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THE 


ParliamentaryD  ebates 


During  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-first  day  of  January, 
1808,  in  the  Forty-eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third,  [Sess.  1808. 


HOUSB  OF  LORDS. 

[Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  Lord 
GrcnvilU  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Homaii  Catholics  of  Ireland^  praying  that 
the  disabilities  respecting  them  might  be 
removed  ;  which  was  read  at  the  table. 
His  lordship  stated^  thai  there  was  an  in- 
formality attached  to  it.  in  consequence  of 
some  of  the  names  signed  to  it,  not  having 
been  written  by  the  persons  bearing  those 
namesj  although  written  by  their  autho- 
rity. He  believed,  however^  that  petitiona 
had  been  received  where  an  informality  of 
this  kind  existed,  but  where,  as  in  this 
case,  there  were  other  names  to  the  peti- 
tion, signed  by  the  parties  themselves.  He 
moved,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
^ble,  and  stated,  that  he  should  also  move, 
that  the  lords  be  summoned  for  the  Uth 
of  May,  with  the  view  of  then  moving  the 
consideration  of  this  petition. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  regretted,  that  upon 
this  occasion,  he  found  himself  compelled 
to  differ  in  opinion  with  his  noble  friend. 
His  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  object 
of  the  petition  had  been  declared  and  were 
well  known;  but  whea  parliament  had  so 
recently  decided,  and  when  so  many  per- 
sons stood  pLedged  upon  this  subject,  he 
could  not  concur  in  the  propriety  of  disv 
cussing  it  in  the  present  session.  He 
thought,  that  the  urging  at  this  moofeni 
of  these  claims^  tended  rather  to  retard 
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than  to  accelerate  the  object  of  the  petH 
tioners. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  with  re-* 
spect  to  the  informality,  that  where  such 
informality  existed,  the  reception  of  tho 
petition  was  a  matter  of  courtesy  ..-The 
Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  GrenmlU  observed,  with  regard  to 
what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  friend,  that 
he  had  not  advised  the  presenting  this 
petition ;  neither  had  he  ^iven  any  opi- 
nion respecting  it^  his  advice  not  having 
been  asked.  He  had  stated,  on  a  former 
occasion,  his  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient^  for  the  catholics  to  petition 
at  the  present  moment ;  they,  however^ 
might  be  influenced  by  circumstances  of 
which  neither  he  nor  any  one  besides 
themselves  could  judge.  All  he  was  aoai- 
ious  to  state  was,  that  he  had  not  advised 
the  presenting  of  this  petition,  neither  had 
he  given  any  opinion  against  presenting 
it;  nor  did  he  mean  now  to. give  any 
opinion  on  the  subject.  Perhaps,  if  ho 
had  known  the  circumstances  that  led  to 
the  petition^  he  might  have  thought  it  ex- 
pedient that  it  should  be  presented.  The 
petition  however  having  been  presented, 
be  should  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  question  whether  it  was  not  fit  that 
the  matter  of  the  petition  should  become 
a  subject  of  discussion.  Understanding 
that  the  13th  of  May  would  be  more  con<- 
venient  than  the  11th,  be  moved  that  the 
lords  be  summoned  on  the  13th.<— Ordered. 
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Monday,  April  11. 

[Royal  Naval  Asylum.]  Sir  CharUa 
Tole  roaei  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to 
mo^^e  a  certain  Resolution  relative  to  the 
^ove  institution,  somewhat  similar  to  that 
which  he  had  lately  proposed  as  to  Green* 
wich  Hospital.  He  knew  it  would  be  ob- 
jected to  what  he  was  about  to  propose, 
that  this  charitable  institution  had  been 
origmally  supported  by  private  voluntary 
donations,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
now  under  the  immediate  management  of 
gOTeroment,  the  more  especially  as  par- 
liament had  been  called  on  to  vote  consi- 
derable sums  of  money  fo^  its  support. 
No  doubt  the  private  donations  from  other 
individuals  were  very  important,  but  still 
there  appeared  no  reason  for  separating  its 
mode  of  management  from  that  of  Green- 
wich Hospital|  as  described  in  the  Charter, 
Here  the  hon.  baronet  gav^  a  statement  of 
the  most  important  public  and  private  con- 
tributions to  this  Asylum.  He  observed, 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  that  called 
'•  private  contribution''  was  given  from 
the  Patriotic  Fund,  which  was  avowedly 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  distresses 
of  the  relations  of  those  who  fell  in  the 
naval  battles  of  their  country.  Surely, 
then,  the  offices  of  this  charitable  and 
naval  institution  could  not  be  better  be- 
stowed than  upon  those  who  had  survived 
these  battles,  but  unfortunately  were  disa-' 
bled.  The  sum  subscribed  by  the  Patrio- 
tic Fund  amounted  to  40,000/.  and  such 
being  the  intentipn  of  that  fund,  it  surely 
never  could  be  supposed,  that  other  per« 
aons  subscribing  small  sums  could  mean 
that  their  donations  should  be  bestowed 
otherwise  than  upon  individuals  connected 
with  the  navy.  They  could  never  ima- 
gine they  were  subscribing  towards  the 
relief  of  persons,  such  as  those  already 
appointed  to  offices  in  that  Asylum,  who 
were  as  far  removed  from  the  naval  service 
as  the  Great  Mogul.  The  house  were 
formerly  told,  that  the  office  of  Auditor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  must  be  filled  by  a 
lawyer,  that  Hospital  possessing  great 
sugar  estates,  slnd  also  great  estates  of 
other  descriptions  in  the  North ;  but,  in 
the  present  case,  what  was  there  of  law 
business  to  transact  for  the  Naval  Asylum  ? 
It  was  not,  however,  a  lawyer  that '  had 
beeii  appointed  to  -the  Asylum,  but  a 
wealthy  clergyman,  who,  fordoing  little  or 
nothing,  was  to  enjoy,  in  addition  to  other 
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Resides  which,  he  was  to  possess  a  free  house 
and  garden ;  and  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
had  been  laid  out  in  repairing  a  hou$e  for 
his  residence,  amountiog,  he  believed,  to 
about  1,700/  ;  and  added  to  all  this,  even 
furniture  for  the  house.  He  really  was  con- 
vinced the  duties  of  the  office  he  alluded  to 
might  be  performed  by  some  poor  worn  out 
or  disabled  naval  or  marine  officer  at  a  sa- 
lary less  than  100/.  a>year  ;  but  instead  of 
this,  no  less  than  700/.  was  thus  squandered 
awa}'    upon    a  spiritual    gentleman,  who 
had  no  occasion  for  any  assistance  what- 
ever.    Another  thing  he  should  object  to 
upon  this  establishment  was,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  surgeon  who  had  never  been  at 
sea  during  llis  Ijfe,  and  inducing  him,  by  a 
great. salary,  to  give  up  his  private  prac- 
tice, instead  of  appointing  a  naval  surgeon, 
who  would  be  less  expensive  and   more 
thankful  for  the  favour  bestowed  upon  him. 
There  were   various  other  appointments^ 
which  he  thought  objectionable,  such  as  . 
the  clerk  to  the  institution,  the  clerk  of 
instructions,  &c.   but  the  chief  ones  were 
those  he  had  mentioned,  the  auditor  and 
the  surgeon.     He  had  no  difficulty  in  say* 
ing,  that  the  persons  who  had  appointed 
an  Irish  clergyman  to  the  office  of  auditor 
of  the  Nava)  Asylum,  had  done  wrong,  if 
they  knew  that  he  was  already  possessed 
of  four  church  livings  in  Ireland^  and  a 
glebe  land  so  extensive,  as  to  contain  310 
Irish  acres.     The  gentleman  he  alluded  to 
was  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  to  whom 
besides,   there  had    been  granted  several 
very   large  sums,    by  resolutions  of  the 
house,  as  might  be  seen  by  their  Journals. 
Here  certain    Resolutions  were    read  by 
the  clerk,  at  the  desire  of  the  hon.  baronet. 
Amongst  these  was  the  sum  of  5561.  grant- 
ed to  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  for  his 
trouble  in  enforcing  the  residence  of  the 
clergy,  whilst  he  himself  intended  to  estab* 
lish  his  residence  at  the  Naval  Asylum,  in- 
stead of  being  at  any  of  his  livings  in  Ire- 
land. This  rev.  doctor  was  also  secretary  to 
the  library  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  Had  all 
this  been  known  when  this  reverend  divine 
was  recommended,  he  certainly  thought  he 
could  not  have  been  appointed  to  that  lu- 
crative situation.    There  were  many  of  the 
old  disabled  officers  in  the  navy,  with  large 
families,  who  would  have  been  most  thank- 
ful and  grateful  for  the  appointments  of 
auditor,  surgeon,  or  clerks  to  the  insti- 
tution.    He  should  now  sit  down  with  the 
hope  that  the  Resolution  which  he  should 
propose,  would  meet  with  some  considera- 
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the  public  mohey^  and  adding  to  the  com- 
forts of  those  really  entitled  to  relief,  and 
who  wtnild  ever  be  gratefiil  for  the  favour 
bestowed.  It  was  with  that  view  that  he 
should  piH)pose  this  Resolution,  "  That  it 
appears  to  this  hpus^,  that  the  appointment 
of  competent  ^nd  qualified  persons  from 
the  naval  ahd  marine  service  to  hold  offices 
and  empfoyments  in  the  Several  depart- 
ments of  the  Royal  Naval  Asylum  will  be 
productive  of  much  advantage  to  the  em- 
pire, by  materially  encouraging  the  naval 
service,  and  diminishing  the  public  ex- 
penditure/'— ^This  Resolution  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet said,  if  acceded  to,  he  should  follow 
up  with  another,  ibr  an  Address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  the  most  summary  means 
of  calrrving  that  object  into  effect. 

Mr.  liose  said,  he  was  happy  to  concur 
with  any  motion  that  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  served  in  the  navy, 
or  the  near  relations  of  those  who  fell  in 
battle ;  but  he  must  inform  the  house,  that 
the  present  motion  was  unnecessary;  as 
the  cbmmissioners  were  iraming  regulations 
for  the  cdnduct  of  the  Naval  Asylum. 
Two  yelu^  ago  an  account  of  the  state  of 
the  Naval  Asyluni  was  laid  before  the 
house,  and  the  hon.  admiral  now  only 
came  forward. with  a  pom()ous  parade 
of  his  complaints,  though  he  never  said 
any  thing  on  the  subject  while  he  was  him- 
self one  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
The  institution  was  established  originally 
by  voluntary  subscription;  and  when  it  was 
taken  under  the  protection  of  his  majesty, 
and  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  appoint- 
ed president,  it  was  then  agreed  to  retain 
Dr.  Cl2(rke,  i;^ho  first  suggested  the  idea  of 
the  institution,  and  two  commissitners,  at 
the  request  of  the  original  subscribers.  He 
declared  that  he  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  parties,  nor  did  he 
recommend  a  single  person  to  any  office, 
and  for  these  re^&ons  he  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  ^ 

Mr.  Whithredd  said,  if  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  imputed  to  his  hon.  frien'd  the 
charge  of  having  brought  forward  the 
presettt  m6tlon  with  that  simj)licity,  man- 
Hnei^^,  atiA  go6d  sense  which  distinguished 
all  his  efforts  in  that  house,  it  would  have 
beeifl  ft  ^jhafge  rtfore  likely  to  be  credited 
thkri  <htft  ^f  pafftldfe  and  oistentatioii.  As 
tb  iht  tfft^tion  itself,  he  could  see  no  one 
grotted  fbt  rejecting  it.  He  thought  it 
▼erjp  strange,  ^hat  a  ](>drsbn  who  had  been 
^  s^cftive  in  infohmn^  against  non-resi- 
«§bts«  itiouia  biibs^l^  R^ve  5e^n  all  die 


time  a  stranger  in  Ireland,  though  posses- 
ing  two  such  lucrative  livings  there.  He 
thought  it  upon  the  whole  so  gioss  a  job, 
that  he  did  think  the  house  was  bound, 
not  merely  to  agree  to  the  motions  of  his 
hon.  friend,  but  to  follow  them  up  with  an* 
address  to  his  majesty,  for  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  that  gentleman  from,  a  situa- 
tion he  must  be  in  every  respect  so  incom- 
petent to  fill. 

Mr.  Biddulph  said,  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  a  transaction,  that  could  with 
greater  justice  be  termed  a  job,  than  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Clarke  ;  but  could  not 
agree  with  his  hon.  friend  on  the  floor  in 
his  expression  of  siirpriJse,  that  the  re- 
verend doctor  should  himself  prove  to  be 
one  of  the  non-residents  he  ha4  been 
so  active  in  detecting ;  as  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  nothing  move  than  an  illustrktion 
of  the  truth  of  the  homely  proverb,  "  set 
a  thief  to  catch  a  thief." 

Mr.  Lockhart  entered  into  a  vindication 
of  the  character  arid  conduct,  and  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Clarke,  who,  he  said^  was  a 
gentleman  of  high  respectability  arid  ac- 
compliahed  itianilers;  and  Such  a  man  only 
was  fit  for  the  situation  he  filled,  and  the 
official  intercourse  he  had  to  maintaiii.  His 
employ rrient,  however,  was  not  such  as 
could  be  easily  filled,  as  the  hon.  admiral 
stated.  He  had  not  only  the.  disburse- 
ments of  the  c\iarity  to  audit,  but  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officers  in  every  department. 
He  had  to  prepare  the  estimates,  to  ma- 
nage the  contracts,  and  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  all  the  builders  and  other  trades- 
men employed.  Besides,  to  his  superin- 
tendibg  care  of  this  institution  in  its  infancy, 
was  its  present  existence  owing;  and  his 
continuance  in  the  situation  which  he  held 
from  the  beginning,  was  at  the  special  and 
stip\^ated  recommendation  of  the  private 
subscribers,  who  had  contributed  ^0,0001.  to 
the  undertaking.  He  could  not,  however, 
i  reconcile  the  zeal  of  the  hon.  admiral  ibr 
economy^  ahd  his  abfa^rence  of  profu- 
sion, with  his  declaration  this  night  that 
he  should  not  have  thought  any  thing  of 
the  extravagance  he  arraigned,  had  the 
fruits  been  enjoyed  by  naval  men. 

Mr.  Windham  supported  tjie  motion.  He 
said,  an  hon.  member  had  given  a  very 
comical  reason  for  the  appointment  of 
doctor  Clarke,  viz.  that  he  had  good 
will  to  the  navy.  Why,  upon  the  same 
ground  every  man  should  become  an  au- 
di tdr,'  for  every  one  bore  good  will  as  well 
ilas  the  good  doctor;  it  was  saiff,  how- 
ever, that  the  doctor  was  concerned 
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the  origin  of  the  institution;  aye^  so  it 
seemed^  for  he  took  especial  care  to  pro> 
vide  for  himself.  The  good  doctor  was 
so  fond  of  chacity,  that  he  was  determined 
to  follow  it  in  all  its  branches/ and  so 
let  it  begin  at  home.  It  put  him  in  mind 
of  some  pious  founders  of  a  temple^  who^ 
in  their  great  and  ardent  zeal,  made  a 
niche  for  themselves.  But  the  good  doctor 
was  a^^nan  of  liberal  education  and  there- 
fore fit  for  the  office  !  But  if  every  man  of 
liberal  education  were  to  put  in  his  learn- 
ing as.  a  plea,  pray  how  many  auditors 
should  we  have  ?  He  did  not  think  the 
general  objection  to  the  doctor's  appoint- 
inent  was  at  all  done  away  by  this  enu- 
meration of  his  qualifications.  It  was  said, 
that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  the  contract 
entered  into  by  the  founders  of  this  insti- 
tution with  the  crown,,  on  its  receiving  the 
royal  charter.  However,  that  could  be  no 
reason  why  the  house  should  not  interfere 
to  remedy  an  abuse.  Gentlemen  were 
however  ready  to  cry  out,  '  what,  do  you 
.  attempt  to  throw  impediments  in  the  way 
of  good  actions  ?  Will  you  repress  cha- 
rity ?'  &c.  This  was  not  his  desire ;  he 
wished  to  prevent  the  perversion  of  chari- 
ty ;  he  wished  to  counteract  the  injustice, 
of  putting  a  man  not  in  the  naval  service 
iior  at  all  connected  with  it,  in  the  situation 
purposely  formed  for  the  protection  of  dis- 
tressed naval  characters'. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  institu- 
tion, it  was  made  a  point  by  the  founders 
that  Dr.  Clarke  should  be  placed  in  his 
present  office  ;  and  it  would  be  a  little 
hard  if  he  who  was  himself  one  of  the 
first  founders  of  this  establishment  should 
be  himself  precluded  from  all  its  advan- 
tages. An  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
thought  a  great  point  was  gained  for  him 
"by  the  motion  for  the  residence  of  l|)iri- 
tual  persons  in  Ireland,  since  he  had 
found  out  that  Dr.  Clarke  possessed  livings 
to  a  great  amounw  This  very  bill  should 
set  the  hon.  genR  at  ease,  for  by  it  Dr. 
Clarke  would  be  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of 
either  relinquishing  his  valuable^ivings,  or 
of  relinquishing  the  situation  of  auditor  of 
the  Naval  Asylum. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  said  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply, in  which  he  stated  the  case  of  a  purser 
who  had  served  a  long  time  in  the  navy, 
and  who  certainly  was  fiiU  as  competent 
to  fill  the  situation  of  auditor  as  a  doctor 
of  divinity. — ^The  house  then  divided.  For 
the  Resolution,  46^  Against  it,  71.  Ma- 
jority, 25. 


[Irish  Supplies.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  .supply,  and 
that  the  Irish  miscellaneous  estimates  for 
various  schools,  charities,  &c.  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Foster  proposed  the  usual  annual 
giants.  He  stated,  that  he  would  postpone 
any  of  them  on  reason  assigned. 

Mr.  M,  Fitzgerald  hoped  he  would  post- 
pone the  whole,  as  the  papers  were  not  yet 
printed.  He  objected  particularly  to  tl^e 
grant  of  1,200/.  for  250  copies  of  the  sta- 
tutes for  the  use  of  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  negligent  manner  in  which  they  were 
distributed  among  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Foster  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
member  as|  to  the  irregularity  of  the  dis- 
tribution, and  promised  to  attend  to  that 
subject ;  but  this  was  merely  for  250  co- 
pies for  the  use  of  the  public  offices.  He 
saw  no  reason  for  postponing  the  whole  of 
the  propositions. — ^The  grant  was  thea 
agreed  to. — On  the  proposition  for  grants 
to  various  clerks  in  public  offices, 

Mr.  Biddulpli  observed,  that  no  state- 
ment had  been  made  respecting  their  ne- 
cessity. He  thought  that  some  explana- 
tion ought  to  have  been  given  as  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  salaries  of  these  of- 
ficers, before  these  sums  were  voted  by 
parliament. 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  these  grants  had 
been  always  made  ever  since  he  had  been 
in  parliament. 

Colonel  Barry  also  stated,  that  the  sums, 
had  been  always  allowed  by  the  Irish  par- 
liament, and  that  the  officers  looked  to 
them  as  part  of  their  emoluments.      ' 

Mr.  Biddulph  would  not  oppose  them 
now,,  tlyugh  he  was  not  quite  satisfied 
with  the  answer,  and  would  inquire  fur- 
ther into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  the  hon.  gent, 
might  find  in  the  journals  what  these  of- 
ficers had  done  for  the  grants. 

Mr,  Tierne^  said  that  the  question  was, 
vvhethfi*  their  regular  salaries  were  not  a 
compensation  for  their  trouble  ?  If  they 
were  jiot,  he  thought  that  an  addition  to 
their  salaries  would  be  a  better  mode  of 
rewarding  them  than  these  annual  votes.—* 
The  grants  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pamell  wished  that  the  grant  of 
23,103/.  to  the  incorporated  society  of 
Dublin  for  the  encouragement  of  protestant 
chartered  schools,  should  be  postponed. 
The  reason  he  gave  was,  that  a  document 
^hich  related  to  thb  grant  had  only  come 
into  his  hands  as  be  was  entering  the 
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house.  This  was  a  catechism  which  was 
put  into  the  handa  of  the  children,  iiaving 
a  tendency  to  encourage  religious  ani- 
mosities. 

Mr.  Foster  hoped  the  hon.  gent,  did  not 
wish  to  prevent  this  charitable  institution 
from  receiving  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  present  year^  because  he  objected  to 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded. 
These  niighfratlerward  undergo  alterations, 
but  the  present  grants  were  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Tiema/  thought  the  matter  might 
be  compromised  by  granting  a  small  sup- 
ply for  the  present,  and  afterwards,  when 
a  larger  supply  came  to  be  voted  in  ano- 
ther committee,  the  subject  might  be  tho- 
roughly investigated. 
.  Dr.  Diagenan  said,  he  did  not  feel  at  all 
surprised  to  perceive  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  anxious  to  oppose  the  prosperity 
of  the  Protestant  establishment.  This  es- 
tablishment was  solely  for  deserted  and 
helpless  children^  who  were,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  forlorn  condition,  received 
into  these  school s>  and  educated  in  the 
Protestant  religion.  During  the  vice- 
royalty  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  these 
schools  had  been  subjected  to  the  exami- 
nation of  a  Committee,  by  no  means  over- 
stocked with  Protestltot  zeal.  Their  re- 
port was  highly  &vourable  to  the  institu- 
tion. The  grant  had  been  uniformly 
made,  for  50  or  7Q  years  back;  without 
any  objection.  The  catechism  in  use,  he 
believed,  was  the  usual  Protestant  cate- 
chism, set  forth  in  the  Rubric,  and  was 
calculated  to  correct  the  political  errors 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  were  found- 
ed on  their  monstrous.religious  tenets. 

Mr.  Pamell  said,  the  catechism  was 
▼ery  different  from  that  in  common  use. 
The  first  question  in  this  catechism,  he 
stated,  was,  '  What  religion  are  you  of?' 
To  which  the  child  was  taught  to  reply, 
'  I  am,  thank  God !  a  Protestant.'  Such 
opinions  were  merely  calculated  to  revive 
all  those  latent  sparks  of  animosity,  which, 
but  for  the  culpable  industry  of  some, 
might  have  long  since  been  extinguished. 
The  whole  system  of  education  in  those 
schools,  he  maintained,  was  destructive  to 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  that  people, 
who  had  been  too  long  and  too  lately  re- 
minded of  those  mischievous  and  unfound- 
ed assertions,  those  envenomed  calumnies, 
and  antiquated  stories,  which  had  hitherto 
been  employed  most  efTectuallv  as  the 
means  of  exciting  those  agamst  each 
other,  whose  natural  benevolence  of  dis- 


.  position  must  have,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things,  led  them'to  unite  in  peace,  con- 
cord, and  the  common  cause  and  general 
welfare.  He  was  happy,  howeter,  to  find 
these  calumnies  and  gossippings  seamed  of 
late  rather  to  be  confined  to  that  house. 
He  should  not  have  any  objection  to  the 
present  grant,  but  he  nevertheless  thought 
it  his  duty  to  state  his  intention  of  bring- 
ing the  whole  establishment  very  shortly 
under  the  review  of  parliament 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  opposition  of  the  hon.  member,  even 
supposing  he  had  the  document  to  which 
he  wished  to  refer  the  house  now  in  his 
hand,  perfectly  irregular^  since  there  could 
be  no  motion  made  in  the  committee  for 
the  reformation  of  the  general  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  maintained,  that  the 
antiquity  of  these  establishments  and 
grants  were  alone  but  sorry  reasons  for 
their  continuance.  Many  others,  which 
had  commenced  nearly  about  the  same 
time  with  these,  loudly  called  for  aboli- 
tion. It  was  not  the  chai^cter  of  the 
lower  order  of  Irish  to  neglect  their  chil- 
dren, nor  were  the  Catboli^s  of  Ireland' 
the  most  prone  to  commit  this  unnatural 
crime  ;  they  had  at  least  the  feelings  and 
humanity  of  men,  if  they  had  not  their 
political  advantages.  He  maintained,  that 
the  children  educated  in  these  schools 
were  not  proper  objects  of  charity.  Their 
education  and  temporary  support  were 
too  oflen  made  the  means  of  purchasing 
them  perhaps,  by  the  inadvertence  of  their 
parents,  from  the  religion  of  their  forefa- 
thers. Hence  whatever  pains  might  be 
taken,  there  was  not  above  one-nf):h  of 
those  who  received  their  education  in  these 
schools,  who  were  added  to  the  number  of 
the  established  church.  It  was,  then,  a 
great  delusion  held  out  to  parliament  to 
suppose  the  supplies  yearly  granted  for 
this  purpose  were  in  any  degree  propor- 
tioned to  the  advantages  the  country  re- 
ceived. In  most  Catholic  and  remote 
parts  of  Ireland,  those  schools  had.  been 
much  on  the  decline,  while  they  had  pro- 
portionally increased  within  the  vicinity 
of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Elliot  rose  to  justify  the  character 
of  the  board  appointed  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  duke  of  Bedford.  By  enu- 
merating some  of  the  persons  who  com-^ 
posed  that  board,  he  thought  he  could 
justify  them  from  any  intentions  hostile  to 
the  established  religion.  These  were  the 
primate  of  Ireland^  the  provost  of  Trinity- 
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CMeg^,  Bnblm,  the  ddef  joBtioe,  and 
several  others  coimected  4xiCh  with  tfafe 
goTemmeat  and  the  ettabiinhed  church. 

Dr.  Duigamn  said,  the  -erHs  of  belaud 
were  of  a  particular  desciiptian^  and  arose 
firem  the  prgudkes  of  the  lower  order, 
and  the  mischieTOiis  prmciples  dissemi- 
nated by  misguided  and  deprared  cfaarac- 
.  ters  of  the  higher  order.  The  publications 
of  the  day  were  ^oght  with  the  venom 
of  party ;  and  a  late  pamphlet  published 
in  Dublin  by  an  association  of  priests,  to 
the  amoont  of  1 10,  had  set  forth  a  detail 
of  all  the  flagitious  and  criminal  misrepre- 
saiftations  of  the  conduct  of  England  to 
Ireland.  When  such  extravagancies  were 
committed  without  repreheosi<m,  he  was 
almost  surprised  to  hear  there  existed  in 
Ireland  an  Attomey-€reneraL 

Mr.  PanuU  thought  these  works,  if  they 
did  exist,  had  been  published  by  way  of  re- 
prisals ;  many  of  a  very  inflammatory  na- 
tore  having  been  poblished  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question,  by  the  friends  of  the 
learned  doctor.  He  had  still,  however,  to 
c<Migratalate  the  country,  frGon  the  disposi- 
tion betrayed  by  the  learned  doctor,  that 
he  did  not  fill  toe  situation  of  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland.— ->T1iis  Supply  was 
also  granted. 

The  house  then  rt^nraed ;  the  report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  receiv- 
ed to-morrow. 

[BcTDGET.]  The  CStanedUjr  of  the  Exche- 
fmar  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going 
^ito  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
which  the  account  of  the  Surplus  of  the 
CoBsolidated  Fund  was  referred^ — ^The 
house  having  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Ck>llnnittee,  the  right  hon.  gent,  rose,  pur- 
suant to  his  notice,  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee the  arrangement  whi<^  he  intended 
to  recomnnend  to  parliament  to  adopt  re- 
lucting the  Stamp  IKities,  from  which  he 
proposed  to  derive  a  portion  of  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  year.  But,  before  he 
should  enter  into  that  part  of  th^  stiitement 
which  he  was  to  submit  to  the  comiAitfee, 
he  felt  it  net^estfary,  in  order  lo  j6stifr  the 
vole  with  which  he  meabt  t6  conclude,  to 
recapitula^  the  amount  of  the  S6ppHes> 
which  had  already  been  grants  in  the 
course  of  the  present  se^on.  Hy  entmie- 
lating  the  di£feratt  items  of  Stipply  alif^dy 
voted,  and  the  Ways  and  MeaM  a^febli^ 
at  present  tor  cover  th«m^  h^  Abiild  p6diC 
dttt  to  th«  genklefhen  op^oshi^,  A^  gi«ottlMf 
vpon  wfasc^  he  blH)iQght  f<wwuidf^  d|^e^i* 
fie  anrsmgonent  which  he*  Wati  tb'  ailidillft 
te  the  cmsidci^iuii  of  dis 


iliv  •  ngut  hon.  "^gsAm '  wKt^  went  thrtU|g|li 
the  varioos  items  of  Sat>ply  which  bad 
beeft  voted  in  the  present  sedsion  under 
the  various  heads  of  Navy,  Army,  Bar- 
i«ck$.  Commissary  Generars  D^Kutment, 
fixttaordinaries.  Ordnance,  MisceUatieoUB 
Services,    and    Swedish    Subsidy.      The 
whole  of  the  sums  voted  amounted  in  tiie 
aggregate  to  48,653,170/.  from  which  was 
to  foe  deducted  the  proportion  that  was  to 
be  Punished  by  IreiatK),  viz.  5,713,506JL 
which  would  leave  a  sum  to  be  defrayed 
by  Great  Britain,  of  4-2,939,604/.    These 
sums  he  stated  upon  a  rough  estimate^ 
which,  however  they  might  vary  from 
perfect  ^Mxuracy,  would  yet  be  feund  to 
correspond  pretty  exactly  with  Uie  actual 
state    of  the    accounts. — Having    gone 
through  the  Supplies,  it  next  became  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  state  to  the  conunittee 
the  varioos  Ways  and  Means  which  had 
hitherto  been  provided  for  covering  these 
supplies.    The  house  had  already  voted 
upon  Malt  and  Pensions  threie  milhons. 
llie  sum  usually  voted  was  2,750,0001. ; 
but  it  was  thotight  more  expedient'to  take 
the  amount  of  the  tax  ftt  the  round  sum  of 
3millidns,  which  it  produced,  the  ^^f 
of  which  would  only  be  to  reduce  tlie  sur- 
pli9  of  the  consolidated  fund  by  the  sum 
of  250,000/.  the  dfl^rence  between  the 
vote  of  three  millioxis  and  the  usual  attkount 
atvrhich  the  Malt  and  Pension  tax  were 
usually  estimated.     The  advaifoes  from 
the  Bank  amounted  to  3,500^)001.     The 
unappropriated  surplus  of  the  con^tidated 
fund  which  his  hon.  inend  would  iliove 
in  the  present  coonmittee,  was,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  726>870/.     Upon  a  rough  esti- 
mate he  was  warranted  in  taking  Uie  war 
taxes  at  twenty  niilli<»B.    The  committee 
would  he  aware,'  that  the  duties  to  be  levied 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  were  sfspKca- 
bie  to  the  war  taxes,  and  therefore  he  felt 
the  more  confidence  in  taking  dieir  amount 
at  20  millions.  The  Lottery  he  should  take! 
at  the  fjoite  of  350^000/.  which  was  rat* 
deiibtedly  less  than  it  had  produced  in  the 
present  year,  but  he  did  not  think  he  coidd 
esti^afte  its  produce    higher   than   the 
amotaithehadsfttted.    It  woteld  he  in  the 
recoflectiofr  of  the  comitiiltee,  that  the  sum 
of  four  mitiidns  of  Erehequer  Bills  had 
been  firiftded  ik  the  course  of  the  pre^nlt 
session,  and  that  in  selwilttiAg  dm  me^ 
sure  to  the  IbouHe,  he  had  stated  that  it  was 
iirtended  16  issue  ^nlittiofis  cf  l&Hi^tSafaitt 
i  BiHs  m  pihee  of  thdse  fuuded,  aa  pait  of 

I  the  waysr  «id  eieans  ef  the  year.     By 
addiiilf  to  AiMte*  diftrem  ittbdi  die  stftti  of 
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8  millionB,  whicjbi  was  thQ  whole  of  wbat 
he  a!pprehended  would  be  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year>  the  aggregate 
amojont  woqld  be  39j570,$7O/.     To  this 
aggregate  wa9  to  be  addled  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund>  which  he  proposed 
to  take  at  3,500,000^4  which  would  carry 
the  Ways  and  Means  to  43^76,870/,yield- 
ing  a  surplus  of  Ways  and  Mea^s  al)0Te 
the  Supplies  of  137,OOOi.     The  surplus  of 
the   Consolidated   Fund«  tbe   cpipmittee. 
would  recollect,  ha4  beei}  taken  last  year 
at  3>75Q,000/.  but  had  prqduced  a  fiW-7 
ther  stem  of  726,870t  mal^is^  al^gether 
4,476,870^.  But  as  the  increased  yote^  upoA , 
Malt  and  Pensions  would  diminish  the 
produce  of  the  Con9olida,t^d  Fund  to  the 
amount  of  250,000/. ;  andt,  however  san- 
guine his  view  might  be  of  the  state  of  the 
trade  of  the  country,  he  could  not  but 
admit,  that  iirom  the  measures   of   the 
enemy,  and  the  consequences  of  the  cpurse 
in  which  th^t  trade  wa$  now.  to,  be  carried 
on>    some  reduction^  mighjb  take  place* 
though  not  to  any  njLaterial  extent. — ^And 
here  he  could  not,  in  passing,  abstain  from 
adverting  to,  the  opera^on  by  which  four 
millions  out  of  the  twelve,  which  wer^  the 
whole  to  be  borrowed  for  the  year,  had 
been  obtained  by  funding  Exchequer  Bills 
to  tha^  amount.    As  far  as  could  yet  be 
judged,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  ihe  transaction  was  highly  £sivourab)e 
for  the  public.    There  was  a  saving  to  the 
amount  of  the  interest  of  the  Exchequer 
Bilk  thus  withdrawn  from  the  market. — 
The  Committee  was  aware,  that  subsequent 
to  the  transaction  the  funds  had  risen,  ond . 
he  entertained  at  the  time,  an  exppctatioA 
that  the  contract  for  the.f]iitare  loan  would 
be  made    upon .  much  more  favourable 
terms  for  the  public,  than,  if  these  .£wr 
millions  were  to  have  been  borrowed  on  a 
5  p^r  cent.  fund. — ^Having  stated  thn  Sup* 
plies,  and  the  Ways  and  Means  by  .v^hiQfai< 
they  were  to  be  cover^ed^  it  was  in  theiiiext 
place  hjs  duty  to  stal^  by  what  means* he  • 
purposed    to    provide    ton   the    intferest, 
ch^^es>  .a^d  sinking .  fund,  of  the,  exche- 
quer bil)f  fundpdi  and  of  the  proposed 
loani^whicb  amounted  to  asum  of  750,000/. 
Th^re  e^i^ted  at  present  a  sum  of  380>(X)0/. 
appUic^b^e,  to    that  ;pqrpose»  being    the 
amoiiAt  of  the  short  aimuities  which  had 
fall^  io..    There  was  likevvise  a  saving 
uponi^e.ipanagemeiit  of  the  public  debt 
of65,00Qt  .  By  the  new  arrangement  with 
respect  to  the  assesited  taxes,  a  sum  of 
125,00O/r>  would,  be  produced,  •and  the  ar- 
TMtg^WQ^^jwbipb.bQinwUto.pr^pQse,  for 


an  improved  mpde  of  collecting  the  du-^ 
ties  on  stamps^  would  be  calculated  ta 
yiei4  2Q0,00Q/»    The  whole  of  these  sums 
would  amount^  to  770,000/.-  being  a  small 
excess  above  the  sum  actually  required. — 
He  came  next  to  state,  the  view  upon  which, 
he  grounded  the  arrangement  he  had  to  pro* 
^po^ewith  respect  .to  the  Stamp  Duties.  The 
committee,  were  aware,  that,  in  th^  course, 
of  the  last  year  a  principle  had  been  recog- 
nised by  parliament,  founded  upon  the  sus* 
pejisioA  of  all  taxation  for  3  years,  and  for 
reswting  to  the  war  taxes  to  cover  the. 
necessary  charges  of  loans.    The  policy 
of  this  principle  had  met  with  the  concur* 
rence  of  all  sides  of  the  house,  though 
some   of  the.  provisions  of  the  measure 
founded  upon  it  had  been  canvassed.   Hav- 
ing stated  this,  he  was  bound  to  explain  to 
the  house  why  he  bad  thought  it  necessary 
to  depart  from  the  principle  in  the  present 
instance,  by  proposing  to  lay  oaadditional 
taxes,  to  the  amount  ,of  above  300,000/. 
and  it  certainly .  was  not  because  he  had 
considered  the  principle  laid  down  by  the* 
noble  lord  who  preceded  him  unwise.    He. 
had  felt  how  desirable  it  was  to  consoli- 
date the  different  acts  relative  to  the  As- 
sessed Taxes  and  the  Stamp  Duties,  and 
considered  that  a  good  opportunity  whiea 
making  improved  regulations  for  the  ,  coU. 
lection  of  both,  to  make  a  small  addition 
in  certain  items.     He  had  already  done  so 
with  respect  to  the  Assessed  Taxes,  and 
he. was  now  to  propose  a  similar  course 
with  respect  to  the  Stamp  Duties^ .  If  by 
these  means>  without  adding  considerably 
to  the  burthens  of  the  public^  they  could 
'  c<mtrive  to  provide  for  the  present  year, 
they  might  in  the  next  and  following  years 
resort  to  the  principle,  which  had  been  so 
generally  approved  of,  unless  upon  a  re- 
view, of  the  state  of  the  taxes,  whoever 
might  fill  the.fidtuation  he  occupied,  should 
be  of  opinion,  that  by.  regulation,  or  mo- 
dificatioa  a  supply  could  be  obtained  with- 
out increasing,  the  pressure  upon  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  relieve  the  war  taxes.    The 
committee  would  recollect  that  the  Stanip 
acts  had  been  consolidated  in  the  year 
1805,  the  new  schedule  of  the  Stamp  Du- 
ties haying  been  prepared  in  the  year  1 804> 
and  conts^ning  within  a  short  compass*  all- 
,  the  .duties  onStamp^    Thenimibev  of  acts* 
relating  ta  Stamp, Duties,  amounted  to  60. 
or  70,r  and  those  for  the  collection  of  them' 
made  the  number  on  the  statute  bod£•nea]^». 
1 V  100.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  consoU- 
dat&  all.  the  acts  relating  to  the. duties  into. 
oiie,.aB  also  those,  for.  the  .regulation  wf 
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collection  of  the  duties,    ^he  former  had 
*  been  consolidated^  but  the  latter  had  not> 
and  notwithstanding  the  ability  and  in- 
dustry exerted  by  the  commissioners  and 
other  officers  of  the  department,  he  should 
not  be  able  to  bring  forward  a  proposition 
for  that  purpose  this  session ;  but  the  busi- 
ness was  in  such  a  train,  that  whoever 
might  fill  the  office  he  held,  would  have  it 
in  his  power  to  bring  the  measure  forward. 
The  amended  schedule  would  be  prepared 
in  the  present  session,  so  that  the  different 
items  might  be  open  for  consideration  pre- 
vious to  the  passing  of  the  act.  The  manner 
in  which  the  schedule  was  to  be  prepared 
was  by  disposing  of  the  several  duties  un- 
der different  hes^s,  by  a  distinct  arrange- 
ment, in  alphabetical  order,  so  as  to  afford 
a  ready  reference  to  any  person  who  might 
desire  to  know  what  particular  duty  \rould 
be  applicable  to  h^s  case.   There  were  vari- 
ous instruments  at  present  charged  under 
the  name  of  deeds,  which  would  be'  re- 
ferred to  their  respective  heads,  though  it 
was  not  deemed  right  that  any  addition 
should  be  made  to  the  amount  of  duty  at 
]9resent  attaching  to  them.     Another  alter- 
ation would  be  made  in  certsun  duties  now 
levied  in  Scotland.     Towards  the  close  of 
Jdng  William's  reign  two  Stamp  acts  had 
'  been  passed,  to  provide  for  the  interest 
of  debts  incurred.     One  was  temporary, 
the   other  permanent.      At  the  time  of 
the  Union  with  Scotland,  it  was  stipulated 
that  neither  should  ever  be  levied  in  that 
country.      The  temporary  act  had  now 
expired,  and  the  duties  were  now  legally 
leviable  in  Scotland,  but  the  duties  under 
the  permanent  act  could  not  be  levied 
there.     Much  inconvenience  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  collection  of  the  duty,  and 
by  the  persons  upon  whom  it  was  levied,  in 
consequence  of  the  fractional  differences 
between  the  amount  of  the  duty  there -and 
in  England.     But  this  was  not  a  ground  for 
depriving  the  Scotch  of  the  advantage  of 
their  ai'ticles  of  Union;  and,  therefore,  in 
proposing  to  equalise  the  duty  in  both  coun- 
tries, he  meant  to  remunerate  Scotland,  by 
a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  all  instruments 
tobetued  in  Scotland.     The  addition  to 
the  sdsiount  of  the  duty  would  arise  from 
aik  a|>plication  of  the  ad  valorem  principle 
to  other,  instruments,  than  those  to  which 
'^  "^t  oreslBnt  applied.    It  had  on  a  former 
i$m,  been  in  contemplation  to  apply 
MPilKsiple  to  all  conveyances  of  real 
Ity/bytmaking  the  instrument  invalid 
9  aiuaps^ifere  not  of  the  legal  amount. 
^.  m'iHfl^iA  .•be  hard  to  i:«nder  an  in- 


strument of  no  effect  merely  because  of 
the  stamp  not  being  of  the  legal  amount, 
the  design  was  abandoned.    He  did  not 
mean  to  carry  his  provision  to  that  extent, 
but  that  a  specification  should  be  made  of 
the  amount  of  the  consideration,'  and  the 
duty  on  the  stamp  should  be  in  proportion. 
And  he  proposed  to  apply  this  principle, 
not  only  to  all  conveyances  of  real  estates, 
but  to  the  admission  to  offices  of  courtJi 
and  government.     At  present  the  duty 
was  20/.  upon  all  offices  of  the  courts, 
without  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  in-> 
come.     He  should  propose  to  reduce  the 
duty  upon  the  lower  offices,  and  to  raise  it 
upon  the  higher  offices.     Upon  all  offices, 
the  income  of  which  should  not  exceed  60/. 
no  duty  should  attach  ;  upon  all  over  60/. 
and  under  150/.  the  duty  would  be  8/. ; 
upon  all  over  150/.  and  under  300/.  it  was 
to  be  20/.,  and  so  in  proportion  upon  higher 
incomes.    It  was  also  proposed  to  make 
some  alteration  in  the  duty  on  indentures, 
but  not  to  carry  it  higher  than  it  was  be- 
fore the  year  1 804,  and  in  some  cases  to 
.reduce  it  lower.     There  was  likewise  some 
addition  expected  from  the  duty  on  Attor- 
nies  indentures.     The  duty  at  present  on 
articles  of  indenture,  to  an  Attorney  of  the 
superior  courts,  was  110/.  and  of  the  in- 
ferior courts,  55L    The  same  duty  which 
applied  to  indentures  to  solicitors  in  chan- 
cery should  also  apply  to  proctors,  for  he 
could  not  see  why,  when  the  advantage 
was  equal,  the  parties  should  not  be  sub- 
ject to  similar  duties.     He  proposed  that 
the  duty  of  551.  should  extend  to  inden- 
tures to  the  writers  to  the  signet  in  Scot- 
land.   In  the  duty  on  collations  and  dona- 
tions, a  small  alteration  was  to  take  place; 
for  where  they  gave  the  right  as  fully  as 
induction  and  institution,  the  duty  which 
did  not  at  present  attach  was  to  apply. 
With  respect  to  enfeoffments,  a  small  ad- 
dition was  to  be  made  ;  the  duty  being  at 
present  only  1/.  109.  it  was  proposed  to 
raise  it  to  3/. ;  the  duty  applicable  to  ano- 
ther mode  of  conveying  real  estates  by 
lea.se  and  release.    An  addition  was  also 
proposed  to  the  duty  on  the  grayt  of  ho- 
nours and  preferments.    The  duty  was  at 
present  but  20/.  in  all  cases.     In  Ireland, 
the  duty  on  the  creation  of  a  duke,  mar- 
quis, or  ear],  was  200/. ;    on  the  creation 
of  a  viscount,  150/. ;  and  on  the  creation 
of  a  baron   100/.  and  he   could  see  no 
reason  why  this  country  should  not  adopt 
the  same  rate  of  duty  which  existed  in 
that.    Some  -  slight  alteration  was  to  be 
mad^  in  the  dmy  upon  the  .grant  of  leases 
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of  crown  laad^.  At  present  it  was  20/. 
and  where  the  lease  was  beneficial,  that 
was  not  an  improper  duty  ;  but  as  under 
the  present  regulations,  the  leases  of  crown 
lands  were  no  more  beneficial  than  those 
of  any  prirate  individual,  the  duty  ought 
not  to  be  levied  unless  where  the  lease 
was  beneficial.  The  public  would  not  be 
a  loser  by  this  reduction,  because  the  party 
always  paid  le3s  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  duty.  Upon  the  gr&nts  of 
money  and  pensions^  it  was  proposed  that 
the  duty  should  attach  upon  the  ad.  valo- 
rem principle  on  the  higher  grants,  though 
it  would  apply  on  a  reduced  scale  to  the 
lower.  A  duty  was  also  to  apply  to  poli- 
cies of  insurance  on  lives,  which  had  been 
exempted  in  1804-,  though  there  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  be  so  exempted. 
Another  head  to  which  he  wished  to 
call-  the  attention  of  the  committee,  was 
the  case  of  Promissory  Notes  re-issua- 
ble,  issued  by  persons  calling  themselves 
bankers.  He  proposed  that  every  per- 
son issuing  such  re-issuable  notes  should 
pay  20/.  a-year  for  a  licence.  The  duty 
upon  such  notes  was  at  present  3d,  each, 
and  he  proposed  to  raise  the  duty  upon  all 
to  4fd.  each,  but  when  the  notes  were  pay- 
able only  in  one  place,  the  duty  was  to  be 
Cd,  each.  Another  alteration  was  intend- 
ed relative  to  the  manner  of  transferring  the 
shares  of  Joint  Stock  Companies.  At  pre- 
sent the  duty  was  collected  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  nominal  value,  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  real -value.  As  to  Law  proceedings, 
they  were  already  so  highly  burthened, 
that  no  addition  could  possibly  be  made  to 
them.  There  were  only  some  small  in- 
stances, which  could  scarcely  be  consider- 
ed but  as  omissions  in  the  year  1 SO^.  Thus 
he  proposed  a  duty  of  one  shilling  pn  all 
summonses  before  a  master  in  chancery. 
With  respect  to  probates  of  administration 
in  Scotland,  the  duty  was  to  apply  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  England.  As  to  lega- 
cies, the  duty  applied  on  all  above  20/., 
except  a  residue,  and  then  the  duty  did 
not  attach  till  the  residue  amounted  to 
1 00/.  It  was  proposed  Jthat  the  d uty  should 
apply  indiscriminately  to  residue  and  lega- 
cies. It  remained  for  him  only  to  explain 
how  the  principle  he  stated  was  to  apply 
to  conveyances.  The  duty  at  present  was 
30s.  on  all  conveyances  of  land.  This 
duty  he  proposed  to  lower  on  the  convey- 
ances of  smaller  property,  and  to  raise  it  in 
a  proportion  to  the  value  on  the  higher  de- 
grees of  property.  In  aU  cases  wher«  the 
Vol.  XL 


consideration  should  not  exceed  150/.  the 
duty  was  to  be  1/. ;  between  that  and 
300/.  1/.  10*. ;  between  300/.  and  500/. 
2/.  lOs, ;  between  500/.  and  750/.  51. ; 
between  750/.  and  1000/.  7/  lO*. ;  but 
in  no  instance  to  exceed  one  per-cent. 
upon  the  consideration.  Upon  these  in- 
struments and  the  re-issuable  promissory- 
notes,  he  calculated  for  the  advance  in  the 
amount  of  the  stamp  duties  to  the  extent 
of  200,000/.  And  he  had  brought  this 
forward  before  the  recess,  in  ord«r  that 
gentlemen  might  have  the  longer  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  different  parts  of 
the  measure  by  referring  to  the  Schedule 
which  they  would  have  in  their  hands., 
If  he  had  omitted  any  thing  in  the  Sche- 
dule, he  should  be  happy  to  avail  himself 
of  the  suggestion  of  any  hon.  gent,  to  sup- 
ply the  omission.  He  was  aware  that  it 
would  have  beer^  more  consonant  to  the; 
usual  practice  to  have  kept  back  this  state- 
ment till  after  the  ho^Lix  should  b/e  contracts 
ed  for,  but  it  appeared  to  be  much  more 
for  the  convenience  of  the  house,  that  they 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  the. state- 
ment in  time  to  afibrd  an  opportunity  for 
mature  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  concluded  with  renevv^ing  his  first 
Resolution,  stating  the  unappropriated  sur- 
plus of  the  Consolidated*  Fund,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1808,  to.  have  been  726,870/. — 
On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Bjfddulph  thought  the  aiTangements 
for  the  service  of  the  prese()t  year  might 
and  ought  to  be  made  without  any  addi-> 
tional  taxes.  He  regom mended  the  crea- 
tion of  a  contingent  fund  by  the  saje  of 
Crown-Lands,  to  which  the  public  might 
become  tenants.  The  sums  for  which 
Crown  rents  might  be  sold  were  almost 
inconceivable.  One  hundred  pounds  had 
been  demanded  of  him  for  a  rent  of  8s.  9d. 
Such  paits  as  might  be  sold  to  advantage 
might  be  disposed  of,  and  the  suni  of 
600,000/.  might  easily  be  created,  so  as 
to  be  available  after  the  first  dividend ;  the 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  be 
brought  in  aid,  whenever  any  deficiency 
should  reqjii re  it. — After  a  few  observa- 
tions from  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Giddy>  Mr. 
Vansittart,  and  Mr.  Iluskisson,  the  1st  re- 
solution was  voted,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  On  the 
question  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Whithrtad  saicl,  that  it  hiul  been  the 
inclination  of  his  mind  to  have  opposed 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  in  order 
that  the  house  might  take  another  course, 
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Which  Mrcmid  hzvt  appeared  to  him  more 
imtable.  Having  however  conversed  much 
upon  the  subject  wkh  his  hon.  friends 
Who  sat  near  him,  he  had  cons«flted  to 
give  Up  his  former  intention,  and  not  to 
oppose  the  third  reading.    He  must  say 
however,  that  he  conceived  that  that  house 
was  extremely  tender  and  cautious  of  any 
iifierence  with  the  house  of  lords,  especi- 
aily^en  it  was  recollected  that  the  house 
of  lords  had  now  rejected  a  second  time, 
ji  bill  which  had  passed  that  house  almost 
unanimously,  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  committee  specially  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the   situation   of    the  public 
finances.     That  committee  had  pointed 
put  ways  and  means  to  the  amount  of 
65,000L  annually,  which  was  an  object  of 
impoi*taht  consideration.'     ^s  the  house 
^  lords  had  twice  rejected  a  bill  which 
<;ame  from  such  strong  recommendation, 
he  could  not  but  doubt  very  much  whe- 
ther they  would  adopt  the  expedient  that 
Was  now  proposed  to  them.     He  thought 
the    conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
was    somewhat    suspicious.       The  right 
hon.    chancellor   of  the  exchequer  had 
auilered  the    bill   to    pass  through  that 
house  without  the  slightest  opposition,  and 
afterwards,  by  his  own  confession,  con- 
certed with  a  noble  lord  (Hawkesbury)  to 
move  an  amendment  to  it  in  the  other 
house.     He  thought  it  not'  vei*y- decorous 
for  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  conress  in  that 
iiouse,  that  he  had  connived  with  any  of 
iiis  colleagues  to  defeat  the  object  and 
intention  of  a  bill  "which  he  suffer^  to 
pass  through  that  house  without  opposi- 
tion. .  These  circumstances  made  him  very 
«lif{ident  of  the  success  of  the  expedient 
that  was  now  proposed,  but  nevertheless 
he  should  not  oppose  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill. 

m 

The  Ckaftceli&ir  qfike  Escckeguer  maintain- 
ed, that  in  conniving,  as  the  hon.  gent, 
^termed  it,  with  his  colleague  in  another 
hiouse,  he  h^d  only  been  actuated  by  a 
'wish,  that  the  hotkse  x)f  lords  should  not 
tjompletfely  defeat  a  bill  which  had  been 
approved  of  by  that  hous6.  He  saw  no 
ctiance  of  its  passing  the  house  Y)f  lord^ 
without  the  amendment  which  had  been 
]^roposed.  If  there  was  any  thing  impro- 
per, to  the  ideas  of  the  hon.  menober,  in 
the  suggestion  of  that  tmiendment  tt>  his 
colleague,  he  could  qnly  say,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  such  feeling. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  expressed  himself 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  present  bill,  be- 
cause it  did  not,  in  his  mind,  tend  to 


remedy  the  evil  it  professed  to  present  alto- 
gether. He  considered  it  merely  as  a  com- 
promise made  with  a  party  that  nobody 
knew,  and  which  that  house  ought  not  to 
submit  to.    The  bill  in  itself  was  certainly 
either  good  or  bad.     If  it  were  good,  it 
ought  to  meet  the  universal  concurrence 
of  the  house ;  if  it  were  bad,  it  was  en- 
titled only  to  general  rejection.    It  oughl 
however  to  be  recollected  that  it  was  re- 
commended by   a  committee  especially 
appointed  by  that  house  to  enquire  into 
and  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country,  who  had  recom- 
mended the  measure  as  a  primary  step 
towaixls  making  much  more  extensive  and 
important    reforms    and  retrenchments ; 
and  he  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  op- 
posed by  any  one,  save  those  who  Were 
decided  enemies  to  any  reform   at  all. 
Taxes  to  a  very  great  amount  had  been 
imposed  on  the  people,  and  he  allowed 
most  properly   imposed ;    because   their 
safety,  and  security  in  every  thing  that 
was  dear  to  them  depended  on  it.     No 
man  should  however  tell  him,  .that  places 
could  be  suffered  to  b6  given  to  sucklings, 
without  the  greatest  disadvantages  resulting 
therefrom.     The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer was  supposed  to  have  a  considerable 
share  of  power  over  the  king's  conscience ;. 
and  how  could  he  in  any  reasonable  way 
grant  a  reversion  of  that  ?     He  could  not 
but  feel  hostile  to  the  bill  altogether ;  but 
the  preamble  was  sufficient  to  make  him 
so,  for  it  went  only  to  suspend  that  which 
he  thought  should  be  entirely  abolished ; 
and  he  was  sure  the  country  looked  for 
something  more  effective  than  such  a  half 
measure.     He  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  situation  of  the  country — to 
the  very  heavy  taxation  to  which  the  peo- 
ple were  liable ;  and  yet  he  was  happy 
to  say,  there  never  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country  in  which  the  people 
shewed  a  warmer  zeal  for  its  interests,  or  a 
more  determined  loyalty  towards  the  ex- 
isting govermnent. 

Mr.  Futler  thought  the  house  vras  not  in 
a  situation  to  give  an  opinion  of  what 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  be  at; 
at  one  time  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
bill,  now  they  were  dissatislied.  It  was 
impossible  to  understand  their  meaning. 
They  had  talked  a  great  deal  about  places 
in  reversion,  and  -of  the  necessity  of  shut- 
ting the  book.  Why  had  not  me  minister 
of  the  day,  to  whom  those  gentlemen  were 
attached,  who  received  24,0CX)/.  a-ycar  of 
the  public  money^'-^hy  had  not  he  been 
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the  first  to  shui  the  book  ?  [Here  there 
was  a  e»*y  of  name !  name !  which  conti- 
nued for  some  time,  until — 

The  Speaker  observed  to  the  hon.  gent, 
that  he  must  see  the  inconyenience  result- 
ing from  allusions  to  former  debates. 

Mr.  Ftdler  proceeded.  He  thought  there 
never  was  a  time  so  ill  calculated  to  bring 
forward  such  a  subject.  When  the  couiv- 
U*y  had  a  minister  who  set  himself  forward 
as  an  honest  mm,  which  he  certainly  was, 
he  could  not  help  considering  an  opposi- 
tion of  this  kind  as  the  most  unprincipled 
that  ever  existed.  They  only  wished  to 
set  themselves  up  in  the  places  of  the  pre- 
sent administration.  (Much  laughter  from 
%he  opposition  side  of  the  bouse.)  '  As  for 
you/  said  the  fion.  gent.,  *  I  have  known 
you  these  thirty  years.' 

The  Secretary  at  War  opposed  the  bill, 
as  not  likely  to  produce  any  good  efiect 
whatever.  It  had  been  held  up  as  the 
corner-stone  pf  a  system  of  reform  which 
he  was  much  afraid  could  never  be  rea- 
lised ;  and  it  was  a  duty  which  the  house 
peculiarly  owed  to  themselves,  by  way 
of  supporting  their  own  honour  and  dig- 
nity, not  to  hold  out  hopes  which  must 
inevitably  be  disappointed.  ,He  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Committee  of  Finance  had 
great  merit,  not  only  in  the  diligence  of 
their  researches,  but  in  the  acuteness  with 
whiph  they  were  desirous  of  entering  upon 
the  investigation  pf  the  public  expenditure; 
yet  he  was  of  opinion,  that  no  false  hopes 
or  expectations  should  be  held  out  to  the 
people  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  LfifUkUm  alluded  to  the  expressions 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  who  appeared  to  suppose 
thai  in  his  characteristic  coarseness  he  mo- 
nopolised in  his  own  breast  the  whole  po- 
litical honesty  of  that  house.  With  re- 
spect to  the  bill,  it  was  the  peculiar  pro- 
vince and  duty  of  parlianient  to  regulate 
and  watch  over  the  distribution  of  the  public 
money  ;  to  see  that  it  was  not  lavishly  ex- 
pended ;  and  to  be  frequent  in  the  exer- 
cke  of  those  functions,  which  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  were  vested 
in  thew  by  the  constitution.  At  this  most 
impeitaiit  crisis,,  any  thing  which  relaited 
to  public  economy  was  not  unimportant. 
•It  became  the  legi^latiire  to  instkute  in- 
quiry, t;<»  stop  abuses,  and  to  prevent,  as 
mneh  as  lay  in  their  power,  prodigality. 
Fot  these  reasons,  he,  as  one  delegated  by 
the  f  eof  le,  conld  aii»t  approve  of  the  middle 
420ttrse  winch  the  bouse  were  now  pursuing 
is  adoi^ng  this  biU-*-<a  bill  wbiich  savoured 
BMwe.  of  prud^Oi!^  tb^H  cf  ifiirit*    The 


house  had  been  told,  that  by  p9sslag  the 
I  former  bill  they  were  entrenching  upon 
the  prerogative,  of  the  crown.  The  pre- 
rogative, however,  he  must  contend,  had 
increased  fourfold  to  what  it  was  in  form- 
er times.  Instead  of  the  former  bill 
being  an  infringement  upon  the  prero- 
gative, it  was,  in  fact,  a  shield  from  en- 
croachment. He  for  one  was  a  firm  friend 
to  the  prerogative ;  but  he  could'  not  at 
the  same  time  forget  that  the  constitution 
provided  that  this  hoose  should  hold  as  sa- 
cred the  rights  of  the  nation.  It  was 
therefore  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  one,  trnd  guaid 
against  the  other.  The  hon.  gent,  then 
alluded  to  the  speech  of  an  hon.  friend  o£ 
his  (Mr.  Ward)  on^  a  formjer  nigKt;  ^ 
speech  which  no  panegyric  of  his  poulddo 
justice  to.  With  the  sentiments  contained 
in  that  speech  he  concurred,  and  with  bis 
hon.  friend  lamented  to  see  the  names  of 
princes  of  the  blood,  recorded  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  He  would  not  suppose 
that  they  went  into  the  house  other  than 
as  peers  of  parliament,  nor  that  the  votes 
they  had  given  proceeded  from  any  other 
motive  than  a  thorough  convittion  of  th(| 
injurious  tendency  of  the  bill.  He  must, 
however,  deprecate  the  effect  on  the  pub<r 
lie  mind.  He  would  suppose,  a  case  :  It 
might  b^  said,  that  a  faction  existed,  that 
that  faction  had  in  view  no  other  object 
than  to  refuse  a  redress  of  ^ievances  to 
the  people.  If  it  should  be  so  said,  and 
that  it  was  the  determined  ii^tention  of 
that  faction  to  nip  the  first  appearance  of 
reform  in  the  bud,  what  would  the  people 
of  England  say  upon  reading  the  names 
of  the  princes  of  the  blood  in  hostility  to 
the  measure  of  reform.  The  houses  of 
parliament  ought  to  be  guided  in  their 
proceedings  by*  constitutional  principles. 
The  princes  of  the  blood,  th#  nobles  and 
chiefs  of  the  land,  would  consult  tlveir  own 
dignity  by  abstaining  from  opposition  to 
the  measure.  He  trusted  that  this  house 
would  be  able  to  overcome  the  ^tion,  to 
subdue,  and  finally  expel  them  from  all 
control  over  the  responsible  ministers  of 
the  crown ;  and  that  m  sp  doing,  redress 
of  grievances  might  no  longer  remain  a 
dead  letter  in  the  constitution ;  t^hat  the 
.attachment  of  the  people  migb^  thei:eby 
be  cultivated  ;  and  that  now,  when  it  was 
most  wanted,  it  might  be  secured. 

Mr.  FvlUr  here  arose  .again,  and  ex- 
claimed, that  the  words  imputed  to  hiin  by 
the  hon.  gent*  had  not  been  ^poi^en.  He 
had  never  said  he  possessed  al|  ij^e  bpi^^- 
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ty  in  the  honse — (Hear  !  h^ar !)  *  I  could'  \ 
{said  the  hon.  gent,  with  much  energy), 
'  throw  as  much  folly  and  thickheadedness 
into  his  num-scull/ — (Order  !    order!) 

Mr.  Lyttkton  made  some  observations, 
in  a  good-humoured  tone,  by  way  of  re- 
ply to  the  last  speaker  ;  in  which  he  ob- 
served that  the  hon.  gent,  was  undoubtedly 
possessed  of  every  quality  which  was  either 
agreeable,  convincing,  or  persuasive.  (A 
laugh.) 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  would  support  the 
present  bill,  rather  than  run  the  chance  of 
losing 'it  entirely.  He  observed,  with, 
much  iron^,  upon  the  polite,  urbane,  and 
gentlemanly  conduct  of  the  hon.  member 
who  had  that  night  been  so  often  declared 
out  of  order  by  the  chair. 

Mr. '  Willougkby  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
bill. — It  would  reflect  honour  on  the  hon. 
gqnt.  who  brought  it  in ;  and,  if  passed 
by  the  other  house,  would  also  add  honour 
on  the  administration  under  whose  auspices 
it  was  carried. 

Lord  Porchester  thought  it  better  that 
the  bill  should  be  read  a  third  time,  arid 
then  such  modifications  as  might  be  deem- 
ed necessary  could  be  proposed. — [The bill 
was  accordingly  read  a  third  time.] — The 
noble  lord  then  proposed  certain  amend- 
ments, with  the  view  of  reconciling  the 
bill  to  what  was  originally  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  house.  He  should  deplore  any 
diflference  of  opinion  between  that  house 
and  the  house  of  lords ;  but  they  surely 
did  not  ask  too  much  of  their  lordships  in 
requesting  that  they  would  suspend,  their 
opinion  for  a  season,  and  grant  to  the 
commons  a  sort  of  armistice,  till  the 
grounds  on  which  they  differed  were  ex- 
plained. They  were  not  to  go  to  their 
lordships  as  sturdy  beggars,  who,  if  they 
could  not  get  their  petition  granted  in 
one  shape  were  ready  to  accept  of  it  in 
another.  What  he  proposed  was,  that  the 
Tvord  '  prohibit'  should  be  restored  in  the 
preamble  of  the  bill,  instead  of  the  word 
'  suspended,'  and  that  the  words  '  with  the 
view  to  inquiries  now  pending  in  the  house 
of  commons,'  also  in  the  preamble,  be 
omitted.  The  on||f  other  amendment  he 
should  propose  was  one  limiting  the  endur- 
ance of  the  bill  to  six  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment, which,  being  more  in  unison  with 
the  former  proceedings  of  that  house, 
would  be  conceding  less  on  their  part,  and 
would  be  desiring  less  on  the  part  of  the 
lords.  He  concluded  by  moving  one  of 
his  amendments. 


Mr.  Bankes  should  be  always  ready  to 
bring  forward  the  present  measure  when 
he  saw  any  chance  of  succeeding  in  it ; 
but  he  did  not  pledge  himself  to  agitate 
it  at  all  times,  whether  success  was  to  be 
looked  for  or  not.  He  should  prefer  the 
bill  as  it  stood  to- an  address  to  his  majesty, 
as  he  should  conceive  the  concurrence  of 
the  other  house  in  the  piresent  bill  went  to 
pledge  them  to  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  was  satfsned  with  having  the 
practice  suspended  in  the  mean  time,  and 
hoped  the  period  was  not  far  distant, 
when  he  should  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal 
more. 

Mr.  Robinson  thought  the  country  would 
find  themselves  disappointed  in  the  public 
advantages  expected  to  be  derived  from 
the  measure,- which  would  not  take  off.  a 
single  burthen. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  a  noble  lord 
had  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  go  like  ai 
beggar,  with  a  club  and  crutch  to  the 
house  of  lords.  Now,  it  was  his  wish,  that 
having  before  gone  with  a  club  to  that 
house,  that  noble  lord,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  that  house,  should  not  now  be  sent 
up  there  limping  upon  crutches,  and  beg- 
ging alms  of  them  in  the  name  of  that 
house.  It  was  his  wish  that  they  should 
continue  to  express  their  sentiments,  not 
captiously,  or  in  a  vexatious  manner,  but 
boldly,  manfully,  and  constitutionally,  as 
they  were  warranted  in  supporting  the 
consistency  of  that  house  ;  that  they, 
should  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  wishes 
of  the  country ;  and  if  this  mode  of 
proceeding  should  be  found  to  fail,  that 
an  humble  Address  should  be  presented 
to  the  throne,  where  they  would  be  sure 
of  obtaining  success  ;  where  no  dark  in- 
trigue or  unconstitutional  influence  could 
intervene.  Where  places  were  useful; 
they  ought  to  be  granted  in  possession 
only,  because  then  the  possessor  and  his 
capacity  \Vere  known  ;  whereas,  if  a  use- 
ful place  was  granted  in  reversion,  an 
idiot  might  rise  from  his  cradle  to  inherit 
the  office,  or  the  places  might  revert,  as 
was  lately  mentioned  by  a  worthy  baronet 
(sir  J.  Newport)  from  the  son  to  the  father^ 
and  tl)e  reversion  be  delayed  so  long  that 
the  father  would  be  incapacitated  by  age 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office.  Gen- 
tlemen could  hardly  mean. to  urge  that 
useful  places  ought  to  be  kept  in  reserve, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  i>tled  by  fools 
or  dotards.  On  the  other  hand,  where 
the  place  was  unnecessary,  no  patriotic 
mi»/  no  man  in  his  lensesj  in  facti  would 
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advise  that  the  country,  in  a  time  of  ex- 
traordinary pressure,  ought  to  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  being  relieved  from 
that  pressure  by  the  abolition  of  such  use- 
less places.  In  common  policy, -therefore, 
the  reversion  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to 
in  all  cases. .  If  the  prerogative  of  the 
reigning  king  was  even  to  be  in  some  de- 
gree prevented  from  anticipating  the  re- 
sources of  the  royal  estate,  it  was  to  be 
recollected  that  the  legislature  at  all  times 
owed  a  duty  to  whoever  might  be  the  suc- 
cessor to  the  throne — ^that  they  should  see 
that  the  estate  was  not  mortgaged,  and  its 
resources  anticipated.  Rather  than  that 
any  compromise  should  take  place,  he. 
should  wish  for  the  honour  of  that  house 
that  it  should  stand  upon  their  Journals 
that  they  vvere  consistent  in  iheir  recog- 
nition of  this  principle  of  economy.  If 
the  bill  should  afterwards  be  lost  else- 
where, the.  public  might  then  have  an 
opportunity  of  judging  which  branch  of 
the  legislature  was  best  entitled  to  their 
coniidence. 

Mr.  Stephens  opposed  the  amendment  of 
the  noble  lord  in  toto.  It  had  by  no 
means  been  yet  proved  that  the  practice 
of  granting  offices  in  reversion  was  in-> 
jurious  to  the  country,  and  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  at  least  a  very  questional^le 
assertion  to  contend  that  it  was  so. — He 
maintained  that  the  language  lately  used 
in  parliament  was  calculated  to  intimidate 
and  dispirit  the  people  from  bearing  up 
against  the  storms  with  which  we  were 
now  threatened.  Nay,  it  was  calculated 
to  exasperate  them  against  ministers  and 
their  sovereign.  These  were  times  of  un- 
common difiiculty  and  danger,  and  there- 
fore the  king's  prerogative  ought  to  be 
strengthened,  instead  of  being  curtailed  ; 
that  his  majesty  might  meet  the  common 
danger  with  increased  energy.  These 
were  not  times  in  which  to  harass  minis- 
ters with  frivolous  and  nugatory  debates. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  combated  the  ar- 
guments of  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
fcjtephens),  who  having  rebuked* others  for 
the  temper  shewn  by  them  in  this  debate, 
had  himself  exhibited  more  of  what  was 
peculiarly  denominated  temper,  than  he 
had  of^en  witnessed  in  that  house.  In- 
deed, the  whole  speech  of  the  learned 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  proceeded  from 
it,  consisting  chiefly  of  reflections  cast 
upon  persons  no  longer  in  office,  .and  its 
whole  scope  and  tendency  seemed  to  have 
that  in  vi^w,  rather  than  tlie  question,  or 
•any  of  those  important  considerations  na* 


turally  suggested  by  it.    To  this  must  be 
attributed   the  palpable  defectiveness  of 
the  learned  gentleman's  reasoning ;  which 
appeared  to  him  no  less  erroneous  with 
respect  to   principles  of  politics  than  of 
law.'    The  learned  gent,  had  adduced  the 
situation  of  Europe,  and  the  circumstan* 
ces  of  the  times  as  arguments  in  favour 
of  prerogative ;   even  if  this  granting  of 
reversions  was  an  abuse,  these  were  not 
times  in  which  it  ought  to  be  restrained-^ — 
Was  it  possible  we  could  cast  our  eyes 
over  the  map  of  Europe,  or  the  page  of  its 
history  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  still 
be  advocating  despotism,  and  putting  our 
trust  in  standing    aq;nies?      Should   we 
never  learn  that  an  armed  people,  proud 
of,  and  devoted  to  liberty,  was  the  only 
method  of  making  a  country  unconquera- 
ble, and  a  government  secure?     What! 
was  it  any  want  of  prerogative  that  made 
Austria,  Prussia,  Russia,  and  all  the  des- 
pots of  Europe  fall  at  the  feet  of  trance  ? 
Or  was  it  the  want  of  their  subjects  hearts 
that  deprived  them  of  energy  and  sup-, 
port ;  that  left  them  in  the  hour  of  dan* 
ger  abandoned  and  forlorn  ?     This  should 
teach  princes  and  states,  that  those  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  *  crook  the  preg- 
'  nanthingesof  the  knee'  before  one  mas- 
ter, could   as  easily  peribrm   the   same 
baseness  before  another;  which  conside- 
ration might  piit  them  out  of  love  with 
flattery  and  fawning ;    and  teach  them; 
that  despotism  was  not  less  impotent  than 
cruel,  not  less  marked  by  infamy  thaa 
folly ;    nor  more   to   be   hated   than  de- 
spised.— He   had   learnt,   not  only  from 
those  great  writers  whose  theory,  as  the 
learned  gent,  said,  unfortunately  differed 
from*  the  practice  of  the  constitution — he 
had  learnt  not  only  from  them,  but  also 
from  high  prerogative  lawyers,  amongst 
others  from  sir  H.  Finch*,  the  high  pre- 
rogative lawyer,  in  the  high  prerogative 
times    of    that    high    prerogative    king, 
Charles  the  first,  who  lost  his  head  tor 
his  prerogative,  which  he  owed  not  a  lit- 
tle to  his  high  prerogative  lawyers,  that 
though  the  prerogative  extended,  as  they 
said,  to  every  thing,  yet  it  could  not  ex-* 
tend  to  abuse,  because,  being  in  its  nature 
for  the  benefit,  it  could  not  be  exerted  to 
the  injury  of  the  public.     Why,  then,  the 
question  "Was,  were    thos^    reversionary 
places  for  the  benefit  or  injury  of  the  pub- 
lic? But,  they  were  pointed  but  as  a  griev-' 

/  *  See  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History 
of  England^  vol.  ii.  p.  35. 
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oas  injury  and  abuse  by  the  conHBittee  of 
this  hoose.  This  hoiise  had  adopted  that 
principle,  framed  a  bill  acknowledging  it, 
and  abolishing  it,  byt  we  were  ,now  to  be 
told  it  was  unpsdatable  to  the  lords,  that 
we  most  peld  it  to  their  prejudices :  but  it 
concerned  too  deeply  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  commons,  which  he  would 
not  consent  to  yield  to  the  prejudice  or 
the  pride  or  the  corruption  of  the  lords, 
algainst  which  he  would  oppose  the  privi- 
leges of  die  commons.  "Nor  would  he 
consent,  that  the  commons,  in  a  measure, 
no  matter  how  small,  of  economy,  of  sav- 
ing the  people's  pockets,  of  controlling 
public  expendtture,^hou]d  bate  an  inch  of 
privilege,  much  less  sacrifice  the  princi- 
ple, which,  in  fact,  was  the  whole  of  this 
bill.  The  hon.  gent,  who  brought  for- 
tvard  this  bill,  now  proposed  to  be  ren«- 
dered  totally  worthless,  by  a  compromise 
with  ministers,  (and  for  whom  he  certain- 
ly entertained  a  better  opinion  than  he  had 
been  pleased  to  profess  he  entertained  for 
him)  recalled  to  his  mind,  upon  this  oc- 
casion. Bottom  the  weaver,  who  playing 
the  part  of  Lion  in  pdc^eantry  before  the 
court,  and  being  excessively  apprehensive 
lest  he  ahould  cause  any  alarm,  when  he 
makes  his  appearance  in  his  lion's  hide, 
pops  his  head  through  a  hole  in  the  neck, 
and  says,  '  don't  be  alarmed^  for  I  who 
^  act  Li<m  am  not  Lion,  but  Bottom  the 
f  weaver,  don't  be  frightened,  and  if  you 

<  were  fHghted,  'twere  pity  o'my  life,  I'll 

<  roar  ye  as  g<enl;ly  as  any  sucking  lamb.' — 
The  learned  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had  expressed  his  disbelief  of  the  existence 
of  any  unconstitutional  influence  exer- 
cised by  irresponsible  pecsons,  and  con- 
trol ing  the  responsible  ministers.  'This 
influence,  however,  was  fe)t  early  in  the 
pitHoai  reign,  denounced  first  by  my  lord 
Chatham,  and  he  believed  the  public  was 
well  convinced  it  did  exist — a  nvysterious 
and  JnalignaBt  power  whose  hand,  felt,  not 
seen,  had  atabbed  the  constitution  to  the 
,heart.-^Bult  of  ail  the  many  curious  cir- 
ccmataaices  which  had  attended  the  pro- 
grefs  of  diis  hill,  nothiag  appeared  to  him 
Htore  c&rious  than  Che  conduct  of  minis- 
ters abottt  it :  they  were  not  lor  it,  and 
thejr  were  not  agaiast  it :  to  t^  ooart 
they  apologised  fipr  themselveB,  'sayiiig— * 

. «  We  are  not  against  it,  because  it  wiU  do 

<  3ron  no  harm :'  to  tiie  people,  *  We  are 
'  not  atrangiy  for  k,  because  it  viriU  do  y^ou 
'  BO  ^eod ;  we  do  not  wish  to  delude  you, 
*.1ibe«ieasiire  is  triAing,  (iwigaOery ,  «dd  the 
^  secretary  at  war,}  it  would  be  deceiving 


'  and  raistng  the  expect^ion  of  the  people, 
'  only  to  disappoint  it ;  it  would  afibrd  them 
<  no  relief.'  Now,  he  perfectly  agreed  aa 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  measure — the 
smallness  of  the  boon ;  but,  it  was  a  com- 
mencenient  of  reform,  it  acknowledged 
the  principle-— ^he  necessity ;  and  there- 
fore, he  should  vote  for  it.  He  would 
also  observe,  that  it  was  the  last  drop 
that  made  the  cup  to  overflow;  that 
the  people  were  full  of  grievances  and 
sufferings,  tossing  and  tumbling  on  the 
bed  of  sickness;  that  they  at  present 
turned  their  anxious  eyes  towards  that 
house  for  relief— that  they  should  beware 
how  they  disappointed  them,  and  turn* 
ed  their  eyes  elsewhere  in  despair. — 
But,  it  seemed,  that  ministers  objected 
to  a  measure  so  inadequate,  so  paltry,  not 
worth  the  people's  acceptance.  They 
had  better  stomachs  for  reform — ^wanted 
something  more  substantial.  He  suppo^ 
•ed  they  wished  for  some  independent 
country  member  to  get  up  and  propose 
that  the  ancient  undoubted  ri^t  of  tho 
people  to  annoail  parliaments,  chosen  by 
themi^clves,  should  be  restored — or  thai 
no  person  bi'ibed^  or  who  should  be  brib* 
ed  by  a  place  or  pension  should  have  » 
seat  in  the  commons  bouse- — that  tba 
good  old  laws  of  the  land.  Magna  Cbaarta, 
Bill  of  Rights,  and  Act  of  Settlement^ 
should  be  restored,  by  repealing  all  tiijoso 
unconstitutional  acts- which  had  nearly 
annihilated  them ;  or  some  other  propo^ 
sition  worthy  to  be  entertained  by  an 
English  house  of  commons. — ^He  could 
not  sit  down  without  expressing  his  ^a* 
tonishment  at  the  quarter  from  whence 
the  opposition  to  this  very  moderate  tnea-» 
sure  came,— ^rom  those  who,  for  doing 
nothing,  had  received  and  were  receiviag 
large  scans  of  public  money,  who  ought 
to  have  been  the  very  last  to  oppose  it,  or 
rather,  who  ought  to  have  been  amongst 
its  most  chearful  patrons  and  promoters — ^ 
even  though  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  which  guided  «very  prudent 
trademan^  aad  mske  him  consider  pre* 
s^Bt  security,  as  wdl  as  future  gain.  He 
ffioukl,  and  with  no  unfriendly  voice,  cail 
upon  those  persons  to  conaiderj  whether^ 
by  thmr  opposition  to  this  bill  of  Be- 
viersien,  ^y  might  aat  fwoduoe  bills  of 
Besumpiion  ;  y^ether  they  mght  net, 
by  oppomog  this  eaiaH  commeacetDent  of 
reforei,  cause  themaelTeB  speedily  to  hear 
sottoda  the  meat  unpleasant,  he  aho»ld 
suptpose,  «D  their  ^mih^4m  he  would  have 
them  teeetlect,  that  itwat  not  the  ftml 
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time  in  the  history  of  this  country  that 
the  necessity  of  the  times^  and  the  indig- 
nation of  the  public^  had  echoed  through 
the  land,  resume  and  refund. 

Mr.  Windham  did  not  think  that  the 
measure  of  abolishing  Reversions  would  he 
so  productive  of  advantage  to  the  people 
as  some  of  its  v^rmest  advocates  seemed 
to  suppose.  The  assertion  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  that  it  would  be  the  commence- 
ment of  reform,  was  to  him  no  recom*- 
mendation  of  it,  knowing,  as  he  did,  the 
dreadful  dangers  which  might  ensue  from 
misguided  attempts  at  reformation,  of 
which  we  had  had  sufficient  examples  in 
a  neighbouring  country.  As  to  the  cor- 
ruption that  was  so  generally  asserted  to 
exist  among  the  higher  orders,  he  con- 
tended that  that  corruption  existed  in  an 
equal  degree  to  the  lower,  and  that  the 
tree  struck  its  roots  as  deep  mto  the  earth 
as  it  elevated  its  branches  into  the  air. 

Mr.  ^ridan  should  not  have  been  pro- 
voked to  say  a  word  at  so  late  an  hour,  by 
any  thing  but  the  extraordinary  position 
which  he  had  just  heard  from  bis  right 
hon.  friend.  What !  all  corruption  in  the 
state  was  to  be  found  only  at  the  root  I 
The  people  were  the  root,  and  from  the 
people,'  then,  sprung  up  all  corruption  ! 
He  must  beg  his  right  hon.  friend  to  re- 
collect that  he  had  successively  represent- 
ed such  a  variety  of  places ;  whether  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  the  city  of  Norwich, 
St.  Mawe's,  or  Higham  Ferrers,  that  even 
a  memory  like  his,  and  such  a  known  ac- 
quaintance with  the  constitution  of  parlia*- 
ment,  could  not  well  enable  him  to  say  of 
what  place  he  was  really  the  representa- 
tive. His  right  hon.  friend  had  chiefly 
insisted,  that  the  root  of  corruption  was  to 
be  traced  only  to  the  people.  He  would 
contend  the  very  contrary.  It  was  go- 
▼ernment  that  was  the  seducer;  the 
people  the  seduced.  The  present  ques- 
tion would  put  it  to  the  test ;  and  if  hi^ 
right  hon.  friend's  principles  were  to  be 
adhered  to,  it  would  oply  prove,>  that  the 
<irippin^  of  the  top  of  the  tree  were  oftten 
the  reed  cause  of  the  blighting  of  the 
branches,  and  the  corruption  of  the  root. 
Where  root,  branches,  &c.  all  were  under- 
mined, could  any  fair  frait  .be  af^er  ex- 
pected to  blossom  fVom  such  a  ground  ? 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided^ — ^For  lord  Porchester's 
Afloendment,  60 ;  Against  it,  1 12.  Ma)o<- 
rity  10  favour  of  the  Reversion  Bill  as 
broudit  in  by  Mr.  Bankes,  52.-^The  Bill 
was  Uies  passed,  and  ordered  to  the  lords. 
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[Indictment  Bill.]  Earl  Sumhope  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  this  bill» 
which  he  said  purported  to  be  a  bill  to 
amend  the  law,  but  which,  in  his  opinion^ 
tended  to  make  it  worse.  He  tbouglit 
that  part  of  the  bill  in  particular  which  ref- 
lated to  proceedings  on  information  highly 
objectionable.  He  did  not  mean  to  debate 
the  bill  now ;  his  object  was,  that  a  day 
should  be  fixed  for  the  second  readings 
and  that  it  should  be  fully  discussed.  Up 
therefore  moved  ;  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
2nd  time  on  the  Idth  of  May,  and  that 
the  lords  be  summoned.  ^ 

Lord  Holland  thanked  his  noble  friend 
for  bringing  this  subject  foi'ward ;  and 
although  the  part  of  the  bill  alluded  to  by 
his  noble  friend  might  not  be  exactly  that 
on  which  he  should  found  his  objections, 
he  yet  must  say,  without  now  entering 
into  the  subject,  that  this  bill  was  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  constitution ;  and  he 
trusted  when  the  day  of  discussion  arrived, 
that  those  who  supported  the  bill  would 
be  prepared  to  state  to  the  house  the  rear 
sons  on  which  it  was  founded.— ^The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  2nd  time  on  tha 
16th  of  May,  and  the  lords  to  be  siun* 
moned. 

[Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  The  duke 
of  Cumberland  acquainted  the  house,  that 
he  held  in  his  hands  a  Petition  from  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  praying  that  house  not 
to  acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  Roman  CatlM>lics  of  Irer- 
land.  His  royal  highness  stated,  that  he  - 
had  had  this  Petition  for  some  time  in  hia 
possession,  and  was  then  induced  to  pre- 
sent it,  in  consequence  of  the  notice  of  an 
intended  motion  given  on  this  subject  last 
night. 

Lord  Auckland  declared,  that  had  he 
been  in  the  house  at  the  time  when  the 
Catholic  Petition  was  presented,  he  should 
have  taken  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  strong  and  i^ncere  regret  he  felt  ^t 
pressing  such  a  subject  again  into  public 
discussion.  After  its  recent  discussion, 
a  discussion  .  the  most  serious  and  conclu* 
sive  that  ever  took  place  in  the  his|:ory  of 
parliament,  it  was  the  declared  sense  of 
their  lordships*  by  a  great  majority,  not  to 
.acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners; 
he  could  not  but  regret,  that  the  same  sub- 
ject was<  again  so  precipitately  pressed 
before  the  attention  of  parliament* 
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Lord  HoUtmd  nerer  could  accede  to 
the  validity  of  sach  a  position,  that  be- 
cause, in  former  sessions  of  parliament, 
that  hoase  had  come  to  a  decision  adverse 
to  the  views  of  a  certain  description  of  the 
king's  subjects,  therefore,  that  it  operated 
as  a  bar  to  their  fotare  hopes  and  petitions. 
Bat  what  were  the  circumstances  which 
particularly  marked  this  case  ?  It  was 
true,  that  the  house  did  not  accede  to  the 
prayer  of  the  former  Petition,  neither  did 
it  reject  it  altogether ;  the  motion  was  set 
aside  by  the  harrying  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  his  noble  friend,  and  of  the  other  noble 
lords  who  heard  him,  that  many  of  those 
who  then  voted  for  the  previous  question, 
expressed  themselves  alone  hostile  to  the 
time  in  which  that  Petition  was  presented. 
It  surely  might  be  presumed,  that  those 
objections  were  removed,  and  that  cir- 
cumstances had  since  occurred  to  render 
it  advisable  for  that  body  of  people  to 
submit  their  case  to  the  legislature. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  intimated  to  his  noble 
friend,  that  he  was  under  an  error  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  motion  founded  on  the  former 
Petition  of  the  Irish  Catl\olics  was  over- 
ruled by  the  adoption  of  the  previous 
question.  The  fact  he  believed  to  be, 
that  the  motion  for  sending  that  Petition 
to  a  committee  was  rejected  by  a  very 
considerable  majority  of  their  lordships. — 
The  Petition  was  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  the  first  reading  of  this  bill. 
The  Earl  of  Moira  said  he  could  not  suf- 
fer it  to  pass  its  first  stage  without  making 
iBome  observations  upon  its  general  merits. 
Highly  as  he   respected  public   opinion, 
and  desirous  as  he  was  of  always  exhi- 
biting a  willingness  to  accede  to  its  judg- 
ment, he  still  did  not  see  any  ground  to 
change  the  opinion  he  had  on  a  former 
occasion  given  upon  this  subject.     It  had 
been  totally  misunderstood  by  the  public, 
and  he  was  one  of  those  who  could  see  no 
danger  from  giving  to  the  executive  go- 
Ternment  that  laudable  influence,  which 
in  the  end  provided  for  the  concerns  of 
the  public.     He  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
when  the  right  of  granting  reversions  was 
vested  iq   the   crown,   it  was  an  abuse, 
but  ftill   it  was  to  be  recollected,  'that 
Ihe  practice  had  existed  for  300   years, 
atid  had  the  sanction  of  ancient  usage. 
If,  indeed,  any  cori*upt  grant  of  this  na- 
ture had   been   made,   or  if  there   were 
Others  which  stood  in  the  way  of  a  salu* 
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tary  and  wholesome  regulatioi^  the  exist- 
ence of  such  circumstances  constituted 
a  just  ground  tor  their  particular  modifica* 
tion.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  majesty's 
reign  proved,  that  in  his  beneficent  mind 
there  predominated  no  feeling  for  a  rigo- 
rous exercise  of  the  prerogative,  where 
that  exercise  trenched  upon  the  true  inte- 
rests of  his  people.  At  present,  he  had 
no  motion  to  submit  on  this  subject,  but 
more  strongly  to  impress  the  opinion  he 
before  stated,  with  respect  to  their  lord- 
ships seeking  a  conference  with  the  house 
of  commons,  to  ascertain  their  views  upon 
that  measure,  and  particularly  because,  in 
one  part  of  this  bill,  there  was  a  reference 
to  further  objects  of  reform  and  retrench- 
ment. 

Earl  Grotoenor  said,  in  the  second  stage 
of  this  bill  he  should  certainly  feel  it  his 
duty  to  advert  to  the  obsei'vations  of  the 
noble  earl.  He  then  only  wished  to  know^ 
when  it  was  intended  to  read  this  bill  a 
2nd  time? 

Lord  HcRvhtsbiay  proposed  the  9th   of 
May>  which  was  adopted. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdey,  AprU  12. 
[Roman    Catholic     Petition.]      Mr. 
Grattan  observed,  that  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  Petition  from  a  numerous  body  of  men, 
styling  themselves  Roman  Catholics,  and 
praying  relief  from  that  house,  in  the  hope 
that  they  might  be  admitted  to  the  fran- 
chises of  the  constitution.     He  should  not 
for  the  present  enter  into  the  matter  of  the 
petitioners'  case,  but  content  himself  with 
moving  that    the    Petition   be   received, 
and  lie  upon  the  table.     On  the  1 6th  of 
May,  however,  he  should  submit  a  pro* 
position  to   the  house  upon  the  subject. 
He  fixed  upon  that  day  as  the  most  con- 
venient to  several  gentlemen  who  took  a 
warm   interest   in  the    Petition,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  prove  equally  convenient 
to  the  gentlemen  opposite.     He  had  only 
to  add,  that  this  Petition  was  signed  by 
a  great  proportion  of  the  most  respect- 
able members  of  the  Catholic  body,  many 
of.  whom    had    actually  subscribed    the 
Petition,  whilst  others,  whose  names  ap- 
peared to  it,  had  their  signatures  .affixed 
by  authority  given  to  the  person^  who  sub- 
scribed for  them.     The  Petition,  however, 
he  should  presetit  as  that  of  the  persons 
only  who  had   actually  subscribed  their 
own  signatures  to  it.     He  moved  therefbre« 
that  the  Petition  be  received. 
The  Chancellor  (tf  the  Exchequer  desired 
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to  know  what  was  the  proportion  the  real 
signatures  bore  to  those  which  were  affixed 
by  the  authority  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.  « 

Mr.  Grattan  replied,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  state  the  propottion,  but  that 
the  number  of  signatures  affixed  by  order 
of  the  parties,  amounted  to  several  thou- 
sands. 

The  Weaker  suggested  that  it  would  be 
extremely  desirable,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  point  out  any  distinctive  mark  by 
which  those  which  purported  to  be  the 
signatures  of  the  parties  could  be  known 
and  distinguished  from  the  real  signa- 
tures. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied,  that  all  signatures 
by  the  authority  of  the  parties,  were  writ- 
ten in  the  same  hand,  whereas  the  bona 
fi(k  signatures  were  written  in  the  various 
hands  of  the  subscribing  persons.  He  could 
prove  the  signatures  of  some  of  them  him- 
self^ and  these  were  men  of  the  highest  re- 
spectabiiity,  some  of  them,  for  instance 
lord  Fingal,  being  at  present  in  London. 
He  had  stated  in  candour  the  nature  of 
some  of  the  signatures,  and  with  a  view  to 
guard  against  any  imputation  that  he  had 
presented  a  Petition  purporting  to  express 
the  sentiments  of  persons  who  had  never 
subscribed  it.  Every  person  whose  name 
appeared  to  the  Petition,  was  ready  to 
come  forward  and  subscribe  it,  but  he  had 
thought  it  better  to  present  the  Petition  in 
its  present  /orm  than  to  send  it  back  to 
Ireland  and  risk  the  consequences  of  the 
various  meetings  that  must  necessarily  be 
called  in  order  to  obtain  signatures. 
.  Mr.  jFf.  Parnell  stated,  that  it  was  noto- 
rious that  the  Petition  had  been  actually 
subscribed  by  several  of  the  most  eminent 
and  respectable  members  of  the  Catholic 
body,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  received. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excltequer  felt  no 
objection  to  receiving  the  Petition,  if  that 
could  be  done  without  departing  from  the 
constant  practice  of  parliament.  I^rom 
the  bulk  of  the  petition,  it  appeared  that 
there  was  a  great  mass  of  names  annexed 
to  it,  and  amongst  the  number,  there  must 
.be  many  who  had  actually  signed  it,  and 
whose  names  might  be  retained.  But,  if 
the  signatures  which  had  not  really  been 
written  by  the  parties  could  not  be  de- 
tached, he  should  be  rather  inclined  to 
receive  the  Petition  even  as  it  was.  If 
any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  house,  he  should  certainly  prefer  re- 
ceiving the  Petition,  at  the  same  time  pro- 
testing against  this  case  being  drawn  into 
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a  precedent,  rather  than  send  the  Petition 
back  to  Ireland  for  signatures.  But,  if  it 
should  appear  to  be  clearly  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  parliament,  to  receive  a 
petition  under  such  circumstances,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  house  should  depart 
from  its  regular  practice.  Upon  this  |X)int 
he  appealed  to  the  Chair,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  a  wish,  that  some  mode  might 
be  devised  of  separating  the  actual  from 
the  virtual  signatures,  in  order  that  the 
petition  might  be  received  consistently 
with  the  forms  of  the  house. 
.  The  Speaker  having  been  appealed  to, 
stated,  that  it  was  quite  clear,  that  if  a 
petition  was  offered  to  that  house  with 
signatures,  avowed  not  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  parties  whose  hames  they 
purported  to  be,  it  \^as  not  receivable. 
The  simple  remedy  for  this  was,  if  these 
signatures  could  be  detached  from  the 
petition,  to  present  it  with  such  only  as 
had  been  actually  subscribed  by  the  par- 
ties, in  which  case  the  Petition  would 
be  received.  That  house  knew  of  no  pe- 
titioners ;  it  considered  only  the  matters 
sub.stantially  contained  in  ,  the  petition. 
There  were  two  ways,  by  either  of  which 
the  present  difficulty  might  be  got  over* 
The  signatures  which  were  not  real  might 
be  erased,  and  the  petition  presented  with 
the  original  signatures ;  but  that  was  ba^ 
zardous  both  to  the  parties  and  tlie  hon. 
member  who  should  undertake  to  cancel 
any  names  appearing  to  the  petition.  The 
other  course  vtras,  to  detach  the  signatures 
that  were  not  original  from  the  petition, 
and  as  far  as  that  could  be  done,  to  pre- 
sent it  with  such  of  the  original  signatures 
as  were  annexed  to  the  petition. 

Mr.  Tiemey  acquiesced  in  the  rule  laid 
dpwn  by  the  Chair  in  all  ordinary  cases, 
but  asserted  that  the  peculiar,  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case  were  such  as 
to  except  it  frohi  the  application  of  the  or- 
dinary rule.'  There  was  no  man  fiom 
Ireland  who  did  not  know  that  two  or 
three  millions  of  signatures  could  be  ob- 
tained for  the  petition..  The  petition  might 
be  received  as  the  petition  of  those  only 
who  had  actually  subscribed  it.  tlf  the  pe- 
tition had  come  from  pei*sons  partially  in- 
terested, there  might  be  some  reason  for 
inquiring  into  the  signatures,  but  as  this 
petition  expressed  the  sentiments  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
no  form  ought  to  be  allowed  to  keep  it 
out  of  that  house.  He  thought,  there-* 
fore,  that  it  ought  to  be  received  upon  the 
assurance  of  bis  right  hon,  friend,  that  hv 
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believed  the  ^gnaturti  to  be  those  of  the 
]iarties>  or  ami^ed  by  the  aolliority  of  the 
parties. 

Mr.  M.   Fies^erald  (khight  of  Hterry) 
fell  much  difficulty  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, bowing,  as  he  did,  to  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Chair.     He  was  convinced  th^t 
ittore    inconvenience  tvould   result  froth 
sending  the  petition  back  to  be  regular- 
ly signed,  than  from  receiving  the  pfe- 
tftion  in  its  preseht  form.     Having  taken 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of 
the  case  respecting  the  signatures  to  this 
petition,  he  could  assure  the  house  that  ^ey 
Were  17,000  in  number,  arid  that  several 
thotk^attds  of  these  were  original   sigha- 
tures.    Many  of  the  other  sijgnatdres  had 
Ifeen  added  oft  the  authority  ^of  petition^ 
upon  the  sime  Subject  froiri  dtffer'eht  coiirt- 
tSefe  ih  IrelaUd,  which  Were  Actually  ^b- 
^cribed  by  the  perspils  wh6^e  name^  ap- 
f»eaVed  to  thert.     When  the  pfetitioh  w^s 
sub^tibed  by  several  thousands  of  6rigi*- 
^al  signatures,  it  becStme  a  seri6ui^  qtfefe- 
tioA,  it  the  object  of  it  wasto  be  defeated 
%y  an  eiror  in  point  Of  form.     If  sent  back, 
k  would  be   easy  to  obtaih  millions  of 
rfibsct-ibers,  but  he  begged  't!h6  hcfusc  to 
confer  whit  inight  be  the  effett  6f  riefef- 
ring  this  petitiolfi  back  to  these  millions, 
rte  'pift  it  to  his  majesty'Js  miriisters  Whe- 
ther they  would  risk,  by  rendering  snth  a 
etourse  necessai^,  the  distutb«ince  of  that 
karmony,  which  they  were  all  i6  anxiotis 
to  ^re^erve.     The   signatured  had  been 
{)rocured  from  M  parts  of  Irelarid,  atnd  ih- 
doded  the  irio^t  respectable  athongst  the 
Roman  Catholics,  because  it  had  been  ob- 
jected against  former  petitions  that  they 
did  not  express  the  sentinients  of  the  whole 
t>o(]y.     Btit  if  the  house  should  send  it 
back,  he  was  sure  that   the  signatures 
would  be  procured,  ih  a  temperiite  man- 
ner.   There  wiould  be  other  petitions  pre- 
sented frott  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and,  as  he  uhderttood,  one  from  a  Northern 
county,  with  ufpwards  of  30,000  signtltures. 
Sir  RdbeH  Peck  adverted  shortly  \o  the 
Manck'e^er  PetitioR  fm*  Peace,  which  Was 
siiid  to  have  contained  47,000  signattircs, 
and  ^ted,  that  he  had  since  been  fnform- 
ed  that  there  had  been  ho  inore  thah  1660 
original  signatured  to  that  petition,  and 
that  many  of  the  names  annexed  to  i4;  were 
those  of  men  long  dedd.     He  was  glatl  the 
law  of  parliament  had  been  nbw  laid  d6wn, 
t5ecattee>  though  it  was  the  first  right  of 
%p  bring  his  complaint  fifefore 
.^.^^^^^^l^piuch  inconvenience  would 
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of  dead  p^rsond  tb  petUlctoi  We^«  V6  \9s 
countenanced. 

Sit-  J,  Nezoport  dejit-ecatfed  evfefy  atjpli- 
cation  of  the  case  stated  by  the  hon.  bartt 
to  the  [it-eient  case.  Persbiis  might  differ 
on  the  question  respecting  l^at  or  peace* 
but  no  matt  could  doubt  that  th*  Whole 
Catholic  papulation  of  Ireland  werfe  desi-t 
rous  of  being  admitted  to  the  franchises 
of  the  constitution.  If  tever  the  rule  «yf  the 
house  \Vas  to  be  departed  from,  it  Was  in 
the  pretent  instance. 

Mr.  "Ghrattan  lamented  the  awkward  situ- 
ation in  Which  the  pctitinners  would  be 
placed  if  this  petition  should  be  rejected^. 
It  would  be  an  inhospitable  reception  that 
wotifd  be  given  to  the  clatmi^  oi  the  peti- 
ticiher*.     If  the  tulie  laid  down  Was  to  be 
strictly  observed,  it  Would  be  pecAliafrljr 
severe  ^ith  respect  To  pietitions  from  Ire- 
land.    No   member  who  might  present 
one  froift  thitt  country,  particularly  if  of  a 
pojpular  natiite,  coulS  possibly  prove  that 
Ml  the  signatures  were  real.    Under  thcsft 
circumstances,  thie  people  of  Ireland  could 
hiive  no  communication  with  that  houses 
If e  hkd  "prtesented  petitions  from  Several 
citites  in  Irtland,  the  signatures  t6  which 
hie  could  hot  have  Vei-rfied.     He  Ifeft  it  t6 
the  good  sense  of  the  houie,  whether  they 
ought  to  be  too  critical  in  judging  of  pt- 
titidns,  ivheA  they  conscientiously  knew 
that  the  petition's  contained  the  sentiment* 
of  those  whose  signatures  were  annexed. 
He  prdteHed  against  the  application  of  th^ 
firtatement  of  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  R.  Peele) 
to  this  ca^,  because  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  petition  expressed  the  real 
sentiments  of  all  whose  names  wei-e  sub- 
scribed to  it.  If  they  sent  that  ba<?k  which, 
other  great  bodies  received,  would  not  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  be  discouraged  from 
any  commiihication  with  the  lower  hous^ 
of  parliament  ?    He  remembered  having 
presented  a  petition  at  onfe  time  to  th^ 
Irish  parliament,  which  had  40  or  50,000 
signatures,  of  which  orily  7000  were  ori- 
ginal, yet  thiit  produced  no  difficulty.  He 
knew  it  was  discretionary  ih  the  house  to 
receive  the  petition  in  its  pi^sent  shape^ 
and  he  must  put  it  therefore  to  theiir  dis- 
cretion.    If  the  petition  was  to  be  sent 
back,  and  meetings  should  be  called  for  ob- 
taining signatures,  it  was  not  his  fault.    H6 
would  not  undertake  the  responsibility  of  It. 
He  could  authenticate  many  of  the  signa- 
tures himself,  as  others  could  mahy  taOi*e, 
and  he  therefore  again  put  it  to  the  good 
sense  and  discretion  of  the  hcmse>  to  re** 
ceive  the  petition. 
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I^r.  Jf^bfirforci  observed,  that  there  was 
not  in  a(iy  qi^rUr  9.  disposition  to  pbject 
tp  receiving  the  petition,  but  coi^tended, 
that  ^be  usual  practice  of  the  l^ou^e  with 
respect  to    petitiq^s,    signed    by   ^my 
names,  was  of  ipo^t  substantial  importance 
find   real  utility^   aiu}  ought  i^q\  to  be 
departed  froip;  for  much  inconveniei^ce 
mig\kt  ari^efrom  a  precedent  so  establised, 
howevfer  stroj^g  the  inducement  might  t)e. 
Mr.  Tiemey  explained,  and  desired  to 
^now,  whether  if  the  question  should  come 
to  a  vote  and  he  should  vote  for  receiving 
ihe  petitipn,  if;  would  be  any  disrespect  to 
th^  chair,  after  th^  statement  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  which  had  been  90  ^is- 
tinptly  given  frQif^  the  C^air  ? 

The  i^<z^  re-stated  what  he  had  ai^- 
itecedently  communicated  to  the  hoi^se ; 
■apd  observed  that  it  could  be  no  disrespect 
to  him,  for  ai|y  hon.  member  who  thought 
ochemi/se,  to  vpt^  ac/cording  U>  his  indivi- 
dual impre^on.  He  had  when  called 
^pon,  ^8  ip  washi.s  4uty,  ^te4  tbje  pf^c- 
itic^  Qf  ^he  house  to  thp  best  of  t^is  judg- 
En,e^ ;  ai>d  i^  would  be  fqr  the  hous^  to 
jdecide,  whetbe^*  it  wpuld  adh^gre  to  its 
regular. practice,  gr  depart  frpm  it  jn  this 
inst2ince.  * 

The  Chgnpeffor  f^  the  ^c^guer  did  not 
.wi^  U>  reject  the  Petition ;  on  tlie  con- 
trary, he  was  4e6irous  that  it  si^iould  t^e 
,witi^4i^WQ>  jn  ordier  to  its  being  presented 
in  a  ji^pre  regular  form.     It  vvovLl/d  be  a 
paiafi^l  idi^ty,  but  if  p^e$^.e4  in  the  present 
fqrpit  he  must  yote  for  its  ^ejecti^op.      He ' 
jya$  ^xinys  that  the  P^eti^ion  shoujd  l^e 
^ec^ivj^d,  ami  a9  numbers  .coul4  not  ^dd 
w/eight  tf>  the  iwpQrt^i?jc.e  of  ^>e  Aul?jea, 
ti^  fi^t  bpn.  gent,  by  .withdrawing  the 
P^ijtipip,  3^4  preseijitlng  it  to-mpr^ ojw  with  | 
*ny  wn^h^pf  origin^d  siga^iturep,  .would  1 
attain  the  end  he  desired.    A^  Peit^itiQp^ 
i9^ere  to  be  pre^nted  ifot^  t^e  diijfereni: 
c^juptie*  of  frej^nd,  )tbe  iM>v,^  Yff^}^}d  J^^av^ 
t^  n^m^  aujiihej5iticate.d  ^nnex^d  ;to  tjie^e 
jMMfticglar  p^tiow-      He  ^a^  k^m  m- 
fwwed  .p^'^he  .circjw^stjwiQe  rfi§j^ct\x^g  the 


§ir  ^.  Nemorjf  ob^rye^,  th^t  tbp  c^^e  of 
th^  Petition  iroin  tpe  merchants  of  Cork  (ii^ 
ifot  at  all  bear  upon  the  presf!int  p^tjtipn. 

Mr.   Y^indhaju  did  not  by  any  tpeai]8 
w\^\\  \\\^i  the  nousp  should  depart  fi-orh 
aiiy  r^le  laid  dovvp  to  regulate  its  proceecj- 
ipg§  \  but  at  the  same  tim^  he  thofigl^t^  in 
pprfecf  cpn^stence  with  the  rule  pn  thfs 
occ^joD,  fbe  petjtipn  shpiald  be  allovyed 
to  remain  upon  the  t^ble.     I^.e  could  npt 
^ep  why  tlie  fictitious  signature^,  }f  any 
i^fich  there  vvere,  were  to  invalidate  the 
real  ppe^.     Tl^ev  might  let  them  lie  dead, 
and  count  them  tor  nothing ;  and,  surely,  if 
fifty  or  six|-y  well-ascertained  signatures 
could  be  made  out,  it  would  have  the  sanie 
eflect  as  Afty  or  sixty  thousand,  since  the 
impor^ncp  of  the  petition   was  not  aj:- 
tempted  to  be  denieq.     He  admitted^  that 
if  the  signatures  confessed  to  be  real  could 
be  detacbed,  it  wpuld  be  well ;    but,  mf- 
jEpj-tfiaately,  tfiey  were  so  blepded  witk 
those  c^lfpd  fictitious,  that  an  attempt  at 
<}iscrimii^tipp  wpuld  bp  utterly  impossi-' 
bje.     Pp  hqped  the  hopsp  would  not  pudi 
tke  rule  fJ>.  its  jextpnt  on  this  occasion,  as 
it  might  lead  to  a  manifest  inconvenience  ; 
viz.  Siat  in  case  any  future  petition  >y.erp 
tp  be  pre.^ented,  najaies  might  be  fraudu- 
lently and  clandestifliely  fabricated  in  tl\e 
same  hand,  for  the  purposje  of  procuring 
the  rejection  of  the  petition.     He  thought 
the  petition  sfxauld^  at  all  events,  be  su^- 
iered  to  lie.  p^  the  tablje,  with  tJie  nam.e^s 
separate,  if  possible ;    but  jstill,   if  that 
cpui^  nqt  be  enected,  he  though,tit  di^ 
Apt  sig;)ify,  a/s  the  suspected  names  might 
be  allowed  to  go  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Y<^ki  ^<£lt  g,reat  apxiety  on  thp  sub- 
jecjt  o^  t^  petition.  The  petition  did  no^  ' 
derive  weight  /rom  the  nun?bers  subr 
^crih^d,  but  from  its  matter.  But,  if  the 
/sig^tures  were  so  intermixed  as  not  to  b^ 
separated,  he  thought  that  it  should  be  re- 
ceived in  its  pr.e;Se/it  state,  making  a  spe- 
cial entiy  upon  the  journals,  that  it  .should  , 
flpt  be  drawii  ipto  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Secr/Btary  Canning  was  desirous  that 


Mmi^iys^^v  Petition.    <?ne  pf  t^i^e  pie^-  j  ^ij^e  .^^ay  njiiaht  h.e  found  out  /or  avoiding 


imrJ^  for  Poflfc  ^A  al§p  pre^^enle^  .a  Peti- 
tW»,  Pftrppfltiflg  1^  b^  fjrqffi  .the  merqtwt? 
of  jiib9it  pity>  ^nd  m  m  f^  dayi^  jM^^  h^ 
iuforiflPwdjlJmiMl^V  J^Mor?  r^cw^  frppa 
tb»t  ^ty,  i^4W^^^i»  ^^^  ^^  &^.^  ^Q^y 
Ojf  ,the  |fter/;hanl;s  toe)|r  notbmg  .pf  ^ 

ni9.u^  tiU  Abey  myf  M  staged  jp  ^^h,^  #^w- 
ps^v^.  n^  ^mentioned  j^e^  jqas^^,  tp 
9b<vw  iiopv  loosie.'tbp  i^ctip^  ;^q^  h^omj^ 
witbd;eap9ct.^  {i^itjon?,  and^PiW^n^Qf^saiy 


tV^  p^^sf^t  diiJ5.culty,  Iput  did  not  think 
that  any  4^ing  with  .i;<ispect  to  these  fbrms 
slionld  be  gra;?^ted  as  a  f^^p^t  indulgence, 
w^ii,cii  fliigjit  be  a  ffxinvQ  embarrapment. 
frle  thought  ^t  i^j;|o^sible  tot  that' in  sucIjl 
^  19^^  of  i^anjies  t^e  rjifi^ht  hon.  gentl^ma^ 
wiftvdd  #nd  many  .\v^ich  he  could  attest^ 
a^d  as  numbe;;s  .ijaad^  1^9  d,iffere^ce  in  the 
igiporUflfte  .vjr.tji.is  qpe,^iop,,tlpe  petitip,ii 

mi^ht  ^  w^^t^  m^  ,thfisp  ^^sm^rp,^ 

90Jy. 
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Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning severally  explained ;    after  which, 
Mr.  .Grattan  proposed,  with  the  leave  of 
the  house,  to  withdraw  the  Petition,  with 
a  view  to  procure  original  signatures,  in 
which  case  he  should  not  be  able  to  pre- 
sent  it  before  the  recess.      He   should, 
however,  present  it  by  the  16th  of  May, 
on  which  day,  he  should  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  upon  it. — 
After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Whitbread 
and  William   Smith,   recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  line  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
•Yorke,  to  receive  the   Petition  and  make 
^  special  entry,  the  Petition  was  with- 
drawn. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
said,  he  had  not  long  since  had  occasion 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
general  consideration  of  our  military  esta- 
blishment; but,  at  the  same  time,  the 
house  would  allow,  with  reason,  that  the 
first  consideration  was  due  to  our  regular 
army,  rather  than  to  those  descriptions  of 
force  which  were  secondary  and  collateral 
to  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  government, 
however,  to  attend  to  all  parts  of  the  mili- 
tary system,  and  to  provide  eflectually 
for  the  maintenance  and  discipline,  not 
only  of  those  descriptions  of  force  that 
always  had  arms  in  their  hands,  but  also 
of  those  that  were  armed  only  provision- 
ally for  the  purpose  of  training  and  dis- 
cipline, with  a  view  to  eventual  emer- 
gency, tjaving  proposed  that  first  which 
was  of  most  importance,  he  was  hapi*y  to 
congratulate  the  house,  that  by  the  suc- 
cess that  had  attended  the  measures  which 
it  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  propose  to 
the  house  last  year,  no  legislative  care  was 
any  longer  necessary  for  the  establishment 
of  a  regular  army.  The  zeal  with  which 
the  act  passed  on  his  suggestion  had  been 
carried  into  effect,  having  added  40,000 
nien  to  our  regular  establishment,  that 
most  important  branch  of  our  military  sys- 
tem might  be  safely  left  to  the  protection 
of  the  ordinary  recruiting.  The  regular 
army  and  militia  being  in  this  perfect 
state,  we  might  now  proceed  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  those  other  parts  of  our  esta- 
blishment which  were  neither  less  impor- 
tant, nor  less  difficult  to  be  properly 
regulated.  Having  taken  the  measures 
last  Vear,  which  operated  so  beneficially 
for  tEe  regular  army,  he  thought  the  coun- 
try might  rest  with  safety  upon  those 
measures,  till  more  precise  iilformation  as 
tci  the  Bnmber  and  discipline  of  .the  volun- 
teers under  arms  should  furnish  to  the 


legislature  more  authentic  materials  than 
could  then  be  had,  there  being  no  immcf- 
diate  communication  between  government 
and  the  volunteer  corps  as  there  was  now, 
by  means  of  the  inspecting  field  officers. 
By  means  of  these  officers,  the  most  accu- 
rate information  was  now   obtained  on 
these  important  points,  and  though  the 
arrangemerit  of  so  important  a  matter  was 
full  of  difficulties,  which  were  enhanced 
by  the  labours  bestowed  on  it  by  his  pre- 
decessors, and   particularly  by  the   able 
individual  who  had  gone  before  him,  he 
and  his  colleagues  would  be  wanting  in 
their  duty  if  they  did  not  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  it  as  early  as  they  could,  and  if 
•  they  did  not  bring  forward  as  they  now 
did  through  him  a  plan  of  subsidiary  de- 
fence.    In  looking  to   the   amount  and 
description  of  our  army  in   gerieral,  he 
had  already  congratulated  the  house  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  room  for  anxiety. 
In   point  of  number  and   discipline  our 
army  was  beyond  any  thing  this  country 
ever  enjoyed.     To  the  volunteers  he  was 
happy  to  pay  that  share  in  this  general 
tribute,  to  which  the  testimony  of  the  in- 
specting field  officers   proved  them  justly 
entitled.     No  force  was  ever  better  qua^ 
lified   for  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
country,  none  better  entitled  to  its  confi- 
dence, and  as  long  as  they  felt  inclined^ 
and  convenience  permitted  them,  to  do 
duty  in  the  manner  they  now  did,  it  was 
impossible   he  could  imagine  a  force  to 
which  he  would  be  more  disposed  to  trust 
the  fate  and  fortunes  of  the  British  em- 
pire.    He  should,  however,  be  wanting  in 
his  duty,  if  he  did  not  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  occasions  might  arise,  in  which 
the  services  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
community  as  volunteers,  would  appear 
no  longer  called  far  by  any  pressing  emer- 
gency    This  was  the  crisis  which  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  provide  for,  and  no  time 
could  be  so  properly  selected  to  make  that 
provision  at  the  present  moment,  when 
the  volunteer  corps  were  so  high  in  num- 
ber, zeal,  and  discipline,  when  defalcation 
appeared  to  be. at  a  great  distance, ■  and 
when  the  remedy  that  might  be  provided 
for  its  eventual  existence  might  be  matured 
and  perfected  before  it  would  be  wanted, 
and  might  come,  into  operation  so  gradu- 
ally and  imperceptibly  as  to  create  none 
of  those  agitations  that  were  unavoidable, 
when  great  deficiencies  were  to  be  sup- 
plied by  sudden  exertions.  •  If  the  •  war 
should  continue  very  long,  or  if  0  peace 
should  be  jaade»  the  volunteers  might  ia 
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either  case  return  to  those  domestic  habits 
from  which  the  imminent  danger  of  the 
country,   a  call    alv^ays    imperatiye   on 
Britons,  had  drawn   them    forth.      This 
event,  whenever  it  might  take  place,  it 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  see  that 
the  country   was  prepared  for.     Hence' 
arose  tlie  necessity  of  proposing  a,  plan 
that  would  be  equally  operative  in  peace 
and  in  war,  and  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  that  the  country  would  be  at  no  mo- 
ment unprepared.     It  was  better  that  the 
attention  of  parliament  should  be  called 
to  this  subject  in  time  of  war   than  in 
peace,  for  nothing  was  more  inconsistent 
with  peace,  nothing  more  likely  to  disturb 
its  tranquillity,  or  to  shorten  its  duration, 
than  to  agitate  inquiries,  and  to  be  occu- 
pied about  arrangements  'connected  with 
war.     He  supposed  no  argument  was  ne- 
cessary to  convince  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  every  possible   exer- 
tion to  put  our  military  establishment  in 
the  most  respectable  posture.     It  was  only 
necessaVy  to  look  at  the  state  of  Europe, 
to  see  that  by  no  other  .means  could  we 
be  enabled  to  treat  for  peace  on  equal 
grounds ;  and  except  we  made  peace  on 
equal  grounds,  it  would  be  no  peace.     It 
was  necessaiy  for  us  to  put  forth  and  array 
our  strength  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  only 
to  render  our  coast  invulnerable  in  war, 
but  also  to  shew  the  enemy  that  he  had  no 
chance  of  accomplishing    his  object  in 
peace,  and  to  teach  him  to  make  up  his 
mind  to  live  in  the  world  with  one  power, 
which  he  could  not  hope  either  to  con- 
cjuer  or  to  intimidate.     In -ibis  view,  how- 
ever high  an  opinion  he  had  of  the  volun- 
teers, he  c<»iceived  it  would  be  unwise  to 
leave  the  permanent  defence  of  the  coun- 
try dependent  upon  the  feelings  of  indivi- 
duals ;  and  he  conceived  it  right  to  pro- 
pose a  system,  invariable  in  its  operation, 
which  would  prevent  the  public  security 
from  being  ever  compromised. — Having 
stated  this  outline  of  the  considerations 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  plan  he 
was  about  to  propose,  he  would  now  pro* 
ceed  to  explain  the  ideas  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  with  respect  to  the  existing  system 
of  subsidiary  defence,  and  the  alterations 
they  proposed  to  introduce  upon  it.    An 
act  was  passed  some  time  since,  for  the 
general  training  of  fhe  people.     He  had, 
in   the  last  s4«ion,  brought  in  a  Bill  foi* 
completing  the  returns  uiKier  that  act,  and 
regulating  the  mode  in' which  the  ballot 
should  be  applied  to  them,  i   The  ballot, 
howciver^  could  be^»p]»li€(lK)nly. to  a  stnsll  ^ 


proportion  of  the  returns,  and  even  then 
there  was  not    sufficient    compulsion  to 
render  it  eiiectual.     It  was  necessacy  to 
state  to  the   house,  without  reserve,  the 
view  his  majesty's  ministers  had  of  that 
training  act.     The  intention  of  it  was,  to 
enable  ministers  to  advise  his  majesty  to 
train  200,000  men  out  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation.   The  parish  officers  were  to  do  the 
duty  of  military   officers   and  drill  Ser- 
jeants towards  those  men.     But  neither 
was  the  training  adequate,  nor  would  th^ 
men  be  of  any  use  when  so  trained.     The 
time  of  the  year  when  the  men  were 
brought  together  under  that  act,  and  the 
place  where  they  were  to  be  assembled, 
were  equally  improper;    and  they  were 
turned  out  of  the  hands  of  their  trainers  un- 
fit for  any  service,  and  without  any  obliga- 
tion to  any  except  in  the  event  of  inva- 
sion.    There  were  some  who  considered 
training  of  value,  with  embodying.    He 
was  of  a  different  opinion.     He  consider- 
ed it  of  little  use  to  have  men  trained  un- 
less they  were  regimented.      The  regi- 
ments of  regulars,  volunteers,  or  militia, 
into  which  they  should  be  put  after  such 
imperfect  training,  would  have  little  be- 
nefit from  them.    If  trained  in  regiments 
they  would  be  of  real  utility.     The  train- 
ing of   the  whole  number   of  800,0(X>, 
which  number  the  Bill   proposed  succes- 
sively to  train,  would  have  been  a  very 
general  hardship  without  any  benefit,  or 
an  imperfect  and  contingent  one,  except  , 
in  case  of  incorporation.     The  volunteer 
training  was  such  as  to  leave  the  xhen 
ih  a  state   of  perfect  discipline,  fit  for 
service,  without  any  further  instructioii, 
whenever  the  exigency  should  arise.    But^ 
while  the  general  training,  in  this  view^ 
was  more  vexatious  than  beneficial,  there 
was  another  view  in  which  it  was  service- 
able.    The  men  might  be  trained  up  so 
as  to  be  qualified  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
militia  and  regular  army,  and,  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to-  make  use  of  them,  they 
would  be  ready.     Instead  of  training  the 
whole  military  classes,  a  sufficient  num- 
ber might  be  trained  to  cover  any  proba- 
ble exigency  that  might  be  expected  to 
arise.     The  regular  army  at  home  at  pre* 
sent  amounted,  with  the  militia,  to  200,000 
men,  exclusive  of  artillery.     The  regular 
army,  if  raised  to  one  hundred  men  ,tD 
each  company,  which  was  na  more  than 
the -.officer  commanding  could  easily  ma- 
nage, .might  admit  5P,000  additional  men. 
It  would  be^a.-gt-eat  advantage  that. this 
nohiberofjDieii. should  be  ready  tiaiaed^ 
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ivithout  «ny  fice^mi^i^  ba)lf>t  £pr  ^h^m-    tb#?iB  W4»hM    ^<^   ^ere£»re    ^    deppt   pf 


Thisy  should  fee  p«g^f d^d  a3  ««  arwy  gf  H 

ficrve,  tQ  bei  mwie  use  4?f  oniy  i»  cf^pp  rf 
great  em^rg^ai^.    Tfrer^  would  b^  rn^ 
occasion  to  h^^  r^eourae  ^P  ilvB  poiriii^ 
officers ;  thf  w^  would  be  a]w^«  riBftdy, 
wluiu  ft  hoefd  MHUia  i^houkl  ftSord  ei^ieh 
£9e'ilit\f»  0(  general  trfiming,  W  the  imn 
§0  U'aiii«d  i«oiild  b^  »»  p^ui^itjon  tp  t(i^ 
i^gimeots  djuey  aaigbt  ji>i».    ft  w^uld  he 
fiomcmnt  tv^'mi9g  to  drill  tk»  mm  48  d^ya 
iiear  th^  bamas,  i^c^ordiiag  i^  \im$^ur 
iem  of  ihe  niilki^  i«  timie  of  p^^ise,  (ii»d  ^ 
Jiave  di«fla  enabodi«d  ^1  dap  in  their  qw3 
coimtuis.    A  oie^syi^  t^  toif  kind  wou]4 
j)aye  9iicb  aa  effect  on  tb^  rpcrating  of 
ibe  reguiar  army,  ^^t  tbo  mA9t  9mp^  re^ 
Jiance  migbt  be  plficed  an  its  effeds  im  wiy 
circumstances.    It  was  aot  oisooMairir  to 
bave  recDurse  to  it  immediately,  biM:  it 
■mi gbj(  be  regarded  as  aswe  reco^Fse  i^  re- 
serve.  Now^  uritb  res{>ec|;  to  the  vo\m^^m 
he  vim  prepared  to  Bt9t»  9fi  bis  own  of^on^ 
as  well  as  that  of  his  naajesty's  ministers, 
that  as  long  as  the  voloateera  ceutld  with 
/conyenieoce   give  their  services  to  d^te 
country,  with  that  degree  of  milijb^ry  ^r 
ciency  which  tbev  at  present  possessed, 
government  would  net  desire  any  mojce 
efiectual  force.    But,  it  was  essential  jto 
fix  and  organize  a  permanent  force^  which 
WAuld  always  subsist  to  the  same  amount. 
i/>oking  to  the  regulars  and  militia  as  the 
iirst  line,  and  the  yoluateers  as  the  second 
li|ie,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  reguuented 
force  as  a  third  line,  and  the  point  now  Ao 
be  considered  was,  what  amount  of  for«e. of 
this  kind  it  was  necessary  to  have,  in  order 
jto  fill  up  the  deficieuGaes  that  migbt  arise 
in  the  volunteer  estaMisbments.   With  re.- 
^ect  to  the  proportion  <of  this  regimentabl 
draining,  some  thought  it  ought  to  go  to  a 
much  larger  extent  than  was  ever  proposed 
before.     Bnt^  when  the  nature  and  amount 
ef  the    existing  regular   fcurce  was  .ex- 
omioed  oomparativ.elsr,.wi^  the  training 
to  be  instituted  with  a  view  to  i)ls  aid, 
ibere  was  reason  4:o  conclude,  that  the 
•amount  proposed  by  bis  right  Jaon.  ^friend 
-(Mr.  ^ocke^  <£drtbe  limiteutioQ.of  Ahe  Holao.- 
vteers,  that  was,  six  jtuaies  .the  ijaitttla,  wonld 
•aiflS^rd  ample  foundation  for  .a  tpermaneot 
aubisidiaiy  estabdisbment.      An  'incjseafie 
might  be  made,  if  circumstances  reqjoidred 
at,    but  it  was   unnecessary  >to  rbvntfaeii 
<tbe  country ;   in  the  &*st  in^taace,  jthc 
•Cimef  the  number  joi  the  milbia  >w.QiiiId  he 

Jbr  iGcea(t  Bntainoniy  360>000jnen. .  The  iepi  ia  ttme.irf  iuMasiCin,  wbea^actoal  sojrr 
'timnJber  of  -aifeotive  >yoliinleeffs  in  Ireland  .i^ioe  might  be  .damau^ed..  With  xefipeo^ 
m9M  ^o^.4Mi  $0,000.    'Xkdat  Ada  ipian^   ito  ithe  tortus  fil /mfS^wl^iSib  fiJf»  y^S 


430Q,QPQ«  rewiy  ?^t  ^  moment's  uotio^  t^ 
^1  h^fe  ^b^  r^gipei^s  of  thf;  line  ^f|d  th^ 
i^iiitia,  ^^isording  a^tb^y  might  be  w^it^ 
0  i^alfie  tb#m  up.    ^ccor^i^g  to  th^  1^ 
reti^rns,  the  e^5eotive  i^rce  of  the  volunteers 
ij|  Great  Sfi|^i|»  i^as   2dtp,Qpp.      Ther^ 
m^Y0  dc^u^lly  ^ndpr  ^rfns  at  the  Jas^  ii)<- 
sp^cjtiof^  ^A0,000.     The  report  of  their 
4i^§iplifie   fTftS    highly  %vourable,    ^o4 
'  tb^F  Wef^  ^l^dared  &|ly  capa^ble  of  act- 
ing wit'^  the  li^^.     He  jkuew  the  rigbt 
bou.  ffei^lemw  opposite  (IVf  r.  Wiadba^n)^ 
fought  tbe  voluuteer^  not  fit  to  be  ^c^|l 
in  CQi^p^y  with  the  militia  ;  bi|^  others 
thought  di^ereptiy,    and  be  agi-eed  witb 
^em-      Wbeu  tbfs  gross  amount  of  thp 
efiec^iv^  ypluateers  was  compared  with 
isi^  tim^^  tb^  amount  of  the  militi^^  there 
wfts  fwi^d  a  deficiency  of  30,00(^  on  fJtifi 
aggr^gat^.      jSut   whei>   this   de&ciency 
esm^  to  b$  fijahdf vided^  ^be^  was  foun^ 
9n  i#«v|Mi^)ity,  some  of  the  couiaties  being 
more  deifioient  and  some  lesp,  and  among 
the  latter  tjte  maritij^e  counties ; .  9^4 
^  qjopse^ijuea^e  of  |;his  if]^qua)ity  w^^ 
th»t'  ^QJ)00  would  be  wanted  to  coii^plGt^ 
tbe  /eetablisbment  to  the  ai^oi^^t  4osu'^. 
Ue   profiosfid  tberefor<3  to*  give   to    1^ 
crown  a  power  to  criejii,te  ^  J^al  Militia, 
tfi  thie  aggreg»i<e  araoA^ot  of  ffO^QQO  n^^ 
in  the  first  inataooe,  to  be  ipcrea^ed  io 
propiQtfftion  as  the  ^olunte^r  iome  dM>u^ 

diminish,  aiiid  to  siMP^rsjede  them  tot^ly  if 
they  should  withdraw  th^ir  sierviiCps  in  tb^e 
.event  pf  ^ac^.  *  It  was  a  s^sfaci^iop,  t)f^ 
in  ereatiag  this  fofice,  w^^^^  w^  ^qmpuji- 
s«ry  'y^  t^e  ^m  i^st^ce,  t^  cojUAtry  b^ 
the  benefit  pf  I^yij9g  ^e  exp^iipent  on  a 
^ked  scale,  to  p<noce^d  |o  a  ^ore  exten- 
we   af)plioation  fif  t^  principle,  if  ip 
should  be  ibund  suuopeasful.     He  felt  it  der 
a»»^le  to  prooeeid  according  to  the  ^cusr 
horned  habits  $wd  prii?b&iples  of  tbecouur 
try,  ajttd  :tbei:efore  ^  wo^ld  picopose  to 
conform  -the  jcoi^itutiKyi  jof  this  ^roe  to 
tbait  of  ii^he  militia,  but  wi<^  this  djtferepce, 
thait  wbe^e^  the  ^iikia  w^  now  bke  the 
regular  forces,  the  qiilitia  in  time  of  peao® 
wou:)d  be  aasurned  as  a  imodel,  a^d  coivs^"* 
iqiKantly  Ahe  serv^ce^of  this  force  would  b^ 
^confined  .to  lits  county  /ej&c/ept  i][i  ti^pe  of 
inyasion,  oi*  wboti  the  ei^emy  sibould  ho 
actually  on  tbe.Qoast,;W.heu  ajojpe  ijt  mig^ 
,be  marched  o^t^j^f  it^  counties.    Jt  ^ould 
lie  afls^nfibled  at  /wnymi&s$  tim^  •of.^W 
year,  ibr /the  piurpose  of  tca«amg  .o«ly>  e^r 
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trAii1ii1g>  i»  pto9ided  by  the  rigfat  hoiL 
gent's,  bill^  if9A%  wbbllf  SibKleiquHt^.  It 
was  (Jtesii-abld  bhat  the  tnen  siioold  not  W 
tdk^kt  aivay  iAconvcttiently  Arom  their 
oecup&tittkid>  t^ithodt  ciompeAMting  th« 
bouitlty  by  fi^bstantmi  improvem^nti  it 
w^  desii-abl^  nlsOi  to  prevent  the  tM 
ireqtteAt  n^curreinee  of  ihe  conftnton  of 
thi;  balibt,  ^d  on  tbeeis  grounds  it  wais 
iiitend^d  to  pridpdse  ^  engagetnatit  tx) 
the  hidividaaU  for  a  ^itAin  ti/tkt,  dud 
to  bind  tbetti  t6  do  permaiieht  duty  m  theit 
ouil  ict^ufities  ft)r  a  (ceitatn  humb^t*  ^  dayfr. 
This  obligation  he  hoboed  ^;mold  tMt  be 
conddened  kaird^  at  a  time  when  the  pvo-^ 
ftpe^t  of  be^g  able  to  otihtiiiue  the  «<rtni'- 
pt^tiom  of  ind\iMi*y  depended  im  every 
mill's  be^nj^  able  to  d^efewd  the  ieat  of  that 
iikdtiMry  with  <ahtt^  in  hto  bands.  It  waft 
ifitettdfad  to  allow  ne  «ubititateiw  IM^ 
fi/hc't  W1U  wyt  lifke  the  mot^bte  iBiliti«> 
whiich  taking  «fieh  fo|*  'yMlk*s  hWayfrem 
iheiV  hbitik^  ttid  estabtishmemib,    Wo«(M 

ofteh  bie  foihmi^  t»  fwiviliee,  tmldte  MriMitii- 
tutioA  w«r«  alKiwtid.  A  felt  dayt  leHriee 
wrthih  hfe  <ce«Ayty  would  h/h  iie  faardihip 
to  any  in^,  aMd  if  e^^ry  x^  win  allowed 

to  cdrnfe  into  thie  kibarkCft  tbr  «  sebtfOhluVes 
the  Mddt  ruilfoils  c«tofe^dti€We^ft  to  the  KiiMk*- 
try  Would  be  iReU  ifi  the  \e»oitAOils  ri«e  ^ 
the  bo«hM;ite6>  lis  ill  t^te  hMtSdnoe  of  the  pro- 
Vimtfal  ciValry,  fift  Wh#ch,  tbo«i|gh  the  seh- 
Vvce  Hltra^  ^ithin  the  coiMity,  turd  to  one 
^arrtc^ftlftir  ^ried  of  Ihe  year>  the  price  ef 
eub^ituteb  T^e  ^  dO  tor  #0  gtfiiieee.  It 
Wa»,  th^reft>iift>  thought  i^lift  to  alh>W  lie 
eyb^titutes.    BUt>  (^'ordetto  pf^eAt  the 

If^M-idefs  c<Q^ftfsMn  of  the  hf^hm,  with  i^e 

iow^st  l^ahk»,  ifoili^  initigiadion  shotfhl  be 
'ad\*]riCt^d,  ahd  4te  pt*eposed  to  follow  ^ 
e^thple  of  the  right  hon.  ^etfi.  opjfKmite, 
by  attowJHfg  tfee  pttrty  to  ^etife  envying 
a  fitfe  of  such  tAag^ittide  ah  to  diseoar^ge 
the  having  recoatse  to  it,  eitdept  in  v^ry 
Mrong  ^aifeis.  He  wonld  wish  to  en^oarage 
Vhe  service  of  ]iteWo*i%  of  raiakd^s  oi&cet%: 
eoaceivihg  thc^i^  iv^rk  #ahy  persdiA  Whe 
Would  enter  into  this  service  Voltttitarily, 
he  proposed  that  iiueh  offers  ^he«td  be  re^ 
ceived,  and  that  the  ballot  should  be  ew- 
fbrced  only  where  there  were  no  offers^  no 
•Selection  by  the  parish  officers.  He  Would 
not  aHow  'the  parishes,  riny  Skote  than  in- 
divitfan'h,  tb  fhid  dtlbsthtiftes;  for  though 
thpy  would  not  create  so  ge<tera1  a'cotepe- 
litioii  ifti  the  market,  they  would  yet  create 
enough  to  do  tnischief.  To  prevent  ^is 
%vil,  ht  proposed  a  penalty  oh  the  person 
conseiiting  to  be  a  substitute,  and  on  the 
parish  acceptifng  him.     Be  proposed  %o 


give  a  small  bounty  of  two  or  thite  giii* 
nead  to  these  who  shotkld  enter  vohin* 
tarily>  in  order  to  render  the  cbaipulsory 
obligation  of  the  law  anihecesaafy.v  It  was 
intended  to  sulnilit  petsons  from  a  cet*- 
tain  age  to  a  certain  age>  to  the  compul^ 
sory  obligatioa  of  the  ballot^  and  by  a 
little  attention  to  the  classes,  it  would 
be  easy  to  determine  the  proper  propor»- 
tioit.  But  it  was  only  in  the  event  of  a 
de^iency  of  volunteers^  that  die  ballot 
was  to  be  taken  op  ;  therefore  age  cx>uld 
not  be  so  well  applied^  and  the  state  of  the 
volanteeir  eatabHshnient  would  always  be 
a  diiiiGUh  matter  of  regtilation.  It  wotik) 
be  betner  in  these  circuihstances  to  throw 
out  persons  of  xmfe  advanced  age  altoge- 
tfaer^  and  Iheh  there  woald  be  every .  tea>^ 
son  te  be  sate  that  the  J^oang  men  would 
reasdily  take  iipenthem  the  increased  bur^ 
then  of  a  lai^er  share  ih  the  defence  of 
the  €oantry.  Loeimig  tp  a  p«nod»  when 
kiBteed  of  00^^300,  tlie  Dallot  was  te  be  en*- 
forced  fer  a  gfbater  noasbel-i  he  pfofmied 
lihaa  the  ages  to  which  it  shoakl  t)^lt% 
shoald  be  Urom  ie  to  95, and  WheAa  sum- 
btont  e«mber  xvf  volunteers  lAioald  not 
oiin-j  he  prdfNned,  that  the  baliot  abOuM 
apply  between  l^se  ages.  The  qualift»- 
chtion  of  officers  he  looked  oh  as  highly 
unpoTtant ;  amd  be  proposed  that  the  i^ 
gulathins  of  the  militia  should  be*  adopted 
as  they  now  stood.  No  qualification  on 
this  bead  was  reqtiired  for  subalterna. 
I^ere  was  a  latita<ie  given  in  the  recom^- 
hnendationof  captailhn,  if  persons  qualified 
could  tiot  be  tbund.  Field  officers  would 
be  left  as  beft(re>  and  thoagh  it  was  diffi- 
<nili  flow  to  get  qualified  persons  to  serve, 
it  was  to  be  h^ped,  that  service  wkhin  the 
icottfftv  v^uM  ift  ttcfCB  attractive,  and  that 
i}ualined  p^rsoM  would  cotee  forward  to 
uiktertake  it.  He  would  propose,  ^at 
retired  fieM  offieeTs  of  the  line  should  be 
«legibte,  and  he  was  sare  it  woald  be  con^ 
sfdered  as  a  distkictfon  jastly  due  to  those 
officeia  who  had  i<eached  that  high  station. 
— ^The  next  point  to  which  he  should  caH 
4^  ahemtion  of  the  bouse  wae,  that  to  pre^ 
vent  this  Local  Militia  from  interfeting 
eitiier  with  the  regular  army  or  the  rega'> 
lar  milkia^'he  should  propose  that  no  man 
taking  this  engagement  should,  daring  the 
4bur  years  for  which  it  was  intended  to  last^ 
-be  debarred  firoUi  enlisting  in  the  regular 
army  or  regular  mi'litla  at  his  pleasure* 
He  would,  however,  on  this  head  propose 
one  limitation  in  compliment  to  the  oom^* 
tnandiag  officers,  to  Whose  feelings  it 
would  amt  bo  ¥«iy  fleesiog  to  ii»ve  tibek 
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men  attached  by  recruiting  parties,  while 
embodied  for  the  purpose  of  discipline. 
He  should,  thei'efbre,  propose  a  restraint 
on  their  liberty  of  enlisting^  for  a  part  of 
the  time  during  which  they  should  be  em- 
bodied.    He  conceived    it  possible  that 
volunteer  corps  might,  in  many  instances, 
wish  to  change  the  terms  of  their  engage- 
ments, and  to-  become  corps  of  Local  Mi- 
litia.    It  was  well  known  that  the  esta- 
blishments of  some  volunteer  corps  were 
more  expensive  than  was  necessary.    This 
might  be  expected  to  produce  some  em- 
barrassments with  respect  to  funds,  which 
it  would  be  desirable  to  escape,  by  turning 
to  a  service  which  required  no  stock  purse. 
>This  disposition  should  be  encouraged,  be- 
cause the  local  militia  would  be  always 
effective  for  service  ;  but  otherwise  it  was 
the  disposition  of  his  inajesty's  ministers  to 
give*  every  possible  support  to  the  volun- 
.teers,  considering  them,*  in  their  present 
iiighly  disciplined  state,  preferable  to  any 
greeif  force  whatsoever.     It  was  intended 
.to  put  a  stop  to  all  insurances  made  with 
a  view  to  the  mitigation  of  fine  attached 
to  the  refusal  to  do  personal  service  ;  and 
with  this  view  a  penalty  would  be  imposed 
^n  the  person   having  recourse  t(*  insur- 
''ance,  and  the  person  with  whom  he  might 
insured.     The  whole  expence  of  the  pro- 
posed force  to  the  countiy  would  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  volunteers  at  present^  nor 
that  which  would  be  to  be  incurred  under 
the  Training  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gent. 
He  had  made  comparative  calculations,  and 
had  adjusted  the  bill,  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  might  see.    The  right  hon.  gent.^s 
trained  man  would  cost  more  than  a  volun- 
teer or  local  militia  man.     The  cost  of  this 
last  was  something  less  than  4/.  He  looked 
«ipon  it  that  400,000  rank  and  file  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  army  and  militia  would 
do  a  great  deal,  but  that  was  not  the  only 
means  of  increased  defence  that  we  pos- 
f  essed.     There  was  the  provisional  increase 
of  50,000,  which  would  give  us  an  army 
of  650,000  men,  subject  bnly  to  the  reduc- 
tion on  the  formation  of  a  peace  establish- 
ment, which  reduction  would  never  amount 
to  50^000.  Always  keeping  up  that  amount 
of  regular  and  subsidiary  force,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the   enemy   to    bring 
against  us  ^ny  army  capable  of  making  an 
impression ;  and  with  the  trained  popula- 
tion which  this  measure  and  the  volunteer 
system   would    necessarily    generate,  we 
should  have  such  means  of  supplying  the 
frastie  of  men,  that  the  largest  force  the 
memy  could  bring  must  perish  in  the  un- 


equal conflict.  The  amount  of  force  al- 
luded to,  would  be  amply  sufficient,  and 
to  train  more  would  be  only  idle  waste. 
An  armed  peasantry,  though  useful  in 
other  countries  peculiarly  circumstanced, 
could  be  of  no  use  in  this.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  incorporate  them  with 
the  regiments,  if  invasion  should  arise. 
Too  extensive  a  training  would  be  a  use- 
less and  unprofitable  burthen,  tending  ta 
break  the  backs  of  the  people,  if  the  ex- 
pression might  be  used.  Having  a  regi- 
mented force  of  400,000,  in  addition  to  a 
regular  army  of  200,000,  which  mighty  if 
occasion  required,  be  increased  to  250,000, 
parliament  might  rest  content,  and  trust 
that  the  empire  was  secure.  He  should  now 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  He 
was  glad  gentlemen  would  have  the  inter- 
val of  the  recess  to  consider  the  provisions 
of  it ;  and  in  order  to  give  them  the  great- 
est possible  facility,  he  should  move  that 
the  bill  be  printed.  When  they  should 
re-assemble,  and  resume,  the  consideration 
of  this  subject,  he  would  receive  with  at- 
tention every  suggestion  gentlemen  should 
ofier,  and  endeavour  as  much  as  possible 
to  profit  by  them.  He  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  better  provision 
for  the  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Yorke  expressed  his  approbation  of 
the  principal  features  of  the  plan  which 
the  noble  lord  had  just  submitted  to  the 
house.  For  himself,  he  had  long  been  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  placing  the 
country  in  that  state  of  military  habits 
which  would  enable  us  to  look  without 
fear  on  any  danger  with  which  it  might  be 
threatened.  The  plan  of  a  local  aiid  per- 
manent militia,  he  considered  as  peculiarly 
suited  to  the  genius  of  our  constitution, 
and  the  manners  of  the  people.  In  the 
present  convulsed  and  disorganised  state 
of  Europe,  no  one  could  foresee  what  might 
happen.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
the  country  had  occasion  for  a  full  array 
of  the  whole  of  its  military  population,  it 
was  the  present.  He  hoped  at  last  we 
were  come  to  the  time  when  the  house 
would  lay  down  some  solid,  well-digested, 
an4  permanent  plan  of  internal  defence, 
and  that  they  should  hear  no  more  of  an- 
nual motions  on  this  important  subject. 
The  plan  of  the  noble  lord  he  understood 
to  be  composed,  first  of  the  regular  army, 
maintained  at  its  present  establishment ; 
next,  of  a  numerous  local  militia;  and 
lastly,  of  au  intermediate  force,  the  whole 
of  which  should  be  perfectly  adequate  to 
the  defence  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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The  only  objectilt)n  of  any  moment  which 
he  had  to  offer  to  this  was^  that  he  would 
prefer,  instead  of  having  what  the  noble 
lord  called  an  irregular  militia^  a  complete 
amalgamation  and  combination  of  all  the 
fbrces  of  that  description.  This  "part  of 
the  plan  would  be  brought  into  practice 
with  great  advantage  at  thq  end  of  the 
war,  at  which  time,  with  hardly  any  in- 
convenience, it  might  be  moulded  into  a 
permanent  system.  To  render  the  plan 
more  perfect,  he  thought  it  adviseable, 
that  besides  the  local  militia,  we  should 
have  a  body  of  troops  not  so  numerous  as 
the  militia,  but  applicable  to  the  defence 
of  every  part  of  the  empire,  serving  as  well 
in  Ireland  as  in  England.  These,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  should 
amount  to  35,000  men,  composing  a  spe- 
cies of  reserve  for  the  army,  to  be  trained 
and  commanded  by  regular  officers.  On 
military  subjects  we  could  not  have  better 
authority  thto  that  power  which  had  van- 
quished the  greater  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe.  The  French  had  carried  the 
Roman  military  system  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  the  inventors  of  it  never 
could  have  foreseen  it  would  have  reached. 
They  had  distinguished  their  national 
guards  into  sedentary  and  moveable.  He 
thought  this  principle  could  be  advantage- 
ously applied  to  the  constitution  of  our 
militia.  There  would,  however,  be  so 
riiany  opportunities  of  discussing  the  mea- 
sure in  all  its  details,  that  he  would  not, 
for  the  present,  trespass  any  longer  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Windham  rose  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  but  he 
could  not  help  previously  making  one  ob- 
servation upon  what  had  just  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  expressed  a  hope, 
that  the  time  was  now  arrived  in  which  a 
permanent  system  would  be  adopted  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  Why  this 
hope  should  be  entertained  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  now,  rather  than  at  any  former 
time,  he  was  at  a  loss .  to  conceive,  and  it 
appeared  te  him  rather  curious  that  such 
a  hope  should  be  entertained  by  thjse 
who  were  now  breaking  up  the  system  al- 
ready established.  It  was  as  absurd  as  a 
call  for  unanimity  would  be  at  the  very 
moment  when  matter  of  contention  and 
dispute  was  brought  forward.  The  ques- 
tion was,  what  it  wias  upon  which  they 
were  to  settje  ?  The  right  hon.  gent,  cef- 
tainljr  could  not  expect,  that  he  '  should 
agree  to  a  system  which  went  to  subvert 
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another  which  he  wished  tasee  permanent. 
As  to  the  grand  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  this 
was  not  the  proper  time  for  discussing  it. 
He  called  it  a  grand  plan,  because  grand 
it  certainly  was,  when  he  coniidered  the 
persons  from  whom  it  came,  the  mighty 
preparations  which  had  been  made  for  its 
introduction,  that  it  was  full  of  complexity 
and  involution,  of  ingenious  and  intricate 
machinery,  of  springs  of  various  powersJ^* 
and  of  wheels  within  wheels,  or,  to  borrow 
an  expression  from  the  Critic,  that  it  wa» 
replete  with  business,  incident,  and  bustle, 
and  likely  to  keep  the  reader  in  suspeas<» 
to  the  very  last  scene  of  the  last  act.  * 
Without,  however,  at  present,  entering 
into  the  details  of  the  measure,  which  cer- 
tainly did  not  conform  to  the  rule, '  quod 
potest  fieri  per  pauciora,  non  debet  tieri 
per  plura,'  he  would  merely  say  a  few 
words  upon  it  in  relation  to  the  object 
which  it  was  meant  to  accomplish.  In  all 
plans  of  this  sort  there  was  a  unity  of  pur- 
pose, and  that  which  the  present  had  in 
view  was  to  promote  the  supply  of  the  re- 
gular army,  and  to  guard  against  a  danger 
peculiar  to  the  days  in  which  we  live^ — ^. 
the  defence  of  the  country  against  the  in* 
vasion  of  a  foreign  enemy.  The  difficulty  • 
of  accomplishing  the  first  part  of  this  ob- 
ject, he  contended  had  been  very  much 
increased  by  the  noble  lord,  because  the 
measures.which  had  been  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  it,  and  which  ba(^ 
fair  for  attaining  the  purpose  for  which 
they  had  been  adopted,  had  been  com-' 
pletely  frustrated  in  their  operation  by  the 
noble  lord.  The  noble  lord  had  set  out 
with  defeating^  the  measure  of  inlisting 
men  for  a  limited  period,  and  now  he  wa?| 
about  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  Training  act.  The  .noble 
lord  had  talked  in  his  speech  as  if  he  (Mr. 
W.)  had  placed  great  virtue  in  the  Train- 
ing act;  but  he  would  tell  the  noble  lord, 
that  he  never  had  expected  much  from  i); 
in  the  way  of  training,  though  he  certainly 
had  expected  a  good  deal  from  it  in  the 
way  of  ejirolment.  If  the  object  of .  th^ 
noble  lord  was  to  train  a  certain  number 
of  men  for  the  military  service,  a  question 
immediately  arose,  how  much  training  he 
would  purchase  by  a  sacrifice  of  conve- 
nience, for  in  the  same  proportion  as  h^ 
added  to  the  one  he  necessarily  took  from 
the  other.  All,  then,  he  could  accuse  hiia 
of  was,  of  having  talien  the  major  compro- 
mise between  the  two  ;  and  if  that  was  the 
case,  it  was  not  too  late  to  correct  the 
error  into  which  he  had  fallen.  Instead 
£ 
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of  this,  however  (said  ISfr.  Wimlfaam),  in 
Order  to  deliver  you  from  this  raw  head 
and  bloody  bones,  for  such  he  seems  to 
consider  the  Training  act,  he  grails  upon 
it  powers  of  greater  severity,  and  is  about 
to  do  now  what  would  have  been  done  un- 
der ft  only  in  the  last  extremity.    If  the 
noble  ford  imagined  that  his  plan  could 
be  carried  into  execution  without  much 
inconvenience,  considerable  expence,  and 
great  prejudice  to  the  morals  or  those  who 
were  to  be  embodied  under  its  providons, 
lie  was  very  much*  mistaken.    And  if  he 
did  not  choose  to  defer  te  his  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  he  requested  that  he  would 
consult  any  serious  judicious  magistrate ; 
who  would  not  only  confirm  what  he  had 
now  stated  as  the  probable  effect  of  the 
present  measure,  but  would  likewise  tell 
him,  that  the  evil  resulting  to  the  morals 
of  the  volunteers  by  withdrawing  them 
from  their  homes  and  assembling  them  in 
large  towns,  was  a  strong  objection  to  their 
being  called  out  on  permanent  duty.     The 
noble  lord  had  also  stated  his  conviction, 
that  the  volunteers  would  have  consented 
to  all  the  regulations  with  which  he  meant 
to  accompany  his  present  measure,  if  those 
regulations  had  been  proposed  to  them 
when  they  first  oSered  their  services  to 
the  public ;  and  this  conviction  he  found- 
ed upon  the  zeal  and  alacrity  which  they 
displayed  in  the  performance  of  that  duty 
which  they  had  voluntarily  imposed  up9n 
themselves.    But,  it  surely  mignt  have  oc- 
curred to  the  noble  lord,  that  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  performing  a  vo- 
luntary and  a  compulsory  engagement. 
He  would  advise  the  noble  lord  at  all 
events  to  adhere  at  least  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Training  act,  and  to  give  them  more 
training,  if  he  thought  that  to  be  necessary. 
But,  the  great  advantage  which  the  noble 
tord  seemed  to  imagine  the  present  mea- 
stire  possessed  over  the  other  was,  that  by 
the  present  measure  he  would  have  regi- 
mented men,  whereas,  by  the  other,  they 
would  not  be  regimented.    The  difference 
SIS  to  qualifying  them  for  actual  service, 
was  really  not  worth  talking  about.     In 
neither  case  could  the  men  be  at  all  fit  for 
acting  in  concert  with  the  regular  army, 
and  with  a  view  to  their  being  d raffed  into 
the  army  as  recruits,  they  would  learn  so 
much  of  the  militar}^  exercise  under  the 
Training  act,  such  as  knowing  their  right 
hand  from  their  led,  how  to  handle  a 
musket,  and  to  fire  with  powder  and  ball, 
as  to  enable  them  to  become  effective  sol- 
diers in  as  short  a  time  as  they  would  do 


under  the  system  of  the  noble  lord.    The 
noble  lord  had  talked  a  great  deal  of  tho 
volunteer  force,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  dis* 
posed  to  give  them  every  degree  of  credit 
for  the  purity  of  their  motives,  for  zeal 
and  good  intentions;    but  it  was  quita 
childish  to  consider  Uiese  corps  as  fit  to 
act  along  with  the  regular  force.     Would 
an  officer,  he  asked,  employ  one  of  these 
corps  to  cover  his  flank,  or  to  maintain  an 
important  post  >  It  might  be  as  well  con- 
tended that  a  frigate  might  be  placed  in 
the  same  line  of  battle  with  a  first  rate. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  vindicated  his  mili-« 
tary  system  from  the  reflections  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  noble  lord,  contending,  that 
it  had  procured  more  men  to  the  army, 
during  the  time  that  it  was  in  force,  than 
the  old  system  of  recruiting,  and  that  the 
advantages  of  which  it  was  productive 
would  have  been  more  and  more  felt  every 
year,  if  its  operation  had  not  been  disturb- 
ed.   The  great  motive  fi>r  all  the  fireaks 
and  whims  and  complicated  machinery^ 
of  which  they  had  now  a  sample  before 
them,  he  declared  to  be  a  taste,  an  appe-- 
tite,  a  passion,  a  rage,  for  getting  soldiers 
for  life.      This  was  the  great  4)rinciple 
which  set  the  machine  in  motion;    but 
there  was  another  on  which  its  movements 
in  no  small  degree  depended,  viz.  that  of 
opening  a  source  of  patronage  and  influ^ 
ence.    Tliere  was  not.  a  single  job  con- 
nected with  the  system  which  he  introduc- 
ed,  fix)m  beginning  to  end.     It  had  no 
other  object  but  the  good  of  the  people^ 
and  providing  for  old  soldiers,  who  could 
make  no  return  to  those  who  watched  over 
their  interests.     But  here  they  were  to 
have  a  regimented  force;    where  there 
were  regiments,  there  must  be  officers, 
and  the  noble  lord  was  not  ignorant  that 
every  grant  of  this  kind  was  matter  of  fa- 
vour.   In  this  way,  he  declared  the  vo- 
lunteer establishment  to  be  the  greatest 
source  of  favouritism  and  of  enmity  ever 
possessed  by  a  minister.    By  way  of  sam- 
ple, he  stated  the  following  circumstances: 
under  the  former  administration  200  offi,- 
cers,  who  had  for  the  most  part  been  in 
the  army,  were  employed  on  the  recruiting 
service ;  when  the  present  ministers  came 
into  power,  they  removed  these  officers, 
and  appointed  2000  volunteer  Serjeants  in 
their  room.     One  would  naturally  suppose 
that  the  number  of  recruits  would  have 
been  increased,  in  consequence  of  this 
arrangement,  in  the  ratio  of  ten  to  one. 
The  ract  was,  however,  that  the  200  offi- 
cers had  procured  2000  recruits^  whereas 
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6my  600  had  been  procured  by  tlie  2000 
volunteer  Serjeants.  It  was  true  that  the 
officers  had  40/.  whereas  the  Serjeants  had 
only  lO/.  each ;  but  the  officers  were  ob- 
liged to  give  security  to  return  the  money 
if  they  did  not  bring  recruits,  whereas  the 
Serjeants  were  under  no  such  obligation. 
The  ri^ht  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  beg- 
ging that  gentlemen  would  put  to  them- 
selves two  questions  relative  to  the  present 
measure ;  the  first  was,  what  necessity 
there  was  for  it  ?  the  second,  whether  it 
might  not  be  traced  to  the  motive  of  wish- 
ing to  bring  back  the  old^ystem  of  having 
soldiers  for  life  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  explanation,  denied 
that  he  had  abandoned  the  right  hon. 
gent/s  training  system.  All  he  wished 
was,  not  to  carry  it  to  greater  lengths  than 
what  was  necessary.  With  respect  to  the 
recruiting  officers  from  the  army  alluded 
to  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  they  were  400 
in  number  when  he  came  into  office,  and 
were  rapidly  increasing.  A  serjeant  was 
attached  to  each,  so  that  the  expence  to 
the  copntry  was  considerable.  It  had, 
therefore,  been  determined  by  his  majesty's 
government,  that  those  among  thenr  who 
had  not  evinced  any  exertion,  should  be 
dismissed.  The  volunteer  serj^ants  had 
only  commissions  given  them  to  enlist^ 
but  no  sum,  unless  the  men  were  raised. 
Certainly,  the  inspecting  field  officers 
were  allowed  to  make  advances  to  those 
Serjeants,  and  the  only  reason  why  no  bond 
of  security  was  given  by  them  on  those 
advances,  was  the  large  duties  on  such 
bonds. 

General  Tarletm  contended,  that  the 
time  for  making  a  radical  reformation  in 
an  army  was  peace  and  not  war ;  and  that 
the  army  in  this  country,  if  a  proper  dis- 
position were  made  of  it,  would  be  amply 
sufficient,  without  the  imposition  of  any 
additional  burden  upon  the  people,  by 
ballot  or  otherwise,  to  repel  whatever 
enemy  might  venture  to  attack  us.  The 
pathetic  manner  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  so  repeatedly  deplored  the  sub- 
version of  his  military  system,  reminded 
him  of  the  lamentation  of  Rachel  over  her 
children,  who,  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
'  would  not  be  comforted.'  Among  other 
regulations  which  he  thought  it  would  be 
adviseable  to  adopt  in  the  present  juncture, 
he  strenuously  recommended  the  format 
tion  of  camps  for  the  exercise  of  our  army, 
both  regufars  and  militia.  He  was  con- 
vinced also,  that  if  the  volunteers  were 
united  fpr  a  time  to  regular  troops  for  the 


purpose  of  sharing  in  their  discipline,  and 
of  being  instructed  by  their  example, .  it 
would  have  an  excellent  effect,  by  awak- 
ening their  dormant  spirit,  and  by  inspir- 
ing the  whole  of  our  military  force  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  patriotism. 
— Leave  was  then  given  to  brmg  in  the 
bill. 

[Stipendiary  Curates  Bill.]. The  Charts 
ceUoT  qfthe  Exchequer,  after  narrating  the 
proceedings'  of  both  houses,  relative  to  the 
former  bills  on  this  subject,  stated,  that  as 
the  house  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  gene- 
rally, that  the  condition  of  the  Curates  of 
this*  country  was  such  as  required  amelio- 
ration, he  should  now  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose.  He 
should  propose  that,  in  most  cases,  those' 
gentlemen  should  havie  ^  salary  equal  to 
one-fifth  ol"  that  of  the  beneficed  clergy- 
man ;  but  that,  in  no  case,  it  should  ex- 
ceed 250/.  per  annum.  With  respect  to  the 
apportionment  of  those  salaries  to  curates 
which  were  to  be  below  that  maximum, 
he  confessed,  that  he  had  rather*  that 
the  mandate  should  have  been  peremptory 
on  the  bisflops,  than  that  they  should  have 
an  option ;  but  he  found,  upon  inquiry, 
that  the  majoriity  of  the  n>ost  weighty  opi- 
nions was  in  favour  of  the  proposition  for 
giving  a  discretionarypower  to  the  bishops. 
He  had  therefore  conceded  to  the  weight 
of  those  opinions,  and  eiven  such  a 
discretion  in  the  bill.  It  the  measure 
should  meet  the  approbation  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Foster),  he  believed  a 
similar  bill  would  be  brought  in  for  Ire- 
land. In  the  present  bill,  he  had  to  inform 
the  house  that  he  had  also  made  a  provi- 
sion similar  to  that  which  had  been  lately 
made  by  a  fight  hon.  friend  of  his,  namely, 
a  provision  for  the  residence  of  the  clergy. 
He  concluded  with  "moving,  *'  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  making 
more  efifectual  provision  for  the  mainte-* 
nance  of  Stipendiary  Curates,  and  for  their 
residence  oq  their  cures." 

Lord  Porchester  reprobated  in  strong 
terms  the  principle  and  real  object  of  thi« 
bill,  the  most  unconstitutional  that  was 
ever  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament. He  was  astonished  that  the  right 
hon.  mover  should  think  of  persevering  in 
such  a  measure,  after  being  thrice  defeated 
in  his  attempt  at  carrying  it  into  a  law.  It 
was  not  with  the  amelioration  which  it 
proposed  in  the  condition  of  the  subor- 
dinate clergy,  nor  with  the  alledsed  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  the  residence  of  clergy^ 
men  in  their  respective  parishes,  that  h« 
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^ad  any  inclination  to  find  fault.  His  hos-  ) 
tUity  was  directed  against  the  monstrous 
^nd  unconstitutional  power  which  it  gave 
to  the  bishops  •ver  the  rectors  in  their  res- 
pective dioceses,  a  power  which  subjected 
the  property  of  every  rector  to  be  invaded 
9r  mulcted,  without  any  proof  of  improper 
conduct,  merely  at  the  caprice  or  whim  of 
bis  bishop.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
observing,  that  he  feared  the  right  hon. 
mover  was  in  this  measure  the  organ  of  a 
secret  influence  behind  the  altar,  as  formi- 
dable  and  as  designing  as  that  which  was 
now  ascertained  to  exist  behind  the  throne. 
Its  object  was  to  introduce  into  the  church 
establishment  a  system  of  rigorous  puri- 
tanism,  the  uniailing  source  of  unconquer- 
able bisotry  and  rancorous  persecution. 

Mr.  Uabbn^on  defended  the  bill,  as  cal- 
culated to  produce  two  desirable  effects, 
iiamely^  an  increase  of  comfort  to  the  active 
curate,  and  the  advantage  of  a  resident 
clergyman  to  the  parish. 

Mr.  Creeoey  coincided  with  his  noble 
friend,  and  declared  his  determination  to 
oppose  the  bill  in  every  stage.  He  desig- 
nated it,  if  operative,  as  an  act  of  plunder 
on  the  property  of  the  rector,  and  if  ineffi- 
cient, one  carried  under  false  pretences 
through  the  lesrislature. 

&iv  Ralph  liilbanke  thought,  injustice, 
tliat  a  liberal  compensation  should  be 
made  to  the  curate,  proportioned  to  the 
duties  performed,  and  to  the  receipts  of 
the  living}.  Where  they  amounted  to  500/. 
per  annum,  he  thought  100/.  a  year  but 
a  fair  allowance. 

Dr.  Laurence  considered  the  bill  as  an 
ipnovation,  and  said  he  would  take  another 
opportunity  of  stating  his  objections  fully 
on  this  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied 
io  the  objections  advanced  against  the 
measure,  and  enforced  the  necessity  of 
going  into  a  committee,  when  the  opposers 
of  the  bill  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  their  various  amendments  an^ 
modifications. — ^After  some  brief  obser- 
vations from  Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  the 
l]lill,  under  .an  implied  undertaking  that  its 
principle  was  to  be  fully  discussed  on  the 
cpmmittal  of  it. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 


-  Wednesday i  April  \3, 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Lord  Binning, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
con2)ider  of  the  propriety  of  confining  for  a 


time  to  be  limited,  the  Distillesies  to  the  ' 
use  of  Sugar  and  Molasses  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  spirits,  brought  up  the  Report  o( 
the  said  committee.'^ 

Sir  if.  Mildmay  thought  it  right  to  apr 
prize  the  hpuse,  that  thQ  part  of  the  Repori 
which  went  to  prohibit  the  i^  of  grain  in 
distillation,  though  sanctioned  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  committee,  had  by  no  means 
its  unanimous  approbation.  If  any  legis- 
lative  measure  should  be  proposed  on  the 
Report,. tending  to  carry  that  principle,  . 
into  effect,  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it.  There  wa3 
no  sufficient  public  ground  for  such  a  plea- 
sure, and  it  would  be  extremely  injurious 
to  the  barley  counties,  one  of  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  He  was 
confident  that  his  constituents  would  give 
him  instructions  to  oppose  the  proposition, 
and  that  they  would  petition  against  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Chute  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet. 
The  landed  interest  was  sufficiently  de-^ 
pressed,  and  t1ie  iniPuence  of  men^bers 
whose  consequence  arose  from  trad^.w^a 
already  sufficiently  great,  without  stri]fii;ig 
a  general  blow  at  an  extensive  br^ch  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  Qe  should 
give  his  determined  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Western  spoke  to  th^  same  effect 
Admiral  Hervey,  ^  a  member  of  a  bar- 
ley county,  found  it  impossible  to  allow 
the  measure  to  be  announced,  without  an- 
nouncing at  the  same  time  bis  determine^ 
opposition  to  it.  He  could  n9t  help  as- 
cribing the  design  to  party  motives :  Bf 
rumour  had  reached  his  ears,  .that  the 
members  for  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Essci^ 
were  excluded  from  the  committee  in  its 
formation,  because  they  ^ere  bfirley  coup- 
ties. 

Mr.  Hibbert  could  not  suffer  ;nisconcep- 
tions,  such  as  those  e;if pressed  by  ^jie  hon. 
members  who  l^ad  spoken  bef^e  him,  to 
go  abroad;  and  opers^te  uncontradicted 
during  the  reces^.  Though  he  was  a  mer- 
chant, he  felt  the  importanceof  agriculture 
as  much  as  any  man,  and  kne^  that  the 
principal  dependence  of  the  country  wa? 
upon  it.  It  would  be  found,  when  the 
Report  should  come  to.  be  examined,  that 
the  committee  had  looked  not  only  to  the 
interests  of  the  West  Indies,  but  also  mbr^ 
particularly  to, those  of  the  country  at 
home,  taking  into  consideration  the  present 
stat^  of  its  foreign  relations,  which  proba- 


W«i 
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})1y  would  occasion  a  total  stoppage,  fo^  a 
considerably  i\ttxe,  of  the  usual  supplier 
of  grain  from  abr^a/d*  Und^r  ^bese  cir- 
cumstances, tbe  popomittee  b^d  tbQugbt  i( 
\vise  to  recommend  (he  suspension,  lor  ^ 
tin^e,  oftbe  use  of  grain  ii)  distillation, 
^d  not,  as  was  supposed  by  sqme,  a  per- 
manent substitution  of  suga^  and  mp)a$se$. 
04^  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  tbe 
country  and  of  tb^  cont^^ent,  i^t  appe^i^ed 
ivise  to  adopt  this  measure,  as  a  timely 
precaution  agains);  a.  8C0i:ci.(y.*  It  W^  % 
satisfaction,  that  in  adopting  this  meaji^fe 
of  pre.9.autioi:>,  an  important  VPqI^  ^^  Bi'i- 
tishprorfycp  and  property  ipigfetbe  brought 
\n  tfi  supply  the  other  demands  of  tb^  pub- 
lic, and  U^at  %  relief  cpjiid  l>e  thus  af^rd^d 
to  %  deserving,  clas^  of  the  comp^unityi 
and  i?e>Y  vigour  iinp^Ued  to  a  priQctpal 
braiicl;  pft|ie  revenue.  Qe^did  notthinjk 
fhe  proposed  measure  ^ouM  cai^se  a  fatl 
of  6d.  ^  quarter  on  barley  ;  if  )ie  didj  be 
lifouid  not  vote  fov  it.     {(ut  if  such  a  fall 


matter  fairly  and  dispassiona^tely.  Th^ 
country  gentlemen  must  reflect  bu(  littW 
if  they  did  not' s^e  that  the  depression  of 
the  VVes.t  India  trade  would  intailibly  ag? 
gravate  th^ir  own  burthens. 

Mr.  Brand  allowed  thiat  the  W^st  Indift 
trade  was  entitled  to  relief^  arvd  WQuld  be 
ready  to  support  any  relief  given  at  the 
general  es^pence  of  the  country.  Whal 
^e  complained  of  was  ^  relief  proposed-  to 
b^  giv^^  t)y  the  injury  and  Pppressipa  of 
th^  t>arley  counties.  A  como^iuee  wac 
^pt  to  b^  appointed  to  revise  and  bi^in^ 
into  q^.estion  the  f^ndamenW  p^incipies 
of  public  economy,  sp  decidedly  laid 
dowipi  by  Hume,  Stuart^  and  S^iith,  intlii* 
country,  g^d  by  Turgot  a^d  Condojecej,  inr 
]f  ranee.  Tb^  imcert^in  wealth,  of  $peca«; 
lation  ^tiould  not  be,  impported  by  t^e  sa- 
crifice of  the  certain  bene^ts  of  agriciil>« 
ture.  He  should  Ippk  to  the  Kepprj;  jiar« 
;  rowly,  and  oppose  it  in  ev^.ry  stage,  ii,  a^ 
he  feared,  it  contained  a  reconuaf  ndation 


should  un^i^pe,ptedly  b^.  tbj^  coQsequencCj    to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  cocni 


the  report  contained  a,  r^comn^^ndation  to 
the  pnvy  council  to  t£|ke  treasures  imme- 
diately to  return  to  the  use  of  grain.  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  report  which  had  ex- 
cited so  much  alarm,  apd  which  had  met 
with  sujcb  .unusual  opposition,  before  its 
natqre  was  communicated  or  understood. 

Lord  Binning  thought  the  discussion 
premature  till  the  report  should  be  printctd 
and  in. the  hands  of  members  a  sufficient 
tim^.  fpr  consideration.  He  did  hot  con- 
ceive that  the  righ^  hon.  gent,  on  whose 
mqtion  the  committee  was  formed,  had 
passed  over  the  members  for  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, and  Essex,  because  these  were  corn 
counties.  He  hin^s^lf  had  voted  in  favour 
of  the  recommendation  to  prohibit  tbe  use 
of  corn  in  distillation>  but  he  by  no  means 
would  have  done  $o,  if  he  could  have 
thought  thq  prohibition  likely  to  prove 
injurious  to  the  landed  interest. 

Mr^  LttsMngtqn  thought  it  must  be*  a 
most  extravagant  degree  of  alarm  that 
could  suggest  to  -one  member  that  the  bar-' 
ley  fields  would  lie  uncultivated,  and  to 
another  that  the  representation  of  the 
people,  and  composition  of  the  house  of 
commons,  would  be  deteriorated  by  afford- 
ing the  relief  which  West  India  produce 
required,  which  could  be  affi>rded  without 
injury,  and  to  which  persons  interested  in 
the  West  India  <iolonies  were  well  entitled. 
The  committee  had  been  formed  as  fairly 
as  pqsaible,  by  including  a  just  proportion 
of  every  interest  concerned.  •  He  hoped 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  the 
committee  had  by  no  mean9  been  ap- 
pointed in  opposition  to  ^e  established 
principle3  alluded  to  by  th^  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  dpwn,  or  with  a  vi^ew  ta 
cpnsult  the  interest^  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
expence  of  those  of  th^  mother  country. 
The  circumstances  which  called  for  the 
investigation  of  the  cpn^mittee,  were  of  a 
temporary  nature  ;  so  was  the  relief  pro- 
posed in  the  report.  These  circumstances 
applied  to  the  n^other  Qountry  as  well  a& 
the  colonies,  and  so  did  tbe  relief;  and 

!  so  far  was  it  from  being  intended  to  do 
any  premature  injuiy  to  agriculture,  that 
not  even  a  momentary  depression  of  the 
price  of  grain  w^s  to  take  place  without  a 

i  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  proposed  rer* 
striction.  He  would  express  no  opinion  at 
to  the  propriety  of  carrying  the  jecomr 
mendation  contained  in  the  report  into 
effect.  He  had  formed  no  opinion;,  he 
bad  avoided  forming  any  till  he  should 
have  the  whole  subject  and  evidence  before 
him  in  the  report.  The  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  consider  the  depress^ 
state  of  the  West  India  produce,  and  what 
relief  could  be  afforded  by  introducing  the 
use  of  sugar  into  the  distilleries,  or  by 
any  other  means.  The  committee  had 
taken  into  consideration  the  statfe  of  our  fo- 
rei  gn  trade,  and  the.  probabi  li  ty  of  our  being 
for  some  time  deprived  of  our  usual  snp« 
plies  of  grain  from  abroad.  And  upon  the 
general  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 


the  landed  interest  would  take  up  this  I  country,  and  of  the  West  Indies,  the  report 
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had  been  framed.  These  were  matters 
which  it  was  no  absurdity  to  refer  to  a 
committee,  nor  to  receive  a  report  upon 
them.  As  to  the  forms^tion  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  made  up  of  country  gentle- 
men, seneral  merchants,  and  persons  con- 
nected with  .the  West  Indies.  So  far  was 
^e  rumour  from  being  founded,  which 
stated  that  the  members  for  three  particu- 
lar counties  had  been  purposely  passed 
over,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
named  a  member  for  one  of  those  coun- 
ties, (Norfolk)  if  he  had  noticed  him  in 
attendance  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
the  committee.  Of  four  members  added 
to  the  committee  subsequent  to  its  forma- 
tion, one  only  was  a  merchant,  distin- 
guished for  his  information,  and  the  other 
three,  gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest, 
of  whom  one,  the  hon.  baronet  behind  him 

'  (sir  H.  Mildmay)  had  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  committee.  At  the  same  time 
that  he  professed  and  felt  so  great  regard 
for  the  interests  of  agriculture,  he  thought 
that  if  by  bringing  an  additional  article  of 
food  into  market,  a  former  article  should 
sustain  some  falling  off,  there  would  yet 
be.  no  reason  to  complain,  any  more  than 
if  by  putting  three  or*  four  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  waste  land  into  cultivation, 
the  general  price  of  provisions  should  be 
reduced.  He  hoped  that  after  the  report 
should  be  printed,  and  a  reasonable  time 
afiS>rded  for  its  consideration,  the  sense  of 
the  house  would  be  taken  upon  it>  in  order 
that  the  suspense  that  now  existed  should 
be  brought  to  an  end. 

Mr.  C  Ellis  condemned  the  opposition 
shewn  to  the  report  as  preiAature;  the^ 
object  of  the  report  could  yet  be  scarcely 
known,  and  certainly  the  reasons  on  which 
that  object  was  founded,  and  the  regulations 
and  restrictions  by  which  the  proposed 
measure  was  to  be  accompanied,  were  not. 
He  was  satisfied,  that  no  member  of  the 
committee  would  have  voted  for  the  report, 

<  if  there  could  have  been  the  slightest  idea 
that  the  measure  proposed  would  be  inju- 
rious to  agriculture.  The  committee  was 
fairly  formed  of  perisons  selected  from 
every  interest,  and  framed  its  report  from 
the  best  view  of  the  general  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  country. 

Admiral  Harvey  declared  himself  satis- 
fied afler  the  explanation  of  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  that  ^e  rumour  of 
the  members  for  the  com  counties  hav- 
iQg^been  excluded  from  improper  motives, 
Utti  withoat  foundation. 

^  .^Mtli  IfittJOmm  knew  nothing  of  tbtt  Se« 


port  but  its  substance,  an4  would  reserve  a 
perfect  freedom  of  opinion  till  he  had 
particularly  examined  it.  He  thought  it 
right,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  illus- 
tration adduced  by  the'  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  did  not  apply.  Bringing  an  ad-> 
ditional  quantity  of  land  into  cultiration 
only  increased  the  supply  of  the  article, 
and  extended  the  competition  in  the 
market;  but,  in  this  case,  there  was  a 
prohibition  of  one  article,  and  an  exclu« 
sion  of  one  set  of  dealers. 

Sir  J.  Sinclair  stated,  that  the  agricnl- 
tural  part  of  the  community  throughout 
the  empire' had  felt  the  greatest  alarm  since 
the  committee  had  been  formed.  It  was 
therefore  essential  that  the  Report  should 
be  printed  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
that  it  should  be  circulated  through  the 
country,  and  fiill  time  given  for  the  con« 
sideration  of  it.  Then  the  sentiments  of 
'the  farmers  and  land-owners  might  be  con- 
veyed to  parliament ;  the  case  would  be 
decided  on  lan  attentive  view  of  the  whole 
of  the  merits;  and  the  landed  interest 
would  receive  that  protection  to  which  it 
was  entitled. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  the  attention  of  the 
committee  was  always  directed  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  the  West  India  trade.  He  should  have 
felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  if 
he  had  acted  on  any  other  principle.  The 
measure  recommended  was  but  of  a  tem- 
porary nature,  to  be  in  force  for  twelve 
months  from  the  1st  of  July  next;  and  if 
the  restriction  should  at  any  time  be  found 
injurious  to  the  price  of  corn,  it  might  be 
removed  without  delay.  But,  if  the  re- 
striction on  the  exportation  of  corn  from 
the  port  of  London  to  the  colonies  should 
be  taken  ofl^  the  landed  interest  would 
gain  more  by  opening  that  trade  than  it 
could  by  any  possibility  suffer  fh)m  the 
limitation.  He  thought  it  right  to  state 
this  now,  to  correct  as  far  as  possible  the' 
misconception  and  alarm  that  had  gone 
abroad.  Such  explanation  was  the  more 
essential,  as  from  the  voluminous  nature  of 
the  Report,  it  would  be  a  long  time  before 
it  could  be  printed  and  circulated  in  such 
,a  manner  as  to  do  itself  that  justice.  As  a 
proof  of  the  impartiality  that  regulated  the 
formation  of  the  Committee,  he  stated, . 
that  he  did  not  know  his  name  was  on  the  ^ 
list  till  he  heard  it  pronounced  from  the 
chair.  Most  of  the  merchants  on  the 
committee  were  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  West-Indies. 
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Mr.  Mackod  stated,  that  the  greatest 
alarm  prevailed  in  the  county  he  repre- 
sented (Ross),  aud  the  adjoining  county 
of  Sutherland,  at  the  idea  of  the  measure 
recommended  in  this  report.  He  was  sure 
there  would  be  meetings,  and  petitions  to 
parliament  on  the  subject. 

Ix)rd  Binning  then  gave  notice,  that  un- 
less some  other  person  should  offer  a  motion 
to  the  house  founded  on  the  Report,  he 
should  do  so  in  proper  time. 

[Stipendiary  Curates  Bill.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  £schequer  brought  in  ^ 
bill  to  encourage  the  residence  of  Stipen- 
diary Curates. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  would  be  glad  of  a 
provision  that  would  secure  even  the  resi- 
dence of  Curates ;  for  the  only  object  of 
many  of  those  who  possessed  a  plurality 
of  livings,  was  to  get  the  duty  done  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  The  Clergy  Resi- 
dence act  had  in  a  great  measure  failed 
from  the  facility  of  procuring  licences.  He 
knew  an  instance  of  a  clergyman  who  had 
two  livings  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, who  procured  an  exemption  from  re- 
siding at  any  of  them ;  from  the  one  upon 
a  certificate  that  the  country  did  not  agree 
with  his  constitution,  and  n'om  the  other 
because  the  country  did  not  agree  with 
his  wife. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a-  first 
and  second  time,  committed  and  reported. 
[Finance.]  .  Mr.  Biddulph  having  main- 
tained, on  a  former  night,  that  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  for.  the  sum  wanted  for 
the  service  of  the  year,might  be  found  with- 
out jmposing  any  new  taxes  on  the  subject, 
had  to  propose  certain  Resolutions  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  which  he  hoped  the 
house  would  allow  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed,  in  order  to  their  being 
taken  into  consideration  on  a  future  day. — 
On  the  suggestion  of  the  chancelloi*  of 
the  exchequer,  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Resolutions  should  be  read,  and  the  de- 
bate arising  on  them  adjourned  to  Friday 
fortnight.—Several  Resolutions  relating  to 
the  amount  of  Supplies  voted,  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  &c.  were  read  and 
disposed  of  accordingly^  but  on  a  Resolu- 
tion proposing  the  safe  of  some  parts  of 
the  Hereditary  Revenue  of  the  crown, 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  contrary 
to  precedent  that  the  house  should  inter- 
fere with  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the 
crown,  without  the  authority  of  a  special    out  new  taxes.      He  would  be  grateful^ 


communication  from  his  majesty. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  his 
majesty  Kad  not  been  consulted. 

Mr.  Biddulph  proposed  to  rQcoaqilQ  this 


proposition  to  the  forms  of  the  house,  by 
making  it  the  subject  of  a  recommenda- 
tion, or  in  some  other  way,  so  as  to  hav6 
it  brought  under  the  consideration  of  tho 
house. 

Mr.  Lethbridge  hoped  the  hon.  gent, 
would  withdraw  his  motion.  It  was 
quite  improper  to  think  of  interfering  with 
the  hereditary  revenue,  without  his  ma-^ 
jesty's  permission,  intimated  either  by  a 
special  message  or  by  his  coofidential 
advisers. 

Mr.  Biddulph  refused  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  thought  the  difficulties  of  form 
ought  to  be  accommodated  rather  than 
made  a  bar  to  the  consideration  of  a  pro- 
position, the  object  of  which  was  to  save 
the  subject  from  any  additional  burthens 
this  year.  As  certain  property,  such  as 
warehouses  and  legal  quays,  had  been  pur- 
chased by  money  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  vested  in  his  majesty,  so  he 
thought  parts  of  the  other  property  of  the. 
crown  might  be  granted  for  the  service  of 
th»  public.  He  did  not  mean  to  touch 
any  property  essential  to  the  dignity, 
splendour,  or  comfort  of  the  crown.  The 
property  he  alluded  to  consisted  chiefly 
of  detached  houses  and  small  pieces  of 
land  in  Piccadilly,  and  other  parts  of  the 
town,  to  the  sale  of  which  he  could  not 
see  any  good  ground  of  opposition.  He 
would  give  a  schedule  of  this  property  ia 
due  time.  It  consisted,  first  of  property, 
attended  with  constant  loss ;  secondly,  of 
trifling  rents,  which  had  constantly  de- 
clined in  value  from  the  time  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  when  they  were  worth  5,100/. 
to  the  present  time,  when  they  were  worth 
only  1500/.  and  still  falling  off;  thirdly, 
of  dietacAed  houses,  such  as  he  before  allud- 
ed to.  This  species  of  property  was  un* 
available,  either  to  the  dignity  or  interest 
of  the  crown,  and  he  was  sure  his  majesty 
would  have  no  difficulty  to  make  it  matter 
of  ari^gement  to  alleviate  the  burthens  of 
his  people. 

The  Speaker  repeated  the  impediment  in 
point  of  form. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  expressed 
his  readiness  to  abandon  the  Bills  he  had 
introduced  to  provide  for  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  for  the  sums  wanted  for  the 
public  service,  if  the  hon.  gent,  could  de- 
vise means  of  answering  these  claims  with- 


even,  for  any  suggestion  that  could  tend 
to  diminish  the  taxes  he  had  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  propose ;  but  he  did  not 
see  how  what  the  hou.  gent,  proposed,  $q 
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fit  as  he  understood  it,  applied  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year.  It  was  true, 
that  sdme  tinproductive  parts  of  the  here- 
ditary revenue  had  Already  been  sold ;  but 
it  was  by  the  advice  of  I  he  crown,  and  in 
consequence  of  recommendations  founded 
itpon  proper  inquiries  and  investigation. 
It  was  true  that  legal  quays  and  ware- 
houses had  been  purchased  by  the  public 
sind  vested  in  the  crown,  and  that  consi- 
derable sums  had  been  paid  for  them  to  the 
amount  of  3  or  400,000/.  But  though  the 
public  might  have  thought  it  right  to  pur- 
chase at  a  high  price,  for  public  accom- 
itiodatioh,  the  good  will  of  individuals  who 
had  a  vested  right  in  these  possessions,  it 
did  not  follow  that  the  property  was  of 
that  value,  or  that  it  would  produce  near 
so  much  on  a  re-sale.  With  respect  to  the 
parts  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  which  the 
non.  gent,  wished  to  make  subject  to  par- 
Ramehtary  disposal,  it  was  now  matter  of 
consideration  with  the  surveyors  and 
commissioners  under  the  direction  of  the 
crown,  how  to  dispose  of  the  unprofitable 
piirt  of  this  revenue,  and  to  vest  the  pro- 
duce in  profitable  propei'ty.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  step  that  ought  not  to  be  taken 
without  mature  consideration.  Though 
tfiere  was  an  impedinient  of  form,  which 
rirecloded  the  house  from  entertaining  the 
Resolution,  the  hon.  ^ent.  might  rest 
assured  that  his  suggestion  would  not  be 
left  unattended  to. 

Mr.  Biddttlph  replied,  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  withdraw*  the  resolution,  if  the 
rt.  hori.  g6nt.  would  endeavour  to  procure 
for  the  object  of  it  the  recommendation  of 
the  crown.— ^On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  thfe  last  Resolution  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  consideration  of  the  other 
Resolutions  was  postponed  to  the  25th  of 
this  month: 

[Irish  Protestant  CHAfttTT  Schools.] 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  6f  Supply ' 
was  received,  and  the  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to. — Upon  the  Resolution  for  grant- 
ing 20,000/.  to  the  Protestant  Charter 
schools  of  Ireland, 

Mf .  Pdmell  rose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  circumstance  respecting 
those  institutions  he  had  before  alluded 
tOj  and  which  he  thought  ought  to  be*  re- 
dressed. A  sort  of  Catechism  had  been 
composed  for  those  schools,  called  the  'Pro- 
testant Catechism,^  which  did  not  dwell, 
atS'the  Catefchisms  we  were  best  acqoainted 
With,  upon  prayers,  creed,  or  command- 
mtnts,  but  went  almost  entirely  to  abuse 
49to'tc^t8'of  tht  Catholic  chtn'ch,-  which 


I  were  completely  TOtsrepresented  in  it. 
I  Almost  all  the  assertions  which  were  in' 
this  book  respecting  the  doctrines  of  th^ 
Catholic  religion  were  completely  unfound- 
ed ;  they  were  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrines  which  thfe  Catholic  children 
learned  in  their  prayer  book,  and  which^ 
the  Catholic  body  professed  and  avowed.. 
He  then  read  several  extracts  from  this 
*  Protestant  Catechism,'  as  it  was  called 
and  compared  them  with  the  Catholic 
prayer  book,  and  with  the  declaration  so- 
lertinly  subscribed  by  the  Catholics.  The' 
effect  of  impressing  such  gross  iBisrepre- 
sentations  on  the  minds  of  young  children 
cbuld  be  only  to  increase  those  religious 
animosities  which  every  good  man  wished 
to  allay  as  much  sis  possible.  Among  the 
doctrine^  which  2600  children  were  now 
taught  at  ihoie  Protestant  charter  school^; 
were  these  '  that  the  body  of  the  Catholics 
cotifceived  that  nb  allegiance  was  due  to 
the  king,  and  that  faith  was  riot  to  be  kept 
with  heretics.'  It  was  Evident,  that  they 
must  hate  those  whom  they  conceived  ca- 
pable of  entertaining  such  sentiments.  At 
a  time  when  the  liberality  of  parliament 
was  appealed  to  id  support  of  this  institu- 
tion, he  conceived  it  would  be  a  proper 
time  to  retbrih  this  abuse,  and  to  prevent 
such  a  Catechisfti  being  taught  at  these 
schojoh. 

Sir  A.  Welksley  was  sorry  that  this  sub- 
ject had  been  drawn  into  discussion  in  that 
bouse.  It  had  already  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Education,  who 
would  probably  give  directions  respecting 
it.  He  certainly  never  had  seen  the '  Pro- 
testant Catechism,'  nor  was  he.  acquainted 
with  those  documents  which  the  hon.  gent.' 
quoted  to  refute  it ;  but  he  thought,  that 
when  he  had  stated  what  was  taught  in 
some  schools,  he  ought  also  to  have  stated 
what  was  taught  in  others.  He  had  been! 
informed,  that  at  several  Catholic  schools 
childrea  had  been  taught  to  read,  not  in 
the  Bible,  but  in  Paine's  Rights  of  Man, 
and  in  books  which  gave  an  account  of 
what  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had 
suflfered  fi*om  the  Protestants.  Such  an. 
education  as  this  would  breed  them  up  in' 
a  fixed  and  rooted  bati-ed  to  Protestants. 

Mr.  Grattim  bore  testimony  to  the  good 
management  of  the  charter  schools  iif 
other  respects  ;  but  he  condemned  thii? 
'  Protestant  Catechism,'  which  had  beeri 
composed  for  their  use.  Among  other  ex- 
tracts which  he  read  from  it  was  on^  where 
the  child  is  aske'd>  wds  there  any  salvation* 
for  persons   in  the   cotbmunioii    of  the 
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church  of  Rome  V  The  answer  to  it  was  in 
substance, '  that  their  souls  were  in  great 
hazard  if  they  did  not  embrace  the  light 
when  it  was  offered  them,  and  abjure  the 
errors  in  which  they  were  brought  up/ 

Mr.  Elliot  read ,  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic prayer-book,  which  was  published 
by  the  sanction,  of  the  four  Catholic  arch- 
bishops of  Ireland,  and  which  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  all  the  Catholic  children  of 
that  country,  doctrines  totally  different 
from  those  which  had  been  imputed  to 
them  in  this  '  Protestant  Catechism.*  The 
precepts  in  the  Catholic  prayer-book 
were  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  respect 
to  existing  governments.  In  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  love  and  charity  to  our 
neighbours,  the  question  is  put  to  the  Ca- 
tholic child,  *  Who  is  your  neighbour?' 
the  answer  is, '  mankind  of  every  persua- 
sion, and  we  are  bound  to  love  those  who 
differ  from  us  in  opinion,  and  even  those 
who  injure  us.* 

Sir  /.  Newport  thought  that  it  was  no 
sort  of  excuse  for  such  doctrines  being 
tau|rht  in  our  charter-schools,  which  were 
national  institutions,  under  the  controul  of 
government,  and  paid  by  the  public,  to 
say  that  at  some  obscure  Catholic  school 
doctrines  as  mischievous  were  taught  He 
thought  his  hon.  friend  had  done  very 
right  in  bringing  the  business  forward  in 
this  manner,  as  it  was  often  by  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  public  that  the  grossest 
abuses  were  corrected.  It  was  not  above 
14  years  ago  when  no  children  could  be 
educated  at  those  Protestant  charter 
schools  but  the  children  of  popish  parents, 
and  it  was  very  lately  a  custom  to  send 
the  children  from  the  South  of  Ireland  to 
.the  North,  and  change  their  names  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  o£Pall  intercourse  with 
their  parents  or  relations.  Those  abuses 
had  been  hitherto  principally  corrected 
by  becoming  subjects  of  general  conver- 
sation and  censure. 

Colonel  Bony  supposed  it  possible  that 
this  '  Protestant  Catechism*  might  have 
been  composed  before  the  Catholics  for- 
mally and  solemnly  disavowed  the  senti- 
ments imputed  to  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  (knjght  of  Kerry)  said, 
that  Mr.  Pamell  had  been  absolutely  ob- 
liged to  bring  the  matter  before  the  house, 
as  he  had  been  defied  to  produce  such  a 
Catechism  at  the  time  he  alluded  to  it. 
The  Catechism  had  now  been  produced, 
and  it  was  a  composition  only  fit  for  a 
Portttgaese  jesuit>  in  the  10th  century.  If 
Ignatius  Loyola  bad  now  boen  aiiTo*  and 
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was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ire- 
land, he  must  have  been  quite  ashamed  to 
defend  a  Catechism  like  this.  Its  object 
was  ,evidently  to  institute  a  hatred  for 
every  person  of  a  different  religious  creed ; 
and  when  we  were  asked  to  pay  20,000/. 
per  annum  for  those  schools,  it  was  time 
to  require  that  the  Catechism  should  be 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  Pamell  said,  tjiat  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  find  fault  with  any  thing  else  in 
these  institutions,  and  having  mentioned 
this  matter  publickly,  he  should  not  refbse 
to  vote  the  sum  named  in  the  resolution. — 
The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.] The  Chancellor  of  the  Eiccbequer 
having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
house  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Peti- 
tions against  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
the  house  having  gone  into  a  committee* 
several  witnesses  were  called  in  to  answer 
the  evidence  in  support  of  tlftse  petitions. 
— The  house  resumed,  and  the  chairman 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Tuesday 
se*nnight,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
evidence  in  support  of  the  Orders  was  then 
closed,  and  that  the  witnesses  which  had 
been  named  on  a  former  day'  by  Mr. 
Tierney  should  then  attend. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  14. 

[Minutes.]  Two  new  writs  were  or^ 
dered  to  be  issued,  one  for  the  borough  of 
St.  Mawes,  in  the  room  of  Scrope  Barnard, 
esq.  who  has  accepted  of  the  office  of 
steward  of  the  Chiltern  hundreds ;  the. 
other  for  the  borough  of  Wareham,  in  the 
room  of  sir  G.  T.  Calcraft,  who  has  ac- 
cepted his  majesty's  hundreds  of  East 
Hendred. — ^Mr.  Graham  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  South  London  water  works 
company  against  the  Vauxhall  bridge  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Sir  /.  C.  Hip- 
pisky  begged  to  put  a  question  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  absence 
of  a  noble'  viscount  who  had  brought  in 
this  bill ;  which  was.  Whether  any  excep- 
tion was  to  be  made  in  favour  of  those  bal- 
loted men;  who  had  relied  on  the  faith  of 
parliameJAt  for  not  being  again  called  upon 
till  the  lists  of  their  respective  parishes 
were  exhausted  ?  For  such  was  the  con- 
struction of  the  law :  and  gentlemen,  like 
himself,  who  had  acted  in  carrying  into 
efifect  the  provisions  of  the  late  Militia 
Transfer  bill,  ha<l  witnessed  the  mnxiety 
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far  as  he  understood  it^  applied  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year.  It  was  true, 
that  sdme  onproductive  parts  of  the  here- 
ditary revenue  had  dlready  been  sold ;  but 
it  was  by  the  advice  of  the  crown,  and  in 
consequence  of  recommendations  founded 
upon  proper  inquiries  and  investigation. 
It  was  true  that  legal  quays  and  ware- 
houses had  been  purchased  by  the  public 
sind  vested  in  the  crown,  and  that  consi- 
derable sums  had  been  paid  for  them  to  the 
amount  of  3  or  400,000/.  But  though  the 
public  might  have  thought  it  ri^ht  to  pur- 
chase at  a  high  price,  for  pubnc  accom- 
ihodatioh,  the  good  will  of  individuals  who 
had  a  vested  right  in  these  possessions,  it 
did  ndt  follow  that  the  property  was  of 
that  value,  or  that  it  would  produce  near 
so  much  on  a  re-sale.  With  respect  to  the 

Earls  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  which  the 
on.  gent,  wished  to  make  subject  to  par- 
Kamentary  disposal,  it  was  now  matter  of 
consideration  with  the  surveyors  and 
commissioners  under  the  direction  of  the 
crown,  ho^  to  dispose  of  the  unprofitable 
pilrt  of  this  revenue,  and  to  vest  the  pro- 
duce in  profitable  propei-ty.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a'  step  that  ought  not  to  be  taken 
without  mature  consideration.  Though 
tliere  was  an  impediment  of  form,  which 
Precluded  the  house  from  etitertaining  the 
Resolution,  the  hon.  gent,  might  rest 
assured  that  his  suggestion  would  not  be 
left  unattended  to. 

Mr.  Biddulph  replied,  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  withdraw  the  resolution,  if  the 
rt.  hori.  gfent.  would  endeavour  to  procure 
for  the  object  of  it  the  recommendation  of 
the  crown.^-^On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  th6  last  Resolution  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  consideration  of  the  other 
Resolutions  was  postponed  to  the  25th  of 
this  monthl 

[Irish  Protestant  ChaAitt  Schools.] 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  6f  Supply 
was  received,  and  the  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to. — Upon  the  Resolution  for  grant- 
ing ^,000/.  tQ  the  Protestant  Charter 
schools  of  Ireland, 

Mr.  Pdmell  rose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  circumstance  respecting 
those  institutions  he  had  before  alluded 
to,  and  which  he  thought  ought  to  be' re- 
dressed. A  sort  of  Catechism  had  been 
composed  for  those  schools,  called  the  'Pro- 
testant Catechism,*  which  did  not  dwell, 
as  the  Catechisms  we  were  best  acquainted 
^ith,  upon  prayers,  creed,  or  command- 
ili'ents,  but  went  ialmost  entirely  to  abuse 
iSketeiiets  of  the^  Catholic  chttrcfa/  which 
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were  completely  misrepresented  in  it. 
Almost  all  the  assertions  which  were  in* 
this  book  respecting  the  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  religion  were  completely  unfound- 
ed ;  they  were  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrines  which  the  Catholic  children 
learned  in  their  prayer  book,  and  which 
the  Catholic  body  professed  and  avowed. 
He  then  read  several  extracts  from  this 
'  Protestant  Catechism,'  as  it  was  called 
and  compared  them  with  the  Catholic 
prayer  book,  and  with  the  declaration  so- 
lemnly subscribed  by  the  Catholics.  •  The' 
effect  of  impressing  such  gross  ifiisrepre- 
sentations  on  the  i^inds  of  young  children 
cbuld  be  only  to  increase  those  religious 
animosities  which  every  good  man  wished 
to  allay  as  much  as  possible.  Among  the 
doctrine$  which  2600  children  were  now 
taught  at  tho^e  Protestant  charter  schools^ 
were  these  '  that  the  body  of  the  Catholics 
conceived  that  n6  allegiance  was  due  to 
the  king,  and  that  faith  was  not  to  be  kept 
with  heretics.'  It  was  evident,  that  they 
must  hate  those  whom  they  conceived  ca- 
pable of  entertaining  such  sentiments.  At 
a  time  when  the  liberality  of  parliament 
was  appealed  to  in  support  of  this  institu- 
tion, he  conceived  it  would  be  a  proper 
time  to  retbrih  this  abuse,  and  to  prevent 
such  a  CatechisAi  being  taoght  at  these 
schojoh. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  was  sorry  that  this  sub- 
ject had  been  drawn  into  discussion  in  that 
bouse.  It  had  already  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Education,  who 
would  probably  give  directions  respecting 
it.  He  certainly  never  had  seen  the  '  Pro- 
testant Catechism,'  nor  was  he  acquainted 
with  those  documents  which  the  hon.  gent, 
quoted  to  refute  it ;  but  he  thought,  that 
when  he  had  stated  what  was  taught  in 
some  schools,  he  ought  also  to  have  stated 
what  was  taught  in  others.  -  He  had  been 
informed,  that  at  several  Catholic  schools 
childrea  had  been  taught  to  read,  not  in 
the  Bible,  but  in  Paine's  Rights  of  Man, 
and  in  books  which  gave  an  account  of 
what  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had 
suffered  fi-om  the  Protestants.  Such  aa 
education  as  this  would  breed  them  up  in 
a  fixed  and  rooted  hatred  to  Protestants. 

Mr.  Grattan  bore  testimony  to  the  good 
management  of  the  charter  schools  in 
other  respects  ;  but  he  condemned  this 
'  Protestant  Catechism,'  which  had  beeri 
composed  for  their  use.  Among  other  ex- 
tracts which  he  read  from  it  was  one  where 
the  child  is  asked^  wds  there  any  salvation 
for  persons   in  the    coriimunion    of  die 
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church  of  Some  ?'  The  answer  to  it  was  in 
substance, '  that  their  souls  were  in  ereat 
hazard  if  they  did  not  embrace  the  light 
when  it  was  offered  them,  and  abjure  the 
errors  in  which  they  were  brought  up/ 

Mr.  Miiot  read ,  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic prayer-book>  which  was  published 
by  the  sanction,  of  the  four  Catholic  arch- 
bishops of  Ireland,  and  which  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  all  the  Catholic  children  of 
that  country,  doctrines  totally  different 
irom  those  which  had  been  imputed  to 
them  in  this  '  Protestant  Catechism/  The 
precepts  in  the  Catholic  prayer-book 
were  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  respect 
to  existing  governments.  In  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  love  and  charity  to  our 
neighbours,  the  question  is  put  to  the  Ca- 
tholic child,  *  Who  is  your  neighbour?' 
the  answer  is, '  mankind  of  every  persua- 
sion, and  we  are  bound  to  love  those  who 
difier  from  us  in  opinion,  and  even  those 
who  injure  us.' 

Sir  J,  Newport  thought  that  it  was  no 
sort  of  excuse  for  such  doctrines  being 
taught  in  our  charter-schools,  which  were 
national  institutions,  under  the  controul  of 
government,  and  paid  by  the  public,  to 
say  that  at  some  obscure  Catholic  school 
doctrines  as  mischievous  were  taught.  He 
thought  his  hou.  friend  had  done  very 
right  in  bringing  the  business  forward  in 
this  manner,  as  it  was  oflen  by  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  public  that  the  grossest 
abuses  were  corrected.  It  was  not  above 
14  years  ago  when  no  children  could  be 
educated  at  those  Protestant  charter 
schools  but  the  children  of  popish  parents, 
and  it  was  very  lately  a  custom  to  send 
the  children  from  the  South  of  Ireland  to 
the  North,  and  change  their  names  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  all  intercourse  with 
their  parents  or  relations.  Those  abuses 
had  been  hitherto  principally  corrected 
by  becoming  subjects  of  general  conver- 
sation and  censjire. 

Colonel  Barry  supposed  it  possible  that 
this  '  Protestant  Catechism'  might  have 
been  composed  before  the  Catholics  for- 
mally and  solemnly  disavowed  the  senti- 
ments imputed  to  them. 

Mr.  FiizgertUd  (knight  of  Kerry)  said, 
that  Mr.  Parnell  had  been  absolutely  ob- 
liged to  bring  the  matter  before  the  house, 
as  he  had  been  defied  to  produce  such  a 
Catechism  at  the  time  he  alluded  to  it. 
The  Catechism  had  now  been  produced, 
.and  it  was  a  composition  only  fit  for  a 
Portuguese  Jesuit,  in  the  10th  century.  If 
Ignatius  lyoyola  had  now  b«en  aiire,  and 
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was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  f< 
land,  he  must  have  been  quite  ashan 
defend  a  Catechism  like  this.  Its  • 
was  evidently  to  institute  a  hatre 
every  person  of  a  different  religious  c 
and  when  we  were  asked  to  pay  20 
per  annum  for  those  schools,  it  wai 
to  require  that  the  Catechism  shot; 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  Pamell  said,  t)iat  he  had  nc 
tended  to  find  fault  with  any  thing  c 
these  institutions,  and  having  ment 
this  matter  publickly,  he  should  not  i 
to  vote  the  sum  named  in  the  resoluti 
The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in  ( 
ciL.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex,ch 
having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  f< 
house  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
tions  against  the  Orders  in  Council 
the  house  having  gone  into  a  comm 
several  witnesses  were  called  in  to  ai 
the  evidence  in  support  of  tlftise  peti 
— The  house  resumed,  and  the  chai 
obtatned  leave  to  sit  again  on  Tu< 
se'nnight,  with  an  understanding  tha 
evidence  in  support  of  the  Orders  was 
closed,  and  that  the  witnesses  whici 
been  named  on  a  former  day'  by 
Tierney  should  then  attend. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  14. 

[Minutes.]  Two  new  writs  wer 
dered  to  be  issued,  one  for  the  borou 
St.  Mawes,  in  the  room  of  Scrope  Bar 
esq.  who  has  accepted  of  the  offi< 
steward  of  the  Chi  Item  hundreds ; 
other  for  the  borough  of  Wareham,  ii 
room  of  sir  G.  T.  Calcraft,  who  hai 
cepted  his  majesty's  hundreds  of 
Hendred. — ^Mr.  Graham  presented  a 
tion  from  the  South  London  water  v 
company  against  the  Vauxhall  bridge 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tab 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]    Sir  /.  C. 
pisley  begged  to  put  a  question  to 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  abs 
of  a  noble' viscount  who  had  broug 
this  bill ;  which  was.  Whether  any  ea 
tion  was  to  be  made  in  fieivour  of  those 
loted  men*'  who  had  relied  on  the  fai 
parliamejit  for  not  being  again  called 
till  the  lists  of  their  respective  par 
were  exhausted  ?  For  such  was  the 
struction  of  the  law :  and  gentlemen, 
himself,  who  had  acted  in  carrying 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  late  M 
Transfer  bill,  had  witnessed  the  an; 
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expressed  by  such  persons  as  stood  in  this 
situation. 

-The  Chancdhr  qfihc  Exchequer  could  not 
resolve  the  question,  from  his  recollection 
of  the  provisions  of  jthe  bill. 

Sir  t/.  C  Hippisley  observed,  that  he  put 
the  question,  not  tnerely  from  knowing 
how  interesting  the  result  must  be  to  those 
who  stood  in  this  predicament,  but  also  in 
compliance  with  a  requisition  which  had 
been  made  to  him. — Adjourned  till  Tues- 
^y  the  26th  instant. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tu^day,  April  26. 

[Irish  Clergy  Residence  Bill.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Irish  Clergy  Residence  bill. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  fully  concurred 
in  the  measure,  so  far  as  it  went  :  but 
this  bill  fell  very  far  short  of  the. efficient 
purposes  for*  which  it  had  been 'framed. 
He  thought  it^  should  make  more  ample 
provision  for  curates,  who,  in  case  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  rectors,  would  have 
to  do  the  whole  of  the  duty,  and  that  the 
power  of  dispensing  with,  or  enforcing 
residence,  should  not  rest  with  the  bishops. 
The  person  who  did  not  reside  on  his 
living,  ought  to  give  a  considerable  portion 
of  the. profits  to  him  who  did  reside,  and 
who  perfoimed  the  duty.  He  was  also  at 
a  loss  to  know  why  this  bill  contained  no 

?rovisionto  augment  the  salaries  of  curates, 
'he  hon.  throne t  then  stated  instances  of 
curates  having  no  more  than  20i.  or  251, 
a  year. 

Sir  A,  Wellesley,  in  reply,  said,  that  it 
was  his  intentibn  to  propose  an  augmen- 
tation to  the  salaries  of  the  curates  in  Ire- 
land ;  which  he  should  do,  either  in  the 
committee  on  the  bill  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  or  by  a  separate  bill.  With  res- 
pect to  the  hon.  baronet's  observation 
against  granting  power  to  bishops  to  dis* 
pense  with  residence,  he  was  afraid  that, 
as  pluralities  must  exist  in  Ireland,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  present  state  of  the  church 
there,  it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce 
residence  in  every  instance. 

The  Chancellor  vf  the  Exchequer  said,  his 
right  hon.  frieitl)'  had  considerably  limited 
the  cases  where  non-residence  was  allowed 
in  Ireland.  And  it  would  be  for  parlia- 
ment hereafter  to  see  how  far  the  power 
of  dispensing  with  residence  had  toeen  ex- 
tended. With  respect  to  the' curates  of 
Ireland,  it  was  his  wish  that  the  provision 
for  augmenting  their  s^aries  should  be 


consolidated  into  a  bill  of  a  inmilar  kind 
for  encreasing  the  salaries  of  the  curates  in 
England. — ^The  bill.was  then  read  a  second 
tim^,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Thursday. 

[Petition  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany.] Mr.  C.  Grant  presented  a  Petition 
of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  for  many  years 
last  past,  have  been  entitled  to,  and  hare 
carried  on,  and  are  now  entitled   to,  and 
carry  on,  the  sole  and  exclusive  trade  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  and  the  East  Indies  and 
China  ;   and  the  petitioners  are  also  in 
the  possession   of  certain    territories^  in 
the  East  Indies  yielding  a  large  annual 
revenue,  the  immediate    government  of 
which  territories  is  exercised  mider  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  pe- 
titioners';  but  the  supreme  superinten- 
dence, direction,  and  controul  of  all  acts, 
operations,    and  concerns  which  in  any 
way  relate  to  the  civil  or  military  govern- 
ment and  revenue  of  the  said  territories, 
has  been  for  many  years  past,  and  is  now 
yested  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  his  majesty  for  the  Affiiirs  of 
India,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament 
in  that  case  made  and  provided : — ^That 
the  petitioners'  concerns  are  principally  of 
two  kinds,  one  of  which  regards  the  civil 
and  military  governiAent  of  the  said  terri- 
tory, its  political  relations,  and  the  Indian 
debt   incurred   in   respect    thereof;    the 
other  of  which  regards  the  commerce  car- 
I  ried  on  by  Che  petitioners,  and  the  debts 
and^'  credits    of  the  petitioners   relating 
thereto  : — ^That  the  petitioners,  being  esta- 
blished by  law  as  the  only  channel  of  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  his  majesty's 
dominions  and  the  East  Indies  and  China, 
the  legislature  has,  from  time  to  time,  im- 
posed restrictions  upon  thjs  powers  which 
the  petitioners,   as  a  corporation,  mi^ht 
otherwise  have  exercised,  and  has  provided 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  concerns 
of  the  petitioners,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  raising  of  money  at  home 
for  these  purposes  ;  by  reason  whereof; 
and  by  reason  that  the  petitioners'  con- 
cerns are  intimately  connected  with  those 
of  the  public,  and  are  of  a  nature  and  mag- 
nitude which  cannot  be  managed  by  the 
means  applicable  to  those  of  individuals, 
the  petitioners  have  been  obliged,  on  dif- 
ferent emergencies,  from  time  to  time,  to 
apply  to  the  house  tw  relief  on  Tari<ytta 


points  :^-Thaty  in  the  course  of  the  last 
and  the  present  war>  the  petitioners  have 
incarred  various  expences  for  expeditions 
from  the  continent  of  India  to  the  French, 
Dutch^  and  Spanish  Islands  in  the  Indian 
Seas,  and  to  Egypt,  under  the  instructions 
of  his  majesty's  government^  which  ex- 
pences were  advanced  upon  the  reliance 
of  the  petitioners  that  they  were  to  be 
fttUy  reimbursed  by  the  public,  and  diffe- 
rent sums  have   at  dil&rent  times  been 
issued  to  the  petitioners  in  respect  thereof; 
nevertheless  the  petitioners  claim  that  a 
large  balance  is  still  due  to  the  petitioners 
on  that  account: — ^That  the  petitioners 
were,  on  the  1st  of  March  lasC  indebted 
to  his  majesty  for  Customs  and  for  Excise^ 
to  the  amount  of  1,410,238/.  and  are  still 
at  this  time  indebted  to  his  msyesty  on  the 
said  account  in  the  sum  of  770^000/4 ;  and, 
upon  a  prospective  estimate  of  the  pecu- 
niary transactions  of  the  petitioners  in  Eng- 
land^from  the  Ist  of  March  last  to  the  1st 
of  March  1809y  it  appears  that  the  pay- 
menis,  including  the  said  debts  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  be  made  by  the  petitioners  within 
Ihat    period,  will   exceed  the   probable 
amount  of  their  receipts  within  the  same 
period  by  the  sum  of  2,433,185/.  or  there- 
about, not  including  in  the  said  receipts 
any  part  of  the  balance  which  may  ap- 
pear to  be  due  by  the  public  to  the  peti- 
tioners ;  and  it  would  be  highly  incon- 
venient and  disadvantageous  that  the  peti- 
tioners should  raise  the  whole  t)f  that  sum 
by  the  means  now  in  their  power : — That 
^e  petitioners  are  not  conscious  of  having 
created  or  aggravated  the  financial  pres- 
sure which  the  petitioners  now  feel,  but  that 
the  same  has  been  produced  by  a  combina- 
tion of  the  following  causes ;  that  is  to  say : 
1.  The  vast  amount  of  the  Debt  accumu- 
lated in  India  in  respect  of  the  territorial 
possessions,  and  the  highi  rate  of  interest 
which  such  Debt  bears^  the   effects   of 
which  have  been  to  intercept  the  irurplus 
of  the  Indian  Revenue  intended  by  par- 
liament to  be  derived-  from  thence  to  the 
commerce  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  occa- 
sion large  draf);s  on  the  petitioners  at  home 
for  payment  of  interest  on  the  said  Debts, 
as  well  as  payments  for  political  charges 
appertaining,  to  the  Indian  territory  out  of 
the  home  funds  of  the  petitioners :   2.  The 
very  large  sums  advanced  by  the  peti- 
tioners for  the  expeditions  from  India  be- 
fore-mentioned^ part  of  which  was  bor- 
rowed in  India  at  a  high  rate  of  interest : 
«— 3«  The  deterioration  occasioned  in  the 
affiur/of  the  petitioners' by  a  «tate  ofEu- 
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ropean  war  since  1793,  under  the  follow- 
ing heads :   Ist,  in  freight  and  demurage, 
.which,  in  the  course' of  14  yeisirs,  have 
created  an  increase  of  expence  to  the  pe- 
titioners by  the  sum  of  7,000,000/.  sterl- 
ings  2d,  in  the  increased  cost  of  the  ma- 
nufactures of  j;his  country  exported  by  the 
petitioners,  to  the  annual  amount,  on  an 
average  of  13  years  from  1793-4,  of  atout 
1,690,000/.   sterling,  which  increase  has 
not  been  counterbalanced  by  an  increase 
in  the  selling  prices  abroad  of  the  same 
goods,  nor  by  diminution  in  the  cost  of 
goods  purchased  abroad  for  importation 
into  England ;  3d,  in  diminution  of  profits 
on  the  Indian  investments  homeward : — 
4.  The  large  supplies  in  goods  and  bullion 
sent  out  to  India  and  China  by  the  peti- 
tioners between  the  years  1 802  and  1 806, 
exceeding  very  considerably  the  returns 
which  have  been  made  them  in  the  cor- 
responding number  of  years;  those  sup- 
plies were   originally  furnished   for.  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  investments  of 
the  petitioners,  in  order  that  by  increased 
commercial    profits,  joined  to  increased 
revenue  savings,  the  Indian  debt  might  be 
in  part  liquidated ;  but  in  the  years  1803 
and  1804,  when  those  supplies  arrived  in 
India,  great  part  thereof,  particularly  of 
the  bullion,  was  absorbed  by  the  expences 
of  the  war  then  carried  on  against  the 
Mahrattas ;  and  in  1 805  to  aid  the  Indian  . 
finances  of  the  petitioners  in  the  said  war, 
they  still  sent  large  supplies  of  bullion, 
besides  the  usual  exports  of  goods,  which 
latter  were  also,  to  assist  the  manufactures 
of  this  country,  continued  to  be  exported 
upon  an  extended  scale  to  India  and  China 
in   1806,  all  which  exports  in  the  said 
several  years  are  among  the  more  imme- 
diate causes  of  the  pressure  now  felt  upon 
the  home  finances  of  the  petitioners,  the 
returns  hitherto  received  tor  the  said  ex- 
ports falling,  as  already  observed,  far  short 
of  their  amount: — 5.  The  comparatively 
small  investments  which  were  sent  home 
to  the  petitioners  from  India  d-uring  the 
years  1 803-4-5,  whereas,  if  investments  in 
proportion  even  to  the  iamount  usual  in 
preceding  years  had  been  sent  home  they 
could  then  have  been  sold,  and  would  have 
produced  a  considerable  influx  of  money 
into  the  [petitioners'  treasury  in  England, 
which  would   have  been  ready  to    have 
counteracted  the  effect  of  the  very  small 
sales  which  in  the  present  state  of  Europe 
can  only  be  made,  and  which  tends  to  the 
further  embarrassment  of  the  affeirs  of  the 
petitioners :— »6.  That  anterior  to  the  pe- 
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riod  of  1802  mentioned  under  the  4th 
head,  and  during  a  period  of  ten  years, 
from  1797  to  1807,  the  advances  made 
out  of  the  petitioners*  funds  at  home,  foi* 
supplies  in  goods  and  bullion  sent  to  India 
and  China  for  payment  of  l;)ills  of  exchange 
drawn  upon  the  petitioners  from  thence, 
and  for  sums  paid  in  England  on  account 
of  political  and  military  charges  apper- 
taining to  the  Indian  territory,  have  very 
largely  exceeded  all  the  returns  received 
in  the  corresponding  period  from  the  said 
countries,  which  by  an  account  carefully 
made  out  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the 
home  concern  in  the  said  period  to  an 
amount  exceeding  five  millions  sterling. — 
That  the  petitioners  do  not  presume  to  re- 
quest the  interposition  of  the  house  to  aid 
them  in  their  present  emergency,  without 
at  the  same  time  shewing  their  unquestion- 
able ability  to  discharge  all  their  present 
debts  in  ijrigland,  and  to  repay  whatever 
the  house  may  in  its  wisdom  think  fit  to 
assist  them  with;;  for,  independent  of  the 
Indian  Debt  which  the  petitioners  submit 
is^  justly  chargeable  on  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state 
that,  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  the  sum 
total  of  debts,  carrying  interest  and  not 
carrying  interest,  owing  by  the  petitioners 
in  England,  then  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
.9,122,621/.  (not  including  the  amount  of 
their  capital  stock,  but  including  the  debts 
hereinbefore  mention/ed  to  be  due  to  his 
majesty  for  Customs  and  Excise),  and  the 
sum  owing  by  the  public  to  the  petitioners, 
taking  the  same  as  it  stands  in  the  annual 
accounts  at  2,460,000/.  and  other  good 
debts  due  to  them  in  England,  together 
with  the  value  of  the  petitioners'  goods 
now  unsold  in  their  warehouses,  and  of  the 
petitioner's  houses,  warehouses,  and  other 
property  in  England,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  14,149,623/.;  and  moreover,  the  peti- 
tioners certainly  expect  further  goods  from 
India  and  China  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year  to  the  amount  of  5,271,000/. 
which,  added  to  the  last-mentioned  sum, 
will  make  their  actual  property  in  England 
amount  to  19,420,623/.  from  which  the 
debts  aforesaid  being  deducted,  there  will 
remain  a  balance  of  1(^298,002/. ;  but  tak- 
ing only  the  amount  of  the  goods  now  un- 
sold in  their  warehouses,  being  7,815,305/. 
and  the  amount  of  goods  to  be  expected 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  being  5,27 1,000/. 
both  will  make  an  aggregate  of  property 
amounting  to  13,086,305/.  and  if  from  this 
be  deducted  the  estimated  amount  of  sal^s 
in  the  connie  of  the  year,  there  will  still 


remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  goods  to  the 
amount  of  8,307,092/.  as  a  security  for  any 
loan  that  may  be  made  : — ^That  the  various 
Accounts  and  Estimates  necessary  to  sup- 
port an  application  by  the  petitioners  to 
the  house  ror  relief  in  the  premises  could 
not  be  made  out  in  time  for  the  petitioners 
to  prepare  and  present  a  petition  thereon 
before  the  time  limited  for  receiving  pri- 
vate petitions  was  elapsed ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  in  consideration  of  the  cir-* 
cumstances  of  their  case,  leave  may  be 
granted  to  them  now  to  present  to  the 
house  their  petition,  praying  that  the  house 
will  be 'pleased  to  take  the  matters  atbre* 
said  into  their  consideration,  and  to  grant 
to  the  Petitioners  such  relief  in  the  pre« 
mises  as  their  case  may  require,  and  to  the 
house  shall  seem  meet.'' — I'he  Petition  be- 
ing read  by  the  clerk, 

Mr.  Crrant  said,  that  as  the  affkirs  of  the' 
East  India  Company  were  already  under^ 
the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  that 
house,  which  was  then  employed  in  inves- 
tigating them,  he  would  move,  Thatthe  Pe- 
tition be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  M,  A.  Taylor  said,  although  he 
should  be  inclined  to  bow  to  any  recom* 
mendation  of  that  committee,  yet  he  could 
not  help  thinking  the  most  fair  way  would 
be  to  refer  this  Petition  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, as  it  {[ppeared  to  be  a  question  of 
very  great  importance,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  East  India  Company 
were  preferring  a  claim  of  a  demand.  He 
thopght  that  as  such  a  full  investigation  was 
necessary,  the  hon.  gent,  who  presented 
this  petition  ought  to  have  given  th_e  house 
a  regular  notice  of  his  intention  to  refer  it 
to  the  consideration  and  investigation  of 
a  committee.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  East  India  affairs 
at  present^  but  he  thought  that  when  the 
house  "were  to  be  induced  to  agree  that 
such  a  sum  should  be  given  away,  the  case 
ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  them  in  such 
a  thin  house.  In  the  most  common  cases 
such  notices  had  uniformly  been  given,  and 
was  it  not  absurd  to  endeavour,  under 
other  circumstances,  to  make  the  honse 
sanction  and  encourage  a  demand  to  that 
extent  upon  the  public }  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  a  regular  notice  would  yet  be 
given,  for  he  could  not  so  permit  one  shil- 
ling of  his  cpnstituents  to  go  towards  the 
East  India  company.  He  had  been  formerly 
one  of  the  East  India  committee,  and  thea 
thought,  as  he  still  did  think,  that  that  com-* 
pany  was  a  monopoly  that  ought  not  Ion? 
to  exist   This  was  a  questioA  which  woidi 
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yet  come  to  be  discussed ;  but  he  could 
not  permit  any  question  of  this  kind  to  go 
on  without  reminding  the  house  of  the  fal- 
lacious hopes  that  had  been  held  out,  that 
the  East  India  Company  would  be  able 
to  assist  the  funds  of  this  country  upon  a 
future  occasion.  In  what  way,  he  would 
ask  the  house,  were  they  to  do  it  ?  Had 
they  any  means  of  doing  so  when  such 
claims  were  submitted  ?  The  Committee 
now  sitting  would,  no  doubt,  make  out 
their  Report  in  the  most  judicious  manner; 
but  unless  he  should  see  vouchers  and  ac- 
counts laid  before  the  public,  in  the  same 
manner  as  private  merchants  would  do 
were  they  submitting  similar  claims,  and 
not  the  mere  statement  that  they  had  re- 
sources here  and  resources  in  India,  he  for 
one  could  not  be  convinced  of  their  actual 
capability*  Having  had  access  to  their 
papers,  he  could  not  help  thinking  this 
monopoly  was  a  drawback  to  the  general 
trade  of  the  country,  by  afibrding  the 
Americans  to  draw  off  one  half  of  our 
trade,  and  tended  to  prevent  it  in  future 
from  becoming  more  ex  tensi  ve .  He  thought 
it  was,  therefore,  the  indispensable  duty 
of  ministers  to  inquire,  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  they  should  propose 
to  parliament  to  renew  the  company's 
charter,  which  woukl  expire  in  1811  ?  He 
was  one  of  those  who  would  never  consent 
to  the  renewal  of  that  charter  for  another 
three  years  after  that  year,  provided  he 
had  then  a  seat  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Crecoey  thought  the  house  under 
obligations  to  his  hon.  friend,  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  brought  this  subject 
forward.  Being  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee for  inquiring  into  the  affairs  of  the  India 
company,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
documents  which  enabled  him  to  form  an 
opinion,  that  the  Company  never  would  be 
able  to  repay,  the  loan  they  were  now  call- 
ing on  parliament  to  grant.  There  was  a 
deficit  in  the  present  year's  account  of  no 
less  than  three  millions;  and  what  reason 
was  there  to  suppose  that  the  Company 
would  not  come  next  year  and  call  for  ano- 
ther loan  ?  If  the  money  they  called  for 
now  w^s  granted,  it  must  be  considered  as 
a  gif^,  and  not  as  a  loan.  It,  therefore,  was 
necessary  immediately  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  monopoly  ought  to  be  renewed. 
The  Company  was  now  carrying  on  a 
trade  without  any  surplus  revenue,  by  bor- 
rowing money  at  a  high  interest.  Their 
trade  was  daily  decreasing,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans had  become  their  rivals  in  it.  Some 
means  should  be  devised  to  stop  this  Ame- 


rican trade,  in  order  that  it  might  be  trans^ 
ferred  to  British  subjects.  With  an  an- 
nual loss  in  trade,  the  company  was 
obliged  to  borrow  money  annually  to  pay 
the  dividends  to  the  holders  of  stock. 
Therefore,  until  the  monopoly  was  entirely 
put  an  end  to,  there  ought  to  be  a  limita- 
.tion  of  stock,  and  a  stop  put  to  the  pay- 
ment of  dividends,  unless  the  same  could 
be  paid  out  of  the  profits. 

Sir  John  Newport  considered  the  sum 
no>v  demanded  as  nothing  less  than  a  gifi; ; 
and  as  Ireland  must  be  obliged  to  con- 
tribute a  part  of  it,  he  would  now  lay  his 
claim  on  behalf  of  Ireland,  to  a  revision 
of  the  act  by  which  Ireland  gave  up  her 
right  to  any  part  of  the  trade  to  India,  in 
order  that  she  might  receive  remunera- 
tion for  her  losses  in  consequence  of  this 
monopoly.  This  was  the  opinion  of  all  the 
commercial  bodies  in  Ireland,  who  felt  thai 
if  they  contributed  any  thing  towards  re** 
lieving  the  East  India  com pany, they  oughH 
to  have  a  share  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  Grant  declared  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  take  the  house  by  surprise,  or  to  pass 
any  measure  of  importance  in  a  thin 
house ;  but  he  conceived  that  many  of  the 
observations  just  made,  had  a  tendency  to 
prejudice  the  company  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  and  therefoi*e  he  would  make  a 
short  reply  to  them.  With  respect  to  the  . 
trade  of  the  Americans  to  India,  the  public 
laboured  under  a  great  mistake.  The 
situation  of  Europe  was  such  as  necessarily 
to  check  the  extent  of  our  Indian  trade ; 
and  the  neutral  state  of  the  Americans 
enabled  them  to  derive  advantages  fi*om 
that  trade,  which  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  company  to  prevent.  Whenever 
this  case  should  come  to  be  fully  discussed 
before  the  house,  sufficient  evidence  would 
be  shewn  to  remove  every  prejudice  that 
might  exist  on  the  subject.  None  other 
could  supply  the  continent  of  Europe  with 
Indian  produce,  but  the  Americans  ;  and 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  company  that 
they  engrossed  so  great  a  share  of  the 
trade.  With  respect  to  the  observations 
which  fell  from  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Cree- 
vey,)  he  did  not  know  how  far  it  was  regu* 
lar  for  a  member  of  the  committee  to  give 
an  opinion  from  documents  which,  in  that 
character,  he  had  access  to,  and  thus  pre- 
judice the  judgment  of  the  house,  before 
any  report;  was  made.  The  company  had 
the  guarantee  of  parliament  to  expect 
that  their  present  request  would  be  grant- 
ed. He  denied  that  it  was  to  be  consi- 
dered in  the  light  of  a  gift  j  and  he  hoped 
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the  house  would  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
petition  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee up  stairs,  as  the  best  qualified  to 
consider  the  nature  of  it. 

Mr.  P&nsonby  said,  that  it  was  clear,  that 
whatever  the  company  might  be  able  to 
do  at  a  future  period,  they  were  now  un- 
able to  pay  their  dividend,  and  called 
upon  that  house  to  enable  them  by  a  sum 
of  money,  to  be  raised  npGn.  the  country, 
to  supply  their  deficiency,  and  enable 
them  to  pay  the  dividend-of  their  particu- 
lar stock.  He  thought  that  before  the 
house  agreed  to  dispose  of  2^400,000/.  of 
the  public  money,  the  public  should  know 
the  real  state  of  the  company,  and  be  no 
longer  imposed  upon  by  the  delusions  th»t 
had  prevailed  so  k>ng  and^to  such  extent. 
It  might  be  right,  or  it  might  be  wrong,  to 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
but  in  either  case  the  country  had  a  right 
to  expect  that  there  would  be  no  under- 
hand dealings,  and  that  every  thing  would 
be  carried  on,  feirly  and  openly.  *Whether 
the  total  suppression  of  the  company 
would  be  a  national  injury  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent question,  and  one  he  should  think 
it  rash  for  him  to  go  into  any  opinion 
upon ;  but  it  was  a  question  of  no  little 
moment  to  ascertain,  whether  even  the 
lending  or  giving  this  sum  would  maintain 
the  East  India  Company  as  a  solvent  com- 
pany for  the  national  benefit. 

The  Chancellor  (^the  Exchequer  said,  that 
there  was  at  present  no  call  for  a  deter- 
9)i  nation  whether  it  was  fit  to  comply 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  or  not. 
That  question  must  depend  upon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee.  With  regard  to 
the  complaint  of  an  hon.  gent,  that  no 
notice  had  been  given,  he  conceived  that 
it  was  not  customary  to  require  a,  notice  of 
an  intention  to.  present  a<  petition.  If  in- 
deed there  had  been  any  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty with  respect  to.  the  motion,  founded 
upon,  it,  that  might  be  a  good  reason  for  a 
delay  in  the  proceeding.  But  the  whole 
that  was  now  proposed  was,  to  put  the 
petition  in  a  state  of  enquiry,  and  for  that 
purpose  ^nothing  could  be  so  proper  as  to 
cefer  it  to.  the  committee  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  investigation  of  the  subject 
to  which  it  related  ;  and  thgre  was  no  oci> 
casion  therefore  for  any  notice.  The  right 
hon.  gegat.  who  spoke  last  had  begged  that 
he  might  not  be  considered}  as  pledging 
himself  to  any  assent  to  the.  prayer  of  the 
petitipnby  not.  objecting  to  this  reference. 
This  caution  was  unnecessary,  ,b<ecause 
nobody  could  be  i^edged  till  the  r^^uUof 


the    inquiry  was   known.      He   did  not 
take  notice  of  this  merely  to  observe  that 
it  was  unnecessary,  but  he  thought  it  right 
to  advert  to  it  because  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  ought 
to  be  assumed  that  this  was  not  a  loan  but 
a  gift,  and  that  this  gift  was  asked  in  order 
to  enable  the  cotopany  to  make  a  dividend 
of  10  per  cent,  to  the  holders  of  their  stock 
from  the  public  money.    This>  however, 
was  exciting  a  prejudice  against  the  Com- 
pany, without  any  real  foundation  for  it. 
It  was  expressly  denied  that  the  sum  was 
requested  as  a  gift ;  but,  at  ail  events,  facts > 
were  stated  that    required  examination. 
The  Company  oiFered  to  make^out  that- 
they  were  io  a  certain  extent  creditors  of 
the  public ;  and  nobody  seemed  to  deny- 
that  some  hundreds  of  thousands  were  duO' 
to  them  from  the  country.    If  we  chose  to 
refiise  any  assistance  to  the  Company  in 
their  distress,  we  ought  at  least  to  take 
care  not  to  contribute  to  that  distress,  by- 
withholding  from  them  what,  of  right  be* 
longed  to  them.  Whether  something  more 
ought  not  to  be  done  for  the  Company  in 
their  present  situation,  was  a  point  upon^ 
which  it  would  be  much  better  to  reserve, 
any  opinion  till  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  laid  before  the  house..  It  was,  certainly, 
a  very  grave  question,  even  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  whether,  for  want  of  some 
aid  from  the  country,  under  a  temporary/ 
pressure,  the  affairs  of  the  Company  should 
be  sufifered  to  fall  into  utter  confusion.    If' 
they  made  out  a  case  that  called  for  this 
aid,  and  it  should  be  judged  adviseable  to 
grant  it,  could  we  in  justice  attach  condi- 
tions to  the  grant,  which  would  render  it 
no  benefit,  but  the  contrary  ? 

Mr.  M,  A.  Taylor,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  had  not  asserted  that  any  notice 
was  requisite  before  presenting  the  peti.< 
tion.  What  he  did  say  was,  that  in  a  ques<> 
tion  of  this  magnitude  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  have  given  notice  of  the  motion 
for  reference. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  in  explanation^  stated^ 
that  he  had  given  no  opinion  as  to  th^ 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  complying 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petition*  jHie  had 
merely  said,  that  this  must  be  considered 
as  a.gif^,  and  not  a  loan,  and  his  reasoa 
was,  that  if  the  credit  of  the  Company  was 
sound,  they,  might  borrow  money  upon  it 
without  coming  to  parliament:  another 
reason  was,  that  after.  alPthe  promises  as 
to  the  assistance  they- would  be  enabled  to 
give  the  public,  they,  had  never. advanced 
ujij9js:e  thw.  500,9001*  for  that  .purpofte. .  Bm 
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should  be  glad  to  find  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  that  the  afrairs  of  the  Com- 


pany were  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  but 
he  confessed  he  saw  no  good  ground  for 
anticipating  so  fortunate  a^  result. 

Mr.  Ttm/cy  stated  that  the  Company 
had  a  right,  by  act  of  parliament,  to  in- 
crease their  capital  to  a  "Sum  equivalent  to 
four  millions,  and  last  year  parliament 
authorised  them  to  issue  bonds  to  one  half 
that  amount.     He  considered  this  applica- 
tion as  similar  to  that  of  last  year.    The 
Company  now  had  a  right  to  demand  a 
debt  of  1,200,000/.  from  the  public,  and 
after  that  was  satisfied,  they  were  well  en- 
titled to  claim  a  loan  of  an  equal  amount. 
He  thought  it  was  dealing  hardly  with  the 
Company  to  make  statements  merely  on 
presenting  a  petition,  before  any  docu- 
ments were  laid  before  the  house,  and  he 
therefore  considered  the  observations  of 
his  hon.  friends  as  premature.     No  one 
knew  what  calamities  might  fall  on  the 
country  from  this  great  body  being  in- 
volved in  distress.     A  strong  disposition 
existed  out  of  doors  to   get  rid  of  the 
charter  of  the   Comj)any;    and  though 
many  might  think  this  a  proper  occasion 
to  introduce   that  favourite   subject,   he 
thought  it  would  be  time  enough  to  do  so' 
hereafter,  and  when  that  day  came  he 
knew  the  opinion  he  should   give.^    No 
one,  however,  could  say,  that  this  act  was 
a  forfeiture  of  the  company's  charter  ;  and 
afler  they  had  abstained  so  long,  from 
pressing  their  just  claims  on  the  public,  it 
seemed  rather  a  hard  return  to  raise  a 
clamour  against  them  as  persons  suing 
parliament  for  gifb.    With  respect  to  the 
speculations  and  promises  of  two  noble 
lords  (Melville  and  Castlereagk),  that  the 
Company  would  realize  such  magnificent 
sch^es,  he  had  only  to  observe,  that  it 
was  the  noble  lords,  and  not  the  Company, 
that  had  mad«  these  promises ;  and  there- 
fore the  company    could  not  fairly  be 
charged  with  a  breach  of  faith.     He  could 
not  consider  this  money  as  a  gift,  and  if  it 
could  be  shewn,  that  the  state  of  the  Com- 
pany required  such  assistance,  he  would 
join  with  those  who  thought  it  better  to 
abolish  tha  Company  alt|>gether.     This 
was  a  great  commercial  body,  labouring 
under  distress  not  brought  upon  them  by 
vice  or  mismanagement,  but  by  the  state 
of  the  world ;  and  they  merely  required 
•  that  relief  which  government  would  give 
to  any  commercial  men  under  similar  dif- 
ficnlties,  and  which  had  been  done  some 
y^ars  ago  with  advantage  to  the  public  as 


v^ell  as  the  mercl|ant.  He  concluded,  by 
expressing  his  wish,  that  the  afilairs  of  the 
Compaiiy  might  undergo  a  complete  iim 
vestigation. 

Sir  John  Anstruther  observed,  that  the 


East  India  company  had  not  come,  as 
some^entlemen  imagined,  to  ask  the  house 
for  any  indulgence  but  such  as  had  been 
granted  to  other  mercantile  companiesij 
and  on  former  occasions  to  themselves* 
They  had,  some  years  ago,  applied  for  and 
obtained  similar  relief,  which  they  had  in- 
variably returned  to  the  public ;  and  he 
could  pot  see  why  they  should  now  be  re»- 
fused  assistance,  when  they  shewed  the 
same  grounds  for  it,  and  had  kept  their 
faith  so  well  on  former  occasions.     He 
denied  in  strong  terms  that  there  had  been 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Company 
to  delude  the  public,  or  to  keep  from  them 
a  fair  state  of  their  afiairs,  and  deprecated 
the  ingrafting  on  this  subject  the  question 
of  the  policy  of  throwing  open  the  East 
India  trade.     He  trusted  that  when  this 
question  came  to  be  discussed  hereafter,  it 
would  not  be  canvassed  in  a  mere  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  but  that  the  whole 
political  bearings  of  the  case  would  be 
taken  into  consideration,  both  as  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  that  country,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  to  the  very  existence  of  this.    He 
would  not,  however  ready  he  was  to  enter 
upon  this  investigation,  trouble  the  house 
further  on  this  occasion,  than  to  express 
his  doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  the 
export  trade  to  India  being  carried  on 
by  individual  exertion,  whatever  facility 
opening  the  intercourse  of  private  traders 
might  afford  to  the  importation  of  East 
India  goods. 

Mr.  Howorth  insisted,  that  therehad  of 
late  been  a  total  suppression  of  the  East 
India  Company's  affairs,  and  the  last 
budget  had  only  brought  them  up  to 
1803-4,  since  wnich  time  not  a  document 
on  the  subject  had  been  produced.  Nei- 
ther were  there  any  documents  in  support 
of  the  petition,  ana  he  considered  it  only 
fair  and  reasonable,  that  before  parliament 
granted  any  aid,  a  complete  'state  of  the 
Company^ s  returns,  sales,  profits,  and  as- 
sets, should  be  laid  before  it. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  replied,  that  it  was  not 
usual  to  produce  documents  in  support  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  a  petition,  but 
that  the  only  reason  none  were  of|[ered  in 
this  case  was,  that  they  could  not  be  pre- 
pared in  time  for  the  petition  to  be  pre- 
sented within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the 
house.    As  to  the  deficiency  of  the  East 
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India  accountSy  it  was  owing  to  no  wish 
for  concealment  at  home,  bat  arose  from 
their  not  having  been  received  fipom  India. 
In  reply  to  the  allusion  that  had  been  made 
to  a  noble  Iwd  in  the  other  house,  he  said, 
however  sanguine  his  views  might  have 
been  on  some  occasions,  he  had  always 
stated  the  grounds  on  which  they'  were 
founded,  and  solicited  investigation. 

Mr.  Timuy,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
be  meant  no  more  than  that  the  noble 
lords  had  been  much  too  sanguine  in  their 
calculaticms. — ^The  motion  was  then  agreed 
to. 


HOtJSS  OF  COMMONS* 

Wednadi^,  April  27. 

[Dead  Bodies  Interment  Bill.]  Mr. 
Tremaine  rose  pursuant  to  the  notice  he 
gave  yesterday.  He  said  that  in  various 
cases  of  shipwreck,  dead  bodies  were  cast 
on  the  shores  of  this  kingdom,  which  some- 
times could  not  receive  the  common  rights 
of  burial.  This  was  a  disgusting  circum- 
stance, and  disgraceful  to  the  character  of 
the  country.  The  cause  was,  that  parish 
officers  were  afraid  to  order  bodies  to  be 
buried,  on  account  of  the  expences  they 
might  bring  upon  the  parishes.  His  ob- 
ject in  the  present  measure,  was  to  pro- 
pose that  parish  officers  should  be  com- 
pelled to  bury  all  bodies  so  cast  on  shore ; 
and  that  the  expence  of  the  same  should 
be  defrayed  by  the  counties.  Also,  that 
rewards  should  be  given  to  persons  dis- 
covering dead  bodies,  and  giving  informa- 
tion of  Uie  same  to  the  parish  officers.  He 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
that  eSkct,  which  was  granted. 

[Irish  Tythbs.I  Mr.  PameU  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  Civil  Bills,  re- 
specting, Tythes,  which  have  been  tried 
before  assistant  barristers  in  Ireland,  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  the  1st  of  Jan.  1808. 

Dr.  Dtdgcfum  said  these  causes  were  so 
numerous  and  so  scattered  through  differ- 
ent parts  of  Ireland,  that  he  did  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  to  procure  the  returns 
which  the  hon.  gent,  desired. 

Mr.  PamcU  replied,  that  the  objection 
stated  by  the  learned  doctor,  was  the  prin- 
cipal reason  why  he  wished  to  have  such 
retui*ns  laid  before  the  house.  It  was  be- 
cause these  processes  were  so  numerous, 
and  because  litigations  respecting  tythes 
in  Ireland  had  increased  to  so  great  a 
pitch,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  for  par- 
liament to  have  the  fullest  inforiBatioa  con- 


cerning the  existence  ci  the  eviL  He 
did  not  suppose  the  retorns  could  be  made 
this  session ;  but  it  could  not  be  difficult 
to  make  them,  because  the  assistant,  bar- 
risters must  have  kept  a  register  by  them 
of  each  trial,  of  which  it  was  easy  for  them 
to  make  a  return:  and  all  he  wanted 
was,  the  numberof  trials  altogether^  which 
he  conceived  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance to  have  made  known. — ^The  motion 
was  then  agreed  to. 

[Fifth  Military  Report.]  Mr.  Wardeii 
gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  would 
move  several  amendments  in  .the  bill  for 
increasing  the  Assessed  taxes.  While  he 
was  on  his  legs,  he  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  asking  his  majesty's  ministers, 
whetoer  it  was  intended  to  adopt  any  new 
regulations  in  pursuance  of  that  part  of 
the  Report  of  the  commissioners  of  Mili- 
tary Inquiry,  which  related  to  the  abuses 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  army  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  recol- 
lected the  period  at  which  the  report  he 
alluded  to  was  nuide,  he  must  not  coi^* 
clude«  that  there  was  any  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  ministers,  if  they  had 
not  fim&Uy  determined  what  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wardd  replied,  that  he  was  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  answer  he  had  received, 
and  wished  to  know  if  it  was  intended  to 
bring  forward  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject at  an  early  period. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exckequar  said,  he 
could  not  give  a  precise  answer  to  the 
question^  but  the  hon.  gent,  was  at  liberty 
to  fix  on  any  time  he  chose,  for  bringing 
the  Report  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

[Cultivation  of  Flax  in  Ireland.] 
Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  understood  by 
public  rumour,  stated  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers, that  in  consequence  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  Flax-seed  imported  this  year 
into  Ireland,  owing  to  the  embargo  in  the 
American  ports,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  flax-seed  remaining  in  G.  Britain, 
and  which  was  intended  to  be  expressed 
into  oil,  had  been  sent  over  to  Ireland,  and 
allowed  to  pass.  As  this  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance  to  the  kingdoQi,iiiasm|ich 
as  it  involved  in  it  the  staple  manufacture 
of  Ireland,  he  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  rumour. 

Mr.  Fouer  said,  he  only  knew  of  this 
rumour*  from  what  he  saw  in  the  new^a- 
pers.  It  was,  however,  natural  to  suppose^ 
that  penoDB  iu  Ireland  wonld  wish  to  gel 
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seed  whenever  they  covld :  and  that  per- 
sons in  this  country,  having  seed,  would 
dispose  of  it  in  the  best  manner.  It  was 
suggested  to  him  by  some  persons,  that 
seed  might  be  sent  over  from  this  country, 
lie  indulged  the  speculation,  and  sent  com- 
munications on  the  subject  to  the  linen 
board,  with  directions  that  orders  should 
be  conveyed  to  the  different'  outports  in 
Ireland  not  to  let  any  flax-seed  be  im- 
ported which  was  not  good  in  respect  to 
its  quality. 

[Irish  Spirit  Drawback  Bill.}  The 
house  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Irish  Spirit  Drawback  BiU, 

Sir  John  is^ewport  rose  to  complain  of  it 
as  the. renewal  of  a  measure  which,  when 
originally  passed,  was  nothing  less  than  a 
violation  of  the  act  of  union.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  such  articles  of  the  union  as 
were  beneficial  to  G.  Britain  and  iqjurious 
to  Ireland,  were  acted  upon,  and  that  no 
disposition  had  been  manifested,  by  the 
parliament  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  He  was  one  of  those  who,  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  had  supported  the 
union,  because  he  expected  many  impor- 
tant benefits  from  it  to  that  country.  If 
these  benefits  were  not  to  follow  from  it, 
the  union  must  be  considered  as  a  curse  in- 
stead of  a  blessing. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  daid  the 
sentiment  just  expressed  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, respecting  the  union  with  Ireland, 
was  one  calculated  to  produce  as  many 
mischievous  consequences  ^  any  that 
ever  had  been  uttered  in  that  house.  He 
called  on  the  hon.  baronet  to  state  one  in- 
stance in  which  the  principle  he  alluded 
to  had  been  acted  upon  by  parliament.  If 
he  knew  of  an^  instances  in  whioh  a  dispo- 
sition prejudicial  to  Ireland  had  been 
shewn,  let  him  bring  them  before  the 
house.  As  to  the  principle  of  the  present 
bill,  the  hon.  baronet  did  not  withhold  his 
approbation  towards  it  at  the  time  when 
he  had  a  seat  in  his  majesty's  councils.  If 
ever  there  should  be  a  question  to  be  de- 
cided, whether  advantages  were  to  be 
granted  to  Ireland  or  to  G.  Britain,  he  was 
confident  that  the  house,  so  far  from  acting 
injuriouslv  towards  Ireland,  would  be  in- 
clined rather  to  turn  the  scale  of  advantage 
in  her  favour.  He  could  recollect  no  in- 
stance in  which  the  proceedings  of  that 
house  could  justify  the  insinuation  of  the 
hon.  baronet. 

Sir  J.  Newport  stated,  that  he  considered 
the  act  <^  union  to  have  been  violated  in 
die  law  for  disallowing  the  drawback  on 
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the  exportation  of  spirits  distilled  in  Ire* 
land  ;  inasmuch  as  undue  advantage  was 
given  to  the  English  distiller  in  the  £ng* 
ftsh  market.  In  that  iiistance,  he  con^ 
tended,  the  interest  of  Ireland  was  largely 
sacrificed ;  and  that  bill  was  introduced  at 
the  end  of  a  session,  when  the  attendance 
of  members  was  very  thin.  He  thought  it 
fairer  to  state  his  opinion,  as  well  as  the 
opinion  of  many  others,  in  that  house,  thaa 
to  have  it  canvassed  put  of  doors.  He  had 
supported  the  union  originally,,  because 
he  had  hoped  it  would  be  productive  of 
many  public  advantages  to  Ireland.  He 
did  not  think  so  now,  for  he  saw  innume- 
rable instances  in  which  the  interests  of 
that  country  had  been  ^crificed. 

The  Chancellor  qfJhe  Exchequer  observed* 
that  the  hon.  baronet,  though  called  on  to 
prove  his  assertion,  produced  only  one  so^ 
litary  instance.  Now,  if  the  house  should 
come  to  the  examination  of  the  act  of  union, 
and  the  hon.  baronet  should  state  the  arti* 
cle  which  he  considered  to  have  been  iiir 
fring^  by  this  bill,  he  himself  would  un- 
dertake to  prove  that  such  article  was 
one  which  required  explanation,  and  that 
what  had  been  done  was  strictly  conform- 
able to  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  union.  Lb% 
not  the  hon.  baronet  make  general  charges, 
but  state  the  specific  grounds  on  which  his 
principle  stood.  As  to  this  particular  bilU 
he  surely  could  not  object  to  the  continui» 
ance  of  it  for  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  Foster  declared  he  had  always  found 
in  that  house  a  most  favourable  disposition 
towards  Ireland.  The  bill  in  question  was 
the  only  instance  the  hon.  baronet  could 

E reduce  to  prove  his  assertion.  He  defied 
im  to  produce  any  other  ;  or  even  to 
shew  in  what  manner  this  bill  was  un- 
favourable to  Ireland. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said  that  spirits  were 
prohibited  from  being  sent  from  Ireland 
to  England,  unless  they  were  warehoused. 
Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  there  never  was 
an  instance  so  opposite  to  the  thing  he 
wanted  to  establish,  as  that  noticed  by  the 
hon.  baronet.  That  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced by  a  friend  to  the.  Irish  distilleries, 
namely,  by  himself.  It  permitted  them  to 
warehouse  their  spirits  if  they  chose,  and 
to  export  them  with  as  much  drawback 
as  could  be  allowed  consistently  with  the 
articles  of  union.  It.  was  therefore  rather 
favourable  than  otherwise  to  the  Irish 
distiller. 

Mr.  Mac  Naghten  conceived  that  nothing 
could  be  more  mischievous  than  to  suf&r 
such  language  as  that  used  by  the  hon. 
G 
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baronet  to  go  uncontradicted  to  Ireland. 
No  circumstance  could  be  so  dangerous 
to  the  peace  of  Ireland,  as  that  of  declar- 
ing that  her  interests  had  been  sacrificed 
by  Great  Britain.  I  have,  continued  the 
hon.  gent.,  been  a  member  of  this  house, 
and  attended  here  since  the.  union,  and  I 
dechre  to  God,  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  the  disposition  of  the  house  has  riot 
been  always  favourable  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  WUberforce  declared,  he  never  felt 
more  pain  than  he  now^id,  at  what  fell 
from  his  right  hon.  friertd>.  He  had  ever 
observed  in  that  house  a  disposition  to  do 
the  amplest  justice  to  Ireland.  The  pre- 
sent charge  was  not  alone  directed  against 
his  majesty's  ministers^  but  against  every 
member  of  that  house,  and  he  felt  it  was 
directed  against  his  own  parliamentary 
conduct.  He  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  abstain  from  sowing  the  seeds  of 
hostility  between  the  two  countries,  and 
endeavour  to  do  away  the  eiiect  of  his 
assertion. 

Sir  t/,  NeivpoTi  persisted  in  his  assertion. 
He  avowed  every  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  gent,  but  said  he  could  not  be 
deterred  by  any  imputations  upon  his 
motives,  from  making  his  complaints  in 
that  house,  where  ihey  might  be  answered 
or  redressed,  rather  than  out  of  doots, 
where  they  could  only  excite  murmurs  and 
discontents. 

Mr.  Parnell  contended  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  right  in  the  supposition,  that 
the  act  would  tend  to  injure  the  Irish  dis- 
tillers. If  the  act  of  union  gave  an  advan- 
tage in  one  point  to  one  of  the  countries, 
he  supposed  it  gave  an  equivalent  to  the 
other  :  that  was  matter  of  consideration  at 
the  time  of  its  enactment,  and  certainly  it 
would  be  highly  unjust  now  to  alter  any  of 
the  provisions  which  were  advantageous  to 
Ireland.  •  He  thought  the  imputation  cast 
on  this  act  was  perfectly  justified  by  the 
circumstances  :  as  to  the  s^urprise  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  intimated, 
ait  the  supposition  that  this  bill  wont  to 
injure  Ireland,  he  did  not  see  any  parti- 
cular grounds  for  it :  the  report  of  the 
committee  now  sitting  on  the  subject  of  dis- 
tillation he.  thought  might  tend,  together 
with  the  operation  of  this  act,  materially 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  Irish  manufacture. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  considered  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  baronet  as  calculated  to  do 
much  mischief  in  Ireland  ;  the  interests 
of  which  couhtiy,  he  contended,  had  al- 
M'ays  been  treated  with  candour  and  fair- 
ness by  that  house. 


Mr.  W,  Taylor  objected  to  the  present 
bill  as  unnecessary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqver  observed, 
that  the  act  in  question  was  in  force  while 
the  hon.  baronet  was  in  administration,  and 
he  made  no  complaint  against  it  during 
all  that  time,  nor  introduced  a  single  regu- 
lation^ for  encouraging  the  spirit  trade  of 
Ireland,  although  it  was  entirely  in  his 
power.  Theretbre,  as  this  was  the  only 
instance  the  hon.  baronet  could  advance 
to  show  that  Ireland  had  been  unfairly 
dealt  with,  he  hoped  the  house  would 
attach  to  ir  the  weight  which  it  deserved. 
— ^Tbe  bill  then  went  through  the  com- 
mittee. 

[IrisH'  Sutpltes.]  In  the  committee  of 
supply,  Mr.  Foster  moved,  that  there  be 
granted  to  his  majesty  a  sum  not  exceeding 
10,000/.  Irish  currency,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  publishing  proclamations  and  ad- 
vertisements in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and 
other  papers  for  the  year  1 808. 

Mr.  Parnell  rose  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing, that  the  words  '  and  other  papers,' 
be  left  out.  He  stated  that  these  pro- 
clamations were  extended  by  government 
to  other  papers  merely  for  the  purpose /of 
undue  influence.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  this :  it  entailed  an  exorbitant  expence 
on  the  country,  which  was  increased  as 
much  as  possible  by  the  editors  of  news- 
papers, for  th^r  own  emolument.  He 
instanced  three  cases  out  of  many  in  which 
old  proclamations  were  actually  inseited 
for  no  other  purpose ;  one  of  them  was  of 
so  old  a  date  as  1 805,  warning  all  his  ma-» 
jesty's  good  and  loving  subjects  in  1808, 
of  a  fever  which  raged  at  Gibraltar  at  the 
first  issuing  of  the  proclamation.  A  se- 
cond was  also  inserted  in  1808,  giving 
notice  of  a  limitation  to  the  exportation  of 
goods  from  Ireland,  which  limitation  ex- 
pired in  1 807.  A  third  was  lately  inserted 
also,  giving  notice  of  a  supply  of  seamen 
wanted  in  1 805.  Such  was  the  service  for 
the  support  of  which  parliament  was  now 
solicited ;  if  he  did  not  miscall  that  a  ser- 
vice which  was  in  itself  unnecessary,  or 
made  necessary  only  for  the  purposes  of 
corruption. 

Sir  A.  fVellesley  contended,  that  there 
was  no  additional  expence  incurred  by 
the  re-publication  of  those  old*  proclama- 
tions which  were  alluded  to,  as  the  edi- 
tors were  generally  paid  by  the  year, 
and  not  for  each  particular  publicattonv 
As  to  any  attempt  at  influence, .  he  dis- 
claimed it  ^/ar  as  coocerned  himself  al- 
together; noi*  did  he  think  the  publica"* 
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tion  of  these  proclamations  any-  proof  of 
such  an  intention.  It  was  notorious,  that 
amid  a  variety  of  Irish  papers  there  were 
many  particularly  adverse  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  day,  which  contained  these 
proclamations. 

Mr.  Windham  considered  the  admission 
of  the  last  speaker  conclusive  in  support 
of  the  amendment  moved  by  his  hon. 
friend.  If  the  editors  of  newspapers- 
wished  to  promote  the  sale  of  their  papers, 
they  would,  naturally,  reprint  all  those 
proclamations  which  referred  to  important 
national  objects,  and  where  there  were 
minor  or  subordinate  documents,  the  par- 
ties interested  in  their  operation  would 
take  care  to  inform  themselves  of  their  na- 
ture and  tendency  by  means  of  the  Dublin 
Gazette,  The  present  mode  was- proved 
to  be  a  job,  and  ought  instantly  to  be  abo- 
lished. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  said  he  could  not  see 
bow  the  grant  of  that  money  was  in  any 
degree  abused;  it  certainly  was  not  his 
fault  if  the  editors  made  a  bad  selection  of 
proclamations. 

Mr.  Parndl  said,  there  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  regular  traifio  carried  on  between 
the  press  and  the  government  in  Ireland ; 
it  seemed  as  if  the  first  step  of  each  suc- 
ceeding ministry  was  to  see  what  each 
editor  would  sell  for.  There  was  a  pecu- 
liar loss  attending  the  insertion  of  these 
proclamations,  inasmuch  as  they  paid  no 
stamp  duty,  and  so  prevented  the  insertion 
of  advertisements  that  did.  As  to  the  ar- 
guments made  use  of  to  shew  the  disin- 
terestedness of  government  by  extending 
the  proclamations  to  opposition  papers,  he 
thought  they  made  against  those  who  pro- 
duced them,  as  they  shewed  not  only  an 
inclination  to  increase  the  expence  to  the 
country,  but  also  to  try  to  the  utmost  what 
temptation  coiild  do. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  being  intimate 
with  an  editor  of  an  Irish  newspaper,  he 
had  remarked  to  him  particularly  the  cir- 
cumstances now  alluded  to,  that  of  the  re- 
printing old  proclamations.  The  answer 
the  editor  gave  was  *'  Indeed,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  we  often  are  so  barren' of  news, 
and  so  pinched  for  want  of  paragraplis^ 
that  we  consider  ourselves  very  well  ofl' 
when  we  can  make  shift  with  a  convenient 
proclamation ;  it  is  not  very  interesting  to 
be  sure,  but  then  it  serves  to  fill  up  the 
paper.'*  —  He  said  inferior  ne^'spapers 
only  republished  them. 

Mr.  Pamell  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  state  the  names  of  the  papers  he  al- 


luded to  before,  but  now  he  would  do  so, 
for  the  purpose  of  ,  shewing  they  were, 
not  inferior  papers,  as  the  hon.  member 
seemed  to  insinuate;  the  papers  were, 
the  Evening  Correspondent,  and  the  Dub* 
lin  Journal. — ^The  amendment  was  then 
negatived  without  a  division. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  4p^^  29. 

[Danish  Vessels  detained  previous  to 
Hostilities.]  Lord  Sidinouth  said,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  again  calling  the  at- 
tention of  their  lordships  to  the  papers  for 
which  he  had  moved  on  a  former  occasion, 
respecting  the  detention  of  Danish  vessels, 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  hostilities 
against  Denmark,  and  the  condemnation 
of  those  ships  subsequent  tg  that  declara-> 
tion.  On  a  closer  examination  of  the 
Papers  which  were  laid  on  the  table  yes- 
terday, he  found  that  no  return  had  been^ 
made  'to  two  of  their  lordships  orders ;  that 
which  regarded  the  number  of  ships  de- 
tained before  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Denmark,  and  that  which  regarded  the 
number  of  Danish  subjects  detained  before 
that  declaration.  He  had  seen,  indeed,  a 
letter  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  Transport 
Board,  stating  the  order  by  which  the 
return  of  the  number  of  prisoners  was  re- 
quired ;  but  no  exacl;  return  had  been 
made  to  that  order,  though  the  answer 
was  not  sent  back  for  six  days'  after  the . 
receipt  of  the  order.  'Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, which  would  prevent  him  from 
bringing  forward  his  motion  on  this  sub- 
ject as  soon  as  be  had  expected,  he  must 
now  renew  the  motion  he  had  made  imme- 
diately before  the  recess,  and  move  That  a  » 
return  be  made  forthwith  to  the  third  and 
fourth  orders  of  their  lordships  of  the  18th 
March  last. 

Lord  Holland  rose  to  express  his  wish, 
that  the  noble  viscount  would  not  be  dis- 
suaded from  persisting  in  his  motion,  even 
if  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  should  not 
be  produced  to  the  extent  he  had  desired. 
There  would  still  remain  matter  of  great 
importance  in  the  object  of  the  motion, 
and  which  nearly  concerned  the  honour 
and  character  of  this  country..  It  appear- 
ed, that  many  of  the  Danish  ships  which 
had  been  detained  previous  to  thie  declara- 
tion of  hostilities,  had  been  brought  bcibre 
jthe  Admiralty  Courts,  and  had  been  or- 
dered to  be  released  ;  but  that  on  the  de- 
claration of  war  being  issued,  these  same 
ships  were  again  detained,  and  aherwards 
condemned.    Was  not  this  stimulating  the 
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avarice  and  rewarding  the  rapine  of  indi- 
Tiduals  ?  Against  such  violence  and  injus- 
tice he  couki  not  but  raise  his  voice,  and 
that  moje  earnestly  than  against  the  Droits 
of  Admiralty,  which  were  |iow  ascertained 
to  amount  to  more  than  the  enormous  sum 
•Stated  on  a  former  occasion  by  the  noble 
viscount.  He  must  therefore  again  request 
his  noble  friend  not  to  relinquish  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion,  which  was  to  put  an  end 
to  so  flagrant  a  system  of  plunder  and  in- 
justice, as  that  to  which  he  had  been  just 
alluding. 

Lord  Hawkesbwy  would  not  now  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  question  which 
his  noble  friend's  motion  must  involve  on 
a  future  day.  He  should  only  remind  the 
noble  viscount  of  the  circumstance  of  the 
detention  of  some  Prussian  ships  under 
4iimilar  circumstances,  wheii  the  noble 
▼iscount  himself  was  a  member  of  the  go- 
vernment at  the  time.  He  should  at  pre- 
sent only  wish,  that  when  the  Papers  were 
produced,  the  noble  viscount  in  giving 
notice  of  the  day  on  which  he  should  bring 
on  his  motion,  would  have  the  goodness 
to  state  somewhat  more  precisely  the  na- 
ture of  the  motion  he  intended  to  make, 
as  the  subject  on  which  it  turned  was  ojae 
of  great  magnitude  and  extent. 

Lord  Holland  in  explanation  complain- 
ed, that  ministers  seemed  to  think  of  no- 
thing but  crimination  and  recrimination. 
He  blamed  the  conduct  of  no  particular 
minister,  but  only  reprobated  a  system  of 
iniquity  which  had  grown  into  practice  of 
late  years. 

Lord  Sidmouth  assured  his  noble  friend 
that  he  would  not  abandon  the  motion. 
When  he  alluded  to  it  yesterday^  he  had 
observed  that  it  had  nothing  of  crimination 
in  view,  but  that  it  would  only  go  to 
stop  the  progress  of  the  practice  that  had 
been  resorted  to  and  In  his  opinion  was 
highly  unjust,  and  to  prevent  further  injus- 
tice betnff  done  to  individuals.  When- 
ever he  ^onld  have  the  honour  to  bring 
forward  that  motion,  he  should  not  des- 
pair of  being  able  to  prove,  that  the  ob- 
.  lect  in  its  nature-  was  wholly  diflerent 
lW>m  the  case  to  which  the  noble  secretary 
iiad  referred.  Ab,  however,  some  delay 
^toiitfht  occur  in  producing  the  returns  he 
tm  moved  for,  he  must  defer  hb  motion 
to  a  more  distant  day  than  Tuesday  ne^t. 

m 

'  aOUSB  OF  COMMONS. 

Fndtff,  April  ^, 
[Paymaster  GfiinsRAL's  Accounts  Bitt.] 
Mr.  lici^  in  pursuance  of  his  noricQ.  rose 


to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ac- 
celerate the  examination  and  auditing  of 
the  Accounts  of  the  0ffice  of  the  Pay- 
master-General of  his  Majesty's  Forces. 
It  was  not  requisite  that  he  should  trespass 
long  on  the  house^  to  show  the  necessity 
of  a  measure  of  this  description.    Since 
the  passing  of  the  bill,  known  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  only  five  ac- 
counts from  the  office  of  the  Paymaster- 
General  had  been  delivered  in,  only  one 
of  which  had  been  examined.    That  one 
related  to  part  of  the  year  1782,  so  that- 
there  were  accounts  laying  unexamined 
and  unaudited  for  the  last  25  years.  He  did 
not  attribute  this    circumstance  to  any 
neglect  in  those  who  had  held  the  office 
which  he  now  had  the  honour  to  hold,  or 
to  any  neglect  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  but  to  a  defect  in  the  existing 
laws.    He  was  far  from  disapproving  of 
the  general  regulations  in  Mr.  Burke's 
plan ;  but,  with  all  the  respect  which  he 
entertained  for  that  right  hon.  gent.'s  me- 
mory, he  confessed  that  he  did  not  think 
that  his  habits  had  peculiarly  qualified 
him  for  arranging  subjects  of  this  nature. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  here  entered  into  a 
minute  detail  of  the  system  that  had  pre- 
vailed previous  to  Mr.  Burke's  Bill;  of  the 
system  which  it  was  intended  by  Mr. 
Burke's  Bill  to  carry  into  efiect ;  and  last- 
ly, of  the  system  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose to  the  house.    He  meant  to  propose* 
that  the  examination  and  audit  of  the  Pay- 
master-General's Accounts  should  in  ki- 
tnre  not  depend  upon  Uie  arrangement  of 
regimental  accounts,  but  that  his  account 
should  be  a  cash  account.    Having  said 
that  none  of  the  accounts  of  the  Paymas<' 
ter-General's  office  had  been  examined 
for  i;he  last  25  years,  he  should  be  sorry 
that  an  unfounded   and  disadvantageous 
impression  should  be  made  on  the  public; 
by  that  statement.    The  fact  was,  that  all 
sums  issued  from  the  Paymaster-General's 
office  were  issued  to  sub-accountants,  who 
rendered  accounts  for  the  disposition  of 
those  sums  to  various  other  offices  ;  so  that 
it  was  evident  that  the  greater  part  of  those 
accounts  were   actually  examined.    The 
only  part  of  them  which  had  in  a  great 
degree  remained  unexamined,  was  the  part 
which  related  to  regimental  accounts.    No 
person  oould  be  more  satisfied  than  he  was 
of  tlie  extreme  importance  of  examining 
these  regimental  accounts.    The  subject 
w^  now  engaging  the  attention  of  tiiat 
Committee  from  whose  labours  the  pub- 
lic had  already  dented  so  madi  adraiK*. 
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tage ;  but,  whatever  might  be  their  de- 
cision with  respect  to  regimental  accounts, 
it  would  not  at  all  afiect  the  propriety  of 
enacting,  that  the  account  of  the  Paymas- 
ter-General slK)uld  be  considered  as  a  cash 
account,  and  be  audited  and  examined  as 
such.  He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

Dr.  Laurence  contended  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  bill,  to  ac- 
complish the  object  which  the  right  hon.- 
gent,  proposed.  He  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  hardship  ^o  which  Paymasters  were 
exposed,  who,  having  quitted  office  for 
many  years,  were  called  upon  to  make  up 
their  accounts,  when  the  documents  by 
which  they  might  be  enabled  to  do  so 
were  exposed  to  be  stolen,  and  actually 
were  stolen,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  to  tal- 
low chandlers  and  others,  engaged  in  va- 
rious businesses  in  which  waste  paper  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  £ong  again  disclaimed  any  imputa- 
tion whatever  on  Mr.  Burke ;  but  still  con- 
tended, that  his  bill  did  not  go  to  make 
the  Paymaster's  account  a  cash  account. — 
Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[Mavnooth  College.]  The  house  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into  a' Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  Fosler rose  to  move  the  Resolution ibr 
a  grant  to  Maynboth  College.  The  grant  in 
former  years  had  been  8,000/.  Last  year  it 
had  been  increased  to  13,000/.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  that  institution  to  erect 
buildings  capable  of  containing  fifty  additi- 
onal students.  It  was  his  intention  to  move 
in  addition  to  the  8,000/.  of  former  years, 
by  which  200  students  had  been  main- 
tained, an  additional  sum  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  50  new  students  ;  he  there- 
fore moved.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
9,250/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  his 
majesty  to  deVray  the  expences  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Seminary  in  Ireland  for  the 
current  year. 

Sir  John  Nttvport  moved  to  leave  out  the 
sum  9,250/.  for  the  purpose  of  substituting 
13,000/.  In  the  orignial  establishment  of 
the  college  at  Maynooth,  200  students 
wefe  then  educated.  This  was  when  Eu- 
rope was  in  a  state  of  tranquillity.  Pre- 
vious to  the  French  Revolution,  478  stu- 
dents were  educated  on  the  continent  for 
the  Catholic  priesthood  of  Ireland,  (of 
whom  426  received  gratuitous  support), 
Mayaooth  College  not  being  abte  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  number  for  the  dischairg^ 
of  the  ecclesiastical  functions.  Conceiving 
it  to  be  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 


the  Catholic  priesthood  should  be  edu- 
cated in  their  native  country  and  under 
the  eye  of  government,  the  last  adminis- 
tration had  thought  it  right  to  listen  to  an 
application  to  augment  the  number  of  stu* 
dents  at  Maynooth  to  400.  The  contin- 
gencies of  war  had  driven  many  Catholic 
priests  from  the  continent  to  Ireland,  by 
whom  the  vacancies  in  the  priesthood  had 
for  a  time  been  filled  up ;  but  of  these, 
many  had  died,  and  others  had  becotne 
superannuated.  It  was  manifest,  there- 
fore, that  if  the  education  of  42d  students 
was  necessary  in  1793,  a  less  number 
would  not  do  at 'the  present  moment,  con- 
sidering the  rapid  advance  in  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  since  that  period.  On 
these  considerations  the  last  administration 
founded  their  plan,  and  he  was  at  a  lost 
to  conceive  why  it  ^vas  intended  to  depart 
from  that  plan,  except  because  it  Vas  the 
plan  of  the  last  administration.  Did  the 
house  wish  the  Catholic  priesthood  of  Ire- 
land to  be  composed  of  uneducated  men  ? 
This  must  be  the  case,  unless  the  right 
hon.  gent,  followed  up  his  present  motion 
by  bringing  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  Catho- 
lic Bishops  from  ordaining  any  men  who 
had  not  been  educated  at  Maynooth.  It 
was  of  most  serious  importance  to  the  Irish 
community  that  the  priests  should  be  well 
educated  men,  and  that  they  should  re- 
ceive that  education  at  home,  especially 
under  the  present  circumstances,  when  all 
Europe  was  under  the  domination  of  Bo- 
naparte. It  was  a  well  known  fact  that 
the  Irish  Catholic  students  at  Lisbon,  had 
some  time  ago  received  an  invitation  to 
the  Catholic  Institution  at  Paris.  On  this 
invitation  being  signified  to  the  dignified 
Catholic  ecclesiastics  of  Ireland,  they  ex- 
pressed their  determination  to  exclude 
from  the  priesthood  any  student,  who 
should  transfer  himself  from  Lisbon  to 
Paris.  Was  this  a  proper  return  for  such 
conduct  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  infatu- 
ated, than  at  a  moment  when  the  influence 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  in  Ire* 
land  was  stated  t6  be  so  considerable,  to 
take  a  step  so  decidedly  hostile  to  that 
body.  By  such  a  step,  the  Catholics  would 
not  be  made  Protestants,  nor  would  they 
be  made  better  subjects ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  would  become  worse,  for  by  exclud- 
ing from  education  a  great  portion  of  the 
priesthood,  many  of  the  parishes  would  b^ 
placed  under  the  direction  of  uneducated 
men,  who  entertaining  a  lively  resentment 
for  the  neglect  which  they  had  suffered, 
would  instil  into  their  pariaiiioners  an  ab-* 
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liorronce  of  those  to  whom  that  neglect 
wuH  to  be  attributed.  The  right  honour- 
able bai'onct  read  several  papers  in  sup- 
port of  hia  sentiments^  and  particularly  a 
tetter  from  Dr.  Dunn,  dated  the  4th  of 
Nov.  1  Wl,  relative  to  the  offer  made  by 
France^  to  the  Catholic  students  at  Lisbon, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  dignified  ecclesi- 
astics of  Ireland,  on  that  occasion ;  and 
deprecated  the  consequences  which  must 
ensue  from  the  system  that  seemed  to  be 
adopted  on  this  subject,  by  his  majesty's 
present  administration. 

Siryl.  WeUesley  ditc\^xe6t  that  the  ground 
on  which  he  was  induced  to  concur  in  the 
motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  was,  his 
conviction  that  the  number  of  priests  who 
would  be  educated  at  the  College  of  May- 
nooth,  would,  according  to  his  right  hon. 
friend's  proposition,  added  to  those  edu- 
cated aifother  parts  of  Ireland  (of  whom 
the  right  hon.  oaronet  had  taken  no  no- 
tice), be  fully  adequate  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  w^ere  required.  As  far  as  he 
understood,  the  number  of  Catholic  priests 
necessary  in  Ireland  was  2000.  One  hun- 
dred and  eleven  students  were  educated  in 
different  parts  of  that  island,  which  he  enu- 
merated ;  these,  added  to  the  250  which 
it  was  proposed  to  educate  at  Maynooth, 
made  361.  The  term  of  education  was 
seven  years,  but  hrequently  it  did  not  ex- 
tend beyond  live.  Supposing,  therefore, 
that  on  the  average  50  students  would  an- 
nually become  fit  for  ordination,  he  con- 
ceived that  this  number  would  be  sufii- 
cient  to  keep  up  the  necessary  establish- 
ment. The  fact  was,  that  when  the  May-, 
nooth  lastitution  was  first  established,  it 
was  not  intended  that  it  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  public  purse.  The  memo- 
rial presented  previously  to  the  foundation 
of  that  establishment,  prayed  for  a  charter, 
in  order  that  their  fUnds  might  be  better 
secured.  With  respect  to  the  478  Catholic 
students,  who,  according  to  the  right  hon. 
baronet,,  were  educated  on  the  continent 
before  the  French  Revolution,  the  fact  was, 
tliat  roost  of  them  received  priests  or- 
ders before  they  went  abroad.  It  would 
be  found,  upon  enquiry,  that  about  3pO 
of  them  supported  themselves  when  abroad 
by  the  exercise  of  their  functions  as 
priests. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  ironically-  observed,  that 
l^e  had  great  satisfaction  in  noticing  the 
strong  disposition  to  economy  manifested 
by  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite.  To 
this  motive  alqne  could  the  curtailment 
now  proposed  be  attributed.    It  was  not 


possible  to  suppose  that  it  was  dictated  by 
a  desire  to  counteract  the  intentions  of  the. 
last  administration,  or  by  the  avowal  of 
narrow  and  bigotted  sentiments  to  insult 
the  Irish  nation.  That  economy  was  the- 
sole  motive  by  which  the  present  adminis- 
tration was  actuated  in  this  measure  was 
evident  by  the  Bill  on  the  table,  for  Re- 
gulating the  Police  of  Dublin  :  in  the  pro- 
visions of  which  so  much  attention  had 
been  paid  to  economy,  that  the  annual  ex- 
pence  to  be  incurred  by  it  amounted  only 
to  a  few  hundreds  less  than  20,000/.  though 
it  was  now  proposed  to  cut  oil' the  sum  of 
3,750/.  from  the  education  of  four  millions 
of  people.  Instead  of  2000  Catholic 
Priests  necessary  for  Ireland  as  stated  by. 
the  right  hon.  bart.  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  3000  were  required.  But  taking 
the  numl)er  at  2000,  it  was  impossible  that 
a  provision  for  the  education  of  250 
students  could  be  suflicient  to  supply  the 
deficiencies  which  sickness,  age,  and  in- 
firmities must  occasion.  If^  however, 
there  was  any  error  in  the  computation, 
on  which  side  was  it  preferable  that  that 
error  should  be^  Was  it  preferable  that 
there  should  be  too  many  or  too  few  ?  He 
would  put  this  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
house.     The  Catholics  as  a  favour  asked 

• 

this -monstrous  sum  of  3,750/.  to  put  the 
foundation  at  Maynooth  on  a  footing  cal- 
culated to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of 
well  educated  men  for  the  Church  in  Ire- 
land. Was  it  wise  to  refuse  them  such  a 
favour?  To  how  many  worse  piurposes 
would  the  house  vote  away  many  such 
sums  in  the  course  of  the  present  session! 
It  was  impossible  to  believe  that  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  could  refuse  this  request, 
for  any  other  purpose  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  a  refusal.  If  the  house  wished 
wholly  to  discountenance  the  Catholic 
religion  in  Ireland,  let  them  not  vote  a 
shilling  for  this  purpose ;  but  if  they  con- 
sented to  grant  any  tiling,  let  them  grant 
enough,  and  let  them  grant  it  in  a  manner 
which  w^ould  not  be  insulting  to  those  by 
whom  it  was  to  be  received.  Why  should 
the  Catholics  ask  for  more  than  they  want- 
ed ?  If  they  educated  a  greater  number  of 
priests  than  were  requisite,  what  was  to 
become  of  them  ?  They  must  starve.  It 
was  their  interest  to  have,  too  few  rather 
than  too  many.  Considering  the  influence 
which  the  clergy  in  every  country  and  of 
every  persuasion,  had  over  the  people,  it 
was  wise  in  statesmen  to  keep  the  qlergy 
at  least  in  good  humour  with  them.  On 
this  subject  he  was  convinced^  that  tho 
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Irish  Protestants  and  Catholics  yrere  of  the 
same  sentiments ;  agnd  that  if  we  were  to 
poll  opinions  in  Ireland,  there  would  be  at 
least  a  hundred  to  one  in  favour  of  his  hon. 
friend's  amendment. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Erc/i^cr  disclaim- 
ed having  ever  stated  a  principle  of  econo- 
my, as  the  ground  of  the  part  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  take  on  the  subject  of  this 
grant.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion^ 
that  a  saving  of  three,  five,  or  ten  thousand 
pounds,  should  not  be  any  consideration 
to  impede  a  measure  of  great  and  import- 
ant public  advantage.  As  to  what  the 
right  hpn.  gent,  had  sa^d  with  respect  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  house,  for  the  im« 
provement  of  the  Police  of  Dublin,  he  did 
not  understand  him  to  object  to  the  grant 
for  that  purpose,  and  certainly  the  argu- 
ments he  used  in  favour  of  an  extended 
grant  in  the  case  under  consideration, 
would  apply  with  full  effect  in  favour  of 
that  measure.  The  right  hon.  gent,  argu- 
ed, that  the  conduct  of  those  who  sup- 
ported the  original  vote,  arose  from  the 
{>leasure  they  felt  in. refusing  a  boon  to  so 
arge  a  proportion  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
But  he  was  convinced  that  the  generous 
mind  of  that  right  hon.  gent,  was  incapa- 
ble of  supposing  that  any  man  could  en- 
tertain such  a  sentiment.  For  himself,  he 
felt  no  such  sentiment,  and  when,  from  the 
perhaps  mistaken  view  he  had  of  the  sub- 
ject, (for  he  did  not  think  himself  infallible,) 
4ie  was  bound  to  refuse  a  grant  that  would 
be  agreeable  to  a  large  portion  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects/  it  was  always  to  him  a 
painful  duty.  As  to  the  assertion  that  the 
vote  which  he  was  to  give  was  dictated  by 
bigotry  or  intolerance,  he  could  not  admit 
that  it  could  be  ascribed  to  either.  It  was 
no  part  of  religious  toleration  to  make  a 
provision  for  the  education  of  the  clergy 
of  the  tolerated  sect.  If  it  were  so,  they 
ought  to  go  much  fai-ther,  for  the  ministers 
of  the  Methodists,  Anabaptists,  and  Qua- 
kers, would  on  that  ground  have  as  good  a 
claim  to  education  as  the  Catholic  clergy ; 
for  ii)  this  respect,  numbers  made  no  dif- 
ference. The  present  question  was,  there- 
fore, unconnected  with  intolerance.  It 
was  the  duty  of  th«  state  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  ministers  of  the  religion 
of  its  own  establishment,  but  the  same  ob- 
ligation did  not  apply  to  otner  sects.  All 
that  toleration  required  with  respect  to 
them,  was,  that  no  diiBculty  should  be 
created  to  any  measures  they  might  take 
for  their  own  education.  On  every  ques- 
tion for  an  increasre  of  grant,  it  was  nt  to 


consider  what  was  the  amount  of  what  was 
enjoyed  before.  It  was  particularly  de- 
sirable, after  the  establishment  of  the  con- 
nection of  this  country  with  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics since  the  union,  that  the  grant  of 
the  Irish  parliament  should  not  foe  dimi- 
nished. The  fact  was,  that  by  the  vote 
then  under  consideration  that  grant  was  to 
be  extended  to  a  provision  for  one-fourth 
more  than  were  edqcated  heretofore.  It 
appeared,  besides,  that  1 1 1  others  were  edu- 
cated for  the  Catholic  priesthood  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ireland.  If  he  had  his 
choice,  he  should  prefer  an  education  for 
them  in  open  seminaries,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  %vhere  their  intercourse 
with  their  friends  would  not  be  precluded, 
to  the  institution  of  one  great  monastic  es- 
tablishment, in'  which  they  would  be  de- 
barred of  all  access  to  their  friends.  This 
institution  had  been  supported  from  its 
foundation  by  public  grants,  which  lefl  the 
funds  originally  intended  for  it  applicable 
to  other  institutions  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  There  was  no  impediment 
to  Roman  Catholics  if  they  chose  to  em- 
ploy their  own  funds  for  this  purpose. 
But  if,  in  consequence  of  an  increased 
grant,  a  number  of  hungry  pensioners,  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  designated  them, 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  Catholic  body, 
would  not  the  next  step  be  an  application 
for  a  provision  for  them  ?  It  had  been  said, 
but  not  made  out  in  argument,  that  seven 
years  were  necessary  for  the  education  of 
^he  Catholic  clergy  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  appeared  *from  the  papers,  that  most  of 
the  clergy  had  left  the  college  in  4  years 
or  less.  On  the  whole,  he  thought  that 
the  supply  of  361  would  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand  of  the  Catholic  clergy, 
and  therefore  should  vote  for  the  propo- 
sition of  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  insisted,  that  there  had 
been  an  understanding  between  goverir- 
ment  and  the  Catholics,  that  a  sum  should 
be  granted  to  this  institution,  sufficient  to 
defi*ay  the  expeaces  of  educating  400  stu- 
dents, and  therefore  he  maintained  that 
the  present  was  a  curtailed  grant. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  under- 
standing between  the  Catholics  and  the 
government  of  which  the  right  hon.  gent. 
was  a  member,  parliament .  did  not  stand 
committed  by  any  such  pledge. 

Mr.  W.  Elliot  begged  leave  to  explain 
how  the  fact  really  stood.  The  grant  to 
the  college  of  Maynooth,  previous  to  the 
union,  was  only  8,000/.    On  the  recom« 
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mendation  of  the  trustees  for  thiit  institu- 
tion, tile  late  administration  proposed  to 
augment  the  grant  to  13>000/.  and  the  last 
parliament  had  actually  voted  this  sum. 
Before  this  vote,  however,  could  be  carried 
into  effect,  that  parliameQt  was  dissolved^ 
and  when  the  new  parliament  met,  his  ma- 
jesty's present  ministers  wished  to  resort 
10  the  former  sum  ;  but  finding  that  the 
trustees  had  acted  upon  the  faith  of  re- 
ceiving the  larger  sum,  they  had,  in 
one  instance,  carried  into  execution  the 
intention  of  their  predecessors.  Now, 
however,  the^  seemed  to  have  overcome, 
in  part,  their  objection  to  granting  more 
than  8000i  though  they  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  grant  13,(X)0/.  so  that  it  was 
pretty  evident,  a  compromise  had  taken 
place  between  conflicting  opinions.  It 
was  probable,  that  the  question  had  been 
discussed  in  the  cabinet;  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  respecting  it,  the 
terrors  of  popery  falling  more  lightly  upon 
the  heads  of  some  members  in  it,  than  of 
others ;  and  that  they  had  resorted  to  an 
expedient,  not  uncommon  in  private  life, 
called  splitting  the  difference.  As  to  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  it 
was  unprecedented  to  provide  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  ministers  of  a  religion  not 
that  of  the  state,  he  observed,  that  the. 
state  of  the  Irish  Catholics  was  an  ex- 
traordinary anomaly.  They  might  wish 
the  case  to  be  otherwise,  but  they  were  to 
take  the  country  as  it  was  and  to  give  it 
as  much  moral  and  political  improve- 
ment as  it  was  capable  of.  Gentlemen 
might  talk  of  restraint;  but  that  had 
been  the  principle  of  the  penal  code, 
and  had  failed.  They  might  degrade  the 
Catholics  ;  they  mi^ht  make  them  bad 
Catholics,  bad  Christians,  or  bad  subjects, 
but  they  could  not  by  such  means  make 
them  Protestants.  There  was  no  effectual 
mode  of  improving  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, but  by  instructing  and  enlightening 
the  clergy  and  the  people  of  the  Catholic 
persuasion.  As  to  the.  sisperior  clergy  of 
the  Catholics,  no  persons  could  possess  more 
real  piety,  exemplary  morality,  and  sound 
political  principles;  and  as  to  the  paro- 
chial clergy,  he  believed  that  most  of  them 
pcrformed^their  functions  with  fidelity  and 
credit.  If  there  were  any  exceptions 
thev  arose  from  the  want  of  proper  edu- 
cation. He  thought  that  every  means 
ought  to  be  employed  to  give  the  Catholic 
clergy  an  education  with  native  habits  and 
feelings,  and  deprecated  the  impolicy  of 
retracting  any  part  of  the  former  grant. 


Mr.  Grattan  contended,  that  a  provision 
for  the  education  of  250  students  tvould 
be  insufficient  to  supply  the  vacancies  that 
would  occur  in  the  Catholic  clergy  by 
deaths  or  casualties.  To  make  up  for  thin 
deficiency,  the  country  would  be  left  to 
two  chances,  private  or  foreign  charity. 
One  right  hon.  gent  had  said  that  111 
were  educated  for  the  priesthood  in  pri- 
vate '  seminaries.  But  the  education  in 
these  being  only  preparatory  for  the  coU 
lege,  that  was  no  education  tor  the  priest- 
hood. By  reducing  the  grant,  the  house 
would  secure  the  ignorance  and  inveterate 
prejudices  of  a  great  portion  of  the  Ca« 
tholics.  Proselytism  was  not  to  be  ex« 
pected  under  such  circumstances.  Reli- 
gious conformity  was  impracticable,  and 
political  conformity,  which  was  in  their 
power,  they  would  destroy  by  the  course 
proposed.  In  endeavouring  to  enforce 
religious  conformity,  they  would  make 
the  mass  of  that  people  inveterate  Catho- 
lics and  political  enemies.  Give  them  un- 
educated and  ignorant  priests,  and  you 
weaken  the  Protestant  religion  and  the 
Protestant  government.  If  provision  be 
not  made  at  home  for  the  education  of 
their  clergy,  they  must  seek  it  abroad. 
At  present  that  could  npt  happen ;  but 
we  ought  to  look  forward  to  a  time  of 
peace.  Then  they  would  go  and  bring 
back  with  them  foreign  connexions  and 
foreign  obligations.  Why  did  we  fbar 
the  Catholic  religion  ?  was  it  not  from  the 
foreign  connexion  which  it  involved }  And 
whilst  the  spirit  of  Bonaparte  pervaded 
the  whole  of  the  continent,  was  that  a  time 
for  keeping  up  the  connexion?  The 
students  that  went  abroad  for  education 
under  such  circumstances,  would  acquire 
the  same  Deistical  principles  and  political 
antipathies  that  would  spread  every  where 
around  them.  They  would  therefore  re- 
turn religious  Deists  and  political  Catho- 
lics, to  the  great  danger  of  overthrowing 
the  government.  It  was  true,  that  neither 
the  ministers  of  the  Methodists  nor  of  the 
Quakers  were  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pence  ;  but  they  were  few  in  comparison, 
and  the  Catholics  formed  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  If  the  priests 
had  any  influence  over  the  Catholics,  they 
should  be  educaled  with  sentiments  of  do- 
mestic attachment,  not  w^ith  those  of  our 
political  enemies.  He  doubted  whether 
the  priests  had  as  much  absolute  influence 
over  the  people  of  Ireland  as  was  sup- 
posed, and  the  cause  was,  that  they  were 
not  YfM  educated*    If  they  vdshed  the 
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Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be  well  conducted, 
they  should  make  their  priests  objects,  not 
of  contempt,  but  of  veneration. .  The  Pro- 
testant religion  was  not  to  be  extended  by 
demoralising  the  Catholic  clergy.  They 
might  civilise  the  people  of  Ireland,  but 
could  not  make  them  Protestants.  The 
saving  proposed  was  very  contemptible. 
The  Catholics  would  gain  by  the  larger 
gi*ant,  the  Protestants  would  not  lose,  and 
the  public  could  sustain  no  injury  by  it. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  he  should  give 
his  support  to  the  amendment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Croker  gave  his  vote  for  the  smaller 
sum,  not  from  any  indisposition  to  the 
great  body  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  but  be- 
cause 250  students,  for  whose  education 
that  sum  was  adequate  to  provide,  were 
amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  vacancies 
in  2000  parishes.  He  stated  that  369  per- 
sons had  been  educated  at  the  College  of 
Maynooth,  aiid  th^t  one  fifth  of  these  had 
not  taken  religious  orders,  but  had  adopt- 
ed other  professions.  He  likewise  ob« 
jected  generally  to  the  principles  of  the 
Maynooth  Institution,  because,  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  education  being  en- 
tirely gratuitous,  the  students  were  persons 
from  the  lowest  ranks  of  life  ;  and  if  this 
were  not  the  case,  the  higher  classes  of 
those  who  belonged  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
persua4sion  would  bring  up  their  sons  as 
clergymen;  of  which,  at  present,  there 
were  few  or  no  instances. 

Mr.  il/.  Fitzgerald  thought  it  extremely 
impolitic  to  hazard  the  irritation  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  for  the  sake  of  the 
paltry  sum  of  3,750/.  He  lamented  the 
ignorance  which  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  betrayed  of  the  character  of 
the  Irish  people,  of  the  actual  situation  of 
that  country,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  esta- 
blishment to  which  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  committee  referred.  The  esta- 
blishment had  originated  in  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  views  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  had 
been  dictated  less  by  generosity  than 
sound  policy,  because  it  might  be  consi- 
dered as  some  remuneration  for  the  il  libe- 
rality which  had  marked  the  conduct  of 
the  British  government  towards  the  people 
of  Ireland*  for  so  long  a  period,  during 
which  they  had  been  kept  in  a  state  of  ig- 
norance and  barbarism.  He  reminded  the 
xight.kon.  gent,  that  the  religion  of  Ireland 
once  was  the  Roman  Catholic  religion^  that 
it  was  by  the  eoniiscation  of  the  property 
off  the  Catholics  that  those  who^  now  sup- 
|)orted.the;right  h$tfi.  gent,  were  enrigb^d, 
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and  that  it  was  from  the  same  source  that 
the  University  of  Dublin,  and  the  other 
Protestant  seminaries,  had  been  endowed. 
The  system  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  been 
tried  and  acted  upon  without  success  for 
a  century  ;  but,  instead  of  its  having  ob-» 
tained  converts  to  the  Protestant  faith, 
it  had  only  served  to  render  the  Catholics 
more  firm  and  bigotted  in  their  persuasion. 
.If  the  Union  had  not  taken  place,  he  con- 
tended, that  the  establishment  at  Maynooth 
would  have  been  ^enlarged  by  the  Irish 
legislature,  not  only  because  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  was  increasing  every 
year,  but  because  the  duties  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  were  so  laborious  in  their 
nature,  that  the  number  now  employed 
were  by  no  means  adequate  to  a  faithful 
discharge  of  the  functions  of  the  office. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  considered  it  very  unac- 
countable, that  this  should  be  the  only 
grant  to  which  a  principle  of  economy 
was  to  be  applied,  when  it  was  recollected 
the  abundant  liberality  with  which  large 
^sums  had  been  granteain  the  course  of  this 
session  for  objects  of  far  inferior  import- 
ance. He  alluded  to  two  instances  of 
such  liberality  in  support  of  this  alle- 
gation :  21,000/.  had  been  granted  in  the 
course  of  the  last  five  years,  for  com-» 
pleating  the  buildings  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry, which  had  been. nominally  com- 
pleated  before  the  Union  ;  and  18,000/. 
had  been  voted  to  the  Dublin  Society, 
for  encouraging  agricultural  improvement^ 
an  object  which  he  allowed  to  be  import- 
ant, but  which  certainly  was  not  so  im-^ 
portant .  as ,  cultivating  the  public  mind. 
The  establishment  of  Maynooth,  he  con- 
tended, was  conducted  ^ith  the  most 
rigid  economy,  and  the  only  effect  of  thet 
paltry  saving  that  ministers  now  had  in 
view,  would  be,  to  prolong  the  reign  of 
ignorance,  and  to  render  the  Irish  priests 
the  instruments  of  the  peoples'  fanaticism. 

Mr.  Farnell  vindicated  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy,  and  read  extracts  from  docu- 
ments in  the  year  1793,  when  Defende'rism 
broke  out  in  Ireland,  and  in  179S,  the 
period  of  the  late  Rebellion,  to  prove 
their  loyalty  and  peaceful  •  demeanour. — 
The  question  being  now  loudly  called  for, 
the  committee  divided. 

For  the  larger  grant  of  13,000/.    -  58   . 

For  the  lesser  of  9,250/.      -     -     -  93 

Majority     -    -  -  -    -  — 35 

List  <f  the  Minority. 
Ahercromby,  J.  Baring,  A, 

Anstruther,  sir  J.  Bewick,  C, 

Bagenal,  W.  Biddulph/R.  M. 
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Cocks.  K,  C. 
Clboni.-,  N.  W.  It 
eombe,  II.  C. 
Gowper,  E.  S. 
t  reevey, T, 
Sundas,  C:  L. 
Ebrinetoi),  viicaunt 
Elliut,  W. 
¥il^geraW,  M. 
^it^rsilii,  J, 
I'ilzgcraM,  Inrd  II. 
ritzpntrick,  R. 
Freiieh,  A. 
&i<re>,  cnrl 
Crollnn,  II. 
llMjtev,  J. 
HaroikoDilord  .A. 
Herbert,  A. 
Hippislev,  sir  J.  C. 

Iliiehei,  W.  L 

Lnnitw,  W, 


Latouclie,  J. 
Laurence,  T. 


Morpecli,  viscnunt 
Kewport,  iir  J, 
Nortli,  D. 
OfisuUlon,  Inrd 
Parnell,  li. 
Petty,  lord  II. 
Piggolt,  sir  A. 
Pmiaoiiby,  O. 
Porcliesrer,  Lord. 
Pritlie,  Hon.  F.  A. 
Pyra,  F. 
tiuin,  W.  H. 
RusMll,  lord  W. 
Smitb,  W. 


th.J. 
Somerville, 
Tierney,  G. 
Warden.  G.  L. 
Wlutbread,  S. 
Wiudbam,  W. 
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House  or  bonus. 
Monday,  May  2. 
[DEBTons  Bill.)       Lord    Elkniorough 
pr    ented  a  bill,  tne  object  of  which  he 
dated  to  be  the  relief  of  persons  impri- 
soned for  smalt  debts  in  certaiti  cases, 
namely,  vhers  the  party  had  been  impri- 
wmed  in  execution  for   twelve   calendar 
months,  nnd  where  the  debt,  exclusive  of 
costs,  did  not  exceed  20/.     in  such  cases 
tipon  application  to  any  of  the  superior 
courts  at  Westminster,  the  party  miffht 
be  discharged,  but  with  a  provision  that 
fais  goods  and  ellecis  should  be  liable  to 
execution  in  the   same  manner  as  if  the 
blaintilf  had  not  taken  in  executioi)  the 
Dody  of  the  defendant.     It  might,  perhaps, 
be  asked  why  this  power  of  discharge  was 
es,  to  the  judges 
there  had  been 

ct  to  applicatidns 
at  it  was  thought 
iplication  to  the 
light  in  the  bill 
others  of  great 
mtirely  approved 
15  asked,  why  nut 
o  larger  soms?. 
ras  an  expedient 
«  bg  beneficial, 
:tended  ;  but  he 
:  first  iitstance,  to . 
public  aeditby 


extandins  pixnisionk  of  tbii  natane  too,  && 
He  bop«4  titat  at  it  stood,  it  would,  if  car- 
ried into  ellect,  alliird.  some  reii«£to  pe^ 
wns  imprisoned  tijr  small  debts,  witkoul 
having  any  injurious  etlect  upoa  conuuer- 
cial  credit.  TIie  bill  did  not  extend  to 
L>cotland  or  Ireland,  as  he  diii  not  wish  to 
complicate  the  measure  ;  but  the  provi- 
sions might  be  aftinvardd  extended. — Ths 
bin  wtks  read  a  first  tine. 


HOUSE  c 

Mondny,  Ma^  2. 
[Local  Militia  Bill:]  Lord  duf/e* 
rtagk,  in  rising  to  movO'  l4)«  order  of  the 
da^  lor  the  second  reading  ut'  tb«  Local 
Mtlilia'  bill,  thought  it  might  be  for  thf 
convenience  of  the  house,  and  tend  to  save 
time,  that  he  should  take  thai  opportunity 
of  apprizing  gentlemen  of  a  few  alteration! 
hich  he  meant  to  propose  in  the  coi»- 


ttee  upo 


I  the  bill.     The  akeratians  he 


had  in  view  bore  so  directly  ami  so  much 
upon  the  general  principle  of' the  bill,  that 
he  was  inclined- to  soppese  tl|ey  would, 
when  explained,  narrow  coiuidetwblv  th« 
limits  of  any  discussion  upon  that  n^ad. 
The  first  alteration  whiok  he  meant  to  pM»- 
pose,  he  adopted-  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been  thought  do^^iraWe  that  the 
measure  under  consideration  shoubl  con- 
tain a  proviso  for  the  exemption  from  its 
operation  of  persons  who  had-  actually 
served  in  the  militia,  either  personally  or 
by  substitute,  or  who  had'  incurred  any 
penalties  in  consequenoe  of  the  militia 
acts.  In  framing  bis  hill,  he  had  folloived 
the  principle  ol  the  Training  hill  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mt.  Windham), 
which  looked'  to  peroonal  service,  and  ex- 
tended to  all  not  actually  serving  in  some 
other  force.  It  was  thought,  however,  de- 
sirable to  allow  petaons  of  the  description 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  an  immunity 
equivalent  to  that  which  they  enjoyed 
under  the  militia  htws,  and  fi>r  ibat  pur- 
)X>se  a  certain  number  of  years  was  fixed 
upon  ss  the  period  of-  exemption,  rather 
than  an  indefinite  time. — ^The  next  point 
»pon  which  he  proposed  an  alteration  was, 
to  enable  VoUinteer  corps  that  might  be 
disposed  to  serve  as  local  militia  rather 
than  as  volunteers,  to  change  ^le  nature  of 
their  service  :  ai^  on  this  head  it  was  to 
be  expressly  provided,  that  no  decision  of 
a  majoriW  of  any  corps  sbouldbiiul  those, 
either  ofncers  or  men,  who  might  be  in- 
disposed to  the  (diange  of  service,  to  serve 
in  the  local  militia.contrary  to  their  omi 
wish.     Tbe  cluu$  h»  ia4  to  pTopos«b 
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tkervfore^  'WOwW  provide  for  ^Vlowrng  the 
officers  of  «uGh  votvHteer  torps  to  ho^kt 
ootiftmissions  in  the  local  tnilkiik^-aTid  ena- 
ble his  m^esty  to  dispeivse  with  the  qua* 
McatTORB  in  mich  ofiicets  reqndr^  by  the 
ihrlitia  laws,  and  by  this  biH.     h  was  also 
to  provide  for  the  truisfer  trf  the  services 
of  th^  privates  ti  such  corps  from  the  vo« 
Itititei^r  force  to  the  h^cal  railttki. — Another 
c^latise  he  aaeant  to  propofe,  was  to  enable 
persons,  Whose  cimimstances  might  oblige 
them  to  transfer  their  residence  from  one 
eoanty  to  anotbee^to  transfer  a4so  their 
services  from  the  iocf»l  militia  of  one  coun- 
ty if  they  Bhotild  he  serving  in  it,  to  the 
local  militia  T)f  the  other.     He  had  also  a 
danse  to  propose,  which  woqld  contain  a 
provision  tor  granting  tlie  same  facilities  of 
support  ta  the  families  of  persons  in  the 
local  militia,  whose  labour  was  necessary 
Ibr  the  suppcytt  of  their  ^milies,  as  were  at 
present  enjoyed  by  vblnnteers  6f  the  same 
description,  when  they  ^ent  out  on  per- 
Aiianent  duty.      This  would  not  bring  any 
bulrthten  upon  the  parishes,  becaose,  though, 
as  in  the  case  of  vol«nteeirs>  the  charge 
wofdd  in  theArst  init^nbe  be  advanced  by 
the  porishy  it  wais  afterwards  to  be  refund- 
ed by  the  receiver  general  ^  the  county. 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  other  point  which 
H  was  necessary  for  him  to  state  to  the 
house,  but  -one  gteneral  regulation,  which 
he  hlfed  always  in  his  contemplation,  and 
erf  which  he  Was -sure  the  house  itoUld  rea* 
diiy  perceive  the  expediencVi  namely,  to 
place  these  corps,  when  called  out,  under 
the  superintcndancie  of  oBrcers  of  the  line. 
Eviery  gentkilMfl  must  instantly  be  aware  of 
the  important  advantsiges,  in  point  of  prac- 
tical floid  professional  unprovcment,  that 
must  r^ult  from  the  adoption  of  such  an 
anrangement     Having  thus  explained  the 
nature  of  the  alterations  which  lie  meant 
to  introduce  into  the  btU  in  the  committee, 
he  shmdd  nn^w  move  the  tnrder  of  the  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mn.  Wkiibnad  expressed  his  hop<fc  that 
in  the  committee  th6  noble  lord  woold  in- 
trednce  some  dame  to  remedy  the  gro^ 
injustice  suffered  by  those  who  were  serv- 
ing by  substitute  in  the  army  of  reserve, 
'  and  had  since  been  baHotted  iatite  the  mili- 
tia, and  obliged  to  serve  in  persmi.  There 
were  several  who  had  iKXpehdcd  the  liuits 
of  aH  their  earniDgs  in  providing  a  subiti- 
inte  i«i  the  army  of  reserve,  at  the  cKpence 
of  fotty  or  fifty  gmneiisi  and  who  having 
afterwards  been  drawn  for  the  militia^  li^d 
not  the  bi^ans  of  procuring  another  substi* 
tute^  ttiA  wsDe.  i^Mweqaiiiitly  oi^lispsd  to 


serve  personally.  These  were  compara- 
tively fe#  in  ninnber,  butit  was  extremely 
de*h-able  and  just,  that  they  should  b* 
allowed  to  "Withdraw  from  the  militia.  In 
Ins  t^ouuty  ^persons  of  that  description  had 
not  been  siibjiected  to  the  ballot,  because  it 
had  b^n  thought  that  it  had  never  been 
intended  by  the '  legisbtm^e.  He  hoped 
thei^fote,  that  the  noble  lord  would  pro- 
vide for  this  case  trf  hardship  in  the  com- 
nti'ttee,  because  a  clause  Co  th^t  efiect 
would  come  much  better  from  him  or  his 
friends  tlian  from  -any  other  member. — 
The  question  behsg  now  put,  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  'second  time, 

SitJan^es  ;Ffa// said,  there  never  was  a 
period  in  the  hratory  of  this  country, 
V^herein  ahy  tnan  could  have  a  better  op- 
portunity to.  immortalize  his  hame  than 
by  the  establishment  of  sin  €^cient  sys- 
tem of  defence  and  secutity,  menaced  as 
we  v%'ere  by  the  combined  hostilities  of 
united  Europe,  urged  on  by  the  ambition 
and  resentments  of  a  too  successful  and 
implaciaWe  foe.  He  clearly  saw  that  the 
object  of  the  nobl«  Idid  in  the  present  bill 
wiasto  reparir  that  breaY?h:in,the  national 
strength,  occasioned  by  a  decay  in  the 
vohmteering  spirit  of  the  people,  by  which 
he  Was  compelled  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  the  only  means  of  organizing  the 
whole  iphysicdstrength-  of  the  country* 
namely,  that  of  raising  a  force  by  ballot. 
It  was  very  possible  the  bill  might  not  be 
every  thing  which  could  be  wished ;  but  he 
approved  of  the  principle  ;  and  if  nothing 
better  could  be  iofiered,  he  sboiiild  give  this 
bill  his  sbpport.  It  was  possible  in  the 
committee  to  make  many  amendments,  and 
supply  aHiy  delects  whrch  the  bill  in  its 
present  form  might  probably  present.    '    • 

Colonel  Skiptof  could  inA  let  this  bill 
pass,  e^<en  in  this  stage,  or  in  toy  others 
without  entering  his  deoidedproti^t  against 
its  objects,  h  was  remaofkable  enough > 
tiiat  in  these  times,  when  chstiges  of  mi- 
nistry were  so  frequent,  that  every  suc- 
cessive change  was  the  palpent  of  a  new 
military  system.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  •merit  of  other  systems,  he  could 
see  in  this  neither  an  acioessiba  of  strength 
to  the  country,  nor  of  advantage  to  tht 
array.  Its  only  object  seemed  to  be  an 
increese  of  influence  to  ministers,  ninne- 
cessary  and  unmerited.  Little/  indt:ed^ 
did  it  consider  the  dignity  o^  the  comfori 
of  the  soldiery  !  To  the  system  produced 
last  yeir;>be  had  the  pleasure  to  give  his 
nnqtialified  approbation.  It  gave  no  influx 
eno«  to  ^^vemmtnt ;  it  flung  no  dl'^rac^ 
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on  the  military,  but  brought  advantage  to 
both,  without  comprooiising  the  dignity  of 
either.  To  the  author  of  that  system  (Mr. 
Windham)  every  tribute  was  due,  and  he 
hoped  the  army  would  ever  hold  in  proper 
estimation  their  eloquent  and  decided  ad- 
vocate. His  plan  had  given  general  satis- 
faction, aiid  created  lively  hopes  ;  and  it 
was  scandalous  that  motives  of  malignant 
jealousy  should  blast  those  hopes,  without 
giving  their  object  even- a  trial.  He  said, 
the  expcnce  attendant  on  the  execution 
of  this  bill  w^as  one  reason  for  his  opposing 
it,  and  the  oppression  it  encouraged  was 
anbther.  Added  to  this>  he  could  see  no 
one  good  effect  which  it  would  produce  ; 
nor  could  all  the  eloquence  of  the  noble 
lord  persuade  him,  that  soldiers  (miscalled 
such)  could  be  fitted  for  essential  service 
in  28  days.  It  was  impossible  even  to 
drill  tolerable  recruits  in  that  time.  The 
scheme  proposed  was  radically  bad,  be- 
cause it  employed  compulsion  to  effect 
what  could  be  effectual  only  when  it  was 
voluntary.  The  expence,  too,  he  thought 
a  great  objection,  as  it  was  unattended  by 
any  advantage  ;  it  appeared,  this  Militia 
was  to  be  armed  at  the  expence  of  govern- 
ment ;  a  permanent  pay,  and  a  permanent 
staff  kept  up,  and  all  for  no  benefit.'-  As  if 
that  was  not  enough  too,  the  Volunteers 
were  to  have  rewards  given  them  for  trans- 
ferring themselves  to  the  Militia,  and  were 
thus  unnecessarily  taken  from  a  post  in 
which  they  were  of  essential  service. 
Little  regard  as  it  had  to  economy,  it  had 
still  less  to  hittnanity.  It  wentto  drag  the 
peasant  from  his  home,  from  his  farm, 
from  the  family  who  looked  to  him  for 
support,  and  who  were  now  left  to  perish 
unpitied,  or  procure  a  wretched  subsist- 
idnce  gleaned  fron^  the  scanty  pittance  of 
casual  compassion.  But  the  iioble  lord 
seemed  to  think  that  it  would  accelerate 
the  recruiting  for  the  regulars.  What!  did 
he  suppose  that  system  could  benefit  any 
particular  part  of  a  body,  on  the  whole  of 
which  it  cast  degradation  and  contempt  } 
Did  he  suppose  that  men  could  ever  look 
on  servility  with  a  favourable  eye  ^  His 
genera]  opinion  of  the  bill  he  had  now 
given  pretty  fully,  but  he  could  not  sit 
down  without  remarking  a  few  particularly 
obnoxious  clauses.  It  was  intended  by 
^he  bill,  that  the  same  qualifications,  should 
be  required  for  this  part  of  the  military  as 
for  the  old  militia  ;  this  he  could  not  help 
.considering  as  particular lyabsurd>  because 
it  was  so  notorious  a  defect  inthe present  mi- 
iitiajf  that  he  would-venture  tp  say  there  >v'ere 


very  few  colonels  of  regiments  vho  were 
not  in  want  of  some  othcers,  owing  to  the 
deficiency  of  qualifications  in  those  apply- 
ing for  commissions.  If^  then,  a  difficulty 
was  found  in  supplying  so  comparatively 
small  a  number,  how  did  the  noble  lord 
suppose  so  large  a  number  could  be  offi- 
cered under  the  same  disadvantages  }  He 
deprecated  severely  the  prohibition  of  sub- 
stitutes. It  was  foolish  to  make  people 
serve  who  were  unwilling,  when,  they  could 
find  men  to  serve  voluntarily ;  and  it  was 
cruel  to  compel  those  to  act  with  whose 
interests  it  might  effectually  interfere. 
Compulsion,  however,  was  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  compulsion  was  also  the  prin- 
ciple of  ministers  ;  violence  was  their 
prime  and  actuating  principle  ;  they  sup- 
ported commerce  by  throwing  every  im- 
pediment in  its  way ;  they  exalted  the 
army  by  conscription  and  by  infamy  ; 
they  raised  England  by  depressing  the 
spirit  of  her  people  ;  and  conciliated  Ire- ' 
land  by  putting  bigotry  in  ofiice,  and 
decking  out  intolerance  in  laui'els  !  He 
was  aware  ofthe  disadvantage  under  which 
any  minister  would  labour  now  who  pre^ 
sented  a  new  military  plan,  and  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  rise  to  throw  any  impe- 
diment in  his  way,  if  he  thought  it  was 
about,  to  originate  any  one  advantage  t^ 
the  country.  Whoever  took  a  -  review  of 
the  two  last  years  progress,  would  be 
amazed  Utat  two  administrations  so  dif^ 
ferent,  could  govern  the  same  nation ;  one 
administration  endeavouring  to  conciliate, 
the  other  to  coerce  the  country;  one 
rising  pn  the  good  wishes  and  approbation 
of  the  people,  the  other  affecting  to  despise 
them.  He  said  if  he  saw  any  one  ad  van* 
tage  likely  to  result  to  the  nation  from 
this  bill,  it  should  have  met  his  support ; 
but  seeing  the  very  opposite  effect,' he  de- 
precated and  condemned  it. 

Mr. «/.  Smith  was  happy  to  find  that  the 
only  substantial  objection  that  oould  be 
urged  against  the  bill  was  removed  by  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  noble  lord 
this  night.  He  had  been  alvvays  a  decided 
friend  to  the  volunteer  system.  He  was 
sorry  the  volunteers  were  not  engaged  for 
the  war,  as  they  might  hate  been  at  its  com-» 
mencement.  Jt  remained  now  to  apply 
thB  best  remedy  to  the  error  thencommitr 
ted;  and  this  measure  was  the  remedy 
most  efficncious,  as  it  would  so  directly  to. 
make  up  for  the  falling  off'tnat  must  take 
place  in  a  pure  volunteer  force  after  the 
urgency  of  the  immediate  call  for  their 
service  should  have  ceaaed  to  operate  with 
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its  original  influence.  He  denied  that  the 
bill  could  with  propriety  be  called  a  con- 
scription, or  that  there  was  iany  thing  op- 
pressive in  the  nature  of  the  service  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  saw  nothing 
exceptionable  in  the  bill,  whicb  he  had 
read  over  with  attention.  The  magni- 
tude of  the  dangers  with  which  the  coun- 
try was  threatened  required  the  exer- 
tion of  all  the  powers  of  the  empire 
for  our  defence  ;  and  this  measure  con- 
tained no  more  severity  than  the  time  re- 
quired. The  noble  lord  had  made  one 
material  omission,  which,  however,  might 
yet  be  remedied.  The  empire  was  in- 
debted to  the  noble  lord  for  the  great  me^ 
sure  of  the  Union ;  but  that  great  measure 
was  still  imperfect,  while  there  Was  not  an 
unity  of  defensive  force  between  the  united 
kingdoms.  It  would  be  a  measure  worthy 
of  the  noble  lord  who  had  combated  in 
the  foremost  ranks  to  effect  the  Union, 
to  remedy  that  imperfection,  and  to  ren- 
der the  great  work  complete:  The  hard- 
ship of  the  more  distant  removal  from 
home  would  be  reconciled  by  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  and  would  be  but  an  addition 
to  the  alterations  and  improvements  that 
had  already  been  made  on  the  original 
constitution  of  the  militia.  He  was  anxious 
that  the  bill  should  go  to  a  committee, 
and  hoped  that  the  amendment  he  sug- 
gested would  be  made  in  that  stage. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  agreed  that  the  noble 
lord  was  the  fittest  person  to  originate 
€ueh  a  measure  as  that  now  before  the 
house.  But  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
did  not  seem  aware  of  what  that  measure 
would  siibject  the  country  to.  In  former 
limes,  when  the  army  was  so  composed 
that  it  could  noi  be  kept  in  order  without 
extreme  severity,  it  might  have  been  right 
to  enact  and  to  enforce  that  military  code, 
the  penalties  of  which  were  now  the  ex- 
clusive disgrace  of  the  British  army  and 
the  British  nation.  But  at  the  present 
time,  when  so  great  an  amelioration  had 
taken  place  in  the  discipline  and  com- 
position of  our  military  force,  it  was  no 
longer  excusable  to  continue  those  penal 
enactpients ;  and,  certainly,  he  should 
pause  before  he  would  give  his  consent 
to  commit  the  whole*  people  of  J^gland 
to  what  was  dishonourable,  and  perni- 
pious  to  the  army  itself.  He  had  no 
objection  to  a  conscription,  in  the  full 
force  of  the  word.  He  could  never  con- 
sider it  a  hardship  on  a  man  to  be  called 
ti^on  tp  defend  his  hoijie  an4  l^is  coun- 


try, or  to  qualify  himself  for  that  ne- 
cessity. It  was  not  on  that  ground,  there- 
fore, that  he  had  any  objection  to  this  mea- 
sure. But,  before  he  could  consent  to  sub- 
ject the  British  people  to  any  general  call 
of  this  nature,  he  would  call  for  hn  amend- 
ment in  the  military  code.  He  iD>ould  never 
allow  the  British  people  to  be-ETubject  to  a 
disgrace,  far  which  Britons  were  particu- 
larly unfit,  he  meant  the  lash*  He  would 
never  give  his  consent  to  have  the  British 
people  lashed.  It  was  in  this  part  of  the 
measure,  however,  that  the  1itnes»  of  th« 
noble  lord  to  be  its  proposer  was  particu- 
larly felt.  Experience  had  shewn,  that  the 
noble  lord  was  the  fittest  man  in  the  world 
to  srubmita  whole  people  to  the  lash.  Ht 
allowed,  for  it  was  the  opinion  of  th€ 
ablest  military  men,  that  the  immense 
power  of  France,  directed  by  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leader  modern  Eu- 
rope had  seen,  was  sufficient  to  impress 
the  necessity  of  calling  forth  otir  whole 
physical  strength  ^o  meet  the  threatened 
danger.  If  any  fair  and  honourable  modd 
of  drawing  forth  this  exertion  bad  been 
made,  he  should  have  been  ready  to  give  it 
his  support.  But  the  measruve  now  be'>> 
fore  the  house,  though  pcffect  for  every 
purpose  of  disgrace,  was  impotent  in  the 
view  of  strength.  He  was  astonished  that 
any  man  should  presume <  to  interfere  ill 
the  government  of  this  country,  with  sd 
little  experience,  as  to  bring  forwiard  for 
the  main  defence  of  the  nation,  a  mea^ 
sure  so  inconsistent  with  the  constitutiori 
and  genms  of  the  people,  and  with 
every  principle  of  common  sense.  The 
French  government  had  now  *  under  its 
controul,  nearly  100  millions  of  people.  It 
had  the  command  of  all  the  ports  of  the 
continent,,  and  might  soon  have  fleets  in 
various  quarters,  equal  at  least  in  number 
to  ours.  In  these  circumstances,  this  coun- 
try could  not  rest  its  safety  on  any  thing 
but  an  armed  population.  The  British  na- 
tion shouljl  be  in  a  state  to  feel  no  alarm, 
even  if  it  had  not  a  ship  on  the  sea.  He 
was  not  dissatisfied  that  the  people  should 
be  made  an  armed  people.  What  he  was 
anxious  for  was,  that  measures  should  issue 
from  that  house  of  a  nature  to  inspire  the 
people  with  enthusiasm,  and  to  animate 
them  to  general  exertion.  He  would  not, 
however,  give  up  the  people  to  be  flogged. 
He  would  not  allow  Britain  to  be  a  flogged 
nation.  When  individual  soldiers  volun- 
tarily sold  themselves  into  that  situation, 
it  was  a  sufficient  shame  to  the  country 
that  permitted  such  ali  abuse;    but  he 
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w<Hild  not  9l\\oW  tfae,p^o|)le  to  be  brought 
iabo  thaffc  "ooaditioti  by  cooipul^ry  «nact- 
ja^aHi.  Tke  butthen  of  ufimitigti^d  pei^soaal 
service  he  left  out  of  hb  consideration  this 
40ght>  because  it  was  absorbed  in  the  pa- 
rlunouat  importance  of  Uie  other  points. 
We  had  seeo  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  with 
lirmies  composed  as  onrs  were,  fall  before 
France.  The  greatest  military  powers  of 
^e  continent^  &om  relyifig  on  mere  mer- 
cenary annieshad  been,  as  it  were,  trodden 
down  and  walked  ov<er  by  France,  without 
r^slance.  He  was  aware  that  the  con- 
stkttttoa  of  this  country  placed  every  man 
at  the  disposal  of  the  kingi  to  be  placed 
in  the  station  in  which  he  would  be  most 
granted  to  resist  the  en^my  in  ease  of  in- 
vasion»  He  oiiyected  not  to  this ;  but  he 
wished>  by  the  abolition  of  ilie  disgrace- 
ful penalties  .attached  to  the  condition  of  a 
British  soldier,  to  nrake  the  situation  such 
as  a  British  freeman  might,  without  im^^ 
propriety,  b^  placed  in.  The  fatality  with 
which  neglects,  such  as  were  now  to  be 
complained  of  in  this  country,  were  attend- 
ed to  moitarobs  less  consummiately  ^intuous 
than  ours,  pughjb  to  teach  us  Uie  duty  of 
doing  every  thing  incumbent  on  us  to  se- 
cure a  life  so  precious.  He.  therefore 
begged  his  majesty^s  ministers  to  be  cau- 
tious how  th%^y  proposed  measures  of  ge^ 
neral  defence,  clogged  with  obligations  dis* 
iionourable  -to  any  nation,  but  particularly 
inconsistent  with  the  cbatacteristic  and 
constitutional  freedom  of  Britons.  Unless 
this  measure  should  be  amended  in  the  com- 
mittee; and  unless  a  general  ainendment 
should  be  made>  by  omitting  the  obnoxious 
penalties  fronx  the  Mutiny  act^  he  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  it  his  decided 
opposition  in  the  latter  stages.  He  la- 
mented that  every  thing  that  was  done  by 
the  British  government,  was  calculated  to 
give  an  idea  that  the  nation  was  hastening 
to  its  fate.  A  short  time  ago,  a  great  mea- 
sure was  brought  forward  for  the  'general 
and  permanent  support  of  the  army.  That 
measure  was  scarcely  allowed  to  commence 
its  operation,  when  it  \^as  altered,  and  in 
substance  repealed.  There  ^was  nothing 
but  vacillation  in  our  councils.  In  the 
present  administration,  nothing  was  brought 
forward  but  measures  of  mere  temporary 
convenience,  and  immediate  practical  po- 
licy, measures  that  stamped  their  authoi'S 
as  mere  journeymen.  There  was  nothing 
like  those  great  principles  by  which  alone 
nations  could  flourish,  and  from  which  no 
nation  ever  departed  without  involving  its 
own  ruin,      llaviiig  entered  his  protest 
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against  the  measure,  on  these  most  im« 
portant  points,  he  would  resetve  his  iurthet 
observations  to  a  fiitnre  stage  of  the  bill. 

<C!olonel  Wtfod  vindicated  the  military  > 
ctide  of  this  country,  which  he  pronouneed 
to  b^  the  most  lenient  in  Euri^.  It  had 
been  contended  that  the  sresent  plan  was 
unpopular,  and  calcolatea  to  increase  the  • 
influence  of  ininii^rs  :  this  he  thoo^t  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  He  could  not 
understand  how  a  measure  could  give  mi* 
nisiers^  influence,  and  he  at  the  same  time 
unpopular. 

Mr.  Whithrmd  could  easily  remote  the 
difficulty  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had> 
of  conceiving  how  aaiy  thing  that  would 
give  patronage  could  be  unpopnliEn:.  Mea* 
sures  of  taxation,  for  inslanoei  ivere  ex«* 
tremely  unpopular,  yet  no  measures  wece 
attended  with  more  extensive  patronage 
in  the  appointmenlt  bf  ooilectevs,  &c^} 
and  even  that  patronagte .  Was  felt  as  oJio 
of  the  grieatest  hardships  annexed  to- them. 
His!  hon.  friend  behind  him  (Mr.  Herbert) 
had  complimented  the  noble  lord  opposite 
on  his  gallantry  hi  ftghtkig  ut  the  foremost 
nmks  for  the   Union,  and  conKfoering  the 
opponents  of  that  measure.  Hi^rhon.  Isttend 
ought,  however,  to  have  recollected^  tlmt 
one  of  the  greatest  conquerors  of  antiqtnt^ 
asserted,  that  he  would  take  any  town  into 
which  he  could  get  room  for  an  ass  laidea 
with  gbld  to  tatter.     That  th»  was  the  tort 
of  agency  employed  in  the  conquest  for 
which  his  hon.  friend  gave  the  noble  h>rd 
so  much  credit,  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
Irish  chanceUer  of  ^e  exchequer  for  be-« 
Heving.     It  was  strange  that  the  m)hl^ 
lord>  who  was  formerly  foremost  in  ddehce 
of  the  V<)lunteer5,  and  who  for  that  pur* 
pose   imputed   expressions  to    his  right 
hon.  friend  which  he  had  never  made  use 
of,  should  now  bring  forward  a  measure 
which  went  to  absorb  them  altogether. 
For  if  that  was  not  the  object  of  the  pre* 
sent  measure,  he  could  not  see.  what  it  was 
g^od  for.     The  noble   lord  regarded  the 
Volunteers  as   an  ancient   orator  did  a 
great  but  dangerous  political  character  e^ 
his  time  :  Icmtkasdv,  w^nandi^^^-toUendi.    The 
noble  lord  had  praised  ankl  ornamented 
the  Volunteers,  and  now  lie  camte  to  des* 
troy  them.    The  Training  act,  which  the 
noble  Iprd  shewed  he  did  not  understand^ 
in-as-much  as  he  cani:eiVed  it  was  to  be 
executed  by  the  cooistable^  was  evidently 
the  original  fixHn  which  the  noble  lord  de^ 
rived  this  measure.     The  remmiting  of  th^ 
ai-my  would  have  been  i*egulai'ly  and  per* 
mancntly  pro\'ided  for,  .if  the  nohie  to<i 
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had  suffered  the  mea&ure  of  hia  righ^  km. 
friend  fairly;  to  operate.  But  the  Qoble 
lord  would  have  a  volimteeriB^  from  the 
Militia,  i«:hich  had  ixuked  been  saccessfuU 
a^  n0hady  doubted  it  would  be^  but  had 
been  attended  with  most  oppreaiive  ccuise- 
cpAeoces  fropa  the  general  operation  of  the 
ballojb  to  supply  the  deficiency  the  volun- 
teer had  left  after  theu^.  The  multipli- 
cation of  th&  ballot  by  the.f^esent  mea&ure 
\KOuld  extend  the  iMLcdslup  still  farther. 
He  would  venture  to  8ay>  that  when  it 
shpuld  come  to  be  tried,  the  number  of 
n^jBn  cequired  could  nojt  be  found  between 
tbe  ages  of  1  ^.  and  33.  It  would,  besides, 
be  attended  with  the  most  ruinous  effect  (m 
the  morals  and  indu^y.  of  the  young  men., 
\¥koni  it  was  proposed  principally  to  sujs- 
ject  to  the  badtot^  to  take  them  away  for 
28  days  from  their  homes,  and  to  send 
them  back  depoaved  and  corrupted,  to 
communicate  the  baleful  effects-  of  theii* 
campaign  around  the  neigbbouFhood.  The 
expencQ  of  converting  the  Volunteers  into 
Local  Militia  waa  enormoug,  and  when 
conspared  with  that  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
great  measure  which  had  been  so  much 
CMnplained  of,  it  would  be  found  to  be 
much  more  coneiderable.  Still  he  wished 
the  measure  should,  go  into  a  committee, 
in,  order  that  it  might  be  corrected  as  much 
as  possible  by  the  noble  lord  and  by  others. 
With  respect  to  the  interchange  of  Militia, 
tiiat  was  a  measure  too  important  to  be 
implioaled  in  any  other.  Would  to  God 
the  Irish  were  not  left  under  the  neces- 
sity of  coming  to  England  to  learn  what 
iKould  attach  them  to  the  British  consti- 
tution and  connection !  Would  to  God 
the  government  of  the  day  were  sensible 
of  the  justice  and  wisdom,  of  attaching  and 
inspdrinfi^  the  Irish  nation  by  <:onciliatory 
measures  1  Then,  there  would  be  no-  occa- 
sion for  such  an.  interchange.  He  wished. 
to  avoid,  on  this  occasion,  the  discussion 
of  the  severe  pumshments  contained  in  our 
military  code.  Bs  always  believed  the< 
£ngliBh  were  good  and  humane  officers, 
and  that  they  mitigated,  by  tlieir  mode-. 
ration  and  lenity^  the  rigour,  of  the  law.. 
Such  he  knew  was  the  impression  of  the 
inea,  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  they  always. 
preferred  being  tried  by  tlieir  officersi,  to 
Being  tried  by  their  comrades. 

Miw  WUb^CTce  began  with  lamenting. 
that  thfli  country  did  not  seem  awake  to 
the  perils,  by  whiph  it  wns  surrounded. 
Neither  in  ooc  out  of  parliament,  could  be 
find  that -there  kbb  a.8ense  adequate  to.  the 
greatnei^  of.tfae.dangsn»  ladiich  impended 


qver  U8.    We  hadj  it  was  tvQe>  aetn  dicac;  ^ 

dangers,  increaaing  for  a  lonffttma;  vtti 
1^  been  a<%nst(M»ed  to  consider  ^em.  a* 
r^ucb,  and  they  became,  i^  some  nieaauro^ 
so.  familiar  tQ  ua,  that,  seeing  they  wiurtt 
never  realuBed,  we  were  too  apt  to  tveat 
them  with  a  contemn  they  did  nafedes/M'vck.. 
Some  years  ago,  there  was*  a  stronger  dis* 
position  in  the  country  than  at.  pres^t^ 
to  adopt  measure3  necessary  £»r  tt»  aaifetjE^, 
and  yet  the.  power  of  France  -w^a  iMotliing' 
then  compared  with  what  it  waa  at.  ^is 
moment*  He  could  in  no.  way  explaiB, 
this  pheAo.ia»enon,  excepi;  upon  tfaal  prin^k 
ciple  of  confidenee  airising  £Bom  tbe  pre^ 
sumed  extinction  of  the  naval  power  o& 
France.  Sbeltered  behiad  om  wofide^ 
walk,  as  they  weve  catted,  we  ae^iaed  toi 
deride  the  dangers,  by  which  we  w:ese> 
threatened.  But  this  waa  a  security,  upxMk 
which  iniiplicit  reliance  waa  not'  ta  be» 
placed.  The  most  experienced  Diilitary* 
characters  allowed  that  it  was  posasble  &r 
the  enemy  to  bad  a  lar^  force,  ia  more* 
parts  than,  one  of  the  country.  Ta  oppose 
any  attempt  of  thi&  kind^  we  should  alwayff 
have  such  a  military  ibrce  on  foot,  as  woold: 
preclude  the*  enemy,  from  the  posd3>ility  oi 
success.  We  should  posaess  sncb  a  specie&  ' 
of  internal  force  as  might  operate  as.  a  di;^ 
couragement  to  descent,  and  make  success^ 
humanly,  speaking,  impossible.  When  na«. 
tions  endeavoured  to  overthrow  each  other, 
their  chief  instruments  were<  regular  armies^ 
bub  on  such  occasions,  the  power  assailed 
had  a  very  great,  advantage  OTten  tlie  ae*. 
sailant.  The  former,,  in  addition  to  it» 
regular  force,  might  avail  itselfi  of  its  po«n 
pulation,  in. the  same  manner  as>.in  a. siege, 
the  commander  would  sometimes  caiil  the) 
inhabitants  to  his  assistance  in.  the  defencei 
of  the  place.  Considering  the  stcength; 
and  acrimony  of  the  enemy  witbwbom. 
we  had  to.  contend,  we  should  neglect: 
nothing  which  might  conduce  to  our  se- 
curitv.  The  whole  population  of  the  conn«. 
try  should,  as.  far  as  possible,  be  trained  tcb 
the  use  of  arms;  and  here  it  might  be^ 
said,  the  plan  of  his  noble  friend  did  not- 
come  up  to  his  ideas.  He  regretted  thati 
it  did  not.  The  principle  and  foundation 
ofrthe  measure  was  good,  but  it  was  noti 
sufficiently  spacious,  or  comprehensive.  Itt 
was  desirable  that  a  gr:eat  part  of  the  po-^ 
pulation. should  be  put  into  such  a. degree* 
of  traiuiog,  a&  would  qualify  it  to  be-  in*-, 
corporatedwith  the  regular  army  in  ca^ai 
of:  exigency^  and  that  we  should  have  at! 
the  same  time  a  great  regimented  ibrce.- 
This,  as  well  aah^  understood^  it»  was  th«i 
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principle  of  his  noble  friend's  plan,  which, 
he  was  sorry  to  find,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
taoato  carry  to  the  extent  which  he  him- 
self thought  necessary.  Perhaps,  however, 
when  it  should  come  to  be  farther  deve- 
loped, it  might  be  made  to  come  nearer  to 
the  system  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  re- 
commending. He  could  not  help  regret- 
ting that  his  noble  friend  did  not  feel  him- 
self warranted  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
come  forward  in  their  own  defence;  to 
remind  them  of  the  victories  and  triumphs 
of  their  ancestors ;  to  represent  to  them 
the  imminent  and « hourly  increasing  dan- 
gers with  which  they  were  threatened ; 
and,  by  a  vigorous  appeal  to  their  pa- 
triotism and  their  spirit,  to  rouse  them  to 
rush  forward  to  defend  and  uphold  the  li- 
berties, the  honour,  the  interest,  and  the 
security  of  the  country.  The  plan,  how- 
ever, as  far  as  it  went,  met  his  entire  ap- 
probation. He  also  approved  highly  of 
the  plan  of  defence  proposed  by  another 
noble  lord  (the  earl  of  Selkirk),  and  wished 
it  was  carried  into  eiifect.  The  volunteers 
were  not  interfered  with  by  the  present 
measure,  which  went  only  to  provide  a 
supply  in  the  event  of  their  falling  off. 
Every  one  who  had  considered  the  sub- 
ject allowed  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  a 
great  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  have  a  large 
subsidiary  force,  which  might,  if  neces- 
sary, be  easily  transferred  to  the  reo^ulars. 
.  A  varied  force  was  fittest  for  this  country, 
all  the  branches  of  which  would  act  with 
common  emulation.  Kc  trusted  parlia- 
ment would  provide  a  defence  adequate  to 
the  exigency ;  and  that  long  contempla- 
tion of  the  danger  would  not  cause  it  to  be' 
undervalued.  The  enemy  had  no  longer 
powerful  nations  to  dread  ;  the  loss  of  an 
army  was  less  material  to  him,  and  he  was 
less  exposed  to  revolt  at  home.  These 
were  all  additional  temptations  to  under- 
take the  enterprise  against  us.  But  our 
great,  free  population,  if  government  and 
parliament  would  availlheuiselves  of  them, 
afibrded  ample  means  to  render  attack 
hopeless,  and  peace  secure. 
'.  Mr.  fTzWAoj/e  vindicated  himself  and  his 
iriends  from  the  imputation  of  under-rating 
the  danger  of  invasion.  He  could,  how- 
ever, remember  a  period  of  danger,  the' 
year  1798,  when  the  hon.  gent,  who 
brought  the  charge  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  forcing  ontlie 
tnini^ei'  at  that  time  (Mr.  Pitt)  a  measure, 
^vhieh  put  the  government  of  this  country 
iaa  conrso 'entirely  new,  and  to  which  the 


disasters  that  had  befallen  Europe,  were 
in  a  great  degree  to  be  attributed.  This 
he  said  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  that 
great  man  from  at  least  one  of  the  errors 
that  in  m^iny  instances  were  groundlessly 
charged  upon  him.  At  present  the  danger 
seemed  to  be  so  far  thought  of,  that  some-' 
thing  was  to  be  done  to  meet  it ;  but  it 
seemed  to  be  thoughtmatter  of  indiilei'ence 
what  that  something  should  be.  .  His  ob- 
jection to  the  present  measure  wa»  not 
that  it  went  to  do  too  much,  or  that  it  was 
too  burthensome,  btil  that  it  was  in  its  na- 
ture inefficient.  He  wir*hed  to  strip  the 
measure  of  its  feathers,  and  to  shew  it  in 
its  natural  size.  The  proposed  measure 
would  be  attended  with  vast  expence,  with 
a  general  disturbance  of  the  occupations  of 
private  life,  patronage  without  end,  and  a 
great  contamination  of  public  morals.  The 
measure  was  bulky,  but  he  wished  to  '  as-' 
certain  its  substantial  size.  What  would 
all  the  tinsel  burn  for?  what  weight  of 
solid  gold  did  it  contain  ?  We  were  told  of- 
500,000  men  in  arms  ;  but  we  had  both 
the  men  and  the  arms  before.  The  en* 
rolling,  too,  was  provided  for  by  the  Train- 
ing act,  to  the  amount  of  200,000  men,  or 
more  if  necessary.  The  training  was  to 
have  been  for  24  days,  now  it  was  to  be  for 
28,  and  the  men  were  to  be  incorporated 
into  companies,  regiments,  or  battalions. 
This  last,  in  fact,  was  the  only  point  in  which 
the  noble  lord's  splendid  measure  differed 
from  its  barren  predecessor.  ^This  was  a 
loss  instead  of  a  gain  ;  but  even  if  it  was  a 
gain,  it  would  be  too  dearly  purchased  at 
the  expence  of  all  the  money,  vexation, 
corruption,  and  patronage,  that  would  at- 
tend it.  The  noble  lord,  seemed  to  think 
that  by  putting  military  clothes  on  men, 
he  could  make  them-  soldiers,  and  that 
upon  getting  the  regimental  tailors  to  put 
on  red,  white,  and  bine  ^cingSy  he  could 
establish  an  anny  at  pleasure.  This  was» 
however,  a  false  idea ;  it  was  notorious  that 
it  was  by  regular  troops  opposed  to  iiTe- 
gular,  that  France  had  conquered  and  Eu- 
rope had  been  subdued.  He  asserted  from 
the  best  authority,  that  the  men  thus  trained 
could  not  without  the  danger  of  certain 
defeat  be  brought  to  act  with  regiments  o£ 
the  line  in  the  day  of  battle.  He  pio-* 
posed  that  the  men,  when  trained,  should 
be  used  as  a  great  reserve,  to  be  brought 
gradually  into  the  line  to  repair  the.losses 
that  might  .arise.  It.  was.  not  nverely  to 
supply  the  incidental  falling  foff  of  the 
Volunteers  that  the  pTe8eiit4>iirwfeis brought 
fbr^mrd.    There  was  a  circular  letter  to 
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stop  the  increase  of  the  Volunteers.  The 
idea  of  binding  the  volunteers  to  com- 
palsory  service  was  too  ridiculous  to  be 
heard  with  patience.  He  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  recommended  to  the  militia  and 
volunteers,  a  Spanish  proverb  which  says, 
'  defend  me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will 
defend  myself  against  my  enemies/  It 
turned  out  in  fact,  that  both  Volunteers 
and  Militia  suffered  more  from  their  friends 
opposite,  than  from  him  who  was  called 
their  enemy.  He  proposed  that  the  Vo- 
lunteers coming  forward  after  a  certain 
time,  should  -serve  without  pay  ;  and  he 
believed,  that  was  the  object  of  the  noble 
lord's  proposition  on  this  head  now.  The 
noble  lord  thought  he  did  a  great  deal 
when  he  made  a  great  bustle.  Or  rather, 
he  wished  to  appear  to  do  something,  and 
for  that  purpose  set  about  undoing  what 
was  already  done.  His  plan  had  been  to 
increase  the  army  by  rendering  the  con- 
dition of  the  soldier  attractive  to  the  res- 
pectable population.  The  noble  lord  pro- 
<eeded,  not  by  raising  the  situation  of  the 
soldier  to  the  condition  of  the  people,  but 
by  debasing  the  people  to  the  level  of  the 
soldier.  He  contended,  that  besides  the 
bad  effects  of  28  days  licence,  under  offi- 
cer's having  no  controul,  many  persons 
who  had  nobody  to  attend  to  their  daily 
business  in  their  absence  would  be  ruined. 
On  a  fonner  occasion  he  recommended  a 
general  fine  ;  for  the  liberty  of  getting 
substitutes  had  before  faised  the  bounty  to 
an  enormous  height.  It  was  an  oppressive 
feature  of  the  present  bill,  that  it  prevented 
the  alleviation  of  the  burthen  that  might 
fall  on  the  individual,  by  insurance.  If 
the  bill  was  allowed  to  operate  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  thousands  must  be  crushed  under 
it  like  grubs  ;  and  all  this  mischief  was  to 
be  incurred  to  indulge  the  noble  lord  in  an 
army  of  red  coats  and  breeches.  It  was 
very  absurd  to  accuse  him  and  his  friends 
of  want  of  regard  for  the  interest  of  the 
country,  because  they  attempted  to  correct 
the  faulty  measures  proposed  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  the  country  was  strengthened  by 
pointing  out  and  correcting  these  weak- 
nesses. It  was  said,  the  Volunteers  had  no 
objection  to  be  converted  into  Local  Mi- 
litia, if  their  officers  were  enrolled  in  their 
respective  ranks.  He  objected  much  to 
this  general  enrolment  without  any  regard 
to  qualification.  It  was  no  recommendation 
to  him  that  the  magistrates  approved  of 
the  bill,  not  even  that  the  deputy  lieute- 
nants, or  the  lords  lieutenant  approved  of 
Vol,.  3a 


it,  considering  who  had  the  appointment 
of  the  lords  lieutenant,  and  the  recent  ap- 
pointment the  noble  secretary  had  made 
of  a  person  connected  with  himself,  and 
wholly  unconnected  with  that  county,  to 
be  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. The  number  of  officers,  and  clerks 
of  division,  and  subdivision,  which '  this 
measure  would  require,  would  extend  the 
influence  of  government^  or  that  of  those 
upon  whom  government  had  influence, 
throughout  the  country.  The  mischief  of 
this  influence  was,  not  only  that  it  cor- 
rupted the  public  mind  extensively,  but 
also  that  it  unsettled  it  still  more.  He  ap-^ 
pealed  to  all  who  had  ever  filled  offices* 
with  patronage  annexed  to  them,  whether 
the  effect  of  seeing  a  friend  or  a  neighbour 
provided  for  by  a  place,  was  not  to  lead 
away  many  others  from  the  slow  advan- 
tages of  industry>and  to  inspire  them  with 
a  desire  of  the  same  easy  provision.  How 
extensively  would  this  bill  operate  in  this 
way,  providing  every  where  so  many  em- 
ployments, at  the  disposal  of  those  who 
were  at  the  disposal  of  government.  The 
noble  lord  never  wished  his  stream  to  flow 
through  a  dry  and  sterile  soil  ;  he  gene- 
rally took  care  to  direct  it  through  lands 
flowing  with  ministerial  milk  and  honey. 
When  the  noble  lord  travelled. throuojh  the 
country,  he  liked  to  have  comfortable  sta- 
tions on  his  right  and  on  his  lefl;  to  bait  at.- 
He  left  the-  house  and  the  country  to  con- 
sider whether  the  noble  lord's  dressed  sol- 
diers with  their  military  coats  and  breeches, 
facings  and  feathers,  and  bands  of  music, 
had  at  such  expence  and  with  so  much 
vexation,  with  the  disturbance  of  the  occu- 
pations and  the  injury  of  the  morals  of 
the  people,  with  the  unlimited  patronage 
annexed,  was  to  be  preferred  to  his  system 
of  trainmg,  which  without  any  derange- ' 
ment  of  industrious  occupations  and  moral 
habits  rendered  the  men  equally  effective. 
He  would  not  take  up  ^ore  of  the  time  of 
the  house  at  present,  but  reserve  himself 
for  the  future  stages  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Castkreagh  replied  shortly  to  the 
several  objections  made  against  the  bill* 
He  had  been  taxed,  he  said,  with  having 
borrowed  a  great  part  of  the  materials 
fi*om  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr« 
Windham),  and  he  was  free  to  own,  that 
in  some  instances  that  might  be  the  case. 
He  was  by  no  means  ashamed  of  borrowing 
any  idea  from  the  right  hon.  gent.,  as  he 
was  extremely  desirous  to  give  the  country 
every  possible  advantage  which  it  could 
derive  from  the  talents  of  the  right  hoo* 
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minciple  of  his  noble  friend's  plan,  which. 
Be  was  sorry  to  find,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tioato  carry  to  the  extent  which  he  him- 
self thought  necessary.  Perhaps,  however, 
when  it  should  come  to  be  farther  deve- 
loped, it  might  be  made  to  come  nearer  to 
the  system  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  re- 
commending, lie  could  not  help  regret- 
ting that  his  noble  friend  did  not  feel  him- 
self warranted  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
come  forward  in  their  own  defence;  to 
remind  them  of  the  victories  and  triumphs 
of  their  ancestors ;  to  represent  to  them 
the  imminent  and  >  hourly  increasing  dan- 
gers with  which  they  were  threatened ; 
and,  by  a  vigorous  appeal  to  their  pa- 
triotism and  their  spirit,  to  rouse  th«m  to 
rash  forward  to  defend  and  uphold  the  li- 
berties, the  honour,  the  interest,  and  the 
security  of  the  country.  The  plan,  how- 
ever, as  far  as  it  went,  met  his  entire  ap- 
probation. He  also  approved  highly  of 
the  plan  of  defence  proposed  by  another 
noble  lord  (the  earl  of  Selkirk),  and  wished 
it  was  carried  into  eilect.  The  volunteers 
were  not  interfered  with  by  the  present 
measure,  which  went  only  to  provide  a 
supply  in  the  event  of  their  falling  off. 
Every  one  who  had  considered  the  sub- 
ject allowed  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  a 
great  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  have  a  large 
subsidiary  force,  which  might,  if  neces- 
saiy,  be  easily  transferred  to  the  I'egulars. 
.  A  varied  force  was  fittest  for  this  country, 
all  the  branches  of  which  uould  act  with 
common  emulation.  He  trusted  parlia- 
ment would  provide  a  defence  adequate  to 
the  exigency ;  and  that  long  contempla- 
tion of  the  danger  would  not  cause  it  to  be' 
undervalued.  The  enemy  had  no  longer 
powerful  nations  to  dread  ;  the  loss  uf  an 
army  was  less  material  to  him,  and  he  was 
less  exposed  to  revoU  at  home.  These 
were  all  additional  temptations  to  under- 
t-ake  the  enterprise  against  us.  But  our 
great,  free  population,  if  government  and 
parlianrient  would  avail  .themselves  of  them, 
afCbrded  ample  means  to  render  attack 
hopeless,  and  peace  secure. 
'  Mr.  Windhaitt  vindicated  himself  and  his 
friends  from  the  imputation  of  under-rating 
the  danger  of  invasion.  He  could,  how- 
ever, remember  a  period  of  danger,  the' 
year  1798,  when  the  hon.  gent,  who 
brought  the  charge  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  forcing  ontlie 
mihistei'  at  that  time  (Mr.  Pitt)  a  measure 
which  put  the  goverament  of  this  country 
ia  a  conrso  entirely  new,  and  to  which  the 


disasters  that  had  befallen  Europe,  were 
in  a  great  degree  to  be  attributed.  This 
he  said  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  that 
great  man  from  at  least  one  of  the  errors 
that  in  m^ny  instances  were  groundlessly 
charged  upon  him.  At  present  the  danger 
seemed  to  be  so  far  thought  of,  that  some-* 
thing  was  to  be  done  to  meet  it ;  but  it 
seemed  to  be  thought  matter  of  indiflerence 
what  that  som'^thing  should  be.  His  ob-> 
jection  to  the  present  measure  was  not 
that  it  went  to  do  too  much,  or  that  it  was 
too  burthensome,  bul  that  it  was  in  its  na- 
ture ineflicienL  He  wif«hed  to  strip  the 
measure  of  its  feathers,  and  to  shew  it  in 
its  natural  size.  The  proposed  measure 
would  be  attended  with  vast  expence,  with 
a  general  disturbance  of  the  occupations  of 
private  life,  patronage  without  end,  and  a 
great  contamination  of  public  morals.  Tlie 
measure  was  bulky,  but  he  wished  to  -  as-' 
certain  its  substantial  size.  What  would 
all  the  tinsel  burn  for?  what  weight  of 
solid  gold  did  it  contain  ?  We  were  told  of 
500,000  men  in  arms  ;  but  we  had  both 
the  men  and  the  arms  before.  The  en* 
rolling,  too,  was  provided  for  by  the  Train- 
ing act,  to  the  amount  of  200,000  men,  or 
more  if  necessary.  The  training  was  to 
have  been  for  24  days,  now  it  was  to  be  for 
28,  and  the  men  were  to  be  incorporated 
into  companies,  regiments,  or  battalions^ 
This  last,  in  fact,  was  the  only  point  in  which 
the  noble  lord's  splendid  measure  diiicred 
from  its  barren  predecessor.  ^This  was  a 
loss  instead  of  a  gain  ;  but  even  if  it  was  a 
gain,  it  would  be  too  dearly  purchased  at 
the  expence  of  all  the  money,  vexation, 
corruption,  and  patranage,  that  would  at- 
tend it.  The  noble  lord,  seemed  to  think 
that  by  putting  military  clothes  on  men, 
he  could  make  them  soldiers,  and  that 
upon  getting  the  regimental  tailors  to  put 
on  red,  white,  and  blue  fecingsy  he  could 
establish  an  anny  at  pleasure.  This  was^ 
however,  a  false  idea ;  it  was  notorious  that 
it  was  by  regular  troops  opposed  to  irre- 
gpalar,  that  France  had  conquered  and  Eu- 
rope liad  been  subdued.  He  asserted  from 
the  best  authority,  that  the  men  thus  trained 
could  not  without  the  danger  of  certain 
defeat  be  brought  to  act  with  regiments  o£ 
the  line  in  the  day  of  battle.  He  pFo-» 
posed  that  the  men,  when  trained,  should 
be  used  as  a  great  reserve,  to  be  bi:x)ught 
gradually  into  the  line  to  repair  the: losses 
that  might. arise.  It. was  not  merely  to 
supply  the  incidental  falling  ofi*  of  the 
Volunteers  that  the  presentbill  was  brought 
tbrwerd.    There  was  a  circular  letter  to 
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stop  the  increase  of  the  Volunteers.    The 
idea  of  binding  the  volunteers  to  com* 

Eulsory  service  was  too  ridiculous  to  be 
eard  with  patience.  He  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  recommended  to  the  militia  and 
Tolunteers,  a  Spanish  proverb  which  says, 
'  defend  me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will 
defend  myself  against  my  enemies/  It 
turned  out  in  fact,  that  both  Volunteers 
and  Militia  suiiered  more  from  their  friends 
op|>osite,  than  from  him  who  was  called 
their  enemy.  He  proposed  that  the  Vo- 
lunteers coming  forward  after  a  certain 
time,  should  -serve  without  pay  ;  and  he 
believed,  that  was  the  object  of  the  noble 
lord's  proposition  on  this  head  now.  The 
noble  lord  thought  he  did  a  great  deal 
when  he  made  a  great  bustle.  Or  rather, 
he  wished  to  appear  to  do  something,  and 
for  that  purpose  set  about  undoing  what 
was  already  done.  His  plan  had  been  to 
increase  the  army  by  rendering  the  con- 
dition of  the  soldier  attractive  to  the  res- 
pect2J>le  population.  The  noble  lord  pro- 
ceeded, not  by  raising  the  situation  of  the 
soldier  to  the  condition  of  the  people,  but 
by  debasing  the  people  to  the  level  of  the 
soldier.  He  contended,  that  besides  the 
bad  effects  of  28  days  licence,  under  offi- 
cers having  no  controul,  many  persons 
who  had  nobody  to  attend  to  their  daily 
business  in  their  absence  would  be  ruined. 
On  a  fonner  occasion  he  recommended  a 
general  fine  ;  for  the  liberty  of  getting 
substitutes  had  before  jraised  the  bounty  to 
an  enormous  height.  It  was  an  oppressive 
feature  of  the  present  bill,  that  it  prevented 
the  alleviation  of  the  burthen  that  might 
fall  on  the  individual,  by  insurance.  If 
the  bill  was  allowed  to  operate  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  thousands  must  be  crushed  under 
it  like  grubs  ;  and  all  this  mischief  was  to 
be  incurred  to  indulge  the  noble  lord  in  an 
army  of  red  coats  and  breeches.  It  was 
very  absurd  to  accuse  him  and  his  friends 
of  want  of  regard  for  the  interest  of  the 
country,  because  they  attempted  to  correct 
the  faulty  measures  proposed  by  his  ma- 
jestjT^s  ministers.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  the  country  was  strengthened  by 
pointing  out  and  correcting  these  weak- 
nesses. It  was  said,  the  Volunteers  had  no 
objection  to  be  converted  into  Local  Mi- 
litia, if  their  officers  were  enrolled  in  their 
respective  ranks.  He  objected  much  to 
this  genera]  enrolment  without  any  regard 
to  qualification.  It  was  no  recommendation 
to  hiQi  that  the  magistrates  approved  of 
the  bill,  not  even  that  the  deputy  lieute- 
nants, or  the  lords  lieutenint  approved  of 
Wqu  XI.  ^ 


it,  considering  who  had  the  appointi 
of  the  lords  lieutenant,  and  the  recen 
pointment  the  noble  secretary  had  r 
of  a  person  connected  with  himself, 
wholly  unconnected  with  that  count] 
be  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
folk.  The  number  of  officers,  and  c 
of  division,  and  subdivision,  which 
measure  would  require,  would  extenc 
influence  of  government,  or  that  of  t 
upon  whom  government  had  influe 
throughout  the  country.  The  mischi 
this  influence  was,  not  only  that  it 
rupted  the  public  mind  extensively, 
also  that  it  unsettled  it  still  more.  H< 
pealed  to  all  who  had  ever  filled  ol 
with  patronage  annexed  to  them,  whc 
the  effect  of  seeing  a  friend  or  a  neigh 
provided  for  by  a  place,  was  not  to 
away  many  others  from  the  slow  ad 
tages  of  industry)"  and  to  inspire  them 
a  desire  of  the  same  easy  provision, 
extensively  would  this  bill  operate  in 
way,  providing  every  where  so  many 
ployments,  at  the  disposal  of  those 
were  at  the  disposal  of  government, 
noble  lord  never  wished  his  stream  to 
through  a  dry  and  sterile  soil ;  he  g 
rally  took  care  to  direct  it  through  1 
flowing  with  ministerial  milk  and  ho 
When  the  noble  lord  travelled  througl 
country,  he  liked  to  have  comfortable 
tions  on  his  right  and  on  his  left  to  ba 
He  left  the-  house  and  the  country  to 
sider  whether  the  noble  lord's  dressed 
diers  with  their  military  coats  and  breec 
facings  and  feathers,  and  bands  of  m 
had  at  such  expencc  and  with  so  n 
vexation,  with  the  disturbance  of  the  o 
pations  and  the  injury  of  the  moral 
the  people,  with  the  unlimited  patroi 
annexed,  was  to  be  preferred  to  his  sy; 
of  training,  which  without  any  dera 
ment  of  industrious  occupations  and  n: 
habits  rendered  the  men  equally  effec 
He  would  not  take  up  /nore  of  the  tim 
the  house  at- present,  but  reserve  hin 
for  the  future  stages  of  <:he  bill. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied  shortly  to 
several  objections  made  against  the 
He  had  been  taxed,  he  said,  with  ha' 
borrowed  a  great  part  of  the  mate 
from  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  ( 
Windham),  and  he  was  free  to  own, 
in  some  instances  that  might  be  the  c 
He  was  by  no  means  ashamed  of  borrov 
any  idea  from  the  right  hon.  gent.,  S! 
was  extremely  desirous  to  give  the  coui 
every  possible  advantage  which  it  c* 
derive  from  the  talents  of  the  right 
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fent  in  miliuiy  improTementSy   and  as 
e  was  at  the  same  time  equally  desirous 
to  save  the  country  from  every  possible 
expence,  without  recurring  to  the  system 
pf  substitution.     He  was,  therefore,  not  a 
little  surprised,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  be  so  sore  at  his  having  adopted  a 
favourite  child  of  his  own.     He  concurred 
with  his  hon.  friend  behind  him    (Mr. 
Wilberforce),  that  it  was  necessary  the 
country  should  know  the  extent  of  the 
danger  of  the  present  moment,  and  the 
extreme  necessity  there  was  of  guarding 
effectually  against  it ;    and  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  our  present  existing  force  should 
be  of  a  permanent  nature.     It  was  evident, 
that  the  enemy  was  now  possessed  of  such 
an  extent  of  coast  as  required  much  more 
extensive  and  effectual  measures  to  guard 
against  his  future  attacks.     He  had  form- 
erly brought  down  his  troops  to  Boulogne, 
and  from  thence  alone  had  threatened  us 
with  an  attack;  but  he  was  now  possessed 
of  the  port  of  Flushing,  and  that  was  a 
point  from  which  he  might  severely  annoy 
us,  and  against  which  it  behoved  us  to  be 
particularly    and    adequately    prepared. 
We  had  now  not  less  than  200,000  effec- 
tive men,  rank  and  file,  of  regular  force, 
taking  together  our  Army  and  Militia : 
we  could  not  add  more  than  50  or  60,000 
men  in  the  usual  course,  and  how,  then, 
were  we  to  obtain  such  a  number  as  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  acting  with  the 
regular  army  ?    He  was  convinced  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of 
training  men  by  the  exercise  of  24  days, 
was  not  likely  to  make  them  such  soldiers 
as  would  be  able  to  stand  against  the 
French  troops  whenever  they  might  arrive 
in  this  country.     He  was,  therefore,  desir- 
ous to  make  the  most  advantageous  provi- 
.  sion  that  the  nature  of  the  case  would  ad- 
mit ot    If  we  could  not  have  the  best,  we 
must  take  the  next  best ;  and  if  we  could 
not  have  the  required  force  out  for  the 
whole  time  that  might  be  wished,  we  must 
take  them  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  would  allow. 
He  could  by  no  means  see.  how  this  kind 
of  force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill 
was  so  inadequate  as  had  been  represented. 
It  very  nearly  approximated  to  the  force 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  right  hon.  gent:,  and 
the  house  could  not  but  recollect  there  was 
a  time  when  that  right  hon.  gent,  placed 
his  trained  force  second  only  to  the  regu- 
lar army.     He  had  repeatedly  entertained 
th»  house  wifth^  the  great  e&ct  which  an 


armed  peasantry  matt  prodoee  in  the  field 
by  firing  on  the  enemy  from  concealed 
places,  in  a  coontry,  the  titoation  of  which 
they  were  so  much  better  acquainted  with 
than  the  enemy  coaki  be ;  aqd  he  believed^ 
if  gentlemen  would   carefiiily   examine 
this  bill,  and  compare  it  with  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  hon.  fpni.  they  would 
find  that  the  only  matenal  difference  be« 
tween  them  was  as  to  the  mere  number  of 
days  of  training.    If  the  right  hon.  geat. 
would  allow  that  the  Volunteers  had  any 
merit  at  all,  and  if  the  Volonteers  would 
consent  to  give  their  services  for  a  certain 
time,  and  would  agree  to  be  trained  not 
only  in  time  of  war  but  of  peace,  they  could 
not  fail  to  become  a  force  of  the  most  in* 
estimable  value  to  the  country.  These,  and 
the  Local  Militia  raised  fifom  the  coast 
counties,  would  create  a  force  of  55(^000 
men  for  England  only,  and  taking  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  we  should  have  an  effective 
force  of  400,000  men,  in  addition  to  the 
200,000  regular  and  militia  forces ;   and 
in  order  to  procure  this,  he  thought' it 
adviseable  to  put  the  right  hon.  gent.'a 
plan  in  force,  certainly  not  to  the  eat* 
travagant  amount  he  haa  intended,  but  in 
certain   proportions  in  every  regiment, 
such  as  should  answer  the  purpose  on  a 
smaller  scale;    and  though  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  might  not  be  ex- 
tended at  a  future  time,  he  thought  every 
thing  had  been  done  at  present  which  the 
nature  of  the  service  and  the  circumstancea 
of  the  country  required.    The  right  hon* 
gent,  had  said  a  great  deal  about  the  pa» 
tronage  of  the  Bill :   for  his  own  part,  he 
did  not  see  it  in  that  light  at  all ;    lean  aa 
he  was,  he  was  sure  if  he  nevfer  fattened 
more  than  on  the  patronage  of  this  Bill,  he 
must  remain  the  same  slender  figure  he 
then  was  to  the  end  of  his  days.    A  great 
cry  had  been  set  up  against  this  bill,  by 
comparing  it  to  the  measure  of  conscrip* 
tion ;   but  there  certainly  was  no  ground 
for  that  comparison,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  thia 
country  would  relieve  them  from  all  alarm 
on  that  head,  when  they  seriously  consi- 
dered the  bill.    As  to  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  BurdettJ,  he  did 
not  consider  them  as  detracting  much  from 
the  value  of  the  proposed  plan,  and  he 
hoped  the   good   sense    of  the  country 
would  secure  the  people  from  giving  in  to 
the  opinion  of  that>hoTb  baronet,  as  to  the 
degradation  of  the  military  service.    He 
should  reserve  the  further  discussion  till 
the  bill  waa  conmutted,  when  he  hoped  te 
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be  able  to  prove  that  the  proposed  force 
could  be  obtained  on  better  terms  than 
could  have  been  expected  under  the  plan 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite. — The  bill 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 


tiOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

[Annuities  to  Scotch  Judges.]  The 
lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  moved  that  the 
house  should  resolve  itiself  into  a  committee 
to  consider  further  of  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  Judges  retiring  from  the  Bench 
in  Scotland,  in  consequence  of  old  age  and 
infirmity. 

Mr.  Abcrcromby  was  unwilling,  even  in 
that  early  sta^e  of  the  business,  to  let  the 
present  question  pass  without  stating  his 
objection  to  the  principle.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  no  analogy  whatever  be- 
tween those  Judges  and  the  Judges  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  as  the  latter  went  circuity 
and  had,  after  discharging  the  business  in 
their  respective  courts  in  the  metropolis, 
to  go  through  a  weighty  provincial  duty; 
wiMsreas,  the  former  Lad  not  employment 
for  two  thirds  of  the  year>  and  had  no  cir- 
cuits to  attend ;  the  duties  of  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer  were  not  only  very  easy, 
and  such  as  almost  any  man  might  perform, 
but  also  very  light.  He  could  not,  under 
euch  circumstances,  consent  to  any  ad- 
dition to  the  burthens  of  the  people,  so 
much  burdened  already,  by  compensation 
so  unmerited  and  uncalled  for. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  though 
he  admitted  that;  the  duties  of  the  exchequer 
barons  was  not  heavy,  still  thought  that 
Scotland  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
liberality  of  this  country  would  not  deny 
to  a  supreme  court  of  judicature  in  Scot- 
land what  they  had  already  given  to  their 
own.  He  thought  too,  that  the  less  the 
barons  had  to  do,  the  less  temptation  they 
would  have  to  retire  from  such  light  duty, 
and  that  consequently  the  public  money 
would  be  the  less  encroached  upon. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  was  anxious,  that  those 
who  should  have  properly  executed  the 
laborious  and  important  duty  of  adminis- 
tering justice  should  be  liberally  reward- 
ed ;  and  if  the  like  laborious  duties  attach- 
ed to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scot- 
land as  to  those  of  England,  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have 
the  same  advantages  of  retirement.  But 
the  point  was,  that  the  judicial  duties  of 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scotland 
were  notbing  y  and  their  mumterial  duties 


consisted  merely  in  signing  their  n 
to  the  warrants  sent  from  this  countn 

• 

The  Solicitor-Geheral  of  Scotland 
ported  the  proposed  provision  genei 
The  paucity  of  the  causes  that  were 
by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  v 
proof  of  their  beneficial  arrangemer 
the  collection  of  the  revenue.  The  i 
union,  and  subsequent  acts,  guara] 
and  sanctioned  that  court;  why, 
should  it  be  excluded  from  the  bem 
the  eeneral  arrangement,  the  prin 
of  which  was  universally  approve 
Why  should  this  exclusion  be  madi 
time  when,  from  the  increase  of  the 
nue,  the  business  of  the  court  of  e: 
quer  was  every  day  extending,  and 
tne  court  of  exchequer  passed  all 
public  accounts  of  Scotland,  even  to 
of  the  militia? 

Mr.  Whitbread  allowed  there  was  no 
ciple  better  than  that  of  rewarding  i 
torious  public  servants,  and  parti ci 
those  concerned  in  the  adrainistrati 
justice.  But  a  balanc^  should  alwa 
held,  in  order  that  the  public  should 
neither  too  much  nor  too  little.  He  th 
it  would  be  best  in  this  case  to  awa 
returns.  Which  by  shewing  the  sc 
done  by  the  court  of  Exchequer  in 
land,  would  best  direct  the  house,  as  1 
proper  extent  .of  recompense,  li 
should  not  be  done,  he  must .  oppos 
provision,  so  far  as  regarded  the  ban 
the  Scotch  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  would  have  : 
jurious  effect  on  the  characters  of  th< 
sent  barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  See 
and  that  it  would  prevent  persons  < 
spectable  professional  character  from 
ing  into  that  court  in  future,  if  an 
dious  exclusion  should  be  made  in  tl 
rangement  of  the  general  provision, 
extensive  nature  of  their  general  func 
and  their  able  external  administrati 
the  revenue,  compensated  for  the  pauc 
the  causes  tried  by  them,  of  which  pat 
the  ability  of  their  external  administi 
of  the  revenue  was,  in  fact,  the  cause 

Mr.  Macdonald  contended,  that 
not  unfair  to  apportion  public  remi 
tion  to  the  amount  of  public  service 
for  that  purpose,  to  examine  the  parti 
nature  and  extent  of  the  service  wa 
invidious.  It  was  proper  to  pause  ai 
quire,  before  those  who  did  much  s( 
and  those  who  did  little,  were  lump 
one  general  provision. 

Mr.  R.  Dtmdas  enlarged  on  the  e 
sive  dtttiei  perfiiraied  by  the  Barons 
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cent  in  militaity  improYements,    and  as 
he  was  at  the  same  time  equally  desirous 
to  save  the  country  from  every  possible 
expence,  without  recurring  to  the  system 
of  substitution.     He  was,  therefore,  not  a 
little  surprised,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  be  so  sore  at  his  having  adopted  a 
favourite  child  of  his  own.     He  concurred 
with  his  hon.  friend   behind  him    (Mr. 
Wilberforce),  that  it  was  necessary  the 
country  should  know  the  extent  of  the 
danger  of  the  present  moment,  and  the 
extreme  necessity  there  was  of  guarding 
effectual  ly  against  it ;    and  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  our  present  existing  force  should 
be  of  a  permanent  nature.     It  was  evident, 
that  the  enemy  was  now  possessed  of  such 
an  extent  of  coast  as  required  much  more 
extensive  and  effectual  measures  to  guard 
against  his  future  attacks.     He  had.  form- 
erly brought  down  his  troops  to  Boulogne, 
and  from  thence  alone  had  threatened  us 
with  an  attack;  but  he  was  now  possessed 
of  the  port  of  Flushing,  and  that  was  a 
point  from  which  he  might  severely  annoy 
us,  and  against  which  it  behoved  us  to  be 
particularly    and    adequately    prepared. 
We  had  now  not  less  than  200,000  effec- 
tive men,  rank  and  file,  of  regular  force, 
taking  together  our  Army  and  Militia : 
we  could  not  add  more  than  50  or  60,000 
men  in  the  usual  course,  and  how,  then, 
were  we  to  obtain  such  a  number  as  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  acting  with  the 
regular  army  ?    He  was  convinced  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of 
training  men  by  the  exercise  of  24  days, 
was  not  likely  to  make  them  such  soldiers 
as  would  be   able  to  stand  against  the 
French  troops  whenever  they  might  arrive 
in  this  country.    He  was,  therefore,  desir- 
ous to  make  the  most  advantageous  provi- 
sion that  the  nature  of  the  case  would  ad- 
mit o£     If  we  could  not  have  the  best,  we 
must  take  the  next  best ;  and  if  we  could 
not  have  the  required  force  out  for  the 
whole  time  that  might  be  wished,  we  must 
take  them  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  would  allow. 
He  could  by  no  means  see  how  this  kind 
of  force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill 
was  so  inadequate  as  had  been  represented. 
It  very  nearly  approximated  to  the  force 
proposed  to  be   raised  by  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and 
the  house  could  not  but  recollect  there  was 
a  time  when  that  right  hon.  gent,  placed 
his  trained  force  second  only  to  the  regu- 
lar army.    He  had  repeatedly  entertsaned 
tto  house  with^  the  great  effect  which  an 


armed  peasantry  must  produce  in  the  field 
bv  firing  on  the  enemy  from  concealed 
places,  in  a  country,  the  situation  of  which 
they  were  so  much  better  acquainted  with 
than  the  enemy  could  be ;  and  he  believed^ 
if  gentlemen  would  .carefully   examine 
this  bill,  and  compare  it  with  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  hon.  gent,  they  would 
find  that  the  only  material  difference  be- 
tween them  was  as  to  the  mere  number  of 
days  of  training.    If  the  right  hon.  gent. 
would  allow  that  the  Volunteers  had  any 
merit  at  all,  and  if  the  Volunteers  would 
consent  to  give  their  services  for  a  certain 
time,  and  would  agree  to  be  trained  not 
only  in  time  of  war  but  of  peace,  they  could 
not  fail  to  become  a  force  of  the  most  in* 
estimable  value  to  the  country.  These,  and 
the  Local  Militia  raised  from  the  coast 
counties,  would  create  a  force  of  SSO^OOO 
men  for  England  only,  and  taking  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  we  should  have  an  effeptive 
force  of  400,000  men,  in  addition  to  th« 
200,000  regular  and  militia  forces  ;   and 
in  order  to  procure  this,  he  thought' it 
adviseable  to  put  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
plan  in  force,  certainly  not  to  the  ex^ 
travagant  amount  he  had 'intended,  but  in 
certain    proportions  in  erery  regiment, 
such  as  should  answer  the  purpose  on  a 
smaller  scale ;    smd  though  he  did  hot 
mean  to  say  that  this  might  hot  be  ex* 
tended  at  a  future  time,  he  thought  every 
thing  had  been  done  at  present  which  the 
nature  of  the  service  and  the  circumstancea 
of  the  country  required.    The  right  hon* 
gent,  had  saia  a  great  deal  about  the  pa* 
tronage  of  the  Bill :   for  his  own  part,  he 
did  not  see  it  in  that  light  at  all ;    lean  aa 
he  was,  he  was  sure  if  he  nevter  fattened 
more  than  on  the  patronage  of  this  Bill,  he 
must  remain  the  same  slender  %ure  he 
then  was  to  the  end  of  his  days.    A  great 
cry  had  been  set  up  against  this  bill,  by 
comparing  it  to  the  measure  of  conscrip* 
tion ;   but  there  certainly  was  no  ground 
for  that  comparison,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  thia 
country  would  relieve  them  from  all  alarm 
on  that  head,  when  they  seriously  consi-^. 
dered  the  bill.    As  to  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett),  he  did 
not  consider  them  as  detracting  much  from 
the  value  of  the  proposed  plan,  and  he 
hoped  the   good   sense    of  the  country 
would  secure  the  people  from  giving  in  to 
the  opinion  of  that>honk  baronet,  as  to  the 
degradation  of  the  military  service.     He 
should  reserve  the  further  discussion  till  • 
the  bill  waa  committed^  when  he  hoped  t^ 
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be  able  to  prove  that  the  proposed  force 
could  be  obtained  on  better  terms  than 
could  have  been  expected  under  th^  plan 
<^  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite. — Hie  bill 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

[Annuities  to  Scotch  Judges.]  The 
lonl  Advocate  of  Scotland  moved  that  the 
house  should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
to  consider  further  of  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  Judges  retiring  from  the  Bench 
in  Scotland^  in  consequence  of  old  age  and 
infirmity. 

Mr.  Abercromby  was  unwilling,  even  in 
that  early  stage  of  the  business,  to  let  the 
present  question  pass  without  stating  his 
objection  to  the  principle.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  no  analogy  whatever  be- 
tween those  Judges  and  the  Judges  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  as  the  latter  went  circuit, 
and  had,  after  discharging  the  business  in 
their  respective  courts  in  the  metropolis, 
to  go  through  a  weighty  provincial  duty; 
whereas,  the  former  had  not  employment 
for  two  thirds  of  the  year,  and  had  no  cir- 
cuits to  attend  ;  the  duties  of  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer  were  not  only  very  easy, 
and  such  as  almost  any  man  might  perform, 
but  also  very  light.  He  could  not,  under 
•nch  circumstances,  consent  to  any  ad- 
dition to  the  burthens  of  the  people,  so 
much  burdened  already,  by  compensation 
so  unmerited  and  uncalled  for. 

The  Lord  AdwKtUt  of  Scotland,  though 
he  admitted  thai;  the  duties  of  the  exchequer 
barons  was  not  heavy,  still  thought  that 
Scotland  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
liberality  of  this  country  would  not  deny 
to  a  supreme  court  of  judicature  in  Scot- 
land what  they  had.  already  given  to  their 
own.  He  thought  too,  that  the  less  the 
barons  had  to  do,  the  less  temptation  they 
would  have  to  retire  from  such  light  duty^ 
and  that  consequently  the  public  money 
would  be  the  less  encroached  upon. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  was  anxious,  that  those 
who  should  have  properly  executed  the 
laborious  and  important  duty  of  adminis- 
tering justice  should  be  liberally  reward- 
ed ;  and  if  the  like  laborious  duties  attach- 
ed to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scot- 
land as  to  those  of  England,  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have 
the  same  advantages  of  retirement.  But 
the  point  was,  that  the  judicial  duties  of 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scotland 
werenotbing^  and  their  niaisterial  duties 


consisted  merely  in  signing  their  names 
to  the  warrants  sent  from  this  country. 

The  Solmtor^Geheral  of  Scotlana  sup<- 
ported  the  proposed  provision  generally. 
The  paucity  of  the  causes  that  were  tried 
by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  was  a 
proof  of  their  beneficial  arrangements  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue.  The  act  of 
union,  and  subsequent  acts,  guaranteed 
and  sanctioned  that  court;  why,  then, 
should  it  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
the  general  arrangement,  the  principle 
of  which  was  universally  approved  of. 
Why  should  this  exclusion  be  made  at  a 
time  when,  from  the  increase  of  the  reve- 
nue, the  business  of  the  court  of  exche- 
quer was  every  day  extending,  and  when 
the  court  of  exchequer  passed  all  the 
public  accounts  of  Scotland,  even  to  those 
of  the  militia? 

Mr.  Whithread  allowed  there  was  no  prin- 
ciple  better  than  that  of  rewarding  meri- 
torious public  servants,  and  particularly 
those  concerned  in  the  administration  of 
justice.  But  a  balanc^  should  always  be 
held,  in  order  that  the  public  should  pay 
neither  too  much  nor  too  little.  He  thought 
it  would  be  best  in  this  case  to  await  the 
returns,  Which  by  shewing  the  service 
done  by  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, would  best  direct  the  house,  as  to  the 
proper  extent  of  recompense.  If  this 
should  not  be  done,  he  must .  oppose  the 
provision,  so  far  as  regarded  the  barons  of 
the  Scotch  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  would  have  an  in- 
jurious effect  on  the  characters  of  the  pre- 
sent barons  of  the 'Exchequer  of  Scotland, 
and  that  it  would  prevent  persons  of  re- 
spectable professional  character  from  com- 
ing into  that  court  in  future,  if  an  invi- 
dious exclusion  should  be  made  in  the  ar« 
rangement  of  the  j?eneral  provision.  The 
extensive  nature  of  their  general  functions, 
and  their  able  external  administration  of 
the  revenue,  compensated  for  the  paucity  of 
the  causes  tried  by  them,  of  which  paucity, 
the  ability  of  their  external  administration 
of  the  revenue  was,  in  fact,  the  cause. 

Mr.  Macdonald  contended,  that  it  was 
not  unfair  to  apportion  public  remunera- 
tion to  the  amount  of  public  service,  and 
for  that  purpose,  to  examine  the  particular 
nature  and  extent  of  the  service  was  not 
invidious.  It  was  proper  to  pause  and  in- 
quire, before  those  who  did  much-  service 
and  those  who  did  little,  were  lumped  in 
one  general  provision. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  enlarged  on  the  extent 
sive  dutiei  perfiirmed  by.  the  Barons  of  the 
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Exchequer,  and  the  injustice,  impolicy,- 
and  impropriety,  of  singling  them  out  for 
exclusion  from  a  general  provision. 
'^  Sir  F.  Bvrdett  thought  it  impossible  for 
the  house^  after  what  had  passed,  not  to 
hesitate  before  it  granted  pensions  to  per- 
sons in  the  situation  of  the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotland,  who,  it  appeared, 
were  not  men  who  had  quitted  great  pro- ' 
fessional  practice  and  emolument  to  be- 
come Judges,  but  were,  generally  speak- 
ing, men.  to  whom  it  would,  from  their 
former  habits  of  life,  be  an  object,  on  ac- 
count even  of  the  emolument,  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  such  an  office.  But  still,  he 
.could  hot  agree  with  the  doctrine  that  it 
was  expedient  that  Judges  should  be  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  their  salaries,  or  rather 
.  ^ith  pensions,  after  a  certain  number  of 
years  service.  Why  was  not  a  Judge  suffi- 
ciently recompenced  for  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  functions  at  the  time  he  per- 
formed them  ?  If  he  was  not  so,  he  wished 
to  know  why  that  was  not  the  case,  and 
why  adequate  provisions  against  the  ordi- 
"nary  chances  of  declining  years  or  health 
were  not  made  in  their  annual  salary  ?  He 
could  easily  see  how,  from  the  adoption  of  a 
contrary  practice,  abuses  might  creep  in. 
If,  at  one  time,  a  good  ground  for  granting 
a  pension  of  this  kind  chanced  to  occur, 
that  would,  on  every  future  occasion,  be 
esteemed  sufficient,  even  where  there  was 
no  propriety  whatever  in  the  grant.  He 
often  heard  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial 
side  of  the  house  call  upon  those  on  the  side 
on  which  he  sat  for  parliamentary  grounds, 
for  any  proposition  submitted  by  them. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  such 
ground  for  the  proposed  measure,  and  he 
should  not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not  op- 
pose it.  He  protested  against  the  idea  of 
liberality,  when  such  liberality  was  to  be 
sh^ewn  by  grants  out  of  other  people's 
pockets. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sup- 
ported the  motion  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, and  Dr.  Laurence  opposed  it ; 
when  the  house  divided. 

Ayes  68;   Noes  25.     Majority  43. 

The  house  haying  accordingly  gone  into 
the  committee. 

The  Lord  Advocate  moved,  "  That  his 
majesty  be  enabled  to  grant,  «ut  of  such 
of  the  duties  and  revenues  in  Scotland  as 
are  chargeable  with  the  fees,  salaries,  alfd 
other  charges  allowed  for  keeping  up  the 
Courts  of  Session,  Justiciary,  and  Exche- 
quer, unto  any  person  who  shall  have  held 
'  toe  office  of  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of 


Session,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  the  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  or  one 
of  the  Judges  or  Lords  of  Session,  or  Judge 
or  Lord  Commissioner  of  Justiciary,  or 
Baron  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer,  an 
annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  money  tiot  ex- 
ceeding three-fourth  parts  of  the  salary 
appertaining  to  each  such  office,  on  the 
resignation  of  such  offices  respectively/' 

Mr.  Banhes  objected  that  the  crown  had 
already  a  sufficiency  of  funds  in  its  hands 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  measure 
now  proposed.  He  thought  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  liberatmg  too  great  a  fund  of 
patronage  to  the  crown,  ijndependant  of 
the  pensions  which  already  existed «  Per- 
haps'it  was  not  generally  known,  that  in 
Scotland,  •  during  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  the  pension-list  had  been  increased 
eight-fold.  There  was  no  limit  to  it  as 
tl^re  was  to  the  pension-list  in  England. 
It  was,  indeed,  unlimited,  and  was  only 
bounded  by  the  surplus  revenue.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  house  should 
stop  till  it  saw  whether  this  additional 
power  was  required  to  be  granted  to  the 
crown.  As  to  the  barons  of  exchequer, 
they  seemed  to  hini  to  be  rather  a  board 
of  revenue  than  of  justice,  and  for  the  re- 
munerate oii  of  revenue  officers,  there  were 
unquestionably  already  sufficient  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown.  The  honourable 
member  stated  afterwards  the  amount  of 
pensions  in  Scotland  to  be  at  present  up- 
wards of  40,CXX)/.  whereas,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  majesty's  reign,  they 
did  not  exceed  5000L — ^After  a  pretty  long 
discussion,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, and  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland, 
supported  the  motion  ;  and  Dr.  Laurence, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham,  &c.  opposed  it ;  the  committee  di- 
vided: Ayes  80;  Noes  31.    Majority  49. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     . 

Thursday,  May  5. 

[Assessed  Taxes  Bill.]   Mr.  Huskisson. 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  read, 
for  taking  into  further  consideration  the 
report  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Biddulph  opposed  the  motion,  as  his 
objection  to  the  bill  was  radical,  and  was 
not  confined  to  any  of  its  provisions.  He 
understood  that  the  sum  to  be  produced 
by  it,  and  to  accrue  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  in  consequence,  was  about  100,000/. 
It  was  well  known,  both  firom  the  Report 
of  a  former  Committee  of  Finance^  and 
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from  other  docaments,  liiat  from  the  de- 
mised hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  a 
sum  equal  to  this  might  be,  and  ought  to 
be  drawn,  to  accrue  to  the  Consolidated 
Pund.  The  hon.  gent,  enlarged  upon  this 
subject,  contending  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  unsettle  these  hereditary  revenues,  but 
merely  that  they  should  be  adjusted ;  in 
which  case,  he  repeated,  a  sum  might 
be  obtained,  equivalent  to  the  deficiency 
which  the  rejection  of  the  bill  before  the 
bouse  would  occasion. 

Mr.  Rose  shewed,  that  if  those  •Revenues 
had  been  applied  as  wished  for  by  the 
hon.  gent,  a  deficiency  must  then  be  oc- 
casioned in  the  Civil  List,  which  it  would 
become  necessary  for  parliament  to  make 
good.  Ill  the  amount  also,  the  hon.  gent. 
must  be  very  much  mistaken.  So  far  from 
amounting  to  100,000/.  he  should  be  much 
surprised  to  find  the  demised  hereditary 
Revenues,  to  which  the  hon.  gent,  alluded, 
amounted  to  50,000/. 

Mr.  Huskisson  held  in  his  hand  the  Ac- 
counts moved  for  by  the  hon.  gent,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  since  1797,  they 
amounted  only  to  30,0  H/. 

Mr.  Biddu^h  declared,  that  the  Account 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house  in  consequence  of  his  motion,  was  a 
very  imperfect  one,  and  o4mplained  of  the 
difficulty  which  he  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing satisfactory  documents  on  this  subject. 
— The  hoase  then  divided  on^the  question 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair : 
Ayes  51  ;  .Noes  21.     Majority  30. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee 
accordingly. 

[Maynooth  College.]  Mr.  Wharton 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  relative  to  the  grant  of  9,2501,  for 
the  Roman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth: 
and  on  the  question  that  the  Resolution 
be  agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  Newport  contended  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  grant  of  last  year  was  calcu- 
lated to  irritate  the  great  body  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  particularly  to  alienate  the 
priests,  whose  influence  had  been  so  much 
talked  of.  The  question  now  was,  whe- 
ther the  priests  should  be  educated  or  un- 
educated, for  priests  would  be  at  all  events 
found.  The  reason  why  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic nobility  and  gentry  did  not  educate 
their  sons  for  the  priesthood  was,  because  it 
aiiorded  them  neither  prospects  of  honours 
or  emolument.  When  he  looked  to  the 
situation  of  the  empire  and  of  Europe, 
when  he  considered  the  exclusion  of  the 
Catholics  firoxa  education  on  the  continent 


by  the  revolution  in  Lisbon,  when  he  look- 
ed to  the  recent  promotion  of  individuals 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  by 
heaping  obloquy  on  the  Catholics,  and 
who  were  fitter  for  other  institutions  than 
for  the  councils  of  his  majesty,  he  did  not 
think  this  a  fit  time  for  any  reduction  of 
the  grant,  and  therefore  he  moved  that 
the  Report  be  re-committed. 

Sir  A.  Welk&ley  stated  in  reply,  that 
when  he  had  asserted  in  a  former  debate^ 
that  the  Catholics  had  originally  proposed 
to  support  this  institution,  he  had  done  so 
on  the  authority  of  their  original  memo- 
rial to  government,  a  copy  of  which  h^d 
been  furnished  him  by  Dr.  Troy.  This 
memorial  was  dated  the  14th  of  Jan.  1794> 
and  shewed  that  the  object  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Catholics  at  that  time  was  ' 
to  be  permitted  to  establish  the  institution 
with  their  own  funds. 

Colonel  Montagu  Maiheu>  (expressed  hit 
astonishment,  that  the  hon.  general  who 
came  forward  as  minister  for  Ireland, 
should  be  more  ignorant  of  its  situation 
than  an  humble  individual  like  himself. 
Pie  could  tell  that  hon.  member,  that  the 
private  seminaries  were  only  preparatory 
schools  for  the  college  of  Maynooth.  Ha 
had  been  within  the  last  ten  days  at  May* 
nooth,  and  he  could  assure  the  house,  that 
unless  the  whole  of  last  year's  grant  should 
be  voted,  the  buildings  upon  which  former 
grants  had  been  expended,  would  fall. 
There  was  no  lead  on  the  roofs,  and  the 
rain  penetrated  through  them.  He  de- 
clared himself  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  having  lived  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy with  the  people  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
land for  several  years  past,  he  could  de- 
clare for  them  also.  The  hon.  colonel 
then  alluded  to  the  offer  made  by  ord^r 
of  Buonaparte,  to  induce  Irish  Students  to 
go  for  education  to  France  from  Lisbon 
and  Ireland,  upon  a  promise  of  a  restora* 
tionofall  the  Irish  bourses,  and  read  an 
extract  from  the  answer  of  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholic Bishops,  stating  their  gratitude  to 
the  government  for  the  liberal  support  of 
Maynooth,  and  denouncing  suspension 
against  any  functionaries,  and  exclusion 
from  preferment  in  Ireland  against  any 
students,  who  should  accept  the  offers  of 
the  enemy  of  their  country.  Would  any 
one  say  after  that,  that  tlie  Catholics  were 
not  to  be  confided  in  ?  If  they  were  not  to 
be  trusted,  why  not  dismiss  them  from  the 
army  and  navy  ?  Why  allow  them  to  vote 
at  elections  ?  Why  had  lord  Westmore- 
land come  down  to  the  Irish  parliameni 
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and  said,  that  nothing  was  to  he  wanted 
to  them,  and  why  had  he  in  six  weeks  afker 
said  that  they  were  the  best  subjects  in 
the  realm,  and  that  they  should  get  the 
elective  franchise  and  other  privileges  ? — 
Why  had  the  duke  of  Portland,  the  present 
prime  minister,  said  the  same  ?  But  this 
was  not  the  act  of  ministers.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  allude  to  the  con- 
duct of  any  of  the  royal  family.  But, 
however,  it  was  rumoured  that  even  the 
ministers  were  disposed  to  agree  to  the 
grant,  till  they  weht  to  St.  James's  Palace, 
and  were  c\oseted  for  several  hours  with 
a  royal  duke,  after  which  they  resorted  to 
the  present  reduction.  That  royal  duke 
Wats  the  chancellor  t)f  the  University  of 
Dublin ;  he  was  chancellor  of  a  Pro- 
testant School,  and  might  wish  to  put 
down  the  education  of  the  Catholics,  but 
'.no  man  who  kneW  or  valued  Ireland  as  he 
did  himself,  could  countenance  such  a  pro- 
ject. Unless  they  acted  liberally  by  the 
Catholics,  they  would  run  the  hazard  of 
losing  Ireland. 

Mr.  C  Wyme  lamented  the  secret  in- 
fluence by  which  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment were  defeated,  and  the  interests 
of  the  country  sacrificed.  Even  the  ca- 
binet could  not  be  agreed  upon  this  reduc- 
tion. Neither  the  duke  of  Portland,  lord 
Camden,  a  right  hon.  secretary,  not  then 
in  his  place,  nor  a  noble  lord  high  in  his 
majesty's  councils,  who  was  also  absent', 
could  have  concurred  in  this  proceeding. 
If  any  one  duty  was  more  imperious  than 
another  upon  that  house,  it  was  that  of 
providing  for  the  education  of  the  great 
body  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland. 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Exchequer  disclaim- 
ed the  odious  principle  of  intolerance. 
The  memorial  of  the  Catholics  which  led 
to  the  establishment  at  Maynooth,  claimed 
no  pecuniary  aid.  The  Catholics  pro- 
mised to  defray  the  whole  expence  them- 
selves, and  though  the  government  and  par- 
liament gave  them  8000/.  in  aid  of  the  ob- 
ject, that  was  no  reason  that  the  country 
should  be  subject  to  constantly  increasing 
demands,  for  a  purpose  of  which  there 
was  no  precedent  in  any  age  or  country, 
that  of  educating  at  the  public  expence 
the  priesthood  of  a  religion  differing  wide- 
ly from  the  established  one.  He  thought 
it  was  as  much  as  reasonably  could  be 
asked,  to  educate  250  persons  at  the  pub- 
lic expence,  who,  with  1 1 1  educated  in  a 
private  manner,  were  an  abundant  supply 
for  the  CathoHc  -ministry.  He  took  this 
opportttnity  to  deny  all  kaowledge  c^  any 


interposition  of  a  high  personage  to  in* 
fluence  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis* 
ters  upon  this  question,  and  declared  on 
the  faith  and  honour  of  a  man,  his  firm 
belief 'that  no  sach  influence  had  been 
exercised  in  any  quarter. 

Lord  H.  Petty  was  not  surprised  that  the 
right  hon,  gent,  was  so  indignant  at  the 
imputation  of  secret  influence,  when  it  was 
so  well  known  that  the  present  admimstra- 
tion  was  formed  on  principles  particularly 
repugnant  to  that  sort  of  influence  !  The . 
proceedings  with  respect  to  a  late  measure 
(the  Reversion  bill)  were  fuUy  illustrative 
of  this  point.  '  The  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  gent.'s  colleagues  on  the  present  oc* 
casion,  was  probably  owing  to  a  sort  of 
compromise  which  did  not  yield  obedience 
to  such  influence,  nor  yet  decidedly  resist 
its  interposition.  The  money  which  was 
the  subject  of  the  present  debate,  was  in 
amount  little  to  give,  but  was  every  thing 
to  refuse.  It  was  not  a  fourth  part  of  what 
within  the  last  24  hours  had  been  voted 
for  a  more  ample  provision  for  the  Scotch 
judges,  a  provision  very  proper  where  ser- 
vice had  been  done  to  give  a  claim  to  it, 
but  in  his  opinion,  not  so  proper  where 
there  had  been  no  service.  The  principle 
of  the  education  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
had  received  the  countenance  of  the  no- 
minal head  of  the  present  administration, 
who,  if  he  preserved  a  shred  of  any  prin- 
ciple, was  bound  to  support  it  now.  It 
had  also  received  the  countenance  of  lord 
Westmoreland  and  lord  Camden,  botk 
members  of  the  present  cabinet,  when  in 
the  situation  of  lords  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
It  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  revered 
lord  Cornwallis,  the  respected  lord.Hard- 
wicke,  and  the  late  chief  governor  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  WUbefforce  considered  the  present  as 
a  subject  of  considerable  delfcacy,  and  the 
difficulties  arising  out  of  the  subject  itself 
were  not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  discussed,  and  which 
tended  to  produce  irritation  rather  than 
conciliation.  He  should  have  expected 
something  better  from  the  patriotism  of 
the  noble  lord,  and  of  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  and  it  was  not  without  very  great 
pain  that  he  had  heard  the  mode  of  ar- 
gument to  which  they  had  this  evening  re- 
sorted. Toleration,  he  said,  as  explained 
both  by  Mr.  Locke  and  Rousseau,  was  to 
leave  to  others  the  right  of  professing  and 
tfctching  their  own  religiows  principles  in 
their  own  way,  as  far  as  was  compatible 
widi  the  peace  and  security  of  society. 
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TluB  degree  of  toleratioii  was  denied  to 
Ireland  aome  years  ago«  bot  it  was  now  ex- 
tended to  that  country ;  and  as  far  as  an 
cstablishmmt  was  supported  at  the  public 
expence,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  a 
particular  class,  differing  in  sentiment  from 
the  established  religion  of  the  country, 
we  went  beyond  the  bounds  of  toleratioi^ 
and  instead  of  acting  upon  the  principles 
of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  we  exercised 
a  degree  of  liberality  unknown  in  any 
other  country.  When  he  recollected  the 
history  of  past  times,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  not  to  be  jealous  of  the  Roman-catho- 
lic religion.  We  could  not  judge  of  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  this  religion  from 
its  influence  on  certain  indiyiduals  of  high 
rank,  whose  minds  were  liberalized  by  in- 
tercourse with  the  most  refined  classes  of 
society.  The  only  way  to  judge  of  it  was, 
to  see  its  efiects  upon  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people.  No  man  was  a  greater  enemy  to 
persecution,  or  a  greater  friend  to  tolera- 
tion, than  he  was ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  for- 
given for  entertaining  some  solicitude  that 
the  protestant  religion  should  at  least  have 
fitir  play. 

Lord  itfi&ofi  doubted  his  hon.  colleague's 
practical  regard  for  toleration,  when  he 
recollected  his  opposition  to  a  bill  to  ena« 
ble  dissenters  to  hold  commissions  in  his 
majesty's'  service.  He  was  as  warm  a 
friend  to  the  protestant  religion  as  his  hon. 
collfsague  ;  but  it  was  because  he  was  a 
friend  to  protestantism  that  he  wished  to 
enlighten  the  catholics  ;  for  thi^  was  the 
most  likely  means  of  gaining  them  over  to 
the  protestant  faith. 

Mr.  Laing  contended,  that  the  present 
was  not  a  question  of  toleration  or  of  bi- 
gotry, but  of  pure  legislation.  It  was  only 
by  conferring  benefits  upon  the  Roman- 
catholics  that  their  affections  could  be  gain- 
ed, and  that  they  could  be  rendered  good 
and  loyal  subjects.  In  this  view  he  consi- 
dered it  as  highly  impolitic  to  sacrifice  so 
important  an  object  for  a  consideration 
so  extremely  inconsiderable  as  3,000/. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  was  of  opinion 
that,  in  the  present  circumstances,  curtail- 
ing the  former  grant  to  the  Irish  catholic 
seminary  was  one  of  the  most  impolitic 
measures  that  could  be  devised. 

Lord  Porchester  supported  the  grant  of 
the  larger  sum. 

Mr.  PonsonJjy  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the.  time  of  the  house ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  was  impossible  not  to  notice  what 
had  fellen  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer.   No  person  was  indeed  better 


entitled  than  that  right  hon.  gent,  to  de» 
precate  the  raising  of  cries  on  any  sub- 
ject !  But,  were  these  cries  about  religion  ; 
such  could  never  come  firom  him !  He 
was  above  them  !  He  would  be  the  very 
last  person  to  tell  us  that  the  Church  of 
England  was  in  danger!  He  was  undoubt* 
edly  above  all  tricks  and  aitifices  of  this 
kind,  and  the  house  ought  to  follow  his  ad* 
vice,  in  adopting  a  similarly  dignified  and 
becoming  line  of  conduct.  When  out  of 
power,  he  had  set  them  a  brilliant  example 
of  resignation,  and  of  a  desire  to  promote 
unanimity  and  good  order.  The  house 
had  additional  encouragement  to  unanimity 
and  christian  love  coming  from  another 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who  was 
himself  clothed  and  wrapped  up  in  a  cloak 
of  religion  and  good  will  towards  all  man^ 
kind,  except  towards  eentlemen  on  the  side 
of  the  house  to  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  unfortu* 
nately  belonged.  According  to  that  hmi* 
gent,  s  estimation,  ministers  were  all  wis» 
Qom  and  all  excellence  ;  but  the  opposi- 
tion was  distinguished  by  nothing  but  lac* 
tion  and  discontent.  That  hon.  gent,  would 
have  the  house  go  and  instil  into  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Iceland  the  liberality, 
bounty,  ana  tolerance  of  ministers,  whether 
they  believed  in  them  or  not.  Jhe  tole- 
rance of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
seemed  to  go  the  length  of  9000/.  ;  but 
whenever  13,000/.  was  talked  of,  the  esta- 
blishment would  step  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  adverted  to  one  or  two  of 
the  general  6bjections  which  Protestants 
have  to  the  Catholic  faith ;  but  only  so 
far  as  was  necessary  to  repel  some  harsh 
attacks  of  the  opposition  speakers,  and  sup* 
port  his  declared  opinion  that  we  could 
not,  as  members  of  a  Protestant  commu** 
nion,  consistently  or  conscientiously  edu- 
cate clergymen  tor  the  Catholic  Church,  a 
ground  on  which  he  would  have  opposed 
that  particular  mode  of  assisting  the  Ca-  . 
tholics  of  Ireland,  if  the  question  of  found- 
ing the  May  nooth  College  were  then  before 
the  house,  and  on  the  same  principle  felt 
himself  bound  to  oppose  the  further,  and 
as  he  conceived,  needless  extension  of 
that  establishment.  He  was  sure  that  the 
feelhigs  of  sincere  and  pious  Papists  would 
revolt  at  the  idea  of  educating,  at  their 
own  charge,  clergymen  for  the  Church  of 
England,  to  propagate  what  they  deemed 
heretical  doctrines ;  and  sincere  Protest^ 
ants,  who  regarded  the  distinguishing, 
tenets  and  rites  of  the  church  of  Rome  as 
corruptions  of  Christianity,  were  bound 
on  the  same  principle,  not  to  be  directl]r 
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Instrumental  in  teaching  what,  in  a  reli- 
gious Tiew,  they  deemed  to  be  dangerous 
errors,  by  educating  men  for  the  Catholic 
priesthood. — ^At  the  same  time  that  the 
hon.  member  avowed  his  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  those  distinctions  which  sepa- 
rate, the  two  churches,  and  eicpressed  his 
surprise  that  any  gentleman  in  that  house 
should  treat  them  as  matters  of  indiffer- 
ence, he  strongly  reprobated  every  degree 
of  intolerance  in  religion,  and  disclaimed 
not  only  the  vile  principle  of  persecution, 
but  the  illiberality  of  disliking,  or  forming 
harsh  judgments  of  men,  on  account  of 
their  errors  in  faith.  For  his  part,  he  re- 
spected and  regarded  a  man  of  whatever 
denomination  of  Christians,  when  he  found 
him  sincere  and  in  earnest  in  the  religion 
whidh  he  professed.— ^Towards  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  in  particular  he  declared 
that  he  felt  nothing  but  good  will,  and  a 
disposition  to  conciliate  their  affections  to 
their  protestant  fellow  subjects  by  all  prac- 
ticable means.  As  to  the  general  educa- 
tion of  their  laity,  if  not  already  in  a  suf- 
ficient degree  provided  for  by  the  state,  he 
thought  it  an  object  that  we  were  particu- 
larly bound  to  promote.  He  intimated 
even,  that  the  giving  a  maintenance  to 
their  clergy  would  not  in  his  judgment  be 
liable  to  the  same  objections,  or  by  no 
means  in  an  ecjfual  degree,  that  he  felt  as  a 
Protestant  to  the  proposition  now  before 
the  house. — ^He  added,  that  in  his  sincere 
opinion,  pious  Catholics  must  rather  feel 
unfavourable  sentiments  towards  us,  than 
gratitude  or  attachment,  on  the  score  of 
this  very  objectionable  mode  of  assistance ; 
and  that  it  was  calculated  rather  to  injure, 
than  serve  the  Protestant  cause  in  Ireland ; 
for  it  would  be  an  argument,  not  easily  to 
be  answered,  against  our  sincerity  in  our 
religious  tenets,  and  a^aiiist  all  those  civil 
distinctions  which  had  occasioned  discon- 
tent, and  of  which  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, till  lately,  had  too  much  reason  to 
complain,  that  Protestants  thought  the 
differences  between'  the  two  Churches  so 
immaterial  as  to*  train  up  clergymen,  at 
their  own  expence,  to  teach  the  Roman 
faith. 

Mr.  Gtattan  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen 
enter  so  largely  into  an  attack  on  the  reli- 
gion of  one-fifth  of  the  subjects  of  these 
kingdoms.  He  believed  they  spoke  in 
the  sincerity  of  their  hearts,  and  from  the 
purest  motives ;  but  these  would  produce 
consequences  deadly  to  the  interests  of 
this  country,  and  advantageous  to  France. 
To  discourage  the  education  of  the  catholic 


clergy  in  Ireland,  and  thereby  to  drive 
them  to  the  continent,  in  other  words,  to 
receive  the  precepts  and  charity  of  Buo-* 
naparte,  was  to  throw  them  at  his  feet, 
and  of  course  to  teach  them  to  detest 
England. 

Dr.  Duigenan  read  the  oath  of  the  ca- 
tholic priests,  in  order  to  shew  that  they 
paid  an  obedience  to  the  pope,  which  was 
inconsistent  with  the  king's  supremacy. 
The  provisions  for  the  education  of  the  es- 
tablished clergy,  fell  short  of  those  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  for  the  priests  at  May* 
nooth.  There  were  in  the  University  of 
Dublin,  30  poor  scholars,  who  got  but  a 
dinner  Once  a  day  ;  and  72  scholars  of 
the  house  that  got  a  dinner  once  a  day, 
and  no  lodgings.  He  described  the  ca- 
tholics as  bad  subjects  and  hostile  to  the 
state. 

Mr.  Barham  to  order,  objected  to  the 
use  of  <such  language  in  speaking  of 
4,000,(XX)  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

The  Speaker  declared,  that  the  freedom 
of  debate  did  not  preclude  such  language. 

Dr.  DtdgenMn  repeated  his  former  sen- 
timents. He  declared,  that  if  any  one 
would  move  to  withdraw  the  public  aid 
altogether  from  Maynooth,  he  would  se- 
cond the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  help  congratu- 
lating the  councils  of  his  majesty,  and  the 
British  empire,  on  the  wisdom  and  libe- 
rality they  were  likely  to  acquire  in  the 
person  of  the  learned  gent,  who  had  just 
sat  down,  and  ^ho,  if  report  spoke  cor- 
rectly, was  about  to  assume  the  title  of 
'  right  honourable.'  If  ever  there  was  a  . 
mark  of  wisdom  in  the  councils  of  any 
country,  it  was  to  be  found  in  this  latter 
circumstance,  joined  to  the  refusal  of  the 
higher  grant  now  moved  for.  Ministers 
were  now  about  to  recommend  to  his  ma- 
jesty to  take  into  his  councils  a  gentleman, ' 
who  told  that  house  that  four  millions  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  were  hostile  to  his  go- 
vernment, and  would,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, be  its  bitterest  enemies.  He  called 
on  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilbcrforce),  to 
say  where  was  now  the  liberality  of  which 
the  government  had  to  boast  ;  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  him,  whether  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  alluded  to,  was  not  most  . 
vilifying  and  disgraceful  ? 

Mr.  Barham  expressed  hi^  abhorrence  of 
the  language  used  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  de- 
clarihg  that  never  words  were  uttered  so 
dangerous,  abominable,  and  false ;  or  so 
likely  to  separate  the  kingdom  and  to  de- 
luge it  in  blood.    Of  the  religion  of  the 
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lion.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  he  had  at 
times  been  inclined  to  think  well,  but  if 
bigotry  and  protestantism  had  so  much 
blinded  him  that  he  could  not  see  that  the 
catholics  worshipped  the  same  God  with 
himself,  his  was  not  a  religion  in  which 
he  (Mr.  B.)  would  either  wish  to  live,  or 
be  content  to  die. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  wished  simply  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  whether  the 
learned  gentleman  who  had  been  alluded 
to  was  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  or 
was  about  to  be  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
believe  the  order  to  that  effect  had  gone 
over. 

Mr.  Tecn^y  was  sure  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  not  quibble  with  him  on  this  point. 
It  was  nothing  to  say  the  order  was  not 
gone  ;  did  the  right  hon.  gent,  believe  it 
would  go  ? 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  had  no  hesitation  to  say, 
that  the  lord  lieutenant  had  recommended 
that  the  learned  ^ent.  should  be  made  a 
member  of  the  privy  council ;  and  the  rea- 
son of  that  recommendation  was,  that  the 
learned  gent.'s  presence  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  dispatch  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical atTairs,  which  were  so  considerable 
a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  question, 
that  the  Reisolution  be  read  a  second  time. 
Ayes  106  ;  Noes  82. — On  the  question 
that  the  Resolution  be  finally  agreed  to 
being  put,  Mr.  Tierney  moved,  that*  it 
be  postponed  to  a  future?  day,  in  order  that 
all  the  cabinet  ministers  might  be  present ; 
the  numbers  upon  this  were.  Ayes  82  ; 
Noes  112. — ^The  other  orders  were  post- 
poned, and  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  6. 

[Affairs  of  the  East  India  Compa- 
ny.] Mr.  Creevey  rose,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, to  move  for  certain  papers  to  eluci- 
date the  real  state  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
East  India  Company.  He  said,  he  should 
shortly  state  his  reasons  for  making  the 
motions  with  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
conclude.  Last  year  a  petition  had  been 
]>re8ented  for  leave  to  borrow  two  mil- 
lions on  bonds,  and  about  a  fortnight 
ago  a  petition  was  presented  asking  a 
loan  of  the  public  money  to  the  extent  of 
1,200,000/.  It  was  ivith  the  statement 
contained  in  that  petition,  of  the  ability 
of  the  Company  to  pay  this  loan,  that  he 
now  rose  to  find  fault.    It  contained  a  ma- 
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nifest  deception ;  whether  meant  by  the 
Company  or  not,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  say.     The  house  and  the  public,  how- 
ever, were  entitled  to  be  set  right  on  this 
head.     The  petition  stated,  that  there  was 
a  deficiency  for  the  year  of  2,400,000/.; 
although,  in  fact,  as  appeared  from  a  paper 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  house,  the  defi- 
ciency  was  3,000,000/.     As   an  induce- 
ment to  the  country  to  grant  this  loan  of 
1,200,000/.,  the  petition   stated  that  the 
Company   would  have    a  surplus,    after 
paying  all  their  debts,  to  the  amount  of 
8,000,000/.     Supposing  this  to  be  correct, 
it  was   only   the    home   account  which 
was  alluded  to,  whereas  the  foreign  also 
should  have  been  taken  into  consideration; 
when,  in  fact,  instead  of  a  surplus,  there 
would  have  been  a  deficit  of  12,000,000/. 
When  he  said  this,  he  said  it  as  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  he  spoke  from  a  do- 
cument laid  before  the  committee.     It  was 
for  the  Company  to  explain  why,  in  these 
circumstances,  and  with  such  a  deficiency, 
they  laid  before  that  house  a  statement 
which  went  to  show  a  surplus  of  8  millions. 
The  petition  stated,  that  the  Indian  debt 
must  fall  upon  the  Indian  territory.     How 
far  this  was  a  doctrine  which  would  be  re- 
lished by  tho  creditors  of  the  Company 
abroad,  to  the  amount  of  32  millions^  it  ^yas 
not  for  him  to  say.     He  should  move  in  two 
ways:    1st,  for  the  document  which  the 
Company  had  laid  before  the  committee  : 
and,  2dly,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Indian 
creditor  and  of  the  public,  he  should  move 
for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  all  loans 
made  by  the  company  in  India,  and  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  same 
were  made. — The  petition  also  alledged  the 
state   of  Europe,  as   one  of  the  leading 
causes  of  the  embarrassment  in  their  affairs. 
To  prove  the  fallacy  of  this,  he  should  also 
move  for  a  document  to  shew  the  nature  of 
the  Indian  trade   on  the  continent,  from 
which  it  would  be  seen,  that  the  Indian 
trade  was  becoming  worse  and  worse  year 
after  year,  long  before  any  change  in  our 
relations  on  the  continent  had  taken  place. 
The  hon.  gent,  knew  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  the  Committee  making  any  report 
on  this  business,  at  the  present  advanced 
period  of  the  session ;   and  the  Company, 
by  their  own  statement,  had  forced  him 
to  bring  forward  the  present  motions.     If 
he  should  be  told,  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  that  he  should  go  to 
them  and  make  them  parties  to  the  motion, 
his  reason  for  not  doing  so  was  this  ;   he 
made   his    charge   against  the  directors. 
K  (1) 
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Was  he  to  go  to  the  committee  and  to  ap- 
peal to  them ;  or  to  the  two  directors  who 
were  members  of  the  committee,  and 
whose  votes  he  must  expect  oa  such  a  sub- 
ject to  be  against  him  ?  He  said,  that  the 
formation  of  that  committee  was  radically 
bs^d.  The  question  was,  were  the  Compa- 
ny bankrupts  ?  And  these  two  directors 
were  the  persons  who  were  to  say  so  or  not, 
;^nd  to  advise  the  country  whether  or  not 
it  should  make  a  loan  to  their  own  Com  pa- 
pany !  Without  imputing  any  thing  to  these 
Don.  gentleoaen,  he  most  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  they  were  not  the  persons  who  should 
have  been  appointed  members  of  such  a 
committee.  He  said,  moreover,  that  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Dundas),  should 
not  have  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee. His  father  had  been  the  author  of  the 
system.  He  had  committed  himself  year 
after  year,  as  to  prognostics  and  prophecies 
of  its  stability  and  'greatness;  and  his  son 
should  not  have  been  put  on  a  committee 
which  was  to  decide  on  the  life  or  death  of 
a  Company,  to  the  death  of  which  he  could 
not  naturally  be  expected  to  be  a  willing 
witness.  He  said  the  same  of  the  person 
(lord  Castlereagh)  who  succeedeid  the 
noble  lord  alUded  to;  and  there  were 
others  on  the  Committee,  whom,  without 
being  understood  as  saying  any  thing  in- 
vidious against  them;  he  could  not  forbear 
also  from  referring  to,  as  receiving,  pen- 
sions out  of  the  East  India  Compan3/^s 
funds.  Could  any  principle,r  he  asked, 
be  more  absurd,  than  that  they  should 
be  persons  fixed  on  as  a  committee  on 
such  a  subject?  He  said  it  was  a  great 
defect,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  should  have  7000/.,  another  per- 
son near  him  not  quite  so  much,  and 
that  a  third,  who  had  been  a  judge  in 
India,  should  have  a  pension  from  the 
Indian  revenue,  and  yet.be  members  of  a 
committee  to  whom  such  matters  were  re- 
ferred. Without  imputing'  any  personal 
motives  to  any  of  these  gentlemen,  he 
must  think  them  unfit  to  judge  on  such  a 
business ;  and  so  he  thought  it  better  to 
apply  to  parliament.  He  concluded  by 
moying.  That  there  be  laid  beibre  the 
house  an  Account  of  the  East  India  stock 
by  computation,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1808. 
Mr.  n.  Dvudas  declared,  that  in  sug- 
gesting the  persons  who  formed  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  af&irs^  he  had  nothing  in 
view  but  to  propose  those  who,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  were  most  likely 
to  give  satisfactory  infbrmation  to  the  com- 
mittee.    He  was,  sorry  the  hon.  gent,  had 


not  objected  to  them  at  the  time  they  were 
appointed.  He  confessed  ,he  did  not  see 
what  progress  could  have  been  made  in 
the  inquiry  without  the  assistance  of  the 
very  persons  alluded  to.  He  w^as  certain 
the  hon.  gent,  would  admit  that  no  infor- 
mation in  the  power  of  the  directors  to 
procure  had  been  withheld.  The  paper, 
however^  which  the  hon;  member  first 
moved  for,  was  one  which  must^  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  come  before  the 
house,  under  the  act  of  parliament.  The 
committee  was  in  the  course  of  preparing 
a  report,  which  would  be  submitted  to  the 
house  along  with  every  document  neces- 
sary. There  was  no  ground  for  supposing 
that  the  report  wiould  not  be  made,  or  that 
the  house  would  be  called  on  to  grant  any 
loan  without  having  the  requisite  evidence 
before  them  in  the  first  place.  The  mo- 
tion was  therefore  premature,  if  not  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  He  thought  it  was 
not  perfectly  candid  of  the  hon.  gent,  to 
insinuate  that  any  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  would  be  induced  from  inter- 
,  ested  motives  to  make  a  report  they  would 
not  otherwise  have  made.  To  shew  that 
they  were  above  all  suspicion,  he  read  the 
names  of  the  committee,  and  concluded 
by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Dr.  Laurence  vindicated  the  position  of 
his  hon.  friend  relative  to  the  constitution 
of  the,  committee,  and  contended,  that 
without  meaning  any  personality  or  dis- 
respect to  any  individual  of  which  it  was 
composed,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to 
him  to  state  any  legal  disqualification  for 
their  serving  on  such  a  committee. 

Sir  J.  Anstrutker  vindicated,  at  some 
length,  the  conduct  of  the  committee  ;  he 
said  as  to  himself,  the  situation  which  he 
held  did  by  no  means  incapacitate  him 
from  judging  and  deciding  fairly  any  ques- 
tion concerning  the  solvency  or  insolvency, 
of  the  East  India  Company :  his  situation 
did  not  depend  upon  them,  and  his  in- 
come was  solely  derived  from  the  India 
revenue. 

Lord  Folkestone,  w^is  glad  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  brought  this  question  before, 
the  house,  and  should  give  his  support  to 
the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  that  his  hon.  firiend 
had  been  harshly  treated.  Without  mean^ 
ing  any  personality^  and  disclaiming  any 
intention  of  disreq)ect  to.  any  member  of 
the  committee^  his  hon.  firiend  had  allud^ 
to  the  general  unfitness,  which  arose  from 
his  immediate  interest.  Bat^  certainly  the 
imputation,  ought  not ta  have  heen  net  by 


I 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  May  9,  }80B.—jExpe4itt(m  to  the  Dardanelles.         [15 


reading  the  list  of  the  committee,  buf  by 
enumerating  the  oliicefl  held  by  the  mem- 
bers composing  it. 

Mr.  Walldce  considered  that  the  papers 
wanted  would  necessarily  come  under  con- 
sideration when  the  committee  should  have 
made  its  report,  and  therefore,  that  the 
motion  was  premature. 

Mr.  Grant  defended  the  character  of  the 
committee  for  impartiality,  and  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  the  accounts, 
because  he  was  convinced  that  they  would 
convey  a  very  farourable  impression  of 
the  state  of  the  company^s  affairs.  He 
deprecated,  however,  all  discussion  upon 
the  subject  before  the  -  committee  made 
their  report,  not  only  as  premature,  but 
uncandid.  As  far  as  regarded  his  own 
conduct,  he  expressed  a  nope,  that  as  a 
member  of  that  committee,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  situation,  his  conduct  would 
be  guided  by  a  principle  of  integrity  and 
uprightness. 

Mr.  Patteson  had  seen  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those 
connected  with  the  Company,  to  withhold 
any  informa4;ion  that  was  necessary  to 
guide  the  inquiries  and  decision  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Creevey  foretold  that  the  East  India 
Company  would  again  apply  next  year  to 
parliament  for  a  loan,  that  the  year  after  a 
similar  application  would  be  made,  and 
that  there,  was  no  probability  of  any  loan 
that  wa«  granted  ever  being  repaid.  Upon 
this  ground,  he  contended  that  it  was 
highly  expedient  thai  the  public  should 
be  made  thoroughly  acq  it  inted  with  the 
real  state  of  their  af&irs.  He  should  not, 
however,  press  the  question  to  a  division, 
if  the  sense  of  the  house  appeared  to  be 
against  him.-^After  some  farther  conver- 
sation, the,  motions  were  withdrawn,  as 
was  likewise  the  previous  question. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  9. 

[Crown  Lands.]  Mr.  Rose,  in  rising 
.  to  move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown,  stated 
his  object  to  be  the  correction  of  a  number 
of  errors  into  which  an  hon.  gent,  who 
proposed  to  make  this  revenue  the  subject 
ni  a  financial  arrangement  for  the  year 
(Mr.  Biddulph)  had  fallen.  That  hon. 
gent,  had  staled,  that  the  crown  lands 
were  let  for  only  50,000/.  a  year,  whereas 
they  would  appear  to  produce  much  more. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  stated  also,  that  the 


abuses  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  olc 
finance  committee  on  the  hereditary  reve 
nue,  were  never  corrected.  The  fact  was 
that  an  act  of  parliament  had  been  passec 
to  rectify  these  abuses,  in  the  very  nexi 
session  after  the  report,  which  act  hac 
been  strictly  carried  into  execution.  Bui 
a  number  of  pensions  and  other  charges 
fell  upon  this  revenue,  which  otherwise 
should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Civil 
List,  leaving  only  a  balance  of  1,900/, 
which  was  regularly  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer. The  right  honourable  gent,  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  an  Account  of  the 
land  revenue  of  the  crown  in  England  and 
Wales,  with  the  pensions  and  other  pay- 
ments defrayed  out  of  it,  the  sums  appro* 
priated  to  the  improvement  of  woods  and 
forests,  and  the  sums  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer.— Ordered. 

[Expedition  to  the  Dardanelles." 
Colonel  Wood  moved,  that  there  be  laic 
before  the  house  a  copy  of  the  Journal  oi 
Log-book  of  the  Royal  George,  kept  bj 
captain  Dunn,  from  the  19th  to  the  23rc 
of  Feb.  1807,  both  days  inclusive. 

Mr.  jR.  Wardryf9iS  not  aware  of  any  o(fi« 
cial  objection  to  the  motion,  but  he  thougni 
it  would  be  but  fair  to  the  gallant  admiral 
with  whose  conduct  the  paper  was  con- 
nected, to  allow  him  every  opportunity  o; 
elucidating  the  circumstances  as  far  as  h< 
was  concerned. 

Admiral  Harvey  thought  that  some  sa« 
tisfactory  reason  ought  to  hav6  been  as- 
signed for  the  production  of  this  paper 
,  He  complimented  admiral  Duckworth  ir 
high  terms,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  i 
had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  pass  the  Dardanelles 
in  the  same  circumstances  with  admiral 
Duckworth,  as  he  certainly  should  have 
considered  it  as  a  feather  in  his  cap  a; 
long  as  he  lived.  If  the  hon.  gent,  wished 
for  information,  he  was  surprized  that  h« 
had  not  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  admiraFs 
and  not  of  the  captain's.  Log-book. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  it  was  notoriouj 
that  the  expedition  to  the  Dardanelles  had 
failed  of  its  object,  arid  as  had  been  given 
out,  from  the  state  of  the  winds  and  cur- 
rents. It  was  of  importance,  then,  thai 
that  house  should  know  what  really  was 
the  state  of  the  winds  and  currents  at  the 
time  ;  which  could  only  be  done  in  a  sa- 
tisfactory way,  by  the  produfction  of  one 
of  the  captain's  log-books  who  was  em- 
ployed on  the  expedition.  It  vras  ex- 
tremely desirable  that  the  house  should 
know  whether  the  expedition  failed  frorr 
misconduct  or  from  unav(Mdable  causes  ; 
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and  if  it  did  fail  from  misconduct,  whe- 
ther the  admiralty,  lord  Collingwood,  or 
admiral, Duckworth »  was  to  blame. 

Mr.  }V,  Toy^said  a  few  words  in  favour 
of  the  motion. 

The  .Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  ^of 
opinion,  that  sufficient  reasons  had  not 
been  given  for  the  production  of  the 
paper ;  at  any  rate,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
log-book  of  the  Royal  George  should  be 
particularly  singled  out  ;  and  if  infor- 
mation was  wanted,  why  all  the  log-books 
of  the  squadron  were  not  called  for. 

Colonel  Wood  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  production  of  the  log-books  of 
all  the  ships. 

.  Mr.  Whubread  professed  to  entertain  the 
highest  respect  tor  the  character  of  admi- 
ral Duckworth,  but  he  did  not  consider 
the  splendid  achievements  of  that  gallant 
officer  as  a  bar  to  any  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Dardanelles.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  production  of  the  paper. 

Sir  C.  Pok  contended,  that  if  it  was 
meant  to  impute  any  blame  to  admiral 
Duckworth,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
it  would  be  but  fair  that  he  should  have 
timely  notice  of  such  an  intention^  He 
likewise  took  this  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing, that,  in  his  opinion,  the  question 
which  stood  for  discussion  on  this  evenings 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  on  in  the 
absence  of  sir  R.  Strachan,  or  of  some 
person  qualified  and  authorized  to  defend 
his  conduct,  as  far  as  it  might  be  impli- 
cated in  the  question. 

Mr.  WeUeslof  Pole  was  also  of  opinion, 
that  if  there  was  an  intention  of  imputing 
blame  to  admiral  Duckworth,  ample  no- 
tice should  be  given,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  the  gallant  admiral  sufficient  time 
to  take  measures  for  the  vindication  of  his 
"  honour  and  character.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  admiral  who 
spoke  last,  respecting  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  he 
must  observe  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  given  notice  of 
a  motion  on  this  evening,  to  impute  the 
least  degree  of  blame  to  that  gallant  offi- 
cer. He  meanty  as  he  understood  his  in- 
tention, to  brine  forward  a  charge  in  a 
manly  way  agamst  the  admiralty  board  ; 
and  certainly,  in  defending  the  conduct  of 
that  board,  he  should  not  throw  the 
smallest  censure  upon  the  conduct' of  that 
excellent  and  meritorious  officer. 

Colonel  Wood  withdrew  his  motion  for 
the  present  evening,  with  the  intention  of 
bringing  it  forward  on  this  day  se'nnight. 


[RocHFORT  Squadkon.]  Mr.  Cakr(^tf 
in  rising  to  bring  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  began  with 
professing,  that  nothing  was  more  'distant 
from  his  intention  tlran  to  throw  out  the 
lightest  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of 
sir  Rd.  Strachan,  for  whose  character,  both 
as  a  naval  officer  and  a  man,  he  enters 
tained  the  highest  veneration :  and  nothing 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  baronet 
(sir  C.  Pole)  went  to  impute  to  him  any 
such  intention.  All  that  that  hon.  baronet 
had  said,  was,  that  the  testimony  of  sir 
Rd.  Strachan  would  be  f  ery  material  in 
guiding  the^lecision  of  the  house  upon  the 
question,  which  he  was  now  bringing  be- 
fore it,  and  in  this  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  him.  For  example,  there  was  one 
paper  that  had  been  moved  for,  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  the  reasons  which  made 
it  necessary  for  sir  Rd.  Strachan  to  quit 
his  station  before  the  port  of  Rochfort, 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  French  squadron 
from  that  port  in  Jan.  last.  He  under- 
stood that  no  such  communication  had 
been  received  at  the  admiralty,  and  there- 
fore there  remained  a  chasm  in  the  evi- 
dence,  which  it  would  have  been  most 
desirable  to  supply  by  the  evidence, 
of  the  gallant  admiral  himself,  could 
he  have  been  called  to  give  such  evidence 
at  the  bar  of  the  house.  He  had  also  good 
reason  to  believe,  that  sir  Rd.  Strachan 
had  found  it  necessary  to  take  water  and 
provisions  from  the  Ferrol  squadron  ;  but 
there  was  no  evidence  to  this  efiect  in  the 
papers  which  were  on  the  table  of  the 
house ;  and  as  the  admiral  was  not  present 
to  be  examined  as  to  the  truth  of  the  fact, 
he  should  leave  this  circumstance  out  of 
the  charge  that  he  meant  to  bring  forward. 
The  charge,  limited  as  it  was,  he  did  not 
bring  forward  upon  triyial  or  light  grounds. 
It  was  important  that  its  merits  should  be 
fairly  and  fully  investigated,  both  for  the 
interests  of  the  public  service  and  for  the 
honour  of  the  admiralty.  When  the  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  this  department  of 
government  talked  of  a  squadron  being 
victualled  for  two  or  three  months,  if 
they  meant  any  thing  at  all,  they  must 
mean  that  the  squadron  was  in  a  state 
capable  of  serving  all  the  purposes  to 
which  it  might  be  called.  When  a 
squadron  was  employed  in  a  blockading 
service,  it  was  necessary,  not  only  that  it 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  keep  its  sta^ 
tion,  but  as  its  utmost  vigilance  did  not  at 
all  times  suffice  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
fleet  from  putting  to  sea,  it  ought  also  to 
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be  in  a  condition  to  follow  the  enemy 
wherever  he  went.  The  circumstance  of 
lord  Gardner,  whose  zeal  and  attention  to 
the  service  merited  every  praise,  having, 
80  early  as  the  SOth  of  Oct.  detached  the 
Conqueror  from  the  Brest  fleet,  to  relieve 
one  of  sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron,  was  a 
confirmation  of  the  principle  he  had  now 
laid  down.  Had  the  Conqueror  gained 
the  Rochfort  squadron,  it  would  have  re- 
lieved the  Impetueux,  which  had  been  4 
months  at  sea ;  but  the  Conqueror  never 
reached  the  blockading  squadron,  and  lord 
Gardner's  intention  was  so  far  frustrated. 
Notwithstanding  this  information,  how'- 
ever,  which  the  admiralty  had  received 
from  lord  Gardner,  of  the  necessity,  or  at 
least  of  the  propriety,  of  sending  some  re- 
lief to  this  squadron, «o  early  as  the  SOth 
of  Oct.  (though  it  appeared  that  on  the 
1  Ith  of  Nov.  the  squadron  had  3  pionths 
provisions  on  board,  and  on  the  llth  of 
i>ec.  that  it  had  two  months  provisions  on 
board,  a  circumstance  which  did  not  at  all 
weigh  with  lord  Gardner  against  reliev- 
ing it,)  no  respect  whatever  was  paid  to 
his  intimation,  and  nothing  was  done  by 
the  admiralty  till  the  3d  of  Dec.  when  the 
Mediator  was  ordered  out,  with  provisions, 
whidh,  however,  did  not  reach  sir  R.  Stra- 
chan's squadron  till  the  12th  of  Jan.  On 
the  30th  of  Dec.  the  Superb  and  the  Spen- 
cer were  ordered  to  join  sir  R.  Strachan  ; 
but  the  order,  as  far  as  regarded  the  latter, 
which  had  the  measles  on  board,  was 
countermanded,  and  the  former  did  not 
reach  the  blockading  squadron  till  the  12th 
of  Jan.  In  the  mean  time,  hqwever,  sir 
Richard  was  become  so  extremely  impa- 
tient, that  he  deviated  from  the  usual  rule 
of  the  service ;  and  instead  of  addressing 
his  letters,  as  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing,  to  lord  Gardner,  wrote  directly  to 
the  admiralty,  to  make  his  distress  known 
to  that  board — a  state  of  distress  to  which 
he  could  not  have  been  reduced  without 
the  grossest  negligence  in  that  department 
of  government.  He  was  aware  that  it 
might  be  pleaded,  that  on  account  of  the 
number  of  squadrons  then  at  sea,  it  had 
been  impossible  for  the  admiralty  to  pay 
all  that  attention  to  the  wants  of  each 
which  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  do. 
But  was  not  this  a  circumstance  which 
ought  to  have  entered  into  their  calculation, 
before  dispersing  them  in  so  many  quarters, 
and  on  so  many  different  services  ?  Was 
it  of  no  consequence,  that  the  toils  and 
fatigues  which  the  Rochfort  squadron  had 
undergone  in  the  course  of  a  whole  winter 


should  be  rendered  of  no  use  ?     Was  it  of 
no  consequence 'that  a  French  squadron 
should  be  permitted  to  escape  under  the 
most  enterprising  of  their  naval  command- 
ers ?     On  the  4th  of  Jan.  however,  sir  R. 
Strachan  was  reduced  to  the  situation  of 
having  only  3  weeks  provisions  on  board ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  12th  that  supplies 
arrived,  at  a  time  when  he  had  only  13 
days  provisioils  on  board.   Now,  he  would 
put  it  to  the  house,  whether  it  was  fitting, 
that  any  squadron  should  be  allowed  to  be 
so  much  reduced  in  indispensable  necessa- 
ries ?     If  the  Rochfort  squadron  had  put 
to  sea  at  that  time,  sir  R.  Strachan  could 
not  have  gone  in  pursuit  of  them  to  any 
distance,  even  though  he  had  been  aware 
of  the  direction  in  which  they  had  sailed. 
From  the  12th  to  the  19th  of  Jan.  the 
weather  was  so  bad   that  the  Mediator 
could  not  be  cleared  till  tke  19th;  and 
the  Rochfort  squadron  had  been  already 
seen  at  sea  by  the  Phoenix  on  the  17th^ 
sir  R.  Strachan  being  entirely  ignorant 
of  it  for  some  days  afterwards.     It  ap- 
peared from  the  papers,  that  sir  Richard 
Was  in  distress  for  provisions,  particularly 
for  water,  so  early  as  the  1st  of  Dec.  and 
that  he  was  even  then  complaining  of  a 
want  of  cables,  sails,  and  anchors.     From 
this  the  hon.  geiit.  inferred,  that  his  leav- 
ing Basque  roads,  the  situation  of  all  others 
the  most  favourable  for  keeping  up  the 
blockade  of  the  port  of  Rochfort,  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  neces- 
saries on  board  the  squadron,  and  that  he 
had  stood  out  from  Rochebonnes  to  see  if 
he  might  chance  to  fall  in  with,  any  of  the 
victuallers  that  were  sent  out  to  him.     As 
a  further  proof  that  this  was  his  motive  in 
leaving  his  station,  immediately  after  clear- 
ing the  Mediator,  sir  Richard  writes,  that 
he  was  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to  re- 
gain his  station. — Mr.  Calcraft  next  stated 
the  course  which  he  meant  to  adopt.     His 
intention  was  to  move  a  number  of  Reso- 
lutions containing  a  recital  of  facts,  which 
he  meant  to  follow  up  with  a  Resolution 
of  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the  board 
of  admiralty ;  reserving  to  himself  how- 
ever the  power  of  withdrawing  this  last 
Resolution,  should  he  find  it  to  be  the  sense 
of  the  house,  that  the  case  was  not  dearly 
made  out  which  he  meant  to  prove.     It 
was  possible  that  the  papers  now  on  the 
table  of  the  house,  left  the  case  in  some 
measure  defective ;  but  he  pledged  himself 
to  be  able  to  make  it  out  completely  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  candid  and  im- 
partial man^  if  he  were  permitted  to  ex- 
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amine  at  the  l)ar  of  the  house  some  of 
the  officers  belonging  to  the  squadron* 
The  Resolutions  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose^  he  had  communicated  a  week  ^go  to 
the  hon.  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  as 
their  tendency  certainly  was  to  bring  a 
serious  accusation  against  that  department, 
and  he  always  wished  to  do  to  others  as 
be  would  wish  to  be  done  by.  The  hon. 
cent,  concluded  with  moving  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions;  which  he*^said,  if  assented 
to  by  the  house,  he  should  then  follow  up 
by  a  motion  of  censure  upon  the  board  of 
admiralty.  1 .  "  That  it  appears  to  this 
house,  that  on  the  30ih  of  Oct.  1 807,  ad- 
miral lord  Gardner  called  the  attention 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  to  the  squadron 
oiFRochfovt,  under  the  command  of  rear- 
admiral  sir  R.  Strachan.  by  infqrraing  their 
lordships  he  had  ordered  the  Conqueror, 
after  refitting  a^id  replenishing  at  Caw- 
sand  bay,  to  relieve  one  of  the  ships  on 
that  station.  2.  That  on  the  1  st  of  Dec. 
i  807,  the  squadron  off  Rochfort,  under  the 
command  of  sir  R.  Strachan,  consisted  of 
the  following  ships  :  Caesar,  80  guiis,  sailed 
fron*  Plymouth  13th  Oct, ;  Spartiate,  80 
guns,  sailed  from  Portsmouth  l^th  Sept.  ; 
Impetueus;,  74-  guns,  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth 4th  Juue  ;  Donegal,  74  guas,  sail* 
ed  from  Plymouth  6th  Aug. ;  Edgar,  74 
guns,  sailed  from  Plymoutli  5th  July ; 
Warrior,  74  guns,  sailed  from  Plymouth 
1  Sth  July ;  Renown,  74  guijs,  sailed  from 
Plymouth  28th  Sept.  all  victualled  for  5 
ir^onths;  Indefatigable,  44  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  18th  Oct.;  Emerald,  30 
guns,,  sailed  from  Plymouth  7th  Aug. ; 
PhoBiiix,  S6  gunsi,  sailed,  from  Plymouth 
10th,  Sept;  Tribune,  36.  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  18^  Oct,  all  victualled 
for  4  months;  Foxhound^  18  guns>  sailed 
from  Plymouth  2d  Sept.  victualled  for 
3  months ;  Martial,  10  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  18th  Sept.,  victualled 
for  two.iponths;  Rapid,  10  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  25th  Sept.,  victualled  for 
two  months.  3.  That  it  appears  to  this 
house  the  .  Conqueror  did  not  join  the 
squa^lron  cruizing  off  RD<:hfprt,  nor  were 
any  ships  ordered  to  join  lord  Garner,  for 
the  purppse  of  enabling  his  lordship  to  send 
relief  to  thai  squadron,  before  the  21st 
Dec,  1807.  4.  That  on  the  11th  Nov.' 
1807,  the  squadron  off  Rochfort  had  not 
n^ce  than  1 2  weeks  provisions.  That  on 
the  23d  Dec.  it  was  further  reduced,  the 
bread,  averaging  for  the  whole  squadron 
only  36,  and  the  wine  and  spirits  SO  days 4 
a(id  that  011  the  4th,  of  Jan,,  1808,  the 


^uadron  had  only  three  weeks  provisions, 
although  the  bread  appears  to  have  been 
reduced  to  two-thirds  allowance  from  Dec. 
21st  1807;  and  further,  that  it  was  not 
until  the  12th  of  Jan.,  when  the  squadron 
was  reduced  to  13  days  provisions,  that 
any  part  of  it  was  relieved  by  fresh  ships, 
or  supplied  with  any  provisions,  notwith- 
standing the  eai*nest  entreaties  and  repeat- 
ed representations  from  admiral  lord  Gard- 
ner, rear-admiral  sir  R.  Strachan,  and  ad- 
miral Young.  5.  That  on  the  12th  of 
Jan.  1808,  the  Superb  and  Mediator  joined 
the  squadron  ten  leagues  south-west  of  the 
Rochebonnes,  that  the  Lavinia  joined  on 
the  14th,  and  :the  Colossus  on  the  )5th, 
and  that  it  was  the  19rh  of  Jan.  before  the 
Mediator  was  cleared  of  her  stores;  and 
that  the  squadron  was  -unable  to  regain  its 
station,  owing  to  the  delay  occasioned  in 
the  clearing  the  Mediator,  the  adverse 
winds,  and  rough  weather;  and  that  on 
the  17th  of  Jan.,  Sunday,  the  French  squa^ 
dron,  from  Rochfort,  was  seen  at  sea  by 
the  Pho&nix,  having,  as  it  appears,  escaped 
out  of  Rochfort  during  the  time  rear-admi- 
ral sir  R.  Strachan  had  been  obliged  to  quit 
that  station  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
provisions." — Upon  the  first  Resolution 
being  put  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  WelUsley  Pole  rose  aod  said,  that  as 
the  hon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to  move 
a  series  of  Resolutions  without  at  present 
following  them  up  with  any  thing  expres- 
sive of  the  object  avowed,  he  should  leei  it 
his  duty  to.  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  ficst  Resolution.  Re  was,  •  he 
confessed,  not  a.  little  surprised  to  hear 
that  object  still  av4>wed  by  the  hon.  gent, 
after  his  having  perused  th#  papers  that 
had  been  laid  upon-  the  table  of  the  house, 
because  he  thought  that  those  papei's  must 
impress  the  mind  of  every  candid  man 
with  a  conviction  of  the  zeal,  vigilance, 
and  activity,  of  the  present  board  of  admi- 
TsAty,  The  hon.  gent,  had  brc^ugbt  two 
most  serious  charges  against  the  board  ; 
one  was,  that  the  board  paid  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  repeated  and  earnest  requi- 
sitions of  the  several  commander?  of  the 
blockading  squadrons,  complaining  of 
want  of  provisions,  and  requiring  relief  and 
supply*  The  other  was,  that  sir  R. 
Strachan  had  been  compelled  to  abandon 
his  station  off  Rochfort,  in  consequence  of 
want  of  provisions.  Here  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  the  rendezvous  appointed  by  the 
admiralty  for  sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron  in 
caae  of  their  being  dispersed  by  bad  wea** 
ther,  was  off.the  Chasseron  lighit-house.  He 
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was  from  the  station  but  from  the  1 6th  to 
the  19th  Dec.  That  might  surprise  th« 
hon.  gent. ;  but  he  had  too  much  patriot- 
ism not  to  be  glad^  in  case  he  was  satisfied 
that  ^he  admiralty  had  done  their  duty. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  asked,  why  sir  Richard 
was  not  able  to  pursue  the  enemy?  It 
would  appear  from  a  letter  he  should  read 
to  the  house,  that  the  weather,*  and  not  the 
want  of  victuals,  was  the  true  and  only 
cause  that  prevented  the  pursuit.  The 
house  would  judge  ii*om  the  letter  which 
he  should  now  read  to  them,  that  so  far 
from— 

Mr.  Tiemey  spoke  to  order.  He  observ- 
ed that  all  the  pagers  moved  ^r  by  his 
hon.  friend,  and  all  the  papers  moved  for 
in  justification  of  their  conduct  by  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  were  on  the  table. 
He  conceived  it  would  be  productive  of 
great  inconvenience  were  the  practice  to 
be  continued  of  allowing  a  member  to 
draw  from  his  pocket  a  paper,  not  regu- 
larly before  the  house,  and  to  read  from 
it  sucb  portions  as  he  might  think  condu- 
cive to  his  object. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  certainly  much 
had  lately  passed  upon  this  subject  in  the 
house.  He  did  not  however  feel  autho- 
rized to  state  that  any  precise  or  positive 
rule  of  order  existed,  with  regard  to  it.  It 
appeaj'ed  to  him  to  rest  wholly  with  the 
discretion  of  the  house,  who  would  of 
course  pronounce  their  judgment  accord- 
ing to  tiie  circumstances  of  the  case. 
.  Mr.  Ponsonby  thought  that  if  the  house 
had  never  adopted  a  rule  to  prevent  this 
practice,  they'  ought  to  do  so.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  to  debate,  or  more 
replete  with  absurdity,  for  what  would  be 
the  consequence  if — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  to 
order,  observing,  that  it  was  one  thing  to 
state  what  the  order  of  the  house  at  pre- 
sent was,  and  another  to  consider  what  it 
would  be  expedient  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Ponsmby  said,  that  if  the  hon.  gent, 
persisted  in  reading  a  document  not  form- 
ally before  the  house,  he*  should  move  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr,  WelleiUy  Pole  then  said,  that  he 
should  be  sorry  to  persist  in  any  thing  un- 
pleasant to  the  house,  and  should  not  press 
doing  whatmight  be  offensive  to  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite.  He  would  therefore  not 
reaid  the  letter,  but  content  himself  with 
stating  thfe  substance  of  that  letter,  and 
ict  the  hcm8e<  give  it  ^atever  credit  it 
thought  du«:  to  his  character.  He  would 
then,  take' i^on  himself  to  assert,  thai  sir 


R.^Strachan,  after  leaving  the  bay;  passed 
the  Ferrol  and  Lisbon  squadrons,  without 
applying  for  provisions  of  any  kind,  or 
doing  more  than,  exchanging  the  usual 
signals  by  telegraph  ;  and  that  he  passed 
in  the  sa^ne  way  Gibraltar.  This  <nuch 
he  would  stat^,  and  he  pledged  his  cha- 
racter to  the  truth  of  the  statemem.  On 
the  30th  of  Oct.  lord  Gai^dAer  wrote  to 
the  admiralty  acquainting  them  that  the 
Conqueror  had  joined  him  ciff  Ushant,  and 
that  he  had  ordered  her  to  proceed  to 
Cawsand  bay  to  refit,  and  then  proceed 
and  relieve  one  of  the  ships  off*  Rochfort ; 
and  he  wished  it  to  be  remembered  that  this 
ship  was  then  ordered  to  convey  sb  much 
provision  and  as  maAy  live  !mliocks  as 
she  conveniently  could ;  this  ship  arrived, 
agreeably  to  lord  Gardner's  orders,  oh  the 
Isfe  of  Nov.;  and  the  1 5th  of  the  sam^ 
month  it  was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  shipi* 
employed  in  the  service  of  conveying  the 
royal  family  from  fiisbon  to  thti  Brazils ; 
a«id  to  the  squadron  under  sir  Sidney 
Smith,  four  sail  of  th<i  lin«  were  fhen  de- 
tached. Here  he  observed  that  som6  of  thift 
ships  had  been  five  months  at  sea  before 
they  had  reached  the  squadrons  they  #ere' 
destined  to  relieve.  He  referred  fnrsti  to 
an  order  from  the  admiralty  to  the  victual- 
ling board,  requiring  them  to  seAd  oai- 
provisions  of  potatoes,  onions,  and  live' 
bullocks,  for  the  several  squadrons  off 
L' Orient,  Rochfort,  and  Ferrol ;  the  pota- 
toes, three  pounds  per  man  a  week  for  tWo' 
months,  the  onions,  half  a  pound  a  itian 
per  week,  and  a^  many  live  buttocks  as 
she  could  conveniently  sftow:  also  to  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Barrow  to  lord  Gardner, 
acquainting  his  lordship  with  those  direc- 
tions, and  both  dated  3d  Dec.  1807.  He 
next  referred  to  other  papers  to  sheW  the 
actual  state  of  sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron 
on  the  1st  of  Dec.  On  the  ^  Dec.  the 
order  was  issued  for  forwarding  the  sup- 
plies by  the  Mediator,  but  no  requisition 
was  received  at  the  admiralty  till  the  IStli 
of  Dec.  ;v  and  yet  provisionary  (wderS  had^ 
been  issued  on  the  3d  of  the  same  mortth.- 
That  letter  was  written  on  the  11  th  by 
lord  Gardner,  and"  did  certainly  state  that^ 
there  were  not'  more  than  eight  weefcs^ 
provisions  on  b6ard  ;  on  the  21st,  another 
letter  came  fiom  lord  Gardner,  covering^ 
another  from  sir  R.  Sttristchan,  of  the  Ist* 
Dec.;  and  two  diiys  after,  the  23d,  the  Me- 
diator  went-  int6  Portsmoulh,  and  th(A:igh' 
then  ready  to  sail,  was  notable'  to  do  so' 
till  the  6th  of  January,  merely  bedause  the- 
present  board* had^ot- ingenuity  ehoUgh  to^ 
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controal  the  winds  and  the  weather !  On  the 
21st,  an  order  was  issued  for  the  sailing  of 
the  Superb  and  Spencer.    But  it  had  been 
objected,  why  were  not  those  ships  sent 
direct  to  sir  Kichard,  without  being  first 
sent  to  lord  Gardner  ?  The  objection  he 
was  surprised  at,  because  it  betrayed  such 
ignorance  of  the  general  routine,  which 
was,  that  all  blockading  squadrons  are 
subject  to  the  controul  of  the  commander 
of  the  Channel  fleet.     He  next  referred 
to  a  letter  dated  the  20th  Dec,  and  re- 
ceived at  the  admiralty  the  22d,  from  ad- 
miral Young,  beginning,  "As  a  very  con- 
siderable supply  of  provisions  has  been 
sent  to  the  ships  off  Ferrol,  and  the  Au- 
dacious will  sail  on  Tuesday  for  that  squa- 
dron with  six  months  provisions,  I  submit 
to  their  lordships  whether  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  allow  the  provisions  carried 
out  by  the  Mediator  to  be  divided  between 
the  squadrons  off  UOrient  and  Rochfort,'' 
&c.     He  next  adverted  to  lord  Gardner's 
letter,  transmitting  the  state  of  sir  Richard 
Strachan's  squadron,  the  bread  being  at 
two-thirds  allowance  on  the  21st  Dec.  and 
then  reminded  the  house  of  adro.  Young's 
letter  of  the  following  day,  recommending 
a  division  of'  the  provisions.    The  relief 
was  ready  to  sail  eight  ornine  days  be- 
fore, but  prevented  by  bad  weather;  and 
as  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  the 
Spencer,  Superb,  and  Cumberland,  were 
sent  directly  to  sir  R.  Strathan.     He  here 
tooH  occasion  to  pay  a  high  tribute  to  the 
professional  merits  of  admiral  Young,  as 
the  best  port  admiral  in  the  navy.   On  the 
31st  Dec.  the  Colossus  was  ordered  to  join; 
and  there  would  be  found  the  letter  of 
admiral  Young,  requiring  the  two  trans- 
ports sent  into  Catwater,  to  be  forthwith 
laden  with  two  months  provisions  for  ^SOO 
men,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  Roch- 
fort  squadron. — He  then  entered  upon  the 
second  division  of  the  subject :  the  other 
serious  charge  was,  that  sir  Richard  had 
been  compelled  to  abandon  his  station  in 
consequence  of  want  of  provisions.     He 
shewed  what  had  been  the  state  of  the 
weather  from  the  21st  of  Dec.  till  the  6th 
of  Jan. ;   that  it  was  so  tempestuous  as 
to  prevent  the  relief  going  out,  and  that 
this  and  this  only  was  what  compelled  sir 
R.  Strachan  to  abandon  his  station.    He 
was  anxious,  in  proof  of  this,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  sir  Richard's  let- 
ter, dated  ^e  21st  Dec.  and  not  received 
till  the  30th.    *'  We  have  been  driven  off, 
and  have  only  just  got  hold  of  the  land. 
Nothing  material  has  occurred.    We  have 


had   very   tempestuous   weather/'       He 
then  cited  sir  Richard's  next  letter  of  the 
25th  Dec.  mentioning  the  reduced  state  of 
the  provisions,  and  stating,  that  <^  the  wea- 
ther has  been  such,  we  have  not  been  able 
to    apportion  the  remains  of   provisions 
to  each  ship."     He  next  cited  an  extract 
from  sir  Richard's  letter  to  lord  Gardner, 
dated  the  28th  Dec.  off  Rochebonnes,  in 
which  he  says,  "  I  inclose  the  state  of  the 
squadron  on  the  23d,  since  which,  the 
weather  has  prevented  much  communi- 
cation.*'     On  the   ^th   of   January,    sir 
Richard,  when  stationed  ten  leagues  off* 
Belleisle,  wrote   that   since  the  Emerald 
and  Eurydice  had  parted  in  chace,  they 
had  had  constant  gales  ;    and  on  the  22d 
of  Jan.,  the  admiralty  received  a  letter 
from  sir  Richard,  dated  the  16th,  then  ly- 
ing ten  leagues  south-west  of  the  Roche- 
bonnes,  in  which  he  states,  that  the  Superb 
and    Mediator  joined  on  the   12th,  the 
Lavinia  on  the  1 4th,  and  the  Colossus  yes- 
terday ;   and  adds,   "  but  it  was  not  till 
this  morning  that  the  wfiather  would  per- 
mit us  to  communicate  by  boats."     This 
then  was  sir  R«  Strachan  versus  the  hon. 
gent,  and  let  the  house  decide  between  the 
two  authorities.    The  hon.  gent,  then  pro- 
.ceeded  to  shew,  by  a  variety  of  documents 
-which  he  cited,  that  sir  Richard  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  position  b^  the  wea- 
ther, and  not  by  want  of  provisions ;    and 
concluded,   by   admitting  that  the  facts 
contained  in  the  hon.  gent.'s  Resolutions 
were,  generally  speaking,  correct ;  but  he 
denied  the  inference  irom  them.     The 
last  resolution,  which  that  hon.  gent,  had 
candidly  submitted  to  his  inspection,  and 
which  he  had   declared  his  intention  of 
moving,  should  those  at  present  before  the 
house  be  assented  to,   contained  a  most 
direct  and  positive  censure  on  the  board 
of   admiralty,  couched   in   the  strongest 
terms  of  reprobation.     As  he,  tbererore, 
considered  all  the  preliminary  Resolutions 
as  vehicles  for  the  last,  he  should  move  the 
previous  question  on  them,  and  meet  the 
last  with  a  direct  negative.    Above  all 
things  he  deprecated  any  delay  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  house  on  the  subject.    Let  us 
have  it  out  now,  added  the  hon.  gent,  my 
situation  is  not  a  sinecure,  and  I  am  unwil- 
ling that  any  proportion  of  my  time  should 
be  uselesly  diverted  from  the  public  service. 
If,  however,  the  hon.  gent,  is  determined 
to  fight  another  day,  I  am  ready  to  meet 
him  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  house,  thatfirom 
the  first  agitation  of  this  business,  I  have 
felt  considerable  uneasiness ;  not  from  the 


PARL.  BEBATElS,  Mat  9,  I80S.— JSoe^^  Squadron. 


[137 


slightest  apprehension  as  to  the  result,  but 
because  I  was  aware  that  I  should  be  drawn 
off  from  that  which  is  the  immediate  object 
of  my  anxiety  and  ambition. 

Sir  CftarUs  Pole  totally  differed  from  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down>  both  as 
to  the  facts  themsejyes,  and  the  inferences 
which  he  drew  from  them :  he  read  ex- 
tracts from  many  different  letters  on  the 
table,  by  which  he  shewed  that  the  fleet 
off  Rochfort  were  very  badly  provided, 
and  could  not  have  followed  the  enemy 
more  than  three  or  four  days.  The  power 
of  dispatching  ships  to  relieve  sir  R. 
Strachan,  it  was  plain,  was  not  vested  in 
lord  Gardner ;  else  he  surely  would  not 
have  sent  off  five  different  and  anxious 
letters  to  the  admiralty  on  the  subject 
He  read  extracts  firom  a  letter,  dated  11th 
of  Dec.  stating  to  the  admiralty  the  dis- 
tress of  the  fleet,  which  letter  was  an- 
swered by  the  admiralty  on  the  18th,  send- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions  in  one  victual- 
ling ship :  although  this  ship  was  intended 
for  the  supply  of  three  squadrons,  namely, 
that  off  UOrient,  off  Ferrol,  arid  Rochefoit, 
yet  she  did  not  convey  more  than  equal  to 
sixteen  days  bread,  ror  the  line  of  battle 
ships  ofFRochefort  alone.  He  said,  if  every 
pound  of  bread,  which  had  been  so  sent,  had 
been  received  by  the  Rochefort  fleet  alone, 
it  would  not  have  put  it  in  a  situation  to 
follow  the  enemy.  Such  inattention  on  the 
part  of  the  admiralty  was  the  greatest 
blow  England  could  receive,  as  it  would 
be  the  greatest  triumph  the  enemy  could 
obtain.  That  day  was  perilous  to  us  indeed, 
when  we  found  ourselves  unable  to  furnish 
7  sail  of  the  line  sufficiently  to  keep  their 
stations.  He  could  not  conceive  what  was 
meant  by  sending  one  store-ship  out  to 
supply  such  a  fleet  w'rth  bread,  wine,  and 
water.  He  could  not  foretel  what  would 
be  the  decision  of  the  house,  but  he  knew 
well  what  would  be  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try on  such  conduct:  the  house  might  di- 
vide three  to  one  in  its  favour,  hut  the  na- 
tion would  not  be  a  whit  the  more  con- 
vinced. He  then  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  dated 
the  15lh  Dec.  in  which  it  was  declared, 
that  the  fleet  was  in  total  want  both  of  sails, 
water,  and  every  other  necessary  with 
which  a  fleet  should  be  provided.  In  con- 
Sequence  of  such  a  situation,  sir  Richard 
Slrachsnwas  compelled  to  quit  his  anchor 
fage,  to  look  out  for  victuallers ;  what  was 
<he  event }  The  enemy,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  his  absence,  escaped  out  of  Roche- 
iMt,  whicfc  they  nev«r  oould  have  done. 

Vol.  XI. 


or  would  have  attempted,  had  sir  Richard 
been  sufficiency  provided  to  have  kept 
his  station  in  Basque  Roads.  At  length, 
however,  he  did  obtain  a  supply  of  346 
tons  of  water,  which  exactly  provided  his 
fleet  for  2d  days  ;  and  although  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  Superb  and  Colossus  fur- 
ther increased  his  store,  still  they  did  not 
rso  increase  it  as  to  enable  him  to  pursue 
the  enemy  with  safety.  On  the  28th,  the 
Admiralty  had  an  acknowledgment  from 
the  fleet  of  23  days  bread,  45  days  water, 
and  24f  days  wine  ;  this  supply,  added  to 
the  former  supplies,  exactly  made  a  total 
of  eight  weeks  and  three  days  provisions  ; 
and  he  would  ask,  was  that  a  sufficiency 
for  a  pursuit ;  for  instance,  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  ?  The  pre^nt  board  of  Admi- 
ralty might  be  actuated  by  as  pure  and 
praiseworthy  a  zeal  as  possible,  but  he  la- 
mented their  talents  were  not  equal  to 
that  zeal.  He  said,  as  to  sir  Rd.  Stracban's 
squadron  quitting  Basque  Roads,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  reason  for  it,  but  too 
serious  for  him  to  state  in  that  house.  As 
to  the  transports  which  it  had  beeii  stated 
were  sent  to  relieve  the  squadron,  although 
three  had  been  sent,  still  but  one  arrived. 
He  complained  loudly  of  the  mischief 
which  would  ^sue  from  keeping  ships  at 
sea  on  urgent  duty,  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  transports ;  they  should  be  so  situated 
as  totally  to  feel  abov.e  contingencies  ;  but 
here  so  ratal  was  the  adoption  of  a  contrary 
course,  that  even  had  our  blockading  ad- 
miral seen  the  fleet  which  he  blockaded 
standing  out  to  sea  on  the  21st  of  Jan.  he 
could  not  have  chased  them  20  leagues 
from  land  !  From  the  very  weekly  ac- 
counts laid  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal 
of  the  country,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
at  that  time  on  board  the  fleet  only  bread 
for  16,  wine  for  four,  and  water  for  25 
days !  He  did  not  wish  idly  to  declaim 
against  the  measures  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men,  but  he  solemnly  declared,  that  had  a 
charge  of  the  nature  of  this  enquiry  been 
brought  before  a  court  martial,  and  no 
other  justification 'than  what  the  papery 
on  the  table  of  the  house  offered,  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  deciding  on  his  oath, 
that  the  British  squadron  off^  Rochefort 
had  not  been  supplied  in  the  manner  which 
the  exigency  of  the  service  required  and 
the  safety  of  the  country  demanded.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  men  could  bring 
themselves  to  sport  thus  with  the  feelings 
of  a  gailant  and  d'eservinff  officer.  What; 
must  those  feelings  have  been,  when,  after 
all  his  hope,  his  anxiety,  and  fatigue^  he 
K  (2) 
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had  seen  the  French  fleet  stealing  out  of 
Rochefort  unable  to  follow  and  defeat  them, 
from  the  unmerited  neglect  with  which  he 
had  been  treated.  The  arrival  of  the  Co- 
lossus and  Superb  had,  however,  been 
much  dwelt  upon,  and  after  all,  even  when 
they  had  divided  their  supplies  among  the* 
fleet,  what  provision  had  it  ?  Exactly  seven 
days  bread,  63  days  wine  and  spirits,  and 
40  days  water  1  He  was  ashamed  to  take 
up  the  time  and  trouble  of  the  house  in  de- 
tailing such  broad  and  simple  facts  as  these, 
when  in  fact  any  observation  on  the  sub- 
ject was  rendered  quite  unnecessary  by 
the  able  statement  of  the  hon.  gent,  who 
opened  the  debate.  This  was  a  question 
to  which  the  house  should  give  all  its  at- 
tention ;  it  involved  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  country,  whose  safety  was  identified 
with  the  welfare  of  her  fleet  As  to  the 
new  system  which  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Pole)  had  broached  to-night,  he  was  sorry 
to  see  any  such  attempted  ;  if  its  effects 
were  to  be  the  allowing  a  ship  to  remain 
at  sea  for  eleven  months,  and  when  she 
had  remained  at  home  only  as  many  days, 
sending  her  out  again — if  such  were  to  be 
its  effects,  he  disclaimed  and  denounced 
such  a  measure  :  the  name  of  the  ship  so 
treated  he  said  was  the  Defiance.  He  de- 
precated leaving  ships  so  long  and  so  ill- 
provided  at  sea  for  such  a  length  of  time. 
He  did  not  profess  himself  friendly  to  a 
vote  of  censure  on  the  Admiralty,  however 
he  might  have  thought  them  inefficient ; 
before  such  a  measure  was  adopted,  evi- 
dence should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
house  ;  and  then,  and  not  until  then,  a 
censure  could  be  warrantably  passed  on 
so  public  and  respectable  a  board  ;  but 
what  must  the  squadron  off  Rochefort 
think,  nay  what  must  be  the  /eelings  of 
the  whole  British  fleet  and  of  the  country 
at  large,  when  an  impartial  and  temperate 
examination  of  the  papers  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  house  by  the  Admiralty,  proved, 
that  the  blockading  squadron  had  been 
crueRy  neglected ;  and  admitting  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  every  pound  of 
bread,  and  every  gallon  of  wine  and  spi- 
*  rits,  which  reached  sir  Rd.  Strachan  before 
the  departure  of  the  French  squadron,  had 
been  correctly  distributed,  still  it  was  most 
notorious  that  the  Brifish  squadron  would 
not  have  been  in  a  state  to  have  followed 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  stated,  that  the  general 
plan  pursued  by  every  Admiralty,  was  to 
keep  a  sufficient  force  off  every  blockaded 
port, adequately  equipped  and  provisioned 


to  watch  the  force  of  the  enemy.  Tl» 
mode  of  relieving  these  squadrons  was  by 
sending  out  vessels,  ship  by  ship,  provided, 
not  only  with  their  own  equipments;  but 
loaded  also  for  the  equipment  of  others. 
The  commander  in  chief  of  the  Channel 
Fleet  was  the  person  to  see  that  they  were 
properly  victualled,  and  regularly  re- 
lieved, and  he  corresponded  for  that  pur- 
pose with  the  port  admiral  at  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth.  Every  page  of  the  papers 
shewed  that  lord  Gardner  had  acted  in 
that  manner.  It  might  happen,  however, 
that  this  plan  of  blockade,  during  a  naval 
campaign,  might,  under  the  pressure  <^ 
more  important  objects,  be  altogether 
suspended.  At  the  time  to  which  the 
papers  referred,  the  expedition  to  Copen- 
hagen, and  the  return  of  the  fleet  and  the 
prizes,  had  occupied  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Admiralty.  Squadrons  were 
also  provided  to  blockade  the  Tagus,  and 
to  convey  the  Royal  Family  of  Portugal 
to  the  Brazils.  Another  squadron  was 
also  assembled  at  Spithead,  of  sufficient 
force  to  meet  the  Russian  fleet  then  ex- 
pected to  come  up  the  Channel.  He  called 
upon  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
disposed  to  be  fair,  to  give  credit  to  the  letter 
of  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  declaring  his  appro- 
bation of  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty 
to  his  squadron.  It  appeared  by  the 
papers,  that,  in.  November,  the  squadron 
had  ten  weeks  provisions  on  board,  and 
that  18  days  after,  ten  transports,  one  of 
which  was  immediately  driven  back,  and 
only  four  of  which  were  able  to  reach  their 
destination,  had  been  sent  out  with  700 
ton  of  water  to  the  squadron.  The  large 
ship  was  sent  out  with  a  temporary  supply 
only,  and  he  admitted  that  the  Admiralty 
was  answerable  for  every  thing  up  to  2 1st 
of  December,  at  which  date  the  squa- 
dron had  six  weeks  water,  six  weeks 
and  four  days  bread,  and  eight  or  nine 
weeks  beef,  pork,  and  wine.  It  might 
be  a  question'  why  the  Mediator  had 
not  sailed  till  the  6th  of  Jan. ;  but  he 
shewed  from  the  letters  from  admiral 
Young,  that  the  weather  alone  prevented 
her  sailing,  and  he  was  confident  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  questioit  the  anthority  of 
that  gallant  officer.  He  denied  most  posi- 
tively, and  challenged  any  gentleman  to 
prove,  that  sir  Rd.  Strachan  had  for  a 
single  moment,  left  his  station.  The  hon. 
bart.  had  fallen  into  an  error,  when  he 
asserted,  that  the  Admiralty  was  blamable 
for  hot  sending  out  the  supplies  earlier. 
Tlie\;  could  hot  contend  with  the  elementSj^ 
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and  it  appeared  from  the  papers,  that  the 
state  of  tne  weather  was  such,  that  from 
the  3d  of  Dec.  to  the  28th  of  Jan.  during 
a  period  of  55  days,  as  not  to  allow  the 
vessels  to  sail.  AVas  the  Admiralty  to 
blame  for  that  ?  As  well  might  they  be 
blamed  for  a  vessel's  foundering  at  sea,  as 
the  Admiralty  of  the  day  be  blamed  for 
the  unfortunate  loss  of  the  Royal  George. 
He  should  not  trespass  longer  upon  the 
attention  of  the  house,  though  he  had  felt 
it  not  unnecessary  to  add  these  general 
observations  to  the  able  and  impregnable 
arguments  of  his  hon.  friend.  Philip  II. 
of  Spain,  the  greatest  tyrant  the  annals  of 
history  exhibited,  on  hearing  of  the  fate  of 
his  Armada,  exclaimed,  '  Thank  God  it  is 
no  worse  !'  That  consideration  which  a 
tyrant  manifested  for  the  interposition  of 
the  elements,  the  Admiralty  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  a  British  senate. 

Mr.  G,  Pomonby  observed,  that  the  Re- 
solution went  to  say  that  sir  R.  Strachan's 
squadron  was  not  supplied  with  provisions, 
and  that  was  proved  by  the  documents  on 
the  table,  beyond  a  question.    It  had  been 
said,  that  sir  Richard  had  never  left  his 
station  on  account  of  the  want  of  provi- 
sions.   A  letter  from  him,  dated  the  2ist 
of  Nov.,  says,  *  The  wind  having  veered 
to  the  Northward,  he  stretched  out  to  sea 
to  try  to  meet  some  of  the  transports  that 
he  h^d  expected.'     Why  proceed  to  sea, 
in  an  uncertain  pursuit,  to  look  after  trans- 
ports, if  not  in  want  of  provisions  ?  and  if 
he  did  proceed  to  sea,  he  must  have  gone 
off  his  station.    The  letter  of  sir  Richard, 
upon  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  prided 
themselves  so  much,  contained  not  a  par- 
ticle of  any  thing  that  could  support  them. 
Sir  Richard  had  written  several  letters  to 
his   commanding  officer,   lord    Gardner, 
stating  the  situation  of  the  squadron,  and 
its  want  of  provisions;   but  finding  the 
supplies  did  not  come,  he  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty.     The  consequence 
was,  he  received  a  supply  ;  and  this  boast- 
ed   prize,  this    letter,    commending  the 
board,  went  just  so  far  as  to    say,   he 
thanked  them  for  the  attention  they  had 
paid  to  his  communication.    Did  this  ex- 
culpate them  ?  Did  he  say  any  thing  about 
what  had  been  the  situation  of  the  fleet  ? 
No :    but  look  to  his  letter  of  the  ^3d  of 
Jan.,  four  days  after,  the  French  had  got 
out,  and  what  does  he  say,  after  all  the 
boasted  supplies  reached  ^im  ?  '  That  if 
his  provision  and  water  would  last  him,  he 
would  follow  the  enemy  over  the  world.' 
A  blockading  squadron  ought  to  have  pro- 


visions on  board  equal  to  what  the  fleet 
they  were  blockading  could  possibly  pro- 
cure. The  Board  of^Admiralty  could  not 
think  that  the  enemy's  squadron  would  go 
no  farther  thaa  what  two  months'  provi-p 
sion  would  allow  them.  That  must  have 
been  their  supposition,  or  that  there  was 
an  understanding  between  the  board  and 
the  enemy  ;  for  when  sir  Richard  went  in 
pursuit,  he  had  but  two  months'  provision. 
He  would  challenge  any  person  to  prove 
the  squadron  ever  had  more  than  two 
months'  provision,'although  an  hon.  gent, 
had  found  out  that  every  British  squadron 
ought  to  have  five  months'  provision.  It 
was  the  most  novel  defence  he  bad  ever  - 
heard  set  up.  It  went  to  say,  *  the  enemy's 
squadron  has  got  out  of  Rochfort,  and,  if 
you  say  nothing  about  it,  we  will  take 
care  it  never  shall  be  so  again.'  They 
next  brought  tempests  and  hurricanes,  and 
said,  they  could  not  *fight  against  the 
elements,  as  an  excuse.  He  had  never 
heard  that  the  Bay  of  Biscay  was  very 
serene  and  calm  in  the  months  of  Dec.  and 
January.  Every  person  knew  the  westerly 
winds  generally  prevailed  at  that  season  of 
the  year ;  and  could  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty be  ignorant  of  it  ?  If  they  >vere,  it 
was  not  a  wondei*  that  sir  Richard's  squa- 
dron suffered  from  the  want  of  provision  ; 
and  if  they  did  know  it,  they  were  the 
more  blamable  for  not  having  provided 
against  it.  He  did  not  charge  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  with  intentional  neglect,  but 
he  charged  them  with  want  of  judgment. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  previous' 
question.  Ayes  146  ;  Noes  69.  Majority 
against  the  Resolution  77. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  Lord 
Hcgwkesbwry,  on  moving  the  2ad  reading 
of  this  biii,  stated  briefly  the  former  pro- 
ceedings respecting  this  subject,  and  con-  . 
tended' that  there  was  a  material  difference 
between  the  principle  of  this  bill,  and  that 
of  the  former  bill,  which  went  to  the  total 
abolition  of  the  prerogative  of  granting 
offices  in  reversion,  upon  the  mere  ground 
of  expediency,  stated  in  the  preamble, 
whilst,  in  the  present  bill,  it  was  only  pro- 
posed to  suspend  that  prerogative  for  a 
limited  period,  and  that  on  special  ground 
stated  in  the  preamble,  namely,  with  a 
view  to  inquiries  now  pending  in  the  house 
of  commons.  It  was  easy  to  conceive 
that  such  a  suspension  mignt  be  of  mate- 
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rial  iraporUnce  to  the  objects  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  in  order  that  offices 
might  not,  in  the  mean  time,  be  granted  in 
reversion,  and  thereby  placed  beyond  their 
controvl  with  respect  to  .>any  proposed 
regulation.  Viewing  the  bill  therefore  in 
this  light,  he  should  give  it  his  support ; 
and  although  with  such  an  object  before  a 
comctiittee  of  the  house  of  commons,  no 
minister  would  advise  his  majesty  to  grant 
any  office  in  reversion  in  the  mean  time, 
stiil  he  thought  it  more  constitutional  to 
legislate  in  the  way  now  proposed,  than 
to  leave  it  to  an  address  of  either  house 
of  parliament. 

Lord  Redesdak  repeated  his  former  ar- 
guments upon  this  subject,  and  thought 
the  bill  the  first  step  to  measures  pregnant 
with  danger  to  the  constitution,  and  which 
therefore  they  ought  to  resist  in  the  outset. 
He  considered  the  former  bill  as  leas  ex- 
ceptionable than  the  present ;  as  in  that, 
what  was  decided  was  broadly  and  fairly 
stated,  but  in  this  he  conceived  an  attempt 
was  made  to  draw  their  lordships  intQ  an 
approbation  of  measures  which  might 
prove  highly  injurious,  and  which,  if  ru- 
mours were  to  be  believed,  would  tend  to 
a  material  invasion  of  the  constitution. 
The  bill  in  itself  would,  if  passed,  be  an 
infringement  of  the  constitution,  for  which 
no  adequate  I'eason  was  stated.  It  was  not 
enough  to  say  that  inquiries  were  pending; 
their  lordships  ought  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  measures  which  were  intend- 
ed to  be  proposed,  and  for  which  this  bill 
was  to  lead,  the  way.  The  former  bill  had 
been  rejected,  and  he  thought  the  house 
ought  to  make  a  stand  upon  their  inde- 
pendance,  and  reject  this  also,  coming,  as 
it  did,  so  immediately  after  the  rejection 
of  the  other,  and  standing  as  it  did  on 
no  better,  or  rather  on  worse  grounds. 

Earl  Grosvenor  supported  the  bill,  in 
order  that  there  might  be  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  labours  of  the  committee 
of  finance ;  and  the  more  so  as  there  was 
supposed  to  be  a  disposition  somewhere, 
though  not  open  and  avowed,  to  throw  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  that  committee. 
The  objection  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  that  there  was  no  recommendation 
from  the  crown,  could  surely  be  of  little 
avail  after  the  recommendations  from  the 
throne  at  the  end  of.  the  last  and  the  com« 
mencement  of  the  present  parliament,  to 
adopt  measures  with  a  view  to  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  had  talked  of  measures 
to  which  this  would  lead^  and  which  would 


endanger  the  constitution;  but  what  waa 
the  object  of  the  committee  of  fifianoe } 
simply  to  consider  of  economy,  and  to 
prevent  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  pub* 
lie  money,  at  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
when  burdens,  however  necessary,  pressed 
heavily  upon  the  people.  From  such  mea«- 
sures,  instead  of  danger,  the  most  benefit 
cial  consequences  would  resulL  He  con« 
sidered  the  present  bill  as  of  little  efficacy 
compared  with  the  formeif' ;  but  it  should 
nevertheless  have  his  support,  rather  than 
that  no  measure  of  the  kind  should  be 
adopted. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  professed  himself  at 
a  loss  to  discover  any  reason  which  existed 
for  passing  the  present  bill.  He  thought 
it  was  incumbent  upon  those  who  proposed 
or  supported  a  measure  which  infringed 
upon  a  prerogative  that  had  been  exercised 
for  300  years,  to  shew  that  abuses  existed 
in  the  exercise  of  th^t  prerogative,  or 
that  some  great  public  benefit  would  be 
derived  from  its  limitation  or  its  abolition. 
In  this  case,  however,  nothing  of  this  nature 
had  been  shewn,  nor  was  there  any  evi* 
dence  befoi'e  them  that  such  a  measure 
could  be  of  the  slightest  utility.  He 
thought  there  had  been  a  great  public  dei> 
lusion  upon  this  subject,  and  that  advan* 
tages  had  been  held  out  which  could  not 
by  any  possibility  result  from  this  mea- 
sure. He  could  not  consider  this  measure 
as  of  the  slightes»t  importance  with  a  view 
to  economy ;  nor  was  there  any  informa- 
tion before  the  house  to  prove,  in  any 
other  point  of  view,  its  necessity  or  expe- 
diency. 

Earl  MortoH  observed,  that  the  former 
bill  having  been  rejected,  a  new  bill,  of  a 
similar  description,  ought  not,  according 
to  the  ancient  usage  ot  the  constitution,  to 
be  entertained  ;  and  from  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  bill  had  come  up» 
he  thought  the  house  ought  to  make  a 
stand  here  in  support  of  their  own  inde* 
pendence,  and  rt'ject  it. 

Lord  Udland  thought  there  was  little 
necessity  for  combating  the  arguments 
used  against  the  bill,  as  the  speech  of  his 
noble  friend  (the  earl  of  Moira)  who  op- 
posed the  bill,  and  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  who  also  op* 
posed  the  bill,  answered  each  other.  The 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  thought  the 
bill  would  actually  destroy  the  constitutioo, 
whilst  his  Boble  friend,  on  the  contrary^ 
thought  •  it  a  measure  of  ao  consequence. 
With  this  contFariety  of  oppositioii,  there 
needed  little  to  be  said  w  sappert  ef  the 
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bilL  which  he  hoped  woald  now  be  car- 
ried. He  could  discover  no  such  cause  for 
slarm  as  that  stated  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  nor  did  he  know  to  what 
rumour  the  noble  lord  alluded.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  earl  (Grosvenor)  as  to  the 
comparatiye  inefficacy  of  the  present  bill, 
and  would  rather  that  the  former  bill  had 
been  carried,  but  he  would  not  run  the 
risk  of  losing  the  measure  now  proposed, 
by  giving  any  opposition  to  it  upon  that 
ground,  or  by  proposing  any  alteration  in 
it.  He  trusted  it  would  now  be  carried, 
and  there  appeared  reason  to  believe  that 
it  would  be.  If  it  was,  he  should  hail  it  as 
a  great  and  a  splendid  triumph  obtained 
over  that  secret  influence  which  had  ex- 
isted for  40  years  lurking  behind  the 
throne,  over  those  secret  advisers  who  had 
attempted  to  curb  the  ostensible  ministers, 
themselves  remaining  without  responsi* 
bility.  He  hoped  this  had  resulted  from 
ministers  having  assumed  courage  and 
spirit  to  oppose  this  secret  influence.  He 
trusted  it  had  not  been  the  eiiect  of  a  com- 
promise, in  which  the  justice  due  to  a  large 
portion  of  his  majesty's  subjects  had, been 
sacrificed.  He  trusted  that  Maynooth 
college  had  not  been  the  object  of  this 
compromise,  and  that  some  of  those  mi- 
nisters who  had  contributed  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  that  institution  had  not  con- 
sented to  give  it  up  as  a  condition  of  the 
compromise.  He  trusted  that  this  was  not 
the  case  ;  that  the  passing  of  the  bill  was 
to  be  considered  as  fairly  resulting  from 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  in- 
troduced, and  that  it  would  not  be  the  only 
beneficial  measure  which  would  result  firom 
the  enquiries  set  on  foo^. 

Lord  Somers  supported  the  bill,  chiefly 
on  the  ground  that  he  conceived  secret 
influence  to  have  been  used  in  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  former  bill ;  and  wherever  it 
appeared,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make 
a  tirm  stand  in  opposition  to  it. — The  bill 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 

[King's  Message  relating  to  the 
Duchess  of  Bbunswick.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  £xcheqi;ier  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  king  : 

"  G.  R.  His  majesty  finds  it  necessary 
to  state  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  disastrous  defeat  of  the 
Prussian  arms  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  at- 
tended with  the  melaoch(4y  death  of  the 


reigning  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel, 
and  the  occupation  of  his  territories  by 
the  enemy,  his  majesty's  sister,  the  widow 
of  that  illustrious  prince,  has  been  com- 
pelled to  seek  an  asylum  in  his  majesty's 
dominions  :  immediately  on  her  arrival  in 
England  an  establishment  suited  to  her 
rank,  required  by  her  misfortunes,  and 
such  as  it  became  his  majesty's  affection 
to  afford,  was  provided  out  of  the  Civil 
List ;  but  no  provision  being  made  in  the 
distribution  of  that  fund  for  this  unforeseen 
charge,  his  majesty  recommends  to  this 
house  to  C(msider  of  the  means  of  enabling 
him  to  continue  the  support  of  that  esta- 
blishment; and  his  majesty  relies  vinth 
perfect  confidence  on  the  loyalty  and  at* 
tachment  of  his  faithful  commons  to  make 
such  provision  as  may  appear  proper  on  an 
occasion  so  interesting  to  his  majesty's 
leelings,  and  so  nearly  connected  with  the 
dignity  of  his  throne." — Ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

[Demised  Revenues  of  the  CaowN.} 
Mr.  Biddtdph,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
moved  for  a  committee  to  consider  how 
far  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
his  present  majesty,  by  which  it  had  been 
directed,  that  the  Demised  Revenues  of 
the  Crown  should  be  carried  into  and 
made  a  part  of  the  Aggregate  Fund,  had 
been  complied  with.  The  hon.  gent,  en- 
tered into  a  long  explanation  of  the  sub- 
ject. He  repeated  •  his  former  assertions 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  these  revenues, 
which  he  estimated  at  200,000/.  a  year, 
again  contending  that  they  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  public  service ;  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  he  conmiented  with  much 
severity  on  the  ihismanagen>ent  of  the 
Royal  forests,  by  which  the  timber,  of  the 
country,  so  materially  necessary  to  its 
service,  was  deteriorated  and  destroyed. 

Mr.  Hose  questioned  the  accuracy  of 
some  of  the  hon.  gent.'s  statements,  ^nd 
denied  that  the  present  amount  of  the  de- 
mised crown  revenues  exceeded  35,000/. 
out  of  which  10  or  12,000/.  went  to  various 
charges.  He  disapproved  of  a  special  com- 
mittee, and  thought  the  finance  commit- 
tee, of  which  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  member, 
fully  adequate  to  any  desirable  object  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  in  view. — ^A  division 
then  took  place,  when  the  numbers  were, 
for  the  motion  12 ;  against  it,  37.  Ma- 
jority 25. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  On  the 
naotion  ibr  the  recommittal  of  thi^  bill. 

Lord  Pcrchester  argued  against  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  ^^tle  it  violated  the 
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rights  of  the  church,  it  -would  afibrd  no  re- 
lief to  the  great  body  of  the  curates  them- 
selves. The  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to 
augment  the  income  of  those  who  most 
wanted  it ;  but  to  raise  the  value  of  a  few 
■curacies^  while  the  greater  number  of 
those  who  entered  holy  orders  were  left 
precisely  as  before.  To  relieve  these  he 
should  be  perfectly  willing,  if  it  could  be 
done  ;  but  the  causes  of  the  poverty  of 
many  of  them  were,  first,  the  poverty  of 
the  benefices  themselves;  and  secondly, 
the  great  number  who  pressed  into  holy 
orders  without  the  prospect  of  any  pro- 
vision at  all,  except  a  trifling  and  pre- 
carious curacy.  He  observed,  that  this 
raising  the  incomes  of  a  few  curates  would 
have  no*  other  ei^ect,  than  that  of  inducing 
many  more  than  the  present  average  num- 
ber to  enter  into  holy  orders,  and  by  that 
means  the  poverty  of  the  whole  would  be 
increased  rather  than  diminished.  His 
objection  went  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
altogether,  and  he  should  therefore* move 
as  an  amendment  that  it  be  re-committed 
this  day  three  months. 

Mr.    Windham    had    carefully   applied 
himself  to  the  examination  of  the  bill,  and 
the  result  was  that  he  thought  it  very  in- 
judicious, very  pernicious  in  point  of  prin- 
ciple, and  inefficient  as  to  any  good  prac- 
tical  purpose.     He   remarked,   that   two 
views  were  entertained  of  the  nature  of 
church   property;  the   one   was,  that   it 
was  inviolable,  like  private  property  ;  the 
other,  that  it  was  merely  to  be  consfdered 
in  the  nature  of  a  salary  for  a  particular 
duty,  and  that  the  legislature  might  inter- 
fere with  it  and  alter  it  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  the  salaries  of  any  public  office. 
He  thought  that  neither  of  these  two  propo- 
sitions was  just  in  its  full  extent.     He' was 
disposed  to  concur  in  the  theory  of  the 
right  hon.   gent.,  that  it  was  inviolable 
like  private  property ;  but  that  the  legis- 
lature had  a  right  to  interfere,  so  far  as  to 
provide  that  the  duties  attached  to  it  were 
performed.     But  then  he  asserted,  that  the 
meddling  with  this  property,  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  the  bill,  was  dangerous  to 
the   church   establishment ;    for  the   bill 
seemed   to  be   founded  on  the  principle 
maintained   by  those  who  held   that  all 
those  clergymen,  who  were  not  employed 
in  parish  duties,  were  useless  members  of 
that  establishment.     The  law  allowed  plu- 
ralities.    Clergymen,  therefore,  could  not 
always  reside  on  their  livings ;  and  attach- 
ing penalties  to  that^which  the  law  per- 
mitted, he  contended,  was  unjust.    It  also 


seemed  to  proceed  on  the  supposition,  that 
the  number  of  curates  was  limited.  Thi^ 
was  not  the  case  ;  and  the  augmenting  a 
few  curacies  would  only  bring  a  greater 
number  into  holy  orders,  and  by  that 
means  increase  the  distress  of  the  whole. 
On  the  whole,  the  bill  went  to  a  dangerous 
violation  of  church  property,  without  any 
chance  of  improving  the  general  condi* 
tion  of  the  curates. 

Dr.  Laurence  argued,  that  there  was 
danger  in  alnoost  every  view  in  which  the 
measure  in  question  could  be  taken. 

The  Solicitor  General  supported  the  bill, 
as  a  measure  that  was  best  adapted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Wkithread  would  vote  for  the  bill 
being  committed.  The  only  objection  he 
had  to  it  was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
— The  house  then  divided  upon  lord  Por- 
Chester's  amendment.  Ayes,  1 1  ;  Noes, 
94 ;  Majority,  83. 
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Wednesday,  May  1 1 . 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  On  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  regretted,  that 
after  the  subject  had  been  so  long  before 
the  house,  so  little  should  be  done  by  this 
bill,  and  particularly  that  no  regulation 
was  made  with  respect  to  the  Court  of 
Tiends.  He  wished  also  that  something 
more  had  been  done,  with  respect  to  the 
intrQduction  of  trial  by  jury. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  that  nothing 
should  be  done  with  respect  to  tiends 
until  after  a  judicial  decision  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  clergy. 

Lord  Haiwkesbury  dehnded  the  bill,  which 
he  thought  would  tend  to  operate  a  mate- 
rial reform  in  the  administration  of  justice 
in  Scotland.  With  respect  to  trial  by 
jury,  the  house  was  not  yet  ripe  for  decid- 
ing that  point,  nor  did  he  believe  that  it 
was  sufficiently  understood  in  Scotland. — 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


H()US£   OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  1 1 . 
[Duchess  of  Brunswick.]  The  C//an- 
cellor  qfthe  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  supply.  In 
the  committee,  his  majesty's  Message,  re- 
commending a  provision  for  the  duchess 
of  Brunswick,  being  read,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  expressed  considerable  satisfieiction 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to 
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enter  into  any  detailed  statenient,  in  order 
to  induce  the  committee  to  accede  to  the 
Resolution  which  he  was  to  propose  in 
consequence  of  his  majesty's  Message.  It 
would  be  idle,  to  enter  into  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  and  accompanied  the 
death  of  the  illustrious  personage  for  whose 
relict  it  was  now  proposed  to  make  a  pro- 
vision. It  would  naturally  occur  to  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  death  of  that  illustrious 
personage  had  been  encountered  during 
hostilities,  in  a  cause  in  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  country  and  of  Europe  were 
involved.  Whatever  impression  the  event 
and  circumstances  of  that  death  might 
have  produced,  it  was  not  on  that  ground, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  near  relation 
which  his  relict  bore  to  his  majesty,  that 
the  present  application  was  made.  He 
was  confident  therefore,  that  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  enabling  his  majesty  to 
provide  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  an 
adequate  establishment  for  the  duchess  of 
Brunswick,  who  had  sought  an  asylum  in 
her  brother's  dominions.  The  only  ques- 
tion would  be  as  to  the  quantum  of  that 
provision.  And  when  the  committee  con- 
sidered, that  she  had  been  a  sovereign,  and 
was  driven  from  her  territories  to  seek 
refuge  in  this  country,  he  was  certain  the 
committee  would  act  with  liberality,  and 
that  the  difference  of  a  few  hundreds  more 
or  l6ss  would  not  be  any  object  on  such  an 
occasion.  It  was  upon  this  ground  that 
his  majesty  abstained  from  recommending 
any  grant  that  might  appear  extravagant, 
whilst  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  tlie  other 
hand,  thought  it  their  duty  to  avoid  any 
niggardly  limitation  of  the  proposed  provi- 
sion. Under  that  impression,  he  should 
move  a  Resolution  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  grant  a  sum  not  exceeding  10,000/.  per 
annum,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  as  a 
provision  for  her  royal  highness  the  duchess 
of  Brunswick.  The  house  was  aware  that 
an  establishment  to  that  amount  had  al- 
ready been  advanced  to  the  duchess  of 
Brunswick  out  of  the  Civil  List,  since  her 
arrival  in  this  kingdom ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  should  have,  on  another  occa- 
sion, to  move  the  restitution  of  the  sum  so 
applied  from  that  branch  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Whithread  rose,  not  to  object  to  the 
Resolution,  for  he  concurred  entirely  in 
the  sum  proposed.  .  That  house,  he  was 
sure,  would,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  shew 
its  attachment  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
family.  It  was  on  that  ground  alone,  and 
not  in  consequence  of  any  circumstances 
that  attended  the  death  of  the  duke  of 


Brunswick,  that  he  consented  to  this  resolu-* 
tion.  So  far  from  considering,  the  hostilit^r 
in  which  that  event  had  taken  place,  as 
involving  the  best  interests  of  this  country, 
he  looked  upon  the  last  coalition  as  most 
disastrous  to  the  cause  of  Europe  ;  and  so 
far  was  Prussia  from  being  in  alliance 
whh  this  country  at  that  period,  that  we 
were  at  war  with  that  power.  Undoubt- 
edly, a  minister  had  been  sent  to  negociate 
an  accommodation  with  Prussia,* but. the 
noble  lord  who  had  been  sent  on  that  mis- 
sion, had  returned  without  having  been 
able  to  reach  even  his  destination.  He 
had  said  thus  much,  because  he  would  not 
omit  any  Opportunity  of  declaring  his 
opinion,  that  the  last  coalition  had  been 
ruinous  to  Europe.  As  to  the  vote,  he 
fully  approved  of  it,  tho'  he  should  not  be 
committed  to  any  future  proposition  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  might  think  proper  to 
bring  forward  in  addition  to  it. 

Lord  ilfarpcM  highly  approved  of  the 
grant,  and  trusted  the  house  would  always 
recollect  that  the  princess  was  an  English- 
woman, in  addition  to  whatever  claims  she 
might  have  to  their  regard. 

General  Tarleton  approved  of  the  grant, 
and  affirmed  that  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
had,  on  different  occasions,  done  much  ser- 
vice to  this  country. — ^The  Resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

[Westminster  Election — Case  of  Pri- 
vilege.] Sir  Francis  Btirdett  had  waited 
till  he  saw  the  house  in  a  sufficient  state  of 
attendance,  before  he  stated  how  he  was 
circumstanced  with  respect  to  a  transac- 
tion which  in  his  view  of  it  involved  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  house.  It 
would  be  necessary  for  him  in.  order  to 
explain  the  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
to  state  to  the  house  a  transaction  which 
had  taken  place  in  one  of  the  courts  be- 
low. It  was  well  known,  that  at  the  last 
election  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  the 
electors  had  nominated  him  as  one  of  the 
candidates  without  his  knowing  any  thing 
of  the  fact ;  and- it  was  only  towards  the 
close  of  the  election,  that  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  it.  The  electors  claimed  to 
be  exempt  from  paying '  any  part  of  the 
expence  of  that  election,  and  the  High 
Bailifi  of  Westminster  had  brought  an  ac- 
tion against  him  as  one  of  the  candidates, 
to  recover  a  proportion  of  the  expense  of 
taking  the  election.  Though  there  was 
no  law  to  authorise  such,  a  demand,  nor 
any  custom  to  sanction  the  practise,  though 
it  was  well  known  that  he  had  not  taken 
any  share  or  portion  in  the  conduct  or 
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direction  of  that  election,  yet,  without 
any  proof  of  the  existence  of  law  or  cus- 
tom to  sanction  the  demand,  the  learned 
judge  in  the  court  below  had  thought  pro* 
per  to,  direct  the  jury  to  find  a  veridict 
against  him,  merely  because  he  had  taken 
bis  seat.    This  was  the  reason  delivered 
by  that  learned  judge  to  the  jury,  why  he 
had  incurred  the  expenses  for  which  the 
action  was  brought.     Now  as  to  his  taking 
his  seat,  that  was  not  voluntary  on  his* 
party  as  he  had  done  it  in  compliance  with 
the  writ,  and  any  individual  who  may  be 
elected,  was  compellable  to  attend  and  do 
his  duty  in  that  house.     Yet  the  learned 
judge,  had  held  that  tlie  circumstance  of 
his  having  taken  his  seat  had  rendered 
him  liable  to  expences  incurred  in  taking 
the  election.     He  was  yet  to  learn  what 
benefit  it  was  to  an  individual  to  sit  in  that 
house,  if  he  came  there  to  discharge  his 
duty  with  integrity ;  and  he  was  there- 
fore surprised  to  hear  any  learned  judge 
aay,  according  to  the  Uw,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
senty  that  a  seat  in  that  house  was  any 
other  than  a  burthen  upon  the  individual 
elected  to  that  situation.     He  was  not, 
however,  surprised  to  find  that  learned 
judge  consider  a  seat  in  that  house  a  be- 
nefit, as  it  was  a  stepping  stone  to  the 
bench.    But  he  had  not  expected  that  a 
judge  upon  the  bench  would  lay  it  down, 
that  an  individual  for  yielding  obedience 
to  the  writ,  had  incurred  a  penalty  for  doing 
what,  if  he  had  not  done,  would  have  made 
him  liable  to  the  censure  of  that  house. 
A  person  who  had  a  duty  imposed  on  him 
ought  to  be  9u^red  to  do  it  without  im- 
pedintent:  but  this  was  an  involuntary 
act  upon  his  pa|t,  and  ought  not,  accore- 
ii^  to  any  .constitutional  law,   and    he 
hoped  that  skII  such  kw  was  not  altogether 
forgotten,  to  subject  him'  to  any  such  pen- 
alty.    It  was  said  in  lord  Raymond's  re- 
ports, that  judges  did  not  imderstand  the 
laws  of  parlianient.    The  matter  was  of 
small  moment  ta  him,  it  was  even  an  ob-> 
ject  of  perfect  indifi^ence,  but  it  was  of 
raatorial  importance   to    the  elector^  of 
Westminster,  and  to  the  privileges  of  that 
house.    He .  did  not  make  it  a  subject  of 
complaint;    What  he  mentionedl  the  trans- 
action^ fbr  was,  to  know  whether  he  was  to 
comply  "ifritb  the  demand  that  would  be 
made  upon  him,  i»  consequence  of  the 
decision  of  the  court  below.     He  applied 
fant  for  the  advice  of  the  house,  in  order, 
that,  by  his  silently  submitting  to  that 
decision,  the  privilege  of  that  house  should 
not  soffer  any  breach  in  his  persen* 


The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  did  ndt 
know  how  to  address  the  house  on  this 
occasion ;  indeed,  he  felt  he  should  apolo- 
gize for  ofiering  himself,  as  there  was  no 
motion  before  them.  He  trusted,  how- 
ever, that  the  house  would  allow  him  to 
state  what  occurred  to  him  in  the  view  he^ 
at  present  bad  of  the  case ;  and  from  every 
attention  that  he  could  give  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  baronet,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  a  case  in  which  the 
house  could  interfere.  If  the  hon.  baronet 
was  right  in  his  conception  of  the  law, 
respecting  the  misdirection  of  the  learned 
judge,  he  had  been  very  ill  advised  by  his 
counsel,  not  to  apply  for  a  review  of  the 
whole  case,  by  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
or  by  a  bill  of  exceptions.  As  he  appre- 
hended the  case,  the  action  had  been 
brought  against  the  hon.  baronet  for  the 
use  which  he  or  his  agents  had  made  of 
certain  erections  for^hustings,  and  the  facts 
went  to  be  decided  upon  to  a  jury.  The 
direction  of  a  judge  might  be  right  or 
might  be  wrong,  but  in  either  case  that 
house  was  not  the  proper  tribunal  in  which 
to  have  the  proceedings  of  the  court  below 
reviewed.  The  course  of  practise  in  the 
administration  of  law,  was  in  such  cases 
either  to  proceed  by  motion  to  the  court 
out  of  which  the  record  issued  for  a  new 
trial,  or  by  a  bill  of  exceptions ;  and  if 
either  of  these  had  been  resorted  to  by 
the  hoh.  baronet  and  not  been  successful, 
there  would  be  no  relief  for  him.  It  was 
not  for  hhn  to  say  whether  or  not  the  di- 
rection of  the  learned  judge  was  correct  ; 
but  the  jury  had  no  doubt  decided  upon 
the  evidence  produced  to  them  of  the  use 
made  of  the  erections  by  the  agents  of  the 
hon.  baronet.  That  was  his  view  of  the 
subject,  but  it  would  remain  foi'  the  hon. 
baronet  to  decide  what  course  he  should 
pursue  to  attain  any  object  he  may  have 
in  contemplation. 

Mr.  Cwv)en  vindicated  the  learned  judge 
fmm  the  imputation  of  having  obtained 
his  present  exalted  station  by  any  party 
services,  and  contended  that  his  eleviitienr 
was  altogether  owing  to  his  transcendant 
talents ;  as^an  abler  or  more  upright  judge 
had  never  ^tupon  the  bench.  • 

The  Speahur  did  not  know  that  he  was 
not  bound,  upon  an  application  of  this  de- 
scription to  the  house,  to  state  what  oc- 
curred to  him  upon  the  subject.  Undoubt- 
edly, as  he  understood  the  matter,  the 
hon.  member  had  offered  himself  to  the 
house  with  perfect  regularity,  on  a  trans- 
action which  appeared  to  him  to  amomHi 
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to  a  breach,  of  their  privileges.  The  hon. 
baronet  in  taking  this  course  had  done  his 
duty,  and  it  was  a  grave  question  he  had 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  so  far  as 
it  regarded  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
that  house,  and  aiiected  the  character  of  an 
eminent  person  in  a  high  judicial  office. 
If  he  (the  Speaker)  had  had  any  notice  of 
such  an  application  ;  if  he  had  but  the 
slightest  intimation  of  the  intention  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  he  would  have  endeavoured 
to  be  better  prepared  to  satisfy  his  inquiry. 
At  present  he  had  to  apologise  to  the 
house,  i£  he  should  not  be  able  to  give 
that  satisfaction  which  on  such  a  question 
was  to  be  desired.  The  house  could  not 
be  prepared  in  this  instance  to  give  ad- 
vice to  the  hon.  baronet.  What  he  would 
recommend  was,  tbat  he  should  wait,  till 
some  practical  consequence  should  result 
from  the  decision  of  the  court  below,  and 
if  he  should  conceive  that  consequence  to 
be  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  house, 
he  could  not  too  soon  bring  it  under  the 
view  of  the  house,  nor  could  the  house  too 
soon  proceed  to  take  it  into  consideration. 
—After  a  few  words  from  sir  F.  Burdett, 
disclaiming  the  having  brought  the  ques* 
tion  forward  as  a  complaint,  his  object 
having  been  to  obtain  advice  from  the 
house,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  rest 
there. 

[Dr.  Duigenan.]  Mr.  Barhani  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion  respecting  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Duigenan  as  a  Privy 
Counsellor  of  Ireland.  He  began  by  dis- 
claiming all  personal  motives  towards  the 
learned  gent,  with  whom  he  had  never 
happened  to  have  the  smallest  intercourse 
in  his  life,  and  whom  he  was  disposed  to 
regard  with  respect,  in  every  other  view 
but  what  belonged  to  the  subject  of  which 
he  was  about  to  complain.  This,  how- 
ever, he  considered  as  of  so  much  import- 
ance, that  under  similar  circumstances  he 
should  not  be  deterred  from  a  sirnilar 
course,  hy  any  degree  of  respect  which  he 
either  did  or  could  entertain  for  any 
man  whatever.  The  motion  was  of  the 
greatest  importance,  for  if  it  were  received, 
it  could  not  fail  in  a  considerable  degree 
to  counteract  the  ill  effects  which  a  late 
measure  (the  reduction  of  the  Maynooth 
cHtublishment)  must  infallibly  produce  by 
irritating  the  minds  of  the  catholics  in 
Ireland.  The  matter  in  question  was 
small  in  itself,  but  the  eflect  would  be 
great.  Prompt  to  a  sense  of  injury,  and 
still  more  of  affront,  the  Irish  character 
was^  equally  sensible  to  marks  -of  kindness. 
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The  little  importance  of  the  thing  in  itself 
added  to  the  value  of  the  occasion,  as  it- 
more  completely  distinguished  the  inten-* 
tion  from  the  act,  and  the  principle  from 
the  thing.  If  ministers  seized  this  as  a 
happy  opportunity  of  telling  the  Irish 
catholics  they  did  not  regard  them  as  ene-  * 
raies,  and  convincing  them  by  this  act  of 
attention  that  they  had  no  intention  of 
wounding  their  feelings  when  a  sense  of 
duty  required  them  to  refuse  their  request, 
this  motion  would  render  a  signal  service 
to  the  state,  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
above  all  to  the  minister  himself.  Sthould 
this  even  not  be  the  happy  result,  still  the 
discussion  would  do  good.  Hediilered  dia* 
metrically  vviih  those  who  deprecated 
Irish  discussion  in  that  house.  It  was  im- 
portant that  such  discussion  should  take 
place ;  that  the  catholics  of  Ireliand  should 
see  that  there  were  persons,  in  parliament 
who  entered  into  their  feelings  and  es- 
poused their  cause  ;  that  the  eyes  of  the 
catholics  should  be  attracted  to  the  par- 
liament :  tor  if  ever,  fancying  themselves 
disregarded  or  forgot  here,  they  should  look 
anotftr  way,  the  danger  would  be  much 
greater.  He  was  therefore  never  alarmed 
by  catholic  petitions,  and  cared  not  ex- 
tremely in  what  manner  their  dissatisfac- 
tion was  expressed.  But  when  their  mur- 
murs should  become  not  loud  but  deep, 
when  they  should  no  longer  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  complain,  danger  would  be 
near  at  hand  ;  for  there  was  no  symptom 
so  truly  alarming,  or  which  so  surely  an- 
nounced the  near  approach  of  political  dis- 
solution, as  the  silence  of  a  discontented 
people.  Gentlemen  might  wonder  at  his 
taking  up  this  subject,  who  had  no  pecu- 
liar local  knowledge,  but  such  was  not  ne- 
cessary on  this  occasion.  AH  the  premises 
he  wanted  were  facts  that  were  notorious, 
all  the  conclusions  he  should  draw  were 
applicable  to  every  country  in  the  world. 
It  wotild  not  be  denied  that  the  Irish  ca- 
tholics were  greatly  discontented.  It  would 
not  be  denied  that  the  church  establish- 
ment in  Ireland  was  anomalous  ;  being 
forced  on  that  nation  after  conquest,  in 
opposition  to  the  religion  of  the  mass  of 
its  people ;  afibrding  the  singular  spec- 
tacle of  a  clergy  in  many  parts  without 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  people  without 
the  means  of  religious  worship ;  pastors 
without  a  flock,  and  flocks  without  a  pas- 
tor. It  must  be  supposed  either  with  the 
learned  doctor,  that  the  catholics  were 
hostile  to  the  state ;  or  it  must  be  supposed 
according  to   the  better  opinion  enter- 
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tained  on  his  side  of  the  house,  that  they 
were  at  least  in  great  danger  of  being  ren- 
dered so.     He  might  venture  to  state  that 
things   were  not  niendhig  ;  but  that  this 
great  branch   of  the   empire,  which   for 
some  time  past  had  been  a  source  of  weak- 
ness rather  than  of  strength,  was  in  some 
danger  of  becoming  a  fatal   tool  in   the 
hands  of  our  enemy  ;  an  enemy  who  aims 
at  nothing  less  than  our  extinction,  and  is 
already  at  our  gate.     What,  in  such  a  de- 
plorable state,  was  to  be  done,  might  be  a 
matter  of  difficult  inquiry,   and  require 
.  great  local  knowledge  ;    not  indeed  be- 
cause your  course  could  be  doubtful,  but 
because  vour  time  was  short.     But  it  could 
require  very  little  deliberation,  to  say  that 
you  ought  not  to  hasten  the  crisis   you 
dread    by  paltry  provocation   and  petty 
insults  :  th^tt  you  ought  not  to  encourage 
those  whose  whole  life  has  been  occupied 
in  irritating  and  insulting  them  :  that  you 
ought  not  by  marks  of  distinction  to  sane-, 
tion  the  language  of  those  who  declare 
them   enemies,    or  to  place  in  situations 
of  power  those  whom  they  regard  as  such. 
.    There  were  some  people  who,  viewing  the 
unexampled  success  of  the   enemy,  and 
how  (fatally  as   it   were)  all  those   who 
had  opposed  him  seetned  but  to-  work  out 
b<9  own  purposes,  were  led  to  conclude 
that  he  was  sent  as  a  scourge  to  accomplish 
the  total  overthrow  of  the  woiid.     With 
such  opinion,  Mr.  Barham  said,  he  did  not 
agree  ;  but  if  any  thing  could    lead  one 
into  so  gloomy  a  train  of  thought,  it  was 
what  was  passing  in  our  own  bosom.     He 
asked  what  would  Buonaparte  have  desired, 
in  order  to-  accomplish  the  subjugation  of 
Great  Britain,   but  to   divide   it  ?  What 
would  he  have  desired  in  order  to  divide 
it  ?  He  woul'd  'have  said,  let  the  govern- 
ment fall  into  the   hands,  not  of  bad  or 
weak  men,  for  of  such  the  influence  would 
be  small  and  the  power  short,  but  of  men 
who  stood  high  in  public  opinion  for  their 
character   and    talents;    but,   he  would 
have  added,  let  them  have  some  favourite 
I   prejudice  which  must  make  a  considerable 
■   body  of  the  people  regard  them  as  ene- 
mies ;  and  finally,  that  the  jealousy  may 
be  iiTeconcileable  and  fiatal,  let  the  subject 
of  k  be  retigioik     Unspeakable  were  the 
blessings  which  religion  had  showered  on 
mankind  ;    but  dreadfu-l    were  the  evils 
which    it  had    occasioned,  wliea  mixed 
with   an  alloy  of  human  prejudice  and 
passion.     Religious  seal,  when  pure,  did 
indeed  exalt  nran  above   manhood,   but 
when  corrupt  it  produced  actions  of  which 


human  nature  seemed  hardly  capable.    It 
was  dangerous  to  trust  it  too  cfasily ;  for 
we  saw  how,  with  even  a  small  degree  of 
prejudice,  it  could  lead  even   good  and 
wise  men  into  opinions  and  conduct  wide 
from  the  usual  benevolence  of  their  hearts, 
and  the  usual  intelligence  of  their  under- 
standings.     Gentlemen  boasted  of  their 
toleration.    For  toleration  such  as  theirs 
little  thanks  were  due.     They  could  not 
now,   were   they  so  disposed,  persecute 
with  the  rigour  with  which  not  catholics 
alone  but  protestants  also  had  persecuted, 
in  former  ages ;  they  could  not  now  deny 
all  exercise  of  their  own  religion  to  a  whole 
people  ;  but  they  were  as  intolerant  as  the 
age  would  al  low  them  to  be.     They  sought 
to  keep  this  religion  in  a  state  of  degrada- 
tion, depression,  and  difEculty,  and  they 
encouraged  those  who  represented  its  fol- 
lowers as  enemies  to  the  state.     How  dif^ 
ferent  a  course  would  the  christian  reli- 
gion direct,  as  it  came  pure  from  its  great 
author  ?  That  had  not  less  zeal  for  truth 
than  compassion  for  error;  that  required 
us  not  to  think  alike,  but  it  commanded  us 
to  love  one  another ;    that  sought  union 
indeed,  but  how  ?     It  taught  with  gentle- 
ness, it  persuaded  with  love.     Would  that 
approve   the  miserable  expedient  of  en- 
deavouring to  bring  over  the  catholics  by 
what  was  called  encouraging  one  religion 
and   discouraging  another  ;    making,  at 
most,  proselytes  of  a  few  knaves  ?  No  ; 
that  would  endeavour  to  bring  over  the 
religion  itself,  by  affording  its  followers 
every  means  of  improvement  and  instruc- 
tion.    No  man  would  deny  that  an  en- 
lightened catholic  of  the  present  day  was 
widely  different  from  an  ignorant  catholic, 
of  the  dark  ages.     Should  we  then  hav& 
brought  the  catholics  no  nearer  to  the  pro- 
testants, if  for  a  dark,  corrupt,  and  furious 
Catholicism,  we  could  substitute  the  Catho- 
licism of  enlightened  and  educated  men ; 
not  indeed  free  from  religious  error,  but 
purified  of  much  religious  error,  corrected 
of  all  false  morality  and  all  tenets  danger-^ 
ous  to  civi  Isociety  ?     Purified  and  cor- 
rected, how  ?     By  its    separation  frpm 
power  ;  power,  with  which  if  our  own  re» 
ligion  should  form  too  close  an  alliance^  it 
will  soon  be  degraded  and  corrupted  also^ 
It  was  not  necessary,  in  order  to  ascertain, 
what  was  perfect  toleration,  either  to  searcb 
in  books  for  definitions,  or  inquu-e  into  the 
etymology  of  the  word.    But  let  a&y  maa 
ask  himself  what  he  would  consider  as 
toleration  in  his  own  case.    If  he  had  &lly 
and  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  as  a 
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wibject  of  the  state,  he  would  expect,  that 
for  matters  which  lay  between  God  and 
his  own  conscience,  he  should  not  only  not 
be  punished,  but  also  that  he  should  not 
be  deprived  of  any  common  benefit  which 
his  fel]ow*8ubjects  enjoyed.     He   would 
ask  more  :  he  would  expect  that  he  should 
not  be  marked  by  any  odious  distinction, 
or  exposed  to  the  aversion  and  jealousy  of 
his  fellow-subjects.    All  this  was  included 
in  the  principle  of  toleration,  such  as  the 
christian  religion  would  teach,  or  a  wise 
policy  dictate;  less  than  this  might  be 
submitted  to,  but  less  than  this  would 
never  satisfy  any  man  who  felt  all  the 
rights,  and  was  willing  to  discharge  all  the 
duties,  of  a  good  subject. — He  believed 
that  his  religious  opinions  misht  lead  him 
as  far  from  the  tenets  of  the  Komish  faith 
as  those  of  any  man  in  the  house ;  but  he 
could,  not  approve  the  abhorrence  of  that 
religion,  which  was  inculcated  and  boast- 
ed of  as  if  it  were  a  virtue.     It  could  be 
no  longer  useful;  it  was  no  longer  just. 
When  this  religion  %vas  abused  by  wicked 
and  cruel  men  for  the  purpose  of  persecu- 
tion, it  was  natural  that  such  abhorrence 
should  be  created,  and  that  it  should  de- 
scend to  a  few  subsequent  generations  ; 
but  when  it  appeared  that  the  will  to  per- 
secute no  longer  existed,  and,  at  any  rate, 
the  power  was  gone,  why  nourish  senti- 
ments that  set  one  christian  against  ano- 
ther ?  On  what  ground  could  such  abhor- 
rence be  justified  ?  surely  not  on  the  te- 
nets of  their  faith,  a  matter  entirely  be- 
tween God  and  their  own  hearts.     On 
their  claim  to  exclusive  salvation,  which 
made  some  gentlemen  so  angry,  had  those 
a  right  to  be  angry  who  adopted  tjic  creed 
of  St.  Athanasius  ?  These  subjects  might 
be  very  proper  for  a  polemic  divine,  but 
would  be  very  ridiculous  for  a  member  of 
parliament,  or  a  chancellor  of  Ireland. 
For  his  own  part,  however  he  might  ditfer 
from  their  religious  opinions,  he  could 
not  easily  .be  brought  to  abhor  the  reli- 


wisest  and  best  men  ;  that  of  a  Fenelon  or 
a  Pascal ;  the  latter  of  whom  he  pro- 
nounced one  of. the  brightest  ornaments, 
and  perhaps  the  ablest  champion,  that 
Christianity  could  boa^t.  He  had  couched 
bis  motion  so  as  to  render  it  as  little  personal 
as  possible  ;  and  he  was  not  without  hopes 
that  it  would  be  rendered  unnecessary,  for 
he  was  not  without  hopes  that  the  learned 
gent,  would  rise  in  his  place  and  say  to 
the  house,  'What  I  said  respecting  the 
Catholics  is  my  sincere  opinion,  and  I 


stated  it  to  the  house  because  I  thought  it 
my  duty  so  to  do  ;  but  as  to  this  promo- 
tion, let  me  not  receive  it  if  it  can  cause 
the  least  discontent.-  I  will  accept  no 
dignity  that  shall  cost  my  country  so  dear ; 
far  be  it  from  me  to  become  '  right  hon- 
ourable '  at  the  expence  of  Irish  blood.' 
If  this  should  be  his  happy  course,  all  I 
can  say  (concluded  Mr.  Barhani)  is,  that 
every  good  man  in  England  or  Ireland  will 
regard  him  as  more  truly  '  honourable'  or 
'  right  honourable '  than  he  could  be  ren- 
dered by  any  mark  of  distinction  which 
kings  can  eitiier  give  or  take  away. — He 
concluded  by  moving,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections that  there  be  laid  before  this 
house,  Copies,  or  Extracts,  of  all  corres- 
pondence that  has  passed  between  the 
iord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  majesty's 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
ment, touching  the  appointment  of  Patrick 
Duigenan,  esq.  LL.D.  to  be  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's most  honourable  Privy  Council  in 
Ireland." 

The  question  being  put,  and  the  cry  of 
the  Noes  greatly  preponderating, 

Mr.  C,  Wynne  rose.  He  had  expected 
to  hear  some  reason  offered  for  an  appoint- 
ment likely  to  be  attended  with  so  much 
mischief.  The  necessity  of  the  presence 
of  the  learned  doctor  for  the  dispatch  of 
ecclesiastical  business  in  the  privy  council, 
which  was  alledged  the  other  night,  was  a 
mere  empty  excuse,  for  the  privy  council 
of  Ireland  exercised  no  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction whatsoever.  He  looked  upon 
this  appointment  as  precisely  similar  in 
motive  and  effect  to  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Giflard.  When  the  Catholics  were 
not  encouraged  to  hope  for  all  the  rights 
to  which  he  and  many  others  thought  thei^i 
entitled,  at  least  care  ought  to  be  taken  to 
avoid  what  would  have  the  appearance  of 
studiously  irritating  and  insulting  them. 
Sir-^.  IVellesley  declared,  that  the  keamed 


gion  which  had  been  that  of  some  of  the    gent,  so  frequently  alluded  to  on  this  oc- 


casion, had  not  himself  made  any  applica- 
tion whatever  for  the  appointment  which 
it  had  been  thought  fit  to  extend  to  him. 
The  appointment  had  been  recommended 
on  the  ground  that  the  learned  gent,  filled 
the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Prerogative 
Court,  the  holders  of  which,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  learned  doctor's  immediate 
predecessor,  had  sat  in  the  privy  council. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  ecclesiastical 
business  relating  to  the  union  and  disunion 
of   benefices  before    the  privy  council. 
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Glebe-houses  had  become  matter  of  more 
extensive  care,  in  consequence  of  an  act 
brought  in  by  a  right  hon.  gent,  (sir  J. 
Ts'€wpx)rt)  last  year.  The  presencie  of  the 
Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court  was  essen- 
tial to  the  dispatch  of  this  busuiess.  The 
appointment  being  necessary,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  character  of  the  learned 
gent,  to  render  it  improper.  The  lea;rned 
getrt.  might  have,  allowed  his  seal  for  the 
established  church  to  carry  him  into  lan- 
guage too  warm,  and  perhaps  indiscreet, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
be  called  to  the  service  of  government, 
where  he  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  do  service. 
The '  learned  gent,  wus  not  likely  to  be  a 
general  adviser  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  or 
to  be  called  upon  for  his  .advice.  He  was 
to  be  a  privy  counsellor  for  ecclesiastical 
aOairs.  Excessive  zeal  was  often  the  cause 
of  indiscreet  language  on  both  sides  of  the 
bouse,  and  every  example  that  was  cited 
.ought  to  serve  as  a  warning  to  both  .sides. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that  without  dis- 
tinction of  religion,  every  man  ought  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  service  to  the  state, 
where  he  was  particularly  qualified  to  do 
that  service,  and  on  that  ground  the  learned 
gent,  ought «to  be  appouited  of  the  privy 
council. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  he  had  little  idea, 
when  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  state  of  the  Irish  Church,  that  he 
was  by  any  means  promoting  such  a  curse 
to  the  country,  as  the  promotion  of  the 
learned  doctor.      On  what   grounds  did 
goverwment  seek  to  justify  so  extraordinary 
an    appointment  ?      Why,    because    the 
urgency  of  ecclesiastical  business  required . 
the  presence  of  a  distinguished  civilian. 
The  house  would  be  surprised  to  hear,  that 
in  England,  where  the  ecclesiastical  busi- 
ness was  tenfold,  the  number  of  ecclesisatics 
who  attended  the  privy  council  was  much 
liess  than  in  Ireland !     As  a  proof  of  this, 
he  referred  gentlemen  to  every  proclama- 
tion issut'd  from  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  to 
which  th6  names  of  two  or  three  bishops 
were  almost  always  attached.     But  why 
did  he  attempt,  from  any  official  reasons,  to 
proVe  the  little  necessity  there  was  for  the 
advancement  of  a  man  to  whom  there  was 
every    moral    and    political    objection  ? 
What!  would  it  be  wise  or  rational  to 
promote  a  man  who,  all  his  life — he  begged 
pardon,  he  believed  only  since  his  acces- 
sion to.  a  place    under    the    Protestant 
.  Church, — had  declared  himself  hostile  to 
the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  people? 
He  denied  thst  it  was  usual  to  appoint  the 


Judges  of  the  Prerogative  Court  privy 
counsellors ;  and  even  if  it  was,  he  would 
make  an  exception  here.  He  implored 
ministers  to  pause  and  see  what  they  w<ere 
about.  He  begged  them  to  review  the 
whole  tenor  of  their  intolerant  administra- 
tion. He  begged  them  not  daringly  and 
deliberately  to  drive  an  oppressed  but 
high-spirited  people  step  by  step  into  re- 
bellion ;  to  harrass  them  by  every  species 
of  outrage  and  insult. 

Mr.  Beretford  maintained  that  whoever 
charged  the  Soman  Catholics  with  being 
bad  subjects,  libelled  and  belied  them : 
but  to  call  in  question  any  -appointment 
for  language  made  use  of  in  parliament, 
however  indiscreet,  was  at  once  to  inter- 
fere  with  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  first  privilege  of  parliament,  free- 
dom of  speech. 

Mr.  Tierney  would  have  wished  much 
to  have  heard  some  of  his  majesty's  minis-* 
ters  undertake  to  defend  the  present  ap- 
pointment. All  that  he  knew^  of  the 
learned  doctor  who  was  the  object  of  it, 
was,  that  he  understood  him  to  be  a  man 
whose  life  had  been  occupied  in  religious 


contentions  ;    and  that  all  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  delivered  in  that  house, 
were  given  in  such  a  manner,  and  carried 
to  so  extravagant  a  length,  that  he  believ- 
ed there  was  not  a  single  member  m  the 
house  who  would  venture  to  say  that  lie 
concurred  with  him.     The  learned  doctor 
had  long  held  the  office  which  he  now  held, 
and  it  was  never  before  thought  necessary 
to  raise  him  to  tho  rank  of  privy  counsel- 
lor.    What  could  be  the  motive,  then,  of 
such  an  appointment  at  the  present  time  ; 
or  how  could  his  majesty's  ministers  sup- 
pose, that  in  recommending  such  an  a]>- 
point ment,  they  were  cherishing  that  uni- 
ty and  harmony  which  it  appeared  to  be 
his  majesty's  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  ? 
He  wished  to  hear  some  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  state,  for  what  merits  the  learn- 
ed doctor  had  been  recommended.     The 
sort  of  defence  of  the  appointment  which 
the  right  hon.  secretary  tor  Ireland  (sir  A. 
Wellesley)  had  made,  was  any  thing  but 
complimentat}'-  to  the  learned  doctor.  He 
had  stated,  that  his  power  of  doing  mi^ 
chief  would  be  very 'limited,  i^nd  that  he 
would  only  be  called  upon  for  his  advice 
on  'ecclesiastical  questions.     But  what  se- 
curity was  there  for  the  house  and  the 
country,  that  the  learned  doctor,  would 
abstain  from  any  of  the  duties  of  a  privy 
counsellor  ?     As  soon  as  he  was  appeint- 
ed,  he  might  think  h  his  ^y  to  omp  hi» 
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advice  on  all  subjects,  and  there  could  be 
very  little  doubt  of  the  tendency  of  his 
advice,  if  it  were  followed.     The  catholics 
of  Ireland  had  no  quarter  to  look  to  but 
that  house,  and  he  conceived  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  address  his  majesty, 
praying  him  not  to  listen  to  little  narrow- 
minded  bigots,  but  to  the  general  feeling 
of  his  people.    A  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
and  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  ap- 
peared this  night  in  a  situation  peculiarly 
awkward.     It  was  the  boast  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  be  the  representative  of  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt.     He  would  venture 
to  say,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  were  living,  he 
would  be  ashantcd  of  such  an  appointment 
as  would  raise  the  learned  doctor  tp  the 
rank  of  a  privy  counsellor,   and  that  he 
would  never  have  lent  himself  to  that  lit- 
tle  contemptible .  system  of  irritating  a 
people,  which  the  present  administration 
scppeared  to  have  adopted.      It  would  be 
hard'ibr  them  to  prove,  that  the  promo- 
tion of  Dr.  Duigenan  was  an  object  equal 
to  the  tranquillity  of  four  millions  of  sub- 
jects.     It  would  be  hard  for  them  to  per- 
suade the  catholics  of  Ireland  that  they 
had  nothing  to. fear  from  those  prejudices 
which   had  dictated  the  writings  and  the 
speeches  of  the  learned   doctor.     It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  pure,  wanton,   and 
gratuitous  insult  to  the  feelings  of  the  ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.     He  thought  it  was 
impossible  that  there  could  be  any  justifi- 
cution  for  it,  and  that  it  was  a  symptom  of 
a  general  system  to   be  adbpted   against 
the  rights  and  against  the  feelings  of  the 
catholics  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Robert  Williams  said  that  whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  what  was  called  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, he  could  by  no  means  approve  of  the 
system  which  seemed  now  to  be  adopted, 
of  heaping  insult  upon  insult  on  the  Ca-. 
tholics  of  Ireland.  Upon  the  general 
question  which  was  to  come  on,  he  might 
probably  be  of  the  same  opinion  which 
his  constituents  had  e:!cpressed;  but  he 
was  sure  his  constituents  never  could  ap- 
iprove  of  such  a  wanton  insult  as  this 
appeared  to  be  to  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. 

Colonel  Monta^  Mathcto  thought  it  an 
unpardonable  insult  to  Ireland,  and  every 
one  connected  with  "Ireland,  to  the  house 
of  commons,  and  to  the  empire  at  large, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  not  con- 
descend to  oner  any  explanation  on  this 
scandakras  appointment>  but  sat  silent  re- 
Ifim      "        ^ajerityi 


Lord  H.  Petti/  expressed  his  surprise, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  should  have 
thought  this  a  proper  time  for  promoting 
a  man  who  was  remarkable  for  nothing 
so  much  as  his  rooted  hostility  to  a  consi- 
derable proportion  of  the  population  of 
this  empire.  When  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the   house  did  not  ven- 

• 

ture  to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  the  man 
who  was  the  object  of  their  choice;  it  ap- 
,  peared  t6  him  that  their  silence,  however  , 
prudent,  must  yet  be  considered  as  a  guilty 
silence.  If  the  appointment  was  agreeable 
to  their  opinion,  they  ought  to  defend  it ; 
and  it  It  was  not  agreeable  to  their  opi- 
nion, they  should  not  have  made  it.  Their 
silence  might  be  in  some  respects  par-  . 
doned,  for  there  might  be  a  factitious  una- 
nimity in  silence;  whereas,  in  speaking, 
some  differences  might  have  arisen. 

Mr.  Cltrwen  said,  if  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Caniiine)  ever  had  any  portion  of 
the  respect  of  the  house  or  the  pu1)lic,  he 
must  or  ought  to  have  forfeited  it  by  his 
present  conduct.  When  the  world  saw 
that  house  debating  in  the  manner  they 
had  done  this  night,  it  was  impossible  not 
to  think  that  if  the  people  had  energy, 
the  ministers  had  none.  There  was  a  se- 
cret influence  in  the  cabinet  of  this  coun- 
try, which  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  spurned 
at,  and  which  any  man  who  had  been,  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  pretended  to  be,  in 
his  confidence,  and  emulated  his  conduct, 
must  equally  have  despised. 

Mr.  JV,  Smith  assured  the  hon  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  of  the  house> 
that  a  great  majority  of  those  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  regularly  voting  with  mi- 
nisters did  not  scruple  to  censure  the  mea- 
sure of  making  doctor  Duigenan  a  privy 
counsellor,  in  the  severest  terms.*  Not 
only  had  ministers  great  power  over  them- 
selves, but  they  seemed  also  to  possess 
complete  influence  over  those  of  their 
own  party,  in  preventing  them  'from  say- 
ing a  single  word  in  defence  of  this  most 
extraordinary  proceeding.  As  for  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  secretary  for 
Ireland,  the  reasons  which  he  had  given 
for  this  proceeding  were  not  only  wholly 
unsatisfactory,  but  he  did  not  beHeve 
them  to  be  the  true  reasons.  But  though 
he  had  no  hope  .of  extracting  any  expla- 
nati(m  or  defence  of  the  act  from  his  ma- 
jesty's confidential  ministers,  he  assured 
them  that  if  by  persisting  in  their  silence, 
they  believed  they  would  persuade  the 
country,  that  this  silence  arose  from  any 
other  cause  than  a  total  uability  to  vln^ 
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^icate  their  conduct  to  the  house  and  the 
public,  they  were  very  mgch  mistaken. 

Mr.  Windham,  seing  that  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  sat  still  completely  spell-bound, 
professed  to  entertain  very  little  hope  of 
rousing  them  from  the  state  of  silence  and 
stupor  into  which  they  had  fallen.  The 
feelings  which  this  silence  excited,  were 
in  the  first  instance  those  of  indignation ; 
but  these  had  already  subsided  into  com- 
passion, and  he  was  afraid  that  they 
would  terminate  in  ridicule  and  laughter. 
Never,  since  the  Speaker  sat  in  the  chair 
of  the  house,  was  there  an  example  of 
^uch  conduct  in  the  ofRcial  servants  of 
the  crov^n.  If,  however,  they  were  in- 
sensible to  what  they  owed,  both  to  their 
public  duty,  and  to  their  private  charac- 
ters, he  implored  them  to  have  pity  on 
those  from  whom  on  this  evening  they 
expected  support,  and  to  assign  some  rea- 
sons for  the  vote  which  they  expected 
them  to  give.  It  must  be  implicit  confi- 
dence indeed,  which  was  given,  when 
those  who  looked  for  it,  would  not  even 
deign  to  ask  it.  What  must  be  the  reli- 
gion, w^ere  a  monkey  is  the  god  ?  Would 
nothing,  he  asked,  operate  upon  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Canning)  who 
was  such  an  advocate  for  boldness  and 
openness  of  proceeding  ?  or  was  the  whole 
burthen  of  debate  on  that  side  of  the 
house  to  be  left  to  the  gallant  general  (sir 
A.  Wellesley)  and  the  hon.  gent,  under 
the  gallery  (Mr.  Beresford)  ?  The  former 
had  stepped  forward  with  much  zeal  and 
intrepidity ;  and  in  such  a  task,  courage 
was  certainly  wanting,  for  never  before, 
he  firmly  believed,  had  that  gallant  officer 
volunteered  on  such  a  forlorn  hope.  The 
amount  of  his  defence  was,  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  not  of  material  importance, 
and,  as  far  as  related  to  doctor  Duigenan 

Eersonally,  no  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
ended  from  it,  because  he  was  to  be 
tethered  down  in  the  council,  ahd  only  to 
be  let  .out  on  ecclesiastical  questions. 
The  other  hon.  gent,  chose  a  different  line 
of  argument ;  he  gave  up  both  the  cause 
and  the  doctor  ;  contending  that  the  pro- 
poser of  the  motion  should  be  nonsuited, 
t)ecause  it  was  not  laid  on  proper  grounds., 
He  had  not,  however,  condescended  to 
state  any  grounds  for  the  vote  of  those  who 
were  expected  to  oppose  it.  The  hungry 
sheep  looked  up,  but  they  were  not  fed  ; 
they  were  not  gratified  with  the  boon  of 
so  much  as  a  single  argument.  In  oppo- 
sition to  the  allegation  of  the  gallant  offi- 
cer, Mr.  Windham  contended,  that  the 


appointment  was  of  the  utmost  importance, 
when  combined  with  the  other  acts  of  mi- 
nisters, the  tenure  by  which  they  held 
their  offices,  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Gif&rd, 
and  the  curtailed  grant  to  the  college  of 
Maynooth,  in  the  discussion  of  which,  to 
use  a  vulgar  phrase, '  the  cat  had  been 
let  out  of  the  bag ;'  and,  after  much  legal- 
grammatical  discussion  on  the  meaning  of 
the  word  toleration,  which  was  derived 
from  tolero,  to  endure,  had  avowed  their 
intention,  not  indeed  of  altogether  starving 
tlie  catholics,,  but  of  putting  them  upon 
short  allowance  of  religious  instruction. 
Never,  he  confessed,  was  there  such  an  in- 
stance of  infatuation  as  they  had  exhibited 
on  that  occasion,  for  though  they  found 
the  thing  ready  done  to  their  hands, 
nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  undoing 
it.  The  present  appointment  was  a  symp- 
tom indicative  of  their  intention  to  perse- 
vere in  the  same  system,  and  might  be 
considered  as  .a  red  flag  hung  out  to  the 
Irish  catholics. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  thought  it  impossible  to 
add  to  the  arguments,  or  the  provocation, . 
which  had  been  used  to  stimulate  ministers 
to  speak  upon  the  present  question.  He 
could  only  now  ask  these  right  hon.  gentle- 
men, in  the  language  which  had  been  put 
to  a  noble  lord  on  another  occasion ; 
'  Will  you  yet  sit  still  in  dumb  despair  V 
He  asked  whether  they  were  like  a  jury, 
agreed  among  themselves,  and  if  they 
were,  to  speak  by  their  foreman.  They 
seemed  to  be  completely  spell-bound,  as 
had  just  been  stated  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  ;  but  he  perceived  from  their  coun- 
tenances that  they  were  yet  alive.  He 
could  easily  read  in  the  countenance  of  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning),  who  was 
fond  of  sometimes  reading  in  his,  that  that 
right  hon.  gent,  was  fully  as  impatient  of 
his  silence  as  was  the  house,  and  that  if  he 
would  speak  his  sentiments,  it  would  be 
in  reprobation  of  the  appointment  of  doc- 
tor Duigjnan  to  a  seat  in  the  privy  council. 
It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  there  was  no 
sympathy,  no  union  in  the  cabinet,  and 
that  ministers  were  united  only  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  disuniofi.  He  ob- 
served that  many  gentlemen  who  were 
very  regular  in  their  attendance  were  ab- 
sent from  the  houje  this  evening,  and 
among  these  several  zealous  supporters  of 
ministers  ;  but  of  those  who  were  present, 
he  demanded  if  there  was  a  sinsie  man 
who  would  rise  up  and  approve  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  doctor  Duigenan  to  the  office 
of  privy  counsellor.      Kcverting  tp  the 
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obstinate  silence  of  ministers,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  expressed  an  apprehension  that  the 
incantation  ATOuld  not  be  dissolved  till  one 
of  the  parties  went  forth  into  the  lobby. 
But  when  they  did  regain  their  power  of  ut- 
terance, he  expected  that  they  would  make 
ample  amends  for  their  present  tacitur- 
nity. He  had  read  somewhere,  that  when 
the  crew  of  lord  Anson's  ship  of  discovery 
were  in  the  cold  latitude,  their  tongues 
seemed  to  be  frost-bound,  but  that  as  soon 
as  they  came  into  more  temperate  regions, 
there  was  a  clatter  among  them  quite  as 
remarkable  as  their  former  silence.  In 
like  manner,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
bon.  gentlemen  were  now  treasuring  up  all 
the  shot  that  was  fired  against  them,  with 
the  intention  of  discharging  it  back  against 
their  assailants  in  a  single  volley  on  some 
early  occasion.  He  concluded  with  strong- 
ly expressing  his  opinion,  that  the  learned 
doctor  was  the  most  unfit  man  who,  could 
possibly  be  chosen  for  a  privy  cousellor  in 
Ireland. 

INIr.  Lockhart  rose,  amidst  a  loud  cry  -of 
'question!  question!'  He  said,  from  the 
turn  the  debate  had  taken  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house  he  should  wish  for  some 
little  information.  He  was  anxious  to 
know  how  far  they  meant  to  carry  their 
intolerance  ?  Hitherto  they  had  been  de- 
bating how  far  the  disabilities  of  the  Ca- 
tholics were  to  be  taken  off.  The  house 
was  now  discussing  how  far  a  learned 
gentleman,  who  had  expressed  an  ardent 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
was  unfit  for  a  situation  of  trust  and  honour. 
Instead  of  removing  the  Catholic  disabi- 
lities, the  gentlemen  opposite  called  upon 
the  house  to  degrade  a  man  for  using 
strong  language  in  favour  of  his  religion 
If  this  was  their  religious  toleration,  he 
was  afraid  it  might  degenerate  into  reli- 
gious apathy  and  indifference. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  he  was  aware  that 
a  member  who  brought  forvi'ard  a  specific 
motion,  was,  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  en- 
titled Eo  reply,  but  as  nothing  in  the  shape 
of  argument  had  been  urged  on  the  other 
side>  he  had  his  doubts  whether  he  should 
avail  hinaself  of  the  courtesy  granted  upon 
such  occasions.  The  hon.  member  then 
briefly  adverted  to  some  observations  wljich 
fell  from  the  other  side ;  after  which  the 
house  divided : 

For  Mr.  Barham's  Motion,  107 ;  Against 
it,  179;  Majority,  67. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Thmday,,  3Jay  1 2. 


[Duchess  of  Brunswick.]  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration his  majesty's  Message, 

Lord  HaiL'kesbuh/  observed,  that  he  could 
not  think  it  necessary  to  detain  the  house 
with  more  than  a  few  words,  in  order  to 
induce  them  cheerfully  to  concur  in  the 
recommendation  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  delivering  from  his  majesty.  When 
their  lordships  recollected  the  military 
talents  and  general  character  of  the  duke 
of  Bruiiswick  ;  when  they  recollected  the 
share  he  bore  in  a  contest,  which  was  not 
more  the  contest  of  Prussia  than  of  Eng- 
land ;  when  they  recollected  his  hard  fate, 
his  melancholy  fall,^  and  the  indignity 
offered  even  to  his  remains  by  the  ruler  of 
France,  all  of  which  must  be  still  green  in 
their  lordships  recollections  ;  when  they 
reflected  how  all  those  sufferings  of  that 
illustrious  person  must  have  preyed  on  the 
feelings  of  his  illustrious  consort,  in  whose 
behalf  this  recommendation  came  from  his 
majesty,  for  the  comfort  and  dignity  of  her 
age  and  rank  ;  when  they  reflected  on  her 
near  relation  to  his  majesty  ;  they  would 
surely  do  with  alacrity,  what  that  house 
was  ever  ready  to  do — give  eager  proof  of, 
their  attachment  and  afrection  to  their  so- 
vereign, in  furthering  whatever  object 
they  knew  he  had  at  heart.  His  lordship 
concluded  with  moving  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  assuring  his  majesty  that  that 
house  would  cheerfully  concur  in  promot- 
ing the  purpose  of  his  royal  communication. 

Lord  Auckland  spoke  highly  in  praise  of, 
the  virtues  of  the  illustrious  duchess,  and 
was  sure  that  every  loyal  subject  would 
readily  agree  to  the  address. 

The  Earl  of  Laudtrdale  rose,  not  to  dp- 
pose  the  address,  but  to  naiTow  the  grounds 
on  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  proposed. 
The  house  had  nothing  now  to  do  with 
the  military  talents  ana  career  of  the  duke 
of  Brunswick,  or  with  the  contest  in  which 
he  had  last  been  engaged.  All  the  house 
should  consider  was,  that  the  illustrious  per- 
son for  whom  such  an  establishment  was 
proposed  was  very  nearly  connected  with 
his  majesty  ;  for  if,  in  the  present  state  of* 
the  continent,  every  unfortunate  prince  or 
princess  were  to  seek  a  retreat  and  an 
establishment  in  this  country,  merely  on 
the  score  of  their  misfortunes,  it  was  not 
unlikely  that  we  might  have  many  candi- 
dates for  the  bounty  of  the  British  nation. 
If  lie  was  not  wrongly  informed,  this  illus- 
trious person  had  already  a  pension  on  the 
Irish  establishment,  which,  with  what  was 
now  proposed,  which  he  understood  to  be 
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10,000/.  per  annum,  would  arUount  to  an 
income  of  1  l^OOOL  a  sum  which  he  would 
not  say  was  either  too  great  or  too  little  ; 
but  this  he  must  observe,  that  the  house  in 
granting  it,  were  not  very  consistent ;  for 
surely  if  the  sister  of  the  king,  who  was 
only  the  daughter  of  a  prince  of  Wales, 
was  entitled  to  such  an  establishment,  the 
daughters  of  the  king  of  England  should 
be  entitled  at  least  to  the  same,  while  it 
was  well  known  the  princesses  were,  not 
allowed  even  one  half  of  that  sum.  This 
inconsistency,  however,  he  should  now 
leave  to  the  reflection  of  their  lordships.— 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  address, 
and  agreed  to  nem.  diss. 
.  [Offices  IN  Reversion  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  that  the  bill  for  suspending  the  mak- 
ing' ^  such  grants  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose,  and  re- 
peated his  objections  to  the  bill.  It  was 
wholly  different  in  principle  from  the  bill 
that  had  been  introduced  in  the  com- 
^nencement  of  the  session,  and  was  by  no 
means  such  as  the  committee  of  finance 
had  in  contemplation,  or  as  the  country 
was  led  to  expect.  If  that  was  all  the  com- 
mittee of  finance  thought  of  doing,  then, 
indeed,  the  people  would  be  disappointed. 
He  fondly  hoped  to  see  the  enquiries  pene- 
trate into  the  great  departments  of  govern- 
ment, the  navy,  the  army,  the  ordnance, 
wliere  great  and  essential  savings  might 
be  made  :]  but  if  their  object  was  only  to 
abolish  some  sinecure  places,  which  he 
rather  thought  should  be  retained  for  the- 
reward  of  public  services,  then,  instead 
of  promoting  economy,  it  might  be  found 
'  that  they  would  have  increased  expence. 
But  nothing  more  displeased  him  in  the 
bill,  than  seeing  it  was  the  result  of  a 
petty  compromise  between  ministers,  who 
wished  to  secure  their  places,  and  that 
party  by  whom  this  bill  had  hitherto  been 
opposed,  and  who  possessed  a  secret  influ- 
ence which  was  known  to  be  able  to  make 
or  unmake  ministers. 

Lord  Harrotvby  perfectly  concurred  with 
the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  retaining  some  fund  from 
which'  his  majesty  might  be  enabled  to 
reward  sei*vices,  where  the  persons  who 
had  rendered  those  services,  had  not  been 
born  to  hereditary  wealth.  Such  a  ^nd, 
h^  thought  sinecure  places  mip^ht  contri- 
bute to  supply.  He  differed  widely, 
however,  from  that  noble  lord  as  to  his 
insinuations  of  a  compromise  ;  did  not  the 
very  nature  of  the  constitution  depend  on 
connpromise  ?  otherwise,  could  public  bu- 


smess  be  carried  on  for  a  moment  without 
practical  compromises  ?  He  thought  the 
house  of  commoas  had  acted  wisely  in 
new-modelling  the  bill ;  and  that  their 
lordships  acted  wisely  in  assenting  to  it. 

Lord  Holland  was  surprised  to  see  the 
house  deserted  by  those  who  had  prognos- 
ticated such  alarming  mischiefs  from  the 
bill.  This  to  him  was  a  new  proof  that 
the  passing  of  .the  present  bill  was  a  mat- 
ter of  compromise  ;  not  of  that  sort  of 
compromise  of  which  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite had  just  spoken,  but  a  compromise 
that  was  to  keep  ministers  in  their  places, 
while  they  removed  the  objections  of  that 
party  upon  whom  their  power  was  known 
to  depend. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  and  the  Lord  Chan« 
cellor  disclaimed  the  doctrine  that  the  bill 
was  subversive  of  the  constitution,  inimi- 
cal to  the  prerogative,  or  repugnant  to 
the  dignity  of  that  house.  If  it  had  any 
such  tendency,  it  never  should  have  had 
their  countenance  and  support. 

The  Earl  of  Damkif  did  not  think  the 
bill  sufficient,  but  he  still  should  support  it, 
and  consider  it  as  a  pledge  of  what  the 
house  was  further  disposed  to  do,  and,  as  a 
pledge  which  he  trusted  they  would  re- 
deetn. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  12. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Mr.  >Vi5:^  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  land -owners, 
corn  masters,  and  maltsters,  of  the  county 
of  Cambridge,  against  the  proposed  mea- 
sure of  exclusive  Distillation  from  Sugar. 
He  hoped  that  the  chairman  and  members 
of  the  West  I^idia  committee,  who  had 
recommended  that  measure,  would  not 
bring  forward  the  motion  on  Monday,  but 
that  they  would  give  time  for  the.  satistiic- 
tory  examination  of  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments that  accompanied  the  report.  .  The 
importance  oi'  the  measure  required  ma- 
ture deliberation,  and  he  was  sui^  the 
committee  could  not  wish  to  hurry  it 
tlu*ough  the  house. 

Lord  Binning  had  certainly  no  wish  for 

improper  haste,  but  no  delay  could  take 

•place  consistently  with  any   prospect  of 

carrying  the  measure  into  ellect  this  year. 

After  a  few  words  from  sir  J.  Newport, 
the  Speaker  put  a  stop  to  the  conversation 
as  irregular,  a^d  lord  Binning  being  again 
appealed  to,  declared,  that  for  the  reasons 
already  stated  by  him,  he  must  persist  in 
bringing  forward  his  motion  on  Monday. 
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ROUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  12. 


[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Major  Palmer 
mored.  That  the  house  shpuld  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Re- 
port on  Mt.  Palmer's  Petition. 

The  Chancelior  qfthe  Exdiequcr  gave  his 
consent  to  the  motion,  on  the  ground,  that 
ft  Committee  would  afford  the  most  satis- 
factory mode,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  honourable  mover,  for  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  case :  he  begged,  however, 
to  be  understood  as  by  no  means,  from  his 
acquiescence  in  this  step,  giving  his  con- 
currence to  the  measure,  or  assenting,  in 
any  degree,  to  the  principle  of  opening 
anew  an  arrangement  long  closed. — ^The 
house  having  gone  into  a  Committee, 

Major  Palmer  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
— Sir  ;   Betbre  I  state  the  grounds  of  the 
motion  I  mean  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
jtion  of  the  house,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  reason  which 
has  induced  me  to  come  forward  on  this 
occasion.     I  trust  I  shall  stand  acquitted 
of  any  impropriety  in  being  the  advocate 
of  w^at   may  be  considered,    in  some 
degree,  my  own  cause.     I  am  fully  aware 
of  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion, and  how  much  I  stand  in'  need  of  the 
patience  and  kind  consideration  of  those 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  address,  to 
enable  me  to  execute  what  I  have  felt  my 
duty  to  undertake.    The  difficulty  I  speak 
of  consists  solely  in   that  apprehension 
which  I  conceive  ipust  be  natural  to  any 
one,  like  myself^  unaccustomed  to  address 
this  house,  and  which  I  think  may  have 
occurred  even  to  those  whose  abilities  jus- 
tified a  confidence  in  themselves,  %vhich  I 
only  derive  from  a  conviction  that,  in  the 
present  instance,  no  talents  on  my  part 
can  be  requisite. — ^I  beg  to  assure  the 
house,  that  whatever  my  own  feelings  may 
be,  I  have  not  a  wish  to  excite  an  interest 
with  them  beyond  that  of  honouring  me 
with  their  attention,  and  doing  that  impar- 
tial justice  in  this  case  to  which,  if  their 
own,  they  might  conceive  themselves  en- 
titled ;  and  that  1  have  no  motive  in  per- 
sonally bringing  it  forward,  but  to  conduct 
any  discussion  that  may  be  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  Petitioner  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  shew  how  much  be  wishes  to  avoid 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  to  those 
with  whom  it  may  have  been  his  misfor- 
tune to  have  difiered  on  this  subject,  and 
those  of  whose  liberality  in  leaving  it  to 
the  unbiassed  decisioa  of  the  only  court  to 
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which  he  can  appeal,  no  onp  will  be  more 
sensible  than  himself. — Sir ;    I  mean,  as 
shortly  as  possible,  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  house;    and  to  this  eitect,  shall 
merefy  move  to  read  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  and  follow  it  wi^h  a  motioa 
conformably  to  the  observations  therein 
contained.     Shoulc^such  motion  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  house,  it  will  be  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  give  it  further  trouble  ; 
but  in  the  event  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  I 
humbly  beg  leave  to  express  my  wish, 
that  1  may  be  allowed  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  answering  the  (objections 
which  may  occur  to  any  hon.  gentlemen 
who  have  read  the  Evidence  upon  which 
this  Report  is  founded.     In  doing  this,  iiv, 
I  presume  not  for  a  moment  to  prevent 
other  hon.  gentlemen  from  offering  their 
sentiments  ;  particularly  those  to  whom  I 
feel  so  highly  indebted  for  the  pains  they 
have  taken  in  the  investigation  of  this 
business,  and  that  time  and  attention  they 
bestowed  upon  it  in  the  Committee.     But 
having,  as  I  hope,  made  m3rself  master  of 
the  subject,  I  think  an  earl.er  reply  on  my 
part  than  I  believe  is  customary  with  the 
mover  of  a  question,  may  tend,  perhaps,  in 
some  measure,  to  shorten  this  discussion  ; 
and  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  answer 
such  objections  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house,  I  am  sure  the  advocates  in  the 
cause  will  not  regret  any  trouble  I  may  be 
the  means  of  saving  them  in  its  defence* 
nor  feel  the  less  inclined,  in  case  of  failure 
on  my  part,  to  render  me  that  assistance  I 
may  stand  in  need  of. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  having 
been  read.  Major  Palmer  submitted  the 
following  Resolution  e  viz.  "  That  this 
"  house  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer  is 
'*  entitled  to  the  sum  of  £i  1,500  a  year, 
"  together  with  £,  2.  lOs,  per  cent,  on  the 
"  net  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  exceeding 
"  the  sum  of  £,  240,000 ;  to  be  paid  up 
*'  from  the  5th  of  April  1703,  and  during 
"  his  life,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
"  his  Appointment  of  1789 ;  deducting 
'*  the  sum  of£,  3000  a  year  received  sub* 
"  sequent  to  the  5th  of  April  1793.^' 

Mr.  Long  rose  and  said : — I  cannot 
avoid  acknowledging,  that  I  feel  very  great 
astonishment  at  the^house  beim?  now  called 
upon  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  ail 
arrangement  which  they  had -specifically 
decided  upon  several  years  before,  and 
which  I  have  alwava  considered  to  be  a 
transaction  perfectly  satistetory  to  the 
public  mind.  A  Committee  was  appointed 
in  1707,  upon  whose  Report  paruapieal 
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decided  against  the  merits  rf  a  P^titioii 
{precisely  similar  to  this^  and  I  cannot  coo* 
eeiye  upon  what  grounds  the  hon.  gent, 
hopes  that  the  present  hous^  of  commons 
im\\  act  so  inconsistently  with  th«ir  former 
opinion  as  to  agree  to  the  present  motion. 
The  grounds  of  their  former  decision  were, 
that  Mr.  Palmer  had  failed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  agre^ent.    Mr.  P.  was  bound 
to/  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  station  in  the 
Post  0£&ce  to  which  he  had  been  appoint- 
ed ;    he  failed  in  that  respect,  and  upon^ 
that  failure  he  was  removed.    Mr.  P.  was 
first  suspended  for  refusing  to  obej  the 
orders  of  the  Post-Masters  General,  for 
endeavouring  to  throw  the  Post  Office 
into  confusion,  to  create  unnecessary  ex- 
pence,  and  to  render  the  delivery  of  letters 
iate.   '  [Here  the  right  hon.  gent,  read 
Various  extracts  from  Mr.  Palmer  s  Corre- 
spondence with  his  Deputy  Mr.  Boniior.  (a)] 


Af):er  the  perusal  of  letters  like  these,  I 
cannot  forbear  mentioning  my  surprize, 
that  it  is  possible  for  the  committee  to  have 
sent  in  such  a  Report  as  that  which  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand — aBeport  recommending 
Mr.  Palmer's  regard  to  economy !   when 
the  fact  established  by  the  letter  respect* 
ing  Wilson  proves  so  gross  a  want  of  it 
upon  Mr.  Palmer's  part.     The  charge  of 
creatine  unnecessary  confusion  in  the  Post 
Office  I  think  is  amply  substantiated  by 
certain  arrangements  recommended  with 
respect  to  the  inferior  persons  in  the  Comp« 
troller  General's  Office.  It  was  said  in  these 
letters  that  one  of  the  persons  so  recom- 
mended, instead  of  doing  his  duty  would 
employ  his  time  in  quarrelling  with  his 
superiors.    The  late  delivery  of  letters  is 
also  mentioned  in  the  letters  to  be  a  pro- 
bable consequence  of  some  of  the  arrange- 
ments recommended.     Afler  all  ihh,  it 


(a)  Letters  Jrom  Ma-   Palmer  to  Ma. 
BoNNoa ,;  delivered  to  the  Postmaster  General 
by  Mr.  BoNNo*.**-[B£port,  p.  66.] — Salis- 
bury, October  16th,   1788.— Dear  B.— I 
hear,  by  Lloyd,  of  the  fag  you  have  at 
Bow  Street:    whoever  the  villain   is,  I 
hope  it  will  be  brought  home  to  him,  and 
that  severe  example  may  put  a  stop  to 
these  frauds  so  disgraceful  to  our  office. 
You  have  not  been  able,  I  suppose,  to  see 
%ose  about  Morse's  application. — If  you 
could  send  to  Chinnerv  about  it,  or  get 
some  answer  or  other  for  Morse,  I  should 
be  glad.     I  will  write  to  lord  W.  to-mor- 
row ;  he  is  going  on  just  right :  I  hope 
you  have  kept  his  letters;  as  they  would 
justify  any  thing  ever  so  absurd  or  extra- 
vagant.— The  leteoa  I  would  have  given 
Wilson  is  this ;   tkat  it  is  impossible  for 
me,  or  any  one  the  most  ignorant,  not  to 
be  sensible  to  the  shameful  conduct  of  the 
business,  or  charges  of  his  biHs,  and  not 
officially  to  condemn  it ;  at  the  same  time, 
I  have  recommended  lord  W.  to  pay  it,  and 
$baU  continue  to  do  so :    as,  having  made 
the  charge,  if  he  recedes  itom  it,  it  will  be 
proclaimin]|ir  himself  a  rascal.    I  think  lord 
W.  saw  Wilson  himself,  and  give  him  or- 
ders to  spare  no  expence,  &c.  if  so,  that 
should  be  the  point. pressed  by  Wilson.-^*- 
I  shall  advise  him  to  see  Wilson,  who  must 
•be  d-d  firm  with  him ;  insist  on  every 
article  being  just ;   that  he  has  charged 
Nothing  for  his  trouble,  that  200  /.  could  not 
pay  his  loss  in  his  other  business,  by  at- 
tending to  this#  which  made  him  very  ill ; 
-t-4ihe  first,  time  his  character  was  called  in 
question^  to  be  suspected  and  trf  at«d  aa  this 


manner,  after  all  he  has  done.for  the  office, 
the  world  will  cry  shame  on  it ;  that  to 
get  down  the  price  for  carrying  the  Mail, 
&c. — that  they  understood  they  should 
always  hare  Sd.  a  mile  the  first  prtee; 
that  m  obeying  my  orders,  and  assisting 
to  get  it  down  to  a  penny,  he  got  the  ill^ 
vrxH  of  aH  his  partners  and  friends ;  that 
be  sow  they  wooki  not  do  it  muck  longer, 
if  they  had  not  their  old  price,  and  what 
they  deserved,  for  they  lost,  God  knows 
what  by  it ;  but  if  he  was  to  be  treated  in 
this  shabby  way,  he  kn&w>  what  he  had  to 
do,  and  should  take  care  of  himself,  ^c. 
&c.  Itc.    This  is  a  private  hint  and  advice 
firomyour  friendship  to  him;    that  you 
know  I  shall  not  object  to  his  taking  any 
merit  to  himself,  to  get  him  out  of  his  pre- 
sent scrape.-^Tbe  matter  should  be  quietly 
to  throw  this  load  upon  his  lordship ;    let 
him  be  bullied,  perplexed,  and  frightened] 
and  made  apprehensive  that  his  rodish  in* 
terforence  may  even  occasion  a  rising  of 
the  mail  prices  at  S0,000/.  ^r  annum 
difference  to  the  office:    Thmk  of  alt 
this,  for  he  must  not  escape  this  bout ; 
the  fun  would  be  to  get  Wilson  to  a 
board,  and  let  him  bamboozle  his  lordship 
with  his  slouch  and  his  slang  and  his  black- 
guard.    Wilson  must  be  well  lessoned ; 
telV  him  lord  W.'s  decoration  to  me'in  his 
letter  about  the  bill,  but  that  I  ^lall  still 
advise  payment.    I  hope  to  get  to  Bath 
ere  ttie  post  goes  off;   if  I  should,  any 
thing  in  your  letters  there  to  answer.-^ 
Your's  truly,  J.  Palicbr. — Can  any  thing 
be  so  gross  as  lord  W.  sending  his  letter  to 
.  BMB  qpen  t^  BraitkwwtOy  and  demBj  lam 
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wouM  have  b«en  highly  improper  had  the 
l!*i*8asury  permitted  Mr*  P.  to  retaia  bis  si- 
tuation any  longer;  and  upon  such  premises 

4 

to  give  his  opinion  on  a  surTe3^Qr  for  Scot- 
landj  without  saying  a  syllable  to  we, 
who  am  just  returned  thence  ?  But  I  know 
the  gentl^nian  pretty  wellj  and  his  shallow 
views. 

Isle  of  Wight,  May22d,  178P.— Dear 
JBonnor^ — ^I  should  rather  imagine,  by  .your 
letter,  that  the  deed  could  not  be  done 
.etteciually,  without  betraying  that  some 
ipains  OA  our  parts  were  taken  to  effect  it ; 
unless  therefore  a  thorough  and  .pomplete 
dust  could  be  kicked  up,  and  a  glorious 
confusion,  better  forbid  the  account  being 
takea  at  all,  and  assume  a  merit  in  prevent- 
ing mkohief  You  will  however  determine 
.as  you  see  ht,  that  which  may  be  best. 
The  horse  fell  with  me  about  two  .miles 
this,  aide  Southampton ;  he  was  so  stunned 
.that  be  rolled  on  my  kg,  and  lay  on  it  so 
•that  I  feared  it  was  broke,  hut  thank  God  it 
is  whole,  though  much  b'aised  ;  take  care 
therefore,  and  be  cautious  of  riding  your . 
mare  again,  af^er  the  hints  she  has  giv«n 
you.  roor  Toby  had  given  me  two  or 
three  gentle  warnings,  which  I  was  fool 
^enough  to  neglect.  Oar  best  compli- 
ments to  tibe  ladies ;  Mrs.  Palmer  is  very 
^odiffecent ;  the  girls  well. — ^£ver  your  s 
truly,  J.  pALiias.^— All  unite  in  love  to  Tom 
and  Charles. 

Witdemess,  September  30th,  1 790.  — 
DEARBoNNoa; — ^You  have  managed  vastly 
well.-^f,  like  TrappoUn,  I  was  made  king 
for  a  day,  I  should  say  like  him,  I  believe. 
Take  me  these  two  coxcombly  lords  to 
'  ■ — .    The  soreness  <>f  the  business  is 
«-Lord  W.  just  after  my  last  return  from 
^Scotland,  went  into  a  curious  investigation, 
.and  a  sort  of  reform  of  that  Office  without 
the  least  comqiunication  whatever  with 
.me,  and  in  the  coarsest  manner  to  Oli- 
phant ;  made  some  confusion,  and  did  no- 
thing.    The  .business  will  now  be  really 
and  effectually  done,  and  without  advising 
with  his  Lordship,  and  I  will  defy  them 
to  undo  it.    I  sent  to  them  for  the  papers 
and  reports,  or  copies  of  them,  by  Hasker. 
They  sent  word  being  official  papers  they 
4:ould  not  part  with  them,  but  would -send 
jne  copies;   which  they  bav^  not  done. 
£very  thing  being  nearly  finished,  the 
.only  way  I  could  comply  with  their  orders, 
if  they  should  think  ppo|)er  to  rapeat  them, 
Hivottld  be  to  send  to  Freeling,  that,  as  by 
iiny  directions  he  had  carried  into  exccu- 
JlioQ  many  regalations  for  the  improve- 


I  must  assjcrt  and  argue  that  Mr.  P.  is  en- 
titled neither  to  the  l,500/»  per  ann.  nor 
to   thQ  increased  revenue  of  the  Post 


ment  of  the  correspondence,  &c.  which 
had  already  been  productive  of  good  ef- 
fects. It  was  the  Postmaster  General's 
pleasure  that  he  should,  as  far  as  he  pos- 
sibly could,  put  it  back  in  the  same  irregu- 
lar, and  confused  state  he  found  it : — But 
they  are  not  such  miserable  fools  to  press 
it. — ^They  will  be  entering  some  absurd 
resolutipnSj  that  tbe  Comptroller  General 
having  done  so  and  so,  that  in  future  no 
regulations  shall  take  place,  without  first 
having  their  sanction. — ^I  really  have  al- 
ways felt,  that  every  material  alteration, 
&c.  should  have  their  sanction  ;  but  that 
it  is  impossible  with  lord  W.  to  do  this, 
and  unless  the  constitution  of  the  office 
was  altered,  it  must^be  so  if  they  insist  on 
it. — I  certainly  could  expose  them  moiit 
damnably ;  but  3  or  4,000  a  year  must 
not  be  trifled  with ;  though  if  it  ws^  not  for 
the  children,  I  should  like  to  lead  them 
on  to  a  downright  quarrel,  and  a  thorough 
exposure  of  them.  If  there  were  men  of 
sense  at  the  head  of  the  department,  I 
could  not  have  a  dispute  with  them. — I 
have  sent  your  letter  to  Lott,  which  is 
Vastly  well;  I  have  told  him  to  mform 
the  proprietors  where  the  fault  lay.  Yon 
see,  that  I  ought  not  to  hazard  the  most 
distant  -possibility  of  these  worthy  peera 
saying  to  me.  You  do  not  pay  the  con- 
tractors their  money.  I  hope  a  few  days 
will  complete  all  your  accounts  and  work 
up  the  rubbish,  that  you  and  Mrs.  Bonnes 
may  have  a  quiet  dip  in  tbe  sea,  and  bp 
set  up  for  the  winter.  I  think  of  passing 
thi'ough  town  in  my  way  to  Bath,  about 
the  10th  or  12th  of  next  month;  and  if 
you  think  it  necessary,  will  meet  Sir  Ben- 
jamin and  the  partnership.  I  should  wish 
my  accounts  to  be  given  to  Maskelyn  soon 
as  Gosnell  can,  to  look  over  against  I 
come  up.  Soon  as  you  return  from  the 
sea,  I  shall  want  to  talk  to  you  about  ^a 
new  and  general  Post  Office  Act,  which 
X  have  occasionally  mentioned  to  you,  ^ni 
other  matters.  Will  you  see  Maskelyo, 
and  let  all  the  guards  and  incident  bills  be 
now  settled ;  ror  that  insidious  Lord  W. 
though  be  has  himself  occasioned  the 
delay,  exclaims  about  the  poor  people. 
Day,  and  all  together,  would  soon  do  it ; 
the  sooner  too  we  can  send  in  the  proposed 
Officers,  and  their  arrears,  &c.  the  better* 
Your*s  ever,  J.  pALMEU.--.Hope  to  reaqh 
Hastings  to-m^orrow^ — It  is  certainly  right 
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Office  with  official  services.  I  perfectly 
recollect^  that  this  was  not  only  the  im- 
pression upon  my  owti  mind,  hut  also  upon 

to  take  care  of  every  paper  that  passes 
betwixt  the  Postmaster  General  and  me. 

Hastings,  October  3d,  1790. — DearBon- 
KoR ;  The  worthy  Peers,  you  see  by  their 
last  letter,  have  lefl  me  no  alternative,  but 
we  must  go  to  the  Treasury :  "^Tis  unplea-^ 
iant,  bitch'd  as  I  have  been  there,  but  it 
must  be  done.  My  last  letter  proves  every 
disposition  on  my  part  to  go  on  well,  and 
the  troubling  Mr.  Pitt  rests  with  them. 
As  I  shall  write  them  a  very  full  and 
decided  answer,  that  we  may  close  entirely 
on  the  business,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
have  many  papers,  and  Lloyd  to  copy 
some.  All  the  papers  that  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Commissioners — ^my  letters  to 
Lord  Walsingham,  and  his  that  occasioned 
them— All qn  8  narrative,  'tis  in  the  bu- 
reau, I  believe  \  DdLV  and  Lloyd  can  find 
them,  I  think — ancT  every  paper  you  can 
think  of  that  may  be  of^^  use  to  refer  to. 
Do  you  likewise  Ipok  out  Lord  W.*8  nu- 
merous correspondency,  hjs  n^inutes,  &c. 
and  recollect  sonie  instances  of  his  throw- 
ing the  correspondence  into  confusion,  but 
for  my  stopping  his  order  given.  You 
recollect  the  particular  circumstances  I 
allude  to.  Pack  Lloyd  down  in  the 
coach  with  the  materials.  Will  you  send 
a  porter  to  Mr.  Jackson,  Old  Palace  Yard, 
for  a  small  turtle  he  has  given  Mr.  Harris, 
and  let  Lloj'd  bring  it  with  him.  Though 
the  conduct  of  the  Lords  is  the  very  thing 
I  ovight  to  wish,  and  must  end  well,  yet  it 
revives  old  quafrels  and  feelings,  and 
fevers  me  in  spite  of  myself.  D —  them, 
I  n^  yer  can  be  absent  to  get  a  little  bath- 
ing or  quiet,  vbut  this  is  the  case.  I  think 
they  will  look  small. — You  may  trust  Sir 
B.  in  confidepce,  but  beg  him  to  mention 
Tiothing  of  it  I  xpean  you  to  shew  him 
the  papers  that  have  past.  I  wish  you 
would  call  on  fipydell,  congratulatp  him 
on  beii^g  Mayor,  and  say  ajl  civil  things 
from  me  to  him  of  his  sp|rit,  encourage- 
ment of  genjus,  &c.  for  yve  may  want,  him, 
and  Braithwaite  you  know  is  ^lis  intimate  ; 
but  of  this  w^Ml  talk  further  when  we 
ineet.  In  a  hurry>  Yqqr's  ever,  ^.  Palmer. 
- — Send  me  a  copy  top  of  their  last  minute. 

Brighion,  October  26th^  I7Q0.  Dear 
Bonnor;  Will  you  see  the  principal  Clerlfs, 
and  say,  as  from  yourself,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  ips^tters,  you  think  the 
Postmaster  General  wjll  sign  their  warrant 
directly ;    by  way  of  shewing  how  ready 


thatof  my  glorious  and  lamented  friend  Mr. 
Pitt  (with  whose  confidence  upon  this  rery 
subject  I  was  frequently  and  particularly 

they  are  to  take  my  recommendation,  if  I 
will  only  submit  it  to  them.  You  had 
better  therefore  simply  send  the  Ofiicers 
names,  and  the  sums  allotted  to  each. — 
The  inclosed  papers  need  not  go,  unless 
they  chuse  to  canvass  the  matter,  which  I 
don't  think  they  will  do.  Nobody,  there* 
fore,  should  go  down,  but  do  you  send  it 
them,  and  say  any  thing  you  please  your- 
self. I  thought  it  better,  as  an  omcial 
letter,  to  date  it  fi'om  the  Post-Offite. 
Excuse  to  Stow  my  not  answering  a  letter 
I  had  firom  him ;  now  much  I  am  pleased 
with  his  exertions,  and  that  I  shall  see  him 
soon. — I  think  Johnon.  or  any'  other  ex- 
pectant fi*iends,  should  have  their  minds 
made  easy,  and  be  told  how  safe  every 
thing  is,  and  their  officers  being  the  better 
settled  for  this  very  brul^.— J  have  the 
pleasure  to  tell  you  I  have  had  a  long 
conversation  with  Lord  0.  this  morning, 
and  a  gentle  and  firiendiy  jobation  fbr 
basting  the  peers.  He  will  see  Mr.  Pitt 
himself,  and  enter  fully  into  the  besiness ; 
and  I  hope  and  believe  we  shall  now  have 
it  clearly  and  definitely  settled  ;  but  this 
must  not  be  mentioned,  nor  his  name. — 
Tell  Bartlett  to  look  over  all  the  letters 
betwixt  me  and  lord  Walsingham,  and  he 
will  find  some  copies  from  me,  though 
they  can  be  scarce  made  out,  which  shew 
that  I  foretold  it  must  come  to  this  issue  if 
he  persisted  in  his  conduct ;  and  used 
every  method  myself  to  prevent  it. — ^Will 
you  send  likewise  for  the  copy  of  what 
they  last  sent  to  the  Treasury,  which  tbey 
mean  as  a  sort  of  reply  or  observation  on 
my  last  letter  ;  because  I  should  have  it 
to  refute  to  Lord  C.  if  necessary.  I  go 
with  him,  Thursday,  to  Chisselhurst.  He 
wants  to  see  the  copy  of  the  actual  Trea- 
sury Warrant  for  my  appointment,  and 
the  Postmaster  General's  appointment  of 
me  in  consequence  of  it.  Bartlett  will 
find  them- all  in  the  rieht-hand  drawer  of 
my  desk  ;  send  therefore  all  of  them  by 
return  of  post.  He  wilV40ok  over  all  tha 
acts,  and  every  part  of  it,  to- see  if  he  can* 
not  work  out  a  little  law  to  go  on  ere  he 
sees  Mr.  Pitt.--rl  keep  the  three  minutes 
yoi|  have  sent  to  show  lord  C.  As  to 
their  query  about  2  oz.  franks,  I  suppose 
some  person's  frank  qnder  2  oz.  has  beeii 
charged  by  mistake,  and  this  is  their  way 
of  enquiry,  and  doing  business.  They  are. 
certainly  charged  according^  to  the 
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honoured)  that  Mr.  Palmer  accepted  the 
3000/.  a  year  as  a  full  compensation  of  all 
emoluments  he  could  fkirly  claim>  inde* 
pendent  of  his  personal  services.  I  am 
ready  to  allow,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  Plan 
has  done  very  great  and  extensiVe  service 
to  the  public,  and  upon  that  ground,  in- 
deed, my  revered  friend,  Mr.  Pitt,  al- 
ways felt  a  very  strong  reluctance  in  dis- 
missing him  from  his  office.  On  that 
ground,  too,  if  it  were  now  to  be  made  a 
question,  whether  the  remuneration  given 
were  suffic^ientor  not,  I  mi(^ht  not  be  averse 
to  the  entertainment  of  it;  but,  when 
the  question  is  brought  forward  upon  the 
dry  principle  of  the -execution  or  non^ 
execution  of  the  agreement  between  Mr. 
Palmer  and  the  public,  I  must  maintain 
that  the  case  is  against  Mr.  Palmer. 

and  there  cannot  be  a  more  regular  officer 
than  Coltson  :  speak  to  him  upon  it.  As 
to  the  good  woman  at  Bagshot,  she  seems 
a  friend  of  mine,  and  to  have  given  the 
Peer  a  dressing  for  interfering  in  her  de- 
partment. But  why  should  we  send  a 
Surveyor  when  the  Peer  has  made  the 
enquiry  and  examination^  and  say  what 
should  be  done.  He  is  the  Surveyor,  and 
sh(Miid  have  finished  his  business  ;  for 
Freeling  cannot  go  down  and  reportiagainst 
the  Postmaster  General. — Freeling  may  as 
well  go  down  though,  and  follow  his 
directions ;  and  I  hope  the  old  woman 
may  be  spunk,  and  reiliw  to  apologize,  and 
hid  them  kiss  her  b.  tor  the  office  is  not 
worth  holding  ;  and  if  the  Surveyors  visit 
them  on  this  stuff,  they  will  have  nothing 
else  to  do.  Freeling  should  go  to  the 
Secretary,  and  look  at  Lord  Chesterfield's 
minute,  as  I  cannot  return  this.  I  think, 
by  your  account,  the  discipline  of  the 
Inland  Office  goesdovm,  which  will  be  no 
bad  thing.  It  is  not  impossible  but  they 
may  get  into  a  tolerable  confusion  there, 
as  the  dispute  is  known  amongst  them.  I 
wish,  if  you  can  send  it  by  return  of  post, 
to  have  my  former  letter  to  Lord  Walsing- 
ham,  to  shew*  Lord  C — -»!  think  Johnson 
might  take  huff  at  some  of  the  officers  not 
observing  his  directions,  and  keep  out  of 
the  Inland  Office  ;  and  Stow  and  Austin, 
quietly  if  they  could,  and  without  appa* 
vanX  design ;  let  Brown  and  ftuddick  take 
their  situations.  Brown  would  be  disre- 
garded, and  Roddick  would  dispute  with 
the  officers,  instead  of  enforcing  obedi- 
ence. We  should  by  degrees  get  an  hour 
or  two  later  in  the  delivery ;  by  degrees, 
fa  a  w^l^  or  tWP:    I  tWniC^it  mffj^i  be 


Mcyor  Pelbna". — Sir;  The  right  hon* 
gent,  having  stated  every  objection  to  this 
motion  that  I  am  aware  of,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  house,  I  will  now  reply.«~ 
It  is  contended  in  the  first  place,  that 
this  is  an  old  question  already  decided, 
and  for  that  rea8«m  should  not  again  be 
brought  forward ;  particularly  aner  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  a  parky  in 
the  transaction.  It  is  of  this,  sir,  Mn 
Palmer  complains,  that  Mr.  Pitt  being  a 
party  should  also  have  been  the  judge; 
and  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  this 
question,  I  trust  I  shall  explain  to  the  sa-' 
tisfaction  of  the  house>  that  the  fault  does 
not  rest  with  Mr.  Palmer. — ^A  Committee  of 
this  house  was  appointed  in  the  year 
1797  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Agreement  with  government,  and 

quietly  and  cautiously  managed,  if  evea 
little  or  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  not 
coming  early,  or  absence.  The  coaches 
must  be  kept  to  their  duty,  as  they  have 
not  interfered  with  them.  Ever,  Dear  B. 
Your's  most  truly,  J.  Palmer. — You  wtll 
of  course  mind  your  cue  with  the  Peera, 
and  be  as  well  in  their  grace  as  you  can. 
I  return  with  lord  Camden  to  Chtasel- 
hurst,  Thursday ;  and  shall  be  in  town 
Friday  or  Saturday,  I  think ;  but  I  wish  it 
not  to  he  known. — I  forgot  to  say,  send  a 
copy  of  the  Postmaster  General's  patent 
too,  if  you  can  get  it.  They  will  let  one 
of  our  officers  copy  it  at  the  Treasury,  if 
you  will  send  to  Mr.  Mitford,  though  I 
think  you  will  find  one  amongst  the  pld 
papers. 

Bath,  November  23d,  1790. — ^DearB. 
— Lord  Camden  is  returned  to  town,  or 
Owen's  letter  would  be  excellent ;  a  right 
sketch.  I  shall  keep  it  iot  him,  as  I  shall 
state  in  my  answer  the  inutility  of  the 
Secretary  or  Postmaster  General's  Clerks 
places  :  the  latter  is  not  of  long  standing ; 
was  a  mere  job  at  first.  Jackson  once 
gave  me  the  history  of  it.  I  wish  yoii 
could  get  him  to  dine  with  yon,  and  the 
subject  might  easily  be  introduced.  Have 
you  yet  sent  my  friend  Abbot  the  corres* 
pondence,  as  Mr.  Pitt  is  willing  to  confirm 
any  powers  to  me  the  act  of  pari,  will 
allow ;  I  really  think  they  might,  in 
some  shape  op  other,  be  made  out  suffi* 
cientiy  strong,  and  independent  of  the 
noble  Peers.  Did  Bartlett  mention  to  you 
they  had  been  telling  their  story  to  the 
king  ?  Pretty  masters  l  so  they  complaia  , 
to  Domine  of  the  great  boy.  Yoiu^'a 
most  truly,  J.  Pau(E%, 
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|»  reptoi  theii'  opinioB  thereon.  This 
CSommittee  trere  ail»rwardb  inBtrucfted  to 
inquire  into  the  caases  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
Suspenaioo,  and  to  report  their  opioioQ  «n 
that>  s»  well  as  hi»  Amement^  but  before 
iSub  Evidence  was  cloeed,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  the  chainaan,  (Mr.  >y«  Dundaa), 
who  held  a  considerable  office  .under  ^o*- 
irennncntat  the  time«  without  the  slightest 
coniinuBication  with  the  CoDanittee,  or 
ihi&  least  previous  notice  in  the  houses , 
moved  a  third  order,  rescinding  the  two 
jformer  ones,  and  instructbig  the  CJOmmittee 
•iiot  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  Evi- 
dence, but  the  Evidence  alone.  The  con- 
•e«}«ence  was  what  may  easily  be  ima^ 
-ffuied;  that  at  'the  time  the  subject  wais 
.ais(;ussed  in  the  house,  this  mass  of  Pa- 
lters had  scarcely  been  examined  by  an 
individual  member,  and  those  who  nrom 
•their  political  situation  were  led  to  oppose 
the  measure,  merely  read  partial  extracts 
from  this  Evidence,  and  Mr.  Palmer's  prir- 
'WdSub  letters  'y  which,  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
unexplained,  were  sufficient  to  prejudice 
Jiim  in  the  opinion  of  many  as  to  his  con- 
.duct  .in  die  office. — Sir ;  I  do  firmly  be^ 
iieve,  that-  had  that  Committee  been  aK 
Jowed  to  make  a  Report  on  the  Evidence, 
AS  originally  instructed,  Mr.  Palmer  would 
liave  received  tiien,  the  justice  he  hopes 
/or  now,  and  been  scared  the  anxiety,  fa- 
.|iigae»  and  expence  of  the  many  years 
which  have  since  elapsed. — The  right  hon.  \ 
gent,  has  also  stated,  that  Mr.  Palmer ; 
tonsented  to  the  settlement  of  the  .present 
allowBnce  he  Eeceive&  Admitting  this  to 
be  fact,  I  cannot  think  it  an  excuse  for 
ihe  breaoh  of  sin  Agt'eement  to  have  com- 
pelled an  individual  to  submit  to  an  in- 
justice be  was  unable  to  resist ;  but,  sir,  in 
noway  whatever  did  Mr*  Palmer  consent  to 
ihis  settlement ;  on  the  contrary,  he  inva-  \ 
riably  declared,  <<  That  though  Mr.  PiU^ 
to  suit  his  politifSAl  convenience,  might  dis- 
pense with  his  services,  he  could  not  dis*- 
Ipense  with  the  engagement  he  had  en- 
tered into.^^  I  can  produce  a  letfeer  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  in  proof  ot  this,  but  have  no  wish 
420  read  it  to  the  house,  as  it  might  tend 
to  revive  feelings  I  am  anxious  to  suppress. 
I  shall,  thoDefore,  merely  state,  that  it^is 
mn  answer  to  the  present  earl  Camden, 
who  was  kind'  enough  to  mediate  on  the 
occasion.  Upon  Mr.  Pitt's  decision  being 
made  known,  Mr»  Palmer  in  an  interview 
with  loid  Camden  expressed  in  the  strong- 
est terms  his  sense  of  the  injustice  which  had 
been  done  him,  and  his  determination  to 
procure   redress*     liord  Camden  shortly 


after  wrote  to  Mr.  Palmer  at  Bath,  again  re* 
commending  ferhearanc«9  and  Mr.  Palmer 
in  faM  answer  ref>eatedi)is  former  sentiments^ 
decfeunng  that  it  should  be  only  with  life 
that  he.  would  relinc^uish  his  exertions  to 
obtaan  justice*.-r-^From  that  time  to  the 
period  of  the  Committee  in  1797»  Mr. 
Palmer  endeavonred  by  every^  coQcilia- 
tary  means  to  procure  his  object.  He 
firat  presented  a  m€»norial  to  the  Board 
of  Treasury*  stating  all  the  circumstances  of 
his  agreement,  and  recfuesting  the  fuifil- 
ment  on  their  part.  To  this  Memorial, 
after  repeated  assurances  that  it  should  be 
taken  into  consideration,  he  at  length  re* 
oeived  animswer,  alter  eight  months  delay, 
stating;  "  Thajt  their  lordships  conceived 
5000/.  per  annum  for  his  life  a  sufficieitf 
compensation  iot  his  services,  and  that 
they  did  -not  think  themselves  justified  on 
tbe.part  of  the  public  in  making  a  further 
allowance."  To  this  Answer  Mr.  Palmer 
sent  a  strong  remonstrance,  which  he 
Goncluded  by  declaring,  "That  if  their 
-l€ffdships  should  be  stilldisinclined  to  admit 
his  Claims,  it  was  his  intention  .to  appeal 
to  Parliament."  Mr.  Palmer  waitedsome 
nsonths  longer  before  he  received  the  Aur 
sTwr  to  this  reiaonstrance,  when  he  was 
finally  informed  "  That  their  Jordships 
saw  no  reason  to  alter  their  former  deter- 
mination."—-Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  any 
hon.  gent,  in  this. house,  could  the  Board  oc 

*  The  following  is  the  Letter  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  geut.  See  Woodiall's  Debate^, 
May  S),  1799. 

"  Bath,  Aug.  6.  1793— My  dear  I^rd ; 
I  have  the  hcmour  of  your  letter,  and  am 
truly  vexed  that  1  should  diQer  in  opinion 
firom  your  lordship»  whom  J  so  highly 
este<^,  or  that  I  am  driven  to  pursue  a 
conduct  not  perfectly  conscmant  to  your 
wishes.  Nothing  but  the  respect  I  bore  to 
your  lordship  and  lord  Camden,  to  yonr 
judgment  and  Mr.  Pitt's  situation^  induced 
me  to  act  in  tlie  manner  I  have  done. '  Two 
sessions  of  parliament  have  passed  over,  I 
have  been  siiflTesed  to  sink  quietly  with  the 
public,  and  turned  out  of  my  office  with 
not  half  my.  agreement.  The  apprehen*- 
stons  of  my  firi^ds,  too,  being  excited  tha^  ^ 
I  might  be: deprived. of  every  thing,  per* 
haps,  think  me  fortnaate  in  the  allowanee 
granted  me.  I  find  it  therefore  overy  way 
necessary  that  this  should  be  explmnod 
to  the  fntblic,  and  when  it  is,  I  do  not 
believe  a  nmn  in  this  country  so  far  from 
thinking  me  ungrateful,  but  will  be  aatifi«> 
fied  I  have  lumi  most  ia&mously  troat«d»^^ 
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Treasury  hare  produced  tbe  slightest  proof, 
or  bad  they  believed  that  Mr.  Palmer  had 
erer  been  satisfied  with  the  settlement  they 
had  made,  would  they  not  at  once  have 
expressed  their  surprise  at  his  apjpiicatioii, 
and  have  given  him  a  direct  and  positive 
reftisal,  instead  of  keeping  him  80  long  in 
ft  state  of  suspense,  and  not  even  at  last 
venturing  a  hint  at' consent  on  his  pai%  or 
making  a  single  answer  to  all  the  facts  and 
arguments  he  had  urged  for  the  iiiifilment 
of  his  agreement. — Disappointed   in  his 
first  attempt,  Mr.  Palmer  on  the  present 
occasion  presented  a  Petition  to  his  majes* 
ty,  stating  the  peculiar  hard^ip  of  his  | 
case,  that  in  an  agreement  with  the  Govern- 
ment which  on  their  part  had  been  broken, 
he  was  precluded  an  appeal  to  the  laws  of 
his  country.    On  the  grounds  of  this  Pe- 
tition, the  late  administration  consented 
that  a  similar  one  should  be  presented  to 
this  house,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  former  Evidence  and  report 
their  Observations  upon  it.     I  have  Binder- 
Stood  from  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  noble 
lord,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
(lord  H.  Petty)  was  so  good  as  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  this  Committee  being  a 
select  one,  and  to  point  out  the  descrip- 
tion of  members  of  which  it  should  be 
composed,  in  order  to  obtain  the  object 
of  their  appointment ;  vit.  a  feir  and  im- 
partial Repoit  upon  this  Evidence.    I  have 
also  understood  from  an  hon.  gent,  the 
chairman  of  that  Committee,  that  the  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rally 
consented  to  this   appointment;    and   I 
therefore  trust,  that  that  right  hon.  gent, 
at  least  will  not  object  to  the  question, 
on  the  ground  of  its  having  been  before 
settled. — ^With  respect  to  this  Report,  I 
am  afraid  that  it  may  almost  appear  an 
impertinence  on  my  pa^,  the  attempting 
to  defend  it;  but  I  trust  that  the  Com- 
mittee who  drew  it  up  will  make  allow- 
mce  for  my  situation^  and  at  any  rate 
acquit  me  of  the  least  want  of  respect  to- 
wards them,  or  gratitude  for  the  trouble 
they  have  taken  on  Mr.  Palmer's  account. 
These  Observations  in  fact  speak  (or  them- 
aelves;   nor  should  I  deem  it  necessary 
to  trouble  the  house  with  a  discussion  of 
them ;   but  that  I  am  anxiow  to  explain 
some  parts  of  this  Evidence,  which  I  nope 
I  shall  be  enabled  to  do  to  the  satbiisiction 
of  hon.  gentlemen,  who  may  require  an 
explanation  upon  those  points,  to  which 
the  Committee,  on  their  liberal  though 
itrictly  just  view  of  the  subject^  may  not 
bavo  paid  that  miaate  attention  which  I 
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have  done.-«The  first  observatioii  of  thb 
Report  states  as  follows :  '^  That  the  parti 
"  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Petition,  which  aliedig^ 
"  his  invention  and  execution  of  a  most 
"  useful  Plan  for  the  reform  and  improve- 
**  meat  of  the  Posts  of  this  country,  and 
'^  which  he  undertook  at  his  own  rbk  and 
**  expence,  have  been  substantiated ;  and ' 
<'  also,  that  it  appears  that  Mr.  Palmer 
''  met  with  very  great  difficulties  in  the 
''  progress  of  his  Plan,  in  consequence  of 
"  a  determined  and  continued  opposition 
''  firom  'the  Post  Office,  the  most  expe<* 
'*  rienced  officers  in  that  department  hav* 
'*  ing  declared  the  Plan,  previous  to  ita 
'*  execution,  to  be  impracticsible,  and  in** 
'*  jurious  to  Commerce  and  the  Revenue.'^ 
— With  respect  to  this  observation,  I  shall 
only  say,  that  strongly  as  it  is  expressed^ 
no  one  without  readmg  the  Evidence,  caq  . 
form  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  opposition 
Mr.  Palmer  met  with,  and  everv  one  wh^ 
does  read  it  must  be  convinced,  thai  had 
Mr.  Palmer  failed  in  this  Plan,  undertaken 
at  his  own  risk,  and  declared  impracticable, 
no  other  person  would  have  attempted  it* 
— The  Conmiittee  next  observe  "  That  the 
parts  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Petition,  whicir 
aliedge  an  Agreement  made  with  him    ' 
by  the  right  hon.  William  Pitt, Chancel- 
^  lor  of  his  majesty's  Exchequer,  in  1784 
"  (and  a^rwards  modified  in  1785),  by    . 
"  which   Mr.  Palmer  was  to  have  an  ap^ 
"  pointment  in  the  Post  Office  for  life^ 
'«  with  a  salary  annexed  of  1,500/.  per 
"  annum,  and  also  a  further  allowance  of 
**  2/.  10«.  per  centum  on  the  future  in-^ 
'*  crease  of  the  net  annual  Pbst  Office  Re^ 
'<  venue  beyond  240,000^  have  been  sub* 
'*  stantiatecf.''     Nothing  I  think  can  bo 
clearer  than  this  Obsoration;  the  Evi^ 
dence  contains   in  the  first  place,  Mr. 
Palmer's  Statement  of  his  original  terms, 
which  stands  uncontradicted ;  (6)  secondly^ 
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{b)  Extract  from  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence^ 
— [Report,  p.  3«]— Was  there  any  wnttea 
Agreement  between  you  and  the  Board 
of  Treasury,  relating  to  the  Appointment 
you  lately  held  m  t£e  Post  Office  }  No# 
— Was  there  any  verbal  Agreement  made 
with  the  Treasury,  for  the  Kelorm  and  Im<« 
provement  of  the  Post  Office  and  its  re« 
venue  ?  Yes ;  with  Mr.  Pitt,  through  hia 
secretary,  Br.  Pretyman, — ^Whatwas  that 
verbal  Agreement?  I  left  some  Papers 
with  Dr.  Pretyman,  stating,  that  if  mj 
Plan  succeeded,  for  the  Reform  and  im- 
provement of  tbe  Pos(ts,  I  demanded  for 
my  life  ^  per  cent.  Oft  t)it  ftttoro  iacraaso* 
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the  EyideDce  of  Mr^  Ptit  himself,  {d) 
The  third  Obsenration  states  "That  in 
"  the  year  iVs*,  certain  regulations,  for 
"  an  increased  postage  and  restrictions  in 


175] 

the  Correspondence  betwixt  the  present  earl 
Camden  and  himself,  and  also  Mr.  Palmer's 
Letters  to  Mr.  Pitt,  fully  proving  the  mo- 
dification of  these  terms  (c)  and,  lastly. 


reTepue  of  the  Post  Office,  beyond  the 
present  net  profits,  and  not  to  have  one 
shilling  if  I  did  not  succeed  in  my  Plan ; 
this  happened  in  'the  spring  1784.    The 
answer  brought  to  me  by  Dr.  Pretyman, 
(private  secretary  to  Mr.  Pitt,)  was,  that 
the  terms  were  thought  fair,  and  would  be 
fully  complied  with,  provided  the  Plan  sue-' 
ceeded. — Have  you  ever  asked  for  a  copy 
of  the  Papers  delivered  in  to  Dr.  Prety- 
man ?    No,  I  did  not ;  nor  kept  one  my- 
self.    I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied  on 
the  part  of  ^  administration,  that  such  a  Pa- 
per was  delivered  to  Dr.  Pretyman,  and 
such. an  Answer  was  returned  by  him. 
.    (c)  Copyqf  Mr.  Palmbr's  Leiier  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Wm.  Pitt.    May  5th  1785.  — 
Sir, — ^I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  on 
my  return  from  Portsmouth,  and  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the  contractor  at  Notting- 
ham to  forward  the  carriages,  &c.     Soon 
as  he  is  prepared,  I  will  obey  your  com- 
mands in  carrying  the  plan  into  execution 
on  that  road. — I  have  settled  the  regula- 
tions for  the  Cross  Post  from  hence  to 
Portsmouth ;    the  alteration  is  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  di%rent  towns  it 
will  accommodate,  and  it  starts  next  Mon- 
day.— ^They  will  now  have  a  direct  and 
expeditious  post  guarded,  six  times  a  week, 
'  instead  of  a  slow  and  circuitous  one  un- 
guarded, only  three  times  a  week.    The 
terms  with  the  contractors,  merely  the  ex- 
emption from  the  turnpike  tolls,  and  the 
.  allowance  of  guards,  so  that  government 
will  save  the  greater  part  of  the  old  ex- 
pence.-— I  had  agreed  lor  the  London  Mail 
to  be  conveyed  to  Portsmouth  on  the  same 
terms,  as  the  inhabitants  had  petitioned 
for  the  new  mode,  and  were  doubly  anxi- 
ous for  it,  their  mail  having  been  robbed 
a  few  months  ago ;    but  Mr.  Todd,  in- 
stead of  sending  lettt^rs  to  the  postmasters 
to  observe  my  directioas  for  that  purpose, 
sent  the  same  surveyor  who  was  so  in- 
dustrious to  defeat  the  plan  on  the  Bath 
road,  last  Friday  only  to  Portsmouth,  to 
agree  with  the  difierent  postmasters  to 
convey  the  mail  seven  miles  an  hour,  for 
which  they  are  to  be  paid'  an  extra  sum 
per  mile  more  than  the  usual  charge  (This 
price  was  9/.  per  mile  instead  of  the  old 
charge  of  4/.  1 3«.  ^d.)  which  was  to  com- 
mence Uie  very  day  I  came  there.  I  could 
ibeirwfere  give  the  postmasters  no  direction 


for  that  road,  Mr.  Todd  chusing  to  do  this 
without  giving  me  the  least  information  of 
his  intentions.     By  this  improvement  at 
last,  supposing  it  even  to  be  kept  up  to, 
government  is  at  a  much  higher  expence 
ror  conveying  the  mail  than  even  before, 
instead  of  saving  almost  the  whole  of  it. 
The  inhabitants  will  have  only  four  hours 
betwixt  the  arrival  and  departure  of  their 
mail,  instead  of  twelve,  as  they  would  have 
by  mine,  and  it  remains  unguarded :   this 
he   has  done  without  any  sort  of  com- 
munication with  my  agent  on  the  business, 
though  he  sees  him  almost  every  day,  and 
I  believe  has  fully  understood  from  govern- 
ment, some  time  past,  that  the  new  plan 
was  to  be  extended  over  the  whole  king- 
dom.    Since  my  absence  from  town,  he 
likewise  has  thought  proper  to  sufier  an 
entire  alteration  in  the  mode  of  delivering 
the  letters,  so  that  those  by  the  new  plan, 
instead  of  being  delivered  early  in  a  morn- 
ing, are  not  delivered  till  almost  too  late  in 
the  afternoon  to  send  an  answer.     I.i  this 
the  comptroller  is  as  much  or  more  blame- 
able  than  himself.     In  short,   they  will 
remain  firmly  agreed    together,  to  take 
each  their  turn  to  do  the  Plan  all  possible 
mischief.     I  am  sure,  sir,  if  you  could  be 
aware  how  complex  a  business  it  is,  and 
how  difficult   to  unravel    what    (though 
simple  in  itself)  they  have  made  so  per- 
plexed, to  teach  the  postmasters  the  new 
regulations,  which  will  enable  them  to  do 
their  duty  in  a  plainer  manner  and  less  ' 
liable  .to  mistakes,  to  settle  the  difierent 
parts  as  I  proceed,  so  as  to  fit  in  with  the 
general  plan,  and  suffer  no  present  mis- 
chief, involved  as  you  are  in  such  various 
and  greater  concerns,  you  would  yet  spare 
a  few  minutes,  I  am  sure  you  would,  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  rascality  of  that  office,  and  to 
leave  my  mind  free  to  pursue  my  Plan, 
without  having  it  taken  up  with  guarding 
against  and  curing  their  shameful  prac-  - 
tices.  I  want  no  sort  of  assistance   from 
them  ;  all  I  desire  is,  that  they  may  not  be 
suffered  to  do  injury. — The  state  of  the  in* 
terior  management  of  the  Post  Office  bnsi* 
ness  is  full  as  bad  or  rather  worse  than  I 
stated  in  the  Memorial  1  had  the  honour  to 
submit  to  the  Treasury  ;  the  mistakes  art 
innumerable,  and  the  daily  loss  of  the  re- 
venue very  great,  nor  can  it  he  otherwise 
on  .the  present  system;  the  remedy  for  it 
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''  frMkkmg  bywAj  of  tan,  wefe  made,  ht^m 
*'  tbe  snggestiotts  contaittQd  in  Mr.  Fal- 
**m^sP\20tt;   and  that  the  befofeHRMH- 

is  evtfli  more  plmn  and  simple  thaii  tkat  ibr 
thft  exterior  dcpavtment }  and  if  yon  v^'ikl 
permil  me,  I  will  regillate  it  in  }e$8  than  a 
fortnighit,  to  yom'»  and  the  pl•bl!ilC^9  saiis^ 
fMtr«o>  even  at  a  less  expence  to  gorern'- 
racat  than  the  pfetent  mode,  2md  with 
moch^  nkore  ease  to  the  difierent  oStctn; 
indeed  the  plan  cannot  be  furt^r  extend- 
ed, till  I  am  suffered  to  e^abliah  regulations 
witJbn  the  office  to  fit  the  new  ones  with- 
ovitf,  an  the  new  and  oid  plan  now  act 
against  each  other.  Having  ebtruded  thi» 
far  en  you,  air,  widi  nry  complaints,  I  moal 
beg  leanw  to  trespass  a  little  farther,  and 
liave  dene.  It  is  nearly  apptoaching  to 
three  years  since  I  mt  miltMnttted  ray 
pkflr  to  yom*  jadgmeiit,  that  yoii  kindly 
encouraged  it,  and  I  attended  your  oooi- 
raanda  in  town.  X  haVe  sent  a  statement 
of  my  jcMvnies,  attendances,.  &€.  to  my 
goad  friend  lord  Cslmdett,  fdr  yonr  in«- 
spectron,  by  which  yon  will  see  thdt,.  ex- 
lasive  oiwtty  expenccs,  aiimost  the  who^  of 
my  time'  and  attention  ffow  October  1782 
to  the  present  moment^  has.  keen  em- 
plA3^d  in  this  bnsktesB  ;  and- 1  submit  to 
yourjintke,  whether  the  expence  actually 
incunred,  prioir  to  the  fiist  ttrral  of  miy  Pkniy 
tbc  2d  August  hat,  shocddf  net  now  be  poidF,. 
^d  my  appointment  madie  out.--^Yemf 
obliging  message  by  Mr.  Pratt,  belbiw  the 
trsaC  that  if  tbet  Plan  (tid  not  succeed,  I 
should  be  fhtly  paid)  f^t  my  cKpeace  and 
ttouble,  iif  joct  sdcollsct^  sir,.  1  dtsdoiikieGl, 
aiid  chose  to  sit  down  in  thatcaeowitkmy 
disappointmenll  aad  Ixns,  audi  let  my  nd* 
ward  rest  only  oa  my  socce6B.-*^My  titne 
aoadl  aMentionv  pvimr  to  the  trial,  I  do  not 
nscount ;  thooghi,  iff  I  disceyered  any  in- 
genGcity,  actmtfy,  or  perseveram:»  tfarouigh 
it>  my  ^Miiily  might  have  been  benefited 
by  their  exertion  to  other  ohjttct».~^The 
9DCC6S6  of  the  Plan,  sir,  1  believe,  has  ex- 
eeded  bath  yoar's'  and  Ae  public's  expec- 
tation. I  am  sure  it  has  mv  own  in  some 
points,  thofigh  not  in  others,  but  it  has  not 
ftrHen  short  ha  one.  A  circuoistanee,  I 
beKere,  aihwost  as  new  to  administration,  in 
the  vapiona  planf  that  are  submitted  toi 
them  as  a  popular  tax,  which  the  Post 
Vax  really  is,  whet e  the  aeeommodbition 
has  been  grrcn  with  it.-^Itt  incnrred  no  new 
expence  or  incanyeaience  in  the  okl  est ab«^ 
Kshmeaft,  even  in  iitit  trial,  but  what  was 
occasioned'  by  the  opposition  from  the&Ger- 
neral  Office; — Itcomveys  the  M'aib'iv  hai^ 
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''tinned  8,tnn  of  1,5001.  pet  annum  was 
"  granted  to  Mr.  Pahner,  as  a  commotar 
"  tion  of  bis  right  to  the  per-<eatage  on 

-  -  -'  -    - 

the  thne  they  used  to  be,  and  goai'dcd 
under  regulations  that  will,  in  a  great  mean 
sare,  enforce  themselvea ;  and  where  it 
hdA  been  carried  iMo  execution,  has  iow 
mediately  occasioned  an  increase  of  re- 
venae  to  the  Post  OiSsce. — It  having  been 
proved,  that  it  is  scarce  poswbie  lor  greater 
neglect  or  abuses  to  pre  vaal  than  in  the  ceti>- 
doct  of  the  old  Post  ^  that,  iiv  donseqisenee 
of  it,  a  great  share  o^  the  correspondence 
watf  carried  on  by  coacles,  to.  the  detri* 
ment  di  ^e  Post  revenue ;  that  the  neW 
tax,  ckMipled  with  tbe  oM  pltta^  wovdd  have 
increased  scKrh  ^falcation,  whkh  the  state* 
mttRt  g^f¥e»  into  tbe  tfeasuvy,  oompanng 
the  great  improventent  of  tite  rerenue* 
frem  the  tax  upon  the  new,  opposed  tathe 
old  estabhshtnent^  have  been  very  fiifly 
pqroved.'-*-It  was  pomised  in  the  plan,  t» 
gjw  th«hnpr<nnsd  exp^dltioa  and  security 
to  the  great  roads  from  Loafidon,  and  some 
of  tbe  evocs  seiads,  for  die  paym^it  o^'  3d. 
p^r  mi^,  tbe  ailowance  fbr  guaffdsyanid 
ao  exemptioix  from  teriipike  teiils.— fho 
contratcts  are  now  made  lor  tbe.  oreatev 
po-t  of  the  kingdom  ft*om«  Londba  for  the 
aUowsmce  of  ^afrcfs,  and  the  esteasption 
cfi  tompifte  t»tls<  on^y.  Likewise  for  all 
thercitoss  pasts,  xx  times  a  week*  instead^ 
thrae,  sf^aatc  UKihe  those  posts  as  regubiv 
and  perfect  as  the*  general  one^—lhi^ac}" 
Gommodvtioat  wMt  htf  ^ven  to  the  pu<h4ie, 
zmA  tkr  anfi9al>  and  depssrtarer  of  tbe  m>ai4ii 
all  owsr  ^e  ooenotry  wi4i  now  be  regi^r, 
expeditious^ and  saie,  on  plain,  simple,  SMvd 
certain  pirinciplies,  instead  of  the  reverse, 
la  wfil  neit  only  s»ve  many  thousands  a 
year  in  the  ecnpencesr  of  the  riding  work, 
&«.  Irat,  in*  conscqvfeneie^  of  the  superiov 
mode  of  convcystfyce  to*  any  other,  add 
very  giteatly  tO'  tbe  revenue^  by  the  iv-' 
crease  of  correspondence  through  the  Post 
O^iijce. — In  the  progress  of  this  businessw' 
I  have  bad  every  possible  opposition  &onH 
the  Office ;  I  have  neither  spared  trouble 
or  expence  to  uifbnn  myaeif  in  every  de« 
paitment  of  it,  sa  that  L  might  carry  mjt 
plan  corapletBly  iaito  eaeeution,  and  de^ 
feat  idieir  repeaused  a/ttempts  to  ruin  it.  i 
have  been  perfectly  open  and  kept  no  one 
sccjctt  ivom  gcvermnent,  or  derived  one 
shilling  advantage  from  any  contract,  but 
acted-  in  eva-y*  respect  to  the  best  of  mjr 
judgment  to  the  pubiiv  ^  nor  can  I  gain 
tho  least  advantage  from  my  agreement, 
txll  I  hasre  canpleted  the  plan,  jiiver  the 
N 
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*'  90,000/.  being  the  amoont  of-  the  first 
'*  year's  produce  of  the  said  Tax.  The 
"  modification  of  the  original  Agreement 

whole  kingdom,  as  my  per-centage  on  the 
increased  revenue  from  the  tax,  without 
the  accommodation,  will  not  pay  the  yety 
great  expences  I  am  obliged  to  incur  in  the 
establishing  it.  I  have  only  to  thank  you, 
sir,  for  the  vepy  warm  and  steady  support 
I  have  received  irom  you  in  this  busi- 
ness, without  which,  indeed,  it  could  not 
hav«  succeeded ;  and  to  hope,  in  addition  to 
the  rest  of  your  fiaivours,  you  will  excuse 
this  long  le(ter»  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  J.  Palmer. 

Copy  qfa  Letter  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  the 
Right  Hon.  J.  J.  Pratt  ;  annexed  to  Mr. 
Palmer's  Letter,  tent  to  the  Commissioners  qf 
Enquiry^,  May  21, 1788. — Loudon',  Oct.  22, 
1^8&. — I>EAR  Sir; — ^I  beg  you  will  express 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  in,  the  strongest  terms,  my 
gratitude  for  his  very  liberal  and  handsome 
conduct,  and  that  I  hope  he  will  not  think 
me  either  dissatisfied  or  ungrateful  in  wish- 
ing you  to  state  a  few  necessary  circum- 
stances to  him  for  the  more  complete  set- 
tling of  my  appointment,  expences,  &c. 
Mr.  Pitt  perhaps  may  recollect,  I  am  sure 
I  fully  imderstood,  that  the  plan  was  to 
be  first  tried ;  and  if  it  succeeded,  the 
tax  was  to  hie  grounded  the  following 
year  on  the  accommodation,  and  that  1 
was  to  take  my  per-centage  on  the  im- 
proved revenue  from  such  tax,  as  well  as 
every  other  improvement  and  reform  men- 
tioned in  my  letter :  [To  pay  all  my 
travelling  expences,  to  have  no  salary,  hut 
two  and  a  half  per-cent.  on  the  net  pro- 
fits that  may  arise  to  the  P(>8t  Office,  over 
and  above  its  present  annual  profits,  from 
the  advantages  that  may  accrue  to  it  from 
my  plan  being  carried  into  execution,  the 
increased  speedy  postage,  safety,  reform  of 
^  packets,  &c.  or  from  any  farther-  reforms 
of  Qcconomy,  improvements,  &c.]  .  But  on 
my  seeing  Mr.  Pitt,  ere  I  left  town  to  pre- 
pare for  the  first  trial,  and  his  mcntion- 
mg  the  Coal  Tax  was  to  be  given  up,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  Post 
Tax  in  its  room,  pledged  myself  for  the 
success  of  the  plan,  and  sent  Mr.  Pitt  the 
necessary  papers ;  it  was  adopted,  and  the 
expected  improvement  to  be  given  with 
it  rendered  it  not  unpopular.  The  1500/. 
a-^year  Mr.  Pitt  is  so  good  as  to  propose,  is 
a  noble  offer ;  yet  you  are  sensible,  as  I 
must  now  remove  my  family  to  London, 
I  cannot  live  there,  with  the  increased  ex* 
peace  such  an  office  must  create  to  met  ^ 


**  consisting  in  the  addition  of  90,000/. 

***  to    150,000/.    which  ^ was  the  average 

'*  amount   of  the    Post  Office  Revenue 

•"■^."■"■"^^^^■"."i"."-^^— ^^^—      ^—^^"^^—'•^      —^■^"^^^•^■^^^ 

a  guinea  less.  My  per-centa^e  therefore, 
on  every  other  object  of  reform  or  im-  * 
provement  mentioned  in  my  letter,  I  under- 
stand from  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  fully  secured 
to  me.  I  do  not  know  a  fairer  way  of 
rating  this,  than  by  taking  an  average  net . 
yearly  profit  on  the  ten  years  prior  to  the 
tax  being  laid,  then  see  what  addition  the 
year's*  tax  has  made,  suppose  80,000/.  or 
100,000/.  or  whatever  it  may  be,  add  that 
to  the  other  averaged  net  profit,  and  my 
per-eentage  to  be .  reckoned  on  the  fur- 
ther increased  net  revenue  beyond  that, 
sum.  In  regard  to  my  three  years  expen- 
ces up  to  this  time,  for  I  first  came  to 
town  on  it  in  October  1782, 1  would  sub-  / 
mit  to  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  the  simplest  and 
fairest  way  of  settling  it  would  not  be  dius ; 
I  now  owe  to  Mr.  Cam,  and  some  bills  I 
have  put  off  the  payment  of,  above  4000/. 
more  than  I  did  in  October,  1782  ;  the 
receipts  of  my  theatres  indeed  being  les- 
sened form  a  part  of  it,  but  I  impute,  that 
to  my  want  or  attention  to  them,  as  other 
amusements  in  Bath,  since  the  peace,  have 
been  more  profitable  t^an  during  the  war^ 
My  family  expences  have  been  the  same  as 
usual,  or  rather  less,  except  from  this  last 
severe  illness  of  Mrs.  Palmer's.  Mr.  Pitt 
therefore  would  not  think  it  right  that  I. 
should  be  a  poorer  man  now  than  I  was 
at  that  time.  Let  my  salary  therefpre 
commence  from  October  1782,  when  I 
was  first  employed,  and  that  be  considered 
as  the  payment  of  all  my  expences,  which 
have  been  enormous,  and  I  then  receive 
nothing  for  my  trouble,  &c.  As  these  ex« 
pences  have  been  incurred  on  account  of 
the  Post  Office,  it  will  of  course  be  paid 
from  thence.  Mr.  Pitt  will  not  object  to 
my  travelling  expences  being  paid  me  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years,  as  I  must,, 
during  that  time,  viisit  every  office  in  the 

.  kingdom,  inspect  minutely  into  them,  and 
settle  correctly  all  necessary  regulations, 
besides  establishing  the  remainder  of  the 
General  and  Cross  Posts,  and  adding  new 
ones  ;  as  these  expences  would  swallow 
up  my  s^ary,  and  the  profits  on  the  per- 
centage can  increase  only  by  degrees* 
Mr.  Pitt  is  sensible  of  the  trouble  and 
anxiety  I  have  had,  that  I  have  a  great 
deal  vet  to  do,  and  the  constant  attention 
it  will  require  to  make  and  keep  the  plan 

'  perfect,  and  the  great  benefit  it  is  to  th» 
*  and  wil^  I  am  sure,  tfaibk  it.  jptSk 
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''  at  that  time,  making  together  an  aggre- 
*'  gate  of  240,000/.,  on  the  excess  of  which 
"  tne  per-centage  was  to  commence,  in- 
'^  stead  of  the  previous  actual   Revenue 

that  my  profits  should  foe  such  as  to  set 
me  above  temptation,  and  enable  me  to 
lay  by  a  good  fortune  for  my  family.  I 
trust  therefore  to  his  generosity,  that  if 
they  should  be  deprived  of  me  ere  I  have 
effected  it,  he  will  recommend  a  proper 
provision  for  them,  as  a  reward  for  any 

food  I  may  have  been  an  instrument  of 
is  giving  to  the  country. 
C^ffy  qfa  Letter  from  the  Hon,  J,  J.  Pratt 
ta  Mr.  Palmer. — Brighthelmstoiie,  Oct. 
24th  1785  — ^Dear  PalMer  ;  I  gave  Pitt 
your  letter;  and  1  think  though  he  does  not 
quite  allow  all  you  mention  to  be  a  fair 
demand,  that  you  have  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  what  he  seems  willing  to  grant; 
he  likes  y<our  pr'oposal  for  drawing  the 
average  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  Post- 
OflSce  for  ten  years ;  and  afterwards  ad- 
ding the  tax,  and  giving  the  two  and  a  half 
per-cent.  upon  the  surplus  as  you  state  it. 
He  seems  willing  to  allow  that  your  salary 
of  1500/.  a  year  should  commence  when  he 
came  into  office  last,  which  is  now  very 
near  two  years,  and  he  is  certainly  not 
accountable  for  any  delay  prior  to  that 
period  ;  and  this  I  own  I  think  a  very 
nandsome  offer.  With  regard  to  your  ex- 
pences  beipg  paid  after  your  salary  is  fixt, 
if  you  remember,  I  told  you  you  would  find 
some  difficulty  in  carrymg  that  point,  and 
I  think  it  cannot  be  given,  for  in  your  first 
proposal  the  2-|  per-cent.  was  to  cover  your 
expences,  which  would  only  be  consider- 
able for  the  first  year  or  two,  and  the  im- 
provement on  the  revenue  would  amply  pay 
you.  The  present  settlement  is  only  a 
modification  of  your  first  proposal,  and  I 
think  fairly  takes  in  that  part  of  it.  I  dare 
say  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  having 
it  secured  to  your  family,  if  any  thing 
should  happen  to  you.  This  business  seems 
now  to  be  drawn  to  a  conclusion.  I  own, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  concerned,  I  cannot 
think  of  pressing  any  thing  more. "  The 
offer  in  my  opinion  is  liberal,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  explained  still 
inore  so.  You  will  be  to  consider  whether 
it  will  satisfy  you.  Pitt  seems  to  think 
that  the  appointment  should  be  such  as 
to  secure  you  against  any  change  of  ad- 
ministration. He  goes  to  town  on  Wed- 
niMAsjft  and  I  think  if  you  were  to  call  or 
AA  ^t^vv^  likely  see  you;  but 
him  then^  he  comes 


"of,  150,000/.  as  originally  proposed." 
The  Evidence  on  this  is  equally  clear : 
the  original  terms  acceded  to  oy  the  minis- , 
ter  were  "  That  Mr.  Palmer  was  to  have 

to  stay  the  beginning  of  nextv^eek.    I  am 
sincerely  yours,  *    J.  J.  Pratt. 

Copy  qfa  Letter  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  the 
Rt.  Hon. Wm. Pitt;  mDec.  1785.— Sir; — 
1  am  much'  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
declaration  of  yesteixiay  by  Mr.  Pratt. 
Mr.  Attorney  General  is  so  good  as  to  give 
you  this  from  me.  He  sees  very  clearly 
the  necessity  I  every  day  feel  more  and 
more  of  my  appointment  being  immediate- 
ly made  out.  1  cannot  too  strongly  ex- 
press my  obligations  to  you,  for  your  wishes 
to gtve  me  evecy  power  the  law willadmit 
of.  Whatever  manner  you  determine,  sir, 
to  have  it  done  in  for  the  present,  will  be 
perfectly  satisfectory  to  me ;  but  unless 
it  is  considered  as  a  permanent  one,  and 
if  the  Post  Office  can  entertain  a  hope 
that  any  arts  of  theirs  may  overturn  it,  I 
am  ruined.  I  have  the  honour  to  "be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Palmer. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Letter  to  Rt,  Hon, 
Wm.  Pitt. — General  Post  Office,  Dec. 
30,  1788. — Sir  ; — I  should  not  have  trou- 
bled you  in  the  present  situation  of  public 
affairs,  but  from  the  extreme  inconveni- 
ence I  experience  in  my  arrears  not  being 
paid  up,  and  the  anxiety  I  feel  to  have  my 
emoluments  finally  settled  by  jrou,  under 
whose  encouragement  and  sanction  I  had 
the  honour  to  commence,  and  have  per- 
fected my  undertaking  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Posts.  I  believe  it  is  un- 
necessary to  repeat  my  engagements ;  but 
lest  it  should  have  escaped  your  me- 
moiy,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that,  ^  I 
succeeded,  I  was  to  have  2/.  lOs.  per  cent,  on 
the  future  encreascd  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office  for  my  life  from  its  commence- 
ment, and  to  be  paid  for  my  expences  and 
trouble  from  the  time  I  was  first  employed, 
till  the  plan  was  suffered  to  be  earned  into 
execution.  This  sum  was  to  include  my 
salary  for  every  duty  of  office,  my  travel- 
ling expences,  &c.  A* subsequent  engage- 
ment was  afterwards  acceded,  to  on  my 
part,  with  a  view  only  to  my  being  estab* 
lished  in  the  office,  and  getting  possession 
of  such  powers  and  authority  over  its  of* 
cers,  as  could  alone  enable  me  to  pro- 
ceed with  effect.  In  this  settlement,  I  re- 
peatedly requested  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, that  I  might  be  allowed  to  take  my 
appointment  for  the  present  with  its  powers 
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mencemi^iit  of  hi?  Plan,  if  it  auccetded : 
but  not  a  shilling  m  the  event  of  fiUlwe/ 
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pnly,  anfl  without  any  emolumejit  what- 
ever.   Thi3  propo^^l  not  beiu^  agreeable 
to  their  ioi'dships,  and  as  they  dia  not  ap^ 
prove  of  the  mode  of  payment  partly  by 
a  salary  of  \,^00l.  per  year,  and  partly 
by  a  perrcentage>  they  commi^ioned,  me 
to  pr<^pQ9e  to  you>  sir>  a9  a  fia^l  settlement 
of  the  business,  to  wave  my  plaims  to  the 
per-centage  altogether,  and   to  receive  a 
salary  of  3,000/.  per  year  certain.    But 
yoUr considering  the  mode  of  payment  ori- 
ginally settled  by  a  per-centage,  as  the 
be&t  security  for  the  public  accommoda- 
tion and  the  revenue,  f  agreed  for  the  pre- 
sent to  take  my  office  in  any  manner  the 
pofilmaster  General  might  think  proper; 
^t  the  same  time  declaring,  I  should  not 
desire  to  hold  my  appointment  if  I  did  not 
fully  succeed  in  performing  all  my  en- 
gagements with  you ;  and  if  I  did,  I  hoped 
those  entered  into  with  me  would  be  equal- 
ly regarded ;  which  you  was  so  good  as  to 
promise  me  should  be  fultilled  when  I  had 
completed  my  plan>  and  should  come  for- 
warcj  with  my  claims^    I  have  the  happi* 
ness  to  understand,  sir,  that  my  coiujt^ct 
in  this  business  has  met  your  approbation; 
a^d  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  for  your 
further  satisfaction,  that  the  contracts  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  are  novv 
ndade  a(  20,000{,  per  ann.  less  than  I  ori- 
ginaliy  proposed  and  engaged  for  \  that  I 
Save  likewise  exceeded  my  promise  in  the 
rate  of  speed,  the  regularity  and  extension 
of  the  posts  through  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  that  particularly  to  the  city  (3'  Lon- 
don, the  early  and  regular  delivery  of  the 
letters  is  fax  beyond  my  promise,  or  the 
expectation  of  the  most  sanguine  of  my 
friends,  and  even  at  this  unfavourable  sea- 
son.   I  beg  leave  therefore,,  sir,  to  express 
9iy  hopes  tnat  you  will  ordmr  a  payment 
of  such  sum  as  you  may  think  just  for  my 
time  and  trouUe,  from  October  1782  to  1st 
August  1784,  (when  my  plan  was  fi)<st  car- 
riedinto  execution;   that  an  average  be 
struck  of  the  nett  Revenue  of  the  Office 
up  to  that  time,  and  that  a  sum  equal  to 
^U  10^.  per  cent  on  its  increased  annual  Re- 
T;enue  be  paid  me,  which  is  to  inclu<le  my 
salary^  all  travelling  expences,  &c^  what- 
ever sums  I  have  received.  fFom  the  Office 
to  be  deducted  from  this  account.    That 
in  fixture  a  sum  be  paid  me  quarterly,  in  a 
proportion  within  the    supposed    yearly 
axoonnt  of  my  per-centage»  and  the  bar 
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This  low  per-centage  was  to  include  every 
obiect  from  which  the  improved  Revenue 
might  arise ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  a  leading 
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lance  to  be  paid  me  every  year  on  set- 
tling the  account^  iu  the  April  quarter. 
\  take  the  liberty,  sir,  likewise  to  propose 
for  your  consideratioUj  whether  the  juster 
as  well  as  simpler  mode  of  regulating 
the  accounts,  and  fixing  the  sum  from 
which  niy  per-centage  is  to  commencej^ 
will  not  be  by  first  stating  the  gross 
produce  of  the  jbritish  and  Foreign  post- 
age, and  then  deducting  from  it  the  Post- 
master's salaries^  payment  for  conveyance 
of  the  Mails  either  by  horse  or  can-iagCj 
for  guards,  and  for  dead  aiKl  miasent  let- 
ters, and  the  per-centage  to  commence  on 
the  nett  Revenue  after  these  deductions^ 
as  they  are  the  only  charges  under  my 
controul ;  and  I  ought  not  to  be  benefited 
or  injured  by  an  increase  or  decrease  of 
expenge  that  does  not  form  a  part  of  my 
plans,  and  which  I  cannot  check.  I  hope» 
Sir,  it  may  not  be  imputed  a  vanity  in  me 
to  mention,  that  though  Mr.  Allen  (as  ap- 
pears by  his  narrative)  derived  Upwards  of 
12,000/^  per  year  from  his  very  partial 
improvements  of  the  Cross  Posts  only,  the 
regulations  I  have  introduced,  independent 
of  their  e0ect  on  the  General  Posts  tnrough- 
out  the  country,  have  increased,  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  Revenue  more  in  the 
course  of  two  years,  than  he  did  during . 
the  whole  forty  years  he  farmed  the  same. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  I  have 
long  since  had  in  contemplation  various 
other  plans,  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  kmgdom,  and  more  particu"- 
larly  ef  the  metropolis  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, which  I  should  ere  now  have  digested 
and  earned  into  execution,  had  the  settle- 
ment of  my  af&irs  left  my  mind  sufficient* 
ly  at  ease  for  that  purpose.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  P. 

(rf)  Extract  from  ^r.Vvvi^sEvidmice. — 
[Report,  p.  26,  27.]  Was  a  proposal  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Palmer,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Posfca>  and  more  expeditious 
conveyance  of  the  Mails,  submitted  to  you 
in  1784? — ^Xp  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion it  was :  the  subject  had  been  before- 
mentioned,  I  believe  in  1782,  and  was 
brought  forviard  again  in  1784. — ^Do  yuu 
recollect  generally  what  answer  you  gave 
to  tins  Proposal,  after  having  considered' 
it?'-*-No  answer  was  given,  that  I  recollect, 
in  writing,  and  the  8ul\iect  was  repeatedly 
discussea  at  difieiient  times.     X  cannot 
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feature  in  the  Plan^  that  the  ereat  advan- 
tages \vhich  the  public  and  conamerce 
wer^  to  derlvei  would  justify  an  mcrease 
of  Postage^  which  otherwise  could  not 
have  been  laid  with  effect.  I  believe  it 
may  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  gentle- 
men present^  that  previous  to  thi:s  Plan^ 
notwithstanding  the  penalty  attached^  a 
great  part  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
country  was  carried  on  by  coaches  and  other 
mearis^  to  avoid  the  tedious  and  insecure 
conveyance  by  the  post.  Mr.  Palmer,  in 
the  first  instance,  proposed  to  the  minister 
an  increased  Postage  in  lieu  of  an  intended 
Tax  on  Coals,  and  pledged  himself  for  its 
being  productive.  When  it  was  found 
necessary  to  give  him  an  appointment  in 
the  Office  to  superintend  his  Plan,  this 
nominal  salary  ot  1,500/.  a  year  was  given 
him  in  lieu  of  his  per-centage  on  90,000/. 
being  the  estimated  produce  of  this  Tax, 
whicn  was  added  to  the  previous  revenue 
of  150,000/.  making  240,000/.  before  his 
per-centage  commenced.  The  per-cent- 
age on  90,000  /.  would  have  been  2,250/. ; 
therefore,  the  1,500/.  a  year  was  iu  fact 
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therefore  at  this  distance*of  time  undertake 
to  give  any  account  of  any  one  specific 
answer,  but  the  general  result  of  what 
passed  I  conceived  to  have  been,  that  the 
terms  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Proposal  appeared 
to  me  to  be  fair  and  reasonable,  and  that 
I  was  desirous  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, conceiving  it  would  be  of  great  pub- 
lic benefit ;  the  outline  of  those  terms,  as 
proposed  in  1784, 1  believe  was,  that  Mr* 
Palmer  should  have  some  appointment  for 
life,  to  superintend  the  execution  of  his 
proposal,  with  an  allowance  aniiexed  to 
that  appointment  of  2/.  I0«..per  ceat.  on  the 
amount  of  the  increase  which  it  might 
produce  in  the  Bevenue.  The  appoint- 
ment which .  took  place  afterwards,  I  be- 
lieve in  1786,  diuered  from  that  which 
had  been  in  contemplation,  and  which 
I  had  originally  intended  to  have  acced- 
ed to;  the  dii9*erence  was  in  consequence 
of  legal  objections  arisine  from  the  Post 
Office  Act. — Under  such  an  appoint^ 
ment  for  life,  as  you  have  described  to 
have  been  originally  intended,  do  you 
conceive  the  enjoyment  of  it  could  de- 
pend on  the  will  artd  pleasure  of  the 
Postmaster  General? — If  such;  an  ap- 
pointment had  taken  place,  and  could 
oe  legally  carried  into  effect,  the  enjoy- 
ment, of  it  certainly  could  not  depend  on 
the  wiU  aad  pleasure  of  the  Postmaster 
GfBijieial  9  and  such  an  appointment,  I  coj»- 


750/.  less  than  the  original  agreement. 
But,  Mr.  Palmer  was  so  satisfied  of  the 
ultimate  advantages  he  snould  procure  for 
his  family,  that  he  expressed  himself  con- 
tented with  this  arrangement,  as  settled  by 
lord  Camdexi's  letter,  m  which  he  tells  Mr. 
Palmer,  that  he  is  to  look  to  his  growing 
per-centage  as  an  ample  payment  for  his 
trouble  and  expence ;  smd  that  in  case  of 
any  accident  to  himself  no  doubt  a  provi^ 
sion  would  be  made  for  his  family.  [Vide 
note  (c)]  The  Committee  next  observe, 
"  That  the  draft  of  an  appointment  fp^- 
"  life,  with  the  specified  salary  and  per7 
^  centage  accoraing  to  a&reement,  wa$ 
"  made  out,  but  not  conhrmed,  to  Mr, 
''  Palmer,  in  consequence  of  certain  legaj 
''  objections,  arising  from  the  Act  of  dth 
"  ol'  Queen  Anne,  establishing  the  Post- 
«'  Office  ;  but  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  at 
'*  this  time  partly  executed  his  plan,  4 
"  temporary  appointment  was  made  out  to 
''  enable  him  to  proceed  with  it.**  This, 
I  think,  cannot  be  disputed  ;  the  Drafl  of 
the  intended  Appointment  being  in  the 
Evidence,  (e)  j  and  Mr.  Pitt's  testimony. 
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ceive,  could  have  been  vacated  on  no 
grounds  but  such  as  would,  by  process  of 
law,  vacate  any  other  appointment  for 
life  made  by  compe1;ent  authority.— By 
whose  authority  was  the  drafl  of  the  ori- 
ginal warrant  made,  to  which  the  legal 
objecting  was  made  ?  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  drawn  up  in  consequence 
of  different  discussions  on  the  subject, 
probably  in  consequence  of  suggestions 
from  Mr.  Palmer;  but  I  ratherbelievc 
prepared  at  the  Treasury,  or  by  directions 
from  thence,  and  communicated  to  th^ 
Attorney  General,  though  there  is  no  trace 
that  I  know  of  for  preparing  it,  or  £br  a  re- 
ference to  the  Attorney  General. 

(c)  Xh-qft  qf  a  Commission  ;  being  tp4 
intended  Appointm£Nt  sentjrom  the  Treaxuinf 
to  the  Attorn/ey  General,  [Report,  p.  43.] 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  unto  uS) 
that  the  appointment  of  a  fit  and  proper 
person,  to  be  Comptroller  and  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Revenues  of  our  Post-office' 
in  Great  Britain,  will  greatly  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  the  same  :  and  where-; 
as  John  pAutsa  has  been  recommended 
unto  us  for  that  purpose,  he  having  \a- 
vented,  and  partly  carried  into  executioiii 
a  Plan  for  extending  and  improving  tbo 
Posts,  and  for  the  more  safe,  expeditionsi 
and  regular  conveyance  of  the  Mails  with- 
in oar  said"  kingdom  ;  which  has  already 
proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  ^ade  aii4 
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*'  that  it  was  drawn  up  in  consequence  of 
the  conversations  that  had  passed,  and 
would  have  been  carried  into  eiiect  but 
for  these  legal  objections."  [vide  {d)"] — 
The  Report  goes  on  to  .state,  "  That  a 
"  subseouent  appointment,  dated  the  11  th 
**  day  ot  Sept.  1789,  was  granted  to  Mr. 
*'  Palmer,  under  the  Postmaster  General ; 
*'  by  which  Mr.  Palmer  was  constituted 
"  Surveyor  and  Comptroller  General  of 
"  the  Post  Office,  with  a  salary  of  1,500/. 
'*  per  annum,' and  an  allowance  of  2/.  lOs. 
'*  per  centum,  on  the  future  net  increased 
**  annual  revenue  beyond  the  sum  of 
*'  240,000/. ;  subjectto  a  proviso,  that  such 
*'  per-centage  should  not  be  affected,  on 
"  the  one  hand,  by  any  futute  grants  or 
"  pensions  charged  on  the  Post-Office 
'*  revenue,  nor  on  the  other  hand,  by  addi- 
*'  tion  rates  of  postage,  or  by  any  diminu- 
**  tion  or  increase  in  the  packet  expendi- 
**  ture ;  and  which  salary  and  per-centage 

commerce  thereof;  we  do  therefore  ap- 
point i)im,  for  and  during  his  life.  Surveyor 
and  Comptroller  General  of  the  General 
Post-Office  of  Great  Britain,  with  sQl  its 
connections  and  dependencies  of  postmas- 
ters, cbntractors,  deputies,  accomptants, 
comptrollers,  all  surveyors,  clerks,  sorters, 
window  men,  letter  rcceivers,carriers,  mes- 
sengers, and  other  officers  and  servants 
thereunto  belonging  ;  giving  and  hereby 
granting,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
to  the  said  John  Palmer,  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  suspend  any  such  officers  or 
servants  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  such  • 
mstructions  or  directions  as  they  have 
already  received,  or  shall  hereafter  re- 
ceive, from  our  Postmaster  General  or  the 
ssdd  John  Pdmer,  for  the  above  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  the  better  conducting  the 
business  of  the  said  office.  And  in  order 
to  a  due  and  strict  examination  of  all  ex- 
pences  incurred  in  the  management  of  the 
faid  revenues,  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure, 
that  no  bills  whatever  respecting  the  same 
shall  be  paid,  till  they  are  examined  and 
signed  by  the  said  John  Palmer  or  his 
deputy,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  call  for  such  accompts,  and 
order  the  same  before  them,  from  time  to 
time,  when  they  shall  judge  itnecessary. 
And  we  having  taken  into  our  royal  con- 
sideration, the  good  and  faithful  services  of 
the  said  John  Palmer,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  revenue,  and  •  the  advantage 
of  the  commerce  and  manufactories  of  our 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  greatly 
iieceleratfaig  the  conveyance  of  our  mails 


"  were  directed  to  take  place,  and  be  com- 
"  puted,  from  the  2d  day  of  August  1784, 
''  when  the  execution  of  the  Plan  first  took 
'^  place.*'  Now,  sir,  I  think  the  house 
must  allow,  that  Mr.  Palmer  Having  made 
the  original  Agreement,'  so  fully  performed 
on  his  part,  he  would  not  voluntarily  have 
accepted  this  subsequent  Appointment,  so 
inferior  both  in  powers  and  profits.  But, 
how  was  he  situated,  in  consequence  of  the 
legal  objection  to  his  original  appoint- 
ment, on  the  faith  of  which  he  had  under- 
taken, and  partly  executed  his  Plan,  and 
which  objection  might  have  been  removed 
by  a  new  act  of  parliament  ?  Mr.  Palmer, 
to  prevent  the  utter  ruin  of  his  Plan  by 
the  delay  and  the  inveterate  opposition  it 
met  with,  accepted  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment from  the  Treasury  to  enable  him  to 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  it,  leaving  the- 
final  settlement  till  he  had  compleatly 
fulfilled  his  engagement,  (/) ;  and  it  was 

and  packets,  are  also  graciously  pleased, 
as  well  as  a  reward  for  such  services,  as  to 
encourage  him  to  continue  his  exertions 
for  furthering  the  same,  to  give  and  grant 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the 
said  John  Palmer,  an  Annual  Salary  of 
1500  /.  to  be  paid  to  him  without  deduction 
or  abatemient  of  any  sort,  out  of  the 
revenues  of  our  said  Post  Office  ;  together 
with  a  further  Allowance  of  such  sum  of 
money,  annually,  as  shall  be  equal  to  2{ 
per  cent,  on  the  Surplus  of  the  said  Reve- 
nues, on  making  up  the  accompts,  at  over 
and  above  the  sum  of  /.  which  ac- 

compts it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  shall 
contmue  to  be  made  up,  and  the  balance 
struck  in  the  same  manner  as  at  present, 
in  which,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  no 
additional  pension  or  charge  on  the  said 
revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office  shall  be 
included,  as  a  deduction  from  the  net  reve- 
nue on  which  the  said  per-centage  shall  be 
calculated,  except  for  salaries  and  ex- 
pences  actually  incurred  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same. 

(/)  Extract  from  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence. 
[Report,  p.  3.] — How  long  did  that  objec- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General  impede  the 
proposed  appointment  ?  About  a  year. — 
When  was  any  thing  more  done  in  this 
matter?  In  1786.— •  What  took  place 
then  ?  I  found  it  so  necessary  to  take 
some  kind  of  appointment,  to  give  me  a 
power  for  the  further  establishment  of  my 
Plan,  and  Improvement  of  the  Posti  in 
Scotland,  that  I  desired  for  the  present 
they  would  giv^  me  an  appointment  in 
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not  until  the  year  1789,  after  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Enquiry  so  strong- 
ly in  his  favour,  and  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
entreating  the  fulfilment  of  his  original 
Agreement,  that  he  at  last  received  this 
Appointment,  when  .the  arrears  of  salary 
and  per-centage  were  paid  up  after  about 
seven  years  delay,  [vide  (c)  ]  The  diffe- 
rence betweeen  the  Appointment  (^1789 
and  the  onginal  one  was  this  :  the  original 
Appointment  was  to  have  been  held  for 
life,  independant  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, giving  Mr.  Palmer  his  low  per-centage 
on  the  improved  revenue  without  any 
restriction  whatever,  [vide  (c)]  The 
subsequent  Appointment  precluded  Mr. 
Palmer  his  per-centage  on  the  future 
encreased  postage,  which  the  merits 
of  his  Plan  might  enable  government 
to  lay;  and,  instead  of  being  for  lite, 
under  the  crown  only,  was  made  out 
during  pleasure,  and  under  the  Postmaster 
General. — Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  this 
house,  if  it  was  possible  that  Mr.  Palmer 
would  have  incurred  all  this  trouble,  anx- 
iety, hazard,  and  expence,  to  place  him- 
self at  last  in  the  power  of  his  opponents, 
or  at  the  mercy  of  any  administration 
who  might  wish  to  get  rid  of  a  projector 
after  having  secured  the  benefits  of  his 
Plan  ?  But,  Mr.  Palmer,  unfortunately  for 
himself,  acted  with  too  little  reserve  at  the 
outset ;  judging  of  th6  integrity  of  the 
government  by  .his  own,  having  made  the 
Agreement,  he  at  once  laid  himself  open 

any  way  whatever  as  to  profits,  so  as  it 
gave  me  any  power,  to  proceed  with  my 
plan  ;  when  an  appointment  was  given 
me^  Mr.  Pitt  assuring  me  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  agreement  should  in  every  re- 
spect be  completed  to  my  satisfaction. 

{g)  Extract  from  Mr.  Falwbr's  Evidmce, 
[Report,  p.  5,  6.] — About  the  period  of 
the  Appointment  of  the  11th  September 
1789,  had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  relative  to  the  powers  that  appoint- 
ment conveyed  to  you  under  the  Postmas-- 
ter  General  ?  I  always  expressed  my  ap- 
prehensions to  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  possible 
interference  of  the  Postmaster  General; 
and  the  ill  consequences  that  might  follow 
both  to  the  plan,  myseU^  and  the  public, 
should  it  prove  i>o,  from  the  want  of  those 
powers  agreed  to  be  given  me  in  the 
commission  of  1785.  Mr.  Pitt  assured  me, 
I  need  entertain  no  apprehensions  on  that 
score,  and  that  my  agreement  was  equal- 
ly validj  as  if  sanctioned  .by  an  act.  of 
parliament. — ^At  the  time  of  your  appoint^* 
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to  his  employers,  merely  asking  the  neces-  • 
sary  powers  to  fulfil  it  on  his  part,  relying 
on  their  good  faith  for  a  similar  conduct. 
On  receiving  this  subsequent  appointment 
after  the  compleat  execution  of  his  Plan ; 
too  late  to  enforce  his  original  terms,  he 
could  only  complain  of  the  failure  on  their 
part,  and  express  his  apprehension  for  the 
consequence.  This  apprehension  was  re- 
lieved by  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
he  should  not  be  interfered  with,  that 
though  nominally  under*  the  Postmaster 
General,  he  was  virtually  under  the  Trea- 
sury, who  would  always  protect  him  in  the 
conduct  of  his  Plan,  and  that  hi^  agree- 
ment was  equally  valid  as  if  secured  by  an 
act  of  parliament,  (g) — ^The  Repoi't  eon- . 
tlnues  to  observe,  "That  Mr.  Palmer 
was  paid  his"  specified  salary  and 
per-centage,  from  2d  day  of  August 
1784,  up  to  the  5th  day  of  April  1793, 
"  according  to  the  aforesaid  directions  and 
"  provisions  of  the  said  Appointment  of 
"  the  1 1th  day  of  Sept.  1789."  This,  sir, 
is  the  Appointment  under  which  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  Mr.  Palmer  to  be  paid, 
not  amounting  to  the  half  of  that  original 
Agreement,  which  they  declare  him  to 
have  substantiated,  and  of  which  it  was 
the  Opinion  of  the  most  eminent  Counsel 
upon  this  Evidence,  that  a  court  of  law 
wo)ild  have  compelled  a  specific  perform- 
ance, had  the  bargain  been  made  with  an 
individual  instead  of  the  government  of  the 
country ;  (//) — ^The  next  Observation  states,, 

ment  of  the  11th  September  1789  being 
made  out,  did  Mr.  Pitt  giire  you  any  as- 
surances, of  the  protection  of  the  Board 
of  Treasury  against  any  controul  or  inter<^ 
ference  on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral ? — ^I  was  assured  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  I 
should  feel  myself  equally  protected  by 
the  Treasury,  as  if  the  Commission  in  Oc- 
tober 1786  had  been  carried  into  execu^ 
tion;  and  there  was  little  probability  of 
any  interference  to  the  prejudice  of  my 
plan. — ^Did  you  ever  consider  yourself 
as  acting  under  the  controul  of  the  Post- 
master General  ? — ^No  ;  upon  alloccasions^ 
where  any  directions  of  theirs  were  not 
prejudicial  to  the  public  service,  I  acted 
agreeably  to  their  wishes ;  when  I  thought 
otherwise,  I  resisted  their  commands,  and 
asserted  my  independence  of  their  power 
OF  authority,  and  that  I  held  my  office 
agreeably  to  my  commission  of  1785,  and 
virtually  under  the  Treasury. 

{h)  Opinion  <^  Cotmsel  on  the  Evidence 
reported  by  a  Committee  qf  the  House  qf  Com* 
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Tliat  the  sakiy  of  1.500 1.  a  year  baving 
origkially  been  accepted  as  a  coiRBDUta- 
tioH  for  per-centage,  is  hot  to  be  consi- 
dere<l  as  implying  the  discbarge  of  offi- 
cial duties,  and  Hable  to  be  disconlinued 
witl!k  a  discoatifluanee  of  these  datie»  ^ 
but  to  have  been  granted  to  Mn  Palmer, 
together  with  his  per-ee«tag<J  on  the 
Post-Office  revenue  beyond  240,000  i.  as 
a  latr  and  reasonable  compensation  for 
his  invention,  and  his  risk  and  trouble  m 
carrying  his  Plan  into  eflfect ;  and  that 
the  advantages  arising  from  it,  which 
have  enablea  government  considerably 
to  increase  the  postage  df  letters,  agree- 
ably to  the  principles  laid  down  in  his 
original  Plan,  are  permanent  to  the 
public  ;   but  Mr.  Pahner's  advantages 

ntem,  ob  to  the  AgreenrnKt  moAt  tco^  Mr. 
PALMERior  iM  Refohii  omit  ImPKOVI1H¥ST 
of  ik»  Post  Office  and  iis^  Revenmi,  and  as 
t»fm  Skyaimait^'-rWt.  imre  perusod  the 
evidence  contained  in^  the  Re|M>cft  of  the 
Committee  appaintied:  to  consider  of  the 
agreement  made  with  Ws.  FaJmev,.  for  the 
retom  andimproineiiieali  q£  the  Post  Office, 
8bt,  and  we  are  of  of  inion^  thaiz  l»y  th&t 
ovidence^  the  a^eemeaA>,  as  insisted  ufoa 
by  Mp.  Rdmer,  is  psoved  ;  by  wbidi  as 
was*  onginally  ma^,  Mr.  Palmer  weold 
hawe  be«a  entitled  to^  the  peFHtentage 
upon  the  inersase  of  the  then  net  iweenue 
of  the  Fost-€Hfiee  ;  and  that  by  the  agree- 
ment as  after  mocfified^  he  was  entitled  ts 
1-500/.  a  y^)^>  and  a  p«r-€@ntage  upon 
the  net  revenue  exceeding  240,000^  a 
year.  And'  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Mr< 
ifelmer  has  folly  performed  his  part  of  the 
agreem>en(i,  mucl^  tO'  the  advantage  &9  the 
public.  We  are  also  of  opitnien,  (which  is' 
indeed  impossible  to  doubt}'  that  if  a 
patent  had  been  granted  to-  Mr.  Palmer 
a^  originaMy  intended,  notfhinff  whici»  has* 
since  passed  couid  have  deprived  liim*  of 
the  bene^  of  his  agreement  :  because  all 
that  is  imputed'  now  to  Mr.  PiJilmer  arises 

'  from  misunderstandings  and  disputes  be 
tween.  the  Postmaster  General  and-  him, 

.  and  which  could  never  hav«'  existed  if  a* 
patent  had*  been  granted  to  him  as  ori^i^- 
naWy  intended,  under  which  he  would' not 
have  been  in  any  respect  dependant  on  the 
Postmaster  General.  We  are  also  of  opi- 
niorr,  that  though  by  the  appointment  whieh 
vras  granted  to  Mr.  Pfeilmer,  different  from* 
that  originally  intended,  he  was  made  sub- 
ject to  the  controul  of  the  Postmaster  (&e- 
heral,  (because  by  the  constitution  oFthe 
Post^  Office>  as  established  byactof  parlict^ 
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'<*  must  tenninaite  with  his  life."  This  is 
msiely  the  dednotion  from  a  former  Ob- 
servation relative  to  the  commutation  of 
the  pcr-centage  oa  the  tax  estimated  at 
90,CK>0L  by  which  Mr.  Palmer  was  a  loser 
of  750^.perattin.  as  I  have  already  explaified. 
— ^The  Committee  further  observe, "  That  if 
'^  the  appointment,  originally  promised  to 
'*  Mr.  Palmer,  and  upon  the  faith  of  which 
'*  he  stated  himself  to  have  undertaken 
"  the  iult  executioa  of  his  Plan,  had  been 
'^  carried  into  effect,  the  causes  which  led 
'*  to  hi»8uspei^vnoncouhl  not  have  occurred, 
''  as  he  weul4  then  have  been  free  from  the 
"  contrenl,  and  independaoft  ef  l^e  Pest- 
"  masters  general.  And,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
'*  «ppcar8>  in  all  his  axratigements,  to  have 
'*  paid  great  afelenlian  to  economy  as*  well 

~1 •  ' ; ' '    ' Till  I 

ment,  no  pal;enit  could  be  granted  tor  him, 
by  which:  he  was  te  act  independantly  of 
the  Pcetmtaber  General)  yet  there  is  no- 
thriUMg  in  the  ai^ore-mentioned  evidence 
which  ought  to  deprive  him  of  the  benefit 
of  h(is  agreement,  nor  which  could  m  a 
court  of  justice  have  that  efitct.  It  is  esta- 
blished by  this  evidences,  thaib  the  publie 
derived.fi!om  Mr.  Palmer's  eaiertiiotts  all  the 
bene£U;  which,  he  had  held  forth  as^  likely 
to  accrue  from  them ;  and  that  he  had 
acted  wijbh  diligenee  atui  with  perfect  in- 
tegrity in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  And 
xi^thottgli  tve  do*  Jlot  appnove  of  the  letters 
written  by  Mr.  Palmeit  to  hia  deputy,.  Mr. 
BiQyQfiier,  which)  ve  the  goounds  for  deprive 

ment,  and  we  do  ne4(  mean  to  say  thatr  a 
subordinate  officer  in  any  depafftmnrttt 
ought  not  to  behave  with  respect  to  hiS' 
si]f»eriors,  we  think  ciaese  letters  are  §m 
from  a  sufiicienr  ground*  lo  deprive  him  of 
that  benefit.  We  also-  thinfe  it  very  doubtr 
fal  whether  a^Cowt  of  JudiLoature  would 
have  tho«ught  that  any  attention,  euight  to^ 
be  paid  to  those  letters^  became^  they  were* 
wtitten  in  confidence  to-  hi»  depctty,  and 
under  an  impression  {though  pFobably  ill 
founded)  that  the  Postmaster  General*  were 
unfavourable  to  him>  or  from  mistiake,  or 
misconoeption^  were  thwarting  or  imped- 
ing him  in  the  execution  of  his  plan. 
And  we  thinlb  it  appeanst  fkmi  evidence, 
that  the  deputy  who  commfunieated  those 
letHersto  the  Postmaster  General,  and  thu» 
bets-ayed  his  private  confidentiBl  corres* 
pondence,  was  himself  worthy  of  ne  cre- 
dit, and  aeted  a  very.blameabfe  partintAe 
transaction  with  White,  as  appears  from' 
the  report.  J.  MANsrfELD>  T.  £R>s«tN£, 
V.  Gisss^  WauAw  Adam.  24tfa^  April  1790.. 
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as  improvement,  and  to  have  acted  with 
strict  integrity,  having  at  the  outset  of 
his  arduous  undertaking  procured  the 
'  "  conveyance  of  mails  at  20,000/.  a  year 
"  less  than  he  proposed,  and  government 
"  contracted  for ;  and  we  observe,  that  in 
*'  the  four  years  only  subsequent  to  his 
"  leaving  the   office,  viz.  from    1793   to 
"  1797,  the  excess  in  ^he  expenditure 
«  amounted  to  upwards  of  143,000/.  be- 
"  yond  that  of  the  four  years  previous  to 
"  his  suspension  and  during  his  manage- 
'*  ment." — I  shall  take  this  opportunity 
t)f  defending  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  in  the 
Office,  and  those  private  letters  the  grounds 
of  his  suspension ;   and  I  most  earnestly 
request  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this 
explanation,  as  I  think  it  must  satisfy  the 
doubts  of  honourable  gentlemen  who  en- 
tertain any  on  the  subject ;  and  I  shall 
rely  with  confidence  in  their  liberality,  in 
not  wishing  to  persevere  in  an  opinion, 
should  I  give  them  just  grounds  for  alter- 
ing it.     With  respect  to  the  consistency 
recommended  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
I  think  that  must  operate  in  favour  of 
the  Petitioner,  as  the  only  opinion  that 
has  ever  been  expressed  by  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  is  the   report  of  the  committee 
which  I  am  now  reading.     In  defending 
Mr.  Palmer's  conduct,  my  chief  regret  is, 
in  being  obliged  to  state  any  thing  that 
may  be  unpleasant  to  tl>e  feelings  of  the 
noble  lords  who  suspended  him  ;  as  I  am 
convinced,  however  anxious  their  lordships 
might  have  been  to  be  released  from  a 
person  who  disputed  and  denied  their  au- 
thority over  him,  it  was  far  from  their 
intention   to  injure   Mr.   Palmer  in  his 
character  or    fortune.      This  conviction 
proceeds  from  the  evidence  itself,  in  which 
the  noble  lords,  though  obliged  to  come 
forward  in  defence  of  their  own  conduct, 
speak  with   a  warmth  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
personal  integrity,  which  could  only  have 
proceeded  from   their  desire  to  do  him 
justice  in  that  respect ;  («)  and  lord  Wal- 
singham,  who  from   the    suggestions   of 

:  (i)  Extractfrom  ZiorfifWALsiNG ham's  Evi- 
dence,— [Report,  p.  29  fl/irfSO.] — Had  you 
ever  any  reason  to  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  personal  integrity  of  Mr.  Palmer  ? — 
No  ;  never  in  the  smallest  degree.  Extract 
from  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield's  Evidence. 
Had  you  ever  any  reason  to  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  personal  integrity  of  Mr. 
Palmer  ? — I  desire  to  abide  by  the  answer 
given  by  lord  Walsingham. 
Vol.  XL 


others  had  been  led,  in  many  respects,  to 
doubt  t)ie  merits  of  the  plan,  declares  to 
Mr.  Palmer  in  a  letter,  "  That  he  has 
well  deserved  his  salary,  and  per-centaze> 
for  which  the  faith  of  government  is  pledg- 
ed tp  him."     {k)  Now  I  should  think  that 
such  evidence  might  be  conclusive,  in 
which  the  very  person  who  suspended  Mr. 
Palmer  from  his  office,  and  who  even  dis- 
puted his  services  to  the  public^  declares 
his  conviction  of  the  pledge  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  incorruptible  integrity  of 
the  petitioner,  a  failui'e  iii  which  could 
alone  have  forfeited  such  agreement. — 
These  letters  are  meant  to  establish  three 
charges :  first,  that  Mr.  Palmer  recom- 
mended the   payment  of  an  exorbitant 
bill ;  secondly,  that  he  signed  a  false  ac- 
count ;  and  lastly,  that  he  created  a  delay 
in  the  delivery  of  the  letters  with  the  view 
of  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Postmaster 
General. — The  first  charge  relates  to  a 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  whose  means,  being  the 
principal  contractor,  Mr.  Palmer  was  en- 
abled to  convey  the  mails  at  20,000/.  less- 
than  he  had  originally  proposed  and  |ro- 
vernment  agreed   for.     Surely,  this  ract 
alone  establishes  Mr.  Palmer  s  integrity.  ' 
I  believe  it  is  pretty  well  understood  the 
advantage,  more  or  less,  that  has  been 
taken   by   individuals   in  contracts  with 
government  ?   and  had  Mr.  Palmer  been 
inclined  to  have  availed  himself  of  it,  he 
might  have  done  it  in  this  instance. — 
During  a  temporary  residence  in  Ireland, 
his  deputy  informed  him  by  letter,  that  lord 
Walsingham  had  been  making  a  most  im- 
provident agreement  with  Mr.  Wilson  for 
the  establishment  of  two  liiail  coaches  to 
Cheltenham,  for   the    accommodation  of 
his  majesty.     I  leave  the  house  to  judge 
of  the  mischief  to  be  apprehended  from 
this  interference,  by  which  a  set  of  con- 
tractors who,  by  Mr.  Palmer's  manage- , 
ment,  had  been  reduced  to  one  third  of 


{k)  Letter  front  Lard  Walsingham  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  dated  Dec.  2dth,  1787. — [Report, 
p.  99.]  I  have  long  wished  to  see  that  point 
cleared,  of  your  plan  costing  less  than  the 
old  one  ;  for  I  have  understood,  invariably, 
that  it  cost  more,  but  that  the  benefit  over- 
paid the  expence.  Be  it  one  or  the  other,  it 
was  a  most  fortunate  regulation,  and  you 
will  well  deserve  the  salary  and  commission 
on  the  increased  revenue,  for  which  the 
faith  of  government  is  pledged  to  you, 
Your's,  &c.  JV,  Read,  and  forward  this 
to  Groves. 

O 
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their  original  price,  (/)  were  thus  tempted 
to  break  their  engagements  with  him,  in 
the  hope  of  making  more  advantageous 
terms  with  their  lordships.  The  wonder 
was,  how,  after  such  interference,  Mr. 
Palmer  could  keep  them  to  his  own  re- 
duced price ;  and  so  far  firom  deserving 
Censure,  I  think  he  was  entitled  to  some 
credit  for  obviating  a  difficulty  in  which 
he  could  not  be  interested  but  for  the  pub- 
lic advantage,  to  which  his  own  bore  so 
small  a  proportion.  The  best  method  he 
could  adopt  he  did.  By  his  immediate 
remonstrance  he  obliged  the  engagement 
of  one  coach  only  instead  of  two,  thereby 
saving  the  half  of  the  intended  expence; 
but  knowing  the  value  of  Wilson,  wno  had 
been  the  first  to  take  those  low  contracts, 
which  others  had  refused,  Mr.  Palmer  was 
anxious  to  retain  him  in  the  concern,  and 
therefore  in  this  letter  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  he  desires  his  deputy 
to  tell  him,  that  though  he  was  sensible  of  the 
exorbitance  of  the  charge,  yet  in  consi- 
deration of  his  former  good  conduct, 
he  should  not  expose  him  by  refusing  the 
pa3anent,  and  would  therefore  recommend 
lord  Walsingham  to  settle  k.  In  fact,  his 
lordship's  extravagant  order  to  spare  no 
cxpence  would  have  justified  Wilson's 
bill  in  any  court  of  law.  But,  after  all,  Mr. 
Palmer,  as  stated  in  the  evidence,  obtained 
the  abatement  of  a  considerable  charge, 
on  account  of  commission,  which  other- 
wise would  have  been  paid.    This  private 

{l)Ex(ract  from  Mr.  Vauaer's  Evidence. — 
[Report,  p.  37.  J — Is  the  new  mode  of  con- 
veyance by  the  mail  less  expensive  than 
the  old  mode,  and  how  I — By  my  first 
proposal,  the  conveyance  £or  mails  was  to 
have  been  3c?.  per  mile  each  way  per  day, 
which  on  J!,  ^000  miles,  being  tlie  num- 
I)er  which  the  coaches  travel  (as  appears 
*by  a  paper  before  this  committee)  would 
have  amounted  to  £,  36,000  per  year.  I 
reduced  this  charge  to  1 J.  per  mile,  which 
laved  the  public  2P.  24,000  per  annum. 

Exttact  from  Mr,  Palmer's  Letter  to 
Mr.  PrrT,  dated  May  5,  1785. — [Report,  p. 
46.1  It  was  proposed  in  the  plan,  to  give 
the  improved  expedition  and  security  to  the 
great  roads  froi^  London,  and  some  of  the 
cross  roads,  for  the  payment  of  3rf.  per 
mile,  the  allowance  for  guards,  and  an 
exemption  from  turnpike  tolls.  The  con- 
tracts are  riow  made  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  kingdom  from  London  for  the  allow- 
ance of  guards,  and  the  exemption  of  turn- 
pike tolls  on^y. 


letter  at  the  same  time  expresses  a  wish  to 
the  deputy,  that  Wilson  in  his  interview 
with  lord  Walsingham  might  give  his 
lordship  such  a  specimen  of  what  he  mi^ht 
expect  from  meddling  with  persons  of  his 
description,  as  would  prevent  a  fiiture  in- 
terference so  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  public.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
denominated  thi»  transaction  a  gross  want 
of  economy  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Palmer^ 
who,  in  one  instance,  had  saved  more 
than  20,000/.  a  year  to  the  public  ;  yet, 
without  imputing  to  him  a  wilful  misr«- 

Eresentation,  I  cannot  but  complain  that 
c  should  have  formed  his  opinion  upon 
the  mere  perusal  of  this  private  letter  in 
the  evidence,  when,  if  he  had  attended  to 
Mr.  Palmei^s  explanation,  it  must  have 
have  convinced  him  of  the  fact  iJeing  di- 
rectly the  contrary  of  what  he  has  asserted; 
and  that  Mr.  Palmer**  only  motive  in 
writing  this  letter  to  his  deputy  was  for 
the  public  good.  For,  had  he  wished  for 
a  moment  to  have  encouraged  this  frau* 
dulent  charge,  as  it  is  called,  he  had  only 
to  have  been  silent ;  as,  in  that  case,  lord 
Walsingham  must, 'and  would  have  paid 
the  whole  of  the  bill,  from  which  Mr. 
Palmer  made  the  deduction  above  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  proof  that  lord  Walsing- 
ham would  have  paid  the  whole  is  this, 
that  his  lordship  made  still  more  extiava-' 
gant  contracts  after  this  period,  than  this 
very  one  which  Mr..  Pahner,  firom  motives 
of  policy,  and  to  satisfy  Wilson,  and  deter 
lord  Walsingham  firom  further  mischief, 
recommended  to  be  paid.  But  to  enable 
the  house  to  judge  fairly  against  whom 
this  charge  shoula  stand,  and  what  would 
have  been  the  effects  of  their  lordships 
contracting  generally  for  the  mails  instead 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  I  beg  leave  to  state  the 
difference  betwixt  Mr.  Palmer's  contract 
for  the  only  mail  coach  he  agreed  for,  (I 
mean  for  the  accommodation  of  his  ma- 
jesty) and  those  made  by  their  lordships. 
The  contract  made  by  Mr.  Palmer  in 
1789  for  the  royal  mail,  was  at  the  rate  of 
8/.  per  day  ;  those  made  by  the  Postmas- 
ter-General, before  and  after  his  suspension, 
were  at  the  rates  of  18/.  Qs.  13/.  14tf. 
14/.  2*.  and  21/.  55.  per  day,  being  from 
double  to  nearly  treble  the  price  Mr. 
Palmer  contracted  for ;  and  his  thus^en- 
deavouriug  to  rescue  the  public  in  the 
best  way  he  could  from  the  imposition 
was  made  one  of  the  charges  against  Mr. 
Palmer !  (m)  It  is  lastly,  to  be  observed. 


(m)  Extract  from  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence. 
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that  the  private  letter,  the  fotindation  of 
this  charge,  is  dated  in  October  1788, 
nearly  a  twelvemonth  prior  to  his  ap^ 
pointment  under  the  Post  Master  General. 
— The  second  charge  i;elates  to  a  man 


. 


people,  to  assist  this  man  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  various  journeys  he  had  per« 
formed^  and  to  make  out  a  fair  bill  accord- 
ingly. This  was  done,  and  the  whole 
that  Mr.  Palmer  meant  by  telling  his 


named  White,  who  was  employed  on  the  *  deputy  in  a  letter  that  "  he  was  glad  this 
roads,  and  who  kept  an  account  of  tra- 
velling expences  with  Mr.  Palmer's  de- 
puty. On  the  latter  complaining  to  Mr. 
Palmer  of  this  man's  neglect,  and  that  he 
could  not  bring  him  to  an  account  for 
monies  advanced,  Mr.  Palmer  sent  for 
White,  and  after  taking  him  to  task  for  his 
misconduct,  desired  a  Mr.  Hasker,  the  sn- 
perintendant  of  the  mails,   and  of  these 


— {Report,  p.  34.]  Do  you  recollect  hav- 
ing had  any  transsictions  with  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Wilson,  in  the  Post  Office  ? 
I  do. — State  what  they  were  ? — ^During 
my  absence  in  Ireland,  in  1788,  on  official 
business,  my  deputy  sent  me  two  of  lord 
Walsingham's  letters,  authorising  two  mail 
coaches  a  day,  for  his  majesty's  accommo- 
dation whilst  at  Cheltenham,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  any  expence.  I  disapproved  of 
the  very  improvident  and  extravagant 
mode  by  which  this  very  proper  accom- 
modation was  to  be  carried  into  effect ; 
and  finding  on  my  return  Mr.  Wilson  the 
contractor  much  elevated  by  bein*]f  allowed 
to  contract  with  the  Postmaster  General  in 
a  way  so  much  more  beneficial  to  himself 
than  on  the  terms  to  which  he  had  been, 
after  much  trouble,  reduced  by  me  (as  I 
had  got  the  contracts  down  ^om  3d.  to  Id. 
per  mile,  being  a  saving  of  „£'.  20,000  a 
year)  I  refused  to  sign  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  left  him  to  settle  with  his 
lordship,  who  at  first  disputed  the  pay- 
ment. Thus  circumstanced  between  the 
two  parties,  I  wrote  the  letter  to  my  de- 
puty of  the  16th  of  Oct.  1788  ;  for  on 
consideration  of  Mr.  Wilson's  other  merits 
with  the  public,  in  having  engaged  in  mail 
contracts  which  others  had  declined,  and 
he  being  then  very  necessary  in  the  con- 
cern, it  appeared  prudent  in  me  to  protect 
him  ;  and  I  likewise  thought  it  expedient 
to  obviate  the  mischief  which  might  again 
arise  from  the  Postmaster  General's  inter- 
ference with  the  contractors,  which  ap- 
peared extremely  dangerous  both  to  the 
revenue  and  myself ;  however,  on  a  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Wilson,  I  prevailed  on  him 
to  make  a  deduction  in  this  charge  for 
commission ;  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  their  lordships  left  me  to  make  the 
next  contract,  in  1789,  for  the  Royal  Mail, 
which  I  did  for  2d,  per  mile  only,  and  150 


bill  was  paid  as  being  an  aukward  bu* 
"siness,"  was  a  mere  caution  for  his  fu- 
ture conduct ;  as  however  just  this  bill 
was,  and  actually  below  the  sum  advanced, 
Mr.  Palmer  was  unwilling  to  encourage  a 
precedent  liable  to  abuse,  that  of  allowing 
the  payment  of  the  smallest  sum,  for 
which  the  proper  voucher  was  not  pro- 
duced, (n) — But  it  may  well  be  imagined, 

guineas  to  two  of  the  contractors  for  their 
trouble  in  conducting  and  overlooking  the 
whole  business.  The  next  coach,  in  179 1, 
(I  being  in  Scotland)  their  lordships  con- 
tracted for  at  Is,  per  mile  ;  the  following 
year,  1792,  after  my  suspension,  at  6d,  per 
mile  ;  in  1794,  at  9^.  per  mile  ;  in  1795, 
at  U,;  and  in  1796,  at  9^.;  but  the  fair 
way  of  taking  these  expences  is,  for  the 
whole  expences  of  the  coaches  for  each 
distinct  year  to  be  taken  together,  by 
which,  and  from  the  account  before  th^ 
committee,  it  will  appear  that  the  contract 
made  by  me,  in  1789,  was  at  the  rate  of 
£,  8  per  day,  and  those  made  by  the  Post- 
master General,  before  and  since  my  sus* 
pension,  have  been  at  the  rates  of  <£.  J  8.  9s. 
£.  13.  14#.  X  14.  12».  and  £.  2U  5s. 
per  day. 

(n)  Extract  from  Mb.  Chajiles  Bonnor's 
Evidence.  [Report,  p.  30.]  Did  you  receive 
any  letter  firom  Mr.  Palmer,  relative  to  the 
passing  the  Accounts  of  Robert  White  i 
I  have  in  my  pocket  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Palmer  on  that  subject. — Have  you  any 
objection  to  produce  that  letter? — ^None; 
it  is  dated  the  27th  of  August  1 790.  Read 
that  part  of  the  letter  which  relates  to  this 
subject  ? — ^I  will.  It  is  as  follows:  "  I  am 
glad  White's  Bill  is  signed,  for  that  was 
"  the  aukwardest  business  before  th^ 
Treasury."  [The  Letter  shewn  to  IVir- 
PaUner,  and  acknowledged  by  him  to  be 
his^hand- writing.] — ^Did  you  give  Whitf 
any  orders  in  what  manner  he  vvas  to  pre- 
pare his  Accounts  ?  No. — ^Did  you  sign 
Whitens  Accounts  when  made  out.  ? — No. 
Was  it  your  custom  to  sign  most  of  the 
Accounts,  of  the  office  before  they  were 
sent  to  the  Accountant- General  -? — It  was. 
— Can  you  state  any  reason  why  you  did 
not  sign  White's  Accounts  ? — From  the 
moment  the  Comptroller  General  suggested 
the  idea  of  having  false  vouchers  prepared 
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that  in  the  progress  of  this  plan,  amidst 
all  the  opposition  Mr.  Palmer  met  with, 
and  the  various  description  of.  persons  he 
was  obliged  to  employ  on  the  roads,  that 
many  suras  might  have  been  charged,  of 
which  an  exact  account  could  not  be  kept. 
But,  with  respect  to  the  account  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  not  in  fact  signed  by  Mr. 
Palmer,  nor  is  it  produced  in  the  evidence 
as  signed^  by  him  ;  therefore,  if  there 
could  have  been  a  doubt  as  to  the  purity 

of  his  motive,  no  charge  was  established 

But  to  prove  how  little  Mr.  Palmer  could 
be  personally  interested  in  the  payment 
of  this  bill,  and  how  totally  unworthy  of 
credit  the  deputy  who  brought  forward 
the  charge,  I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  house 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  deputy  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  relative  to  this  subject,  con- 
tained in  the  evidence,  page  34,  to  which 
I  earnestly  request  their  attention,  this 
deputy  being  the  only  wiUiess  upon 
the  next  and  last  charge. — Extract  qf 
a  'Letter  from  Mr.  Bonnor  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, dated  June  1791. — "  Another  source 
"  of  great  and  unquestionable  loss  to 
^'  me,  attended  also  with  circumstances 
*[  of  embarrassment  and  perplexity  never 
*'  to  be  overcome,  arose  from  the  depreda- 
**  tion  committed  upon  my  papers,  when 
'^  my  desk  and  book-case  were  broke  open 
"  and  rifled,  ami  my  red  box  was,  stolen 
«  away.  It  is  to  this  event  I  have  to  at- 
*'  tribute  almost  all  the  confusion  1  have 
experienced  to  arise  from  the  want  of 
keeping  a  regular  account  of  all  cash 
niatters ;  and  I  may  very  fairly  con- 
*'  sider  it  as  the  occasion  of  my.  losing  some 
*'  hundreds  of  pounds  ;  for  I  was  in  the 
"habit  of  transacting  money  concerns 
"  with  different  people  about  the  office, 
"  who  kept  no  account  at  all ;  and  when 
*'  my  account  was  lost,  I  was  left  at  the 
«  mercy  qf  their  ignorance  of  my  fair 
*'  claims  at  least,  which  subjected  me  to 

for  making  good  deficiencies  in  the  Ac- 
counts, I  declined  being  in  any  respect  a 
party  to  such  a  business ;  and  the  Super- 
mtendant  of  the  Mails,  Mr,  Hasker,  was 
called  upon  by  the  Comptroller  General  to 
act  with,  and  instruct  White,  in  the  doing 
it.  It  was  to  the  Comptrol  ler  General,  and 
not  to  me,  that  the  rough  drafts  of  those 
Accounts^  were  shewn,  previous  to  their 
beinff  fairly  written  out  for  signature; 
and  the  same  reason  that  induced  me  to 
decline  taking  any  part  of  the  business 
.was  my  reason  for  not  signing  them  when 
prepared. 
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the  same  alarming  consequences  that  a 
bad  principle  in  them  might  have  occa- 
**  sioned.  I  had  instances  in  the  adjusting 
"  one  account  only,  which  are  sufficient 
"  to  confirm  my  apprehensions,  though  I 
do  not  imagine  there  was  any  design  to 
injure  me;  but  in  certain  periods  of 
Whitens  account,  against  which  I  hap- 
pened to  have  memorandums  Qf  ditierent 
"  sums  I  had  advanced  to  him,  there  were 
"  omissions  to  the  amount  of  between  300/. 
and  400/.  and  against  such  part  of  his 
account  1  had  no  check  at  all ;  the  sums 
"  he  had  omitted  he  perfectly  recollected 
*'  when  I  brought  them  forward  ;  but  he 
"  was  unable  to  recollect  any  omissions 
"  but  such  as  I  was  able  to  point  out,  al- 
"  though  in  certain  parts  of  the  Account, 
"  the  proportionate  amount  of  monies  ad— 
''  mitted  are  so  out  of  all  comparison  below 
what  was  advanced  for  similar  periods 
under  the  dates,  as  to  do  away  all  doubts 
"  as  to  the  omission  of  articles,  to  my  irre- 
"  trie v able  loss,  and  to  a  very  severe 
"  amount ;  as  between  the  month  of  Feb. 
"  1787,  and  March  1788,  which  was  one 
month  only  before  those  papers  were 
stolen,  no  more  than  25/.  135.  is  charged 
against  him,  although  the  usual  demand 
for  the  months  preceding  was,  upon  the 
average,  25/.  per  month,  and  the  subse- 
quent considerably  more,  so  that  at  the 
"  lowest  computation  I  must  be  a  loser  of 
"  more  than  200/. — 2nd.  In  doing  this, 
''  Sir,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  first  of 
"  all,  to  suggest,  that  by  making  myself 
''  responsible,  as  I  hitherto  have  done,  for 
'^  all  the  consequences  of  the  loss  of  official 
"  documents,  which  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  prevent,  as  w^ell  as  from  ,the 
various  unquestionable  advances  of  cash 
oi;i  your  private  Account,  of  which  no 
entry  can  be  shewn,  I  certainly  p-laced 
myself  in  a  situation,  which,  however 
proper  for  me  to  sustain  while  things  ^ 
were  in  a  progressive  state  of  Arrange- 
ment, ought  not  to  subject  me  eventu- 
"  ally  to  the  making  good  to  the  utmost 
*'  extent  those  losses  which  do  not  arise 
"  from  my  own  personal  misconduct,  how- 
"  ever  certain  it  is  that  such  must  be  the 
"  case  to  a  very  severe  degree.'' — The 
Deputy  here  confesses,  that  he  only  could 
be,  and  asserts  that  he  actually  was,  the 
loser  to  a  considerable  amount  by  White's 
neglect. — About  two  years  after  this  cir- 
cumstance, upon  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension. 
White,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Deputy, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Post  Master  General, 
accompanied  with  an-  affidavit  that  these 
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Accounts  were  fake.  .  In  his  Examination 
before  the  Committee  in  1797,  as  appears 
by  this  Evidence,  he  expressly  states,  that 
this  letter  and  affidavit,  (the  particulars  of 
which  he  did  not  recollect)  were  drawn 
up  by  the  Deputy,  by  whose  desire  he 
copied  them,  and  swore  to  the  contents  of 
the  latter ;  that  it  was  from  the  Deputy 
himself  he  received  the  order  to  make  out 
the  accounts  with  Mr.  Hasker,  and  that 
the  whole  amount  had  been  advanced  and 
laid  out  in  the  service,  but  that,  in  some 
instances,  from  the  loss  of  vouchers,  sums 
had  been  charged  from  memory  only  to 
make  good  the  deficiency,  (o)   Lord  Vv  al- 

(o)  Extract  from  tlie  Evidence  of  Robert 
White.  [Report,  p.  13.] — What  are  the 
contents  of  the  affidavit  which  you  took 
before  the  Lord  Mayor  ? — Respecting  Ac- 
counts belonging  to  the  Post  OfSce. — ^What 
^re  the  facts  contained  in  the  affidavit  ? — 
Relating  to  nothing  else  but  the  Accounts, 
tvhich  are  travelling  and   incidental  ex- 
pences. — ^What  did  you  swear  in  that  affi- 
davit about  those  Accounts? — ^I  do  not  re- 
collect the  particulars  ;  the   letter  stated 
the  particulars. — ^What  was  the  general 
efiect  that  you  swore  about  the  Accounts  ? — 
Respecting  the  accounts,  by  order  of  the 
Comptroller    General   and  his    Deputy; 
made  out  the  Accounts  according  to  their 
order. — ^Did   you  say  in  that    affidavit, 
whether  the  Accounts  were  true  or  false  ? — 
They  were  made  out  to  cover  a  deficiency 
of  a  sum  advanced. — ^Who  advanced  the 
money  you  speak  of? — The  Deputy  Comp- 
troller General ;  I  suppose  on  account  of 
the  Comptroller  General ;  but  that  I  can- 
not say.: — ^Who  ordered  you  to  make  the 
Accounts  out  ? — ^The  Deputy  Comptroller 
General. — ^Who  told  you  now  to  make 
them  out  ? — Under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Hasker. — ^What  was  the  occasion  of  the 
deficiency  in  your  Accounts  ?— Through 
•Vouchers    being    mislaid,   in    many  in- 
stances,  and  lost. — ^Did  you  charge   the 
money  in  those  Accounts,  the  Vouchers 
of  which  were  lost  ? — ^There  may  be  arti- 
cles charged  in  the  Accounts  from  memory 
only. — ^Did  you  charge  any  articles  which 
you  do  not  remember  to  have  paid,  al- 
though you  had  lost  thjB  Vouchers  ? — No. — 
How  came  you  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Post- 
roaster  General  ?-^By  the  directions  of  the 
Deputy  Comptroller. — How  came   you  to 
make  an  affidavit  ? — ^By  the  same  direc- 
tion.— ^Who  told  you  what  to  write  ? — ^The 
same  person. — Who  wrote  the  letter  ? — 
Myself. — ^Who  saw  it  before  you  signed 


singham  on  being  questioned  as  to  this 
point  declares, ''  that  he  has  no  reason  in 
''  that  or  in  any  other  instance  to  impute 
''  to  Mr.  Palmer  any  private  interest  of 
"  bis  own  in  making  up  the  office  ac- 
"  counts.'*  (p)  And  this  Charge  was  con- 
sidered altogether  as  so  frivolous,  that  Mr. 
Hasker  himself,  the  agent  in  this  business, 
and  who  attended  the  Committee  for  the 
puipose  of  being  examined,  was  not  even 
called  upon,  but  has  continued  in  the 
Post- Office  to  this  day,  and  whose  salary, 
with  that  of  various  other  officers,  were 
considerably  raised  after  Mr.  Painter's 
suspension,  though  he  had  endeavoured  in 
vain  whilst  in  office,  to  procure  them  a 
trifling  addition  to  their  incomes.  This, 
indeed,  was  one  of  the  chief  grounds  of 
dispute  with  the  Post-masters  General; 
for  instance,  this  Mr.  Hasker's  salary  was 
originally  100/.  a  year,  Mr.  Palmer  ip^ 
plied  repeatedly  for  an  addition  to  it  of 
only  50/.  a  year  without  efiect ;  but,  be- 
fdre  he  had  been  dismissed  firom  the  Office 
a  twelvemonth,  Mr.  Hasker's  salary  was 
raised  from  100/.  to  700/.  a  year. — ^The 
last  Charge  relates  tQ  the  delay  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  letters.  With  respect  to  this, 
it  has  been  contended  by  Mr.  Palmer's 
Counsel,  that  his  private  letters  would  not 
be  received  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  but,  I  wish  not  to  stand  a  moment 
on  this  ground,  and  am  ready  to  admit 
these  letters,  however  unworthily  betrayed. 
All  I  contend  and  mean  to  prove  is  this ; 
that  they  bear  no  relation  to  the  fact  they 
are  meant  to  substantiate.  I  am  ready  to 
allow  that  these  letters  at  the  moments  in 
which  they  were  written  shew  a  desire  on 
Mr.  Palmer's  part,  not  to  create,  but  rather 
to  encourage  an  existing  and  growing 
neglect  amongst  the  subordinate  officers, 
the  consequence  of  the  disputes  betwixt 
their  superiors,  probably  conceiving  at 
such  moments  no  other  remedy  than  bring- 

it  ? — ^The  Deputy  Comptroller  General. — 
Who  told  you  what  to  swear  ? — ^The 
same  person  that  drew  the  affidavit  up. — 
Who  drew  the  affidavit  ?  The  same  per- 
son. 

(p)s  Extract  from  Lord  Walsingham's 
Evidence.  [Report>  p.  28.] — Could  Mr. 
Palmer*s  personal  interest  be  at  all  affect- 
ed by  the  settlement  of  White's  Ac- 
counts ? — I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
impute  to  Mr.  Palmer,  in  that  or  in  any 
other  respect,  his  having  any  private  in- 
terest of  his  own  upon  the  making  up  of 
the  Office  Accounts. 
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tog  this  disorder  to  its  crisis.  But,  as  Mr. 
palmer  states  ''  these  were  only  transient 
*'  thoughts  which  seldom  outlived  the  day, 
**  and  were  never,  upon  any  occasion^  act- 
«'  ed  on  '^*'  not  is  there  a  single  passayge 
throughout  these  letters  to  prove  the  con- 
trary. The  last  of  them,  extracted  from 
a  long  and  conEdential  correspondence, 
drawn  from  Mr.  Palmer  at  moments  of 
irritation  which  I  believe  few  tempers 
eould  have  withstood,  is  dated  in  October 
1790 ;  aad  during  the  whole  of  this  period, 
not  the  slightest  complaint  appears  to  have 
been  made  on  the  part  of  th^  public  or  the 
post-masters  General.  The  actual  delay 
took  place  in  1792 ;  and,  with  the  excep* 
tion  of  these  private  letters,  the  last  of 
which  was  written  nearly  two  years  be- 
fore, the  Post-masters  General  confess  that 
they  have  no  other  Evidence  to  prove  this 
charge  than  the  bare  assertion  of  the 
Deputy ;  {q)  and  I  appeal  to  the  house  if 
any  credit  should  be  given  to  such  testi- 
mony. '  But,  sir,  I  shsill  go  further,  and 
prove  who  did  create  this  delay,  that  it 
was  the  sole  act  of  this  very  Deputy,  by 
establishing  a  check  upon  the  charge- 
takers  in  the  Office,  as  explained  in  the 
following  Minutes  betwixt  the  Post-master 
General  and  himself,  contained  in  the  Re- 
port, p.  100.^ — Minute  qf  Post-nicMer  Gre- 
nercd — Genera!  Post  Office,  March  U, 
1792. — '*  Tlie  Post-master  General  desire 
''  to  know  whether  Mr.  Bonnor  has,  or  has 
^'  not,  taken  off  the  cheques  which  hs^d  been 
**  recently  imposed,  and  which  the  Post- 
"  master  General  never  saw  till  they  had 
''  been  carried  into  execution,  and  which 
^'  they  have  as  yet  given  no  orders  to  re- 
"  move.  If  these  cheques  do  essentially 
delay  the  deliveries,  Mr.  Bonnor  is  at 
liberty  to  postpone  them  ;  but  if  they 
"  do  not,  and  will  answer  the  effect  that 
"  was  intended  by  them,  they  should  by 

(9)  Extract  from  the  Earl  qf  Chester- 
field's EvidewXf — [Report,  p.  9.] — ^What 
other  proof  had  your  Lordship,  except 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Bonnor,  that  the 
late  delivery  of  letters  was  occasioned  by 
Mr.  Palmer? — ^We  had  at  ths^  time  no 
other  proof. — ^What  proof  had  your  Lord-; 
ship,  except  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Bon- 
nor, that  Mr.  Palmer  wished  to  throw  the 
post  Office  into  confusion,  and  to  attribute 
the  cause  of  such  confusion  to  the  Post- 
master General  ? — ^Mr.  Bonnor  being  cal- 
led upon  to  prove  the  assertions  he  had 
made,  furnished  the  Post-master  General 
with  the  letters  I  hav^  now  in  my  haad. 
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n0S,—Mr.  Pahncr's  Claim.     '  ^20-* 

"  all  means  be  continued.  W.  Ch." — Mr, 
Bonnor' s  Answer.  General  Post  Office, 
March  13,  1792 — "  One  only  of  the  new 
"  cheques  has  been  discontinued,  and  that 
f*  is  the  cheque  on  the  Charge-takers.  The 
"  time  lost  by  it  was  very  considerable  ; 
"  but  that  loss  of  time  proceeded  not  from^ 
''  the  operation  of  the  cheque  itself,  but 
'*  from  the  ignorance  and  incapability 
"  of  some  of  the  Inland  Officers,  whose 
<'  deficiencies  it  has  been  the  peculiar 
'f  merit  of  this  cheque  to  detect,  &c." — 
It  here  appears,  that  this  check  which  had 
be^n  removed  was  the  sole  cause  of  this 
delay,  and  this  at  once  explains  the  dif- 
ference betwixt  the  delivery  the  week  be- 
fore and  week  after  Mr.  Palmer's  suspen- 
sion on  the  7th  of  March,  as  stated  by  the 
Postmaster  General. — But,  I  should  havo- 
observed,  that  these  letters  were  not  the  ' 
grounds  of  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension^  but  of 
its  continuance.  The  nominal  ground  of 
suspension,  was  merely  the  refusal  of  the 
key  of  his  door  to  his  deputy  whom  he  had 
suspended,  and  who  on  bemg  restored  to 
his  situation  by  the  P.  M.  G.  came  to  de- 
mand his  key  in  an  impertinent  manner, 
after  the  hours  of  business,  withput  pro- 
ducing their  lordships  authority.  All  this 
is  explained  in  the  evidence,  and  that  Mr. 
Palmer  did  deliver  up  the  key  the  moment 

it  was  properly  applied  for.  (r)  However,. 

I  -      — ' • — 

M  The  Report  qf  Thomas  LtOYD,  First 
Clerk  in  tlie  Comptroller  GeneroTs  Office  in 
the  General  Post  Office, — [Report,  p.  65.] — 
Who  saith,  that  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday  the  6th 
of  March  1792^  Mr.  Bonnor,  the  Deputy- 
Comptroller  General,  called  at  the  Comp- 
troller General's  Office  and  enquired  of 
this  Informant,  if  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Comp- 
troller General,  was  within — that  this  In- 
formant answered,  that  he  was ;  and  there* 
upon  Mr.  Bonnor  desired  this  Informant 
would  immediately  wait  upon  Mr.  Palmer, 
and  desire  him  to  send  the  key  of  his  (Mr. 
Bonnor' s)  room,  in  the  said  Comptroller 
General's  Onice.  That  this  Informant  ac- 
cordingly waited  upon  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
delivered  the  aaid  message  ;  to  which  Mr. 
Palmer  replied,  th^t  he  should  not  send 
Mr.  Bonnor  the  key  he  required;  and 
desired  this  Informant  further  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Bonnor,  that  unless  he  immediately" 
left  the  office,  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  would 
send  for  a  couple  of  constables  to  shew 
him  the  doov;  which  message  this  In- 
formant immediately  delivered  to  Mr.  Bon- 
nor ;  who  thereupon  went  away.    (Signed) 
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men  whose  habits  in  life  were  not  calcu* 
lated  for  the  business;  who  on  coming 


sir,  the  house  may  well  suppose  that  a 
trifle  like  this  was  not  the  real  ground  of 
rupture ;  but  the  disputes  betwixt  the 
Postmaster  General  and  Mr.  Palmer,  which 
had  continued  so  long,  had  at  last  arrived 
to  that  extremity,  it  was  impossible  they 
could  go  on  together.  He  was  continually 
denying  their  authority,  and  remonstrating 
with  them  and  with  the  Treasury  upon 
their  interference  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
plan ;  their  lordships  on  their  part,  natu- 
rally jealous  of^  their  own  power,  and 
having  a  better  opinion  of  their  talents  for 
business  than  Mr.  Palmer  scavc  them  credit 
far,  chose  to  act  upon  that  opinion,  and 
not  to  be  considered  as  cyphers  at  the 
head  of  their  own  department.  How  far 
it  might  have  been  for  the  advantage  of 
Ihe  public,  that  their  lordships  had  been 
content  to  leave  Mr.  Palmer  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  plan,  is  not  for  me  to  de- 
termine ;  but  I  think  it  natural  to  suppose 
that  a  man  like  him  who  had  invented  and 
brought  this  plan  to  bear  amidst  the  al- 
most insuperable  ditficulties  that  sur- 
rounded him,  was  more  likely  to  preserve 
and  still  further  to  improve  it,  than  noble- 

T.  L%d.  Chesterfield  House,  March  1th 
1792.  Witness,  James  Lambert  (in  the 
absence  of  the  Solicitor). 

Copycf  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Lambert  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  dated  6th  March  1792  ;  to- 
gether  with  a  Minute  of  the  P,  M.  GL  dated 
1th  MArch  1792. — [Report,  p.  91.]  Mr. 
Lambert  presents  his  respectful  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Palmer  ;  has  received  the 
favour  of  the  note,  but  not  in  time  to  wait 
on  him  before  ten  o'clock.  He  therefore 
takes  the  liberty  of  sending  Mr.  Palmer 
the  enclosed  minute  of  the  P.  M.  Gls.  and 
if  the  bearer  should  meet  with  Mr.  Pal- 
mer at  home,  the  key  may  be  delivered 
to  him. — Mr.  L.  is  sorry  to  be  the  bearer 
of  a  disagreeable  message,  but  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  avoid  it. — If  Mr.  Palmer 
should  have  any  objections  to  give  up  the 
key,  he  will  be  pleased  either  to  state  them 
in  writinz,  or  Mr.  L.  will  wait  on  him  at 
any  hour  Mr.  Palmeir  may  appoint.  Gray's 
Inn,  Sth  March  1792. 

(Minute.)  The  Comptroller  General  is 
hereby  directed  to  deliver  immediately  to 
Mr.  Bonnor,  the  Deputy  Comptroller  Ge- 
neral, or  to  Mr.  Lambert,  Solicitor  to  the 
Post  Office  in  the  absence  of  Mr;  Parkins, 
the  key  of  the  Deputy  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral's room.  W.  Ch.  The  key  was  deli- 
vered immediately  to  the  messenger  who 
brought  Mr.  L.'8  letter.     March  1th, — 92. 
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into  office,  had  to  learn  that  business  from 
their  own  subordinate  officers,  the  old  ene- 
mies of  the  plan,  and  who  were  so  liable 
to  be  displaced  before  they  could  attain 
any  competent  knowledge  of  it,  that  in 
the  space  of  only  six  years,  there  'were 
eight  difierent  Postmasters  General  to  con- 
duct the  various  and  complex  branches  of 
this  extensive  concern.  Without  detaining 
the  house  by  reading  them,  I  would  ask 
any  hon.  gentleman  who  may  have  seen 
the  Postmaster  General's  minutes  con- 
tained in  this  evidence,  if  it  was  possible 
Mr.  Palmer  could  proceed  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  plan  with  such  interruption  ? 
And  yet  these  minutes  were  selected  fi-om 
numberless  others  in  proof  of  their  lord- 
ships anxiety  not  to  impede  him  ^  I  would 
refer  to  the  deputy's  opinion  of  these  mi- 
nutes, expressed  on  the  margin  of  one  of 
them.  {$)   What  possible    interest  could 

{s)  Minute  of  the  Postmaster  General;  with 
Mr.  Bonnor's  Remarks*  [Report,  p.  99.] — 
General  Post  Office,  August  4,  1791.  The 
gi*eat  object  which  the  P.  M.  G.  had  in 
view  was,  to  justify  themselves,  and. not. 
to  censure  others,  but  expose  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  Comptroller  General's  Clerks 
be»ne  under  the  necessity,  by  their  lord- 
ships^ Minute,  of  doing  the  duty  of  mes- 
sengers, and  of  the  business  of  the  office 
being  interrupted  )>y  Mr.  Bon]M>r'.s  doing 
the  ou^  of  the  Clerks.  One  of  the  rules 
which  Mr.  Bonnor  layffdown  is  a  bad  one; 
viz.  •'  in  all  cases  where  the  P.  M.  G.  as- 
sert or  direct  a  thing,  he  is  to  pay  the 
most  implicit  deference  to  it,  and  enforce 
it  immediately,  waving  at  once  all  opi- 
nion of  his  own,  &c.''   ' 

Mr.  Bonnor's  Remarks,  **  There  is  tio 
*'  replying  to  this  without  risking  k  quarrel^ 
"  but  in  this  part  of  the  P.  M.  GL's  ob- 
"  ject,  their  lordships  must  understand  by 
"  the  D.  C.  Gl.'s  last  Minute  on  the  sul>- 
*' ject,  that  they  failed  completely." 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  P.  M.  G.'s 
constant  desire,  and  was  so  stated  in  the 
first  Minute  which  their  lordships  ever 
made  in  August  last ;  viz.  *'  that  every 
person  should  represent  against  the  impro- 
priety or  inexpediency  of  any  order  the 
P.  M.  G.  may  give,  as  their  lordships  will 
be  as  ready  to  revoke  it,  as  they  can  beto 
give  it,  if  it  is  fraught  with  any  material 
objections ;"  therefore  Mr.  Bonnor  is  to 
understand  that  the  P.  M.  G.  are  always 
willing  and  desirous  to  receive  all.neces»* 
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Mr.  Palmer  have  in  quarrelling  with  their 
lords{)ips?  Had  they  let  him  alone,  he 
never  wished  to  interfere  with  their  pa- 
tronage or  power.  These  very  private 
letters^  the  only  pretence  that  has  ever 
been  set  up  for  his  dismissal^  prove  that  he 
would  have  agreed  with  them  had  it  been 
possible.  What  does  he  say  in  one  of 
them  ?  (The  hon.  gentleman  here  re- 
ferred to  the  letters  in  the  Report,  p.  60.) 
"  I  really  have  always  feh  that  every  ma- 
"  terial  alteration  should  have  their  sane- 
tion>  but  that  it  is  impossible  with  lord 
Walsingham  to  do  this.''  Again,  in 
another  letter,  "  Though  the  conduct  of 
*'  the  lords  is  the  very  thing  I  ought  to 
"  wish,  and  must  end  well,  yet  it  revives 
*f  old  quarrels  and  feelings,  and  fevers  me 
"  in  spite  of  myself  ?  d — n  them,  I  never 
''  can  get  a  little  quiet  or  bathing  but  this 

ary  information  upon  the  points  about 
which  they  are  giving  direction.  The  P. 
M.  G.  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know,  after 
the  quotations  they  have  made  from  their 
Minutes,  where  is  the  positive  order  "  not 
to  employ  a  substitute  for  Crompton,*'  as 
'  Mr.  Bonnor  knows  the  order  was  the  direct 
reverse ;  viz.  that  the  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral was  expressly  allowed  a  substitute,  only 
he  was  to  take  him  from  the  messengers, 
not  from  the  letter  carriers. — Mr.  Bon- 
nor's  Remarks.  "  This  "vyould  employ 
''  more  time  than  the  whole  of  their  official 
*^  duty  requires ;.  to  represent,  to  vindicate 
"  their  representations ;  to  produce  proofs ; 
**  maintain  arguments,  in  9  out  of  10  of 
"  which,  though  right,  they  would  be 
"  obliged  to  yield ;  and  9  out  of  10  of  the 
"  points  disputed,  not  worth  saying  3 
"  words  about,  or  bestowing  3  minutes 
'*  upon ;  and  so  create  fresh  correspond- 
'^  ence  and  fresh  disputes." 

Whenever  Mr.  Bonnor  discovers  over- 
sights or  errors  in  the  P.  M.  G.'s. Minutes, 
of  which  there  are  probably  many,  he 
should  always  point  them  out ;  sometimes 
they  arise  from  miscopying,  oftener  per- 
haps from  real  mistakes,  but  never  deli- 
berately or  intentionally.  The  P.  M.  G. 
observed,  that  no  messenger  was  allotted 
to  any  other  officer  but  the  Comptroller 
General :  in  answer  to  which  Mr.  Bonnor 
cites  Mr.  Commins,  the  Chamber-keeper, 
whose  duties  are  all  domestic,  and  cer- 
tainly not  those  of  a  messenger,  for  he  is 
to  keep  the  door,  the  stationary,  the  coals,  to 
overlook  bills,  to  pump  the  well,  &c.  there- 
fore, that  is  no  case  in  point. — Mr.  Bon- 
nor's  Remarks.    '^  It  certainly  is  strictly. 


"  is  the  case."  Can  any  thing  picture  his 
real  feeling  and  regi*et  at  these  disputes 
more  strongly  than  this,  for  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  sincerity  here,  as  he  little 
thought  at  the  moment,  the  use  that  was 
afterwards  to  be  made  of  these  letters  ? 
Can  it  be  wondered  that  he  should  have 
thus  confidentially  expressed  his  resent- 
ment at  their  lordship's  conduct,  when  to 
their  very  faces  be  denied  their  authority  ? 
And  should  no  allowance  have  been  made 
for  those  feelings  at  seeing  his  reputation, 
his  fortune,  and  the  public  interest  thus 
sacrificed,  by  the  wanton  and  vexatious  in- 
terference of  a ,  power  he  had  never  been 
taught  to  acknowledge,  and  which  was 
totally  incompatible  with  the  nature  and 
terms  of  his  agreement  in  undertaking  a 
plan  for  the  success  of  which  he  was 
wholly    responsible  ?    {t)    And    here    I 

unless  Mr.  B.'s  Statement  of  his  duties 
is  erroneous,  which  the  P.  M.  G.  does 
say  is  the  case.". 

The  Comptroller  General  was  distinctly 
allowed  any  one  of  the  messengers  to  be 
in  waiting,  vice  Crompton,  and  they  were 
to  be  exempted  from  all  other  duties  during 
that  time,  for  which  see  the  words  of  both 
Minutes ;  and  if  Mr.  Bonnor  had  applied 
to  any  one  of  the  extra  messengers,  they 
probably  would  have  undertaken  it  with- 
out much  reluctance.  If  the  misconcep- . 
tion  was  accidental  in  Mr.  Bonnor,  it  was 
by  no  means  blameable  ;  but  no  man  who 
reads  the  P.  M.  G.  s  two  Minutes  can  say, 
that  the  business  of  the  Office  was  inter- 
rupted by  their  lordships  refusing  to  the 
Comptroller  General  the  substitute  he  want- 
ed in  Crompton's  stead.  W.  Ch. 

{t)  Extract  frofin  Mr.  Palmer's  Reffum- 
strance  to  the  Treasuiy,  January  6,  1796. — 
Although  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
justify  my  subsequent  private  conduct,  in 
order  to  support  my  previous  legal  claim, 
yet  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  appear  capa* 
ble  of  disrespect  without  provocation,  and 
I  trust  it  will  be  allowed  that  my  feelings 
have  been  severely  tried ;  for  in  tne  first  in- 
stance, the  unmerited  opposition,  experi- 
enced to  my  Pkji  from  all  branches  of 
the  Post-Office,  and  the  impossibility  of 
conducting  it,  if  controuled,  made  me  na- 
turally jealous  of  every  interference ;  but 
this  disposition  was  wearing  away,  and  I 
entertained  the  hope  that  former  animosi- 
ties would  cease.  This  hope  was  consi- 
derably supported  by  the  growing  at- 
tention and  confidence  of  the  successive 
Postmasters  General^  till  the  appointment 
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entreat  the  house  to  ^low  me  to  read 
one  letter  only  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  the 
Postmasters  General,  which  I  think  is  but 
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of  lord  Walsingham,  who  frequently  wrote 
to  me  for  official  information,  and  expressed 
opinions  very  flattering   both  to  myself 
and  my  Plan,  and    among  many  others, 
I  received  from  him  the  following  note,  viz. 
**  Decetftber  2Stk,  1787.     I  have  longwish- 
"  ed  to  see  that  point  cleared,  of  your 
*'  Plan  costing  less  than  the  old  one,  for 
"  I  have  understood  invariably,  that  it  cost 
"  more,  but  that  the  benefits  overpaid  the 
expences.     Be  it  one  or  the  other,  it 
was  a  most  fortunate  regulation,   and 
you  will  well  deserve  the  Salary  and  Com- 
*'  mission  on  the  increased  Revenue,  for  xvhich 
"  tfte  faith  of  Government  is  pledged  to  you. — 
**  Yours,  W»" — In  answer  to  this  not©,  1 
fent  his  lordship  such  information  as  might 
have  completely  satisfied  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  though  the  accounts  under  his  own 
controul,  if  properly  examined,  must  have 
rendered  any  explanation,  either  from  my- 
self or  others,  unnecessary ;    and  surely 
those  documents  only  should  have  satisfied 
him  on  a  point  which  involved  the  most 
material   interests  of  the  office  under  his 
inspection.  While  these  friendly  communi- 
cations were  passing,  the  Commissioners 
made  their  Report  respecting  the   Post 
OlBce,  in  which  so  much  conunendation 
is   bestowed  on  my  plan  and    conduct. 
Lord  Walsingham,  having  procured  this 
Report,  previous  to  its  appearing  at  your 
lordships'   board  first  communicated  the 
contents  to  the  old  officers ;   and  then, 
after  ^taking  every  clerk  out  of  my  office, 
to  Windsor,   kept  them  at  an  inn   there 
for  near  three  months,  at  the  public  ex- 
p^nce,  and  loss  of  their  services,  in  order 
that   they  might  privately  copy  the  Re- 
port ;    and  when  I   requested  of  him  a 
perusal,   or  such  information  as  related 
to  myself;  it  was  not  only  refused,  but  my 
own   Clerks  declared  themselves   laid   under 
strong  injunctions  by  his  Lordship,  to  keep  the 
matter  perfectly  secret  frotn  me.     These  cir- 
cumstances naturally  created  a  desire  for 
investigation ;  and  I  afterwards  discovered 
tliat,  notwithstanding  his  Lordship's  appa- 
rent friendship,  and  although  nothing  ap- 
peared inimical  to  any  other  Officer,  yet 
the  following  Notes  were  inserted  in  the 
margin,  in  his  own  hand -writing,  respect- 
ing  myself  aiid  my  Plan,  viz.     Where 
the  Report  mentions  "  The  improvement 
';  of  the  Revenue  by  my  Plan,  and  declares 
"my  merits,"  Lord  Walsingham  remarks 
Vol.  XL 


fair  after  .the  exposure  of  his  private  cor- 
respondence. The  letter  I  mean  is  date^l 
in  October  1790,  during  the  period  of  these 

'  ■  ■  --  i 

— "  There  is  no  proof  of  the  impravemeni  qf 
"  the  Revenue,  the  expence  exceeds  the  former 
''by  IS,000L  per  year.*'     Wherethe  Re- 
port says,  '^  By  which  the  correspondence 
*'  of  the  Kingdom  is  Improved,  and  the  Re- 
**  venue  increased," — his  Lordship  writes 
"  Not  so.'*    To  the  Commissioner's  Decla-" 
ration,  "  That  they  had  examined  with 
"  great  attention  the  numerous  documents 
"  and  information  furnished  by  boih  par- 
"  ties" — his.  Lordship  wrote,  **  No  docu- 
ments in  opposition  to  tlie  measure  produced.". 
On  the  Commissioners'   further  remarks, 
proving  the  Plan  and  its  effects  beneficial, 
his  Lordship   wrote,    "  Nothing   like  it" 
Where  the  Report  notices  the  great  de- 
falcation of  the  post,  previous  to  my  Plan, 
by"  Letters  and  Packets  going  by  Coaches^ 
and  that  they  had  been  sent  by  post  since 
the  reform — his  Lordship  wrote  (what  the 
acknowledged    superior    speed    of   Mail- 
Coaches  must  have  rendered  improbable) 
viz.   "  Mavy  Blerchants'    Letters    are  noxa 
"  sent  as  Parcels  by  the  Flys  and  Diligences" 
And  where  the  Commissioners  say,  "  \Jix-, 
''  der  these  circumstances  we  are  of  opi- 
nion that  Mr.  Palmer  is  justly  intitledto 
the   compensation   he  claims,  being  a 
very  small  part  of  that  Revenue  which 
his  integrity,   activity    and    zeal    have 
"  created,  exclusive  of  the  immerous  ad- 
vantages accruing  to  the  public  and  com- 
merce,"— his  Lordship  wrote,  *'  Not  a 
''  word  true."     Now,  my  Lords,  these  re- 
marks, made   on   theReport  from  which 
your  Lordships  were  to  learn  the  state  of 
the  Post  Oflice,  and  the  merits  and  claims 
of  its  Officers,  evidently  tended  to  deprive 
me,  clandestinely,  of  a  certificate,on  which, 
in  a  manner,,  my  title  to  the  reward  for 
which  I  had  been  years  labouring,  and 
on  which  all  my  prospects  depended.     It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  they  were  made  by 
his  Lordship,  when  apparently  my  friend, 
although  not  only  Office  documents  and 
accounts,  but  those  furnished   by  me,  and , 
not  objected  to  by  him,  would  then,  and 
will   now,   ascertain,   beyond   the   possi* 
bility  of  refutation,  that  the  Report,  which, 
has  never  since  been  questioned,  was  true,, 
and  his  Lordship's  doubts  and  contradict 
tions  groundless.    As  another  of  the  num^ 
berless  instances  of  Lord  Walsingham'a 
want  of  candour,  I  must  refer  to  the-  dis- 
pute which  arose  respecting  my  projected 
improvements  of  the  iScotch  Postj  vvhicU 
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disputes,  being  a  strong  remonstrance  on 
their  conduct.  1  beg  to  observe  that  there 
ate  tMo  copies  of  thi;s  letter  in  the  evidence, 

his  supercession  of  my  powers  in  that  king- 
dom completely  stopt.  The  Postmaster 
General  haying,  after  this  dispute,  sent  a 
Letter  to  JVlr.  Pitt,  containing  charges 
.against  me,  on  my  challenging  them  to  fix 
a  single  blot  on  any  part  of  my  conduct : 
I  was  desirous  of  answering  these  charges, 
but  pr;  venled  by  assurances  from  the  Post- 
master Central,  that  the  Letter  was  merely 
private,  and  would,  be  thought  no  more  of; 
I  V  as  likewise  to  experience  in  future  no 
more  vexatious  interference  in  my  exe- 
cutive department  However,  Lord  Wal- 
aingham's  conduct  soon  revived  the  dis- 
putes, and  I  was  afterwards  much  surprized 
to  find  that  this  private  Letter  had  been  en- 
tered up  as  a  recorded  accusation  against  me 
in  the  Office  Books,  tvithout  giving  me  an  piti- 
motion  on  the  suffject,  or  an  opportunity  to  an- 
tfwer  it,  I  appealed  to  your  Lordships, 
desiring  to  be  heard,  as  well  respecting 
these  charges,  as  the  injuries  sustained  by 
the  impediments  to  my  Plan ;  but  the 
l^etter  having  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  not  to  the  Board,  no  official  answer 
Cpuld  be  received.  I  was  therefore  un- 
der the  necessity  of  sending  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  the  Minutes  entered  in  Ap- 
pendix [No.  9. — here,  following]  urging  a 
regular  production  of  the  charges,  and 
iiill  investigation  of  my  conduct ;  and 
likewise,  that  such  resolutions  might  be 
entered  at  your  Lordships'  Board,  as  might 
secure  my  proceeding  with  safety  tp  my- 
self, and  advantage  to  the  public.  This 
ipfler  was  declined,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  substantiate  the  charges,  but  again  a  line 
yr?A  proposed  to  be  drawn  between  us,  and 
again  delayed  till  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral took  an  opportunity  of  ending  the  mat- 
ter by  my  suspension,  without  assigining 
any  specific  charge  ;  and  I  am  confklent, 
that  if  assigned,  it  would  merely  have  been 
such  as  might  have  endangered  the  loss  of 
a  patron  to  an  officer  whose  sole  claim 
depended  on  patronage,  but  could  never 
have  been  sufficient  to  do  away  rights 
acquired  by  specific  agreement,  and  past  ser- 
vices. Minute  rrferred  to  in  tlie  cSxyoe  Ex- 
tract, — Comptroller-  General's  Office,  April  1 4, 
1791.  The  ComptrollerrGeneral  informs 
fhe  Post-Master  General,  agreeably  to  the 
declaration  they  have  before  obliged  him 
to  make  to  them,  that  hp  considers  his 
commission  as^held  undef,  and  himself  r^- 
tgonsible  tdii^imtely  to  the  Lords  Comnmioners 


lord  Walsingham  having  complained  tha^ 
the  one  produced  by  Mr.  Palmer  did  not 
contain  the  whole  of  the  original  as  pro- 

(^  his  Majesty* s  Treasury  only,  by  his  agree* 
ment,  as  uxll  as  by  their  voarrant  (f  appoini-    • 
ment,  originating  vnth  than.      He   has  inr 
formed  their  Lordships,  his  motives  for  not 
answering  several  of  the  Post-Master  Ge-x 
neral's  minutes,  which  he  trusts  cannot  but 
be  satisfactory  to  them.     The  same  reasons 
will  prevent  him  from  answering  any  others 
their  Lordships  may  send,  but  such  as  ap-? 
pear  to  him  absolutely  necessary.     He  is 
anxious,  that  their  Lordships  may  not  con- 
sider this  conduct  as  meant  in  the  least  dis^ 
respectful  to  them.     Jt  arises  from  that  re- 
gard every  individual  has  a  right  to  pay  to  his 
otvn  interest,  peace,  and  character, — ^l-'rom  a 
conviction,  that  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  proceed  to  necessaiy  and  extensive  imr 
provements  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
kingdom  and  its  Revenue,  or  to  preserve 
those  he  has  already  carried  into  execur 
tion  from  ruin  under  his  present  powers — 
from  this  conviction  only,  he  claims  from  Go- 
vernment those  powers  original^  promised  him, 
— ^The  Comptroller-General  is  informed, 
that  the  Post-Master  General'sL  Letter  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  does  not  come  officially  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  there 
would  be   an  impropriety,  as  the  matter 
stands  at  present,  in  the  Comptroller-Ge- 
neral's answering  it  to  the  Treasury,  though 
its  having  been  entered  on  the  Post-Office 
Books  inakes  it  an  official  charge  against 
him.     That  the  properest  method  to  be 
taken,  will  be  for  the  Post-Master  General 
to  address  it  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  his  majesty's  Treasury ;    and  at  the 
same  time  to  send  with  it  copies  of  all 
other  Letters,  or  Papers,  that  may  have 
been  entered  on  the    Books,  since  the' 
Comptroller- General's  first  appointmfnt^ 
that  may  accuse  him  of  misconduct,  or  in 
which  any  doubt  may  be  expressed  of  the 
merits  of  his  Pfan,  the  expence  of  its 
establishment,  and  the  ponduct  of  it*     Its 
effects  on  the  Revenue,  and  the  injury  or 
advantage   it  may  be  to  the  Public,  or 
wherein  Government  may  have  been  de- 
ceived, and  led  into  the  making  an  im- 
proper agreement  with  the  Comptroller- 
General,  and  in  what  parts  the  Plan  may 
have  failed  in  the  expectations  held  out 
to  the  Public,  as  well  as  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasuiy. — ^- 
These,  with  all  other  observations  their 
Lordships  can  make,  together  with  all  in- 
formation they  can  gain  from  their  old- 
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duced  by  his  lordship ;  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  read  the  whole  of  this  letter,  to 
Satisfy  the  house  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  no 
Motive  in  omitting  part  of  it  but  to  save 
tmnecessary  trouble  to  the  reader.-^P^///^ey 
Ort.  12,  1790. — "My  Lords;  I  am  con- 
^'  cerned  your  lordships  attempt  to  super- 
sede ray  commission  ;  and  the  ill  effects 
v\^hich  I  apprehend  may  arise  to  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  country,  from  your 
"  further  interference  with  my  reguia- 
""  tions,  oblige  me  to  ^pply  to  the  mmister 
'*  for  his  accustomed  support,  by  whose 
"  warrant  I  received  that  commission,  and 
*'  to  whom  only  I  consider  myself  respon- 
*'  sible  for  my  conduct;  for  though  I  am 
*'  nominally  undiir  thie  Postmaster  General 
^'  1  am  virtually  uildet*  the  Treasury. — ^The 
''  original  warrant,  which  I  have  the  ho- 
"  nour  to  inclose  your  lordships,  will  shew 
*'  you,  that  it  was  intended  I  should  hold 
*'  xxnY  office  under  the  crown,  and  not  the 
"  Post-Office,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to 
*'  the  minister  This  warrant  being  sub- 
'»'  mitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
"  General,  he  advised,  that,  according  to 
»'  the  present  constitution  of  the  Post-' 
*'  Office,  my  employ  could  be  legally  held 
•'  only  under  the  Postmaster  General,  by 
•'  a  warrant  from  the  Treasury,  directing 
"  them  to  grant  such  appointment,  with 
''  the  powers  expi^essed  in  it.  It  was 
*'  therefore  made  out  in  the  manner  I  now 
"  hold  it,  as  a  matter  of  present  necessity. 

— • I        ^  _  .  I    -  .  -  - 

est,  most  experienced,  and  confidential 
Officers,  will  be  necessary  to  accompany 
the  said  Memorial.  The  Comptroller- 
General,  therefore,  requests  their  Lord- 
ihips  will  have  the  goodness  to  send  the 
above  Papers  as  early  as  they  convenient- 
ly can,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  that  he  nuiy  he  enabled  to  ansiver 
'  them  as  soon  as  possible. — Their  Lordships 
remark,  that  his  second  question  was  meant 
for  insult,  obliges  him  to  say,  that  such 
meanin:*  was,  and  ever  has  been,  very  dis- 
tant from  his  thoughts  towards  their  Lord- 
ships; his  disposition  being  as  little  in-: 
clined  to  give  an  insult,  as  to  put  up  with 
one. — ^Their  Lordships  will  be  sensible, 
he  could  put  the  question  in  no  other 
shape  to  them,  when  they  recollect,  on 
tocTT^  occasion,  where  an  increased  price  has 
been  demanded  for  convei/ing  the  Mails  hy  a 
Cart,  such  demand  has  baen  at  once  invariably 
complied  with  bj/  their  Lordships ;  but  when  re- 
guiJ^dfor  the  conveyance  by  a  Coach,  and  their 
Lordships  liave  been  assured  that  the  terms  were 
^'en  less  than  tlie  Mails  could  be  conveyed  for 
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Your  lordships  therefoire  venturing  to 
supersede  a  commission  granted  me. 
"  under  a  warrant  from  the  Treasury  to 
"  former  Postmasters  General,  for  services. 
"  the  Lords  Commissioners  hvxd  expressed, 
themselves  so  partial  to,  and  under  su.;h 
partiailar  circumstances,  as  will  appear 
by  the  inclosed  Treasury  minute  ;  con- 
"  tradicting  too  the  orders  given  by  them 
"  in  consequence  of  their  circular  letter  to. 
'*  all  Postmasters  in  the  year  1785,  has,  X 
"  thintv,  been  rather  a  hasty  and  ill-advised, 
"  nieasure,  and  not  consistent  with  that, 
''judgment  and  temper  which  usually, 
*'  guide  your  lordships'  conduct.  No  man,, 
"  1  am  sure,  in  this  kingdom  is  more  sen- 
"  sible  than  I  am  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
"  per  subordination,  or  to  the  respect  due. 
"  to  the  nobility  of  this  country,  or  has 
"  higher  obligations  to  them.;  and  I  am 
"  Sure  I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof  of  it,. 
"  than  in  still  retaining  my  respect  and. 
"  esteem  for  your  lordships,  after  the  very 
"  unhandsome  and  unprovoked  conduct. 
"  you  have  used  towards  me.  Both  your 
"  lordships,  on  accepting  your  appoint- 
"  ments,  knew  my  situation  in  the  office,. 
"  and  found  me  in  the  uncontrouled  exer- 
"  cise  of  the  powers  the  warrant  from  go- 
"  vernment  had  directed  to  be  given  me  ; 
"  your  lordships  have  an  undoubted  right, 
"  if  you  saw  me  at  any  time,  proceeding. 
''  wrong,  or  any  ill  effects  arising  from, 
my  conduct,  to  report  it  to  the  Trcar 
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by  a  Cart  on  the  same  Road;  though  twice 
informed  of  this  by  the  Comptroller- Gene- 
ral, and  pressed  by  every  reason  he  could 
urge,  why  such  demand  should  be  ilnme- 
diately  complied  with,  and  the  ill  con- 
sequences of*  delay  pointed  out,  yet  their 
Lordships  thought  proper  to  refuse  such, 
payment,  without  permission  teing  first 
obtained  from  the  Treasury,  and  chose  to 
protract  the  application  for  such  payments 
for  near  three  months. — The  Comptroller- 
General  knows  of  nothing  in  his  deprirt- 
ment,  vvhich  has  at  any  time  whatever 
called  for  their  Lordship's  interference; 
the  ill  consequences  arising  from  their 
Lordships  so  frequently  taking  upon  them- 
selves to  intermeddle  in  the  manage^nent 
of  his  plan,  he  has  too  often  experienced  ; 
of  which  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  as  wcU 
as  the  Public,  will  be  fully  informed  in  his 
Memorial  to  tlieir  Lordships,  which  will 
accompany  his  answer  to  the  Post- Master 
General's  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  the 
charges  against  him,  which  their 'Lord- 
ships may  send  to  th6  Treasury.     J.  P. 
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'*  sury  ;  but  I  challenge  your  lordships 
'*  to  put  your  finger  on  one  single  blot 
*'  committed  by  me,  from  the  moment  I 
'*  took  my  appointment  till  this  time. 
'^Whv,  therefore,  this  wanton  interfer- 
**  ence,  threatening  me,  and  insulting  and 
''  flisgracing  valuable  officers,  who  are 
''  known  to  be  attached  to  me,  and  at  a 
''  time  when  they  are  particularly  distin- 
*'  guishirtg  themselves  for  the  good  of  the 
''  service  ?  Indeed,  my  lords,  if  you  per- 
"  sist  in  such  treatment  of  them,  I  shall 
''  not  have  an^olficer  of  any  vaUie  remain 
*'  with  me,  if  they  can  possibly  get  situ- 
''  ations  in  any  other  employ. — ^Your  lord- 
**  ships  have  been  informed  of  the  dis- 
**  graceful  opposition  to  ray  plan,  before  I 
^*  came  into  office,  which  made  it  necessary 
*'  for  the  minister  to  give  me  powers  to 
^' act  as  I  pleased  in  the  arrangements  of 
''  the  posts  and  conducting  its  business  : 
*'  the  inclosed  letters  to  all  Postmasters 
*'  will  shew  it.  And  can  ?t  be  supposed, 
''  that  after  the  success  and  beneficial 
*'  eflects  which  \^ere  the  consequence  of 
"  those  powers  being  given  me,  I  am  to  be 
''  deprived  of  them,  and  expected  to  con- 
duct so  complex  and  difficult  a  business, 
or  extend  my  plan  with  less  powers : 
**  that  my  regulations  should  be  submitted 
*'  in  an  office  so  liable  to  change,  to  every 
"  Postmaster  General  to  check  or  controul 
"them,  and  to  do  which  he  must  either 
"  advise  with  the  officers  underme,  or  those 
*'  most  active  in  a  former  opposition  to 
"  ruin  my  plan.  If  this  were  the  case, 
''  however  well  disposed  your  lordships 
*'  may  be,  do  you  think  it  could  exist,  or 
"  the  public  be  long  in  possession  of  its 
'*  benefits? — Mr.  Pitt, my  lords, has  made 
'*  a  purchase  of  my  ingenuity  and  judg- 
''  meat,  such  as  it  is,  and  I  am  to  act  upon 
"  that  judgment,  and  no  other  person's 
*'  whatevf  r,  subject,  if  I  do  wrong,  to  your 
"  loi  d-;hips'  ol)ser\'ations  and  report  to  the 
*'  Treasury.  Nor  is  this  by  any  means 
"  new  to  the  office  :  Mr.  Allen,  for  a  very 
^<  partial  improvement  of  the  Cross  Posts, 
"  not  only  had  the  whole  power  and  ma- 
'*  nagemcnt  delegated  to,  him,  but  the  es- 
*'  tate  itself,  and  that  without  any  controul 
*<  whatever  ;  nor  would  he  even  inform  the 
*'  Postmaster  General  of  any  part  of  his 
*f  plan.  As  soon  as  they  were  satisfied, 
"  from  his  character,  and  the  fow  hints  he 
*^  gave  them,  that  it  would  be  a  benefit 
*■/  to  correspondence,  and  some  advantage 
<*  to  the  revenue,  so  far  from  being  jealous 
"  of  parting  with  their  authorities,  they 
-*'  solicited  government  that  they  might  do 
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it,  and  gave  him  every  possible  encou- 
r^ement.  He  had  a  complete  farm  of 
those  Posts  during  his  hie  ;  the  time  he 
held  it  forty  two  years,  and  got,  by  his 
statement,  above  12,000/.  per  year  by 
"  them. — I  have  the  satisfaction  to  remark 
to  your  lordships,  when  I  began  thie  im- 
provements in  the  Cross  Posts,  though 
"  the  revenue  was  decreasing,  that  during 
"  the  short  time  I  have  managed  them, 
*'  its  Revenue  has  increased  considerably 
''  more  than  in  the  whole  forty-two  years 
*'  Mr.  Allen  farmed  them :  indeed  nearly 
"  double,  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
*'  increase  of  franks.  The  more  extensive 
"  and  superior  advantages  correspondence 
'*  derives  from  mine,  the  public  as  well  as 
"  your  lordships  must  be  sensible  to ;  he 
"  had  the  whole  of  the  increased  revenue, 
*'  and  the  most  uncontrouled  power  ir^  the 
"  manafijement  of  these  Posts.  I  have  two 
'*  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  whole  revenue 
"  of  the  office,,  and  am  expected,  for  that 
"  consideration,  to  conduct  and  improve 
'*  the  whole  Posts  of  the  kinsrdom  :  and 
"  your  lordships  command  me  to  manage 
\*  this  plan,  of  so  much  greater  magnitude, 
"  in  trammels  and  fetters.  From  .this 
"  feeling,  I  have  delayed  carrying  into  ex- 
*'  ecution  many  of  my  plans,  which  vvould 
"/have  given  great  accommodation  to  the 
"  public,  and  proved  very  popular,  as  well 
"  as  productive  to  the  revenue,  because  I 
"  would  not  submit  them  to  the  judgment 
"  of  others,  and  render  myself  liable  to  a 
"  renewal  of  former  opposition. — In  re- 
"  spect  to  any  commands  your  lordships 
"  may  think  proper  to  send  me,  I  must 
"  observe,  both  our  appointments  and 
"  powers  are  derived  from  the  same  source, 
"  though  for  different  considerations ; 
"  your  lordships  for  th^t  for  which  all 
"  power  is  delegated,  to  do  good — mine, 
"  not  only  to  do  future  good,  but  for  hav- 
"  ing  done  great  good  in  the  department 
"  we  both  act  in,  preceding  my  appoint- 
"  ment,  which  the  former  Post-Master 
*'  General  were  expressly  ordered  to  give 
"  me  for  these  purposes  and  services. 
*'  Whenever  therefore  your  lordships,  from 
"  mistake  or  ill  advice',  shall  send  me  any 
'*  commands  that  I  think  may  go  to  rais- 
"  chief  instead  of  good,  1  shall  most  cer- 
"  tainly  not  observe  them  ;  and  if  I  appre- 
"  hend  ill  consequences  from  any  you 
"  may  think  proper  to  send  to  any  of  the 
"  officers  under  me,  I  shall  take  the  liberty, 
"for  your  lordship's  sakes  as  well  as  my 
"  own  and  the  public's,  to  contradict 
«*  them  ;  for  if  I  had  not  done  this  in  more 
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*;than  one  instance.  Lord  Walsinghara, 
**  with  the  best  intentions,  would  have 
''  thrown  the  business  into  extreme  confu-* 
**  sion,  and  have  placed  himself  in  a  very 
'',  unpleasant  situation  with  that  public. — 
''  I  beg  leave  therefore,  and  that  in  the 
^  most  earnest  manner,  and  from  the  real 
"  esteem  and  respect  I  entertain  for  both, 
"  to  caution  your  lordships  from  further 
"  interftjrence  till  Mr.  Pitt's  pleasure  be 
"  known ;  for  I  am  responsible  only  for 
"  my  own  acts,  and  you  know  not  how 
"  delicate  and  dangerous  an  engine  you 
**  are  playing  with. — ^\Vhen  I  reflect  on 
^  this  conduct  of  your  lordships,  I  am 
"  struck  with  astonishment,  nor  can  I  in  any 
"  way  account  for  the  haste  and  violence 
"  of  it ;  I  am  sure  if  Mr.  Todd  had  been 
"  at  home,  it  never  would  have  happened. 
"  — I  wrote  to  your  lordships  I  should  be 
"  in  town  in  a  few  days,  and  do  myself 
**  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you,  when  I 
''  hoped  every  thing  might  be  adjusted  to 
"  your  satisfaction.  You  w^ould  not  wait 
*f  this  short  absence,  but  send  me  your 
**  peremptory  decision ;  contradict  orders 
"  given  by  former  Post-Masters  General 
*'  to  Mr.  Ollphant  to  obey  my  directions ; 
"  supersede  my  commission,  and  send  him 
"  papers  to  invite  complaint  and  opposition 
"  against  necessary  regulations  in  his  office, 
"  and  which  I  am  bound  to  overlook  by 
*'  my  commission,  as  well  as  all  others  con- 
'^  cerned  in  the  correspondence  of.  the 
**  country. — ^Why  is  the  pcr-centage  in- 
**  deed  given  me,  but  to  interest  me  in  the 
"  care  of  every  thing  whatever  by  which 
<'  the  revenue  of  the  office  maybe  affected  ? 
'^  Your4ordships  cannot  be  injured  in  your 
'*  fortune  by  a  mismanagement  of  it ;  I 
*'  may,  and  that  to  the  ruin  of  my  income. 
•'  — ^When  you  read  the  inclosed  letters 
"  from  Mr.  Frecling,  I  think  it  impossible 
"  but  your  lordships  must  feel  a  concern 
**  for,  the  conduct  you  have  so  hastily  pur- 
**  sued  ;  and  the  pain  you  have  given  to 
"  the  mind  of  so  worthy  an  officer,  and  be 
'\  yourselves  astonished  at  it ;  and  when 
*'  the  whole  of  his  report  comes  before 
*'  you,  and  you  see  the  labour  and  fatigue 
^'  he  has  undergone,  it  cannot  be  but  that 
*'  you  will  order  him  some  reward  for  his 
***  great  trouble,  and  the  services  he  has 
"  done  ;  and  as  your  lordships  have 
«'"  thought  proper  to  appeal  to  Mr.  Oli- 
*'  phant  for  his  conduct,  I  have  the  fullest 
"  reliance  on  the  truth  and  candour  of  that 
•'  gentleman's  report.  I  have  the  honour 
''  to  be,  &c.  J.  Palmer.'^ — Mr.  Palmer 
here  asserts  most  positively  hi-j  independ- 


ence of  the  Post-master  General>  and  de- 
clares he  shall  obey  no  orders  which  he 
conceives  may  tend  to  mischief  instead  of 
good  :  Had  he  been  mistaken  in  his  con- 
struction of  his  own  appointment,  should 
he  not  have  been  set  right  at  tlie  time  ? 
Mr.   Pitt  knew   of  this   letter,  and   Mr. 
Palmer's  assertions  were  never  denied ; 
but  the  dispute  was  made  up  as  others  had 
been ;  and  the  last  would  have  been  ac- 
commodated, even  after  the  production  of 
the  private  letters,  had  the  Post-Master 
General   consented  ;     for   Mr.   Pitt   was 
satisfied  \vith  Mr.  Palmer's  integrity,  and 
with  his  answer  to  the  charges  brought 
against  him   (u)  but,  after  all  that  had 
passed,  and  the  disclosure  of  this  private 
correspondence,  a  reconciliation  was  hardly 
to  be  expected ;    the  minister,  therefore, 
finding  himself  obliged  to  dispense  with 
the  services   of  one  party,  the   weakest 
gave  way,  and  Mr.  Palmer   on  retiring 
from  office,  was  made  as  liberal  an  allow- 
ance as,  I  suppose,  was  thought  adviseable 
under  the  circumstances  ;  for  had  he  con- 
tinued to  have  received  the  full  benefit  of 
his  Agreement,  the  public  might  naturally 
have  enquired  why  he  had  been  dismissed, 
and  the  whole  atFair  hav^  been  exposed  to 
their  observation  and  censure. — With  re- 
spect to  the  latter  part  of  this  Observation 
of  the  Committee,  relative  to  the  excess  in 
the  expenditure,  as  it  does  not  aliect  the 
question  of  the  Agreement,  I  should  not 
trouble  the  house  upon  it ;   but,  as  I  un- 
derstand it  has  been  objected  to,  and  that 
Mr.  Palmer  has  been  acqused  of  misrepre- 
sentation,  I   feel    myself   compelled    to 
notice  it.     [Mr.  Long  here  rosc^  to  state 
his  objection  to  this  part  of  the  Report,  as 
being  unfounded,  and  reflecting  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Post-Office  ;  particularly 
that  of  a  very  meritorious   officer,    Mr. 
Freeling.] — Major  Palmer  continued  :     I 
trust.  Sir,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
observed  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  I  shall 
convince  the  house  that  Mr.  Palmer  has  ia 


{u)  Extract  from  Mr.  Palmer's  jEzj/cfence. 
— [Report,  p.  6.]  How  came  you  to  know, 
that  the  answer  given  to  the  first  body  ot" 
•charges,  made  against  you  by  the  Post- 
master General,  was  satisfactory  to  Mr. 
Pitt  ? — I  understood  so  both  from  the  late 
and  present  lord  Camden. — Have  you  any 
reason  to  know,  that  the  answer  to  the 
second  body  of  charges  was  satisfactory 
to  Mr.  Pitt  ? — I  understood  from  both 
those  gentlemen,  that  tUey  were  equally 
so. 
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Ao  part  of  this  Evidence  stated  that  which 
is  not  strictly  true.     Upon  this  excess  in 
the  expenditure,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read 
his  own  words.     The  question  to  Mr.  Pal- 
rter  is,  "  What  has  been  the  excess  in  the 
*'  expenditure  in  the  General  Post-Office, 
"  during  the  4)eriod  of  your  suspension, 
"  beyond  the  average  during  the  period  of 
"  your  management  ? — A,  187,84-8/.  in  the 
"  whole." — I  must  here  observe,  that  the 
Committee,  not  being  aware  of  the  period 
of  Mr.   Palmer's  management,  took  an 
average  of  the  four  years  previous  and  sub- 
sequent to  his  suspension,  which  makes  the 
amount  of  \^o,OOOl.  stated  in  their  Obser- 
vation.    The  next  Question  is  as  follows ; 
"  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  if  you  had 
*'  contmued  in  your  situation  of  Comp- 
'*  troller  General  in  the  Post-Office  from 
*'  the  period  at  which  your  suspension  took 
*'  place  till  the  present  time,  the   Post- 
**  Office  revenue  would  have  been  bene- 
*'  fitted  to  the  amount  you  have  just  stated  ? 
**  — A,  In  answer  to  this  I  beg  to  observe, 
"  that  in  the  execution  of  the  various  plans 
*'  I  proposed  to  government,  when  left  to 
*'  my  own  judgment,  I  have  not  failed  in 
^  one,  and  have  invariably  completed  them 
^'  at  less  expence  than  I  had  proposed. 
"  The  accdmmodation  and  revenue  like- 
*'  wise  have  turned  out  greater  than  I  had 
«'  promised ;     looking    therefore    to    the 
*'  great  expenditure  in  the  establishment 
«  of  my  Penny-Post  plan,  since  my  sus- 
*'  pension,  so  mlich  beyond  what  I  had 
"  proposed,   and  pledged  myself  not  to 
**  exceed,  iii  that  petty  branch  of  the 
*'  podts,  as  well  as  from  other  circum- 
**  stances,  I  have  no  scruple  in  declaring 
*'  that,  had  I  been  in  the  controul  of  the 
"  expenditure  of  the  Post-Office,  I  do  in 
'*  my  conscience  believe  a  very  great  part 
"  of  the  sum  of  187,84-8/.  would  have  been 
*'  saved  to  the  public.     I  beg  likewise  to 
"  add^  that  I  am  not  conscious,  on  any 
<'  occasion    whatever,   of  having  appro- 
^  priated  one  shilling  of  the  public  reve- 
*'  nue  to  my  own  use,  or  connived  at  such 
''  improper  conduct  in  others ;  or  of  ever 
"  having  received  the  least  compensation 
'^  for  any  office,  contract,  or  benefit  I  have 
"  obtained  for  others,  or  that  I  have  ever 
*'  made  one  bargain  or  regulation  that  has 
•'  not  been  beneficial  to  the  public,  or  ever 
*'  had  even  a  thought,  or  used  an  expres- 
«'  sion,  that  was  not  ultimately  meant  for 
*'  the  public  good." — ^Their  lordships,  who 
were  present,  fully  admitted  the  latter 
part  of  this  statement,  but   denied  the 
former  relative  to  the  excess,  and  promis- 


ed to  bring  further  Evidence  to  I'ebut  it ; 
but  after  the  Committee  had  been  k<!pt 
open  some  days  for  this  express  purpose, 
their  lordships  declared,  that  they  had  no- 
thing further  to  produce ;  and  the  Com-^ 
mittee  closed  with  this  assertion  of  Mr. 
Palmer's,  which  has  remained  uncontra- 
dicted to  this  time.     However,  I  must  re- 
quest to  state  one  fact  to  justify  Mr.  Pal- 
mp  with  the  house  in  the  opinion  he  gave 
on  this  point,  and  especially  as  it  was 
brought  forward  by  their  lordships  them- 
i^elves  in  proof  of  their  good  management 
of  the  office  after  his  suspension.-^ — Lord 
Walsingham  states  in  the  Evidence,  that 
after  Mr,  Palmer's  suspension  they  carried 
into  effect  a  new  Penny-Post  plan  which 
he  had  refused  to  submit  to  their  judgment, 
and  that  the  gross  revenue  had  encreased 
from    11,000/.  to  29,000/.  a  year.     The 
following  is  Mr.  Palmer's  explanation  of 
this  improvement  in  the  Evidence,  "  fi» 
"  Did  you  any  time  suggest  a  Plan  for  the 
"  reform  of  the  Penny-Post  Office  ? — A* 
"  I  did,  and  to  this  effect ;  I  oflrered  to  the 
"  Board  of  Treasury,  about  the  autumn  of* 
"  1791,  as  I  had  before  done  to  the  Com-- 
"  missioners  of  Enquiry,  to  take  a  farm  ot 
"  the  Penny-Post  Office  for  my  life,  at  a. 
^'  rent  equal  to  the  highest  net  Revenue  it 
"  ever  produced,  as  a  full  compensation, 
''  for  my  general  plan  and  the  execution  of 
"  it,  and  in  satisfaction  for  my  salary  and. 
"  per-ceutage.     This  offer  being  declined,, 
"  1  afterwards  proposed  that  the  additional. 
"  expence  of  this  reform  should  not  ex-, 
"  ceed,  at  the  utmost,  4000/.  per  annum  j 
"  whereas  the  excess,  over  and  above  the, 
*'  former  expence,  has  now  amounted,  as, 
*'  appears  by  the  account  now  before  the 
"  Committee,  to  16,000/.  per  annum,  and. 
"  the   net  increased  Revenue,  instead  of. 
"  equalling  my  salary  and  per-centage, 
"  has  only  amounted  to  about  1,600/.  per. 
"  annum  over  and  above  the  former  pro*. 
"  duce  previous  to  the  reform,  notwith- 
'^  standing    the  additional  tax,  which   I. 
''  think  must  of  itself  have  amounted  to  2. 
''or  3,000/.   per  annum. — "    I  will  not 
fatigue   the  house   by    enumerating  the, 
various  other  instances  in  which  the  public . 
have  suffered  by  a  want  of  management  on  ^ 
the  part  of  the  Post-master  General,  but . 


solicit  their  attention  to  the  following  state-  . 
ment  in  proof  of  the  injury  the  Post-Office . 
Revenue  must  have  sustained  by  Mr.  Pal- . 
mer's  dismissal. — On  examination  of  the  . 
Account  of  the  gross  and  net  produce  of 
the  Post-Office  from  the  year  1723  to  1 808, 
as  laid  before  this  house,  by  deducting  the  ' 
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net  produce  of  each  year  from  the  gross, 
>vbich  leaves  the  expenditure,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  during  the  ten  years  previous  to 
Mr.  palmer's  Plan  and  his  coming  into 
DlBce,  viz.  from  April  1774  to  1783  inclu- 
sive, the  expenditure  had  gradually  en- 
creased  100,000/.  a  yeaf ,  the  average  ex- 
pence  of  these  ten  years  being  209,176/.  a 
year.     Tlie   average  expenditure  of  the 
following  ten  years  during  Mr.  Palmer's 
inanagement,  viz.  from  1784  to   1793  in- 
clusive, was  '209,061/. ;  so  that  Mr.  Palmer 
not  only  at  once  checked  this  vast  growing 
expenditure,  but  even  somewhat  reduced 
it  below  the  previous  average  ;    notwith- 
standing the  great  additional  expence  in- 
curred by  his  Plan  in  conveying  the  mails 
seven  times  a  week  to  above  400  towns, 
which  either  had  only  a  three  day  post  or 
no  post  at*  all,  and  the  encreased  salaries 
to  Post-masters,  whose   duties  werie  thus 
doubled ;  and  with  this  disadvantage  too ; 
viz.  that  the  last  of  these  ten  years  (the 
year  1793)  was  during  his  suspension  ;  the 
expetice  of  which  was  above  47,000/.  be- 
yond any  of  the  previous  years  during  his 
Management.     In  the  ten  years  subsequent 
to  his  dismissal;  viz.  from  1794  to  1803, 
^he  expenditure  encreased  to    339,596/. 
being  an  excess  of  130,535/.  beyond  the 
javerage  of  the  former  ten  years ;  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  four  last  years,  viz. 
from  1804  to   1807  inclusive,  has  still  fur- 
ther encreased  to  the  sum  of  418,367/.,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  209,306/.  a  year  beyond 
the  expence  of  Mr.  Palmer's  management. 
Thus,  though  Mr.  Palmer,  after  the  com- 
pleat  establishment  of- his  Plan,  left  the 
Fost-Office  with  a  less  expenditure  than  he 
found   it,  that  expenditure  is  now  more 
than  doubled,  amounting  to  an  excess  of 
2,000,000/.  since  his  suspension,  and  an  an- 
jiual  encreased  charge  of  above  200,000/. 
The  Revenue  has,  indeed,  encreased  to  a 
great  amount ;  this,  however,  has  not  been 
the  result  of  any  new  improvements,  but 
has  arisen  fiom  the  extension  of  the  Plan 
iand  the  mere  increase  of  postage,  which 
could  not  have  been  laid  but  for  the  bene- 
fits resulting  from  it ;  but  the  encreased 
postage  on  letters  does  not  encrease  the 
expence  of  their  conveyance,  and  Mr. 
Palmer  therefore  feels  warranted  in  assert- 
ing, that  a  very  great  expenditure  must 
have   been  unpecessarijy  incurred. .     In 
making  this  statement,  I  mean  no  reilecr 
tion  upon  the  Officers  in  the  Post-Office, 
^ore  especially  the  gentleman  who  has 
been  alluded  to,  at  the  head  of  that  de- 
nartment  under  the  |^ost-master  General, 


being  an  old  and  esteemed  friend  of  Md 
Palmer's,  viho  was  introduced  by  him  tQ 
the  office  long  before  the  appointment  of 
the  Postmaster  General  in  question,  and 
who  was  selected  by  their  lordships  as  the 
fittest  person  to  succeed  Mr.  Palmer; 
though  they  were  far  fj-om  countenancing 
him  whilst  Mr.  Palmer  was  in  office. — 
But,  without  wishing  it  to  be  understood 
that  no  one  could  conduct  Mr.  Palmer's 
Plan  but  himself,  I  think  the  house  wiU 
agree  with  me  in  the  principle,  that  where 
the  head  of  a  department  is  personally  in? 
terested  in  its  management,  and  has  an  ia- 
dependant  power  to  enforce  his  regula- 
tions, that  economy  is  more  likely  to  be 
attended  to,  than  where  he  is  not  interest- 
ed ;  and  I  must  again  contend  for  Mr, 
Palmer,  that  if  he  was  not  justified  in  disr 
puting  with  the  Post-master  General  oa 
the  public  account,  he*  was  justified  on  the 
ground  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  ori- 
ginal Agreement,  giving  him  the  uncox^r 
trouled  management  of  a  Plan,  which  it  i^ 
absurd  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  he 
would  have  undertaken  upon  any  other 
conditions. — With  respect  to  the  dilferenqe 
betwixt  lord  Walsinghani's  opinion  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Plan  and  Mr.  Palmer's; 
no  one  reading  the  Evidence  with  attenr 
tion,  and  those  documents  to  which  Mr. 
Palmer  refers,  extracted  fi'om  the  vfry 
papers  which  his  opponents  brought  forr 
ward  against  him,  but  must  be  convince4 
of  the  correctness  of  his  statement ;  an4 
that'  lord  Walsingham,  whose  mind  ha4 
been  warped  in  the  first  instance  by  th« 
enemies  of  the  Plan,  could  never  get  ric) 
of  his  prejudices;  but  was  always  more 
anxious  to  discover  a  defect,  than  to  assist 
Mr.  Palmer  in  its  execution.  And,  let  me 
appeal  to  any  honourable  gentleman  who 
may  have  come  here  with  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  this  case;  h^LS  he  read  the 
whole  of  these  Papers  ?  not  only  has  he 
read  them,  but  has  he  read  them  atten* 
tively  ?  For  I  do  not  consider  that  there  i% 
a  page  in  this  voluminous  Evidence,  that, 
is  not  material,  and  many  parts  require 
some  application  to  understand. — Mr.  PaW 
mer,  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  impressijrig 
the  whole  merits  of  his  case  upon  the  mem-r 
hers  of  this  house,  and  deprived  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  vilest  criminal  enjoys 
of  appealing  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 
sought  the  advice  of  the  most  eminent 
counsel  hp  could  apply  to  on  this  Evi- 
dence. Their  opinion  confirmed  l^i^ 
Agreement  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  dfrt 
ciared^  that  in  a  court  of  justice  it  could 


223] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  12,  1808.— iWr.  Palmer's  aaim. 


[224 


rr 


t€ 


<t 


not  be  witKheld.  The  Evidence  has  since 
teen  referred  to  a  Committee  of  this  house, 
who  have  substantiated  every  assertion 
made  by  your  Petitioner.  Can,  then,  any 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  not  read  the 
whole  of  this  Evidence  vote  in  opposition 
to  such  testimony  ?  The  tenth  and  last  Ob- 
servations of  the  Committee  are  as  follow : 
"  Your  Committee  observe.  That  under 
'*'  the  circumstances  before  stated,  the  sa- 
*'  lary  of  1,500/.  a  year  being  commuted 
*'  for  the  per-centage  on  the  tax  of  90,000/. 
"  Mr.  Palmer  has  a  claim  to  a  continu- 
^*  ance  of  the  salary  of  1,500/.  a  year; 
*'  and  it  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be 
*'  only  consistent  with  justice  and  public 
*'  faith,  that  Mr.  Palmer  should  be  secured 
therein  ;  and  also  in  a  continuance  of  his 
specified  per-centage  from  the  5th  of 
April  1793,  and  during  the  continuance 
*'  of  his  life,  to  be  calculated  and  paid 
^'  under  the  same  regulations  as  it  was 
"  paid  up  to  that  period,  pursuant  to  the 
"  appointment  of  the  11th  of  Sept.  1789, 
*'  deducting  the  3000/.  per  annum  received 
'*  subseouent  to  the  5th  day  of  April  1793. 
'*. — ^And  your  Committee  have  lastly  to 
observe.  They  fully  concur  in  the  sen- 
timent expressed  by  the  Commissioners, 
who  reported  on  Mr.  Palmer^s  Plan  and 
*'  Merits  in  the  year  1788  :  viz.  That  the 
"  remuneration  proposed  to  be  allowed  to 
*'  Mr.  Palmer  will  be  but  a  small  part  of 
''  that  revenue,  which  his  integrity,  acti- 
'*  vity,'  and  zeal  have  created,  exclusive  of 
**  the  numerous  advantages  accruing  to 
*'  the  public  and  commerce." — If  I  have 
satisfied  the  house  of  the  justice  of  the 
former  observations,  I  trust  tliey  will  agree 
to  the  last,  and  the  motion  framed  upon  it. 
•With  respect  to  the  amount  of  this  claim, 
if  it  is  in  itself  just,  I  trust  such  an  objec- 
tion will  not  weigh  a  moment  against  that 
strict  obsen'ance  of  public  faith,  which  I 
believe  on  all  other  occasions  this  house 
has  kept.  One  instance  I  beg  leave  to 
quote,  as  it  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  house.  I  mean  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cowie,  which  was 
referred    to     a    Committee*^.      But    the 
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*  Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cowie,  under- 
took to  import  a  large  quantity  of  Her- 
rings from  Sweden  in  the  year  1806,  dur- 
ing the  apprehension  of  a  scarcity.  These 
Herrings  were  accordingly  purchased,  but 
in  consequence  of  an  embargo,  their  ar- 
ri^'al  in  this  country  was  delayed,  until 
the  alarm  of  scarcity  had  subsided,  when 
the  Cargo  was  spoiled  for  want  of  pur- 


Committee  in  their  case  reported  only  the 
Evidence  ;  Mr.  Palme's  Committee  have, 
their  Observations  on  his  Evidence.  These 
gentlemen  could  not  prove  a  contract  with 
government;  Mr.  Palmer's  Committee  and 
his  Counsel   declare  that  he    has  fully 
proved  his  contract.     Without  imputing 
the  least  blame  to  these  gentlemen,  it  so 
happened,  that  the  country  did  not  derive 
one  shilling  benefit  from  all  the  expence 
which  they  had  incurred  :  in  Mr.  Palmer's 
case  the  country  has  received  nearly  a 
hundred  fold  the  profits  that  he  asks,  and 
the  country  must  continue  to  enjoy  their 
profits,  whilst  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's family  must  terminate  with  his  life. 
Lastly ;    these  gentlemen,    though   they 
would  have  been  considerable  losers  but 
for  the  liberality  of  parliament,  intended 
no  risk  in  the  outset,  beyond  the  fair  ad- 
venture of  a  mercantile  speculation  ;  Mr. 
Palmer   on   the   contrary,   sacrificed   his 
time,  his  comforts,  his  health,  his  property, 
every  thing  dear  to  him  in  life,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  an  object  in  which  his  own 
sanguine  mind  alone  anticipated  success, 
and  in  which  had  he  failed,  he  only  could 
have  been  the  sufferer.     With  this  distinc- 
tion in   the  cases,  the  liberality  of  this 
house  gave  these  gentlemen  two  thirds  of 
their  claim ;  I  can  hardly  think  therefore, 
it  will  refuse  Mr.  Palmer  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  its  own  Committee,  iai  sum 
not  exceeding  the  half  of  what  a  court  of 
justice  would  compel  the  payment.     And, 
afler  all,  what  is  this  sum  which   is  to 
tempt  the  house  to  do  that  which  itsmem-^ 
bers  individually  vvould  not,  could  not  do? 
If  the  debt  is  ackndwi edged,  the  amomit 
of  the  arrears  is  a  stronger  argument  for 
its  payment,  an4  these  arrears,  as  nearly 
as  1  can  guess  (for  it  must  depend  on  the 
estimate  of  the  taxes],  would  not  exceed 
70,000/.  I  beg  the  house  to  consider*  that 
Mr.  Allen  enjoyed  nearly  the  whole  pro- 
fits of  his  partial  improvements,  and  that 
for  above  forty  years  he  possessed  an  in- 
come of  from,  12  to  14,000/.  a  year.   '  Mr. 
Palmer  only  bargained  lor  a  fortieth  part 
of  his  emoluments,  and  improved  even 
this  branch   of  the  Revenue  which  Mr. 
Allen  farmed  (the  Cross  Posts)  more  in 
two  years,  than  Mr.  Allen  had  done  inhia 
whole   life.     But,  the   advantage  to  tho 
country  in  point  of  revenue  turned  out  so 
far  beyond  expectation,  that  by  the  sub- 
chasers.    The  petitioners  estimated  their 
loss  at   36,0001.   the  house  of  commons 
voted  them  25,000/. 
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sequent  appointment,  Mr.  Palmer  wat  re- 
stricted in  his  per-eentage  on  the  future 
enoreased  Postage,  which  has  since  been 
laidi  and  which  the  minister  in  proposing 
tp  the  bouse  has  invariably  justified  upon 
the  merits  of  bis  Plan ;   and  the  house 
must  be  aware>  that  though  the  eixcreased 
Postage  has  improved  the  Revenue,  .it  cer- 
tainly has  diminished  the  correspondence, 
or  prevented  that  growing  increase  with 
the  increased  popolatioq  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  so  hx  injuring  the  Petitioner. 
Suppose  these  improvements  had  never 
been  efiected,  and  that  the  Posts  were  now 
in  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Palmer  found 
them  ;  would  not  a  minister  be  glad  to 
make  the  agreement  that  was  then  entered 
into?     Why,^then,  the  agreement  having 
been  performed,  and  the  country  so  long 
in    the    enjoyment  of  those   aidvantages 
which  it  must  continue  to  enjoy  whilst  the 
country  exists;  is  it  consistent  with  the 
honour  aad  dignity  of  this  house  to  reftise 
their  petitioner  the  half  only  of  that  small 
proportion  to  which  the  iaith  of  govern- 
ment was  originally  pledged  ?  How  many 
honourable  gentlemen  are  now   present 
whose  fortunes  equal  and  far  exceed  thfi 
sum  ctaimed  by  this  report.     I  would  ask 
iairly,  has  there  been  a  capital  amongst 
the  whole  acquired  with  more  credit  to  its 
possessor,  or  advantage  to  the   country, 
than  Mr.  Palmer's  ;  I  can  assure  the  house 
and  appeal  to  many  of  Mr.  Palmer's  friends 
for  the  truth;  that  bad  he  confined  his 
labours  to  the  improvement  of  his  private 
property,  judging  by  the  success  of  others, 
he   might  by  this  time  have  realized  a 
larger  capital  than  the  vote  of  this  nights 
may  give  him.    And  would  it  not  be  hard, 
after  such  sacrifices,  that  he  should  be- 
come at  last  a  loser ; — Sir,  I  have  now 
said  all  that  I  shall  presume  to  trouble  the 
bouse  with  in  favour  of  this  motion,  and 
Chere  is  l>ut  one  mor^  point  to  which  I  re- 
quest their  indulgent  attention.     It   has 
been  mrged  by  firiends,  that  I  should  en- 
deavour to  compromise  this  claim :  not 
from  a  doubt  of  its  justice  ;  but  that  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  line  that  government 
might  take,  it  were  better,  if  possible,  to 
secure  a  part,  than  risk  the  whole  of  what 
the    Committee    hare    recommended. — I 
shall,  therefore,  and  I  hope  without  of- 
fenGe>  state  my  real  sentiments  on  this 
subject.     I  •  cannot  think  that  my  friends 
would  themselves  adopt  the  advice  they 
recommend,  or  that  they  would  not  incur 
the  danger  they  wish  me  to  avoid.     I  can- 
not think  that  a  compromise  is  the  feeling 
Vol,  XL 


of  this  house,  nor  can  I  for  a  moment  sup* 
pose  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman^  the  guardian  of  the  honour  as 
well  as  interests  of  the  public.     If  he  is 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  Claim,  I  am 
sure  his  character,  his  language,  and  hid 
conduct,  warrant  ^he  conviction  that  in 
this  case,  he  will  neither  sacrifice  the  inte* 
rest  of  Mr.  Palmer,  nor  the  honour  of  his 
country.     Sir,  this  is  an  Agreement,  or  it 
is  not ;  it  has  been  performed  on  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's part,  or  it  has  not :  it  has  been  ad* 
vantageous  to  commerce,  and  the  public^ 
or  it  bis  not :  it  has  improved  the  revenue 
beyond  all  expectation,  or  it  has  not.   The 
Evidence  upon  these  points  has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  your  own  house, 
and  it  is  upon  their  decision  Mi:.  Palmer 
feels  bound  to  abide.     He  has  toiled  hard 
through  life  for  the  attainment  of  this  ob- 
ject; it  is  for  him  at  last  to  reap  the  be^ 
nefit;  nor  can  there  be  an  honourable 
gentleman  in  thin  Jiouse  who  would  wish 
me  to  sacrifice  bis  pride  and  his  feelings 
Uf  my  own  security.     If  he  has  created 
this  fortune  he  should  be  the  disposer  ef  it/ 
and  whatever  he  may  think  fit  to  leave 
his  children,  it  is  fVom  him  alone  they  wi^ 
to  receive  it,  for  they  would  rather  exist 
upon  the  remnants  of  that  property  he 
sacrificed  for  the  public  good,  than  meanly 
accept  a  pension  from  the  government,  for 
which  they  could  claim  no  merit  to  them- 
selves, which   could  only  reproach  them 
for  the  desertion  of  their  parent,  and  serve 
as  a  remembrance  of  his  misfortunes. 

Mr.  Roee. — During  the  many  yeari 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  possess  a 
eat  in  this  house,  it  has  seldom,  if  ever, 
fallen  to  my  lot,  to  witness  a  Claiih  brought 
forward  with  a  more  ingratiating  propriety 
of  manner,  than  that  which  has  just  been 
introduced  by  the  hon.  gent.  Indeed,  s6 
powerfully  has  that  manner  interested  my 
feelings,  that  nothing  but  the  most  impe- 
rious sense  of  my  public  duty  could  noTV 
induce  me  to  rise  as  his  opponent.  It  is 
strictly  correct,  as  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Long)  has  already  stated,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  upon  his  immediate,  acceptance  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Plan,  did  think  he  had 
concluded  a  very  advantageous  bargain 
for  the  country,  and  that  he  did  also  think 
the  inventor  of.  the  Plan  intitled  to  the 
perfect  fa !filment  of  his  Agreement  for  that 
great  and  growinp^  benefit  wtiich  the  coun- 
try, through  his  ingenuity,  had  obtained. 
But,  if  I  concede  this  much  to  one  side 
of  the  question,  I  feel  myself  equally 
bound' tei  assert  upon  the  other,  that  it  was 
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Mr.  Pitt's  original  and  unchanging  senti- 
n^ent,  that  this  bargain  (such  as  it  was) 
should   be  fulfilled  strictly,  to  its  utmost 
e;i^teiit  \>y  both  of  the  contracting  parties : 
so  that  the  benefit  of  the  country  might 
at  least  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  profit  of 
the  individual.— rThat  great  and  enlightened 
statesi^an,  my  deceased  friend  (JMr.  Pitt),  | 
had  his  country's  lastingwellare  invariably 
in.  view,  and  being  most  deeply  impressed 
with  that  principle,  he  found  himself  com- 
pelled to  cancel  that  Agreement  so  iar  as 
it  lay  withhira^  that  posterity  (after  all  the 
circumstances  which    had   come    to  his 
knowledge)  might  not   reflect  upon  his 
judgment  or  his  honour  for  keeping  in- 
iriolate  on  the  part  of  government,  a  con- 
tract made  with  an .  individual,  wlu>  had 
liimself  notoriously  and   confessedly  in- 
fringed upon  every  principle  of  duty  and 
subordination.     In  order  to  illustrate  ob-' 
servatlons  so  very  strong  as  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  make,  I  ^hali  refer  only  to 
Mr.  Palmer's  own  letters,  to  those  unpar- 
donable letters,  which  display  a  spirit  of 
intngue,  I  should  hope  without  parallel 
lonong  the    persons   entrusted  with   the 
official  interests  of  the  country . — [Here  the 
right  hon.  gent,  read  parts  of  the  Letters 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Long.]    After  reading 
this  acknowledged  proof  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mal-practice  while  in  office,  J  must  at  once 
make  this  general  deduction,  that  as  these 
letters  displayed  plans  pregnant  with  se- 
irious  mischief  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  suggested  the  commission  of  dis- 
orders even  in  that  very  department  of  the 
Post  Ofiice  which  Mr.  Palmer  was  himself 
appoiiited  to  superintend  ;  I  must  contend, 
that  as  a  measure   of  prudence,  nay,  of 
jjListice  to  the  public,,  Mr.  Pitt  could  have 
done  nothing  short  of  countenancing  his 
dismissal  from  ofiice.     Then,  let  me  ask, 
if  the  facts  were  so  flagitious  as  to  call  for 
his  dismissal,  abruptly  and  suddenly,  from 
the  exercise  of  his  official  duties,  were  they 
.not  still  more  abundantly  cogent  to  can- 
cel this  Agreement  ?  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  house  will  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
my  deceased  friend,  that  truly  great  man 
(Mr.  Pitt),  the  justice  and  unwarped  im- 
partiality of  whose  public  conduct  was 
always  proverbial,   by  believing,  that  no- 
thing but  the  clearest  conviction  upon  his 
mind  of  Mr.  Palmer's  having  forfeited  by 
jiis  misconductall  claims  upon  government, 
could  ever  have  induced  him  to  set  aside 
an  Agreement  to  which  he  had  ever  be- 
come a  party.-— Indeed,  I  must  contend, 
|tha,t  Mr.  Pitt  acted  witji  signal  liberality  j 


nay,  I  am  almost  inclined  to  call  it,  an  in- 
temperate liberality,  ii|  allowing  Mr.  Pal- 
mer the  very  handsome  and  ample  provi' 
sion  which  he  did :  for  by  the  express  word- 
ing of  Che  Appointment,  it  mvst  appear^ 
that  the  per-centage  upon  the  increased 
revenue,  was  a  mere  stimulus  held  out  ta 
him  for  more  active  and  enterprising  ser- 
vices while  in  the  execution  of  a  specific 
ofiicial  trust,  and  it  was  only  while  he  con- 
tinued to  dkcharge  the  one,  that  he  could 
possibly  be  entitled  to  claim  the  other. 

Mr.  Crofer.*— Sir;  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  whose  Report  is  now  under 
consideration,  I  beg  to  offer  my  opinion 
upon  thej  present  occasion.    I  have,'  how* 
ever,  to  premise,  that  there  is  ^le  point  in 
this  Report  upon  which  I  had  the  misfw- 
tune  to  differ  from  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  was  acting,  though  it  is  but  faiv  to 
confess  that  on  deciding  upon  the  question, 
the  great  body  of  ihk  Committee  were- 
against  me. — ^The  point  to  which  I  allude 
is  the  Claim  of  Mr.  Palmer  to  the  salary 
of  1500/.  per  annum',  which  he  contends, 
was  a  modification  of  part  of  those  rights 
which  grew  out  of  his  Agreement,  and 
not  an  income  attached  to  his  continuance 
in  office. --^This,  sir,  is  the  only  point  upon 
which  any  difierence  of  opinion  arose ; 
for,  in   respect  to  the  remainder  of  his 
Claims,  they  are  established  beyond  even 
the  shadow  of  a  dispute,  and  I  am  really 
at  a  loss  to  imagine  upon  what  possible 
ground  they  can*  be  for  a  moment  resisted. 
— I  am  afraid,  by  what  has  fiiUen  fi'om  a 
right  hon.  gent,  that  the  amount  of  the 
sum  claimed  in  right  of  this  Agreement  is 
the  great  bar  to  its  fulfilment.     Why,  sir, 
it  is  this  very  amount  that  so  incontestabjy 
proves  the  merits  of  the  case;  for  the  sum 
demanded  by  Mr.  Palmer  is  but  a  fortieth 
part  of  those  emoluments  which  the  coun- 
try have    absolutely  received  from    the 
exercise  of  his  Plan,  and  which  could  not 
have  accrued  to  us  without  it ;  and  if  the 
documents  before  the  house  do  not  sub* 
stantiate  this  assertion,  I  am  content  to  wave 
lys  right  to  any  thing.     How  then,  in  the 
face  of  such  a  glaring  fact  as  this,  can  any 
objection  be  made  to  the  performance  of  a 
bargain,  the  fairness  of  which  is  univer- 
sally  admitted? — Great  stress  has  been 
laid  upon  .  the  Letters  which   have  been 
read  to  the  house ;  but  I  would  ask  to  what 
do  these  liters  ai^iount?  Do  they  impeach 
the   character'  of  Mr.  Palmer  ?   no ;    for 
what  do  the  noUe  lords  declare  in  the  Evi- 
djence  before  us  ?   Lord  Walsingham  being 
asked  by  the  ComBUttee«  '*  If  he  had  e?ec 
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any  reason  to  doubt  the  personal  integrity 
of  Mr.  Palmer?"  answers,  "No;  never  in 
the  smallest  4egree  V*    And,  on  the  same 
question  being  put  to  lord  Chesterfield^ 
he  desires  to  abide  by  the  answer  given 
by    lord    Walsingham ;    in    shori,    the 
whole  these  letters  go  to  prove  is,  that 
Mr.  Palmer  under  the  influence^f  vexa- 
tion could  no  longer  command  his .  tem- 
per ;  but,'  from  beginning  to  end,  they 
most  .clearly  evincoj  that  the  great  ob- 
ject he  had  in  yjew  was  the  good  of 
the^public. — It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that 
these  Letters,  so  much  insisted  upon,  were 
iKxt  the  cause  of  Mi*.  Palmer's. suspension. 
He  was  suspended  for  refusing  to  deliver  a 
key  to  one  of  his  own  officers,  and  these 
letters  were  not  known  of  at  that  time,  but 
were  written  years  before,  in  confidence, 
to  his  Deputy, 'in  answer  to  the  complaints 
this  deputy  was  continually  making  of  the 
Hdischievous  interference  of  the  Post-Mas- 
ters General;  and  they  were  nowraked  up  out 
of  old  disputes,  which  had  long  been  made 
up  and|)afi8ed  over. — ^The  fact  is,  the  Post 
Masters  General  had,  in  a  moment  of  irri- 
tation, so  committed  themselves  by  sus- 
pending him  about  this  trumpery  key,  that 
they  were  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  these 
ex-post-facto-letters,  delivered  up  by   a 
viper,  to  find  another  key  to  let  themselves 
but  of  the  scrape  they  had  got  into ;  so 
that  Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  first  place,  is  sus- 
pended without  any  justifiable  cause  being 
assigned;    and  he  is  ultimately  dismis- 
sed, because  he  has  been  improperly  sus- 
pended ! — ^I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to 
.dispute  the  right  of  the  government  to  dis- 
pense with  Mr.  Palmer's  jservices ;  but,  it 
is  ridiculous  to  make  his  dismissal  from 
office  a  plea  to  get  rid  of  his  Agreement, 
because  the  one  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  other.7— Sir  ;  Mr.  Palmer  does 
not  appeal  to  us  as  a  suspended  officer  so- 
liciting a  restoraition  to  his  office ;  he  stands 
forth  as  a  creditor  demanding  the  payment 
of  a  debt.    The  great  machine  for  which  this 
debt  has  been  incurred  is  working  at  this 
moment,  and  will  continue  to  work  while 
ibis  country  shall  endure,  and  so  long  shall 
we  continue   to  reap  the  benefits  of  it^ 
while  the  very  small  share  of  those  bene- 
fits claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer  must  cease 
with  his  .life.--Sir,  the  whole  jut  of  the , 
affair  amounts  .to  this :  here  is  a  specific 
Agreement  before  us,  which  the  govern- 
ment acknowledge  to  have  entered  into ; 
the  faith  of  the  country   is  pledged  for 
the  performance  of  it :   and  that  pledge 
must  be  redeemed.-^Being  of  opinion,  as 


I  have  already  stated,  that  the  airears  and 
continuance  of  the  1,500/.  per  annum  is 
objectionable,  I  shall  move  for  that  parto{ 
the  Resolution  to  be  expunged ;  but  in  re- 
spect to  the'  remainder,  why,  sir,  his  claim 
to  that  can  be  no  more  disputed,  than  the 
possession  of  an  estate  which  descends  by. 
,  inheritance.  If,  therefore,  any  objection 
should  be  made  to  pissing  this  amended 
Resolution,  I  shall  then  vote  for  the  whole, 
and  endeavour  to  go  as  near  justice  as  I  am 
able. 

The  Chancellor  qf  th^  Exchequer, — It  is 
with  infinite  reluctance  that  I  rise  upon 
this  occasion,  for  the  task  which  I  have  to 
perform  is  irksome  to  my  feelings,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  is  so  essentially  blended 
with  my  sense  of  public  duty,  that  I  can- 
not possibly  avoid  it ;  indeed,  if  any  thin? 
could  tend  more  than  another,  to  make 
an  impression  upon  the  house  in  favour  of 
the   petitioner,   it   is  the   speech  of  th^ 
honourable  gentleman  who  opened   the 
debate  ;^  for,  certainly,  it  was  urged  with 
every  point,  and  enforced  with  every  argu- 
ment that  such  a  subject  could  or  vvould 
endure.     It  was  calculated  to  impress  the 
house  with  high  respect  for  the  petitionee-, 
and  to  give  very  great  importance  to  the 
discussion  of  his  claims.      I  really  feel 
myself  in  an    unfortunate   predicament, 
in  being  obliged  to  differ  widely  from  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  my  situation  is  ren- 
dered more  irksome,  when,  as  the  ground 
of  that  difierence  !n  opinion,  I  am  forced 
to  assign  very  disagreeable  reasons.    I 
wish  to  have  the  house   thoroughly  ap- 
prised, that  in  case  they  acquiesce  with 
the  claim  now  before  them,  their  vote 
will     positively     substantiate    upon    the 
country  a  demand  for  no  less  a  sum  than 
97,000/.  immediate  payment,  and  an  ad- 
ditional yearly  onus  of  r0;000/.  during  the 
life  of  the  petitioner ;  for  such,  according 
to   every  enquiry  which  I   have   made, 
(and   very  copious  information  has  been 
returned    to    me)    would    be   found  the 
smallest  remuneration  which  Mr.  Palmer 
would  be   authorised  to  demand  of  the 
treasury,  should  the  grounds  of  the  pre- 
sent petition  be  admitted,  and  receive  the 
sanction  of  parliament.     I  neither  do  nor 
will  attempt  to  say,  that  the  amount  of  a 
debt  should  ever  overturn  the  justice  of 
it;   or  that  the   magnitude  of  the   sum 
claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer,  should  operate 
as  any  reason  for  refusing. the  claim  itself 
if  satisfactorily  established.     But,  when  ^ 
the   consideration  of  amount  is  coupled 
with  the    recollection  of  Mr.  Palmer'« 
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feulty  and  disobedient  conduct^  then  I 
inuflt  say,  that  a  pause,  a  setioos  and  at- 
tentive pause,  ought  to  take  place  before 
that  claim  is  granted.  Let  it  be  under- 
stood, that  if  the  vote  of  this  house  estab- 
lishes the  present  demand,  it  tvill  go  all 
the  length  of  operating  as  a  most  danger^ 
0US  precedent :  for  it  will  go  even  to  the 
length  of  rewarding  unworthlness ;  at 
least,  if  ^ny  judgment  is  to  be  formed 
from  the  evidence  upon  the  table,  and 
indeed,  it  is  impossible  not  to  form  a 
judgment  upon  tHat  evidence,  and  I  am 
free  to  say,  that  from  the  roost  attentive 
consideration  I  can  afiord  to  the  case,  the 
same  reasons  which  prevailed  to  dismiss 
Mr.  Palmer  from  his  official  trust  operated 
still  stronger  to  cancel  the  agreement,  and 
to  annul  it  for  ever.  How  was  it  possible 
for  government  to  preserve  a  compact 
with  a  man,  who  was  himself  violating  the 
main  principle  of  all  governments,  by  in- 
dustriously fomenting  a  spirit  of  insubor- 
dination, and  holding  forth  a  studied  ex- 
ample of  contempt  and  disobedience  to 
superiors  in  office  ?  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
appointed  to  watch  over  and  protect  a 
particular  branch  of  the  revenue,  and 
though  his  own  personal  integrity  in  that 
situation  certainly  stood  unimpeached,  yet 
the  spleen  and  petulance  of  his  disposition 
had  tended  to  produce  effects  nearly  as 
prejudicial,  as  ever  his  dishonesty  could 
have  done.  The  principles  of  gentle- 
manly honour  prevented  him,  indeed, 
^om  practising  a  fraud  himself,  but  the 
criminal  suggestions  of  anger  and  revenge 
induced  him  to  sanction  the  fraudulent 
practices  of  others,  and  to  encourage  the 
injury  of  that  very  revenue  out  of  which 
he  was  at  the  moment  vitally  supported. 
Let  me  ask,  how  is  it  possible  Mr.  Palmer 
could  expect  to  have  an  agreement  fulfilled 
between  the  public  and  himselt^  when  he 
ivas  teaching  his  own  deputies  in  ofBce, 
,  how  to  inconvenience  that  very  public, 
and  how  to  counteract  that  very  service, 
and  those  very  resulting  benefits,  for 
which  he  himself  was  to  be  so  liberally 
rewarded? — It  could  not  be.  For  those 
reasons,  the  minister  was  more  than  jus- 
tified in  cancelling  the  agreement ;  for  if 
he  had  kept  any  compact  with  so  bold  an 
oflender,  he  would  neither  have  been  jus- 
tified to  his  conscience,  or  in  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen.  Mr.  Palmer's  own  let- 
ters ate  an  ample  proof  of  his  offence. — 
[The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  letters,  vide  (a).]  From 
these  letters,  I  must  positively  Contend, 


that  if  tvtn  the  appointment  and  agre«« 
ment  had  passed  the  great  seal,  yet  upon 
the  production  of  such  testimonials,  there 
would  be  an  abundance  of  evidence  where- 
on to  found  a  s&irtfaciast  and  have  the  pa-» 
tent  rescinded.  I  can  c<mtidently  appeal 
to  all  the  geatlemen  of  the  long  robe  la 
the  house  as  to  thtf  verity  of  my  legal  re- 
marks :  nay  more,  if  a  bill  of  indictment 
had  been  preferred,  whether  Mr.  Paimel 
might  not  have  been  convicted  of  a  con- 
spiracy ?  Theif,  will  this  hoase  for  a 
moment  entertain  a  claim  with  so  'im-* 
peached  and  flawed  a  title  ?  Or  will  it 
sanction  by  its  grant  the  repetition  of 
such  dangerous  conduct  ?  I  feel  persuaded 
that  this  house  will  not.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  do  not  think  Mr.  Palmer  has  any  further 
claim  on  the  justice  of  this  country  ;  and 
I  am  certain,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  attempt* 
ed  to  countenance  his  claims,  or  to  have 
restored  him  to  office,  the  gentlemen  wfad 
now  advocate  the  petitioner's  case,  would 
have  been  the  loudest  in  their  condemned 
tion  of  the  minister.  I  am  sorry  t6  tnake 
any  remark  that  may  appear  personal  to 
the  supporters  of  the  petition,  but  1  must 
observe,  that  it  will  prove  an  extraordi* 
nary  encouragement  to  the  multiplication 
of  claims  upon  government,  if  er«ry  dis* 
contented  man,  be  the  nature  or  expe- 
diency of  his  demands  ever  so  preposte* 
rous,  can  ensure  to  his  support  the  whole 
embodied  phalanx  of  opposition,  merely 
because  an  enforcement  of  the  claim  may 
embarrass  his  majesty's  ministers.  In 
fact,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  attribute 
otherwise  than  to  party  spirit,  and  a  de«- 
sire,  perhaps,  to  add  one  single*  tote  to 
their  minority,  the  conduct  of  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  To  every 
impartial  mind  it  is  impossible  to  detach 
the  reward  of  Mr.  Palmer's  servi<*e8  from 
the  contemplation  of  those  services  still 
rem^inins  actively  engaged  for  the  pub* 
lie.  Both  the  salaiy  and  the  per-centage 
had  only  a  reference  to  Mr.  P%ilmer's  offi* 
cial  situation.  The  first  was  given  as  a 
specific  purchase  of  his  time  and  personal 
attendance,  and  the  other  was  added  as  an 
inciting  spur  to  his  genius.  Both  Were 
clearly  intended  to  stand  or  fall  togethei*, 
and  in  my  opinion,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  ingenuity  of  construction  to  discon- 
nect them.  Impressed  as  i  am  with  this 
thorough  conviction,  I  cannot  do  others- 
wise  than  give  the  present  claim  my  de^ 
cided  reprobation. 

.    Mr.  Windham, — I  cannot,  sir,  at  all  a<^- 
mit,  that  the  modeadoptetfin  arguing  thi^ 
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question^  is  either  a  mode  suit^  to  l;he 
character  or  functions  of  this  house^  or 
that  it  is  a  tnode  (as  has  been  dextrotisiy 
pretended)  favourable  to  the  intc^esls  of 
the  party.     It  has  been  said,  '  we  will 
agree  not  to  deprive  Mr.  Palmer  of  the 
benefit    of   what  he  claims,    but    upon 
grounds  on  which  he  might  have  been  de* 
prived  by  law  ;  and  in  so  doing,  (such  is 
the  inference)  we  put  his  cause  upon  the 
most  advantageous  grounds;  for,  surely, 
no  government  or  legislature  can  be  con- 
sidered as  acting  harshly  by  an  individual^ 
when,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion,  it 
only  withholds  from  him  advantages,  from 
the  possession  of  which,  if  actually  vested 
in  him,  the  law  itself  would  have  removed 
him.'--Sir>  I  both  deny  this  inference,  and 
I  deny,  that  the  proper  way  for  the  house 
to  examine  this  question,  is  to  enquire  how 
ft  would  stand,  if  considered  as  a  point  of 
law.     The  fact  shall  be,  if  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  pleases,  that  the  terms  of  the 
Agreement  would  warrant  the  construction 
which  he  puts  upon  them,  and  that  a  court 
of  law,  following  the  rules  of  interpreta- 
tion which  they  might  think  it  right  to 
observe,  would  declare  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim 
to  the  per-centage  to  be  forfeited,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  misconduct,  which  has  for- 
feited his  place  for  life.     But,.  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  that  a  hou.se  of  parliament  in  judg- 
ing a  matter  of  this  sort,  is  confined  to  the 
rules  which  may  be  binding  on  a  court  of 
law ;  or  that  courts  of  law  may-  not  be 
bound,  on  a  thousand  occasions,  and  most 
propei'ly  bound,  by  rules  that  do  not  in  the 
particular  instance  coincide  with  the  sub- 
stantial justice  of  the  case.      Have  we 
never  heard  of  the  maxim  '  sumnmm  jus, 
summa  injuria,'  and  is  there  not  notoriously, 
in  the  system  of  our  own  jurisprudence,. a 
provision  made  for  cases  in  which  the  de- 
cisions of  mere  law  would  be  contrary  to 
that  which  justice  and  equity  would  pre- 
scribe ?  In  fact,  the  very  courts  which  are 
meant  thus  to  supply  what  is  defective  in 
others,  and  to  correct  those  rules  which  in 
many  cases  stand  in  the  way  of  justice, 
are  themselves  subject  to  constraints  from 
which,  in  particular  instances,  they  would 
desire  to  be  fret,  as  leading  to  decisions 
difiereht  from  what  would  be  directed  by 
mere  unfettered  justice.     In  the  interpre- 
tation of  Wills  how  often  does  it  happen, 
that  the  property  must  be  made  to  take  a 
course  dififerent  fiom  that  which  the  testa- 
tor himself  may  fairly  be  presumed  to 
have  intended  ?  What,  therefore,  would  be 
the  aeote  or  jaatice  of  takiag  as  a  rule  for 


the  resolution  which  this  house  should 
come  to  in  a  case  submitted  to  its  justice 
and  to  its  liberality,  the  decision  which  a 
court  of  law  might  find  itself  compelled  to 
give,  if  called  upon  to  say  what  would  bo 
the  legal  efiect  of  a  written  instrument 
conceived  in  such  and  such  terms  ?  1  beg. 
therefore,  wholly  to  protest  against  thil 
ingOnious  turn,  by  which  the  right  hon« 
gentkman>  conformably  enough  to  the 
habits  of  his  former  lite,  would  take  this 
case  out  of  the  general  consideration  of 
justice  and  equity,  on  which  it  ought  te 
rest,  and  put  it  upon  the  issue  of  what  t 
court  of  law  should  decide  in  interpretiag 
the  words  of  a  particular  grant.  We  have» 
not  only  the  words  of  the  grant  before  us^ 
but  the  whole  of  the  merits  of  the  case ; 
and  it  is  upon  the  view  of  these  merits^ 
ciMnbined  with,  all  that  belongs  to  the 
character  of  this  house  and  of  the  country^ 
that  it  is  becoming  and  fitting  fi>r  us  to  de* 
cide. — ^Three  questions  present  themselves 
to  our  consideration ;  What  was  the  bar* 
gain  originally  made  ?  Has  that  bargain 
been  made  good  on  the  part  of  govein* 
ment  ?  By  what  means  has  Mr.  Palmer 
forfeited  his  claim  to  it  ? — ^With  a  view  to 
the  last  of  these  questions,  it  is  desirable 
to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  first,  and  to 
recall  to  the  house,  what  the  nature  and 
character  was  of  the  bargain  originally 
made.  It  was  not  a  mere  grant  to  Mr. 
Palmer  of  a  fixed  remuneration  formed 
according  to  the  ideas  then  entertained  of 
the  merit  of  his  Plan,  but  a  reward  placed 
upon  the  best  possible  footing  on  which 
rewards,  in  such  Cases,  can  be  made  t» 
rest ;  namely,  such  as  should  make  the 
advantage  to  the  projector  rise  or  fiiU  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  service  which  he 
should  be  found  to  have  rendered<<~^  rule 
that  can  be  liable  but  to  one  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  public ;  namely,  that  of 
the  proportion  having  been  taken  origi- 
nally too  high ;  but  which,  if  not  objected 
to  on  that  account,  (as  it  never  bad  been)r, 
can  hardly  be  objected  to  afterwards,  on 
account  of  the  absolute  profits  which,  m 
observance  of  that  proportion,  it  shall  be 
found  to  produce.  Whatever  the  feet 
may  be,  we  shall  never  venture  to  avow, 
that  we  refiise  to  make  good  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer fhe  reward  thai  tiras  promised,  be^ 
cause  the  advantages  of  his  Plan  to  the 
public  have  turned  out  so  much  mater' 
than  was  expeeted,*^— Wliat  is  said,  is,  that 
his  Claim  hab  been  forfeited  by  his  mia« 
conduct ;  and  as  this  is  a  plea  which  has 
not,  in  the  generai  nature  of  it>  any 
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to  make  it  incapable  of  being  true,  it  is 
necc^ssary  that  its  validity  should  be  exa^ 
mined. — ^The  original  engagement  made 
with  Mr.  Palmer  was  an  allowance  of  2\ 
per  cent,  to  be  computed  on  such  increase 
in  the  revenues  of  the  Post-Ofiice  as  could 
fairly  be  ascribed  to  the  effects  of  his  Plan. 
It  was  a  remuneration  given  for  services 
already  performed,  and  involved  in  it  no 
consideration  of  any  thing  to  be  done  by 
Mr.  Palmer  in  future.  The  proof  is  that 
had  Mr.  Palmer  at  that  moment  wished  to 
retire  into  the  country,  or,  from  health  or 
liking,  or  any  other  cause,  declined  all 
further  concern  with  government,  there 
was  nothing  in  the  world  to  prevent  him.^ 
His  bargain  was  complete,  and  if  his  Plan 
f)roduced  any  gain  to  the  public  he  had 
nothing  to  do,,  in  order  to  receive  his  pro- 
portionate part,  but  either  to  attend  him- 
self, or  to  furnish  to  some  one  a  proper 
letter  of  attorney. — ^This  was  the  bargain 
which  unquestionably  Government  was 
ready  to  make  with  him,  and  which,  I  be- 
lieve, was  actually  concluded.  But  it  was 
thought,  that  a  change  in  part  might  be 
advantageously  made,  and  that  instead  of 
paying  Mr.  Palmer  wholly  in  a  per-cent- 
age,  part  of  what  he  was  so  to  receive 
might  be  converted,  beneficially  to  the 
public  and  profitably  to  himself^  into  an 
office  to  beheld  by  him  under  the  Post- 
Office,  and  he  be  enabled  thereby  to  su- 
perintend the  execution  of  his  Plan,  and 
thus  to  increase  at  once  .the  public  revenue, 
and  his  own  profits. — ^To  this  Arrange- 
ment, nothing  could  be  objected  ;  suppos- 
ing the  equivalent  to  be  justly  taken,  and 
supposing  always  that  Mr.  Palmer  ha,d  no 
objection  to  being  furthe^  employed  in- 
stead of  retiring  with  the  fruits  of  the  ser- 
vice which  he  had  already  rendered. 
Nobody  could  ever  have  suspected,  that 
by  accepting  an  office  and  a  salary  in  lieu 
of  part  of  what  was  to  be  paid  him  in 
another  form — that  ^y  converting,  as  it 
were,  part  of  his  property  into  an  annuity, 
—he  was  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which  he 
held  all  that  was  not  so  converted,  and 
was  to  exchange  what  was  absolutely  his, 
for  a  sum,  being  only  in  a  small  propor- 
tion larger,  which  any  misconduct  of  his 
own,  real  or  imputed,  or  the  mere  pleasure 
of  another,  might  at  any  moment  take 
away  from  him.  A  doubt  mieht  not  un- 
reasonably be  entertained,  whether  this 
would  be  true  with  respect  even  to  the  par- 
•ticular  part  converted.  It  might  be  said, 
this  office  was  given  you  partly  with  a 
vi^w  to  future  services^  but  partly  with  a 


view  to  what  was  passed ;  and  so  far  as  it 
was  a  recompence  for  the  past,  it  ought,  if 
forfeited,  to  be  replaced  to  you  in  its  origi- 
nal form.  But,  it  is  perfectly  monstrous 
to  contend^  as  is  now  done,  that  in  virtue 
of  the  small  portion  so  converted,  the 
whole  of  what  was  due  to  him,  and  what 
was  actually  agreed  for,  should,  from  that 
moment,  become  precarious  and  contin- 
gent, instead  of  absolute  and  certain.  No 
such  bargain  can  be  admitted  but  upon 
^e  faith  of  documents  expressed  in  terms 
tl^e  most  positive  aad  precise,  and  leaving 
nothing  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  intend- 
ed to  be  conveyed.  It  cannot  be  lef):  to 
be  .inferred  or  collected,  or  to  stand  on 
rules  of  technical  interpretation,  or  on  the 
doubtful  testimony  of^  persons,  speaking 
as  to  their  opinion  of  what  was  intended 
at  the  time,  and  who,  however  respectable, 
are  themselves  very  much  in  the  situation 
of  parties.  It  is  not  to  be  believed,  .but 
upon  proof  the  most  compulsory,  that  any 
man  of  good  and  sound  understanding 
would  make  a  bargain  so  disadvantageous 
to  himself.  There  is  no  proportion  be- 
tween the  price  paid  and  the  advantage  to 
be  gained.  Mr.  Palmer  by  accepting  the 
office  proposed,  would  hope,  no  doubt,  to 
increase  the  Post-Office  revenue, and  there- 
by, besides.,  the  credit  which  he  would 
gain,  to  increase  his  own  profits.  But 
what  a  batgain  would  he  have  made,  if 
for  the  chance  of  this  additional  gain,  he 
should  have  put  into  jeopardy  the  whole 
of  what  was  already  secured  to  him  !  Yet 
this  is  the  situation  in  which  the  hop. 
gentlemen  contend  he  had  been  willing  to 
place  himself.  You  have  consented,  say 
they,  to  be  paid  partly  by  a  per-centage 
and  partly  by  an  office,  in  other  words,  to 
accept  an  office  in  lieu  of  a  part  of  your 
per-centage.  From  the  office  you  are  re- 
moveable,  in  fact  at  pleasure,  but  certainly 
for  misconduct,  and  as  we  cannot  distin- 
guish between  the  grounds  on  which  one 
part  of  your  payment  is  made,  and  thosct 
on  which  another  is  made,  but  must  con- 
sider them  all  as  resting  on  the  mixed  and 
joint  views  of,  reward  for  the  past  an4 
engagement  for  the  future,  whatever  has 
the  effect  of  forfeiting  one  part  must  for-i 
feit  the  whole  ;  and  as  it  is  clear,  that  af- 
ter such  misconduct  as  you  have  beei^ 
guilty  of  your  salary  must  go,  it  follows  by 
necessity,  and  by  connection  of  parts,  that 
however  it  may  have  been  given  you  on 
the  principle  of  a  reward,  and  may  have 
remained  in  its  original  form  of  a  per- 
centage, the  rest  must  go  likewise.    Was 
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there  ever  so  ingenious  and  satisfactory  an 
argument  ?  Mr.  Palmer  must  feel  halt  re- 
conciled to  the  Toss  of  all  that  he  thought 
Himself  entitled  to,  when  he  finds  it  wrest- 
ed out  of  his  hands  by  such  a  masterly 
and  dextrous  piece  of  logic !  The  worst  of 
the  argument  is,  that  it  will  do  as  well  the 
other  way,  and  that  if  the  parts  of  his  grant 
are  so  connected,  that  they  must  all  stand 
or  fall  together,  it  may  be  asked,  why  the 
salary  should  •  not  follow  the  law  of  the 
per-ccntage,  as  well  as  the  per-centage 
that  of  the  salary  ?  The  per-centage,  it  is 
plain,  was  clear  reward  and  nothing  else : 
it  was  given  for  service  past,  and  could  not 
well  be  forfeited,  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  and  while  the  public  was  actually 
<5njoying  the  benefit  of  it,  by  any  thing 
that  should  be  done  aftei'wards.     It  would 
be  just  as  good,  therefore,  and  in  fact  bet- 
ter argument,  to  say,  that  as  the  salary  was 
in  part  given  as  matter  of  reward,  this  was 
a  case  in  which  office  and  salary  was  not, 
as  in  other  cases,  forfeited  by  misconduct, 
but  should  be  continued  in  part  at  least, 
even  though  the  party  should  have  acted 
in  such  a  way  as  would  have  amounted  to 
a  forfeiture  in  any  other  circumstances. 
The  truer  decision  however  is,  no  doubt, 
that  the  salary  was  forfeited,  and  nothing 
else.     Mr.  Palmier  consented  to  convert  a 
part  of  the  property  which  was  already 
Lis  by  an  absolute  and  indefeasible  right, 
viz.  his  per-centage,  into  property  of  ano- 
ther description,  and  which  it  was  fair  to 
consider  as  subject  to  the  condition  by 
which   such    property    is   usually   held. 
When  he  took  an  office  in  lieu  of  a  part  of 
his  per-centage,  it  might  be  contended, 
and  not  without  plausibility,  that  he  took 
it  subject  to  all  the  chances  to  which  such 
ofilce  was  exposed  :  though  even  there  I 
should  be  inclined  to  maintain,  that  if  in 
the  number  of  those  chances,  removal  at 
pleasure  was  to  be  included,  the  interpreta- 
tion would  be  rather  a  hard  one.     But  for- 
feiture for  misconduct  I  should  not  think 
hard,  even  though  it  involved  in  it,  as  it  does 
in  the  present  instance,  a  loss  and  punish- 
ment to  Mr.  Palmer  beyond  that  of  the 
mere  salary,  namely,  the  loss  of  all  that 
increase  of  profit  which  the  possession  of 
the  office  was  likely  to  produce  upon  the 
great  body  of  his  income,  viz.  the  per- 
centage, which  he  still  retained.    This  loss 
I  think  Mr.  Palmer  has  fairly  incurred  in 
the  present  instance.     But  to  extend  the 
construction  to   the  whole   of  what  had 
been  given  him,   and  to  say,  that  having 
turned  one  part  of  what  he  had  into  sa- 


lary, the  tenure  of  the  salary  was  to  at- 
tach instantly  on  all  that  remained,  is  a 
construction  not  less  extravagant  than  if 
you  were  to  extend  the  same  to  any  pro- 
perty which  he  held  in  land  or  m  the 
funds,  which  he  had  derived  from  bequest, 
or  inheritance,  or  acquired  by  his  private 
industry. — It  is  needless  in  this  point  of 
view  to  touch  upon  any  topic,  even  if  such 
there  should  be,  by  which  the  delinquency 
imputed  to  him  might  in  any  degree  be 
extenuated  or  excused.    Though  pleas  to 
that  effect  are  not  so  entirely  wanting  as 
some  may  suppose,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  means  employed  against  him,  and 
the  little  scruple  felt  by  many  of  those 
whose'arts  he  had  to  encounter,  yet  it  is 
better  in  argument  wholly  to  give  up  their 
part  of  the  case,  and  to  consider  his  con- 
duct in  ofiice  not  only  as  being,  what  !t 
certainly  was,  in  the  highest  degree  cul# 
pable,  but  as  totally  incapable  of  defence 
or  mitigation.     All  that  it  is  necessary  to 
say  is,  that  the  delinquency  was  not  of  a 
sort,  as  indeed  what  delinquency  is  ?  that 
could  work  a  forfeiture  of  rights  which 
had  been  completed  before  the  crime  was 
committed.     The  opposers  of  the  Claim« 
sensible  that  it  was  not  upon  those  grounds 
that  resistance  to  it  could  be  maintained,* 
have  had  recourse  to  the  terms  which,  at* 
a  subsequent  period^  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
fain  to  accede  to,  when  the  only  option 
allowed  him  was  between  those  or  none. 
The  mere  statement  of  such  an  agreement 
in  an  answer  to  any  uSe  to  be  made  of  it 
as  concluding  against  the  future  claims  of 
the  party.  •  Mr.  Palmer  finding  himself 
opposed  by  men  who  had  all  power,  in 
their  hands,  was  willing,  as  most  other     - 
persons  would  have  been  in  the  same  cir* 
cumstances,  to  consider  rather  what  he 
could  get  than  what  he  might  think  him- 
self entitled  to.     The  moment  the  minis- 
try were  in  possession  of  the  letters,  to 
which  to-day  also,  so  much  triumphant' 
reference  has  been  made,  Mr.  Palmer  was 
at  their  mercy.     With  such  a  battery  to' 
play  off    against  him,  the   moment  he 
should  set  his  foot  in  the  house,  he  could 
not  have  stood  before  them  for  an  instant. 
He  would  not  have  obtained  a  hearing. 
The  house,  it  may  now  be   hoped,  not 
being  taken  by  surprise,  nor  borne  down' 
by  the  long  established  authority  which 
then  ruled  it,  will  be  more  disposed  to 
listen  to  reason ;  and,  as  one  of  the  first 
proofs  of  snch  a  disposition,  will  never 
consider  an  acquiescence  on  the  part  ^f 
Mr.  Palmer  in  the  XAxm»  dictated  to  hlln«^   * 
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as  an  admission  that  what  was  so  offered 
was  equal  to  the  fair  funomit  of  his  de- 
mands. His  consent  to  accept  what  was 
then  offered,  that  is  to  say,  all  that  he 
could  thei;i  hope  to  get,  was  not  an  act 
that  could,  with  any  justice,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  quoted  against  him,  as  prejudicing 
any  claim  which  he  might  otherwise  be 
thought  to  possess.  His  claim  must  re- 
main such  as  it  was  ori'ginally  :  and  it  is 
upon  this  Claim  that  the  house  is  called 
upon  to  pronounce  ;'  judging,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  which  jiome  have  proposed 
as  the  guide  of  iis  judgment,  but  on  those 
principles  of  general  equity,  which  would 
seem  more  suitable  to  the^  character  of.  a 
legislative  assembly,  deciding  between  an 
indiridual  and  the  public.  Was  the  bar- 
gain maide  with  Mr.  Palmer,  originally, 
ail  unfair,  or  improvident|One  ?  Was  it 
z;ot,  on  the  contrary,  such  as  the  public 
would  be  glad  to  repeat,  could  the  advan- 
tages of  his  Plan  be  obtained  at  no  cheaper 
rate  ?  Can  it  be  said  with  any  truths  that 
abar^in  so  circumstanced,  has  been  for-, 
feited  by  his  misconduct,  however  justly 
t^at  miscqnduct  has  forfeited  the  office 
which  he  accepted  in  lieu  of  part  of  it  ? 
And  if  the  reward  due  for  service  already 
performed,  and  of  which  the  public  are 
now  enjoying  the  fruits,  cannot  well  be 
forfeited  by  misconduct  of  a  sub8e<^ent 
date,  would  it  be  consonant  to  the  justice 
or  creditable  to  the  character  of  the  house, 
that  they  considered  as  a  surrender  of  Mr, 
Pahner's  right,  the  acceptance  on  his  part 
of  a  smaller  sum,  when  the  rqection  of 
what  was  then  tendered  must  be  consi- 
4ered  as  nothing  less  than  a  renunciation 
of  all  further  hopes? 

Sir  John  Neucport  stated  himself  to  have 
been  a  member  of  tk^e  Committee  ;  which 
had  bestovred  upon  every  transaction  con- 
nected with  the  case,  the  most  particular 
aad  deliberate  attrition.  He  then  read 
▼arious  extracts  from  the  Evidence  de- 
tailed'  before  the  Committee,  upon  the 
&ce  of  whidi  he  contended  that  Mr.  Pal- 
mer^s  Claim  for  remuneration  was  clearly 
r^adeout  and  established. 

Sir  Francis  B^rdett. — Since  I  have  been 
«  member  of  this  assembly,  I  believe 
it  ha^  never  be^n  my  reproach  that  J 
have  been  found  the  champion  of  needless 
extravagance,  or  the  advocate  of  a  wan- 
too  profusion  with  the.  public  .  money. 
Y^t,  much  as  I  respect  the  maxims  of 
epopiomy,  I  am  so  far  from  esteeming  them 

Framount  t^  the  claims  of  justice,  that 
ina4  t^9  t0  give  th«    present  ques- 


tion my  decided  approbation  and  sup* 
port.  A  great  deal  of  persoiMtl  acrimony 
has  escaped  from  the  right "hon.  gentleman 
(the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  and  ah 
attempt,  rather  insidiously,  I  must  think, 
has  been  made  by  him  to  reduce  this 
question  into  the  narrow  shape  of  a  mere 
party  measure.  I  regret  that  any  thing 
of  this  kind  has  occurred,  because  in  my 
sincere  belief,  no  case  was  ever  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  in  which 
party  feelings  or  party  canvas  has  had  less 
connection. — In  respect  to  this  case,  ex- 
clusive of  the  clearness  with  which  it  is 
made  out,  I  never  recollect  either  to  have 
heard  or  read  of  one  coming  before  par* 
1  lament  with  stronger  recommendations 
in  every  respect.  In  the  first  place,  here' 
is  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  en« 
quiry  ;  next,  here  is  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee whom  we  appointed  to  investigate 
its  merits ;  and,  lastly,  here  are  the  digested 
professional  opinions  of  four  of  the  first 
legal  abilities  in  the  kingdom,  namely, 
lord  Erskine,  lord  chief  justice  Mansfield,, 
the  present  Attorney  General,  sir  Vicary 
Gibbs,  and  Mr.  Adam — all  of  these 
strictly  corresponding  and  representing 
the  claims  iii  so  strong  and  positive  a  light, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  add  any 
thing  in  support  of  their  authority. — ^To 
appreciate  the  merits  of  this  case  posi- 
!  tively,  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  our  while 
to  consider  it  ffrst  comparatively,  and  to 
take,  a  retrospective  glance  at  contracts 
I  which  government  have  been  in  the  habit 
.  of  entering  into  with  others.  And,  really, 
when  I  survey  these  on  the  one  hajid,  and 
contemplate  Mr.  Palmer's  agreement  op 
the  other,  they  appear  to  me  so  extremely 
opposite  in  principle,  so  strangely  differ-* 
ent  in  practice,  that  I  cannot  reconcile  it 
to  my  conscience,  even  to  class  them  un-> 
derthe  same  denomination.  One  striking 
instance  of  this  inequality  is  manifest  in 
the  contracts  respecting  the  Dutch  prize 
ships,  where  commissioners  for  ascertain** 
ing  the  value  of  the  cargoes  receive  often 
5  per  cent,  on  the  amount,  and  actually 
for  not  doing  one  single  act  of  benefit  tq 
the  public ;  or  in  any  way  whatever  de« 
serving  such  extravagant  remuneration. 
Now,  really,  wheh  we  hear  cases  liko 
these  attempted  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
scale  with  Mr.  Palmer's,  our  common 
reason  is  insulted.  In  most  of  the  con-«> 
tracts,  hitherto  made,  the  advantages  of  the 
contractor  arise  out  of  the. excess  in  the 
gross  expenditure,  which  it  consequently 
becomes  his  interest  to  aggravate  and  in^ 
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crease,  by  every  possible  means ;  while, 
in  this  agreement  of  Mr.  Palmer's,  his 
emoluments  are  merely  to  grow  out  of  the 
net  increased  revenue  of  the  Post  Office 
in  recompence  of  his  plan,  whereby  the 
interests  of  the  public  are  inseparably  in-* 
terwoven  with  nis  own. — Sir,  I  have,  in 
the  course  of  this  debate,  heard  a  number 
of  letters  read  by  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  by  way  of  refiitation  to  the 
claim ;  but,  I  cannot  perceive  they  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  specific  agreement 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Palmer ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  appear  to  me  perfectly  un- 
connected with  it.  If,  indeed,  they  can 
prove  by  these  letters  the  failure  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  plan,  and  that  the  Post  Office 
revenue  has  derived*  no  increase  from  his 
exertions,  why,  then,  I  perfectly  agree 
with  them,  that  the  whole  aflPair  falls  to 
the  ground.  Or,  shovild  they  prove,  from 
any  thing  contained  in  them,  that  the  re- 
renue  falls  short  of  the  stated  .  amount,  in 
that  case,  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  Mr. 
Palmer  should  only  be  paid  to  the  abso- 
lute extent  of  the  advantages  which  have 
accrued ;  and,  as  far  as  I  understand,  it  is 
.upon  this  principle  he  desires  to  be  judgr 
ed.  But,  upon  what  mode  or  system  of 
calculation  he  is  to  be  paid  a  yearly  sa- 
lary of  3,000?.  and  his  agreement  can- 
celled, I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  determine. 
In  faqt,  sir,  the  gentlemen  opposite  seem 
to  be  puzzled  themselves,  in  respect  to 
this  affair,  and  shift  their  position  so  fre- 
quently in  the  course  of  the  argument, 
that  it  is  rather  difficult  to  know  upon 
what  ground  they  wish  to  tight  the  ques- 
tion ;  first,  it  is  an  Agreement ;  now,  it  is 
not  an' Agreement;  then,  we  are  told  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  a  rigid  economy.  Sir,  I  am  most 
sensibly  alive  to  the  misery  of  the  times, 
?ind  no  one,  I  believe,  can  more  feelingly 
deplore  them;  but  I  am  so  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims,  and  so  perfectly  aware 
of  the  general  feeling  of  the  country  to- 
wards them,  that  if  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  bench  will  but  do  justice  to  the  in- 
dividual, I  am  content  they  should  throw 
upon  my  shoulders  the  whole  blame  of  the 
transaction,  and  hold  me  out  to  the  people 
as  the  extravagant  sfttndthriil  of  the 
public  revenue. — Sir,  one  argument  (if  it 
may  be  so  termed)  brought  forward  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seems  to 
n^e  to  be  the  most  absurd  assertion  I  ever 
heard  of.  The  right  hon.  gent,  attempted 
to  persuade  the  house,  that  the  2|  per  cent. 
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as  well  as  the  1,500?.  a  year;  were  both 
intended  and  given  as  a  salary -incidental 
to  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  that  both  those  remunerations 
should  cease  with  the  functions  of  the  of- 
fice. Now  if  that  were  the  case,  how- 
happens  it,  that  every  officer  who  has 
been  appointed  subsequent  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's dismissal,  and  iias  had  exactly  the 
same  duties  to  perform — how  happens  it,  I 
say,  that  he  has  not  had  the  same  salary  } 
Why,  it  is  evident,  because  no  other  offi- 
cer ever  did  the  services  but  of  office 
which  Mr.  Palmer  did ;  no  other  officer 
ever  added  millions  to  the  revenue  of  the 
country.  Why,  then,  it  is  indisputable, 
that  this  allowance  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Palmer  as  a  remuneration  for  having  given 
to  the  public  a  Plan  replete  with  every 
advantage  of  profit  and  convenience. 

Mr.  George  Johnstone  observed,  that  the 
mode  of  attack  adopted  by  the  opposition 
men^bers  that  night  appeared  to  him  quite 
of  a  novel  complexion;  for  he  believed 
that  this  was  the  first  occasion  upon  which 
gentlemen  sitting  upon  the  treasury  bench 
had  beeit  reproached  for  a  too  scrupulous 
regard  of  the  public  money,  and  held  out 
to  the  nation  as  over-cautious  misers  of 
the  enormous  trust  reposed  in  their  discre- 
tion: and  he  could  not  avoid  remarking 
as  something  additionally  extraordinary, 
that  the  present  advocates  for  a  profuse 
generosity,  were  the  very  persons  who 
were  clamouring  in  every  man's  ears 
against  the  increasing  hardships  of  the 
times,  and  the  necessity  of  a  rexluced  ex- 
penditure. The  two  parties  seemed  com- 
pletely to  have  shifted  their  ground  while 
arguing  the  present  case ;  for  now  minis- 
ters were  violently  blamed,  merely  because 
they  followed  these  prudential  maxims  so 
long  recommended  by  their  adversaries. 
Whatever  might  be  the  event  of  the  pre- 
sent question,  he  must  assert,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, simply  performed  his  duty,  by  re- 
sisting all  doubtful  demands  upon  the 
public  purse,  of  which  that  house  was  thq 
natural  guardian,  and  was  bound  by  every 
just  principle  to  protect  from  spoliation 
with  the  same  anxiety  as  any  individual 
would  his  private  property. 

Lord  Henry  Petty,  after  recapitulating 
and  enforcing  several  of  Mr.  Windham's 
remarks,  proceeded  to  state,  that  leave  to 
bring  in  the  present  petition,  had  been 
applied  for  while  he  held  the  situation  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  that  without 
pledging  himself  in  the  slightest  degree, 

R 


I      • 


243]  , 


PARL.  DEBATES,  I^Iay  12,  1806.— iWr.  Palmei^s  Clam. 


[244 


for  any  support  to  the  case,  he  had  given 
his  consent  that  a  committee  should  he 
appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
the  Claims,  because  (though  at  that  time 
he  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the' jus- 
tice of  th^  case)  he  felt  that  Mr.  Palmer 
had  produced  such  signal  and  extensive 
advantage  to  his  country,  that  any  de- 
mand he  might  bring  forward  for  remune- 
ration was  at  least  entitled  to  an  attentive 
consideration. — Since  that  period,  however, 
he  had  seriously  examined  the  mass  of 
Evidence    now    before    the    house,    and 
through  the  whole  chain  of  it,  he   had 
found  abundance  of  proof,  however  the 
ingenuity  of  some  gentlemen  had  laboured 
ta  distort  4;he  plain  fact,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
was  entitled,  by  every  tie  of  honour  as 
well  as  gratitude,  that  could  be  held  bind- 
ing to  a  nation,  to  receive  the  full  and 
entire  compensation  which  he  claimed. — 
With  respect  to  the  wild  theory  affected 
to  be  raised  in*  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  purchase-money  bargained   for 
Mr.  Palmer's  Plan  escheated  back  to  go- 
vernment as  a  forfeit,  when  they  chose  to 
dismiss  him  from  his  official  employ,  it 
really  was   too   idle  and   paradoxical  to 
require  a  serious  reply.     Let  the  house, 
for  an  instant,  draw  any  parallel  case  : 
Suppose  an  ingenious,  artificer  comes  to 
the  board  of  admiralty  ;    and  s|iys    "  I 
have  invented  a  machine  which  shall  de- 
stroy the  French  fleet  in  Brest  harbour  at 
a  single  blow,  will  you  buy  it  of  me  for 
20,000/. }"  The  boai'd,  af\cr  some  experi- 
ments, are  convinced  of  its  efficacy,  and 
agree  to  the  purchase.     Afterwards  they 
say  to  the  inventor,  "  No  person  can  un- 
derstand the  application  of  this  machine  so 
well  as  yourself,  and  we  wish  to  engage 
your  personal  services  to  superintend  the 
enterprize.     We  appoint  you  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  man  of  war,  and  will  pay  you 
such  an  allowance  while  we  retain  you  in' 
the  navy.*'     The  inventor  never  desired 
this  appointment,  but  he  accepts  it,  he 
completes  the  object  of  the  enterprize,  and 
the  French  fleet  is  destroyed  ;  but,  while 
this  work  is  about,  he  conducts  himself  im- 
properly in  his  ship,  and  disobeys  the  chief 
an  command  ;  the  Admiralty  immediately 
dismiss  him  from  the  service,  and  his  con- 
ditional allowance  ends  with  his^  employ- 
ment.    So  far  all  is  proper ;    but  would 
any  man  be  found,  who  should  say  this 
man  had  not   a  claim,  a  just  and  legal 
claim  upon  the  Admiralty  Board,  for  the 
20,000/.  which  they  had  originally  bar- 
gained for.  the  purchase  of  his  invention. 


and  which  invention  had  already  answered 
every  purpose  it  had  promised  to  eftect  ? 
— No,  he  did  not  think  were  was  any  man 
in  the  UHited  kingdom,  who  would  come 
forward  to  ^tart  so  preposterous  and  dis- 
honest an  idea.  Now,  let  the  house,  at  a 
single  glance,  compare  this  imaginary 
case  with  the  real  one,  and  find,  if  it  could, 
one  jot  of  distinction  between  their  merits. 
He.  really  considered  Mr.  Palmer's  case  to 
be  so  indisputably  established,  that  he 
would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  house 
with  any  additional  comjnents;  all  the 
duty  that  remained  to  him  was  to  refute  in 
the  general  face  of  the  house,  any  insinua- 
tion, that  the  support  given  to  the  petition 
by  his  friends  or  by  himself,  resulted  from 
any  thing  in  the  likeness  of  party  spirit. 
He  protested,  individually,  that  he  had  not 
conversed  upcJn  this  case  with  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  usually  did  him  the  honour 
to  concur  in  sentiment  with  him,  and  that 
even  Major  Palmer  himself  must  have 
been  ignorant  till  that  moment  of  the 
nature  of  the  vote  which  he  now  certainly 
should  give. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton — Sir  ;  having  myself 
formed  one  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  tKe  house  to  examine  into  the  merits  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Agreement  with  govern- 
ment, I  feel  it  a  peculiar  duty  to  offer  my 
sentiments  upon  the  present  consideration 
of  the  Report, — Sir;  I  could  wish  the 
house  to  recollect,  that  the  manner  in  which 
this  Committee  was  selected,  was  agreed  to 
by  every  one  interested  for  or  against  the 
present  questioii,  as  the  fairest  and  most 
impartial  mode  that  could  be  adopted.  It 
was  comprised,  in  the  first  place,  of  all  the 
county  members,  of  all  the  representatives 
of  the  great  mercantile  cities,  of  gentle- 
men of  the  long  robe,  and  of  merchants, 
and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  in  this 
house  to  produce  from  the  earliest  records 
of  parliament,  a  committee  more  qualified 
to  ascertain  the  merits  of  the  case  at  issue, 
or  more  likely  to  administer  equal  justice 
to  the  public  and  to  the  individual. — Sir; 
I  can  boldlv  aver,  that  there  never  was  a 
body  of  gentlemen  who  paid  a  more  strict 
and  constant  attention  to  the  subject  be- 
fore them,  or  who  went  more  fully  and  es- 
sentially into  the  whole  of  the  Evidence 
during  a  long  and  laborious  investigation. 
Thff  result  of  fliafinvestigation  is  now  be- 
fore ydu,  and  they  there  declare  them- 
selves of  opinion,  "  That  Mr.  Palmer  has 
fully  proved  his  Agreement,  and  is  justly 
entitled  to  the  sum  he  claims." — Now,  sir, 
I  am  far  firoin  asserting,  that  this  house  ift 
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bound  implicitly  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  its  own  Committee,  because  all  those 
who  have  bestowed  as  much  of  their  time 
and  attention  to  this  case  as  the  members 
of  that  Committee,  are  certainly  as  well 
qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits  ;  but,  sir, 
as  there  are,  undoubtedly,  manyhonourable 
gentlemen  present,  who  from  the  pressure 
of  other  business,  have  found  it  impossible 
to  go  through  the  printed  Evidence  before 
them,  I  do  say,  sir,  that  as  many  gentle- 
men as  are  in  their  own  minds  conscious 
of  their  want  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, are  bound  in  honor,  either  to  agree 
with  the  Committee  which  they  them- 
selves have  delegated,  or  to  give  no  vote 
whatever  upon  the  subject — one  of  these 
two  things  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
of  them. — Sir;    it  apjiears    to   me,  the 
whole  argument  on  this  subject  resolves 
itself  into  one  plain  question ;  Was  there 
an  Agreement,  or  was  there  not  ? — Sir ; 
Mr.  Pitt  himself  acknowledges  the  Agree- 
ment ;   and  I  believe  no  one  in  this  house 
will  question  either  its  fairness  or  modera- 
tion.    Mr.  Palmer,  it  appears,  was  to  in- 
crease the  public  revenue  by  means  of  a 
reform  and  improvement  he  undertook  in 
the  Post  Office  department.     He  was  to 
embark  his  time,  his  fortune,  and  his  fame 
in  this  experiment.     If  his  exertions  suc- 
ceeded, he  was  to  receive  a  fortieth  part 
only  of  the  emoluments  which  would  in 
consequence  accrue  to  the  country ;  but, 
if  he  failed,  (no  matter  from  what  cause) 
government  were  bound  to  make  him  no  I 
compensation  whatever,  either  for  his  time, 
trouble,  anxiety,  loss,  and  the  total  neglect 
of  all  his  other  concerns  in  life  :  even  the 
goodness  and  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
were  not  to  be  taken  mto  consideration  ; 
but  he  was  to  be  lefl  liable  to  encounter 
ruin,  penury,  and  mortification  as  the  re- 
ward of  a  mistaken  zed\  for  the  good  of 
his  country. — Thus,  sir,  in  this  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  bargain,  the  coun- 
try were  to  incur  no  risk  whatever.     It 
was  morally  and  physically   impossible 
they  could   sustain  any  injury.     In  the 
event  of  failure,  Mr.  Palmer  alone  was 
to  suffer  the  whole  of  die  loss ;  but,  if  his 
Plan  succeeded,  why  then,  sir,  for  every 
twenty  shillings  the  country  was  to  come 
into  the  possession  of,  Mr.  Palmer,  the  pro- 
jector and  inventor  of  the  means  by  which 
these  twenty  shillings  were  acquired,  was 
to  receive  six-pence,  and  that  during  his 
life  only. — ^There   is  one  feature  in  this 
Agreement  to.  which  I  would  particularly 
direct  this  attention  of  the  house.    Mr. 


Palmer  does  not,  with  the  prudent  calcu- 
lation of  a  worldly-minded  man,  say  to 
the   government,    "  I  will   organize  this 
Plan,  I  will  prove  to  you  that  it  is  feasible, 
an4  having  brought  you  to  this  conviction, 
you  shall  pay  me  such  a  specific  sum  for 
the  invention,  and  whether  hereafter  the 
scheme  continues  to  succeed  or  no  will  be 
a   matter  of  indifference   to  me.^'     No, 
sir,  Mr.  Palmer's  language  to  the  minister 
is  this — "  The  contract  i  submit  to  you 
shall  not  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  pub- 
lic to  reproach  you  with  having  made  an 
improvident  bargain  :  they  shall  not  havo 
it  to  say,  you  have  extravagantly  expended 
a  sum  of  money  upon  a  projector  whose 
Plan,  though  successful  to  a  certain  degree, 
is  yet  very  inadequate  to  the  injudicious 
reward  he  has  received  :  what  I  request  is 
this,  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  an  ac- 
count be  taken  of  the  Post  Office  receipts, 
and  out  of  this  gross  sum  all  the  expences 
incidental   to  the  establishment  shall  be 
disbursed,  and  then,  from  the  clear  net  mo-' 
nies  paid  into  the  treasury  beyond  the  old 
amount,  I  demand  my  per^centage  of  six- 
pence in  the  pound."' — Here,  sir,  are  no 
speculative  advantages,  no  ideal  emolu- 
ments; before  the  inventor  is  to  be  thought 
oi',  we  are  to  see  these  emoluments  and  to 
feel  the  benefit  of  them ;  and  when  we 
have  satisfied  ourselves  of  their  reality,  and 
we  are  absolutely  in  the  enjoyment  of 
them,  then,  and  not  till  then,  Mr.  Palmer 
is  to  reap  the  benefit  of  his  Agreement. — 
Sir,  it  is  upon  this  principle  Mr.  Palmer 
wishes  to  be  judged ;    produce  the  Post 
Office  accounts.     If  we  have  not  benefited 
by  his  plan,  he  has  no  claim  upon  us ;  but 
if,  on  the  contr^y,  it  should  appear,  that 
the  country  has  derived  and  is  deriving  an 
immense  annual  income  from  his  services, 
why  then,  sir,  I  assert,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  the  public  will  bear  me  out  in  the  as- 
sertion, that  he  ought,  in  justice  and  in 
honour,  to  be  paid  up  to  the  amount  of  his 
success.    Sir  ;  it  has  been  advanced  by  a 
right  hon.  gent,  that  Mr.  Palmer,  from  dis- 
puting the  commands  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  was  found  unfit  to  retain  his  offi- 
cial situation  in  the  Post  Office ;  and  that  by 
his  acting  so  as  to  oblige  the  Treasury  to 
discharge  him,  h^  deprived  the  country  of 
many  advantages  his  continuance  in  office 
would  have  insured  to  them. — Sir ;  in  the 
first  place,  I  deny  that  it  was  necessary  to 
discharge  Mr.  Palmer  for  disobedience  to 
the  Postmaster  General,  because  he  never 
acknowledged  thetr  authouty,  but  I  am 
ready  to  admits  with  the  rij^ht  hoot.  gent. 
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that  die  public  suiFered  materially  in  a 
prospective  view,  from  Mr.  Palmer's  dis- 
missal.    Bat,  sir,  the  right  hon.  gent  ap- 
pears to  forget,   that  Mr.  Palmer  is  not 
asking  the  country  to  reward  him  for  the 
services  he  would  have  performed,  had  he 
been  permitted  to  give  them ;  he  only  de- 
mands his  per-centage  upon  that  sum  of 
money  which  he  has  actually  put  us  in 
possession  of. — Sir;  there  can  be  no  deceit, 
no  soph istry  in  th is.     You  have  the  money, 
or  you  have  not :.  prove  the  latter  and  his 
Claim  vanishes.     But  if  you  admit  the 
former,  it  is  clearly  substantiated.     Now, 
sir,  if  for  the  sake  of  argument,  I  wei'e  to 
suppose   that  Mr.  Palmer  had  justly  in- 
curred his  dismissal,  and  rendered  himself 
incapable  of  continuing  his  services  to  the 
public,  why,  sir,  even  in  this  vie^  of  the 
afiair,  the  fault  would  carry  along  with 
it  its^own  punishment,  for  this   agree- 
ment so  links  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic with  that  of  the  individual,  that  the 
one  cannot  sutler  without  the  other  bear- 
ing a  proportionate  participation.     If  the 
government   did   not   chuse  to   continue 
Mr.  Palmer  in  office,  it  was  a  circumstance 
much  to  be  regretted ;  but  still,  they  had 
an  undoubted   right  to  select  their  own 
officers;  and  it  was  at  their  choice  either 
to  retain  him  or  dismiss  him.     They  had 
the  most  unqualified  right  to  dispense  with 
his  services  ;  but  they  could  not,  in  honor, 
or  in  equity,  dispense  with  his  Agreement; 
unless  indeed  they  gave  up  all  the  advan- 
tages accruing  from  it,  and  reverted  back 
to  the  old  injurious  system,  from  ivhich 
his  talents  and  perseverance  had  rescued 
tbem. — ^But  it  seems  on  the  suspension 
•  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  government  discon- 
tinued   the   usual  payment    of  his  per- 
centage, and  settled  an  annuity  of  3,000/. 
upon  him  for  his  life.     Now,  sir,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  by  what  right  the  original 
agreement  is  to  be  annulled,  and  this  pen- 
sion foisted  on  Mr.  Palmer  in  lieu  of  it  ? 
Did  Mr.  Palmer  consent  to  this  arrange- 
ment?   No.    Did  he  accept  the  3,000/.  a 
year  as  a  compensation,  for  his  per-cen-  1 
tage  ?    No.     Why  then,  sir,  the  contract 
on  his  part  remains  unbroken,  and  he  is  en- 
titled  to  the  full  and  complete  benefit  of 
it.-^But>  sir,  tjie  right  hon.  gent,  has  stated, 
that  the  3,000/.  a  year  was  rather  tnore 
than  the  yearly  per-centage  at  that  time 
amounted  to ;  and  that  it  was  conceived 
Mr.   Palmer  would  be  a  gainer  by  this 
'arrangement.      Now  sir,  the  right  hon. 
^ent.  must  himself  be  aware  of  the  fallacy 
«f  this  argument ;  becatise  he  knew,  that 


the  revenue  wbi<^  the  per-ceniage  grew 
out  of,  was  increasing  every  hour,  and  that 
before  the  next  settlement  could  arrive» 
Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  would  overtake 
and  leave  behind  it  this  3,000/.  a  year 
which  they  now  hold  up  as  an  advantage- 
ous settlement  to  the  projector.' — ^Mr.  Pal- 
mer was  aware,  that  during  the  infancy  of 
this  system  his  emoluments  would  be  small; 
but  he  looked  forward  to  a  progressive  ex* 
tension  oi  them  from  the  increasing  com-^ 
merce  of  the  country,  and  the  iacility  and 
convenience  which  his  Plan  held  out  to  its 
correspondence.     So,  sir,  that  under  these 
'  circumstancres  it  is  an  abuse  of  words  to 
say  that  this  Treasury  manoeuvre  was  play- 
'  ed  tiff  in  kindness  or  even  fiiimess  to  Mr* 
Palmer ;  ior  in  right  of  his  Agreement  he 
would  at  this  tifsfe  be  receiving  10>000/. 
instead  of  3,000/.  a  year,  and  this  fact  is 
at  once  the  strongest  and  most  incontesti* 
ble  proof  of  his  merit  and  ability. — ^But 
sir,  I  blush  to  say,  that  it  viras  the  extent 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  success,  and  ^e  aknest 
incredible  emoluments  arising  to  govern* 
ment  from  his  scheme,  that  precluded  him 
from  the  benefit  of  his  contract.     Had  Mr« 
Palmer  succeeded  in  a  smaller  degree  he 
had  been  safe,  and  had  five  or  six  other 
projectors    succeeded   afterwards  in  the 
same  proportion  up  to  the  present  re- 
venue, their  separate  obligations  would  all 
have  been  thankfully  discharged,  and  the 
government  have  congratulated  themselves 
on  such  provident  bargains.    But,  sir,  be-f 
cause  one  man  undertakes  a  hopeless  re- 
form, and  after  succeeding  in  defiance  of 
all  calculation,  carries  the  revenue  he  has 
reformed,  to  the  climax  and  acme  of 


so 


perfection,  the  ministers  find  out  that  it  is 
excessively  presuming  that  any  one  man 
should  dare  to  make  such  an  impertinent 
display  of  his  genius  and  talent,  emd  there- 
fore he  is  to  be  paid,  not  for  what  he  actu- 
ally has  done,  but  for  what  it  was  supposed 
he  might  be  able  to  do.     During  dfie  time 
this  plan  was  on  its  trial  and  its  success 
deemed  chimerical,  the  projector  had  sin- 
gly to  encounter  all  the  expence,  trouble, 
and  fatigue,  together  with  such  a  hydra 
train  of  difficulties  as  would  have  driven 
almost  any  other  msn  to  have  thrown  up 
the  contract  in  despair;  in  the  mean  time> 
the  government,  who  were  to  reap  almost 
ihe  exclusive  betiefit  of  his^  exertions,  saf- 
fered  under  none  of  these  vexations,  un* 
less  in  their  (ywn  imaginations. — But  sir, 
when  the  persevering  ability  of  Mr.  Pal- 
mer had  triumphed  over  eyery  obstacley 
and  crowned  bk  iiercutoMi  IsdMuxt  vitk 
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success,  then  the  government  awaken  from 
their  idle  visions  of  apprehension,  to  the 
solid  and  absolute  enjoyment  of  an  im- 
mense i-evenue,  while  Mr.  Palmer,  in  his 
ruined  fortune  and  impaired  health,  feels 
the  reality  of  the  evils  he  had  to  contend 
against ;    and  the  promised  reward  of  his 
toils,   the  honest  and  hard  earned   fruit 
of  his   ingenuity^  eludes  his   grasp,  and 
leaves  him  only  the  heart-rending  reflec- 
tion, that  his  confidence  in  the  word  of 
a  minister,   his  imprudence  in  imagining 
that  the  public  faith  pledged  by  him,  was 
an  obligation  as  valid  as  the  written  cons- 
tract  of  any  other  individual,  have  subject- 
ed hsm  to  this  mass  of  injury  and  oppres- 
sion.— ^But,  it  is  said,  Mr.  Pitt  decided  on 
these  Claims.     Mr.  Pitt  was  a  party  con- 
cerned.    Nor  can  I  (greatly  as  I  esteemed 
him)  surrender  my  judgment,  in  a  case 
where  the  aid  of  common  sense  is  alone 
necessary  to  form  it,  even  to  him. — ^But, 
sir,  it  is  plain  from  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct,  and 
from  his  Evidence,  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied with  himself.     It  is  plain  he  attempt- 
ed to  persuade  himself,  that  by  the  mode 
adopted,  he  was  not  doing  ixijustice  to  Mr. 
Palmer ;  but  he  did  not  succeed.     Per- 
haps this  is  some  excuse  to  his  zealous 
partjzans,  whose  feelings  may  be  not  quite 
so  nice,  for  their  conduct  and  language  to- 
Bight.--^ir ;  there  has  been  an  objection 
ui'ged  this  night  in  opposition  to  the  Claims 
ef  Mr.  Palmer,  v^ich  I  can  scarcely  con- 
ceive the  right  hen.  gentleman  serious  in 
oiFering  to  the  consideration  of  a  British 
house  of  commons ;  namely,  the  amount 
of  those  Claims.     Sir,  the  sum  mentioned, 
100,000/.  has  no  other  foundation  b»t  in 
the  unworthy  motive  of  deterring  gentle- 
men by  its  amount,  from  supporting  the 
motion.     Surely  it  is  enough  that  we  have 
so  long  withheld  from  an  individual  that 
which  is  so  honestly  his  due :  but  that  we 
must  make  the  very  extent  of  this  injury 
a  pretence  for  further  injustice  !  As  well 
might  the  mortgager  who  neglects  the 
puricttial  discharge  of  his  obligation,  re- 
isist  the  settlement  of  the  arrears  on  the 
gixiund  of  its  accumulation.     Why,  sir,  jn 
fairness  and  in  equity,  Mr.  Palmer  has  the 
niQSt  unqualified  tight  to  the  compound 
interest  upon  the  money  so  unjustly  de- 
tained firom  him ;  and  I  assert,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  an  English  jury 
would  award  it  to  him. — ^The  right  hon. 
gent,  has  also  expressed  his  apprehension, 
that  if  this  Claim  is  once  admitted,  no  fu- 
ture session  wrll  pass  without  similar  ap- 
^ioati<)ns.    Sff,  1 4o  trust  for  the  credit4>f 


the  country,  that  no  parallel  instance  of 
National  ingratitude  can  rise  up  to  covet 
any  future  minister  with  the  shame  and 
disgrace  which  must  accompany  it,  but 
if,  unfortunately,  any  such  should  exist, 
let  them  be   produced;    the  sooner  we 
wash  froni  our  hands  the  spots  which  con- 
taminate them,  the  more  consistently  with 
the  honour  of  the  country,  and  the  justice 
and  dignity  of  this  house,  shall  we  act. 
We  must  acknowledge,  that  a  gross  injus- 
tice has  been  done  :  let  us  not  then  add 
oppression  to  injustice,  and  stifle  the  cries 
of  the  victim  with  an  aggravation  of  his 
injuries,  and  an  insult  on  his  teelings.^^^ 
Sir  ;  I  do  most  solemnly  adjure  the  house 
to  reflect  seriously  before  they  come  to  a 
decision  upon  this  aflair.    This  is  no  com- 
mon debate  ;  it  is,  thank  God,  no  party 
question ;    it  is  one  in  which  our  dearest 
interests  are  involved ;  it  is  one  in  which 
ministers,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public 
faith,  no  less  than  of  the  public  purse,  are 
concerned ;  and  let  them  beware  of  im- 
pressing this  notion  on  the  public,  that  the 
word  of  a  minister  is  less  sacred,  less  to  be 
depended  on,  less  safe,  than  the  contract 
of  the  most  abject  individual. — ^I  beseech 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  it  is  not  only 
in  this  house,  but  out  of  it,  that  our  con- 
duct to  this  individual  is  the  subject  of 
discussion  and  judgment.    All  are  aware 
of  the  equity  of  these  Claims.     The  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Palmer  are  daily  and  hourly 
experienced  by  all  ranks  asnd  descriptions 
of  [)eople,  and  i  feel  satisfied  that  there  is 
not    an  individual   in  the   country  wh(» 
would  not  chearfully  subscribe  his  mite  to 
the  discharge  of  so  just  a  debt. — But  sir,  I 
have  no  feai-s  for  the  issue  of  this  motion. 
I  feel  confident,  that  the  vote  of  this  night 
will  rescue  the  nation  from  an  ignominious 
breach  of  faith,  and  evince  to  our  constitu- 
ents, that  though  justice  should  be  banish- 
ed and  driven  from  the  breasts  of  minis- 
ters, here  she  will  ever  find  a  saci^ed  and 
hallowed  refuge.     If  ministers  know  not 
or  neglect  their  duty,  if  they  violate  the 
principles  of  justice  iownrds  the  meanest 
individual,  here  they  will  be  compelled  to 
retrace  their  footsteps;  for  within  these 
walls,  it  is  not,  I  am  sure,  assuming  too 
much   to  declare,  that  merit  can  never 
want  friends,  or  the  claims  of  justice  and 
integrity  successful  advocates. 

The  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Thomas  Plo.. 
mer)  briefly  obsei-ved,  that  it  was  his  fixed 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Palmer  could  establish 
no  legal  claim  whatever  to  any  part  of  the 
remuneration  proposed  ;    but  that  at  all 
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events,  however  wide  a  construction  the 
liberality  of  the  house  might  please  to 
give  the  Agreement  of  per-centage,  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  for  any  man  profess- 
ing the  least  knowledge' of  the  laws  of  his 
country,'  to  maintain,  that  the  salary  of 
1,500/.  was  to  be  considered  due  to  him 
since  the  year  1793  ;  as  from  that  period 
to  the  present  moment,  Mr.  Palmer  had 
remained  totally  unemployed,  and  had  not 
discharged  any  one  of  the  official  services 
for  which  that  Salary  was  originally  given. 

Mr.  fVilliam  Smith  informed  the  house, 
that  he  had  been  fully  acquainted  with 
every  particular  relative  to  this  business, 
at  the  time  when  the  bargain  was  origin- 
ally entered  into  between  Mr.  Palmer  and 
the  minister;  .  and  that  he  could  assert 
from  his  own  positive  knowledge,  that  Mr. 
Palmer  at  that  time  considered  himself  to 
be  forming  an.  Agreement,  which  should 
stand  independently  upon  its  own  merits, 
and  not  be  liable  to  avoidance,  upon  any 
personal  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  parties.  And  he  could  also 
state,  that  from  many  communications  had 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  about  the  same  period,  he 
bad  every  reason  to  believe  the  minister 
considered  the  bargain  exactly  in  the  same 
point  of  view. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said  it  was  impossible 
Mr.  Palmer  could  ever  have  intended  to 
resign  the  positive  Claim  he  had  under  the 
original  Agreement,  when  he  accepted  of 
the  appointment,  and  that  it  was  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  the  country  to  prevent 
one  of  its  greatest  benefactors  from  re- 
proaching them,  not  only  with  ingratitude 
but  with  dishonesty. 

Dr.  Laurence  referred  to  the  Evidence 
already  before  the  house,  for  a  thorough 
conviction  that  the  bargain  had  been  re- 
gularly and  positively  made  ;  and  thought 
it  would  be  exceedingly  disgraceful  to  re- 
fuse a  small  compensation  for  a  very  large 
benefit  already  derived  and  permanently 
possessed. — ^The  Question  now  being  cal- 
led for. 

Major  Palmer  again  rose,  to  state  that  he 
had  considered  it  a  duty  to  the  Committee 
in  the  first  instance  to  frame  his  motion 
upon  their  Report,  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  difference  of  opinion  expressed  by  an 
hon.  member  of  it  (Mr.  Croker,)  he  should 
beg  leave,  for  the  sake  of  meeting  their 
unanimity,  and  as  far  as  he  could  that  of 
the  house,  to  withdraw  his  motion  includ- 
ing the  1,500/.  a  year,  and  to  substitute  the 
Amendment  for  the  per-centage  only. 
^  A  division  th^n  took  place  on  the  amend- 


I  ed  motion,  viz  "  Resolved  :  That  it  is  the 
'^  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  Mr. 
"  Palmer  is  entitled  to  his  per-centage  on 
''the  net  increased  Revenue  of  the  Post 
"  Office  beyond  the  sum  of  240,000/.,  to 
''  be  paid  him  from  the  5th  day  of  April 
"  1793,  and  during  his  life,  according  to 
"  the  provisions  of  the  appointment  of 
"  1789,deductingthesumof  3,000/.  a  year 
"  received  subsequent  to  the  5th  day  of 
"  April  1793." 

For  the  Resolution  .......  137 

Against  it 71 

Majority  for  the  Resolution  .  -^66. 
The  house  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration on  Monday  the  1 6th. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 


Friday,  May  IS. 

[Debtors  I^ill.]  On  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill  being  moved  by  lord  £1- 
leuborough,  < 

The  Earl  of  Moira  objectfed  to  its  princi- 
ple, which  appeared  to  be  this,  that  a 
debtor  was  to  be  subject  to  twelve  months 
imprisonment  for  a  debt  of  20/.  or  under. 
This,  he  contended,  was  contrary  to  those 
sound  principles  of  legislation  which  ought 
to  regulate  the  law  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor. Twelve  months  imprisonment  was  a 
severe  punishment  imposed  for  a  great  of- 
fence, and  he  saw  no  reason  why  an  un- 
fortunate debtor  should  be  subjected  to  it. 
Another  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that 
there  was  no  provision  by  which  the  frau- 
dulent could  be  distinguished  from  the  un- 
fortunate debtor. 

Lord  Ellenborough  contended,  that  his 
noble  friend  had  in  some  degree  miscon- 
ceived the  object  of  the  bill,  as  it  did  not 
impose  twelve  months  imprisonment  upon 
a  debtor ;  the  creditor  might  release  him 
sooner.  The  only  object  of  the  bill  was, 
that  after  having  been  imprisoned  for  12 
months  the  debtor  might  demand  his  dis- 
charge. He  admitted  that  there  were  no 
means  in  this  bill  of  distinguishing  the 
fraudulent  from  the  unfortunate  debtor, 
nor  was  it  practicable,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  was  not  likely  that  such  frauds 
would  be  committed  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining an  amount  of  less  than  20/.  He 
could  not  consent  to  give  up  imprisonment 
for  debt,  which  was  the  security  to  the 
creditor  for  obtaining  his  debt  if  it  was 
to  be  had ;  and  without  such  the  creditor 
must  frequently  take  the  place  of  his  dis* 
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charged  debtor^  and  commercial  credit  be 
destroyed. 

Lfird.Erskine  observed,  that  under  the 
law,  as  it  now  stood,  a  debtor  might  be 
imprisoned  for  an  indefinite  time  ;  but  by 
the  present  bill  he  might,  where  the  debt 
did  not  exceed  20/.,  demand  his  discharge 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  his  pro- 
perty being  still  liable  ;  this,  therefore,  he 
considered  as  a  great  advantage  to  debt- 
ors of  that  description.  There  was,  he 
thought,  a  great  error  in  some  of  the  ar- 
guments respecting  imprisonment  for  debt, 
as  they  seemed  to  suppose  thai  on^-half 
of  mankind  were  creditors  and  the  other 
half  debtors,  whilst  the  fact  was,  that  a 
great  number  of  the  creditors  were  them- 
selves debtors,  and  if  the  security  they 
had  against  their  debtors  was  taken  from 
them,  must  themselves  become  insolvent. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  also  supported  the 
bill.  He  had  some  doubt  as  to  how  far 
it  might  tend  to  weaken  the  security  of 
the  creditor,  but  he  thought  it  an  experi- 
ment worth  trying. — ^The  bill  was  then 
read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,.  May  13. 

[Petition  respecting  the  Report  on 
.  Distillation  from  Sugar.]  General 
Ouscoyne  presented  a  petition  from  the 
gentlemen,  clergy,  merchants,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  Liverpool;  setting  forth, 
"  That  the  said  town  essentially  depends 
for  the  supply  of  bread  to  its  numerous  in- 
habitants, and  a  large  and  populous  dis- 
trict in  the  interior  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, upon  importations  of  corn  and 
flour  from  other  parts,  and  that  a  large 
proportion  of  such  supply  has  heretofore 
been  derived  from  foreign  countries ;  and 
that,  of  late,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
happy situation  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  the  embargo  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  U.  States  of  America,  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  corn  and  flour  has  ceased, 
and  the  prices  of  these  articles  hs^ve  ad- 
vanced considerably,  and  are  still  advanc- 
ing, while,  at  the  saifae  time,  from  the 
stagnation  of  trade,  arid  the  consequent 
want  of  employment,  and  depreciation  of 
wages,  the  labouring  classes  of  the  people 
are  become  less  able  to  purchase  these 
necessaries  of  life  at  a  high  rate,  or  even 
more  reasonable  rates,  as  fully  appears  by 
the  Report  lately  made  of  evidence  taken 
before  a  committee  of  the  house,  ordered 
to  be  printed  on  the  12th  of  April  last,  on 


the  Petition  of  certain  cotton  manufac- 
turers and  journeymen  cotton  weavers  liv- 
ing in  the  county  of  Lancaster  ;  and  that, 
from  the  united  operation  of  these  circum- 
stances, the  petitioners  have  been,  and 
continue  apprehensive  of  much  distress 
amongst  the  poor  in  that  populous  town 
and  county ;  and  it  was  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  that  they  observed,  in  a  late 
Report  of  a  committee  of  the  house,  the 
recommendation  of  what  the  petitioners 
humbly  deem  a  wise  measure  of  precau- 
tion loudly  called  for  by  the  existing  situ- 
ation of  the  country,  namely,  the  susp.en? 
sion  of  the  use  of  Grain  in  the  Distilleries 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  restriction  of 
them  to  the  use  of  Sugar  for  a  limited 
period ;  and  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  petitioners  in  so  well- 
timed  a  recommendation,  is  their  regret 
in  perceiving  that  meetings  have  been 
held,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  petitions  to  the  house 
against  the  measure  in  question,  as  calcu- 
lated  to  injure  the  farmers,  and  discourage 
agriculture  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  hum- 
bly contend  that  this  measure  cannot  pro- 
duce those  effects,*  as  it  appears,  by  the 
Report  of  the  committee,  that,  on  an  ave- 
rage of  the  last  five  years,  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn  into  Great  Britain  has  not 
been  less  than  770,000  quarters  per  ann., 
which  must,  of  course,  have  found  a  con- 
sumption, but  which  can  no  longer  be' 
imported,  while  the  quantity  of  corn  used 
in  the  Distilleries  of  the  United  Kingdom 
does  not  exceed  780,000  quarters;  and 
therefore  the  corn  to  be  excluded  from 
the  Distilleries  by  the  proposed  measure, 
supposing  it  to  extend  to  Ireland  as  well  as 
Great  Britain,  will  oply  supply  the  place 
of  the  quantity  hitherto  imported  from 
foreign  parts  ;  and  that,  in  addition  to' the 
usual  foreign  supply  (of  which  a  large 
proportion  has  been  received  at  Liverpool), 
there  has  been  imported  into  that  place 
from  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  the  last  five, 
years,  242,525  quarters  of  corn,  flour,  and 
oatmeal  per  annum  ;  that,  during  the  pe- 
riod now  past  of  the  present  year,  this 
usual  supply  has  been  greatly  diminished, 
and  in  place  of  a  continuance  thereof  at 
this  time,  orders  for  the  purchase  of  con- 
siderable quantities  of  wheat  and  oats  have 
been  receivjed  by  merchants  in  Liverpool 
from  millers  and  others  in  Ireland,  at  un- 
limited prices,  tOvbe  shipped  from  thence 
for  the  supply  of  districts  in  that  part  of  the 
U.  Kingdom,  where  scarcity  appears  to  be 
apprehended ;  and  that  large  supplies  of 
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corn  are  annually  received  at  Liverpool 
from  Scotland ;  that  these  supplies,  during 
the  present  year,  have  been  much  less  than 
usual,  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  the  last 
ci*op  in  several  quarters  of  that  part  of  the 
U.  Kingdom,  all  which  tends  to  enhance 
still  more  the  price  of  bread  in  that  town, 
already  too  high  for  the  labouring  poor 
generally  to  aftord,  and  particularly  the 
manufacturing  poor,  from  the  present  want 
of  employment,  and  consequent  deprecia- 
tion of  wages  ;  and  that,  if  any  insupera- 
ble obstiicles .  should  prevent  this  restric- 
tion from  being  extended  to  Ireland,  it 
appears  there  would  then  be  a  deficiency 
of  300,000  quarters  of  foreign  supply,  to 
be  provided  for,  if  possible,  by  an  ex- 
tended cultivation  of  the  soil  of  the  U. 
Kingdom,  in  order  to  meet  the  usual  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  without  taking 
into,  the  account  the  extraordinary  sup- 
plies of  corn,  flour,  and  bread,  which,  in 
the  present  situation  of  afiairs,  must  inevi- 
tably be  wanted  by  the  West  India  colo- 
nies from  the  U.  Kingdom,  as  well  as  that 
our  allies,  the  Swedes,  being  deprived  of 
their  usual  supply  of  bread  corn  from  the 
opposite  shores  of  the  Baltic,  and  their 
own  gi'owth  being  generally  inadequate 
to  their  ordinary  consumption,  may  at  this 
time  be  compelled  to  resort  to  this  country 
for  supplies  of  barley,  which,  when  mixed 
with  rye,  is,  as  the  petitioners  are  informed, 
used  for  bread  in  times  of  scarcity  in 
Sweden ;  and  that,  4n  the  opinion  of  the 
petitioners,'  the  prices  of  corn  are  likely 
to  continue  hi^h,  though  they  trust  that 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  will  prevent 
them  from  becoming  exorbitant ;  that  the 
advantage  of  exorbitant  prices  even  to  the 
farmer  is  very  questionable,  experience 
having  shewn  that  they  terminate  even- 
tually in  uncommon  depreciation,  while 
in  the  mean  time  the  evils  that  ensue  to 
the  public  at  large  are  unquestionably 
great;  and  the  petitioners  feel  assured 
tiiat  the  house  will  deem  the  good  of  the 
whole  to  be  preferred  to  a  doubtful  in- 
terest of  one  cla^  of  the  people,  however 
numerous  and  respectable,  a  class  more- 
over which  being  protected,  by  a  special 
act  of  the  legislature,  from  the  injurious 
effe(;t^  of  an  excessive  depreciation  of  the 
prices  of  corn  in  times  of  plenty,  by 
bounties  on  its  exportation  payable  out  of 
the  public  revenue,  ought  at  other  times 
}n  fairness  and  justice  to  submit  chearfully 
to  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
guard  the  public  against  the  contrary  ex- 
Iresae  of  exorbitant  prices^  particularly  in 


the  present  peculiar  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  unprecedented  state  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe ;  and  that,  with  regard  to 
the  local  interests  of  any  particular  dis- 
tricts in  which  barley  may  be  chiefly  cul- 
tivated, the  petitioners  conceive  they  have 
still  less  claim  to  be  put  into  competition 
with  a  measure  of  general  advantage ;  but 
they  aire  of  opinion  that  even  the  local  in- 
terests of  the  barley  countries  are  not  likely 
to  be  materially  affected  by  the  proposed 
measure,  for  though  barley  is  the  grain 
chiefly  used  in  the  English  distilleries,  and 
though  it  appears  there  are  some  lands  in 
this  kingdom  where  no  substitute  for  the 
crops  of  that  grain  can  be  resorted*  to 
without  injury  to  the  farmer,  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  appears  there  are  also  lands 
on  which  barley  is  grown  where  oats  would 
prove  an  advantageous  substitute;  and 
when  the  petitioners  consider,  that  of  the 
quantity  of  barley  annually  produced  in 
England,  only  one  sixteenth  part,  or  there- 
abouts, has  been  consumed  in  the  distille- 
ries, they  cannot  doubt  that  such  a  change 
of  culture  might  take  place  as  would  pre- 
vent barley  from  being  reduced  below  its 
proportionable  price,  compared  with  other 
grain,  or,  if  it  should  for  a  time  be  some- 
what lower  than  its  just  proportion*  it 
would  soon,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petition- 
ers, find  a  more  extended  consumption  as 
bread  corn,  the  effect  of  which  must  ine- 
vitably be  to  raise  it  to'  its  natural  level ; 
in  confirmation  of  which  the  petitioners 
are  enabled  to  state  to  the  house,  that  of 
late,  in  consequence  of  the  advance  oi 
wheat  and  oats,  as  well  as  the  reduction 
of  wages,  the  lower  classes  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster  have  begun  to  have  recourse 
to  barley  bread,  which  they  are  not  ac- 
customed to  use,  except  in  times  of  scarcity 
and  comparative  dearness  of  other  sorts  of 
'grain ;  and  that  the  petitioners  conceive 
the  confining  the  operation  of  the  measure 
in  question  to  a  single  year,  with  a  power 
vested  in  his  majesty  in  council  to  put  an 
end  to  it  within  that  period  if  necessary, 
would  be  so  guarded  a  proceeding  as  not 
to  cause  in  the  minds  of  those  concerned 
the  least  feeling  of  alarm  or  apprehen- 
sion; and  that,  although  the  petitioners 
are  anxious  to  recommend  the  proposed 
measure  to  the  house  on  grounds  of  ge- 
neral benefit,  without  reference  to  any 
partial  interests,  yet  they  cannot  be  in- 
sensible of  its  tendency  to  afford  relief  to 
the  West  Indian  colonies  in  their  present 
distressed  situation,  which  has  been  shewn 
to  have  peculiar  claims  oh  the  considera- 
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tion  of  the  legislature,  and  whicb,  in  the 
apprehension  of  the  petitioners,  affords  a 
strong  additional  argument  in  favour  of 
this  measure,  more  especially  as  the  pre- 
servation of  the  colomes  from  the  ruin 
which  threatens  them  is  confessedly  an  ob- 
ject of  the  first  national  importance,  as  it 
appears  the  article  of  sQgar  alone  pays  an 
annual  duty  of  above  three  millions  to  the 
country ;  that  the  manufactured  goods  ex- 
ported annually  to  these  colonies  have  ex- 
ceeded six  millions  in  value ;  and  that  this 
trade  is  one  of  the  principal  remaining 
liurseries  for  our  seamen  and  of  employ- 
ment for  our  shipping ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  the  house  will  pass  an  act  to 
suspend  the  use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  con- 
fine them'  to  the  use  of  sugar,  for  one  year, 
from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  subject  to 
a  discretionary  power  to  be  vested  in  the 
king  in  council,  upon  a  sufficient  notice, 
to  do  away  the  suspension,  and  allow  the 
distilleries  tq  carry  on  thejr  trade  in  the 
accustomed  manner." — Ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

[Petition  against  the  Curates  Resi- 
dence Bill.]  Mr.  Charles  Dundee  present- 
ed a  Petition  from  certain  of  the  clergy  re- 
sident in  the  county  of  Berks,  taking  notice 
of  the  Bill  for  making  more  effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  maintenance  of  Stipendiary 
Curates  in  England,  and  for  their  residence 
on  their  cures';  and  setting  forth,  '^That 
the  petitioners,  impressed  with  serious  ap- 
prehension of  the  fatal  consequences  with 
which  the  regular  clergy  and  established 
church  of  this  kingdom  are  threatened,  if 
the  said  Bill  should  pass  into  law,  conse- 
quences which  they  havB  maturely  weigh- 
ed^ and  a^  it  became  their  duty,  have  an- 
ticipated with  unimpassioned  and  unbiassed 
deliberation,  humbly  lay  the  following 
considerations  before  the  house :  That 
they  are  penetrated  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern in  contemplating  the  probable  injuries 
which  the  character  of  toe  clergy  of  the 
church  of  England  will  sustain  as  a  body, 
from  the  suspicions  which  this  Bill  is  calcu- 
lated to  inspire,  suspicions  which -they  con- 
ceive-are  unmerited,  tending  to  lower  them 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  to 
alienate,  if  not  to  destroy,  that  sentiment 
of  respect  and  attachment  which  4ias  been 
hitherto  observed  towards  the  clergy,  as  an 
integral  and  important  branch  of  our  con- 
stitutional polity,  a  sentiment  which  is  so 
eminently  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
our  pure  religion,  as  in  church  and  state 
eslablished.;.  and  \\,  ba»oiot  been  without 
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the  most  deep-felt  sorrow  that  they  have 
witnessed  the  unsubstantiated  charges  and 
invectives  industriously  disseminated  and 
indiscriminately  brought  forward  against 
the  clergy  of  England,  as  a  negligent  and 
mercenary  body,  at  a  time  too  wlien  their 
proved  zeal  and  acknowledged  elibrts,  dull- 
ing periods  of  unexampled  danger,  which 
menaced    the   security   not  only  of  the 
throne  and  altar,  but  through  them  the 
conservation  of  property  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  moral  order,  ought,  they  have  a 
right  to  bope,  to  have  been  justly  appre- 
ciated, if  not  gratefully  remembered  by 
their  country  ;  and  that  in  these  times  of 
unexampled  pressure  upon  the  moderately 
beneficed  clergy,  they  cannot  but  considbr 
as  impolitic,  unnecessary,  and  vexatiouSj 
any  farther  privations  tejading  to  destroy 
the  almx)st  solely  remaining  link  which 
connects  the  higher  with  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people,  a  link  which  by  communicat- 
ing the  wants  of  the  latteir  to  the  notice  of 
the  former,   keeps  up  an  intercourse  of 
benefits  and  gratitude  between  both ;  that 
th^  conaequent  depression  of  the  modes- 
ratiely  beneficed  clergy,  on  the  contrary, 
must  approximate  them  too  much  to  the 
poor  to  command  their  respect,  aiid  re* 
move  them  at  too   great  a  distance  from 
the    rich    to    obtain    their   regard    and 
due   consideration ;    and  that  they  doi]>-« 
ceive  th^  unbeneficed  clergy  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  liberal  al- 
lowance at-  present  in  the  power  of  the 
bbhops  to  assign  thehii  inasmuch  as  they 
frequently  enjoy  resources'  from  which  in»- 
cumbents'in  genial  are  debarred,  such  as 
fellowships,  lectureshipts,  chaplaincies,  and 
tuition  in  all  its  branches;  and  indeed  they 
conceive  the  bill  essentially  defective  in 
not  marking    the  appropriate  difierence 
which   obviously  di^nguishes    payment 
from  reward;  and  that  in  many  instances 
it  will    be    liable   to   the    objection    of 
giving  more,  in  proportion  to  the  dutielft 
performed,  than  is  coni^istent  with  strict 
justice,  as  it  will  be  found  that  in  general 
the  most  valuable  benefices  are  those  which 
enjoy  the  greatest  exemption  from  arduous 
duty,  and  indiscriminate  charges  of  exh 
travagant  and  dispro portioned  emoluments 
may  apply  to  payments,  but  not  to  the 
nature  of  rewards,  regulated  by  the  dis* 
tinction  of  age,  learning,  and  dignity  $ 
and  that  this  bill,  they  apprehend,  strikes 
at  the  very  essence  of  all  property,  perrna** 
nait  or  usufructuary,  which  it  is  the  funda^ 
mental  principle  and  established  practice  of 
Oiur .constittttimito  preset^  inviolate ;  and 
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a»  the  clergy  hold  their  possessions,  they 
are  willing  to  hope,  by  as  good  a  title  as 
any  other  order  in  the  state,  if  authorized 
resiimptions  begin  with  them,  they  cannot 
but  suggest  the  alarming  consequences 
which  naturally  force  (hemselves  upon  the 
imagination ;  they  beg  leave  also  to  point 
out  to  the  house  the  infinite  and  much  to 
be  deprecated  mischiefs  which  must  ensue 
to  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  unbeneficed 
clergy  themselves,  from  those  jealousies 
and  animosities  which  may  unhappily  arise 
between  the  incumbent  and  his  curate,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  cannot  at  all  contribute 
to  the  practical  harmony  and  edification 
of  the  parish,  by  rendering  in  many  cases 
the  curacy  more  desirable  than  the  living, 
and  by  conferring  that  independency  on 
the  curate  which  will  destroy  the  natural 
order  of  things,  and  create  an  inversion 
unprecedented  in  every  other  situation  in 
-life,  of  a  deputy  being  placed  above  his 
employer,  totally  uninfluenced  and  un- 
controuled  by  him ;  and  that  among  the 
numerous  evils  with  which  in  their  estima- 
-tion  the  bill  is  pregnant,  the  facility  it 
•promises  to  the  dinusioii  of  Sectarian  prin- 
ciples.is  not  the  least  alarming ;  the  indig- 
nity to  which  the  bill  subjects  the  regular 
cl«rgy,  in  authorising  the  complaints  of 
the  churqh-wardens  to  the  bishops,  may 
unhappily  open  a  door  to  interested  or 
malevolent  misrepresentations,  dictated  by 
pique,  selfish  motives,  or  religious  pre- 
judices ;  and  the  divisions  which  may 
arise  between  the  different  orders  of  the 
clergy  must  infuse  new  vigour  into  secta- 
nsm,  which  will  naturally  derive  an  ac- 
cession of  strength  from  a  weakened  and 
degraded  establishment;  and  that  a  bill 
therefore  whose  manifest  tendency  is  thus 
materially  to  depress  and  impoverish  the 
regular  clergy  of  this  land,  they  cannot 
but  consider  as  impolitic  as  well  as  unjust, 
since  the  same  stroke  which  is  inflicted  on 
them  must  through  their  sides  wound,  if 
not  destroy,  every  other  superior  order  of 
the  state ;  and  that  they  therefore  presume 
to  hope  that  the  present  situation  of  curates, 
where  it  is  found  inadequate  to  their  ser- 
vices, will  be  suffered  to  receive  that  pro- 
Ipressive  amelioration  which  the  present 
course  and  operation  of  circumstances  are 
daily  producing  in  their  favour/' — ^Order- 
ed  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[Crown  Lands.]  Mr.  HvMssmi,  zSier 
a  short  statement  of  the  object  of  his  mo- 
taott,  moved  a  Resolution  of  the  house,  that 
in  all  Bills  of  inclosure,  draining,  &c.  in 
which  his  majesty's,  interests,  eitliec  ki 


right  of  the  croWn  or  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster were  concerned,  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
surveyor-general  of  the  Crown  Lands,  or 
the  cnancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster, 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  superintend 
the  carrying  of  the  bill  into  effect  as  far  as 
related  to  his  majesty's  rights. 

Mr.  Whitbread  did  not  think  a  sufficient 
ground  had  been  laid  for  a  resolution 
which,  in  his  opinion,  went  to  impose  un- 
necessary expence  and  inconvenience  upon 
the  parties  to  bills  of  enclosure.  No  in- 
stance of  injury  having  been  done  to  his 
majesty's  rights  had  been  stated  by  the 
hon.  gent..  He  wished  the  motion  could  be 
deferred  until  the  country  gentlemen,  who 
were  those  most  nearly  interested,  should 
receive  information  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Huskisson  replied,  that  many  in-> 
stances  had  occurred  in  which  the  inter* 
ests  of  the  crown  had  been  sacrificed  from 
the  want  of  such  a  clause  in  bills  of  enclo- 
sure. He  particularised  one  of  these  in- 
stances in  the  enclosure  at  Sherwood 
Forest.  As  to  inconveniencing  the  parties 
to  such  bills,  the  fact  was,  that  at  present 
where  his  majesty's  interests  were  con- 
cerned, a  bill  of  inclosure  could  not  be  in- 
troduced in  the  house  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  crown ;  the  resolution  which 
he  proposed  tended  therefore  to  diminish 
this  obstacle. 

Mr.  Taylor  contended^  that  if  the  in- 
terests of  the  crown  had  in  any  case  been 
sacrificed  as  the  practice  now  stood,  it 
must  have  been  owing  to  the  negligence, 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  Crown  L^nds, 
and  surveyor-general  of  woods  and  forests, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  was  to  examine ' 
bills  of  inclosure,  that  they  might  not 
trench  on  his  majest3r's  rights.  He  could 
not  give  his  consent  to  the  Resolution,  be- 
cause it  would  load  the  parties  to  inclosure 
bills  with  a  heavy  expence,  without  at  all 
benefiting  the  interests  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Graham  spoke  to  a  similar  effect. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  supported  the  resolution, 
and  sir  J.  Newport  opposed  it. 

The  Chancellor  ff  the  Excheqner  defend- 
ed the  Resolution.  The  interests  of  the 
crown  and  the  interests  of  the  public  were 
one  and  the 'same;  and  any  measure  that 
tended  to  protect  the  one  in  this  instance 
must  tend  to  protect  the  other.  He  con*^ 
ceived,  that  the  adoption  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, besides  affording  an  additional  9ecu>- 
rity  to  the  interests  of  the  crown,  would 
relieve  these  who  had  those  interests  mora 
immediately  in  their  care  from  what  wa& 
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frequently  a  Tery  painful  duty.  The  Iteso- 
lution  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

[Life  Annuity  Plan.]      On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee, 
to  consider  of  enabling  holders  of  three 
per.  cent,  stock,  to  purchase  Life  Annuities. 
The  Chancellor  <f  the  Exchequer  then  rose, 
and  addressed  the  chairman  nearly  as  fol- 
lows : — Sir,  in  consequence  of  the  notice 
which  I  gave  yesterday,  I  rise  to  propose 
to  the  committee  certain  Resolutions,  for 
tlie  purpose  of  enabling  persons  possessing 
stock  in  the  3  per  cents,  to  transfer  that 
stock  to  the  commissioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  in  its  stead  equivalent  Annuities. 
Though  the  subject,  sir,  is  of.  great  im- 
portance, I  do  not  think  that  at  this  mo- 
ment the  Resolutions  will  lead  to  any  dis- 
cussion, because  I  am  not  disposed  to  re- 
quest that  the  house' will  form  any  opinion 
upon  them  this  night.    All  that  I  intend 
IS,  after  having'  briefly  explained  the  na- 
ture of  my  proposition,  to  move  the  read- 
ing of  the  first  Resolution  pro  formS.,  and 
then  to'  propose,  sir,  that  you  report  pro- 
grass.    The  whole  of  the  Kesolutions  will 
be  printed,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  I  shall 
defer  any  motion  for  resuming  this  com- 
mittee until  next  week,  in  order  that  full 
time  may  be  given  for  the  due  considera- 
tion of  the  subject. — ^Before  I  proceed  in 
my  statement,  I  think  it  extremely  neces- 
sary to  guard  myself  against  any  misap- 
prehension that  might    otherwise    arise, 
with  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  mea- 
sure which  I  am  about  to  propose  in  re- 
gard to  the  Sinking  Fund.     I  declare  to 
the  committee,  that  I  have  no  idea,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  of  diverting  the  operation 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  its  natural  and 
proper  object,  the- Redemption  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt.    I  trust,  therefore,  that  no 
preconceived  opinion  on  this  subject,  will 
be  allowed  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
committee. — ^I  shall  now,  sir,  state  the  na- 
ture of  my  proposition,  and  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  recommend  it  to  the 
adoption  of  the  committee.     I  mean  to 
propose,  that  liberty  be  given  to  any  per- 
son possessing  stock  in  either  of  the  great 
3  per  cents,  (the  Consolidated  or  the  Re- 
duced) to  transfer  that  stock  into  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
ihe  National  Debt;    and  that  on  such 
transfer  he  be  entitled  .to  receive  an  An- 
nuity for  life,  amounting  to  such  a  sum 
over  and  above  the  dividend  on  his  stoc]^. 


as  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  value  of 
the  principal  so  transferred  will  prescribe; 
taking  the  stock  at  the  current  price  of 
the  day  of  transter,  and  varying  the  calcu- 
lation according  to  the  age  of  the  indivi- 
dual.    On  these  last  particulars,  however* 
I  must  observe,  that  I  would  propose  to 
limit  the  power  of  transfer  to  persons  un- 
der S5  years  of  age,  and  the  amount  of  the 
transfer  to  sums  not  less  than  100/.  each  ; 
the   former,    because  many   impositions 
might  otherwise  be  practised ;  the  latter, 
because  the  commutation  of  smaller  sums 
would  cause  considerable  trouble  and  in- 
convenience.    The  eftect,  sir,  of  this  mea- 
sure would,  as  I  conceive,  be  not  only  to. 
take  out  of  the  market  all  such  stock  as 
would  become  subject  to  such  commuta- 
tion, but  also  to  secure  to  the  nation  the^ 
redemption  of  the  funds  so  transferred,  at 
the  price  at  which  they  were  when  the 
transfer  was  made.     The  committee  must 
be  perfectly  aware,  that  the  operation  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  has  recently  very  muck 
increased  the  price  of  stocks.     Tt\ere  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  operation,  they  will  still 
further  be  increased  in  price.     No  one  can 
doubt,  sir,  that  if  the  measure  were  con- 
sistent with  public  faith,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  give  to  the  nation  aa 
opportunity  of  redeeming  the  whole  of  the 
National  Debt  at  the  present  price  of  the 
stocks,  because  that  would  preclude  the 
eflfect  which  any  future  advance  in  the. 
price  of  the  stocks  must  have  in  retarding 
the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund. — There, 
are  two  objects  which  the  Sinking  Fund 
has  in  view ;  the  one  to  provide  for  the 
final  redemption  of  the   National  Derbt, 
the  other  to  keep  up  the  price  of  stocks 
in  the  market,  so  as  to  enable  government 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  state  may 
require  it,  to  make  an  advantageous  loan, 
for  the  public.      These  objects,  however^ 
sir,  are  in  some  degree  inconsistent.    In 
some  degree  they  counteract  each  other*. 
Whatever  measure  raises  the  funds,  and 
thus  enables  government  to  borrow  on  the 
best  terms,  prevents  the  commissioners  for ' 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  from 
reducing  that  debt  on  the  best  terqis.. 
Now,  sir,  the  measure  which  I  propose 
will  combine  both  these  objects ;  it  will . 
iiaturally  tend  to  increase  the  price  of 
stocks,  and  it  will  at  the  same  .time  secure 
the  redemption  at  a  low  price,  of  so  much 
stock  as  may  be  transferred  antecedent  : 
to  the  rise  produced.    All  this,  sir,  must  be 
obvious  to  the  committee,  without  any  de« 
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tailed  statement^  but/ 1  wish  to  represent 
to  them  th<e  manner  in  which  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  debt  will  be  affected  by  the 
purchase  of  annuities.  Every  person  who 
transiers  his  stock  to  the  commissioners^ 
will  be  entitled  to  such  an  annuity  as  will 
be  equivalent  tonhe  value  of  the  stocky 
and  of  his  life ;  the  calculation  proceeding 
On  the  principle  that  the  sum  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  received  as  interest, 
the  additional  sum  granted  as  an  annuity, 
and  the  compound  interest  on  the  whole, 
would  redeem  the  sum  origina]ly  trans- 
ferred within  the  period  to  which  the  in- 
dividual's life  will  be  calculated  as  likely 
to  extend.  For  instance,  if  a  person  were 
disposed  to  transfer  to  the  commissioners 
1000/.  of  3  per  cents,  and  upon  the  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  duration  of  his  life, 
and  of  the  compound  interest,  it  should  be 
calculated  .that  he  was  eptitled  for  that 
transfer  to  receive  twice  the  amount  of  his 
ibrmer  interest,  he  would  then  have  a  right 
to  an  annuity  for  life  of  six  per  cent,  or 
60/.  on  the  whole  sum;  the  calculation 
proceeding  on  the  principle,  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  additional  30/.  would,  at 
the  probable  close  of  that  person's  life,  be 
equivalent  to  the  redemption  of  the  stock 
originally  trslnsferred ;  and  that  at  the 
price  at  which  it\vas  originally  transferred. 
Now,  if  the  stocks  continued  to  rise,  the 
redemption  of  that  sum  could  not  be  ef- 
fected without  this  measure.  The  whole 
merit,  therefore,  sir,  of  this  plan  rests  on 
the  accuracy  of  the  expectation,  that  the 
stocks  are  likely  to  rise.  I  am  ready  to 
admit,  that  if  the  contrary  should  take 
place,  the  measure  will  have  a  tendency 
directly  opposite  to  ths^t  which  I  expect. 
The  subject  which  requires  our  most  ma- 
ture consideration  is,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  country  is 
placed,  the*e  is  not  good  reason  to  believe, 
or  rather  to  be  certain,  that  a  continuance 
in  the  application  of  the  means  which  have 
hitherto  been  used  to  decrease  the  debt, 
will  produce  a  continuance  of  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  stocks.  The  committee  will 
be  surprised  to,  learn,  that  since  the  nego- 
tiation lor  the  last  foan,  there  has  been  a 
rise  in  the  funds  of  5  per  cent,  oh  the 
stock,  or.  between  nine  and  ten  per  cent,  on 
tlie  capital.  When  the  loan  was  conclud- 
ed last  year,  the  ftinds  were  at  62 ;  they 
are  now  68.  If,  therefore,  the  measure 
which  I  am  now  proposing  had  been 
adopted  last  y^ar;  then,  of  whatever  quan- 
tity of  stock  which  might  have  been  con- 
verted into  annuities  since  tkat  period,  the 


redemption  would  have  been  aecwred  aiff 
sixty-two.    I  certainty  do  not  expect,  m, 
that  such  a  rapid  progress  in  the  price  of 
stocks  is  to  be  calculated  upon  for  the  fu^ 
ture ;    but  I  do  say,  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  whether  we  look  at  a 
state  of  war  or  of  peace,  that  the  accnmu:- 
lation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  must  inevitably 
keep  up  the  price.    If  the  blessings  of 
peace  could  be  restored  to  the  country, 
the  price  of  stocks  would  unquestionably 
rise.    Peace  has  uniformly  been  found  to 
produce  that  efiect;  it  teiuls  direCtly  and 
most  particularly  to  that  object;  for  when 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  loan,  the  Sinking 
Fund  is  left  to  operate  by  itself,  without 
counteraction  or    embarrassment.      The 
efiect  of  the  peace  which  succeeded  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  was  to  raise  the  funds 
from  59  to  77.     At  thai  time  the  capital 
of  the  debt  was  476  millions,  the  sinkiB^ 
fund   5,800,000/.     being    an    82Bd  par* 
of  the  debt:  now,  the. capital  of  the  A^t 
is  586  millions;  the  sinkifag  fond  above 
ten  millions,  being  a  58th  part  of  the  debt. 
If  therefore  peace  were  restored,  there 
can  be  np  doubt  that  the  operfttion  fkf  the 
Sinking  Fond  must  inevitably  keep  up  the 
price  o?  stocks.    But,  even  in  the  cads  pf  a 
continuance  of  war,  tjiere  |s  etery  reason 
to  believe  from  experience,  that  the  eperas 
tionof  the  Sinking  Fund  will  be  safficieotly 
powerful,  notwithstanding  the  coimtevac* 
tion  of  other  circumstance^  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  funds.    If,  therefcre,  in  ekheir 
situation,  of' peace,  o|r  war,  there  is,  good 
ground  to  believe  that  stocks  will  inerease 
in  price,  it  is  a  strong  argument  in  support 
of  a  plan  by  which  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  publSc  debt  may  be  redeemed,  at 
the  price  at  which  the  stocks  may  be  an^ 
tecedent  to  that  increase.^ — ^Thcre  is  ano- 
ther circumstance,  sir^  which  the  conunit- 
tee  must  take  into  their  consideratioa  ia 
estimating  the  merits  of  this  plan;  it  is 
the  probability  or  improbability  of  person^ 
being  disposed  thus  to  transfer  their  stock 
to  any  considerable  extent.    How  &f  that 
disposition  may  exist  I  c^not  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but  this  I  know,  thc^  as  fieor  aa 
it  may  exist,  it  will  be  advai^tagieouf  to^ 
the  public.    It  is  very  pvohable,  sir,  that 
many  individuals  would  be  strongly  mn 
dined  to  dispose  of  their  Bfxiek  for  the 
purchase  of  annuities  under  civcunstanoea^ 
which  secured  to  them  the  acquisition  of  > 
an  increased  income,  freeffom  any  risk  to 
their  property,  and  Without  the  expenee 
and  inconvenience  atteiMUng  other  me4eBi 
(^.obtatnin^  a  similar  ofa^ol.    Uudw  thk 
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plan,  those  individuals  woiild  elijdy  more 
advanUges,  tbe^  would  ribcenre  much  iiei^ 
ter  terms  than  in  any  aegocktk)B«4^.a  pii- 
Tate  nature^  bfioause  the  objeet  of  the  plan 
is  not  to  obtain  for  the  ^tihlic  «uiy  profit 
from  the  sale  of  anauities,  but  as  I  have 
before  stated,  to  secure  the  redemption  of 
that  part  of  the  stock  trans^rred,  at  the 
price  which  it  may  bear  at  the  duie  of  the 
transfer.     Thus  the  full  value  would  be 
giyen  in  the  annuity,  without  any  deduc- 
tion whatever.    It  is  my  hope  and  confi- 
dent eKpectation  that  in  the  present  staAe 
of  the  finances  of  the  country,  I  shall  be 
able  to  procure  loans  in  the  3  per  cents, 
redeemable  at  80,  in  which  case,  in  the 
.event  of  the  funds  rising  above  80>  I  mean 
to  propose  that  the  stock  so  created  shall 
not  be  trapsferable.-r-T-The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded  with  moving  the  first  of  the 
following  Sesolutions :  viz,     1 .  *'  That  .it 
would  .tend  to  a  more  speedy  and  efficient 
reduction  isi  the  national  debt,  and  would 
at  the  same  time,  be  of  material  accom- 
modation and  convenience  to  the  public, 
if  every  proprietor  of  three  per  cent,  con- 
solidated fund  or  reduced  bank  annuities 
were  at  liberty  to  exchange,  with  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  such  bank  annuities  for  a  life  annuity 
during  the  oontinuance  of  a  siagle  lifo, 
to  be  named  by  such  proprietor ;  or  for  a 
\i€t  annuity  duiing  the  continuance  of  the 
lives  of  two  persons,  to  be  named  by 
such  proprietor,  and  of  the  life  of  the 
longer  liver  of  soch  two  nominees.     2. 
That,  in  order  to  give  efRict  to  the  afore- 
going resolution,  every  proprietor  of  three 
per  cent,  cpnsolidated  or  reduced  bank 
annuities,  who  shall  he  desirous  of  ex- 
chanf^i^  any  such  bank    annuities  for 
a  life   annuity  on  the  continuance  of  a 
singke  life,  shall,  on  transferring  to  the 
oommissioners  for  the   reduction  of  the 
national  debt  any  such  bank  annuities^ 
be  entitled,  during  the  continuance  of  his 
or  her  life,  or  of  the  lifo  of  some  other 
person  to  be  named  by  him  or  her,  to  re- 
ceive (under  such  regulations  as  parlia- 
xnent  may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt) 
for  every  100/.  of  such  bank  annuities, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  sum 
than  ]00i*  of  such  annuities,  transferred 
to  the  said  commissioners,  a  lifo  annuity 
of  such  annual  amount,  according  to  the 
a&e  of  the  nominee,  and  the  average  price 
ot  such  bank  annuities  on  the  nearest  open 
day  preceding  the   day  of  the  tvansfor 
thereof,  as  is  specified  in  the  followitig 
table,    (lliiftteble  is  printBig.)    ^<<That> 


in 'Older  to  give  fiirthercfl^t  to  the  afoite* 
going  resolution,  every  proprietor  of  24.  per 
eent.  eensolidated  or  reduced  bank  annui* 
ties,  who  diaill  be  desirous  of 'exchanging 
amy  soch  banflc  annuities  for  a  life  annuity 
in  the  continuance  of  the  lives  of  two  per* 
sons,  to  be  named  by  such  proprietor  (of 
whom  such  proprietor  oa:ay  be  one),  and 
the  life  of  the  longer  liver  of  them,  shall 
on  transferring  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  any 
such  bank  annuities,  be  entitled,  during 
the  continuance  of  such  two  lives,  and  of 
the  iifo  of  the  longer  liver  of  them,  to 
receive  (under  such  regulations  as  parlia-* 
ment  may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt)  for 
every  100/.  of  such  bank  annuities,  and 
so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  sum  l^an 
100/.  of  such  annuities  tranferred  to  the 
said  commissioners,  a  life  annuity  of  such 
annual  amount,  according  to  the  respective 
ages  of  such  two  nominees  and  the  average 
price  of  such  bank  annuities  on  the  nearest 
open  day  preceding  the  day  of  the  tran»* 
fer  thereof,  as  is  specified  in  the  following 
tables.     (These  tables  are  printing.)     4. 
That  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  be  a 
nominee,  either  for  the  grant  of  an  an»* 
nuity  for  the  continuance  of  a  single  life> 
or  for  the  grant  gf  an  annuity  for  the  con« 
tinuance  of  two  lives  and  of  the  longer 
liver  of  them,  who  shall  be  under  the  age 
of  thirty-five   years.     5.    That  the   divi- 
dends payable  in  respect  of  the  bank  an^ 
nuities,  which  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
commissioners  for  the  reduction  oi  the  nsr 
tional  debt,  in  exchange  for  life  annuities, 
shall  be  received  by  the  said  commission* 
ers,  and  shall  constitute  a  part  of  the  fonds 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt ;  and  that  out  of  the  said  funds  ap« 
plicabfo  to  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  the  said  commissioners  shall  pay  the- 
respective  life  annuities  granted  in  ex* 
change  fer  such  bank  amraities,  during  the- 
continuance  of  the  respective  lives  for 
which  the  same  shall  be  payable;    and 
that    the    said  respective    life    annuities 
shall  be  payable  half-yearly  at  the  bank 
of  England,  on  the  same  days  on  which 
the  dividends  on    the  stock   transferred 
for  the  purchase  thereof,  may  be  pay« 
able  in  every  year ;    that  the  fiwt  pay- 
ment of  every  annuity  shall  commence 
on  the  same  day  on  which  the  first  diti- 
dend  on  the  bank  annuities  so  transferred 
shall  be  payable  to  the  said  commission- 
ers;   and  that  upon  the  death  of  any 
single  nominee,  m*  of  the  survfver  of  any 
two  joint  nominee^,  a  sum  equal  to  one- 
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fourth  part  of  the  annuity  dependant  upon 
his  or  her  life  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  en- 
titled to  such  annuity,  or  his  or  her  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  as  the  case  may 
be,  provided,  the  same  shall  be  claimea 
within  two  years  after  the  death  of  such 
single  or  surviving  nominee ;  and  that  the 
annual  sum  payable  for  every  such  life  an- 
nuity 30  ceasing  as  aforesaid,  shall  thence- 
forth revert  to  and  constitute  part  of  the 
funds  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt.     6.  That  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  effect  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed in  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  with 
reference  to  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  a  separate  account  shall  be  kept  half- 
yearly,  by  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt,  of  all  bank 
annuities  which  shall  have  been  transferred 
to  them  for  the  purchase  of  any  life  an- 
nuities, and  of  the  dividends  receivable  by 
them  in  respect  thereof,  up  to  the  period  of 
such  account;    distinguishing  therein  so 
much  of  the  said  bank  annuities  as  shall 
have  been  transferred  in  the  course  of  the 
next  immediately  preceding  half-year : — 
Also  a  half-yearly  account  of  the  amount 
of  all  the  life  annuities  granted  by  them 
up  to  the  period  of  such  account,  dis- 
tinguishing therein   the    amount  of  the 
life  annuities  which  shall  have  been  grant- 
ed   in  the  course  of  the   next   immedi- 
ately preceding  half-year ;    and  also  of 
the  amount  of  all  the  annual  sums  which 
up  to   the  period  of  the  said   account, 
shall  by  reason  of  the  deaths  of  nominees 
have  reverted  to  the  funds  applicable  to 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  distin- 
guishing therein  the  amount  of  such  annual 
sum  as  shall  have  so  reverted  in  the  course 
of  the  next  immediately  preceding  half- 
year,  together  with  an   account  of  the 
amount  of  life  annuities  then  payable ;  and 
that  in  every,  such  account  shall  be  speci- 
fied the  excess  in  the  whole  amount  of  all 
the  life  annuities  then   before    granted, 
above  the  amount  of  the  dividends  receiv- 
able in  respect  of.  all  the  bank  annuities 
then  before  transferred  for  the  purchase  of 
life  annuities ;  and  also  the  excess  (if  any) 
in  the  amount  of  the  life  annuities  then 
payable  above  the  amount  of  such  divi- 
dends.— ^And  that  a  separate  account  shall 
also  be  kept  half-yearly  of  the  capital 
stock,  which,  up  to  the  period  of  such  ac- 
count, shall  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
application  of  the  annual  sums  which  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  have  so  reverted  to  the 
said  fluids,  by  reason  of  the  deaths  c^  no- 
minees, and  by  the  application  of  the  ac- 


cumulated dividends  of  the  Capital  stock 
redeemed  thereby  :-— Also,  an  account  of 
the  whole  amount  of  3/.  per  cent,  capital 
stock,  which  up  the  period  of  such  account, 
would  have  been  redeemed  by  the  ex* 
cesses  in  the  amount  of  the  life  annuities 
from  time  to  time  payable  by  the  said 
commissioners,  above  the  amount  of  the 
dividends  from  time  to  time  receivable  by 
them,  in  respect  of  the  bank  annuities,  trans- 
ferred for  the  purchase  of  such  life-annui- 
ties, in  case  such  excesses  had  been  inter- 
mediately applied  in  the  redemption-  of  SL 
per  cent,  stock,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  reduction 
of  the  National  Debt.'' 

Mr.  Windham  would  not  in  the  present 
early  stage  go  into  any  detailed  observa- 
tions on  tne  plan  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  right  hon.  gent.,  but  merely 
rose  to  observe,  that  there  was  this  obvious 
and  fundamental  objection  to  the  Plan, 
that  it  did,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
tend  to  vitiate  the  morals  of  the  iower 
orders  of  the  people.  He  was  afraid  that 
too  many  parents  would  be  found,  who 
would  be  very  willing  to  sacrifice  the; 
future  interests  of  their  children  to  their 
own  immediate  gratification.  The  system 
of  annuities  was  too  generally  attended 
with  such  consequences,  and  he  saw  no- 
thing in  the  Plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
calculated  to  obviate  such  effects  in  the 
present  instance. 

"Mx.  Brand  supposed  a  case  in  which, 
five  millions  were  transferred  when  the 
stocks  were  at  60 ;  he  then  supposed,  that 
by  the  natural  progress  of  the  price  firom 
the  operation .  of.  the  Sinking  Fund,  the 
stocks  would  reach  65,  but  that  by  the 
accelerated  progress,  in  consequence  of 
removing  so  much  frmn  the  market,  they- 
would  rise  to  70:  in  that  case  he  con* 
tended,  that  no  advantage  would  be  de« 
rived  fVom  the  measure,  but  rather  that  it 
would  be  injurious. 

,  Mr.  Tiem^  deprecated  the  facility 
which  the  Plan  proposed  to  afiR>rd  to  per- 
sons in  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  do  that 
which  would  be  highly  injurious  to  their 
families.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
believe  that  there  was  in  this  country  any 
considerable  body  of  people  who  would 
be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Plan.  Persons  of  high  rank  could  with 
ease  obtain  annuities  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, on  landed  security.  Mr.  Pitt  had 
tried  a  similar  Plan  in  178^,  which  in- 
tireiy  failed.  Every  thing  led  him  to  be- 
lieire  that  capital  and  increase  of  capital 
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were  the  objectii  of  the  day,  and  was  it 
probable  that  a  person  who  had  hitherto 
preferred  capital  to  interest,  should  all  at 
once  change  his  plan,  and  prefer  interest 
to  capital ;  and  that,  too,  precisely  at  the 
moment  when  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer was  assuring  him  that  capital  would 
rise  in  value  ?  It  appeared  to  him  also 
(although  he  only  stated  it  without  mean- 
ing to  infer  that  such  a  step,  under  some 
circumstances,  might  not  be  adviseable), 
that  the  Plan  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  respecting  the  reduction 
of  the  debt,  and  consequent  infraction  of 
iaith  with  the  public  creditor.  It  was  well 
known,  that  the  stocks  were  kept  up  by 
the  periodical  presence  in  the  market  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  redaction  of  the 
debt,  who  were  bound  to  make  certain 
purchases  on  certain  days,  whatever  might 
be  the  state  of  that  market.  If,  however, 
these  annuities  were  granted  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  that  part  of  them  which 
exceeded  the  interest,  must  diminish  the 
disposable  sum  in  the  bands  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  the  effect 
now  produced,  and  which  he  had  just  de- 
scribed, would  be  materially  lessened ;  and 
the  person  who  bought  stock  last  week  on 
the  faith  of  the  act  of  psffliament,  by  which 
he  expected  that  his  property  would  soon 
be  very  much  increased  in  value,  would 
thus  Bnd  himself  deceived.  The  right  hon. 
Igent.  had  stated  his  expectations,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  make  loans  in  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  redeemable  at  80.  What 
advantage  would'  be  derived  from  this  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  sum  at  which  it  was  to  be  re- 
deemable by  the  contractor,  would  the 
contractor  raise  his  original  terms.  He 
did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  merits 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  but  he  could  assure 
him,  that  he  never  yet  knew  any  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  who  was  a  matoh  for 
the  gentlemen  in  the  city,  where  their  in- 
terest was  concerned. 

Mr.  Rose  contended  that  the  plan  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  wpuld  be  beneficial  to 
the  individuals  who  should  transfer  their 
stock  for  annuities,  in  as  much  as  it  would 
secure  their  annuities  without  any  of  the 
difficulties  of  recovery  attending  annuities 
charged  upon  lands.  The  public  funds 
would  therefore  be  preferred ;  and  that  the 
practice  of  purchasing  under  this  plan 
would  not  be  injurious  to  the  public,  was 
apparent  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
short  annuities  htld  lately  afiorded  an  op- 


portunity of  making  such  purchases.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  instance  had  oc- 
curred in  which  a  parent  had  deprived' a 
child  of  its  inheritance  in  order  to  increase 
present  income  by  sinking  capital  in  such' 
purchases.  The  general  advantages  of  the 
Plan  would  greatly  outweigh  every  evil 
that  couhl  possibly  result  from  its  opera- 
tion. The  Tontine  Plan  of  1783  was  not 
in  point,  because  there,  present  means 
were  to  be  given  up  for  future  advantage  ;* 
whereas,  here  the  reverse  was  the  case. 
This  Plan  might  not  be  within  the  strict 
letter  of  the  act,  but  he  was  persuaded  it 
was  within  its  spirit.  When  the  Resolu- 
tions proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
should  be  ii^spected,  as  they  would  before 
the  house  would  be  called  upon  for  any 
decision,  he  was  convinced,  that  they 
would  be  considered  as  calculated  ulti- 
mately to  accelerate  the  redemption  of  the 
debt. 

Lord  H.  Petty  allowed  that,  though  m 
peace,  capital  might  be  withdrawn  from 
the  funds  to  be  employed  in  commerce, 
yet  the  funds  would  rise,  as  no  loans  would 
then  be  wanted.  However,  looking,  as 
they  ought,  to  the  general  principle  in 
such  discussions,  their  measures  should  be 
framed,  so  as  to  meet  any  sudden  shock, 
which  might,  by  possibility,  occur  to  de- 
press the  price  of  the  funds.  The  plan  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  would  hold  out  greater 
inducements  to  persons  having  lowek*  capi- 
tals to  purchase,  than  were  to  be  met  with 
in  the  course  of  fair  trade.  The  effect 
would  be,  that  a  bonus  would  thus  be 
given  by  government  upon  the  transac- 
tion, and  that  the  lower  and  middle  classes 
.would  thus  avail  themselves  of  the  profit 
held  out  by  government.  It  was  well 
known  that  where  annuities  had  been  en- 
couraged by  fi^overnment  to  any  extent, 
they  produced  a  direct  effect  upon  the 
morals  of  the  country.  The  rentes  viageres 
were. a  proof  of  that.  In  that  instance, 
Neckar  granted  the  annuities  on  the  terms 
of  the  fair  trade,  but  herein  advantage 
beyond  that  was  to  be  given.  He  thought 
it,  too,  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  this 
advantage  should  be  h^Id  out  at  a  time 
when  an  additional  tax  wa3  to  be  laid  upon 
Life  Insurances.  The  latter  were  dictated 
by  every  principle  of  prudence,  providence, 
and  foresight,  whilst  the  purchases  under 
the  right  honL  sent's  plan  w6uld  be  the 
very  reverse.  But  the  effect  of  this  plan 
and  of  the  tax  upon  life  Insurances  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try.   He  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
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the  plan  would  iiiterfere  with  tbe  spifiH  of 
the  acti,  but  uudoubtedly  there  might  be 
occasions  upon  which  it  would  bo  proper 
to  make  modifications  which  migjit  trisneh 
upon  the  letter  of  it.  The  Sinking  Fund 
did  not  produce  all  the  advantages  that 
flowed  from  its  Operation  by  Ifhe  quantity 
of  the  debt  it  redeen^d,  but  the  manndr 
in  which  it  was  redeemed^  by  the  proceeds 
of  that  fund  brought  into  the  market  weekl^r 
or  monthly.  . 

Mr.  UmkmoH  defended  the  Plan  of  his 
vight  hon.  friend.  It  gave  no  bonus  to 
persons  for  investing  their  capitals,  to  th^ 
prejudice  of  their  families.  The  scale  was 
calculated  upon  the  usual  principles  of  the 
probabilities  of  life ;  and  as  to  the  efibet  it 
might  hav-e  upon  tbe  morals  of  the  publie> 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  the  shoi^'  an* 
nuitieSy  which  had  lately  fallen  in,  to  the 
amount  of  4  or  500,000/.  per  annual,,  had 
beeit  in  the  market,  and  had  been  in'  thb 
market  without  produiCing  any  suth'efi^bct; 
though  upon  the  principle  of  the  gentle* 
men  opposite,  they  were  much  more  dan* 
gerous,  as  they  requirecla  larger  proportion 
of  capital  to  be  sunk.  Th^re  wer6  num- 
berless cases,  in  which  it  would  be.  desir- 
able for  parties  to  purchase  annuities  for 
lives  other  than  their  own>  and  therb  were 
every  day  to  be  met  many  ruitious  moctes 
of  accomplishing  thatobject  In  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  this  country,  there  were  many 
cases  of  persons^  who,  without  injury  to 
the  interests  of  others,  would  purchase  an- 
nuities, and  the  plan  of  his  right  horn 
friend  would  enable  them  to  do  that  at  the 
£air  money  value  of  the  fundchat  the  time. 
His  right  hont  friend  had  stated  only,  that 
considering  all  circumstances  of  peace  or 
war,  there  was  a  greater  probability  that 
the  price  of  stocks  would  rise  than*  fall^ 
and  as  the  average  price  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  funds  would  be  nearer  to  80 
than  the  present  price,  all  the  rise  above 
the  present  price  would  be  so  much  gain 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Davks  Gidd^  spoke  shortly,  as 
nearly  as  w^  could  collect  from  the  low 
tone  of  voice  in  which  he  delivered  his 
sentiments,  rather  interms  of  approbation 
of  the  plan. 

Sir  Jolm  Neufpart  observed,  that  liiis  plan 
certainly  held  out  superior  advantages  to 
such  as  should  be  disposed  to  take  advaoi^ 
tage  of  it;  and  deprecated  the  holding 
out  sbny  inducements  to  the  lower  classes 
to  »>eculate  in  annuities.  The  finances 
of  f  ranOe  had  been  in  an  embarrassed 
0tat&  at  tb&  time  of  resorting  to  the  rentes 


Jbrniiy 


[272 


tiag^g^,  but  that  Was  not  the  caserin  this 
eouatry  at  piesent^  and  it  was  dangerous 
for  the  state  to  speculate  in  such  transac- 
tioi^.  If  there  were  vices  in  a  country, 
ff0vernmeBt  ought  Bot  to  partake  of  them, 
la  France  there  h^  been  many  instances 
of  persood  who  sacrificed  the  interests  of 
their  posterity  for  their  own  iaamediate 
gratification.  That  was  not  cooBonanc  to 
the  fieelings  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  he  should  therefbriB  deprecate  any 
measure  that  would  have  the  effect  of  assi* 
milating  the  habits  and  morals  of  this 
country  With  those  of  France. 
.  Mr.  A.  Baving  considet>ed  the  statement 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  per* 
fectly'  clear  but  Upon  one  point,  the  modle. 
of  calculating  the  value  of  lives.  If  the 
calculation  was  founded  upon  the  tabled  6f 
life,  it  would  be  a  bad  calculation  for  the 
public,  because  thdse  tables  were  formed 
upon  the  ordinary  probabilities  of  li^ 
and  the  lives  insured  would'  be  picked 
livesb  He  did  not  think  the  plan  would 
succeed  to  aily  extebti  and  he-  trusted-  it 
would  not.  A  great  part  of  the  rise  of 
the  funds  which  had<  taken  place  siaee  thi6 
last  loan,  had  been  produced  by  the  stag^ 
nation  of  trade;  The  return  of  peace 
would,  by  giving  other  employment  for 
capital,  k^ep  down  tlie  rise  of  the  funds 
that  Would  be  produced  by  Other  causes; 
But,  he  apprehended  that  the  funds  would 
fall  in  consequ^ice  of  a  defMcati^n-  of 
reivenue  arising  from  thd  stagnation  of 
ti^is.  The  plan  up<m  which  loans  had 
hitherto  been  maide  in  this  country,  was 
toi  procure  them  at  a  low  rate  of  intera6t> 
and'  to  gil^e  the  individual  the  chance  of 
the  rise.  Thus  the  burthen  was  laid^upon 
posterity  to  relieve  the  present «gendratM>n. 
The  plan  of  the  chancellor  of  the  eache* 
quer  was  the  reverse,  borrowing  at'  five 
per  cent,  whereby  we  should  have  more 
interest  to  pay,  and  posterity  less  capital 
to  redeem.  He  had  not  so  sanguine  a 
view  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  as  to  think  this  change  desirable. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  abstain  from 
bearing  his  testimony  to  the  immoral  ten* 
denoy  of  this  plan. '  In  all  cases  where 
govemtnent  profited  by  the  vices  of  the 
country,!  it  connived  at  them.  Thus  it 
was  that  it  was-  easier  to  procure  licenccjs 
{or  all  the  ale-houses  in  the  countlry  than 
to  suppress  one ;  and  to  the  profit  govern* 
ment  derived  from  the  stamp  duty  upon 
them,  it  was  owing  that  the  country  was 
so  deluged  with  quack  medicines.  The 
same  principle  applied  t»  all  the  mounter 
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bankexUbitions  which  saluted  tlhs  eyes  of 
the  public  in  eveiy  ttreet  of  this  city. 
When  government  profited  by  the  vices  of 
the  countrVi  it  was  not  so  zealous  in  sup- 
pressing them.  He  looked  upon  these 
annuities  as  a  moral  poison  which  should 
not  be  circulated. 

•  The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  thanked 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  for  the  can- 
did manner  in  which  they  had  shewn. their 
attention  to  the  plan  he  had  proposed. 
Gentlemen  had  talked  of  the  immoral  ten- 
dency of  hift  plan,  and  of  the  effect  it 
would  have  in  changing  the  character  of 
the  country.  They  considered  the  pur- 
chase of  annuities  as  a  vice  that  ought  to 
be  put  down*  If  parents  purchased  annui- 
tiesL  for  their  own  lives  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  children^  that,  he  admitted,  would  be 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  discountenanced. 
But  would  it  not  be  proper  for  a  parent  to 

Purchase  an  annuity  for  his  child  or  for 
is  widow,  if  the  circumstances  of  his  pro- 
perty would  n,ot  admit  of  any  other  pro- 
vision ?  It  would  be  idle  to  provide  small 
annuities,  suppose  for  servants,  or  for  a 
widow,  on  the  security  of  land,  when  the 
expences  of  settlement,  and  perhaps  of  re- 
covery, would  render  the  provision  of  no 
avail.     No  lure  was  to  be  held  out  to  any 
description  of  persons  ;  the  calculations 
were  founded  upon  die  common  principle, 
and  there  were  every  day  much  greater 
temptations  held  out  without  any  security. 
Instead  of  bavins^  an  immoral  efiect,  the 
plan  would  a£R)rd  an  opportunity  of  acting 
upon  the  principles  of  humanity  and  good 
nature,  in  making  a  provision  for  friends. 
He  should  not  be  par^al  to  the  measure, 
if  it  would  tend  to  alter  the  national  cha- 
racter.   But  upon  every  consideration  he 
could  give,  it,  he  found  the  balance  of  good' 
greatly  preponderate  over  any  evil  that 
might  be  likely  to  arise  from  its  operation. 
He  had  omitted  to  state,  that  one  of  the 
-  Besolutions  contained  the  principle  of  the 
calculations,  and  the  scale  of  purchases, 
and  that  they  had  been  framed,  not  only 
upon  the  table  of  lives,  but  upon  communi- 
cation with  those  most  intimate  with  such 
subjects.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  plan 
would  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  but  that  must  have  been  a 
mistake ;  because,  if  its  operation  were  to 
amount  to  a  million  of  annuity,  the  whole 
sum  transferred  for  that  would  go  to  the 
commissioners,  and  add  to  the*amount  of 
the  redeemed  stock,  whilst  the  amount  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  would  be  affected  only 
to  the  small  extent  of*  the  additional  an- 
Voim  XI, 


nuity  created.  The  plan  might,  perhaps, 
interfere  with  the  letter  of  the  act,  but 
was  certainly  withhi  its  spirit,  and  this  was. 
one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  hon.  gentle* 
men  had  admitted  that  the  letter  might 
be  departed  from. — The  first  Resolution 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  hav- 
ing, reported  progress,  the  committee  was 
ordered  to  sit  again  on  Thursday. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Casde- 
reagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  English  Local  Militia  bill,  and  having 
moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted,  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Babington,  with  a  view  to  the  more 
certain  and  efficient  training  of  the  people, 
proposed  an  amendment,  rendering  it  com-' 
pulsory  to  call  out  the  quotas  under  the 
bill  as  speedily  as  may  be. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  it  might  be 
safely  lef^  to  the  discretion  of  government 
to  carry  the  training  into  effect  with  all 
convenient  speed.  He,  however,  was 
willing  to  accede  to  the  hon.  gent.'s  pro- 
position, with  some  verbal  amendments. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  burthen  of 
the  training  and  regimenting  too  great  to 
impose  on  the  people  till  there  was  a 
prospect  of  its  being  wanted.  It  was  the 
merit  of  the  Training  act,  that  it  gave  the 
power  of  calling  out  the  people  when  they 
should  be  wanted,  and  imposed  no  burthen 
in  the  intermediate  time.  If  any  hon. 
gentlemen  were  so  much  in  love  with  the 
present  measure,  that  they  wi^ed  it  to  be' 
executed  without  delay,  the  best  incentive 
was  to  indulge  them  with  the  enjoyment 
of  the  ballot  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  G.  Vansittart  thought  so  large  a 
ballot  as  this  measure  required,  would  be 
intolerable  and  impracticaole.  He  wished 
the  lists  to  be  maae  out,  and  the  ballot  to 
take  place  at  the  same  tiqfie  fpr  the  local 
and  the  general  militia,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  umiecessary  repetition  of  the  bustle 
and  confusion  attending  that  proceeding. 
— ^ARer  some  further  observations,  the 
Amendment  was  agreed  to  as  modified 
on  the  suggestion  of  lord  Castlereagh. 

Sir  James  Mon^omeiy  objected  to  the 
balloting  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  and  pro- 
posed that  the  young  men  should  be  taken 
from  the  age  of  18  or  19,  to  that  of  25  ; 
that  they  should  be  trained  for  3  months 
the  first  year,  and  that  the  time  in  the 
subsequent  years  should  be  diminished  as 
they  advanced  in  proficiency  ;  that  idien 
they  had  passed  the  age  of  25  they  should 
be  exempted  from  the  service,  so  that  the 
T 
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»>Ulion  should  depend  on  the  age  and  not 
on  ballot.  He  described  the  advantages 
of  havii^  the  services  of  these  youns  men> 
who  would  be  much  easier  trained,  and 
with  a  much  less  burthen  to  the  nation, 
which  would  have  fewer  wives  and  fa- 
milies to  provide  for.  It  would  be  much 
less  harrassing  to  the  country  dian  this 
ballot. 

•  Lord    Castlereagh   observed,    Uiat    this 
would  entirely  destroy  the  system  of  quo- 
tas, and  the  hardship  would  fall  very  un- 
equally on  the  counties,  unless  the  hon. 
baronet  meant  that  the  whole  of  the  vo* 
lunteer  establishment  should    be   imme- 
diately abolished.    This  would,  besides, 
be  attended  with  difficulties  in  the  execu- 
tion, much  hardship,  and  othei;  disad- 
vantages, to  which- he  did  not  see  it  ne- 
cessaiy  at  present  to  subject  the  country. 
Mr.  Wmdham  a'pproved  of  neither  of  the 
plans ;  but  of  the  two,  the  hon.  baronet's 
vras  certainly  preferable,  as  along  with  the 
burthen  on  the  public  it  would  be  in  some 
.degree  efficient,  whereas  the  noble  lord's 
would  do  nothing  more  than  impose  an 
useless  bucthen.    The  hon.  baronet  was 
ibr  dissolvii^  the  volunteers.  *  The  noble 
lord  was  for  wasting  them  by  degrees ;  he 
vras  fi)P  drttling  them,  secundum  artem : 
his  object  was  to  transfer  them  to  the  lo- 
cal militia;   he  intended  to  bribe  them 
to  come  into  this  militia^  and  t6  induce  the 
officers,  by  giving  them  rank,  to  bribe 
the  men"  to  accompany  them.     This  was 
his  mode  (^  proceeding  with '  those  to 
whom  he  hsid  so  often  said  he  was  willing 
to  tKust  the  fiite  of  the  country  :  why  did 
he  not  truftt  them  now  ?    He  had  within> 
50,00&'of  all  that  he  had  before  o£  volun- 
teers.   But  the  noble  lord  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  this- transfer,  and  to  adopt 
some  of  the  very  methods  he  had  so  loudly 
condemned,  and  all  this  afterthe  calum^- 
nies  which  he  had  propagated  against  the 
proceedings  of  the  late  administration  on 
this  subject.     He  dlid  not  at  all  approve 
of  the  method  of  training  proposed  by 
either  of  the  plans.    It  was^  impossible  to 
train  the  people,  so  as  to  bring  them  in 
regiments  against  the  enemy,  under  offi- 
cers as  ignorant  as  themselveSt    What  he 
had  proposed  was  to  teach  thenoi  the  mer« 
elements,  to  handle- their  arms  and  to  fire 
pcryvder.    But  his  great  object  was  to  have 
them  enrolled,  so  that  they  might  be-calr 
led  upon,  in  case  of  emergency^  to  join  the 
0egular  troops  under  experienced  officers. 
Colonel  F<}hf  thought  this  a  very  fair 
billj  asat  went  to  call  up<Hi:  those  counties 


to  do  their  duty/  who  had  not 
their  proportion  of  volunteers. 

Lord  Castlereagh  mentioned,  that  he  in-' 
tended  to  propose  that  there  should  be  an 
instruction  to  volunteer  corps  that  were 
full,  to  admit  as  supernumeraries  person* 
who  chose  to  pay  half  the  fine,  and  go*' 
into  a  volunteer  corps,  in  order  ta  be  ex-* 
empted  from  this  service. 

Mr.  Windham  observed  that  this  was 
forcing  into  volunteer  corps  those  who* 
were  no  volunteers. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  rather  approved  the  bill, 
so  far  as  it  went ;  for  a  more  permanent 
force  than  the  volunteers  was  necessary. 
Yet  he  would  have  prefered  a  conscription 
of  the  young  men  from  18  to  25  to  the 
method  of  ballot.  A  conscription,  he 
affirmed,  would  be  much  more  efficacious 
and  less  distressing  than  the  ballot,  for  the- 
duty  would  then  be  certain  and  nnavoida** 
ble,  whereas  the  system  of  ballot  wa4 
attended  with  the  most  tormenting  anxiety 
.  and  uncertainty,  and  was  calculated  to 
introduce  a  system  of  perjury,  that  would 
be  of  the  most  calamitous  consequences  ta 
the  country. 

The  SecreUay  at  War  observed,  that  on 
that  plan,  all  ranks  must  be  confounded^ 
and  this  would  be  felt  as^an  intolerable 
grievance.  The  present  mode  of  exempt- 
ing persons,  by  tine  and  service  in  volun- 
teers, would  liave  the  efifect  of  bringing^ 
into  the  local  militia  those  who  were  most 
fit  for  such  a  situation. 

Mr.  Wynne  observed,  that  he  had  meant* 
that  the  volunteers  should  be  open  to  those 
who  chose  to  serve  in  that  way. 

Mr.  WUherforce  thought  that  the  hon. 
baronet's  plan  was  preferable,  and  he 
was  sorry  the  principle  had  not  been  acted 
upon  as  it  had  been  detailed  by  a  noble 
writer  (lord  Selkirk).  But  the  amendment 
proposed  bv  the  hon.  baronet  would  go> 
to  chanee  the  princ^)le  of  the  present  bill* 
and  goukI  not,  he  appcehendedf  be  adopted 
in  the  committee;  He  must,,  therefore, 
oppose  it  as  being,  brought  forward  at  aa 
improper  period.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  proposed  at  a  time  when  he  cmtkl^- 
consistently  with  the  usag^  of  the  house, 
support  it,  he  would  do  so,  for  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would,  more  than,  any  other 
plan>  give  security  to  the  country,  and 
contribute  to  the  restoration  of  peace. 

The  house  then  divided.  For  the  amend- 
ment 41;  Against  it  H6;  Majority  105. 
— Several  verbal  amendments  were  made 
in  the  different  clauses,  and:  a  considerable 
deal    of  discuflsioa    took  place.  •—  The 
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house  iken  resuitaed,  the  chairman  report- 
ed progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again 
•a  Moaday* 


1808.5— P«r«  Fruits  in  {rdand: 


[27« 


HOUSE  <yp  I.ORD&. 

Monday,  May  J<6. 

[Indictment  Bill.]  The  Lord  Chancel- 
hr,  upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  bill,  intimated,  that  many  aoble 
lords  had  been  under  a  mistake,  respecting 
the  day  appointed  for  its  discussion,  having 
understood  that  it  would  take  place  on 
Wednesday ;  and  as  it  ivas  a  bill  of  great 
importance,  he  trusted  their  lordships 
would  agree  with  him  in  the'propriety  of 
discharging  the  order  as  it  then  stood,  in 
order  that  it  might  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day. 

Earl  Stanhope.  My  lords,  I  perfectly 
agree  with  the  noble  and  learned  lord  that 
this  bill  is  a  measure  of  the  greatest  im- 
portanoe,  and  that  it  would  be  proper  that 
the  discussion  be -deferred  till  Wednesday, 
but  then  leamestly  imfdore  that  those 
noble  lords  will  attend  on  that  day.  I 
should  also  have  concurred  with  that  noble 
and  learned  lord,  if  he  had  further  said, 
that  there  never  was  a  more  infamous  bill 
brought  up  from  the  house  of  commons, 
for  it  lias  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  Trial 
by  Jury;  nay  worse,  to  render  that  trial 
ridioulwius. — ^The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mondgy,  May  16. 

[First  Fruits  in  Ireland.]  Sir  John 
Newport  rose,  in  pursuance  of  hisiiotice, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  fDore  equal  valuation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  First  Fruits  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  due 
collection  thereof.  In  doing  this,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  took  occasion  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  proceeded.  By 
the  Returns  made  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Cashe),  the  whole  annual  amount  of  the 
First  Fruits  at  present  collected  was  merely 
5S0L  per  annum,  a  sum  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  object  originally  in  the  view  of  the 
legislature,  which  was  the  augmenting  the 
benefices,  and  otherwise  improving  the 
livings  of  the  poorer  clergy.  It  was  on 
that  account  that  he  wished  to  render  more 
eflfectoal  what  the  bounty  of  the  crown 
had  destined  for  such  a  benevolent  purpose. 
It  wooki  be  sufficient  to  state  to  the  house, 
that  a  large  firoportion  of  the  parishes  in 
Ireland  were  not  at  all  valued,  and  tltere- 
fore  G<mtribated  nothing  towards  the  ob- 


ject in  view.  He  might  reckon,  that  there 
were  1,500  parishes,  whose  First  Fruitt 
were  valued,  while  there  were  about  900 
remaining  still  unvalued.  The  valuations 
had  taken  place  at  so  early  a  period  as  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  therefore  bore . 
no  proportion  to  what  they  now  ought  i9 
be.  It  was  his  intention  to  propose  that 
the  payment  of  the  First  Fruits  should  not 
attach  to  any  living  that  did  not  amount 
to  250/.  per  annum. — From  every  calcula- 
tion he  had  been  able  to  make,  it  appeared 
tobim  that  the  revenues  of  the  First  Fruits» 
when  properly  valued  and  collected 
throughout  all  the  different  parishes,  af^er 
deducting  all  expences,  would  produce 
between  20;<!)00/.  and  30,000/.  per  annum. 
This  sum  would  be  the  means  of  increas* 
ing  the  poorer  'benefices  of  Ireland ;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  proper  in  the 
legislature  to  look  to  this  mode  of  making 
that  iimd  productive,  than  to  pay  out  of 
the  treasury  a  sum  of  money  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  would  affect  the  body  of  the 
people,  widioift  any  reason  or  ground  'be- 
ing first  laid  down.  It^  should  not  afieot 
any  of  the  present  incumbents,  so  as  to  be 
a  burden. upon  them.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  could  not  help  thinldag  that  the  mea- 
sures which  he  proposed  would  be  attend- 
ed with  very  salutary  and  most  i^enefioial 
consequences.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
then  concluded  wi^  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  said  bilf. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  opposed  the  motion, 
He  said  he  believed  the  valuation  that  now 
existed  had  taken  place  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  8,  and  one  great  consideration 
now  was,  whether  the  clergy  were  not  in 
general  already  sufficiently  provided  for7 
He  thought,  at  least,  that  there  were  many 
already  sufficiently  provided  for,  while 
others  were  not  so ;  but  the  measure  now 
proposed  would  go  to  benefit  them  aU 
equally.  It  was  true  that  many  of  the 
clergy  did  not  pay  the  First  Fruits,  but 
the  inequality  in  that  instance  vras  so  ex-  * 
ceedingiy  small,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  alter  the  valuation;  the  more 
especially  as  there  were  other  funds  for 
enlarging  glebe  houses  in  Ireland  ;  and 
the  sum  now  proposed  to  be  granted  in  « 
addition  for  that  purpose,  not  being  very 
large,  he  believed  the  house  would  think 
with  him,  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
agreeing  to  this  bill.    > 

Mr.  C.  Wk/rnie  said,  he  certainly  thought 
the  object  of  the  proposed  bill  was  of  such 
a  natuve,  ^at  every  one  ought  to  agree  to 
it.    The  right  hon.  general  did  not  deny 
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th«it  th^  benefices  in  Ireland  were  exceed- 
ingly unequal ;  the  superior  clergy  being 
well  provided  for,  and  the  inferior  not  so. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  chief,  if 
not  the  sole  ground  for  this  bill.  Its  ob- 
ject was  to  obtain  the  First  Fruits  revenue 
io  the  manner  originally  intended,  and  to 
apply  it  for  the' advantage  of  the  smaller 
description  of  the  clergy.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  stated,  that  he  meant  to  exclude 
those  clergymen  from  payment  of  the 
first-fruits,  whose  benefices  did  not  amount 
to  250/.  a  year.  He  was  as  much  disposed 
as  any  man  to  resist  an  innovation  upon 
church  property,  biit  this  was  a  decided 
payment,  which,  from  the  eariiest  times, 
the  church  had  been  liable  to ;  and  all 
that  was  aimed  at  was,  a  new  valuation,  to 
which  they  were  by  law  to  -be  subjected. 
The  crown  had  wisely  and  liberally 
granted  this  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
ror  purposes  the  most  useful  and  the  most 
important,  and  parliament  were  now  only 
called  upon  to  give  efficacy  to  former 
legislative  measures,-  which  had  become 
as  it  were  a  dead  letter,  and  an  unavailing 
instance  of  generosity.  It  was  a  perpetual 
fund,  which  would  increase  from  year  to 
year.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
bad  formerly  said,  that  it  was  desirable 
that  every  resident  clergyman  in  this 
country  should  not  have  less  than  200/.  a 
year.  He  thought  this  would  also  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  in  Ireland,  and  it  would 
be  the  best  mode  of  discouraging  the 
Itoman  Catholic  religion.  This  vras  ex- 
actly such  a  measure  as  would  raise  the 
respectability  of  the  Protestant  Church. 

Mr  FoHer  said,  that  the  proposed  bill 
would  go  to  tax  the  clergy  between 
20,000/.  and  30,000/. ;  the  First  Fruits 
now  only  producing  about  SOOO/.  The 
taking  of  30,000/.  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  clergy  was  an-  object  of  such  magni- 
tude, and'  so  injurious,  that  he  could,  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr  Homer  said,  he  owned  he  felt  much 
surprise  at  the  opposition  that  had  been 
made  to  this  measure,  the  more  especially 
when  it  was  made  upon  a  motion  merely 
to  bring  in  the  bilL  After  the  discussions 
that  had  already  taken  place  in  that  house 
upon  measures  brought  forward  by  the 
.  chancellor  t>f  the  exchequer  to  encourage 
the  residence  of  the  clergy  in  England, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  it  was  equally 
desirable  to  encourage  that  residence  m 
Ireland.  Gentlemen  appeared  to  qppose 
this  bill  upon  wrong  pnnciples  and  mis- 
ttatements,  as  ihe  o^ect  of  it  was.  not;,  .an 


they  alleged,  to  impose  a  tax  upon  the 
clergy,  but  to  effect  an^equalization  of  the 
smaller  livings  and  to  levy  that  which  th» 
clergy  were  already  bound  by  former  acts 
to  bestow  in  a  more  impartial  manner. 
He  denied  the  proposition  that  the  former 
valuation  was  to  be  the  standard  of  future 
proceedings.  The  trustees  had  the  power 
of  renewing  that  valuation  whenever  it 
became  necessary.  As  he  understood  it, 
the  English  act  of  parliament  of  the  28th 
of  Henry  Sth,  was  extended  to  Ireland, 
and  by  it  a  valuation  was  to  take  place, 
from  time  to  time,  by.  the  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  the  master  of  the  rolls,  andt 
other  officers  therein  named.  So  from  this 
itappeared,  that  the  statute  law  of  the  unit«* 
ed  kingdom  empowered  the  crown  to  make^ 
this  valuation.  Such  was  the  avowed  oIm 
jectof  the  present  bill,  and  it  should- have 
his  hearty  support,  as  it  could  never  be 
supposed  that  the  sum  of  3000/.  a^yeu* 
was  all  that  ever  was  in  view  to  be  raised 
by  the  bounty  in  question. 

Dr.  Buigenan  opposed  the  measure^ 
He  insisted  that  the  bill  went  to  raise  a 
revenue  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  clergy 
of  Ireland,  under  the  idea  that  it  would 
pronK>te  their  intere3t,'by  first  taxing  them 
in  order  to  procure  the  fund.  THe  churches 
of  Ireland  and  of  England  were  declared 
to  be  one  and  indivisible,  and  therefore 
why  put  the  clergy  of  Ireland  upon  a  dif- 
ferent footing  from  'those  in  England  ?  If 
there  were  to  be  any  new  valuation,  it 
ouffht  to  extend  to  ^gland  as  well  as  to 
Ireland.  A  bill  similar  to  this  one  had 
been  proposed  in  the  house  of  lords  some 
years  ago,  by  a  great  and  eminent  prelate, 
but  it  was  soon  quashed.  It  would  reduce 
the  clergy  in  Ireland,  great  and  small 
I  of  them,  to  the  greatest  distress,  if  such 
a  bill  as  this  passed  the  house.  It  would 
be  a  charge .  almost  insupportable,  as  a 
poor  man  would  be  nearly  3  years  be- 
fore he  could  reap  any  benefit  from  the 
glebe  house .  he  might  have  erected*  Al* 
though  those  who  opposed  this  measure 
werealledged  to  be  wrong  in.  point  of  law, 
yet  he  could  inform  its  supporters,  that  at 
was  formerly  complained  of  as  a  sreat 
srievance,  when  Henry  8  abolished  the 
rope's  power  in  this  country,  a  new  va- 
luation of  the  First  Fruits  was  made  for 
the  king's  benefit.  Nevertheless  this  fund 
vns  not  the  property  of  the  crown  at  all ; 
so  that  neither  the  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  BOf  the  master  of  the  rolls,  oooM 
at  all  exercise  any  coetionl  over  it.  It 
vas  a  fimd  purely  bdoogiag  to  the  peerer 
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clergy.  The  bounty  of  the  crown  was 
only  5000/.  a-year  for  this  benevolent  pur* 
pose.  Upon  the  whole^  although  more 
was  now  thought  necessary^  yet  this^  of  all 
othersj  would  be  the  hardest  mode  of  rais-> 
ing  it ;  and  he  trusted  such  a  tax  upon  the 
clergy  would  never  be  entertained  by  the 
bouse  of  commons. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  said,  that  it  was  quite  an 
erroneous  statement  to  say  that  this  mea-* 
sure  was  to  raise  a  tax  upon  the  clergy  to 
the  amount  of  30,000/.  a-year.  It  did  not 
do  so;  but  the  eilect  of  it  would  be  merely 
to  raise  from  the  higher  order  of  the  cler- 
gy that  which  the  legislature  had  wisely 
bestowed  upon  the  poorer,  without  inflict- 
ing any  additional  taxation  upon  the 
people  at  large.  The  measure  was  purely 
prospective,  calling  on  the  great  prefer- 
ments in  Ireland  to  contribute  a  certain 
proportion  to  support  those  of  the  clergy 
who  have  not  wherewithal  to  live  upon. 
His  right  hon.  friend  did  not,  in  the  bill 
for  which  he  then  asked  leave,  take  upon 
himself  to  fix  any  estimate,  or  to  apportion 
the  amount  this  fund  ought  to  pay  for 
pious  purposes.  It  solely  proceeded  upon 
this  fair  and  equitable  principle,  that  those 
of  the  ecclesiastical  order,  who  received 
a  great  deal  .out  of  the  church  of  Ireland, 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  advance  some- 
thing towards  the  support  of  such  of  their 
own  order,  who  scarce  had  what  was  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  life.  The  objections 
of  the  learned  doctor  (Duigenan)  were 
anticipated  by  the  statement  of  his  right 
hon.  fi'iend.  The  learned  doctor  had  as- 
serted that  it  would,  in  its  operation,  load 
the  clergy  of  Ii*elaud  with.au  exorbitant 
amount  of  taxati<m.  The  answer  was, 
that  the  amount  was  solely  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  house;  the  bill  did  not  take 
upon  itself  to  fix  even  any  scale  of  appro- 
priation. But  the  principle  was  necessary, 
and  when  acknowleged,  then  it  was  for 
the  house  t^  settle  the  detail.  That  the 
principle  was  necessary,  every  man  ac- 
qusunted  with  the  state  of  Ireland  must 
admit.  There  were,  to  his  own  know- 
ledge, two  bishoprics,  each  producing  an 
income  of  20,000/.  per  annum,  and  neither 
of  which  paid  a  single  farthing,  to  the  fund 
of  First  Frui^.  Would  any  man  then  say, 
that  a  new  valuation  was  not  necessary, 
and.  thftt  such  preferment  ought  not  to  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  auod  augmented 
comforts  of  the  poor  of  their  own  order  ? 
Itw^  iar  firom  the  fact  to  say,  that  the 
|irop96ed  bill  was  an  innovation, '  or  that 
It  tceached  'upon  the  rights  of  the  Irurfi 


clergy.  It  only  followed  up  an  old  and 
sanctioned  law  of  the  country,  and  was 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
established  religion  in  that  country.  There 
was  no  man  in  that  house  less  inclined  to 
trench  upon  the  property  of  the  church, 
because  he  felt  it  had  as  good  a  title  to  se- 
curity ;as  any  other  species  of  possession, 
lliis  bill  had  no  such  object,  it  did  not 
attempt  to  apply  that  species  of  property 
to  any  foreign  purpose.  It  was  not  to  serve 
the  laity,  but  to  provide  a  due  provision 
for  those  of  their  own  calling,  to  whom, 
both  a  sense  of  interest  for  religion,  and 
a  feeling  of  sound  policy,  ought  to  ad* 
minister  competency  and  comibrt.  The 
learned  doctor  had  argued,  that,  because 
some  years  ago,  a  reverend  prelate  had 
been  unsuccessful  in  a  measure  similar  to 
the  present,  therefore  the  motion  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  ought  to  be  refused. 
Such  an  inference  was  totally  inconclusive; 
as  the  usage  of  parliament  never  could 
warrant  this  doctrine,  that  it  should,  on  all 
subsequent  occasions,  refuse  the  adoption 
of  a  measure,  merely  because  previous 
parliaments' did  not  ^el  the  propriety  of 
acceding  to  some  of  a  similar  nature.  The 
provisions  of  the  proposed  bill  would  be 
fully  within  the  controul  of  the  house, 
although  it  should  accede  to  the  present 
motion.  But  if,  on  the  contrscry,  the  house 
should,  in  the  present  stage,  determine  on 
the  impropriety  of  submitting  it  to  parlia- 
mentary discussion,  then  it  would  have 
adoptea  this  principle,  that  in  the  regula* 
tion  of  the  church  all  interference  was 
improper.  What  would  the  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  say  to 
such  doctrine  ?  He  who  felt  so  warmly 
the  necessity  of  some  measure  of  church 
reform,  and  had  actually  before  the  house 
a  measure  of  legislation,  which  went  to 
take  from  the  property  of  the  rector  of  a 
living  of  250/.  a-year  ?  He  had  descanted 
uppn  the  justice  and  propriety  of  such  a 
reform.  He  had  allowed  no  fear  of  inno- 
vation nor  apprehension  of  disturbing  or 
burdening  church  property,  to  interfere, 
or  to  retard  this  his  favourite  scheme ;  and 
surely  if  there  was  any  parity  in  reasoning, 
or  any  consistency  to  be  pursued,  he  must 
feel  the  necessity  and  the  justice  of  the 
bill  which  his  right  hon.  fi'iend  had  now 
asked  leave  to  introduce. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  obseryed, 
that  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  re-< 
tract  or  to  qualify  any  one  opinion  which 
he  had  advanced  in  the  support  of  th^ 
measure  (the  Stipen4iary  Curates'  bill)  t* 
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which  the  last  speaker  adverted  ;  still  he 
considered  the  bill  now  proposed  a  most 
oppressive  mode  of  regulation,  burdening 
the  clergy  with  a  severe  imposition  of  taxa- 
tion. In  this  country  it  was  felt,  upon  a 
person  being  preferred  to  a  bishopric  or 
great  living,  that  at  least  the  product  of 
three  or  four  years  of  his  income  was  an- 
ticipated by  the  expenses  which,  on  his 
induction,  ne  had  to  defray* 

Mr.  Maurice  Fiizgerald  (Knight  of  Ker- 
ry) advised  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  pause  before  he  rejected  a  measure, 
which,  if  refused,  must  lead  to  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  the  state  in  which  the  Irish 
church  was  placed.  He  proved,  from  an 
historical  review,  that  the  act  of  Queen 
Anne,  by  which  the  fund  of  first  fruits 
were  mside  available  to  the  erection  of 
glebe  houses,  and  to  the  promotion  of  pi- 
ous purposes,  had  been  received  by  the 
clergy  of  that  ^ge  as  a  great  boon ;  so 
much  so,  that  there  existed  a  great  com- 
petition with  respect  to  the  or^an  through 
which  they  should  convey  their  thanks  to 
the  throne.  There  was  no  man  who  so 
well  knew  the  necessity  for  the  proposed 
measure  as  the  learned  doctor.'  He  knew 
the  deficiency  of  glebe  houses  in  Ireland, 
and  that  such  deficiency  was,  at  all  visita- 
tions, the  pretext  and  excuse  for  the  non- 
rendence  of  the  clergy.  Was  the  house 
•only  to  recognize  this  doctrine,  that  whilst 
the  unhappy  peasant  of  Ireland  was  op- 
pressed with  burdens  and'  extreme  taxa- 
tion, the  great,  enormous,  and  lucrative  in- 
comes of  the  clergy,  were  not  to  pay  any 
proportion,  even  to  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  their  own  order  ?  The  livings  in 
L'eland  had  been  united  for  political  pur- 
poses; indeed,  their  object  appeared  to 
be  rather  to  procure  situations  for  political 
partizans,  in  place  of  provisions  for  reli- 

flous  pastoi*s,  and  the  diminutions  of  the 
rotestants  in  that  country  was  principally 
to  be  attributed  to  that  system  of  policy. 
He  concluded  by  assuring  the  house,  that 
the  refusal  of  the  -  present  measure  would 
provoke  a  discussion,  which  would  perhaps 
be  not  the  most  serviceable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Church  establishment  in  Ire- 
land. 

Sir  John  Newport  replied  to  the  object- 
tions  of. those  who  opposed  his  motion. 
lie  wished  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
^e  house  could  refuse  a  measure,  which 
only  went  to  make  a  fund,  fixed  by  par- 
liamentary enactment,  for  the  purpose  of 
bailding  glebe-houses  in  Ireland,  available 
to  the  import  of  the  statute  of  queen  An^e, 


and  to  the  object. of  the  parliament,  by 
which  that  law  was  passed  ?  The  objec- 
tions of  that  night  were  against  the  de- 
tail, and  must  have  been  Created  only  for 
the  purpose  of  making  objections,  as  in 
his  statement  he  had  given  no  reason  for 
such  apprehensions.  The  learned  doctor 
(Duigenan)  had  asserted  that  the  present 
bill  would  severely  afiect  small  livings,  al- 
though it  had  been  previously  stated,  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  include  such  bene- 
fices within  its  influence  and  iteration. 
The  same  authority  next*  proceeded  to  as- 
sert, that  although  the  power  of  ordering 
the  valuation  of  the  Church  property,  and 
raising  the  fund  of  First  Fruits,  hadf  been 
originally  with  the  crown,  yet  it  had  been 
subsequently  given  up,  and  that  no  such 
valuation  had  taken  place  since  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  8th.  But  it  was  surprising 
fo  find  that  right  hon.  and  learned  doctor 
so  grossly  Misinformed  on  a  subject  on 
which,  at  least,  be  ought  to  be  accurate. 
If  he  would  revert  to  the  history  of  those 
tines,  he  would  find  that  a  valuation  took 
place  in  the  reign  of  the  first  James ;  and 
that  Montgomery,  a  patriotic  and  liberal 
divine;  then  bishop  of  Meath,  had  exerted 
himself  to  procure  the  proceeds  of  certain 
forfeited  property  in  the  province  of  Ul- 
ster, not  for  nis  own  private  emolument, 
but  to  augment  the  comforts,  and  to  in- 
crease ihe  happiness  and  respectability  of 
the  poorer  clergy  of  his  own  see.  If  he 
extended  his  inauiri^s  to  more  modern 
times,  the  leamea  doctor  would  find,  that 
the  9th  of  Queen  Anne  was  recognized 
and  confirmed  by  a  legislative  provision 
in  the  reign  of  George  I.  The  house,  be- 
fore it  rejected  the  present  motion,  ought 
to  reflect,  that  it  went  merely  to  compel 
the  iipplioation  of  funds  only  to  the  pur- 
poses ror  which  such  funds  were  originally 
intended.  The  right  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  much  afarm^d  at 
calling  upon  the  clergy,  by  a  small  ap- 
propriation of  their  immense  revenues,  to 
support  the  respectability  6f  their  own 
brethren,  but  he  had  no  compunction  for 
the  sufferings  of  the  burdened'  people  of 
Ireland,  when  he  called  upon  them  to  pay 
50,000/.  for  that  very  purp6se.  This  very 
session  such  a  grant  had  been  made,  and 
such  an  impost  levied  on  the  people.  Was 
it  not  naturally  to  be  expected,  that  the 
people,already  groaningunder  the  immense 
weight  of  taxation,  would  reason  thus : 
'  Before  you,  the  house  of  commons,  hftv« 
a  right  to  tax  upon  us  an  itnpost  of  50,0001. 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  gUbe  faeoifesj 
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and  of  supporting  the  poorer  cler^,  do€« 
it  not  at  least  become  your  duty  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what  funds  estist  by  law,  which 
without  any  addition  to  our  enormous  bur- 
d^ns>  can  be  made  available  to  that  pur- 
pose ?  We  know,  that  by  the  bounty  of 
the  crown  such  a  fund  doetf  exist  for  that 
application,  and  surely  there  is  neither 
justice,  nor  policy,  nor  reason,  in  calling 
upon  us  for  further  sacrifices,  whilst,  by 
the  law  of  the  land  and  the  bounty  of  the 
crown,  there  exists  at  this  moment  a  fixed 
and  settled  fund  for  that  necessary  and 
desirable  purpose/  It  had  been  asked, 
whyxonfine  this  proposed  bill  to  Ireland, 
and  not  extend  it  to  this  country  ?  There 
were  these  two  plain  reasons  for  that  limi- 
tation; first,  that  in  this  country  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  new  valuation  of  the 
livings,  because  the  fund  of  FirstTruits  was 
competent  to  its  object ;  and  next,  that 
there  was  no  application  upon  the  people 
of  this  country,  as  there  was  made  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland,  to  furnish  such  a 
sum  as  50,000^.  for  that  purpose. 
'  The  house  then  divided  on  ^he.  motion  • 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  when  the 
inimbers  were  :  Ayes  50 ;  Noes  67  ;  Ma- 
jority against  the  motion  17. 

[Expedition  to  the  Dardanelles.] 
Colonel  Wood  rose  to  offer  to  the  house 
the  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  Log  Book 
of  the  Royal  George,  while  in  the  Dar- 
danelles, which  motion  he  had  deferred 
from  a  former  night.  The  house  had  al- 
ready on  its  table  the  Instructions  of  the 
Admiralty  to  lord  Collingwood ;  and  also 
the  Instructions  of  lord  Collingwood  to  sir 
John  Dijickworth,  directing  that  not  more 
than  half  an  hour  should  be  consumed  in 
negociating  with  the  Porte.  Sir  John 
Dackworth,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  March, 
alledged  in  excuse  for  his  non-compliance 
with  these  orders,  the  contrary  state  of 
the  winds,  which  would  not  permit  him  to 
cpme  close  to  the  city  of  Constantinople. 
It  was  essential  to  a  just  investigation  of 
the  causes  of  the  failure  t>f  the  Expedition, 
to  have  full  and  particular  evidence  on  all 
the  ^ts  bearing  upon  it,  and  with  this 
▼iew  he  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  a  copy  of  the  journal  or  log- 
book of  the  Royal  George,  capt.  Dunn 
(sir  J.  Duckworth's  flag-ship),  from  the' 
lOth  Feb.  the  day  she  entered  the  Dar- 
danelles, to  the  22d  Feb.  both  inclusive. 
•  Admiral  Keroey  had  communicated  the 
sabstance  of  this  motion  to  sir  John  Duck- 
worth, who  with  the  manliness  that  always 
distingaishttiuni,  vfcison^y  anxious  that  thc^ 


fill  lest  lisht  should  be  thrown*  on  his  con-' 
duct  in  the  case  in  question,  as  in  every 
other  instance.  He  thought  it  due>  how^ 
ever,  to  so  meritorious  an  officer,  to  state 
particularly  th^  nature  of  any  charges 
that  it  might  be  in  the  hon.  mover's  con* 
templation  to  bring  forward  against  him, 
in  order  that  his  friends  might  be  properly 
prepared  to  meet  them. 

Colonel  Wood.  At  the  time,  sir,  when 
I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  move  ta 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house,  an  ex-, 
tract  of /the  journal  of  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ships,  whilst  employed  upon  the 
Expedition  against  Constantinople,  during 
the  very  short  period  of  four  days,  it  wa» 
impossible  for  me  to  foresee,  that  ther« 
could  be,  from  any  quarter,  the  smallest 
objection  for  the  production  of  this  paper, 
but  more,  particularly  from  the  quarter 
firom  whence  the  objection  has  since  comer 
We  were  called  upon  to  consider  and  ta 
determine  upon  the  failure  of  one  of  th«: 
most  important  Expeditions  that  ever  sail* 
ed  from  England,  and  in  comparison  with 
the  success  of  which,  the  loss  of  every 
ship  of  the  squadron  would  have  been  a 
trifling  and  inconsiderable  national  cala- 
mity. Upon  the  success  of  this  expedi- 
tion hung  suspended  ^e  fate  of  not  only 
Russia,  but  of  England,  and  of  the  whole 
civilized  world.  Immediately  afl;er  the: 
passing  of  the  Dardanelles,  had  our 'fleet 
carried  the  intelligence  of  this  exploit,  as 
well  as  of  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish 
fleet,  to  Constantinople,  within  12  hours* 
after  it  had  happened,  (which,  from  every 
information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
am  of  opinion,  might  easily  have  been 
done),  the  confusion  and  consternation 
would  have  been  so  great,  that  I  amisatis* 
fied  the  English  admiral  might  have  pre* 
scribed  any  terms  he  pleased.  The  deli- 
vering up  of  Sebastiani,-the  occupation  of 
the  forts  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  ancient  alliance  betwixt 
England  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  I  am  sa* 
tisfied,  would  not  only  have  been  the  im-. 
mediate  consequence^  but  the  Russians  and. 
Turks  would  once  more  have  been  friend^, 
and  general  Micfaelson,  with  60,000 
Russians,  have  been  set  at  liberty,  and- 
have  been  enabled  to  have  taken  part  ia 
the  battles  of  Friedland  and  Eylau,  which 
decided  the-fote  of  Europe.  This  coun** 
try,  in  place  of  being,  as  at  present,  shut 
out  firom  every  port  of  the  Turkish,  oni'- 
pire,  would  have  had  the  aid^and  inter* 
course  of  upwards  of  30  millions  of  people^ 
which  would,  in-soiae  9l0asugc)»#  l|av«  coq^ 
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pensated  for  other  difficulties.— This  is 
my  view  of  the  subject,  and  that  it  is 
totally  impossible  for  the  house  to  form 
any  opinion,  how  for  the  failure  of  this 
great  and  most  important  expedition  had 
been  owing  to  the  defect  of  the  plan,  to 
jthat  of  the  instructions,  to  the  inaaequacy 
of  the  force,  or  to  the  unfortunate  state  of 
the  winds  and  weather^^  unless  the  neces- 
'sary  documents  are  laid  before  us.    We 
have  seen  the  correspondence  betwixt  the 
English  ambassador  and  secretary  of  state, 
explaining  the  complete  ascendancy  of 
the  French  at  Constantinople,  and  suggest- 
ing by  what  n^eans  this  unfortunate  cir- 
'  cumstance  was  to  be  surmounted.    We 
have  also  seen  the  Instructions  for  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
lord  Collingwood ;     lord    Collingwood's 
orders  to  sir  J.  Duckworth, — as  also  sir  J. 
Duckworth's  letter  to  lord  Collingwood, 
.  after  the  total  feilure  of  the  expedition, 
assigning  as  the  cause — *  the  unfortunate 
state  of  the  winds,  and  currents,'  which 
from  the  day  of  his  entrance  into  the 
Dardanelles,  until  that  of  his  leaving  it,  he 
states  to  have  been  such,  as  to  prevent  his 
being  able  to  obey  lord  CoUingwood's  or- 
ders.   Under  such  circumstances,  sir,  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  admiral  who  has  stated 
that  sufficient  pounds  have  not  been  laid 
Ibr  the  production  of  the  papers  asked  for, 
how  the  members  of  this  house  can  possi* 
bly  discharge  their  duty,  without  enquir- 
ing into  the  state  of  the  winds  and  weather 
during  the  time  that  sir  J.  Duckworth  was 
in  the  Dardanelles,  or  whether  this  can  be 
seen  in  any  maniler  more  fair  or  more 
equitable  than  the  captain's  log  of  the  ad- 
miral's own  ship.    I  have  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  our  having  copies  of  the  other 
ahip's  logs,  excepting  a  wish  not  to  give 
any  unnecessary  trouble,  and  upon  that 
account  I  have  only  asked  for  a  copy  of 
the  captain's  journal  of  the  admiral's  own 
ship,  and  only  during  four  days,  in  place 
of  the  eleven  days,  during  which  time  sir 
J.  Duckworth  was  within  the  Dardanelles. 
— ^If  the  hon.  admiral  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  suggest  any  more  unexceptionable 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the 
winds,  and  transactions  on  board  of  our 
fleet,  I  will  gladly  adopt  it.    I  cannot 
avoid  remarking  upon  the  rather  uncandid 
manner  of  proceeaing  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  admiral,  to  whom,  previous  to  my 
moving  for  the  production  of  tiie  papers, 
I  had  not  only  shown  a  copy  of  the  paper 
which  I  meant  to'  ask  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  house,  but  understood  from 


him,  that  there  could  not  be  the  smallest 
possible  objection  to  its  production.    I 
likewise  showed  it  to  two  other  admirals, 
and  they  did  not  see  the  least  objection  to 
its  being  produced.    After  this,  had  any 
circumstances  h9^|>ened  to  induce  the  hon. 
member  to  alter  his  opinion,  I  think  com- 
mon candour  ought,  at  least,  to  have  in- 
duced the  hon.  member  to  have  made 
some  communication  to  me,  and  not  to 
have  left  me  to  suppose  no  opposition  was 
intended,  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  hon. 
admiral  came  down  dressed  to  make  a  set 
speech  upon  the  occasion,  and  to  oppose 
the  production  of  the  paper,  to  which  be 
had  given  me  reason  to  suppose  he  felt  no 
objection  whatever. — ^I  have  already  stated 
to  the  ^ouse,  that  having  in  my  possession 
an  accurate  copy  of  captain  Dunn's  jour- 
nal during  the  four  days,  which  I  now 
asked  may  be  placed  upon  the  table  of  the 
house,  it  IS  to  myself  very  immaterial,  in 
what  manner  the  house  may  be  pleased  to 
dispose  of  the  motion.    Although  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  house  will  give  me 
credit  for  ^hat  I  assert,  yet  still  for  the  re- 
gularity of  our  proceeding,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the 
copy  of  the  Journal  upon  your  table.    The 
notice  of  motion  has  now  atood  in  your 
order  book  during   several  weeks,    and 
therefore  the  hon.  admiral  withhk  friends, 
have  had  ample  notice.    I  have  .forther 
done  much  more  than  was  either  incum- 
bent on  me,  or  could  have  been  expected. 
Admiral  Hervty    in    explanation,    ex- 
pressed the  greatest  readiness,  to  give  faci« 
lity  to  the  .examination  of  the  charge  pre- 
ferred, which  was  in  substance,  that  he  had 
not,  under  all  the  circumstances^  made  the 
sort  of  attack  he  ought  to-  have  made* 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  gallant  admiral 
would  be  found  to  have  done  his  duty  ta 
the  utmost,  on  that,  as  on  every  other  oc- 


casion. 


t. 


Mr.  Yorhe  expressed  great  unwilling-' 
ness  to  have  these  papers  laid  before  the 
house.  Though  he  did  not  doubt  that 
those  who  proposed  such  investigations, 
were  actuated  alwap  by  patriotic  motives, 
he  did  not  think  it  right  to  institute  in- 
quiries into  the  conduct  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary commanders  in  that  house  in  the  first 
instance.  If  there  was  ground  for  a  charge 
of  neglect  of  duty  in  any  case,  the  proper 
course  was  to  represent  the  matter  to  tho 
admiralty ;  and  if  the  charge  appeared 
founded,  it  would  be  brought  to  trial  be* 
fore  the  proper  tribunal,  a  court  martial. 
He  expressed  a  high  respect  for  sir  Joha 
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Dnckworth's  character,  without  having 
the  honour  to  know  him,  and  declared  his 
intention  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  on 
the  motion,  if  it  should  he  persisted  in. — 
After  some  further  conversation  col.  Wood 
agreed  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Mr.  Wharton 
brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  Claim  of  Mr. 
Palmer.  It  was  read  a  first  time.  On  the 
motioA  for  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Bankes  rose.  He  said  he  should  ill 
discharge  his  duty,  as  one  of  the  guardians 
of  the  public  purse,  if  he  did  not  declare 
that,  in  his  judgment,  the  present  was  otie 
of  the  most  extraordinary  and  unjust  grants 
of  the  public  money  he  had  ever  witnessed. 
He  was  convincea  the  house  had  been 
surprised  into  the  vote  they  had  given. 
There  were  many  opportunities,  however, 
still  remaining  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
question,  which  he  hoped  would  not  be 
omitted.  He  thought  the  present  occa- 
sion would  convince  his  right  hon.  friend 
opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
of  the  impropriety,  as  his  majesty's  con- 
currence was  required  where  grants  of 
public  money  were  Applied  for,  of  lend- 
ing that  concurrence  in  cases  where  he 
was  convinced  that  no  claim  ought  to  be 
sustained.  He  was  by  no  means  convinced, 
that  any  bargain  had  ever  been  entered 
into ;  and  on  this  head,  he  thought  the 
house  was  equally  bound  to  take  th6  word 
of  Mr.  Pitt  as  of  Mr.  Palmer.  But,  sup- 
posing there  had  been  such  a  bargain,  and 
it  was  proved  that  Mr.  Palrter  had  been 
guilty  of  the  charges  laid  against  him,  and, 
on  account  of  which,  his  situation  had 
been  forfeited,  he  asked,  if  it  was  possible 
to  maintain  that  his  misconduct  had  not 
divested  him  of  the  emolument  as  well  as 
of  the  office?  Though  he  did  consider 
Mr.  Palmer  as  having  been  a  useful  ser- 
vant to  the  public,  yet  he  was  of  opinion 
he  was  already  sufficiently  recompensed, 
and  he  should  therefore  resist  the  present 
imjustifiable  and  extravagant  demand. 

Mr.  Windham,  It  seems  desirable  that 
previous  to  any  remark  on  the  subject  be- 
fore us,  notice  should  be  taken  of  an  opi- 
nion which,  however  foreign  from  the 
merits  of  the  question,  may  have  consi- 
derable share  in  influencing  the  decision 
of  it :  namely,  that  this  is  a  question  on 
which  those  who  vote  on  one  side  or  the 
other  may  be  considered  as  voting  on  prin- 
dples  of  party.  On  what  grounds  this 
idea  should  "be  taken  up,  or  how  the  minis- 
ters should  be  fond  of  countenancing  it, 

Vol.  XI. 


I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.  In  I'espect  to 
the  fact,  and  so  far  as  regards  myself,  I 
declare  I  came  into  the  house  the  other 
day  not  Jmowing  that  any  question  upon 
this  subject  was  to  be  brought  on,  and 
equally  ignorant  of  the  part,  which  any  of 
those  with  whom  I  usually  act,  were  likely 
to  take.  This  may,  surely,  be  received  as 
reasonable  evidence,  that  the  support  given 
to  Mr.  Palmer  by  any  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  house  has  not  been  the  effect 
of  concert,  or  of  an  opinion  that  they  were 
required  on  this  occasion  to  act  in  a  body. 
For  the  views  and  motives  of  those  who 
wish  to  convey  this  impression,  though  it 
is  easy  to  understand,  how  the  reduction 
of  the  question  to  a  question  of  party  may 
contribute  to  the  decision,  which  they  are 
desirous  of  prbducing,  it  is  not  equally 
easy  to  believe  that  they  should  be  willing 
to  purchase  this  advantage  at  the  price  oi 
representing  a  question  on  which  the  mi*- 
nister  was  beat,  as  one  that  had  been 
decided  on  party  principles.  Had  w^at- 
tempted  to  set  up  such  a  conclusion,  Ihcy'' 
would  have  ridiculed  us,  and  justly,  as  lay- 
ing claim  to  a  triumph,  to  which  we  could 
have  no  pretence.  I  leave  them  to  chuse 
between  a  confession  of  the  weakness  of 
their  influence,  and  an  admission  that  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  case  are  so  strong, 
that  with  ail  their  influence,  they  are  un- 
able to  resist  them. — Another  topic  no^ 
less  extraordinary,  is  that  which  has  been 
broached  by  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Banks) 
of  the  want  of  proper  notice,  and  of  th^ 
house  having  been  taken  by  surprize.  I 
know  not  what  is  to  be  deemed  a  no- 
tice,  if  an  in^tentiori  distinctly  announced 
Snd  formally  entered,  and  resting  in  the 
Order  Book  during  a  period,  I  believe,  of  , 
seven  weeks,  is  not  to  be  taken  as  sucb.^- 
Both  of  these,  it  is  plain,  are  points,  which, 
though  calculated  to  have  an  influence 
upon  the  decision,  have  nothing  to  do  witH 
the  merits  of  the  case.  The  last  of  them 
also,  viz.  that  of  the  want  of  notice,  if 
new:  but,  excepting  that,  nothing  ha^ 
been  urged  in  the  present  debate,  that 
was  not  fully  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house  at  the  time  when  the  question 
was  bctbre  discussed,  and  when  the  opi- 
nion of  the  house  upon  it  was  formally 
taken. — ^For  the  sake  of  such  gentle|nen 
as  were  not  then  present,  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  the  question  was  discussed 
upon  two  distinct  grounds :  first  those  of 
a  bargain  independent  of  its  merits,  and 
secondly,  those  of  the  merits  independent 
of  any  bargain*  It  is  to  be  remarked^ 
U 
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that  a  decision  in  the  affirmative  on  either 
of  these  grounds  will  carry  the  question 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer ;  and  that  the 
miion  of  the  two,  which  is  in  fact  the  case, 
]s  by  no  means  necessary  to  establish  his 
Claim,  though  it  cannot  fail  to  give  to  it 
redoubled  force,  and  to  leave  the  rejection 
of  it,  could  such  a  decision  be  conceived 
to  be  adopted,  more  entirely  without  ex- 
cuse. The  existence  of  a  bargain  is  not, 
denied,  and  of  a  bargain  so  constructed, 
as  to  make  it  impossible  that  the  public 
should  suffer  by  it.  It  may  be  added,  so 
constructed  likewise,  as  to  make  it  nearly 
impossible  to  conceive  how  it  should  be 
capable  of  being  forfeited.  A  bargain 
by  which  a  person  is  paid  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  service  he  does,  though  it  'may 
originally  have  been  an  improvident  one, 
as  giving  him  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
benefit  to  be  received,  than  with  proper 
-  precautions  hie  might  have  been  willing  to 
accepW  is  a  species  of  bargain  by  which, 
whell  once  made,  the  public  caii  never  be 
ar  loser,  and  which  one  does  not  well  under- 
stand how  the  individual  contracting  it 
can  ever  forfeit.  It  is  not  contended  in- 
deed directly,  that  the  bargain  in  this  part 
of  it  has  been  forfeited.     But  it  is  said, 

*  We  cannot  distinguish  how  much  of  what 

*  was  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Palmer  was  given 

*  on  the  footing  of  compensation  and  how 
'  much  for  future  service.  When  he  had 
'  forfeited,  therefore,  as  it  is  agreed  he  did, 
'  what  was  intended  as  engagements  for 
'  future  service,  we  deem  upon  a  rough 
'  calculation,  that  what  remained  to  him, 
'  was  worth  no  more  than  what  we  now 

*  offer.'  It  might  be  sufficient  to  say,  that 
the  calculation  n?re  referred  to,  was  a  most 
unjust  one  ;  -and  that  admitting  the  line  of 

*  distinction,  between  what  was  given  as  a 
reward  and  what  wa»  intended  as  wages, 
to  be  ever  so  difficult  to  be  traced,  it  could 
never  be  conceived,  that  what  was  left  for 
reward  after  deducting  all  that  could  be 
construed  as  payable  for  future  service, 
was  no  more  than  is  now  pretended.  But 
this  difficulty  is  a  mere  pretence.  No- 
thing, one  should  think,  could  be  more 
apparent  to  any  one  who  did  not  chuse  to 
be  blind,  than  that  the  part,  assigned  as 
reward  and  remuneration  was  the  per-cen- 
tage,  and  the  part  intended  as  payment 
for  future  services,  the  salary.  The  only 
doubt  could  be,  whether  the  principle  of 
reward  for  the  past  did  not  extend  even  to 
the  salary,  just  a^  it  happens  in  a  thousand 
instances,  that  an  appointment  to  an  of- 
fice is  the  reward  of  services  already  per- 


formed :  but  it  is  a  strange  perversion  in« 
deed,  to  suppose,  that  when,  in  exchange 
for  a  plan  communicated  to  the  public  by 
an  individual,  and  brought  forward  by  him 
in  the  first  instance  at  his  own  risk  and  ex- 
pence,  an  agreement  is  made  granting 
him  as  a  reward  for,  or  as  the  price  pf,  his 
invention,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  clear 
advantage,  which  it  should  produce  to  the 
public,  the  subsequent  appointment  to  an 
office  should  change  the  nature  of  the 
bargain  so  made  and  completed,  and  si- 
lently superinduce  a  condition,  by  \^hich 
his  bargain  should  be  forfeited  in  conse- 
quence of  any  misconduct  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  forfeiting  the  office. 
The  very  circumstance  that  part  of  the 
per-centage  was  given  up  when  this  ap- 
pointment took  place,  and  given  up  in  con- 
sequence of  that  appointment,  is  proof 
conclusive,  even  could  any  doubt  be  enter- 
tained, that  what  was  not  so  given  up,  con- 
tinued precisely  on  the  footing  on  which 
it  had  previously  stood. — ^What  miserable 
quibbling,  therefore,  would  that  be  ;  even 
if,  after  all,  the  inference  could  be  made 
good  ;  which  by  a  strict  construction  of 
particular  phrases,  and  by  the  aid  of  rules 
of  interpretation  not  professing  to  give 
always  the  true  sense  of  the  instrument, 
though  useful  possibly  to  be  observed  upon 
the  whole,  would  establish  a  conclusion^ 
obviously  repugnant  to  the  intentions  of 
the  parties,  and  to  the  real  and  substantial 
equity  of  the  case  ?  Is  it  thus  that  the  le- 
gislature of  a  great  country  would  wish  to 
deal  with  an  individual,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  country  was  enjoying  to 
•  the  full  extent  the  benefit  of  his  invention, 
and  with  no  intention  to  give  back  any 
portion  of  it,  though  they  were  denying 
to  him  the  proportionate  advantage  which 
they  had  before  agreed  to,  and  which  they 
would  be  willing  to  repeat,  were  his  inven- 
tion still  to  be  purchased  and  could  be 
obtained  upon  no  other  terms  ? — I  will  not 
go  again  into  the  examination  of  the  let-, 
ters  to  Bonnor,  which',  one  might  be  sure, 
would  be  again  brought  up  ;  nor  consider 
how  far  those  letters,  culpable  and  inde- 
fensible as  they  were,  might  admit  of  some 
excuse.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  they 
are  nothing  to  the  present  purpose :  that 
though  they  are  sufficient,  and  more  than 
sufficient,  to  set  aside  the  appointment,  to 
justify  and  to  demand  the  revocation  of 
the  salary  and  of  the  office,  they  did  not 
touch  the  allowance  which  had  been  given 
in  the  form  of  a  per-centage,f  and  as  the 
price  of  the  Plan  that  had  been  comma* 
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nicated.  This  price  is  what  Mr.  Paltner 
claims^  and  this  is  what  he  has  stilf,  as  he 
had  formerly,  a  full  right  to. — ^The  censure 
passed  by  the  hon.  gent,  near  me  (Mr. 
Bankes)  on  the  conduct  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  does  not  require  to  be 
adverted  to  as  affecting  the  merits  of  the 
case,  which  it  can  in  no  degree  vary  :  as 
a  matter  of  general  doctrine,  I  can  by  no 
means  bring  myself  to  assent  to  it,  seeing 
that  the  direct  effect  must  be  to  place  in 
the  arbitrium  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, what  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
the  judgment  of  the  house.  The  cases  in 
my  opinion  can  be  but  very  few,  in  which 
a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ought  to 
exert  the  delicate  and  dangerous  privilege, 
even  though  he  may  be  possessea  of  it,  of 
withholding  from  the  house  the  power  of 
exercising  its  own  judgment. — ^The  plea  of 
lapse  of  time,  urged  also  by  the  hon. 
gent,  near  me,  is  of  another  sort.  Though 
it  does  not,  in  one  sense,  affect  the  merits 
of  the  case,  that  is  to  say,  the  justice 
of  the  Claim,  it  makes  part  of  the  question 
which  the  house  is  called  upon  to  consider. 
I  shall  only  say,  that  however  good  the 
ebjection  may  be  on  the  part  of  many  in- 
dividual members,  of  the  hon.  gent,  for 
example  or  of  myself,  it  cannot  well  be 
adopted  by  a  house,  which  in  the  instance 
of  the  duke  of  Athol,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  general  merils  of  that  case,  did  not 
scruple  to  revise  a  transaction  which  had 
passed  40  years  before,  and  which  had 
been  sanctioned,  not  by  an  order  of  the 
liords  of  the  treasury,  but  by  a  solemn  act 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Fuller  strongly  supported  the  Re- 
solution, and  compared  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Deputy,  who  had  revealed  his 
confidential  correspondence,  to  that  of 
Judas  Iscariot,  who  sold  his  master. 

Mr.  Rose  was  of  opinion,  that  this  was 
the  most  exceptionable  demand  he  ever 
knew.  If  the  house  agreed  to  the  Report, 
they  would  reward  a  public  officer  for 
great  and  manifold  mis^ronduct.  In  the 
year  1799,  the  question  had  been  decided 
against  Mr.  Palmer,  by  a  majority  of  1 12 
to  28 ;  but  now,  without  any  additional  evi- 
dence on  the  subject,  the  house  were  called 
upon  to  do  that,  which  would  shake  their 
honour  and  character  more  than  any  thing 
within  his  recollection. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  that  major  Pal- 
mer's powers  of  persuasion  had,  on  a  former 
evening,  made  him  a  proselyte ;  but  that, 
on  a  .better  understanding  of  the  case,  he 
now  came  prepared  to  make  his  retrac- 


tion. The  situation  which  Mr.  Palmer 
held  was  granted  to  hifn  not  only  for  ser- 
vices done,'  but  to  encourage  him  in  fu- 
ture. If  he  was  now  entitled  to  the  2|  per 
cent,  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  the  1500/. 
a-year  also,  and  to  the  place  itself.  Having 
accepte(l  of  that  place,  he  could  not  have 
^no  other  document  of  his  agreement  but 
it,  and  by  it  he  must  be  bound.  He  there- 
fore opposed  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Long  complained  that  very  few 
questions  had  been  put  to  him  by  the 
Committee,  though  it  was  in  his  power  to 
throw  considerable  light  upon  the  subject ; 
and  contended  that  the  per-centage  on  the 
Revenue  of  the  Post  Office  was  granted 
to  Mr.  Palmer  only  during  his  continu- 
ance in  office. 

Sir  Tho,  Turton — Afler  the  very  ample 
nivestigation  which  this  subject  underwent 
upon  a  former  evening,  and  the  decided 
sentiment  which  the  house  by  a  very  large 
majority  then  expressed  upon  its  merits,  I 
little  expected  to  find  the  discussion  re- 
vived upon  the  present  occasion  with  an 
increase  of  acrimony,  yet  without  any  ad- 
dition of  argument. — I  can  assure  the 
House  that  unlike  the  hon.  member  behind 
me  (Mr.  Stuart  Wortley)  I  rise  not  to  avow 
myself  a  proselyte  to  any  argument  I  have 
heard  either  within  or  without  doors,  or  to 
express  my  repentance  for  having  given  a 
vote  on  a  preceding  night,  in  favour  of  the 
just  claims  of  a  meritorious  individual, 
which  the  house  in  its  justice,  and  to  \\s 
eternal  honour,  has  recognized. — Sir,  I 
was  much  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.. 
gentleman  state,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  powera 
of  persuasion  had  made  him  a  proselyte, 
but  that  on  a  better  understanding  of 
the  case,  he  came  prepared  to  make  his 
.retraction. — Sir,  I  shrewdly  .  suspect  that 
the  authors  of  the  hon.  gent's  proselytism 
are  not  far  off,  and  that  their  arguments, 
too  often  irresistibly  persuasive,  have  made 
him  a  proselyte  from  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  case ;  but  I  care  little  by  what 
cause  this  effiecthas  been  produced,  sure  I 
am,  it  will  not  be  general  amongst  those 
who  come  to  discharge  their  duty  without 
respect  of  persons,  and  of  such  I  am  sa-« 
tisfied  the  majority  on  a  former  niorht  were 
composed.  Sir,  I  must  confess  1  did  not 
expect  to  hear  myself,  in  common  witli 
two  thirds  of  the  house,  stigmatized  witK 
gross  Ignorance  and  mistake  in  the  dis- 
charge of  ray  public  duty,  and  formally 
put  upon  my  defence,  for  a  vote  which  I 
had  given  conscientiously  and  according 
to  the  best  dictates  of  my  judgment.   The 
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hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Bankes)  who  has  chosen  to 
make  this  unexpected  and  extraordinary 
attack  upon  either  the   understanding  or 
the  integrity  of  3  37  members,  not  being 
able  to  satisfy  the  house  by  argument  of 
the  justice  of  opposing  this  Claim,  turiis 
round  upon  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee who  made  the  Report,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  wreak  his  vengeance,  and  ex- 
haust his  il]  temper,  on  them  and  their 
labours.     Sir,  I  had  the  misfortune  (in  his 
opinion,  but  the  honour,  in  my  own)   to 
be  a  member  of  that  Committee,  and  I 
will  venture  to  advance  in  extenuation  of 
its  all  edged  offences,  that  it  was  a  com- 
mittee unusually  numerous  and  well  at- 
tended ;    composed   of  gentlemen  in  all 
habits  of  life,  and  professing  different  po- 
litical principles  ;   that  many  among  them, 
until  this  unlucky  slur  upon  their  discre- 
tion and  probity,  were  not  suspected  to  be 
deficient  in  common  sense ;  and  I  may  at 
least  be  allowed  to  say,  without  presump- 
tion, that  they  were  punctual  and  indefatig- 
able in  their  attendance  ;   that  they  omit- 
ted no  care  or  pains  by  which  the  truth 
could  be  ascertained  ;  and  that  afler  every 
practicable   devotion  of  their  time,  and 
sacrifice   of  their  attention,  they  agreed 
upon  a  report  perfectly  satisfactory  to  their 
own  conscienies,  and   which  they  were 
really 'vain  enough  to  hope  would  have 
proved  equally  satisfactory  to  the  house, 
and  even  to  the  fastidiousness  of  the  hon. 
gent.     Sir,  the  members  .of  that  Commit- 
tee would  indeed  have  cause  for  regret,  if 
the  hon.  gent.,  in  the  delivery  of  these 
very  liberal  sentiments,  could  be  ccMisider- 
ed  as  the  organ  of  the  house  ;   the  vote  of 
this   night,  like   that  of  the  last,,  will,  I 
trust,  prove  that  he  is  not  so;   that.it  is 
only  his  individual  opinion,  which,  how- 
ever respectable,  he  will  excuse  us  if  we 
d'eem  not  iixfallible.    With  respect  to  the 
form  or  diction  of  the  Report,  so  severely 
commented   on  by  the   hon.  member,  I 
c;ari  only  say  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  had 
riot  the  aid  of  the  jadgment  and  literary 
talents  of  the  hon.  member  in  preparing  it, 
as  it  might  then  have  been  more  worthy 
the  place  for  which  it  was  destined.     I  can 
only  hope,  that  when  the  long  expected 
report  shall  at  length  arrive  from  that  Com- 
mittee over  whose  labours  the  hon.  gentle- 
man himself  presides,  we  shall  receive  a 
luminous  document  worthy  his  superior 
genius  and  accuracy,  which  may  serve  as 
a  beautiful  and  unerring  model  by  which 
all  future  committees  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
form their  inaccuracies,  and  accommodate 


their  conduct  to  his  code  of  propriety  of 
language  and  statement. — Sir,  we  are  next 
told,  with  infinite  gTavity,  that  the  vote  of 
Thursday  night  ought  to  be  rescinded  be- 
cause the  bouse  was  taken  by  surprize  upoti 
that  occasion  I — In  the  n^e  of  common 
sense,  what  does  th»  hon.  gent,  oiean  by 
surpvi25e  ?-^Was  riot  the  day  appointed  by 
the  ininister  himself,  and  waS'  there  not  a 
notice  of  full  six  weeks  given  of  th?it  day  ? 
I  never  recollect  any  measure  urged  u|)on 
the  house  with  less  appearance  of  precipita- 
tion, or  upon  which  every  member  has  been 
enabled  to  form  a  more  cool  and  djelib^rate 
judgment. — Indeed,  this  is  an  objection  so 
palpably  ridiculous,  that  I  can  only  suppose 
the  hon.  gent,  meant  by  it  to  give  us  an 
agreeable  proof  of  his  fancy,  by  raising 
an  argument  where  any  other  p^r-son  would 
have  despaired  to  find  one.— Another  hon. 
gent.   (Mr.  Long)  has  insinuated  to  the 
house,  that  the  report  of  the  Commitjtee 
is  indeed  but  little  to  be  relied  upon,  be- 
cause he  could  have  supplied  them  with 
a  vast  deal  of  intelligence  upon  the  subject 
of  their  e;[iquiry,  which  they  either  dis- 
dained, or  neglected  to  apply  for,  when  he 
offered  hiniself  as  an  evidence  before  them. 
I  fear  it  is  the  misfortune  of  this  hon.  gent, 
to  possess  a  singularly  treacherous  memory. 
I  wish  before  he  had  committed  himself 
by  such  an  assertion,  he  had  looked  at  the 
printed  report  of  the  Committee,  which  ig 
now  in  every  member's  hand  ;  he  would 
there  have  seen,  that  when  his  evidence 
was  taken,  it  amounted  merely  to  two  or 
three  loose  remarks  of  no  importance; 
and  that  when  the  Committee  had  put 
every  question  they  conceived  to  be  of 
consequence,  the  hon.  gent,  was  expressly 
asked   "  whether  there  were  any  points 
*'  remaining  upon  which  he  could  afibrd. 
**  information,"  that  he  as  expressly  an- 
swered *'  he  had  no  further  intelligence 
".  to  give.''     Assuredly  here  is  convincing 
proof  that  the  hon.  gent.'s  memory  must 
either  have  failed  him  wonderfully  at  the 
time   his  evidence  was  tsdcen,  or  that  it 
must  have  played  him  a  slippery  trick 
upon  the  present  occasion ;  the  hon.  gent, 
has  no  alternative  but  to  sacrifice  one  of  his 
contradictory  assertions  to  the  other,  and 
in  either  case  I  consider  his  misfortune  as 
very  much  to  be  deplored. — It  has  be^n 
suggested,  that  some  portion  of  the  Post 
Office  Revenue  has  arisen,  siojce  1793,  from 
circumstances  independent  altogether  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Plan ;    and  it  seems  in  con- 
sequence apprehended,  that  a  larger  re- 
I  murieration  may  be  granted  than  w-  P- 
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is  fairly  entitled  to.. — ^In  reply  to  this  ob^ 
jection,  I  beg  to  inform  the  bouse  that  the 
Committer  fully  took  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  encreased  revenue  which 
arose  from  other  sources  than  those  of  Mr. 
P.'s  creation,  and  that  they  made  every 
allowance  and  deduction  on  th^t  accoun.t 
before  they  presented  their  Export.  As 
to  the  repeated  argument  in  respect  to  the 
amount^  if  the  Claim  is  established  in 
point  of  justice,  I  must  again  insist  that  its 
magnitude  ought  to  be  no  a,rgu]^nt  against 
its  entire  fulfilment;  it  is  an  argument 
which  encreases  our  demerit,  whilst  it  adds 
to  the  amount  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim. — ^Sir, 
I  shall  detain  the  house  no  longer;  there  is 
no  argument  to  reply  to,  only  mis-state- 
ments to  correct ;  the  cla^m  of  this  gentle, 
man  is  indisputable ;  you  have  already  re- 
cognized it ;  the  sense  of  the  house  has 
been  taken  on  it ;  to-night  I  am  well  asr 
sured  it  will  be  again  expressed  with  simi- 
lar, or  encreased  effect. — ^I  have  never 
given  a  more  conscientious  vote  than  the 
one  I  gave  on  the  same  occasion.  I  shall 
repeat  it  to-night,  confident  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  house  is  with  me,  arid 
the  sense  of  the  country  no  less  so. 

Lord  Milton  was  surprised  at  the  incon- 
sistencies of  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side;  for  instead  of  ai-guing  on  the  bar- 
gain, which  they  all  admitted,  they  flew 
to  the  misconduct  of  Mr.  Palmer  while  in 
oflice.  The  impropriety  of  Mr.  palmer's 
conduct  in  ofiice  he  \ya&  not  a  supporter  of, 
but  he  would  submit,  that  the  conduct  in 
office  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  original 
bargain,  and  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
the  present  question.  Why  did  they  not 
meet  it  when  it  was  before  the  house  for 
the  first  time,  and  put  a  stamp  on  it  ? 
That  would  have  shewn  the  public  Mr. 
Palmer  had  no  clajm  ;  but  instead  of 
doing  so  they  gave  it  a  half  assent,  a  half 
dissent,  and  at  last  threw  it  by  and  got  rid 
of  it,  by  moving  the  previous  question. 
There  had  been  a  vast  deal  of  obloquy 
thrown  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ; 
he  saw  no  argument  adduced  to  warrant 
it.  He  believed  the  Committee,  consisted 
of  as  honourable  and  as  good  men, 
without  exception^  as  the  house  could 
produce.  He  could  not  pass  over  the  sub- 
ject without  saying,  that  the  Committee 
had  been  hardly  used. 

Mr.  Siurges  Bourne  argued,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Committefe  was  not  entitled 
to  much  credit^  because  the  evidence  upon 
which  that  opinion  was  formed  was  not 
given ;  and  that  the  question  haying  been 


decided  by  a  former  house  of  commons, 
should  be  considered  as  hs^ving  been  se^ 
finally  at  rest. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeit, — Sir,   I  have  ex- 
'  amined  the  merits  of  this  case,  and  be- 
stowed the  greatest  attention  upon  every 
argument  brought  forward,  both  for  and 
against  Mr.  Palmer's  Claims :  and  sp  iajr 
fi-om  their  haying  shaken^  they  have  con- 
firmed the  opinion  that  I  before  enteir- 
,  tained,  of  the  justness  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
demands. — Sir,  when  I  observe,  upon  the 
one  hand,  the  greatness  of  the  benefits, 
and  remark  upon  t;he  other,  the  smallness 
of  the  craved  reward^  I  really  am  asto- 
nished that  ministers  should  hesitate  for  a 
single    instant  to    comply   with    Claims 
founded  on  an  undeniable  contract,  and 
supported  by  services,  which  have   ex- 
ceeded the  most  sanguine  hopes. — ^But, 
sir,  I  must  at  the  same  time,  congratulate 
his  majesty's  ministers  on  the  acquisition 
of  a  virtue,  of  which  I  never  before  ob- 
served in  them  the  least  trait.    And  I  shall 
be  extremely  happy  if  they  remain  under 
its  influence  on  future  occasions,  instead 
'  of  pensioning  worthless  objects,  who  have 
done  their  country  far  more  harm  than 
good.      I  scarcely  know  how  to  answer 
the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side,  lor  they  so  perpe- 
tually shift  their  ground  and  change  their 
position,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  as- 
certain where  they  intend  to  make  a  staiyi. 
First,  it  is  a  bargain,  then  it  is  not  a  bar- 
gain ;   and  after  all  they  seem  doubtful, 
whether  this  is  a  bargain,  or  a  remunera- 
tion.   Now«  I  think  it  immaterial  which  it 
is,  for  if  it  is  a  contract,  beyond  a  doubt  it 
should  be  performed ;  and  if  it  is  a  remu- 
neration, surely   50  shillings  cannot  be 
considered  too  much  to  give  a  man,  who 
gives  you  100  pounds.     Here  the  public 
has,  and  is  receiving  profits  to  the  amount 
of  millions  !  For  this  stupendous  engine  is 
at  this  moment  actually  in  motion,  and 
will  be  90  as  long  as  the  kingdom  shall 
exist ;  and  while  it  does,  it's  benefits  must 
increase.    For  the  numerous  arid  incalcula- 
ble advantages  arising  from  this  plan,  I 
think  the  country  can  hardly  ever  make 
an  adequate  return  to  Mr.  Palmer ;    for 
the  fatigue,  anxiety,  disappointment,  and 
loss  of  health  he  has  suffered,  they  never 
can,  I  am  certain. — Sir,  I  am  not  in  gene- 
ral very  ready  to  place  implicit  confidence 
in  the  Reports  of  Committees  ;  but  when 
I  consider  the  impartial  and  able  gentle- 
men that  composed  it,  and  that  Mr.  ralmer 
could  have  no  influence  over  them,  besides 
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that  which  the  injustice  he  has  been 
treated  with,  must  excite  in  every  honest 
inan,  I  think  it  is  a  Report  which  is  en- 
titled to  every  kind  of  confidence  and 
respect ;  and  my  opinion  of  ifs  fairness 
has  received  additional  strength  at  hearing 
from  an  hon.  baronet  (sir  Thos.  Turton,) 
that  all  fair  deductions  have  been  made  on 
account  of  that  proportion  of  the  increase 
of  the  Post  Office  Revenue  which  might 
be  attributed  to  causes  not  immediately 
belonging  to  Mr.  Palmer's  invention. — 
Sir,  the  hon.  gentlemen  have  talked  a 
great  deal  about  the  letters  written  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  but  I  cannot  conceive  that 
they  have  any  reference  to  the  question 
which  now  occupies  the  house  ;  if  there 
is  any  weight  in  them,  it  can  only  apply 
to  the  pffice  and  the  salary  ;  to  the  claim 
to  centage  they  are  quite  foreign. — Sir, 
that  hon.  gent,  said,  that  this  question 
was  decided  in  1799;  but  I  really  believe 
he  must  mean  that  as  a  joke  ;  for  what 
decision  could  be  expected  by  an  unpro- 
tected individual  opposed  by  a  powerful 
minister,  or  what  choice  could  Mr.  Palmer 
make,  when  he  was  told,  **  you  shall 
*'  either  accept  my  terms  or  nothing.'* — 
And  yet,  this  was  the  decision  the  hon. 
gent,  alludes  to.  As  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
honest  man  in  the  country  who  would 
not  willingly  contribute  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  like  this,  I  shall  vote  for 
it  whenever  it  shall  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Holford  defended  Mr.  Pitt's  bar^ 
gain,  and  contended  that  if  that  great  man 
had  felt  it  to  be  improvident,  he  never 
would  have  shrunk  from  acknowledging  it. 

Mr.  Manyat  contended,  that  the  agree- 
ment between  Mr.  Palmer  and  the  public 
had  been  Cancelled  by  the  very  improper 
conduct  of  Mr.  Pakner  in  office.  It  was 
his  opinion,  that  the  Revenue  having  ma- 
terially suffisred  by  Mr.  P.'s  dismissal,  was 
an  argument  against  him,  and  that  he  ought 
to  suner  by  the  loss. 

Mr.  Sumner  dwelt  upon  the  imperfect 
evidence  of  the  report ;  and  moved  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  till  to  morrow 
se'nnight,  with  a  view  to  refer  it  back  to 
the  committee,  with  an  instruction  to  the 
committee  to  take  further  evidence.  The 
house  divided  :  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  Adjournment 87 

Against  it 1 37 

Majority — 50 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place  on 
the  subject  of  the  course  which  it  would 
be  most  proper  for  the  house  to  adopt  after 
the  determination  of  this  night 


The  Shaker  informed  the  house,  that  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be  for  the  accounts  of 
the  Net  Proceeds  of  the  Post  Office  Re- 
venue up  to  the  present  period  to  be  laid 
before  the  house  ;  the  amount  of  money 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  Mr., Palmer,  as  a 
remuneration  for  the  time  past,  could  then 
be  ascertained  from  those  documents,  and 
voted  in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  The 
consideration  of  the  annual  sum  which  the 
house  might  think  fit  to  order  to  be  paid 
in  future,  must  also,  he  believed,  originate 
in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  When  a  Re-t 
solution  was  agreed  to  on  that  subject, 
a  bill  might  afterwards  be  brought  into 
the  house  pointing  out  the  fund  from 
which  it  was  to  be  taken,  and  legalizing  a 
particular  course  of  distribution  or  appro- 
priation as  usual  in  similar  cases. — ^Tho 
Accounts  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  house.  After  which  the  Re- 
port was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Palmer  pro- 
posed, that  on  Friday^  next  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Sup- 

p'y- 
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Danish  Merchant  Ships  detained  in 
British  Ports.]     The   order  of  the  day 
j  having  been  read, 

.  Lord  •Sidmoutk  said,  that  he  was  at  length 
enabled  to  submit  to  their  lordships'  con- 
sideration a  subject  highly  indportant  to 
the  interests  of  many  individuals,  both  fo- 
reigners and  natives,  as  well  as  to  the  ho- 
nour and  reputation  of  the  country. — ^But 
before  he  entered  upon  the  details  to 
which  it  would  be  necessary  for  hhn  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  loitlships,  he 
was  desirous  of  being  understood,  as  hav- 
ing no  intention  to  re-agitate  a  question, 
which  had  been  already  decided  ;  much 
less  to  aim  at  rescinding  a  judgment, 
which  had  been  solemnly  pronounced  : 
for  that  in  fact,  between  the  merits  of  the 
subject  to  which  he  particularly  referred, 
namely,  th^  Attack  on  Copenhagen,  and 
of  that  then  before  the  house,  there  was 
no  necessary  connection  ;  and  all  he  had 
to  ask,  (and  he  assured  their  lordships  that 
what  he  asked  of  them  should  be  observed 
on  his  part,)  was  that  the  opinions  enter- 
tained on  this  point,  might  be  kept  in  their 
proper  place,  and  not  brought  forward  to 
bear  upon  arguments,  and  conclusions,  to 
which  they  had  no  direct  or  regular  ap- 
plication.— ^It  could  not,  he  said,  bedenied,^ 
that  according  to  the  principles  of  natural 
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justice^  and  the  established  law  of  nations, 
safety  and  protection  were  due  to  the  mer- 
chant ships  and   cargoes  of  all  neutral 
states  engaged  in  the  peaceable  pursuit  of 
a  lawful  commerce.     Following  up  this 
just  and  salutary  principle,  our  municipal 
laws  held  out  the  promise  of  security  to 
the  ships,  persons  and  property -of  mer- 
chant strangers,  «mdo,mara«£^o,  et  redamdo, 
in  carrying  on  a  legitimate  traflSc  with 
this  kingdom ;  and  this  right  to  security 
and  protection  could  not  be  forfeited,  ex- 
cept by  the  misconduct  of  the  individuals 
themselves,  or  of  the  state  to  which  they 
belonged.     It  could  not  be  forfeited,  ex^ 
cept  in  consequence  of  such  antecedent 
injuries  as,  if  unredressed,  would  afford  just 
grounds  of  war,  or  reprisals;  of  which  last 
it  had  been  said  by  high  and  undoubted 
authority,  that  'the  law  of  nations  does 
not  allow  them  but  in  case  of  violent  injury, 
directed,  or  supported  by  the  state,  and 
of  justice  271  re  mmime  dubid,  absolutely  de- 
nied/    The  seizure  and  detention  of  ships 
and  property  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
a  foreign  state  could  therefore  only  be 
justified  by  a  previous  act  of  aggression ; 
and,  except  in  the  instance  to  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house,  it  could  not  be  shewn  that  an 
order  for  that  purpose  had  ever  been  is- 
sued under  the  authority  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, unless  it  had  been  preceded  by 
the  existence  of  a  real,  or  supposed  cause 
of  war. — ^It  would  be  recollected,  that  in 
the  month  of  July  last,  when  a  large  ar- 
moment  was  assembling  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  this  kingdom,  its  probable  destina- 
tion was  a  subject  of  general  and  anxious 
speculation;   and  it  appeared  that  a  ru- 
mour had  reached  the  masters  of  Danish' 
merchant  ships,  then  in  our  ports,  that  it 
was  directed  to  the  Baltic,  in  consequence 
of  a  mi^sunderstanding  between  this  coun- 
try and  Denmark.     An  immediate  en- 
quiry was  accordingly  made  of  the  British 
government  through  the  Danish  Minister, 
Mr.  Hist :   the  answer,  whatever  it  was, 
certainly  was  not  one  which  confirmed,  or 
created  apprehension :  their  enquiries  were 
then  directed  through  the  same  channel 
to  the  government  of  their  own  country, 
from  whom,  on  the  10th  of  August,  an  an- 
swer, of  which  the  following  is  an  extract, 
was  received  through  the  College  of  Com- 
merce at  Copenhagen,  and  communicated 
to  them  by  the  Danish  Consul,  Mr.  Wolff: 
—'In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  Uth  inst. 
'  (July),  stating  that  it  is  currently  report- 
'  cd  ill  London,  that  a  nusunderstanding 


is  Jikely  to  arise  betwixt  Denmark  and 
Great  Britain,  we  acquaint  you  herewith 
that  such  report  is  entirely  without  foun- 
dation, and  that  nothing  has  been  done 
on  our  parts,  whereby  the  good  under- 
standing  hitherto  subsisting  betwixt  both 
courts  could  anyways  be  considered  les- 
sened  or  interrupted.     We  request  there- 
fore, that  you  will  posiUvely  contradict 
such  unfounded  rumours,  and  quiet  the 
apprehensions  of  our  sea-faring  country- 
men,  assuring  them,  that  they  have  no 
reason  to  fear,  as  the  College  will  not 
fail,  should  any  unforeseen  event  have  a 
detrimental  influence  on  Denmark's  hi- 
therto  maintained  neutrality,  to  give  the 
earliest  information  thereof,  through  the 
Royal  Consuls,  to  all  our  sea- farinc  coun- 
trymen.'—To  '  Mr.  WolfF,  London.'— 
Ites  communication  had  the  intended  ef- 
fect; the  fears  of  the  sea-faring  subjecU 
ot  Denmark  then  m  our  ports,  were  com- 
pletely  quieted ;  and  they  remained  in  this 
state  of  confidence  and  delusion  till  the 
end  of  August.    Nothing  indeed  occurred 
to  alter  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  known, 
that  afler  the  sailing  of  admiral  Gambier, 
on  the  30th  of  July,  many  ships  had  clear- 
ed  out^  for  Danish  porta,  and  some  with 
admiralty  licences ;  and  so  little  appre- 
hensive was  the  Danish  cdnsul  of  approach- 
ing hostilities,  that;  in  many  instances  in 
which  offers  were  made  to  release,  upon 
the  payment  of  certain  charges,  Danish 
ships  which  had  been  brought  in,  under 
the  expectation  of  a  ruptwe,  he  positiveli^ 
rejected  all  such  offers,  being  resolved  that 
the  captors  should  abide  the  consequences 
of  their  own  violence  and  injustice.    In 
Denmark  too,  a  similar  .degree  of  confi- 
dence  and  delusion  prevailed.     The'  ap- 
pearance of  the  British  fleet  produced  no 
alarm  at  Copenhagen,  nor  any  degree  of 
caution  with  respect  to  ships,  thefi  pre- 
paring to  proceed  to  British  ports.     In 
proof  of  this,  lord  Sidmouth  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  from  the  captain 
ot  the  Danish  ship,  Frederica :— *  I  re- 
!  f'^ed  a  letter  iiom  my  agents,  Messrs. 

.  tu    r  A      ^^  .^"'  ^""^^  Copenhagen, 

7th  qf  Aug,  statmg  that  all  Danish  ships 

'  might  proceed  to  England  in  safety,  as 

'  he  was  assured,  that  the  British  fleet  ly> 

'  ing  at  anchor  before  Copenhagen,  had 

no  hostile  intention  towards  Denmark  • 

'  that  according  to  information,  it  was  hiJ 

'  opinion,  that  it  was  bound  to  Cronstadt 

'  In  assurance  of  the  above  account,  I  left 

<  Dram  the  13th  of  Aug.  with  a  cargo  of 

timber  and  deals,  shipped  and  loaded  for 
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'  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Joshua  and  Tho- 

*  mas  Carroll,  merchants,  of  Cork,  in  Ire- 

*  land.     I  was  detained  in  the  north-sea 

*  the  28th  of  Aug.  before  any  orders  from 

*  the  British  government  for  the  detention 
'of  Danish  ships  had  been  given,  and 
'  likewise  prior  to  the  bombardment  of 

*  Copenhagen/ — On  the  25th  of  August, 
howevfer,  many  days  before  information 
was  received  of  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities, and  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  pre« 
tended  that  there  was  any  hostile  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  Denmark,  orders  were 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  con- 
sequence of  directions  from  one  of  his  ma 
j^sty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  to 
detain  and  bring  in,  provisionally,  all  Da- 
nigh  merchant  vessels ;  aiid  these  orders 
were  not  confined  to  the  Channel,  but  sent 
ta  all  cmt  naval  'officers,  commanding-in- 
^hief,  in  *ftery  part  of  the  World.     On  the 

*  2d  of  Sept.  a  similar  order  was  issued,  uti- 
der  the  authority  of  -his  majesty  in  coun- 
cil ;  accompanied  by  orders,  tha£t  no  ships 
belon^ng  to  any  of  hi^  majesty's  subjects 
'ilhould  clear  ott  for  any  of  the  ports  of 
Denmark;  and  that  a  general  embargo 
should  be  (aid  oh  all  ships  and  vessels  be- 
longing to  subjects  6f  that  country,  toge- 
ther with  all  persons  and  eflfects  on  board. 
It  aqppeared',  that  the  account  of  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  was  not  received 
till  the  4tb  of  S*pt.  arid  it  Was  admitted, 
that  previous  to  that  time,  there  was  no 
ground  for  imputing  a  hostile  disposition 
to  his  Danish  ms^esty ;  so  that  at  the  pe- 
riod of  issuing  these  orders,  Denmark  was 
considered,  althoug'h  not  treated,  by  the 
.  British    goverAmcnt,   as    a   neutral "  »and 
friendly  "ptower.     In  consequence  of  these 
orders,  320  ships  were  seized  and  detained 
before   information  was  received  of  the 
commencement  of  hostilities ;   and  after 
the  issue  of  brders  for  general  reprisals, 
which  took  place  oil  the  4th  of  Nov.  the 
whole  were  condemned  as  prize  to  the 
erown. — Lord  Sidmouth  said,  that  on  a 
ibfmer  occasion.  When -he  had  stated  a  re- 
port, that  the  value  of  the  ships  and  car- 
goes, &(J.  so  seized,  was  little  short  of  two 
millions,  the  noble  secretary  of  state  (lord 
Hawkesbury)  declared,  that  this  was  an 
exaggerated  statement.      He  had  men- 
tioned'it  at  that  time,  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  be  contradicted   from  authority ; 
but  he  had  not  mentioned  it  upon  light  or 
frivolous  grounds.     On  the  contrary,  he 
then  knew  the  number  of  ships  which  had 
be^n  seized ;  and  that  53,  with  their  car- 
got^,  had^  been'sOld  by  auction,  and  haid 


produced,  upon  an  average,  5,200/.  each. 
Supposing  these  ships  to  be  of  the  aver- 
age value  of  the  whole  that  had  been 
seized,  320  ships  would  produce  above 
l,660,00d/;  and  it  was  well  known  that 
when  prizes  were  sold  in  this  manner,  the 
auction  price  was  in  general  far  below  the 
real  value.     It  was  usual  to  estimate  this 
difference    at    one    third  :    upwards    of 
550,000/.  must  therefbrfe  be  added  to  the 
above-mentioned  sum;  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  more  than  2,000,000/.  as  the  value 
of  seizures  in  our  own  ports,  exclusive  of 
those  which  took  place  under  the  Orders 
of  the  25th  of  August,  and  the  2d  of  Sept. 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  world.     He  would 
close  this  statement  by  repeating  the  hope 
ttrhich  he  had  expressed  on  afonner  oc- 
casicyn,  that  the  declaration  of  the  nobli 
secretary  of  state,  might  prove  more  cor- 
rect than  the  report  which  he  had  taken 
upon  hiniself  so  positively  to  contradict. — 
To  justify  a  measure  of  such  severity,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  shew  that  it 
V^as  occstsioned  by  an  antecedent  aggres- 
sion oh  the  part  of  Denmark ;  for  it  wotild 
not  be  Oontehdcd,  that  the  seizufe  of  mer- 
chant ships  and  of  commercial  property, 
was  called  for  by  the  urgent  arid  imperious 
duty  of  self-preservation ;  hut  it  had  been 
distinctly  acknowledged  that  on  the  part 
of  Denmark  th6re  was  no  hostile  aggres- 
sion, and  the  difference  between  the  pre- 
sent case,  and  all  others  which  preceded 
it,  consisted  in  the  absence  of  that  which 
had  been  the  immediate  cause,  and  which 
had  solely  and  exclusively  constituted  the 
justification    of   every  similar   measure. 
True  it  was  that  the  king  of  Prussia  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seven  years  war  had 
entered  Saxony,  when  there  had  bfeen  nO 
plublic  act  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
elector ;  but  he  found  in  the  palace  of 
Di*esden  a  copy  of  a  treaty,  the  known 
existence  of  which  had  occasioned  his  ir- 
ruption into  the  electorate,  and  which  was 
of  itself  a  siifficient  cause  of  war.     It  was 
also  well  known,  that  lord  Chatham  quit- 
ted the'  councils  of  his  sovereign  in  th^ 
year  1761,  because  his  colleagues  refused 
to  concur  with  him  in  advising  his  majesty 
to  proceed,  without  a  formal  declaration 
of  war,  to  acts  of  hostility  against  Spain  : 
but  lord'  C.  proceeded  upon  intelligence 
(which  \^as   afterwards   verified)   of   an 
agreenient  on*  the  part  of  that  country  to 
make  common  cause  with  France. — From 
the  uniform  tenour  of  our  history  it  Would 
be  found,  that  such  measures  as  those  of 
the  25th' of  Au^.  send  2d  of  Sept.  wetre 
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never  resorted  to,  unless  th^y  had  been 
preceded  by  a  real  or  supposed  cause  of 
war.  The  capture  of  the  French  ships  in 
1756,  and  of  the  Spanish  frigates  in  1805, 
were  preceded  by  causes  of  war,  the  legi- 
timacy of  which  has  never  been  question- 
ed, however  the  latter  measure  might  have 
been  censured  on  other  accounts.  The 
cases  of  Prussia  and  Holland  had  been 
mentioned :  but  previous  to  the  deten- 
tion and  seizure  of  the  merchant  ships  of 
the  former  power,  she  had  actually  re- 
ceived from  France,  whilst  at  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  dominions  of  the  elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  and  had  excluded  all  Bri- 
tish vessels  from  her  ports ; — and  with  re- 
spect to  Holland,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  a  few  dates  to  shew  that  pur  mea- 
sures of  .hostility  towards  that  country 
were  neither  marked  by  precipitancy  nor 
injustice.  On  the  18th  of  Jan.  1795,  the 
French  army  entered  Amsterdam.  On 
the  19th,  the  revolutionary  committee  dis- 
missed the  established  magistrates,  and 
took  on  themselves  the^  provisional  admi- 
nistration of  af&irs.  On  the  30th,  all 
ships  and  property  belonging  to  enemies 
of  the  French  republic  were  ordered  to  be 
seized  and  confiscated  by  a  decree  of  the 
French  commissioners  confirmed  by  the 
provisional  government  of  Holland.  On 
the  9th  of  Feb.  orders  were  issued  by  the 
British  government  for  the  provisional  de- 
tention of  Dutch  ships  and  cargoes. — ^At 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1801^  or- 
ders were  issued  to  detain,  provisionally, 
ships  belonging  to  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark ;  not,  however,  till  the  conduct 
of  the  government  of  each  of  those  coun- 
tries had  afforded  a  legitimate  cause  of 
war  :  but  in  that  case,  lord  Sidmouth 
stated,  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  con- 
curred in  advising  his  majesty'  not  to  issue 
orders  for  general  reprisals  ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  ships  and  cargoes  so  detained, 
were  not  condemned  as  prize,  but  were  all 
restored  upon  the  re -establishment .  of 
peace.  Lord  Sidmouth  said  that  some 
noble  lords,  who  were  then  bis  colleagues, 
would  admit  that  the  beneficial  effects  of 
that  conduct  had  not  only  been  manifested 
at  the  time,  but  that  they  had  been  also 
experienced  in  the  course  of  the  present 
war. — It  seemed,  therefore,  impossible  to 
justify  the  measure  of  issuing  the  orders  in 
question  by  attempting  to  bring  it  within 
the  application  of  any  admitted  principle, 
or  the  fair  analogy  of  any  precedents  af- 
forded by  countries,  whose  conduct  it 
would  not  be  disgraceful  to  cite  as  an  ex- 
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ample. — But  the  motive  of  the  measure 
was  perhaps  to  be  found  in  the  view  which 
ministers  had  taken  of  the  necessity  of  the 
expedition   against  Copenhagen.     Being 
convinced  of  that  necessity,  they  thought 
no  means  unwarrantable,  which,  in  their 
opinion,  were  likely  to  contribute  in  any 
degree,  to  its  success.     For  this  purpose, 
private  property^was  seized,  as  ^an  instru- 
ment of  coercion  and  intimidation,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  importance  of  recover- 
ing might  induce  Denmark  to  accede  ta 
the  demands  of  the  British  government. 
Thus   was  the  principle   entirely   disre- 
garded and  inverted,  upon  which,  on  all 
former  occasions,  such  a  proceeding  had 
been  resorted  to.     It  was  not  a  measure 
of  just  retaliation  for  an  unredressed  in- 
jury, nor  of  seasonable  and  provident  vi- 
gour, founded  on  the  knowledge  of  a  hos- 
tile design,  which  it  was  intended  to  coun- 
teract, but  an  act  in  furtherance  ^  our 
own  measures  of  severity  and   violence 
towards  a  state,  which,  it  had  been  dis- 
tinctly admitted,  was  not,  at  that  time,  • 
chargeable    with  any   hostile   intentions 
against  this  country.     This  however,  fee- 
ble and  futile  as  it  was  as  an  attempt  at 
justification,  was  far  the  most  favourable 
interpretation  that  could  be  given  of  the 
causes,   which   led  to    this   unparalleled 
transaction.     If  this  were   the  true   ex- 
planation of  it,  nothing  could  be  more  ob- 
viously just,  than  that  its  effects  ought  to 
have  ceased,  as  soon  a.s  its  design  was  frus- 
trated.    To  give  a  retrospective  operation  . 
to  hostilities,  for  the  purpose  of  appro- 
priating that  which  had  come  into  our 
possession  under  such  circumstances,  and 
the  seizure  of  which  had  not  answered  the 
novel     and    extraordinary    purpose    fot 
which  the  measure  was  resorted  to,  wa»' 
surely  a  most  lamentable,  and ,  disgracedil 
extremity  of  injustice :    which  however 
was  still  aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  we 
had  oui*selves  occasioned  the  hostilities  of 
which  this  retrospective  advantage  was 
taken,  and  that  they  were  in  no  degree 
produced  by  any  aggreefeion  on  the  part 
of  that  state,  against  which,  and  the  unof« 
fending  subjects  of  which,  these  proceed- 
ings were  directed.     Under  these  impres- 
sions, lord  S.  said,  it  was  to  him  a  subject 
of  the  deepest  regret,  that  when  his  majes- 
ty was  advised  to  declare  to  Europe  the 
motives  which  had  led  to  the  Danish  ex- 
pedition, a  decisive  proof  had  not  been  af- 
forded, that -the  plea  of  necessity,  upon 
which  government  had  rested  its  justifica- 
tion, was  sincere.    A  declaration  that  the 
\     X 
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sbips  of  war,  taken  at  Copenhagen,  should 
be  held  in  deposit,  with  a  view  to  even- 
tual cestitution,  and  that  private  property 
sei^d  and  detained  under  such  circum- 
stances as  those  which  had  been  described, 
should  be  instantly  restored,  would  have 
placed  the  motives  which  had  influenced 
the  British  government  out  of  the  reach  of 
suspicion,  and  guarded,  if  not  exalted  the 
national  character. — With  respect  to  ships 
of  war,  the  house  had  already  decided, 
and  he  would  not  now  re-enter  upon  that 
subject:  with  respect  to  the  merchant 
ships,  and  their  crews,  his  sentiments 
were  expressed  in  the  three  Resolutions, 
which  he  submitted  to  the  house. — [Lord 
^d  mouth  then  read  the  three  first  Reso- 
lutions.]— On  the  subject  of  compensation 
to  those  British  subjects  who  had  consign- 
ments and  effects  in  Denmark  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  (which 
efifects-.were  afterwards  sequestrated,)  he 
was  convinced  there  could  be  no  difierence 
of  opinion:  they  had  an  indisputable 
claim,  not.  merely  on  the  liberality,  but 
on  the  justice  of  their  country ;  that  claim 
might  be  fully  satisfied  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  Danish  ships  and  cargoes,  which  had 
been  condemned  'and  sold ;  and  this  de- 
duction would  be  counterbalanced  by 
what  might  be  termed  a  set-ofi^  arising 
from  the  sale  of  Britbh  property  seques- 
trated in  Denmark;  so  that  justice,  to  a 
certain  extent,  might  be  done  to  the  ag- 
^ieved  parties  in  both/ countries.  But  to 
r^ch  the  limits  of  justice,  compensation 
must  proceed  farther:  all  British  subjects 
were  entitled  to  it  for  losses  sustained  in 
Qonsequence  of  any  lawful  adventure  en- 
t^rqd  upon  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities.  losses  from  such  a  cause 
qoukl  not  be  said  to  come  within  the  rea- 
spnabie  scope  of  mercantile  calculation. 
They  were  occasioned,  by  a  measure,  of 
tl^e  British  government  rounded  upon  a 
iftppposed  necessity,  and  directed  to  the 
object  of  self-preservation,  to  which  it  was 
Qontended.  that  all  othiQr  considerations 
must  gWe  way.  But  those  who  applaud, 
and  who  believe  that  they  have  derived 
security  from  this  policy,  must  surely  be 
willing  to  pay  the  price  of  it.  A  few  in- 
dividuals, could  not  justly  be  made  the 
victims  of  a  measure,  which  could  only 
be  warranted  by  its.  tendency  to  provide 
£ov  the  security  of  all.  The  mode  of  in- 
demnifying tnat  class  of  sufferers,  whose 
groperty  was  sequestrated  in  Denmark/ 
ad  been  suggested  and  was  obvioust;  the. 
fjs^ims  of  ott^  oa.  tbe  justice-  of.  their 


country,  was  not  less  forcible.  The  m^ans. 
of  satisfying  themlnust  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  government^  and  the  wisdom  of 
parliament. — But  this  me^ure,  extraor- 
dinary and  harsh  as  it  was  both  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  in  its  general  operation,  was  at-r 
tended  with  circumstances,  of  peculiar  se- 
verity and  injustice.  Amongst  the  ships 
and  cargoes  detained  under  the  prders  of 
the  25th  of  Aug.  and  the  2d  of  Sep.  were 
many  which  had  been  wrongfully  brought 
into  British  ports  by  our  cruizers  and  pri- 
vateers, the  masters  and  cr«ws  of  which 
were  too  generally  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
rapacity,  by  which  individuals  were  cru- 
elly injured,  and  the  country  disgraced. 
These^  to  a  considerable  amount,  had  been 
ordered  to  be  restored  by  decrees  of  the 
high  court  of  admiralty,  or  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  appeal;  but  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  supervening  hostilities,  the 
benefit  of  these  decrees  was  widiheld,  and 
the  property,  the  restitution  of  which  had 
been  directed  by  judicial  authority,  was 
condemned  in  the  same  court  as  prize  to 
the  king.  Other  ships  and  effects  which 
were  under  adjudication  aet  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  and  Which,  as  appeared 
from  the  proceedings  concerning  them, 
must  also  have  been  decreed  to  be  restor- 
ed, were  condemned,  and  shared  the  same, 
fate : — ^thus  was  an  advantage  taken  of  an 
original  and  admitted  wrong,  and  the 
fruits  of  it  became  the  property  of  the 
crown. — ^It  was  in  vain  to  set  up  in  such  a. 
case  the  imdoubted  right  of  the  crovnij 
under  other  circumstances,  to  the  effects 
of  an  alien  enemy  ;  the  principKes  of  na- 
tural justice,  implanted  in  the  heart  of 
every  man,  must,  in  this  instance,  revolt 
at  such  a  claim ;  and  this  sentiment  was 
happily  sanctioned  by  ancient  practice, 
and  the  highest  authorities.  In  the  year 
1753,  a  memorial  from  the  court  of  Berlin 
was  referred  by  his  late  majesty  to  his 
principal  law-officers  ;  namely  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  the  king's  advocate,  and 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  general ;  which 
situations  werQ  then  respectively  filled  by 
'  sir  George  Lee,  Dr.  Paul,  sir  Dudley  Ry- 
der, and  Mr.  Murray  (afterwards  lord 
Mansfield).  Theirreport^  ia answer,  was 
*  declared  *'  to  be  founded  on  the  principles' 
iof  the  law  of  nations,  received  and  ac« 
)  knowledged  by  authorities  of  the  greatest. 
;  weight  in  all  countries.*'  Of  this  report,  it> 
j  was  said  by  the  president  Montesquieu, 
{ that  it  was  "  une  reponse,  a  laquelle  il  n'y  * 
J  a  pits  de.  replique :"  and  sucii  was-  its 
I  authority^  ^at  the  present  learned  andr 
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highly  respectable  judge  of  the  admi- 
ralty,  sir  William  Scott,  upon  being 
applied  to  in  the  year  1 795  by  Mr.  Jay, 
the  American  minister  in  London,  for  an 
i^count  of  the  principles  which  govern 
our  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  of  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  those  courts,  answered 
the  enquiry  by  transmitting  to  him  an  ex- 
tract from  this  able  and  luminous  state 
paper.  Thi$  document  was  transmitted 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  the  iirst  lord 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  himself,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  Legatich  from  the  court  of  Berlin ;  of 
which  the  following  was  an  extract: — 

*  The  late  war  furnished  many  instances 
'  which  ought  to  have  convinced  all  Eu- 
'  rope  how  scrupulously  the  courts  here 
'  do  justice  upon  such  occasions.  They 
'  did  not  even  avail  themselves  of  an  open 
'  war  to  seize  or  detain  the  effects  of  the 
'  enemy,  when  it  appeared  that  those  ef- 
'  fects  were  taken  wrongfully  before  the 
'  war.'.^— In  the  Report  itself  was  the  pas- 
sage, which  he  wad  about  to  quote/  and 
upon  which  he  would  offer  no  other  com- 
ment than  that  it  most  distinctly  and  for- 
cibly affirmed  the  principles  for  which  he 
was  now  contending,  and  which  he  trusted 
\^uld  be  solemnly  recognized  by  their 
lordships  this  night.  Having  stated  that 
the  conduct  of  civilized  nations  towards 
each  other  was  regulated  by  the  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  courts  had  been  uniformly 
governed  thereby,  and  not  by  motives. of 
national  convenience,  it  thus  concludes : 
'  Upon  this  principle  of  natural  justice, 

*  French  ships  and  ettects  wrongfully  taken 

*  after  th^  Spanish  war,  and  before  the 
'  French  war,  have,  daring  the  heat' of  the 
'  war  with  France,  and  since, *been  re- 
'  stored,  by  sentence  of  your  majesty's 
'  courts,  to  the  French  owners.    No  such 

*  ships  or  effects  ever  were  attempted  to 

*  be  confiscated  as  enemies  property  here 
'  during  the  war;  because,  had  it  not  be^n 
'  for  the  wrong  first  done,-  these  effects 

*  would  not  have  been  in  your  majesty's 
'dominions.' — He  would  offer  to  their 
lordships  only  one  other  authority,  but  it 
was  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  former,  if 
authority  was  to  be  founded  on  knowledge, 
probity,  and  experience :  it  was  that  of 
sir  W.  Wynne,  who  in  the  year  1784, 
won  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  re- 
tfumed  this  answer  to  a  case  which  had 
been  submitted  to  him,  as  king's  advo- 
cate, by  the  loi^ds  commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  :^^  I  think  that  this  ship  and 


'  cargo,  having  been  seized  before  thci 
'  hostilities  between  England  and  France 
'  commenced,  and  having  been  decreed 
'  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  restored. 
'  to  the  claimant,  and  again  seized  in  a 
'  port  of  his  majesty's  dominions,  ought 
^  not  to  have  been  condemned  under  such 
'  circumstances.  The  sentence  is  how- 
'  ever  conclusive,  no  appeal  having  been 

*  interposed  in  due  time ;  but  the  proceeds 
'  are  at  his  majesty's  disposal,  and  1  should 

*  conceive,  that  as  the  sentence  of  con- 

*  demnation  could  not  be  supported,  if  ther 
^  owner  was  in  time  to  appeal  from  it,  ik 
'  would  be  proper  that  his  majesty's  inter. 

*  rest  in  them  should  be  given  up,  and 
'  some  person  nominated  to  receive  the 
^  proceeds  for  the  use  of  the  French  owner.*: 
'  (Signed)    Wm.  Wynne.   Doctors  Com- 
'  mons,  1 8th Nov.  1784.' — Inconsequence 
of  this  opinion,  the  proceeds  of  this  ship- 
and  cargo  were  given  up,  and  paid  to  the 
agents  of  the  French  owners.^Lord  Sid- 
mouth  concluded  by  saying,  that  the  sub- 
ject up6n  which  their  lordships  had  to  de- 
cide, was  now  before  them :  he  had  been 
impelled  to  submit  it  to  their  consideration*  . 
by  a  sense  of  justice  toVvards  individuals, 
and  by  an  ardent  anxiety  for  the  honour  of 
the  country.     The  inducements  to  take 
this  step,  he  felt  to  be  the  more  urgent,  on 
account  of  some  new  doctrines  and  opi- 
nions, unwarrantable,  .as  he  thought,  in 
themselves,  and  most  dangerous  in  their 
tendency,  which  were  too  likely  to   gain 
ground,  as  they  appeared  to  be  counte- 
nanced by  tire  declared  sentiments  and 
evident  policy  of  the   government.     It 
seemed  to  be  imagined,  that  the  flagitious 
conduct  of  France,  and  the  consequences, 
which  hAd  resulted  from  it,  had  absolved 
us  from  the  obligation  of  a  strict   adher- 
ence to  those  principles  of  good  faith  and 
justice,  that  have  been  heretofore  consi- 
dered as  necessary  to  keep  together  the 
great  fabtic  of  civil  society ;  and  further, 
that  the   existence  of  a  gigantic  power^ 
created  and  maintained  by  violence  and 
fraud,  not  only  gave  the  right  of  resisting- 
and  retaliating  upon  that  power,  by  means 
similar  to  those  by  which  it  had  been  es- 
tablished, but  also  justified  us,  with  a  view 
to  our  own  immediate  interests,  in  em- 
ploying the  same  weapons  against  unof- 
fending states,  not  parties  in  our  quarrel : 
in  fine,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
ourselves  to  maintain   an  equal   contest 
with  France,  and  to  counteract  the  danger, 
arising  from  her  extended  doniinion,  it 
was  become  necessary  for  us  to  follow  heri 
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example.  —  Against    such    doctrines    he 
would  ever  protest,  in  the  name  of  ail  that 
.had  hitherto  given  dignity  to  our  councils, 
or  lustre  to  public  or  private  character  ; 
of  all  that,   by  making  this  country  the 
object  of  just  and  general  confidence,  had 
contributed  to  establish  its  reputation,  and 
to  preserve  and  extend  its  influence  and 
power.     He  well  remembered  that,  in  the 
year  1794,  we  were  exhorted  from  the 
throne,  '  to  render  our  conduct  a  contrast 
to  that  of  our  enemies :'  an  exhortation 
worthy  of  the  high  quarter  whence  it  came, 
and  which  made  upon  his  mind  a  defep 
and  lasting  impression.     In  proportion  as 
our  adversary  extended  his  systematic  vio- 
lation of  all  the  principles  of  public  law 
and  natural  justice,  it  should  be  our  ob- 
ject, by  our  conduct  towards  other  states, 
to  manifest  more  strongly,  if  possible,  our 
determination  to  observe  and  to  uphold 
tiiem.     He,  indeed,  could  command  nearly 
the  whole  population  of  the  continent : 
but  the  spirit  by  which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
tuated might  depend,  in  a  gre^t  degree, 
upon  ourselves.     Let  it  therefore  be  our 
endeavour  to  influence  that  spirit,  by  com- 
manding universal  confidence  in  our  ho- 
nour and  good  faith,  as  well  as  respect  for 
our  naval  and  military  power :  let  it  ap- 
pear that,  at  least  in  this  country,  justice 
would  find  a  sanctuary  until  the  storm 
was  overpast,  and  the  authority  of  public 
law  could  again  be  diffused  throughout  the 
civilized  world.     It  had  been  under  these 
impressions,  that  he  had  so  frequently  felt 
it  to  be  a  duty  to  address  the  house  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session :  it  was  under 
these  impressions  that  he  brought  foward 
the  resolutions,  which  he  had  now  to  pro- 
pose; and  he  would  only  add,  that  he 
should  consider  the  present,  as  one  of  the 
most  fortunate,  because  he  was  convinced 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  useful  clays  of 
his  life,  if  the  principles  upon  which  they 
were  founded,  and  the  measures  they  sug- 
gested, sanctioned  as  they  were  by  the 
practice  of  our  ancestors,  and  by  recorded 
opinions  of  the  highest  authority,  should 
meet  with  their  lordships  approbation  and 
support. — Lord   Sidmouth  then  proposed 
the  following   Resolutions;    1.  "That   it 
appears  to  this  house  that  ships  and  other 
property,  to  a  large  number,  and  amount, 
belonging  to  subjects  of  his  Danish  ma- 
jesty, have  been  seized  and  detained  under 
orders,  and  instructions,  issued  before  in- 
formation was  received  by  the  British  go- 
vernmient  of  the  commencement  (if  hosti- 
lities with  Denmark,  and  at  a  time  when 


there  was  no  alleged  or  supposed  canse  of 
war,  or  reprisals ;  and,  when  in  pursuit  of 
a  peaceabje  and  lawful  commerce,  there 
was  an  -unusual  accumulation  of  Danish 
ships  and  cargoes  in  our  ports  under  the 
most  perfect  confidence  of  security ;  and 
that  the  said  ships  and  other  property 
have  been  since  condemned  as  prize  to 
the  crown. — 2.  That  in  consideration  of 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  under 
which  the  said  orders  and  instructions  were 
issued,  it  is  highly  expedient,  that,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  such  Bri- 
tish subjects  as  may  have  sufiered  from  the 
sequestration  of  their  property  in  Den- 
mark, the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  said  ships  and  other  ettects  should  be 
suspended,  so  that  no  obstacle  may  be  oc- 
casioned thereby  to  such  eventual  com- 
pensation to  the  original  owners^  as  cir- 
cumstances may  appear  to  admit  of,  and 
as  his  majesty,  in  his  justice  and  liberality, 
may  be  pleased  to  direct. — 3.  That  it 
would  be  highly  honourable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  this  country,  that,  considering 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present 
case,  all  mariners  and  others,  detained  and 
taken  under  the  orders  and  instructions 
aforesaid,  should  be  released  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  his .  majesty  may 
think  fit  to  require. — 4*.  That  at  the  time 
of  issuing  the  orders  and  instructions  afore- 
said, there  were  also  in  the  ports  of  this 
kingdom,  many  ships,  and  cargoes,  be- 
longing to  subjects  of  his  Danish  majesty, 
which,  having  been  unjustly  and  wrcmg- 
fully  brought  into  the  said  ports,  had  been 
decreed  to  be  restored  to  the  owners ;  and 
that  many  more  then  under  adjudication, 
must,  as  it  appears,  have  been  in  like 
manner,,  decreed  to  be  restored;  that 
freight-m^ey,  to  a  large  amount,  had 
been,  and  other  sums  of  the  like  n^re 
must  have  been,  pronounced  to  be  due ; 
all  which  ships,  cargoes^  and  freight-mo- 
ney, have,  in  consequence  of  the  super- 
vening hostilities,  been  condemned  as  prize 
to  the  crown. — ^V.  That  it  is. essential  to 
justice^  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British 
name,  as  well  as  conformable  to  the  an- 
cient practice  of  our  courts,  and  to  the  es- 
tablished principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
that  effectual  means  be  adopted  for  giving 
to  the  owners  of  the  said  ships,  aod  other 
property,  the  full  benefit  of  the  decrees 
pronounced  in  their  favour  by  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty,  or  by  his  majesty's 
High  Court  of  Appeal  fpr  prizes ;  and  the 
adoption  of  such  means  is  rendered  the 
more  obligatory  on  the  faith  of  this  na« 
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tion,  inasmuch  as  the  positive  stipulatioa 
of  a  treaty  then  subsisting  between  this 
country  and  Denmark,  was  intended  to 
provide  against  a  delay,  which,  however 
unavoidable  in  the  present  instances,  has 
proved  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
subjects  of  Denmark. — 6.  That  it  is  equally 
essential  to  justice^  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  British  name,  that  the  crews,  or  such 
part  of  them  as  had  remained  in  this  king- 
dom for  the  better  custody  and  protection 
of  the  ships  and  cargoes,  so  as  aforesaid 
ordered  to  be  restored,  should  no  longer 
be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war. — 7. 
That  the  principles  of  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions be  considei-ed  as  extending  to  the 
proceedings  of  all  his  majesty's  courts  of 
prize,  wherever  the  facts  of  the  case, 
which  at  present  are  not  before  this  house, 
shall  warrant  their  application.^' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  contended,  that  the 
real  question  before  the  house  was  not 
with  respect  to  those  principles  of  justice 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  but  with  re- 
spect to  their  application^  under  certain 
circumstances ;  it  being  quite  clear  to  his 
mind,  that  there  were  circumstances  under 
which  the  application  of  those  principles 
must  be  very  different  to  what  it  would  be 
under  other  circumstances.  With  respect 
to  the  opinion  of  those  eminent  men  whom 
the  noble  lord  had  quoted^  it  was  quite 
clear  that  it  was  not  the  opinion  upon 
which  the  state  had  acted,  as  in  the  year 
1761  a  diametrically  opposite  doctrine  was 
held,  and  this  country  would  not  subse- 
quently make  peace  with  France  until  she 
gave  up  the  demand  that  no  vessels  should 
be  considered  as  captures  which  were  taken 
previous  to  hostilities,  or  the  issuing  of  re- 
prisals. With  respect  also  to  the  opinion 
of  sir  W.  Wynne,  a  decision  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  in  1779,  was  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  it.  An  article  upon  this  subject 
was  formerly  inserted  in  the  several  trea- 
ties, and  from  forming  part  of  the  conven- 
tional law  of  nations^  bad  been  confounded 
with  the' unwritten  law.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  however,  that*as  the  law  stood, 
all  enemy's  property  was  forfeited  to  the 
crown ;  a  vessel  therefore  detained,  al- 
though at  the  time  there  might  be  no  rea- 
son for  the  detention,  yet  from  the  circum- 
stances of*  hostilities  commencing,  became 
forfeited  to  the  crown.  This  might  operate 
as  a  hard  case  in  many  instances  upon  in- 
dividuals :  but  he  had  great  doubts  that 
there  could  be  any  thing  like  a  commer- 
cial peace  and  a  political  war  at  the  same 
time  ;  he  thought  such  a  9ystem»  sind  the 


idea  of  compensation  for  losses,  would  only 
lead  to  ruinous  speculations  on  the  part  of 
individuals.  He  saw  no  ground  tor  the 
interposition  of  the  house,  and  should 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

Lord  Erskine  admitted  that  the  vessels 
detained  must  be  forfeited  to  the  crown  as 
enemy's  property,  and  that  the  .court  of 
admiralty  could  sive  no  relief;  but  that 
was  no  reason  why  the  crown  could  not 
give  relief.  On  the  contrary,  that  waft 
the  very  object  of  his  noble  friend's  pro- 
position in  this  case,  to  address  the  crown> 
with  the  view  of  relieving  those  who  had' 
suffered  from  the  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple of  law.  This  proposition  had  his  full 
and  entire  approbation,  and  those  who 
combated  it  must  shew  that  there  was  an. 
actual  necessity  for  detaining  and  keeping 
these  trading  vessels ;  otherwise  the  owners 
were  entitled  in  justice  to  a  compensation. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  contended,  that  neither 
the  noble  viscount,  nor  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  had  proved  that  there  was' 
any  departure  in  this  instance  from  the 
usage  and  practice  with  respect  to  other 
nations,  or  that,  bainz  consistent  with  sucll^ 
practice  and  usage,  there  was  any  injustice 
committed.  There  could  :  not  be  any 
doubt  as  to  the  law,  that  enemy's  property- 
was  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  therefore, 
that  detained  vessels  in  the  event  of  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  became  for- 
feited. 

Lord  Elienborough  said,  ftie  motion  of  his 
noble  friend  did  not  go  to  ask  a  favour  of 
his  majesty,  in  surrendering  any  thing  to 
which  he  was  entitled  jure  corona  ;  but 
purely  to  demand  from  the  justice  and 
honour  of  the  country  the  restitution  of 
those  ships,  which  had  been  seized  at  a 
period  when  peace  and  amity  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries  ;  when  we  were 
holding  out  inducements  to  them  to  con- 
fide in  our  assurances  of  continued  friend- 
ship ;  at  a  period,  in  fact,  when  their  ships 
were  in  a  manner  domiciliated  in  our  courts 
of  admiralty. 

Earl  Stanhope  could  not  avoid  making 
some  observations  upon  the  question  be- 
fore the  house.  His  lordship  proceeded 
to  quote  different  passages  from  Magna 
Charta,  as  to  the  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality to  be  exercised  by  the  people  of 
this  country  towards  strangers  trading  to- 
wards our  coasts ;  and  comparing  these 
passages,  and  the  induceme;its  held  out  to 
the  Danes  to  consider  the  amicable  rela- 
tions between  them  and  this  country  se- 
cure, asked«  if  our  afterwards  seizing,  ag 
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lawftil  priees,  on  the  vessels  which,  in  time 
of  peace,  we  had  detained,  could  be  re- 
garded as  any  thing  short  of  chousing  and 
rascality }  He  thought  the  motion  did 
great  honour  to  the  noble  viscount,  and 
must  raise  him  still  higher  than  he  at  pre- 
sent stood  in  the  opinion  of  the  country 
and  every  honest  man. 

The  £arl  of  Lauderdale  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  the  peculiar 
claim  which  the  Danes  had  upon  our  per- 
forming some  act  of  remuneration  for  the 
losses  which  they  had  suffered.  They  had 
been  particularly  impressed  with  the  good 
faith  of  this  country,  and  entertained  a 
strong  selise  of  its  honour  and  integrity. 
By  no  other  means  could  any  people  in 
their  situation  have  been  led  to  s*nd  their 
ships  to  the  ports  of  England.  G.  Britain 
had  hitherto  been  celebrated  for  her  love 
of  justice,  her  honour>  and  her  sincerity  ; 
ill  Uiis  disposition  the  Danish  merchants 
unwarHy  confided,  and  were  ruined.--^ 
The  house  then  divided  on  the  question, 
that  k»rd  Sid  mouth's  motion  be  now  put: 
Contents,  16;  Non-contents,  36.  Majo- 
rity, 20. — ^And,  on  the  fourth  Resolution, 
smother  division  took  pjace :  Contents,  16; 

Non-contents,  37.     Majority,  21. 

<———*■  I  ■»■ . 

ROUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday y  May  17. 
[Conduct  of  Mar<iuis  W«i/LBSLEf — 
Carnatic  Question.]  Sir  Tkomm  Turton 
rose  to  move  his  promised  Resolutions  re- 
specting the  deposition  of  the  nabob  of 
the  Carnatic.  He  began  by  requesting 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  unconnected 
as  he  was  with  any  party,  and  unsupported 
by  any  influence  except  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  strength  of  the  cause. 
Before  he  had  become  a  member  of  the 
house,  his  attention  had  been  turned  to  the 
subject  by  different  motions  for  papers 
which  had  been  made,  and  he  was  then 
anxious  that  the  matter  should  be  tho- 
roughly investigated ;  feeling,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  for  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  the  country.  When  he 
come  into  parliament,  he  fi>und  the  ques- 
tion still  floating,  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  inducesome  other  member  to  bring 
it  forward,  prefeiTing  to  be  the  seconder 
rather  than  the  mover :  no  choice,  how- 
ever, was"  left  him.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  to  whom  he  had  particu- 
larly looked,  had  found  himself  in  circuni- 
stances  that  prevented  his  urging  the  ques- 
tion, as  it  might  have  much  embarrassed 
diose  vnth  whom*  he  acted.    He  bad  mxy 


doubt  however,  that  that  right  hon.  gent, 
was  convinced  that  he  had  •  just  grounds 
for  what  he  did.     He  did  not  mean  to  im- 
peach  his  public  spirit,  which  certainly^ 
on  many  occasions,  had  shewn  itself  supe- 
rior to  any  private  faotive  or  consideratTon 
whatever  :    and  even  on  this  subject,  the 
right  hon.  getit.  had  seized  the  occasion 
of  a  motion  lor  papers  to  declare,  that  a 
more  inhuman,  a  taore  atrocious,  and  a 
mm-e  disgraceful  act  never  had  disgraced 
any  government.     He  had  every  dispost* 
tion  to  think  well  of  the  politics  of  the 
marqais  Wellesley,  who  had  been  eda- 
cated  in  the  same  school  with  Mr.  I^tt, 
and  had  for  some  time  followed  his  steps  ; 
but  it  the  same  time,  he  had  no  hesitation 
to  declare,  that  if  he  was  gaiky  of  the  acts 
detailed  in  these  papers^  he  was  a  most 
improper  minister  For  this  country,  as  he 
might  bring  into  our  councils  that  tyranny 
which  had  disgraced  his  Indian  govern- 
ment.— ^The  hon.   baronet   then   gave  a 
brief  historical  view  of  the  pfogress  of  the 
company's  interference  with  the  Ca^natic,- 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war  4;hat  ended 
in  1754,  when  they  supported  One  candi- 
date for  the  musnud  in  oppositioA  to  ano- 
ther supported  by  the  French,  down  to  the 
treaty  of  17Q6  with  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  by 
which  the  payment  of  a  certain  kist  was 
secured  to  the  company.     That  treaty  con- 
tinued till  the  deaith  of  Oiffdut  ul  Omrah, 
in  1801,'  when  those  disgraceful  transac- 
tions commenced  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,    opposite  hftd    not  coloured   mote 
strongly  than  they  deserved.     On  the  5th 
of  July  180!,  colonel   M'Neil  advanced 
to  the  palaee  of  Chepauk,  with  troops, 
und^r  pretence  of  preventing  c<^mmotion 
at  the  death  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah.     On 
their  entrance  the  old  monarch,  labouring 
under  the  disorder  which  in  eight  days 
after    terminated    his   existence,    sprotig 
from  his  bed  and  begged  of  major  Grant 
not  fo^  expose  him  to  the  contenipt  of  his 
subjects,  by  penetrating  into  the  interior 
of  hir)  palace  \   and  major  Grant  applied 
for  instructi^ons  to  col.  McNeil,  who  ftokn 
motives  of  humanity  did  not  enter.     The 
troops,  however,   reAiained,  i^ui^ounding 
the  pal^e  from  the  5th  to  the  I5th,  when 
Omdut  ul  Otiirah  died,  to  all  appearance 
in  perfect  a^mity  with  the  company.    At 
no  period  were  our  dominions  in  India- 
more  quiet  and  secure  than  at  Hh^  time 
when  this  outrage  was  (iotnmitted,  under 
the  pretence  of  guarding  agaiitet  a  petty 
commotion.     On  the  saim^  day  on  which' 
the  old>  ihionarcll'  died>  the  prince^  hfi^ 
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heir,  was  dragged  irom  his  apartment,  and 
called  upop  to  answer  to  certain  interroga- 
tories, on  a  charge  of  treachery  preferred 
against  his  father.     He  was  told  that  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  carried  on  a 
treacherous  correspondence  with  Hyder 
AUi  and   Tippoo  Sultaiin,  and  that  he, 
though  innocent,  was  to  be  deprived  of  his 
dominions  and   reduced  to  the  situation 
of  a  private  person,  where  he  expected  to 
be  a  sovereign  ;  that  his  succession  would 
be  set  aside,  and  another  placed  on  the 
musnud,  unless  he  complied  with  certain 
requisitions,  which  were,  thai;  be  should 
give  up  the  civil  and  military  administra- 
tion of  his  possessions,  and  accept  of  an 
indefinite  sum  to  keep  up  his  dignity,  and 
of  a  body  guard  furnished  by  the  com- 
pany.— ^The  hon.  bai'onet  gave  a  minute 
detail  of  the  various  conferences  between 
the  commissioners  of  our  Indian  govern- 
ment and  the  prince,  who,  with  the  advice 
of  two  old  khans,  appointed  regents  by  his 
father,  refused  to  accede  to  these  conditions; 
though  these  khans  were  willing  to  give  any 
reasonable  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
kist.     Among  the  expedients  tried  in  order 
.  to  procure  the  prince's  consent,  intimida- 
tion was  one .     Tr oopera  wi  th  drawn  swords 
paraded  before  the  tent  in  which  one  of 
the  conferences  was  held,  and  the  prince 
was  told  that  the  propositions  did  not  sole- 
ly originate  with  lord  Clive,  but  that  they 
were  sanctioned  by  the  governor^general, 
by  the  court  of  directors,  and  by  the  Bri- 
tish government.      If  the  directors  had 
sanctioned  this  conduct,  their  letters  of  ap- 
probation would,  no  doubt,  have  appeared; 
and  it  was  incumbent  on  those  who  had 
been  members  of  the  Bpitish  government 
at  the  time  to  clear  themselves,  and  to  de- 
clare that  they  knew  nothing  of  this  trans- 
action.    But,  if  they  were  silent,  he  would 
prove  that  they  could  not  have  known  it. 
The  prince,  however,  still   continued  to 
rely  upon  the  faith  and  protection  of  the 
company,  and  was  at  last  told  to  pre- 
pare to  receive  the  final  resolution  of  the 
governor-general,  which  was,  that  his  fu- 
ture situation  would  be  that  of  a  private 
^rson  considered  as  hostile  to  the  Bri- 
tish interests.     Where  was  British  justice 
then?    From  the  year  1798,  when  lord 
Wellesley  had  landed  in  India,  the  kists 
had  been  paid  with  a  fidelity  almost  un- 
precedented, and  yet  this  was  the  result. 
When  the  commissioners  had  set  aside 
the  prince,  one  would  have  thought  that 
they  would  have  applied  to  the  next  in 
succesaioD ;  but  no :  they  passed  over  two. 


and  opened  a  negociation  with  Azum  ul 
Dowlah,  who  from  his  situation,  they  ima-^ 
gined  would  be  most  likely  to   comply 
with  all  their  requisitions.     He,   as  was 
usual  in  that  country,  had  been  kept  in 
confinement,  and,  when   taken  out,  was 
greatly  frightened  lest  they  were  going  to 
kill  him.     They  found  him,  however,  won- 
derfully well  qualified   to  undertake  the 
government,  and  the  conferences  with  him 
ended  in  his  acknowledging  that  the  whole 
right  was  in  the  company,  his  ancestors 
having  forfeited  it  by  their  treacherous 
correspondence.     The  hon.  baronet  de-> 
clared  that  he  should  have  been  much  sur- 
prized if  this  had  not   been  the  result., 
Azum  would  no  doubt  be  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  his  ancestors  had  been  capable  oC 
acting  very  improperly,  since  they  con-^ 
fined  him.    This  puppet  was  presented  in 
form  to  lord  Clive,  on  the  ^6th  of  July,  and 
on  the  28th  was, installed  in  the  musnud>  on 
which  occasion,  none  of  the  nobles  attend- 
ed, except  one,  who  was  now  an  outcast 
from  all  parties.     A  treaty  was  executed 
on  the  31st,  in  which  it  was  stated  that, 
the  hereditary  right  of  Azum  Ul  Dowlah, 
to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  company.     But  thist 
being  communicated  to  the  governor-gene-, 
ral,  this  expression  of  right  was  objected 
to,  and  a  direction  sent  to  lord  Clive  to. 
get  the  words  altered,  if  he  conveniently 
could,  and  to  have  it  stated,  that  Azum  had 
been  established  in  the  possessions  of  his. 
ancestors  by  the  liberality  and  moderation 
of  the  company's  government,  which  li- 
berality extended  to  the  provision  of  a 
gujard  of  their  own  for  him>  and  a  promise, 
of  a  sum  to  support  his  dignity.     But,, 
what  was  remarkable  in  this  treaty  waa, 
that  it  in  one  part  gave  these  possessions, 
and  in  another  took  them  away.      Th» 
rightful  prince  was,  from  the  15  th  of  July, 
1802,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  confined, 
with  his  mother  in  the  palace  of  Chepauk, 
which  was  his  own  private  property  ;  but 
where,  notwithstanding,  Azum  resided.— 
The  hon.  baronet  dweU  upon  the  impru- 
dence and  indecency  of  placing  the  prince 
in  the  same  palace  with  the  usurper,  and 
stated  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Addington  heard 
of  it^  orders  had  been  seot  out  to  remove 
him.     He.  would  not  charge  the. persons 
concerned  in  this  with  murder,  such  as 
that  which  was  sometimes  proved  at  the 
Old  Bailey;  he  would  not  say  that  lord 
Clive  could  have  had  an  intention  to  have 
the  prince  assassinated  ;  but  he  affirmed, 
that  those  who  placed  him  in  such  a  daa<d 
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gerous  situation  with  their  eyes  open  were 
inforo  consckntict,  in  a  great  degree  impli- 
cated.    The  hon.  baronet  here  adverted 
to  a  pamphlet,  entitled      "  The  Caraatic 
Question  stated,^'  and  said  that  he  never 
read  so  disgraceful  a  defence  of  any  trans- 
action, or  one  which  was  more  calculated 
to  condemn  the  party  in  whose  favour  it 
was  written.     With  regard  to  \«hat  had 
been  said  of  himself  in  it,  he  pitied  the 
author  if  he  wrote  from  necessity ;  if  not, 
he  despised  him.     He  had  scarcely  ever 
seen  a  production  on  any  political  question 
that  contained  such  monstrous,  he  might 
say,  such  villainous  doctrines.     Was  it  tali 
auxilio,  drfensoribus  istis,  that  marquis  Wel- 
lesley  was  forced  to  be  protected  ?  Revert- 
ing to  the  situation  of  the  prince,  he  stated, 
that  the  unhappy  man,  after  several  ineffec- 
tual petitions  to  be  removed,  had  written 
a  letter,  in  which  he  strongly  pleaded  for 
being  sent  to  another  place,  instead  of 
being  kept  constantly  in^  the  power  of  the 
usurper,  who  had  only  to  conimit  one  act 
to  finish- his  crimes.     This  proved  prophe- 
tical ;    for  the  prince  not  long  after  died 
of  a  dysentery.     He  would  not  take  upon 
himself  absolutely  to  affirm,  that  there  was 
lomething  unfair  in  jthis  transaction,  but 
he  would  say,  that  he  believed  there  was. 
In  these  transactions  he  could  discern  no- 
thing of  the  British  character.    The  mo- 
ment they  passed  the  Cape,  he  believed, 
with  Mr.  Burke,  that  they  unbaptized 
themselves ;  and  that  when  they  landed 
in  India,  they  became  something  like  the 
Upas  tree,  described  by  a  Swedish  travel- 
ler, that  blasted  and  destroyed  every  thing 
that  came  within  the  reach  of  its  perni- 
cious influence. — ^The  hon.  baronet  then 
entered    upon   the   examination  •  of  the 
alledged  treacherous  correspondence    of 
Wallajah  and  Omdut    ul    Omrah,    with 
Hyder  and  Tippoo,  and  contended  that 
there  was  nothing  in  it  that  could  be  con- 
sidered   as    sufficient    evidence    of   the 
charge.       He   several    times    asked   the 
hon.  baronet  opposite  (sir  John  Anstrut- 
ther),  whether  he  would  admit  such  evi- 
dence in  his  court   in  India?     The  8th 
letter  was  merely  a  translation  of  a  copy, 
and  he  asked  if  any  lawyer  would  admit 
this  as  evidence.      The    9th   was   from 
Tippoo  to  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  in  which  the 
latter  was  stiied  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
though  the  letter  was  dated    1792,  and 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  had  not  ascended  the 
musnud  till    1796,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  the  document  was  a  forgery. 
The  hon.  baronet  went.thrpugh  all  the  23 


letters,  commenting  upon  each  separately, 
and  contending  that  as  they  were  merely 
representations  of  third   parties  of  what 
they  had  heard,  they  were  totally  inad- 
missible as  evidences  of  the  guilt  of  Wal- 
lajah.      But,   even  admitting    that  they 
could  be  received  as  evidence,  he  asserted 
that  no  honest  man  could  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  say,  that  they  con- 
tained any  indication  of  hostile  intention 
on  the  part  of  that  prince,  or  of  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  much  less,  evidence  sufficient  to 
justify  the  deposition  of  a  sovereign  ,and 
the  usurpation  of  his  dominions.     Upon 
the  parole  evidence  he  observed,  that  it 
was  given  by  the  creatures  of  Tippoo,  and 
the  immediate  dependants  of  the  company, 
whom  they  alternately  cajoled  and  threat- 
ened into  giving  such  an  account  of  the 
correspondence  as  it  was  the  wish  and  in- 
terest of  the  British  government,  at  the 
time,  should  be  given.     But  neither  by 
promises  nor  threats,  to  their  own  wit- 
nesses, could  they  attain  their  object  of 
making  good  the  accusation.     And  even 
supposing    that  Wallajah   or   Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  had  'been  guilty  of  the  alleged 
offisnces,  what    ground   did    his    actions 
afibrd  for  the  punishment  of  the  son  of 
the  latter,  and  the  grandson  of  the  former  > 
He  put  it  to  the  house  what  efiect  such 
conduct  would  have,  were  any  minister 
wicked  or  daring  enough  to  attempt  to 
practise  it  in  this  country  ?  And  was  not 
justice  the  same  all  over  the  world,  or  had 
we  one  set  of  principles  for  India  and 
another  for  England  ?  With  a  view  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  he  maintained^ 
that  the  extension  of  our  Indian  territory 
tended  only  to  entail  an  immense  load  of 
debt  upon  the  country.     But  this  was  but 
a  secondary  consideration,  when  compared 
with  the  iniquitous  spoliation  of  an  inde- 
pendant  sovereign.     Before  sitting  down, 
he  conjured  the  house  by  the  national  ho- 
nour and  faith,  of  which  it  was  the  guar* 
dian  ;  he  conjured  his  majesty's  ministers 
in  the  name  of  the  national  character,  of 
which  they  were  the  protectors  ;  he  con- 
jured every  man  in  the  name  of  that  eter- 
nal justice  which  was  the  foundation  of 
our  happiness  here  and  hereafter,  to  con- 
sider the  importance  of  the  vote  which  he 
was  to  give  this  evening.     He  was  confi- 
dent that  it  was  essential  to  the  seciirity  of 
our  Indian  empire  to  declare  that  the  Bri- 
tish legislature  never  would  sanction  any 
unjust  or  tyrannical  act. — ^The  hon.  baro- 
net concluded  a  long  and  masterly  speech 
with  moving  the  following  Resoiutiona ; 
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.  Resolved,  U  "That  it  appejars  to  this 
house>  that  Mahommed  Aliy^  othenvise 
called  Wallah  Jah,  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
was  an  ally  of  the  East  India  Company, 
and  undei*  a  vicissitude  of  fortunes,  attend- 
ant on  the  introduction  of  the  British 
power  in  India,  adhered  to  the  British 
tailse,  when  it  was  endangered  by  the 
contending  interests  and  arms  of  France  ; 
that  under  a  just  sense  of  the  services  so 
rendered  by  Mahommed  Allv,  and  with 
the  especial  view  to  prevent  ail  future  con- 
ti'oversy  respecting  the  succession  to  that 
kingdom,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right 
m  the  person  of  the  nabob  Mahommed 
Ally,  and  in  his  heirs  and  successors  for 
ever,  was  procured  in  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Paris  in  the  year  17G3,  and  formally 
recognised  therein  by  the  powers  of  Eng- 
land and  France, — ^That  at  various  times 
since,  the  East  India  Company  have  en- 
tered into  divers  agreements  and  treaties, 
through  their  governments  in  India,  with 
Mahommed  Ally,  under  the  character  and 
title  of  nabob  oi  Arcot^  or  of  the  Carnatic, 

-  for  the  express  purpose,  and  *with  the 
avowed  >intent,  of  defending,  jointly  with 
their  own,  the  title  and  rights  of  the  said 
tiabob  ;  and  especially  in  two  treaties  con- 
cluded in  the  years  1787,  and  1792,  the 
latter^of  which  purports  to  be  ^  treaty  exe- 
cuted on  beh?lf  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany^ their  heirs  and  successors,  and  to  be 
mutually  binding  as  well  on  them  as  on 
liis  highness  the  nabob  Mahommed  Ally, 
and  his  successor,  his  eldest  son  Omdut  u1 
Omral),  and  his  heirs  and  successors ;  that 
such  treaty  of  1792  remained  in  force, 
and  as  such,  obligatory  on  the  contract^ 
in^  parties,  at  the  death  of  the  said  Ma- 
hommed Ally,  which  happened  in  the 
year  1796,  who  at  his  death  was  succeeded 
oy  his  said  son  Omdut  ul  Oiprah — ^That 
me  said  Omdut  ul  Onirah  died  in  the 
month  of  July,  .1801,  without  aiiy  altera- 
tion or  modiiication  of  the  said  treaty  hav- 
ing been  made  in  his  life  time. — 2.  That 
It  spears  to  this  house;,  that  the  said  na- 
bob Omdut  ul  Omrah  made  a  will,  or 
testamentary  writing,  by  which  he  ap- 
pointed his  501^  the  prince  Ally  Hussein 
Jab  ul  Omrahj  &c.  his  heir  and  successor 

ia  the  dominions  of  the  Carnatic.  An  in- 
strument which  is  admitted  b v  the  British 
government  in  India  to  have  been  Gon^>e- 
tently  executed,  and  in  forrn^  dispositioi^, 
and  principle,  consonant  tp  the  Mahom- 
medan  Jaw.  That  by  such  will  the  said 
ptince  Ally  Hussein  became^  on  succeed- 
wg  to  the  rights  of  his  &ther>  a  parity  U> 
Vol.  XI.  ^ 


the  treaty  of  1792,  which  expressly  in- 
cluded the  heii-s  and  successors 'of  the  Said 
Omdut  ^ul  Ohirah,  and  in  virtue  thereof 
entitled  to  the  benefits,  and  bound  to  the 
observance  of  all  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  such  treaty.     That  the  siid  prince  AUy 
Hussein,  on  his  succession,  professed  his 
readiness  and  determination  strictly  to  fulf- 
ill all  the  obligations  of  the  said  treaty, 
and  required  the  fulfilment  of  the  corres- 
pondent obligations  by  the  government  of 
India. — 3.  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  the   government  of  Madras,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  instructions  from 
the  marquis  Wellesley*  the  governor  ge- 
neral of  India,  refused  to  admit  the  sait! 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  to  succeed  to  the  mus- 
nud  of  the  Carnatic,  in  virtue  of  the  will 
of  his  father  the  late  nabob,  and  of  the 
said  treaty  of  1 792,  unless  he  would  pre*- 
viously  consent  to  an  ignominious  ^nd 
disgraceful  surrender  of  all  his  rights  in 
the  territorial  possessions  of  the  Carnatic^ 
and  accept  in  lieu  thereof  an  ihdefinite 
sum  as  a  bounty  or  gratuity  firom  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  on   the  steady  and  dignified 
refusal  of  the  said  prince  to  accede  to  this 
unworthy  and  humiliating  proposition,  his 
succession  was  set  aside,  and  ahother  an^ 
more  distant  branch  nf  the  family  of  Ma- 
hommed Ally^,  namely,  Azeeha  u(  Dowlah, 
was  placed  on  the  throne  tA'  the  Carnatic, 
on  his  acceptance  of  the  above  disgrace- 
fill  and  servile  conditions. — ^^4-.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house,  that  the  said  Azeem 
ul  ^owlah,  was  raised  to  the  musmid  ef 
the  Carnatic,  in  the  room  of j  and  through 
the  disinherison  of  the  lawful  successor, 
prince  Ally  Hussein  ;— that  the  injustice 
and  tyranny  of  the  act  was  nol;  more  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  name  and  character 
than  the  unfounded  pretexts  by  which  it 
is  attempted  to  be  justified.  Inasmuch  as 
the  pretended  treason  of  the  said  nabobs 
Mahommed  Ally  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah> 
on  which  the  assumption  of  the  Camatie 
was  founded,  although  alledged  to  have 
been  discovered  two  years  preceding  the 
d^ath    of  the  latter  prince,   was  never 
brouff'ht  forward  during  his  life,  and  couM 
by  no  possible  construction  affect  the  right 
01  the  daid  Ally  Hussein,  the  innocent  an4 
unoffending  successor  of  the  said  nabe^. 
This  house,  therefore,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  British  power  in  India,  intrusted  to  th6 
marquis  Wellesley,  has,  in  this  mstance^ 
been  eftoployed  by  him  wantonly  «aid  mt- 
justly,  to  dejjrive  the  lawful  h'eir  to  tht 
Carnatic  of  his  undoubted  rights,  contvary 
to  evely  jirinciple  of  justice  an^  e<}uity. 
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in  yiolatiou  of  the  sacred  faith  of  treaties, 
and  to  the  degradation  of  the  British  name 
and  character  in  India. — 3.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house  that  the  person  of  the 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  the  rightful  nabob  of 
Arcot,  was  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the    said   Azeem   ul  Dowlah,  who  had, 
through  the  undue  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  company,  usurped  hrs  dominions  ; 
that  the  said  prince  Ally   Hussein,  not- 
withstanding  the  frequent  remonstrances 
and  representations  made  to  the  British 
government,  by  himself  and  others,  of  the 
humiliating  and  degrading  state  to  which 
he  and  his  family  were  reduced  by  such 
confinement — ^notwithstanding  his  repre- 
sentations of  the  imminent  danger  to  his 
life,    which,  he  anticipated   from   being 
placed  in  the  power  of  his  enemy,  and  the 
usurper  of  his  throne,  was  suffered  to  con- 
tinue in  such  custody,  until  the  6th  of 
April,  1 802,  when  he  died. — 6.  Resolved, 
That  policy  as  well  as  justice  loudly  de- 
mands the  vindication  of  the  character  of 
Great  Britain  in  India,  from  the  reproach 
of  the  above  transactions  ;    and  that  the 
interests,  if  not  the  preservation  of  our 
empire  there,  calls  for  some  public  act, 
which  will  convince  the  native  princes, 
that  a  religious  adherence  to  its  engage- 
ments, will,  in   future,  characterize  the 
British  government.      Consistently  with 
these  sentiments,  and  at  a  time  when  our 
implacable  enemy  attempts  to  justify  his 
atrocitj^es  and  despotism  in  Europe  by  the 
example  of  our  conduct  in  India,  it  is  pe- 
culiarly incumbent  on  the  house,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  England,  to  declare 
openly  to  the  world,  that  the  British  par- 
liament never  did,  or  will  countenance 
any  act  of  oppression  and  injustice  in  its 
Indian  government.    And  as  evidence  of 
its  sincerity,  this  house  resolves  forthwith 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
beforementioned  act  of  the  assumption  of 
the  Camatic — the  alledged  motives  there- 
of— ^and  into  the  particulars  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  family  of  our  late  ally,  the 
nabob  Mahommed  Ally  and  of  the  prince 
Ally  Hussein,  the  lawful  successor  to  the 
musnud  of  the  Camatic ;  and  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  in- 
quire into,  and  to  report  whether  any  and 
what  reparation  can,  or  ought  to  be  made 
to'  the  said  family,  for  the  injuries  they 
have  sustained  by  the  usurpation  of  the 
said  Azeem  ul  Dowlah  ;    and  that  they 
may  further  report  their  opinion  by  what 
means  the  British  character  can  be  most 
efiectually  rescued  from  the  obloquy  and 


odium  incurred  from  the  above  conduct 
of  its  servants ;  and  how  the  BritisH  inter- 
ests in  India  may  be  best  secured  from  in- 
jury thereby." 

The  question  upon  the  first  Resolution 
being  put  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Wallace  rose  and  began  by  saying 
-^In  offering  myself  to  your  attention, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purpose  of  objecting 
to  the  Resolutions  proposed,  and  taking  a 
view  of  the  event  to  which  they  relate, 
essentially  dlflering  from  that  stated  by 
the  hon.  baronet  who  has  just  sat  down, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  express  some  de- 
gree of  surprise,  arising  from  the  period 
at  which  this  subject  is  now  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house.  If  the 
transaction  in  question  be  of  the  nature 
described  in  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard ; — if  the  epithets  of  foul  and  atro- 
cious, which  have  been  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  it,  have  been  justly  applied ; — 
if  it  does  indeed,  as  vitally  as  it  is  said 
to  do,  involve  the  faith,  the  justice, 
and  the  character  of  the  country  ; — if  it 
is  not  brought  forward  rather  for  the  dis- 
tinction of  an  individual,  than  as  a  neces- 
sary vindication  of  the  national  honour ; 
— it  is  surely  a  matter  of  just  astonish- 
ment, that  it  should  not  be  till  af^er  the 
sixth  year  from  the  time  it  was  first 
brought  under  the  notice  of  this  house, — 
that  it  should  not  be  till  afler  every  docu- 
ment elucidating  it  has  been  printed  and 
reprinted  for  the  consideration  of  three 
successive  parliaments — ^that  we  are  at 
length  arrived  at  this  long  looked  for  dis- 
cussion. I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  hon. 
baronet :  it  is  only  for  a  comparatively 
short  part  of  that  period  he  has  had  a  seat 
in  this  house,  and  I  must  do  him  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  since  he  has  undertaken 
the  business,  I  am  not  aware  of  its  having 
been  delayed  a  single  hour  on  the  ground 
of  his  personal  convenience  ; — but  if  there 
are  those  who  concur  in  his  impressions^ 
who  are  prepared  to  manifest  that  concur- 
rence by  their  votes  this  night,  and  who 
have  enjoyed  opportunities  which  he  has 
not  possessed,  of  appealing  to  the  judg- 
ment of  parliament, — it  will  become  them, 
nay,  sir,  they  owe  it  to  themselves,  to  this 
house,  and  to  their  coimtry,  to  repel,  if 
they  can,  the  charge  of  such  a  dereliction 
of  their  public  duty,  as  irresistibly  results 
from  their  having  endured*,  for  so  long  a 
period,  a  stain  so  foul  to  disgrace  the  British 
name — from  having  \eh  the  national  faith 
and  justice,  six  long  years,  wounded,  im- 
peached, dishonoured^  and^  as  far  as  de- 
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pended  on  their  efforts,  wholly  unredress- 
ed.— Late  as  it  is,  it  must  still  be  a  matter 
of  satisfaction,  as  well  to  the  noble  lord 
against  whom  the  resolutions  are  princi- 
pally directed,  as  to  all  who  either  from 
personal  or  public  motives  feel  an  interest 
in  the  subject  of  them,  that  the  accusation 
is  tinally  before  the  house  ;  and  I  trust 
that  the  decision  of  this  night  (not  such  as 
anticipated  by  the  hon.  baronet,  but  one 
more  consistent  with  substantial  justice) 
will  set  this  question  at  rest  for  ever  ;  that 
it  will  not  be  suffered  to  continue  suspend- 
ed over  our  heads,  or  furnish,  any  longer, 
Bgainst  the  noble  lord  and  our  counsels  in 
India,  a  vehicle  for  every  species  of  libel 
and  calumny,  that  ingenuity,  disappoint- 
ment, and  revenge  can  devise  or  propa- 
gate.— ^That  a  measure  of  the  description 
of  this  now  under  our  consideration  should 
not  excite  clamour  and  hostility  in  some 
quarters,  would  have  been  contrary  to 
every  rational  probability  and  expectation. 
No  man  who  knows  what  has  been  passing 
in  that  part  of  India  for  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years — the  corruptions,  the  abuses, 
the  iniquities,  that  have  prevailed  there, 
but  must  have  foreseen  that  a  measure 
calculated  to  eradicate  those  corruptions, 
to  frustrate  the  hopes  of  avarice,  to  blight 
for  ever  the  harvest  of  plunder  and  extor- 
tion, would  have  to  encounter  a  host  of 
foes,  and  be  assailed  by  detraction  in  every 
form.  But  to  me,  sir,  and  I  trust  equally 
to  the  house,  such  enmity  is  in  fact  its  best 
recommendation — it  is  a  proof  that  it  has 
effectually  accomplished  one  of  its  most 
important  objects  ;  an  object  dear  to  the 
interests  of  humanity,  and  the  happiness 
of  millions,  by  destroying  a  system  the 
most  baneful  that  ever  existed ;  to  which 
not  your  resources  only,  but  the  country 
itself,  and  its  inhabitants  in  all  their  gra- 
dations, were  the  victims;  which  degraded 
the  prince ;  which  impoverished  the  land- 
holder ;  which  oppressed  the  peasant ; 
which  drove  labour  from  the  fieia,  and  in- 
dustry from  the  loom  ;  which  depopulated 
the  provinces,  and  spread  desolation  and 
misery  over  the  whole  face  of  the  land. — 
But,  much,  sir,  as  humanity,  much  as  po- 
licy might  be  interested  in  the  extinction 
of  such  a  system,  had  they  been  the  only 

f  rounds  of  the  great  measure  adopted  ; 
owever  convinced  I  might  have  been  of 
the  soundness  and  the  validity  of  each  of 
them,  I  will  readily  own  I  should  have 
thought  the  justification  they  furnished  in- 
complete and  unsatisfactory.  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  danger  of'^such  alledged 


principles  of  action,  and  the  abuse  to 
which  they  directly  tend ;  it  is  not  on 
these  grounds  that  a  pretence  of  right  is 
founded ;  it  is  on  the  violation  of  every 
tie  of  public  faith,  gratitude,  and  friend- 
ship ;  on  the  contempt  of  the  most  solenui 
engagements  and  binding  duties  of  alliance, 
connected  with  a  systematic  conduct  of 
unequivocal  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  supported  by  facts 
no  man  can  deny,  established  by  infe- 
rences no  man  can  dispute^  that  the  rights 
we  asserted  rest,  and  that  this  measure  was 
embraced  by  those  to  whom  the  care  of 
the  British  interests  in  the  East  was  dele- 
gated, and  whose  first  duty  it  was  to  main- 
tain and  protect  them. — ^The  speech  of  the. 
hon.  baronet,  and  the  resolutions,  convey 
but  a  very  imperfect  outline  of  the  transac- 
tion before  us  :  from  the  documents  on 
your  table  alone,  can  the  real  nature  and 
character  of  it  be  collected.  From  them 
it  will  appear,  that  owing  to  the  perfidious 
and  hostile  conduct  of  the  successive  na- 
bobs Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  it 
became  the  right,  and  was  consequently 
the  duty,  of  the  British  government  to 
provide  for  the  security  of  its  interests,  as 
connected  with  the  Carnatic  ;  the  i^itend- 
ed  exercise  of  this  right  having  been  evad- 
ed by  the  death  of  the  latter,  and  not  ac- 
ceded to  on  the  part  of  his  natural  heir. 
Ally  Hussein,  the  usual  course  of  succes- 
sion was  changed,  and  another  prince  of 
the  same  family  raised,  by  our  powef,  to 
the  throne. — ^The  considerations  arising 
out  of  his  statenxent  obviously  divide  them- 
selves into  the  rights  we  possessed  ;  the  > 
duty  of  exercising  those  rights,  in  the 
manner  and  to  the  extent  in  which  they 
were  exercised  ;  and,  lastly,  the  circum- 
stances with  which  the  exercise  of  them 
were  attended. — Before,  however,  I  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  points  I  have  adverted 
to,  I  feel  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  you  for  a  few  moments,  to  refer 
to  the  state  and  origin  of  our  political  con- 
nection with  the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic, 
because  I  am  desirous  of  correcting  some 
impressions  on  that  subject,  which  the 
hon.  baronet's  speech  seemed  calculated 
to  convey. — Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  India  know  that  the 
family  of  Wallajah  had  no  hereditary 
claim  to  the  situation  of  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  ;  that  the  way  to  the  musnud  was 
opened  to  Anwar-ud-deen,  his  father,  by. 
the  means  of  two  assassinations,  of  which 
he  was  not  supposed  to  be  wholly  innocent. 
This    prince  afterwards  sunk  under  the. 
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united  arms  of  the  l^rench  and  the  soobah 
of  the  Deccail,  and  felt  at  the  battle  of 
Attiboor,  nrhere  bis  eldest  son  was  at  the 
same  time  made  a  prisoner ;  wjiile  his  se- 
cond son,  Mahommed  Ally  (known  sub- 
s^oently  by  the  name  of  Wallajah)  fled, 
stript  of  every  thing,  to  the  fortress  of 
Trichinopoty ;  a  new  nabob  was  imme- 
diately appointed  by  the  victorious  party ^ 
and  the  fortunes  of  the  house  of  Anwar-ud- 
deen  seemed  to  be  for  ever  extinguished. 
In  vain  did  Mahommed  Ally  proclaim  his 
pretended  title  to  the  succession ;  in  vain 
implore  the  friendship  of  the  French,  by 
whom  his  rival  was  avowedly  supported. 
His  last  resource  was  to  solicit  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British   government.     Fortu- 
nately for  him  our  situation  at  the  moment, 
and  the  necessity  of  preserving  our  own 
existence  in  the  peninsula,  forced  upon  us 
that  of  resisting  the  increasing  power  and 
ambitious  projects  of  France.      We  ex- 
tended to  him  therefore  the  protection  he 
solicited  ;  and  how  we  performed  our  part 
nVed  not  now  be  told.     After  an  arduous 
and  glorious  contest,  success  crowned  the 
Bl'itish  arms,  and  the  consequence  of  that 
success  placed  Mahommed  Ally  on  the 
musnud.     Having  thus  raised   him  from 
the  diist,  and,  in  an  evil  hour,  given  him 
the  possession  of  a  great  and  flouri^ing 
kingdom,  having  procured  the  recognition 
of  his  title  both  in  India  and  in  Europe,  it 
is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  services  he 
could  render  that  were  more  than  ade- 
quate to  those  he  had  received — less  than 
fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  power  which 
had'  retrieved  the  fortnnes,  and  revived 
the  splendour  and  power  of  his  house; 
lesft  than  a  fair  participation  in  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  gained   by  our 
arms,  to  the  extent  ifirhich  might  be  neces^ 
sary  to  maintain  the  common  interest  of 
iin  dt^fence.  We  could  not,  in  justice  to 
ourselves,  demand,  and  more  we  did  not 
chiim. — ^t'his,  sly,  is  the  langtiage  of  all 
ibe  treaties  concluded  with  this  prince, 
and  tfiese  the  conditions  of  alt  his  claims 
to  the  support  whkh  he  invariably  ex- 
perienced from  the  British  powei'.-^It  is 
not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  details 
relative  to  what  has  passed  during  the 
connexion  which  has  so  lonff  subsisted  ; 
©t  to  give  you  a  history  of  the  intrigues, 
the   corruptions,  the   impatience  oi  our 
.  power,  the  struggles  for  independance,  and 
the  unprincipled    ambition,  which   have 
been  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  nabob  ; 
neither  do  I  pciean  to  detail  the  instances 
of  his  faithlessness  to  all  his  engagements. 


which  has  in  every  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged,  embarrassed  the  progress  of 
our  arms,  and  more  than  once  brought  our 
affairs  to  the  very  verge  of  ruin;    but  I 
shall  come  at  once  to  what  bears  more 
directly  upon  the  subject  of  our  discussion  ; 
I  mean  the  treaty  concluded  by  sir  Archi- 
bald Campbell  in  the  year  1787. — That 
treaty  was  in  part  pecuniary,  and' in  parf 
political ;  it  provided'  an  annual  sum  for 
the  discharge  of  the  nabob's  debts,  and 
for  a  large  military  subsidy,  for  which  it 
appointed  a  landed  security  ;  and  it  pr^ 
eluded  him  from  entering  into  any  politi- 
cal negociations  or  controversies  witn  any 
state  or  power,  without  the  consent  or  ap- 
probation of  the  president  in  council  of 
Fort  St.  George.— -The  ailed ged  distresses 
of  the  nabob,  and  the  difficulties  he  pro- 
fessed to  feel  in  fulfilling  his  pecuniary 
engagements,  induced  lord  Cornwallis  to 
consent  to  a  revision  of  this  treaty ;    and 
in  consequence  of  that  revision-  a  new 
treaty  was  concluded  in  1792,  between 
the  British  government  in  India  and  Ma- 
hommed Ally,  known  by  the  name  of  lord 
Cornwallis' s  treaty.     By  this  engagement 
the  nabob  was  relieved  from  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  burthen  of  his  payments, 
and  his  son  Omdut-ul-Omrah  was  acknow- 
ledged as  his  successor. — ^For  this  modifica- 
tion of  our  rights,  for  this  relief  of  the  na- 
bob, what  was  our  compensation  ?  A  re- 
cognized power  of  assuming  thh  civil  and 
military  achninistration  in  time  of  war, 
which  we  had    before  really  possessed* 
and  practically  ejcerci^d  :     a  security* 
supposed  more  efficient,  for  the  regular 
and  permanent  discharge  of  the  military 
subsidy ;  and  a  renewal,  in  more  precise 
;  terms,  of  the  article  precluding  all  politi- 
'  cat  correspondence  between  the  nabobs  of 
the  Carnatic  and  foreign  powers,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  British  government.* 

*  Tenth  article  of  Treaty  of  1792.— 
"The  said  Nawaub  shall  receive  regular  in- 
formation of  all  negociations  which  shall 
relate  to  declaring  war  or  to  making  peace* 
wherein  the  said  Conirpany  may  engage, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Carnatic  and  its 
dependencies  may  be  concerned ;  and  the 
said  Nawaub  shall  be  considered  as  an 
ally  of'  the  said  Company  in  all  treaties 
which  shall  in  any  respect  a^ct  the  Car-« 
natiq,  and  ipountries  depending  thereon,  or 
belonging  le  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  contiguous  thereto;  and  the  said 
Nawaub  agrees  thikt  he  will  not  enter  into 
any  negoeiation  or  political  correspon- 
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Tliis  treaty,  exhibiting  on  our  part  nothing 
but  consiideration  for  the  situation  and 
feelings  of  .the  nabob,  and  giving  us  addi- 
tional claims  to  his  attachment  and  grati- 
tude, was  scarcely  concluded,  before  it 
was  basely  violated,  not  in  its  letter  mere- 
ly, but  in  its  vital  spirit  and  fundamental 
principle.  While  it  was  yet  actujally  ne- 
gociating,  the  nabob  will  be  found  to  have 
commenced  a  correspondence,  not  with  an 
allied  or  friendly  power,  but  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  the  sworn  enemy  of  the  British 
nation,  with  whom  peace  was  only  a  pre- 
paration for  war,  and  the  undisguised  pur- 
pose of  whose  hostility  was  the  total  ex- 
tirpation of  our  name  from  the  peninsula 
of  India.  A  prince,  whose  very  act  and 
thought  bore  testimony  of  irreconcileable 
hate  ;  whose  daily  meditations  and  night- 
ly dreams,  presented  to  him  but  one  ob- 
ject, and  that  object  the  destruction  of  our 
empire.  With  this  man,  did  the  nabobs, 
Wsdlajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  (both 
parties  to  the  treaty  of  1792,)  while  the 
mk  was  yet  wet  with  which  they  signed 
their  engagements  to  be  faithful  to  us  ;  in 
contempt  of  that  solemn  tie,  in  defiance; 
of  every  condition  by  which  their  power 
was  enjoyed  ;  with  this  man,  did  they  so- 
licit communion  and  correspondence ;  to 
his  projects  did  they  become  accessaries, 
and  for  his  successes,  did  the  aged  Walia- 
jah  (as  he' tells  us)  weary  heaven  with  pe- 
titions. Successes  which  could  only  be 
obtained  by  our  loss,  and  triumphs  which 
could  arise  only  from  our  humiliations 
and  defeats. — ^What  rights  such  perfidy, 
when  detected,  confers,  1  shall  discuss  pre* 
aently.  The  first  question  is,'  whether 
there  is  sufficient  proof  in  the  documents 
before  the  house  to  establi^  the  charcpe. 
— I  remember,  sir,  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Shetidan^)  who  formerly  called  our  aCten- 
tion  to  the  subject  of  the  preseQt  discus- 


tion  ?  the  British  government.  This,  sir> 
is  true  ;  and  I  hope  with  these  impres- 
sions, and  with  an  honest  wish  to  decide 
without  prejudice,  I  entered  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  It.  I  know  not  what  credit 
I  may  have  with  the  hon.  gent,  when  I 
declare  the  result  of  that  consideration  to 
have  been,  a  conscientious  conviction,  that 
the  charge  against  the  nabobs  was  sub- 
stantiated. I  do  not  mean,  that  the  evi« 
dence  is  such  as  the  -strict  accuracy  of  a 
British  court  of  justice  might  require;  but 
that  there  arises  from  it  that  degree  of 
presumption,  on  which  nations  have  uni- 
versally acted,  and  on  which  nations  must 
act  if  they  have  any  regard  for  their 
safety.  Tnere  is  reason  for  caution  un: 
doubtedly,  but  caution  ought  not  to  de- 
generate into  timidity ;  and  I  own  I 
should  have  little  respect  for  that  man, 
and  think  him  little  fitted  for  his  situa- 
tion, who,  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  a 
great  people,  from  apprehension  of  the 
clamour  oi'  the  misrepresentation  and  injus* 
tice  he  might  eventually  experience,  could 
consent  to  sacrifice  one  atom  of  the  in* 
terests  he  was  delegated  to  presepe.-— 
The  evidence  is  of  two  kinds,  partly  to  be 
found  in  the  correspondence,  and  partly 
in  the  conduct  of  the  nabob.  The  first 
part  I  shall  consider  is  the  correspondence. 
— ^After  the  fall  of  Seringapatam,  it  is 
known  that  all  the  papers  of  the  sultaun 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  govern- ' 
ment.  In  these  papers  were  discovered 
the  various  negociations  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged  with  different  powera,  and 
amongst  them,  a  correspondence  impli* 
eating  the  nabobs  Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  carried  on  through  the  vakeels, 
who  attended  the  sons  ot  Tippoo  when 
hostages  at  Madras,  for  the  performance 
of  die  conditions  of  peace  in  1792.; — Of 
[  the  authenticity  of  these  papers,  the  hon. 


sion,  and  on  whose  powerful  aid,  the  hon.  \  baronet  has  not  ventured  to  express  much 


baronet  has  told  us,  he  places  his  chief  re- 
fiance  in  this  day's  conflict,  when  address- 
ing you  on  one  of  the  preliminary  discus- 
siop^- relative  to  the  production  of  papers, 
iMipkired  the  house  to  weigh  well  the  de- 
licacy of  the  situation  in  which  it  stood, 
in  coming  to  the  comsideration  of  this 
transaction.  Who,  he  asked,  was  the  ac- 
cuser? the  British  government.  Who 
the  judge  ?  the  British  government.  To 
whom  accrued  the  benefit  of  the  convic- 

»M  I         ■  .  Ill      t       I  ^_^.^^  ,  I  i.»i       .1.  ...  I 

dcitce  with  any  European  or  native  pow- 
er»  without  the  consent' of  the  said  Com- 
pany." 


doubt.  In  fact,  sir,  they  are  so  recog- 
nized by  the  evidence  of  the  vakeels  them- 
selves, through  whom  the  communications 
passed,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  rest  on 
the  circumstance  of  their  transmission  by 
the  governor  general,  whose  authority,  in- 
dependant  of  that  circumstance,  I  would 
not  condescend  to  balance  against  the  sup- 
position of  the  khans,  that  it  was  pos^ble 
they  might  have  been  introduced  among 
Tippoo' s  papers,  by  enemies  of  the  nabob 
Omdut  ul  Omrah. — ^Assumins  then  their 
authenticity,  they  prove  in  the  first  instance* 
that  a  correspondence  was  carried  oo  be* 
tween  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  nabobs  of 
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the  Carnatic,  through  a  secret  and  un- 
ayowed  channel. — Fully  am  I  aware  of  the 
spirit  of  intrigue  prevailing  among  the 
princes  of  India  ;  and  I  admit,  that  a  cor- 
respondence, which,  in  Europe,  would  in- 
fer a  violation  of  every  tie  of  honour  and 
good  faith,  may  not,  in  the  native  courts, 
be  always  liable  to  such  an  imputation : 
but,  to  that  1  must  answer,  that  the  British 
government  was  known  to  act  on  other 
principles ;  that  it  was  known  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  such  correspondence ; 
that  it  had  anxiously  precluded  them  in 
two  successive  treaties,  and  that  the  nabobs 
had  every  reason  to  be  sufficiently  con- 
scious of  the  interpretation  we  should  put 
upon,  and  the  indignation  we  should  feel, 
at  the  discovery  of  such  clandestine  in- 
tercourse.-r- The ,  first  observation,  then, 
that  presents  itself  is,  that  any  corres- 
pondence between  the  parties  in  question^ 
was  at  least  a  ground  of  grave  suspicion. 
Next,  that  a  correspondence  carried  on  in 
defiance  of  the  warnings  arising  out  of  the 
treaties,  and  with  a  certainty  of  the  feel- 
ings that  would  be  excited  by  the  detec- 
tion of  it,  could  not  be  one  of  idle  form  or 
empty  compliment ;  that  it  must  have  had 
distinct  objects,  and  objects  of  an  interest 
commensurate  to  the  risk  incurred ;  ob- 
jects which  demanded  secrecy,  and  ren- 
dered the  precautions  resorted  to,  not  su- 
perfluous ;  that  this  correspondence  must 
therefore  have  been  of  a  nature,  not  less 
important  in  itself  than  inconsistent  with 
the  relations  of  good  faith,  common  in- 
terest, and  friendly  connection,  in  which 
the  nabobs  stood  towards  the  British  go- 
vernment. Such,  I  say,  would  be  the  in- 
ference from  the  very  existence  of  a  se- 
cret correspondence,  between  parties  so 
circumstanced  as  the  nabobs  and  Tippoo 
Sultaun.  The  one,  our  ally,  united  to  us' 
by  every  tie  that  can  be  supposed  binding 
on  man ;  the  other,  instigated  by  the  most 
inveterate  hate,  and  in  the  very  act  of 
meditating,  if  not  preparing  hostilities 
against  us. — If  this  interference  be  a  just 
one,  the  object  of  inquiiy  is,  next,  whether 
there  is  any  thing  in  the  contents  of  the 
papers  themselves  to  invalidate  or  destroy 
It,  or  whether  they  are  not,  (as  I  think  , 
they  will  be  found  to  be  when  fairly  ex- 
amined,) calculated  to  confirm  and  sup- 
port it,  and  when  combined  with  subse- 
quent events,  to  establish  it  beyond  the 
possibility  of  refutation. — ^The  hon.  hart. 
has  objected  to  these  papers  as  being  ex- 
tracts. It  •  is  true,  sir,  they  are  so ;  but 
that  they  are  fairly  taken,  that  they  con- 


vey the  real  sense  and  purport  of  the 
letters  from  which  they  are  drawn,    is 
proved,  by  their  having  been  exhibited  to 
the  very  parties  who  wrote  them,  who, 
disposed  as  they  appear  in  the  course  of 
their  examinations,   to  make   the   inter- 
pretations they  give   most  favourable  to 
the  innocence  of  the  nabobs,  would  un- 
doubtedly have  urged  the  objection,  had 
they  recollected  or  perceived  the  omis- 
sion of  any  passages  in  the  letters,  likely 
to  contraciict  the  obvious  tenor  of  the  ex- 
tracts produced. — ^To  the  general  truth  of 
what  is  related,  (though  the  expressions 
of  personal  regard  may  be,  as  indeed  they 
are  said  to  be,  occasionally  heightened,) 
the  very  situation  in  which  the  vakeels 
stood,  bear,  as  well  as  their  subsequent 
examinations,    ample    testimony.      It   is 
scarce  possible  to  imagine   a  statement, 
generally  speaking,  more  to  be  relied  on, 
than  one  made  by  ministers  without  any 
visible  interest  to  deceive,  intended  for  the 
guidance  of  their  sovereign's  conduct,  and 
of  a  sovereign  too,  of  the  character  of  the 
sultaun,  whose  vigilance  would  probably 
have  detected,  and  who$e  arbitrary  and 
cruel  disposition  would  have  led  him  to 
punish,  any  material  deviation  from  the 
truth,  with  the  last,  and  most  exemplary 
severity.  —  The   general   style  of  these 
papers  is  that  of  extravagant   adulation 
towards  the  sultaun,  and  had  they  con- 
tained no  more,  I  should  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet, 
that  they  would  have  been  little  entitled 
to  our  attention,  as  we  all  know,  that  in 
the  inflated  terms  of  eastern  correspon- 
dence, assurances  of  attachment  and  devo- 
tion,   mean    frequently  nothing  beyond 
common  compliment,  or  at  most,  general 
friendship  and  good  will. — ^But  to  come  to 
the  papers  themselves :  it  is  with  regret 
I  feel  that  the  hon.  baronet's  speech  has 
imposed  upon  me  the  necessity  of  enter- 
ing into  a  detail  that  may  be  fatiguing  to 
the  house;  but  I  can  assure  gentlemei\> 
that  I  shall  detain  them  no  longer  than 
may  be  absolutely  requisite  to  do  justice 
to  the  cause  I  am  supporting,  and  veill  call 
their  attention  to  those  pbints  only,  which 
appear  to  me  most  important  in  directing 
our  judgment,  and  which  are  generally 
confirmed  by  the  concurring   testimony 
of  the  witnesses  examined  at  Vellore. — 
The  first  paper,  with  which  this  singular 
correspondence  commences,  relates  two 
separate  conversations,  which  appear  to 
have  taken  place  between  the  nabob  Wal- 
lajah,  and  the  vakeels  of  Tippoo^  on  the 
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10th  and  13th  of  June  1792.  It  should 
seem,  that  from  the  events  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  course  of  the  last  years,  the 
nabob  entertained  some  doubts  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  proposition  might  be 
received,  and  that"  some  management  was 
requisite  in  the  introduction  of  it :  he 
therefore  begins  by  an  address  to  the  rul- 
ing passion  of  Tippoo's  mind,  his  bigotry 
and  ambition  to  be  universally  considered 
as  the  chief  pillar  and  champion  of  the 
Mahommedan  faith.  In  this  character,  the 
nabob  directs  his  address  to  him,  and 
follows  up  his  expressions  of  attachment 
to  the  faith,  and  to  him  the  protector  of  it, 
by  reprobating,  as  a  confederacy  formed 
for  the  subversion  of  religion,  the  war  re- 
cently concluded.  A  war,  (if  ever  there 
was  one)  strictly  just  and  defensive  on  our 
part,  and  deriving  its  origin  from  the  un- 
warrantable aggressions  of  the  enemy; 
after  then  adverting  to  the  events  of  former 
hostility  as  past  recal,  the  nabob  declares 
his  desire  to  establish  a  cordial  harmony 
with  the  sultaun,  and  earnestly  solicits  the 
vakeel  to  forward  his  purpose,  as  pregnant 
with  great  and  numberless  benefits  to  both 
parties.  Thus,  sir,  is  laid  the  foundation 
of  this  extraordinary  correspondence,  an 
intercourse  between  the  nabobs  and  the 
sultaun. — ^The  subsequent  conversation  is 
sai.{  to  have  passed  in  the  presence  of  lord 
Cornwaliis.  His  expressions  of  attach- 
m*  'It  to  Tippoo,  his  dislike  of  the  war,  are 
b«.  •  !i  expressed  indeed,  but  expressed  in 
more  guarded  terms.  The  circumstance, 
however,  to  which  I  particularly  wish  to 
call  your  attention  in  the  conversation,  is 
this,  that  not  one  syllable  is  breathed, 
which  indicates  the  connection  he  had 
proposed  in  the  former  one.  If,  as  it  has 
been  pretended,  this  was  perfectly  inno- 
cent, if  he  was  acting  only  in  conformity 
to  the  wishes  of  lord  Cornwaliis,  and  this 
connection  was  held  out  merely  to  conci- 
liate the  sultaun,  without  any  sevious  in- 
tention attached  to  it,  why  this  dift'erence  ? 
why  the  suppression  of  all  mention  of  that 
which,  if  known,  could,  on  these  supposi- 
tions, be  known  only  to  his  advantage  ? — 
The  next  letter  on  which  I  wish  to  fix 
your  attention,  appears  marked  No.  4. 
The  contents  of  the  intervening  ones  are 
confined  to  the  sultaun  and  his  ministers : 
they  relate  to  a  writing  and  a  couplet  con- 
nected with  a  secret  commission  he  had 
entmsted  to  them,  and  which  is  satisfacto- 
rily explained  in  the  evidence  :  on  them, 
therefore,  I  shall  ofier  no*  comments,  bat 
shall  come,  to  No.  4.     In  this  also  a  con- 


versation is  related  between  the  nabob 
Wallajah  and  the  vakeels,  in  which  the 
fornier,  after  again  connecting  the  sultaun 
with  the  cause  and  maintenance  of  reli- 
gion,  and  praying  to  God  to  preserve  him 
victorious  and  triumphant,  is  represented 
as  adverting  to  his  former  conversation, 
and  the  proposition  he  ^had  offered,  and 
inquiring  if  the  vakeels  had  communicated 
it  to  the  sultaun,  and  received  a  favourable 
answer.  They  replied,  they  had  commu- 
nicated it ;  and  then  proceeded  to  convey 
the  answer  with  which  they  were  charged, 
and  which  amounts  to  a  ready  acceptance 
of  the  proposition,  on  the  ground  of  that 
friendship  which  ought  to  subsist  amongst 
the  professors  of  the  Mahomedan  faith. — 
It  is  at  least  manifest  from  this  letter,  that 
the  nabob  attached  an  interpretation  not 
quite  consistent  with  barren  compliment, 
to  the  proposition  which  he  had  hazarded. 
Had  he  felt  that  it  was  in  (he  common 
course  of  complimentary  intercouse  be- 
tween princes ;  had  he  felt  that  in  that 
light,  the  sultaun  would  harve  received 
and  interpreted  it,  why  this  solicitude  for 
an  answer  which,  in  its  nature,  could  be 
nothing  but  an  echo  of  his  own  idle  and 
empty  compliment?  The  following  letter 
still  more  confirms  my  inference,  and 
shews  that  in  the  mind  of  Tippoo,  no 
more  than  in  that  of  the  nabob,  was  the 
proposition  in  question  considered  as  a 
mere  unsubstantial  illusion. — ^This  is  a  let- 
ter from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  his  ministers, 
expressive  of  his  sense  of  the  friendship 
of  the  nabob,  and  the  kindness  shewn  to 
his  sons,  with  the  strong  intimation  of  his 
hope  that  the  na:bob  would  do  whatever 
may  tend  to  the  support  of  the  religion  of 
Mahomed. — ^What  precise  expectation  this 
is  intended  to  convey,  is  heyond  my  power 
to  ascertain  with  distinctness,  but  the  na- 
ture of  the  services  looked  for,  may  be  in 
some  slight  degree  conjectured,  as  well 
from  what  is  deemed  generally  necessary 
to  the  support  of  the  cause  of  the  Maho- 
medan faith,  namely  the  co-operation  of 
all  Mussulmans  for  the  destruction  of 
infidels,  as  from  the  known  views  and 
sentiments  of  the  sultaun,  and  the  services 
we  shall  find  hereafter  to  have  been  actu- 
ally rendered  to  him  by  the  unquestion- 
able fidelity  of  this  our  ancient  and  trusty 
ally. — Notwithstanding  the  contempt  with 
which  the  worthy  baronet  has  affected  to 
treat  the  correspondence  generally,  he  has 
vouchsafed,  not  without  reason,  to  honour 
the  next  paper  with  a  considerable  j>ortion 
of  his  attention,  and  laboured;  if  not  sue- 
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€C8Sf«ily>cei^iii]y  ssealously,  to  destroy  the 
eiFect  which  such  a  paper  cannot  fail  to 
produoei.  It  processes  to  be  the  key  to  a 
cypher — it  bears  the  strongest  internal 
evidence  of  having  been  coutriyed  for  cor- 
tesfKHidence  em^acing  political  subjects^ 
frnd  is  authenticated  by  the  signature  dT 
Omdjat  \k\  Omrah  himself. — ^Ally  Reaa 
Khan^  one  of  the  vakeek^  giv^s  you  the 
history  and  intention  of  it.  lie  is  asked 
if  he  ever  saw  the  paper,  he  sayf,  '  I 

*  have — ^it  was  instituted  by  Wallayah  for 
'  the  purposes  of  seoret  communication, 

*  and  the  originaJ,  I  believe>  is  written  in 

*  pencil  b}*^  Xhader  Newaz,  or  some  p^- 
'  son  about  the  nabob  Wall^jah.'  He 
says  afterwards,  '  To  my  knowledge  it 
'  was  never  brought  into  use»  it  having 
'  been  intended  for  use  after  the  departure 
/  of  the  hostages,  in  case  of  necessity/ 
Again,  '  It  was  delivered  to  Gholam  Ally 
'  Khan  by  Khader  Newaz  Khan,  and  to 
'  me  at  my  departure  (to  Seringapatam) 
'  by  Gholam  Ally  Khaa^  who  told  me  it 
'  had  been  composed  for  comn^unication 
f  between  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  nabobs 
^  Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah.     That  a 

*  copy  should  be  given  to  Tippoo,  and  the 

*  (original  bit)ught  back  to  Madras.     Tip- 

*  poo  Sultaun,  however,  kept  the  origi- 
'  nal.'-«— 'No  one  will  feel  surprize  that 
some  pains  should  be  taken  to  discredit 
and  invalidate  this  fatal  document ;  but 
till  the  ingenuity  or  eloquence  of  the  hon. 
^ent.  caa  erase  the  contents  of  it;,  till 
he  can  rail  away  the  signature  that  au- 
thenticates it,'  or  completely  pervm't-  the 
course  .of  human  understanding,  here  it 
remains,  and  will  ever  remain^  an  irre- 
fragable testimony  of  the  faithlessness  and 
dupUekty  of  which  it  was  devised  to  be 
the  instrument.  We  are  told  cyphers  are 
common  in  India — it  may  be  so ;  but  to 
be  used,  I  apprehend,  as  cyphers  are 
habitually  used  in  Europe,  in  confiden- 
tial oommonkatioas  between  a  minister 
aad  fafis  court :  but  this  I  believe  is  the 
lirst  instance  in  the  history  of  cypiiers 
itt  which  one  was  ever  ^ovised  to  be  the 
means  ef  oommunricatioa  between  two 
coufis ;  if  there  ever  was  s«ch  an  instance, 
I  fthaU  be  moet  thankful  to  learn  where  it 
4d  to  be  discovered. — ^In  his  endeavors  to 
ilMPMr  discredit  on  this  document;,  the  bon. 
iMtroBct  hM  resorted  to  the  observation  of 
ihe  key  and  the  cypher  b^og  i«pon  Idle 
B»me  paper.  The  very  mode,  sir,  of  its 
transniflsiooi,  in  the  oMivse  of  which  it  was 
4o  pass  QQQly  Ihrough  the  most  confidential 
haad^,  may  sufficiently  aocooal  for  tbi« 


circumstance.  It  is  eatd  too  tio  be  so 
aukward  and  ill-contrived^  that  it  never 
could  answer  the  puiposes  of  secresy :  Be 
it  so,  be  it  as  wantuig  ingenuity  as  you 
will.  What  is  its  ingenuity  to  the  pur- 
pose ?  Ingenious  or  otherwise,  it  is  still  a 
cypher ;  and  no  cypher  is  instituted  ex- 
cept with  the  intention  of  concealing  what 
is  supposed  to  require  concealment.  If 
we  make  this  admission,  (and  how  is  if 
to  be  refused)  if  we.  believe  the  account 
given  by  Ally  Beza  Khan,  which  there  is 
no  reason  to  dispute,  can  we  doubt  that 
the  correspondence  of  which  this  cyph«- 
was  the  intended  instrument,  in  case  of 
necessity  at  a  future  time,  was  felt  to 
be  of  a  nature  to  involve  matters  to 
which  concealment  was  essential  i  and  to 
what  corresponden(:e  such  a  concealment 
could  be  essentia]^  except  to  one,  repug- 
nant to  the  e^^isting  engagements  be- 
tween the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic  and 
the  British  government,  I  own  myself  incaf* 
pable  of  imagining,  and  must  rely  on  those 
who  support  the  resolutions  to  explain.^^ 
Were  the  evidence  drawn  from  written 
papers  confined  to  this  document,  coupfed 
with  the  details  already  adverted  to,  and 
combined  with  subsequent  circumstances, 
I  should  think  it  far  irom  inconsiderable. 
We  have  the  proposition  on  the  part  of 
the  nabob — ^the  acceptance  on  the  part  of 
Tippoo,  and  in  consequence  of  the  har* 
mony,  as  it  is  called,  so  establi^d,  a  cy« 
pher  manifestly  calculated  for  coixespon-^ 
dence  on  political  subjects,  and  avowedly 
devised  to  carry  on  the  purposes  of  sncJi 
correi^ondence,  whenever  the  present 
channel  of  communication  betvi'een  the 
parties  should  cease  to  be  open.  To  hav« 
thus  conveyed  to  Tippoo,  under  every  pre- 
caution of  secresy,  tiie  means  of  communis 
cation,  means  which  anticipated  all  the 
chances  of  interruption  with  a  providence 
and  anxiety  nothing  but  objects  the  most 
important  could  call  forth,  would,  in  it^ 
self,  prove  the  eager  solicitude  in  the  na- 
bob to  maintain  a  connection  with  a  prince* 
who,inexora4»ly  hostile  towards  the  British 
pcKver,  not  only  habitually  cherished,  but, 
at  the  very  instant,  was  meditating  hostile 
projects  against  it.  Had  we  no  more  thanr 
this,  I  say,  it  would  warrant,  Bot  simply  a> 
suspicion  of  tihe  most  £uthlesB  designs,  but 
would  amount,  if  not  to  a  literal  innraction 
of  the  subsisting  treaty,  at. least  to  a  vir- 
tual violatidn  of  the  vital  spirit  of  it,  and 
justify  the  adoption  of  rareasures  for  the 
protection  oH  ouri^hts  and  interests  in* 
the  Carnatic,  fiam  the  injury  to  which 
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tkey  might  be  exposed  by  the  infidelity  or 
treachery  of  our  alJy. — ^Abont  this  period 
it  appears  that  A)]y  Reasa  Khan  made  a 
journey  to  Seringapatam  ;  it  is  mentioned 
in  the  next  letter,  the  principal  object  of 
it  is  explained  by  the  evidence  as  having 
been  to  impress  with  greater  force  upon 
the  mind  of  the  soltaun,  the  representa« 
tions  of  lord  Comwallis^  relative  to  the 
prisoners  still  detained,  and  the  cruelty 
with  which  they  were  treated  ;    the  alln* 
sions  in  it  are  said  to  apply  to  lord  Corn- 
wallra  and  Wallajah.  ,  On  this  letter  I  shall 
not  detain  you  with  any  remark,  beyond 
calling  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
journey  adverted   to,  and  the  period  at 
which  it  took  place.     I  proceed,  then,  to 
the  two  which  follow.    They  are  from 
Tippoo  to  the  nabobs  Wallajah  and  Om- 
dut  ul  Omrah :  they  contain  little  more 
than  professions  of*  i-egard,  and  merit  ob- 
servation only  on  account  of  the  applica- 
tion of  some  of  the  designations  in  the  cy- 
pher, as  '  the  well-wisher  of  mankind '  to 
the  nabob  Wallajah,  ^  the  distinguished  in 
friendship^  toAlly  RezaKhan.  The  second 
of  these,  howef^er,  from  a  supposed  tin  vial 
mistake  in  the  title  of  it,  has  been  selected 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  and  treated  as  a  con- 
victed  fabrication.    If,  Hir,  there  is  one 
letter  more  than  another,  that  bears  inter- 
nal evidence  of  its  own  authenticity  it  is 
this :  for  in  the  whole  collection  there  is 
scarce  one  of  so  little  importance.     Had 
those  who  conducted  the  transaction,  in 
question  beencaprable  of  condescending  to 
any  forgery  as  the  means  of  warranting  it ; 
had*  they  really  introduced  a  fictitious  let- 
ter into  the  correspondence,  it  is  not  surely 
presuming    much  to  suppose  that  they 
would   have  introduced  one  that  might 
have  borne  strongly  upon  the  point  it  was 
their  natural  object  to  establish,  and  from 
which  powerful  inference^  might  be  de- 
duced.    But  from  this  it  would  require 
more  than  human  ingenuity  to  extract  any 
thin^  of  real  importance.    And  if  it  be  a 
fabrication,  it  is  not  only  improbable  in 
respect  to  the  character,  and  unworthy  of 
the  ability  of  those  to  whom  it  must  be 
attributed,  but  certainly  the  most  gratui- 
tous and  unprofitable  one  that  ever  was 
committed. — ^The  harmony  and  union  be- 
ing thus,  sir,  established,  the  letter  we  now 
ate  to  consider  begins  to  display  the  fruits 
^of  it ;  to  this  I  shall  join  No.  12,  because 
the  observations,  applicable  to  that  imme- 
diately before  me,  are,  in  a  great  degree, 
applicable  to  both.    They  alike  convey 
intelirgence  of  comiderabie  moment  to  the 
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sultaun'a  interests,  and  advice  for  the  re- 
gulation of  his  conduct  as  arising  out  of  it* 
They  alike  expressly  refer  to  the  good  un- 
derstanding recently  established,  and  may 
be  not  unfairly  admitted  as  a  proof  of  the 
nature  of  those  services  which  the  sultaun 
appears  to  have  expected  from  the  nabob, 
as  tending  to  the  support  of  the  Mahom- 
medan  faith.—- Before  I  proceed    to  the 
contents  of  these  two  letters,  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  to  put  it  to  every  man  who  hears 
me,  with  what  impressions  he  would  learn, 
that    a   person   who    had    received   the 
most  substantial  benefits  from  this  coun- 
try, who,  maintained  by  its  bounty,  and 
existing  but  by  its  protection,  af^er  soli- 
citing and  establishing  a  secret  intercourse 
with  a  foreign  power,  had  been  detected 
in  conveying  to  it  intelligence,   and  sugr 
gesting  counsels  for  the  government  of  its 
measures,  at  a  period  too,  when,  though 
nominally  at   peace,  it  was    known  not 
onlv  to  entertain  the  most   inveterate  en- 
mity  toward  us,  but  was  suspected  of  ac- 
tually preparing  to  give  effect  to  that  en- 
mity ?     Suppose,  for  instance,   that  one 
under  these  circumstances  had  been  de- 
tected at  any  time,  in  writing  to  the  French, 
or  any  foreign   government  actuated  by 
feelings  similar  to  those  of  France,  in  terms 
of  this  kind  :  "  The  conduct  you  are  purr 
'suing  excites  suspicion — ^be  more  cau- 
'  tious — ^this  is  not  the  moment .  to  com*- 
'  mence  hostilities  with  any  prospect  of 
'  advantage.    There  is  now  a  minister  who 
'  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  country— ♦- 
'  who  is  capable  of  calling  out  all  its  re- 
'  sources,  and  directing  them  against  you 
'  with  energy  and  success — ^wait  a  little— 
'  symptoms  of  a  change  in  our  counsels 
'  manifest  themselves,  and  there  appears 
'  the  chance  of  a  successor  the  very  re- 
'  verse  of  the  minister  I  have  described  : 
*  when  this  change  takes  place,  you  may 
'  prosecuie  your  hostile  purposes  without 
'  apprehension.' — Or,  imagine,  sir,  the  de- 
si^  of  the  hostile  power  to  be  the  invasion 
ofthia  kingdom,  and  the  person  I  am  sup- 
posing had  written    '  Do  not  attempt  to 
invade  Great  Britain.     Here  every  man 
is  devoted  to  the  government  of  his  coun- 
try, and  every  arm  will  be  raised  to 
drive  you  from  its  shores — Here  your 
attempt  can  only  expose  you  to  inevita- 
ble destruction :    but,  there    are  other 
parts  of  the  British  empire  more  vulnera- 
ble, where  you  may  possibly  find  less  of 
union,  or  less  preparation  to  resist  your 
attacks  ;  there  direct  your  efforts  ;   but 
as  you  t^der  your  hopes  of  success,  or 
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*  your  escape  from  destruction,  avoid  an 
'  invasion  of  England/       If,    sir,   such 
counsels  were  detected,  accompanied  with 
every  expression  of  attachment  and  devo- 
tion to  that  power  and  to  its  cause,  1  ask. 
What  woula  be  the  impression  on  eveiy 
unprejudiced  mind  ?  would  it  be,  that  this 
was  done  in  the  spirit  of  loyalty,  and  zeal 
for  the  service  ot  this  country  ? — that  in 
one  instance  it  was  to  obviate  the  calami- 
ties of  war — ^in  the  other,  to  avert  the 
perils  of  invasion  from  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land }  Or,  is  there  a  man  who  would  not 
feel  that  such  counsel  must  be  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  adverse  power,  and 
that  it  spoke  the  language,  as  it  betrayed 
the  heart,  of  an  enemy  and  a  traitor  ? — 
Having  made  this  observation,  I  beg  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  letters  in 
question.    They  relate  two  messages  con- 
veyed through  Kader  Newaz  Khan,  a  per- 
son enjoying  a  great  share  of    the  confi- 
dence  of  the  nabobs  of  the  Camatic. 
Tippoo,  as  it  seems,  was  endeavouring  to 
excite  and  combine  all  the  Indian  powers 
against  ui ;  while  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  object,  the  activity  of  his  negotiations 
at  Poonah,  alarmed  the  vigilance  of  the 
British  resident,  who  immediately'  appriz- 
ed the  supreme  government  of  his  suspi- 
cions.   This  comes  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  nabob ;  and  what  is  the  conduct  of 
our  faithfiil  firiend  on  the  occasion  ?  He 
proceeds  directly  to  communicate  the  in- 
telligence he  had  received  to  the  sultaun, 
advising  him,  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
spirit  of  th^t  cordiality  by  which  they 
were  united — ^to  do  what  ?    to  lay  aside, 
na  doubt,  his  hostile  designs,  to  cultivate 
friendship,  and  preserve  peace  with  the 
British  power  ?  No,  no,  quite  tlie  reverse, 
the  advice  of  this  our  incomparable  ally, 
is  of  a  very  difierent  complexion,  (in  con- 
formity, no  doubt,  to  the  British  interests, 
and  the  views  of  its  government)  ;  it  pru- 
dently suggests  to  the  sultaun  the  policy 
of  suspending  his  measures,  till  the  ap- 
proaching departure  of  lord  Cornwallis 
should  leave  the  field  open  to  him,  to  act 
with  safety  and  effect ;    and  then,  what- 
ever might    be  his  highnesses    pleasure 
would  be  right  and  proper.    Such  is  the 
purport  of  the  first  message.    The  second 
contains    also  similar    information    and 
counsel,  relative  to  the  situation  of  the 
French  at  Pondicherry.    Nothing  is  now, 
«ays  the  nabob,  to  be  expected  ;  and  fol- 
lowing the  impulse  of  his  friendship  to- 
wards the  sultaun,  he  advises  him,  not  as 
one  should  expect,  to  detach  himself  from 


his  dangerous  connecti<m  with  the  French, 
but  to  communicate  with  them  less  direct- 
ly— ^to  refrain  for  the  present  from  open 
correspondence,  and  to  confine  his  inter- 
course to  verbal  communication.    To  the 
nature  of  that  intercourse  we  mnst,  there- 
fore, conclude  the  nabob  to  have  been  no 
stranger,  and  hb  suggestion  the  result  only 
of  his  interest  for  its  safe  continuance, 
without  interruption  or  observation  firom 
us ;  an  intercourse  doubtless  most  firiend* 
ly  to  the  British  power  :    between  parties 
such  as  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  French, 
how  could  it  be  otherwise  ? — ^I  shall  c<»^ 
elude  my  remarks  on  these  important  do- 
cuments, by  observing,  that  the  intelli- 
gence contained  in  them  is,  in  both  in- 
stances, referred  to  the  union  and  firiend- 
ship  established  between  the  nabob  and 
the  sultaun.     Both  instances  prove  tlie 
hostile  designs  then  meditated  by  the  lat- 
ter ;  and  that  the  nabob,  neither  ignorant 
of  them,  or  unsolicitous  for  their  success, 
was  prepared  to  avail  himself  of  whatever 
means  might  be  in  his  power,  to  promote 
and  assist  their  accomplishment. — ^Though 
the  obvious  connection  of  the  two  letters 
I  have  just  commented  upon,  led  me  for  a 
moment  to  pass  the  one  that  intervenes,  I 
cannot  consent  to  leave  it  entirely  unno- 
ticed ^.  containing,  as  it  does,  a  message 
from  Omduf;  ul  Omrah,  in  his  own  name, 
expressive  of  the  most  fervent  attachment 
to  the  sultaun,  followed  by  a  promise,  that, 
please  God,  at  a  proper  time,  his  fidelity 
should  be  manifest.    I  notice  it  first,  be- 
cause it  shews  how  cordially  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  acted,  not  merely  as  the  minister 
of  his  father,  but  as  a  substantial  party  in 
this  negociation,  and  still  more,  because 
in  this  promise  so  given,  will  be  found  the 
key  to  his  subsequent  conduct :    it  will 
hereafter  be  seen,  when  the  occasion  did 
occur,  how  he  remembered   the   pledge 
he    had    given,  and    redeemed    it  with 
but    too   faithful    punctuality. — ^Tbe  se- 
cresy  that  is,  one  of  the  striking    cha- 
racters of   the    whole    transaction,  now 
increases    in    an    extraordinary  degree. 
New  precautions  are  devised,  and  the  ita- 
terviews  with  the  vakeels    (which    had 
never  been  hitherto  subject  to  any  restric- 
tion) are  covered  by  fictitious  pretences, 
totally  foreign  to  their  real  objects. — ^The 
letter  I  next  refer  to,  relates  a  meeting  to 
which  the  vakeels  were  invited,  under 
pretence  of  seeing  a  mosque,  but  for  the 
real  purpose  of  learning  something  of  a 
secret  nature,  which  the  nabob  Walla^ah 
had  long  felt  a  wish  ta  convey  to  them  i 
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the  interriew  takes  place  in  a  tomb  near 
the  mosque,  and  a  question  is  put  to  them 
by  Omdut  v\  Orarah,  whether  they  had 
full  powers  ?  Being  satisfied  on  that  head, 
lie  proceeds  to  deliver  to  them  a  message 
in  the  name  of  Wallajah  :    '  That  for  a 

*  loiig  time  there   had   been,  without  a 

*  cause,  a  veil,  (or  want  of  cordiality)  be- 
'  tween  his  highness  and  your  majesty, 
'  which  had  been  productive  of  injuries  to 

*  both ;  but  now  that,  by  the  favour  of 
'  God,  a  system  of  harmony,  such  as  is 
^  becoming  among  the  professors  of  Islam- 
'  ism,  had  taken  place,  his  highness  con- 

*  fidently  hoped  from  God,  the  prime  cause 

*  of  all,  that  the  time  past  might  be  am- 

*  ply  redeemed  ;   that  for  his  highnesses 

*  own  part,  considering  from  his  heart 
'  himself,  his  country,  and  his  property 
*'  to  belong  to  your  majesty,  he  had  made 
'  it  a  testamentai^  injunction  to  his  chil- 

*  dren  and  family,  taking  God  and  his 

*  Holy  Prophet  to  witness,  to  pray  night 

*  and  day  for  the  pillar  of  faith,  (that  is 
'  to  say)  your  majesty ;  and  to  consider 

*  their  prosperity  and  welfare  as  insepara- 

*  bly  connected  with  your  majesty  ;  that 

*  we  must  ascertain  your  majesty's  wishes 
'  on  this  head,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 

*  both ;    and  if  your  majesty  should  be, 

*  from  your,  heart,  solicitous  of  this  pro- 
'  posed    cordial    harmony,  his   highness 

*  would,  under  the  testimony  of  God  and 

*  his  prophet,  detail  to  us  his  sentiments 
'  folly  at  the  time  of  our  departure,  which, 
'  please  God,  would  soon  take  place/ — 
Without  adverting  to  the  marriage,  which 
IS  said  to  have  made  at  this  meeting  the 
subject  of  a  -separate  conversation  with 
Crholam  Ally,  I  must  remark  that,  either 
there  is  a  strange  confosion  in  this  mes- 
sage, or  the  words  friendship,  harmony, 
i&c.  must  be  understood  in  more  than  one 
meaning.  The  nabob  fii*st  talks  of  bar- 
inoliy  being  established,  and  then  desires 
them  to  ascertain  if  Tippoo  is  really  de- 
sirous of  the  proposed  cordial  harmony  ; 
they  either  mean  diflferent  things,  and 
more  is  contained  in  the  latter  words  than 
at  first  appears,  or  the  passage  is  nonsense. 
Wh^,  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  is  there  any 
anxiety  about  full  powers  ?  All  tNtt  was 
proposed  in  its  simple  and  obvious  sense, 
^ad  been  long  ago  both  proposed  and 
cordially  accepted.  To  desire  tne  vakeels, 
then,  to  ascertain  the'saltaun's  disposition 
on  diis  point,  appears  absolutely  absurd, 
and  we  have  no  other  way  of  extricating 
ourselves  from  the  difficulty,  but  by  con- 
eludings  diat  laider  the  words,  « cordial 


harmony,'  was  veiled  some  new  and  dis- 
tinct proposition,  comprehended  by  the 
vakeels  and  the  nabob,  and  involving  in  it 
what  was  far  beyond  any  common  mean- 
ing conveyed  by  the  expressions  in  which 
it  was  couched ;  as  welf  as  beyond  that 
union  said  to  liave  been  already  established 
between  the  nabob  and  the  sultaun.  It 
could  not  be  the  marriage,  because  Omdut 
ul  Omrah  appears  to  be  a  party  in  it ;  and 
it  is  only  in  the  succeeding  letter  we  find 
he  had  been  induced  to  take  any  share,  or 
interest  himself  in  the  negociation  relating 
to  the  marriage. — ^The  following  letter  de- 
scribes also  a  similar  meeting  in. a  garden, 
under  an  equally  fictitious  pretext,  with 
this  difference,  that  it  was  solicited  on  the 
part  of  the  vakeels.  Omdut  ul  Omrah  is 
there  stated  to  have  conjured  them  not  to 
commit  to  writing  some  expressions  he 
used,  saying,  that  he  so  expressed  himself 
out  of  regard  to  the  faith,  and  his  friend- 
ship towards  the  protector  of  it.  In  the  last 
paragraph  of  this  letter  itis  mentioned,  that 
they  had  induced  Omdut  ul  Omrah  to  Jay 
the  foundation  of  the  connection  by  mar- 
riage. To  those  who  reter  to  this  letter 
it  will  be  clear,  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  marriage  is  mentioned,  that  whatever 
was  conveyed  under  the  mysterious  ex- 
pressions that  were  not  to  be  committed 
to  writing,  it  had  no  reference  or  connec- 
tion with  the  marriage.  The  marriage,  if 
at  all  a  subject  of  negociation,  was  en- 
trusted exclusively  to  Gholam  Ally  Khan. 
It  is  stated  that  a  negociation  for  marriage 
is  a  matter  of  much  delicacy  among  the 
Mahommedans,  the  nabob,  therefore,  would 
certainly  not  propose  to  treat  on  it  with 
both  the  vakeels  jointly.  'It  appears  be- 
sides, that  separate  conversations  took 
place  between  Omdut  ul  Omrah  and  Gho- 
lam Ally  Khan,  at  each  of  these  meetings, 
said  to  be  in  relation  to  that  subject,  but 
we  learn  from  the  evidence  of  Gholam 
Ally  Khan,  that  what  they  were  conjured 
not  to  commit  to  writing,  was  communi- 
cated to  both.  The  short  extract  from  a 
letter  of  the  sultaun  too  is  a  confirmation 
of  this  argument,  and  seems^to  leave  no 
question  of  the  marriage  and  the  subject 
of  these  confidential  expressions  to  be 
totally  distinct.  He  directs  them  to  in- 
form him  of  the  expressions  of  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  and  the  'thing  you  know  of,'  which 
is  explained  by  the  evidence  always  to 
mean  the  marriage.  What  then  was  the 
purport  of  these  expressions  ?  Ally  Reza 
says,  it  was  confined  to  professions  of  at- 
tachment, and  to  information  relative  to 
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the  French.  Now,  sir,  it  cannot  be  for- 
gotten that  both  these  had  been  long  be- 
fore communicated  and  written,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  require  that  solemn  injxinc- 
tion  of  secresy  that  was  imposed.  We 
are  thus  reduc^^  I  say,  to  the  necessity 
of  doing  one  of  two  things,  either  totally 
withdrawing  our  belief  from  Ally  Reza 
Khan's  account  of  what  passed;  or  in 
admitting  the  truth  of  it,  to  admit,  that 
under  the  words,  friendship,  attachment, 
and  regard,  was  veiled  a  sense  little  cor^ 
responding,  in  point  of  comprehension  and 
jeffect,  to  that  in  which  they  are  usually 
accepted*^ — The  ceremony  which  is  re- 
lated in  the  ensuing  letter,  as  having 
,  taken  place  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tions of  the  sultaun,  in  the  Jaumah 
mosque,  does  not  immediately  involve 
either  Wallajah,  or  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  lis 
the  younger  branches  of  the  family  appear 
to  have  done  been  present.  The  remark, 
therefore,  that  I  wish  to  offer  on  this  docu- 
ment, relates  ra%her  to  the  sultaun — the 
probability  of  his  anxiety  to  connect  him- 
self with  the  nabob,  and  the  prevailing 
purpose  in  his  mind,  of  the  ponnection  he 
desired.  It  has  been  held  out  that  the 
sultaun  was  indifferent  to  the  pretended 
advances  of  the  nabobs ;  and,  it  has  been 
asked,  what  beneit  could  he  possibly 
hope  from  such  a  connection  ?  —  Why 
should  he  be  solicitous  to  contract  ties 
with  persons  so  little  able  to  assist  him  as 
the  princes  of  the  Camatic  ? — ^The  question 
is  Satisfactorily  answered  by  the  evidence 
of  Ally  Reza  Khan.  He  tells  you,  it  was 
the  sultaun's  object  to  unite  all  mussul- 
xnen  for  the  purpose  of  extirpating  the 
English.  It  appears  too,  that  thoogh  an 
oath  of  fidelity  on  this  occasion  was  ad- 
ministered to  the  Buh^ects  of  Tippoo  only, 
yet  that  an  exhortation  was  addressed  to 
all  who  were  present;  and  the  intention 
of  it  was  to  attach  the  mussulmen  to  the 
sultaun,  and  to  reprove  them  for  adhering 
to  those  of  a  different  persuasion.  Let  me 
ask,  then,  if  the  sultaun  did  entertain  the 
object  thus  ascribed  to  him,  the  truth  of 
which  is  beyond  dispute  ?  if  ha  conde- 
scended, as  stated  in  this  letter^  to  appeal 
to  the  lowest  of  our  subjects,  with  the 
view  of  subverting  their  allegiance,  and  of 
attaching  them  to  his  cause  \  must  it  not 
be  evident  that  he  would  be  most  anxioos 
to  win  over  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
not  only  a  most  considerable  member  of 
Islamism,  but  a  prince  whose  influence 
extended  over  those  very  paopIe>  who^i 
be  had  thus  ^ewn  his  desire  to  enlist  onder 


his  standard,  and  who  poMessed  such  mean# 
for  aiding  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
object  nearest  to  his  heart  ?  Is  it  credible, 
then,  that  he  would  have  slighted  such  a 
prince,  and  neglected  the.  proflered  advan- 
tages of  his  friendship  and  assistance  ? — 
The  delivery  of  the  hostages,  and  the^re» 
turn  of  the  vakeels  to  their  master,  took 
place  in  the  interim  between  the  date  of 
this  letter,  and  that  of  the  one  which  foU 
lows,  a  letter,  in  some  points  of  view,  of 
considerable  importance.  It  is  addressed 
to  Gholam  Ally,  under  the  fictitious  signa** 
ture  of  Gholaum  Hussein,  but  written  in 
the  hand  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah.  The  diffi* 
culty  and  danger  of  communication  sufii- 
ciently  accounts  for  the  purport  of  it  be* 
ing  so  little  detailed,  but  those  who  have 
attended  to  the  preceding  letters,  will 
easily  trace  in  it  a  continuation  of  the  for- 
mer expressions  of  attachment,  founded  on 
the  same  basis,  the  maintenance  of  the 
Mahommedan  faith,  so  well  adapted,  and 
so  conciliating  to  the  spirit  to  whioh  they 
were  addressed. — '  Repeat  this  couplet,'  he 
says, '  on  my  part,  to  the- sultaun.' — ^In  the 
'  preservation  of  thy  person  is  the  perpetual 
'  permanence  of  the  faith.  Let  him  not 
'  remain  who  wisheth  not  thy  preservation/ 
— How  unlike  is  this  to  the  coldness  of  the 
avowed  letter  of  form,  written  on  the 
same  occasion,  namely,  the  marriages  of 
two  of  the  sons  of  Tippoo,  and  transmitted 
through  the  British  government.  '  1  have 
received,'  says  the  nabob, '  yom  letter> 
'  informing  me  of  the  celebration,  of  the 
'  weddings  of  Abdul  Khaleh  and  Moham- 
'  med  Moiz  ud  Been,  together  with  a  dress 
'  and  jeweb,  and  are  made  happy  beyond 
'  measure  by  this  agreeable  intelligence — 
'  may  the  Almighty  render  this  event 
'  happy.'  How  impossible  it  is  not  tt>  be 
struck  with  the  marked  dif&rpnc^ro^  the 
sentiment  of  the  couplet  from  the  style  of 
the  letter  I  have  just  read,  and;  why  this 
difierence  ?  Why  ?  bat  that  one  is  intend- 
ed to  convey  what  the  other  is  intended 
to  conceal.«-4n  the  year  179^,  ^  nabob 
Wallajah  died,  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah  suo^ 
ceeded  to  the  musnad*  An  embassy, 
charged  with  the  compUments  juual.on 
such  occasions,  was  sent  by  the  sultaaa; 
.the  letters,  Nob  18  and  19, are  from  the 
ambassadors  j  but  there  is  nothing  related, 
except  one  long  coBvenation  about  union 
and  friendship,  oil  which  bis  highness  ip 
said  to  hav4B  expatiated  with  great  warintli» 
It  is  indeed  staled;  that  the  vakeels  em- 
ployed on  this  occasion  wem  not  p^tisoDS 
to  whom  a  negocii^ioa  of  nach  d^icaey 


345] 


PABL.  DEBATES,  Mat  17,  lSQ9^^0om&iic  QuesHm. 


[549 


ivas  likely  to  be  entrusted: — at  the  same 
time,  we  must  observe,  that  the  followiog 
letter  from  Omdut  ul  Omrah  makes  a  re- 
ference to  his  communications  with  them, 
as  if  something  had  psfssed  connected  with 
the  former  intercourse.  This  letter  is, 
like  the  other,  marked  with  the  fictitious 
name  of  Gholam  Hussein,  and  addressed 
to  Gholam  Ally.  The  introduction  of  it 
is  material  only  on  acqount  of  the  refer- 
ence I  have  stated,  and  as  it  carries  on 
the  existence  of  the  correspondence  to  so 
late  a  period  preceding  the  Mysore  war. — 
The  impression  of  the  nature  of  that  re- 
ference is  forcibly  confirmed  by  the  sub- 
sequent letter  from  Khader  Newaz  Khan, 
the  confidential  minister  before  alluded  to, 
whose  name  appears  more  than  once  as 
the  channel  of  communication  between 
the  nabobs  and  the  vakeels.  Adverting 
in  this  to  his  previous  services,  he  congra- 
tulates himself,  and  thanks  the  Almighty, 
that  the  system  of  harmony  and  union  be- 
tween '  the  two  chosen  of  the  Lord,'  (mean- 
ing Tippoo  Si^taun  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,) 
calculated  to  promote  the  Happiness  of 
God's  people,  and  wliich  his,  labours  had 
been  employed  in  establishing,  had  ac- 
quired the  requisite  degree  of  stability 
and  firmness.  The  authenticity  of  this 
letter  is  fully  supported  by  the  oral  testi- 
mony ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  that  has  a 
tendency  to  invalidate  the  obvious  infer- 
ence resulting  from  it.  It  stands  then  as  a 
convincing  testimony,  that  whatever  that 
mysterious  and  enigmatical  connection, 
established  under  the  name  of  uniqn  and 
harmony,  really  was,  it  was  in  force  and 
operation  up  to  the  year  1797  ;  that  the 
same  sentiments  which  impelled  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  to  participate  in,  and  conduct  the  in- 
tercourse during  the  lifetime  of  his  father; 
the  same  supposed  interests,  the  same  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  the  sultaun  that 
had  previously  governed  and  animated  his 
exertions,  accompanied  him,  undiminished, 
to  the  throne,  where  he  waited  only  for  an 
opportunity  favourable  to  his  friendship, 
and  an  emergency  in  which  the  fidelity  he 
had  solemnly  promised  could  be  manifested 
with  eifect — ^Though  many  additional  re- 
marks on  the  contents  of  the  several  pa? 
pers  of  the  correspondence  obviously  pre- 
sent themselves,  I  will  not,  further  exhaust 
the  patience  of  the  house  by  continuing 
them ;  and  in  here  concluding  this  part  of 
the  subject  I  only  regret  that  a  sense  of 
justice  to  the  question  before  us  should 
have  made  me  feel  it  a  duly  to  dwell  on 
it  so  much  at  length*    But^  «ir,  on  the  de- 


gree of  conviction  resulting  from  these 
documents,  much  must  depend.  The  in- 
ferences I  have  deduced,  the  conclusions  I 
have  drawn,  the  impressions  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  inforce,  I  must  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  the  house.  I  can  only  say, 
that  to  mine  they  ai-e  decisive,  and  that 
each  suspicion  th^  existence  of  such  a 
correspondence  excites,  appears  to  me  to 
derive  validity  and  confirmation  from  every 
step  we  advance  in  examining  its  contents. 
All  the  facts  they  discover  are  so  far  from 
bein^  weakened  by  the  oral  evidence,- (if 
indeed  such  evidence  could  weaken  the 
authority  of  any  'written  documents)  that 
they  are  more  distinctly  corroborated  and 
established.  Without  troubling  you  by 
dwelling  particularly  on  the  evidence 
taken  at  Vellore,  but  leaving  it  to  those  ob« 
servations  which  must  strike  any  taiad 
from  the  most  cursory  attention  to  it>  al- 
lowing also  to  the  witnesses  whatever  credit* 
can  be  claimed  for  them,  (and  some  credit 
t  admit  must  undoubtedly  be  given)  there 
is  still  nothing  of  moment  that  can  be  coU 
lected  from  them,  that  efther  in  fact,  or  by 
inference,  goes  to  refute  or  weaken  any 
material  part.  By  what  has  been  stated 
from  the  papers,  as  well  as  by  the  concur- 
ring testimony  of  the  vakeels,it  is  proved^ 
that  a  correspondence  embracing  political 
objects  was  carried  on,  that  a  connection 
under  the  mysterious  and  indefinite  terms 
of  union  and  harmony  was  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
accepted  by  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  that  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  their  correspond- 
ence, when  the  departure  of  the  hostage^ 
should  remove  the  existing  channel  of  it, 
a  cypher  was  instituted — that  in  prosecu- 
tion of  this  connection,  assurances  of  fide- 
lity had  been  given  to  Tippoo,  and  intei* 
licence  conveyed  to  him  accompanied  with 
advice  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct; 
— that  in  these  transactions  the  utmost 
precautions  of  secresy  had  been  deemed 
necessary,  and  the  interviews  held  vnth 
the  vakeels  had  been  covered  with  fictitious 
pretences;  and  lastly,  that  the  copfmection,' 
whatever  it  precisely  was,  (for  of  its  nature 
little  doubt  can  be  entertained,)  actually 
subsisted  in  full  force,  integrity,  and  oper- 
ation, in  the  year  1797. — ^It  has  been  «&•* 
deavoured  to  defend  this  correspondencei 
and  to  rescue  it  from  the  impressicms  it  is 
obviously  calculated  to  produce^  by  an  ex« 
planati<m  resting  in  part  on  a  connection 
of  simple  -friendship*  and  in  part  on-  an 
alliance  by  marriage  at  one  time  in  agita- 
tion  between  the  families  of  the  sultaun 
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and  of  the  nabob  Wallajah.  On  the  ful- 
lest consideration  of  this  explanation  I 
own  I  have  found  myself  unable  to  accede 
to  it :  the  difficulties  it  presents  appear  to 
me  insurmountable.  If  it  be  possible  to 
suppose  a  desire  of  mere  friendship  with- 
out an  object,  between  persons  so  situated 
in  relation  to  each  other ;  if  Tippoo  Sut- 
taun  and  Wallajah  were  likely  to  feel  the 
influence  of  a  pure  disinterested  sentimental 
attachment,  it  is  yet  hardly  probable  that  a 
connection  on  this  ground  should  have 
been  solicited  with  so  much  earnestness  and 
anxiety,  as  is  manifested  by  the  nabob  in 
the  first  proposition  of  it,  or  an  inter- 
course entered  into  by  him  at  such  mighty 
risks ;  nor  is  so  innncent  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject quite  consistent  with  the  secret  meet- 
ings, the  various  precautions  for  conceal- 
ment, the  intelligence  conveyed,  and, 
above  all,  with  the  preparation  and  trans- 
mission of  the  cypher  before  adverted  to. 
If,  indeed,  it  is  that  union  and  friendship, 
which  as  it  is  said,  ought  to  bind  together 
the  mussulman  powers;  if  h  meant  to 
describe  alliance  and  co-operation,  mutual 
support,  and  inexpiable  hostility  against 
those  of  a  different  persuasion, — it  may 
be  nearer  the  fact,  and  remove  these  incon- 
sistenci^  I  have  stated ;  but  if  it  does  so 
remove  them,  it  demonstrates  by  their  re- 
moval the  establishment  of  that  sort  of  con- 
nection which  no  one  can  deny  was  essen- 
tially repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  sense  of 
every  engagement  under  which  the  nabob 
stood,  and  directly  subversive  of  the  in- 
terests and  safety  of  the  British  empire  in 
India. — But  then  there  is  the*  marriage. 
On  the  discordant  accounts  of  the  origin 
of  that  affair,  as  stated  by  the  vakeels,  I 
shall  say  nothing.  I  will  admit  that  a 
marriage  might  be  in  agitation  ;  but  a 
marriage,  if  it  be  allowed  to  have  made 
any  part,  on  their  own  shewing,  can  ac- 
count for  a  very  small  part  only,  of  the 
communications  that  are  related.  It  con- 
fessedly did  not  come  into,  question  till  af- 
ter the  return  of  Ally  Reza  from  Seringa- 
patam  ;  but  before  he  went  there,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  this'union  of  harmony 
and  friendship  between  the  sultaun  and 
the  nabob,  had  been  proposed,  accepted, 
and  established,  ai\d  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing it,  a  cypher  had  been  already 
transmitted,  of  which  Ally  li^za  Khan  was 
>  actually  the  bearer.  In  addition  to  this, 
sir,  as  the  friendship  and  harmony  com- 
menced  before  the  marriage  mi  a^ted, 
90  it  continued  long  aller  a  connection  of 
that  kind  had  ceased  to  be  thought  of. 


Moez  ud  Deen  was  the  only  son  of  Tippoo, 
whose  alliance  was  supposed  ever  to  hav« 
been  the  object  of  a  negociation  of  marriage. 
The  marriages  of  this  prince,  however,  and 
his  brother,  Abdul  Khaliel,  are  recorded 
to  have  taken  place  in  the  year  1794,  at 
which  time  we  find  ceremonial  letters 
from  the  nabob  were  conveyed  to  Tippoo, 
congratulating  him  on  the  event.  From 
that  moment,  then,  all  idea  of  alliance  by 
marriage  between  the  families  must  have 
vanished,  but  it  appears  from  the  letter  of 
Khader  Newaz  Khan,  the  confidential  mi- 
nister of  the  nabob,  that  the  other  con- 
nection which  had  been  established  waS 
still  carried  on,  and  possessed,  as  late  as 
the  year  1797,  what  he  called  the  'requisite 
stability .'•  1  need  not  say  more  to  make  it 
evident,  than  that  neither  the  marriage 
on  one  hand,  or  simple  friendship  on  the 
other,  is  sufficient  to  explain  the  species  of 
connection  thus  etrtablished,  to  reconcile 
the  difficulties,  or  to  dissipate  the  suspicion, 
andthe  obscurity,  in  which  it  "is  involved. — 
It  is  affirmed  by  the  khans  *,■  and  also  in 
Ally  Hussein's  letter  to  his  agents,  that 
no  correspondence  was  carried  on  by  the 
nabobs,  contrary  to  their  engagements  : 
if  a  direct  coirespondence  with  Tippoo  is 
meant,  it  may  be  literally  true,  and  con- 
sistent with  these  papers,  for  they  may  be 
considered  as  an  indirect^  and  nbt  a  di- 
rect correspondence.  But  so  despicable 
a  subterfuge  is  not  worth  dwelling  upon 
or  exposing.  It  is  said  too,  that  tall  that 
was  done  was  done  in  conformity  with  the 
wishes  of  lord  Cornwallis,  who  was  de- 
sirous of  preserving  peace,  and  conciliat- 
ing, if  possible,  the  irritated  and  vindictive 
feelings  of  the  sultaun.  That  this  corres- 
pondence should  have  been  carried  on, 
with  any  knowledge  or  approbation  of  the 
governor-general,  I  venture  to  pronounce 
absolutely  impossible.  Whatever  the 
policy  and  wishes,  of  lord  Cornwallis 
might  be,  with  respect  to  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
that  he  should  encourage  a  separate  cor- 
respondence between  this  prince  and  the 
nabob,  at  the  vefy  time  he  was  changing 
the  expressions  of  the  former  treaty  of 
1787,  for  the  very  purpose  of  more  com- 
pletely and  effectually  precluding  any 
such  intercourse,  is,  I  say,  absolutely  im- 
possible in  itself,  as  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  counsel  conveyed  to  the  sultaun,  in 
one  of  the  letters  above  referred  to,  to 
pause  in  the  prosecution  of  his  hostile 

♦  Appointed  by  Omdut  ul  Omrah  mi- 
nisters to  Ally  Hussein. 
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measures,  till  the  departure  of  lord  Corn- 
ivallis  to  Europe.  But,  sir,  had  the  nabob 
felt  this  to  be  the  case,  had  he  felt  that 
he  was  acting  in  support  of  British  views, 
in  alliance  with  British  interests,  why 
all  this  mystery  ?  Why  all  these  multi- 
plied precautions  to  avoid  detection  ? 
Wl)y  the  cypher?  Why  the  meetings 
under  fictitious  pretences  ?  Why  the 
hazards  incident  to  all  these  proceedings  ? 
Why  disguise  that  which,  if  known,  would 
have  been  praiseworthy — ^which  breathed 
nothing  but  iirm  attachment,  loyalty,  and 
afiPection  to  the  British  power,  and  zeal 
for  its  service,  under  the  mask  of  deceit, 
perfidy,  and  breach  of  faith  ?  Is  it,  then, 
too  much  to  assume  that  this  could  not 
be  ;  that  instead  of  holding  a  conduct  so 
repugnant  to  common  sense,  and  disgrace- 
ful to  a  rational  being,  the  nabob  did  feel 
that  his* objects  were  of  a  nature  to  require 
concealment;  that,  if  detected,  they 
would  have  excited  the  utmost  jealousy 
and  indignation  of  the  British  government ; 
that  they  would  have  brought  his  state 
and  situation  into  jeopardy ;  and  that 
they  were,  therefore,  of  a  nature  subver- 
sive of  his  alliance,  and  in  violation  of 
every  obligation  towards  that  power 
which  had  raised,  supported,  and  protect- 
ed him.  Adniit  this  supposition,  and 
every  difhculty  disappears,  every  contra- 
diction vanishes,  all  is  plain,  simple,  ra- 
tional, and  consistent.  With  this  is  con- 
sistent the  anxiety  with  which  a  connec- 
tion with  the  sultaun  was  desired  and  so- 
licited :  With  this  all  the  ardent  profes- 
sions of  zeal  for  the  support  of  the  faith : 
with  this,  the  undisguised  reprobation  of 
the  war  and  our  allies  :  with  this,  the  in- 
telligence conveyed,  and  the  advice  that 
accompanied  it :  with  this,  the  assigna- 
tions imder  feigned  pretences,  and  the 
solemn  adjuration  to  secrecy :  with  this 
is  consistent  the  prayers  of  Wallajah  for 
the  triumphs  of  Tippoo,  and  with  this  the 
assurances  of  his  son  and  successor,  that 
when  the  occasion  should  arrive,  his  fide- 
lity to  him  .  should  be  manifested ;  and, 
with  this  is  consistent  all  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah  ;  when,  in 
the  course  of  the  Mysore  war,  in  his  con- 
templation, the  anticipated  occasion  did 
arrive  ;  when  the  exigencies  of  our  situa- 
tion, when  the  success  of  the  contest,  and 
the  safety  of  our  empire,  demanded  every 
exertion,  and  every  proof  of  his  zeal  and 
attachment.  At  that  moment  of  pressure 
did  he  withhold  his  resources — at  that  mo- 
ment did  his  officers  impede  .the  supplies 


of  the  army,  in  some  cases  resorting  even, 
to  force  to  obstruct  their  passage,  and  at 
that  moment  did  they  create  every  em- 
barrassment and  oppose  every  obstacle 
within  the  extent  of  their  .power,  to  the 
progress  of  our  arms.  In  short,  sir,  such 
was  the  conduct  we  experienced  from 
this  faithful  and  devoted  friend,  that  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  hostilities,  and  long, 
previous  to  the  discovery  at  Seringapatam,. 
the  governor-general,  as  it  appears>  not 
only  entertained  suspicion,  but  repeatedly 
and  pointedly  declared  that  the  perverse- 
ness  and  disaffection  displayed  by  the  nar^ 
bob,  was  reconciieable  to  nothing  but  a 
connection,  or  secret  understanding,  with 
the  enemy. — It  has  been  asked  what  inte- 
rest  the  nabob  could  have  in  such  a  con- 
duct ?  I  do  not  feel,  sir,  that  to  infer  the. 
reality  of  the  conduct  I  am  obliged  to  as-^ 
sign  to  it  an  object  of  sound  and  rational 
policy.  It  is  too  much  to  presume,  after 
all  that  the  times  in  which  we  live  have- 
exhibited,  that  projects  may  not  be  form- 
ed, and  deigns  pursued,  that  are  not  war- 
ranted by  a  true  and  enlightened  wisdom* 
But  if  the  policy  of  the  nabob  was  not  to 
aid  the  efibrts  of  the  sultaun  ;  if,  on  the' 
contrary,  we  admit  what  is  stated,  that  he 
had  little  to  hope,  every  thing  to  fear  from 
their  success,  it  must  follow,  that  it  was 
his  real  interest,  faithfully  to  adhere  to 
our  cause,  and  to  contribute,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  means,  in  promoting  and  facilitat- 
ing the  triumph  of  our  arms.  That  he  did 
the  very  reverse,  is  incontestibly  proved  ;, 
and,  if  m  so  acting,  swayed  by  any  ima- 
ginary interest,  he  trampled  on  every 
principle  of  true  policy  and  duty,  by. 
which  he  ought  to  have  been  governed, 
may  we  not  presume  that,  swayed  also, 
by  the  same  supposed  interest,  he  may 
equally  have  carried  on  a  correspondence> 
and  formed  a  connection,  at  once  hostile 
to  his  real  welfare,  to  the  faith  of  his  en^ 
gagements,  and  to  the  cause  he  was  bound 
by  every  tie  to  make  his  ovni. — ^What  be- 
yond a  general  and  mutual  aid,  as  f  cca- 
sions  might  ofiPer,  were  the  precise  ex- 
pectations of  Tippoo  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  the  nabob  on  the  other,  I  will  not  detain 
you  by  an  attempt  to  explain  ;  on  that 
the  question  does  not  turn,  and  I  ventiire 
to  call,  with  some  degree  of  confidence, 
upon  the  house,  to  consider  well  the  case 
laid  before  them,  and  afler  adverting  to 
the  relative  situations  of  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
and  the  nabobs  of  the  Camatic,  one  ac- 
tually preparing  war  against  us,  the  other 
our  most  intimate  ally;  looking  at  the 
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eone^ndence  itself,  confirmed  aa  it  is  by 
tbe  onl  teatiinoDT,  in  all  its  facts,  with  all 
tbe  precautiims  lor  coDCealment  that  per- 
vades and  characterizes  it;  recollecting 
the  solemn  pledge  of  the  nabob  Omdnt  ul 
Omrah,  and  tfee  manner  in  which,  when 
fte  occasion  was  presented  by  the  exi- 
genojes  of  a  war  in  which  we  were  called 
on  to  defend  the  existence  of  onr  empire 
in  India,  that  pledge  was  afterwards  re- 
deemed. Let  any  man,  I  say,  consider 
Uiese  things,  and  pronounce,  if  he  can,  in 
tbe  face  of  God  and  his  country,  a  con- 
acientiotis  belief,  that  the  nabobs  of  the 
Cam atic  were  &ithful  to  our  cause,  tbe 
duties  of  alliance,  and  their  own  engage- 
ments; that  the  charge  against  them  is 
without  foundation  ;  that  the  treaties  by 
which  they  were  bound  were  not  violated ; 
Chat  a  correspondence  of  a  political  nature 
'Wa<  not  carried  on  ;  and  a  conduct  result- 
ing from  it  pursued,  hostile  to  the  just 
rights,  and  affecting  tbe  secuiity  of  the 
British  empire  in  India.— If,  sir,  the  c<  n- 
elusion  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  draw,  and  as 
it  appears  to  my  apprehension  the  only 
just  one  that  can  be  drawn  from  all  that 
has  been  stated,  is  the  direct  reverse  of 
this.  The  rights  accruing  from  it  to  the 
British  government,  become  the  next  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  and   consideration The 

^tuation  of  the  nabob  may  be  considered 
in  two  points  of  view;  one  with  reference 
to  the  original  dependancy  of  bis  station, 
under  the  mogut  constitution,  and  the 
opinion  that,  in  releasing  him  from  bis 
allegiance  to  his  natural  superior,  we  only 
transferred  that  allegianca  to  ourselves,  as 
well  as  with  reference  to  the  revertible 
condition  on  which  he  received. the  De- 
wannee,  and  the  state  of  practical  sobjec- 
t)on  in  which  he  stood  controlled  in  Ms 
foreign  relations,  and  indebted  to  ns,  both 
for  the  external  defence,  and  internal  se- 
curity, of  ail  he  enjoyed,  regarding  him, 
in  a  word,  as  a  mere  feudatory  of  the 
British  power. — In  the  other  point  of  View, 
fie  may  be  considered  as  relying,  indeed, 
upon  us  for  his  safety  and  protecdon,  but 
possessing,  nevertheless,  the  rights  of  an 
mdependent  prince;  rights  deduced  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  condition  of  his 
engagements  which  ha»e  been  alluded  to, 
having  been,  on  bis  part,  repeatedly  in- 
fringed, and  that  infringement  never  hav- 
ing on  ours  been  made  a  pretence  for  re- 
suming what  our  friendship  had  conferred 
on  him,  from  repeated  treaties  having  been 
concluded  with  him,  both  subsequent  to, 
ftud  Id  cODtemplatioQ  of  these  very  breaches 


of  engageinent,  «nd  his  having  cm  these 
occasions,  both  treated  and  been  treated 
with,  in  the  character  of  an  independent 
prince.  Thus  it  may  be  said,  as  fsr  as  re* 
latedtous,  though  maintained  by  the  power 
and  protection  of  our  government,  be  was 
invested  with  all  the  political  and  personal 
rights  incident  to  real  sovereignty  and 
indepeRdence.  — To  ^is  latter  opinitm  I 
own  myself  inclined  to  accMe,  but  t  can- 
not admit  that  the  treaty  of  I7fl3,  alluded 
to  in  the  resolutions,  has  any  bearing  or 
effect  on  this  question.  '  The  article  in 
that  treaty  which  alone  mentions  the 
aabob,  was  introduced  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  terminating  the  disputed  claims  of 
Salabat  Jing,  and  Mahomet  Ally,  in  sap- 
port  of  which  respectively,  France  and 
England  had  carried  on  the  war  in  the 
peninsula  of  India.  Tley  therefore  joined 
in  recognizing,  as  iar  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, the  former  as  subEdi  of  the  Deccan, 
the  tatter  as  nabob  of  Arcot.  What  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  each  were  in 
their  several  situations,  was  a  point  1^ 
wholly  untouched,  and  to  be  determined 
by  tbe  laws  and  usages  of  the  Mogul  mb- 
pire. — The  character  then  in  which  I  am 
willing  to  consider  the  nabob,  is  that  of 
an  independent  prince  nnder  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  power,  nor  have  I  a 
wish' Id  insist  on  any  right,  or  S  appeal  to 
any  liiw  in  favour  of  what  has  been  done 
by  our  Indian  government,  which  might 
ndt  be  equal^  appealed  to,  and  insisted 
upon  towards  a  prince  who  was  exempted 
from  all  reliance  on  our  friendship,  either 
for  his  defence  or  security.  AH  I  ask,  in 
return  for  tiiis  admission,  is,  that  he  may 
be  considered  in  cme  only  of  these  capa- 
cities, and  that  it  may  not  be  contended 
th^t  he  was  at  once  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  a  snbject,  and  to  the  immunities  of  & 
sovereign. — It  is  superfluous  to  argue  that 
Xhe  nabob  Omdnt  ul  Omrah  was  in  con- 
jui(Ction  with  his  father,  a  party  to  die 
treaty  of  1792,  not  merely  as  his  fattire 
successor,  recognized  in  that  treaty,  bqt 
individually  in  his  own  name  and  person. 
He  was,  therefore,  from  the  period  of  its 
conclusion,  bound  to  the  observance  of  all 
its  stipulations,  and  had,  in  the  same  de- 
gree  with  his  father,  conveyed  to  us  what 
is  called  a  perfect  right  to  the  benefits 
they  conferred.  If,  therefore,  the  obliga- 
tion contracted  wa^  not  fulfilled  in  both 
according  to  its  tenor,  w?  acquired  with 
respect  t6  both,  !  apprehend,  the  right  of 
entorcine  it.  if  it  was  desirable  it  inumld 
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the  violatioii  of  it>  if  reparation  was  deemed 
beneficial,  or  of  avoiding  the  treaty  alto- 
gether>  if  that  should  be  most  consistent 
with  our  views  of  expediency. — I  trust, 
sir,  I  cannot  be  so  much  misconceived  as 
to  be  supposed  to  contend,  that  every  little 
failure  in  fulfilling  the  strict  letter  of  a 
treaty,  is  to  be  a  ground, for  resorting  to 
the  exercise  of  these  rights ;  far  from  it. 
In  my  conception  the  infringement  must 
be  not  of  the  letter  only,  but  of  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  the  engagement,  that  too  in 
points  not  trivial,  but  essential  and  im- 
portant.   Such  are  the  points  that  present 
themselves  in  the  grant  of  assignments, 
confessedly  made,  although  expressly  pro- 
hibited, which  involved  both  the  Violation 
of  the  treaty,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
resources  on  which  we  depended :    and 
also  in  carrying  on  political  correspondence 
with  a  foreign  power,  evien  destitute  of 
any  special  aggravations.     From  infrac- 
tions of  this  kind  there  is  no  doubt  we 
should    have    derived  a  clear  right   to 
demand    present   reparation,  and  future 
security,    and  from  the  refusal  of  these 
demands,  an  unquestionable  right  of  war 
would  have  accrued.     Were  it  requisite, 
it  would  not,  perhaps,  b^  a  difficult  task 
to  pirove  that,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  what  we  have  actually  ob- 
tained in  the  Carnatic,  does  not  exceed 
the  bounds  of  this  necessary  security;  but 
this  discussion  would  here  be  mere  waste 
of  time.     I  have  adverted  to  it  only  te 
mark  that  even  the  accumulated  injuries 
we  suffered,  have  not  carried  us  materially 
beyond  what  the  infraction  of  the  nabob's 
engagements,   without    the.    aggravation, 
might  have  well  warranted. — If  it  is  not 
such  infractions  alone,  but  if  in  addition  to 
such  infractions  of  the  subsisting  treaty, 
there   be    shewn  an   association  with  a 
prince,  not  simply  unfriendly  in  his  cha- 
racter, smd  opposite  in  his  interests,  but  in 
the  actual  preparation  of  war ;  the  object 
of  which  was  our  utter  extirpation,  if  it 
be  shewn  that  this  association  betrayed  it- 
self, not  only  while  war  was  in  contempla- 
tion, but  continued  and  operated,  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  hostilities  that  en- 
sued.    No  one,  I  apprehend,  will  contend, 
that  from   the  instant  such  an    associa- 
tion existed,  the  respective  parties  did  not 
assume  the  position  of  enemies,  and  that 
all  the  rights  which  a  state  of  war  can  con- 
vey, did  not  accrge  to  the  injured  power  ; 
rights  coextensive  with  the  demands  of 
permancat  and    effectual    security,    and 
Mmsted  only  by  the  gseatt  principles  of  hu- 
Vov*  XI. 


manity  and  justice. — ^The  sudden  irruption 
of  the  king  of  I^russia  into  Saxony,  in  the 
year  1766,  in  the  midst  of  apparently  pro- 
found peace,  is  a  fact  with  which  every 
one  must  be  acquainted.     What  was  his 
defence  L  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
Saxony  participated  with  other  powers  in 
a  confederacy  for  his  destruction,  and  that 
this  gave  him  the  right  of  immediate  war. 
On  this  right  he  acted,  and  though  there 
were  circumstances  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  his  measures  that  excited 
clamour  against  him  at  the  time,  there  is 
no  man  at  this  day,  I  believe,  who  does 
not  admit,  that  the  act  of  carrying  war 
into  Saxony  was  fully  justified.   Such  then  . 
is  the  right  towards  a  power  wholly  inde- 
pendent*    What  is  the  diiierence*  in  re- 
spect to  a  dependent  and  protected  one  ? 
It  is  this ;   that  in  the  case  of  an  indepen- 
dent power,  our  rights  can  only  be  realis- 
ed through  the  medium  of  successful  war  ; 
in  that  of  a  protected  one  we  are  already 
in  the  dtuation  in  which  successful  war 
would  place  us ;  but  it  will  not  be,  there- 
fore, contended  that  our  rights  are  less ; 
it  will  not- be  contended  that  what,  con- 
sistently with  every  law,  may  be  justly 
pursued  through  all  the  hazarcTs  and  cala- 
mities of  war,  we  are  forbid  to  atten^pt 
when  those  calamities  are  (ifissociated  from 
the  acquisition  of  it — that,  the  measureg 
which  it  is  our  unquestionable  right  to  take 
against  a  foreign  foe,  we  may  not,  legiti- 
mately, resort  to,  against  a  trakor  in  ouv 
very  bosom  :    the  rights  are  the  san^e> 
though  the  means  of  them  are  widely  dif- 
ferent.— If  these  principles  are  just,  let 
them  be  applied  to  the  case  before  us;  and 
if  gentlemen  agree  with  me,  in  the  con- 
viction that  the  documents  adduced,  com- 
bined with  subsequent  circumstances,cleai'* 
ly  prove  a  connection  to  have  been  estab* 
lished,  on  the  part  of  the  nabobs,  with  Tip^ 
poo  Sultaun,  at  the  very  time  he  was  medi- 
tating hostilities  against  us,  and  that  in 
prosecution  of  the  purposes  of  this  con* 
nection,  he  was  not  only  furnished  with 
intelligence  and   advice*  but  during  the 
contest,  in  which  our  very  existence  was 
involved,  Omdut  ul  Omrah  adhered  to  his 
cause,  and  aided  him  to  the  extent  of  his 
power,  by  treacherously  obstructing  our 
supplies,  and  embarrassing  the  progress  of 
our  arms.     They  must  feelalso  with  me, 
that  every  engagement  between  us  and  ouc 
ally  was  abrogated  ;  and  so  abrogated  as^ 
at  the  same  time,  to  constitute  that  case  of 
injury,  from  which,  according  to  the  usages 
of  nations,  the  rights  of  war  leg;itimately 
2  A 
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result — Had  the  detection  of  this  corres- 
pondence occurred  preyious  to  the  fall  of 
Seringapatam ;  had  we,  during  the  actual 
'existence  of  hostilities,  discovered  the 
-  course  of  infidelity  by  which  the  nabo^b 
was  betraying  OUT  cause,  and  counteracting 
our  measures ;  had  we  at  once,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  indignation,  repaid  his  ingratitude 
and  perfidy,  by  driving  him  from  the 
throne,  and  assuming  his  country,  Irhere  is 
the  man  that  could  have  hesitated  upon 
the  justice  of  the  act  ?  But,  sir,  neither 
did  the  discovery  take  place  under  these 
circumstances,  nor  when  it  did  take  place, 
did  the  governor-general  so  act  upon  it ; 
on  the  contrary,  a  period  of  time  was  suf- 
fered to  elapse  beiore  he  availed  himself 
of  any  of  the  rights  with  which  the  disaf- 
fection of  the  nabobs  had  invested  him'. 
And  this  is  supposed  to  create  a  new  and 
diflierent  case.  What  real  difierence  can 
be-  found  in*  it  is  beyond  my  comprehen- 
sion ;  but  so  jt  is  contended  ;  and  being 
contended,  I  cannot  pass  it  by  without  no- 
tice. The  right  of  war  is  one  thing,  and 
the  exercise  of  that  right  is  another ;  the 
principle  of  tlie  first  is  justice,*t)f  the  latter 
expediency.  Erery  one  can  figure  to 
himself  situations  in  which  a  nation  may 
stand,  where  rights  of  war,  the  most  eleai' 
and  incontrovertible,  cannot  be  acted  upon 
Vitbottt  the  greatest  hazard ;  and  where 
the  sense  of  the  deepest  injuries  must  be, 
(as  it  often  is)  for  the  time,  suppressed  or 
dissembled  ;  but  are  all  the  rights  arising 
out  of  such  injuries  thus  destroyed  ?  or  will 
it  be  asserted  that,  in  the  event  of  a  coun- 
try possessing  rights,  unquestionably  just, 
it  can  be  placed  in  this  dilemma,  that  it 
must  either  consent  to  abandon  them  en- 
tirely, or  immediately -to  act  upon  them, 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  its  own  destruction. 
Is  it  possible  this  can  be  so  ?  and  if  not, 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  war  necessarily 
resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  puce  ex- 
pediency, which  the  circumstances  of  each 
mdividual  case  must  govern.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  far  from  saying,  that  these 
rigfais  are  sueh*  as  may  be  laid  aside,  and 
stored  up  for  ages,  to  be  resumed  at  any 
period  that  ambition  or  interest  may  dictate; 
if  acted  upon,  they  must  be  acted  upon  with- 
in certain  restrictions,  and  free  from  the  in- 
tervention of  anv  acts  of  confidence  and 
friendship  whidi  imply  the  relinquish- 
ment of  every  hostile  intention.  Mere 
delay,  within  given  limits,  cannot,  I  ap- 
prehend, be  assumed  as  a  ground  on 
which  alone  to  presume  such  a  relinqt)irsh- 
ment,  and  what  besides  took  place  that 


could  rationally  afibrd  the  nabob  erouad» 
for  a  presumption,  that  the  gmlt  of  which 
he  was  conscious,  and  which  he  had  red* 
son  to  believe  detected,  would  not  be 
acted  upon,  I  do  not  know,  if  any  acts 
from  wnence  such  an  inference  could  be 
drawn  did  occur,  I  must  confess  my  ig- 
norance of  them.  The  causes  of  the  de- 
lay appear  in  the  documents  before  you ; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  the  critical  state  of 
important  negociations  with  other  powers, 
the  condition  /of  the  neighbouring  pro^ 
vinces,  in  which  rebellion  was  raging,  and 
the  desire  the  governor-general  naturally 
felt  to  investigate  fully  the  particulars  of 
the  case,  and  to  receive  an  intimation  at 
least,  of  the  feelings  of  those  to  whom  he 
was  responsible,  before  he  .  proceeded  to 
take  the  measures  which  the  situation  of 
the  country,  and  the  permanent  safety  of 
^  the  interests  it  was  his  duty  to  guard,  ob- 
viously demanded.  These,  sir,  were  the 
considerations  that,  for  a  time,  suspended 
the  exercise  of  our  rights,— -considerations 
which  must,. to  every  unbiassed  mind,  (if 
the  exercise  be  as  I  have  stated  it,  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency)  satisfactorily  warrant 
the  delay,  without  at  aU  iavaiiaating  the 
right;  amd  justify,  the  final  oiders  when 
given,  to  demand  firom  Omdut  uL  Omrah 
the  security  we  ultimately  obtained? — 
That  security,  it  is  said  however^  was  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  demanded  from  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,.  but  from  hi»  unoffending  succes* 
sor.  Why  was  it  not?  At  the  moment 
when  the  order  avrived^  the  nabob,  who 
had  been  long  in  a  state  of  declining 
health,  appeared  to  be  fast  approaching  to 
his  final  dissolution.  Insensible  and  obdu- 
rate indeed  must  be  the  heart  that  cannot 
sympathise  in  the  last  hours  of  human 
existence.  Not  such  a  one  was  that  of 
lord  CHve.  ile  did  feel  ail  the  compassion 
the  situation  of  the  nabob  vvas  calqulated 
to  inspire.  He  respected  the  inviolable 
privileges,  of  a  death  bed,  and  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  was  permitted  to  close  his  eyes  in  ^ 
peace,  neither  molested  by  accusation,  ob 
disquieted  by  the  consequences  of  his  per- 
fidy and  ingratitude.  Can  it  he  argued 
that  rights  so  suspended  were  thereby  ex-» 
tinguished  ?  Was  the  conduct, of  a  prince 
merely  pensonal,  this,  might  be  tsue  ;  and 
on  this  s^round,  I  presume,  it  is  stated^  and 
most  unjustly  stated,  that  the  Briiish  go- 
vermnent  punished  the  innocent  for  the 
guilty.  I  deny  the  charge.  I  deny  that 
pmushment  in  any  respect,,  however  fla- 
grantly provoked,  was  the  object  of  the 
British  gOTernment;   k&  object^  its  sole 
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object  was  secolrity  for  its  own  legitimate 
rights — security  which  the  violation  of 
those  rights,  and  the  perfidious  and  hostile 
conduct  of  the  nabobs  had  imposed  on  us 
the  duty  of  enforcing,  and  the  claim  to 
which,  according  to  the  best  principles  of 
•public  law,  applied  as  strongly  to  him  who 
inherited,  as  to  his  guilty  and  faithless 
predecessor.    *  It  is  one  of  the  first  prin- 

*  cipies,'  says  a  distingtiished  authority  on 
these  subjects,  '  of  general   equity   laid 

*  down  by  the  writers  on  that  law,  that, 
'  an  heir  or  successor,  from  the  very  cir- 
^  cumstance  of  his  possessing  the  inheri- 
'  tance,  is  not  only  bound  for  the  engage- 

*  ments  of  the  person  whom  he  succeeds, 
^  hwt  cannot  be  discharged  from  the  obli- 
'  gation  to  repair  the  damage  which  the 
^  deceased  m&y  have  occasioned  by  his 
'crimes  or  ofiences;  neither  under  the 
'  pretext  that  he  derives  no  benefit  from 
^  these  crimes  or  ofiences,  nor  because 
■*  there  may  have  been  no  accusation  or 

*  condemn.ation  against  the  deceased.'  * 
It  is  a  doctrine,  as  new,  as  contrary  to  rea- 
son, that  the  conduct  of  princes  by  whom 
states  and  nations  are  represented,  should 
be  considered  as  the  act^  of  individuals, 
«nd  perishing  with  them.  As  well  might 
it  be  contended  that  the  enmity  and  ag- 
ressions of  Tippoo  Sultaun  were  obli- 
terated when  he  fell  upon  the  walls  of 
JSeringapatam,  and  all  our  claims  to  re- 
paration buried  in  his  tomb;  that  nothing 
remained  for  us  to  doubt  to  place  his  inno- 
cent son  upon  the  vacant  throne,  with  the 
xindtminished  powerand  dominion  of  his  fe- 


of  the  British  interests.    The  very  pro- 
position  made  to  him  expressly  includ- 
ed the  condition  of  his  accession* to  this 
claim — ^the  p'jice  in  which  he  naturally 
stood — the  wish  on  the  part  of  the'  gover- 
nor-general to  accomplish  this  object  by 
the  forms  of  treaty,  rather  than  by  an 
immediate  and  painful  exercise  of  onr  just 
rights,  designated   him  as  the  person  to 
whom,  if  any  proposition  whatever  was 
thought  expedient,  it  should  be  made  in 
the  first  instance.     But  that  proposition, 
dictated  as  it  was  by  a  generous  impulse 
of  humanity  alone,  when  refused  and  re- 
jected, could  not  have  the  effect  of  limit* 
ing  those  rights  which,  if  they  exist  at  all, 
are  as  extensive  as  the  interests  they  are  in- 
tended to  protect.     In  fact,  sir,  if  the  con- 
duct of  the  nabobs  was  such  as  to  place 
them  in  the  situation  of  public  enemies ; 
if  the  rights  of  war,  as  it  has  been  con- 
tended, justly  attached  upon  them,  every 
hereditary   claim  was  extinguished,  and 
the  whole  state  was  submitted  to  whatever 
disposition  the  security  of  our  interests, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  might 
prescribe. — ^'Ihe  principle  of  humanity,  and 
consideration  for  the   family  of  Arcot, 
which  dictated  the  offer  to  Ally  Hussein, 
presided  also  over  the  disposition  that  was 
finally  made,,  and  limited  it  to  the  neces- 
sary objects  that  were  to  be  attained  and  , 
secured.    What  but  this,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  our  alliance  with  the  nabobs  of 
the  Camatic,*  subsisting  almost  from  the 
first  dawn  of  our  political  power  in. the 
peninsula?   What  but  the  reluctance  to 


thpr.     If  the  principle  applies  to  one  case,    expose  to  disgrace  .and  humiliation  tiiose 
it  applies  to  the  other.    Our  ri|^ts  were  the    whom  we  had  adopted  as  the  partners  of 
same  in  both ;  in  the  one  indeed  we  were 
obliged  to  establish  tliem  by  successfiil  war, 
in  the  other  we  had  happily  the  power  of 


securing  tbem  without  a  similar  struggle. — 
The  proposition  offered  to  Ally  Hussein  has 


ciple,  and  as  an  acknowledgment,  on  our 
part,  of  the  right  that  devolved  to  him.  A 
right  to  what  ?  I  do  not  enter  into  the 
question  of  his  legitimacy,  I  am  ready  to 
allow  him  to  be  the  legal  heir  of  the  late 
nabob  Omdut  ul  Omrah.  And  what  then? 
he  could  possess 'no  further  right  by  in-^ 
heritance  than  that  of  assuming  the  si- 
tuation his  deceased  farther  possessed; 
rendered  subject,  by  the  conduct  of  that 
fether,  to  the  claim  of  whatever  might 
be    necessary  to    the   efiectdal   security 

*  Domat's  Compendittm  of  Civil  and 
Public  Law. 


our  fortune,  and  raised  to  sovereign  domi- 
nion ?  What,  but  the  generosity  charac- 
teristic of  the.  British  nation,  could  have 
led  us  to  forget  that  from  the  nabobs  we 
had  experienced  little  but  faithlessness  and 


been  adduced  in  confutation  of  this  prin-    ingratitude,  and  the  people  committed  to 


their  rule,  nothing  but  misery  and  oppres- 
sion? .What  but  these  sentiments  codld 
have  stifled  our  just  resentments,  under  the^ 
accumulated  injuries  we  had  sustained,  and 
produced  the  efforts  that  were  made  by 
our  government,  to. obtain  by  friendly  ne- 
gociation,  wJiat  as  a  right  it  might  have  at 
once  confidently  assumed  ?  What  but  these, 
to  continue  to  their  families  as  we  b^ve 
done,  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  affluence* 
dignity,  and  splendour,  which  belonged  to 
their  station,  and  to  wbich  they  had  ever- 
been  accustomed? — On  the  next  point, 
relating  to  the  manner  in  which  our  rights 
were  txwmA,  and  the  duty  of  le^erdsing 
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•&em  to  the  extent  we  did.  I  am  happy 
to  think  that  little  doubt  can  be  entertained; 
indeed,  i  shall  be  sarprised  it\.  in  any  part 
*of  this  discussion,  it  i^onld  •be  contended, 
-or  at  least  contended  by  one  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  Carnatic,  that  any 
thing  short  of  the  transfer  of  the  whole 
ciTil  and  military  administration  of  the 
Country  to  the  British  goyemment,  was 
capable  of  providing  eftectually  for  the 
rights  we  were  bound  to  maintain,  and 
tor  the  prosperity  of  the  long  oppres- 
sed inhabitants  of  a  country  which  it 
now  became  equally  our  duty  to  watch 
oyer  and  protect.  Though  1  do  not  admit 
the  state  of  the  Camatic>  deplorable  as  it 
might  be,  could  form  any  ground  .on 
which  to  found  a  right  to  adopt  the  mea- 
flore  that  has  been  resorted  to,  yet  it  can 
scarcely  be  denied,  that  when  the  circum- 
stances of  hostility  and  perfidy  before 
stated,  4id  place  the  whole  country  at  our 
disposal,  we  became  responsible  for  the 
efiects  of  whatever  dispositions  we  should 
make,  and  for  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, no  less  than  for  our  own  security : 
from  that  moment  on  our  heads  must  na- 
turally rest  the  odium  of  every  abuse,  in- 
justice, and  oppression  that  was  sufiered 
to  prevaih,  and  it  was  in  our  power  to  avert. 
And  was  there  even  a  possibility  of  avert- 
ing them  o^erwise  than  by  the  complete 
transfer  of  the  administration  ?  Did  not 
the  ^tate  of  things,  and  long  experience 
alike  demonstrate  that  every  hope  of  ob- 
viating the  recurrence  of  the  numberless 
evils  with  which  the  Carnatic  was  afflicted, 
founded  on  any  other  basis,  was  but 
visionary  and  delusive. — There  are  many 
gentlemen  in  the  house  wiM>  from  local 
knowledge  and  personal  observation,  are 
much  better  able  to  detail  to  you,  than  I 
can  be,  the  state  and  condition  of  that 
unhappy  country.  The  documents  them- 
selves contain  abundant  and  melancholy 
proofs  of  the  sufferings  of  its  inhabitants, 
under  the  operation  of  assignments  made 
to  those  who,  having  no  interest  or  object, 
but  to  repay  to  themselves  with  vsury  the 
money  they  had  advanced,  let  loose  every 
species,  of  cruelty  and  extortion  in  accom- 
plishing it.  Nor  less  under  the  immediate 
managers  appointed  by  the  nabob,  wik> 
seem  to  have  b«en  commissiomsd  only  to 
exhaust  and  ruin  the  provinces  committed 
Uy  their  charge,  atkd  to  whose  uncontroll- 
ed rapacity,  the  insatiable  wants  of  the 
circar,  delivered  over,  without  remorse,  an 
unprotected  imd  unresisting  peo|iAe.  For 
t^  fint  1  beg  leave  to  nfer  t»  the  sicken^ 


ing  detail  given  by  lord  Hobart,  in  one 
of  the  papers  on  your  table  (it  is  too*  long 
to  read,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
make  selections)  in  which,  after  describing 
the  progress  of  these  transactions,  through 
all  their  circumstances,  and  tracing  a  truly 
afflicting  picture  of  the  iniquity  and  bar- 
barity that  accompanied  them,  he  con- 
cludes a  part  of  hi^  statement  by  observ- 
ing: '  After  this  exposition,  no  comment 
'  can  be  required  to  shew  that  this  species 
'  of  government,  if  it  deserves  the  name 
'  of  government,  contains  the  most  griev- 
'  ous  oppression  of  the  people,  the  certain 
'  impoverishment  of  the  country ;  and 
'  consequently  the  inevitable  decay  of  the 
*  revenue.'  In  another  passage,  speaking 
of  the  effect  of  the  system  pursued,  upon 
the  resources  as  connected  with  the  state 
of  the  country,  he  says,  '  whatever  dimi* 
notion  (and  it  is  considerable)  in  value, 
the  security  is  gradually  though  rapidly 
sustaining,  carries  along  with  it  the  des^ 
truction  of  the  human  race,  and  the  de- 
isolation  of  the  country.' — With  respect 
to  the  latter,  I  shall  only  beg  leave  to 
read  the  account  of  the  collector  of  Tri- 
chtnopoly :  alluding  to  the  mans^ment 
previous  to  the  transfer  of  the  administra- 
tion, he  writes ;  * '  The  late  management, 
whether  consideired  in  a  speculative  or 
practical  point  of  view,  presents,  general^ 
ly  speaking,  as  its  distinguishing  natures, 
a  total .  want  of  system,  where  system 
would  have  bera  beneficial,  a  most  bane- 
ful spirit  of  extortion  and  oppression, 
and  an  indifference  to  the  happiness  and 
welfve  of  the  people,  as  senseless  as  in- 
human. The  people  never  knew  when 
the  demands  on  them  were  to  cease,  nor 
do  the  managers  seem  to  have  known 
when  their  extortions  were  to  stop.  The 
assessments  called  fixed,  seem  only  to 
have  been  calculated  to  point  out  where 
extortion  might  be  levied  and  increased, 
and  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  culti* 
vate,  in  the  vain  hope  that  no  more  than 
theibced  assessment,  whether  in  grain  or 
money,  would  be  taken  firom  them ;  a 
hope  which  returned  with  every  season, 
but  which  returned  only  to  blast  the 
prospects  of  those  who  too  credulously 
indulged  it.  I  will  venture  to  assert, 
that  if  the  revenues  were  in  any  one 
year  collected  according  to  the  establish^ 
ed  rates  of  assessment,  it  was  only  to  in- 
dnoe  the  inhabkants,  by  this  apparent 
moderation,  to  increase  the  cultivation 
of  the  waiXfeedimg  yt^fB,  akid  thos  alferd 
the  managers  or  renters  an  .epportoifit]^ 
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<  of  doubling  their  plunder.'*— The  con- 
viction of  the  house  must  anticipate  any 

'observations  of  mine  on  the  «fiects  of  such 
a  8ysteni>  under  which  no  country^  how- 
ever otherwise  blessed .  by  the  bounty  of 
Providence,  could  flourish ;  rs^id  decay 
must  have  reduced,  and  speedy  extinction 
impended  over  the  resources  on  which  our 
dependence  rested, — ^To  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  this  evil  would  have  been  in  itself 
a  sufficient  motive,  were  we  even  inca- 
pable of  feeling  the  more  noble  one  of 
rescuing  asuilering  people  from  such  ca- 
lamity. That  the  transfer  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  that  alone,  could  accomplish 
these  objects,  I  will  not  endeavour  to  make 
out  in  argument.  By  relying  for  the 
proof  of  its  necessity  on  the  highest  au- 
thorities to  which,  on  Indian  subjects,  we 
are  accustomed  to  refer,  I  am  sure  I  shall 
serve  my  cause  more  effectually,  more 
completely,  and  satisfy  the  minds  of  all 
who  hear  me.  Nor  does  it  rest  alone  on 
the  authority  of  every  governor  who  has 
presided  there,  but  of  every  individual 
whose  judgment  has  been  of  real  value, 
who  felt  or  understood  either  the  British 
interests,  or  the  interests  of  the  country, 
itself;  and  who  has  been  free  from  the 
participation  and  taint  of  the  abuses  and 
corruptions  known  to  exist ;  abuses,  which 
^ad  long  and  successfully  combated  every 
.measure,  and  baffkd  every  attempt  to  re- 
strain or  correct  them.  I  will  select  only 
the  testimonies  of  sir  Eyre  Coole,  of  lord 
Macartney,  and  principally  of  lord  Com- 
wallts,  as  stated  in  the  papers  on  the  table. 
Sir  l^yre  Coote's  marks  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  effects  of  the  nabob's  govern- 
ment on  our  aflairs.  The  w^hole  of  the 
argument  of  lord  Macartney  on  the  sub- 
ject of  surrendering  the  assignment,  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  necessity  of  our  possessing 
the  whole  administration  of  the  country, 
if  we  would  have  any  chance  of  security 
for  our  interests  on  the  coast.  The  opi- 
nion of  Iprd  Cornwall  is  I  shall  read  at 
length,  as  I  am  aware  it  is  one  of  deserved 
weight  in  this  house,  and  wherever  the 
name  and  character  of  that  great  and  ex- 
cellent man  is  known.  '  I  have  long  seen,' 
says  his  lordship,  '  with  very  great  con- 
'  cem,  the  various  defects  of  the  system  of 
'the  government 'of  the  Carnatic;  and 
*  being  extremely  anxious  that  some  plan 
'  shooklbe  introduced  and  established  there 
'*  that  should  be  better  adapted  than  any 
f  d^at  has  yet  been  tried,  for  seovring  the 

<  country  against  external  enemies,  and 

<  for  ^psomotibg  its  gienexal    prosperity. 
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I  have  beea  hitherto  prevented  from 
making  propositions  to  the  nabob  to  that 
efiect,  more  by,  n^y  distance  from  the 
scene,  or  my  other  occupations,  than  by 
the  .consideration  of  the  obstacles  that 
might  occur  in  the  negociation  with  his 
highness,  or  of  the  disapprobation  that 
interested  and  disappointed  men  might 
afterwards  express  of  my  conduct.  2. 
The  disadvantage  and  danger  arising 
from  the  separation  of  the  internal  go- 
vernment, and  management  of  the  reve- 
nue, of  the  country,  from  the  responsibi- 
lity for  its  defence,,  is  so  obvious,  that  if 
there  had  appeared  to  be  the  least  chance 
of  obtaining  the  nabob's  voluntary  ac- 
quiescence, I  should,  without  hesitation, 
have  been  ready  to  propose  to  him,  as 
the  plan  best  calculated  for  promoting 
his  own  interest  and  comfort,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gar- 
natic,  that  he  should  entrust  the  company 
with  the  entire  management  of  the 
country,  in  addition  to  the  responsibility 
for  its  defence,  under  an  engagement  on 
their  part,  after  allotting  certain  sums  for 
public  purposes,  and  lor  the  gradual  li- 
quidation of  his  private  debts,  to  pay 
him,  regularly,  a  liberal  portion  of  its 
revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  the  support  of  his  dignity.' — 
On  another  occasion  his  lordship  expresses 
himself  as  follows  : — '  I  must  freely  own 
that  I  could  not  venture  to  propose  an)r 
plan,  on  the  success  of  which  I  could 
have  any  firm  reliance,  unless  the  nabob 
could  be  induced,  by  a  large  annual  re- 
venue, regularly  paid,  and  property  se- 
cured to  him,  to  surrender  the  manage- 
ment of  his  country,  for  a  long  term  of 
years  to  the  Company. — ^The  nabob's 
age,  his  long  connection  with  us^  his 
rights  to  the  possession  of  the  country, 
which,  however,  without  our  assistance, 
would  have  been  of  little  value  to  him, 
and  exaggerated  accounts  of  his  former 
services  may  furnish  topics  for  popular 
declamation,  and  may  possibly  engage 
the  nation,  upon  mistaken  ideas  of  huma- 
nity, to  support  a  system  of  cruelty  and 
oppression.  But,  whilst  I  feel  conscious 
that  I  am  endeavouring  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  the  good  of 
my  country,  I  shall  give  very  little 
weight  to  such  considerations,  and  should 
ocmceive  that  I  had  not  performed  the 
doty  of  the  hi^h  and  responsit>le  office 
in^wfiich  you  ididme  the  honour  to  plaofe 
me,  if  1  did  not 'declare,  that  the  present 
mhud  g^^rmgiient  ^cannot  prbsper^  even 


303]        PARL.  DEBATER  Mat  17, 19M^^GmiMei<fMmfA  Wdkdiy^       [5M 


'  io  tlie  beft  hands  in  wliich  your  fwit  irf* 

*  it  can  be  placed,  and  that,  nnleat  some 
«  ancfa  plan  as  that  which  I  hare  proposed, 
'  shou£d  be  adopted,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'  Caniatic  nnist  continoe  to  be  wretched, 

*  the  nabob  mnst  remain  an  indigent  bank- 
'  nqity  and  the  country  an  nselMs  and  ez- 
'  pensive  burthen  to  the  company  and  the 
'  nation.' — ^The  state  of  the  country  was,  in- 
deed, deplorable,  and  it  is  with  grief  and 
shame  I  add,Uiat  our  fellow  subjects  appear 
to  haye  had  but  too  great  a  share  in  contri- 
buting to  produce  t^t  state  of  things,  and 
not  less  in  rendering  abortive  every  attempt 
to  improve  or  correct  it.  With  refermce  to 
this  point,  and  also  with  %  view  to  the  con- 
diuon  of  the  country,  the  necessity,  (if  not 
of  the  precise  change  that  took  place)  of  a 
modification  of  our  relations  with  the  na- 
bob, and  a  new  and  more  effectual  ar- 
rangement, in  order  to  realize  the  objects 
of  our  connection  with  him,  I  adduce,  as 
my  last  authority,  one  whidi  will  be  cer- 
tamly  deemed  disinterested,  and  to  which 
I  am  persuaded  some  gentlemen  will  pay 
a  degree  of  respect,  they  may  be  disposed 
to  refose  to  any  other  testimony  that  can 
be  offered,  I  mean  th^t  of  Omdut  nl  Om- 
rah  himself,  the  purport  of  whose  conver- 
sation with  lord  Hobart,  is  given  in  his 
lordship's  minute  of  the  24th of  Nov.  1 795, 
on  the  subject  of  the  modification  of  the 
treaty  of  1792,  then  propos^  to  him,  of 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
the  following  extract : — ^  It  has  been  with 
'  the  deepest  regret  that  I  have  found  the 
'  nabob  unmoved  by  my  entreaties  and  re- 
'  monstrances  upon^this  subject ;  not  that 
.'  he  has  been  insensible  to  the  justice  and 

'  expediency  of  what  I  have  proposed;  but^ 
'  as  be  has  candidly  confessed  at  several 

*  interviews  with  me,  that  he  has  not  the 
'  resolution  to  comply ;  informing  me  that 
'his  native  ministers,  and  European  ad- 

*  visers,  so  perplexed,  plagued,  and  intimi- 
'  dated  him,  that  he  could  not  venture 
'  upon  the  measure,  notwithstanding  his 
'  conviction  that  he  ought  to  do  so/ — 
Long  experiencre,  not  less  than  the  preced- 
ing authorities  I  have  quoted,  sufficiently 
pointed  out  the  only  change  that  could,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  prove  successful.  If 
^it-was  our  duty,. then, to  regard  the  pre- 
servation of  our  rights,  and  to  fix  the  hap- 
piness of  a  people  whose  fate  was  placed 
in  our  hands,  could  it  be  otherwise  than 
o)ir  duty  to  enforce  the  transfer  of  the  civil 
and  military  administration  as  the  only  se-^ 
curity  for  those  rights,  and  the  only  reme- 
dy fi^^  the  evils  endored  by  the  country.— 


The  -value  and  Uie  bowfits  of  a  meamre  of 
this  nature,  had  been  long  and  universally 
felt,  both  at  home  and  in  India.  Tliat  they 
were  io  felt  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  do  I 
desire  to  deny  it.  The  feeling  breathes 
through  every  part  of  the  documents  on 
the  ta&le.  I  am  aware  it  may  be  argoed 
(as,  indeed,  it  has  been  a:i^;oed)  that  this 
feeling  alone  dictated  the  roeatare  we  »e 
discussing.  But,  sir,  there  are  happily 
fects  to  be  referred  to»  that  amply  reifute 
such  an  accusation.  Had  the  sense  of  ad- 
vantage, independant  of  the  principles  of 
rieht  and  justice,  been  the  governing  spring 
of  our  condnct,  why  the  long-permitted 
continuance  of  the  miseries  of  the  Camatic 
under  our  eyes?  Why  did  the  various  at- 
tempts made  by  us  to  correct  the  inade- 
quacy of  our  relations  with  the  nabob,  as 
successfully  as  they  waere  perseveringly 
resisted,  prove  uniformly  abortive  ?  Why 
the  restoration  of  the  country  to  that  iron 
rule,  which  had  so  abused  and  <m»res8ed 
it,  in  the  several  instances  when  under  lord 
Macartney  and  lord  Comwallis,  it  came 
into  our  possession,  and  when  policy  spoke 
at  least  as  decnsively  in  favour  of  retaining 
it,  as  it  could  ever  do  afterwards  for  its  ac- 
quisition. These  are  proofs  that  it  was 
not  to  the  suggestions  of  interest  alone  to 
which  we  listened.  It  was  not,  till  an 
occasion  actually  arrived,  in  which  justice 
warranted  the  me^ure  which  policy  re- 
commended, that  we  availed  ourselves,  as 
I  contend  we  were  bound  to  do,  of  the 
means  our  power  afliMtied,  to  eflfectuate  an 
object  too  long  unaccomplished.— I  de- 
mand then,  sir,  of  the  house ;  I  d^nand 
even  of  those  who  are  most  vehonent  in 
their  condemnaticm  of  the  transacticm  be- 
fore us,  whether  they  would  have  found 
reason  to  applaud  a  governor-general,  to 
whom  the  care  of  our  interests  was  dele- 
gated, who  had  not  availed  himself  ci  the 
contingency  that  arose;  who, when  the 
dbposaJ  of  the  country  was  submitted  to 
his  discretion,  had  relinquished  our  right^ 
had  again  put  to  hazard  our  resources,  had 
deliberately  revived  the  already  experi- 
enced calamities  of  fluctuating  and  con* 
flicting  authorities,  had  restored  that  blast- 
ing and  inhuman  tyranny,  which  before 
subsisted,  and  again  delivered  over  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Camatic  to  that -system  of 
slavery,  extortion,  barbarity,  and  oppres- 
sion, which,  to  use  the  emphatic  words  of 
lord  Hobart,  in  diminishing  our  resources, 
carried  with  it  the  destructioa-of  the  hu-- 
man  race*  and  the  desolation  iA  the  coun- 
lry«— >It  is  urged,  however,  thaib  meaauitt 
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which,  even  in  point  of  policy,  might  be, 
necessary  towards  a  prince,  whose  miscon- 
■dact  we  had  experienced,  were  not  eqaally 
so  towards  an  innocent,  unoffending,  un- 
tried, young  man :  in  a  matter  of  personal 
consideration  merely,  the  justice  of  this 
observation  could  not  be  disputed.  But 
in  determining  our  judgment  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  conduct  pursued,  we  must 
look  not  to  the  personal  qualities  of  Ally 
Hussein,  but  to  his  political  situation,  and 
to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  would 
have  been  left,  had  a  different  line  been 
adopted  by  the  British  'government.  If 
the  calamities  of  the  Carnatic  had  their 
source  in  a  divided  and  fluctuating  au- 
thority, that  divided  and  fluctuating  au- 
thority would  have  remained;  for  I  do 
not  think  any  man  is  romantic  enough  to 
entertain  the  idea  of  our  abandoning  the 
country  entirely  to  the  nabob,  or  indeed 
.that  it  was  safely  practicable.  From  the 
influence  of  that  confederacy  of  European 
aAd  native  harpies  that  beset  the  Durbar, 
and  combined  to  obstruct  every  eflbrt  to- 
wards correction  or  reform,  what  pro- 
bability was  there  that  he,  young  and  in- 
experienced as  he  was,  would  have  been 
able  to  break  the  shackles  which  his  father 
had  confessed  himself  unable  to  struggle 
with,  and  was  forced  to  submit  to?  With 
respect  to  his  councils,  his  parent  had  not 
indeed  made  it  a  testamentary  obligation 
upon  him  to  pray  for  the  "^enemios  of 
Great  Britain,  but  he  had  done  more; 
he  had  committed  him  to  the  care  and 
guidance  of  those  with  whose  assistance 
all  the  oppressions  of  the  Carnatic  had 
been  exercised  ;  who  having  been  in  his 
own  confidence,  and  that .  of  his  prede- 
cessor, must  have  contributed  to,  and 
partaken  in,  all  the  projects  of  faithless- 
ness and  disaffection  of  which  they  were 
guilty.  Where  then  was  the  ground  of  a 
rational  hope,  that  any  one  evil  would  have 
been  corrected  ?  any  qpe  danger  averted  ? 
any  attachment  found  that  would  have  war- 
ranted the  relinquishment  of  the  smallest 
part  of  that  security  which  alone  could  be 
^ectual  and  permanent  ? — But  it  may  be 
asked,  even  allowing  this,  why  degrade 
the  unhappy  prince  f  why  not  accept  the 
submission  that  was  at  last  offered,  and  con- 
clude with  Ally  Hussein  the  engagement 
you  ultimately  concluded  with  Azim  ul 
Uoulah  ?  I  say,  sir,  we  did  not  degrade 
him;  his  disherison  (as  it  is. called  in  the 
resolutions)  was  his  own  deliberate  act ;  it 
was  the  consequence  of  his  refusal  to  admit 
the  incoateBtable  rights  .we  were  called 


upon  to  realize — ^those  rights  were  again 
and  again  explained  to  him ;  the  conse- 
quence of  his  resistance  was  again  and 
again  announced;  he  again  and  again 're- 
jejrted  the  condition  o&red  to  him,  and 
trusted  to  his  ^te.  Enough  was  given  td 
humanity*  enough  to  our  own  character  and 
his  inexperience,  and  the  treaty  was  closed. 
It  was  not  then  to  us,  but  to  his  voluntary 
adherence  to  the  fallacious  hopes  and  de- 
lusive confidence  with  which  he  had  beea 
insidiously  inspired — ^to  the  permcious  im- 
pulse of  that  cabal  which  had  betrayed 
his  progenitors,  and  been  the  bane  of  his 
house,  that  he  owed  the  change  in  his  for- 
tunes, and  -the  disappointment  of  all  his 
natural  prospects.  Under  this  fatal  in- 
fluence, he  firmly  pronounced  his  own 
sentence,  and^drove  us  reluctantly  to  the 
decisive  measure  of  raising  another  prince 
to  the  musnud.  It  was  possible,  undoubt- 
edly, that  notwithstanding  these  circum- 
stances, we  might  have  still  given  to  him 
possession  of  the  throne:  but  would  it 
have  been  wise,  would  it  have  been 
consistent  with  our  tranquillity  or  safe- 
ty? He  had  refused  our  ofiers,  reject- 
ed' our  favour,  impeached  our  justice, 
and  his  whole  eSbrts  and  resources  would 
have  been  employed  to  subvert  the  order 
of  things  we  had  established.  His  means, 
perhaps,  to  affect  us  were  not  extensiver  or 
powerful,  but  his  object  and  mind  would 
have  been  certainly  hostile,  and  we  should 
have  created,  in  the  very  heart  of  our  em- 
pire,' a  counteracting  influence — a  centre 
of  disaffection,  around  which  all  the  dissa- 
tisfaction, intrigue,  discontent,  and  turbu- 
lence of  the  country  might  gather  and  ac- 
cumulate— ^where  every  hostile  movement 
would  find  a  promoter;  every  enemy,  fo- 
reign or  domestic,  Indian  or  European,  a 
friend,  an  ally,  and  an  instrument,  llij^ 
surely  was  sufficient  to  have  dictated  to  us 
the  prudence  of  consigning  the  sceptre, 
nominal  and  barren  as  it  appeared,  to  safer 
and  less  doubtful  hands. — ^It  is  with  sin- 
cere regret  I  venture  to  recal  to  the  recol- 
^lection  of  the  house  an  event  so  afllicting 
as  the  late  mutiny  at  Vellore ;  but,  sir,,  no* 
thing  can  more  forcibly  illustrate  my  ar- 
gument. If  a  son  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  a 
prisoner  in  that  fortress,  without  power, 
without  wealth,  without  means  of  seduc- 
tion, could  be  supposed  to  produce  such 
e&ects  as  by  many  are  attributed  to  his 
intrigues  and  exertions,  what  might  not 
have  been-  those  produced  by  the  prince 
of  the  country  with  similar  dispositions, 
and  meana  uimnitely  more  extended.    I 
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will  onl^r  add»thoQ^  they  would  not,  per- 
haps, have  shaken  the  foundation  of  oar 
empire^  they  might  yet  have  given  birth 
to  soch  scenes  of  convulsion,  horror,  and 
bloodshed,  as  would  have  been  long  to  be 
remembered  and  deplored. — ^It  now  re- 
mains for  me  to  say  a  very  few  words  {yttj 
few,  I  assure  the  house,  they  shall  be,)  on 
what  I  own  is,  in  my  estimation,  a  compa- 
ratively subordinate  part  of  our  consi- 
deration, I  mean  the  circumstances  that 
attended  the  execution  of  the  measures  in 
question.  Indeed,  sir,  for  the  detail  of  them 
I  am  inclined  to  ttsi  simply  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  documents  on  the  table ;  and 
I  do  so  with  the  more  readiness,  because  I 
feel  I  have  already  trespassed  much  too 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  house,  and  am 
certain  whatever  I  shall  omit,  will  be  am- 
ply and  more  ably  supplied  by  others,  who 
«xre  likely  to  take  a  share  in  this  discussion. 
— ^The  circumstances  are  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  and  very  dif- 
ferently in  a  letter,  professing  to  be  writ- 
ten by  Al^  Hussein,  and  addressed  to  his 
agents  in  England.     On  that  letter,  some 
reliance,  may  probably  be    placed,  by 
those  who  shall  follow  the    honourable 
baronet  in  the  debate ;  upon  that  letter, 
therefore,  I  wish  to  make  a  single  observa- 
tion, without  entering  into  any  particular 
refutation  of  the  statement  it  contains. — 
It  vrai  originally  produced  by  a  motion  of 
tny  own.     Havmg  heard  that  parts  of  it 
had  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  that 
it  might  be  produced  entire  if  moved  for, 
I  was  desirous  of  having  it  before  the 
house,  as  well  as  every  other  document 
that  could  be  supposed  to  bear  upon,  or 
elucidate  the  measure  under  our  considera-* 
tion.     In  moving  for  its  production,  how- 
ever, I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  convey 
any  opinion  of  its  authenticity — of  that  I 
know  nothing.     The  style  and  sentiments 
of  the  letter^  certainly  betray  the  charac- 
ter rather  of  European  than  of  Indian  ori- 
gin, and  do  not  at  all  wear  the  semblance 
of  the  unassisted  performance  of  a  person 
of  the  age  of  Ally  Hussein.    There  is  that 
contained    in    it  besides,    which    is    so 
averse  from  all  the  principles  of  Eastern 
governments,  that  the  idea  of  it  could 
scarcely  have  entered  into  the  imagination 
of  an  Asiatic  prince :  what  I  alhide  to  is 
the  recov^mendation  of  an  appeal  to  the 
British  people.    Yet,  sir,  it  may  neverthe- 
less be  authentic,  and,  if  it  is,  I  only  en- 
treat the  house  to  allow  it  the  weight  it 
d^erves,  and  no  moi-e.     Even  if  authen- 
tic^ it  ta  but  the  slatem^t  of  an  iiMtividuai 


in  his  own  case,  suggesting  to  his  friends 
applications  in  his  behalf,  to  every  quarter 
where  application  might  be  supposed  ad- 
vantageous— supply  inff  them  with  grounds 
of  appeal  to  every  feeling,  every  senti- 
ment, every  interest,  which  could  be  con- 
ceived   capable  of  creating  dispositions 
fevourable  to  his  cause ;  they  are  directed 
to  address  themselves  to  the  king,  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  to  the  board  of  controul, 
to  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  house  of 
commons,  and,  lastly,  to  the  creditors  of 
his  predecessors^  the  nabobs  of  Arcot,  on 
whom  he  appears  justly  and  confidently  to 
have  relied,  as  his  best  allies  in  overturn- 
ing the  present  arrangement  in  the  Cama- 
tic,  and  eflfecting  his  full  restoration  to  the 
musnud.— That  in  such  a  representation 
facts  should  be  disfigured,  and  every  topic 
should  be  insisted  upon  that  could  move 
compassion  for  unmerited  suffering,  escite 
indignation  against^  injustice  and  cruelty, 
or  fix  upon  the  measures  of  the  British 
government  the  odious  imputations  of  op- 
pression and  tyranny,  is  not  to  be  wonder- 
ed at;  but,  it  does  not  follow  that  because 
such  statements  are  aiiecting,  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  our  implicit  confi- 
dence ;  it  must  be  remembered,  that  se- 
vere truth  is  not  the  distinguishing  charac« 
teristic  of  Indian  representations,  and  for 
the  veracity  of  any  one  word  contained  in 
this  letter,  no  responsibility  whatever  ex- 
ists.    On  the  contrary,  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  which  is  opposed  to  it,  ap- 
pears as  an  official  document,  authentica- 
ted by  men  of  the  highest  estimation  for 
trath,  humanity,  and  integrity,  deputed 
by  the  British  government,  acting  under 
the  eye  of  the  British  government,  and 
responsible  to  it  for  the  correctness  of 
every  circumstance  and  fact  related  in  it. 
Although  there  are  several  points  of  differ- 
ence on  which  I  should  be  glad  to  remark^ 
I  shall  leave  that  task  to  others,  and  con- 
tent myself  with  dismissing  these  discor- 
dant accounts,  with  the  single  observation 
I  have  made,  in  the  full  conviction,  that 
where  contradictions  appear  (which  can<* 
not  escape  any  one  in  the  comparuMm  of 
the  statements,)  the   house  will  feel  on 
which  side  the  truth  is  likely  to  rest,  and 
to  which  its  confidence  ought  to  incline* 
^-It  is  scarce  within  possibility,  that  to  a 
transaction  of  this  nature,  circumstances  of 
apparent  hardship  should  not  be  incident; 
circumstances  to  touch  our  best  feelings, 
to  call  forth  our  compassion  and  sympa^ 
thy,  aud  to  afford  the  materials  for  muck 
eloquent  and  impressive  dedaouitioQ.  Sirt 
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before  gentlemen  abandon  themselyes  to 
emotions  of  this  nature,  I  implore  them  to 
iveigh  well  and  impartially  all  the  consi- 
derations connected  with  the  case  before 
them.  In  doing  so,  I  am  persuaded  they 
Will  be  satisfied  that  no  degree  of  attention 
that  humanity  cpuld  dictate,  has  been  want- 
ing, that  every  hardship  that  could  be 
avoided  was  prevented,  and  those  which 
were  inevitable  *  alleviated,  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the  secure  accomplishment 
of  the  measure  to  bc^  effected.  Whatever, 
as  a  matter  of  unavoidable  hardship,  fell 
upon  Ally  Hussein,  I  unaftectedly  regret ; 
his  early  death  I  regret  also ;  but  in 
the  compassion  I  may  feel  for  his  fate,  I 
cannot  forget  justice,  or  consent  to  admit 
that  his  death  has  any  direct  connec- 
tion with  the  measures  that  were  adopt- 
ed. Examine  every  circumstance  of  it, 
and  no  unprejudiced  mind  will  discover 
even  a  colourable  ground  for  suspicion. 
If  even  his  situation  preyed  upon  his 
mind  and  affected  his  health,  (of  which, 
however,  there  is  no  proof,)  it  may  be  a 
matter  of  concern,  but  can  be  none  of, 
criminal  accusation  against  the  British 
government.  The  rigorous  severity  of  re- 
straint and  confinement,  so  loudly  com- 
plained of,  appears  never,  in  fact,  to  have 
existed,  either  with  respect  to  Ally  Hus- 
sein, or  to  the  princes  of  the  family  gene- 
rally; on  the  conti^ary,  it  is  proved  in- 
contestibly  by  the  papers,  that  full  liberty 
was  afforded  them  of  quitting  the  precincts 
of  the  palace,  if  they  preferred  it  to  yield- 
ing the  usual  obedience  to  their  constituted 
head.  That  they  were  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  nabob  is  true;  but)  such  were 
the  precautions  taken  by  lord  Clive,  such 
his  constant  communication  with  the 
palace,  that  no  abuse  of  that  autliority,  no 
outrage  or  violence  could  take  place  with- 
out his  knowledge,  and  in  speaking  of 
various  representations  from  several  dis- 
contented members  of  the  family,  he  dis- 
tinctly declares  himself  enabled  to  state, 

*  that  the  facts  described  in  them,  are,  in 
'  some  respects,  exaggerations  of  trivial 

*  circumstances,  in  others,  absolutely  with-' 
'  out  foundation.' — The  illness  of  Ally 
Hussein  commenced,  as  it  appears,  in  the 
apartments  of  his  aunt,  the  Sultan  ul  Nissa, 
one  of  the  most  active  and  avowed  enemies 
of  the  neWx  arrangements,  with  whom  he 
had  resided  for  some  time,  and  who  would 
naturally  watch  over  his  safety  with  more 
than  common  anxiety  and  vigilance. 
Theve  he  remained,  till  removed  to  the 
boose  of  his  mother,  a  few  days  preceding 
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his  dissolution,  in  a  state  of  hopeless  in- 
sensibility. The  first  intelligence  of  his 
illness  was  communicated  by  the  nabob 
Azim  ul  Doulah.  Every  medical'  assist- 
ance was  immediately  onered  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  governor  to  furnish, 
it  was  at  first  resisted  by  the  prince's  at- 
tendants, and  when  with  difficulty  ad- 
mitted, proved  too  late  to  be-  availing. 
Not  an  idea  seems  to  have  be^n  entertained 
at  the  time,  that  the  cause  of  his  death 
was  otherwise  than  natural ;  there  is  no 
suspicion  thrown  out,  and  even  the  letter, 
professed  to  be  sent  but  could  not  be  sent, 
by  Ally  Hussein  to  lord  Clive,  the  day 
before  his  decease,  confirms  the  innocence 
of  the  nabob.  The  mention  of  spells  and 
incantations,  if  they  prove  nothing  on  one 
side,  prove  much  on  the  other ;  they  in- 
dicate the  spirit  in  which  the  letter,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  came,  was  composed ; 
and,  by  a  reference  to  such  grounds  of 
accusation,  prove  the  total  want  of  all  that 
was  more  substantial  and  credible.  What 
benefit,  in  truth,  could  be  derived  from 
such  an'  act,  compared  with  the  risk  at- 
tending it?  The  establishment  of  the 
new  order  of  things  was  complete ;  all 
rivalry  was  at  an  end  ;  the  determination 
of  the  British  power  was  manifested,  and 
its  support  irrevocably  pledged  to  Azim 
ul  Douiah  ;  had  he  then  felt  the  idle  de- 
sire to  make  assurance  double  sure,  by  a 
crime  so  atrocious,  could  he  have  promised 
himself  any  advantage  to  balance  the  con- 
sequences of  almost  inevitable  detection, 
which  must  have  raised  against  him  the 
horror  and  detestation  of  all  mankind,  and 
most  of  all,*  I,  trust,  of  those  by  whose 
favour  he  had  been  elevated,  and  whose 
indignation  could  in  a  moment  have  dis- 
missed him  from  the  throne,  of  which  he 
was  unworthy,  to  the  obscurity,  from 
whence  he  was  taken  ? — I  have  now,  sir, 
traced,  (I  am  conscious  how  imperfectly,) 
the  circle  I  proposed  in  my  outset.  If  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  at  all  suc- 
cessful in  conveying  to  the  house  the  im- 
pressions of  my  own  mind,  I  can  entertain 
little  doubt  of  the  result  of  this  discussion. 
If  I  have  failed  in  so  doing,  convinced  as  I 
am  of  the  truth  of  those  impressions,  I  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  there  are  many 
present  who  equally  feel,  and  by  their 
superior  authority  and  eloquence,  are  in« 
finitely  more  capable  of  giving  them 
weight  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  and  who 
will  do  justice  to  a  cause  to  which  my 
powers  are,  I  am  sensible,  little  equal. — 
With  the  views  I  entertain  of  the  trans* 
2B      . 
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action  before  us,  it  will  itot  be  Wondered 
at  that  I  slvoiild  not  have  thought  it  neces- 
^ry   to  inquire  particularly   inrbeDce  it 
erigmated,   whether  in  the  orders  trans- 
mitted from  home,  or  in  the  onaided  and 
spontaneoas  zeal  of  the  government  in 
India?     Approved  and  sanctbned  as  it 
has  been  by  the  authorities  constituted  to 
saper intend  the  administration  of  oar  In- 
dian BSmn,  I  consider  the  measure  as  an 
act  of  the  British  government ;  what  may 
be  the  sentiments  of  the  court  of  directors, 
I  do  liot  pretend  to  know,  bat  I  must  re- 
mark, that  though  on  many  other  points 
lord  Wellesley  hksis  incurred  their  censure. 
Into  the  catalogue  of  his  faults  or  errors 
this  has  not  been  introduced.    I  am,  there- 
fore, willing  to  infer,  that  in  acting  with 
•zealous  solicitude  for  their  interests,  he 
may  havse  been  felt  to  have  deserved, 
though  he  has  not  received,  the  expression 
Tot'  their  appvobation.     In  that  sentiment 
'of  approbation,  whether  participated  in  by 
them  or  no,  I  cordially  concur.     In  my 
officiaLcapacity  I  have  cheerfully  declared 
>ft,  and  beve,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
'With  eqtal  satisfaction  and  sincerity  in  the 
presence  of  my  comitry  I  repeat  it,  and  re- 
joice in  the  opportunity  once  more  affeided 
me,  of  bearing  a  public  thouglrfeeble  testi- 
mony, to  the  transcendant  merits  of  the 
•late  govemor-getieral.    Under  his  auspices ' 
^his  great  and  desirable  measure  was  ac- 
complished.    Under    the  same  auspices 
-the  British  power  in  India  has  attained  a 
height  that  will  be  the  admivatien  of  fii- 
'inte  times,  when  the  tra&sient  feelings  of 
^this  day  are  <pa8t  and  -forgotten.     Irather 
'wisbj  for  the  hoiteur  of  my  country,  to 
-dwell  mi  the  cervices  he  has  rendered, 
•than  that  retora  -of  obloquy  and  persecu- 
iaon  with  which  they  baye  been  Tewarded. 
•it  is  true, 'sir,  in  assamang  the  government 
of  India  he  found  a  ^eat  and  powerful 
'empire,^^  he  found  it  cnioomf>a^ed  with 
.9)^i1s,  esjposed  to  the  Tivalpy,  and  threaten- 
ed by  the  'designs  of  surrdundiBg  powers. 
Tippoo  Scrhfliun  cherishinrg  implacable  ha- 
tred c^inst  'Us,  >vas  maturing  his  prefects 
«f  vengeance,  and  preparing  as  he  thought 
our  destruction.     The  extensive  resources 
of  theMaratta  confederacy,  influenced  by 
councils  hostile  to  our  empire  and  inter- 
'ests ;  were  formidable  and  unbroken.  The 
Nizam  subjugated  by  a  numerous  ibroe, 
under  the  command  of  French  officers^ 
'Was  a  slave  in  his  very  capital.   Amore  ccpn- 
siderable,  and  almost  independent  French 
-poiver,  iixed  in  Doab,  and  in  possession  ofl 
"the  pers0n«f  4}he  mogul,  menaced  our  most 


vulnerable  frontier  on  the  side  of  Oe4e« 
allied  with  France,  and  prepared  4o  co- 
operate with  her  or  any.  other  invader  of 
the  British  dominions.  Mark  the  change. 
The  sultaun  overthrown;  his  htftred,  his 
name,  his  kingdom  extinguished  for  ever. 
The  Nisam  emancipated  irom  French  in- 
flaence,  amongst  our  closest  and  most  at- 
tached allies.  The  Maratta  confederacy, 
broken,  disjointed,  and  humbled  by  our 
arms,  is  no  longer  an  object  of  ittisaety  or 
alarm.  The  French  force  in  every  part  of 
India  dissolved  and  dispersed,  and  scarce 
an  individual  of  the  nation  temainiog  on 
that  vasl  portion  of  the  earth,  but  by  our 
sufferance  and  permission.  The  uiMues- 
tioned  predominance  of  Britain  established, 
without  a  rival  throughout  the  Indian 
world,  and  the  bles»ngs  of  British  justice 
and  government  extended  to  millions  of 
thankful  and  protected  subjects. — In  the 
course  of  these  events  much  has  been  ad- 
ded to  the  British  dominions,  much  to  the 
glory  and  splendour  of  the  British  name, 
to  which  no  one  has  more  contributed  than 
my  right  boa.  friend  near  me.  (Sir  A» 
Wellesley.)  Sut,  sir,  the  wisdom  which 
guided,  and  ^e  genius  which  inspired  all 
the  measures  fifom'which  those  effects  have 
flowed,  have  notao  much  added  to'tfae  cfx- 
•tent  of  our  possessions  and  the  glory  of 
our  name,  as  to  the  permanent  strength, 
solidity,  and  security,  of  our  empire.  Con- 
templating our  situation  as  the  Ute  ^ver- 
nor-general  found  it  on  bis  arriV'SA,  and 
comparing  it  with  what  he  left  it  at  his  de- 
parture, we  may  well  say,  ^ateritmn  invenU 
marmoream  rdiqmt. — I  shall  trouble  you  no 
further,  than  merely  to  acknowledge  with 
gratitude,  the  indulgence  I  have  received, 
and  entreat  the  house  Co  believe  if  I  a;p- 
pearto  have  abused  it,  that  I  ;hBrve  been 
induced  so  long  to  trespass  on  itSfjpatienoe, 
in  obedience  only  to  the  stroB^t  sense  e^ 
piiblic  duty,  and  a  conscientious  ooifviio- 
tion,  that  in  Titidicating  the  acts'of  kN«d 
WeUesley's  adniinistralioB,  I  am  defend- 
ing the.  m«st  important  and  vQikifd>le  in- 
terests of  my  country. 

Lord  Arddbald  Hamksn  contended^  that 
the  nabob's* father  and  .grand-fiuJaier  had 
lived  and  'died  in 'amity  with  the  Britiish 
^ofverfiiment,  and  tiiat  by  ihe  treatw^  of 
.  1792,  the  nabob  was  not  precluded  from 
any  iDrut^  a' poHtieal  lassoeiatien,  -or  corres- 
pondenoWith  the  siatiive  4>oweirB.  No  one 
-aot  '^of  ihostHity  had  been  twmmJItted  ^ 
t^he  nabob,  nor  had  he  been  proT'Od  in-a^y 
linstttiee^to  iiave*  vblated  his  engfigaaieftfs 
iwitiithe^OBqsaiqr.  >Ue(Oeiild'«E>t«fie»i|ti 
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the  Tieiv  of  this  subject  taken  by  the  right 
bon.  geat.  who  had  just  sat  dovriij  because 
it  appeased  by  the  Papers,  that  the  general 
IpQYemmeat  in  India  had  the  iatentioB  to 
aMie¥  the  nabob's  territories  tp  those  of 
the  East  India  company,  long  before  any 
charge  of  perfidy  was  imputed  to  him. 
What  must  have  been  the  fidelity  of  the 
3abob^  if  the  governor  general  could  not 
from  the  year  IIQS  to  1301,  find  ajay  pre- 
•^ext  for  the  usurpation  of  his  territo- 
pies^  for  an  usurpation  he  considered  it  ? 
After  the  clear  and  able  statements  of  the 
hoo.  baronet,  it  was  unneoessary  for  him 
to  say  any  thing  more  on  the  subject.  He 
was  aware  how  little  the  house  was  inclined 
to  entertain  a  question  of^this  kind.  If 
any  thing  wa&  calculated  to  rouse  the 
spirit  oi'  that  house,  the  statements  lately 
inade  in  it,  relative  to  the  nabob*  of  .Oitde, 
must  have  done  so.  At  that  time  the  hoAise 
must  have  seen  the  honouc  and  inteoests 
of  the  country  saerifiiced^  and  af^r  Uie 
fame  had  beeiji  pasted  ov^r  without  the 
•lightest  notice  by  the  house,  it  was  ioi- 
posaible  Imt  the  peopi^  to  faiok  up  ta  its 
justice  with  the  respect  and  reverence  it 
had  been  accustomed  to  do.  He  thought 
BOithiBg  but  the  most  cpgeat  and  satis&c* 
tory  reasons  could  jiuatify  th^e  proceedings 
towards  the  nabob ;  and-  that,  as  y-et,  no- 
thing but  reasons  l^e  moat  friv/olous  aad 
iJM^onehisive  had  been  produced.  He 
should  certainly  support  the  Resolutions. 

CoJonei  JUan  felt  that>  having  on  a 
former  night  ventured  to  state  his  opinion 
upon  a  question  of  a  nature  similar  to  that 
which  was  now  brought  before  the  house, 
(the  Ckide  Charge,)  he  sbould  not  dis- 
charge his  duty  with  satisfaction  to  his 
own  mind,  were  he  to  be  silent  upon  a 
notion  that  related  to  transactions,  which 
took  place  in  tibe  Carnatic,  where  he  re- 
tided  for  an  uninterrupted  period  of  20 
^years ;  having,  in  the  course  of  that  time, 
abo,  held  a  confidential  situation  under  his 
noble  firiend  lord  Buckinghamshire,  during 
the  whole  of  his  administration  in  India, 
he  had  opportunities  of  knowing  many  of 
the  facts,  which  were  stated  in  the  papers 
before  the  house.  As  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
had  never  wanted  advocates  (as  they  had 
■witnessed  even  that  night,)  to  assert  that 
lie  was  an  independent  sovereign,  and  as 
many  faon.  members  might  not  have  had 
leisure  or  inclination  to  peruse  the  papers 
laid  before  parliament  upon  this  subject, 
he  waslied  shortly  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  origin  of  our  conneetion 
with  MahMnnl  Ally,  and'  to  the  founda- 


tion of  hi%  pretensions  as  oabob  of  Arcot* 
]  in  order  that  a  correct  idea  might  b^ 
formed  of  the  title  and  privileges  which  boh 
j  actually  possessed. — He  thought  he  could 
shew,  tbat  it  was  during  the  contest  be- 
)  tween  the  English  and  the  ¥renph<  who 
■  had  gained^  great  influence  ia  tbe  Decan^ 
and  ai»ed  at  the  exclusive  possession  of 
the  Carnatic,  that  Mahomed  Ally  $r^  in-, 
troduced  himself  to  ouc  nptice,  not  as  tbe 
acknowledged!  nabob  of  Arcot,  but  as  the 
competitpi}  oi  C  bund  a  Smb%  whose  preten^i 
sions  were  supported  by  the  French* — ^He 
thouffhjb  he  couldr  shew,  that  in  that  wa£» 
whic^  terminated  iu  leaving  tbe  English 
master8ro£  the  Carnatic,  so  little  did  Ma- 
homed Ally  or  we  think  of  conquering 
merely  for  him*  that  nbe  Bcitish  colours 
were  regularly  hoisted  on  the  forts  which 
sumrendered'  to  o^n?  arms :  tfhat  we  obtained 
from  the  m^guli  the  sanction  of  his  autho* 
rity,  under  a  cvmmission  to  Mahomed 
Ally,  as.  nabob  of  Arcot :  that  that  o&:e 
was  one  of  deputation  and  dependence  of 
a  military  nature,  and  quite  distinct  from 
the  administration,  of  the  revenjues,  which 
belonged  to  the  office  of  Pewan ;  and  that^ 
throu^  Bcitish  influence,  those  two  oi&ces 
were  unii<ed  in  his  person,  under  the  ex- 
press condition,  that  the  management  of 
the  revenues  should  revert  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  the  event  of  his  heij)^  g^iHy  of 
any  secret  practices*   op  of  any  faUvre 
in  .Us  pecuniary  engagements. — ^Rut  he 
tbo^ught  liiO  sho«dd  best  consuitt  the  wishes 
of  the  bouse«  and  eertainly  his  own  incli« 
nation^  by  abstaining  from  tistese  detaila; 
he  should  therefore  content  hig^elf  by  oh*^ 
serving*  that  the  Gis^^e  of  our  connection 
with  the  nabob  of  Arc^  wonld  be  found 
accurately  described  by  lord  Macartney* 
in  a  letter  from  the  govemqaent  of  Madjras 
to  that  of  Bengal ;  in  which  letter,  speak^ 
ing  of  this  independent  soTerei^  his 
lordship  observed^  '^  that  he  was  na  more 
reckoned  than  the. nabob  of  Qnde>  among 
the  native  powers  of  Hindostan ;  that  they 
were  both  Europeans,  in  connection  ^d 
dependence.^' — He  waa  awaro  that  it  was 
irregular  to  repeat  the  words  mm^e  use  of 
by  any  hon.  mennber  in  a  former  doba|e> 
hut  he  hoped  ho  should  not  be  oon^idered 
out  of  order  by  slightly  alluding  to  thep^ 
An  hpn.  member,  who  took  a  difiS^rent 
view  of  the  Ouda  question  from  that  which 
he  did,  having  adverted  to  the  siti^ations 
of  the  vizier  of  Oude,  atsd  the  naboib  of 
Arcot,  brought  the  latter  below  the  level 
upon  which  lord  Macartney  had  placed 
them ;  observing^  that  the  Y'mw  wa»  soqr« 
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of  an  independent  sovereign  than  the  nabob 
of  Arcot.  He  certainly  was  so ;  he  re- 
sided in  his  own  capital,  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  seat  of  the  British  government ; 
he  had  numerous  armies,  and  his  forts 
were  garrisoned  by  his  own,  troops ;  but 
he  wished  to  state  to  the  house,  and  to 
bfing  to  the  recollection  of  soma  hon. 
•  members  of  it,  the  opinion  of  that  great 
man,  Mr.  Burke,  regarding*  the  independ- 
ency even  of  the  vizier.  In  the  4th  Arti* 
cle  of  charge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Burke  to  this  house,  in 
April  1786,  he  says,  'that  the  reigning 
<  nabob  of  Oude,  by  taking  into  and  con- 

*  tinuing  in  his  pay  certain  bodies  of  regu- 
'  lar  British  troops,  and  bv  having  after- 
'  wards  admitted*the  British  resident  at  his 
'  court,  into  the  management  of  all  his 
'  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  parti- 
'  cularly  into  the  administration  of  his 
'  finances,  did  gradually  become,  in  sub- 
'  stance  and  efiect,  as  well  as  in  general 
'  repute  and  estimation,  a  dependent  on, 
'  or  a  vassal  of,  the  East  India  Company.'^ 
And  he  would  beg  to  refer  hon.  gentlemen 
to  Mr.  Burke's  speech  on  the  nabob  of 
Arcot's  debts,  for  his  opinion  regarding 
the  independent  sovereignty  of  Mahomed 
Ally.  "  The  nabob  of  Arcot,*'  says  Mr. 
Burke,  "  has,  in  truth  and  substance,  no 

more  than  a  merely  civil  authority,  held 
in  the  most  entire  dependence  on  the 
Company. — ^The  nabob,,  without  mili- 
tary, without  federal  capacity,  is  ex- 
tinguished as  a  potentate.'*  On  this 
topic,  he  could  also  quote  the  sentiments 
of  a  person  whose  testimony  would  always 
be  entitled  to  consideration.  He  meant 
lord  Macartney,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the 
secret  committee,  July  1785,  observes, 
that '  to  (Conciliate  the  nabob's  mind  to  his 
'  real  situation,  which  he  seemed  willing 
'  to  forget,  to  revive  in  his  memory,  with- 
'  out  wounding  his  delicacy  or  his  pride, 
'  the  steps  by  which  he  had  risen  to  eleva- 
'  tion,  to  lead  him  to  feel  his  obligations 
'  to  the  Company,  that  whatever  rank  or 

*  territory  he  had  ever  possessed,  either  by 

*  his  paper  titles,  or  by  actual  occupancy, 
'  he  derived  from  their  arms,  their  inilu- 
'  ence,  their  generosity,  and  that  his  in- 
'  terests  and  security  were  so  involved  in 
'  theirs,  that  to  pretend  to  a  distinct,  sepa- 
'  rate,  independent^  sovereignty,  as  he 
''talked  of,  or  to  imagine  tnat  he  could 
'exist  without  the  Company;  or  to  ex- 
'  pect  that  the  Company  would  go  on  de- 
«  fending  the  country  at  their  own  ex- 
'  pence,  without  an  adequate  share  of  the 
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revenues  of  it,  were  absurdities  that, 
though  in  some  measure  warranted  by 
former  friendship  or  connivance,  he  ought 
no  longer  to  indulge  in,  as  they  would 
prove  a  fatal  deceit  upon  himseU^  and 
must  soon  end  in  his  total  destruction; 
and  in  that  of  his  best  friends  on  the  , 
coast— To  engage  the  nabob's  mind  to 
a  calm  consideration  of  these  points  was 
not  an  easy  task,  but  it  "was  a  necessary 
one,  and  was  performed  with  success ; 
the  result  was  his  assignment  of  the  re- 
venues.'—The  view  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment at  home  of  the  relative  situation  of 
t(ie  nabob  and  the  East  India  Company, 
corresponded  with  that  taken  by  lord 
Macartney;  they  say,  in  the  mouth  of 
June  1785,  '  We  are  ready  to  admit  that 
Mahomed  Ally  is  the  lawful  nabob  of 
the  Carnatic  ;  at  the  same  time  we  most 
observe,  that  he  acquired  that  title  by 
our  means,  and  is  now  supported  in  it  by 
our  authority,  nor  have  we  the  smallest 
intention  of  withdrawing  that  support ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
sword,  that  most  prominent  and  essential 
mark  of  sovereignty,  is  exclusively  .in  the 
hands  of  the  Company ;  the  nabob  can 
form  no  alliance,  eithej  offensive  or  de- 
fensive, with  foreign  powers. — ^Even  in 
the  last  treaty  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  who 
had  invaded  the  Carnatic,  he  is  merely 
recognized  as  the  friend  and  ally  of  the 
Company,  and  under  their  protection.' — 
The  hon.  member  contended,  therefore, 
that,  after  what  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  stating  to  the  house,  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  asserted,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
was  an  independent  sovereign ;  in  fact,  he 
was  in  a  complete  state  of  subordination, 
and  totally  dependent  on  the  British 
power. — Under  the  view  of  this  relation 
to  the  Company,  the  hon.  member  said  he 
would  examine  what  had  been  the  nature 
of  the  conduct  of  the  nabobs  of  Arcot,  in 
fulfilling  the  obligations  of  their  alliance 
with  the  British  power.  Mahomed  Ally 
having  failed  in  his  first  engagements,  by 
which  he  was  bound  to  liquidate  the  debt 
incurred  by  the  war,  which  had  established 
him  as  nabob  of  Arcot,  he  was  called 
upon,  in  1763,  to  assign  to  the  Company 
certain  districts  contiguous  to  Madrass, 
(now  called  the  Jaghire) ;  at  first  he  re- 
fused, and  wished  to  annex  some,  condi- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  Company ;  but 
lord  Pigot,  then  governor,  informed  him, 
that '  it  did  not  become  a  man,  who  owed 
'  to*the  Company  the  situation  he  enjoyed, 
'  to  make  any  conditioDs  under  such  ctr* 
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'  camstances ;  that  they  did  not  take  any 
^  thing  from  him^  for  that  they,  in  fact, 
'  were  the  given  and  he  the  receiver/— 
After  this<  transaction  no  material  change 
appears  to  have  taken  place,  until  lord 
Macartney's  administration,  ^hich  com- 
menced in  1781.  That  noble  lord  found 
our  aliairs  in  the  peninsula  of  India  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Hyder  Ally  had 
invaded  the  Carnatic  the  preceding  year, 
and  it  required  the  exertion  of  the  greatest 
talents  to  extricate  us  from  our  difficul- 
ties.— Lord  Macartney  soon  discovered, 
that  the  sole  cause  of  all  our  embarrass- 
merits  proceeded  from  our  having  most 
unwisely  committed  to  the  nabob  the  un- 
controuled  management  of  the  revenues. — 
In  a  letter  to  the  secret  committee,  dated 
in  Jan.  1784,  to  which  the  hon.  member 
was  anxious  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
house ;  his  lordship  observed,  that  '  the 
'  first  thing  that  struck  him,  as  defective 
'  in  your  system,  was  the  nature  of  the 
'  Company  8  connection  with  the  nabob, 

*  by  which  the  resources  of  a  province, 

*  garrisoned  and  defended  by  your  forces 

*  in  peace  and  war,  was  altogether  in  the 
'  controul  of  his  highness,  under  a  simple 

*  and  insecure  engagement  of  reimbursing, 
'  by  instalments,  the  current  charges  of  a 
'  certain  proportion  of  those  forces.  This 
'  stipulation,  even  in  peace,  was,  from  the 
'  constant  failure  and  backwardness  in  the 
'  nabob,  a  source  of  perpetual  alarm  to 
'  government,  which  often  found  itself  ab- 
'  soiutely  unable  to  provide  for  the  pay- 

*  ment  of  the  troops  when  it  became  due  : 

*  but  if  such  are  the  inconveniencies  of 

*  this  system  in  time  of  peace,  how  totally 
'  unprovided,  weak  and  defenceless  must 
'  be  your  situation  under  it  in  time  of  war.' 
'Lord  Macartney,  therefore,  prevailed  upon 
the  nabob  to  confirm  the  assignment  to 
the  Company  of  the  revenues  of  the  Car- 
natic during  the  war,  and  until  his  debt 
was  liquidated. — Unfortunately,  however, 
the  assignment  was  surrendered  back  to 
the  nabob ;  but  two  years  had  scarcely 
elapsed,  before  the  embarrassments  of  go- 
vernment were  greater  than  ever.— The 
court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  accounts 
fi-om  Madras,  sent  orders  to  sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  then  governor,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  nabob,  and  to  stipulate  for  a  sub- 
tidy  of  10  lacks  and  50  thousand  pagodas. 
A  treaty  was  in  consequence  concluded  in 
1787,  by  which  the  nabob  voluntarily 
agreed  to  pay  nine  lacks ;  but,  in  less  than 
eighteen  months,  he  failed  in  his  engage- 
ments, and  his  arrears,  at  the  commence- 


ment of  the  war,  in  1790,  were  so  enor-^ 
mous  as  to  oblige  lord  Cornwallis  to  as- 
sume, once  more,  the  management  of  the 
country:  certainly  on  the  principles  of 
justice,  thoug)i  not  provided  for  by  treaty. 
The  assumption  of  the  Carnatic  in  time  of 
war,  after>vards  became  an  article  in  the 
treaty  of  1792,  upon  which  occasion,  the 
nabob  having  represented  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis the  inadequacy  of  his  resources  to 
discharge  his  pecuniary  engagements,  an 
indulgent  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
1787  was  framed.  Had  the  treaty  of  1792 
been  adhered  to  with  that  good  faith, 
which  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the 
nabob,  the  country  would  have  found  in  it 
a  source  of  increasing  prosperity  5  for,  by 
its  wise  provisions,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  Carnatic  was  exonerated  from  those 
private  assignments,  which  had  ever  been 
productive  of  oppression  and  distress  to  the 
inhabitants  ;  but  the  expectations,  justly, 
entertained  from  the  operation  of  that 
treaty,  were  disappointed,  and  the  evils  of 
the  administration  of  the  Carnatic,  if  pos- 
sible, increased,  afier  the  death  of  Ma- 
homed Ally  in  1795.  It  now  became  ne- 
cessary, continued  the  hon.  member,  to 
examine  whether  the  nabob  adhered  to 
the  treaty  of  1792,  and  he  thought  he 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  shewing  that 
he  had  violated,  not  only  the  spirit,  but 
the  letter,  of  that  treaty. — ^In  the  year 
1794',  his  noble  friend,  lord  Buckingham- 
shire, assumed  the  government  of  Madras. 
It  was  notorious,  at  that  -time,  that  the 
nabob  had  granted  -assignments  on  the 
districts  mortgaged  to  the  Company. — In 
the  minutes  in  council  of  his  noble  friend, 
the  mischiefs  resulting  from  that  practice, 
were  fully  explained,  and  the  system  was 
traced  through  all  its  intricacies. — In  a 
letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  in 
Sept.  1796,  lord  Buckinghamshire  ob- 
served, that  '  the  fuHest  consideration  of 
'  this  important  subject,  with  the  contem- 
'  plation  of  that  ruin  in  which  the  nabob's 
'  breach  of  engagement  is  involving  the 

*  Carnatic ;  the  daily  accounts  which  he 
'  received  of  the  oppression  and  miseries 
'  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  and  the 
'  conviction  which  he  had  of  the  proeres- 

*  sive  annihilation  of  the  resources  of  the 
'  Companyj  had  so  strongly  impressed  his 
'  mind  with  the  necessity  of  a  change  of 
^  system,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 

*  ing,  if  there  be  no  doubt  (and  '}t  is  not 
'  possible  for  any  man  in  India  to  doubt 
'  it,)  of  the  treaty  of  1792  having  being 
'  violated  by  the  nabobs  there  can  be  ne 
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'  queafcion  of  our  right  to  ayadl  ooraelves  of 
'  every  means  in  ov  power  to  enforce 
'  tack  a  modification  of  the  treaty,  as  will 
'  ffoard  against  the  fatal  cenflequences  of 
'  litore  Tiolation,  and  he  was  nei  afiraid  to 
'  hasard  his  character  npon  the  poHcy,  the 
'  justice,  and  the  humanity  of  the  mea- 
'  tore/  Mahomed  Alky,  the  hon.  member 
aaid,  was  apprized  by  his  nebk  friend,  that 
by  the  infractioo  of  one  of  the  main  arti- 
CMS,  the  whole  treaty  had  been  cancelled, 
and  lord  Buckinghamshire  endearoarcd, 
but  withonl  success,  to  premi  upon  the 
nabob  to  agree  to  a  modification  of  the 
treaty,  by  placing  under  the  Company's 
management  a  permanent  territorial  secu- 
rity equal  to  the  amount  of  the  subsidy ; 
and,  as  an  inducement,  offered  to  gire  up 
a  claim  which  the  Company  had  on  the 
nabob  for  about  30  lacks  of  pagodas.-^ 
After  the  death  of  Mahomed  Ally,  lord 
Buekingham^tre  made  a  similar  proposal 
to  ^e  nabob  Umdit  ul  Omrah,  to  which 
he  likewise  refused  to  accede.  Urudit  ul 
Omrah  was  also  informed  by  k>vd  Buck* 
inghamsbire,  that  he  considered  the  grant* 
ing  assignments  on  the  mortgaged  dis- 
tricts, a  riolation  of  the  treaty.  And  the 
government  at  borne,  in  July  1 79i5,  warned 
the  nabob  of  the  consequences  of  such 
conduct;  but  there  is  stronger  evidence 
than  this,  of  the  nabob's  Tiolatien  of  the 
treaty,  for  the  nabob  himself,  in  a  paper 
delivered  to  lord  Wellesley,  in  May  1798, 
says,  '  Having  complained  that,  under  the 
'present   arrangement    of  my  monthly 

*  kists,  he  was  compelled,  at  a  particular 

*  period  of  every  year,   to  raise  money 

*  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  mi- 
<  Iftary  subsidy,   which  money  was  re- 

*  paid  from  his  countries  in  the  following 

*  manner;  via.  supposing  a  kist  of  a  lack 

*  of  pagodas  was  to  be  paid,  we  received 

*  eo  thousand  from  the  country,  and  bor- 
'  rowed  the  remainiAg  40  thousand  from 

*  some  person,  and  give  him  an  order  on 

*  that  country  for  that  amount,  which  be 

*  receives/  It  was  well  known  that  these 
assignments  extended  to  the  districts  spe- 
cific in  the  treaty,  for  it  was  recorded  by 
lord  Bnckinghame^ire,  in  a  minute  in 
cemicil, '  that  liie  southetn  districts  of  the 

*  nabob's  country,  and  TinnivcMy  in  par- 

*  ticular,  as  being  the  most  distant  from 
^'the  presidency,  have  been  the  theatre 
« in  which  these  scenes  have  been  chiefly 
'^  exhibited  ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  «iini- 
^fcir  practiees  have  been  introduced,  and 

*  are  now  actually  carried  on  in  Nellore, 
*Areot,   and  Trichinepoly/ — ^The  house 


would  receHecty  that  every  one  of  those 
districts  was  specified  in  the  tieatv-'-*BBt 
it  had  been  attempted  to  he  ai^ed  by  the 
nabob,  that  his  granting  assignmenta  on 
the  mortgaged  districts,  was  net  a  violation 
oi  treaty ;  and  that  the  only  penalty  for 
aa  doing,  was  in  the  event  of  those  dia- 
tricta  being  assumed  by  the  company,  that 
the  assignments  should  be  of  no  value  and 
of  no  effect.     The  5th  secticm  of  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1792  wa&as  folfovn, 
and  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  cokmel 
Allan  said,  that  he  would  read  it.     'in 
consequence  of  the  measure  whereby  tfie 
districts  mentioned  in  the  Schedule,  No.  2. 
become  respomible  for  any  arrears  that 
may  accrue  in  the  payment  of  the  above 
stipulated  kists,  the  said  nabob  agrees 
that  he  will  not  grant  tonkaws  ov  assign-* 
ments  on  any  account  on  the  veeenoef 
thereof;  and  if,  contrary  to  this  condi« 
tiott,  any  tunkaws  or  asaignmenis  should 
exist  when  the  said  districts,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  assumed  by  the  said  Com- 
pany, such  tunkaws  or  assignments  shall 
be  declared,  by  the  said  Company,  and 
the  said  nabob,  to  be  of  no  value,  nor 
shall  they  remain  in  ^ect.'^^He  would 
not,  however,  attempt  to  argue  ^at  should 
be  the  just  construction  of  thia  clause,  as 
he  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary, it  would  be  ably  and  successfolly 
argued  by  perseas  whose  opinions  would 
have  mere  weight  in  the  house  than  his 
could  have;   but  he  must  say^  that  he 
thought  his  noble  friend,  lord  Bucking- 
hamshire, had  pot  that  construction  upon 
it,  which  was  intended  by  lord  Cemwallis, 
who  framed  the  treaty,  and  that  it  was  at 
the  time  of  its  conclusion  so  understood  by 
the  nabob. — ^That  he  might  not  mis-state 
his  nnble  firiend,  he  should  make  use  of 
his  own  words  contained  in  a  public  letter 
to  the  Court  of  Directors.    '  The  5th  sec- 
tion of  the  8th  article  ^  the  treaty  of 
1792,'  says  lord  Buckinghamshire,  '  is 
made  to  aflfect  two  parties,  the  nabob, 
and  the  money  leader;   if  the  former 
grants  assignments  on  the  mortgaged  dis- 
tricts, he  is  liable  to  such  penalties  as 
generally  attach  upon  a  breach  of  en- 
gagement ;  if  the  latter  advances  his  mo- 
ney upon  securities  upon  the  districts  in 
question,  he  hazards  the  loss  of  it,  on 
their  falling  into  our  hands  ;  how  a  clause 
distinctly  aflecting  two  separate  ofcyects, 
can  justly  be  construed  to  exoiverate  the 
one  from  all  penalty,  because  its  final 
operation  upon  the  other  is  specifically 
provided  for,  ia  beyond  my  capacity  to 
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*  ditfcover/ — Ufaon  this  authority  tliei^  he 
hftd  no  lieskati»a  in  aaaertifig,  tliait  tbe 
nabobs  by  gra»tii^  assigoiaents  on  the 
dktricta  morigaged  to  the  Company  for 
the  Becunty  of  tbe  subsidy^  violated  the 
treaty  of  .1792.  That  the  geveriimeHt  at 
h«n>e  were  decidedly  of  that  opintqn^  is 
evideat  from  «  leUcr  to  Madras  ki  June 
1799,  in  ^'hich  tliey  obcerved,  '  that  his 
'  highness  hftf  distinolly  Ackuowi^dged, 
'  that  he  is4nihef)Faatic«ofi*ai9ipgJD!OBey 
'  annually  ^y  aes^nments  of  the  reFemief 

*  of  those  difitrbcts  which  form  the  seouriiy 
'  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  m^ 
'  «idy  I  as  thi«  practice  is  unquestioaabdy 
'  <:onUrary  to  the  letter,  and  subversiiw  of 
'  the  spirit  of  tha^  treaty,  we  direct^  that 
'  immediately  "upon  the  receipt  hereo^f, 
'  you  adopt  the  neceasary  jneafiuves  for 
'  taking  possoaston,  in  the  name  of  the 
'  Company,  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of ' 
'  the  said  districts,  which  shall  appear  to 
^  be  so  BSttgned/-— Col.  Allan  then  said« 
4hat  if  he  had  succeeded  in  shewiiig  that 
4he  treaty  of  1792  had  been  violated,  the  . 
justice  of  .the  late  arramgement  in  the  Car- ' 
natic  must  be  admitted.    But  the  nabob 
had  not.<Nfrly  violated  the  treaty,  by  grant- ' 
log  assignsAeots  on  the  mortgaged  districts, , 
but  also  by  entering  into  a  correspondence 
with  Tippeo  Saltan,  without  the  know-, 
ledge  and  consent  of  the  British  govern- ! 
meat.  .  It  had  been  asserted,  that  an  eager  I 
examination  of  the  papers  of  Tippoo  Sul- , 
tai^   was  amongst  the  first  acts  of  the! 

funeral  stafi  after  the  Mi  of  Seringapatam.  | 
t  chanced^  the  hon.  col.  said,  to  be  his 
lot  to  be  the  first  British  officer  that  en- ! 
tered  the  palace  of  Tippoo  Sukan ;  he  was  '■ 
on  the  general  staff,  and  in  the  ecmfidence ; 
of  the  oomma(ideT  in  chief,  and  had  op-  j 
portunities  of  knowing  what  was  done. 
Tippoo  having  been  killed  in  the  assault, ' 
his  sons  and  generals,  who  commanded 
divisions  of  his  army,  as  soon  as  they  were, 
apprised  of  his  death,  surr^idered  them- 
selves to  general  Harris.     Measures  were 
immediately  taken  to  secure  the  quiet  pos-  • 
JMSsion  of  Tippoo's  dominions^ — ^The  re-' 
€ords  of  the   Mysore   government  were 
carefully  preserved ;  they  were  examined,  i 
4uid  the  correspondence  of  the  nabobs  of 
the  Camatic  having  been  discovered,  it 
was,  of  course,  .transmitted  to  the  governor  | 
general.     Of  the  nature  and  object  of  that* 
correspondence,  he  admitted,  that  different' 
opinions  might  be  formed;  but  we  knew* 
that,  l^y  the  trea^  of  1792,  the  nabob  was' 
bound  not  to  writer  into  any  .political  cor- 1 
respondeaoe  with  any  native  power  wjt-h-  j 


out  the  consent  of  the  British  goirerraHenti 
and  we  also  knew  that  the  aabob,  ia  com- 
pliance with  that  stipulation^  was  in  the 
practice  of  sending  to  the  goveriuaeot  of 
Madras,  for  their  approbatton,  not  only 
the  drafts  of  the  letters,  which  he  proposed 
writing  to  Tippoo,  but  also  the  letters 
which  ne  received  from  the'sukaiL.   Ke^>r 
ing  this  in  their  recollectioa,  geal^inea 
would  observe,  that  aHiong  the  ps^ers.be* 
fore  the  house,  are  Bumerous  letters  from 
the  nabob  to  Tippoo  «a  the  mo^  trivial 
occasions,  merely  complimentary,  aU«utK 
fidtted  to  the  inaction  of  the  govern- 
neat  before  they  were  dispatched,  clearly 
sliewin^  that  the  nabob  did  «ot  oonsider 
hifliself  at  liberty  to  hold  any  correspond- 
ence whatsoever  withoitft  the  knowled^ 
a«d  consent  of  the  Btkish  govermnent.-<* 
What  were  we  then  to  infer  ?  wike«i  on  tbe 
occasioii,  i^erba^  op  the  very  day  om 
which  the  nabob  had  s^At  'One  ef  l&ese 
cpiiipUmentary  letters  to  the  ^MFernmeafc 
for  their  appi«obatioii^  we  Ibtind  that  be 
had  also  written  a  letter  of  a  secret,  aad  at 
least  a  my^rious  nature,  which  .he  das- 
patched  to  Tippoo  wit^KHit  their  know- 
^dge. — Seme  of  thecomBuinioationaniade 
by  the  nabob  through  Tippoo's  aeabassa- 
dors  were  for  the  purpose  of  apprising  the 
sultan,  that  he  was  suspected  by  the  Bri« 
tish  government  of  carrying  on  ana  impi:o» 
per  luigociatioa  with  the  MahrattSB,  of  ad- 
vising  him  to  siispend  his  plans  imtil  a 
jeore&vourable  opportunity  occurred,  and 
of  recoaaiDfiending  him  to  be  more  guarded 
in  his  intevcourse  with  the  French;  and 
•we  must  not  forget^  that  Tippoo  had,  on 
his  .part,  sent  ambassadors  to  ;Fnttice  and  to 
the  Mauritius,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  the 
French  to  afiRMrd  him  military  Assistance. 
What  then,  aaked  the  hon.  member,  are 
we  to  iafer  from  the  secret  moelhigs  of  the 
nabob  with  the  ambassadors  of  Tippoo'?—- 
From   the    communications   made    oaly 
i^der  a  solemn  oath  of  secrecy?     From  a 
c)rpher  evidently  intended,  if  not  .for  km- 
tile,  oertainly  for  political,  purposes^  ;^4 
all  this  at  a  time,  when,  it  wouid  be  re- 
collected, that  Tippoo  was  endeavouring, 
by  every  means,  to  unite  ail  the.Mahoaie- 
dan  princes  in  Hindostan  for  the  avowed, 
purpose  of  expelling  the  English  from 
India.  But  was  this  the  extent  of  the  nabob's 
treachery  ?    By  no  means ;  for  we  are  in*- 
formed,  that  m  a  conversatien  held,  by 
Mahomed  Ally  with  one  of  the  ambasaaU 
'dors,  the  nabob  reprobatted  the  war  6m> 
ried  on  by  lord  Cornwallis,  as  a  war  un-> 
dertaken^f<^  the  subversimi  of  .tiie  Maho- 
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jnedan  religion ;  by  that  war,  Tippoo  was 
reduced  in  power,  wounded  in  pride,  and 
he  detennined  on  revenge  ;  he,  therefore, 
determined  to  support  the  faith,  and  to 
exterminate  the  Infidels,  meaning  the  Eng- 
lish.    With  such  feelings  on  his  mind, 
what  was  the  language  of  the  nabobs  of 
Arcot,  the  allies  of  the  Company.     It  will 
foe  found  in  one  of  the  letters  from  Umdit 
ul  Omrah,  which  contained  this  remarkable 
passage,  which  he  desired  might  be  re- 
peated to  the  sultan :  '  In  the  preservation 
of  thy  person,  is  the  perpetual  permanence 
of  the  faith. — Let  him  not  remain  who 
wisheth  not  thy  preservation.' — The  hon. 
member  thought  no  man  would  be  bold 
enough  to  assert,  that  the  nabob  would 
iiave  ventured  to  have  submitted  that  letter 
to  the  inspection  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment ;  and  yet  there  were  persons  disposed 
to  offer  an  excuse  for  every  act  of  perfidy 
in  the  nabob,  and  to  brand  vnth  odium 
the  British  name  in  India.     In  his  opinion, 
however,  it  was  enough,  that  the  correspon- 
dence found  at  Seringapatam  was  secret, 
and  that  it  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
nabob  without  the  knowledge  and  consent 
of  the  British  government ;  for  his  part, 
he  thought  that  no  impartial  man,  who 
had  perused  the  letters  which  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  nabob  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Madras  government,  and  had  com- 
pared them  with  the  letters  which  were 
found  at  Seringapatam,  could  lay  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and   pronounce  that  cor- 
respondence to  have  been  innocent ; — ^the 
fair  presumption  was,  that  it  was  of  a  na- 
ture hostile  to  the  British  interests,  it  cer- 
tainly was  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
<1792. — ^With  this  impression  on  his  mind 
on  the  subject  of  the  nabob's  conduct 
under  the  treaty  of  1792,  he  should  trou- 
ble the  house  with  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  the  policy  adopted  by  the  British  go- 
vernment on  the  discovery  of  the  violation 
of  that  treaty.   In  the  first  place,  he  would 
remark,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the 
policy  of  some  arrangement  similar  to  that 
which  has  recently  been  adopted  in  'the 
Carnatic,  could  not  be  doubted  by  any 
person  who  had  looked  into  the  papers.— 
As  far  back  as   HVi  the  inconveniences 
and  dangers  resulting  firom  the  system  of 
the  nabob's  administration,  had  been  of^ 
experienced  by  the  government  of  Madras, 
and  as  often  represented  to  the  court  of 
directors.      When  Hyder  Ally    invaded 
the  Carnatic  in  1780,  there  was  an  instant 
«top  to  all  payments  from  the  nabob. — ^In 
4hat  dreadful  exigency,  so  eloquently  de- 


scribed by  Mr.  Burke  in  the  speech  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  before  alluded, 
the  assignment  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Carnatic  was  obtained,  without  which  all 
our  revenues  and  credit  must  have  beea 
inevitably  sunk  to  no  purpose.  Of  the 
importance  of  that  assignment,  and  of  the 
danger  of  restoring  the  Carnatic  to  the 
nabob,  lord  Macartney  was  so  deeply  im- 
pressed that,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
court  of  dipectors,  he  says,  '  From  the 
'  moment  you  surrender  the  assignment, 
'  you  cease  to  be  a  nation  on  the  coast ;' 
and  in  another, '  Without  the  assignment, 
'  I  see  not  a  ray  of  hope  for  the  preserva- 
'  tion  of  the  Company  or  the  security  of 
'  the  nabob.'-— Lord  Macartney  justly  con- 
sidered the  assignment  to  be,  not  only  the 
rock  of  our  strength  in  the  Carnatic,  but 
that  the  nabob's  real  interest  and  happi- 
ness, as  well  as  the  general  security  would 
have  been  best  consulted  by  retaining  it ; 
and  that  the  Company,  upon  the  same 
principle  that  they  exercised  the  right  to 
wield  the  sword  for  the  common  good  in 
time  of  war,  ought  to  have  administered  the 
revenues  for  the  common  good  in  time  of 
peace.  Lord  Comwallis  peHectly coincided 
in  opinion  with  lord  Macartney  as  .to  the 
necessity  of  a  radical  reform,  and  he  exa- 
mined the  whole  system  of  our  connection 
with  the  nabob,  with  a  view  to  that  object 
The  opinion  of  lord  Comwallis  must  have 
so  much  Weight  with  the  house  and  with 
the  country  at  large,  that  the  hon.  member 
was  anxious  to  draw  their  attention  to  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  his  lordship  to  the 
court  of  directors  in  Aug.  1790,  '  I  must 
'  freely  own^'  says  lord  Comwallis,  *  that 
'  I  could  not  venture  to  propose  any  plan, 
'  on  the  success  of  which  I  could  have  any 
'  firm  reliance,  unless  the  nabob  could  be 
'  induced  by  a  large  annual  revenue,  re« 
'  gularly  paid  and  properly  secured  to  him, 
'  to  surrender  the  management  of  his  coun- 
'  try  for  a  long  term  of  years,  to  the  com- 

*  pany.  The  nabob's  age,  his  long  con- 
'  n^ction  vnth  us,  his  right  to  the  posses* 
'  sion  of  the  country  which,  however,  with- 
'  out  our  assistance,  would  have  been  but 

*  of  little  value  to  him,  and  exaggerated 
'  accounts  of  former  services,  may  furnish 
'  topics  for  popular  declamation,  and  may 
'  possibly  engage  the  nation,  upon  mistak- 
'en  ideas  of  humanity,  to  support  a  sys- 
'  tem  of  cruelty  and  oppression ;  but  whil^ 
'  I  feel  conscious  that  I  am  endeavouring 
'  to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and 
'  the  good  of  my  country,   I  shall   pv^ 

*  very  little  weight  to  such  connderations^ 
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'  aflid  I  should  conceive  that  I  had  not 
'  performed  the  duty  of  the  high  office  in 
'  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place 
'  me,  if  I  did  not  declare  that  the  present 
«  mixed  goyernment  cannot  prosper  in  the 
'  best  hands  in  which  your  part  of  it  can 
'be  placed,  and  that  unless  some  such 
*  plan  as  that  which  I  have  proposed  should 
'  be  adopted,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Car- 
'  natic  must  continue  to  be  wretched,  the 

<  nabob  must  remain  an  indigent  bankrupt) 
'  and.  his  country  an  useless  and  expensive. 

<  burthen  to  the  company  and  the  nation/ 
This  was  not  the  only  proof  that  this  sub* 
ject  had  engaged  the  most  serious  attention 
of  lord  Cor nwallis,  for  in  a  letter  written 
two  yeaJTS  afterwards,  his  lordship  observ- 
ed that,    '  If  there  had  been    the  least 

chance  of  obtaining  the  nabob's  acquies- 
cence he  should  without  hesitation  have 
be^n  ready  to  have  proposed  to  him  as 
the  plan  best  calci:dated  for  promoting 
his  own  ii^terest  and  comfort,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Car- 
natic,  that  he  should  entrust  the  compa- 
ny with  the  entire  management  of  the 
4Sountry,  under  an  engagement  to  pay 
him  regularly  a  liberal  portion  of  its  re- 
venues for  the  maintenance  of  his  family 
and  the  support  of  his  dignity/  The 
hon.  member  said,  that  he  need  not  re- 
mind the  house,  that  this  jilan  exactly  cor- 
responds wkh  that  which  was  proposed  by 
iord  Powis  to  Ally  Hussein.  Of  the  prac- 
tical wisdom  of  that  plan,  no  man  could 
doubt,  when  we  find,  notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  done  by  lord  Macartney, 
by  sir  Arch.  Campbell,  and  by  lord  Corn- 
walHs,  that  the  evils  of  .the  nabob's  admi- 
nistration still  continued  to  exist  as  late  as 
1795,  an^  to  require  correction^  Lord 
Buckinghamshire,  in  his  minute  dated  in 
Oct.  1105,  observed^  *  That  no  comment 
'  conid  be  required  to  shew  that  that  spe- 
'  oies  of  government^  if  it  deserved  the 
'  name  of  govemment>  contained  the  most 
'  grievous  oppressions  of  the  people^  the 
f  certain  impoverishment  of  the  country, 
^  and  the  inevitable  decay  of  revenue/ — 
Impressed  as  his  lordship  was  with  a  seri- 
ous conviction  of  that  truth,  he  looked  with 
extreme  anxiety  to  the  nature  of  the  secu- 
rity-provided by  the  treaty  of  1792,  and 
bis  lordship  stated  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  other  remedy  than  placing  the 
districts  pledged  for  the  security  of  the 
subsidy  in  the  hands  of  the  company.  The 
conduct  of  his  noble  friend  was  highly  ap- 
l^ved'by  the  court  of  directors,  who  sin- 
ceceiy  lamented,  that  the  nabob  could  not 
Vol.  XL 


be  prevailed  upon  to  adopt  the  ^modifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  proposed  by  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire,  which,   they  observed,  was 
founded  upon  principles  of  sound  policy, 
humanity  and  justice  ;    they  therefore  di- 
rected his  noble  friend  to  renew  the  pro- 
position  in   their  name.      So  deeply  in- 
deed were  the  court  of  directors,  and  the 
government  at  home,  impressed  With  the 
absolute  necessity  of  this  arrangement, 
that  they  requested  lord  Weliesley  to  make 
a  short  stay  at  Madras  on  his  way  to  Ben- 
gal, in  order  to  prevail  upon  the  nabob  of 
agree  to  the  plan  proposed  by  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire.     But  these   were 'not  the 
only    testimonies  of  this   branch  of  the 
question  to  which  he  could  refer  the  house. 
We  find,  said  the  hon.  member,  in  the  pa- 
pers before  us,  that  as  late  as  the  year 
1801,  the  opinions  of  lord  Powis  strength* 
ening  and  confirming  those  of  his  prede« 
cessors,  his  lordship  observed^  that '  It  was 
'  material  for  him  to  repeat,  and  with  im- 
'  pressive   earnestness,  that  no  security, 
'  sufHciently  extensive  and  ef&cient  for 
'  the  British  interest  in  ihe  Carnatic,  can 
'  be  derived  from  thc'treaty  of   1792,  and 
'  that  no  divided  power,  however  modified, 
'  can  possibly  avert  the  ruin  of  that  de^ 
*  voted  country.' — The  hon.  member  de*-  . 
clared,  that  after  the  opinions  of  lor-d  Ma- 
cartney, lord  Cornwall  is,   lord  Bucking- 
hamshire, and  lord  Powis,  publicly  record- 
ed, and  to  which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  house ;.   after  the 
fullest  enquiries  on  the  spot,  possessing 
also,  as  lord  Weliesley  did,  every  means 
of  acquiring  correct  information,  he  could 
not  feel  surprised,  that  lord  Weliesley 
should  have  considered  the  late  arrange- 
ment in  the  Carnatic  as  founded  in  the 
wisest  policy.     Its  impolicy  however  had 
been  argued  upon  grounds,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  quite  erroneous.     It  had  been  re- 
marked by  those  who  dif&red  from  him 
on  this  occasion,  that  formerly  we  had  no 
invidious  duties  to  discharge/  that  the  na- 
bob's government  exacted  the  revenue  and 
inflicted  the  punishments,  that  they  were 
regarded  as  the  oppressors,  whilst  we  were 
considered  as  the  benefactors  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  that  now  we  had  changed  places 
with  the  nabob  ;  and  we  were  then  gravely 
asked,  whether  it  was  wise  to  have  taken 
upon  ourselves  a  task  which  must  render 
us  odious  to  the  natives  ?  To  this  point  the 
hon.  member  said  he  could  speak  from  bis 
own  personal  knowledge,  for  he  was  em- 
ploye4  for  7  or  S  years  making  surveys  of 
the  country^  and  traversed  evory  part  of  it, 
2C 
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and  he  believed  he  might  venture  to  say, 
that  at  the  time  he  quitted  India,  no  Euro- 
pean had  seen  more  of  the  Carnatic  than 
nimself ;   he  had  many  opportunities   of 
learning  the  real  sentiment^  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
ing, that  they  invariably  spoke  in  praise 
and  admiration  of  the  system  pursued  dur- 
ing the  period  that  the  country  had  been 
tinder  the  management  of  the  company's 
servants  ;  and  with  detestation  and  abhor- 
rence of  the   nabob's  managers,  whose 
oppression  and  cruelty  were  so  great,  that 
he  had  known  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  vil- 
lage fly  from  the  nabob's  territories,  dur- 
ing the  night,  to  seek  protection  in  those 
of  the  company,  or  perhaps  to  retire  alto- 
gether into  the  dominions  of  the  nizam  or 
of  Tippoo  Sultaun. — It  might  be  argued 
iiowever,  (and  some   had  already  made 
the  attempt)  that  although   the   late  ar- 
rangement in  the  Carnatic  was  founded  in 
justice  and  policy,  the  family  of  Mahom- 
ed Ally  had  strong  claims  on  the  liberality 
and  indulgence  of  the  British  government. 
It  may,    therefore,   continued    the   hon. 
member,  be  worth  while  to  examine  how 
far  such  claims  are  well  founded.      From 
our  earliest  connection  with  Mahomed  Ally, 
we  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  him 
for  his  want  of  faith  and  honour^  instances 
of  which  had  been  recorded  as  far  back  as 
the  administrations  of  Mr.  Bouchier  and 
Mr.  Dupre,  and  the  government  of  Madras 
had  declared  that  the  nabob's  conduct  was 
such  as  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  his  en- 
gagements.— Lord    Macartney   obseinred 
that  the  records  were  full  of  essential  fail- 
ures on  the  part  of  the  nabob  in  his  pecu- 
niary   engagements.      In  the  war  with 
Hydcr  Ally  in  1780,  we  applied  to  the  na- 
bob in  vain  for  assistance  ;  the  same  when 
we  were  preparing  for  the  war  in  1790. — 
In  the  war  of  17Q9  the  government  was 
compelled  to  call  upon  the  nabob  for  pe- 
cuniary assistance ;  for  when  lord  Welles- 
ley  assumed  the  government  of  India,  he 
found  an  exhausted  treasury  and  our  cre- 
dit very  low.    The  nabob  promised  three 
lacks  of  pagodas,  no  very  large  sum,  but 
it  will  scarcely  bfe  believed,  that  he  ad- 
Tanced  only  1(5,000  pagodas,  or  6,400/. ; 
private  individuals  shewed  more  zeal,  and 
to  the  honour  of  the  British  commercial 
houses  at  Madras,  they  afforded  every  pos- 
sible assistance,  and  enabled  the  army  to 
move  from  our  frontier  to  Serin gapatam. 
But  this  want  of  attachment  to  his  allies 
was  not  confined  to  failures  in  his  pecuni- 
ary engagements;   the    nabob    actually. 


shewed  an  indifference  to  the  British  inte- 
rests, which  might  justly  be  atti'ibated  to 
disaffection.  In  a  letter  from  the  Madras 
government  to  the  court  of  directors,  Aog. 
1799,  they  observed,  '  We  are  concerned 
'  to  inform  you  that  this* is  not  the  only 
''  instance  in  which  we  have  had  to  lament 
'  an  indifference  to  the  success  of  our 
^  measures  on  the  part  of  his  highness,  for 
'  instead  of  calling  forth  the  resources  of 
^  the  Carniatic,  for  the  supply  of  your 
.'  army,  his  highness's  managers,  in  every 
^  province  of  his  dominions,  not  only  with- 
'  held  all  assistance  fi'om  their  respective 
'  districts,  but  opposed  every  possible  ob- 

*  ject  to  the  passage  of  supplies,  procured 
'  for  the  use  of  the  army  beyond  the  li- 
'  mits  of  his  highness's  dominions/ — ^And 
the  governor  at  home  in  a  letter  to  Ben- 
gal, dated  the  4th  Dec.  1 800,  mentioned 
the  particulars  of  the  nabob's  conduct  re- 
garding the  fort  of  Chandemagherry;  and 
observed  that,  *  a  more  decided  instance 

*  of  disaffection  could  Scarcely  be  iraagin- 
'  ed.' — Under  all  these  circumstances  of  the 
nabob's  repeated,  he  might  almost  say  con- 
stant, failure  in  his  engagements;  of  his 
indifference  to  the  British  interests,  an 
indifference  amounting  nearly  to  disafiec- 
tion; — of  his  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
1792,  not  only  by  granting  assignments 
on  thlB  districts  which  were  mortgaged  to 
the  company  as  the  security  for  hils  subsi  > 
dy  ;    but  also  by  entering  into  a  secret 
corresponderice  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the 
implacable  enemy  of  the  British  name  in 
India ;  the  hon.  member  contended  that 
W^  were  justified  in  con^idteringthe  treaty 
of  1792   as  annihilated,  and  in  adopting 
whatever  measures  we  deemed  necessary 
to  secure  our  rights  in  the  Carnatic;    With 
this  view  it  was  the  intention  of  the  British 
government,  to  have  made  a  communica- 
tion to  the  nabob,  Umdit  ul  Omrah,  of  the 
proofs  which  thoy  had  obtained,  of  his 
having  carried  on  a  Secret  correspondence 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun  contrary  to  the  stipu* 
lations  of  the  treaty  of  179:2. — He  had 
previously  been  apprised  of  his  violatioii 
of  that  treaty  by  granting  assignments  on 
the  mortgaged  districts.     Circumstances 
of  expediency  how^ever  interrupted   this 
communication  y  it  was  protracted  by  the 
nabob's  illness,  and  his  death  frustrated 
the  wish  of  the  British  government  to  ob- 
tain from  him    satisfactory  security  for 
their  rights  in  the   Carnatic. — Released 
from  the  treaty  of  1792,  which  had  beeli 
repeatedly  violated  ■  by  the  nabob,  witk 
the  recorded  opinions  of  lord  Macartney, 
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lord  Corn\7aIlis,  lord  Buckinghamshire, 
and  lord  Powis,  that  no  divided  povrer^ 
however  modified,  could  possibly  ave|*t 
the  utter  ruin  of  the  Carnatic,  the  opinion 
of  lord  Wellesley  was  further  strengthened 
in  these  sentiments  by  a  letter  from  the 
secret  committee  approved  by  the  board 
of  controul,  transmitted  to  him  in  June, 
1799.  In  this  letter  the  secret  committee 
observed,  '  In  the  event  of  a  war  with 
5  Tfppoo  Sultaun,  the  respective  countries 

*  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  rajah  of 

*  Tanjore,  will  of  course  come  under  the 
'  company's  management,  and  they  direct 
'  that  they  be  not  relinquished   without 

*  special  orders  from  us  or  the  court  of  di- 

*  rectors.'  Without  entering  into  any  de- 
tailed examination  of.  the  contepts  of  this 
letter,  he  would  be  satisfied  with  merely 
begging  the  house  to  remark,  that  even 
upon  a  general  principle  of  expediency, 
ai^d  without  any  knowledge  of  the  secret 
correspondence  found  atSeripgapatam,  the 
government  at  home  ordered  lord  Welles- 
ley  not  to  relinquish  the  Carnatic  even 
upon  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  with  Tip- 
poo  Sultaun.  Therefore,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  the  duty  of  lord  Wellesley 
to  form  such  an  arrangement  for  the  fu- 
ture administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Carnatic,  as  should  result  from  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  relative  situation  of  the 
nabob  and  the  East  India  company ;  the 
ruinous  consequences  of  the  repeated  vio- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  1792 ;  the  interests 
pf  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  the  se- 
curity of  the  British  government,  and  the 
orders  that  had  been  received  from  the 
court  of  directors. — A  diflficulty  however 
arose  with  respect  to  the  person  who  was 
to  succeed  to  whatever  degree  of  power  it 
might  be  deemed  safe  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  successor  of  Umdit  ul  Omrah.*  His 
illegitimate  and  adopted  son  was  consider- 
ed entitled  to  a  conditional  preference,  but 
when,  under  the  suggestion  of  those,  who 
had  been  the  advisers  of  his  father,  he  re- 
fused to  accede  to  the  terms  which  it  had 
become  necessary  to  annex  to  the  situa- 
tion of  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  the  succes- 
sion, subject  to  the  stipulations  required, 
was  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  next 
legitimate  heir,  the  son  of  Ameer  ul  Om- 

.rah  and  grandson  of  Mahomed  Ally.  But 
it  had  been  said,  that  that  arrangement  in 
the  Carnatic  was  begun,  continued  and 
concluded  with  a  rapidity  which  was  ob- 
servable in  all  the  foreign  transactions  of 
the  Bengal  goyenuoent )   it  wa&  no  doubt 


easy  to  make,  but  it  certainly  was  as  easy 
to  refute  such  an  assertion.  So  far  from 
that  rapidity  with  which  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment was  unjustly  charged,  it  appears 
that  lord  Wellesley  investigated,  the  busi- 
ness with  the  most  deliberate  caution. — 
He  appointed  commissioners  (of  whom,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  bart.  who  opened  the  debate,  he 
should  say  a  few  words  before  he  sat  down) 
to  examine  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
correspondence,  and  to  ascertain  the  na- 
ture of  the  connection  between  the  nabobs 
of  the  Carnatic  and  Tippoo  Sultaun  ;  be 
reported  the  proceedings  to  the  secret 
committee  and  to  the  board  of  controul  ; 
and  it  was  not  until  lord  Wellesley  was 
informed  by  those  high  authorities  that 
their  sentiments  perfectly  coincided  with 
his  own,  and  with  lord  Powis's,  that  he 
gave  his  final  instructions  on  the  subject^ 
tWo  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  nabob  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun ;  the  charge  therefore  of  precipi- 
tancy was  quite  unfounded.  The  treaty 
with  Azeem  ul  Dowlah  was  concluded  in 
July  1806;  it  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  England,  and  it  was  now  only  necessary 
to  shew  that  it  was  approved  of  by  the  go- 
vernment at  home.  The  house  would,  he 
flattered  himself,  agree  with  him,  that  a  has- 
ty decision  had  not  been  pronounced  upon 
that  important  measure;  In  Sept.  1802, 
fourteen  months  afler  the  treaty  had  been 
concluded,  the  secret  committee  having 
had  the  papers  a  long:  time  under  consider 
ration,  wrote  to  lord  f  owis  as  follows,  *  We 
'  do  not  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  enter 

*  into  the  detail  of  the  circumstances  con* 
'  nected  with  the  case,  or  to  state  at  length 
^  the  reasoning  upon  those  circumstances, 
'  which  has  led  to  the  conclusion  we  have 
'  come  to,  af^er  the  fullest  and  most  deli- 
'  berate  caution.  It  is  enough  to  state  to 
'  you  that  we  are  fiiHy  prepared,  upon  the 
'  facts,  as  at  present  before  us^  to  approve 

*  and  confirm  the  treaty  in  question ;  and 
'  we  are  of  opinion,  that  acting  under  the 
'  instructions  of  the. governor-general,  you 
'  stand  fully  justified  (upon  the  evidence 
'  written,  as  well  as  oral,  on  which  you 
'  proceeded,)  in  deeming  the  rights  of  the 
'  family  of  Mahomed  Ally,  as  existing 
'  under    former    treaties,   to  have    been 

*  wholly  forfeited,  by  the  systematic  perfi- 
'  dy  and  treachery  of  the  late  nabobs  of 
'  the  Carnatic,  Wallajah,  Smd  Umdit  ul 
'  Omrah,  in  breach  of  their  solemn  trea- 

*  ties  with  the  company.  The  claims  of 
'  the  family  having  been  thus  forfeited. 
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*  and  a  right  having  accrued  to  the  com- 
'  pany  of  making  provision  at  their  discre- 
'  tion^  for  the  future  safety  of  the  Carnaticy 
'  we  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  nature 
'  of  the  security  which  has  been  provided 
'  by  the  treaty  for  the  defence  and  preser- 

*  vation  of  our  interests  in  that  quarter,  is 
'  of    a   satisfactory  description.       After 
having  so  long  troubled  the  house,  he 
would  merely  observe,  that  the  view  which 
he  had  taken  of  this  subject,  was  formed 
upon  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  papers 
laid  before  parliament,  upon  which  alone 
wt  could  form  our  judgment.     Indeed  the 
substance,  almost  the  whole  of  the  speech, 
with  which  he  had  presumed  to  trouble 
the  house,  was  founded  upon  those  docu- 
ments, and  he  jshould  therefore  oppose  the 
resolutions  moved  by  the  hon.  hart. — ^The 
hbn,   hart,  however,  in  speaking  of  the 
conmiissioners,  had  used  an  epithet,  which 
the  hon.  member  said- he  was  sure   he 
would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  been  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  them ;  and  yet  a 
veiy  slight  examination  of    the  papers 
would  have  enabled  the  hon.  hart,  to  have 
known  those  gentlemen,  by  character  and 
reputation. — -Whatever  opinion  the  hon. 
bart.  might  have  formed  of  those  gentle- 
men^ he  could  assure  him  that  there  were 
not  in  the  house,  nor  in  the  country,  two 
men  of  a  higher  sense  of '  honour,  oi  more 
conscientious  and   honourable  feeling. — 
Col.  Close,  so  highly  distinguished  by  his 
talents,  his  zeal  and  integrity,  was  resi- 
deiit  at  the  court  of  Poonah ;  if  he  were  in 
thifr  country  he  should  have  wished  him  to 
have   been  examined  at  the   bar  of  the 
house,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  hon: 
hart,  would  have  formed  a  difierent  opi- 
nion of.  the  secret  correspondence  to  tiiat 
which  he  entertained.    With  Mr.  Webbe, 
late  chief  secretary  to  the  government,  the. 
hon.  member  said  he  had  been  in  habits 
of  the  most  affectionate  friendship  ;  unfor- 
tunately for   his  friends  and  his  country, 
this  valuable  public  officer  was  dead ;  he 
sacrificed  his  Hfe   ill  the  service  of  his 
country ;    h&  was   a  man  of  the  nicest 
sense  of  honour,  justly  looked  up  to  as  one 
of  the  highest  characters  in  India;  he 
could  truly  say,  that  Mr.  Webbe's  me- 
mory was  universally  revered.     His  noble 
and  indepelMlent  mind  would  not  havci 
allowed  him — [Here  the  feelings  of  the 
hon.  member  were  so  acute,  that  he  was 
unable  to  pA>ceed,  and  sat  down  with 
marks  of  the  greatest  sorrow  and  agitation.] 

Mn  Windham,  on  account  of  the  lateness 
qCthe  hour,  and  the  number  of  hon.  mem- 


bers who  had  yet  to  speak  upon  the  stil>* 
ject,  proposed,  that  the  debate  should  b« 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  which  was  or* 
dered  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  18. 

[Petitions  bsspecting  the  Report  on 
Distillation  from  Sugar.]     Mr.   Gooc^ 
presented  a  Petition  from  several  owners 
and  occupiers  of  lands  resident  in  th« 
county  of  Suffi)lk ;  setting  forth,  <'  That  the  . 
petitioners  are  many  of  them  owners,  hut 
the  greater  part  of  them  occupiers  of  lands 
in  a  county  where  barley  is  the  chief  article 
of  cultivation ;  ancb  that  it  is  with  concern 
they  learn  that  a  Committee  of  the.  house 
has  in  its  Report  recommended  the  sub« 
stitution  of  Sugar  and  Molasses^  inste^bd  of 
barley  and  other  grain,  in  the  distilleries^ 
which  must  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
agricultural  ^terest  of  the  country ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  had  trusted  that  the 
satisfactory  and  unanswerable  reasons  as« 
signed  by  a  committee  of  the  house  last 
year  against  the  adoption  of  sach  an  «K4 
pedient  would  have  set  at  rest  its  fiirthev 
agitation,  and  quieted  the  alarm  it  is  fully 
calculated  to  produce  ;  should  the  tiurm» 
be  deprived  of  the  certain  market  the  dis* 
tilleries  a£Pord,  even  for  a  time  to  be  limit* 
ed,  it  must  tend  to  lower  the  price  of  g^n^ 
and  damp  the  increasing  spirit  of  agricul* 
ture ;  and  that>  the  petitioners,  however 
strongly  they  may  feel  the  distresses  and 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  West  India 
trade  at  present  labours,  however  aiKxioua 
they  may  be  for  the  adoption  of  any  meai* 
sure  for'  its  relief,  still  s^ey  caiuiot  per* 
ceive  that  either  justice,  policy,  or  neces* 
sity  requires  that  such  relief  should  be  ad- 
ministered to  them  at  the  sole  and  exclu* 
sive  expence  of  the  land,  being  a  sacrifice 
of  the  more  important  interests  of  agricuU 
ture  ;  and  therefore  praying  the  house 
not  to  allow  such  a  bill  to  pass  into  a 
law.'' 

Mr.  CanqjibeU  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  lord  provost,  magistrates,  amd  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Glasgow;  setting 
forth,  '^  That  the  petitioners  feel  themselves 
called  upon,  at  this  interesting  crins,  to 
express  to  the  house  their  unqualified  ap« 
probation  of  the  proposal  lately  made  in 
parliament  for  the  temporary  suspension 
of  Distillation  from  Grain ;  the  present 
relations  of  these  kingdoms  with  the  other 
nations  of  the  world,  the  large  quimtitles 
of  grain  which  it  is  weli  known  ttas  eoo&* 
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try  has  been  obliged^  for  many  years,  to 
import  beyond  the  extent  of  its  own  pro- 
duce, and  the  necessity  of  our  providing 
at  home  for  the  probable  deficiency  in 
these  importations,  evidently  dictate  such 
a  prudent  measure :  and,  although  there  is 
just  now  plenty  of  grain  in  the  country, 
it  would  betray  a  great  want  of  foresight, 
in  times  like  these,  not^to  be  prepared  for 
every  event,  or  to  run  the  smallest  risk  of 
a  scarcity  amongst  the  people  of  these 
happy  lands ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are 
too  well  aware  of  its  universal  importance 
ever  to  make  any  request  in  the  smallest 
degree  inconsistent  with  the  agricultural 
prosperity  of  the  country  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  feel  it  is  at  all  times  their  duty,  as  it 
is  their  interest,  to  promote,  as  far  as  lies 
in  their  power,  the  improvement  and  ex- 
tension of  agriculture  ;  but  they  must  con- 
fess they  are  not  able  to  perceive  how  the 
stoppage  of  Distillation  from  Grain  at  this 
time  can  possibly  interfere  with  that  im- 
provement;   they  cannot  see  why  any 
alarm  should  be  excited  in  well-informed 
and  unbiassed  minds  by  such  a  proposal ; 
they  cannot  allow  themselves  to  believe 
that  calculation  has  been  resorted  to  by 
those  who  have  taken  such  alarm  ;    for 
surely  it  is  manifest  that  oilr  farmers  will 
have  to  provide  not  only  for  the  expected 
short  importations  into  this  country  but 
also  for  the  consumption  of  the  West  In- 
dia colonies;  which  have  now  to  look  to 
Britain  for  the  supply  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  their  wants  ;  the  additional  quan- 
tity of  grain  required  for  those  two  pur- 
poses will,  beyond  doubt,  greatly  exceed 
all  that  is  at  any  time  consumed  in  the 
distilleries ;  and  it  is  a  well-ascertained 
fact,  that  the  prices  of  the  different  kinds 
of  grain  mutually  operate  on  each  other, 
so  that  the  grower  of  barley  need  be  under 
no  apprehension ;  nor  should  it  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  proposed  suspension  of  distilla- 
tion from  grain  is  not  to  be  of  a  permanent, 
bat  merely  of  a  temporary  nature,  and 
that  the  king  in  council  is  to  be  empower- 
ed again  to  permit  the  use  of  barley  in 
the  distilleries  as  soon  as  it  falls  below  a 
fiiir  and  reasonable  price ;  farther  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  avoid  expressing  their  sa- 
tisfBction,    that  this  well-timed  measure 
will  also  tend  to  the  relief  of  a  very  nume- 
rous and  respectable  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, whose  interests  as  British  subjects 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  the  West  India 
planters  and  merchants,  who,  possessing  a 
considerable  quantity  of  sugar  beyond 
what  is  required  for  the  consumption  of 


these  kingdoms,  will,  by  the  use  of  that 
article  as  a  temporary  substitute  for  grain ' 
in  the  distilleries,  be  enabled  to  find  a 
market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  their 
lands,  find  the  country  will  thus  be  enabled 
to  defeat  the  malicious  purposes  of  our 
enemy,  who  equally  withholds  from  us 
those  markets  where  we  could  sell  our 
surplus  Sugar,  and  supply  ourselves  with 
what  grain  we  stand  in  need  of;    and* 
therefore  praying,  that  the  house  may 
adopt  measures  for  suspending  the  use  of 
grain  by  the  distillers  of  Great  Britain, 
and  for  restricting  them  to  the  use  of  su^ 
gar  for  a  limited  period.'^ 

General  Tarleton  presented  a  Petition  of 
the  mayor,  bailiff,  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  of  Liverpool,  in  council  assembled, 
setting  forth,  '*  That  the  petitioners  have 
seen,  with  feelings  of  considerable  regret, 
advertisements  for  meetings  in  several  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  agree- 
ing to  petitions  against  the  measure  re* 
commended  by  a  committee  of  the  house 
for  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  use  of 
grain  in  the  Distilleries,  as  calculated  to 
prove  injurious  to  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  country ;  and  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  whilst  so 
many  of  the  ports  of  Europe  are  closed 
against  us,  rendering  it  impossible  to  pro- 
cure a  supply  of  corn  from  the  continent 
of  Europe,  whilst  in  addition  to  this,  the 
embargo  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
united  states  of  America  precludes  us  from 
obtaining  any  importations  from  thence, 
and  whilst  it  remains  an  undisputed  fact 
that  this  country  has  for  many  years  past 
been  dependant  upon  foreign  supply  for 
a  considerable  part  of  the  subsistence  of 
her  inhabitants,  more  particularly  in .  the 
populous  town  of  Liverpool  and  coanty 
of  Lancaster,  the  petitioners  cannot  but 
think  it  a  measure  of  wise  and  prudent 
precaution  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  con- 
sumption of  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,, 
and,  by  a  well-timed  restriction,  to  guard 
against  an .  evil  of  so  great  magnitude  as 
must  result  from  the  f^ptilure  of  the  usual 
means  of  supply ;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  the  house  may  proceed  in  the  pro-, 
posed  measure  to  suspend  the  use  of  grain 
in 'the  distilleries  of  the  united  kingdom, 
for  such  period,  and  under  such  restric-. 
tions,  as  to  the  house  shall  seem  most  pro- 
per and  expedient/' — The  said  Petitions 
were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.}    Mr.  Jjstbhruhi 
pitsented  to  the  house,  ponuant  to  their 
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order,  a  Copy  of  the  MinaCes  of  the  Evi- 
dence  taken  before  the  Committee  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  to  whom  the  Pe- 
tition  of  John  Palmer,  of  the  city  of  Bath, 
esq«  was  referred. — ^The  same  hon.  gent, 
then  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  an  Account  of  the  per  centage 
due  to  Mr.  Palmer  on  the  Nett  Revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  beyond  240,000/.  from  the 
5th  of  April  1793  to  the  5th  of  Jan.  1808, 
,  deducting  the  produce  arising  from  in- 
creased postage  and  restriction  m£ranking, 
and  also  the  sum  of  3,000/.  a  year^  receiv- 
ed during  that  period.^' 

Sir  John  Sinclair  objected  to  the  word 
^  due"  in  the  motion. 

The  Speaber  informed  the  hon.  baronet 
that  the  house  had  declared  it  "  was  due.'' 

[Criminal  Law.]  Sir  Samuel  Ronnlly 
rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
^ven  notice^  for  some  amendments  of  the 
Criminal  Law.  -  He  was  aware  that  from 
part  of  the  public,  and  particularly  that 
part  of  it  whose  opinion  might  be  supposed 
to  have  most  influence  upon  his  conduct, 
a  person  who  .had  such  amendments  to 
propose  could  hardly  expect  praise,  but 
must  consider  it  enough  if  he  meets  with 
excuse.  His  apology  must  be,  that  he 
bad  not  taken  up  the  matter  lightly  or  on 
a  sudden ;  that  the  subject  which  he  pre- 
sumed to  bring  before  the  house,  was  one 
which  had  occupied  his  thoughts  for  many 
years  of  his  life.  He  had  long  ago  pro- 
mised himself,  that  if  ever  he  should 
have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house,  he 
would  bring  forward  some  measures  for 
reforming  the  criminal  law;  and  recollect- 
ing this,  he  could  not  but  feel  that  he  ought 
rather  to  apologise  for  having  delayed  the 
proposal  so  long,  than  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward now. — In  the  criminal  law  of  this 
country,  he  had  always  considered  it  as  a 
very  great  defect,  that  capital  punishments 
were  so  frequent ;  and  were  appointed^  he 
could  not  say  inflicted,  for  so  many  crimes. 
No  principle  could  be  more  clear,  than 
that  it  is  the  certainty,  much  more  than 
the  severity  of  punishments,  which  renders 
them  efficacious.  This  had  been  acknow- 
ledged ever  since  the  publication  of  the 
Works  of  the  marquis  Beccaria ;  and  he 
had  heard,  he  could  not  himself  remember 
it,  that  upon  the  first  appearance  of  that 
work  it  produced  a  very  great  effect  in 
this  country..  The  impression,  however, 
had  hitherto  proved  unavailing;  for  it  has 
not  in  this  country,  in  a  single  instance, 
produced  any  alteration  of  the  criminal 
law;  although  in  some  other  states  •of 


Europe  such  alterations  have  been  made. 
Indeed,  if  one  were  to  take  the  very  re- 
verse of  the  principle,  that  would  be  a 
faithfiil  description  of  the  criminal  law  of 
England  ;  in  which  punishments  are  most 
severe,  and  most  uncertain  in  their  appli- 
cation. It  is  notorious,  how  few  of  those 
who  are  condemned,  actually  suffer  punish- 
ment. From  returns  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  it 
appears,  that  in  the  year  1805  there  were 
350  persons  iX^ho  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  of  whom  only  68  were  exe- 
cuted, not  quite  a  fifth  part  of  the  num- 
ber; in  the  year  1S06,  325  received  sen- 
tence of  death,  of  whom  57  were  executed; 
and  in  1807,  the  number  was  343,  of 
whom  there  were  executed  63.  If  we  de- 
duct the  number  of  thosne  who  received 
sentence  of  death  for  crimes  for  which 
pardon  is  never,  or  very  rarely,  granted, 
and  take  the  number  of  those  who  are  con- 
victed of  felonies,  which  have  been  made 
capital  for  some  circumstances,  which  are 
not  in  truth  circumstances  of  aggravation, 
perhaps  it  will  be  found  that  of  20  persons 
condemned  to  die,  onlv  one  suffers  death. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  should  be  suffered  to  con- 
tinue in  such  a  state, 'where  the  execution 
of  the  law  is  not  the  rule  that  is  observed 
but  an  exception  to  it,  and  where  it  has 
been  lately  said  in  language,  which  one 
would  expect  to  hear  rather  from  the  lips 
of  a  satirist  than  from  the  seat  of  judg« 
ment,  that  the  ''  law  exists  indeed  in 
theory,  but  has  been  almost  abrogated  in 
practise  by  the  astuteness  of  judges,  the 
humanity  of  juries,  and  the  clemency  of 
the  crown." — His  present  purpose  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  class 
oi\\y  of  these  severe  statutes  that  had, 
firom  the  change  of  circumstances,  acquired 
a  severity  which  was  not  originally  in- 
tended :  those  in  which  the  capital  part  of 
the  charge  depends  on  the  amount  of  the 
property  stolen;  such  as  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  which  punii^es  with  death  the 
stealing  privately  from  the  person  of  ano- 
ther property  to  the  value  of  12  pence; 
the  act  of  William  and  Mary  which  makes 
privately  stealing  in  a  shop  to  the  amount 
of  5  shillings  a  capital  ielony,  and  many 
other  statutes  of  the  same  kind.  Such  an 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  value  of 
money  since  those  statutes  passed,  that  it 
was  astonishing  that  the  law  should  have 
been  suffered  to  remain  in  words  the  same 
to  the  present  day;  the  oflfences, in  the 
mean  time^  having  become  altogether  dif- 
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ferent.    Perhaps  there  was  no  case  which 
couid  render  more  striking  the  truth  of 
lord  Bacon's  observation,  that  time  was 
the  greatest  of  all  innovators;  for  in  pro- 
portion as  every  thing  which  contributed 
to  the  support^  the  comfort^  and  the  luxu- 
ries of  life  had  grown  dearer,  the  life  of 
man  had  become  cheaper  and  of  less  ac- 
count.— There  were  many  mischievous 
consequences,  resillting  from  such  a  state 
of  things,  which  did  not  strike  one  at  first; 
but  which  became  more  evident,  the  more 
they  were  reflected  on.    Such  laws  cannot 
be  executed.    Juries  are  placed  in  the 
p-iinful  situation  of  violating  one  of  two 
duties;  they  are  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive ot  violating  their  oath,  or  what  they 
are    sometimes   mistakenly    induced    to 
think  more  binding  on  them,  the  dictates 
of  humanity.     Often  against  the  plainest 
evidence,  juries  find  the  property  not  to  be 
of  the  value  of  which  they  and  everybody 
else  know  it  to  be  ;  and  this  comes  to  be 
considered,  as  Blackstone  somewhere  ex- 
presses it,  as  a  "  pious  perjury,"  words 
which  one  is  sorry  to  see  ever  put  together: 
for  nothing  can  lead  to  more  immoral  con- 
sequences, than  that  men  should  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  violation  of  a  judicial 
oath.     The  law  ought  not  to  remain  so. 
Ofiendei's  are  often  acquitted  against  the 
clearest  evidence :  and  the  very  severity 
of  those  laws,  by  a  necessary  consequence> 
holds  out  an  encouragement  to  crimes. 
While  there  are  thus  two  laws,  one  upon 
the  statute  book,  and  another  in  practice,  a 
total  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature 
of  that  which  is  considered  as  the  most 
valuable  prerogative  of  the  crown;  the* 
prerogative  of  shewing  i^ercy.     The  true 
state  of  the   case  is,  that,  in  exchange 
for  that  prerogative,  the  crown  has  the 
painful  duty  imposed    on  it,  of  select- 
ing those  upon  whoin  the  judgment  of  the 
law  shall  be  executed.     In  London  and 
Middlesex  this  u  done  by  the  privy  coun- 
cil, but  upon  all  the  circuits  this  duty  de- 
volves upon  the  different  judges  of  assize ; 
and  it  is  felt  by  them  to-  be  the  most  pain- 
ful of' their  duties.   No  rules  are  laid  down 
to  govern  them  in  the  discharge  of  it ;  but 
they  are  left  to  their  own  discretion,  which 
must  necessarily  be  as  various  as  ^re  their 
different  habits  and  sentiments  and  modes 
of  thinking.     It  may  be  the  opinion  of  one 
judge,  that  punishments  ought  to  be  in- 
flicted most  strictly  when  crimes  are  mo^ 
frequent ;  another,  with  the  same  anxiety 
for  the  discharge  of  his  4«ty ,  thinks  that  it  is 
most  lueful.to  berigourous  when  crimes 


make  their  first  appearance.    'On&  judge  is 
more  influenced  by  huma^ty ;  another  more 
swayed  by  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to'  the 
safety  of  the  community.    And  thus,  their 
discretion   is ,  apt  to  be  exercised  under 
motives,  not  only  diflerent,  but  often  quite 
contrary.     The  question  was,  what  should 
be  the  remedy?  Being  sensible  that,  when 
a  private  individual  takes  upon  himself  to 
propose  alterations  in  the  law,  it  becomes 
him  to  proceed  very  cautiously,  to  do  at 
first  too  little  rather  than  too  much,  to  alter 
and  yet  not  seem  to  innovate,  and  to  have 
the  test  of  experience  in  favour  of  his  first 
essays  at  improvement,   before   he   pro* 
ceeds  to  propose  all  that  he  would  have 
established;*    being    strongly    impressed 
with  this,  he  had  at  first  intended  only  to 
ni6ve  to  repeal  the  statutes,  and  to  propose 
others  in  the  same  words,  only  with  sums 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  what  was  origin 
nally  fixed  by  the  legislature ;  and  by  re^ 
enacting  the  laws  such  as  by  the  authors 
of  them  they  were  meant. to  be,  to  repeal 
those  statutes  which  time  and  a  change  of 
circumstances   had  imperceptibly  substi- 
tuted in  their  place.     But,  when  he  found 
that  he  would  thus  be  enacting  capital 
punishments  for  offences,  in  which  there 
are  no  circumstances  of  aggravation,  he 
could  not  bring  his  mind  to  do  it,  and  he 
(determined  to  propose  the  simple  repeal 
of  all  those  statutes.     As,  however,  they 
will  require  diflerent  considerations,  he 
judged  it  most  expedient  to  bring  them 
one  by  one  under  the  review  of  the  house ; 
and  he  proposed,  therefore,  to  begin  with 
the  most  objectionable,  the  8th  of  Eliza- 
beth, chap.  4.  which  made  stealing  prir 
vately  from  the  person  a  capital  ofience : 
declaring  it  at  the  same  time  to  be  his 
intention,  and  wishing  it  to  be  understood, 
that  he  will  at  proper  times  bring  forward 
a  repeal  of  the  others.    The  unnecessary 
severity  of  the  Sth  Elizabeth,  its  absurdity 
and  want  of  logic,  ipade  it  a  disgrace  to 
the  statute  book.     (Read  the  preamble 
and  first  enacting  clause.)     Reciting  that 
the  oflence  was  sometimes  committed  un- 
der cir<;umstances  which  were  an  aggrava- 
tion, therefore  it  epacts  that  in  all  cases, 
and  although  there  was  no  aggravation, 
clergy  should  be  taken  away.    In  his  time^ 
he  never  had  heard  but  of  one  single  in- 
stance in  which  an   offender,  convicted 
under  this  statute,  suffered  death ;  it  was 
a  case  upon  the  northern  circuit,  where  a 
pick-pocket  detected  in  court  was  imme- 
diately tried  and  left  for  execution.  It  was 
a  solitary  case  as  far  back  as  he  could  re« 


SW] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  mLy 


member*  and  even  if  that  had  been  omitted^ 
it  would  have  been'  no  great  misfortane. 
Under  this  statate,  from  the  strict  con- 
Mmction  which  the  judges  obsetred  of  (be 
Word  ''privily/^  that  yery  violence  which 
would  be  ai>  aggravation  of  the  offence,  if  it 
is  not  such  as  to  amount  to  robbery,  saves 
the  offender. — pThere  was  another  subject 
which,  he  thought,  required  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  legislature ;  it  was  to  provide, 
in  certain  cases,  a  compensation  to  persons 
tried  and  acquitted,  after-  having  been 
long  detained  in  prison.  At  present  they 
have  no  comrpensation,  except  by  an  actjon 
f&t  a  malicious  prosecution,  where  the 
judge  is  satisfied  there  was  no  pi-obable 
cause.  If  suspicion  of  having  committed 
iBt  crime  falls  tkpon  an  individual  in  the  la- 
bouring class  of  the  people,  whose  family 
depends  upon  his  daily  waged  for  subsist- 
«tce,  he  may  lie  eight  months  in  gaol;  for 
thit  is  sometimes  the  interral  between  the 
summer  and  lent  assizes ;  and  in  the  four 
northern  counties,  he  may  be  imprisoned 
above  a  year.  His  family  in  the  mean  timfe 
is,  probably,  consigned  to  the  workhouse, 
and  when:  he  returns  home  afler  an  acquit* 
ftal  which  completely  establishes  his  in- 
nocence, he  &ids  them  ruined  in*  their 
health  or  corrupted  in  their  morals.  '  If,  for 
the  convenience  or  utility  of  the  public, 
private  property  is  ever  interfered  with  by 
ihe  authority  of  pai*liament,  fbli  compensa- 
tion is  carerally  made  to  the  owner ;  but 
what  is  that  loss  which  is  thus  compeni^ted 
to  the  opulent,  compared  with  the  injury 
imfifered  by  the  poor  man  in  the  case  he  had 
mentioned }  It  will  be  said,  that  snch  a 
tase  does  not  happen  oflien,  but  it  some- 
times happens,  and  in  such  cases  a  remedv 
ought,  no  doubt,  tp  be  provided.  The  dif- 
ficulty was,  that  it  is  not  every  person  ac- 
quitted who  deserved  compensation;  be- 
cause many  persons  were  acquitted  who 
are  still  guilty  ;.*  acquittals  from  defects  of 
ibi*m  being  unavoidable,  even  under  the 
best  ordered  laws.  Another  difficulty 
was,  that  if  such  a  remedy  were  given  by 
law,  it  might  have  a  mischievous  effect  to- 
wards those  very  persons,  who  are^  the  ob- 
jects of  redress ;  because  in  some  cases  the 
evidence  was  so  nicely  balanced,  ttiat  if 
the  jury  felt  themselves  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  convictmg  or  of  giving  a  re- 
*ward  to  the  prisoner  by  acquitting  him, 
this  consideration  might  have  the  efi^t  of 
determining  them  to  convict.  "Hie  dis- 
cretion of  saying  in  what  cases  compensa^ 
tion  should  be  given,  could  only- be  reposed 
ittdiejtrryorinthecoitrt;  and  he  thought 
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that  there  could  be  n^  hesitation  between 
those  two.  The  jury  ought  not  to  have 
their  attention .  diverted  from  the  single 
point  of  ascertaining  the  fact,  of  guilty  or 
not.  Fortunately,  there  was  already  in 
our  statute  book,  an  act  which  he  should 
take  as  a  modeL  Till  the  year  1752,  no 
compensation  was  made  by  law  to  pvose- 
cntors  for  their  expence  and  trouble  in 
bringing  offenders  to  justice;  acircum* 
stance  which  one  might  be  sarptised  at,  if 
such  citcumstances  did  not  come,  very  sel- 
dom  before  the  legislature.  Before  such 
compensation  was<  allowed,  it.  oitea  hap- 
pened that  the  prosecution  was  by  much  a 
greater  evil  to  the  person,  whose  property 
had  been  taken  from  him,  than  that  loss  of 
properly  by  the  ollenee.  The  25th  Geo. 
2.  chap.  SO,  §  1 K  placed  it  in  the  power 
of  the  court,  upon  constderatieii  o£  the 
prosecutor's  e^ciimstaaces,togrant  him  an 
order  upon  the  treasurer  el*  the  xounty 
for  his  expences,  and  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  his  time.  He  meaot  to  make 
^is  t^e  model  of  the  bill  he  proposed  to 
move  f(^  leave  to  bring  in.  lie  hardly 
thought  it  necessary  to  anticipate  any  ob- 
jection to  this  compensation,  as  being  a 
new  burden  upon  the  county.  Perhaps. it 
might  be  thoughit,  that  the  same  reason 
existed  for  granting  a  similar  compensa- 
tion ih  cases  of  misdemeanour;  but  he 
meant  to  conftfte  it  to  felonies,  following 
the  principle  of  the  act  of  George  2.  and 
to  give  compensation  to  persons  acquitted 
only  in  the  same  cases  where  it  w»  already 
by  law  given  to  the  prosecutor.  He  moved, 
in  the  first  plaoe,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  nugde  in 
tlie  9th  year  of  queen  Eloabeth,  as  takes 
away  the  benefit  of  clergy  from  persons 
convicted  of  stealing  privily  from  the  per* 
son  of  another. 

Mr.  Hofixn  said,  be  was  one  of  those 
who  approved  of  the  law8>  and  he  thought 
that  very  good  grounds  ought  to  be  laid 
down  bemre  any  innovatitm  was  made 
upon  them.  He  disapproved,  in  particcH 
lar,  of  the  proposal  for  making  compensi^ 
tion  to  persons  who  had  been  tried  and  ao» 
quitted.  He  suspeoted*  that,  in  Ireland, 
many  indolent  persons  would  reckon  it  no 
hardship  to  be  confined  in  a  com[f(irtable 
prison. 

Mr.  Wilbeiforee  differed  so  completely 
iVom  ftie  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
t^t  he  declared  he  had  experienced  the 
most  unmixed  satis&ction  at  what  had 
felien  from  the  hon.  and  learned  baronet. 
He  well  remembered  that  a  great  and  U^ 
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inented  public  chaTacter  (Mr.  Pitt),  at  an 
«arly  period  of  his  life,  had  intended  to 
have  a  digest  made  of  the  whole  of  our 
criminal  code,  with  a  yiew  of  lessening,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  number  of  capital 
punishments  which  it  contained,  and  the 
objections  to  which  it  was  impossible  to 
confute.  He  congratulated  the  house  and 
■  the  country  that  an  individual  so  well 
qualified  for  the  task  by  his  ability  and 
experience  as  the  hon.  and  learned  bart. 
had  turned  his  attention  to  this  most  im- 
portant subject. 

•  Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  could  not  help 
expressing  surprise  at  what  an  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Herbert)  had  stated  as  to  Ireland. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  ]cnow  in  what  part  of 
Ireland  the  prisons  were  so  comfortable, 
as  to  prove  an  inducement  to  indolent  per- 
sons wishing  a  confinement.  He  believed 
the  gaols  were  so  far  from  being  commo- 
dious, that  they  rather  excited  horror  and 
detestation,  and  many  instances  had'  oc- 
curred where  men's  toes  were  eaten  by 
rats :  was  this  the  accommodation  the  hon. 
gent,  thought  so  agreeable  as  to  be  prized 
by  the  Irisn  people  ? 

Mr.  Herbert,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
still  believed  there  were  many  persons 
who  led  a  life  of  idleness^  who  would  think 
themselves  well  accommodated  in  the  gaols 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  G,  HiU  contended,  that  in  Ireland, 
and  particularly  in  the  province,  of  Ulster, 
there  was  as  much  humanity  on  these  sub- 
jects as  in  England. 

The  Solicitor  General,  professing,  as  he 
felt,  the  most  unfeigned  respect  for  the 
ability  and  zeal  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  who  brought  forward  the  present 
motion,  was  l^  no  means  satisfied  that  it 
would  produce  the  benefit  expected  from 
it.  He  was  not,  indeed,  prepared  to  say 
whether  the  good  or  evil  it  might  produce 
was  likely  to  preponderate.  In  this  situa- 
tion he  should  only  lay  in  his  claim  to 
approve  or  disapprove  of  the  measure,  as, 
on  more  mature  reflection,  he  should  be 
of  opinion  it  merited.  Whether  the  at- 
tempt to  grant  compensation  to  persons 
acquitted  of  offences  imputed  to  them, 
might  not  be  productive  of  gi*eater  evil 
than  good,  was  not  now  the  question.  He 
was  certainly  inclined  to  think,  that  how- 
eyer  plausible  the  theory,  the  practice 
would  be  very  injurious. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  felt  himself  bound  to 
pay  the  tribute  of  his  testimony  and  ap- 
probation to  the  ability  and  motives  of  the 
Aon.  and  learned  bauronet,  by  whom  this 
Vol.  XI. 


motion  had  been  made.  Part  of  it,  how* 
ever,  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  contrary 
to  what  he  had  always  understood  to  be 
the  constitutional  principles  of  this  coun- 
try, that  he  could  not  sit  still  in  the  house, 
and,  by  his  silence,  seem  to  give  a  tacit 
acquiescence  in  the  propriety  of  the  pro* 
position.  He  thought  it  his  duty,  therefore, 
to  say,  that  from  what  he  had  heard,  he 
was  by  no  means  impressed  with  a  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  bill  proposed  to  be 
introduced.  It  was  to  his  mind  a  girievous 
consideration,  that  afler  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal by  a  jury  of  his  country,  it  should 
be  possible  to  ^tell  any  man  that  he  was 
not  honourably  acquitted,  but  that  an 
imputation  of  guilt  still  attached  to  him. 
What  a  grievous  responsibility  must,  in 
this  case,  attach  to  the  judge,  who  was, 
after  a  verdict  of  acquittal  by  the  jury, 
to  determine  whether  that  acquittal  was 
honourable  or  not.  If  this  doctrine  was  to 
be  sanctioned,  in  his  opinion  it  was  con- 
trary to  all  the  old  established  principles 
of  the  constitution  of  this  country,  and  as 
such  could  not  meet  with  his  approbation. 
— ^Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  then  again  rose.  He 
was  sorry  that  he  had  been  so  much  mis- 
understood bv  the  hon.  baronet,  who  seem- 
ed  to  conceive  that,  in  the  motion  which 
he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  house,  any 
thing  was  included  but  the  general  ques- 
tion, w^hether  persons  accused,  tried,  and 
acquitted,  should  or  should  not  be  entitled 
ta  compensation  for  the*  injury  which  they 
sustained.  The  mode  of  deciding  to  whom 
this  compensation  should  be  awarded,  or 
whether  it  should  be  given  to  all  indiscri- 
minately (which  he  should  prefer  to  with- 
holding it  from  all)  would  be  open  for 
discussion  when  the  bill  was  brought  in* 
He  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  in  certain  casea  compensation  to 
persons  tried  and  acquitted  in  a  criminal 
court,  for  the  damages  sustained  by  them, 
in  consequence  of  having  been  detained  in 
custody  and  brought  to  trial. 

The  Solicitor  GenaW 'repeated,  that  in 
the  view  which  he  had  of  the  subject,  the 
evil  would  preponderate  over  the  good. 
If  the  judge  refused  to  give  compensation, 
it  would  be  indicative  of  the  un&vourable 
opinion  which  he  entertained  of  the  inno- 
cence of  the  person  by  whom  it  was  de- 
manded ;  and  he  wouid  thus  be  placed  in 
a  very  invidious  situation.  Besides,  sup- 
pose a  person  were  acquitted  on  an  error 
in  the  indictment  before  the  merits  of  his 
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case  were  investigated,  how  could  the 
judge  then  decide  on  a  claim  of  compen- 
sation ?  As  a  novelty,  this  proposition 
ought  to  be  watched  with  jealousy.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  impossible  to  exe- 
cute it,  without  much  mischief.  If  the 
compensation  were  to  be  made  out  of  the 
county  rate,  it  might  prove  a  great  dis- 
couragement to  prosecutions,  or  in  the 
event  of  a  trial,  that  circumstance  might 
operate  on  some  minds  against  the  ac- 
cused. He  should  vote  against  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  bill. 

Sir  Sanmel  Romilly  declared  his  surprise 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  should 
resist  the  introduction  of  a  bill,  of  the 
provisions  of  which  he  must  necessarily 
oe  ignorant.  With  respect  to  the  propo- 
sition being  a  novelty,  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  there  had  not  been  more 
novelties  of  a  simitar  description. 

Mr.  Leycester  said  a  few  words,  in"  the 

course  of  which  he  expressed  a  wish,  that 

his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  with- 

.draw  his  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 

the  bill. 

The  Solicitor  G'ewtfra/ acquiesced. 

Mr.  Crokcr  entered  his  protest  against 
being  thought  favourable  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  because  he  did  not  oppose  its 
introduction. 

Mr.  Curwen  approved  of  the  measure. 

Sir  F.  Bttrdett  would  certainly  not  op- 
pose the  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  resist  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill,  although  he  wished 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  baronet  had 
.  stated  more  fully  the  grounds  on  which  he 
proposed  it,  and  the  pr6visions  which  he 
meant  that  it  should  comprise.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  remedy  proposed  would 
be  more  injurious  than  the  evil  complain- 
ed of. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  afraid  that  by  the  intro- 
duction of  such  complicated  arrangements, 
people  would  be  so  puzzled  that  they 
would  not  understand  the  law  at  all. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  applauded  the  huma- 
nity of  the  hon.' and  learned' baronet,  but 
hoped  he  would  pardon  him  for  stating 
that  county  stock  ought  not  to  be  touched 
except  in  extreme  cases. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  defended  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  from  the  charge  of  inno- 
vation. As  to  the  measure  being  a  novelty, 
every  improvement  was  a  novelty. — Leave 
was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[LoBD  Ellenborouoh.]  Mr.  Leicester, 
adverting  to  the  statement  made  on  a 


recent  evening  by  an  hon.  baronet  (sir 
Francis  Burdett)  when  he  was  not  pre- 
sent, hoped  *the  house  would  allow  him  to 
make  some  observations  upon  that  state- 
ment. He  trusted  that  they  would  the 
more  readily  agree  to  this,  when  they 
considered  how  much  the  character  of  the 
noble  lord  and  of  the  country  at  large  was 
implicated  in  that  statement.  He  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  baronet  had  been  ad- 
vised by  the  chair  to  postpone  any  further 
agitation  of  the  subject,  until  the  judgment 
of  which  he  complained  should  be  followed 
up  by  some  legal  proccfeding.  He  was 
disposed  to  think  that  the  house  would 
hear  no  more  of  this  business  from  the 
hon.  baronet;  in  which  case  the  impu- 
tations that  had  been  cast  on  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  chief  justice  of  the  King's-bencb, 
would  remain  unanswered,  and 

Mr.  W.  Smith  spoke  to  order.  Unless 
the  hon.  gent,  meant  to  conclude  with 
some  motion,  his  observations  were  very 
irregular. 

Mr.  Leicester  was  not  prepared  to  make 
any  motion  ;  but  as  the  hon.  baronet  had 
made  his  statement,  he  trusted  they  would 
allow  him  to  make  a  counter  statement, 
under  the  same  circumstances.  He  was 
proceeding,  when  he  was  again  called  to 
order  by 

Mr.  W,  Smith,  who  observed,  that  unless 
the  hon.  gent,  ^would  move  for  some  paper, 
such  observations  could  only  lead  to  dis- 
orderly discussion. 

Mr.  Leicester  then  stated,  that  he  would 
conclude  by  moving  for  the  production  of 
an  order  of  the'  court  of  king's  bench,  for 
the  discharge  of  a  rule  moved  for  in  that 
court  for  a  new  trial  in  the  action  brought 
by  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster  against 
sir  Francis  Burdett. — On  the  suggestion 
of  the  Speaker,  however,  who  intimated 
that  it  was  usual  to  give  a  formal  notice  of 
such  a  motion,  Mr.  Leycester  abstained 
from  any  further  remarks,  and  gave  notice, 
that  |ie  would  move  for  the  production  of 
this  paper  to-morrow. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Lord  Bitming 
was  desirous  of  postponing  his  motion  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  distillation  of  spirits, 
until  to-morrow,  if  an  hon.  gent,  whose 
notice  stood  for  to-morrow,  would  consent 
to  put  it  off. 

Mr.  W,  Taylor  I'epHed,  that  he  had 
been  that  morning  applied  to,  to  postpone 
his  motion  to-morrow,  relative  to  the  Dap- 
danelles,  for  the  purpose*  of  allowing  the 
Local  Militia  bill  to  be  proceeded  witb« 
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Obnsidering  the  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject of  his  motion  as  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  character  of  the  country,  and 
having  already  frequently  postponed  it, 
he  could  not  consent  to  postpone  it  any 
longer. 

Mr.  Windham  reprobated  this  sort  of 
hocus  pocus.  by  which  the  house  was  kept 
ignorant  of  what  business  would  come  be- 
fore it.  If  the  arrangement  that  seemed 
to  have  been  made  was  carried  into  effect, 
then  it  would  happen  that  the  gentlemen 
who  came  down  that  night  to  listen  to  a 
discussion  on  the  distilleries,  would  find 
themselves  engaged  in  a  debate  on  the 
local  militia ;  and  that  to-morrow,  those 
who  would  come  to  debate  the  Local  Mi- 
litia bill,  would  be  surprised  at  finding 
themselves  in  a  distillery. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excliequer  denied 
that  there  was  any  thing  more  in  this  cir- 
cumstance than  what  frequently  occurred, 
namely,  that  when  the  first  notice  on  the 
order  book  was  not  proceeded  with,  the 
next  was  taken  in  its  stead. 

Lord  H»  Petty  observed,  that  some  dis- 
appointment must  certainly  exist  in  con- 
sequence of  the  postponement  of  the  noble 
lord's  motion  ;  the  more  so,  as  in  giving 
the  notice  on  Monday,  the  noble  lord  had 
declared  that  the  motion  would  certainly 
come  on  this  day.  With  respect  to  the 
motion  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  it 
related  to  a  subject,  the  investigation  of 
which  it  was  most  desirable  no  longer  to 
defer. 

Mr.  Barham,  after  an  eulogium  on  the 
industry  and  talents  displayed  by  the 
noble  lord  in  the  chair  of  the  committee, 
observed  that  he  had  been  given  to  under- 
stand that  a  disposition  had  been  mani- 
fested in  a  certain  quarter  to  bring  the 
parties  who  now  diirered  so  widely,  nearer 
to  each  other  in  opuiion.  Pie  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  house  would  consult  its 
own  convenience,  by  allowing  an  oppor- 
tunity for  any  arrangement  to  be  made 
upon  this  subject. 

♦  Mr.  Coke  Wis  proceeding  to  state  his 
objection  to  the  report,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by 

Mr.  Brodrick,  who  observed,  that  the 
subject  before  the  house  was  merely  the 
time  at  which  the  report  should  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Lord  Binning  said,  if  a  right  hon.  gent, 
would  postpone  the  Dublin  police  bill 
from  Friday,  he  would  willingly  bring  his 
motion  on  that  day. 

Mr.  H,  LascelUs,  if  any  tf^ing  like  an 
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accommodation  was  in  view,  of  which  he 
declared  himself  perfectly  ignorant,thought 
that  Friday  would  be  a  better  day  than 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  lamented  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  determined  upon  this  post- 
ponement last  night.  Had  he  done  so, 
the  discussion  of  the  Local  Militia  bill 
would  not  have  been  brought  on  so  un- 
expectedly, and  in  the  absence  of  several 
gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  deliver 
their  sentiments  upon  it. 

Mr.  Cunven  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
state  of  the  country  might  be  such,  with 
relation  to  other  powers,  as  to  render  it  a 
precedent  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Hiomton  requested  that  the  dis- 
cussion might  be  postponed  till  Monday, 
as  his  colleague  and  he  would  have  an 
opportmiity  before  that  day  of  learning 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents.  A 
public  meeting  in  the  county  of  Surrey 
would  be  held  on  Saturday,  and  he  should 
be  sorry  that  the  debate  should  come  on 
before  that  time. — After  some  further  con- 
versation, in  which  sir  J.  Seabrlght,  sir 
S.  RomlUy,  lord  Binninj,  Mr.  Whltbread, 
Mr.  Barham.  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  sir  A.  Wel- 
lesley,  and  Mr.  Windham,  participated,  it 
was  agreed  that  lord  Binning' s  notice 
should  stand  for  to-morrow,  and  Mr.  W. 
Taylor's  for  Friday. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
house  resolving  itself  into  a  committee' on 
the  Local  Militia  Bill. 

Lord  MUton,  in  the  absence  of  some 
hon.  friends  of  his,  felt  it  his  duty  to  im«  . 
press  upon  the  house  the  necessity  of  post- 
poning the  further  proceedings  on  this 
bill  till  next  Friday.  There  was  a  very 
general  feeling  entertained,  that  the  ques- 
tion on  the  distilleries,  which  had  the  pre- 
cedence for  discussion,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  order,  which  referred  to  the 
Local  Militia,  from  being  moved,  at  least 
at  so  early  an  hour  of  the  night.  Under 
that  impression^  and  knowing  that  itwa& 
the  intention  o^  some  friends  of  his  to 
submit  certain  amendments  and  clauses  in 
the  committee,  he  should  certainly  move 
the  postponement  of  the  order  till  next 
Friday. 

Lord  Castlereagh  pressed  the  house  to 
proceed  ;  and  contended  that  there  were 
future  opportunities  for  those  members,who 
were  then  unfortunately  absent,  to  submit 
their  opinions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house.    Indeed,  he  did  not  expect  a  fuller 
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boose  on  the  Local  Militia  Bill  than  he 
then  saw. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  notwithstanding 
the  easy,  self-satisfied  way  in  which  the 
Boble  lord  expressed  himself,  he  should 
hare  recollected  that  if  the  house  wa»  full, 
it  was  filled  by  gentlemen  who  came  down 
to  the  discussion  of  another  business,  which 
had  been  positively  fixed  for  that  night. 
A  measure  stood  for  that  night,  on  which 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  was  expected. 
Without  any  reason  assigned,  save  an  unde- 
fined assertion  of  conTenience,  it  was  post- 
poned. The  result  was,  that  another  mea- 
sure, which  was  not  expected  to  come  on, 
was  pressed  before  the  house ;  and  when 
causes  were  stated  to  postpone  it,  the  noble 
lord  replied,  that  the  motion  was  unneces- 
sary, because,  after  the  details  were  gone 
through,  there  were  other  opportunities  for 
the  discussion  of  their  merits.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  turned  upon  this  considera- 
tion, that  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  his  noble  fiiend,  the  only  in- 
convenience which  was  likely  to  result 
was,  that  hen.  members  would  have  ano- 
ther day  to  attend  their  duty  in  that  house, 
whereas  if  the  house  then  proceeded,  no 
future  opportunity  would  be  offered  -  to 
them  to  state  their  objections. — ^The  house 
then  divided :  Ayes  8 1 ;  Noes  37.  Ma- 
jority 4i. 

On  readmission  into  the  gallery, we  found 
the  house  in  a  committee,  and  in  a  discus- 
sion upon  that  clause,  which  determines 
the  ages  between  which  individuals  are 
liable  to  the  ballot. 

Sir  Jiwtes  Hall  thought  that  the  period 
oi  eighteen  was  certainly  the  fittest  time 
fisr  young  men  to  commence  military  ser- 
vice, and  that  every  year  after  they  be- 
came less  and  less  fit.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  if  the  ballot  was  confined  to  young 
men  between  eighteen  and  nineteen,  a 
sufficient  number  would  be  found  to  answer 
the  purposes  required,  without  carrying 
the  ballot  to  men  of  more  advanced  years. 
He  thought  the  age  of  thirty -five  much 
too  far  advanced. 

Lord  Castlereagh  admitted,  that  in  some 
counties  the  principle  of  the  hon.  baronet 
might  answer,  and  produce  even  more 
men  than  were  wanted  for  the  particular 
district,  but  in  many  others  it  would  not 
at  all  produce  the  number  required,  and 
the  age  must  be  extended. 

Sir  Ja})ies  Montgomery  thought'the  range 
of  years  stated  iri  the  clause  loo  extensive, 
as  It  would  give  a  greater  number  of  men 
than  were  irequircd. 


Lord  Castkrta^  answered,  that  die 
numbers  were  calculated  by  the  popula- 
tion of  each  county ;  and  a  narrower  limi- 
tation would  not  give  the  number  of  men 
required. 

Sir  Jamts  3Tonigpmay  observed,  that  last 
year's  Militia  Bill  excepted  nnmbersoa 
the  ground  of  being  voluflteers ;  but  in  this 
bill,  every  county  was  ordered  U>  find  its 
quota,  without  any  regard  to  the  number 
of  its  volunteers.  Neither  was  any  excep- 
tion proposed  on  account  of  the  number 
of  a  man's  children,  however  great ;  and 
in  this  respect  he  thought  that  carrying 
the  ballot  so  high  as  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  would  be  extremely  oppre^ire  to 
numbers  of  poor  men  with  large  &jnilies 
depending  on  their  industry.  ,  He  there- 
fore suggested  an  exception  in  favour  of 
men  having  more  than  three  children; 
and  he  also  thought  the  hardship  much 
greater  on  men  after  thirty  than  before ; 
more  especially  a  poor  shop-keeper,  or  any 
man  settled  in  life,  of  small  capital,  whose 
income  did  not  exceed  100/.  a  year,  who 
must  in  this  case  be  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  serving  to  the  ruin,  of  his  business, 
or  paying  a  fine  equal  to  one-fifth  of  his 
income,  besides  his  liability  to  the  income 
tax.  Which  was  already  intolerable. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  thought  that  by  mak- 
ing the  term  from  eighteen  to  thirty,  about 
one  in  five  would  be  drawn  for  service  in 
the  county  where  he  lived  ;  but  the  clause 
as  it  stood  would  take  two  out  of  three  of 
the  male  population. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  commit- 
tee, on  considering  the  measure  maturely, 
would  find  that  it  would  on  no  account  be 
so  oppressive  as  seemed  to  be  apprehended. 
To  the  working  manufacturer  who  could 
earn  six  shillings  a  day,  undoubtedly  the 
service  would  be  objectionable.  Bat  it 
would  be  no  great  oppression  upon  the 
head  of  a  family  to  be  obliged,  during  a 
period  of  four  years,  to  devote  one  month 
m  each  to  make  himself  serviceable  to  his 
coimtry ;  and  with  respect  to  the  burthen 
apprehended  by  parishes  for  allowances  to 
the  families  of  poor  men  during  their  ab- 
sence on  service,  it  was  groundless,  as 
such  allowance  was  to  be  reimbursed  by 
the  paymaster-general.  As  a  measure  of 
national  expence,  he  *  had  now  reason  to 
believe  it  would  not  be  nearly  so  expen- 
sive as  he  at  first  imagined,  from  the  num- 
ber of  volunteers  who  were  coming  for- 
ward in  every  part  of  the  country.  It 
was  only  in  counties  where  volunteers  did' 
not  come  forward  in  sufficient  numbers^ 
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that  the  ballot  was  to  be  adopted  at  all ; 
and  as  to  the  alteration  proposed,  lie  had 
no  objection  to  accede  to  this  amendment, 
and  substitute  the  age  of  thirty,  in  the 
place  of  thirty-five,  the  service  to  com- 
mence from  the  age  of  eighteen,  provided 
it  was  agreed  to  extend  the  period  of  vo- 
lunteer service  to  forty  years  of  age. — 
The  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendment  made  accordingly. 

Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  operation  this 
bill  would  have  on  those  young  men  at 
Eton,  Winchester,  Westminster,  and  other 
places,  who  were  educated  with  a  view  to 
holy  orders.  The  resident  members  of 
universities  were  already  exempted,  and  in 
the  same  spirit  the  exemption  ought  to 
be  extended  to  persons  of  the  description 
just  mentioned.  The  fine,  he  understood, 
was  to  exempt  only  for  two  years,  and  per- 
sons who  could  not  possibly  enter  into  the 
militia  might  be  liable  to  pay  it  three 
times  in  all.  He  also  adverted  to  the  si- 
tuation in  which  young  Roman  Catholics 
would  stand ;  especially  such  as  were 
educated  for  holy  orders.  If  they  were 
liable  to  serve  at  all,  of  which  there  were 
doubts,  they  would  be  subject  to  the  Mutiny 
Act  and  the  articles  of  war,  which  com- 
manded the  marching  to  church,  &c. 
Their  situation  was  quite  different  from 
such  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  enlisted  vo- 
luntarily. He  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment, exempting  young  men  engaged,  bona 
fide,  in  education  for  holy  orders  in  any 
seminary  public  or  private,  with  the  mas- 
ters, &c. 

Lord  Castlereagh  did  not  object  to  the 
principle,  but,  if  admitted,  it  would  open 
a  door  to  the  most  enormous  abuses,  and 
the  mischief  which  would  thus  result  from 
allowing  the  exemptions  would  far  over- 
balance any  inconvenience  that  could 
arise  from  leaving  the  matter  as  it  stood. 
With  regard  to  young  men-  educated  for 
Roman  Catholics,  it  was  but  fair,  that  they 
should  at  least  contribute  to  the  public 
service  by  fine,  as  the  Quakers  did,  whose 
religious  principles  prevented  their  giving 
personal  service.  His  lordship  also  ob- 
served, that  the  pressure  here  was  much 
less  than  that  of  the  regular  militia  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Windhxan  thought  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  baronet  well  worthy-  of  serious 
consideration.  But  leaving  that,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  noble  lord  to  the  dif- 
ference between  this  and  other  services, 
especially  that  proposed  by  the  Training 


bill,  by  which  the  people  were  not  to  be 
incorporated  nor  subjected  to  any  incon- 
venience that  could  render  exemptions  al- 
most in  any  case  of  much  consequen<^e. 
Yet  the  teachers  of  schools  had  been  there 
exempted.  And  as  to  the  regular  militia, 
the  expence  of  a  substitute  might  be  much 
greater  than  10/.  but  the  noble  lord  must 
recollect,  that  by  insurance  that  was  re- 
duced to  very  little,  and  here  no  insurance 
was  allowed  against  the  fines,  so  that  this 
bill  must  stand  on  its  own  merits,  without 
reference  to  other  services. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  adverted  to  the  exemp- 
tions which  were  allowed  to  dissenting 
clergymen,  which,  in  this  bill,  was  quali- 
fied by  the  words, '  and  not  carrying  on  any 
other  trade.'  He  admitted  that  many 
frauds  had  been  committed  by  persons  who 
got  exempted  by  pretending  to  be  ciis- 
senting  clergymen.  But  there  was  a  nu- 
merous sect  called  Baptists,  whose  teach- 
ers had  in  many  instances,  so  little  salary, 
that  thev  became  booksellers  or  stationers, 
being,  however,  really  clergymen.  The 
operation  of  these  words  would  be  pecu- 
liarly h'ard  on  them,  and  he  would  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience on  the  Report. 

Lord  Castlereagh  objected,  that  nothing 
was  more  usual  than  for  masons,  bricklay- 
ers, and  other  handicraftmen,  to  set  up  for 
spiritual  teachers,  and  hence  a  clause  like 
that  wished  to  be  introduced,  would  most 
erroneously  include  these  unworthy  ob- 
jects within  its  provision. 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  H.  Petty, 
sir  J.  C.  Hippisley  and  Mr.  Lee  Keck,  the 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Cakraft  adverted  to  the  clause,  re- 
fusing exemption  to  apprentices,  and  con- 
tended that  this  was  most  injurious  to  the 
young  men  themselves,  as  they  would  be 
taken  from  their  employments,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  they  might  not  have  suffi- 
ciently acquired,  and  fall  into  habits  incon- 
sistent with  their  occupations,  while  the 
masters  would  be  m.ost  seriously  injured 
in  their  property,  the  young  men  being 
taken  from  them  at  the  age  when  they 
would  be  of  most  use  to  them.  It  was 
known  that  the  permanent  duty  of  the  vo- 
lunteers did  much  harm  in  this  way. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  as  the 
master  would  probably  not  come  within 
the  age  fixed  by  the  bill,  it  would  be  no 
great  hardship  on  him  to  have  his  appren- 
tice called  out,  particularly  as  the  twenty- 
eight  days  service  was  not  intended  to  be 
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.successivej  and  as  the  appr.cntice  in  no  in-, 
stance  was  to  be  pemiitted,  during  the 
continuance  of  his  indentures,  to  enlist  in 
the  line. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  persisted  in  taking  the  sense 
of  the  house. — After  some  further  conver- 
sation, strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw, 
but  no  division  took  place. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  adverted  to  the  words  in  the 
same  clause,  that  '  no  poor  man  who  has 
more  than  one  child'  should  be  exempted 
from  this  service,  though  exempt  from  the 
regular  militia ;  and  proposed,  in  order  to 
make  the  thing  more  precise  and  intelli- 
gible, to  leave  out  the  words  '  more  tb%n 
one  child/  and  substitute  '  less  than  three 
children.'     This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Van- 
sittart  objected  to  the  scale  of  gradation  in 
the  imposition  of  fines. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  proportioning  the  fines  to  the 
conditions  of  the  different  orders  of  the 
community :  those  belonging  to  what  may 
be  called  the  smaller  gentry,  would  be  in- 
duced to  serve  by  a  fine  that  would  be 
sufficient  to  compel  persons  of  an  inferior 
description. 

Mr.  Windham  ridiculed  the  idea  of  com- 
pelling the  small  gentry  to  live  for  28 
days  the  life  of  a  common  soldier,  herding 
with  the  lowest  dregs  of  society,  by  a  pe- 
nalty of  30/.  * 

On  the  clause  which  states,  that  per- 
sons claiming  exemption  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  fines,  are  to  swear  that  they  have 
not  insured  themselves  against  such  fines, 
or  any  part  thereof,  a  long  discussion  took 
place.  Mr.  Windham,  seeing  that  the 
committee  was  not  likely  to  come  to  a  de- 
termination speedily  upon  that  point,  the 
bill  not  being  half  gone  through  with,  and 
It  being  then  late  in  the  night  (about  12 
o'clock),  proposed  that  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
might  come  to  the  discussion  with  their 
faculties  more  alert  than  they  could  be 
supposed  to  be  at  that  time ;  and  that  se- 
veral gentlemen,  who  were  absent,  from 
an  idea  that  the  debate  would  not  be 
brought  forward  that  night,  might  have  a 
fair  understanding  of  the  time  of  its  being 
discussed.  In  this  proposition,  he  was  sup- 
ported by  lord  Milton,  sir  G.  Warrender, 
Mr.  W.  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Tierney. 
,  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  Chancellor  of 
tjie  Exchequer,^ and  some  other  members, 
urged  the  expediency  of  proceeding  as 
far  as  possible  t^iat  night.  The  gallery 
was  then  cleared  for  a  division,  but  the 


further  discussion  of  the  clause  was  post* 
poned,  and  the  committee  proceeded  to 
consider  of  some  of  the  following  clauses. 
It  was  fixed  that  volunteers  may  be  en- 
rolled between  the  ages  of  1 8  and  40.  The 
clause  directing  that  .the  sum  of  2  guineas 
should  be  paid  to  each  volimteer,  by  the 
parish  in  which  he  is  enrolled,  gave  rise 
to  a  very  lengthened  conversation ;  and, 
without  coming  to  a  determination  on  that 
point,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again  to-morrovv. 

[Petitions  respecting  Distillation 
FROM  Sugar.]  A  Petition  of  several  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  on  or  near 
the  South  Downs,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
was  also  presented  to  the  house,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  "  That  the  petitioners  have 
understood,  with  the  greatest  concern, 
that  it  has  been  recommended,  by  a 
Report  from  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
house,  that  the  use  of  grain  in  the  Distil- 
leries of  G.  Britain,  should  be  suspended 
for  one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  July 
1 808 ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
represent,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure  must  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  general  agricultural  in- 
terests ofG.  Britain  and  particularly  so 
to  the  growers  of  barley  in  that  and  the 
neighbouring  districts  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners most  cheerfully  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  affording  relief,  whenever  it  may 
be  deemed  expedient  by  the  house,  to 
their  fellow  subjects  resident  or  interested 
in  the  colonies;  but  thev  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  represent,  with  great  defer- 
ence, the  impropriety  of  granting  such 
relief  to  any  one  body  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects at  the  expence  of  the  landed  interest 
solely,  and  more  especially  as  the  growth 
of  barley  has  been  much  diminished  by 
the  high  duties  on  malt;  and  that  the 
agriculture  of  the  country,  and  the  course 
of  crops,  have  been  formed  and  arranged 
with  the  confidence  that  they  would  not 
be  disturbed  by  any  measures  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  check  the  general  spi- 
rit of  improved  cultivation  ;  and  the  peti- 
tion cannot  therefore  but  observe  with  the 
most  serious  alarm  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
ment applied  for  to  a  measure  which  may 
found  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous 
nature,  by  rendering  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  in  any  of  its  branches,  subser- 
vient to  temporary  or  local  expedients ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  in  particular  ap- 
prehend, that  the  prospect  held  out  to  the 
growers  of  barley  of  a  demand  for  th« 
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purpose  of  the  distilleries,  in  addition  to 
the  other  usual  markets  for  this  species  of 
grain,  has  operated  greatly  towards  se- 
curing to  the  country  a  sufficient  supply 
of  that  article  even  under  the  circum- 
stances of  unfavourable  seasons  ;  and  that 
the  discouragement  /to  cultivation,  which 
would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  measures 
like  the  present,  would  tend,  in  case  of 
the  recurrence  of  such  circumstances,  to 
distress  greatly  the  other  consumers,  and 
especially  those  interested  in  the  breweries, 
which  would  also  occasion  a  material  de- 
falcation in  the  public  revenue  ;  and  that 
the  growth  of  barley  in  that  and  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  is  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent,  and  principally  upon  land  which  is  • 
not  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  so  great 
advantage  in  any  other  manner,  and  that 
therefore  any  depreciation  in  the  price  of 
that  article  will  be  peculiarly  and  perma- 
nently injurious  to  thc^  petitioners  and 
others  in  the  same  situation  ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  house,  to  take  their  case 
into  consideration,  and  not  permit  a  mea- 
sure, involving  a  principle  so  dangerous  in 
its  nature,  and  so  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  petitioners,  and  of  the  country  in 
general,  to  pass  into-  a  law." — Ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
commissioners  of  supply,  magistrates  of 
towns,  merchants,  and  marmfacturers,  in 
the  county, of  Renfrew,  was  presented  to 
the  house,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  That 
the  petitioners,  with  every  wish  and  atten- 
tion to  afford  encouragement  to  agricul- 
ture, consider  it  their  duty  to  promote,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  such  mea- 
sures as  may  tend  to  supply  the  labouring 
and  manufacturing  classes  in  that  populous 
county  with  an  adequate  quantity  of  food ; 
and  that  the  grain  produced  in  G.  Britain, 
during  years  of  ordinary  crops,  is  wholly 
inadequate  to  supply  the  population  of 
this  kingdom  with  food,  and  the  quantity 
required  to  make  up  the  deficiency  has 
been  imported  from  foreign  countries  j 
and  that^  the  grain  produced  in  the 
county  of  Renfrew  can  only  afford  a  sup- 
ply to  its  inhabitants  for  a  few  months 
in  the  year  ;  and  that  the  best  mode  of 
counteracting  tlie  bad  consequences  likely 
to  arise  from  th«  difficulty  of  obtaining 
any  importation  of  grain  from  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  would  be  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
corn  in  distillation  for  a  limited  time, 
which  would  bring  into  the  market  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  food  in  aid  of  the  de-' 


ficiency  occasioned  by  the  peculiar  situ- 
ation in  which  this  country  is  placed  with 
regard  to  foreign  powers ;  and  that  the  price 
of  oatmeal,  which  constitutes  the  principal 
food  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in  . 
Scotland,  is  at  present  much  higher  than 
in  former  years,  and  is  still  increasing, 
while  a  considerable  quantity  of  oats  is 
consumed  by  the  distillers  iri  that  part  of 
the  country,  the  use  of  which,  in  distil- 
lation, the  petitioners  are  of  opinion,  should 
be  prohibited,  ujion  the  same  principles  as 
the  use  of  wheat  is  prohibited  by  act  of 
parliament ;  and  that  no  importation  of 
grain  can  be  expected  from  Ireland,  which 
usually  supplies  the  West  of  Scotland  to  a 
great  amount,  from  the  scarcity  and  enor- 
mous price  of  corn  in  that  part  of  the 
united  empire;  and  that  the  petitioners 
highly  approve  of  the  discretionary  power 
4)roposed  to  be  vested  in  the  king  in 
council,  to  do  away  the  suspension  upon  a 
sufficient  notice,  and  allow  the  Distillers 
to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  accustomed 
manner  ;  and  therefore  praying;  that  the 
house  would  pass  an  act  to  suspend  the 
use  of  grain  in  ^the  distilleries,  for  a  limited 
time,  subject  to  a  discretionary  power  to 
be  vested  in  the  king  in  council  to  do 
away  the  suspension,  and  allow  the  dis- 
tillers to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  accus- 
tomed manner. — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

TImrsday,  May  19. 

[Marriage  IndemnityBill.]  The  Bishop 
of  Exeter  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  rendering  valid  Marriages  which 
had  been  solemnized  in  certairi  churches 
and  chapels,  without  a  publication  of  the 
banns. 

'  The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  omit  this 
occasion  of  expressing  his  regret  at  the 
frequent  introduction  of  bills  of  this  de- 
scription. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  acquiesced  in  the 
justness  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  ob- 
servation, and  hoped  that  the  introduction 
of  such  bills  would  cease. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  considered  the  bill 
as  of  very  great  importance,  inasmuch  as 
it  shewed  the  numerous  inconveniences 
that  arose  fi'om  the  Marriage  Act.  As  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  seemed  resolved  to 
turn  his  attention  to  these  inconveniencies, 
he  would  perhaps  discover  how  far  it  might 
be  expedient  to  repeal  the  Marriage  Act, 
or  so  far  to  new  model  its  provisions  as  to 
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prevent  the  necessity  of  sach  frequent  sus- 
pensions of  it. 

Lord  Holland  concurred  in  this  opinion. 
He  wished  even  the  legislature  would  take 
a  more  wide  and  liberal  view  of  the  Mar- 
riage Act,  and  some  other  acts,  such  as 
the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  which  prov- 
ed such  hardships  to  so  many  large  descrip- 
tions of  his  '  majesty's  subjects.  Surely 
that  act  could  not  be  practically  wise  and 
useful  which  justified  a  recurrence  to  so 
many  suspensions  of  it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  must  have 
been  grossly  mis-understood,  if  it  was  sup- 
posed he  could  entertain  any  intention  of 
moving  the  repeal  of  any  of  these  acts ;  on 
the  contrary  an  occasion  was  likely  soon 
'  to  occur  when  he  should  declare  his  opi- 
nion of  the  necessity  of  retaining  them. 

Lord  Rcdesdak  would  never  sit  silent 
and  hear  the  declarations  that  were  made 
by  some  noble  lords.  As  he  deeply  and 
sincerely  revered  the  Mari*iage  Act,  and 
as  he  felt,  the  great  importance  of  a  strict 
observance  of  it,  so 'should  he  always  be 
ready  to  raise  his  roice  against  the  opinion 
of  those  to  whom  nothing  in  the  constitu- 
tion appeared  sacred,  and  who  avowed  tne 
design  of  proposing  the  repeal  of  the  Mar- 
riage  Act,  and  other  acts  equally  essential 
to  the  safety  of  the  state,  and  to  the  well 
being  and  peace  of  the  community.  Those 
who  harboured  such  designs,  could  not 
mean  well  to  their  country. 

Earl  StanJiope  called  to  order.  He  felt 
much  respect  for  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  but  he  never  would  allow  him  or  any 
noble  lord  to  impute  motives  to  noble  lords 
as  influencing  the  opinions  they  delivered 
in  that  house. 

Lord  Redesdfde  did  not  conceive  himself 
to  be  disorderly.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  noble  lord  without  moving  for  the  re- 
peal of  an  act  of  the  legislature  had  a 
right  to  enter  into  arguments  that  treated 
it  with  disrespect. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  called  the  noble 
and  les^ned  lord  to  order,  and  reprobated 
the  narrowness  and  illiberal ity  of  his  opi- 
nions, which. were  now  held  odious  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  which  he 
was  certain  would  prove  as  mischievous 
as  they  were  odious. 

Lord  EUenborough  contended  that  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  was  strictly  in 
order,  and  that  his  observations  grew  out 
of  the  biVl  before  the  house. 

Lord  Redesdale  then  went  on,  and  con- 
tended that  he  did  not  conceive  he  had 
'  made  any  unparliaooaentary  remarks:  on 


the  contrary,  he  thought  this  had  been 
done  by  the  two  noble  lords  who  had  in- 
troduced a  subject  that  was  not  before  the 
house.  He  was  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  the  act,  in  serving  as  a 
barrier  to  confusion  in  the  order  of  suc- 
cession to  property,  and  that  we  should 
not  follow  the  example  of  a  neighbouring 
country,  whose  laxity  in  that  respect  was 
of  a  pernicious  tendency. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  conceived  the 
noble  lord  as  most  illiberal  in  his  observa- 
tions on  this  and  other  discussions  of  a  like 
nature,  and  was  convinced  there  was  not 
one  noble  lord  within  the  four  comers  of 
the  house,  who  did  not  think  so. 

Lord  Holland  considered  the  language 
used  by  the  noble  lord  as  most  unparlia- 
mentary, and  tending  to  prevent  the  firee- 
dom  ot  debate.  The  question  had  been 
naturally  introduced  by  the  motion  for 
reading  the  bill,  which  proposed  an  indem- 
nity to  persons  who  hatd  offended  against 
the  Marriage  act.  Besides,  he  protei^ted 
against  the  doctrine  that  no  law  was  to  be 
amended,  nor  any  new  one  introduced^ 
without  subjecting  the  person  so  introduc- 
ing the  measure  to  the  imputation  of  acting 
with  evil  designs  against  the  constitution. 
If  such  doctrine  was  once  introduced,  the 
liberty  of  speech  would  be  destroyed, 
and  some  noble  lordy  would  perhaps  be 
intimidated  from  doing  their  duty. — ^The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

[Indictment  BiLL.^  Earl  &ait/i(^moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Indictment  Bill ;  which  being  read, 
the  .noble  lord  said  that  this  bill  was  one 
of  the  most  important,  and  he  believed,  at 
the  sa^e  time,  it  was  one  of  the  most  mis- 
chievous tendency  that  ever  came  before 
the  house,  and  not  having  been  able  to 
learn  from  whence  it  sprung,  he  would 
state  its  contents.  Their  lordships  would 
be  astonished  to  hear,  that  the  commons 
had  transmitted  them  a  bill  for  their  con- 
sideration which  went  the  length  of  almost 
entirely  annihilating  the  Trial  by  Jury  in 
criminal  cases.  He  had  enquired  whence 
and  from  whom  the  bill  originated,  but 
found  it  had  been  smuggled  through  the 
house  of  commons  ;  for  many  members,  of 
whom  he  had  enquired  about  it,  declared 
they  had  never  heard  of  it.  Formerly,  it 
was  the  practice  of  that  house  that  all  bills 
which  went  to  the  alteration  of  the  estab- 
lished law,  or  any  part  of  the  constitution, 
were  obliged  to  originate  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  and  then  every  one  had 
notice  of  what  was  intended ;    but  now 
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that  wbolesome  practice  was  become  a 
dead  letter.  He  trusted,  however,  their 
lordships  would  act  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country,  according  to  the 
common  law  of  the  land  ;  for,  in  his  opi- 
nion, that  man  who  would  act  so  as  to 
bring  in  a  bill  which  militated  against 
every  principle  of  the  common  law,  must 
be  actuated  by  the  very  quintessence  of 
human  folly.  The  first  clause  went  to 
enact,  "  That  every  person  prosecuted 
for  any  ofience  should  be  compelled  to 
give  bail  in  such  siun  as  in  the  warrant 
should  be  expressed  ;  and  if  such  person 
should  refuse,  or  not  be  able  to  procure 
such  bail,  he  should  be  committed  to  the 
gaol  of  the  county ;  and  service  of  the 
diiFerent  proceedings  on  the  gaoler  or  turn- 
key, should  be  good,  and  judgment  be 
given  against  such  person,  as  if  the  pro- 
cess had  been  served  upon  himself." — So 
th9.t  a  man  might  be  tried  without  being 
present,  which  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  oath  of  the  jurymen,  which  run  thus  : 
*  You  shall  well  and  truly  try,  and  true  de- 
liverance make  between  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king  and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.' 

Lord  Ellcnborough  observed  that  this  oath 
did  not  apply  to  the  trial  of  misdemeanori-s, 
and  that  in  ninety-nine  cases  of  misde- 
meanor out  of  a  hundred,  in  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  the  defendants  were  not 
present  at  their  trials. 

Earl  Stanhope  resumed  and  observed, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack,  only  made  parentheses  in  his 
own  speeches,  but  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  had  just  sat  down  made  paren- 
theses in  the  speeches  of  other  persons. 

Lord  EUenborough  said  he  considered 
himself  as  appealed  to  by  the  noble  earl. 

Earl  Stanhope  continued  his  argument. 
Would  the  noble  lord  say  that  it  was  con- 
spnant  to  the  constitution,  or  to  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land,  that  a  person  ought 
to  be  imprisoned  for  a  misdemeanor,  be- 
fore he  was  found  guilty  of  the  slightest 
ollence,  and  that  he  should  be  kept  a  pri- 
soner till  the  trial,  which  his  prosecutor 
might  delay  as  long  as  he  pleased  ?  It  was 
a  great  hardship  in  the  law  that  a  man 
should  be  kept  in  prison  on  suspicion. 
Suppose  he  could  prove  an  alibi,  how  was 
he  to  do  it  when  in  prison  ?  ^He  might 
know  where  the  pei*sons  to  prove  it  were 
to  be  met  with,  but  not  know  their  names, 
80  as  to  enable  others  to  come  at  them  for 
the  purpose  of  his  acquittal  :  and  the 
learned  lord  who  .was  so  fond  of  parenthe- 
ses in  other  mta's  /speeches,  well  knew 
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that  a  man  pot  guilty  of  any  cnme>  mig 
be  imprisoned  tor  more  months  than  ti 
judges  might  punish. with  days  anoth 
person  who  was  found  guilty. — ^What  w 
the  enactment  of  Magna  Charta  ?    It  w 
*  that  no  freeman  should  be  taken  orimpi 
soned  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  h 
peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.'    E 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  chi< 
justice  of  the  king's  bench,  if  an  informc 
tion,  filed  ex  officio  by  the  attorney-gem 
ral,  was  a  judgment  of  a  man's  peers,  or  c 
the  law  of  the  land  ?  To  require  bail,  ii 
all  cases  of  informations  ex  officio,  woul( 
be  to  make  a  law  which  fell  heavily  onli 
on  the  poor,  who  were  seldom  able  to  fim 
bail,  and  then,  thoiigh  ever  so  innocent 
they  must  suffer  imprisonment,  perhaps  t( 
an  indefinite  length  of  time.    The  ricl 
could  alwaysprocure bail,  so.thatit  woulc 
but  little  affect  them,  which  would  be 
making  a  most  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween-the  two  orders  of  persons  ;  whereas 
the  house  ought  to  watch  carefully  ovei 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  poor,  to  give 
them  all  the  advantages  of  the  law,  and  to 
amalgamate  as  much  as  possible  the  dif- 
ference and  distinctions  which  fortune  had 
placed  between  them. — ^The  noble  earl  ad- 
verted *  to  a  story  of  tw;o  link-boys,  who 
were  taken  up  for  uttering  a  libel,  in  the 
days  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty  :  one  of  them, 
called  Jack,  who  could  not-  read,  handed 
it  to  the  other,  Jiamed  Will,  and  begged 
he  would  read  it  to  him ;   in  the  act  of 
doing  which,  the  beadle  took  them  both  up, 
and  carried  them  before  the  magistrate. 
Jack  pleaded  that  he,  not  being  able  to 
read,  had  only  desired  the  other  to  do  it 
for  him.     '  What  are  you  ?'    said  the  ma- 
gistrate.    'Please  your  honour,*  answer- 
ed Jack,  '  I  am  an  anti-ministerial  writer.* 
'What!'   said  the  magistrate,  *how  can 
you  be  a  writer  on  either  side,  if  you  can't 
read  ?'   '  Oh,  your  honour,'  replied  Jack, 
'  I  chalks  45  on  the  lords'  coaches.'     Such 
a  poor  anti-ministerial  libeller  as  Jack, 
might,  by  an  information  ex  qfficio  under 
this  bill,  be  imprisoned  for  want  of  bail  to 
the  end  of  his  days.   Under  all  the  circuni- 
,  stances,  considering  one  part  of  the  bill 
to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  other  highly 
objectionable,  he  moved  that  the  said  bill 
be  rejected. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  and  observed,  that 
he  had  expected  some  noble  lord  who  sup- 
ported the  bill  would  have  attempted  to 
shew  its  necessity.  He  had  conceived 
that  the  noble  ana  learned  lord  (EUenbo- 
rough) had  intended  to  do  so,  and  he  was 
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ready  to  give  way  to  hear  such  necessity 
shewn.  lie  considered  the  bill  as  an  in- 
novation upon  the  sound  and  wholesome 
principles  of  the  common  law.  The 
principle  of  part  of  the  bill,  with  respect 
to  requiring  bail,  was  first  adopted  in  the 
26th  of  his  present  majesty,  in  a  revenue 

*  act,  and  it  was  found  so  injurious,  that  a 
bill  was  brought  in,  in  the  38th,  to  remedy 
the  evil,  it  bein^  found  that  many  persons 
had  remained  in  gaol  for  a  considerable 
time '  without  the  means  of  bringing  on 
their  trials.  He  deprecated  the  principle 
of  applying  to  other  cases  enactments 
found  necessary  for  the  better  collection 
of  the  revenue,  and  still  more  as  it  was 
merely  stated  in  the  preamble  to  this  bill 
as  a  reason  for  its  enactment,  that  it  had 
been  found  convenient.  Was  this  a  rea- 
son for  altering  the  law  generally  ?  With 
respect  to  the  process  upon  indictment 
and  information,  where  was  the  necessity 
shewn  for  such ,  an  alteration  ?  This  bill 
besides  went  to  require  bail  equally  upon 
an  indictment  presented  by  twelve  sworn 
men,  upon  an  information  granted  by  the 
court  of  king^s  bench,  and  upon  an  infor- 
mation filed  ex  qfficio  by  the  attorney-ge- 
neral. This  was  an  innovation  which  he 
thought  pregnant  with  the  most  injurious 
consequences;  nor  could  he  for  a  moment 
consent  that  a  power  of  holding  to  bail 
should  exist  upon  the  mer£  filing  of  an  in- 
formation by  the  attorrifey-general.  His 
lordship  quoted  some  legal  authorities  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  ancient  practice 
of  the  coBstftution,  contended  that  by 
this  bill  a  man  might  be  tried  in  his  ab- 
sence and  without  his  knowledge,  and 
called  upon  those  who  resisted  a  bill  which 

fthey  conceived  to  be  an  innovation  upon 
the  prerogative,  ^to  resist  a  bill  which  was 
an  ihnavation  upon  the  constitution.     If 

*  no  innovation  was  to  be  suffered  in  the 
one  case,  none  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the 

'  other,  at  least  without  proving  some  strong 
necessity. 

Lord  EUenboTQUgh  contelided,  that  con- 
siderable misconception  had  taken  pisice 
with  respect  to  this  bill,  which  did  not 
alter  the  law  as  it  u6w  stood,  or  at  least 
very  slightly,  but  merely  defined  more  ac- 
curately the  course  to  be  pursued.  As 
the  law  %,t  present  stood,  it  was  well 
known  that  persons  might  be  held  to  bail 
not  merely  upon  indictment,  but  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  upon  a  charge  of 
misdemeanor.  With  respect  to  informa- 
tions filed  ex  officio,  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, he  was  a  sworn  officer ;  he  n^ver  filed . 


such  informations  without  previous  affida- 
vits to  substantiate  the  charge ;  and  when 
an  information  was  filed  by  the  attorney- 
general,  it  was  a  presentment  upon  oath, 
as  much  as#that  of  a  grand  jury.  He  did 
not  see,  therefore,' that  any  injury  was  to 
result  from  holding  to  bail  upon  such  in- 
formations. With  respect  to  indictment 
and  information,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  a  person  accused  had  much  better 
means  of  justifying  himself  in  the  latter 
case  than  in  the  former.  Before  a  grand 
jury  the  evidence  was  ex  parte,  and  the 
proceedings  secret.  A  person  accused 
nad  no  means  of  punishing  another  for  a 
false  accusation  before  a  grand  jury,  nor 
could  he  indict  a  witness  who  had  given 
evidence  before  a  grand  jury  for  perjury ; 
in  the  case  of  an  information  granted  by 
the  court  of  king's  bench,  the  accused 
must  be  served  pei*sonally  with  the  rule  to 
shew  cause,  which  was  only  granted  on 
affidavit ;  he  might  then  file  affidavits^ 
shew  cause,  and  have  all  the  advantage  of 
the  argument  of  counsel.  Information 
filed  ex  officio  by  the  attorney-general  be- 
ing grounded  on  affidavit,  a  party  falsely 
accused  might  indict  the  person  making 
such  affidavit  for  perjury.  He  thought 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  humanely 
adapted  to  give  relief  to  the  prisoner.  As- 
to  his  being  tried  in  his  absence,  that  was 
out  of  the  question :  persons  tried  for 
misdemeanors  in  f he  court  of  king'^  bench, 
were  scarcely  ever  present  at  their  trials. 
This  bill  would  also  prevent  a  person  sent 
to  prison  for  want  of  bail,  from  remaining 
there,  as  it  might  happen  for  years,  with- 
out the  means  of  bi-inging  on  his  trial ; 
another  provision  in  his  favour  was,  that 
the  judge  who  tried  him,  although  not  a 
judge  of  the  king's  bench,  might  discharge 
him  if  acquitted.  He  considered  the  bill, 
therefore,  as  favourable  to  persoiis  in  the 
situation  alluded  to,  instead  of  at  all  tend- 
ing to  make  their  condition  worse. 

Lord  Erskine  condemned  the  principle 
of  extending  regulations  made  with  an 
immediate  view  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  to  other  cases.  With  respect  to 
the  bill,  he  admitted  there  was  nothing  in 
it  afiecting  the  Trial  by  Jury,  as  supposed 
by  the  noble  earl  (Stanhope),  and  that  the 
objection  of  trying  a  man  in  his  absence 
did  not  apply  to  it.  He  contended,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  did  make  an  alteration 
in  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  and  for  wliich 
no  necessity  had  been  shewn ;  namely, 
in  holding  to  bail  upon  informations  filed 
ex  officio  by  the  attorney-general.    These 
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informations^  it  had  been  said,  were  filed 
upon  affidavit;  but  the  attorney-general 
was  not  compelled  to  file  them  upon  affi- 
davit, he  might  file  them  without  any  affi- 
davit. It  was  not  to  be  supposed  for  a 
moment  tliat  his  learned  friend^  the  present 
attorney-general,  would  do  any  act  that 
was  in  the  slightest  degree  improper;  but 
he  objected  generally,  to  the  principle  of 
holding  to  bail  upon  informations  filed  by 
t*he  attorney-general,  which  might  or 
might  not  be  founded  upon  affidavit,  and 
thereby  giving  to  the  attorney -general  the 
power  of  a  grand  jury.  No  necessity  had 
been  shewn  for  this  bill,  and  he  thought 
it  much  better  that  the  law  should  stand  as 
it  did,  than  Ihat  they  should  run  the  risk 
of  exciting  discontent  or  dissatisfaction 
by  altering  it,  and  Jby  giving  power  of 
holding  to  bail  in  slight  offences,  in  libels, 
and  constructive  breaches  of  the  peace, 
which  might,  at  some  period  or  other,  be 
used  joppressively  against  the  subject. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  contended  that  the 
only  question  at  present  was,  whether 
there  was  so  much  good  in  this  bill  as 
to  authorise  its  being  sent  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  thought  there  was.  With  re- 
spect to  informations  filed  ex  officio  by 
the  attorney-general,  it  was  fitting  that  it 
should  be  stated,  that  although  he  might 
not  be  compelled  to  receive  affidavits  pre- 
vious to  filmg  such  information,  in  sub- 
stiince  it  was  so,  no  information  of  that 
Mature  being  filed  except  upon  affidavits  ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  informations  of 
that  kind  filed  by  him  when  he  held  the 
office  of  attorney-general,  the  parties 
might  have  been  held  to  bail  by  a  magis- 
trate upon  the  affidavits.  He  thought  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  favourable  to 
persons  sent  to  prison  for  want  of  bail;  in 
preventing  the  necessity  of  their  remaining 
there  for  a  considerable  time  without  the 
means  df  release,  and  that  with  some  alte- 
ration in  the  committee,  it  might  be  ren- 
dered unobjectionable. 

Earl  Stanlwpe  was  glad  that  some  alter- 
ation was  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  as  in  that 
case  it  would  be  sent  back  to  the  commons. 
His  lordship  proceeded  to  shew  the  absur- 
dity  of  contending,  that  because  judges 
were  sometimes  honest  men,  or  attorney- 
generals  persons  who  could  be  trusted, 
therefore  extraordinarf  powers  should  be 
vested  in  their  hands.  \Vere  he  to  attempt 
to  drive  such  a  doctrine  down  the  throat 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  was  con- 
vinced he  could  not  say  Amen  to  it. 
Judges  and  attorney-generals  were 'like 


other  men,  and  he  should  give  a  speci 
of  them  for  the  edification  of  the  leai 
lord,  who  seemed  to  have   forgotten 
what  sort  of  characters  they  wefe  at  tir 
composed.     His  lordship  then  alluded 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  when  consult 
by  Charles  the  iPirst,   as  to  his  right 
exact  Ship-money,  by  which  they  declan 
that  he  had  such  right,  and  that  he  himse 
was  the  only  judge  of  it ;  also  to  the  an 
swer  of  the  jndges  in  Charles  the  Second' 
reign,  who  declared  it  to  be  unlawful^  t( 
publish  any  argument  against  goveVnm en t 
His  lordship  next  alluded  to  a  case  decided 
some  years  ago,  in  which  the  learned  lord 
on  the  woolsack  had  laid  down  what  he 
esteemed  to  be  true  law,  that  the  decisions 
of  the  judges  were  to  be  regulated  not  by 
precedents,  but  by  the  written  law  of  the 
land.     This  case  he  did  not  allude  to  from 
memory :  he  had  seen  it  within  these  few 
days  as  it  came  from  the  short-hand  writer. 
This  the  noble  and  leariied  lord  might  not 
esteem  evidence  ;  but  he  certainly  would 
do  so,  when  he  informed  him  that  it  was 
sanctioned    by   corrections  made   in  the 
hand  writing  of  the  learned  lord  himself. 
This  his   lordship   esteemed  sufficient  to 
found  him  in  maintaining  that  it  was  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  not  to  the  opinion 
6f  the  judges,  that  we  wera  to  look '  for 
protection. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  enforced  the  in- 
applicability of  revenue  statutes  to  the 
common  law  of  the  country,  and  argued, 
that  the  advantages  felt  in  carrying  these 
revenue  statutes  into  execution,  would  by 
no  means  enable  us  to  judge  hbw  far  simi- 
lar or  equal  good  was  to  be  expected  from 
an  extension  of  the  system.  If  we  were 
once  to  embrace  this  doctrine,  we.  might 
ekpect  to  see  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
Income  tax,  which  was  a  revenue  statute, 
sought  io  be  extended  to  the  effect  of  forc- 
ing persons,  at  all  times,  to  make  a  dis- 
closure of  their  property,  on  the  pretence 
that  thereby  bankruptcies  might  be  di- 
minished. Many  other  provisions  of  an 
equally  dangerous  nature  might  be  ground- 
ed on  the  principle  here  laid  down,  which, 
on  the  whole,  had  his  most  decided  op- 
position. 

Lord  Holland  confessed  that  some  of  his 
objections  had  been  removed  by  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Ellenborough)  and  by  the 
noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  but  still  he 
continued  so  decidedly  hostile  to  the  pre- 
amble, and  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
measure,  that  he  could  not  rote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill. 
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The  house  then  divided  on  the  second 
reading  :  Contents  17  j  Not-conteuts  7. 
Majority  10. 


[42* 


/  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  1 9. 

[Parish  Settlement  Bill.]  The  order 
ofthe  dsiy  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Parish  Settlement  bill  being  read. 

Colonel  Stanley  stated  the  object  of  this 
bill,  which  was  to  prevent  any  settlement 
being  gained  by  renting  any  dwelling 
under  the  value  of  20/.  instead  of  10/. ;  or 
by  purchase,  under  the  value  of  100/.  in- 
stead of  30/.  The  next  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  pass  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers  to 
their  respective  parishes. 

Mr.  Curwen  objected  to  the  whole  bill, 
as  oppressive  and  injurious  in  its  operation, 
and  tending  to  increase  the  burthens  upon 
parishes,  already  too  great.  With  respect 
to  passing  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers  to 
their  respective  parishes,  he  thought  it 
would  be  an  act  of  great  cruelty  and  in- 
justice. He  considered  jthe  encouragement 
of  Friendly  Societies  as  the  best  mode  of 
reducing  the  poors  rates,  and  therefore  re- 
commended them  to  the  consideration  of 
government.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
six  months. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  as  a  measure 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Poor  Laws,  the 
house  might  entertain  this  bill,  although 
he  had  some  objections  to  make  to  some 
ef  the  clauses  intended  to  be  enacted  by 
it.  With  respect  to  the  clause  empowering 
the  removal  of  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers, 
be  thought  the  house  could  not  entertain 
It  for  one  moment ;  it  would  be  too  much 
to  say,  that  a  man,  after  a  long,  laborious, 
and  industrious  life,  should  be  turned  over 
.from  the  parish  which  had  been  the  scene 
of  that  life,  to  a  place  where  no  provision 
whatever  was  made  for  him. 

Mr.  Davics  Giddy  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  whole  of  the  poor  laws  should  be  re- 
/pealed,  but  that  as  the  present  bill  might 
be  attended  with  partially  beneficial  effects, 
it  ought  to  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Jfomcr  strongly  objected  to  the  bill, 
as  completely  and  fundamentally  altering 
the  whole  law  of  settlements;  Occupation  or 
payment  of  rent  was  not  required ;  it  was 
enough  that  the  pauper  had  a  mere  title 
'  to  possession.  He  objected  to  the  bill,  not 
merely  becaus^  it  would  introduce  new 
litigation  and  expence,  but  as  condemning 
as  vagrants  and  criminals,  persons  who 


misht  be  legally  entitled  to  a  settlement, 
and  placing  theth  in  a  situation  in  which 
they  could  have  no  redress. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  considered  the  bill  highly 
objectionable,  as  increasing  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  settlements,  which  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  opinioti  of  Judge  Black- 
stone,  lord  Mdnsneld,  and  all  other  wise 
and  great  men  who  had  written  on  the 
subject,  should  be  made  as  easy  as  possible. 
It  was  the  interest  of  every,  parish  to  re- 
lieve itself  of  a  small  burthen,  and  put  a 
large  one  upon  another ;  for,  when  a  man 
with  his  family  was  removed  from  one 
parish  to  another,  it  was  not  a  ihere  tem- 
porary burthen,  but  ultimately  a  continual 
burthen  upon  such  parish.  ,The  most  be- 
neficial effects,  in  his  opinion,  would  arise 
by  facilitating  the  power  of  acquiring  a 
settlement ;  and  he  thbught,  were  a  six 
months  residence  to  entitle  a  pauper  to  a 
setUement,  it  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  effects,  not  only  in  lessening 
the  poors'  rates,  but  relieving  the  subject 
from  the  greatest  oppression.  As  to  re- 
moving Irish  and  Scotch  paupers,  in  most 
instances  it  would  be  sending  them  to  a 
place  where  they  were  altogether  strangers, 
atid  they  would  be  burthensome  paupers, 
when  they  otherwise  might  become  useful 
members  of  society. 

Mr.  Graiiam  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  was  happy  to  find  this 
measure  objected  to  as  it  was,  as  he  had 
troubled  the  house  on  a  former  occasion, 
and  never  heard  any  one  support  the  law 
of  settlement  as  it  at  present  existed.  He 
had  laboured  to  carry  into  eflect  some 
measures  of  the  kind,  and  th^  opinions  he 
had  heard  this  day  would  encourage  him 
to  further  exertions.  As  to  sending  Irish 
and  Scotch  paupers  to  their  parishes,  he 
thought  it  highly'  objectionable,  and  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  grievous  consequences :  in  Ireland, 
where  there  were  n6  poor  laws,  the  op- 
pression would  be  excessive. — ^After  a  few 
further  observations  by  general  Mathew, 
Mr.  Croker,  and  sir  R.  Peele,  colonel  Stan- 
ley declared,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the  bilL 
A  division  then  took  place,  when  there 
appeared  ;  For  the  second  reading  11; 
Against  it  114.  Majority  against  tKe 
bin  103. 

[East  India  Papers.]  The  East  India 
Papers  which  were  ordered  to  be  produced 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  hoped,  if  it  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  any  hon.  gent  to  hiove  thdl 
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thiey  should  be  printed,  that  he  would  gtve 
proper  notice  of  his  intention. 

Sir  J.  Anstruiher  stated,  that  the  papers 
moved  for  on  the  affairs  of  India  consisted 
of  no  less  than  5800  folio  pages,  and  that 
the  printing  of  them  would  cost  12,000/. 

Mr..  Barnes  said,  that  the  expence  of 
printing  papers  was  a  gi-owing  evil  which 
ought  to  be  corrected,  as  it  amounted  now 
to  no  less  a  sum  than  90,000/.  a  year.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  be  left  to  a  committee 
to  make  a  selection  of  such  as  it  might  be 
thought  expedient  to  print. 

Mr.  Whitbread  protested  against  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  members  of  the  house  of 
commons  should  be  debarred  from  infor- 
mation, because  this  could  not  be  com- 
municated without  incurring  a  certain  ex- 
pence.  Was  there  any  man,  for  instance, 
who  would  regret  the  expence  which  had 
been  incurred,  in  printing  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  transactions  in  the  Carnatic  ? 
He  admitted,  that  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  might  not  be  necessary  to  print  the  vo- 
luminous mass  of  papers  now  upon  the 
table ;  still,  however,  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  even  to  expend  10,000/.  in 
having  them  printed,  than  to  assent  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just 
sat  do\%T[i,  of  entrusting  a  special  committee 
with  the  power  of  selecting  such  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  print;  a  proceeding 
which  was  contrary  to  all  parliamentary 
usage,  and  from  which  very  bad  conse- 
quences might  result. — ^The  Papers  were 
then  t)rdered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[The  Wages  of  Journeymen  Cotton 
Weaveus.]  Mr.  Rose  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  limit  the  ex- 
cessive depression  of  the  Wages  of  per- 
sons employed  in  tlte  weaving  of  Cotton. 
He  was  induced  to  this  step,  not  from 
a  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  fixing  the 
minimum  of  wages,  but  in  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  a  numerous  and  respectable 
class  of  persons  who  were  now  suffering  pe- 
culiar hardships,  and  who  were  at  the  same 
time  supporting  them  with  a  patience  and 
resolution  which  did  them  credit.  The  mea- 
sure was  proposed  with  the  consent  of  the 
masters  as  well  as  of  the  journeymen,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  house  would  be  anx- 
ious to  grant  them  every  possible  relief. 

Mr.  Patteson  asked,  whether  it  was  meant 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  should  be 
general,  or  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
those  places  where  the  weavers  had  peti- 
tioned for  relief? 

Mr.  Rose  replied,  that  it  was  intended 
that  its  operation   should  be  limited  to 


those  places  from  whence  the  petitions  had 
been  received. 

.  Mr.  Davies  Giddy  declared  his  opinion 
that  the  bill  for  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  moved,  would,  if  carried  into  a  law, 
have  the  most  mischievous  tendency,  not 
only  to  the  Cotton  manuf^tcturers,  but  to  the 
persons  for  whose  relief  it  was  intended. 
Much  of  the  distress  that  was  at  present 
felt  by  the  Cotton  Weavers,  he  conceived 
to  arise,  not  from  the  wages  being  too  low, 
but  because  at  one  time  they  were  too 
high,  a  circumstance  which  induced  more 
people  to  adopt  this  trade  than  there  was 
a  demand  for,  or  than  it  could  support ; 
and  were  a  minimum  of  vvages  now  to  be 
fixed,  he  was  afraid  that  it  would  prove  an 
inducement  to  ignorant  persons  to  bring 
up  their  children  in  this  line,  and  still  fur- 
ther to  overstock  the  market.  He  should 
be  most  happy  could  any  other  mode  be 
devised  of  granting  relief  to  the  sufferers, 
but  the  one  now  proposed  he  considered 
so  objectionable,  that  even  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  business,  he  was  resolved  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  it. 

Mr.  Homer  agreed  with  almost  every 
thing  which  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
gent,  who  had  just  sat  down.  But,  how- 
ever strong  his  conviction  was  of  the  im- 
propriety of  the  principle  on  which  this 
measure  was  to  be  founded,  he  thought  the 
application  of  such  a  numerous  and  de- 
serving class  of  individuals  merited  every 
attention  ;  and  perhaps  in  discussing  the 
remedy  which  bad  been  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  one  less  objectionable 
might  be  discovered. 

Lord  Milton  joined  in  opposing  the  bill, 
which  had  a  direct  tendency  to  ruin  the 
manufactures,  and  to  increase  the  dis- 
tresses of  those  employed  in  them.  For 
these  distresses  he  felt  as  much  as  any 
man,  but  he  thought  the  house  ought  to 
be  extremely  cautious  in  raising  hopes 
which  must  infallibly  end  in  disappoint- 
ment. The  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
present  measure,  if  carried  into  effect, 
would  be,  that  the  manufacturer  would 
dischar^  a  number  of  his  workmen,  by 
which  they  would  be  reduced  to  complete 
misery. 

Sir  Robert  Peek  disapproved  highly  of 
the  principle  of  the  measure,  and  was 
anxious  to  make  it  known,  that  thi^  disap- 
probation was  founded  upon  a  true  regard 
to  the  interest  of  the  work-people  them- 
selves. The  great  cause  of  the  distress  at 
present  felt,  was  not  the  oppression  of  tho^ 
masters,  but  the  shutting  up  of  the  foreign 
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.markets,  and  the  fact  was,  that  masters 
were  now  sufiering  from  this  cause  still 
more  than  the  men.  As  to  what  the  hon. 
gent,  had  said  respecting  this  application 
/  being  countenanced   by  the  masters,  he 

was  sure,  if  this  was  the  case  at  all,  it  was 
only  in  a  yery  limited  degree,  and  that  if 
the  present  measure  was  persevered  in, 
they  would  soon  have  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers at  the  bar  craving  the  protection 
of  the  house.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
they  would  not  permit  the  bill  to  be 
brought  in  from  any  sentiments  of  false 
compassion  towards  the  men,  for  the  in* 
evitable  result  would  be,  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  those  whom  they  wished  to  relieve, 
would  be  discharged  by  their  masters  and 
thrown  upon  the  parishes. 

Mr.  Thompson  said,  that  before  fixing 
the  minimum  of  wages,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  movQd  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  ought  to  equalize  the  abilities  of  the 
workmen. 

Mr.  Rose  explained,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  have  fixed  the  minimum  of 
wages  not.  for  the  time  but  the  quantity  of 
work  done.  He  repeate4^  that  he  had 
■  been  induced  to  propose  the  measure,  not 
from  a  conviction  of  its  propriety,  but  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes,  of  the  cotton 
,  weavers,  backed  with  the  consent  of  their 
employers. 

Mr.  Tiemey  declared,  that  he  should  be 
as  happy  as  any  man,  if  some  relief  could 
be  granted  in  a  proper  way  to  the  persons 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  but 
he  never  could  accede  to  a  measure  which 
went  to  fix  the  minimum  of  wages. 

The  Chancellor  af  tfte  Exchequer  entirely 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  the 
house  should  manifest  a  disposition^  which 
he  was  sure  was  universally  felt,  to  accede, 
as  far  as  a  sense  of  duty  would  permit 
them,  to  the  wishes  of  that  numerous  and 
respectable  class  of  individuals  whom  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  anxious  to  relieve. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  present  measure 
would  be  productive  of  advantage.  The 
principle  of  the  bill>  which  went  to  fix  the 
^inimum  of.  wages,  carried  into  operation, 
could  do  no  good,  and  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  It  would  not  have  the  effect 
of  at  all  increasing  the  quantity  of  work, 
.  and  it  would  diminish  the  number  of  per- 
sons* employed  in  it,  because  only  the  best 
workmen  would  be,  retained.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  \yas  better 
that  the  cotton  weavers  should  be  disap- 
pointed after  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
their  application  in  the  house  of  commons, 


than  by  a  refusal  of  his  right  bon.  firiend  to 
submit  it  for  consideration.  This  discussion 
the  application  had  now  undergone,'  and 
he  hoped  that  those  who  made  it  would 
be  convinced,  that  it  failed  not  from  any 
indifference  to  their  sufferings,  or  'any  in- 
disposition to  relieve  them;  but  from  a 
persuasion  that,  by  granting  the  object 
which  they  sought  to  obtain,  they  could 
do  no  good,  and  might  do  much  harm. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  proposition  had  been  received, 
.  he  should  not  press  it  upon  the  house. 
,  Mr.  A,  Baring  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  motion  was  withdrawn  ;  but  he 
could  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  stating 
his  opinion,  that  the  (jli'^tress  complained 
of  arose  from  the  suspension  of  foreign 
trade,  which  had  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Lascelles  observed,  that  had  the 
right  hon.  gent,  persisted  in  his  measure 
for  fixing  the  minimum  of  wages,  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  maximum  also 
should  not  have  been  fixed.  He  reminded 
thQ  right  hon.  gent,  of  the  observation  of 
a  celebrated  writer  on  political  economy, 
'  that  commerce  in  this  country  had  con- 
tinued to  prosper,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Board  of  Trade,'  and  recom- 
mended it  to  him  to  allow  it  to  take  its  own 
course. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Lord  Bitming 
rose,  pursuant  to  the  .notice  he  had  given 
some  time  ago,  to  make  a  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Distilleries.  Previous  to  moving 
that  the  house  should  go  into  a  committee, 
he  would  explain  the  ndture  of  the  Resolu- 
tions he  meant  to  offer  in  that  committee, 
and  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  changes 
made  in  those  resolutions  since  he  had  first 
announced  them.  The  topics  involved  in 
the  Report  were  important  and  momentous, 
and  the  highest  authorities  differed  among 
themselves  upon  the  principal  points.  The 
committee  was  appointed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  consider  of  the  means  of  afibrding 
relief  to  the  West  India  proprietors  and 
merchants,  and  the  order  under  which  the 
committee  assembled,  directed  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  the  most  imme- 
diate and  effectual  means  of  relief  would 
not  be,  to  confine  the  Distilleries  to  the  use 
of  Sugar  and  Molasses  alone.  In  the  course 
of  this  inquiry,  it  became  necessary  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  would  be  affected  by  such  a  re- 
striction, and  this  investigation  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  facts,  which  established 
the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  the  i*estric« 
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t ion,  exclusive  of  all  consideration  whatso- 
ever of  the  interests  of  the  West  India 
islands.  It  was  impossible  to  separate  the 
two  questions  ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that 
neither  he  nor  the  committee  c6uld  have 
recommended  the  Resolutions  they  had 
done,  if  the  interests  of  the  country,  dis- 
tinct from  those  of  the  West  India  proprie- 
tors, had  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, rendered  such  measures  necessary. 
The  committee,  finding  that  this  country 
'was  generally  dependent  for  a  sufficient 
supply  of  corn  and  flour  upon  foreign 
<:ountries,  and  that  this  supply  was  cut  off 
in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  without  any 
prospect  of*  a  sufficient  resource  in  the 
last  year's  crop  of  this  country,  thought 
it  right,  as  a  precaution  against  famine,  to 
stop  the  distillation  from  corn,  with  a  view 
to  a  more  ample  and  satisfactory  supply  of 
sustenance  for  the  people.  Here  the  noble 
lord  went  into  a  statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of  corn  imported  into  G.  Britain  an- 
nually, and  contended,  that  the  saving  by 
the  prohibition  of  the  distilleries,  would 
be  470,000  quarters,  which  would  cover 
more  than  half  the  deficiency  created  by 
the  stoppage  of  importation,  and  more  than 
the  whole  importation  of  oats.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  seemed  right  to  sus- 
pend the  distillation  from  corn,  with  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  the  privy  council,  to 
extend  or  to  put  an  end  to  the  restriction 
as  circumstances  might  require.  This  was 
the  substance  of  the  Resolutions "  of  the 
committee,  resolutions  which  they  never 
would  have  come  to,  on  account  of  the  West 
India  merchants,  if  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  had  not  rendered  them  neces- 
sary with  a  view  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  country.  He  argued  on  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  distress  of  one  class  ot  the 
community  ought  not  to  he  i*emedied  by 
burthening  another  class.  But  he  denied 
the  application  of  the  principle  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  The  sufferings  of  the  West 
India  merchants  were  great ;  but  the  re- 
lief here  proposed  went  directly  to  reme- 
dy the  distress  present  or  eventual  of  the 
country,  and  relieved  the  distress  of  the 
West  India  proprietors  only  collaterally. 
G.  Britain  imported  annually  on  an  aver- 
age 770,000  quarters  of  grain  from  foreign 
countries.  From  some  of  these  countries 
importation  was  now  impossible.  From 
America,  in  consequence  of  the  embargo, 
com  could  not  now  be  received,  and  there 
was  no  prospect  of  the  impediment  being 
speedily  removed.  The  supply  of  last 
harvest  was  not  sufficiently  abundant  to 


have  a  surplus  fund  that  might  be  relied 
on.  The  stock  on  hand  vvas  far  short  of 
the  probable  demand.  In  the  south  of 
England  the  crop  was  abundant,  in  other 
parts  it  was  not.  The  crop  of  wheat  was 
in  general  good,  the  crop  of  barley  was 
short,  and  that  of  pulse  good  for  nothing. 
Here  the  noble  lorid  tjited  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  before  the  committee,  begin- 
ning  with  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  in  order  to 
establish,  that  the  general  crop  of  the  last 
year  was  short,  and  the  supply  in  the 
country  insufficient.  The  stoppage  of  dis- 
tillation from  grain  would  be  adequate  to 
the  importation  of  470,000  quarters.  In 
the  present  circumstances  it  seemed  essen- 
tial to  divert  so  large  a  supply  from  luxury 
to  necessity.  It  was  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, that  it  laid  down  a  bad  precedent, 
tending  to  encoifrage  the  perpetual  inter- 
ference of  parliament  in  such  cases.  But, 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  case  were 
peculiar,  and  unless  the  same  identical 
circumstances  existed,  the  precedent  could 
not  apply.  It  was  said  the  quantity  of 
grain  sown  next  year  would  be  diminished 
by  the  stoppage.  But  the  quantity  to  be 
sown  depended  on  the  prices,  and  the  pre- 
sent prices  were  far  from  being  low.  In- 
stead of  falling,  they  had  risen  since  the 
present  measure  was  announced.  Here 
the  noble  lord  cited  accounts  of  prices 
sent  to  him,  which  shewed  a  continued 
rise  in  the  prices  of  corn  in  the  last  two 
weeks.  In  Scotland,  in  particular,  the  ac- 
count stated  that  the  distillers  had  deter- 
mined to  stop  whether  there  was  a  provi- 
sfon  to  that  effect  or  not.  If  the  business 
could  have  been  conveniently  gone  into  last 
night,  he  was  prepared  to  offer  a  Resolu- 
tion for  restricting  distillation  from  corn 
for  12  months,  from  July  1,  1808;  with 
permission  to  the  king  in  council  to  do  away 
that  restriction  whenever  an  abundant  crop 
should  render  it  adviseable  or  safe  to 
do  so.  Understanding,  however,  that  a 
numbei*  of  the  most  formidable  opponents 
of  the  measure  might  be  conciliated  by 
delay  and  representation,  and  that  substan- 
tial good  might  be  done  with  less  diffi- 
culty by  affording  the  means  of  private 
arrangement,  he  had  put  off  his  motion  till 
this  day.  This  was  the  sol^  cause  of  the 
delay,  which  was  entirely  distinct  from 
ministerial  motives.  The  object  of  attain- 
ing the  same  good  with  unanimity,  was 
with  him  most  important.  He  had,  there- 
fore, made  the  adjournment  from  yester- 
day, and  he  had  also  made  some  change 
in  the  Resolutions  he  intended  to  propose. 
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i^bich'be  had  feason  to  tbiok  would  render 
them  more  generally  acceptable.  It  had 
been  objected  by  the  Irish  gentlemen^ 
thai  the  Report  of  the  committee^  by  pro- 
posmg  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Irish 
spirits  into  England^  want  to  a  violation  of 
the  Articles  of  the  Union.  As  nothing 
could  be  further  fr«m  his  wish  and  the 
wish  of  every  gentleman  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  house,  than  to  interfere  with 
this  compact  in  the  slightest  degree,  this 
prohibition  was  to  be  now  omitted.  The 
first  Resolution  he  meant  now  to  propose, 
was.  That  after  the  istof  July,  and  thence 
to  the  1st  of  Oct.  next,  all  distillation  from 
coniA  grain,  flour,  meal,  &c.  should  cease 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
secondly,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  his 
.majesty  in  council,  after  Sept.  1st,  to  con- 
tinue tne  restriction  till  forty  days  after 
the  commencemeiiit  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament.  Thus,  if  the  ensuing  harvest 
should  be  a  good  one,  the  restriction  might 
expire  at  once  ; .  if  it  should  not  be  so,  bis 
majesty  might  continue  the  restraint  till 
parliament  -shotuld  provide  such  remedy  as 
its  wisdom  might  think  fit.  It  was  intended, 
also,  to  redvkce  the  duty  on  wash  made 
from  sugar.  These  provisions  it  was  pro- 
posed should  be  extended  to  Ireland.  But 
as  his  information  on  the  state  of  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  was  not  so  complete, 
he  would  leave  the  details  of  the  arrange- 
ment, so  far  as  Ireland  was  concerned,  to 
be  afterwards  settled  and  explained.  He 
understood,  however,  that  government  had 
received  information  from  Ireland,  stating 
it  to  be  adviseable  to  stop  the  distilleries 
at  present.  If  after  the  ensuing  harvest 
Ireland  had  a  superabundance,  this  country 
or  Scotland  could  not  fail  to  aftbrd  a  vent 
for  that  surplus.  With  respect  to  the 
West  India  part  of  the  measure,  he  did  not 
think  it  right  now  to  enter  into  details. 
The  committee  continued  to  employ  itself 
^sedulously  ondevising  the  means  of  reme- 
dying the  distresses  under  which  the  West 
Jndia  interest  unhappily  laboured.  The 
distress  of  the  West  India  interest  was 
urgent,  undeniable,  and  severe.  Many 
who  had  been  till  lately  opulent,  were 
how  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  distress,  and 
the  most  wealthy  were  in  curtailed  cir- 
oumstaiices.  The  supplies  sent  out  to  work 
the  estates  were  still  as  expensive  as  ever. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  argue  on 
the  importance  .of  the  West  India  Islands 
to  this  country.  The  present  distress  of 
4he  West  India  interest  arose  not  from  wild 
/«p«cnlaticns^  but  £rom  the  shutting  of  the 


continental  market,  a  mischief  which  Eng- 
land had  brought  on  the  colonies,  and  was 
therefore  in  a  particular  degree  called 
upon  to  relieve  and  remedy*  The  ques- 
tion now  before  the  house  was,  however, 
purely  a  British  question.  The  relief  to 
the  West  India  interest  was  merely  inci- 
dental to  the  primary  object  of  providing 
a  security  against  .the  apprehension  pf 
scarcity  in  G.  Britain.  That  this  relief  to 
the  West  India  interest  could  be  incident- 
ally introduced,  was  a  great  additional  re- 
commendation of  the  measure  he  intended 
to  propose.  He  was  glad  that  the  mea- 
sure was  at  length  submitted  to  the  sense 
of  the  house.  If  the  restriction  was  neces- 
sary as  a  measure  of  precaution,  it  could 
jyot  too  soon  be  carried  into  effecU  1[  it 
was  not,  the  dispute  could  not  be  too 
soon  put  to  rest.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded with  moving.  That  the  Report  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house ; 
and  anticipated  from  the  moderation-  and 
the  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  present, 
that  the  wishes  of  the  committee  would 
be  carried  into  eftect. 

Mr.  Coke  (of  Norfolk)  agreed  that  this 
question  ought  to  be  set  at  rest.  He  was 
sorry  to  observe  a  practice  of  suspending 
the  statute  of  Wm.  and  Mary,  which  was 
the  best  security  of  the  agriculture  of  this 
country,  by  affording  tlie  means  of  dis- 
posing of  the  surplus  produce.  The  brew- 
eries and  distilleries  took  off  this  surplus. 
If  their  use  of  corn  was  stopped,  the  de- 
mand must  be  lessened,  the  priqe  must 
fall,  and  the  growth  and  supply  must  of 
course  be  diminished.  The  landed  gen- 
tlemen did  not  seek  to  maintain  com  at 
the  highest  possible  price.  All  they 
sought  was  a  sure  sale  and  a  saving  price, 
without  which  the  land  would  nol  be  culti- 
vated. The  price  this  year  was  low  till 
this  committee  had  commenced  its  inqui- 
ries. It  had  recently  risen  in  consequence 
of  the  agitation  produced  by  the  investi- 
gation of  the  committee.  The  Report 
itself  allowed,  that  every  permanent  inter- 
ference with  the  present  established  sys- 
tem of  agriculture  was  ii\jurious  ;  and  it 
expressed  great  reluctance  at  adopting 
even  a  temporary  restraint.  Here  the  hon. 
gent,  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment of  barley  fanns.  In  this  species  of 
culture,  and  that  of  wheat,  an  increase  of 
one  fourth  had  taken  place  within  15  years. 
The  importation  had  proportionably  dimi- 
nished, and  the  fluctuation  of  the  price  of 
corn  had  materially  lessened.  The  mea- 
jBure  went  to  check  the  established  system 
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and  da  away  the  progressive  improvement. 
With  respect  to  the  West  India  planters, 
he  doabted  whether  they  stood  in  need  of 
relief.  The  demand  for  sugars  had  lately 
increased  so  much,  as  to  create  an  advance 
of  6s.  percwt.onthe  article.  This  demand 
had  arisen  from  exportation.  The  distress 
of  the  West  India  planters  had  no  claim 
upon  parliamenf  any  more  than  that  of  any 
other  class  of  men, — the  Stafibrdshire 
potters  for  instance.  A  proposition  of  the 
same  nature  as  the  present  had  been 
brought  forward  in  Mr.  Pitt's  time.  But 
it  was  found  the  revenue  would  sufier  ma- 
terially from  it>  and  it  was  given  up.  Was 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  prepared 
^o  say  this  measure  would  not  hurt  the 
revenue,  or  was  he  prepared  with  a  remedy 
for  the  defalcation  ?  The  land  was  already 
sufficiently  burthened  with  land-tax,  pro- 
perty-tax, and  tythe8>  and  it  might  be  ex- 
pected that  gentlemen  would  not  go  out  of 
their  way  to  burthen  it,  for  the  West  India 
planters.  He  was  sure  the  West  India 
interest  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  measure ; 
for  till  their  distress  was  represented  as  so 
severe,  this  measure  was  never  thought  of. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries,  if  it  should 
be  necessary.  The  government  ought  to 
have  the  discretion  to  impose  or  to  remove 
this  restriction  when  corn  should  come  to 
^  certain  price  indicative  of  scarcity  or  of 
abundance. 

Sir  W.  Curtis  highly  approved  of  the 
fair,  candid,  and  manly  part  the  noble 
lord  had  acted  in  this  business,  as  well  as 
the  ability  he  had  displayed  in  the  con- 
duct of  it.  It  was  known  to  all  the  world, 
that  we  could  not  live  without  importing 
corn,  and  in  case  of  a  failure  of  importa- 
tion, which  happened  now,  or  of  a  scarcity, 
which  might  very  soon  happen,  it  must  be 
the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  seek  for  the 
best  8uh:>titutes  they  could  procure.  Here, 
then,  it  was  proposed  to  make  sugar  a  sub- 
stitute for  corn,  which  was  likiely  to  be 
scarce.  He  hoped  the  landed  interest 
yvould  not  oppose  so  useful  a  plan. 

Sir  John  Sincluir  said,  that  he  might 
have  less  objections  than  he  had  to  the 
present  measure,  if  he  could  be  assured 
,  that  it  was  founded  upon  a  system  of  ge- 
neral policy,  and  not  local  interest ;  for 
he  was  there,  not  as  a  man  locally  interest- 
ed by  the  views  of  any  particular  place, 
or  any  one  set  of  men,  but  as  one  of  the 
members  of  parliament  for  the  united 
kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  as 
^uch  be  coij^ld  aot  see  any  advantage  to 
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be  derived  from  the  substitution  proposed, 
but  did  apprehend  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief. The  hon.  baronet  then  adverted  to 
the  great  advantage  that  resulted  to  the 
revenue  from  the  grain  distillery,  and  ask* 
cd.  Whether  with  all  this  profit  from  the 
landholders,  besides  the  property  tax  and 
others,  it  was. a  wise  or  a  just  measure  to 
throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  land,  and  to  diminish  its  pro- 
duce ?  With  respect  to  the  sugar  distillery, 
great  as  the  injury  would  be  to  the  landed 
interest,  this  boon  would  be  productive  of 
very  little  advantage  to  the  growers  of  su- 
gar. The  high  price  of  barley  and^  other 
grain  in  Scotland,  was  partly  owing  to  the 
^reaj:  quantities  that  had  been  bought  and 
distilled  there,  from  an  apprehension  of 
this  prohibition  of  distillation  from  grain. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  advan- 
tage which  this  prohibition  would  prove 
to  the  people,  he  observed,  that  he  was  of 
a  totally  different  opinion,  and  »in  this  he 
was  supported  by  very  high  authority  on 
the  subject.  As  to  the  stoppage  of  foreign 
importation,  he  hoped  that  we  might  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  importing  from 
America,  as  we  already  might  from  our 
own  colonies  in  the  north  of  that  continent. 
Bur,  besides  this,  the  measure  might  be 
made  use  of  as  a  precedent  for  interference 
with  the  production  of  corny  a  thing  wJiich 
it  was  most  important  to  guard  against. 
If  any  rational  planof  relief  could  be  pro- 
posed for  the  West  Indian  interests,  he 
would  gladly  concur  in  it.  But  he  could 
npt  consei^t  that  they  should  thus  be  re- 
lieved at  the  expence  of  a  particular  class 
of  the  community.  The  apprehension  of 
such  a  measure  as  this,  had  excited  the 
greatest  alarm  throughout  the  country  ; 
and  it  was  important  in  every  point  of 
view  that  it  should  not  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  legislature.  He  should  therefore 
think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Curwm,  considering  the  gi*eat  im- 
portance of  this  proposition,  thought  that 
it  ought  at  least  to  have  come  from  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  crown,  who  must  bo 
in  a  peculiar  manner  responsible  for  the 
effects  of  it.  Ke,  notwithstanding,  gave 
credit  to  the  noble  lord,  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  brought  it  forvvard;  but 
asked,  how  he.  had  come  to  change  his 
opinion,  and  sjwerve  fr^  the  Report  in 
one  day  ?  However,  he  would  not  argue 
from  the  Report,  but  take  the  proposition 
as  it  now  stood.  With  respect  to  the  lodg- 
ing   these   discretionary  powers  in  thtt 
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crown,  he  thought  that  this  system  was  at- 
tended with  very  bad  effects^  and  he  was 
by  no  means  fond  of  the  idea  of  encourag- 
ing the  practice.  In  order  to  shew  that 
the  country  might  he  sufficiently  supplied 
with  grain,  he  adverted  to  the  excellent 
eiiects  that  had  resulted  from  .Mr.  Wes- 
tern's act  by  the  increase  of  agriculture. 
He  Was  a  wise  minister  that  assented  to 
that  act,  and  resisted  the  clamour  raised 
against  it  at  the  time.  Though  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  that  act  might  have  been 
to  raise  the  price  of  corn,  yet  the  ultimate 
etkct  was  to  render  it  cheaper,  as  it  en- 
abled the  landholder  to  raise  corn  upon 
those  acres  on  which  none  could  other- 
wise have  been  produced.  He  mentioned, 
as  another  reason^  the  improvement  in  the 
breed  of  cattle,  by  which,  in  Scotland  and 
other  places,  double  the  quantity  of  meat 
was  produced  with  the  same  quantity  of 
animal  provisions,  so  that  much  less  land 
was  necessary  for  pasture,  and  more  was 
left  for  the  production  of  grain,  of  which 
the  prices  had  never  before  been  so  regu- 
lar, in  Devizes,  and  other  places  in  that 
neighbourhood,  more  grain  had  been 
stored  up  than  ever  had  been  known  at 
any  former  period  ;  and  the  present  rise 
In  the  price  of  grain  was  owing  to  •  the 
alarm  of  the  distillers,  who  had  been  buy- 
ing up  and  distilling  as  much  of  it  as  pos- 
sible, from  an  apprehension  of  this  mea- 
sure. Slill  however,  if  the  proposition 
had  come  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, or  any  responsible  minister  of 
the  crown,  he  should  not  have  been  so 
much  inclined  to  persist* in  objecting  to  a 
discretionary  power  of  stopping  the  distil- 
lation from  grain,  if  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  should  require  it,  without  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  the  West  Indian 
pla'nters.  But,  as  the  proposition  came 
from  the  noble  lord,  it  must  be  considered 
as  founded  on  the  Report  of  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  examining  what  method  of  re- 
lief could  be  adopted  for  the  planters.  If 
this  discretionary  power  was  required  with 
the  view  of  affording  such  relief/ and  not 
Solely  to  be  directed  bjj  the  circumstances 
of  tne  country  abstracted  from  this  consi- 
deration, the  interests  of  agriculture  must 
be  shaken  to  the  centre,  without  much 
benefit  to  the  colonies.  If,  by  the. contest 
in  which  we  wer%  engaged,  many  should 
be  turned  from  commercial  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  it  would  be  sUch  a  source  of 
strength  to  the'  country,  that  so  far  from 
its  proving  fatal  to  us,  we  might  eome  out 


of  iC  in  a  better  condition  than  before. 
He  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  this  the  great 
improvement  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
agricultural  system  of  Norfolk,  by  which 
every  seventh  acre  was  employed  in  rais- 
ing winter  food  for  cattle,  though  in  other 
places  not  more  than  one  hundredth.  If 
the  same  laudable  plan  should  be  adopted 
in  other  places,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
meat  would  be  produced  to  aftbrd  half 
a  pound  of  meat  a  day  t6  ten  million  of 
people. 

Mr.  Manyatt  could  not  agree  with  those 
who  thought  that  the  interests  of  the  West 
Indian  planters  were  to  be  thrown  etitirely 
out  of  consideration,  and  maintained  that 
a  case  of  the  utmost  distress  had  been 
made  out  by  them.  When  the  account  of 
the  American  embargo  arrived,  he,  along 
with  others,  as  a  dfeputatioh  firom  the  West 
Indian  committee,  Waited  on  the  chanc^lor 
of  the  exchequer  t6  ask.  Whether  govern- 
ment would  consent  that  the  restriction^ 
on  the  exportation  of'  corn  to  the  colonies 
should  be  taken  off?  ^nd  upon  this  b^ing 
refiised,  it  was  suggested  that  sugar  might 
be  substituted  for  grain  in  the  distilleries, 
as  this  would  be  only  relieving  them  with 
the  money  that  was  sent  to  be  paid  to 
foreigners  for  corn.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  former  committees  on  this 
subject,  the  plan  went  to  the  breweries, 
and  to  the  distillation  of  molasses ;  at  pre- 
sent it  went  no  further  than  the  distilleries, 
and  distillation  from  sugar,  so  that  the 
measure  was  much  simplified,  and  the. 
financial  difficulties  in  a  great  measure  got 
rid  of.  It  ought  also  to  be  kept  in  view, 
iiiat  the  committee  still  continued  its 
labours,  and  had  a  Re()ort  in  forwardness 
pointing  out  a  permanent  plan  of  relief, 
by  which  any  recourse  to  this  measure  in 
future  would  be  rendered  unnecessary. 
He  denied  that  the  system  of  agriculture 
would  be  deranged,  for  the  crop  of  this 
year  was  in  the  ground,  and  before  thd 
next  y (Bar's  crop  could  come  in,  the  mea- 
sure would  have  answered  its  pilrpos^,  and 
of  course  cease.  He  also  denied  that  th6 
general  interests  of  the  country  wouM  be 
at  all  injured,  since  the  quantity  of  com 
thrown  into  the  market  would  be  so  much 
less  tha^n  what  had  been  commonly  im- 
ported. The  hon.  baronet  opposite  had 
not  sufficiently  distinguished  between  th6 
eiiects  of  a  temporary  and  a  permanent 
measure.  He  allowed  that  if  the  plan  was 
to  be  piermanent,  it  would  be  Injurioiis, 
but  no  such  thing  was  in  contemplation. 
If  agriculture  had  increased,  the  t>optUatioa 
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jnust  have  k^p|  pace  with  i(,  f!6r  th|(  ini- 
|K>rtations  had  pot  been  at  all  diminished; 
and  in  the  present  circumstances  of  th^ 
country « we  o\^gfit  not  to  trusi;  entirely  to  a 
future  harvest,  for  making  up  the  supply 
before   derived    from  foreign    countries. 
While  the  colonies  took  goods  from  the 
mother  coivitry  to  the  value  of  six  mijliops^ 
while  they  paid  naqe  millions  to  the  reve- 
nue, and  while  the  trade  employed  20,000 
seamen,  sugar  had  for  the  last  3  ye^rs  been 
selling  at  a  price  insufficient  to  support  the 
expence  of  cultivation.     He  referred  to  the 
pfficial  papers  in  the  Heporti  in  order  to 
sliew  th^  mistake  of  those  who  imaginied 
that  tpo  much  sugar  was  raised.      The 
glut  had  been  occasioned  by  the  stoppage 
ipf  the  foreign  market,  ai>d  the  admission 
t>f  the  siiga^r  of  the  captured  coloqies  into 
lihe  home  market,  contrary  to  the  ,  good 
faith  on    which    our  own  colonists  had 
rented.     He  further  contended,  that  there 
was  no  ii^tentiQti  here  to  relieve  one  (;)ass 
t^t  the  e^ipenc^  of  another.    Tbe  lancl- 
holders  were  in  possession  of  an  advan- 
tage which  the  fortune  of  war  h^d  given 
them,  and  they  ought,  out  of  that  advan- 
tage, tp  allow  spmething  to.  other  subjects 
of  the  empire,  on  vfbose  interests  the.  war 
had  produced  an  effect  so  injurious. 

Generic)   Gascoym  had  understood  that 
the  que^ticm  had  been  postponed  yesterday, 
with  a  vieyy  ^o  some  compromise,  but  what 
that  lya^  he  was  yet  to  learn,  for  he  saw 
from  the  agricultural   gentlemen  nothing 
|b]at  the  most  ppintesd  opposition.     But  he 
should  like  tp  know  hy  VKhoi^  that  cpmpro- 
IPise  was  m^c)e„  or  who  authori;$ed  it  ? 
The  committee  was  no  party  to  such  a 
compromise,  and  the  hon.  member   for 
J^orfolk  had  shewn  no  inclination  to  com^ 
into  the   noble  lord's  p^fopositiop.     But, 
after  all  the  delusion  and  all  jbhe  clamour 
that  had  been  excited  on  thi/s  i^ubject,  it 
appeared,  from  what  the  noble  lord  said> 
that  the  question  was  to  be  discussed  with- 
pttt  reference  to  the  relief  of  the  sugar ; 
planters  !  What  had  the  committee  been 
appointed  for,  hut  to  consider  of  a  mode  of 
f^ocdins  them  relief  ?  And  was  he  now  to 
^tain  frnm  stating  their  distresses  ?  The 
^voca^es  of  the  "high  price  of  provisions 
refused  ai^y  relief  to  the  planters  till  a 
scarcity  should  take  place,  when  thiey 
would  hunijatnely  permit  them  to  ^hare  the 
promts  they  derived  from  the  distr^s^  of  the 
country.    If  the  planters  were  to  be  re- 
lieved only  by  the  calamity  of  the  country, 
he  lyisbed  they  might  be  long  without 
relief,    l\  l^d  b^exi  s%idi  that  U^  colp^es 


were  well  represented  in  parliament.  How 
did  that  appear  ?  There  never  was  any 
objection  to  profit  by  the  high  duties  im- 
posed on  their  produce.    They. were  valu- 
able as  a  subject  of  taxation ;  but  when 
they  becan^e  a  subject  of  legislation,  then 
thev  were  degraded  as  well  as  injured  ;  as 
in  tlie  instance  of  the  bill  that  passed  two 
years  ago.    Afler  stating  the  impossibility 
that  the  colonies  could  keep  up  the  comr 
petition  in  the: foreign  market  vvith  the 
Americans,  who  supplied  the  enemy  with 
the  sugar  of  their  own.  colonies^  the  honv 
general  advertied  to  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
presentative   of   the  county  of  Norfolk, 
that  the   sitting   of. the   committee   had 
raised  the  price  of  grai^n.     H^  affirmed, 
on  the  contrai'y,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  sitting  of  the  committee,  the  rise  would 
have   been  double.     The  distress  of  the 
colonies  was  not  only  severe,  but  urgent, 
and  the  admission  of  grain  into  the  distil- 
leries was  the  only  mode  of  early  relief^ 
and  if  this  was  deified  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  all  the  previous  proceedings  coi;14 
only  be  considered  as  a  tub  thrown  out  to 
amuse  the   planters.     The  general  argu- 
ment of  the  landholders  wasj  that  they  did 
not  wish  for  importation  :  that  might  b^ 
to  their  advantage  ;  but  wh^^n  the  laJ[>ourer 
was  in  many  places  in  such  distress  for 
bread,  he  should  suppose  that  humanity 
alope  might  induce  them  to  allow  the  defi- 
ciency of  importation  to  be  thus  far  sup- 
plied.   Their  motives,  however,  might  be 
pure,  while  a  regeild  tp  their  interest  pre- 
vented th^jr  being  sensible   of  the  real 
n^erits  of  the  question.     But^  t'he  planters 
were  told  to  look  forward  to  a  stoppage  oi 
the  distilleries  from  the   1st  of  July  to  the 
1st   of   October*    Why,    the  clistillerie^ 
never  worked  at  (hat  time.     The  hon.  re- 
presentative for  j^orfplk  had  dwelt  upoi^ 
the    gteat    improvement    of  agriculture^ 
which  had  dpub}ed  vvithin  a  certain  time, 
yet  writers  (Mr.  Ypu/;ig,  Mr.  Wakefield, 
and  others)  had  spread  an  alarm  of  scarcity, 
and  recommended  ihclosures.     But  inclo* 
sures  wpuld  not  remedy  an  in^mediate 
scarcity :    this  could  only   be  done   h  j 
employing  a  fubstitnte  for  grain.    Som^ 
of  the  advocatei^  of  the  high  price,  of  pro- 
visions contended,  thajt  a  scarce  year  was 
sometimes  ^  great  good,  as  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  permanent  bene^jt  [cough- 
ing].   Coughing  should  not  prevent  \x\%^ 
going  on.    He  contended,  that  the  relief 
of  the  colonies,  instead  of  being  left  out  of 
the  question,  ought  to  be  the  most  promi«- 
neni  ohject#  m^  this  w^  th&  le^t  objec* 
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tionable  mode  in  which  the  relief  could  be 
afibrded.  If  they  asked  for  a  loan  of  five 
luillions  it  would  be  refused  them  ;  but 
they  did  not  ask  this  ;  they  only  requested 
relief  in  the  most  moderate  way.  While 
Buonaparte  was  anxiously  looking  for 
colonies  and  commerce,  and  supplying 
the  merchants  of  Bourdeaux  with  money, 
among  us,  whose  strength  and  resources 
depended  so  much  on  commerce,  books 
.were  published  to  prove  that  commerce 
was  of  no  benefit.  He  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  West  India  planters,  con- 
sidering their  situation,  had  been  remark- 
ably moderate  in  their  claims  for  relief,  • 
and  immediate  relief  ought  at  length  to  be 
given. 

Mr.   Gooch  did  not  intend,   when  he 
came  into  the   house,  to  have  said  any 
thing,  but  had  resolved  to  leave  the  discus- 
sion to  those  who  could   do  the  subject  so . 
.much  more  justice.      But  he  could  not 
•  avoid  taking  notice  of  the  aspersions  which 
had  been  cast  on  the  country  gentlemen 
by  the  hon.  general  under  the  gallery — a 
thing  the  less  to  be  surprised  at  as  coming 
from   an    avowed  advocate   of  the  Slave 
trade.     The   opposition  to  this  measure, 
he  observed,  was  founded  on  the  clearest 
and  most  solid   principled,   and  he  m,ost 
conscientiously  joined  in  it.     Trade  might 
suffer  for  a  time,  without  any  great  loss  to 
the  community,  or  without  affecting  in  a 
material  degree  the  general  interests.    But 
it   was  far   otherwise  with    agriculture ; 
"when  that  was  injured  the  whole  cotmtry 
mu-^t  be  injured  with  it.     Nothing,  there- 
fore. Ought  to  come  into  competition  with 
this  grand  national  object.    This  measure, 
if  passed,  would  derange  the  agricultural 
system,  and  change  the  whole  method  of 
cropping.  The  agricultural  interests  ought 
not,  surely,  to  pay  for  the  speculations  of 
the  colonists.    On  these  grounds,  he  would 
oppose  the  measure.    With  respect  to  the 
imputations  of  the  hon.  general,  he  would 
leave  it  to  others  to  give  him  a  detailed 
answer. 

Mr.  W.  Fitzgerald  commented  upon  the 
contrast  so  glaringly  manifested  between 
the  Report  of  the  committee,  and  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord  who  was  its  chair- 
man. The  Report  recommending,  the 
measure  for  Great  Britain,  at  the  same 
time  stated  reasons  conclusive  on  the  impo- 
licy of  extending  it  to  Ireland.  On  that 
part  of  the  Report  he  certainly  had  not  a 
different  opinion  ;  but  it  was  with  feelings 
of  surprise  he  read  a  following  recommen- 
dation to  that  house  to  res^ict  the  impor« 
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tation  of  Irish  spirits  into  this  part  of  the 
kingdom.  When  such  a  manifest  breach 
of  the  articles  of  the  Union  was  recom- 
mended to  that  house,  he  could  not  sit 
silent  without  being  guilty  of  that  which; 
he  trusted,  never  would  be  attributed  to 
him, -namely,  an  abdication  of  the  honour 
and  duty  of  an  Irish  representative.  It 
since  turned  out,  that  the  objection  on  that 
ground  was  removed,  and  the  less  one 
substituted,  of  extending  thisruinous  mea- 
sure to  Ireland.  Tlie  Report  itself  had 
furnished  the  objections  to  that  substitution, 
and  he,  therefore,  wa&  not  a  little  surprised 
to  hear  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  drew  up  that  Report,  propose  a  mea- 
sure against  which  .it  so  conclusively  ar- 
gued. He  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  to  the 
.  house,  that  he  had  alone  risen  in  behalf  of 
the  interests  bf  that  country  with  which 
he  was  acquainted,  and  expressed  his  de- 
termination, if  it  should  accede  to  the  mo- 
tion for  going  into  a  committee,  to  move, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  which 
he  presumed  would  be  proposed;  to  leave 
out  the  words  'United  Kingdom,'  and  sub- 
stitute, '  Great  Britain.* 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  qjiserved, 
that!  gentlemen  had  alluded  to  a  compro- 
mise :  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such  com- 
promise, nor  had  his  noble  friend,  as  far 
as  he  understood  him,  affirmed  that  any 
had  taken  place.     If  there  had  been  any 
compromise,  and  any  discredit  attached  to 
it,  the  hon.  general  had  certainly  shewn 
that  he  was  no  party  to  it,,  and  that  none 
of  the  discredit  would  rest  with  him.     He 
understood  his  noble  friend  to  have  said, 
that  he  had  postponed  the  resolutions  on 
the  former  day,  from  an  idea,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  the  objections,  that  a  trial 
ought  to  be  made  whether  the  propositions 
might  not  be  so  framed  as  to  conciliate 
gentlemen  on   both   sides.     But,  he  cer- 
tainly had  no  recollection  that  his  noble 
friend  pretended  that  he  could  compromise 
the  matter,  nor  had  he  any  authority  to 
do  so.     The  hon.  general  had  charged  his 
noble  friend  with  having  left  the  distress 
of  the  sugar  planters  out  of  the  question, 
though  the  committee  had  been  expressly 
appointed  to  devise  a  plan  for  their  relief. 
He  did  not  think  that  his  noble  fViend  had 
departed  from  the  character  or  spirit  of  the 
Report,  for  the  measure  was  there  recom- 
mended only  with  a  vi6w  to  the  diminish- 
ed supply  of  corn,  and  a  power  was  ac- 
cordingly recommended  to  be  vested  in 
the  crown,  to  stop  the  suspension  when 
the  continnance  of  it  should  be  incooTm- 
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«nt  or  injuriona  ta  the  agricultural  interests, 
and  not  desirable  with  a  view  to  prevent 
a  scarcity  of  food.     If  his  noble  friend 
then  felt  that  a  notion  prevailed,  that  his 
design  was  to  remunerate  the  sngar  plan- 
ters, and  to  sacrifice  the  landed  to  the 
West  Indian  interest,  was  it  not  expedient 
that  th6  thing  should  be  placed  on  its  true 
ground  ;  and  tha^it  should  be  stated,  that, 
independant  of  u\e  West  Indian  interest, 
there  were  good  reasons  for  the  adoption 
of  such  a  ipeasure  ?    That  was  his  view  of 
the  subject,  and  the  view  of  his  noble 
Iriend,  who  had  kept  strictly  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Report.     The  hon.   general  was, 
however,  indignant  at  the  delay,  and  said, 
that  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, the  distilleries  would  be  stopped  at 
any  rate.    But  his  noble  friend  here  again 
bad  only  followed  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
inittee's  recommendation  ;    for  the  com- 
mittee had  proposed,  that  the  suspension 
should  commence  from  the  1st  of  July, 
and  continue  till  July  in  the  following 
year,  still  leaving  a  aiscretionary  power 
with  the  crown.      The  proposition  of  his 
noble  friend,  that  the  distillation  from  su- 
gar ^ould  commence  on  the  first  of  July, 
and  continue  till  Oct.  with  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  crown  to  continue  it  still  fur- 
ther till  30  days  after  the  meeting  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  was  in  substance 
exactly  correspondent  to   the  Report. — 
[General  Gascoyne  said  across  the  table, 
that  he  understood  that  sugar   was  not 
to  be  substituted  between  July  and  Oct. 
except  in  a  case  of  scarcity.]     That,  in- 
deed, would  have  afibrded  some  ground 
for  the  hon,  general's  objection  ;    but  his 
noble  friend  had  expressly  stated  that  su- 
gar was  to  be  substituted  ;    and  the  hon. 
general  might  recollect,  that  he  had  men- 
tioned his  intention  of  proposing  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  on  sugar-wash,  in  order  to 
enable  the   distilleries  to  employ  susar 
with  advantage.     Another  reason  for  de- 
siring an  interval  was,  to  consider  how  the 
difficulty,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  could 
bei^ot  over.    The  hon.  gent,  over  the 
way  (Mr.  Fitzgerald),  who  had  expressed 
himself  so  strongly  with  regard  to  a  re- 
commendation of  the  committee  which  he 
Considered  as  an  attempt  16  violate  the 
act  of  Union,  was  hardly  reasonable  in 
his  objection  to  a  compromise  by  which 
^at  difficulty  was  done  away,  and  the  re- 
solution proposed  in  such  a  shape  as  made 
it  a  common  question  with  respect  to  both 
countries.    That  this  rendered  the  propo- 
sition more  difficult  h^allowed  y  but  when 


both  countries  were  united,  and  the  trade 
in  grain  perfectly  free  between  them,  it 
appeared  that  there  was  no  step  that  could 
be  taken  to  save  the  grain  here  that  did 
not  equally  apply  to  Ireland.      When 
there  was  abundance  or  scarcity  in  one 
country,  it  would  be  equally  felt  in  the 
other.     If  the  prices  here  were  high,  they 
must   be  high    there,  and  vice  versa,   so 
that  the  same  measure  of  precaution  ought 
to*apply  to  both.     If  this  had  been  solely 
a  competition  of  interests,  there  was  no 
question  that  the  landed  interest  ought  to 
have  the  preference ;  but  when  another 
interest  might  be  promoted  without  preju**  . 
dice  to  the  landed  interest,  surely  the  pro- 
position could  not  be  rejected,  merely  be» 
cause  a  measure,  expedient  in  itself,  might 
happen  to  afford  relief  to  the  sugar  plan- 
ters.    He  agreed,  therefore,  that  the  ques- 
tion ought|pot  to  be  argued  on  the  ground 
of  relief  to  the  West  India  planters  ;  al- 
though .  that  was  not  to  be  thrown  out  of 
consideration  entirely.     He  then  put  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  house,  whether  though 
fortunately   there    was  not  at  present  a 
scarcity,  yet  in  the  deficiency  of   the 
means  of    supply,  and  the    badness  of 
the  crop,   under  the  apprehension  of  a 
possible   scarcity,  with  the  foreign  ports 
shut  against  us,  it  was  not  wise  to  pro- 
vide beforehand  against  those  threatening 
appearances  ?    Those  who  put  the  ques- 
tion  on  the  general  principle,  did  not 
argue  fairly,    for  the    present   was  dif- 
ferent from  ordinary  cases ;   and  hence 
the  hon.  baronet's  (sir  John  Sinclair)  ar- 
guments, though  they  might  apply  very 
much  to    former  times,   did  not   at  all 
apply  to  our  present  situation.     We. had 
been  an  exporting,   we    were   now  an 
importing,  nation. — ^The  right  hon.  gent, 
then  adverted  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Young  and  others,  and  contended, 
that  the  matter  was  clearly  made  out, 
that  the  crop  was  deficient,   and  that  it 
was  expedient  to  adopt  some  such  measure 
as  the  present.     He  denied  that  the  high 
price  could  possibly  result  from  the  agi- 
tation of  this  question.     Th*e  effect  of  that 
must  have  been  quite  of  a  contrary  de- 
scription.   The  cause  was,  the  scarcity  in 
Scotland,  and  the  indifferent  crops  in  other 
places.     It  would  be  improper  to  bring 
the  measure  into  operation  sooner  than 
the  1st  of  July,  as  the  distillers  should 
have  time  to  dispose  of  that  grain  which 
they  had  in  such  a  state  that  it  could  be 
applied  to  no  other  purpose.     He  stated, 
that  the  crop  of  potatoes  had  failed  in  Ire- 
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l;ii}4«  mi  tfc^t  |}y  tht  e^cl;  of  tbi«  propo- 
^itiopj  the  peppl^  thejre  would  have  other 
fpp4  cheaper.  The  measure  ought  always 
to  be  qpnsidered  a$  a  temporary  qne^  11^ 
ii^dmitted  that  it  w^  hid  duty  to  tak^  car^ 
pf  the  r^venue»  and  that  this  was  an  im* 
portent  cQQsidei'^tion.  But  he  believed 
that  the  revenue  would  not  sufi^r  m^teri* 
fiUy^  and  that  the  .difficulty  of  the  collect 
tipn  in  Ireland  ought  be  got  oy^r.  H^ 
boped^  upon  the  wbole^  tb^t  thoise  geiitle* 
m^n  who  objected  to  thp  quarter  -  from 
which  the  propoyition  ctme  would  dismiss 
from  their  mindtu  in  'cpa^iderii^g  the  sub- 
j^^t>  every  thing  ei^cept  its  re^l  merits. 
This  w»s  the  proper  vi^w  of  it,  and  he 
hpiped  that  np  strenuous  oppositipn  would 
bf  persisted  in. 

^r-  Pon^anb^  decUred,  that  if  he  had 
np(  re^  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the 
Qpble  lord,  he  should  h^ve  v.^^  fo^r  th^e 
motion  of  going  into  the  oommitte^ ;  but 
the  reading  of  these  Resolutions  wsvi  mtEk^ 
cient  t»  s^ti^fy  hi^  mi^  as  tp  the  propriety 
pf  an  opposite  course.  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  md^,  had  taken  quite  diife* 
rent  routes  to  recommend  the  measure  of 
the  noble  Iprd.  Qjm  h^d  pleaded  for  it  as 
necessary  (o  relieve  the  West  India  mer- 
cbants>  while  another  cQnl;ended  that  it 
was  called  for  in  prder  to  gqai-d  against 
scarcity.  Tp  shew  that  the  lalter  ground 
w%^  erroneous^  the  right  hpn.  gent,  entered 
intp  i  comparative  statement  of  the  prices 
of  corn,  at  various  periods,  particularly  in 
Ireland  ;  a^id  quoted  several  passages  from 
the  cn^iden^  tali^en  before  the  committee, 
tp  prove  ^%t  thi^  ground  was  qui^e  un- 
tj^nahfe.     M  to  the  relief  of  the  West 


of  our  success  or  de&at,  th^  We^t  in4i9> 
merchants  were  almost  equally  Ijabl^ 
to  suiFer.  Of  course,  they  had  strqni^ 
claims  upon  the  country.  But  the  present 
was  not  the  mode  of  relieving  that  class  pf 
m^n.  In  fact*  while  it  would  administer 
ineflectual  relief  to  them,  it  would  ofiend 
the  landed  interest.  Thu.a  ministers,  whp 
proposed  it,  would  exopriencQ  the  fate 
generally  attendant  uP>n  half-measure 
politicians,  namely,  that  of  neither  plea* 
sing  nor  serving  any  body* 

Sir/ A.  Wfllesl^  asserted,  that  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  especially  in  the  nortli, 
were  very  much  distressed  for  provisipns, 
which  distress  wpuld,  h|3  maintj^ined,  rien- 
der  a  measure  of  this  nature  nece^ary^ 
whatever  might  be  the  s^^q  of  the  Wpst 
Indian  «gferchant/s. 

Colonel  Mmigomery  stated,  that  ^« 
scarcity  pf  the  potato^  pppps  in  that  part 
pf  Ireland  widi  which  he  w^  apquajnted« 
had  been  such  If^t  year  as  tp  ^Spr4 
scarcel)^  enough  to  spare  {pr  the  prdinftry 
cultivation  or  ^eed*  TbP  ^ofise^ue^cp 
thei'efore  was,  to  produce  a  propprtipn^bl^ 
scarcity  of  com,  which  he  thought  thi9 
meaiuire  under  considciratipn  ca|pulal^4 1^ 
alleviate,  if  not  to  remetfy. 

Sir  John  Nens^ort  was  surpriaed  at  th^ 
statement,  that  the  north  of  Ireland  h^d  r^* 
cently  experienced  any  material  waij^  of 
provisions,  as  the  price  of  cprn  had  npt 
been  for  several  months  at  all  fliict^a^p^ 
at  one  of  the  grea^eat  ports  for  the  ex^pp| 
of  that  article  in  Xrejaad,  he  meant  WaN^r*^ 
forxl.  If  anfy  scarcity  e:(isted  iii  the  north, 
he  naturally  coneluded  that  pufch  scarcity 
would  have  affected  the  price  pf  'cp/!n  a| 


India  mrrchantsi,  he  w^  as  ansioas  for  it  |  Waterfprd.    Th^  right  Hon.  baronet  gpne* 
a#  any  man,  but  to  the  mode  now  proposed  |  rally  deprecated  the  interposition  of  the 


he  strongly  objisot^d,  andy  ia  pa<rtieular, 
be^auf  p  h^  did  not  think  tbia  mode  could 
be  efifectiva.  He  wipuld  rathei?  r^cpm- 
mend  somp  |^pri9anent  relief  for  this  de- 
sprviijg  class  pf  men,  by  rMvu^'mg,  for 
instance,  0ie  rpvemie  tp  which  they  were 
subjftct.  The  We^t  bdia  merchapta  he 
thought  p^puliaitly  pntitted  to  confiidera- 
tion ;  because,  while  thpy  were  subject  to 
all  the  additipnsd  ponliibutiojis  coiiseqi;«nt 
upon  the  war,  tbfiy  we^e  n0t  liable  tp 
pro^  by  its  rpsultf .  F«pr  it  tbroijgb  QHf 
sucG^^,  any  colonies  shctuld  be  capMired» 
t jip  Y^^st  India  meirc^iants  w^p  likely  t^ 
siiffer  by  thp  pomp^tition  yAidh  they  must 
e^pprience  frqm  the  produce  of  such 
cpjpijies ;  apd  if  defeated,  fctoe  mprchants 
woi^ld)  in  ponspqppficp,  b^  excluded  from 

an.  additip/}ai  xodrket*    Xbu»#  in  the  iSFeat 


I  Ipgi  si  allure  upon  subjects  of  this  nature* 
He  thought  such  int<srppsitipn,  in  al^^iQ^t 
i  every  instance,  extremely  nPxious,  Igrt 
deed,  experience  had  pi^oved  that  nothing 
but  imperious  necessity  cou4d  e|icu^^  itf 
Tp  such  interposition  he  belieyed  it  wa^ 
Pwing  that  this  country  wa^  not  ablp  t^ 
grpfw  auScient  food  for  its  populatioiitad 
it  formerly  did.  From  the  enactment  pf 
Me.  Parrieirs  act  to  the  present  tim^,  tW 
interposition  he  deprecatpd  was  ibund  in^ 
jpripus.  Afi  to  the  ruse  which  had  rec^nt^y 
taken  place  in  the  prices  of  siigair  and^ 

cprD,  it  appeared  tO  him  to  proceed*  frq^ 
the  speculations  likely  tp  arise  out  pf  thf^ 
existence  of  a  oommittpe  upp^  t|xii^  mh^ 

!    Mr.  C.  SHi9  coatendpd,  ^H  the  fpftr*  q$ 
the  landed  intevf^t  Vere  \yfittoput  &u&d^ 
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tiojfi,  atid  that  it  was  hot  necessary  to  pi-ore 
a  scalrcity,  as  sometiiing  was  indispensible 
as  ^  fueasute  «ff  precaution.  Some  relief 
Was  absolutely  necessary,  and  if  gentle- 
men wduld  hot  accede  to  this,  he  should 
be  happy  to  receive  from  thehi  the 
boon  of  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
rums  against  BHtish  spirit^,  and  sugars 
against  coMi.  If  from  the  opposition  given 
to  the  present  measure,  it  should  be  de- 
feated, and  a  scarcity  be  the  consequence, 
he  Would  ask,  What  excuse  gentlemen  op- 
posite could  m^ke  to  a  starving  people  for 
having  resisted  a  plan,  which,  if  it  did 
not,  as  thfey  cohtferided,  go  the  length  of 
giving  relief  to  the  planter,  could  not  be 
shewn  to  be  in  any  way  disadvantageous 
to  the  landed  interests  of  the  country  ? 

Admiral  Harvey  considered  that  grain 
being  at  too  low  a  price,  was  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  serious  evil,  as  well  as  its  being 
exorbitantly  advanced.  If  he  saw  that 
there  was  any  probability  of  a  dearth,  Or 
scarcity,  he  should .  then  most  cheerfully 
Tote  for  any  measure  that  was  calculated 
jto  economise  the  article,  and  lower  its 
pricie.  As  the  case  now  stood,  he  could 
by  ho  mearis  think  of  voting  for  tlie  pro- 
position then  before  the  house,  it  being 
in  his  judgment  calculated  in  a  grt^at  de- 
gree \o  ruin  the  farmer  for  the  sake  of 
affording  some  partial  relief  to  the  West 
India  planters  and  merchants. 

Mr.  Foster  stated,  in  the  most  uheqtli- 
tocal  terms,  that  he  meant  to  vote  in  oppo- 
sition'to  his  colleagues.  His  reasons  were 
these  ;  in  the  first  place,  he  thotlght  it  to 
be  contrary  to  ill  acknowledged  maxims 
of  agriculture  to  say,  that  we  should  pi-e- 
vent the  use  of  grain  in  one  of  its  reguldf 
channels,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
West  India  colonies;  and  in  the  second 
place,  if  there  were  any  ground  for  such 
a  prohibition,  it  ought  to  be  shewn,  that 
the  necessity  of  adopting  suck  a  measure 
arose  from  the  dearth  or  scarcity,  of  grain, 
or  jsome  just  cause  for  the  apprehension 
that  such  a  case  was  likely  to  happen. 
The  corn  of  the  country  was,  by  the  wisest 
and  most  experienced  politicians,  lefi;  in 
general  to  find  its  own  level  in  the  market, 
by  the  usual  means  of  competition  among 
the  dealers.  When  there  was  a  bad  har- 
vest, the  price  df  grain  advanced  much 
higher  thah  usUal;  there  wete  always  per- 
sons ready  to  import  from  foreign  mar- 
kets, ahd  thus  keep  down  the  price  whilst 
they  promoted  their  own  interest.  But  it 
pfcver  could  be  the  ihterests  of  any  state  to 
be  regardless  of  the  interests  of  the  farmer^ 


and  not  to  leive  him  some  openihg  to  dis- 
pose of  the  surplus  of  his  crop.  These 
opportunities  were,  first,  ill  the  sale  to  the 
breweries  and  distilleries ;  and  secondly, 
by  exportation.  He  believed  that  this' 
was  the  first  time  in  the  English  history, 
except  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  or  the  appre- 
hension of  such  an  event,  that  ever  the 
legislature  attempted  thus  to  tamper  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation. 
Besides  that,  he  could  not  believe  that  it 
was  capable  of  iaifibrdin^  any  substantial 
relief  to  the  West  India  tnerchants  or 
planters  ;  and  if  the  house  once  adopted 
such  a  measure,  ahd  lefb  such  a  precedent 
on  their  journals,  it  was  impossible  to  say^ 
to  what  extenl-  the  mischief  might  be  car-* 
ried  hereafter.  Gentlemen  might*  say 
what  they  pleased  in  that  house  upon  th^ 
subject,  but  their  words  would  havfe  no  ef* 
feet  upon  the  country  at  lai'ge ;  arid  the 
precedent  would  appear  upon  their  jour- 
nals without  their  arguments  in  support  of 
the  measure,  so  that  hereafter  it  might  be 
mdde  use  of,  oh  lighter  grounds  even  than 
those  on  which  the  present  proposition 
stood.  Agriculture  was  a  business  that  re- 
quired most  extraordinary. steadiness,  more 
than  almost  any  other  pursuit  that  man- 
kind Were  engaged  in;  and  if  the  farmel-s 
were  left  without  four  years  Sfeadinfess  irt 
the  law  that  Was  to  gov^iii  them,  there 
would  be  ho  market,  coitiparatively  speak- 
ing, for  a  redundant  crop,  and  no  resource 
in  time  of  scarcity.  In  Ifeland  there  was 
no  steadiness  in  the  law  upon  this  head 
Until  the  year  1784.  THfe  law  Was  at  that 
tiihe  fixed ;  and  almost  ever  since  they 
have  been  able  tb  send  considerable  sup- 
plies of  gi-ain  aniiually  to  England.  In 
every  point  of  view  that  he  could  look 
upon  the  present  subject,  it  left  sb  strong 
an  impression  of  its  impolicy  on  his  mind, 
that  he  felt  himself  boiind  to  rote  against 
the  Speaki^r's  leaving  the  chair* 

Mr.  Windham  declaimed  that  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  geht.  whd 
had  just  sat  down,  and  by  his  right  hon. . 
fi-iend  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  need  only  be  heard, 
to  carry  Conviction  to  the  rhind  of  ahy  di^«r 
passionate  mian.  The  committee,  how- 
ever, had  been  instructed  to  consider  of 
the  best  means  of  affording  relief  bo  Ihe 
West  India  planters,  and  to  cbnsidei*  df 
that  only,  as  it  Was  imagined  at  least ;  but 
allon  a  sudden,  and  most  conveniently  fbt 
the  wishes  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  (all  but  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
qubr  for  Ireland),  the  idea  of  a  scarcity  ihi 
the  country  dartied  upon  their  mind^  some* 
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thing  like  Bayes's  army  in  disguise,  and 
gave  a  new  turn  to  their  proceedings. 
Really  whilst  there  was  such  vacillation  of 
opinion,  tsuch  unsteadiness  among  their 
councils,  there  was  little  or  no  hope  left 
for  confidence  in  future.  And,,in  fact,  if 
there  was  any  thing  like  a  scarcity  in  the 
country,  the  very  words  of  ministers  that 
night  were  calculated  to  spread  the  alarm 
aad  add  to  the  necessity. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  declared  his  sincere  con- 
viction of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
measure  which  was  then  before  the  house. 

Lord  Castlereagh  strenuously  supported 
the  motion.  As  an  argument  in  its  favour, 
he  asserted  that  the  price  of  grain  was  at 
present  higher  than  in  the  scarcity  of 
1795,  and  as  high  as  in  the  scarcity  of 
1800,  when  the  distilleries  were  prohibited^ 
Added  to  this,  we  had  not  at  present  any 
prospect  of  a  foreign  import ;  so  that  any 
means  that  tended  to  husband  our  pre- 
sent sources  of  supply  it  was  adviseable  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  John  SmitJi  supported  the  measure. 
The  greatest  poi»sible  calamity  that  could 
befal  any  country  was  a  >scarcity  of  corn. 
It  must  be  considered,  that  for  the  last  1 8 
years  a  very  large  importation  of  that  ar- 
ticle had  taken  place,  and  we  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  the  consequences  that  might  arise 
from  our  being  deprived  of  all  foreign 
sources.  There  were  already  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  deprived  of  employ,  so 
tl^at  we  had  need  to  guard  against  the  ad- 
ditional calamity  of  scarcity.  He  knew 
of  one  instance,  within  these  last  six  weeks, 
where  no  less  than  1000  persons  had  been 
thrown  out  of  work  from  one  manufactory 
alone.  He  really  believed  too  that  the 
West  India  planters  were  a  most  injured 
set  of  people,  and  that  some  measure  was 
necessary  for  their  relief.  The  effect  of 
this  present  measure  would  be  to  relieve 
both  of  they  descriptions  of  individuals, 
and  be  attended  with  generally  beneficial 
consequences. 

Sir  H,  Mildmay  spoke  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  stated  the  average  of  the  price 
of  corn  for  several  years,  in  order  to  shew 
that  the  supporters  of  it  were  not  justified 
in  using  such  arguments  in  favour  of  their 
measure,  from  the  state  of  these  prices. 
If,  however^  the  house  proceeded  into  a 
committee,  he  should  then  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  some  alteration  iri  re- 
gard to  the  period. 

Mr,  G.  Hibhert  said  this  measure  was  ex- 
pressly recommended  by  the  committee, 
after  an  inquiry  into  the  same  subject  had 


taken  place  in  1807>  and  therefore  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  have  recom- 
mended one  so  totallly  difiejrent  from  the 
former  recommendation,  had  they  not  seen 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  times  made 
that  alteration  absolutely  necessary.  Those 
circumstance^  were  the  changes  that,  had 
taken  place  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  which  now  deprived  us  of  a  sup- 
ply ^^  grain.  If  we  did  not  want  that  sup- 
ply jformerly,  why  did  we  take  it  ?  If  we 
did  want  it,  was  it  possible  that  any  minis- 
try could  be  justified  in  sitting  calmly, 
and  viewing  with  composure,  the  conse- 
quences likely  to  arise  from  the  country 
being  deprived  of  that  supply  ,  in  future. 
He  could  assure  the  house  that  there  was 
no  joking  with  the  belly*  Ourenemy  had 
aimed  two  blows  against  us,  in  -depriving 
us  of  the  markets  for  procuring  supplies 
of  grain,  and  of  a  market  for  our  sugars. 
He  should  take  a  future  opportunity  of  de- 
livering his  sentiments  at  length  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  said,  he  had  sat  upon  the 
committee  for  two  months,  and  could  not 
help  expressing  his  surprise  that  the  noble 
lord  had  brought  forward  such  a  mueasure. 
But  unquestionably,  this  was  not  a  measure 
of  the  committee  which  was  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  relief  to  the  West 
India  planters,  as  they  indeed  seemed  to 
be  left  entirely  out  of  the  question.  His 
objection  to  the  measure  was,  that,  as  to 
the  West  Indies,  it  was  futile,  and  as  tq 
scarcity  it  was  worse  than  notbing.  Our 
impoitation  of  corn  had  been,  hitherto 
more  than  700,000  quarters,  but  he  argued 
that  no  scarcity  was  to  be  apprehended. 
He  should  like  to  know  what  eSkcX,  this 
measure  was  likely  to  harve  before  the 
n^'xt  harvest.  It  was  only  telling  the  dis- 
tillers that  they  must  stop  distilling  from 
grain  upon  the  1st  of  July,  the  very  time 
about  which  they  would  have  done  so, 
without  any  restraint  whatever.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  measure  would  be,  to  pro- 
duce scarcity  instead  of  preventing  it,  as 
the  distillers  would  use  more  grain  between 
this  time  and  the  1st  of  July,,  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  done. 

After  a  short  reply  from  lord  Binning^ 
the  house  divided. 

Ayes  -,r.  -------    122 

Noes ,,--1    108 

*  « 

Majority  for  going  into  a  Committee  -—14, 

The  bouse  then  went  into;  a  committecj, 

profonnOf  and  the  chairman  obtained  leav« 

^  to  sit  again. — ^Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  oa 

Friday  mornii^. 
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iiov«£  or  M>jcti>^.« 


Friday,  May  20. 

[Scotch  Teinds.]  The  house  proceeded 
jfeo  giye  judgment  in  the  Appeal,  the  ea^l 
«f  Wemyss  v.  Macqueen.  l^is  case  was 
of  great  importance  to  the  clergy  of  Scot- 
land, as  it  involved  a  question.  Whether . 
the  Stipend  of  a  minister,  having  been 
^nce  augmented  since  the  year  1707,  can 
legally  receive  a  second  augmentation. 
The  Court  of  Session  had  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  and  spoke 
as  follows  : — ^My  Lords ;  This  is  a  case 
which  CKunes  before  your  lordships'  house 
by  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Session  :  the 
appellant  is  the  earl  of  Wemyss,  who  ap- 
pears in  the  character  of  an  heritor  of  the 
parish  of  Prestonkirk,  though  in  reality  he 
represents  the  landed  interest  of  Scotland, 
£f>X  in  the  course  of  the  argvimetit  this  has 
l}Qen  stated  from  the  bar  to  be  their  cause. 
•^— The  Respondent  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mac- 
^ueen,  the  minister  of  that  parish,  who 
avowedly  maintains  what  in  the  pleadings 
before  you  has  been  held  forth  as  the 
cause  of  the  church  of  •Scotland. — On  the 
facts  which  have  given  rise  to  this  case 
there  is  no  dispute  ;  both  parties  are 
agreed/. that  the  stipend  had  been  first 
modified  and  augmented  in  the  year  1678, 
and  that  a  second  augmentation  had  been 
granted  in  the  year  1793. — It  is  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  clergyman 
of  this  parish,  in  the  month  of  Nov.  1 806, 
raised  a  process  for  a  further  augmentation. 
Soon  after  the  cause  came  into  court,  it 
appears,  that  the  appellant  in  this  case 
gave  notice,  that  he  -was  determined  to 
dispute  the  competency  of  the  court  under 
the  act  of  parliament  from  which  it  de- 
rived its  authority,  to  grant  augmentations  , 
in  cases  whiqh  had  been  previously  aug- 
mented and  modified :  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  agreed  on  both  sides  to  consider 
ihis  purely  as  a  question  on  the  powers  of ' 
the  court,  without  relation  to  any  of  the 
circumstances  that  might  ultimately  regu- 
late the  decision  on  the  particular  case. 
Accordingly,  it  was  so  argued  on  the  9th 
of  Dec.  1807,  when  the  parties  were  or- 
dered by  the  Court  to  give  in  memorials. 
On  advising  these  memorials,  the  court 
pronounced  an  interlocutor  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :  "  The  lords  commissioners  hav- 
ing heard  counsel  for  the  parties,  and  ad- 
vised the  memorials,  find  that  this  Court 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
jr,  Ridgway,  Piccadilly,  1803. 
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)^aving  been  establi^ed  by  an  act  in  the 
year  1707,  as  a  permanent  court  of  com* 
i^ission,  in  place  of  the  former  temporary 
commissions  for  the  purpose,  inter  alia,' 
of  modifying  and  augmenting  the  stipend 
of  parochial  ministers,  out  of  the  teinds, 
it  is  the  duty  pf  the  court,  and  within  its 
powers,  as  recognised  by  the  house  of 
lords,  in  two  decided  cases  in  the  years 
1784  and  1789,  and  by  die  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Couf  t  acquiesced  in  by  •  all  par- 
ties, in  a  great  variety  of  instances,  ever 
since  the  last-mentioned  period,  to  receive 
■svch  applicatioos,  when  made  inithe  regu- 
lar forms,  and  determine  upon  them  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  matters  at  the  time, 
and  the  merits  of  each  particular  case, 
notwithstanding  a  former  augmentation 
since  the  institution  of  ithe  court ;  and 
ttber«fore  that  the  present  caise  must  be 
allowed  to  .pKOoeed  as  usual." — It  is  the 
Xusticie  ^od  propriety  of  .this  interlocutor 
onwhich  your  Idps  are  now  called  to  pro- 
nounce Judgment  :  and  those  of  your  lord- 
ships who  have  attended  the  cause  must  be 
fully  sensible  that  you  have  had  on  this 
occasion  every  advant$ige  which  could  be 
derived  from  the  learning  and^ngenuity 
of  the  bar  :  the  pleadings  on  both  sides 
have  been  conducted  in  a  manner  that 
must  have  convinced  you  that  the  labour 
bestowed  in  preparing,  and  the  talent  d^- 
played  in  enforcing  the  arguments,  left 
nothing  more  to  be  said  on.this  important 
question.^^In  the  pleadings  of  the  counsel, 
the  subject  has  boen  considered  in  two 
points  of  view  :  Fir^t,  what  are>the  pow*' 
ers  given  by  the  ^ct  1707,  to  the  court  of 
session,  aqting  as  commissioners  for^plau- 
tation  of  kirks  ax)d  valuation  of  teinds. 
Secondly,  how  far  your  Idps'  house,  by 
your  decisions,  and  the  court  below,  by  its 
practice,  has  not  precluded  you  from  now 
considering  the  jurisdiction  the  law  gave, 
and  established  the  proposition  that  the 
court  of  session,  acting  as  commissioners 
of  teinds,  have  ;a  power  vested  in  them  to 
augment  at  their  discretion  the  livings  of 
the  clergy,  till  the  whole  tithe  is  appro- 
priated to  the  church.  The  court  of  sos- 
sion  was  first  authorized  to  judge  on  the 
subject  of  augmentation  of  ministers'  sti- 
pends, and  other  matters  relative  to  tithe, 
by  the  9th  act  of  queen  Aime,  1 707.  It  is 
the  only  act  of  the  legislature  from  which, 
that  court  derives  any  power  whatever  on 
this  subject ;  and  the  question  concerning 
its  jurisdiction,  if  now  open  to  discussion, 
must  depend  upon  a  fair  construction  of  the 
proviaioiis  oC  this  »ct,  Th§  act,  however, 
2G 
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does  not  in  terms  enact  the  powers  which 
it  confers,  but  refers  for  an  accurate  de- 
scription and  definition  of  them  to  the 
19th  act  of  parliament  1633,  the  23d  and 
30th  acts  of  the  parliament  1690,  and  the 
24th  act  of  the  parliament  1693. — ^The 
question  concerning  the    powers  of  the 
court  as  defined  by  these  acts,  has  been 
considered  at  the  bar  in  two  difierent  points 
of  view.— ^First,  it  has  be«ln  contended  by 
the  appellant,   that  after  a  church  was 
once  modified  and  augmented,  provided 
the  stipend  assigned  was  not  below  the 
minimum  as  fixed  by  law,  the  court  cbuld 
not  re-augment,  without  encroaching  on 
the   sacred  rights  of  property.     On  the 
other  hand,  by  the  respondent,  it  has  been 
argued,  that  the  clergy,  from  the  refor- 
mation downwards,  never  gave  up  their 
claim  to  an  adequate  maintenance  out  of 
the  tithe,  and  that  the  court,  without  any 
invasion  of  the  right  of  property,  had  a 
right  to  assign   such   maintenance,   and 
occasionally  to  augment  it,  as  the  circum- 
stancesof  tile  times  authorized. — Secondly, 
it  has  been  stated  on  the  part  of  the  appel- 
lant, that  the.  act  1707,  and  the   acts    it 
referred  to,  in  their  enactments,  only  meant 
to  confer  the  right  of  granting  one  aug- 
mentation of  stipend,  which  was  to  endure 
in  perpetuity,  and  that  many  concomitant 
circumstances  clearly  pointed  but  this  to 
be  the  true  construction  of  the  law.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  construction  has  been  con- 
tested by  the  respondent,  and  arguments 
have   been  brought  from  other  acts   of 
parliament  to  induce  yourldpsto  conclude, 
that  the  act   1633,  on  which  this  question 
mainly  relies,  never  intended  to  eircum- 
scribe  the  powers  of  the  commission  it  ap- 
pointed to  the  granting  of  a  single  aug- 
mentation, but  that  it  clearly  conferred 
the  right  of  reviewing  its  own  decisions. 
— ^In  the  conduct  of  the  -  argument,  much 
learninglias  been  displayed,  on  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  tithe  in  ancient  times 
in  Scotland.    The  act  1567,  which  granted 
a  third  of  all  benefices  to  the  church,  and 
the  circumstances  that  the  various  grants 
of  tithes  to  the  lords  of  erection,  were  uni- 
formly burdened   with  the  condition  of 
maintaining  the  clergy,  had  been  relied 
on  as  proofs  that  the  clergy,  at  no  time, 
-even  after  the  reformation,  were  depriv- 
ed of  that  right  to  tithe  for  which  the 
church  has  uniformly  contended.     On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  said,   that   this 
right  was  abandoned   by   the  protestant 
clergy :  the  authority  of  John  Knox  has 
been  eit«d.     The   power  of  the  titulars,. 


and  the  circumstance  that  the  parochial 
clergy  had  only  the  benefices  of  value 
under  300  merks  conferred  on  them  by 
the  legislature,  have  been  urged  as  prov- 
ing, that,  after  the  reformation,  the  diviner 
right  to  tithe  had  been  abandoned. — As 
bearing  on  the  present  case,  all  these  con- 
siderations appear  immaterial  :  whatever 
might  be  the  rights  ofthe  parochial  clergy, 
it  is  perfectly  clear,  that,  antecedent  to 
the  year  1617,  they  had  been  reduced  to 
extreme  poverty.    For  in  that  year  an  act 
of   parliament  passed,    which  describes 
the  state  of  the  church  in  terms  not  equi- 
vocal ;  the  preamble  states  :    '  Consider- 
'  ing.  that  there  be  divers  kirkeS  within 
'  this  kingdome  not  planted  with  minis- 
'  ters,  wherethrough  ignoriance  and  athe- 
'  ism  abounds  amongst  the  people;   and 
'  that  many  of  those  that  are  planted,  have 
'  no  sufficient  provision  or  maintenance  ap- 
'  pointed  to  them,  whereby  the  ministry  are 
'  keept  in  poverty  and  contempt.'  Though 
this  act  of  parliament  is  not  referred  to  m 
the  act  1707,  out  of  which  this  question 
arises,  it  has  been  dwelt  upon  in  argument 
by  both  parties,  as  being  the  first  act  ap- 
pointing a  commission,  intr^^ted  with  the 
charge   of  providing  for   the    parochial 
clergy  out  of  the  tithes  of  the  church.- — 
In  the  present  case,  for  the  better  under- 
standing ofthe  act  1633,  it  appears  to  me 
only  necessary  'to  state,  that  it  provided 
that  500  merks  of  money,  or  five  chalders 
of  victual,  should  be  the  minimum  ;  that 
1000  merks  of  money,  or  10  chalders  of 
victual,  should  be  the  maximum,  given  as 
stipend  to  the  clergy  ;  and  that  aUer  such 
a  provision  was  maae,-  the  holder  of  the 
tithes  should  be  quieted  in  his  possession 
for  ever. — It  is  proper  also  to  remind  your 
ldps,that  another  commission  was  appointed 
in  the  year  1621,  similar  in  principle  and 
effect  to  that  established  in  the  year  1617. — 
It  is  material  also,  here  to  observe,  what 
indeed  was  admitted  at  the  bar,  that  the 
stipends  given  to  the  clergy,  under  the 
pr&visions  of  these  acts,  were  to  be  paid 
either  out  ofthe  tithes  held  by  the  bishops, 
or  the  tithes  held  by  titulars  ;  for  the  par- 
sonage tithes  were  already  the  property  of 
the  church ;  and  the  lands  held '  cum  deci- 
rais  inclusis,'  never  were  subjected  to  any 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  cler- 
gy.— ^That  such  were  the  circumstances 
.when  the  general  arrangement  of  Charles  1 , 
concerning  the  benefices  of  the  clergy 
■and  the  situation  of  the  tithe  was^  carried 
into  estecution  by  the  acts  of  parliament 
which  passed  in  4633^  is  admitted  by  both 


453] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  20,  I808.^&o*c*  Thtnds.- 


[454 


parties,  at  your  bar.    And  as  this  case  ap» 
pears  to  tne  very  much  to  depend  upon  the 
truie  and  sound  interpretation  of  one  of 
tjiese  acts,  viz.  chap.  19,  it  is  necessary 
shortly  to  allude  to  the  public  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  tithe  at  the  time  in  which 
it  was  passed. — ^King  Charles  1,  soon  after 
qoining  to  the  throne,  evidently  appears 
to  have  wished  that  some  general  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  on  this  subject.     It 
seems  to  have  been  his  intention,  if  pos- 
sible, to  settle  the  disputes  existing  about 
tithes,  in  a  manner  advantageous  to  all 
parties ;  submissions  were  entered  into  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  and  the  result  of 
the  award,  carried  into  execution  by  the 
acts  passed  in  10$$,  was  an  arrangement 
apparently  beneficial  to  all  who  were  con- 
cerned.— The  crown  got  aright  of  pur- 
chasing the  superiority  from  the  titular, 
at  the  rate  of  ten  years  purchase,  and  an 
annuity  of  six  per  cent,  out  of  the  tithe. — 
The  titular  was  quieted  in  the  possession 
of  his  property,  which  had  been  disputed 
by  the  crown. — ^The  landholder  got  rid  of 
the  grievance  of  drawing  the  tithe  in  kind, 
his  tithe  was  to  be  valued,  and  he  was  only 
to  be  assessed  in  perpetuity  in  a  fifth  part 
of  the  then  value  of  the  lands  ;  he  ob- 
tained, also,  a  right,  if  he  chose  it,  to  pur- 
chase his  tithe  so  valued,  at  the  rate  of 
nine  years  purchase, — ^The  clergy  were  on 
their  part  benefited  by  the  minimum  be- 
ing advanced  from  500  to  800  merks,  and 
the  commission  appointed  were  no  longer 
restrained  in  relation  to  the  maximum  of 
what  was  to  be  given  as  a  proper  stipend 
tor  the  minister.— In  considering  the  act 
of  parliament  which  passed  in  the  year 
1633,  the  words  of  the  act,  as  well  as  the 
history  of  the  times,  have  been  relied  upon 
as  proving,  that  it  meant  to  enact,  and  did 
actually  enact,  a  final  settlement  of  all 
claims  concerning  the  tithes ;  and   there 
can  be  little  doubt,  that  words  stronger  or 
naore  appropriate  to  produce  this  impres- 
sion could  hardly  have  been  selected. — 
Tlie  preamble  recites  what  had  been  the 
king's  object  from  the  commencement  of 
his  reign,  and  describes.the  enactments  to 
be,  '  for  the  finishing  and  fiijL  perfection 
'  of  the  glorious  work  anent  the  teinds.and 
'  maintenance  of  ministers' — an  accurate 
description  of  the  law,  if  it  was  meant  to. 
settle  once  for  all  the  state  in  which  the* 
parties  were  permanently  to  stand ;  but  ja, 
very  false  representation  of  it,  if  it  meant 
only  to  provide  for  the  sale  to  the  land- 
holder of  that,  which  it  was  to  be  under- 
itood  the  parochial  clergy  had  a  right  to 


claim,  the  moment  the  purchase  was  ef- 
fected< — ^Tbis  act  ordains  the  tithes  to  be 
valued,  and  gives  to  the  commissioners 
power,  after  the  valuation,  to  appoint  a 
constant  local  stipend  for  ministers :  the 
term  constant  has  been  dwelt  upon  by  the 
respondent  in  this  cause :  much  reliance 
has  been  placed  on  the  circumstance,^  that 
perpetual  is  dropt,  which  was  used  in  the 
former  acts,  and  that  the  word  constant  is 
here  resorted  to  :  between  these  a  distinc- 
tion has  been  made ;  perpetual  is  said  to 
be  properly  used  in  relation,  to  time  ;  con- 
staht,  as  applicable  to  regular  payment : 
but  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  there 
is  any  real  distinction  betwixt  the  meaning 
of  these  words,  as  used  by  the  legislature: 
and  if  the  act  itself  is  examined,  it  is  clear 
that  the  word  constant  was  not  used  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  stipend,  as  that  is  afterwards 
especially  provided  for  in  a  subsequent, 
clause  of  the  act,  when  the  commissioners 
are  directed  to  ^  set  down  the  security  in 
'  favour  of  the  ministers,  so  far  as  concerns 
'  the  maintenance  assigned  to  them,  for 
'  good,  thankful,  and  timeous  payment  of 
'  the  rate  of  teind.' — ^The  price  for  which 
the  tithe  was  to  be  sold  by  the  titular  to 
the  landholder,  subsequent  to  the  clergy- 
man's provision,  has  been  relied  on  by 
both  parties  :  by  the  respondent  it  has 
been  said,  that  nine  years  purchase  was  a 
very  inferior  price :  he  has  argued,  that 
it  is  so  stated  by  Mr.  Erskine,  who  says, 
'  that  the  tithes  were  sold  at  that  inferior 
'price  from  the  circumstances  of  their  be- 
'  ing  subject  to  future  augmentations.' — 
By*  the  appellant  it  has  been  contended 
that  the  price  was  adequate,  that  the  in- 
terest of  money  was  at  that  period  at  ten 
per  cent,  which  was  evidently  the  case  as 
appears  from  the  act  1633  providing  that, 
the  lender  of  money  should  receive  only, 
eight  per  cent,  and  that  the  remaining  two. 
should  go  to  the  crown  :  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Laipg  has  also  been  relied  on :  his 
history  has  been  quoted  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Erskine,  and  the  parties  have  canvas- 
sed whether  a  lawyer  or  an  historian  was 
best  authority  for  the  market  rate  of  in-  , 
terest  in  remote  times.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  the  interest  of 
money  is  stated  to  have  been  at  ten  per 
cent,  at  this  period,  by  the  clergy  them- 
selves, in  the.  answer  drawn  up  by  the' 
committee  of  the  general  assvmbfy>  to  the 
third  and  fourth  reasons  of  dissent  in*  the 
year  1750.^— Independent  of  these,  how- 
ever, there'   are  various    circumstances^^ 
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which  make  me  incline  to  the  opinioa 
th^  nine  years  pm-chase  was  deemed  an 
adequate  and  fbll  price  for  the  tithe. — ^The 
«Q|^riorities  sold  to  the  crown  under  the 
same  acts  of  parliament  were  ralued  at 
ten  years  purchase,  which,  like  the  tithe, 
conveyed  an  unimproyable  annuity,  with 
the  S(de  distinction,  that  the  feudal  service, 
certainly  worth  one  year's  purchase,  went 
aflong  with  it. — ^This  alone  is  strong  evi- 
dence, that  nine  years  purchase  was,  at 
that  period  of  time,  deemed  a  fair  price 
for  a  quit-rent ;  and  on  the  authority  of 
the  king's  declaration,  it  appears  that  this 
was  the  light  in  which  it  was  considered. — 
But  it  is  not  only  upon  the  words  and  pro- 
visions of  the  aet  1633,  and  upon  the  con- 
temporaneous -exposition  of  it,  derived 
from  such  authority,  that  I  am  disposed  to 
ground  the  opinion,  that  that  act  meant  to 
^ve  to  the  landholder  a  right  to  his  tithe, 
miburdened  with  any  obligation  for  in- 
<5reased  allowance  to  the  clergyman. — 
Circumstances  at  no  very  remote  period 
from  the  passing  of  the  act,  as  well  as  sub- 
sequent enactments  of  the  legislature,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  prove,  that  this  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  real  meaning  of  the  act, 
beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt. — As  the 
commission  constituted  under  the  act  \^%^, 
was  to  endure  during  his  majesty'*  plea- 
ftore,  in  ^he  year  1636-7,  a  selection  of 
persons  from  the  nobility  and  clergy  were 
appointed  by  his  majesty  to  report  whe- 
ther this  Commission  should  be  allowed  to 
Continue,  or  whether  it  was  then  fit  to  put 
an  end  to  it. — ^This  report  having  been 
framed  by  the  ecclesiastics,  was  agreed  to, 
with  some  exceptions,  by  the  lay  lords  : 
ih  the  narrative  it  recites, '  that  the  clergy 
'  had  from  the  first  objected,  that  the  tithes 
*'  beingthe  proper  patrimony  of  the  church, 
'  and  reserved  particularly  in  the  Act  of 
'  annexation,  should  be  heretably  disponed 
'  and  sold  to  the  heritor.'  Now  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  that  the  clergy  should 
have  this  feeling  if  the  tithes  subsequent 
to  sale,  had  been,  as  the  respondent  con- 
tends, Equally  liable  to  future  augmenta- 
tions as  befoTfe  the  sale.— Hie  act  1633 
must  have  made  on  their  minds  a  very 
different  impression :  they  knew  Aat  both 
by  the  act  1617,  and  the  act  1621,  in  ex- 
press terms  the  tithe  was  discharged  from 
all  further  claims,  after  payment  of  the 
sum  modified ;  they  knew  that  the  act 
1633  had  raised  the  minimum  from  500  to 
800  merks,  that  it  had  left  the  maximum 
indefinite  ;  and  if  they  had  thoOght,  as  the 
respondent  cohtends,  that  the  law  was 


altered  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  reserve  to. 
the  church  a  right  to  come  back  for  re- 
angmentatioii  as  often  as  they  thought  fit, 
hovi^  is  it  possible  that  they  should  hav» 
felt  themselves  aggrieved  or  concerned, 
whether  the  tithe  went  to  the  landholder, 
or  remained  with  the  titular  ?  They  might 
as  wdl  have  opposed  the  sale  of  a  titnlar'» 
right,  as  the  sale  from  the  titular  to  the 
landholder,  if  this  had  been  deemed  to  be 
the  sound  interpretation  of  the  law  at  that 
time. — But  tbi*  is  not  all :  in  no  part  of 
this  report  is  it  stated  as  s  ground  for 
keeping  up  this  commission,  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  (he  times  might  authorize 
the  clergy  to  Conie  back ;  on  the  contfary, 
it  is  said,  that  many  of  them  not  having  got 
the  statutable  allowance,  and  others,  though 
their  stipends  ^Were  modified,  not  having 
obtained  decree  of  locality,  k  is  judgeo 
most  necessary;  that  the  commisnon  should 
"  be  kept  up  till  ike  work  was  ended;"  clear- 
ly implying,  that  the  clergy  and  nobility, 
in  making  this  report  in  the  year  1637, 
still  conceive  that  the  object  wsts  the 
same  as  recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  act 
1633. — Strong  evidence  of  this  being  the 
sound  construction  of  the  slct  1633,  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  parliament  which 
passed  Nov.  15,  1641  :  this  act,  though 
ritft  teieried  to  by  the  act  1707,  and  in 
truth  not  ih  existence,  being  rescinded 
after  the  Restoration,  may  be  referred  to 
as  ekplaifting  the  s^nse  parliament  enter- 
tained at  the  time  of  the  act  1633  :  and 
any  illustration  derived  from  it  is  the  more 
forcible,  because  the  power  the  presbyte- 
rian  clergy  then  possessed,  ensured  that 
the  interpretation  the  most  conformable  ta 
their  interests  of  which  it  was  susceptible 
would  be  imposed  upon  it. — Yet  this  act 
does  not  empower  the  commission  it  ap- 
points, to  take  into  consideration,  general- 
ly, what  sum  it  Was  fit  to  grant  to  the 
clergyman  out  of  the  tithes  which  had 
been  sold.  Indeed  it  specially  bars  the 
possibility  of  augmentations  being  grant- 
ed on  this  principle,  because  it  confines 
the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to 
those  leases,  *  tvho  got  not  the  benefit  of 
'  the  former  commission,  and  have  not  the 
'  fuH  quantity  of  eight  chalders  of  victual, 
'  or  800  merks,  according  to  the  tenour  of 
'  the  Acts  of  PsU'liament  made  in  anno 
'  1633/ — ^The  oiily  other  cases  submitted 
to  the  cognizance  of  this  commission, 
where  previous  augmentations  had  taken 
place,  were  those  where  there  existed, 
proofs  of  aglreement  betwixt  the  minister 
^d  bin  heritors^  or  tvhiere  the  parish  mi- 
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nister  had  been  defrauded  by  the  interfe^ 
r«ice  of  the  prelates. — ^The  act  1641  fur- 
ther shews,  that  the  landholder  was  deem- 
ed to  have  acquired  a  real  right  to  that 
which  he  had  purchased,  by  cautiously 
avoiding,  under  any  eircumstances,  sub-* 
jecting  his  property  to  further  demands. — 
But  it  is  not  the  phraseology  of  the  act 
1633 ;  it  is  not  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
king's  intention  and  of  the  tenour  of  bis 
decreets  arbitral ;  it  is  not  hia  majesty's 
declaration  of  his  sense  of  what  had  been 
done ;  it  is  not  the  clear  coincidence  in 
opinion  of  the  clergy  themselves  in  their 
report* in  the  year  1636;  nor  even  the 
commentary  afforded  by  the  rescinded 
act  164l>  upon  which  I  rely  in  giving  a 
decided  opinion  on  the  meaning  of  the  act 
1 633.  The  reports  of  the  decisions  of  thd 
commission  appointed  under  this  rescinded 
act,  support  this  interpretation  of  the  act  of 
parliament  in  the  strongest  manner.  In 
the  acts  and  practicks  of  the  commission 
1642,  there  are  three  decisions  reported  up- 
on very  difierent  points,  but  none  of  which 
cap  in  common  sense,  be  reconciled  to 
any  other  view  of  the  law,  than  that  which 
I  have  given  to  your  Idps — ^Theacts  1633 
and  1641,  it  will  be  recollected,  ordered 
the  commissioners  to  set  aside,  after  the  va- 
luation of  the  tithe,  a  constant  local  stipend 
for  the  clergyman,  and  then  gave  to  the 
landholder  the  right  of  purchasing  the  re- 
mainder hi  nine  years  purchase.  It  ap- 
pears that  there  came  before  the  commis- 
sion a  case,  wherein  it  was  disputed,  whe- 
ther the  landholder  could  purchase  his 
tithe  before  the  piinister  got  a  stipend  ; 
and  it  was  decided,  (earl  of  Haddington 
against  Bearibrd)  that  the  heritor  may  buy 
his  teinds,  although  the  kirk  be  not  pro- 
vided, if  he  be  content  to  undergo  the  pro- 
portionable part  of  the  augmentation, 
when  it  shall  be  granted,  notwithstanding 
the  right  he  had  acquired  by  purchase, 
clearly  shewing,  that  in  this  case  the 
landholder  was  to  be  subjected  (o  an  obli- 
gation after  purchase,  to  pay  the  augmen- 
tation; an  obligation,  ^which  it  is  never 
alleged,  existed  in  any  conveyance  from 
the  titular  to  the  landholder  of*^  tithe,  sub- 
sequent to  an  augmentation  having  been 
granted. — ^There  is  another  decision  of 
the  same  day,  in  the  case  of  Erskine 
against  Ker,  and  the  minister  of  Lecropt ; 
it  is  there  found,  that  the  titular  is  not  ob- 
liged to  augment  the  minister's  stipend  if 
it  was'  augmented  by  the  last  commission) 
by  agreement  betwixt  the  titular  and  the 
minister^  provided  it  proceeded  byway 


of  reference  from  the  lords  commi^ionen^ 
to  any  of  their  number  to  sanction  tha 
agreement  with  the. parties:  now  it  .it 
cleair  that  nothing  can  bear  more  strictly 
on  the  point  than  this  decision.  In  truth, 
it  shews  that  the  commission  under  tho 
act  1641  could  not  in  their  opinion  re« 
augment  a  living,  even  supposing  it  was 
proved  that  collusion  had  takep  place  be- 
tween the  parties,  provided  the  commis- 
sioners acting  under  the  former  conunissicxa 
had  sanctioned  the  result  of  that  collusive 
agreement :  how  much  more  strongly, 
therefore,  must  they  have  felt  themselves 
obliged  to  reject  a  claim  where  a  decision 
had  been  pronounced  by  the  commis- 
sion after  due  and  full  examination  of  the 
case  ?-^There  is  also  a  report  of  a  decision 
of  Feb.  22,  1643,  which  goes  to  confina 
the  same  interpretation:  in  the  case  of 
Forgandenny  it  is  found, '  that  the  kirks 
'  provided  by  the  former  commission,  if 
'  they  be  bishop's  kirks,  and  provided 
'  within  800  merks,  or  eight  chalders  of 
'  victual,  that  by  the  act  of  parliament  they 
'  have  power  to  provide  them  further*—^ 
clearly  shewing  that  the  sense  of  the 
court  was,  that  no  addition  could  be  made 
to  the  stipend  of  a  kirk,  if  it  were  not  a 
bishop's  kirk,  and  if  it  had  not  less  than 
800  merks,  or  otherwise  fell  under  some 
one  or  other  of  the  exceptions  of  the  act 
1041. — ^That  the  legislature  meant,  by 
the  act  1633,  to  give  to  the  landholder  a 
cleai-  right,  at  the  rate  of  nine  years  pur- 
chase, to  the  full  possession  of  the  tithe 
conveyed  after  a  provision  given  for  the 
clergyman,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  his  property  had  been 
held  '  cum  decimis  inclusis,'  does  not  even 
rest  upon  all  this  body  of  evidence,  which 
I  have  tak*en  the  liberty  to  detail :  a  strong 
corroboration  is  derived  from  the  act  of 
the  year  1 690,  chap,  xxiii.  This  act  con- 
veys to  the  patron  of  the  parish  all  the 
parsonage  tithes  not  heretably  disponed^ 
which  it  subjects  generally,  not  only  te 
past  but  future  augmentation  of  stipend  : 
it  obliges  the  patron,  as  the  act  1633  had 
obliged  the  titular,  to  sell  the  parsonage 
tithes  thus  acquired  to  the  landholder : — 
but  they  were  to  be  conveyed  under  the 
obligation  on  which  they  were  held ;  i.  e. 
subject  to  future  augmentations.  Had 
they  been  conveyed,  released  from  all 
such  burden,  the  fair  price  must  have  much 
exceeded  nifte  years  purchase  as  fixed  in 
11633.  The  interest  of  money  had  be^n 
reduced  by  sm  act  of  the  legislatere  to 
sis  per  ceot.  ia  1§01.    It  was  reduced  in 
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•tpieeii  Anne's  time  to  five.  The  value  of 
a  quit-rent  in  the  year.  1690,  therefore. 
Blast  have  greatly  exceeded  nine  years 
purchase,  but  in  consideration  that  those 
tithes  were  to  be  subjected  to  future  aug- 
mentations, the  act  fixes  their  value  at  six 
years  purchase,  which  on  principle,  as  the 
market  rate  of  interest  of  money  was 
then  at  five,  and  in  1633,  at  ten,  mast 
have  induced  the  legislature'  in  1633,  if 
the  tithe  had  been  to  have  been  convey^ 
to  the  landholder  subject  (o  the  same  bur- 
den, to  have  fixed  the  value  at  three  years 
purchase  instead  of  nine. — In  opposition 
to  all  this  body  of  evidence,  tending  to 
explain  the  real  meaning  of  the  Act  1633, 
on  consulting  my  notes,  I  can  only  find 
two  circumstances  which  have  been*  urged 
by  the  Respondents  that  appear  to  me  to 
bear  upon  :  the  question. — ^First,  it  has 
been  said,  that  the  act  1633  could  not 
have  been  understood  as  an  ultimate  set- 
tlement of  the  stipend  of  the  clergy,  be- 
cause, by  the  act  1641,  a  power  is  given 
to  gr^t  a  further  augmentation ;  and  the 
ground  upon  which  this  proposition  was 
submitted  to  your  Idps,  is,  that  in  the 
year  1633  there  were  general  powers 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  go  below 
&e  minimum,  and  that  in  this  act  they  are 
only  empowered  to  go  below  the  minimum 
in  special  cases,  which  was  a  provision 
more  favourable  for  the  clergy.  To  this 
circumstance,  however,  I  can  give  no 
weight;  nothing  has  been  brought  to 
shew,  that  this  is  not  in  itself  a  specifica- 
tion .of  those  very  cases,  and  of  the  whole 
ot  them,  with  regard  to  which  the  excep- 
tion had  been  made  in  general  terms  in 
the  year  1633  :  on  the  contrary,  from  the 
respect  paid  to  the  act  1633,  by  the  whole 
tenour  of  the  act  1641,  the  presumption 
arises  that  it  was  only  a  specific  enume- 
ration of  the  cases  understood  to  be  ge- 
nerally, alluded  to  in  the  act  1633. — Se* 
condly,  it  is  said,  that  the  rescinded  act 
1649  is  also  more  favourable  to  the  clergy 
than  the  act  1633  ;  and  this  observation  is 
grounded  on  the  c  ire  urns tance,^  that  in  the 
act  1633,  where  victual  cannot  be  given 
to  the  clergyman,  the  conversion  is  set- 
tled at  the  rate  of  100  merks  for  a  chalder 
of  victual,  whereas  by  the  act  1649,  it  was 
settled  at  a.  sum  between  lOP  merks  and 
100  punds:  if,  however,  this  act  is  con- 
sulted, it  will  be  seen  that  it  in  noway  re- 
lates to  ^churches  which  «had  antecedently 
received  an  augmentation  under  any  for* 
mer  commission;  and  that  it  alludes  alone 
to  churches  which  had  not  been  aug- 


mented :  indeed,  the  words  of  that  act  re- 
cite, and  specially  regard  the  provisions 
of  the  act  1 633,  as  a  conclusive  settlement. 
To  these  objections,  therefore,  I  can  at- 
tach no  importance. — ^I  have  now  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  I  have  formed  a  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  act  1633  gave  to 
the  landholder  a  clear  right  to  his  tithes^ 
after  a  due  provision  to  the  clergyman  be- 
ing once  modified,  unburdened  with  any 
fiiture  obligation  to  provide  increased  sti- 
pends; and  I  have  in  vain  looked  for  any 
enactment  in  the  acts  of  the  23d  and  30th  of 
the  year  1 690,  and  the  24th  of  the  year  1 693, 
the  other  acts  referred  to  the  act  1707, 
which  interfere  with  or  invalida.te  the  right 
so  conferred. — ^With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  how  hi  the  act  1633,  or  the  other 
acts  of  parliament  referred  to  in  the  act 
1707,  bars  the  clergy  from  obtaining  more 
,than  one  augmentation,  provided  that  aug< 
mentation  had  not  been  obtained  by  collu- 
sion, or  is  not  below  the  minimum ;  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  if  the  proposition  I 
have  endeavoured  to  establish,  viz.  that  the 
act  1633,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  tythes  be- 
longing to  the  titular,  and  to  tythes  be- 
longing to  the  bishop,  gave  a  complete 
right  to  what  remained,  afUr  the  stipend 
was  once  modified,,  is  well-founded,  it 
flows  as  a  corollary  that  no  subsequent 
augmentation  could  be  granted.^ — ^In  rela- 
tion to  the  parsonage  tythe,  sold  under  the 
act  1690,  I  own  that  is  the  subject  on 
which,  fi*om  the  discussion  at  the  bar,  I 
think  your  Idps  have  received  the  least 
satisfactory  information:  in  this  case, 
however,  you  are  relieved  from  all  consi- 
deration of  the  tythe  thus  circumstanced, 
as  it  is  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the 
tythe  out  of  which  this  augmentation  is 
claimed  is  tythe  conveyed  from  the  titular, 
in  consequence  of  a  purchase  by  the  land- 
holder, from  whom  the  appellant  derives 
his  title. — ^There  is  still  one  observation  of 
some  importance  that  arises  out  of  the  act 
1707,.  fi'om  the  use  there  made  of  the 
phrase,  "to  grant  augmentations,^' — a  term 
seemingly  copied  from  the  act  1690,  and 
which  IS  not  to  be  found  in  the  act  1633. 
It  is  the  more  necessary  to  take  this  into 
consideration,  as  it  appears  that  the  chief 
argument  on  which  the  justice  clerk,  and 
some  of  the  other  judges,  rest  their  opi- 
nion, is  derived  from  the  use  of  this 
phrase.  To  understand  the  import  of  it  in 
the  various  acts  of  parliament  in  which  it 
is  used,  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  in  which  this 
phrase  was  first  introduced.  It  is  first  to  be 
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found  ip  the  rescinded  act  164 1,  and  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  meaning  which  your 
Idps  must  annex  to  it,  is  apparent  when 
you  recollect  the  legislative  arrangements 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  at  the 
time  this  act  passed. — ^The  commission 
1617  and  1621  had  proceeded  to  modify 
stipends  under  enactments  that  made  500 
merks  the  minimum  that  was  to  be  allot- 
ted to  clergymen  for  their  Sustenance. 
The  commission  1633  had  acted  under  an 
act  of  parliament  which  directed  that  800 
merks  should  be  the  lowest :  if  therefore 
the  words  of  the  act  1641  had  authorized 
the  commission  only  to  appoint  constant 
local  stipends,  without  the  addition  of  the 
words,  "  and  grant  augmentations,**  it 
would  have  precluded  that  commission 
from  taking  under  consideration  the  case 
of  those  ministers  who  had  obtained  500 
merks  under  the  commission  1617  and 
1 621 ;  and  who  had  now  a  right  to  require 
that  their  stipends  should  be  increased  to 
SOO  merks,  the  stipulated  minimum,  imder 
the  formal  agreen^ent  sanctioned  by  the 
act  1633.— The  act  1641,  your  Idps  will 
recollect,  was  done  away  at  the  restora- 
tion ;  and  the  act  1661,  which  was  passed 
at  that  time,  contains  the  same  powers  to 
grant  augmentations,  obviously  for  the 
purpose  of  including  the  case  of  clergy- 
inen,  whose  stipends  had  been  modified 
under  the  acts  1617  and  1621. — Such  are 
the  grounds  on  which  I  cahnot  help  form- 
ing a  decided  opinion,  that  the  act  1707 
gave  to  the  court  of  session  powers  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  stipend,  and  to  augment 
the  livings  of  those  who  were  provided 
with  stipends  under  800  merks,  by  the 
commissions  1617  and  1621,  or  to  grant 
augmentations  in  parishes,  where  by  col- 
lusion the  stipends  had  been  fixed  at  a  sum 
under  the  minimum ;  but  no  power 
whatever  to  review  the  decisions  of  former 
commissions,  or  their  own  decisions,  where 
a  stipend  above  the  mhiimnm  had  been 
provided. — On  the  subject  of  the  practice 
of  the  court  subsequent  to  the  union,  there 
has  been  produced  no  direct  evidence,  to 
shew  that  the  court  for  a  length  of  time 
did  not  proceed  on  the  idea,  that  this  was 
the  nature  of  the  power '  they  enjoyed. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  strong  reason  to 
believe  that  this  was  the  view  of  the  law 
under  which  they  acted. — President  Crai- 
gie's  evidence  certainly  tends  to  establish 
this  opinion:  he  was  examined  before  the 
house  of  commons  in  the  year  1751,  and 
there-is  in  his  evidence  the  following  re - 
«r)arkabk  passage: — *And  being  further  ex- 


amined, he  was  asked,  whether,  since  the 
union,  the  heritors  in  augmentation  suits 
have  not  been  frequently  under  difficul- 
ties in  proving  their  defences ;  that  the 
teinds  have  been  before  valued,  or  the 
stipends  before  modified,  by  reasons  that 
the   records   of   the   commissioners  of 
Teinds,    antecedent    to    the    reign    of 
Charles  2,  were  lost  by  shipwreck,  and 
those  from  that  time  to  1702,  were  con- 
sumed by  firie.*     He  answered,  "That 
they  had," — clearly  implying,  that  in  his 
opinion  a  proof  that  stipends  had  been  be- 
fore modified  under  any  commissions,  was 
a  defence  from  an  augmentation  claimed 
fi'om  the  court  of  session,  acting  under  the 
act  1707. — ^To  the  same  purport  is  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Chalmer,  father  of  an  emi- 
nent solicitor  who  practises  at  your  Idps 
bar,  who  seems  to  have  possessed  all  the 
accuracy  and  assiduity  that  distinguishes 
his  son  :  he  says,  '  That  he  had  examined 
the  records  of  all  the  decreets  of  the 
court  of  session,  since  the  union  to  the 
year  1738,  relating  to  the  augmentation 
of  ministers'  stipends ;  and  that  he  does 
not  knoV  any  instance,  or  find  any  one 
upon  record,  wherein  the  court  of  ses- 
sion have  augmented  any  living  within 
that  period  which  had  betbre  obtained  a 
decreet    of   modification.* — ^These    ex- 
pressions, it  is  apparent,  are  perfectly  ge- 
neral, applying  to  a  decreet  of  modifica- 
tion under  any  former  commission,  and 
not  confining  themselves  to  an  augmenta- 
tion granted  by  the  court  of  session  since 
the  union. — ^The  same  doctrine  is  asserted 
in  the  petition  of  the  landholders  to  tho 
house   of  commons,  which  is  signed  bjr 
president  Dundas,  and  some  other  eminent 
lawyers. — ^Indeed,  I  may  on  thiisubject  re-» 
ly  on  the  authority  of  the   clergy  them- 
selves, for  in  the  answer  to  the  third  and 
fourth  reasons  of  dissent  of  the  landholders, 
drawn  up  by  the  committee  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  1749,  there  is  to  be  found  the 
following  passage,  which  strongly  marks  a 
coincidence  of  opinion  on  their  part : — 
One  thing,  however,  we  cannot  omit  to 
observe,  that  though  by  several  2tcts  of 
parliament,  the  clergy  have  right  to  an 
augmentation,  the  lords  have  held  it  as 
a  rule,  to  augment  no  stipend  modified 
and  localled  since  the  union  although 
many  cases  occur  iri  which  such  aug* 
mentation  ought  to  have  been  granted.* 
— ^It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  meaning 
of  this  passage  must  depend  entireily  on 
the  punctuation.     It  may  mean  that  the 
lords  have  since  the  union  held  it  as  a  rule 
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to  augment  no  stipend,  antecedently  oxo- ; 
^ified  and  locallea ;  or  that  the  lords  ha?e  : 
held  it  a  rule  to  augment  no  stipend,  where 
the  decreet  of  modification  has  passed 
since  the  union ;  but  the  history  of  the 
times,  as  admitted  by  the  respondents  in 
this  case,  clearly  shews  that  it  must  have 
the   former  meaning.     It  is  here  stated, 
that  many  cases  occur  in  which  shch  aug* 
mentations  ou«ht  to  have  been  granted, 
which    is  perfectly  consistent  with   the 
former  interpretation  of  the  sentence,  but 
quite  inconsistent  with  the  latter ;  as  the 
respondents  admit  that  there  was  no  case  in 
wiiich  two  augmentations  of   the  same 
liTing  had  been  granted  since  the  union, 
previous  to  the  year  174Q,  except  the  case 
i)f  Kettle  in  the  year  1742,  and  the  word 
^  many'  never  could  have  been  applied  to 
the  single  case  of  Kettle ; .  which  case 
tunns  out,  on  examination,  to  have  been 
erroneously  referred  to,  as  it  was  a  decreet  ^ 
of  locality,  and  not  a  secoQd  augmenta-  , 
tion  that  was  given  in  the  year  1 7  42.   Thus 
the  clergy  themsel^tes  must  be  understood 
in  the  year  1749,  to  have  sanctioned  llie 
interpretation  of  the  law  Jner^  contended 
for. — ^It  certainly,  however,  appears  to  me, 
that  even  at  this  period  there  was  ^ome 
loose  idea  of  a  rule  existing,  that  the  court 
of  teinds  might  grant  one  augmentation 
in  every  parish,  and  that  they  then  con- 
sidered themselves  as  functi  officio  with 
regard  to  that  parish.    But  at  what  time 
this  rule  was  first  acted  upon,  how  or  by 
what  authority  it  was  introduced,  has  been 
explained  by  neither  party  at  the  bar. — 
On .  the  nature  of  the  rule,  the  parties 
seem  to  me  to  be  by  no  means  agreed. 
The    one  side   contends,   that  it  was   a 
rule  of  court,  that  only  one   augmen- 
tation shouild  be  gkven ;  the  other  con- 
tends, that  it  was  a  rule  of  court,  that 
they  would    only  grant    one    augment-  j 
ation.     If,  however,  i  am  right  in  stating 
that  the  court  by  the  act  1707   had  no: 
power  to  augment  in  any  case,  where  there 
liad  be^n  a  previous  deci'eet  of  modifica-  ' 
tion,  this  last  .must  have  been  the  nature ' 
of  the  rule  ;  and  indeed  it  is  so  explained  . 
by  lord  Braxfield,  and  .lord  Eskgi'ove,  in; 
the  notes  of  their  speeches  1787,  who  on , 
diat  occasion  describe  this  rule  as  a  stretch , 
made  by  the  court.    It  was,  probably, 
gradually  introduced,  and  originated  inj 
tke  ^extreme  difficulty  of  discovering  whe»  ! 
^heFrd  .parish  had  been  modified  under  the  I 
jmrliamentary  commissions  antecedent  to  | 
.the  union,  in  .consequience  of  the  loss  of' 
j}i«t4>f  tbe  xecords  ,by  shipwreck,  in  the  > 


time  of  Charles  2,  ^nd  the  destruction  of 
the  remainder  by  fiiie  in  J 702.  In  what- 
ever manner  it  originated,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  court  in  practice  ultimately  as* 
sumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  grant- 
ing in  every  c^e  one  augmentation  ;  ami 
it  IS  equally  clear  that  there  is  no  instance 
on  record,  in  which  two  ^ere  ever  granted 
till  the  case  of  Kirkden,  which  came  be*- 
fore  this  house  in  1784. — It  is  true,  the 
respondents  have  relied  on  a  list  of  no  less 
than  fifty-three  cases,  wherein  they  have 
asserted  thjsit  second  augmentations  were 
granted  previous  to  this  Kirkden  case :  on 
examination,  however,  it  appears  that  these 
are.  all  either  cases  wbicn  proceeded  09 
consent,  or  cases  where  decreets  of  loca<- 
lities  were  granted,  subsequent  to  decreets 
of  modificatio4;  and  far  from  afiTordii^gevi^ 
dence  to  support  the  proposition  for  which 
they  were  brought  forward,  ome  of  them, 
viz.  the  case  of  Marytown,  afibrds  evidence 
that  establishes  the  contrary  position  ; 
the  interlocutor  pronounced  m  this  case^ 
25th  Feb.  17^3,  is  to  the  foUowii^  effect : 
'  Having  considered  the  prepared  state  and 
'foregoing  debate,  in  reject  of  the  de« 
'  creet,  of  modification  and  locality,  anno 
*  1718,  find  the.  process  of  augmeiitation 
'  not  competent,  apd  assoilzied  the  defend- 
'ers  therefi:om,and  decern.'-^uch.was  the 
law,  and  such  appears  to  have  been  the 
practice  ^of  the  court,  when  in  the  year 
1778  the  minister  of  Kii:kden  brought  his 
action  for  an  augmentation  before  the 
court  of  session.  In  this  process,  appear- 
ance was  made  for  the Jieritors,  who  con- 
tended, that  as  the  petitioner's  predecessor 
in  office  had  obtained  a  decreet  of  aug- 
mentation in  the  year  1716,  the  court  had 
no  right  whatever  to  grant  any  further  aug- 
mentation. On  advising  the  cause,  the 
court  found  the  pursuer  barred  by  the  de- 
cree of  augmentation  1716.  A  reclaiming 
.petition  was  given  in,  and  the  court  altered 
Its  interlocutor,  declaring  that '  the  decree 
'  of  modification  in  1716,  after  giving  a 
'  proper  allowance  for  fiirnishing  commu- 
^  nion  elements,  the  stipend  thereby  mo- 
'  dified  is  within  the  minimum,  and  there- 
'  fore  find  the  pursuer  not  barred  fi'om  in- 
^  sisting  for  an  augmentation.' — ^The  he- 
ritors in  their  turn  reclaimed,  apd  the 
lords  declared  that  they  again  altered 
their  interlocutor  of  the  3d  of  March,  and 
recalled  the  directions  given  to  the  heri- 
tors on  the  16th  of  June  last,  to  swear  to 
their  rentals  in  the  usjual  form,  and  adhere 
to  their  interlocutor  of  the  1 6th  of  July 
.177,8*«-:Against  this  decJMiioa  a  petiltion  ^ 
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appeal  was  presented  to  this  hmise,  the 
terms  of  which  it  is  highly  necessary  for 
your  lordships  to  attend  to : — the  powers 
of  the  court  of  session  acting  as  a  coYnmis- 
^on  of  teind8>  are  noways  brought  under 
your  consideration  :  it  is  sta/ted,  that  'in 
'  this  process,  appearance  was  made  for 
'  the  heritors,  who  contended  that  as  the 

*  petitioner's  predecessor  in  office  had  ob- 
'  tamed  a  decreet  of  augmentation  in  the 
'  year  1716,  the  petitioner  was  thereby 
'  barred  from  insisting  in  this  present  pro- 
'cess  in  terms  of  a  resolution,'  of  the 
'  Court,    by  which   it    is  declared    that 

*  where-  any  augmentation  has  been  ob- 
'  tained  by  decreet  of  the  Court,  posterior 
'  to  the  year  1707,  that  no  new  augmen- 
'  tation  of  the  same  stipend  shall  be  grant- 
'  ed.  Parties  having  been  heard  upon 
'  this  point,  the  following  interlocutor  was 
'  passed,  that  the  pursuer  was  barred  from 
'  insisting  in  this  process,  by  the  decreet 
'  of  augmentation  1716;  and  therefore  as- 
'  soiheied  the  defendei's,  and  discharge  the 
'  action/~^8uch  is  the  statement  made  by 
the  petition  of  appeal  in  that  case,  from 
the  cases  both  of  the  appellant  and  fe*- 
0poiident,  which  by  the  law  of  Scotland 
must  be  deemed  to  form  part  of  the  re- 
cords.of  the  court.  It  distinctly  appears, 
that  this  was  the  question  argued  before 
loi;d  Thurlow,  The  appellant  specially 
states  in  the  reasons  for  reversing  judg- 
ment, that  the  respondent  cannot  bar  the 
appellant  from  insisting  in  the  present  ac- 
tion, imder  the  authority  of  a  pretended 
rule  of  court,  "by  which  they  say  it  is  de- 
clared that  no  addition  can  be  made  to  a 
stipend,  which  has  already  been  aug- 
mented by  a  decree  posterior  to  the  year 
1707  ;•  and  the  respondent  joins  issue  with 
bim  in  this  point,  by  declaring  in  the 
reasons  annexed  to  his  appeal  case,  that 

*  it  is  the  established  rule  of  court,  not  to 

*  review  or  allow  such  decrees  to  be  over- 

*  hatiled  upon  any  pretence^  where  an  aug- 

*  mentation    has  been    given  since    the 

*  union/ — ^Tbus  whilt^  the  petition  of  appeal 
plaanly  shews  that  the  judgment  of  the 
cotirt  of  session  was  arraigned,  because  it 
bad  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  the  exist- 
ence of  A  supposed  resolution  of  that  court ; 
the  cases  both  of  the  appellant  ^nd  re- 
spondent bear  evidence  that  it  was  argued 
in  this  house  on  that  ground,  and  the 
who^e  tenow  of  the  notes  of  lortl  Thw- 
\6\9*6  Speech,  in  giving  the  judgment  now 
{ytiblished  in  the  memorial  for  the  minister, 
f»roves  that  it  was  argued  and  decided 
ilpon  this pnrincidle.    'If/  saysthat noble 
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lord,  '  that  is  the  law  of  the  land,  it  must 
'  be  good  :  but,  if  only  a  principle  of  dis- 
'  cretion,  the  discretion  erected  into  a  rule 
'  is  inept;  vinless  the  law  has  furnished 
'  that  rule/  This  sentence  alone,  which 
shews  on  the  one  hand  the  law  of  the  land^ 
had  not  been  rested  upon  in  argument, 
because  in  that  event  he  never  could  have 
expressed  the  doubt  which  he  states ;  and 
on  the  other,  that  he  felt  that  just  indigna* 
tion  which  he  must  have  felt,  at  the  couri 
of  session  assuming  to  themselves  the 
power  of  making  any  rule  on  the  subject^ 
is  evidence,  that  the  judgment  reversing' 
the  interlocutor  of  the  court  of  session  m 
this  case,  decided  the  only  question  that 
was  then  before  the  house,  viz.  the  efficacy 
that '  ought  to  be  given  to  the  pretended 
rule  of  court.  It  is  against  this  rule  that 
lord  Tburlow  specially  expressed  his  in-' 
dignation ;  he  says, '  In  none  of  the  books 
'  is  there  the  smallest  trace  of  this  rule;'. 
'  and  when  the  lord  advocate  says,  the 
'  court  are  in  the  daily  practice  of  it,  he' 
'  must  mean  that  it  is  an  idea  always  afloat 
; '  in  the  minds  of  the  judges/  And  he 
conchides,  by  declaring  that  '  the  court  ' 
'  have  no  reason  in  expediency,  or  autho- 
'  rity  in  law,  to  say  they  will  not  look 
'  ittto  it.' — Into  what  ?  why,  most  cer- 
tainly, into  the  law  of  the  land,  which  iif 
the  prior  part  of  his  speech  he  had  de- 
clared could  alone  regulate  the  proceed- 
ing.— It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  say  that 
this  was  a  decision  on  the  general  point  of 
law :  there  is  the  strongest  evidence  that 
the  point  of  law  never  vras  argued  before 
this  house,  and  that  my  lord  Thurlow,  if 
he  is  supposed  to  decide  the  point  of  law» 
must  have  done  what  nobody  will  accuse 
hind  of  doing ;  i.  e.  he  mxrst  have  rashly 
decided  a  point  of  law  not  before  him,  and 
noways  aargued  or  discussed  by  the  coun- 
sel.— ^It  is  lurtber  to  be  observed,  that  lord 
Thurlow,  by  reversing  the  interlocutor*^ 
complained  of,  gave  efficacy  to  the  inter-* 
locutor  of  the  3d  of  March,  which  de-  . 
clared  that  the  stipend  modified  1716,  was 
within  the  minimum,  so  that  in  truth  the 
judgment  simply  reversing  the  interlocutor 
complained  of,  was  a  judgment  of  this 
house,  proceeding  on  the  specialties  of  the 
case.—- The  other  case,  in  which  the  court  . 
of  session  in  their  interlocutor  have  found 
that  your  Idps  decided  the  general  ques- 
tion of  law,  is  the  case  of  Tingwall,  which 
was  first  brought  into  court  in  the  year 
1785,  when  the  heritors  appear  to  have 
pleaded  in  bar  a  previous  augmentation 
granted  in  the  year  1722.  But  before  I 
2H 
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call  your  attention  to  the  decision  in  this 
case,  I  must  make  an  observation  on  the 
nature   of   the  proceedings   which   took 
place,  as  they  prove  beyond  a  possibility 
oi*  a  doubt  what  at  that  time  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  the  judgment  given  by 
the  house  of  lords  in  the  case  of  Kirkden. 
— If  this  house,  by  reversing  the  interlo- 
cutor of  the  court  of  session  in  the  case  of 
Kirkden,  had  been  understood  to  declare 
the  law,  as  is  argued  by  the  respondent, 
and  to  have  decided  the   competency  of 
that  court,  acting  under  the  act  1707,  to 
re-augment  stipends  as  long  as  the  tithe 
of  the  parish  remained  unexhausted,  could' 
there  have  been  an  argument  in  the  court 
of  session  on  the  subject,  far  less  an  unani- 
mous decision  on  the  incompetency  of  the 
court,  when  they  must  have  all  known  the 
recent  judgment  moved  by  lord  Thurlow 
in  this  house  ?    On  the  other  hand,  if  they 
were  in  the  knowledge  that  the  decision 
of  this  house  was  granted  on  that  noble 
lord's  having  arraigned  as  inept  any  reso- 
lution of  their  court,  which  barred  a  due 
^consideration  of  what  was  the  law  of  the 
land  on  the  point — ^was  it  not  natural  to 
expect,  that,  driven-  from  the  ground  be- 
hind which  they  had  for  years  entrenched 
themselves,  they  would  be  forced  to  discuss 
the  law,  which,  relying  on  the  rule,  had 
not  of  late  been  the  subject  of  their  con- 
sideration, accordingly  as  might  be  ex- 
-  pected  ?     Those  of  your  Idps  who  have 
attended  to  the  proceedings  in  this  case, 
must  recollect  that  after  a  hearing  in  pre- 
tence, and  memorials  being  given  in,  there 
took  place  a  very  learned  discussion  on 
Ihe  abstract  question  of  law,  which  ended 
in  an  unanimous  judgment  of  the  court, 
against  the  power  that  was  contended  for. 
—The  notes  of  the  judges  speeches   are 
printed  in  the  memorial  fbr  the  appellant ; 
and  though  lord  Thurlow  had,  on  the  au- 
thority jof  the  lord  advocate,  now  lord  prcr 
sident,  stated  that  the  court  was  in  daily 
practice  9f  referring  to  the  rule  which  was 
urged  as  a  bar  in  the  Kirkden  case,  not 
one  syllable  is  said  on  that  subject  through- 
out  the  speeches   then  made ;     clearly 
'proving  that  the  decision  in  the  Kirkden 
case  must  have  shut  their  mouths  on  a 
subject  to  which  on  similar  occasions  there 
is  evidence  they  had  daily  habits  of  re- 
totting. — In  this  case  of  Tingwall  there 
were  special  circumstances  in  favour  of 
the  clergyman,  on  ^  which  it  is  at  ^present 
needless  to  dwell.     Your  Idps  have  in  the 
notes  of  the  judges  speeches  on  this  cause, 
evidence^  that  when  it  came  into  the  court 
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below,  the  parties  agreed  that  the  general 
point  of  law  should  be  there  argued,  and 
that  no  specialties  should  be  founded 
upon ;  so  says  lord  Robertson,  who  was 
counsel  for  the  clergyman,  and  lord  New- 
ton \vho  acted  as  counsel  for  the  heritors  ; 
and  this  is  confirmed  by  lord  Armadale, 
.in  the  very  able  speech  be  delivered  on 
that  occasion. — ^The  interlocutor  of  the 
court  was  given  in  the  most  general  terms 
dismissing  the  process ;  and  upon  advising^ 
on  a  reclaiming  petition  from  the  minister^ 
the  court  adhei'ed : — against  this  interlo- 
cutor, an  appeal  was  presented  to  this* 
house  :  the  printed  cases  oa  this  occasion 
shew  that  the  parties,  as  in  the  court 
below,  confined  their  argument  to  the  ge- 
neral question  of  law  ;  but  the  specialties 
of  the  case  appeared  on  the  record,  and 
the  judgment  proposed  by  lord  Thurlow, 
and  adopted  by  the  house,  is  conclusive 
evidence  that  this  house  came  to  no  judg- 
ment on  the  general  point  of  law;  it  is 
clear  that  the  noble  lord,  in  the  interlocu- 
or  he  proposed  in  the  Kirkden  case,  told 
he  court  of  session,  they  should  decide 
nof  upon  their  own  rules,  but  upon  the 
law  of  the  land ;  and  it  is  equally  clear 
hat  he  meant  to  inform  them  by  this  in- 
erlocutor,  that  justice  required  they  should 
n  the  decision  of  every  case,  take  the  ac* 
ual  circumstances  into  their  considera- 
ion.  The  judgment  is  in  the  following 
erms : — '  Having  considered  the  terms  of 
the  decree  of  modification  and  augmen- 
tation, which,  as  the  libel  alleges,  was 
obtained  by  the  minister  of  the  said 
united  parishes  in  1722,  and  that  the  mi- 
nister Vvas,  in  consequence  thereof,  al- 
lowed to  possess  the  ipsa  corpora  of  the  vt)^^.*  ' 
teind  till  lately,  when  the  heritors  pro-  '.»p,*" 
ceeded  to  obtain  a  decree  of  locality :  it  «^..,  '' 
is  ordered  and  adjudged,  that  the  several  .^  ^~ 
interlocutors  complained  of  be  reversedi .-» j  ['  ' 
and  that  the  cause  be  remitted  back  to  ,  '^^  i 
the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  as  com*  /"•  '  j 
missioners  for  the  plantation  of  kirks  aad.„  ^  '•  .ij 
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valuation  of  teind,  in  order  that -.parties  ^"*' 
may  be  further  heard  upon  the  efiect  o .    ''^^f 
the  above  circumstances,  and '  upon  thu 
state  of  those  teinds  in  these  united  pa 
rishes,  without  prejudice  to  any  plea  a   "'^r 
argument  which  either  of  them  may  ad,  "'V/.^  "  ^ 
duce  ;  and  that  the  said  lords  commissi  ''  .v.  ^j"- 
oners  may  then  give  their  determinatio  '  r.;,,^    - 
'accordingly.'     This  judgment  speaks  fi  _    'W'^* 
itself:  it  is  impossible  by  any  torture.  »••. 
interplretation,  to  use  the  phrase  ascribr*  ^r, 
to  lord  Thurlow,  to  conceive  that  it  was 
decision  of  the  general  point  of  iaw. 
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your  I  dps  faad  the  evidence  of  t^e  whole 
fifkeen  judges,  that  it  was  so  considered, 
the  lehour  of  the  judgment  is  such,  that 
they  could  only  impress  upon  your  mind 
astonishment  at  the  misconception  that 
had  taken  place.  But  is  this  the  case  ? 
It  "is  true  the  justice  clerk  informs  you, 
that  this  is  his  recollection  of  what 
passed ;  that  the  lord  president  states  to 
you,    '  That    if   any    gentleman    thinks 

*  that  the  case  of  Tingwall  was  decided 

*  on  specialties,   and  not  upon  the    ge- 

*  neral  question  regarding  the  power 
«  and  duty  of  £he  court  under  the  con- 

*  struction  of  the  act  1707,  he  deceives 
'  himself;  ibr  it  is  most  certain,  the  cause 
'  was  argued  and  decided  upon  the  gene-- 
'  ral  question  alone/  These  learned  judges 
were  both  of  them  counsel  in  the  cause. 
It  is  admitted,  that  the  general  question 
of  law  was  alone  argued  from  the  bar ; 
and  it  is  natural,  that  impressed  with  a 
recollection  of  their  argument,  they 
should  at  a  distant  period  of  time  fancy 
that  the  judgment  was  founded  on  it, 
and  not  on  the  specialties  contained  in 
the  record  ;  but  what  account  did  this  very 
lord  president  ^ive  of  the  decision  at  a 
recent  period  aiter  it  took  place  ?  Lord 
Newton  tells  you,  that  so  far  was  the 
judgment  of  the  house  of  lords  from  be- 
ing considered  as  a  decision  on  the  ge-^ 
neral  merits,  that  he  was  '  informed  by  a 
'  right  honourable  counsel,  who  pleaded 
'  the  cause  in  the  house  of  lords,  on  the 
'  part  ef  the  heritors  (meaning  the  lord 

*  president),  that  it  would  require  no  fewer 

*  than  three  appeals,  iu  cases  which  stood 

*  in  different  circumstances  from  one  ano- 
'  ther>  to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  general 
'  point  at  issue,'  clearly  shewing  that  the 
impression  on  his  mind  at  that  time,  was 
accurate  with  regard  to  the  decision  of 
the  house  of  lords ;  i.  e.  that  the  decision 
was  what  the  words  in  which  it  was  con- 
veyed prove  it  must  have  been,  a  judg- 
ment dictated  by  a  consideration  of  the 
specialties  of  the  case. — ^From- these  de- 
tails, it  must  appear  evident  to  your  Idps, 
that  the  only  decision  ever  given  on  the 
general  point  of  law,  concerning  the  com- 
petency *of  the  court  to  reaugment,.  was 
the  unanimous  decision  pronounced  in  the 
Tingwall  case,  by  the  court  of  session 
itself.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  that 
your  Idps  can  affirm  an  interlocutor, 
which  states  you  to  have  decided  in  two 
cases  a  point  of  law,  on  which  certainly 
you  never  pronounced  any  decision. — If, 
Ihe^fore^  I  caiiaot  agree  to  the  justice  of 


I  that  view  of  the  law,  which  lays  down  that 
I  the  court,  under  the  act  1707.  had  power 
to  reaugment  out  of  tithes  sold  by  the 
titular  to  the  landholder,  till  they  were 
completely  exhausted  :  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  impossible  to  accede  to  the  fact 
stated  in  this  interlocutor,  that  this  house 
had  recognised  such  an  interpretation  of 
the  statute,  by  a  judgment  which  it  never 
gave. — ^In  the  course  of  the  pleadings,  your 
Idps  have  had  various  quotations  from 
Forbes  oh  Tithes;  from  sir  G.  Mackenzie's 
Observations  on  the  Statutes,  from  lord 
Bankton,  and  from  the  Institutes  of  Mr. 
Erskine.  With  respect  to  most  of  the 
passages  which  have  been  relied  upon, 
when  examined,  they  are  mere  affirma- 
tions of  a  proposition  never  contested, 
that  the  tithe  of  the  landholder  in  all  pa- 
rishes not  modified,  is  subject  to.  such  pro- 
vision for  the  clergy,  as  the  court  acting 
as  a  commission  shall  appoint. — In  Mr. 
Erskine's  works  undoubtedly  there  is  a 
passage,  which  can  alone  be  considered 
as  maintaininff  the  opini-on,  which  the  in- 
terlocutor under  ^'eview  has*  expressed ; 
but,  whatever  weight  may  be  due  to  the 
authority  of  any  law-writer,  when  the 
statutes  themselves  are  clear,  and  the 
meaning  of  their  enactments  unquestion- 
able, it  is  impossible  that  any  authority 
can  be  relied  on,  to  do  away  that  which 
the  lesrislature  has  so  distinctly  declared, 
and  which  the  court  had  confirmed  by 
their  judgments  immediately  after  passing 
the  act. — ^Your  Idps  have  been  told,  that 
in  this  case  you  have  the  advantage  of  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  corrected  by  them- 
selves ;  I  have  had  already  occasion  Ho 
mention  the  opinion  delivered  by  lord 
Armadale^  in  the  manner  which  I  think 
it  merits  ;  but  I  must  conceive  it  to  be  an 
exercise  of  charity,  not  to  animadvert  on 
many  of  the  opinions  that  have  been 
printed.  They  are  in  truth  defences  urged 
by  the  judges  for  their  own  conduct,  which 
they  might  have  made,  without  reading 
the  learned  arguments  in  this  cause,  which 
have  done  credit  and  honour  to  those  who 
framed  them. — winsome  of  the  opinions,  the 
learned  judges  have  assunled  the  charac- 
ter of  witnesses,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  in  that  capacity  their  recollection  of 
the  facts  appears  to  me  as  remarkable  for 
inaccuracy,  as  their  legal  arguments  are 
for  want  of  research  and  investigation,  on 
a  subject  which  did  demand  their  utmost 
attention. — ^There  is  now  only  one  impor- 
tant pojnt  to  consider  :  certain  it  is,  that 
founding  on  this  misconception  and  mis^ 
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representation  of  the  decUtons  of  your 
Idps  house,  the  court  of  session  have  now 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  in  no  fewer  than 
800  cases,  augmented  stipends,  many  of 
\rhich  augmentations,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  misconception  of  the  law,  would  not 
have  been  granted.  But  it  is  impossible 
that  any  series  of  decisions,  where  the  law 
was  never  controverted  ;  where  from  Uie 
silence  of  the  heritors  you  have  a  right  to 
8«pj[)ose  that  they  waived  the  defence 
which  the  law  authorized  ;  can  have  the 
efiect  of  altering  what  is  the  clear  and  un- 
doubted law  of  the  land — In  the  co^irse 
of  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  various 
eases  of  second  augmentations  proceeding 
with  the  consent  ot  the  heritors,  have  been 
stated  to  your  Idps.  Auchendoire,  Eden- 
kellie,  at  a  very  early  period,  afford  in- 
stances.of  this  nature  ;  and  in  the  case  of 
Lochcarron  in  17^8,  a  reau^mentation  is 
especially  given  in  respect  of  the  heritors* 
«onsent ;  but  in  the  pleadings  in  the  case 
of  Kirkden  or  Tingwall,  in  the  opinions' 
of  the  judges  delivered  in  this  last  case, 
BO  allusion  is  made  to  precedents  such  as 
these,  which,  from  the  circumstance  of 
consent,  must  have  been  deemed  inap- 
plicable :  if  a  decision  is  given  in  one  in- 
stance, the  court  may  proceed,  without 
inquiry,  to  act  on  the  same  principle  in 
five  hundred  cases :  it  is  only  when  the 
point  is  argued  and  fully  canvassed,  when 
the  attention  of  the  judges  is  called  to  it 
Vy  the  parties,  that  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reviewing  and  reconsidering 
their  judgment ;  and  on  this  subject  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  session  itself ; 
fc^  though  betwixt  the  decision  of  the 
Kirkden  a»d  Tingwa^i  cases  there  were  no 
less  than  twenty  cases  decided,  without' 
the  heritors  arguing  the  legal  defence, 
yet  in  the  pleadings  this  circumstance  is 
unnoticed,  and  it  did  not  prevent  the 
judges  from  coming  to  a  unanimous  deci- 
sion, that  the  court  had  no  right  to  re- 
augment,  which  is  the  only  decision  on  the 
general  point  of  law  that  ever  was  ^iven^ 
either  in  that  court  or  in  your  Idps/  house. 
—If  I  had  any  doubts,  whether  those  de- 
cisions in  which  the  general  question  of 
law  never  has  been  argued,  ought  to 
weigh  with  your  Idps  in  the  case  you  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  ;  I  shoukl  be 
Telieved  both  by  the  numerous  authorities 
of  writers  on  this  subject  in  the  law  <yf 
England,  and  from  the  decided  opinions 
given  on  this  .point,  iio  longer  ago  than 
last  night,  in  your  Idps'  house  ;  when  it 
waa  dearly  laid  down,  that  though  itbe 


judgment  of  a  jcourt  48  liie  most  f«spect<' 
able  authority  for  wiiat  was  the  xeceived 
sense  of  the  law  at  the  time  it  was  giViCB  ^ 
no  senes  of  decisidtns  jever  can  do  away^ 
the  will  of  the  iegiriatuce  dearly  cocpcewr 
ed.-^In  submitting  to  your  Idps  the  pcor 
priety  of  reversing  this  interlocutor,  I  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  thinking  that,  if  I  peer 
vail,  your  Idps'  flecision  wiii  convey  » 
mere  declaifttion  of  ypur  sense  of  the  law^ 
without  in  any  degree  ^flfecting  the  inter- 
est of  any  of -the  parties.  Your  Idps  have 
heard  a  great  deal  from -the  respondeat, 
(^the  confusion  that  wjsuld  be  created  from 
this  circumstance :  1  do  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  this  can  have  no  weight  with 
you,  in  regulating  your  judgment.  Even 
if  the  mischief  was  to  be  as  extensive  as 
it  is  represented,  it  might  be  a  serious 
subject  for  your  MPs'  oonsi^cation  in 
your  legislative  ics^acity  ;  but,  aetii^  in 
yom*  judicial  capacity,  it  is  a  view  of  the 
question  which  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
your  minds.  In  tnith,  how«ver;  ii;  is  a 
smaU  portion  of  the  ei^t  hundred  cases 
of  augmentation  granted  noder  this  eiror 
neous  view  of  the  law,  that  could  fae 
affected  by  this  decision :  those  augment** 
ed  within  these  five  years,  are  the  only 
cases  which,  in  consequenceof  your  judg- 
ment, would  be  liable  to  be  .questioned. — 
No  one  can  be  more  sensible  .'than  I  am, 
that  in  these  cases  the  interposition  of  the 
legisiatare  is  necessary :  that  an  act  of  the 
legislature  must  be  passed  regulating  4ihe 
granting  of  augmentations  to  the  clergy  of 
Scotland,  is  a  proposition  generaldy  ac- 
ceded to,  and  tiothing  c^  be  inore  easy 
than  the  introduction  of  a  dause,  quieting 
those  in  the  possessing  of  their  augmenta- 
tions, who  hav^  obtained  them  within  the 
last  five  years.— <-I  think  it  fortunate  too, 
that  the  interest  of  the  clergyman,  the 
respondent  at  your  Idps'  bar,  cannot  be 
materially  injured.  It  is  more  than  £f)»ea 
years  since  he  obtained  his  last  augmen- 
tation ;  and  though  it  may  not  be  regular 
to  allude  to  any  intended  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, stiil  it  is  per£ec1>ly  known  to  the  pub- 
lic, that  the  legislative  measure,  which 
may  probably  be  adopted,  will  not  pre- 
clude this  revopend  genUeman  from  im^ 
mediately  >ooming  before  the  >couiit,  to  ob« 
tain  that*  augmentation  for  .which  he  is  si 
suitor  at  your  bar.-^It  now  only  remains 
for  me  to  apolo^ze  to  your  kips  for  hav^ 
ing  so  long  occupied  your  attention ;  and 
to  vead  the  judgment  which  ijiaturaliy 
flows  from  the  principles  I  have  endear 
if^ur«d  to  establish :  '<  in  respect  it  appeavs 
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to  ttiis  hou3e>  ihat;,  by  tlie  ^€t  17P7,  c.  9, 
00  powers  are  g«y«n  tp  tbe  court  of  session^ 
a3  »  oojiwaiosion  of  teinds^  for  augmenting 
or  modifying  stipends  out  of  teind3  held 
by  the  titular  juader  an  heritable  rigl^,  or 
purchased  from  the  titulai*  by  the  heritors 
in  terms  of  the  decreet  arbitral  of  Charles 
I,  confirmed  by  parlisgoaeot^  others  tha^ 
those  given  to  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  act  lQ3$,c.l9;  9nd  that  the  ^eii 
commissioners^  under  th^  act  laus^  meo-' 
tioned,  had  no  ppwers  out  of  teinds  of  Ish^ 
above  description^  to  ai:(gmient  any  stipead 
which  had  once  been  modified  by  the^m  or 
by  any  fi)rxner  commission,  and  Hi  m>t 
fall  short  of  eight  bundrjeid  merks ;  .aa4  '^ 
respect  it  further  appears,  oa  examination 
of  the  records  of  this  hov&e,  that  no  judg- 
ment was  pronounced  by  tiiis  house,  de- 
claring the  powers  of  the  court  of  session 
to  reaugment  stipends,  and  review  the  de- 
crees of  augnxentation  pronounced  by  them- 
lelves  or  by  former  commissioners,  as  is 
found  by  the  interlocutor  complained  of; 
thcffefore,  it  being  admitted  that  the  sti- 
pend of  thejeapo&dent  wasjuod^fied  and 
augmented  iju  179S,  and  that  the  tythes 
of  the  appellant  are  tythes  acquired  by 
purchase  from  the  titular ;  it  is  ordered 
and  adjudged  that  t^e  injterjocutor  qcMEn- 
plained  of  be  reversed." 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  at  coaaiderable 
length,  contended,  that  Ijbe  usage  upon 
this  poini^  in  favour  of  a  second  ^lu^nen- 
tation,  ought  not  to  be  disturbed,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  interlocutor  ought  to 
be  affirmed  with  some  alteration. — ^After  a 
few  observations  in  reply  from  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  the  motion  was  negatived,  and 
the  interlocutor  of  .the  Court  of  Session 
d£naed. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  20. 

[Ms.  pALM£^'s  Claii^.]  Tbd  house 
having  resolved  iliself  into  a  committee, 
Mr.  Fuller  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Lelhbridoe  moyed,  "  That  the  chair- 
znan  be  directed  jbo  niove  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to«ecave  to  Mr.  Paltmier  his  future 
periceiaitage.on  the  ^et  encreased  Sevenue 
pf  the  P^t  Gfiioe,  «oco>iding  to  the  pro- 
i^isions  of  his  Appoijalwent  in  1789.'' 

Hr.  Banket  wished  to  knf^w  from  the 
Jbon.  gCAt.  whether  the  pr^^se^  Bill  was  .to 
embrace  all  the  compensation  ?  If  it  was 
noit  fio,  he  confessed  he  should  he  dis^ 
loosed  to  object  to  aay  plaa  that  would 
%dkfi  £com  ifae  9t)i]Br  b»m^  it»  fisk^  <itf ;^^- 


fereace ;  for  if  this  was  not  to  ^  th^ 
only  uaeasure,  ^nd  if  another  w^s  to  hp 
comprehended  in  a  mere  Grant  of  tha^ 
house,  the  other  bi-anch  •f  t;b^  legist^* 
ture  would  be,  he  thought,  unfairly 
deprived  yf  their  right  of  decidijog  upoi| 
the  merits  of  that  Agreement,  He  waf 
of  opinion,  therefi>ne,  tha;t  it  would  h4 
de;sirable  th^t  tl^e  entire  amount  of  Mr. 
Paliner's  Clain^  should  not  .be  divided^ 
but  cpmprehe^ded  m,  opie  bilK  H/^ 
ivished  .to  know  firom  the  b9n.  gent,  how 
far  he  conojurred  with  him  in  the  view  1^ 
had  taken  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lefhbridge  cepUed,  that  it  cert^Iy 
was  not  his  intention  to  incorporate  th« 
arxears  due  to  M^**  Palmer  with  thp  granf 
of  per-ceriot^ge,  to  be  authQrji;ied  by  t^^ 
Bill  for  which  he  had  moved-  He  cqut 
ceived,  that  the  proper  way  pf  providing 
for  the  arrears  of  the  per-centage  woulii 
be  by  a  vote  of  the  house  in  thec^mmitl^ 
of  supply. 

Mr.  Bankes  wished  to  know  o^  of  wha^ 
fimd  it  was  proposed  to  take  these  arrears. 

Mr.  Lethbrid^ replied,  that  tji^atwoiU^ 
be  for  the  house  itself  to  determine  whenr 
ev^r  it  ^hojuld  regularly  icome  bef<^e  it; 
but  if  he  nikigbt  ha^ar4  a  coiijectur^,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  thipjk,  that  the  Post 
OfBce  Revenues,  whid^^h^^d  bf^^  fio^^onsi- 
derably  benefited  by  Mr.  Paliqi^'s  inveur 
tio^,  woi^ld  he  the  fittest  source  to  draw 
upon,  for  whate,ver  further  compen^atioii 
it  might  be  .deemed  necessiE^ry  ip  rem^ner 
rate  him  with. 

Mr.  Bankes  tbfin  said,  that  ceri^n^y  ^f 
the  house  still  ^con^dered  the  origina) 
Agreement  as  valid  and  biadiiig,  the  Ar- 
rears could  only  be  taken  out  o^  th^  re-p 
venue  :  now,  that  revenue  vviis  yeai*ly<^^r 
ried  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  there- 
fore out  of  that  fund  Uie  arrears  .ijnust  in 
fact  be  taken.  Buit  he  believed  jthat  tha^ 
could  only  be  done  by  an  ?ct  of  parliar 
ment»  and  not  by  a  ^frpte  of  the  bouse.  IIm 
mighj;  quote  vg^ai»y  precedents  in  supper^ 
Ojf  this  opinion,  and  indeed  there  was  even 
one  in  the  present  session,  naively,  this 
pension  to  lord  Lake,  which  was  granted 
both  re<,rofipecUvely  and  prospeotivie^y, 
stnd  part  of  which  was  in  fact  fpr  t)ie  pay- 
ment of  a  d^bt  or  arrears. from  1803. 
This  mode;  then,  was  not  only  supported 
by  precedent,  but  was  also  important  i^ 
anotheir  point  of  vievy,  as  ^Hording  {the 
other  house  of  parliamemt^  possessed  ^cp,- 
ordinate  powers,  an  opportunity  o£  inve^^ 
tjigating  the  wiiole  Clai^is  of  M/.  Pahnefv 
and  ,t|ius  f ^viewing  ^h^  jK^hjec^  and  pei> 
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haps  correcting  the  opinions  of  this  house. 
This  he  conceived  was  much  preferable  to 
a  simple  vote  of  the  Arrears  in  this  house ; 
and  upon  looking  back  to  the  Journals,  be 
had  obsei*ved  that  the  lords  >  had  in  a  vari- 
ety of  instances  corrected  the  loo  profuse 
liberality  of  the  commons  in  granting  to 
individuals  on  the  score  of  discoveries. 
Jlere  the  hon.  member  mentioned  several 
instances  of  this  sort,  and  concluded  by 
moving,  that  the  word  "  future*'  be  left 
out  in  the  motion,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  whole  Claims  submitted  to  the 
lords. 

Mr.  Marryat  opposed  the  remuneration 
altogether.  He  thought  Mr.  Palmer,  by 
his  own  misconduct,  had  violated  the 
principles  of  his  Agreement,  and  forfeited 
his  claim  to  the  remuneration.  Justice 
was  always  represented  with  a  scale  in  one 
hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other.  He  never 
could  divest  that  goddess  of  her  attributes, 
or  think  that  reward  should  take  the  place 
of  punishment. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  committee  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared. 

For  the  original  Motion        -     -     63 
For  Mr.  Bankes's  Amendment  -     21 

Majority  for  the  original  Motion — 42 
While  strangers  were  excluded,  we  un- 
derstand the  Speaker,  in  a  short  but  im- 
Sressive  speech,  supported  the  claims  of 
Ir.  Palmer  with  his  wonted  precision  and 
abi  1  ity .  On  the  re-  ad  mission  of  strangers, 
Mr.  ruller,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
put  from  the  chair  the  original  resolution, 
moved  by  Mr.  Lethbridge,  which  was 
agreed  to  ;  and  on  the  house  being  re- 
sumed, Mr.  Fuller  moved  and  obuined 
leave  to  bring  in  the  said  Bill. 

[Expedition  TO  THE  Dardanelles.]  Mr» 
Taylor  rose  to  move  his  promised  Resolu- 
tions respecting  the  Expedition  to  the 
Dardanelles,  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
his  speech  was  delivered,  ^it  was  impos- 
sible, with  the  utmost  attention,  to  catch 
more  of  it  than  suffices  for  a  mere  sum- 
mary. He  began  by  observing,  that  from 
the  public  notice  which  this  Expedition, 
with  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  had  excited,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
inquiry  should  be  instituted  concerning  it, 
a  thing  equally  due  to  those  who  had  plan- 
ned it,  and  those  to  whom  the  execution 
had  been  entrusted.  He  stated,  that  be- 
fore he  had  seen  these  Papers,  he  was  ra- 
ther inclined  to  think  ^vourably  at  least 
of  the  object  of  the  expedition;  but  he - 
was  now  of  opinion  that  it  was  founded 


I  neither  in  justice  nor  policy.  In  order  to 
prove  the  injustice  of  the  Expedition,  Jie 
entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  connection  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  Porte,  and  said,  that  the  only 
ground  we  had  for  interference,  was,  the 
treaties  of  1798,  between  Russia,  England^ 
and  the  Porte,  the  obli station  of  which 
treaties  had  become  void  by  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  after  which  any  right  we  or  the 
Russians  had  to  sail  in  the  Turkish  seas 
ceased.  The  Russians  had  only  acquired 
a  right  to  pass  from  the  Black  Sea  in  single 
ships,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  supplies 
into  the  Ionian  republic,  which  right  was 
to  be  at  an  end  when  that  republic  should 
be  settled,  and  it  did  end  when  the  whole 
fell  into  the  power  of  Buonaparte  ;  and  he 
contended,  that  our  negociations  to  recon- 
cile the  Porte  and  Russia,  oughtto  have  been 
carried  on  at  Petersburg,  rather  than  at  Con- 
stantinople, the  Russians  having  been  the 
aggressors.  The  hon.  gent,  then  proceeded 
to  consider  the  policy  t>f  the  Expedition, 
and  maintained  that  it  was  extremely  un- 
wise, for  any  trifling  object^  to  alienate 
from  us  the  minds  Of  the  Turks,  who  had 
been  extremely  well  disposed  to  us.  In 
order  to  prove  that  this  was  the  case,  he 
read  a  variety  of  documents,  proving  the 
favourable  disposition  of  the  Turks,  Ma- 
malukes,  a!nd  Arabs,  in  Egypt,  and  through- 
out the  Ottoman  empire ;  observing  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  persons  at  the 
head  of  the  Turkish  government  were  no 
less  favourably  disposed  towards  us  than 
the  people.  He  also  found  fault  with  the 
way  in  which  the  orders  for  the  execution 
of  this  enterprize  had  been  an'anged.  By 
passing  the  Dardanelles,  which  we  had  no 
right  to  do,  we  had  commenced  hostilities 
before  negotiation.  The  ambassador  had 
been  unwisely  trusted  with  too  much  dis- 
cretionary power.  The  attack  on  the 
Turkish  ships  was  an  useless  object ;  the 
number  of  ships  was  not  equal  to  the  en- 
terprize ;  and  lord  Collingwood  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  choose  any  officer 
he  pleased,  to  conduct  the  Expedition. 
With  respect  to  the  expedition  to  Alexan- 
dria, he  had  not  been  able  to  see  its  object 
and  policy,  and  it  had  been  so  mismanaged 
as  to  bring  dishonour  upon  the  British 
arms.  The  hon.  gent,  read  a  variety"  of 
documents  in  support  of  his  argument,  and 
concluded  by  moving  four  Resolutions, 
the  first  of  which  was  as  follows,  viz. 
"  That  his  majesty's  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  J.  Duckworth,  appeared  in  the 
vicinity  of  Conitantinople,  on  the  20th  of 
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Feb.  1807,  and  afler  having  remained 
there  for  ten  days,  retired  without  effecting 
any  important  object/'  The  other  Reso- 
lutions went  to  express  a  sense  which  the 
house  entertained  of  the  disgrace  that  the 
disastrous  result  of  the  Expedition  reflected 
on  the  honour  and  chai'acter  of  his  ma- 
jesty's arms. — On  the  first  Resolution  be- 
ing put, 

Mr.  T.  Gremoilk  expressed  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  felt,  after  such  repeated  de- 
lays, in  at  length  finding  the  motion  sub- 
stantially before  the  house,  and  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  render  it  tangible.  Far  was  he 
from  complaining  of  the  institution  of  in- 
quiries of  this  nature.  On  the  contrary, 
be  deemed  it  most  desirable,  that  those  men 
who  had  exercised  public  functions  should 
be  called  upon,  in  the  face  of  the  house 
and  the  country,  to  accoihit  for  their  con- 
duct. More  particularly  were  he  and  his 
colleagues  gratified  by  the  institution  of 
the  present  enquiry,  which  would  enable 
theift  to  remove  any  unfavourable  impres- 
sion with  respect  to  their  conduct  in  this 
afHiir,  if  such  impression  existed,  although 
if  it  did,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  conceive 
in  what  it  could  have  originated.  As  well 
as  he  could  understand  his  majesty's  pre- 
sent ministers,  they  had  expressly  disclaim- 
ed any  participation  in  the  institution  of 
this  enquiry,  still,  however,  thinking  it 
their  duty  to  consent  to  it,  and  to  allow  of 
the  production  of  the  papers  on  which  it 
was  to  be  founded.  AH  this  was  right 
and  judicious  enough.  If  he  had  any  com- 
plaint against  them,  it  was,  that  although 
they  had  never  themselves  asked  for  or 
appeared  to  warrant  an  enquiry,  they  had 
repeatedly,  by  insinuations  and  collateral 
arguments,  endeavoured  to  produce  a  feel- 
ing against  his  majesty's  late  government, 
which  it  was  impossible  that  at  the  time 
they  could  combat.  He  alluded  particu- 
larly to  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  of  state  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, who,  in  a  moment,  certainly  not  of 
deliberation,  but  of  violence  and  impetuo- 
sity, had  accused  the  late  administration 
of  conduct,  of  which  the  official  documents 
m  his  possession  must  have  convinced  him 
tbat  they  were  innocent.  That  right  hon. 
gent,  had  complained  that  his  majesty's 
late  government,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
court  of  Petersburgh,  made  a  diversiqn  in 
the  south  of  Europe,  with  ships  without 
troops,  when  that  requisition  was  for  both 
ships  and  troops.  No  argument  was  ne- 
cessary on  this  occasion.  Let  the  house 
look  at  the  papers  on  the  table^  and  they 


would  perceive,  that  so  far  from  the  Expe- 
dition to  Constantinople  arising  out  of  any 
such  regulation  from  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh as  that  alluded  to,  it  originated  in 
the  negociation  that  was  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  at  Constantinople  itself. 
He  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  hon.  mover 
of  the  present  question  at  any  great  lengthy 
because  without  meaning  any  disrespect 
to  him,  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  a 
man  in  the  house  who  would  adopt  the 
line  of  argument  pursued  by  the  hon.  gent. 
The  right  of  interference  between  Russia 
and  Turkey,  which  G.  Britain  possessed,  was 
indisputable.  Both  the  treaty  of  1799, 
and  that  which  followed  the  peace  of  Jas- 
sy,  had  for  their  object  to  connect  in  one 
bond  of  union  the  three  countries.  By 
the  Convention  entered  into  between  Rus* 
sia  and  Turkey,  on  the  2 1  st  of  March,  1 800, 
the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus,  with  troops, 
military  stores,  &c.  was  reciprocally  se- 
cured to  each  power.  When,  therefore, 
this  Convention  was  violated  on  the  part 
of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  was  it  necessary  to 
point  out  the  policy  which'  induced  the 
British  government  to  maintain  the  rights 
and  interests  of  Russia  unjustly  attacked  ? 
In  doing  so,  the  late  administration  had 
only  followed  up  the  line  of  conduct  pur- 
sued for  a  long  course  of  years  by  their 
predecessors,  who  had  thought,  that  it  was 
the  interest  of  G.  Britain  to  support  and 
extend  her  connection  with  Russia.  That 
the  government  immediately  preceding 
the  last  were  unequivocally  of  this  opinion, 
was  evident  from,  the  three  documents  to 
that  effect  upon  the  table.  Thirty  docu- 
ments instead  of  three  might  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  to  prove  this,  but,  doubt- 
less, it  was  conceived  by  his  majesty's 
present  ministers  that  those  produced 
were  amply  sufficient. — Passing  over  the 
deposition  of  the  Hospodars,  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  of 
the  growing  influence  of  France  in  Turkey, 
&c.  he  would  call  the  particular .  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  Note  from 
Sebastiani,  the  French  minister,  which 
the  hon.  gent,  had  said  appeared  to 
him  to  contain  much  solid  reasoning  and 
nothing  objectionable.  That  it  contained 
nothing  objectionable  to  a  French  ear,  he 
did  not  doubt,  but  that  a  member  of  the 
British  parliament  should  express  himself 
in  such  a  manner  with  respect  to  it,  was  a  ^ 
circumstance  that  he  confessed  he  could 
not  have  believed  had  he  not  witnessed  it. 
This  note  was  full  of  the  violence  and  in- 
solence which  abounded  in  the  numerous 
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ciMnpositioM  of  French  diplomacy.  The 
^ter  declared,  '<^that  if  m  the  difficult 
circumstances  of  the  times,  the  Ottoman 
Porte  did  not  form  the  decision  which  her 
interests  required,  he  should  have  ere  long 
to  lament  her  fate."  He  stated  that  "  he 
had  received  positive  orders  from  the  em- 
peror, that  the  Bosphorus  should  be  shut 
against  a)l  Russian  ships  of  war  and  all 
Russian  vessels  carrying  military  stores, 
&c."  and  this  at  a  time  when  Sebastiani 
must  have  well  known  that  Russia  had  a 
right  by  treaty  to  send  what  ships  she 
pleased  through  the  Bosphorus.  In  a  suc- 
ceeding paragraph  of  the  note  it  was  ob- 
served, "  that  that  passage  could  not  be 
Opened  to  the  Russians  by  the  Turks  with- 
out committing  an  act  of  hostility  against 
France,  and  giving  to  Napoleon  the  Great 
ihe  right  of  marching  troops  over  the  ter- 
ritory of  Turkey,  that  he  might  combat  the 
Russians  on  the  banks  of  the  Dniester." 
Was  all  this  unobjectionable?  Then  fol- 
lowed an  intimation  that  a  declaration  of 
ivar  by  France  would  be  the  consequence 
rinnild  the  Ottoman  Porte  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  representations  of  the  French  mi-^ 
nister.  '*  His  majesty  the  emperor,"  *ttd 
he,  '''has  a  large  army  in  Dalmatia,  assem- 
bled there  ftn*  the  defence  of  Turkey  ;  but 
unless  all  ambiguity  \»  removed,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  proves  that 
ihe  is  not  inclined  to  favour  the  cause 
of  Russia  and  England,  that  army  will 
be  used  for  the  directly  opposite  pur- 
pose ;"  an  immediate  and  categorical  an< 
iswer  was  required  to' this  demand.— ^Ha- 
ving said  so  much  ort  this  Note,  he  would 
now  advert  to  the  exoellcfnt  commentary 
upon  it,  contained  in  lord  Howick's  dis- 
patches to  Air.  Arbuthnoty  of  the  14th 
tod  20th  of  Nov. ;  by  which  dispatches 
it  must  be  evident  to  the  hou«e,  that 
the  accusation  preferred  by  the  hon.  gent, 
against  the  late  government,  as  enter- 
taining a  hostile  feeling  towards  Turkey, 
Was  groundless.  In  the  first  of  these  dis- 
patches, dated  the  14th  of  Nov.  lord 
Howick  directed  that  every  practicable 
tnode  of  amicable  remonstrance  should  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
recall  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  a  better  line 
of  policy.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  was  instructed 
in  that  dispatch  from  lord  Howick,  to  ac- 
quaint the  Tttrkish  government,  that  if 
they  would  let  the  Russian  ships  pass^  all 
appearahce  of  hostility  should  cease  on 
the  part  of  G.  Britain. — ^The  right  hon. 
gent,  then  proceeded  to  shew,  that  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  had  written  to  lord  Colhngtrood 
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and  lord  Howick,  stating  how  desirable  it 
was  to  send  a  force  to  the  Jdardanelles  to 
support  his  negociation  with  the  Porte. 
Sir  T.  Louis  had  in  t:onsequence  been  dis- 
patched with  three  ^ail  of  the  line  by  lord 
Collingwood,  and  the  intelligence  of  that 
proceeding  had  been  received  in  this 
country  at  the  time  when  his  majesty's 
late  ministers  were  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  a  naval  force  to  that 
quarter.  They  instantly  approved  of  what 
had  been  done  by  that  gallant  admiral, 
and  measures  were  taken  for  dispaltching 
a  larger  force  on  that  service.  Some 
comments  had  been  made  on  tlie  nature 
of  that  force,*  but  the  house  would  judge 
of*  its  sufficiency  from  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  on  the  29th  Sept.  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Porte  to  withdraw 
its  fleet  to  a  place  of  safety.  Ik  was  the 
opinion  of  all  naval  men  with  whom  be 
Kuid  conversed  upon  the  subject,  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  passing  the  Dar- 
danelles. He  asked,  therefore,  as  thirwatf 
a  new  expedition,  what  could  the  govern- 
ment do  but  collect  all  the  authentic  in- 
formation they  could  from  professionai 
pensrons  and  others,  upon  which  to  act  ? 
It  was  expected,  too,  that  assistance  would 
have  been  afforded  by  the  Russian  fleet ; 
and  that  such  e^cpectation  was  not  ill 
founded  was  etident  from  the  circum- 
stance of  eight  sail  of  the  line  of  that  fleet 
having  joined  Admbral  Duckworth  four 
days  after  he  had  repassed  the  Darda-* 
delles,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  co-ope^ 
rating  against  the  Turks« — ^As  to  the  delay 
that  had  been  charged  upon  the  late  go- 
vernment in  sending  out  a  force,  that  was 
not  imputable  to  the  councils  of  his  majes- 
ty*8  minister^.  On  the  9th  of  Nov.  they 
received  the  information  which  led  them 
to  send  out  that  naval  force,  and  on  the 
22d  of  that  month  six  sail  of  the  I  me 
were  completely  equipped  iot  the  reuiv- 
fbrcement  of  ford  CoHingwood'd  fleet, 
though,  unfortunately,  from  the  state  of 
the  weather,  they  could  not  sail  for  six 
weeks.  As  to  the  emplQyment  of  troops, 
the  question  was,  whether  any  could  have 
been  sent  out  in  time  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  namely  to  attack  the  cas^ 
efes  at  the  Dardanelles,  before  they  should, 
be  able  to  place  themselves  in  a  state  of 
defence.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  represented  the 
trorks  as  in  a  state  of  progressive  and 
daily  improvement  on  the  wlxyle  line  of 
the  Bosphorus ;  and  as  the  application  for 
troops  should  come  through  lord  Colling-^ 
wood  oft'  Cadis  to  thb  eoootry;,  it  wioukt 
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have  been  the  middle  of  April  before  the 
•troops  could  have  arrived  at  their  desti- 
nation^ when  the  works  would  have  been 
completely  secured  against  attack.  No 
naval  man  with  whom  he  had  consulted, 
either  before,  or  pending,  or  since  the  ex- 
pedition, was  of  opiuion  that  any  troops 
were  necessary  for-passing  the  Dardanelles. 
It  was  a  desperate  service  to  attack  a  bat- 
tery, but  the  bravery  of  British  seamen 
made  them  despise  the  danger  of  passing 
batteries.  But  when  gentlemen  talked  of 
troops,  did  they  mean  that  an  army  of 
€0,000  men,  or  only  a  detachment  of  4 
or  ^000,  should  have  been  employed  on 
the  occasion?  The  former  could  not  be 
spared,  and  it  would  have  been  imprudent 
and  unavailing  to  risk  the  latter  in  an 
operation  within  fifty  miles  of  Constanti- 
nople, where  200,000,  not  men,  but  sol- 
diery were  collected  to  march  against  the 
Russians. — He  came,  then,  to  the  Resolu- 
tion respecting  the  expedition  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  if  he  had  not  heard  the  manner 
}n  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  brought  that 
forward  as  a  matter  of  charge  against  the 
Jate  government,  he  should  have  supposed 
that  his  object  was  to  found  upon  it  a  cen- 
sure of  the  present  ministers.  There  were 
upon  the  table  the  instructions  sent  out 
by  lord  Howick  to  general  Fox,  direct- 
ing that  he  should  not  give  orders  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops  till  the  actual 
commencement  of  hostilities  with  the 
Porte;  and  sir  John  Duckworth  was  in- 
structed to  dispatch  immediately  upon 
that  event  taking  place,  a  fast  sailing  ves- 
sel with  the  intelligence  to  general  Fox, 
in  order  that  he  should,  upon  receiving  it, 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  The  object  of 
this  Expedition  was  the^  capture  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  not  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  It  was 
intended  to  secure  Alexandria,  and  conse- 
quently Egypt  from  falling  again,  into  the 
bands  of  the  French,  and  to  aiford  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  to  any  party 
there  might  be  in  the  country,  favourably 
^disposed  to  the  British  interests.  The 
capture,  of  Alexandria  was,  therefore,  an 
act  of  effectual  warfare.  But,  was  it 
meant  to  be  said  or  implied,  that  because 
the  Expedition  against  Rosetta  had  been 
unfortunate,  that  was  to  be  charged  upon 
the  planners  of  the  Expedition  which  had 
been  successful  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  go 
]9iore  minutely  into  this  case  than  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  should  regu- 
late what  he  had  to  say  upon  it  with  all 
the  delicacy  ihgX  was  du«  to  the  officers 
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of  the  army.  He  must  however  say,  that 
the  keeping  of  Alexandria,  or  the  final 
evacuation  of  that  city,  was  not  affected 
by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  provisions, 
without  the  possession  of  Rosetta.  He 
had  no  otiicial  documents  upon  this  ques- 
tion, but  he  had  the  authority  of  the  most 
I  respectable  naval  and  military  men  wh^ 
had  served  there,  to  say,  that  so  far  from 
Alexandria  having  been  in  want  of  provi- 
sions, rice  and  corn  were  allowed  to  be 
exported  to  the>  Greek  Islands  in  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August,  up  to 
the  period  of  the  evacnatron.  And  this  ex- 
portation was  allowed,  afler  reserving  one 
year's  rice,  and  six  months  ^heat  for  the 
inhabitants,  as  well  as  six  months  provi- 
sions for  the  army.  Besides,  with  the  • 
great  naval  force  we  had  along  the  coast 
of  Egypt,  we  might  have  supplied  Alexan- 
dria from  the  Greek  Islands,  even  though 
all  supply  from  the  interior  was .  cot  off. 
If  any  blame  was  imputable,  it  was  to  the 
present  ministers  who  had  givto  up  Alex-< 
andria,  at  a  time  when  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  open  a  negociation  with  the 
Porte,  m  which  the  evacuation  of  that  city 
might  have  been  looked  upon  a&  a  conces- 
sion to  influence  the  Porte  in  our  favour, 
and  withdraw  that  power  from  the  influ- 
ence of  France.  It  might  be  said,  per- 
haps, that  the  city  had  been  evacuated,  in 
order  to  set  free  that  portion  of  our  mili- 
tary force  which  formed  its  garrison,  and 
if  they  had  been  employed  in  any  profita«> 
ble  operation  since,  that  might  be  a  justi- 
fication. •  But  they  arrived  at  Syracuse 
from  Alexandria ;  on  the  25th  of  Nov.  at 
Gibraltar;  and  on  the  28th  of  Dec.  in 
England,  where  they  found  that  eight  days 
be&re  10,000  troops  had  left  England  to 
look  at  Ceuta ;  he  wished  it  had  been  to 
look  into  it.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
briefly  recapitulated  tho*  points  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  establish,  and  con- 
cluded by  asserting,  that,  upon  a  review 
of  all  the  measures  to  which  the  papers  on 
the  table  referred,  there  was  not  one. act 
which  he  would  not  again  resort  to  under 
the  same  circumstances. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cajining  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  statement  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  made  in  defence  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  and  could  not 
help  being  surprised  at  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  kept  to  the  declaration  wiiich 
he  had  made  at  the  outset,  that  he  would 
discard  from  his  mind  every  idea  of  justi- 
fication by  recrimination.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  very  properly,  in  his  division  of 
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ike  qmtioBj  consideced  it  in  a  political 
and  military  view,  the  former  of  which  he 
had  defended  by  the  example  of  the  pre- 
deceafiors  of  the  late  mimsters,  and  the 
latter  he  had  vindicated  by  a  comparison 
with  the  measures  of  their  successors.  He 
did  notp  however^  mean  to  impute  any 
blame  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  having 
departed  from  the  declaration  with  which 
he  had  set  out  The  eight  hon.  gent,  was, 
nndoubtedly,  warranted  in  his  wish  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  some  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters upon  this  subject.  The  tight  hon. 
Rent  had  justified  his  own  and  his  col- 
leagues' conduct  towards  the  Porte  upon 
subsistinff  treaties,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  triple  alliance,  and  upon  these  he 
grounded  the  right  of  interference  by  an 
armed  mediation*  Ifany  gentleman  would 
hut  look  into  the  treaty  itself,  he  would 
perceive  that  the  argument  of  the  nght 
Aon.  gent  could  not  be  sustained.  'Die 
triple  alliance  treaty  had  been  concluded 
in  1798,  and  had  reference  to  the  situation 
and  existing  circumstances  of  the  contract- 
ing parties^  all  equally  at  war  with  France 
at  that  period.  The  treaty  had  in  it  a  sti- 
pulation, limiting  its  operation  to  eight 
yicars,  af^r  which,  it  was  to  undergo  a 
levision,  and  such  alteration  as  the  respec- 
tive circumstances  of  the  different  countries 
might  then  render  necessary  ;  and  that 
the  treaty  had  been  understood,  even  in 
this  country,  to  have  reference  to  the  ex- 
isting.situation  of  the  contracting  parties, 
he  believed  that  proofs  were  not  wapting. 
The  preamble  of  the  treaty  expressly 
stated  these  circumstances  to  which  it  ap- 
plied; and  could  the  right  hon.  gent. 
mean  to  assert,  that  a  treaty  negotiated 
with  a  view  to  existing  hostilities  in  which 
all  the. parties  were  engaged,  and  followed. 
Bat  by  a  joint  peace,  but  by  separate  pa- 
cifications of  each  of. these  parties,  must 
necessarily  ^survive  ?  Or,  did  he  mean  to 
say,  that  had  it  terminated  with  the  war,  it 
was  necessarily  to  be  revived  on  the  re- 
newal of  another  war,  into  which  any 
of  the  parties  might  afterwards  enter  ? 
If  that  were  his  view,  it  was  contradicted 
by  the  facts;  because  that  had  not 
been  the  understanding  of  any  of  the 
parties,  nor  had  the  treaty  ever  been 
so  acted  upon.  Great  Britain  renewed 
the  war  with  France  in  1803,  but  did 
Russia  or  did  Turkey  then  go  to  war  ?  The 
right  hon.  gent  said,  that  the  treaty  con- 
tinued during  the  peace  ;  but  had  G.  Bri- 
tain called  upon  either  Russia  or  the  Porte 
to  joiaher  in  the  w^u:  ?  Did  the  right  hon. 
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gent  therefore,  moan  to  tay,  that  this 
treaty,  so  concluded  with  re&irence  to  ex- 
isting circumstances^  sunk  under  the 
peace,  and  rose  again,  not  at  once  but  at 
three  diflerent  times,  and  in  three  difierent 
parts  }  If  they  looked  into  the  body  of 
the  treaty,  they  would  find  no  better  sopr 
port  for  the  argument  of  the  rif;ht  hon. 
gent.  The  treaty  contained  a  stipolatioa 
guaranteeing  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
Qominions,  as  they  were  previous  to  the 
invasion  of.  Egypt  by  the  French.  On 
this  treaty  the  late  ministers  justified  their 
measures  for  the  conservation  of  £gypt  by 
the  capture  of  Alexandria.  He  would  not 
deny  that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it 
would  be  justifiable  to  make  war  upon  a 
power  that  was  in  alliance  before.  Ha 
would  not  pretend  to  deny  that  we  might 
have  had  a  right  to  call  ttp<m  Turkey  to 
fulfil  the  defensive  alliance  with  us :  bat 
then,  after  the  lapses  and  laches  whicii 
had  taken  place,  we  had  no  right  to  call 
upon  this  iK>wer  for  the  fiilfilment  of  that 
treaty.  Toe  riffht  hon.  gent  had  assorted, 
that  the  refusal  of  the  passage  of  the  Dar- 
danelles to  the  Russians  had  given  to  tins 
country  a  right  to  assume  an  armed  medi- 
ation ;  but  as  the  passage  was  given  by  a 
subsequent  convention,  to  which  this  cou|i- 
try  was  not  a  party,  we  had  no  right,  in 
virtue  of  an  anterior  treaty,  to  insist  upon 
the  fulfilment  of  that  convention  U>  which 
we  were  not  a  party  ;  at  least  no  writer 
upon  the  law  of  nations  that  he  had  ever 
read,  had  laid  down  such  a  doctrine.  He 
admitted  that  the  late  ministers  had  shewn  a 
disposition  to  conciliate  Russia.  Bat,  how- 
ever desirable  it  might  be  to  make  Russia 
believe  we  did  not  suspect  her  design  «^b 
the  Porte,  we  should  not  precipitate  our- 
selves into  hostilities  with  TVirkey,  so  co!&- 
menced  and  so  conducted  as  the  war  had 
been  begun  and  conducted  by  the  late 
ministers.  When  we  did  interfere,  it 
ought  to  have  been  done  in  a  manner 
that  would  not  have  given  the  Porte  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  our  viewsy 
nor  Russia  a  right  to  charge  us  with- not 
having  interfered  as  we  ought;  and  she 
must  have  expected  we  should  not>  com» 
mence  an  interference  by  an  expedition 
for  our  own  advantage.  He  had  not  been 
in  the  house  when  the  right  hon.  gent* 
began  his  speech,  but  he  understood .  the 
right  hon.  gent,  to  have>  said,  that  no  de- 
mand had  been  made  by  Russia  for  troops ; 
but  he  could  assure-  the  right  hon.  gentr 
that  a  demand  had  been  transmitted  fi«Mft 
St  Petersburg  for  a  considerable  bodjf  of 
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troops ;  80  that  this  Sva^  not  so  novel  a  part 
t>f  the  question  as  the  riglit  hon.  gent,  re- 
presented. The  right  hon.  gent,  had  com- 
mented upon  a  note  of  M.  Sebastiani,  and 
ihe  dispatches  of  lord  Hoifiick.  He  could 
not'be  suspected  of  being  partial  to  the 
productions  of  the  enemy^  but  certainly 
no  one  could  read  lord  Howick's  dis- 
patches^  without  perceiving  that  he  went 
great  lengths  to  direct  an  armed  inter- 
ference to  defeat  the  ascendancy  of  French 
counsels  at  the  Porte.  Notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  he  would  abstain  from  recrimination^ 
he  had  done  upon  this,  as  had  been  inva- 
riably done  upon  every  other  occasion 
when  this  matter  "was  mentioned  in  that 
Jiouse — ^made  it  the  ground  of  condem- 
nation against  the  present  government. 
The  interference  at  Copenhagen  was  not 
jnore  decisive  in  principle  than  this  was. 
Here  a  fbrce  was  sent  to  bombard  the  ca- 
pital»  not  of  a  neutral,  but  of  an  ally ;  to 
burn  the  capital  of  a  pow^r  whom  we  had 
taken  an  oath  to  protect.  If  you  wish  for 
war,  enter  into  a  definitive  alliance  ;  if 
you  want  to  strip  a  power  of  part  of  its 
territories,  enter  into  a  stipulation  to  gua- 
f  antee  the  integrity  of  its  possessions  ! 
(lere  was  the  a&ir  at  Copenhagen  justi- 
fied ;  in  this  had  the  present  ministers  an 
acquittal  from  all  the  charges  that  had 
been  made  upon  them  with  respect  to  that 
Expedition.  If  they  could  only  be  able 
to  lay  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  a  treaty  of 
defensive  alliance  with  Denmarl^  the  cases 
would  be  parallel,  except  that  the  Danish 
expedition  was  crowned  with  success, 
whilst  the  other  was  attended  with  defeat 
jind  disgrace ;  the  calculation  of  the  pro- 
portion between  the  means  and  the  end 
being  such  as  only  to  secure  discomfiture. 
— ^The  right  hon.  secretary  then  proceeded 
•to  quote  several  passages  from  lord  How- 
ick^s  dispatches,  to  shew  that  the  doctrines 
they  contained  exactly  corresponded  with 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Danish  £x- 
.pedition  nad  be^n  so  justly  undertaken, 
and  so  successfully,  executea.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  Turkish  fleet,  passmg  the 
Dardanelles  and  the  strei^its  of  Gibraltar, 
ahottld  attack  any  of  the  Britisdi  possessions. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Danish  fleet  might, 
.if  once  launched  with  allioBtile  view,  be  on 
our  shores  withoat  a  mon^ent's  notice.  An 
ii^ervention  to  procure,  by  pacific  means, 
the  arrangement  desired  by  Russia,  he  did 
not  condemn  y  but  to .  inte^^re  first  by  me- 
.  jpaof  J  aad  afterwards  by  violence,  viplenqe 
ioMk%Mite  mn<)  ODsaccenfoli  waf  what  he 


did  condemn.  It  was  known  that  the  pas*| 
sage  of  the  Dardanelles  would  bereganied 
as  an  act  of  hostility  ;  at  least  it  was  quite 
as  natural  to  suppose  that  the  approach  to 
Copenhagen,  tne  landing  of  troops,  and 
the  investment  of  that  capital,  would  be 
received  without  resistance,  or  without  a 
feeling  of  hostility,  as  that  the  passage  of  I 
the  Dardanelles,  and  the  appearance  be- 
fore Constantinople  in  a  hostile  attitude, 
would  be  viewed  by  the  Turks  with  calm- 
ness and  indifference.  The  estimate  of 
the  strength  of  the  castles,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  British  force,  shewed 
clearly  that  there  was  an  idea  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  was  likely  to  be  re- 
garded as  hostile,  and  to  be  met  with  re- 
sistance. But,  it  was.  said  the  expedition 
appeared  before  Constantinople  purely 
for  Russian  objects.  The  restoration  of 
the  Hospodars  was  a  Russian  object ;  but 
how  was  it  demanded  by  the  British  com- 
mander ?  With  the  alternative  of  giving 
up  the  Turkish  fleet !  If  the  fleet  had  been 
given  lip,  could  the  restoration  of  thfe  Hos- 
podars be  still  insisted  upon  ?  And  if  it 
was  not  insisted  upon,  and  the  British 
force  came  ofl'with  the  Turkish  fleet  in 
pocket,  what  would  become  of  our  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  Jiussia  ? — ^Thus 
much  as  to  the  justice  of  the  expedition. 
Now,  as  to  the  policy,  he  would  contend 
that  the  Russians  ought  to  have  been  in- 
duced by  all  means  to  concentrate  their 
whole  force  against  the  most  powerful  and 
dangerous  enemy,  Buonaparte,  and  not  to 
have  weakened  it  by  unprofitable  schemes 
upon  Turkey.  That  ought  to  have  been 
our  policy  also.  There,  as  to  *  the  force, 
the  inadequacy  of  it  was  such,  thslt  if  sir 
T.  Louis  had  not  comie  away  as  expe- 
ditiously as  he  had  done,  his  passage 
would  have  been  totally  cut  offl  The  ne- 
cessity of  having  a  body  of  troops  was 
also  laid  down  by  the  naval  commanders. 
It  was  asked,  what  the  troops  could  have 
done  ?  Th^y  could  have  taken  and  held 
Lestos  castle,  which  was  tenable  and  im- 
portant. They  might  hav6  taken  the 
castle  of  Abydos,  and  destroyed  it.  These 
towers  did  great  damage  to  the  British 
ships  in  theif  return  ;  and  the  admiral 
said,  that  if  another  week  had  been  allowed 
to  prepare  the  defence,  the  squadron  could 
not  possibly  have  returned.  It  was  asked, 
what  could  5  or  6000  British  troops  have 
don^,  when  Constantinople  had  200,000 
men  of  military  age  among  its  inhabitants } 
They  might  haVe  destroyed  the  castle  of 
Afaydok  by  a  colbp  de  ttma,  aM  tbey  mifht 
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have  held  the  castle  of  Lestos,  where  the 
200^000  men  from  Constantinople  could 
not  have  got  at  them.  But  the  troops  were 
sent  to  Alexandria  to  commit  a  double 
breach  of  alliance,  and  to  incur  a  double 
failure.  He  did  not  think  5000  men  could 
achieve  miracles  :  he  could  hardly  con- 
ceive that  5000  men  could  open  a  commu- 
nication from  Chili  to  Buenos  Ay  res,  over 
ihe  highest  and  most  impracticable  moun- 
tains in  the  world  ;  but  he  did  think  they 
might  have  destroyed  one  small  castle  by  a 
coup  de  main,  and  taken  and  held  another 
in  which  no  attack  could  have  been  made 
on  them. — He  again  insisted  on  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  grounds  of  the  Expedition  in 
point  of  justice  and  policy,  the  inadequacy 
of  the, force  employed,  and  the  madness 
of  sending  a  military  force  to  secure  a  re- 
treat. The  return  of  the  troops  sent  to 
Alexandlria  set  free  a  part  of  the  force  in 
Sicily,  which  was  brought  to  Gibraltar 
with  a  view  to  co-operate  in  securing  the 
retreat  of  the  royal  family  of  Portugal 
'from  Lisbon,  but  that  object  was  happily 
effected  without  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing them.  He  defended  himself  and  his 
colleagues  from  taking  a  forward  part  in 
this  discussion.  He  did  not  see  what 
practical -benefit  could  result  from  a  cen- 
sure on  persons  who  were  no  longer  in  his 
majesty  s  councils  ;  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  injurious  to  have  on  the  Journals, 
a  resolution  reflecting  on  the  honour  of  the 
country.  If  a  vote  of  censure  was  proposed 
against  ministers  in  office,  supposed  to  have 
misconducted  themselves,  the  passing  of 
^e  resolution  might  lead  to  the  removal 
of  those  ministers.  No  practical  object 
being  likely  to  be  answered  by  the  present 
•motion,  and  the  injurious  and  unpleasant 
consequences  he  had  adverted  to  being 
likely  to  arise  from  the  recording  of  such 
Resolutions  on  the  Journals,  he  thought  he 
.  should  best  discharge  his  duty  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  that  gentle- 
men semed  to  consider  a  treaty  as  binding, 
notwithstanding  any  change  of  circum- 
stances that  might  arise.  Now,  he  con- 
sidered that  a  treaty  was  only  binding 
as  to  what  was  witnin  the  purview  of 
that  treaty;  a  friend  might,  for  instance, 
become  our  very  worst  enemy  by  change 
of  circumstances.  Wa«  it  to  be  supposed, 
then,  that  under  every  circumstance,  or 
whatever  might  be  tne  conduct  of  the 
power  to  which  we  were  allied,  we  were 
still  to  adhere  tp  it  as  firmly  as  if  it  not 
only  fulfilled  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 


treaty,  but  as  if  it  had  gone  further,  as  if 
it  had  proceeded  to  the  utmost  stretch  of 
honour ;  were  we  still  to  look  upon  them, 
with  an  eye  of  friendship,  when  we  were 
convinced,  not  only  of  their  awe  of  the 
power,  but  of  their  attachment  to  the  cause, 
of  the  enemy  ?  The  letters  of  admiral 
Louis  and  sir  J.  Duckworth  informed  the 
government  that  force  was  necessary,  and 
that  every  thing  depended  upon  prompti- 
tude. He  would,  therefore,  leave  it  to  any 
officer,  whether  it  would  have  been  politic 
to  have  advanced  and  left  the  troops  be-^ 
hind.  The  question  was  to  be  decided 
upon  the  principles  of  general  policy,  and 
not  upon  an  argumentum  ad  hommtm ;  and 
he  maintained,  that  there  was  nothing, 
either  in  the  principle  of  action,  or  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  plan,  which  had  been 
attempted  to  be  controverted ;  it  was  not 
therefore,  to  be  judged  of,  from  what  fol- 
lowed, instead  of  from  what  preceded,  the 
transaction. 

Colonel  Wood  endeavoured  strenuously 
to  impress  the  house  with  an  idea  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  measure. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for, 
and,  after  a  short  reply  from  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  question,  that  the  other  orders  be 
now  read,  was  put  and  carried  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Monday,  May  23. 

[Marriage  Indemnity  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  the  bishop  of  Exeter,  the  house 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Bill  for  ren- 
dering valid  certain' Marriages  solemnized 
in  certain  churches  and  chapels  where 
bands  could  not  legally  be  published.  The. 
blank  for  the  day  up  to  which  such  mar- 
riages are  to  be  legal,  was  filled  up  with 
the  23d  of  August,  1808. 

Lord  Redes^ile  thought  the  clause  for 
indemnifying  the  clergymen  solemnizing 
such  marriages  objectionable,  though  he 
should  not  oppose  it  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion. An  intimation  of  an  intention  to 
oppose  such  clauses  in  future  might  per- 
haps have  the  elTect  of  preventing  the  so- 
lemnization of  these  marriages. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  observed, 
that  the  necessity  for  these  bills  arose  out 
of  the  very  different  provisions  which  ap- 
plied to  difierent  churches  and  chapels, 
in  some  of  which  marriages  were  allowed 
to  be  solemnized  and  in  others  not.  From 
the  previous  habits  of  clergymen,  many 
of  them  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  ac- 
quainted With  these  legal  distinctions^  and 
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ivere  thus  unintentionally  led  to  solemnize  I  Sheweth  ;  "  That  your  Petitioners,  as  is 
illegal  marriages.  Another  cause  also  ^  set  forth  in  their  humble  Petition,  present- 
arose  out  of  a  clause  in  the  Marriage  act 


passed  in  the  last  reign,  which  declared 
all  marriages  illegal  that  were  solemnized 
in  any  church  or  chapel  in  which  bans 
were  not  then  published «  This  was  the 
great  cause  of  these  illegal  marriages  being 
solemnized,  many  clergymen  not  being 
aware  of  the  distinction.  He  was  'afraid 
no  eilectual  remedy  could  be  applied,  al- 
though every  means  would  be  used  for- 
that  purpose,  unless  the  legislature  were 
to  make  a  general  enactment,  declaring  in 
what  churches  and  chapels  marriages 
should  now  be  legally  solemnized. 

Lord  Redesdaie  thought  the  suggestion 
might  be  carried  into  efiect,  by  means  of 
a  clause  in  the  present  bill. 

The  Bishop  6f  Oxford  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning  the  abuses  that  were 
practised  with  respect  to  the  publication 
of  bans,  by  means  of  parties  taking  a  ficti- 
tious lodging  in  a  parish  different  from 
that  in  which  they  resided,  and  having  the 
bans  there  published.  He  knew  of  many 
very  improper  marriages  which  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  this  .abuse,  which 
he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  re^iedy. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed  that  it  was 
thd  opinion  of  lord  Thurlow,  that  the 
•clergyman  in  such  a  case  might  be  indict- 
ed tor  a  temporal  offence,  it  being  the 
meaning  of  the  law  that  the  bans  should 
be  published  in  the  parish  where  the  par- 
ties dwelt,  and  it  also  being  the  duty  of 
the  clergyman  to  make  inquiry  as  to 
tha^t  fact ;  although  such  marriages,  being 
in  themselves  legally  solemnized,  were 
•undoubtedly  good. 

After  some  further  conversation,  it  was 
agreed  to  postpone  the  report  till  an 
amendment  suggested  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, to  compel  the  registers  of  these 
churches  and  chapels  to  transmit  dupli- 
cates of  the  registry  to  the  ordinary  should 
be  prepared.  The  house  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be-  received  on 
Wednesday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  23, 
[Roman    Catholic    Petition.]       Mr. 
Grattan  presented  the  following  Petition : 
Thfe  humble  Petition  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  whose  names  are 
hereunto    subscribed,    on    behalf  of 
themselves,  and  of  others,  ^his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion: 


ed  to  this»  honourable  house  on  the  25th  oi\ 
March  1805,  are,  by  divers  statutes,  still | 
of  force  within  this  realm,  rendered  liable! 
to  many  incapacities  and  restrictions,  not; 
imposed  upon  any  other  description  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  :  That  your  petitioners 
with  confidence  ass6i*t,  and  the  assertion  is 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  many  of  the 
ablest  senators  and  wisest  statesmen  which 
the  empire  could  ever  boast,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  their  conduct  as  subjects,  or 
their  tenets  as  Christians,  which  ought  to 
disqualify  them  from  enjoying  equal  pri* 
vileges  with  his  majesty's  other  subjects ; 
and  they  beg  leave  to  state,  that  they  do 
not  yield  to  any  class  of  persons,  in  affec- 
tionate attachment  to  his  sacred  person 
and  family,  in  due  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and   in  just  predilection  for  the  British 
Constitution  :-^That  at  the  present  period, 
which  requires  all  the  energies  of  the  state, 
and  the  exertions  of   an   united  people, 
your  petitioners  conceive  that  they  cannot 
ofifer  a  stronger  proof  of  their  loyalty,  than 
by  humbly  representing  to  this  honourable 
house  their  earnest  wish  to  be  altogether 
committed  with  their  country,  and  rein- 
stated in  a  full  and  -  complete  enjoyment 
of  the  English  government  and  laws : — 
For  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  respectfully 
to   submit  to  this  honourable  house,  that 
the  constitution  of  England  is  the  great 
charter  of  this  land,  and  inheritance  of  the 
dutiful  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  majesty. 
The   constitution  which  the  ancestors   of 
some  of  us  accepted,  when  they  submitted 
to  the  crown,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
the  ancestors  of  others  passed  over,  and  ef- 
fected their  settlement  in  Ireland,  was,  that 
they  should  participate  in  the.  laws  and 
liberties  of  England.     Many  concessions 
of  his  majesty's  royals  progenitors,  and  re- 
peated acts  of  parliament  confirmed  the 
invaluable  blessing  ;  it  has  had  the  sana- 
tion of  an  establishment  of  six  hundred 
years ;  whilst  the  privations,  of  which  we 
complain,  are  but  the  innovation  of  a  cen^ 
tury ;  from  that  innovation  we  appeal  in 
this  enlightened  age,  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  those  august  bodies,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  fate  and  fortunes  of  the  Em- 
pire: we  appeal  against  acts,  repugnant 
to  the  sense  and  habits  of  Englishmen,  and 
to^he  genius  of  the  English  constitution  ; 
against  precedents,  not  entitled,  from  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  formed, 
to  be  inunortal.    We  were  excluded  from 
our  franchisesi  when  the  tumult  of  civil 
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wan  iad  scmc^j  be^aa  appeased  ;  iviiilst 
the  anknoshies  they  produced  were  recent ; 
and  at  the  closed  the  coimilfliotis  incideii- 
tal  to  a  widely  extended  revolutkm  of  pro- 
perty:   we  were  exckided  at  a  isomeiit, 
when  die  setttenfeeat  was  precariovs  and 
new*  upon  which  tame  and  4iabit,  the  ex*- 
tinctioBL  of  aU  other  claimft,  comnaon  prin>- 
ciples  of  ebedieooey  ftnd  common  intepe8ts> 
have  now  conleTred  all  the  validity  of  on- 
qnestaoned  and  ioamutable  establishment : 
•^^Yoar  petitioners  farther  beg  leave  to  re- 
cal  to  the   sMention  of  this  honourable 
house^  that  we  do  not  pay  the  penalty, 
neither  is  the  blame  impiured  to  us,  of  an 
innovating  or   capricioiis    temper.     We 
ha^e  not  revolted  from  any  instittttions, 
which  challenged   our  obedience.      We 
bave  adhered  to  the  traditionof  our  fathers, 
the  immemorial  usage  of  the  land.     We 
profess  a  religion    compatible  with  the 
iorm  of  government  under  which  we  are 
placed  ;  accommodated  to  the  spirit^  and 
dear  to  the  feelings  of  the  great  and  gnaw- 
ing majority  of  our  country ;  a  religion 
which  the  existing  incapacities    do   not 
aeem  calculated,  and  are  probably  not  ex- 
pected to  suppress ;  for  it  has  been  deemed, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  to  merit  public 
encouragement  and  protection : — ^Your  pe- 
titioners do  then  most  humbly  state,  that 
they  are  excluded  from  many  of  the  most 
important  offices  of  trust,  power,  and  emo- 
lament  in  their  country;  whereby  they 
«re  degraded  below  the  condition  of  their 
fdlow  subjects,  even  of  the  meanest  class, 
and  stigmatised  as  aliens  and  strangers  in 
their  native  land  :-^That  in  the  immediate 
effects  of  this  exclusion,  no  less  than  four- 
fifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  in- 
volved, formed  into  a  distinct  people,  and 
depressed  in  all  their  classes  and  grada- 
tion of  rank,  of  opulenee  and  industry ;  in 
every  situation  of  liie  does  this  degrading 
inferiority  exists  and  its  inflaence  reaching 
to  every  profession^  to  even  the  peaceable 
pursuits  of  industry  and   commerce  :-<•- 
That  the  remotey  but  no  less  sensible  con- 
aeqitences^  extend  to  the  remaining  popo- 
latioB  of  the  land,  distracting  his  majesty^s 
people  with  didquietade  and  jealousy,  and 
substitatiog  an  insidoovs  system  of  mono- 
poly OIL' the  one  hand,.and  privation  on  the 
•tfaer  fi>f  the  tried  and  estabtishcd  Ofders 
of  society,  and  Ibr  the  saktary  piactiae  and 
semid  principles  of  the  Baglish  Contfti^i- 
tioni : — And  yoor  Fetittoner»  further  hmi- 
Jtty  submit  that  frooi  l^e  pfc^odictf  gOMS^ 
sated  and  fostered  by  this  d  JaexMtonBting 
tysleai^liM^  spirit:  <tfther)awf  outHlirippsig 


the  letter,  no  degree  of  rank,  virhie,  or 
merit,  can  exempt  an  Irish  Catholic  frcnn 
being  considered  au  object  of  suspicion  : 
and  several  of  the  most  estimable  privi- 
leges, and  advantages  of  a  free  Govern- 
4nent,  to  which  they  ought   to  consider 
themselves  entitled,  are  rendered,  with 
respect  to  them,  inoperative  : — In  calling 
yottr  attention  to  their  situation,  your  Pe^ 
titioners  beg  leave  to  assure  this  honour- 
able house,  l^at  they  are  actuated  more 
as  Irishmen,  than  as  Catholics;  and  less 
influenced  by  a  partial  interest,  as  a  I'eli- 
gious  description,  than  by  an  interest  traly 
public  and  national,  intimately  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  this  country,  and  the 
prosperity  of  tiie ,  whole  Empire ;  your 
Petitioners  being  fully  convinced,  both 
from  history  and  experience,  that  however 
religious  distinctions  may  bate  supplied 
a  pretext,  a  ^trit  of  political  monopoly 
has  been  the  actuating  principle  of  civil 
dissension,  and  of  that  unhappy  national 
misunderstanding  which  has  so  long  injured 
the  character  and  lessened  the  value  of 
this  island  :—>-For   your    Petitioners    are 
strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  disqualifyihg 
laws  is  not  only  incompatible  with  the 
freedom  and  happiness  of  the  great  body 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  detrintental  to  the 
resourses  of  the  State  ;  but  as  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  damp  ihe  ardour  and  divert  the 
attention  of  the  nation  tO  partial  interests 
and  party  dissensions,  frmh  nieasure  ^f 
general  security,  may  eventually  prove 
injurious  to  the  strength  and  stmlity  of 
the  Empire  :-^Your  Petitioiiers,  T^dn  a 
deep  sense  of  gratitudej  acknowledge  thdt 
they  are  indebted  to  the  wisdom  aiid  libe<* 
rality  of  the  parltbment  of  Irelandi  and  to 
the  paternal  interposition  of  his.  M i^sty, 
for  the  removal  of  ifnany  of  the  dbilbilities 
and   incapacities  wideif   whioh  they  la- 
boured ;  and  they  refer,  with  confideDce 
in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  to  thel  solemn 
and   memorable  declar^ion  of  the  Irish 
legislature ;    "  That    from    the    miiferm 
and  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  RosAah 
Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  it  appeared  reasonable  and  expe- 
dient to  relsEit  the  disabilities  and  inca- 
pacities mider  wtiich  ihsy  kboar,  antf  that 
it  must  tend  nOt  otify  to  %k»  euktVati^ 
and  iafpittvediettb  cf  diis  ki^doms^  biH  to 
the  prosperity  and  sferengtb  of  all'  his  nj^a* 
jesty's-diomiiiioiia/  tSiait  Ins  niayesty's  sub- 
jcets  of  att  denOmiliartioiBi  dkndd  ei\ioy 
tW  bles^g»  etf  m  fmd  donstiiAitievf,  and 
should  be  bound  t«  eaeii  etbei  li^  diutual 
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m%eT9Bt  a^d*  miitual  afibction.  ^d!  your 
Petitionem  most  solemnly  declare^  that 
they  do  not  seek  or  wish-  in  any  way  to 
tnjuve  or- encroach  upon  the  pights>  privi-- 
lege8>  possessions^  or  revenues^  appertain* 
ing  to  the  bi^ops  and  clergy  of  the  Pro- 
testant Religion)  a&  by  law  established;  or 
to  the  churches  committedto  their  charge> 
or-  to  any  of  them ;  the  extent  of  their 
humble  supplication  being,  that  they  be 
governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  rendered 
capable  of  the  same- civil  and  military  of- 
fices, franchises,  rewards,  and'  honours,  as 
tb^*  fellow,  subjects  of  every  other  religi- 
ous denomination :  —  May  it  therefore 
please  this  honourable,  house  to  take  into 
Its  consideration  the  statutes,  penal  and 
restrictive,  now- affecting  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  and  to  admit  them  to  the-  full 
enjoyment  of  those  privileges  which  every 
Briton,  regards  as  nis  best  inheritance ; 
and  which-  your  Petitioners  most  humbly 
presume  to  seek,  as-  the -brethren  of  Eng- 
lishmen and  co-heirsof  the  Constitution; 
And  your*  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c/' 

Mr.  Giattan  ga^ve  notice  that  he  would, 
on  Wednesday,  move  for  a  Committee  to 
take  the- said  Petition  into  consideration. 

Mf '  Montagu  Matthew  then  presented 
another  Petition  to  the  same  effect,  from 
the  Catholics  of >  the  comity  of  Tipperary, 
which -was  also  ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[6t]«AR-  DisTiLLATK>N.]  Mr.  Cokc  ppe- 
si^ted'a  Petition  from  the  land-owners  and 
occupiers  of.  land  in-Norfolk,  against  the 
Sugar  DistiIlatioi>.—- -Colonel  Bullock  pre- 
a^ted  a  Petition -freni: -certain  land-owners 
and' occupiersof  landi  in  the  neighbow- 
hood  of 'Cokhestcry  agaiost^the  Stsigar-Dis- 
tillation.^ — ^Admiral '  Harvey  presented  a 
petition  from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of<Rumford,  in 
Essex,  against  the  Sugar  Dii^tillation.  AH 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee* 

Lord  Binmng  then  moved,  that  the  house^ 
fhould  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
,the  whole  house,  to  consider  further  of  the 
Report  which,  upon  the  13th  day  of  April 
last,  was  made  firom  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed 'to  enquire  and  report  how  far,  and 
under  what  citcuDistances,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable and  expedient  to  confine  the  Dis- 
trlleries  of  the  united  kingdom,  or  of  any 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  to  the  use  of 
Sagajr  and  Mol^isses  only;  and  alsQ  -what 
otlmrprovision  can  be-made^  for  the  relief 
of  the  Growers,  of  Sugar*  in  the>  British 
West  India  colonies. 

Mr.  Go^  could  not>  let  slip  any  oppor- 
tattity4>foppo«ing  ameafttresemipehievous. 


as  he  considered  the  present  to  be^  Hu 
object  of  the  committee  had*  beeo,  to>poini 
out  a-  mpd^  of  relief  for  the  West  India 
planters  ;  but  now  the  ground  was  shifted) 
and  the  sugar  distillation  wasrecommended 
as  necessary  iti  the  actual  state  of  the  coun«*> 
try.  He  reflected'  with  the  highest  plea.* 
sure  upon  the  speech  of  the  Irish  chan«- 
Cellor  of  the  exchequer  upon  this  sub* 
ject ;  a  more  solid,  a  biore  constitutional 
speech,  could  not  have  been  delivered ;  be 
thanked  hitn  for  it,  and  was  convinced  he 
deserved  the  thanks  of  his- country.  The 
ground'  on  which  the  English- obiuicellor 
of  the  exchequer  argued  the  case  for  the 
substitution  was,  that  the  price  of  corn 
was  high,  and  that  there  ;were  apprehen-^ 
sions  of  a  scarcity.  Both  these  proposi-^ 
tions  he  denied:  The  present*  price  of 
corn  wa»  no  more  than  a.remuneration^  to 
the  farmer^  considering  the  failure  of  the 
beansi  There  was  no  scarcity ;  nor  any^ 
ground  of  apprehension  of  a  scarcity ;  then 
why  was  such  a  proposition 'held  out,  and 
a  needless  alarm  created  ?'  If-  the  landed 
interest  were  left  to  themselves,  they^would 
be  able  to  supply  the  country,  and .  save 
the  money  expended  for  foreign  corn.  It 
had  been  well  observed,  that  till  the  in- 
terference of  government  with  the  corn 
laws,  we  had  always  been  an  exporting 
country ;  but  when  that  interference  took 
place,  we  began  to  import.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
therefore  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
the  landed  interest,  instead  of  supporting 
a  proposition  injurious  to  them.  Tiie  hon» 
member  then  referred  to  several  parts  of 
the  evidence  in  the  report,  to  shew  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  several  of  the.  most  com- 
petent witnesses  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, the  measure  was  not  expedient 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  West  In- 
dian planters,  or  on  account  of  any  real 
grounds  for  the  apprehension  of  a  scare  ityv 
Mr.  Chalmers,  chief  clerk  to  the  lords  of 
the  committee  of  privy  council  for  the 
consideration  of  trade  and  colonial  mat- 
ters, being  asked  whether,  exclusive  of 
any  consideration  of  the  situation  of  the 
West  Indian  planters,  he  saw  any  reason 
why  parliament  should  interfere  to  manage 
our  resources  for  grain  ?  replied,  that  he 
did  not  see  any  reason  vrhy  parliament 
should  interpose,  as  this  might  cause  an 
alarm,  and  so  produce  the  evil  supposed. 
Mf.C,  Soott'said,  that  if  the  dtstilleriea 
weve  restrained  from  the  use  of'barley  afUr 
the  <iext  crop,  and  that  crop  should  prove 
abundant^  there ^voaldbe-avoFymateriri 
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§M  in  the  price.  The  hon.  member  stated^ 
that  he  had  letters  from  Norfolkj  repre- 
senting that  there  was  every  appearance 
of  an  abundant  crop  of  barlev.    If  this 
should  be  injured  by  the  rain,  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  black  barley,  which 
could  be  used  in  no  way  but  in  the  distil* 
leries.     Mr.  Kent,  land-sur?eyor,  being 
asked  whether  he  thought  barley  necessary 
to  the  mode  of  .cropping  in  Norfolk,  said 
that  he  considered  the  cultivation  of  barley 
as  almost  necessary  lo  the  existence  of  Nor- 
folk.   Norfolk,  the  hon.  member  remarked, 
might  be  considered  as  the  granary  of  Eng- 
land for  barley,  and  could  not  be  injured 
without  material  injury  to  the  whole  king- 
dom.   Mr.  Kent  being  asked,  whether  any 
substitutes  for  barley  could  be  found  to  an- 
swer the  purpose  equally  well,  answered, 
**  Certainly  not;   for  oats  would  be  the 
most  obvious  substitute,  and  them  I  con- 
sider to  be  one  of  the  most  exhausting  of 
all  crops :  they  rob  the  grass  seed,  and 
ultimately  injure  the  wheat  crops.''     The 
hon.  member  observed,  that  a  vast  num- 
ber of  cattle  were  fed  on  the  grains  in  the 
distilleries,  and  sent  to  the  London  market, 
a  ^urce  of  supply  which  would  be  lost  in 
the  event  of  the  substitution.-  There  was 
another  most  important  point,  which  was 
brought  forward  in  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Overman ;  which  was,  that  in  the  event  of 
a  considerable  depression  in  the  price  of 
barley,  a  great  part  of  the  land  in  Norfolk 
must  be  left  uncultivated,  and  fall  back  to 
its  pristine  state.     Mr.  Elwan's  evidence 
also  went  to  shew,  that  in  the  event  of  a 
fall  in  the  price  of  barley,  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  labourers  would  be  employed  by 
the  farmer ;  and  a  portion  of  his  land,  be- 
fore allotted  to  grain,  must  be  left  in  grass. 
The  honourable  member   next  adverted 
to  the  great  quantities  of  wheat  and  bar- 
ley brought  from  Norfolk  to  the  London 
market ;  and  the  great  injury  that  would 
arise,  not  only  to  that  county,  but  to  the 
whole  kingdom,  from  any  discoumgement 
to  the  agriculture  of  Norfolk.     He  con- 
cluded by  opposing  the  motion  for  the 
speaker's  leaving  the  chair.     He  thought 
it  best  to  oppose  the  measure  in  this  stage ; 
for  if  ft  went  into  a  committee,  almost  the 
whole  session  might  be  occupied  in  dis- 
cussion, and  hearing  counsel  on  the  various 
petitions. 

Mr.  Rose  would  wish  the  house  to  take 
up  this  question  upon  a  much  wider  ground 
than  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  opposed  it 
seemed  to  do.  That  the  West  India 
planters  bad  m^d^  out  theijr  case,  nobody 


who  read  the  report  could  deny.    It  ap- 
peared  from  that,  that  several  estates  in 
Jamaica  had  been  abandoned,  and  that 
others  were  likely  to  be  abandoned  unless 
some  relief  was  afforded  to  the  colonial 
trade.     It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
West  Indian  possessions  of  this  country 
yielded  an  income  of  between  eight  and 
nine  millions,  spent  in  this  country ;  that 
the  revenue  in  customs,  excise,  &c.  oa 
West  Indian  produce,   amounted  to  five 
millions  and  a  half  annually ;    that  the 
West  Indian  trade  employed  one-third  of 
the  shipping  of  the  country;  and  that 
British  manufactures  to  the  amount  of  six 
mi  11  ions  were  consumed  in  the  West  Indian 
market  When  the  committee  had  been  first 
appointed,  he  had  apprehensions  that  if  the 
landed  gentlemen  took  a  narrow  viejv  of  the 
question,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  carry  the 
measure  into  effect.    But  as  he  did  not  im- 
pute the  opposition  of  these  gentlemen  to 
any  narrow  views  of  advantage  to  them- 
selves, he  was  not  without  hope  that  they 
would  view  the  matter  in  another  light;. 
and  that  a  provision  to  prohibit  the  dis- 
tillation from  corn  till  barley  should  sink 
to  any  given  price,  and  then  to  allow  it. 
to  be  used  in  distilleries  till  it  rdse  to  a 
certain  price,  would  be  considered  as  a 
sufficient  security  for  their  interests,  and 
induce  them  to  acquiesce  in  the  measure. 
This  was  the  best  mode  of  relieving  the 
West  India  merchants,  whom  every  body 
allowed  to  be  in  a  situation  requiring  relief. 
No  person  but  the  late  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  Ireland  had  suggested  any 
other  remedy,,  viz.  by  lowering  the  duties 
on  sugar ;  but  that  right  honourable  baro- 
net must  have  been  aware,  that  the  last 
addition  of  three  shillings  per  cwt.  had 
been  laid  on  by  the  late  administration. 
About  400,000  quarters  of  malt  were  con- 
sumed in  the  distilleries,  and  three  millions' 
and  a  half  in  the  breweries ;  and  if  it  was 
itdt  for  the  imjirovement  in  science,  the 
quantity  of- barley  consumed  in  the  brew-, 
eries  would  be  double  what  it  was.    It 
appeared  that  this  country  imported  to 
the  amount  of  700,000  quarters  of  corn 
annually ;  and  though  he   thanked  God 
that  he  had  no  apprehension  of  a  scarcityi 
yet  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  the  rise  that,  might  take  place 
in  the  price  of  bread.     A  right  hon.  gc"!^* 
had  said  on  a  former  night,  that  this  naea- 
sure  would  be  a  violation  of  the  act  of  union; 
and  that  they  ought  not,  tinder  the  tempta- 
tion of-  an  immediate  convenience,  to  sus- 
pend the  provisions  of  that  act*    No  ffi^a 
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inore  anxiously  than  himself  wished  that 
the  articles  of  union  between  the  two 
^untries  should  be  preserved  from  viola<« 
iion^  so  far  as  the  prmciples  of  good  faith 
required ;  but  why  was  it  ^necessary  to 
^bere  to  the  le.tter  pf  these  articles^  in 
opposition  to  a  measure  of  great  public 
utility  ?  all  that  was  asked  of  Ireland  was, 
that  at  a  period  of  gre^  distress  to  a  valu- 
able part  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  whilst 
this  country  with  a  view  to  their  relief 
suspended  the  distillation  from  corn,  Ire- 
land should  suspend  its  export  of  spirits 
to  this  country.  The  risbt  hon.  gent, 
then  recapitulated  his  various  arguments, 
and  concluded  with  expressing  a  hope,  that 
the  measure  in  the  guarded  shape  he  liad 
suggested,  would  be  acceded  to. 

Sir  W,  W.  Wynne  allowed  the  distress  of 
the  West.  India  Planters  and  Merchants, 
itnd  would  be  ready  to  give  them  relief  in 
any  other  way  than  this.  He  had  sug- 
gested for  that  purpose  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  such  sugar  as  should  b^  employed 
in  the  feeding  of  cattle.  But,  whilst  he 
was  anxious  to  afford  relief  to  the  We^t 
Indies^  he  could  not  consent  to  such  a 
measujre  as  the  present,  which  would 
pre^  exclusively  on  the  landed  interest. 
The  present  price  of  barley  was  not 
extraordinary,  considerins;  the  shortness 
of  the  lasit  ci;9p.  JF9r  tAese  reasons  he 
should  oppose  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
Chair. 

Mr*  Barhamrose  and  said;^ — ^Mr.  Speak- 
er ;  Having  b^en  a  pretty  diUgent  mem- 
bpr  of  this  committee ;  haying  conqurred 
in  the  report  and  the  measure  originally 
recommended  in  it ;  having  also,  thqugh 
with  x^qch  less  satisfactio.n  to  my  own 
mind,  acceded  to  .the  measure  afterwards 
proposed ;  I  was  very  desirous  to  offer  my 
opinion  on  the  s\ibject,  when  it  was  last 
under  discussion ;  and  I  was  the  more  aiix- 
ious  to  obtain  your  notice,  because^  it  so 
happened,  that  not  one  of  this  laborious 
committee  had  an  opportunity  to  vindi- 
cate their  report,  excepting  indeed  one 
honourable  member  who  spoke  very  short- 
ly ^t  the  beginning  of  tlxe  debate,  and  an 
honourable  ifriend  of  mine,  who  obtained 
sopiething  like  a  hearing  when  the  house 
was  exhausted,  and  could  no  longer  com- 
mand its  attention  to  a  speech  which,  at  a 
ntoj^e  auspicious  moment,  could  not  have 
failed  to  make  the  deepest  impression. — 
Sir ;    this  subject  presents  itself  in  two 
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distinct  points  of  view^ — ^First  as  a  matter 
of  domestic  economy  ;  and  here  we  have 
to  enquire  merely  whether  the  situation  of 
the  country  be  such  as  to  demand  mea- 
sures of  precaution  in  regard  to  its  supply 
of  com  ;  and  if  that  were  found  to  be  the 
case,  whether  the  present  measure  be  a 
fit  one  for  the  purpose. — ^Next  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  co- 
lonies ;  and  then  the  enquiry  will  be, 
whether  the  colonies  need  relief?  whether 
as  a  matter  of  policy  in  regard  to  our  own 
interest,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  in  re- 
gard to  their  claims,  relief  should ,  be 
granted  ?  and  finally,  whether,  if  relief  be 
granted,  this  mode  of  relief  be  the  most 
advantageous  to  them,  and  least  inconve- 
nient to  oupelves  ? — ^First  then,  as  to  the 
domestic  question  in  regard  to  our  supply 
of  com.  I  ^m  aware,  sir,  of  the  delicacy 
of  this  subject. — ^I  know  how  very  unde- 
sirable such  discussions  are  when  they  can 
be  avoided,  and  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the 
mischiefs  that  may  arise  from  false  alarm. 
But,  Sir,  when  ifacts  are  brought  before 
you,  it  is  impossible  not  to  know  them  ; 
when  proved,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be- 
lieve them  :  and  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  at 
all  time^  it  is  safest  to  speak  truth,  and 
that,  it  a  false  alarm  may  be  dangerous,  a 
false  security  may  be  fatal. — But  whether 
it  was  right  or  wrong  to  stir  this  subject, 
it  is  ^ot  our  doing.  The  question  of  scar- 
city was  first  brought  forward  by  those 
who  oppose  us.  It  was  they  who  called 
those  witness^,  who  proved  the  shortness 
of  last  year*s  crop ;  it  was  they  who  en- 
tered into  those  long  examinations.  We 
submitted  with  reluctance,  and  merely  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  partiality  which 
would  have  been  readily  oestowed  on  us, 
had  we  resisted  the  com*se  they  ^chose  to 
foUpw.  Well,  sir,  they  completely  estab- 
lished their  position,  and  proved  the  great 
deficiency  of  the  last  crop.  This  was 
done  indeed,  with  a  very  aifierent  view, 
and  for  a  very  different  purpose  than  that 
which  resulted  from  it.  They  established 
the  deficiency  of  the  last  crop,  in  order  to 
justify  the  present  high  prices ;  not  observ- 
ing, that  while  they  were  carrying  a  col- 
lateral point,  they  were  cutting  the  main 
ground  from  under  their  feet ;  forgetting 
that  you  cannot  know  a  thing  for  one  pur- 
pose, and  not  know  it  for  another;  and 
forgetting,  that  the  crop  could  not  at  the 
same  time  be  short,  in  order  to  justify  high 
prices,  and  abundant,  in  order  to  justify 
non-importation. — Sir  ;  if  we  could  divest 
ourselves  of  all  bias  that  our  minds  may 
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have  taken  in  the  course  of  this  contest ; 
if  we  could  forget  all  the  arguments  that 
have  been  bandied  about  on  both  sides ; 
if  we  could  suppose  a  house  of  commons 
quite  new  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  mi- 
nister should  come  down  and  tell  us,  that 
the  usual  supply  of  corn,  to  the  amount  of 
800,000  quarters,  on  which  the  nation  had 
hitherto  depended  ,for  support,  was  stopt 
by  the  enemy ;  if  he  farther  informed  us, 
that,  on  careful  enquiry,  it  appeared  that 
our  late  crop  was  materially  deficient,  can 
there  «be  a  doubt  that  such  information 
would  excite  a  very  serious  sensation  in 
the  house  ?  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that,  if 
any  member  should  discover  within  our 
reach  a  source  from  which  this  deficit 
could   be   supplied,   he  would  be  hailed 
with  the  most  joyful  acclamation  ?  It  would 
.  probably  next  occur  to  us,  that  the  most 
energetic  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  case.     Exten- 
sion and  improvement  of  agriculture  would, 
doubtless,  be  our  next  concern :  but  would 
any  man  suppose  that,  with  a  view  to 
these,  we  should  reluse  the  immediate  sup- 
ply ?  Would  any  man  suppose  it  posi^ible, 
that  those  who  had  not  objected  to  the  im- 
portation of  com  from  foreign  states  last 
year,  when  the  crop  was  plentiful,  would 
now  object  to  an  equivalent  importation 
from  our-own  colonies,  when  the  crop  had 
been  notoriously  deficient  ?  and  that  those 
who  were  so  much  alarmed  at  losing  the 
usual  source  of  supply,  would  be  still  more 
alarmed  when  a  new  source  of  supply 
were  found  in  its  place? — I  know  very 
well  that  it  is  not  barley,  but  wheat  and 
oats  which  we  were  wont  to  import ;  but 
this   makes   no  difference.      In  common 
times,  the  different  sorts  of  grain. are  easily 
commutable  in  various  uses,  and,  in  times 
of  scarcity,  the  great  object  is,  that  there 
should  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  some  corn 
or  other.^ — I  think,  sir,  I  might  stop  even 
here,  and  that  to  every  man  of  common 
understanding,  enough  has  been  said*   But 
the  farther  we  proceed,  the  stronger  will 
be  the  case. — ^The  argument  as  to  barley 
separately,  seems  more  cogent,  because  it 
is  more  specific.     We  know  that  of  barley, 
the  usual  consumption  is   equal   to  the 
usual  crop  ;  for  of  barley  there  is  usually 
neither  import  rifer  export,     It  has  not 
beqn  alleged  by  any  one,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  last  crop  there  was  any  unusual 
stock  on  hand,  and  it  is  proved  that  the 
last  crop  was  deficient  at  the  least  one 
fourth.     How  then  stands  the  case?  The 
usual  consumption  and  the  usual  crop  are 


equal,  but  the  last  crop  was  greatly  defi- 
cient.    Of  two  things  then,  one  must  hap-- 
pen  ;  either  wc  must  reduce  oar  consump^- 
tion  to  the  crop,  or  iVe"  must  by  importa- 
tion bring  up  our  crop  to  the  consumption. 
Which  will    you   choose?   to  my  argu- 
ment it  is  indifferent.     If  you  say,  '*  We 
will  import ;"  I  answer,  '*  This  is  exactly 
what  we  propose^to  do,  importing  only, 
instead  of  com,  sugar,  which  stands  in  lieu 
of  born." — ^What  mterest  has  the  barley- 
glower  here  ?  If  indeed  he  wishes  the 
market  not  to  be  supplied,  in  order  that 
he  may  get  exorbitant  prices,  he  has  a 
very  strong  interest  against  the  measure. 
But  such  a  view  he  disclaims ;  and  if  the 
deficiency  of  the  market  is  to  be  supplied, 
to  him  it  must  be  indififerent  from  whence 
the  supply  arrives ;  whether  from  the  Bal- 
tic, in  the  shape  of  corn,  or  from  the  West 
Indies,  in  the  shape  of  sugar. — But  per- 
haps you  will  take  the  other  alternative, 
and  say,  "  we  will  not  import,  but  we  will 
diminish   the    consumption ;"    and    this 
seems  to  be  the  favourite  answ^er.     Accord  - 
ingly  we  are  told,  there  is  '^  sufficient  for 
a  diminished  consumption  ;"/a  phrase,  by- 
the-by,  which  might  be  used  in  scarcity 
and  almost  in  famine. — Well ;    the  con- 
sumption is  to  be  diminished.     Now,  what 
is  this  measure,  but  a  measure  to  diminish 
the  consumption  by  exactly  that  quantity 
which  is  used  in  the  distillery  ?  What  dif- 
ference here  again  does  it  make  to  the  bar- 
ley-grower how  it  is  to  be  diminished,  so 
the  diminution  is  to  take  place  ?  Would  it 
be  better  for  him,  if  the  saving  should  be 
effected  by  painful  privations  in  the  food 
6f  cattle  and  man?  Alas !  sir,  a  good^deal 
of  this  privation  will  still  be  necessary ; 
for  the  amount  consumed  in  the  distillery 
is  far  short  of  the  deficit. — Ah  argument 
of  this  nature  admits  of  no  answer  but  by 
denial  of  the  premises.     But  what  are  the 
premises  ?  One,  an  uncontested  fact,  name- 
ly, that  the  usual  consumption  is  equal  to 
the  usual  crop  ;   and  the  other,  a  fact  es- 
tablished by  the  concuri'^nt  testimony  of 
all   the  witnesses*  brought  by  our  op- 
ponents, and   examined  by  themselves ; 
persons  of  all  descriptions,  and  from  all 
quarters;  practical  farmers,  theoretical  far- 
mers, corn-dealers,  writers  on  economy, 
all  agreeing  that  the  barley  crop  had  been 
thus  deficient.     Now,  sir,  persons  coming 

*  I  think  there  was  one  exception;  a 
witness  from  Dorsetshire,  who  stated  that, 
in  this  county,  the  crops  had  not  be^n  lo 
bad  as  in  other  part9« 
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into  a  court  and  beginning  by  a  disclaimer 
of  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses,  called 
and  Examined  by  themselves,  do  not,  I 
think,  open  their  case  very  auspiciously. 
But  this  is  not  all ;  they  tell  you  also,  that 
not  only  these  witnesses  were  incompetent 
to  speak  of  the  crop,  but  that  no  witness- 
es could  be  competent  to  that  purpose  ; 
for  that  Price  is  the  only  criterion  by 
which  a  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the 
crop.  Why  then,  I  would  ask,  did  they 
bring  these  witnesses  before  the  commit- 
tee ?  Why  those  tedious  examinations  of 
witnesses  thus  known  to  be  incompetent, 
when  the  question  might  have  been  se- 
curely answered  by  calling  for  the  Ga- 
zette ?  But  let  this  inconsistency  pass. 
We  may  safely  do  it,  for  we  shall  present- 
ly stop  them  at  another.  We  will  sup- 
pose them  to  have  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  time  they  wasted,  and  to 
have  explained  to  the  house  how  it  is  that, 
in  the  month  of  May,  no  person  can  tell 
whether  the  last  crop  was  productive  or 
not,  when  in  the  next  breath,  they  tell  you 
that  the  next  crop  must  be  abundant.  Tney 
shall  come  back  *  recti  in  curia'  to  argue  on 
their  new  ground.  Price  is  the  crite- 
rion : — ^be  it  so — ^That  Price,  taken  on  a 
base  sufficiently  extended,  is  a  safe  index 
of  the  proportion  between  the  quantity  of 
any  article  and  the  demand  for  it,  no  per- 
son in  his  senses  ever  doubted,  or^ever  will. 
But  that  Price,  taken  on  a  narrow  scale 
either  of  time  or  place,  would  be  a  most 
fallacious  criterion,  is  not  less  evident: 
for  how  often  does  it  happen  that  the  price 
of  any.  thing  shall  suddenly  rise,  or  sud- 
denly fall,  without  any  circumstance  in- 
tervening, which  could  have  materially 
altered  either  the  stock  or  the  consumption? 
A  thousand  causes  affect  it,  both  physical 
an4  moral,  some  belonging  to  the  thing  it- 
self, and  some  quite  independent  of  it. — 
But  let  this  go  too. — ^The  present  price 
shall  be  the.  criterion,  taking  it  from  the 
beginning  of  this  committee  to  the  present 
time.  Has  not  this  price,  then,  progres- 
sively risen  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  ?  Is  it  not  now  at  the  nighest,  and  at 
the  highest  under  the  existence  of  a  cause 
which  must  necessarily  depress  it ;  name- 
ly, the  expectation  of  a  measure  which  is 
to  take  out  of  the  market  a  considerable 
demand  ?  Notwithstanding  this,  the  price 
has  risen  from  39$,  to  4-8^.  Four  years 
ago,  the  legislature  determined,  that  when 
barley  should  exceed  33  shillings,  the 
ports  should  be  open  to  importation ; 
thereby  judging,  as  betweea  the  grower 


and  consumer,  that  it  ought  not  to  exceed 
that  price.  Whether  this  be  a  proper 
maximum,  I  will  not  enquire  ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  affirm  that  .the  present  price  proves 
the  present  supply  to  be  unusually  defici- 
ent :  for,  were  the  present  supply  equal  to 
the  usual  supplyj  the  present  price  would 
be  lower  than  the  usual  price,  under  the 
circumstance  of  an  unusual  diminution  of 
demand  being  expected. — I  know  not  how 
to  proceed  farther  in  proof;  and  I  imagine 
few  persons  will  expect  it,  or  will  hesitate 
to  conclude  that  measures  of  precaution 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  economizing  our 
stock  of  com,  w^hether  they  form  their 
judgment  on  the  obvious  fact  that  our 
usual  sources  of  supply  are  stopt ; — on  the 
evidence  given  relative  to  late  crops  of 
barley,  oats,  pease,  and  potatoes,  &c. ; — 
or  whether  they  form  it  on  a  consideration 
of  the  present  price  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  moment. — ^fiut  it  is 
said,  '*  why  not  wait  till  you  find  the  mar- 
ket practically  to  fail  ?  Any  man  may 
yet  buy  what  barley  he  wants."  Sir,  I 
deny  the  fact:*  but  even  if  it  were  so,  1 
believe  it  will  be  safer  to  begin  saving 
when  called  on  by  prudence,  than  to  go 
on  consuming  till  stopped  by  necessity. — 
I  know  not  that  it  is  necessary  to  add 
more  on  this  part  of  the  subject:  but  as  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  respecting  th6 
price  of  corn,  I  also  am  desirous  to  ofler 
my  opinion  on  that  point. — Gentlemen 
say,  they  do  not  desire  too  high  a  price. 
I  agree  with  them.  They' will  probably 
agree  with  me,  when  I  say  that  I  should 
be  sorry  the  price  were  too  low.  Not  only 
because  too  low  a  price  must  occasion  too 
high  a  price  afteri^ards;  but  also  because 
I  can  enter  into  their  feelings  both  as  a 
farmer  and  a  landlord.  Yet  though  we 
agree  that  the  price  should  be  neither 
too  high  nor  too  low,  we  may  perhaps 
be  no  nearer  for  that ;  the  question  still 
remains,  what  is  too  high  or  too  low  ?  A 
word  has  lately  been  discovered,  which 
seems  to  be  very  much  liked,  namely,  a 
remunerating  price.  I  do  not  object  to 
this  word  :  but  I  fear  we  shall  use  it  in  a 
different  sense,  and  that  much  is  to  be  set- 
tled before  we  shall  agree  what  it  means, 

*  It  is  a  fact  that,  in  many  parts  of  the 
north,  the  markets  are  not  supplied;  and 
that  the  greatest  distress  prevails.  The 
London  market  has  indeed  not  failed  vet : 
but  when  that  market  shall  fail,  it  will  not 
be  a  case  for  precaution ;  for  precaution 
will  be  too  late. 
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or  ought  to   mean. — ^The  remunerating 
price  of  cotn  must  depend  a  great  deal  on 
the  renumerating  price  of  land. — Now, 
sir,  if  we  were  to  consult  gentlemen  from 
various  parts  as  to  what  was  considered 
"to  ♦be  the  remunerating  price  of  land  in 
their  several  counties,  we  should  find  that 
rents  had  increased,  and  were  increasing, 
at  an  astonishing  rate.     In  Hampshire,  1 
know  much  land  that,  in  a  few  years,  has 
doubled  its  rent.     In  Norfolk,  I  remember 
barley. land  letting  as  3*.  per  acre,  which 
now  lets  at  15*.     Of  Essex  I  cannot  speak 
so  much  from  personal  knowledge ;  but  I 
haye  good  authority  for  saying  that  land 
there  has  got  to  an  extravagant  price.    In 
South-Wales  (in  many  parts  of  which, 
barley  is  the  prhicipal  crop),  I  can  affirm, 
that  the  rise  of  rents  is  such  as,  till  lately, 
.no  landlord  had  hoped  for;  and  Scotland, 
I  believe,  is  not  behind-hand  in  this  re- 
spect.— I  do  not  mention  this  in  the  way  of 
blame  :  it  is  natural  that  land-owners,  like, 
other  persons,  should  take  the  best  price 
which  the  market  will  ai^rd.    As  there 
neither  is  nor  can  be  combination,  it  is 
fairly  taken.     I  pretend  not  to  be  more 
unwilling  than  others  to  participate   in 
these  advantages:  but  I  mention  it  as  a 
reason  why  the  landholder    should  not 
'jCom plain  of  unequal  burthens  and   undue 
depression,  for  which  he  can  and  does  so 
fully  indemnify  himself;  I  mention  it,  to 
shew  that  those  who  claim  a  high  remu- 
nerating  price  for  corn,  are  not  without 
interest  in  that  price  themselves. — Well, 
sir,  we  will  suppose    the   i-emunerating 
price  to  be  adjusted  with  the  landlord  :  it 
remains  to  settle  with  the  farmer. — He 
will  naturally  first  claim  a  price  that  shall 
cover  his  rent,  taxes,  and  other  charges ; 
which  shall  cover  the  loss  by  a  deficient 
^crop  ;  and  this»  it  seems,  must  be  so  cal- 
culated, that  the  price  of  any  one  crop 
^ust  cover  the  failure  of  every  other. 
For  instance,  barley  must  be  dear,  not 
^  only  because  barley  has  failed,  but  be- 
,  cause  pease  and  beans  have  failed.     But 
..had  pease  and  beans  been  abundant,  how 
woi^d  it  have  been  then  I    I  question  if 
,we  should  have  heard  that,  on  that  ac- 
count, barley  should  be  cheaper,  any  more 
than  we  hear  th^t  barley  should  be  cheap 
because  the  crop  of  wheat  waa  abundahti 
You  see,  sir,  the  principle  is,  that  the 
loss  by  deficiency  of  aily  crop  may  b^ 
charged  on  any  other  'crop ;  but  the  abun- 
dance of  any  crop  may  not  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  any  other  crop  in  extenua- 
tion of  its  price. — ^We  will  however  sup- 


pose all  this  to  be  settled  with  the  farmer* 
— ^He  will  next  ^claim  a  sufficient  profit 
to  enable  him  to  live  comfortably  ftild 
eenteelly.     We  know  what  this  means, 
for  we  have  it  before  our  eyes.     Parts  o£ 
the  country  may  difter ;  but  in  many  parts 
it  means  this,  that  they  are  to  live  at  ndore 
expence,  not  only  than  their  own  ances- 
tors, but  the  ancestors  of  many  of  their 
landlords.     It  would  also  be  expected  that 
their  profits  should  enable  them  to  provide 
for  their  families,  not  only  in  their  dwn 
line,  but  also  in  the  different  walks  of  life 
formerly  occupied  by  the  higher  orders. 
Still  it  remains,  that  they  should  have  the 
means  of  laying  by  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chase their  own  or  neighbouring  farnis,  if 
such  should  come  to  sale :   and  accord- 
ingly I  have  heard,  from  no  incompetent 
authority,  that  half  the  land  which  has 
been  s6ld  of  late  years, 'has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  farmers. — In  this  dass,  as  in 
every  Other,  the  road  to  prosperity  should  . 
be  open.      Industry,  perseverance,    and 
economy,  .should  insure  competency ;  su- 
perior skill  and  superior  fortune  should 
lead  to  advahcement:  but  where  gains  are 
so  considerable  as  to  enable  a  great  pro- 
portion of  any  class  to  move  from  itx 
sphere,  ill  consequences  Will  follow.  Lux- 
ury)  every-where  pernicious,  is  no-wher« 
so  fatal  as  when  it  infects  those  whose  bu- 
siness it  is  to  till  the  earth  :  I  throw  out  as 
a  suggestion  for  those  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, whether  the  too  gre^t  association  of 
the  higher  orders  with  this  class  of  men, 
by  whatever  excellent  motives  it  has  been 
prompted,  may  not  have  served  in  some 
degree  to  give  them  ideas  that  rather  be- 
long to  gentlemen  ?     And  from  the  very 
narrow  view  which  some  gentlemen  take 
of  this  subject,  I  cannot  help  adding,  that 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  they  had  too  much 
adopted  ideas  that  belong  to  farmers.— 
I  shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  but 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  rents  of  Itod  are 
too  high,  the  profits  of  farmers  too  hi^, 
and  the  .price  of  provisions  too  high  for 
the  people,  the  bulk  of  whom  have  no 
other  prospect  than  that  of  closing  a  life 
of  labour  in  a  workhouse. — I  now  turn  to 
another  part  of  the  subject,  the  Colonial 
case.    This,  sir,  though  we.  have  endea- 
voured to  iblind  ourselves  to  it  so  long ;  . 
though  it  is  but  a  very  short  time  since^ 
even  in  this  house,  we  have  heard  of  the 
exorbitant  gains  of  the  planters ;  thdugb* 
within  two  years,  they  were  still  thbught 
to  be  the  fittest  subjects  fi>r  fresh  taxation 
(the  tax  being  oidy  not  collectied  fh>im 
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the  impossibility  of  taking  something 
Ivhere'nothingwas  left)  ;^  notwithstanding 
all  this  obstinate  ignoranoe  of  their  case, 
that  case  is  now  fully  made  out,  'so  that  no 
man  can  pretend  to  donbt  -it ;  by  the  oon* 
current  reports  df •  three  sncc^sive  com- 
mittees, it  is  piroyed  to  be  neither  more  nor 
less  than  this, — That  colonial  property, 
having  for  a  lOhg  time  made  yery  inade- 
quate returns  fdr  the  capital  employed,  is 
at  last  arriyed  at  that  point,  that  it  makes 
no  return  at  all.  So  that  this  great  part 
of  your  empire,  whose  produce  pays  di- 
rectly four  millions  into  the  Exchequer ; 
tvhich  maintains  17,000  seamen  for  your 
navy;  which  takes  off  six  millions  of  your 
manufactures,  and  which  has  contributed, 
within  these  laiJt  twenty  years,  more  to 
the  balance  of  your  foreign  tmde  than 
any  other  class,  has,  as  the  return  for  its 
t)wn  capital  and  industry,  left — ^not  one 
shilling! — 'Presuming,  then,  that  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  case  is  no  longer  question- 
able :  the  next  enquiry  will  be  as  to  its 
real  cause,  and  its  proper  remedy.  The 
immediate  cause  is  obvious ;  namely,  that 
the  importation  of  their  main  staple  com- 
modity, sugar,  far  exceeds  the  demand  ; 
tind  that,  consequently,  its  price  has  fallen 
so  low,  as  barely  to  cover  the  charges  of 
production,  duty,  freight,  &c.  Thus  their 
profits  are  reduced  to  nothing :  while  all 
the  burthens  imposed  on  them,  and  sup- 
portable only  in  times  of  prosperity,  remain 
unmitigated. — Had  this  excess  of  impor- 
tation beyond  the  demand  arisen  merely 
from  the  spontatieous  produce  of  our  olil 
islands,  or  even  from  a  gradual  decline  of 

*  It  is  said,  these  are  riot  taxes  on  the 
planter,  but  on  the  consumer.  This  is 
however  not  the  case.  It  cannot  be  laid 
down  as  a  general  proposition,  that  taxes 
fall  either  on  the  producer  or  the  consumer: 
for,  according  to  circumstances,  they  will 
fell  on  either,  or  on  both :  and  this  de- 

fends  on  the  degree  of  supply  and  demand, 
prove  it  thus :  There  must  be  a  maxi- 
mum of  price  at  which  consumption  will 
cease,  and  a  minimum  at  which  produc- 
tion will  cease.  Now  then,  suppose  this 
maximum  to  exist,  a  fresh  tax  would  ne- 
cessarily fall  on  the  producer:  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  premises,  the  consumer  can 
pay  no  higher  price.  If,  on  the  other 
■  hand,  the  price  be  at  its  minimum,  a  fresh 
•tax  must  fell  on  the  consumer;  for  the 
producer  can  go  no  lower.  Intermediate 
cases  must  be  governed  by  the  same  prin- 
ciple. 


our  domestic  consumption,  these  things 
might  be  fairly  left  to  recover  their  due 
proportion :  and  cert^inly>  the  colonies, 
though,  under  any  particular  pressure, 
they  might  have  asked  for  relief,  and 
though,  under  particular  circumstances,  it 
might  have  been  wise  on  our  own  account 
to  have  granted  it ;  yet  they  could  have 
' claimed  nothing  as  a  right.  But  if  it  is 
by  your  acts,  and  by  acts  of  which  you  de- 
rive the  benefit,  that  the  due  proportion 
of  supply  and  demand  has  been  destroyed  ; 
and  that,  by  your  assistance  only,  the  le- 
vel can  be  restored,  they  have  a  right  to 
apply  not  only  to  your  liberality  and  po- 
licy, but  to  your  justice. — ^The  case  is  glar- 
ing. By  your  conquests,  almost  all  the 
sugar  in  the  world  is  forced  into  this  mar- 
ket, and,  by  the  conquests  of  Buonaparte, 
here  it  is  confined.  I  admit  indeed,  that 
the  production  of  the  old  colonies  has  been 
somewhat  extended  *  but  not  in  the  same 
degree  with  our  domestic  consumption; 
so  that  this  cannot  be  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son for  withholding  relief,  at  least  in  as 
far  as  the  evil  has  arisen  from  your  own 
acts,  in  which  they  had  no  interest,  and 
over  which  they  had  no  controul.  Much 
pains  has  been  taken  not  only  to  justify 
the  refusal  of  relief  by  representing  that 
their  distress  arose  from  extended  speeu- 
latimis,  ikit  to  mark  these  with  an  oppro- 
bious  character.  Extended  agriculture  is 
doubtless  a  speculation :  but  why  a  gamb- 
ling speculation  ?  I  wish  to  know,  sir, 
whether  British  subjects,  acquiring  or  in- 
heriting land  in  the  British  colonies,  for- 
feit not  only  their  right  (as  it  would  seem 
they  do)  to  equal  fevour,  but -also  the  right 
to  have  their  actions  tried  by  the  same 
standard  of  morality  ?  A  landholder  here 
hnproveshis  estate,  enlarges  his  cropsj  and 
brings  his  waste  land  into  cultivation : — it 
is  a  speculation,  and  may  be  prc^table  or 
not :  but,  at  any  rate,  it  is  deemed  au  ho- 
nourable and  praise  worthy  exertion.  A 
land -holder  in  the  colonies  does>  the  same 
thing :  but  there*  having  first  deprived  him 
of  the  reward  of  his  industry,  to  justify 
that  act,  you  brand  him  with  the  name  of 

*  This  extension  has  less  arisen  from 
the  cultivation  of  new  lands,  than  from  the 
introduction  of  a  more  productive  plant,-*- 
the  Bourbon-cane :  and  the  extension  is 
more  apparent  than  i*eal,  for  though  the 
south-sea  cane  yields  a  greater  quantity 
of  sugar,  yet  that  sugar  contains  a  less 
proportion  of  true  saccharine  matter  than 
the  other. 
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a  gambling  speculator.  .  But  it  has  been 
said,  if  the  evil  arises  from  an  over-produc- 
tion of  sugar,  the  planters  have  the  reme- 
dy in  their  own  hands.  Let  them  pro- 
duce a  less  quantity.  Sir,  no  concert  or 
combination  is  possible  in  so  numerous  a 
body ;  nor  will  the  effect  be  produced,  as 
in  most  other  instances  it  would,  by  the 
natural  operation  of  a  low  price.  In  other 
cases  of  agriculture,  if  a  crop  be  unpro- 
ductive as  to  price,  it  will  not  be  renewed, 
but  other  craps  will  \>e'  substituted  in  its 
room.  Such  is  not  (he  case  with  sugar .** 
A  sugar  estate  can  be  converted  to  no 
other  purpose  *,  without  sacrificing  nearly 
the  whole ;  nor  can  its  crop  be  lessened, 
without  aggrivated  loss  :  for,  as  the  ex- 
pences  must  remain  nearly  the  same, 
whatever  be  the  crop ;  it  follows  that,  the 
lower  the  price  may  be,  the  more  every 
man  is  compelled  to  keep  his  crop  at  the 
highest,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
actual  loss  where  there  had  been  no  gain 
before  f .  I  think,  sir,  I  might  here  con- 
clude, without  farther  argument,  that  re- 
lief is  due  to  the  colonies ;  and  that  on  this 
shewing  alone,  an  equitable  government 
could  not  refuse  it,  because  their  ruin 
arises  from  the  acts  of  this  countiy,  of 
which  this  country  derives  the  benefit.  I 
might  represent  that,  in  balancing  between 

''^  If  it  wer^  possible  to  convert  sugar 
estates  into  coiiee  or  cotton  plantations,  it 
is  clear  that  not  much  would  be  gained 
thereby :  it  would  be  exchanging  merely 
a  glut  of  sugar  for  a  glut  of  coffee  or  cot- 
ton.— ^I«rom  the  introduction  of  new  ob- 
jects of  cultivation  from  the  East,  )ierhaps, 
in  time  much  benefit  may  result:  but 
these  things  are  too  distant  to  save  the  co- 
lonies, which  must  perish  before  sucK  be- 
nefit could  arise.  But  surely  this  proposal 
to  the  colonies,  of  changing  the  object  of 
their  cultivation,  comes  rather  curiously 
from  those  who  contend,  that  the  agricul- 
ture of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would  be 
ruined  if  any  other  com  was  substituted  in 
lieu  of  barley  in  only  one*  eight  of  its  usual 
crop. 

t  But  supposing  it  were  possible  for  the 
planter  to  reduce  his  crop,  the  consequence 
must  be,  that  the  exportation  from  this 
country,  and  the  shipping  employed,  mus^t 
undergo  a  similar  diminution.  How  far 
this  may  touch  the  vital  interest  of  Great 
Britain,  will  best  appear  from  the  consi- 
deration of  what  our  enemy  is  aiming 
chiefly  to  destroy, — our  commerce  and 
navy. 


them  and  those  of  any  other  class  of  men, 
not  only  the  relative  importance  of  the 
parties  to  the  state  should  be  considered, 
but  also  the  importance  which  the  thing 
contended  fbr  is  to  those  parties ;  and  that, 
however  inferior  a  stake  to  the  nation  the 
prosperity  of  the  colonies  may  be,  com- 
pared with  the  prosperity  of  its  domestic 
agriculture,^  yet  if  the  thing  in  question 
be  all   to  one,  and  little  to  the  other,  it 
should  not  be  refused. — Such   language 
would  the  colonies  be  entitled  to  hold: 
(for  are  they  not  equally  your  subjects  ?) 
but  continued  oppression  has  taught  them 
an  humble  tone.  For  equal  favour  they  pre- 
sume not  to  ask,  of  unequal  burthens  they 
presume  not  to   complain;  and  though, 
when  they  were  prosperous,  you  seized  on 
the  greater  part  of  their  pronts  as  soon  as 
it  could  be  ef&cted ;  though  you  now  con- 
tinue equal  exaction  when  those  profits 
are  extinct,  they  submit,  and  all  they  now 
ask  of  you  is,  that  they  may  at  least  be 
permitted  to  exist;  and,  finally,  in  the 
moment  of  their  ruin,  they  tell  you  that, 
if  you  destro}""  their  only  market,  they 
must  perish. — ^Sir ;  the  colonies  may  claim 
of  you  not  only  on  these  grounds  of  com- 
mon right,  which  every  subject  must  have 
under  every  government ;  but  they  may 
claim  of  you  your  positive  engagement  and 
plighted  faith.     What  was  your  original 
compact  with  the  colonies  ?     I  cannot  be 
supposed  to  mean  an  instrument  signed 
and  exchanged ;  but  I  mean  an  understand- 
ing as  binding  and  clear  as  any  instrument 
could  have  ratified.  You  took  their  all;  you 
subjected  their  interest  to  that  of  Great 
JBritain  in  every  possible  way.     Bound  ta 
navigate  in  ypur  ships ;  compelled  to  part 
with  their  produce  in  a  raw  state,  that  you 
might  have  the  benefit  of  its  manufac- 
ture ; — of  you  only,  they  were  permitted 
to  buy  ;  t  in  your  market  only,  they  were 
peripitted  to  sell.     Is  a  possible,  then,  to 
suppose  that  nothing  was  given  them  in 
return  ?     Yes,  sir,  by  the  same  authority 
which  took  this  from  them, — ^by  act  of 
parliament,  you  gave  them  in  return — your 
market.  It  was  monopoly  for  monopoly : — 
and  now  if,  retaining  that  which  you  took, 
you  deprive  them  of  that  which  you  gave 
m  return,  your  laws  were  a  snare,  and 
you^*  injustice  is  complete. — Now,  whether 
this  monopoly  of  your  market  be  recalled 
by  act  of  parliament,  or  destroyed  indi- 
rectly by  the  acts  of  your  government, 
the  effect  is  the  same  to  them ;  and  the  in- 
justice will  be  the  saCme  in  you,  till  you  re- 
pair the  wrong,-*-In  this  instance  you  may 
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repair  it  at  an  easy  price.    The  fortune  of 
war,  by  stopping  tiie  importation  of  corn, 
has  thrown  a  great  advantage  into  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  ; — the  fortune  of  war, 
by  stoppping  the   exportation  of  sugar, 
when  you  had  overloaded  the  market,  has 
reduced  the  planter  to  ruin.     What  must 
we  think  of  the  former  class,  that  would 
not  part  with  a  small  share  of  this  advan- 
tage, to  save  the  latter  ?  what  must  we 
think  of  a  legislature  which  would  not 
compel  them  ?      The  case  between  the 
Colonies  and  the  land  (for  so  our  oppo- 
nents force  us  invidiously  to  put  it)  may 
be  stated  in  any  other  way.     The  nation 
required  of  the  colonies  to  provide  sugar 
for  its  consumption  and  export.    It  re- 
quired   of  the   land-holders  to   provide 
com  for  its  increasing  population.     The 
colonist  has    met  the    demand,   and   is 
ruined  ;  the  corn- grower  has  not  met  the 
demand,  and   is  rewarded  by  a  higher 
price. — ^They  say,  '  What  right  has  the  co- 
lonist to  the  distillery  ?     This  is  a  British 
consumption,  and  belongs  to  the  British 
producer."     Good  :  but  then,  what  right 
have  you  to  his  trade  ?  then,  what  right 
has    the    British   producer   to    his  con- 
sumption ?      But,  sir,    I  deny  that  the 
distillery  is   a  British  consumptipn.     At 
this  moment,  barley  may  be  imported 
from  any  port  of  Europe.     It  is   your 
enemy  who  prevents   it,  and  not  your 
law.    How  can  the  distillery  then  be  called 
a  British  consumption,  when,  if  Buona- 
parte would  sutler  it,  that  distillery  might 
be  wholly  supplied  with  com  from  the 
Baltic  ? — ^They  say,  this  measure  is  taking 
from  England,  and  giving  to  the  West  In- 
dies.— Sir ;  it  is  taking  nothing  from  Eng- 
land ;  but  it  is  substituting  the  produce  of 
the  West  Indies  for  that  of«foreign  states ; 
it  is  giving  to  England  an  advantage  in 
the  balance  of  trade ;  it  is  giving  her  inde- 
pendence of  the  enemy  as  to  her  supply 
of  food  ;  and  it  is  giving  her  security  as 
to  the  possession  of  her  colonies.     But 
were  it  taking  something  from  England, 
surely  it  were  wiser  to  forego  a  tempo- 
rary advantage,  than  risk  the  permanent 
source  of  profit.     One  cannot,  on  this  oc- 
casion, help  recollecting  the  Roman  fable 
which  represented  the  limbs  as  refusing 
sustenance  to  the  stomach.     Here  the  case 
is  inverted  ;  it  is  the  stomach  which  would 
refuse   to  impart  its  nourishment  to  the 
limbs  which  had  fed  it.^ — ^I  think  one  might 
put  a  case  of  tolerable  analogy  to  the  pre- 
sent, thus :  we  will  suppose  that,  by  the 
fortune  of  war,  the  island  of  Sicily  had 


fallen  into  our  hands ;  that,  by  capitula- 
tion, all  the  grain  of  that  fertile  country 
had  been  admitted  to  your  market ;  an^ 
that,  fix)m  the  course  of  the  war,  all  ex- 
portation of  corn  were  stopped.     We  will 
suppose  that,  at  the  same  time,  sugar  had 
risen  to  an  unusual  price  ;  that  one  con- 
siderable source  of  its  import  were  closed 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  the  crops  in  the 
remaining  islands  had  been  short.     We 
will  suppose  next,   that  some  ingenious 
person  had  discovered  a  means  of  extract- 
ing sugar  from  wheat:  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  land-holders  come  before 
you,  and  say :  '  we  have  received  little 
from  our  estates  for  some  years  past*;  ,|it 
present  we  receive  nothing.    The  interest 
on  our  mortgages  is  accumulating;  our 
annuities  and  jointures  are  unpaid ,  our 
estates  are  on  the  eve  of  foreclosure  for 
sums  quite  disproportioned  to  their  value ; 
and  our  families  are  starving  :  we  desire 
you  to  admit  this  new  sugar  into  use ;  we 
ask  it  only  for  a  time,  and  while  colonial 
sugar  shall  be  scarce.'     Does  any  man 
think  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
colonies  would  wish  to  interpose  a  selfish 
objection ;  or  th'at,  if  they  did,  it  would 
not  be  treated  with  well  merited  scorn  ? 
If  so,  let  it  be  explained  where  is  the  dif- 
ference in  this  from  the  present  case,  ex- 
cepting the  relative  weight  of  the  parties  ? 
If  there  be  no  other  difference,  I,  sir,  will 
tell  you,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that,  in 
rejecting  the  measure,  you    sign    your 
shame,  and  confess  that  power  is  the  mea- 
sure of  your  injustice. — ^I  know  it  will  be 
said,   the  case   is  not  analogous  in  one 
respect ;  for  it  is  not  the  admission  of 
sugar  the  colonies  require,  but  the  prohi- 
bition of  corn.     Sir ;  the  colonies  require 
no  prohibition:    for  them   it  would  be 
much  better  to  say  nothing  of  corn,  and 
merely  to  take  oif  the  prohibitory  duty 
on  sugar.     Admitted  on  the  same  terms 
as  malt,  sugar  would  speedily  occupy  the 
brewery  as  well  as  the  distillery  :  but  it 
is  your  own  revenue  which  requires  the 
prohibition  :  for,  were  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  barley  and  sugar  admitted,  the  re- 
venue could  not  be  protected  against  fraud. 
It  is  therefore,  on  the  behalf  of  your  reve- 
nue, proposed  that,  the  use  of  sugar  being 
prohibited    in  the   brewery,  the  use  of 
gprain  should  be  prohibited  in  the  distil- 
lery, which  consumes  not  one  fourth  of 
the  other. — Sir ;  the  colonies  which  have 
been  fettered  and  restricted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  every  oth^r  class  that  desired  it,  can 
perhaps  not  be  vubstanti^lly  and  perma* 
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nently  relieved  without  sooie  facrifice' 
•omewhere.  And  iqdeed  their  case  is 
desperate,  if  it  be  expected  that  they 
shall  propose  a  mode  of  relief  to  which  no 
man  will  urge  an  oby.ection.  That  cir- 
cumstances should  have  furnished  so  un- 
objectionable a  mode  as  the  present  mea- 
sure, was  not  within  their  expectation; 
and  if-  this  should  fail,  they  must  indeed 
be  sanguine  if  they  continue  to  hope. — 
It  has  been  remarked,  I  think  by  Montes- 
quieu, that  the  colonies  of  a  monarchy  are 
generally  belter  off  than  tho^e  of  ft  free 
state.  The  remark  is  just,  and  the  reason 
is  plain.  A  monarch  has  no  interest  to 
oppress  one  class  of  his  subjects  in  order 
to  farour  another.  In  a  state  where  a 
popular  assembly  has  much  to  say,  it  is 
otherwise.  There,  di^reht  interests  come 
into  collision ;'  the  stronger  will  preyail, 
and  the  colonial,  being  the  weakest,  will 
generally  be  oppressed.^The  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  forms  no  exception  to  this 
remark ;  and  we  have  paid  the  price  of 
it.  America  resisted,  and  was  lost.  The 
West  Indies  cannot  indeed  resist,  but  they 
may  be  ruined. — ^Methinks  I  hear  some 
gentlemen  say.  What  then  ?  It  may  be 
true  perhaps,  that  the  present  proprietors 
will  be  rumed :  but  what  is  this  to  the 
nation  ?  The  islands  will  remain  ;  sugar 
$irill  still  be  imported ;  manufacture  will 
0tiH  be  exported ;  and  ships  will  still  be 
employed. — ^Persons  who  can  thus  treat 
the  extinction  of  a  whole  community,  as 

'  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  state,  whose 
injustice  produced  it,  will  hardly  expect 
to  be  addressed  with  the  language  which 
a  just  and  generous  nation  would  desire  to 
hear.  But,  sir,  it  will  be  found,  that  those 
amongst  us  who  are  least  sensible  to  the 
feelings  of  justice  and  generosity,  are  not 
80  entirely  without  interest  in  the  case  as 
they  Hatter  themselves  they  are.  If,  Sir, 
mattei-s  could  proceed  quietly  to  this  point, 
I  grant  you  that  nothing  would  have  hap- 
pened but  the  total  ruin  of  the  present 
proprietors ;  and  whether  this,  with  all  its 
ramifications,  would  or  would  not  produce 
flome  serious  convulsion  in  the  state,  I  will 
not  pronounce. — -But  matters  will  not  pro- 
ceea  quietly  to  this  point.  Let  us  trace 
the  natural  progress  of  their  ruin  a  little 

'  closer.  For  a  short  time  it  will  probably 
happen,  that  such  proprietors  as  are  un- 
incumbered with  debt,  and  have  other 
4'esourses,  will  endeavour  to  continue  their 

•establishment,  submitting  rather  to  a  total 
loss  of  income  than  capital.  The  m^^ority 
cannot  do  this;  aiid  their  estates  will  be 


abandoned  to  the  creditor  for  his  debt, 
however  disproportioned  to  the  value.  A 
foreclosure  of  three-fourths  of  the  West- 
.  India  property  must  speedily  take '  place. 
But  however  cheaply  the  property  will 
be  acquired  by  the  new  owners,  still,  if  it 
produces  nothing  a  similar  transfer  must 
soon  recur*  Perliaps  it  will  be  said,  when 
this  has  happened  to  a  certain  extent,  4 
diminution  of  produce  will  ensue,  and 
every  thing  be  restored  to  a  proper  )eveL 
But  observe  what  must  happen  in  the  mean 
time.  A  whole  community  will  iiot  be 
led  to  certain  ruin  without  aa  e^ort  to 
save  theipselves.  This  applicati<m  to 
Gre^t  Britain  is  their  firs(  e^ort.  J  know 
not  wh^t  may  be  the  next;  but  this  I 
know,  that  no  wise  nation  will  pla(:e  any 
class  of  its  subjects  in  a  situation  where 
they  have  nothipg  to  lose*  Be  as  pow- 
eriiil  as  yon  n^a^,  be  they  as  weak  as  ihey 
may,  it  is  unwise  to  reduce  them  to  de- 
spair. How  the  stprm  may  burst,  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  in  a  war  like  this,  it  is  not  easy 
to  say  what  new  cases  may  arise.  I  like 
not  to  dwell  on  this  subject  Let  those 
hear,  who  will  take  warning. — ^But,  sir,  it 
is  not  the  white  inliabitants  only  we. are  to 
consider.  Will  the  negroes  be  iiiditiferent 
spectators  of  this  process  ?  Relieve  me, 
notwithstanding  aU  we  have  heard,  a  great 
portion  of  them  are  strongly  attached  to 
theii'  masters ;  and  this  sentiment  has,  in 
many  cases,  been  hereditary  far  several 
generations,  on  both  sides. .  We  have  often 
seen  when,  under  such  circumstauces,  an 
estate  wasaliena^ted,  how  the  negroes  pined 
under  the  change,  and  resented  it  on  their 
new  masters;  how,  from  orderly  and  con- 
tented people,  they  became  disaffected 
and  fit  for  any  mischief.  It.  is  not  by 
force,  but  by  ^opinion,  they  are  governed. 
Now,  if  as  a  geiieral  case,  they  see  their 
masters  extinguished  one  after  another,  is 
it  to  be  imagined  that  no  dangerous  feel- 
ings will  be  excited  ?  Will  they  be  en« 
tirely  passive  when,  throughout  the  islands, 
they  themselves,  taken  in  execution  for 
debt,  are  torn  from  their  homes,  their  pro- 
perty and  their  families  ?  Can  we  be  sure 
that  not  one  of  their  masters,  indignant  at 
the  ruin  he  had  not  deserved,  and  stung 
with  the  view  of  a  starving  family,  may, 
by  some  hasty  word  or  deed,  strike  that 
spark  which  will  fire  the  train,  and  pro- 
duce a  conflagration  which  torrents  of 
British  blood  must  extingui^  ?  Let  not 
this  be  called  hieh  colouring;  it  is  the 
natural  progress  of  effect  from -the  cause ; 
and  a  case  like  this  wiU  be  jnois  daa- 
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gerQUfl,  as  the  white  papulation  of  the 
islands  must  speedily  be  reduced  to  a  very ' 
low  ^bb>  being  composed  chiefly  of  per- 
sons whose  salaries  can  ho  longer  be  paid. 
But  I  have  heard  some  persons  say.  Great 
Britain  would  do  better  without  the  colo*- 
nies;  even  leave  them  to  their  fate. — 
Such  Iheories  have  been  broached :  for 
what  is  there  too  absurd  not  to  have  met 
with  some  partisans?  It  is  pretty  clear, 
however,  that  it  is  not  by  such  theories 
we  have  risen  to  our  present  greatness, 
and  are  now  able  to  contend  with  the 
world ;  and  it  is  pretty  evident,  that,  btit 
for  the  force  which  arises  from  the  oppo- 
site system,  we  should  be  as  nothing  in 
the  scale.  But  even  to  these  theorists  I 
would  say.  At  least  then  keep  the  colonies, 
that  you  may  give  them  away ;  Bona- 
parte has  a  very  different  sense  of  their 
value,  and,  if  you  want  peace,  will  pro- 
bably, for  that  single  cession,  grant  your 
own  terms  as  to  the  rest. — ^I  have  still  one 
set  of  men  to  answer.  It  is  those  who  say 
— '  We  admit  yOur  case  ;  you  have  every  , 
claim  on  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the 
British  public.  As  a  member  of  that 
public,  we  will  go  any  length  to  assist 
you ;  but  we  will  not  be  singled  out. 
Why  fall  on  the  land  only,  wlven  the  na- 
tion at  large  should  pay  the  price?'  I 
think,  sir,  I  have  shewn  that  this  measure 
will  fall  on  no  one ;  that  even  for  itself  it 
is  desirable ;  that  from  the  land  it  could 
only  take  what  the  land -holder  ought  not, 
and  professes  not  to  desire,  namely,  exor- 
bitant prices  for  corn ;  and  that,  at  most, 
it  is  but  admitting  the  colonies  to  a  small 
part'  of  the  benefit  which  the  stopt  im- 
portation has  given  to  the  land. — But,  sir, 
the  reai»n  why  this  particular  mode  of  re- 
liet'u  urged,  is  this:  that  it  is  the  only  one 
which  is  immediate.  Other  things  may 
perhaps  do  more  permanent  good,  but 
their  efiect  is  distant.  The  colonies  cannot 
live  so  long,  as  to  wait  the  result.  If  there 
were  other  modes  of  relief,  can  gentlemen 
imagine  that  those  interested  for  the  colo- 
nies would  be  so  absurd  to  persist  in  striv- 
ing for  that  which  they  were  least  likely 
to  obtain?  Would  they  by  preference 
choose  to  contend  with  the  most  powerful 
interest  in  the  house  or  the  country  ? 
Those  of  the  committee,  who.  urge  that 
relief  might  be  obtained  in  a  better  way, 
have  not  dealt  fairly  with  ,the  colonies. 
It  was  their  duty  to  attend  when  other 
modes  of  relief  were  considered :  and  if 
they  had  been  present,  they  would  have 
known  what  diificuUiefi  preient  them* 
Vol..  XL 


selvies    in  every  direction.    When  they 
imagined  their  own  pockets  ^ere  con- 
cerned, they  were  never  absent  half  an 
hour ;  but  when  the  object  of  relief  to  the 
colonies  which  the  house  had  enjoined 
them  to  consider,  was  under  discussion^ 
we  saw  them  no  more  :  and.  Had  the  com- 
mittee consisted  chiefly,  as  some  say  it 
ought,  of  county  members,  from  the  sample 
we  had,  the  committee  must  have  long  since 
ceased  its  labours  for  want  of  a  quorum. — - 
As  to  those  who  say  this  will  do  the  colo- 
nies no  good,  I  think  I  may  be  dispensed 
from  replying  to  them.   Far  short  indeed  is 
this  boon,  of  what  they  may  justly  claim  j 
and  far  short  is  it  of  what  wUl  ultimately 
save  them  :  but  to  suppose  that  men  whos6 
existence  is  at  stake,  have  not  as  carefully 
considered  the  subject  as  those  whose  in7 
terest  is  not  concerned,  or  they  are  more 
ignorant  of  their  own  interest  than  other 
people,  is  a  supposition  altogether  whim- 
sical.    I  understand,  sir^  that  we  shall  lose 
some  supporters,  this.^ight,  because  .we 
found  our  recommendation  of  the  mea- 
sure  on  the  danger  of  scarcity ;  a  subject 
which  some  gentlemen  think  we  were  not 
authorized  to  discuss.     To  whom  it  w;a* 
owing  that  we  entered  into  this  subject, 
has  been  already  stated ;  and  novv,  our  op- 
ponents would  profit  by  their  own  wrong* 
The  case  of  the  colonies  is  here  truly  hard ; 
having  refuted  all  the  objections  that  were 
singly  urged  against  them,  they  at  last 
are  met  with  one  which  they  cannot  sur- 
mount, as  it  proceeds  from  opposite  points. 
Some  will  vote  against  them,  if  .you  do 
not  state  the  domestic  ground  for  the  mea; 
sure  ;  because  then  it  would  appear  to 
make  domestic  interests  subservient  to  cot 
lonial^pnes ;  others  will  vote  against  them 
if  the  domestic  ground  be  stated,  because 
this  committee  was  appointed  merely  for 
colonial  considerations.     So  that  one  class 
objects  to  a  measure  which  they  do  not 
deny  to  be  desirable  at  home,  because  it 
is  alleged  to  ,be  also  desirable  abroad; 
and  the  other  class  objects  to  a  measure 
which  they  admit  to  be  desirable  abroad, 
because  it  is  alleged  also  to  be  desirable 
at  home.    We  would  do  the  thing  for  our 
own  sake,  says  one,  only  that  it  does  good 
to  you,  and  will  make  us  appear  subservi- 
ent to  your  interests. — And  we  would  do 
it,  says  the  other,  for  your  sake,  only  that 
some  people  think  it  would,  do  good   to 
ourselves  also. — Such  is  the  wTetched  case 
of  the  colonies.:  if  one  objectV^ouwill  not . 
iserve,  another  will ;  and  if  they  "have  re- 
fnted  all  the  obje<;tion9  which  have  been 
2L  ' 
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Qrged  8ing1y>  ^n  they  are  met  by  con-  | 
tradictory  objections  at  ohce ;  one  or  other  j 
•  bf  which  is  sure  to  hit  them.  This  con- 
Irinces  me^lhat  the  (»)positioi|  Kes  deeper 
Hianive  can  see>  and  arises  from  a  real 
indisposition  to  relieve  them,  from  what- 
ever cause  Uiis  may  proceed*  In  such  a 
case,  it  is  perhaps  useless  to  continue  the 
iargument ;  for  true  it  will  be  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  on  every  others  that 

A  nan  convinc'd  against  his  wiU^ 
Is  of  the  sfLvne  opinion  still. 

Sir ;  the  history  of  these  objections  will 
be  reaHy  entertaining  to  any  but  a  suf- 
ferer.— The  first  objection  was,  that  we  ', 
should  lower  the  ptice  of  barley,  to  the 
great  ii^ry  of  the  grower.  Against  this 
we  ur^ged,.  that  although  such  would  be 
the  natural  efiect  of  diminishing  its  con- 
iihimption,  yet  that,  oii  this  joccasion,  no 
such  efiect  would  ensue :  for  that  there 
Was  3  more  powerful  counteracting  cause, 
namely,  the  shortness  of  the  crop,  and  that 
the  onlyefifect  that  our  measure  would 
produce,  would  be  to  keep  down  some- 
what the  exorbitant  price  to  which  barley 
snight  otherwise  rise.  It  was  however  in 
vaih  to  contend :  the  agricultural  pro- 
phets agreed  that  barley  must  Ml;  and 
the  cdnsternation  of  the  fanners  seemed  to 
i»e  i^etieral*  One  man  declares  it  would 
fall  to  ^8  sellings ;  another  "says  he  would 
sot  sow  his  land;  nothing  but  retrench- 
inent>  bankruptcy,  and  ruin  were  talked 
ftf ;  in  short  we  were  quite  overborne  by ' 
flie  clamour.  Luckily  however,  the  C0m7 
toittee  cdtitinued  to*  sit,  and  time  argued 
better  than  we :  for  lo  !  and  behold  L  at 
Iheend  of  two  months,  all  the  prophets 
ftre  out,  and  barley,  instead  of  railing  to 
28  shillings,  has  risen  to  48  killings. — 
Well  5  what  was  the  next  objectibn  ?  I 
't)wn  I  was  Curious  to  guess'what  it  might 
be  ;  and  from  the  inconsistencies  that  I 
fcad  seen,  I  allowed  my  fancy 'pretty  good  \ 
latitiide.  But  my  rancy  crept  on  thei 
OTOund  ;  and,  had  I  guessed  to  the  end  of  | 
vine,  I  nevfer  should  have  hit  it.  The  last ' 
•Objection  was,  thdt  we  shodld  loWer  the 
.-price ;  the  next  was,  'that 'We  should  raise' 
the   price;    and  accordingly  it  is  now 
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to  diminish  the  consumption,  or  inci^ase 
the  supply,  lower  the  price:  will  peVsons 
who  have  a  thing  te  sell,  be  induced  to 
keep  it  back  from  the  apprehension  of  a 
measure  that  will  prohibit  its  future  use  i 
Will  the  buyer  purchase  more,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  he  may  not  be  allowed  to 
use  it^  Speculations  are  common  enough'^ 
but  I  think  not  of  this  sort.  Without  ^e 
meagre,  the  distiller  wonld  certainly 
want  800,tX)0  quarters  of  barley ;  and  the 
barley- grower  would  have  a  certain  mar- 
ket for  that  quantity.  With  the  measure^ 
the  former  will  not  want,  and  the  latter 
cannot  sell  it ;  and  yet  we  are  to  suppose 
the  distiller  more  eager  to  buy,  and  the 
grower  more  unwilling  to  sell,  with  the 
measure  than  without  it. — ^The  next  ob- 
jection is  the  inischievous  principle  which 
this  recommendation  of  the  committee  is 
supposed  to  contain. — ^Now,  as  we  have 
heard  so  much  of  this  principle,  it  would 
not  have  been  going  quite  out  of  their 
road,  if  gentlemen  had  been  pleased  to 
tell  us  what  it  was :  for,  to  this  hour,  no 
one  has  yet  distinctly  stated  it.  I  suppose, 
however,  we  may  conclude  from  the  tenour 
of  their  argument,  that  it  must  be  some- 
thing like  this ;  that  when  the  colonies  are 
in  distrefss,  they  shall  be  relieved  at  the 
expence  of  the  landed  interest ;  that  when 
the  sugar-market  is  overburthened,  it  shall 
be  relieved  at  the  expence  of  the  corn- 
market*;  or  some  similar  proposition. 
Now  this  would  certainly  be  a  very  mis- 
chievous principle,  which  no  man  would 
more  decidedly  condemn  than  myself. 
But  who  ever  stated  this  principle,  and 
who  owns  it  ?  None  of  the  committee  at 
least :  for  they  not  only  carefully  guard 
against  the  principle,  saying  that  the 
measure  should  on  no  account  be  perma- 
nent ;  but  they  declare  the  very  opposite 
principle,  when  they  recommend  that  the 
restriction  should  cease,  if  it  be  found  to 
have  anyundae  effect  on  the  corn-market, 
'let  the  situation  of  the  sugar-market  be 
'what  it  may;  thereby  declaring  that  the 
landed  interest  should  by  no  means  be 
subservient  to  the  colonial,  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  colonial  interest  should  give 


gravely  contended,  that  we  have  raised  it.    way  to  that  of  domestic  agriculture.    And 


"This  objection  is  much  mofe  difficult  to 
answer  than  the  first,  although  the  fl^^t 
had  in  one  sense  a  teal  foundation,  and  this 
'has  none.  But  the  difficulty  here  is  bf  a 
novel  sort :  it  is  that  of  stating  any  argu- 
ment or  conclusion  '  ad  dbsurdutn'  in  a 
'stronger  point  of  view  thian  the  proposi- 
tion itsfelr.    What,  sir!  a- measure  t^at  is 


yet  to  this  imputed  principle,  this  {Phan- 
tom of  their  own  imagination,  this  bugbear 
•of  their  own  creating,  all  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed ;  Great  Britain  exposed  to  want,  and 
the  colonics  to  ruin. — ^With  some  gentle*- 
men,  this  objection  comes  in  another 
shape,  or  at  least  under  another' name. 
'With  them,  it  is  hot  principle  but';prece* 
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dent :  an  alanniing  «ad  dangerous  prece-^ 
dent!  It  really  might  make  one  smile  to 
see  the  great  and-  powerful  interest  of  this 
country  in  an  agony  of  alarm  at  placing 
a  precedent  in  the  hands  of  some  ten  or 
twelve  merchants  and  three  or  four  plant- 
er9,  if  now  so  many  there  be  rerataining  in 
this  house.  .A  body  whose  interest  has 
been  sacrificed'to  every  body  and  on  every 
occasion;  which  has  b^n  obliged  to  give 
way^  whoever  was  the  opponent ;  not  only 
to  great  and  powerfol  bodies,  but  to  those 
which  were  most  inconsiderable  ;  not  only 
for  great  and  important  objects,  but  for 
considerations  the  most  minute  ;  in  short, 
which  could  be  oppressed  for  every  body 
apd  for  every  purpose  up  to  the  point  we 
see  it  is.  But,  after  all,  what  would  this 
precedent  be,  even  accordiog  to  their  own 
shewing?  A  precedent  that  would  do 
them  honour  at  little  -cost.  It  would  be 
merely  this,  that,  in  the  urgent  distress  of 
the  colonies,  no  other  measure  appearing 
practicable  for  their  imipediate  relief,  but 
one  that  ^rould  unload  the  market  of  a 
glut  f<^rced  into  it  by  our  conquests,  the 
landed  interest  had  stepped  before  the  rest 
of  the  nation  in  yifglding  l-i6thof  the 
barley  market  at  a  time  when  barley  was 
at  least  sixteen  shillings  higher  than  the 
price  at  which  importation  is  allowed  by 
law- — One  m<pre  objection  I  must  yet 
^notice,  which  seems  to  have  made  con- 
siderable ii|ipression.  .  It  is  this  ;  that 
every  kind  of  restrictioii  is  bad,  ^spe- 
l^ialiy  iu  regard  to  corn  ;  that  every 
thing  ought  to  be  free,  and  left  to  find  its 
own  level.  To  this  doQtripe,  no  man  as^ 
je9t9  9V)re  fully  ^m  I  do.  Th^  theory 
is  n)ost  ju^t.  $^t,  §ir,  nothing  leads  intp 
ffifite  error  tha^  the  false  application  of 
Ijjnie  principJ^es  ;  and  n^  maxim  has  eve^r 
^^en  more  jp^^pplied  than  tl^is,  that  tirade 
:will  fyoA  its  ow^  leveh  3q  it  will,  if  Icifl 
.to  itself:  but  thei^  it  piust  be  Ijeft  to  i^jeif 
jtj^fPUghput.  Jf  yo^  ha,vi&  inte^ered  witjii 
.yariiO¥9  restrictions  and  regulations  alre;ady 
it  is  fxjpst  a^bsurd,  in  ome  p^rjti^culaf  i^st^Cf^, 
4Q.q«Ate  a  r^le  you  have  coiaMantly  dijf^fl- 
g^isd^.  Tx^e,  ^ke  the  ejenieiyi  iroip 
jpdyeb  the  phrase  is  b9rro?jv^^,  wiU  ^ 

te  tev<#l>  if  W*,^  itself;  W  '^  ite  ciour%e 

,bp  aM)^pfid  b^re  ^d  forced  forWf^rd  th^re, 
fMPta^i^ciaUf  vfil  will  be,|)|trodaced>  l^hi^h 
fm  .w«Bt,c?cintipu.e  V>  K^^Ul^  wd  supej?- 
jNitepd,  gjp  you  ffiust  ab^n^gi^^  vow  p9pt 

mgnfoti^ns  ,w^  re^r>ctMji^.rr-Th«Wi>  9^  |o 

4(0  C«*Q»rqif ;  if  kft  to  Itfi^^oijelves,  s|8§hi - 

Mi^j.^y  wpujd  Wipg  iiainpre  «m¥  V> 


force  them  to  come  here,  yon  ^1^  con* 
trive  a  vent  for  what  they  bring*  Thus  as 
to  corn;  if  left 'to  itself,  dpubtless,  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  industry  of  the 
inhabitants,  would  not  suffer  these  inlands 
to  want.  But  if  your  whol^  system  has 
been  a  system  of  regulations  ;  if  maxi- 
mums and  minimums  exist  for  importati6n 
and  exportation ;  and  if  these,  Cfterating 
with  other  causey  destroying  the  balance 
between  agriculture  and  manufacture,  have 
made  you  in  some  degree  dependent  on 
importation  for  subsistence  :  jrou  may 
gradually  indeed  rececle  from  an  erroneous 
system,  and  fmally  abandon  iti  but  it 
will  not  be  safe  suddenly  to  turn  round 
and  trust  the  subsistence  of  the  country, 
especially  dfter  a  short  crop,  to  a  theory 
perfectly  just,  but  which  you  have  ren- 
dered inapplicable.  Other  objections  have 
perhaps  been  urged ;  and  their  variety 
and  ineonsistency  is  such,  that  one  mn^ 
be  excuse4  if  some  are  fergot.  One  ques- 
tion I  would  however  ask :  how  comes  it 
that«  having  hitherto  imported  com,  no 
objection  was  made  ?  Writers  might  per^ 
haps  in  theory  object,  remarks  might  oc- 
casionally be  made  in  parliament;  but 
still,  the  landed  interest  ^as  quiet;  there 
was  no  clamour,  no  alarm,  bo  parlia>- 
mentary  opposition  to  the  import,  till  at* 
last,  that,  being  suddenly  stopt  by  your 
enemy,  it  is  proposed  for  one  year,  till 
you  can  increase  your  domestic  produce, 
to  take  a  partial  supply  from  another  quar- 
ter; when  it  came  from  foreign  states, 
good;  but  when  from  yonr  own  colonies, 
ruin,  and  destruction ;  and  this  under  cir- 
cumstances that  make  it  at  least  doilbtful 
whether'your  people  will  not  want«  Had 
this  measure  had  no  reference  to  the  West 
Indies,  it  is  clear  to  every  observer,  it 
follows  from  the  argmjueii^  used  against 
It,  th^t  it  wqul4  QOt  have  met  ha|f  the  op- 
position it  ha^ipjst.  Weil  tlien  may  the 
colonies  cry  qut,,  /^hen  you  talk  of  the 
protection  af|^4l^4  them.  Protect. us  h^t 
^g^i^  youi^se^ea !  No  ruin  can  come 
\;ipon  us  from  ai^  other  quarter  like  that 
\Yhich  yopr  protection  afibnjs ;  to  us  every 
chj^ige  may  afford  hope,  every  ajter^tion 
improve^ii^t  i  £yen  the  language  of  re- 
fusal adds  to  its  poignancy..  JS^try  one 
admits  i^£»  ju«jtice  qf  their  Q$^,-^tpty  on? 
speaks  to  diem.^f^i^fm^iserj^n ;  bnt«niray 
one  sjsn^s  theq:^  to  ji|b«  l^eiEt  iMr*  Appiy 
ip  thie  ipigif^ef  fof  felieffro^^lMes;  theite 

to  ^ff^^M  ttet  it  M  ignppss^lf^to  neddte 
L>!^wb  ^  t^i^.tipft  PVHid  Mhfmk»  9^ 
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placed:  besides,  that  any  relaxation  of 
duties  would  not  benefit  tnem,  but  go  to 
the  consumer  as  long  alt  the  market  is  over- 
loaded. Propose  a  measure  for  this  pur- 
pose :  here  the  landed  gentlemen  are  all 
in  array ;  they  have  *  lowering  the  price/ 
and  '  raising  the  price/ — '  alarming  prin- 
ciple/— *  formidable  precedent/—*  dan- 
gerous-doctrine/ to  contend  with.  Go  on, 
and  ask  merely  leave  to  pay  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  bring  them  the  necessaries  of 
life,  in  sugar,  which  they  cannot  sell,  in- 
stead of  money,  which  they  cannot  get  ; 
then  they  meet    the  ship-owners,  with 

•  navigation  laws/ — ^British'  bottoms/  and 

*  neutral  bottoms/ — '  nursery  of  seamen,' 
— '  importance  of  the  navy,'  &c.  Ask 
for  leave  to  obtain  their  supplies  in  a 
cheaper  way  ;  then  comes  *  interest  of 
manufactures/ — 'ruin  of  trade/ — '  mother 
country/  and  I  know  not  what.  Ask,  at 
least,  permission  to  improve  their  produce 
and  send  home  their  sugar  in  a  refined 
state,  which  now  will  not  pay  for  freight 
in  a  raw  state ;  then  they  meet  the  'ship- 
owners,' again,  and  '  the  refiners/ — '  es- 
tablished on  acts  of  parliament/  and  God 
.knows  what  else.  Jn  short,  turn  which 
way  they  will,'it  is  the  same  ;  everywhere 
their  claims  admitted,  but  everywhere 
steadily  opposed.  It  is  a  complete  exem- 
plification, of  the  lines  of  oar  bes^utiful 
poet ;  from  the  first,  it  is : — 

**  It  grieves  my  heart  to  see  you  thus : 

"  Be  comforted ;  relief  is  near ; 

*'  See,  all  your  friends  are  in  the  rear.''* 
down  to  the  last,  who  says  : — 

"  Older  and  abler  pass'd  you  by ; 

"  How  strong  were  those,  how  weak  am  I; 
One  might  add,  with  little  alteration : — 

''  Ruin,  we  own,  is  just  in  view : 

''  But  this  is  your  ailair — adieu.'' . 

Such  is  British  justice;  such  is  British 
compassion ;  and  such  is  the  fate  of  British 
colonies !  Worn  out  with  lassitude,  con- 
tinued oppression,'  and  repeated  disap^- 
pointments,  what  other  sentiment  can  re- 
main for  them  but  despair,  or,  if  there  be 
a  hope,  it  must  be  a  hope  of  "separation 
from  what  (if  this  measure  be  rejected)  I 
will  not  call  the  mother  country  ?— Sir  ;  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  rejected  ;  but  that  sen- 
timents more  worthy  the  justice,  the  libe- 
rality, and  the  wisdom  of  a  British  house 
of  cemmohs,  will  prevail.  I  hope  so  the 
more,  as  l-^serve  that,  ialthough  this  has 
been  anfblljr  cried  up  as  the  cause  of 
the  laa^^d-^^intereBt  against 'ctxlonial,  and 
possibly 'thereby  the  majority  of  thp^elre- 
ffesciithijf t  die  -former  sHiy  be  hostile  to' 


the  measure ;  yet  th«ict  many  gentlemen  of 
this  description  are  not  so,  but  considering 
the  subject  in  a  more  enlarged  view,  are 
its  warm  supporters.  That  we  and  they 
may  succeed,  is  my  sincere  wish  ;  for  £ 
very  much  fear,  that  if  this  measure  for 
the  relief  *of  the  colonies  shall  fail,  it  will 
be  the  last  we  shall  ever  have  occasion  to ' 
consider. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  concurred  in  the  gene- 
ral principle  laid  down  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
Ireland,  as  to  the  propriety  of  not  inter- 
fering with  the  corn  laws,  an  interference, 
in  general,  which  could  not  be  productive 
of  any  beneficial  consequence.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  he  must  allow  that  there 
were  extreme  cases,  in  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  such  interference. 
The  question,  therefore,  was,  whether  the 
present  circumstances  ojF  this  country 
were  such  as  to  constitute  a  case  of  that 
description  ?  The  late  crops  of  barley  and 
oats  had  been  short,  but  not  the  crop  of 
wheat.  Though  there  was  no  danger  of 
scarcity  at  present,  yet  they  ought  to  look 
to  the  future,  and  in  the  event  of  a  short 
crop  this  season,  they  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  not  leaving  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment the  power  of  giving  to  the  public 
consumption  that  amount  of  com  which 
was  consumed  in  thedistitteries.  He  did 
not  agree  either  With  those  who  ^pported 
this  as  a  colonial .  measure,  or  with  those 
who  defended  it  on  the  score  of  existing 
or  apprehended  scarcity,  but  with  a  view 
to  the  great  naticmal  interests  which  it  was 
calculated  to  promote. 

Mr.  Pmsonby  sAid,  that  with'  reference 
to  the  note  prodiiced  by  his  hon.  friend 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  he  could  assure 
him,  on  his  honour,  that  he  never  had  in- 
terfered in  it  direcdy  or  indirectly.  H^ 
hdped  he  was  not  weak  enough,  after  hav- 
ing seen,  on  the  last  liight  this  question 
was  discussed,  so  many  of  hisfiriends  wh6 
had  generally  voted  with  him,  di£fer  from 
him  upon  it,  to  attempt  to  make  it  a  party 
business  ;  and  he  assured  him  on  his  ho- 
nour he  was  not  indiscreet  enough*  to  give 
his  assent-to  such  a '  letter.  He  thought 
this  explanation  was  warranted,  -from  the 
confidence  jplaced  in  him  by  his  colleagues. 
An  hon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to  find 
fault  with  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a 
former  occasion  respecting 'Iteland  ^  all 
he  could  say  was^  that  it  was  justified  by 
the  language  of  th^  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer of  Ifeflahd,  who  said,  that  thie 
Uliion  should  not -be  vi^ated  fsjUt  conv^^ 
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nience.  For  his  part>  he  thought  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  violated  upon  any  grounds 
whatever  ;  tor  if  it  were  once  broken  in 
upon,  who  was  to  be  the  judge  how  far  the 
innovations  should  go  ?  This  country  had 
gained  every  thing  by  the  Union,  and 
Ireland  had  lost  her  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom.  He  opposed  the  mea- 
sure as  tending  to  depress  the  fai'mer ; 
and  thought  it  was  unwise  of  the  house  to 
uiterfere,  except  at  a  tiroe  of  dire  neces- 
sity. The  oracle  of  the  ministerial  benches 
had  said  that  there  was  not  any  danger  of 
a  scarcity,  adding,  that  the  farmer  could 
not  be  injured  by  the  suspension.  This 
kind  of  argument  was  preposterous.  It 
must  be  allowed  that  the  farmer  had  only 
three  markets  ;  first,  the  consumption  of 
provisions ;  second,  the  breweries ;  and 
third,  the  distilleries.  If  they  cut  off  one 
of  those  markets,  the  farmer  would  only 
raise  grain  sufficient  for  the  other  two.  If 
the  three  markets  were  continued,  and  an 
actual  scarcity  came  on,  the  stoppage  of 
the  distilleries  would  always  secure  a  suffi- 
cient supply  ;  but  if  they  used  sugar  in  the 
distilleries,  the.  country  could  hope  for  no 
such  resource.  Distillation  from  grain 
always  left  a  surplus  in  the  country,  and  it 
never  yet  had  been  known,  that  when  his 
majesty,  by  the  advice  of  his  council,- had 
issued  a  proclamation  for  the  stopping  of 
the  distilleries,  that  indemnity  had  been 
denied. 

Mr.  G.  Hibbert  said,  he  had  never  felt 
more  surprize  at  any  proceeding  in  par- 
liament, than  at  the  warmth  of  opposition 
with  which  he  had  seen  this  measure  met, 
and  he  particularly  thought  the  objections 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  brought 
forward  were  ill  founded.  It  had  been 
said,' that  the  house  had  been  taken  by 
surprize,  and  that,  out  of  a  Committee  in- 
stituted for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into 
and  suggesting  remedies  for  the  distresses 
of  the  West  India  Planters,  had  arisen  a 
fNToposition  materially  affecting  the  agri- 
culture «f  the  kingdom,  a  proposition 
which  they  were  not  competent  to  enter- 
tain or  to  judge  of,  and  which  the  house 
could  not  have  looked  for  from  a  commit- 
tee so  constituted.  A  bare  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  would 
prove  the  fallacy,  of  this  representation. 
The  Committee  is  expressly  appointed  to 
'  enquire  and  veport  how  far  it  may  be 
*  practiicable  and-  expedient  to  confine  the 
'  Distilleries  «fl^e  united  kingdom  >to.Uie 
'  use  lof  Sugar  and  Molasses  only,  and  also 
*/wtM  ptitmr  proYi^Un  can  be  m^ide  fer 


*  the  relief  of  the  growers  of  Sugar  in  the 

*  Britbh  West  India  colonies,  &o.  &c.^-^ 
And  was  it  not  a  matter  of  indifierence  whe* 
ther  the  words  *  confining  the  distilleries 
'  to  sugar,'  or  '  forbidding  the  use  of  grain 
'  in  the  distilleries'  were  used  ?  The  result  to 
the  growers  of  grain,,  at  least,  was  exactly 
the  same.  He  had  come  down  to  the 
house  the  night  the  appointment  of  the 
committee^  was  moved,  and  did  expect  that 
the  measure  thus  announced  would  have 
occasioned  some  conversation:  but  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
appeared  at  that  time  .to  be  in  unison  with 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  house,  and 
when  he  named  a  Committee,  as  he  in  a 
pointed  manner  declared,  with  a  view  to 
impartial  enquiries,  and  comprising  a  por- 
tion of  every  description  of  the  leading  in- 
terests in  that  house,  there  had  been  not  the 
smallest  objection  uttered,  either  against 
the  name^  of  the  Committee,  or  against 
their  competency  to  all  the  branches  of  the 
enquiry  submitted  to  th^n.  And  why,* 
he  wished  to  know,  was  not  the  committee 
competent,  as  well  to. ascertain  the  esqie-* 
diency  of  stopping  for  a  limited  time  the 
Distillation  irom  Grain,  as  to  point  out 
other  means  of  relief  to  the  Sugar  Planters  ^ 
There  was  a  necessary  connection  betwixt 
the  subjects,  and  the  committee  could 
hardly  disjoin  them. — There  was  not  a 
majority,  not  even  a  third  of  the  Commit- 
tee which  had  the  most  distant  connection 
with  the  West  Indies.  There  were  of  it 
gentlemen  of  gi*eat  landed  property,  and 
of  agricultural  knowledge ;  and  there  were 
others  of  ^neral  acquaintance  with  mer- 
cantile ana  financial  concerns,  connected 
with  various  parts  of  the  empire,,  and  to 
whom  the  wise  disposal  of  the  question 
was  a  matter  of  essential  interest.  Would 
a  committee  made  up  wholly  or  chiefly  of 
landed  proprietors  have  been  more  compe-* 
tent  or  more  impartial  ?  Let  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  be  looked  to.  IJad 
they  sat  so  many  weeks  to  detail  in  evi- 
dence the  Ions  catalofifue.  o£  West  India 
distresses?  or  had  their  time  been  taken 
up  almost  entirely  in  ascertaining  to  what 
extent,  lender  the  present  circumstances, 
injury  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
mother  country  could  possibly  result  from 
the  experiment.  For  his  own  part,  (who 
had  found  himself  nominated  of  thali  com- 
mittee without  his  previous  knowledge,) 
he  jnust  declare,  (he  had  often  declared  in 
thecommittee,)  tlkat  theni«a8ur& should  not 
have  his  •  approbation,  if  it  were  merely 
shewn,  to  .be.  beneficial  to  the.Col«iues^ 
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but  only  if  it  appenred  to  be,  .voder  a  new 
situation  of  the  country,  a  measure  of  wise 
and  ueefal  precaution  for  the  general  be- 
aeiit.-*^An  hoa^  baronet  (sir  J.  Sinclair^) 
had  referred  to  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
ef  the  last  parliament,  and  had  repeated 
aome  expressions  from  it ;  willing  to  shew 
that  this  yery  question  had  been  recently 
determined  by  a  committee  of  parliament 
which  had  decidedly  disafi^royed  the  mea* 
sure.  But  the  hon.  baronet  had  omitted  to 
state,  that  the  former  committee  had  it  not 
at  all  in  their  contemplation  to  stop  the 
Distillery  from  grain.  They  were  to  con- 
sider of  the  expediency  of  admitting  Sugar 
to  be  used  in  common  with  grain  in  the 
distilleries ;  and  against  this  measure  there 
did  appear  to  be  on  the  score  of  rerenue, 
objections  so  many  and  formidable,  that  the 
committee  could  not  recommend  it.  They 
had,  however,  concluded  their  Report  by 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  endeavouring 
to  remove  those  impediments  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  an  expedient,  the  adoption 
of  which,  at  a  future  time,  might  be  matter 
of  necessity .-^Now,  after  that  Report,  the 
appointment  of  the  existing  committee 
was  a  fair  presumption  that  those  who  re* 
eommended  such  an  appointment  did  see 
some  change  in  the  situation  or  circum- 
stances of  the  countiy  which  might  possi- 
bly prove  the  expediency,  not  of  mixing 
sugar  with  grain  in  the  distilleries,  but  of 
aubstituting  sugar  for  grain  for  a  limited 
time.  Such  circumstances,  doubtless,  had 
been  in  the^  oontemplation  of  the  right 
hon.  the  duinjcellor  of  the  exchequer, 
when  he  suggested  the  enquiry ;  and  they 
were  principally  these  ;  the  interruption 
of  that  intercourse  tfaroagii  which  for  an 
average  of  years  past  w«  had  received  into 
the  consumptionof  this  kingdein,  a  supply 
of  abmit  770,000  quartersof  grain  annttally 
from  foreign  parts,  and,  moreoflrer,  a  tern* 
porary  st^oppage  by  the  Aifierican  embargo 
of  that  intercourse  by  which  jomt  West 
India  colonies  were  ordinanly  snppiied 
with  flour  and  mim.  These  two  focts, 
taken  together,  toraoed  an  eatireiy  novel 
situation  of  the  country,  which  cmiA  not 
be  viewed  without  anxiety,  and  which, 
indeed,  had  called  far  the  anxious  90- 
licitude  ef  some  of  our  most  ^eminent 
agriculiural  eoonomists.  The  timely  at- 
tention to  foots  thus  notonons  and  im* 
patUukt  was  so  far  fiY>pi  being  of  a  natuise 
to  eieoite,  that  itonght,  c^  the  eontnuy,  to 
attay  apprehensipn.  iNothiiig  ookM  canse 
more  confidenoe  in  the  people  as,  to  the 
aasenlMd   pfoviaion  ibr  their  .suateMmce> 


than  to  see  the  administnition  not  waiting^ 
for  the  m'gency  of  the  pressure,  but  wisely 
gnardinff  agamst  the  just  approach  o£ 
want.-»He  was  as  averse  as  any  man  im 
that  bouse  could  be,  to  mention  the  topic 
<tf  scarcity  in  such  a  manner  as  to  create 
a  public  alarm;  he  was  even  aware  of 
the^  influence  of  opinion  upon  such  mat* 
ters ;  but  it  became  that  house  to  be  atten- 
tive to  every  symptom  that  indicated 
approaching  want;  and  certainly^  one 
would  not  look  for  those  symptoms  ap» 
pearing  first  in  the  great  markets,  where 
money  would  at  all  times  attract  supn 
ply.  and  where  a  small^  difierence  in  the 
supply  could  be  hardly  remarked ;  but 
in  those  less  frequented  or  less  fertile  spots» 
where  supply,  though  always  necessary  ,was 
less  easily  procured. — If  the  house  would 
enquire  into  the  present  situation  of  some 
parts  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland  at^  this 
moment,  in  respect  to  the  prices  or  the 
supply  of  grain,  there  would  appear  some* 
thing  at  least  worthy  their  provident  atten* 
tio^,  although  he  trusted  not  of  that  conse^ 
quence  to  occasion  general  alarm. — The 
opponents  of  the  measure,  however,  brought 
forward  their  general  principles,  and. told 
us,  what  he  was  very  willing  to  admit,  that 
demand  will  always  occasion  supply,  that 
agrigulture  would  admit  of  aknost  an  end- 
less progressive  extension,  and  that  we 
had  only  to  discourage  all  reliance  on 
foreign  aid  in  order  to  produce  at  home 
all  we  sheuld  want.  Bu^  granting  this  to 
be  truif  as  a  principle,  was  it  not  equally 
true  as  a  fast,  that  for  the  last  ^  years, 
comprising  a  fair  average  6f  crops  and 
imder  a  progressive  state  of  agriculture, 
9ye  had  yet  received  into  our  consumption 
m  average  foreign  supply  of  770,000  quarr 
ters  of  grain  aimually?  What  bad  pcear 
sioned  this  supply  for  5  successive  years  I 
WM  it  wanted  or  not?  and  what  bad 
tN&Qome  of  it  ?  was  it  consumed  or  opi  ? 
It  wa9  idle  to  talk  of  our  independence  on 
A>rei^a  supply  with  this  fact  staring  us  ii)i 
t)^  lace.  We  might  gcanjt  the  hon.  eeny 
tiemen  their  theory;  bat  thev  must  suJow 
«sjlo  be  a  little  acnxious  vndcir  such  oirr 
pumfltooces  about  the  exigencies  s>t  |b^ 
interval  which  musti  of  necessity^  eiafwie 
befoye  their  theoty  ciould  be  <|«!pt  i«Ktf 
action*  ki^iv»sAQt  a 'question  toieres^af; 
0  landholirrs  alcme.  It  waa  iotesesling 
to  all  the  eonsasaera  tuf  the  prodcuie  j^i  At 
bodf  of  which  ithera  were  many  anil4«i9st 
feepectabkdnflcdiiptians^diodM'hiatpaHess 
much  lapd.  He  gohU  naniaa  jm  hwu^ba^ 
mmt  (sir  £•  fiuradl^/vhf  ttnoght  IM 
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there  were  toomati^  of  lihat  description  ki 
p'arliataietrt^  that  although  he  ^as  not  a^-eat 
landholder^  he  had  the  most  smcere  fes- 
pect  and  VenbratioA  for  the  whole  of  the 
agriculturai  mtcrest,  whrch  fee  thought  was 
the  first  in  point  of  nationa)  imfportance; 
but  that  he  could  not^  in  the  present  case^ 
acdoont  ibr  the  alarm  which  that  interest 
had  felt.  If  ihett  were -a  great  and  popu- 
lous district  ahy  where  that  had  attended 
to  agriculture  only,  'neglecting  all  msitntifac- 
tlires  andheing  accustomed  to  reoeivfefrom 
abroad  every  aiticle  of  their  clothing  and 
their  access  to  that  foreign  supply  should 
be  suddenly  cut  off,  we  might  with  great 
truth  say  to  them,  'you  possess  within  your- 
selves the  means  of  cioathingyourselves^and 
if  you  will  shutout  your  foreign  dependance 
altogether,  you  will  in  time  through  neces- 
sity accomplish  your  purpose/  Tnis  might 
be  wise  and  ^bund  counsel,  and  yet,  mean 
tittie,  while  this  e!f periment  was  in  process, 
a  severe  winter  might  prove  rathet  incon- 
venient, and  while  upon  the  best  princi- 
ples of  political  economy  we  were  shewing 
them  how  to  "fabricate  breeches  and  petti-' 
coats,  they  might  be  shewing  uswnat  it 
would  not  be  decent  in  that  assembly  to 
name.-^The  advocates  for  the  agrictiltural 
inonopoly  of  the  distillery  said,  that  agri- 
culture met  with  at  present  rather  too  lit- 
tle than  too  much  encouragement,  and  that 
the  three  competing  markets  of  the  ordi- 
nary consumption,  as,  food  of  man  and 
beast,  of  the  breweries,  and  the  distilleries, 
were  all  netessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  farmer's  prosperity,  and  for  sustaining 
the  present  production  df  grain.  Now,  if 
it  were  so,  here  is  a  new  and  a  fourth 
market,  the  market  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  foreign  supply — ^was  that,  too, 
necessary  ?  why,  then,  had  it  been  pre- 
occupied ?  'Or,  if  it  was  not  necessary, 
how  would  the  growers  of  grain  be  in- 
jured, were  it  possible  to  bring  our 
colonial  produce  to  supply  exactly  the 
place  in  consumption  which  that  foreign 
supply  had  occupied  ?  But  as  that  was 
not  possible,  where,  again,  was  the  in- 
jury to  the  grower  of  grain  if  a  fair  ex- 
Change  were  made,  and  if  in  return  for  the 
ttafket  of  the  supply  from  abroad,  which 
must  be  tiow  given  to  him,  we  asked  to 
borrow  the  market  of  the  distillery,  until  it 
should  be  proved  that  our  dwn  agricultural 
resources  were  equal  to  the  whole  ? — He 
bad  kept  in  the  back  ground  the  distresses 
of  the  West'lndia'trade,  vet  the'hduse  had 
abknowledged  that  they  Were  gnelit  and 
tegeilt.   Tor  his  own  part,  he  knewihat 


they^«ve^e  Ind^eed  mtost  <^itically  tfrge»t, 
and  that,  though  they  had  ^hitherto  fallen 
chre^y  on  those  direedy  connected  with 
tfte 'Colonies,  Ihey  must,  ere  kAig>  be  very 
generally  felt,  and  l^et  ^  landed  interest 
in  its  turn  would  not  escape  the^r  in- 
fhience.  He  had  expected  to  have  found 
a  sentiment  somewhat  more  liberal  hi  the 
house  on  this  occasion;  that  we  should 
have  gladly 'United  in  approving  the  means 
of  'defeating  any  df  the  purposes  of  owr 
great  and  inveterate  enemy.  It  was  the 
same  adverse  and  overruling  power  which 
denied  an  aiccess  to  the  maraets  wbcfre  we 
might  sell  our  surplus  t:olonial  produce, 
and  the  means  too  of  Importing  our  <ki&cit 
of  grain.  We  had  the  power  in  -out  hands 
of  setting  one  of  the  efforts  of 'bis  malice 
in  remedy  of  the  other>  and  ^us  of  can*' 
celling  both ;  yet  'it  seemed  rather  to  be 
the  Sentiment  of  some  of  his  honourable 
friends,  that  h  measure  which  they  oonsi* 
dered  as  pernicious  in  itself  was  to  be  ean^ 
sidered  the  more  so  beeatise  it  was  con* 
nected  with  tbe  relief  of  the  Wej^t  Indift 
colonies. — ^It  had,  indeed,  been  objected 
to  the  measure,  thiit  it  must  be  inefiectual 
for  the  relief  of  the  colonies;  'thwdbjec^ 
tion  was  urged  with  a  very  bad  grace  by 
those  who  denied  that  the  -question  ought 
at  all  to  be  connected  with  the  West  India 
distresses:  but  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  in  as  far  as  sugar  should  find  a  new 
consumption  in  tiie  distilleries,  the  pkinfer» 
and  importers  of  that  article  must  expe- 
rience relief,  ^nd  although  that;  relief 
should  be  temporary,  and  that  more  per* 
manent  relief  i^ould  not  (as  he  'trusted  it 
would)  be  administered,  yet  the  colonists 
were  in  the  condition  of  an  exhausted  pa* 
tient  to  whom  a  cordial  might  be  admi- 
nistered with  propriety  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  bear  bis  subsequent  remedies,  al^ 
though  you  would  not  expect  permanently 
to  suppOrf  and  restore  him  by  cordials.^^ 
As  to  those  observations  which  tended  to 
represent  the  West  India  case  as  origtnat* 
ing  wholly  in  improvident  and  extravagant 
speculations,  he  should,  perhaps,  have  ano^ 
ther  opportunity  of  noticing  them.  The 
Report  would  shew  how  little  those  obser* 
vations  were  borne  .out  by  fact.  Tbe  Im- 
port of  Sugar  from  our  colonies  in  the  three 
years  ending  in  18Q5,  was  S8;947,530  cvrt. 
From  the  same  colonies  in  the  threeyeart 
ending  in  1785,  immediately  slier  the 
peace  of  1782,  1,814,190  cwt.;- Viewing 
an  increase;  in  20  years,  of  1,138,340  cwt. 
— Or,  if  vee  locked  to  the  last  year  only^ 
these -same  colonier'faad  «ent'us,'iQ'H07, 
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3j069,805  cwt.  which  would  make  the  in-, 
creased  production  amount  to  1,255^615 
cwt.  above  the  average  of  the  three  years 
ending  in  17S5.  The  British  and  Irish 
consumption  in  1807,  was  2^656>54'2  cwt. ; 
that  of  the  three  years  ending  in  1785,  was 
1>606,484  cwt.:  increased  consumption, 
1,050,058  cwt. — From  these  facts  it  would 
appear,  that  the  colonists  had  rather  nicely 
hit  the  mark,  and  that  they  had  not  sup- 
plied much  for  an  increased  demand  for 
export.  But  we  had  been  accumulating 
in  this  country  the  colonial  produce  of  all 
nations,  admitting  much  of  it  too.  into  the 
privileges  of  our  own  consumption,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  chances  of  war  de- 
prived us  of  access  to  the  ordinary. chan- 
nels in  which  it  had  been  and  might  again 
be  consumed.  Some  celebrated  northern 
critics  had  estimated  the  increased  pro- 
duction of  sugar  in  the  whole  of  the  West 
India  .cdonies  of  all  nations  within  the  last 
20  years  (^ter  allowing  for  the  defalcation 
of  St.  Domingo)  at  2,000,000  cwt. ;  but,  if 
in  the  same  time  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  the.  British  empire  alone  accounted 
for  more  than  one  half  that  quantity,  could 
it  be  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  in  all 
the  other  markets  of  Europe,  an  increased 
consumption  might  be  found  )for  the  re- 
mainder ? — Upon  the  whole,  the  house 
was  called  upon,  under  circumstances  new 
and  ci^itical,  to  exert  its  legislative  powers, 
in  relieving  an  important  portion  of  the 
.empire,  and  in  the  protection  of  the  whole 
from  one  of  the  worst  of  evils.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  pressure  of  the  war,  and 
the  tejnporary  suspension  of  our  trade,  ought 
to  be  taken  into  the  account.  This  was 
not  a  moment  to  put  at  hazard  a  scarcity, 
or  excessive  dearness  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  He  should  give  his  zealous  support 
to  the  proposed  measure,  as  one  of  poli- 
tical wisdom  and  of  wise  precaution. 

Mr.  Bmfk  (Solicitor-General  of  Scot- 
land) admited  that  it  would  be  a^  most 
foolish  policy  to  relieve  one  set  of  men  at 
the  expence  of  another  class  of  the  com- 
munity. When  he  considered,  however, 
the  facts  stated  in  the  Report  upon  the 
table,  and  what  he  knew  of  the  state  of/ 
the  crop,  pai'ticularly  in  Scotland,  .he 
thought  it  would  be  a  measure  of  prudence 
to  stop  the  distillation  from  grain,  not 
merely  from  the  beginning  of  July,  as  had 
been  proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  but  if 
possible  from  the  beginning  of  June.  This 
opinion  he  had  formed .  some  months  ago, 
altogether  independent  of  the  present  si- 
luatiou  of  the  We^t  Indiajd  plajater^.    He 


should  therefore  betray  the  duty  he  owed 
to  the  country,  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the 
present  measure. 

Sir  if.  Mildmay  professed  to  feel,  as 
deeply  as  any  man  for  the  present  distress 
of  the  West  Indian  planters,  and  to  be 
most  anxious  that  some  relief  should  be 
granted  them ;  but  he  thought  this  relief 
might  be  much  better  given  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  duties  on  sugar,  by  a 
relaxation  of  the  navigation  act,  or  by 
advancing  them  a  sum  of  money  as  had 
been  done  in  one  instance  before.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  in  order  to  relieve  the 
West  Indian  planters,  the  house  would  not 
consent  to  derange  the  whole  of  the  exist- 
ing agricultural  system  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  consent  to  an  interference  which 
would  derange  the  whole  system  of  British 
agriculture,  on  the  faith  of  which  sytsem 
11,000  acres  had  been  recently  brought 
into  cultivation.  This  increase  of  culture 
would  not  be  kept  up  if  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  fair  market  was  not  suffered  to 
operate.  The  land  bore  a  va&t  proportion  of 
the  public  burthens,  poor  tax  7,000,000/.; 
land  tax,  which,  though  a  most  wise  anq 
beneficial  tax,  was  extremely  heavy ;  and 
the  whole  weight  of  the  militia.  The 
price  of  barley,  he  contended,  had  risen  in 
consequence  of  the  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sure, because,  ever  since  it  was  projected, 
the  distillers  had  been  buying  up  all  the 
barley  they  could  find  at  any  price,  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  their  stock  of  spirits. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  measure 
would  be  dropped. 

Mr.  Western  said^  he  was  ready  to  do 
justice  to  the  motives  of  the  noble  lord 
(Binning)  who  brought  forward  the  pro- 
posed measure  of  prohibiting  the  grain 
distillery,  and  to  the  motives  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  also,  who  appeared 
determined  to  give  it  his  most  strenuous 
support ;  but  that  he  differed  from  them 
so  widely  in  opinion  upon  the  subject; 
that  instead  of  viewing  it  as  a  measure  of 
sound  policy,  or  as  a  wise  expedient  for  a 
special  purpose,  he  considered  it  in  every 
point  of  view  most  injudicious,  and  likely 
to  be  productive  of  incalculable  mischief. 
It  appeared  to  him  extraordinary,  after 
the  division  of  the  other  night,  when  the 
question  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  only 
14,  that  his  majesty's  mihisters  should 
think  it  adviseable  to  persist  in.  pressing 
the  subject  further  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  house.  It  was  not  usual  for  mi- 
nisters to  do  so  upon  such  a  division,  and 
it  wa$  $til}  0ipre  e:s.traordinafy  upon  such 
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a  measare  as  that  they  were  tjien^  discus- 
sing ;  nothing  could  be  more^^jigerous 
than  first  to  raise  an  alarm  of -scarcity, 
and  then  render  it  matter  of  frequent  and 
reiterated  debate  in  that  house.     It*  was 
the  certain  method  to  induce,  or  at  least 
increase  the  difficulties  intended  to    be 
remedied,  and  it  was  impossible  to  avoid 
repeated  discussion,  if  the  measure  should 
be  unwisely  persisted  in.    Those  who  op- 
posed it,  did  so  upon  the  fullest  conviction 
of  the   evils  that  would    arise  from    it, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  withstanding  the 
establishment  of  so  dangerous  a  precedent. 
They  thought  it  necessary  to  resist  such 
an  interference  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
and  would  certainly  oppose  the  bill  in  all 
its  stages  through  the  house.  — Mr.  Wes- 
tern said,  he  should  not,  at  that  time,  at 
'  all  consider  the  question  as  it  affected  the 
West  Indies ;  but  confine  himself  to  the 
ground  upon  which  it  was  principally  de- 
fended, namely,  as  a  precautionary  mea- 
sure against  scarcity ;  aiid  in  that  point 
of  view    he  contended    there    not  only 
existed  no  cause  whatever  that  required 
its  adoption,  but  every  peculiar  circum- 
stance of  the  present  times  afforded  obvi- 
ous  reasons   against  having  recourse   to 
such   an  expedient.       The    situation    of 
Europe  and  the  probable  consequent  loss 
of  the  supply  of  corn  which  we  had  been 
accustomed  to  receive  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, was  the  ostensible  reason  urged  in 
jiistification  of  this  measure.    So  far  from 
considenng  it  in  that  light,  he  thought  the 
situation  of  Europe  afforded  every  motive 
to  induce  the  legislature  to  abstain  from 
such  an  interference  with  the  agriculture 
of  the  country.     If  the  continent  of  Europe 
and  all  the  ports  from  whence  we  had 
been  accustomed  to  import  corn  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  was  evident  that 
in  future,  we  could  rely  upon  our  own 
resources  alone.     It  was  not  merely  in 
the  present  moment,  when  in   truth  by 
extraordinary  good   fortune  we   did  not 
stand  in  need  of  foreign  aid,  but  in*  future 
years  when  we  had  experienced  defective 
erops,  that  we  might  have  to  struggle  with 
all  the  difficulties  of  scarcity  and  famine, 
that  we  might  with  reason  dread  the  lost 
of  the  foreign  supply.     Was  it  wise,  then, 
at  such  a  time  as  the  present,  and  in  such 
a  situation  of  Europe  and  the  world,  to  do 
that  which  must  discourage  the  efforts  of 
the  British  farmer  by  depriving  him  of  a 
most  beneficial  market  for  his  produce, 
^nd  by   evincing  a  spirit  of  meddling 
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policy  in  the  government,  than  which  no* 
thing  was  more  alarming  and  more  in- 
jurrous  to  the  merchant  and  manufacturer 
of  every  description  ?  Instead  of  depriving 
agriculture  of  a  market  which  must  di- 
minish   produce    eventually,    we    should 
rather   endeavour  to  extend  those   very 
markets  which  had  already  contributed 
materially  to  encrease  the  cultivation  of 
every  part  of  the  united  empire.— But, 
then,  it  was  said,  that  we  should  stand  in 
need  of  an  immediate  resource  to  answer 
the  demand  which  the  foreign  com  had 
heretofore  supplied,  and  which  being  with- 
drawn would  leave  a  vacuum  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  fill  up  by  the  grain  con- 
sumed  in  the  distilleries.      It  was  also 
said,  that  the  deficiency  of  last  year's  crops 
of  oats,  barley,  and  pulse,  added  to  the  loss 
of  the  foreign  corn,  rendered  it  probable 
that  a  scarcity  might  yet  ensue,  and  which 
had  indeed  been  evinced  already  in  parts 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland .    That  there  m  ight 
be   a  pressure   in   particular  districts  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  oat  crop, 
and  the  foreign  import  of  oats,  he  could 
readily  believe;  but  the  proposed  mea- 
sure  would  not   then   relieve   those   dis- 
tricts ;  and  that  there  was  any  appearance 
of  a  general .  scarcity,  he  must  deny  most 
positively.     So  far  from  it,  the   price  of 
corn  was  such,  as  barely  to  give  an  ade- 
quate return  to  the  grower;  wheat  had 
not  been  higher  than  was  necessary  for  that 
purpose ;  and  as  to  barley  and  oats  their 
price  at  that  time  did  not  pav  so  well  as  a 
very   moderate  price  woulJ   do  upon  a* 
good  crop — Mr.  W.  said,  the  market  price 
of  the  kingdom  at  large  was  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  founded  his  opinion  that 
there  existed  no  reason  whatever  to  ap- 
prehend a  scarcity.     The  market  price 
was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
supply  to  meet   the  consumpti<jn  of  the 
year.    It  was,  in  truth,  the  result  of  all  the 
collective  information  of  all  the  persons 
resident  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
whose  trade,  employment,  and  interest  it 
was,  to  obtain  the   most  accurate  know* 
ledge  possible  of  the  proportion  of  supply 
and   demand.    'There  was  no  evidence 
equal  to  that  derived  from  this  source  ; 
hot  all  the  committees  of  the  house  that 
ever  sat,  could  afford  information  so  much 
to  be  relied  upon.    It  was  absurdi  then,  to 
talk  about  a  scarcity,  when  the  markets 
indicated  a  plenty,  and  which  the  present 
price  of  wheat  most  undoubtedly  did. — I^ 
was  to  be  observed,  likewise,  that  the  pf  ice 
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was  not  only  moderate,  bat  it  Was  and 
had  been  since   last  haryest  peculiarly 
steady,  less  fluctuating  perhaps  than  ever 
was  known,  and  no  stronger  proof  of  suffi- 
ciency, and  even  plenty,  could  well  be  ima- 
gined, than  what  arose  out  of  that  single 
circumstance.   It  was  really  singular  that 
any  apprehension  should  be  avowed  of  a 
scarcity  of  corn,  when  the  price  of  wheat 
had  been  seen  to  remain  at  70i.  per  quarter, 
or  within  one  or  tWo  shillings  under  or 
^yer,  since  the  last  harvest;  and  this  in 
defiance  of  the  known  fact  that  the  foreign 
supply  was  cut  off;  nobody^  he  thought, 
could  imagine  that  the  com  merchants  did 
not  know  the  state  of  the  foreign  trade  till 
informed  by    the  Report    of  the  West 
India  Committee ;    and  yet  no   unusual 
speculations,  no  fluctuations  of  price  had 
taken  place  ;  that  there  might  be  both  the 
one  and  the  other,  now  that  parliament 
bad  interfered^  was^ery  probable,  but  hi* 
Iherto  it  appeared  as  if  the  loos  of  the 
foreign  trade  had  contributed  to  render 
the  price  more  steady  than  it  had  formerly 
t>een. — ^Mr.  Western  said  he  would  next 
desire  the  house  to  consider  what  were  the 
prices  at  which,  upon  former  occasions,  it 
had  been  thought  advisable  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries;  such  a  mea- 
aure  had  indeed  been  resorted  to  on  three 
occasions  only  since  their  establishment  in 
1690 :  the  first  time  in  the  year  1757,  the 
circumstances  of  which  it  was  notneces- 
'  sary  particularly  to  advert  to,  on  account 
of  the  period  being  so  distant,   and  the 
situation  of  the  country  so  different ;  the 
next  suspension  took  place  in  1795,  and'the 
third  in  1 800.   Let  the  house  bear  in  mind 
the  price  of  grain  at  the  time  the  committee 
had  recommended  the  suspension  ;  wheat 
was  then  at  10s.  barley  S9s.  oats  S3s. ;  at 
the  time  he  was  speaking  wheat  was  at 
72*.   barley  40*.  oats  S4s.     Kow,   what 
was  it  in  1795  and  1800?  In  the  first  of 
those  periods,  in  the  summer  of  17&5,  a 
strong  apprehension    prevailed  that  the 
crop  was  materially  injured,  «md  a  cousin 
derable  alarm  was  excited  thrcHighout  the 
country.    In  July  wheal  was  64s*  per  quar- 
ter, and  in  August  it  rose  to  lOSs,  and  other 
grain  in  proporticm.  ,  In  December  1800, 
when  the  next  suspension  was  thought  ex- 
pedient, wheat  had  risen  to  125s.,  barley 
tp  7U.,   Hd.,  an4.  oats  ,S9*. ;  these  were 
the  prices  to  which   com  had  advanced 
before  it 'was  thought  desirable,  at  that 
time,    to    prohibit    the  grain  distillery  ; 
and  what  is 'more  remarkable,  when  the 
gjrohibi)ion  wastakea*  off  in  Feb.  1802, 


wheat  waK  then  75#.  M,  barley  44«.  and 
oats  23s,>d> ;  which  was  5s.  6d,  higher  for 
wheat  and  4f .  for  barley  than  it  was  when 
the  committee    advised  th<e  present  in- 
tended prohibition  tp  commence* — ^It  waa 
likewise  material  to  attend  to  the  time  of 
the  year  at  which  the  suspension  was  re* 
coramended,inl795,in  1800,  and  the  pre- 
sent time ;  in  1795  it  was  at  the  beginning 
of  the  harvest,  which  it  was  imagined  had 
suffered  most  essential  injury ;  consequently 
there  was  a  whole  year's  consumption  tolook 
forward  to,  and  provide  for;  and  in  1800, 
in  December,  tltere  was  of  course  a  much 
longer  time  than  at  present*  which  was  to  bt 
supplied  from  the  stock  in  hand,  before  the 
new  crop  should  arrive  :  in  the  present 
instance  the  season  was  so  far  advanced, 
that  but  a  few  months  remained  to  provide 
for;  it  was  impossible  that  before  that 
time,  the  price  should  not  have  risen  very 
materially,  if  any  deficiency  had  been  at 
all  probable ;  in  truth,  it  was  most  evident 
that  the  measure  proposed  was  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  heme  so  would  be  infinitely 
mischievous. — ^Mr.  W.  said  he  would  rea- 
dily admit  that  the  state  of  dependance  w* 
had  been  in  upon  finreign  countries  for  part 
of  dur  annual  subsistence,  might  reasonably 
excite  some  alarm,  now  that  such  supply 
could  be  withheld  at  any  time  by  the 
power  of  the  enemy  ;  most  happily  how- 
ever, no  danger  existed  that  was  pressing 
or  immediate  ;   it  was  our  peculiar  good 
fortune  to  havesoencreased  our  cultivation 
within  these  few  years,  and  to  htAvehad  so 
abundant  a  wheat  harvest  last  year,  as  to  , 
enable  us,  without  any  difficulty,  and  with** 
out  foreign  aid,  to  meet  the  growing  crop,  at 
the   very  moment  the  enemy  had  made 
himself  master  of  almost  every  port  in 
Europe*    The  danger  then  was  not  imme- 
diate, no  cause  for  alarm  whatever  at  that 
time  existed,  but  appreh«:»ions  for   the 
fiiture  might  be  entertained,  and  in  those 
apprehensions  he  certainly  participated. 
It  was  impossible  not  to  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  a  defective  harvest  wi^ui 
alarm  ;  it  was  against  such  an  event  that 
we  ought  to  be  striving  to  provide,  instead^ 
d;* confining  our  views  to  Xhe  present  mo-^ 
ment ;  measures  the  very  reverse  of  that 
which  was  under  considei'ation  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  had  recourse  to  ;  was  it 
not  indisputable,  that  from  our  own  re- 
souitres  alone  that  supply  must  in  future 
be  ditiwn  which  had  hitherto  been  received 
froiu  ibreign  countries  ?-  how  then  was  our 
prodikce  to  be- encreased,  to  meet  an  en-< 
creased  demand  upon  it  henceforward} 
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by  one  very  obvious  and  easy  method,  by 
encouragement  to  the  British  grower.     It 
might  be  asked,  what  encouragement  do 
the  growers  of  com,  does  the  landed  intern, 
est,  require  to  extend  the  cultivation  of 
the  land,  and  to.  increase  its  production  ? 
Bo  they  require  extravagant  high  prices  ? 
and  are  not  the  present  sufficient  ?    Do 
they  require  bounties,  or  other  artificial 
means  of  encouragement }  No,  said  Mr.  W. 
we  do  not  require  extravagant  high  prices, 
for  numerous  evils  areattendant  upon  them, 
we  are  satisfied  with  the  price  when  the 
markets  are  undisturbed  and  the  buyers  and 
sellers  are  left  to  themselves  to  dispose  of 
tiieir  property  as  they  think  fit :  we  do 
Bot  require  bounties   or  any  other    en- 
couragement that  is  not  afforded  to  other 
merchants  and  manufacturers ;  what  we  do 
require,  is,  to  have  e^ual  advantages  with 
those  who  embark  their  capital  and  devote 
their  industry  to  other  pursuits,  and  to  be 
secmred  from  restrictive  and  prohibitory 
laws   and    legislative  interference.    The 
public  are  too  apt  to  imagine  that  excessive 
high  price  is  anxiously  desired  by  all  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  cultivation  of 
land,  and  that  idea  has  received  too  much 
eountenance  firom  some  members  of  that 
house  ;  but  the  opinion  is  unjust  and  un- 
founded ;  we  are  desirous,  no  doubt,  of  a 
sufficient,  and  a  steady  price,  and  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  country  tradesman,  and  la- 
bourer likewise,  that  we  should  have  it ; 
because  when  agriculture  flourishes,  they 
find  constant  employment,  and  full  wa^es. 
We  are  anxious  that  food  should  be  render- 
ed to  the  people  as  cheap  as  possible,  but 
we  know  that  it  never  can  be  rendered  to 
them  cheaper  than  its  production  costs,  with 
adequate    remuneration  to   the   grower; 
every  act  of  legislative  interference  will 
make  it  dearer  instead  of  cheaper;  the 
fNTice  may  indeed  in  some  cases  be  kept 
down  for  a  time,  but  after  such  a  depression, 
it  will  rise  again  with  accumulated  force  ; 
every  prohibition  of  markets,  every  re- 
strictive law,  is  a  sort  of  gradation  of  the 
law  of  a  maximum,  and  its  operation  is 
proportionably  the   same,  inevitably  in- 
ereasing  and  accumulating  the  evil,  and 
such  has  been  invariably  the  case  in  all 
countries  where  such  measures  have  been 
tried.     There  is  only  one  way  by  which 
the  price  of  corn  can  be  kept  moderate 
and  steady,  and  diat  is  by  encouraging 
production,  and  fliat    mode  of  keeping 
down  the  price  we  are  anxious  to  invite 
•nd  promote  ;  we  know  that  is  the  only 
«fec(«Al  mode>   and  those  who  imagine 


that  other  means  will  answer,  do  but  de- 
ceive themselves,  and  hold  out  false  and 
de)usive  hopes  to  the  people  ;  and  if  their 
opinions  should  so  far  prevail,  as  to  induce 
legislative  enactments  founded  upon  such 
mistaken  principles,  the  most  serioUs  and 
fatal  consequences  will  follow. — Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  convinced  from  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  been  able  to  collect,  and 
from  such  observation  as  it  was  in  his 
power  to  make,  as  well  as  from  the  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  markets  before 
alluded  to,  that  the  cultivation  of  the  coun- 
try was  extended  beyond  conception  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  and  the  tillage  of  those 
lands  that  were  in  cultivation  immensely 
improved.    The  hi^h  prices  of  the  years 
1795  and  1800,  had  given  a  great  momen- 
tary stimulus  to  agriculture,  and  brought 
many  thousand  acres  under  the  plough, 
and  so  far  the  effect  was  beneficial  to  the 
community,  however  painful  the  circum- 
stances at  that  time.     It  was  a  sort  of  sti-- 
mulus  however,  \Vhichno  considerate  agri- 
culturist would  be  anxious  for  again,  it  un- 
settled the  rStes  of  the  wages  Of  the  la- 
bourer and  mechanic,  and  brought  many 
inconveniences.     An  hon.  mender  (Mr. 
Curwen)  had  alluded  to  an  act  relating  to  the 
corn  trade  nhich  passed  in  the  year  1804, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  the  honour,  un- 
der direction  of  a  committee,  to  introduce 
into  the  house./  The  object  of  that  act  was 
to  encourage  and  increase  the  production 
of  British  corn  by  checking  the  excessive 
importation  of  foreign  growth;  in  order 
to  do  this  the  importation  price  of  wheat 
was  raised  from  54«.  to  665.  per  qr.  and 
other  grain  in  proportion.     Mr.  Pitt  was 
at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and   gave  to  the  measure  his  de- 
cided support;  he  saw  the  necessity  of 
encouraging  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- . 
try,  and  of  throwing  oft'  our  dependance 
upon  foreign  nations,  who  were,  or  who 
probably  might  be,  our  enemies  ;  and  he 
(Mr.  W.)  said  he  felt  himself  authorised 
in  saying,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  con- 
curred in  carrying  the  principle  of  that 
act  further,  if  the  prejudices  of  the  time 
had  not  rendered  it  unadvisable  to  do  so. 
The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Curwen)  had  said, 
that  he  was  convinced,  great  advantages 
from  it  had  resulted  to  the  country ;  for 
his  own  part,  he  certainly  concurred  in 
that  opinion,  and  believed  that  it  was  in 
some    degree    owing  to  the  security   it 
afforded  to  the  British  farmer,  insufficient 
as  it  was,  that  we  were  now  in  a  situation 
80  much  more  competent  to  provide  sub« 
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idant  of  foreign  aid,  than  i 

ten  at  a  period  soinewbat  more  re- 
whalevemere   thoie  adtaotagcs, 

I  ready  to  jjivc  iiill  credit  to  Mr. 
ffhoEe   support  the  success  of  ibe 

e  at  the  time  must  certainly,  id  a 
maltrial  degree,  be  attribated.  It  was 
not  bowerer  upon  tbe  increased  agricul- 
ture of  Grea.t  Britain  alone  tbat  we  were 
compelled  to  reiy ;  the  agriculture  of  Ire- 
land had  increased  even  more  rapidly, 
and  abundant  supplies  might  be  derived 
from  tbence.  An  aci  was  passed  in  the 
year  1806,  tbe  principle  of  which  he  mosi 
completely  approved,,  tbuugh  some  of  ila 
material  provisions  be  thought  imperfect; 
by  that  act  the  com  trade  was  entirely 
thrown  open  between  the  two  countries  ; 
Ireland  could  not  fail  to  experience  sensi- 
bly the  beneficial  efiects  of  having  the  Bri- 
tish markeis  thrown  open  to  her,  and  we 
mighl  derive  from  thence  all  the  snpplies 
westnod  inneed  of.  If  it  could  besnpposed 
possible  that  the  agriculture  of  G.  Britain 
should  remain  stationary,  Ireland  alone 
would  be  able  to  supply,  in  an  incredibly 
short  time,  all  that  we  had  hitherto  derived 
froin  foreign  countries.  It  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  government,  as  it  was  the  obvious 
policy,  to  encourage  the  agriculture  of 
Ireland,  to  give  employment  to  her  popula- 
tion, and  to  induce  ber  to  provide  us  with 
that  surplus  produce  which  she  was  so 
capable  of  attording ;  and  no  longer  to 
continue  that  encouragement  to  the  agri- 
culture of  foreign  and  hostile  nations. — 
Upon  the  whole,  he  considered  the  pro- 
posed measure  of  prohibiting  (he  Distilla- 
tion of  Grain  most  injurious  and  impulitic, 
and  BO  far  tVom  necesiiary  from  any  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  momeut,  that 
every  thing  indicated  the  policy  of  rewirt-- 
iDg  to  measure*  of  an  opposite  tendency. 
Instead  of  doing  that  which  must  shake 
tbe  conlidi^nce  of  tbe  farmer  in  the  se- 
curity of  his  market,  that  oecurity  should 
be  strengthened  and  confirmed;  instead  of 
limiting  bis  market,  it  should  be  extend- 
ed. No  article  can  long  be  produced  in 
quantity  beyond  the  extent  of  the  de- 
mand, he  meant  suph  a  demand  as  would 
^ve  a  remunerating  price  to  the  grower ; 
ft  diminifbed  production  would  follow  a  di- 
minished demand ;  so,  the  only  way  to  ex- 
tend or  encrease  production  of  any  article 
was  to  extend  the  market  for  it:  and,  if 
it  was  passible  to  apply  this  principli 
stronger  to  one  article  thaji  another,  it  wa 
4»  the  article  (tf  grun,  became  tbe  am( 


of  eacb  year's  harrest  was  wi  nnceitatn ; 
tbe  surpliit -produce  of  an  abondant  year 
miHt  thro  be  taken  off:  bow  was  thai  to  be- 
doDef  In  tbe  present  time  an  export  trade 
could  hardly  be  expected;  a  loxdriona 
consumption  of  com  in  tbe  distilleries, 
breweries,  &c.  &c.  answered  the  same 
end  ;  even  in  ordinary  years  we  ought 
to  have  amply  sufficient  fiir  such  purposes, 
in  order  that  in  deficient  years  those  sup- 
plies might  be  rendered  available  These 
resource*  ought  certainly  to  be  eocoursged 
and  multiplied.  Initeadof  cutlii^  ofi  the 
demand  of  tbe  distilleries,  and  checking 
that  of  tbe  breweries,  we  should  encourage 
boihtbeoneand  tbeother.aodeveryother  . 
market  that  could  be  found.  He  begged 
the  house  to  consider  tbe  ell't^cts  of  tbe  ex- 
cessive high  duties  upon  malt,  wbicb  had 
operated  in  a  most  injurians  manner  npon 
the  growers  of  barley ;  and  in  etiect  was 
already  a  bounty  upon  the  trade  of  the 
£ai>t  and  West  Indies.  The  consumption 
of  tea  and  sugar  was,  in  almost  every  cot- 
tage, substituted  for  malt  liquors ;  and  as  a 
proof  of  this  fact,  the  quantity  of  barley 
that  paid  duty  as  malt  was  not  more  than 
it  was  ninety  years  ago,  when  tbe  po- 
pulation was  little  more  than  half  its  pre- 
sent amount.— Mr.  W.  said,  be  would  not 
longer  deiain  the  bouse,  and  would  ad- 
here to  hi*  determination  of  not  entering 
into  the  West  Indian  part  of  the  question. 
He  thought  there  were  means  by  which 
tbe  West  India  proprietors  might  in  some 
ilegree  be  relieved  ;  the  permission  of  di- 
rect export  to  Ibreign  countries  to  a  limit- 
ed extent ;  the  pei'mission  to  bring  home 
their  su;{ars  in  a  refined  state  ;  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties;  were  subjects  that  atleast 
required  the  serious  consiJerationofparli- 
amem.  He  sho'ild  not  bon-evf  r  enter  u{>on 
those  topicki  at  that  time,  but  should  sit 
down,  entertaining  an  earnigsE  hope  that 
the  liojise  wou'd  not  agree  to  the  moiiun 
of  the  noble  toid. 

TheCAwice/toroffAefrcftffun-di^laimed 
tbe  iilea  of  interfering  unnecessarily  with 
agriculture.  The  only  question  in  his 
mind  wa*,  whether  the  circiimsiances  of 
the  present  time  were  such  as  to  justify  oc 
call  for  such  inteiterence  as  that  now  pro- 
posed. He  bad  not  at  any  time  given 
countenance  to  the  idea  of  the  existence  of 
a  scarcity  ;  but  from  the  deficiency  of  the 
last  harvest  in  Scotland,  and  the  failure  <^ 
the  crops  of  potatoes  and  oats. in  Ireland) 
he  held  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  iinper- 

fprt   sumilv.      In    this   state    of.imD^ieCt 
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which  we  stood  with  respett  to  other  coun* 
tries,  he  thought  it  right  to  retain  and  hus- 
band the  supplies  on  hand,lill  such  time  as 
the  ascertained  produce  of  the  present  crop 
should  remove  every  apprehension  of  the 
danger  which  he  thought  ought  now  to  be 
guarded  against.  On  no  former  occasion, 
either  in  1737,  in  1795,  or  in  1800,  the  three 
occasions  on  which  distillation  from  grain 
was  prohibited,  had  it  been  done  by  pro- 
clamation, biit  in  all  these  instances  it  had 
been  efiected  by  an  act  of  parliament.  If, 
indeed,  a  scarcity  should  be  felt  when  par- 
liament was  not  sitting,  a  minister  would 
be  unworthy  ef  his  situation,  who  would 
not  adopt  such  a  measure  upon  his  own 
responsibility ;  but  when  parliament  was 
sitting*  it  was  certainly  incumbent  upon 
him  to  recur  to  the  legislature  for  advice. 
The  apprehensions  of  scarcity  were  enter- 
tained by  many  persons  of  great  autho- 
rity frum  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Among  others,  an  hon.  baronet  opposite 
(sir  J.  Sinclair)  had  communicated  to  him 
an  alarm  with  respect  to  Scotland ;  and 
another  hon.  member,  now  absent,  the 
member  for  Norwich  (Mr.  W.  Smith),  had 
spoke  with  similar  apprehension  with  res- 
pect to  the  county  of  Norfolk.  He  was, 
therefore,  not  a  little  surprised  at  the 
course  pursued  by  both  those  hon.  gentle- 
men on  the  present  question.  Much  of  the 
objections  that  were  urged  to  the  measure, 
was  matter  of  regulation  as  to  the  mode  of 
carrying  it  into  eiiect,  and  was,  therefore, 
additional  ground  for  going  into  the  com- 
mittee. He  denied  that  the  rise  which 
had  lately  taken  place  in  the  price  of  grain, 
had  arisen  from  the  agitation  of  this  mea- 
sure, or  from  his  statements  in  that  house. 
The  sole  cause  of  that  rise  was  the  inade- 
quacy of  ihe  stock  to  the  demand.     It  was 

.  impossible  for  government  to  take  the 
measures  that  seemed  necessary,  otherwise 
than  through  parliament.  To  proceed  by 
proclamation  would  have  the  efiect  of 
spreading  consternation  throughout  the 
country,  and  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
would  have  been  loudest  in  complaint  if 
that  course  had  been  pursued. 

Mr.  Whithrcad  reminded  the  house  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had  not,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
his  speech,  said  one  word  of  granting 
relief  to  the  West  India  planters.  He  had 
now  placed  the  planters  entirely  out  of 
sight,  and  recommended  the  measure  on 
the  ground  of  a  scarcity  which  every  one 
knew  did  not  exist ;  a  scarcity  which  his 

JUPlle^y'ft  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 


Ireland  denied  to  exist  in  that  country, 
and  which  was  denied  to  exist  in  Scotland 
by  the  president  of  the  board  of  controol. 
But  the  right  hon.  gent's  conduct  now  was 
analogous  to  what  it  had  been  when  he^ 
came  into  power.  Then  he  set  up  a  cry 
about  popery ;  and  now  he  wished  (or 
if  he  did  not  wish  it,  the  efiect  qf  his 
speech  was)  to  set  up  a  still  more  danger* 
ous  cry  about  scarcity.  It  was  evident 
also,  that  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other 
subjects,  there  was  a  great  diilerence  of 
opinion  amone  his  majesty's  ministers. 
He  observed,  tnat  government  had  contri- 
buted very  much  to  increase  the  distress 
of  the  West  India  planters,  by  foolishly 
taking  possession  of  the  Danish  islands. 
He  would  willingly  have  consented  to  go  . 
into  a  committee  to  consider  of  some  means 
of  granting  relief  to  the  West  India  plan- 
ters, but  he  could  not  .give  the  smallest 
countenance  to  the  present  measure. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  admitted  that  he  had 
some  time  since  made  a  communication 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  of  his 
apprehension  of  an  eventual  scarcity  in 
Norfolk.  This  was  now  several  months 
since.  He  strongly  protested  against  the 
adoption  of  this  measure,  which  was  cal- 
culated to  be  materially  prejudicial  to  the 
landed  interest  of  the  country,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  it  was  in  its  very  nature  in- 
adequate to  ihe  end  proposed,  that  of 
afibrding  any  thing  like  substantial  relief 
to  the  West  India  colonies  and  traders. 

Mr.  rFi//>«r^rc^  declared  that  he  thought 
there  was  reason  to  congratulate  the  house 
on  the  prospect  which  it  then  had  ot  afford* 
ing  even  a  temporary  relief  to  the  West 
India  planters;  and  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince the  house  that  there  was  something^ 
like  a  spirit  cf  party  in  the  opposition  to 
the  question.  i 

Loid  Binning  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 
— ^A  division  then  took  place,  when  the 
numbers  were : 

For  going  into  a  Committee  -    163 
Against  it      ------127 

Majority   -    -      3(5 

When  strangers  were  re-admitted,  we 
found  the  house  in  a  committee,  discussing 
the  propriety  of  coming  to  an  adjournment 
on  the  question.  The  proposition  was  for 
some  time  resisted  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer;  he  at  length,  however,  de- 
clared that  he  would  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition of  an  .adjournment,  provided  the 
rules  of  the  house  would  admit  of  such  a 
proceeding,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.    The  Speaker  then  acquainted  th« 
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<;oiamitl€e>ibat  there  was  one  mode  which 
W93  perfectly  regular,  if  the  house  thought 
proper  to  adopt  it.  That  was,  to  agree  to 
the  whole  of  the  tesolixt'iox^  pioforffm,  with 
an  understanding  that  the  two  first  resolu- 
tions should  b#  rqcomi»itted  on  some 
other  convenient  day.  This  suggestion 
waft  adopted*  and  the  debate  was  fixed  for 
Friday. 

HOVSB   OP   LORDS. 

Tuesdai/,  May  24-. 

[luim  Customs  Beculation  Bill.] — 
Upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Irish  Customs  and  Fees  regulation 

bilU 
The  Earl  of  jMud^dde  observed,  that 

this  was  a  bill  which  infringed  upon  one 
of  the  Standing  Orders  pf  that  house,  by 
which  it  was  declared  that  a^y  matter 
foreign  to  and  having  no  connection  with 
the  purport  of  any  aid,  supply,  or  money 
bill,  being  introduced  therein,  and  thereby 
fettering  their  lordships'  discretion,  was 
destructive  to  the  rights  of  that  house,  and 
unparliamentary.  The  biU  in  question 
purported  to  be  for  the  Regulation  of  Cus- 
toms and  the  Fees  of  custom-house  officers 
in  Ireland  ;  and  it  enacted  that  the  right 
^of  taking  6d.  upon  certain  duties  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  then  it  enacted,  that  ^d.  be 
paid  upon  the  same  duties ;  after  which 
it  proceeded  to  regulate  the  holidays  kepi 
^by  persons  employed  in  the  customs. 
IJow,  be  certainly  must  ccmtend,  that  this 
bill  tended  immediately  to  subvert  the  or- 
ders of  that  house,  and  on  that  account  he 
was  in  duty  compelled  to  resist  it ;  for  it 
became  their  lordships  to  be  extremely 
jealous  of  any  infringement  upon  their 
standing  orders,  considering  that  it  might 
lead  to  dangerous  consequences.  Auer 
shewing  that  matter  foreign  to  the  title 
of  the  bill,  as  a  money  bill,  was  introduc- 
ed by  the  other  house  of  parliament,  his 
lordship .  moved  an  amendment,  that  in- 
stead of  the  words  '  be  now  read  a  second 
time,'  there  be  substituted  '  that  this  bill 
be  rejected.* 

Lord  Hani>hesbury  said,  that  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  noble  earl,  respecting 
the  Standing  Order  of  that  house,  applied 
to  bills  of  aid  and  supply.  He  must  ad- 
mit that  tlie  bill  before  them  was  a  money 
bill ;  but  he  conceived,  that  in  respect  to 
some  particular  bills,  the  order  was  not 
imperative  but  admonitory,  and  in  the 
case  under  consideration,  left  it  U>  the  o|)- 
tion  of  tM  bou^e  toput  it  ii&  force*  if  t;beir 


lordahipi*  after  exercising  their  diseretioii, 
should  be  induced  to  think  that  such  was 
the  uitcntion  of  the  house  of  commons,  at 
the  time  of  passmg  the  bill,  viz.  to  intro- 
duce foreign  matter,  v^th  a  view  to  fetter 
their  discretion;  but  he  did  not  perceive 
that  the  principle  of  that  order  could  be. 
justly  applied  in  the  present  instance,  and 
therefore  should  not  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  bill 

The  Lard  ChmecUar  thonght  that  so  &r 
as  this  bill  regarded  duties  on  the  customs 
of  Ireland,  it  might  properly  be  deemed  % 
money  bill.  He  could  see  no  impropriety 
in  first  taking  off  the  6d.  duty  which  jiad 
been  formerly  paid,  and  afterwards^  sub* 
stitut'mg  ^d.  This  arose  fi*oim  the  officers 
having  been  authorized  to  take  half  them- 
selves, and  to  pay  the  other  half  to  go« 
vemtoent.  And  when  the  bill  was  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  their  fees,  it 
was  not  improper  to  introduce  regolationa 
concerning  the  holidays  kept  by  such  of- 
ficers. On  thisaccount,  and  on  the  ground 
of  these  orders  being  sometimes  rather  ad- 
monitory than  imperative,  he  should  leave 
it  to  their  lordships'  .discretion  to  consider 
whether  the  bill  before  them  was  one  tp 
which  the  order  should  be  applied^ 

Lord  HoUand  regarded  the  standing  or- 
ders of  very  great  importance.  The  noble 
baron  (Hawkesbury)  had  taken  considera« 
ble  paina  to  draw  all  the  distinctions  his 
mind  could  suggest,  when  the  standing 
orders  of  that  house  ought,  or  ought  not,  to 
be  observed :  for  this  purpose,  he  had  gone 
through  all  the  modes,'  and  had  defined  at 
what  time  they  were  to  be  considered  in 
the  imperative.  There  could  be  no  such 
distinction,  for  they  must  at  all  times  be 
imperative  ;  and  their  lordships  might  as 
well  have  no  orders,  if  they  could  be  thus 
frittered  away,  by  leaving  it  to  their  dis- 
cretion to  consider  them  imperative  or.  ad- 
monitory. He  had  no  disposition  to  put 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  present  bill, 
other  than  resisting  its  infiringement  upon 
the  orders  of  that  house  ;  for  if  the  com- 
mons once  found  out  a  mode  of  sending  up 
bills  in  that  way  which  tended  to  a  breacn 
of  the  orders  of  that  house,  they  might  be 
induced  to  do  so  on  some  occasions  highly 
dangerous  to  their  lordships'  privileges. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  surprized  at 
what  bad  fidlen  from  the  noble  lord 
(Hawkesbury)  in  laying  down  a  distiBCtion, 
when  the  orders  of  that  bouse  should  be 
considered  impevative,  and  when  adm<mi- 
tory.  It  was  absurd  to  coasidtf  aajriBtand* 
ing  Onier  adaumitevy . :  lMB«|K«Bflit 
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AS  well  have  no  orders  at  all  if  tliey  were 
not  iiaperatire.  This  doctrine  had  beexi 
also  laid  down  by  the  noble  aud  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  and  it  was  astonish*- 
ing  to  him  that  those  two  noble  lords  covld 
thus  attempt  tb  destroy  their  lordships' 
standing  orders*  He  ceuld  not  account 
for  it  but  upon  this  principle,  that  the  lan- 
guage used  by  them  was  intended,  on  their 
part,  to  be  imperative  towards  that  house. 
— ^The  question  was  then  put  upon  thfe 
original  motion,  and  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

[Indictment  Bill.]     On  the  question  j 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  this  bill,       | 
Lord  Erskine  thought  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose its  going  into  a  committee,  consider- 
ing it,  as  he  did,  an  alteration  in  the  law 
of  the  land,  without  any  neces^ty  what- 
ever being  ^ewa  for  it.    It  had  hitherto 
been  invariably  the  practice  of  the  ccHSstt- 
tudon  to  draw  a  distinction  between  an 
indictment  found  by  a  grand  jtrry,  and  an 
infarmataon  filed  by  order  of  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  or  by  the  attorney  general 
ex  officio.    It  was  now  for  the  first  ^tifne  to  ' 
be  declared,  that  on  informations  as  well 
as  upon  indictments,  the  parties  were  to  ; 
be  held  to  bail.    The  practice  had  hither- 
to been  upon  information,  to  summon  the 
party  by  subpoena,  and  if  he  did  not  ap- 
|>6ar  to  issue  an  attachment,  but  not  to 
hold  him  to  bail,  the  attachment  l>eing  dis- 
charged the  moment  the  party  put  in  an 
iu)pearance.     Under  this  bill,  upon  the  in- 
formation being  certified,  the  party  might 
immediately  be  held  to  bail.    To  such  an 
alteration  be  could  not  consent,  unless 
some  strong  necessity  was  shewn ;  and  not 
a  word  had  been  stated  in  favour  of  this 
bill  to  prove  any  such  necessity.     It  was 
nothing  to  the  point,  that  the  present  at- 
torney general  would  not  commit  any  abuse 
of  his  power.  They  were  to  consider  what 
future  attorney  generals  migWt  do  under 
Uits  bill ; — the  king  might  be  tfeceived, 
and  a  worthless  person  might  be  appointed 
Attorney  general ;  or  an  attorney  general 
Blight  l)e  deceived,  and  informations,  ex  cffi^ 
do,  might  be  filed  for  expressing  opinions 
which  every  man  had  a  right  to  express  ; 
and  persons  might,  lender  the  operation  of 
this  bill,  by  being  held  to  bail,  be  griev- 
ously oppressed.  At  a  time  like  the  present, 
when  the  people   must  necessarily  bear 
great  burdens  and  endure  great  privations, 
and  when  there  was  every  probability  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  bear  greater  irar- 
diBns  end  endure   greater  privations,  he 
dpMight  it  tmwtue  aiid  im^Mffltic  to  ran  ihe 


risk  of  exciting  ^discontetfit  by  altering  thai^  i 
law  and  'that  practice  of  ^e  constitution 
which  had  been  estabiishedbyOur  ancestors, 
and  bad<»mtimied  for  ceAtunes,  by  placing 
the  attorney  general  upon  a  level  with  a 
grand  jury.  The  bill,  by  the  powers  it  gave^ 
tended  to  abridge  the  freedooi  of  the  press; 
and  though  he»  as  much  as  any  man,  wish^ 
ed  the  licentiousness  of  the  press  to  b€ 
checked,  he  objected  to  this  biU,  beoabse  it 
tended  to  fetter  tiie  freedom  of  opinioti, 
by  placing  tbose  who  uttered  opinions  di»>> 
agreeable  to  the  government,  in  the  power 
of  an  officef  "of  the  dvwn. 

l£»x\  Stanhope  said,  he  had  waited  a  iitiie 
whdk,  that  some  nobie  and  learned  ^kfvi 
might  have  an  c^ortenity  of  apeakmgy 
but  he  was  astonished  at  their  silence* 
They  perhaps  tbongbt  it  more  prudent  t» 
remain  si^nt,  wiMnthey  could  give  no 
reason  if  they  spoke.    If  t^  noble  and 
learned  Ford  on  the  woolsack  thoughtwhai 
was  assigned  :m  the  preamble  a  sufficient 
reason,  he  would  ptmuce  his  own  cxpKs^ 
sions,  not  in  that  house^  wfai4e  in  debate> 
bat  in  an  act  xfi  patritamelit  of  his  own 
framing,  which  wxmld  give  the  lie  to  th« 
reason  mentioned  in  the  pteamble  df  tliia 
blasted  bill  brought  up  from  the  house  of . 
commons.    That  house  ought  to  be  repro« 
bated  for  sending  sach  a  bill ;  it  was  aa 
contemptible  in  its  formation  as  it  wat 
wicked  in  its  principle.     The  noble  lord 
commeiited  upon  the  similarity  of  title  of 
this  bill,  and  that  of  the  SGth  of  the  pt«» 
sent  Jcing,  which  was  produced  from  the 
infamous  bill  of  Pepper  Arden.     This  act. 
of  the  26th  'had  not  continued  for  many 
years  when  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
thought  proper  to  introduce  another  bill, 
which  also  passed  into  a  statute,  and  in  th<i 
preamble  of  that  statute  it  was  expressed^ 
that  great  grievances  to  the  subject  and  a 
loss  of  justice  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
former  one.'    Notv,  the  present  bill  said 
that  great  convenience  and  benefit  had 
resulted  from  the  former  as  well  as  the 
latter.    He  considered  it  as  an  infringw 
mfent  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
one  which  deserved  the  utmost  reprobation. 
He  was  surprised  at  the  indifference  sImswii 
by  that  house  upon  such  an  important 
change  being  made   in  the  fundamental 
laws   of  this  realm.      When  he  looked 
round  the  house,  and  saw,  on  all  sides,  the 
benches  deserted  upon  such  an  importanii 
occasion,  he  could  not  avoid  making  one 
observation,  that  if  any  busfness  had  been 
transacted  there,  which  might  excite  601119 
curiosity  abiMt  the  'fstther  of  ^a^hild;  0f 
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if  it  Qccasioned  the  presence  of  a  beauti- 
ful young  lady,  their  lordships'  benches 
vroM  have  been  as  full  as  they  could  be 
crammed.  He  did  expect  some  answer 
would  have  been  given  to  the  strong  ar- 
guments of  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
out  he  supposed  they  were  unanswerable. 
'—Upon  the  motion  being ^gain  made  by 
the  lord  chancellor. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  and  expressed  the 
utmost  astonishment  that  no  answer  should 
be  given  to  -what  had  been  stated  by  his 
noble  friends.  It  was  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  this  jcountry,  that  so  great  a 
change  should  be  made  in  the  law  of  the 
land,  without  any  necessity  or  reason  but 
those  stated  in  the  preamble.  His  lord- 
ship here,  with .  great  eloquence,  urged, 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
danger  of  altering  our  laws,  generally,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  convenience 
of  extraordinary  laws  made  for  the  re- 
venue. There  were  objections  made  by 
him  and  his  noble  friends  which  had  not 
been  answered,  and  in  such  an  important 
change  of  those  laws  which  had  been 
handed  down  to  us  from  our  ancestors,  and 
which  attracted  the  admiration  of  mankind, 
it  was  requisite,  he  thought,  that  some 
necessity  for  such  a  change  ought  to  be 
shewn  by  those  who  defended  it.  For  his 
part,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  give  a 
most  decided  opposition  to  such  an  inno- 
vation. He  saw  no  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure; and  he  thought  there  would  be  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  convincing  him  that 
there  could  be  any  necessity  for  this  dan- 
gerous alteration.  If  the  bill  did  not  alter 
the  law,  but  enacted  what  was  already  en- 
acted, it  was  absurd, ;  and  if  the  alteration 
Was  made,  he  could  never  assent  to  it, 
unless  he  was  persuaded  there  was  suffi- 
cient necessity  for  that  alteration. 

A  division  took  place  on  the  question 
for  going  into  a  committee.  Contents,  I5.« 
Non-contents,  6.  Majority,  9.  The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee.  Upon  the 
first  clause  being  read. 

Earl  Sianftope  said,  that  although  he 
much  commended  the  conduct  of  his  noble 
friends,  who  had  left  •  that  house  because 
they  would  not  be  present  when  such  a 
pernicious  bill  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee, yet  he  had  stiid  himself;  for, 
afler  the  unjustifiable  manner  in  which 
this  bill  had  passed  before  their, lordships, 
he  had  an  inc(ina»ion  to  oee  what  their 
lordships  would  do  in  the  committee. 
H©  theii  submitted  several  alterations, 
jV)4  in  tbe  course  of  the  proceeding  re- 


ferred to  the  statute  of  Ch.  1.  and  shewed 
what  attention  was  therein  psiid  to  the  li« 
berty  of  the  subject  and  the  guarding  him 
from  imprisonment.  When  this,  statute 
was  passed,  it  received  the  royal  assent  dif^ 
ferently  from  any  other  act  of  parliament. 
The  king  said  '  let  right  be  done  the 
people,  as  is  by  parliament  demanded.' 
The  noble  lord  then  proposed  an  amende 
ment,  to  exclude  from  the  bill  informations 
filed  ex  qfficio  by  the  attorney  generkl, 
which  was  negatived  ;  as  were  also  some 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  noble 
earl. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Wednesday,  May  25, 

[Indictment  Bill.]  Earl  Stdnhope  ob- 
served, with  respect  to  this  bill,  that  he 
should  wish  to  niove  that  it  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  eight  months,  but  as  that 
motion  would  not  be  carried,  he  must  con- 
fine himself  to  fixing  a  day,  in  order  that 
noble  lords  might  be  aware  of  it,  and  when 
he  hoped  they  would  attend.  He  there- 
fore proposed  Monday.  His  lordship  ob- 
served, with  respect  to  trying  a  man  in 
bis  absence,  that  a  jury,  if  they  found  the 
defendant  was  not  present  to  {ake  care  of 
his  own  defence,  might  acquit  him,  and 
that  a  jury  would  not  be  subject  to  an 
attaint  for  an  acquittal.  After  quoting 
at  length  some  law  cases,  and  reading 
several  extracts  from  acts  of  parliament, 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  former  prac- 
tice and  usage  of  the  constitution,  his  lord*' 
ship  concluded  by  moving.  That  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  and  that 
the  lords  be  summoned ;  which  was  or-« 
dered  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  25. 

[Westminster  Election — ^Case  op  Paf- 
viLEGE.]  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  adverting  to 
the  communication  which  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  make  to  the  house  on  a  ror** 
mer  night,  relative  to  certain  proceedings 
in  one  of  the  courts  below,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  trench  upon  the  Privileges  of 
that  house,  informed  the  house  that  the 
practical  consequences,  for  which  it  had 
been  recommended  to  htm  to  wait,  had 
now  taken  place.  He  asshred  the  house, 
that  in  bringing  this  question  again 
before  the  house  he  har^  no  .  interest 
in  it,  but  what  any  other  member  would, 
and  ought  to  feel;  upon  a  subject  affecting^ 
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his  privilege  as  a  member  of  parliament. 
The  question  was  simply  this,  whether  a 
member  elected  without  his  knowledge, 
and  taking  his  seat  in  obedience  to  the 
king's  writ,  was  or  was  riot  liable  to  incur 
any-  part  of  the  expences  of  taking  the 
election  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  submit 
any  proposition  to  the  house  upon  the  sub- 
ject, neither  did  he  make  any  complaint. 
Having  thus  brought  the  matter  under  its 
consideration,  it  would  be  for  the  house  to 
decide,  whether  or  not  the  case  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  call  for  its  interference. 

Sir  A,  Piggott  expressed  a  wish  to  know, 
what  were  the  exact  circumstances  of 
which  the  hon.  baronet  complained  ? 

Sir  F.  Burden  stated,  that  the  practical 
inconvenience  to  which  he  now  alluded 
was,  an  execution  having  been  sent  into 
his  house,  for  what  were  said  to  have  been 
expences  incurred  in  taking  the  election 
for  Westminster ;  for  which  he  had  not  been 
a  candidate,  and  of  his  nomination^  or 
indeed  election,  to  Which  he  was  almost  a 
stranger  till  the  event  had  taken  place. 
The  gi'ound  of  the  decision,  too,  was  the  fact 
of  his  having  taken  his 'seat  in  that  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  appre- 
hended that  his  learned  friend  opposite, 
(sir  A.  Pigott),  had  not  been  in  the  house 
on  the  former  night,  when  this  case  was 
brought  forward.  He  had  then  stated, 
that  whatever  the  decision  might  have 
been,  the  house  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
give  any  redress.  The  hon.  baronet  then 
stated,  that  the  direction  of  the  noble  and 
learned  judge  was,  that  the  person  who 
appeared  for  sir  F.  Burdett  and  claimed 
seats  for  his  clerks,  should  be  adopted  as 
his  agent ;  because  the  hon.  baronet  had 
since  taken  his  seat  in  consequence  of  that 
election.  He  (Mr.  Perceval)  then  stated, 
as  he  did  now,  that  the  house  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  take  advantage  of  this  fact. 
Had  this  been  the  direction  of  the  Judge, 
the  direct  and  regular  road  of  proceeding 
would  have  been  to  have  applied  by  writ 
6f  error,  or  on  the  ground  of  misdirection 
on  the  part  of  the  Judge;  if  wrong  or 
right,  the  ground  of  the  decision  would 
then  have  appeared  on  the  record,  and 
would  have  been  seen  by  the  house.  The 
hon.  baronet's  counsel,  however,  not  hav- 
ing adopted  that  mode,  but  having  moved 
for  a  new  trial,  which  had  been  refused,  no 
way  now  remained  for  bringing  the  mat- 
ter with  efifect  before  the  house.  •  It  now- 
appeared  not  to  be  a  case  of  privilege,  in 
which  a  member  of  that  house,  as  such, 
was  ii^terested ;  but  a  comiaon  case  of 
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debt,  for  work  and  labour.  This  circum- 
stance did  not  arise  from  any  defect  in  the 
fudge,  who  tried  the  case,  but  from  the 
neglect  of  the  counsel  of  the  hon.  baronet. 

Sir  A,  Piggott  declared  himself  to.  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  this  was  not  a  case  in 
which  the  house  could  interfere.  Ifwas 
a  proceeding  in  the  regular  course  of  jus- 
tice. If  the  action  in  this  case  could  have 
been*  entertained  at  all,  it  must  have  been 
on  the  ground  that  it  arose  out  of  a 
contract.  The  act  which  allowed  the  ex- 
pences of  erecting  hustings,  &c.  in  the 
case  of  counties,  did  not  extend  to  bo- 
roughs ;  yet  even  there,  candidates  might 
agree  that  for  their'  accommodation,  or 
that  of  their  voters,  during  a  contest  of  14 
or  15  days,  hustings  should  be  erected,  the 
expence  of  which  could  not  reasonably  b« 
expected  to  fall  on  the  high  bailifi  The 
action,  therefore,  could  only  be  on  the 
contract  so  supposed  to  be  entered  into, 
and  could  of  course  have  no  relation  to  the 
election,  so  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  pri- 
vilege to  be  taken  up  by  that  house.  This 
must  be  a  question  either  of  fact  or  of  law, 
and  in  either  case  it  might  have  been 
brought  before  the  court  by  demurrer,  or 
by  bill  of  exceptions,  so  as  to  have  the 
ground  of  it  appear  on  record.  *  It  behoved 
those  who  had  the  legal  means  of  defence 
in  their  own  hands  to  go  before  the  judge 
in  a  regular  manner.  If  they  omitted  to 
do  so,  it  was  not  for  that  house  to  interpose. 
If  the  house  should  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  improper  that  a  candidate  should 
be  on  any  account  at  the  expence  of  erect- 
ing hustings,  let  it  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  prospective  regulation.  But  as  that  was 
not  the  case  at  present,  this  must  be  like 
any  other  suit  founded  on  a  covenant, 
the  effect  of  which  must  be  construed  by 
the  jury. 

Mr.  Tiemey  S9.\d,  it  appeared  to  him,  not- 
withstanding what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  and  from  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  opposite,  that  the  pre- 
sent was  a  question  of  privilege.  He  could 
not  admit  of  the  doctrine,  that  the  house 
of  commons  was  not'  entitled  to  interfere 
in  the  acts  of  omission  or  commission  of 
the  courts  below,  so  far  as  the  privileges  of 
the  members  of  that  house  were  concerned  J 
The  case  was  this ;  the  worthy  baronet 
was  returned  without  his  knowledge,  and 
without  any  previous  consent  on  his  part  r 
the  returning  officer  had  no  right  to  make 
a  demand  on  any  candidate  for  hustings  ; 
but  a  person  whom  he  supposed  -to  l)e  th« 
agent  of  sir  f .  Burdett  bavinff  pjiade  use  of 
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tbam  when  erected,  he  suec  sir  Francis  for 
his  proportiua  of  these  expences ;  the 
judge  esteenu  the  hon.  baronet's  taking 
his  Seat  as  a  confirmation  and  approbation 
o£  the  couduct  of  the  person  who  appeared 
on  his  beball',  in  fact  as  a  recognitina  of 
hm  as  hit  agent ;  he  instructs  the  Jury 
accordingly,  and  they,  in  compliance  tvitn 
this  reconuneodation,  Kod  the  worthy  ba- 
taoet  liable.  If  th^  facts  were  so,  he 
^sked,  was  not  this  »  grave  and  serious 
qucscioii  of  priTilege  i  Or  was  the  house, 
by  Eetiisiag  to  Listen  to  it,  to  sanc- 
ti(»  the  idea,  that  in  complyuig  with  an 
•rder  which  be  was  not  entitltd  to  resist, 
■amely,  taking  a  seat  when  called  to  it  by 
the  electors,  every  metqber  of  that  house 
mm  to  incur  a  penalty  which  he  had  not 
soDUmplated,  and  which,  but  for  the  offi- 
cious and  forward  zeal  of  a  po'son-  with 
whom  probably  the  party  bad  no  concern, 
the  retunuug  officer  had  no  right  to  de- 
mand i  In  sayios  this  much,  the  right 
boo-  gent,  begged  to  be  understood  as  by 
aa  means  reflecting  on  the  noble  and 
leained  lord  who  tried  the  action.  He 
bnew  that  there  was  no  person  leas  likely 
than  he  to  d»  any  thing  thatcould  seem  to 
infer  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
koufiCk  It  was  possible,  however,  that  even 
he  might  be  mistsdien.  It  would  he  a 
grievous  burden  if  a  member  raUimed  to 
Bsrliament  without  any  personal  inter- 
lecence  of  his  own,  were  obliged  to  shetv, 
as  by  law  he  ^as,  not  only  tnat  he-  pos- 
■eased  a.  ({nalification  of  3  or  400J.  a  year, 
but  also  to  produce  out  of  his  pocket  4-  or 
&00i.  to  di^y  the  expence  of  the  hust- 
ings. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  question 
wouid  not  be  supposed  tti  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  but  that  it  would  be  renewed  for 
afier-coneideratiou;  appearing,  as  it  did  to 
Kim,  to  he  one,  well  worthy  of  deliberation 
before  a  decision  was  come  to  upon  it. 

Mr.  Jj^cattr  said,  that  the  person  who 
had  been  held  as  sir  Francis's  agent  had 
called  on  the  high  bailifi^and,  in.tbename 
•f  sir  Frsncia,  declared  that  he  wou)d  not 
pay  for  the  hustings  ;,  yet  that,  this'  same 
[person,  day  after  day,  asked,  obtained,  and 
availed  himself  of,  the  advantage  of  seats 
for  the  check' clerks,  inspectors,  &c.  who 
were  to  attend  to  the  hon.  baronen's  inter- 
ests in  the  ejection.  The  learned  gent, 
did  not  pretend'  to  say  what  was  the  re- 
commendation.of  the  Judge;  but  it  ww 
hardly,  probable,  that  it.  was  such  as  bad 
been  represented,  else  a  new  trial,  which 
4ad  been  moved  tor,  wooM.  have 
granted. 
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Mr.  BoiJktftt  thought  it  impowifale  .  foe 
the  house  to  entertain  a  question  on  which 
they  bad  ao  authentic  informaiJon,  the- 
recommendation  of  the  Judge,  which  conld. 
alone  form  the  ground  of  the  proceeding, 
not  having  been  entered  upon  the  record. 

The  Speaker  said,  a&er  what  bad  passed 
in  allusion  to  himself,  it  was  necessary  foe 
him  to  put  the  hon.  baronet  right  as  to 
what  he  had  stated  on  a  former  night. 
What  he  said  was,  that  when  any  practi- 
cal inconveuience  did  arise,  if  the  hoik 
baronet  continued  to.  think  that  itiuvolved 
a  question  of  privilege,  he  should  in  that 
event  lose  do  time  in  applying  to  tb» 
house.  He  had  no  hesitation  In  saying, 
•that  if  auy  Judge  should  recommend  t«  a 
Jury  what  could  be  cooptrued  into  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  that  house,  it  was  tb« 
duty  of  the  house  to  resist,  and  to  gaida 
their  course  according  to  circnmstancea. 
As  there  was  no  motion  before  the  hofiacj 
he  should  only  suggest  two  d  ifierent  mode* 
of  proceeding,  both  of  which  had  bewi 
adopted  in  the  reigit  of  Charles  2.  Od« 
was  in  the  case  of  Judge  Weston,  where  an 
impeachment  was  ordered  ;  and  the  other 
in  the  same  reign,  where  t}Mt  measure  not 
being  deemed  necessary,  the  matter  waa 
allowed  to  drop  withont  any  fiirther  dis- 
cussion. Those  .who  thongU  the  present 
a  case  of  the  .most  serious  nUure,  would 
probably  be  of  opinion,  that  the  former  of 
these  was  the  preterable  mode  of  proceed- 
ing; while  othersE^ainmight  be  inclined 
til  lliink  that  the  latter  was  the  moH  de- 
sirable way  of  disposing  of  the  pra^ent 
question.  He  had  stated  what  were  the 
modes  of  proceeding  ;  and  it  was  for  the 
house  to  say,  witether  in  this  case  the  mors 
or  less  serious  mode  ousht  to  be  adopted. 

Sir  Fronds  £iin^jBeial,  the  souroes  from 
whence  he.  derived  his-  informatkua  as  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Judge,  were  the 
notes  of  the  short-hand  writer  employed  t« 
take  down  the  trial,  and  the  iniormation 
of  his  counsel.  He  esileemed  these  as 
affording  him  suflioient  foundation  for 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  house. 
The  only  thing  he  had  submitted  to  the 
house  was  the  insteuction  of  the  judge ; 
that  the  circumstance  of  his  taking  his  seat, 
a  thing  which  was  incumbent  on  &im,.wai 
such  an  approval  and  ratifioation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had  under  the  election,  a*  must 
subject  him  to  the  ejtpeece.  of  the  hust- 
ings. He  felt  hiinaeM''t^  no  Bwatts  inter* 
Mted  to  the  bt«.  of  this  duKi«iBsi<n.    He 
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er  aifopted  any  other  mode  of  setting 
aside  the  verdict  than  that  which  he  now 
used  in  sirbmitting  the  case  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  hoose,  he  should  have  con- 
ceived that  he  subjected  himself  to  a 
severe  censure  for'  his  conduct.  He  now 
left  it  to  the  house  to  determine  as  they 
thoughtproper.— Here  the  matter  dropped. 

[Roman  €athoj.ic  Petition.]  Mr. 
Sheridan  presented  a  petition  from  the. 
Roman  CathoVic  inhabitants  of  the  count}' 
of  Wexford,  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  disabilities  under  which  the  Catholic 
body  labour. — Sir  John  Newport  presented 
a  similar  petition  from  the  Catholic  inha- 
bitants ot  the  city  of  Waterford. — Mr. 
Butler  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Catholic  inhabitants  ot  the  county 
and  city  of  Kilkenny. — Mr.  M.  Fitzge-* 
raid  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
tile  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  county 
iif  Kerry. — :Mr.  Shaw  presented  a  petition 
from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon council,  of  the  city  of  Dublin  against 
the  Roman-catholic  Claims.  Ail  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Orattan  then  moved,  "  That  the 
Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on 
behalf  of  themselves,  and  of  others  his 
majesty's  subjects  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  which  was  presented  to 
the  house  upon  Monday  last  (see  p.  489) 
and  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
might  be  again  read/* — ^The  Petition 
was  read  accordingly  ;  after  wbich  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  again  rose 
and  addressed  the  house  as  follows  : — 
"  Mr.  Speaker ;  the  Petition  which  the 
house  has  just  heard  read  contains  the 
sentiments  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
Not  only  that  Petition,  but  the  other  | 
petitions  pj*esented  this  day,  speak  the. 
sense  of  that  body.  I  may  therefore 
fairly  assume,  in  the  course  of  what  I  have 
to  say,  that  it  does  speak  the  sentiments 
of  four  fifths  of  the  Irish  population.  The 
Petitions  come  from  a  considerable  portion 
of  your  electors,  having  political  power ; 
foi-ming  a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and  applying  to  the  constitutional  organ 
for  a  legitimate  object.  In  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  petitioners'  claims,  I  should 
recommend  to  gentlemen  to  avoid  any 
intemperate  language,  and  to  adopt  a 
spirit  of  concord,  that  nothing  mzy  pass 
in  debate  which  shall  sharpen  the  public 
mind.  Whatever  decision  the  bouse  may 
come  to,  upon  the  motion  which  I  shall 
iMTve  the  honour  to  propose^  for  going  into 


a  Committee  to  take  the  Petitions  into  con* 
sideration,  I  should  hope  that  the  temper 
with  which  it  U'ill  be  met,  and  th^ 
manner  in  which  it  will  be  argued,  wiB 
rather  approximate  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men, than  remove  to  a  farther  distance, 
the  great  objects  of  justice  and  of  policy. 
With  such  hope,  therefore,  I  wish-  gentle- 
men would  apply  the  balm  of  oblivion; 
that  they  will  not  revive  those  topic9 
which  can  only  serve  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame ;  that  ihey  will  not  go  back  to  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  nor  to  the  business  of 
1745,  n«;r  indeed  to  any  of  those  afflicting 
periods  in  which,  unfortunately  for  my 
country,  parties  contended  agamst  each 
other.  If  you  go  back,  so  will  the  Catho- 
lics ;  tf  you  make  out  a  law  against  them» 
they  will  make  out  a  case  against  you  ; 
then  we  shall  have  historian  against  histo- 
rian !  men  of  blood  against  men  of  blood! 
The  consequence  will  be,  that  the  parties 
will  remain  unreconciled  andirreconcilea- 
ble — each  the  victim  of  their  own  preju- 
dices, and  (he  result  will  convince  you  that 
the  victory  remains  only  for  the  enemies  of 
both.  In  the  course  of  so  many  years  of 
contest  and  prejudice,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  recollect  that  much  evil  must  have  been 
engendered,  national  calamities  must  have 
multiplied,  and  much  violence  have  passed. 
In  the  tempests  to  which  Ireland  was  re- 
duced by  the  two  contending  parties — ^the 
one  fired  by  bigotry  and  intoxicated  with 
victory — the  other  overpowered  by  misfor- 
tunes, and  wrung  bv  oppression — I  say,  it 
is  impossible  but  tfiat  great  political  evils 
must  have  arisen.  However,  therefore. 
we  may  lament  those  times,  we  trust  all 
agree,  in  settling  their  accounts  there  was 
much  to  admire  in  both  parties,  but  also 
we  must  recollect  that  there  was  something 
to  forget.  Something  has  happened  since 
those  periods  which  makes  it  necessary  to 
do  away  those  religious  distinctions.  It 
is  now  desirable  that  a  spirit  of  unanimity 
should  prevail.  When  gentlemen  call  to 
mind  the  state  of  the  war,  and  the  conse- 
quent danger  vdiich  menaces  pur  empire, 
mey  must  be  convinced  that  unanimity  is 
necessary  for  our  existence  as  a  state.  It 
is  this  feeling  which  pervades  my  mind, 
and  it  is  a  feeling  which  I  most  seriously 
wish  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  this 
house.  A  cordiality  in  co-operation  is 
what  I  strenuously  recommend  ;  and  I  do 
most  sincerely  hope  and  trust  that  the 
good  sense  of  both  nations  will  supply  the 
defect  of  national  concord.  We  are  now 
arrived  at  that  period  when  the  cessation 
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and    liberally  extended  to   yoor  iixeiga 
connections  professing  the  Roman  Caibolic 
faith.     It  therefore  now  remains  br  yoa 
to  exert  that  wisdom  on  behalf  of  your 
fellow  subjects — to  shew  them  thai  you 
not  less  anxious  Ibr  them  than  you 
e  for  your  foreign  allie* — to  conviace 
them-  that  an  alliance,  a  natural  one  ! 
with  them,  is  not  only  your  anxious  wish, 
but  that  it  is  also  your  indispensible  in- 
terest.    It  is  on  these  grounds  thu  I  shalt 
ive  for  the  house  to  go  into  a  Committee 
the  Petition.     The  Petition  prays  relief 
'  certain  disabilities  and  restrictions  which 
the  act  of  the  33rd  of  the  king  did  not  re- 
move ;  that  act  allowed  them  a  certain  por- 
tion of  political  power— it  gave  them  elec- 
tive franchises,  and  made   them  a  part  of 
the  constituent  power,  subject,  however,  to 
certain  exemptions  ;  but  it  did  not  allow 
them  to  fill  all  oEQces  in  the  state,  nor  did 
it  admit  them  to  eligibility  for  seats  in 
parliament.     It  admitted  them  to  all  t^- 
ces  civil  and  military,  with  the  exception 
of  about  forty  in  number.     It  is  against 
these  exceptions   they   now  petition,  and 
apply  to  be  admitted  to  &11  all  offices. — 
Before  I  proceed  to  ofier  some  arguments 
in  support  of  the   Petitioners'  case,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  notice  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  oppose  this  admisNon ; 
and  first  then  against  the  exceptions.     It 
has  been  objected  against  the  Catholics, 
that  they  freely  acknowledge  the  power  of 
a  foreign  potentate,  and  that  they  are  not 
boundLy  theobligatioaof  any  oUh  which 
they  make  with  persons  of  a  different  reli- 
gion ;  that  is  Ui  say,  that  a  portion  of  your 
subjects,  composing  one-(ifta  oftbefwpu- 
lation  of  the  whole  empire,  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  your  constituency,  hold 
principles  which  militate  against  the  pre- 
servation of  the  social  compact— are  desti- 
tute of  all   those   moral  principles  which 
regulate  the  social  system — that  they  are 
execrable  and  are  rendered  thus  execrable 
by  their  religion,  and  consequently  un- 
worthy of  participating  in  the  rights  aitd 
privilegcswblchtheir  fellow  subjects  enjoy, 
and   which   I  say*  they    are   entitled   to. 
Such  a  doctrine  goes  tnis  length  :  it  says 
that  the  Catholic  religiim  is  a  nuisance — a 
religion  which  is  professed. by  the  greatest 
proportion  of  Europe.     If  such  ao  infer- 
ence'be  just,  and  if  such  be  the  rue  cha- 
racter of  the  professors   of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  then  it  follows  of  course 
that  the  religion  of  the  great  portion  of 
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of  all  party  rancour,  and  religious  animo- 
sity,  is  not  only  desirable,  but  fimda- 
mentally  necessary.      It   is  a  sentiment 
which  not  only  the  Irish  Catholic  and  the 
Irish  Protestant  should  feel,  but  should  be 
the  guide  of  both  nations  in  their  inter- 
course with  each  other.     With  great  con- 
Mrn,  therefore,  I  saw  scribbled  on  the 
walls  of  this  country,   these  idle  words, 
■'  No  Popery."   What  could  be  the  object 
or  the  hope  of  those  who  encouraged  so 
wicked  and  abominable  a  cry,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  divine.     It  could  not  be  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  unanunity.  not  of 
adding  to  the  national  strength.     On  the 
contrary,  it  had  this  etiect,  that  it  held  out 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  world, 
this  country  as  a  people  devoted  to  civil 
commotion,  as  a  nation  of  fanatics,  incom- 
petent to  any  other  purpose  hut  fanaticism, 
and    incapable    of   acting    with    energy 
against  the  enemy  of  the  British  empire. 
The  counter  Petitions  which  were  pre- 
sented upon  a  former  occasion,  were  the 
sentiments  of  well  meaning  men,  who, 
when  they  fled  from  the  shadow  of  the 
Pope,  were  precipitated  into  that  gulph 
into  which  so  many  nations  had  fallen  and 
'    continue  to  fall.     It  gives  me  great  pie; 
sure  to  see  that  Ihe  sense  of  public  dangi 
bas  recalled  men's  minds  from  those  nar- 
Vow  principles  which  a  ridiculous  fear  of 
Popery  had  so,  long  encouraged.     Those 
fears  are  now  removed,  and  therefore  it  is 
that  you  do  not  find  upon  the  table  of  this 
liouse  any  one  Petition  against  the  Roman 
Catholics   (save  one  presented  this  day). 
Such  symptoms  augur  well  for  the  security 
of  the  empire,  and  Icongratulale  the  public 
tipon  it.     It  is  an  example  of  liberality 
well  worth  the  wisdom  of  a  great  nation, 
of  that  r.'isdom  which  prompted  you  to 
form  an  alliance  with  Austria — You  re- 
stored the  Pope — you  took  Catholics  into 
your  pay — you    afforded    protection 
the    family    of    Portugal,    you    lent 
and  assistance  to  transplant  that  family 
to  South  America — you  planted  Popery 
there,  in  so  doing  you  acted  wisely.     You 
have  shewn  the  innocence  of  the  Catholi 
religion — that  there  is  nothing  in  it  dai 
gerous  to  the  state,  and  you  have  thereby 
falsified  all  those  idle  notions  of  the     ' 
■which  some  persons  attributed  to  thaimode 
of  faith.     What  then  do  I  ask  of  you  this 
night  on  behalf  of  your  fellow  subjects, 
why  this  :  that  in  the  same  spidt  of  wis- 
dom and  of  liberality  you  would  extend  to 
one-fifth  of  your  fellow  subjects  t'         ' 
£cial  principles  which  I  Bay  yoa  i 
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depead  upon  abstract  reasoning  or  forced 
construction.     It  has  been  contradicted  by 
the  most  profound  professors  of  popery  in 
diiierent  countries.     In  the  year  1791  the 
sense  of  the  Catholics  was  taken  upon  the 
subject,  certain  questions  were  put  to  the 
six  principal  universities  on  the  continent, 
applicable  to  the  doctrines  held  by  the 
professors.     The  universities  were  those 
of  Paris,  Louvaine,  Salamanca,  Douay,  St. 
Omers,  and  Valladolid  ;  to  these  queries 
thev  answer,  "  That  Roman  Catholics  do 
not  hold  themselves  absolved  from  their 
allegiance  to  a  protestant  prince,  and  they 
declare  that  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  here- 
tics— that  the  Pope  has  no  ten^poral  poVer 
in  England,  either  as  to  deposing  a  prince 


eucharist,  arc  incompatible  with  allegi- 
ance to  the  house  of  Hanover,  is  to  require 
as  great  a  miracle  as  the  transubstantia- 
tion  itself.     It  then   becomes  this  house, 
and  it  is  a  duty  imperiously  thrown  japon 
us,  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world,  there  does  exist  any  motive 
powerful  enough   to  call  this  supposed 
hostility   of   the   Catholics    into    action. 
There  is  now  no  Catholic  pretender  on  the 
continent — no  Catholic  association  or  con- 
federacy in  Europe.     In  Catholic  coun- 
tries all  religions,  without  distinction,  are 
admitted  into   civil  and  military  ofiices, 
indeed  there  has  been  a  silent  reformation 
as  to  religious  influence   in  the  public 
mind,  and  even  Popery  itself  has  drawn 
much  of  its  toleration  and  liberalitjr  from 


or  otherwise.     They  also  declare  that  such 

principles  by   their  relis^ion  were,  con-    the  progress  of  protestantism..    In  Ame- 

demned,    reprobated    and    stigmatized .''    rica  no  such  principle  of  exclusion  can 


These  questions  they  answer  with  much 
moral  indignation,  and  with  much  learn- 
ing, and  aver  that  such  actions  and  tenets 
do  not  belong  to  the  Catholic  religion. 
Such  is  the  testimony  of  the  professors  of 
that  faith  in  foreisrn  countries,  and  I  am 
therefore  justified  in  saying,  that  it  is  not 
the   profession   of  Catholics  in    general. 
With  respect  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
they  have  furnished  not  less  than  six  instru- 
ments, all  refuting  the  iihputations  cast 
upon  their  religion.     By  these  instruments 
they  disclaim  the  deposing  power  of  the 
Pope,  and  all  his  right  of  interfering  in 
temporal  matters.     JBy   the  oath  which 
they  are  required  to  take  in  the  act  of  the 
13th  and  14th  of  the  king,  these  disclaim- 
ers are  recognized  ;  and  by  the  act  of  the 
32d  of  the  king,  they  renounce  the  right 
of  the  Pope  as  to  his  claim  upon  property ; 
they  swear  to  support  the  Protestant  State 
•anf  Church,  and  deny  the  infallibility  of 
the  Pope.     From  this  I  am  strengthened 
in  interring,  that  there  is  no  moral  incom- 
patibility between  the  two  religions  ;  but 
those  who  argue  the  contrary  contend  that 
there   is  a  political  incompatibility,  and 
they  ground   their  objections  upon  this 
principle  :  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  sub- 
ject to  hold  allegiance  to  a  Protestant 
prince,  at  the  same  time  that  he  professes 
to  hold  a  religion  contrary  to  the  esta- 
bliiihed  religion  of  the  state,  and  recognizes 
a  foreign  power  as  the  head   of  his  own 
religion.     The  Catholic  acknowledges  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  m  a  spiritual  sense. 
To  prove  that  this  admission,  or  the  belief 
in  transubstantiation,    the  invocation  of 
saints,  or  the  other  points. of  Catholic  doc- 
trine^  such  as  the  celebration  of  mass,  the 


or  does  exist ;  and  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic  of 
that  continent  confederated,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  France,  but  still  there  was  no- 
thing in  it  of  Catholic  combination.  While 
the  Protestant  religion    cannot    procure 
you  one  single  ally  on  the  continent,  with 
the  exception  of  Sweden,  will  you  then 
consent  to  disqualify  one-fifth  of  your  sub- 
jects at    home  ?    Will    you    direct  your 
strength  and  vigilance  in  array  against  a 
Catholic  combination,  at  a  moment  when 
your  danger  is  the  result  of  an  anti-English 
conspiracy  among  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, formerly    your  allies  ?    Is  this  the 
moment,  I  would  ask,  to  deprive  yourselves 
of  that  beneficial  and  necessary  assistance 
which  can  alone  exist  in  the  union  of  all 
ranks  and  descriptions.    If  you  suijfer  that 
narrow  principle  to  regulate  your  con- 
duct, then  do  I  contend  that  you  do  not 
give  your  country  fair  play ;  but  you  do 
give  to  the. foreign  enemy  the  best  means 
of  effecting  his  purpose,  by  allowing  a 
narrow,  mean,  and  selfish  policy  to  goverh 
over  your  better  judgment.    There  cannot 
therefore  be  any  moral  incompatibility  to 
the  measure,  but  I  think  I  have  shewn  that 
a  very  urgent  political  necessity  exists  for 
uniting  all  against  the  designs  of  a  foreign 
enemy.    It  certainly  has  been  the  opinion 
of  all  political  writers,  that  tests  are  the 
symbols  of  political  sentiments.     I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases 
in  which  it  is  necessary  for  a  state  to  act 
upon  the  principle  of  exclusion.    That  is 
a  proposition  which,  taken  in  a  general 
sense,  no  one  would  dispute,  and  may  be 
acted  upon  where  the  practice  of  any  re- 
ligious precept  is  evidence  of  foreign  at« 
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tachment.  It  idll  not  be  denied  me,  as  a 
general  proposkiori  too,  that  there  are 
certain  rights  to  which  all  subjects  are  en- 
titled— that  the  state  has  a  right  to  demand 
the  assistance  of  the  talents  of  all  the  si4>- 
jects,  and  further,  that  it  has  not  the  right 
of  imposing  arbitrary  tests.  But  there 
may  be  cases  in  which  subjects  lose  these 
rights,  and  then  the  imposition  of  an  ar- 
bitrary test  is  defensible.  In  this  parti- 
cellar  case,  however,  it  cannot  apply  ;  £»r 
here,  as  I  think,  I  have  distinctly  shewn, 
no  foreign  attachment  is  proved,  or  indeed 
can  exist,  for  it  is  evident  that  foreign  at- 
tachment has  long  since  ceased.  To  jus- 
tify you,  therefore,  I  say,  you  must  prove 
a  probable  case,  and  you  must  pro)ve 
more ;  that  it  exists  only  with  reference 
to  the  Pope.  What  is  this  cause  for  jea^ 
lousy  ?  In  what  does  it  consist  ?  Why,  in 
this — the  Pope  !  And  what  is  the  Pope  ^ 
Why  the  Catholics  have  proved  to  yoa 
that  the  Pope  is  nothing  more '  than  a 
Hame>  for  they  consider  him  in  the  light, 
and  in  no  other,  than  a  spiritual  power — 
they  have  abjured  him  in  all  temporal 
cases ;  they  have  abjured  him  in  all  mixed 
cases,  particularly  in  all  cases  which  in 
any  way  relate  to  the  state. — Let  us,  how- 
ever, examine  the  matter  further.  It  has 
been  objected  to  the  Catholics  that  mar- 
riages, and  of  course  inheritances,  are 
subject  to  the  controul  of  the  Pope.  The 
idea  is  absurd  and  monstrous !  The  house 
will  now  recollect  that  marriage  is  a  civil 
contract ;  that  inheritance  is  good  only 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  that  it  is  so- 
IS  proved  by  the  acts  passed  upon  the 
subject ;  that  they  have  lost  that  inherf- 
tance,  and  acquiesce  in  me  laws,  is  clear 
by  the  9  Will.  2  Anne,  19  and  23  Geo.  2, 
by  which  marriage  and  inheritance  are 
set  aside,  and  the  next  of  kin  is  only  tenant 
for  life.  To  tell  the  Catholics,  therefore, 
that,  at  the  present  day,  they  consider 
auch  contracts  in  a  spiritual  light,  is  to  in- 
sult their  understanding,  and  to  upbraid 
tiiem  with  the  disbelief  of  that  system  to 
which  they  fell  victims. — ^The  next  point 
to  be  considered  is  with  respect  to  excom< 
munication.  In  die  first  place,  they  say 
that  marriage  is  a  temporal  obligation- 
excommunication  a  spiritual  one.     They 

.  further  say,  that  excommunication  has  not 
been  urged  with  reference  to  any  legal  or 
temporar consequences,  bqt  that  Catholics 

.  have  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  life, 
and  in  these  cases  are  denied  nothing  but 
the  sacrament.  In  some  letters  which  I 
Have  ieen  annexed  to  a  very  M%  produc- 


tion hi  the  ^ape  of  a  pamphlet,  the  work 
tof  a  learned  g^tleman  of  thk  hoHse,  to  ^ 
whose  labours  and  information  his  country 
aiid  ours  are  equally  indebted,^  to  the' 
(Charj^  of  the  Catho4ic  clergy  claiming  a 
richt  to  tythes*— that  they  deny  the  right 
rof  the  Protestaiit  dergy  to  tythes — that 
they  claim  legal  existence  for  a  Catholic 
establishment,  and  that  they  exercise  the 
right  of  excommunication  in  ali  temporal 
cases — the  most  positive  and  unequivocal 
denial  is  given.  They  deny  that  they  have 
ever  resisted  the  right  ot  the  established 
church  to  claim  tythes — ^that  they  have 
claimed  an  exclusive  establishment  for  the 
Catholic  church — ^they  do  not  deny  that 
taxation  to  the  Protestant  clergy  is  foand-^ 
ed  in  justice,  and  for  the  truth 'of  these' 
denials,  they  appeal  to  their  fellow-subjects 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  profess 
their  readiness  to  swear  to  the  facts.  As 
to  excommunication,  that  they  say,  is  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  Bishops,  and  declare 
they  •  have  not  claimed  nor, exercised  any 
of  ^ese  powers  imputed  to  them  by  their 
adversaries.  In  one  of  their  principal 
dioceses,  that  of  Dublin,  I  have  the  autho* 
rityof  Dr.  Troy,  the  titular  archbishop,  to 
say,  that  in  the  course  of  19  years,  the 
time  in  which  he  has  filled  that  see,  only 
two  instances  of  excommunication  have 
occurred  ;  and  that  during  the  time  of  his 
predecessor.  Dr.  Carpenter  (17  years)  only 
the  same  number  took  place.  I  appeal 
to  the  good  sense  and  judgment  or  the 
house  then,  whetiier  the  power  of  the 
Pope,  in  regard  to  excommunication,  can 
be  looked  on  as  dangerous. — ^Now,  then^ 
with  respect  to  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  has  been  argued,  and  with  much 
force,  that  the  power  of  the  Pope  in  the 
nomination  of  bishops  may  be  considered 
of  a  dangerous  tendency.  With  respect  to 
this  power,  the  Catholics  themselves  no- 
minate the  Bishop  ;  the  Pope  gives  him  a 
spiritual  capacity.  If  gentlemen  think 
this  a  dangerous  power,  why.  then,  I  have 
a  proposition  to  make,  a  proposition  which 
the  Catholics  have  authorized  me  indeed 
to  name — ^It  is  this  :  "  That  in  the  future 
nomination  of  Bishops,  his  majesty  may 
interfere  and  exercise  his  royal  privilege, 
by  putting  a  negative  upon  sucb  nomina- 
tion ;  that  is  in  other  words  to  say  :  that 
no  Catholic  Bishop  shall  be  appointed  with- 
out the  entire  approbation  of  his  majesty." 
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work  intituled,  "  Substance  of  Additional 
OfoservatioHs  on  the  CatheKc  Question.'* 


5Siy  PA&L.  DEBATER  May  25f  180&— Jlomaii  CaihoUc  PeMm^ 


[558 


The  hoofici  will  be  aware  of  the  benefit  of 
such  a  proposition— of  the  desire  of  the 
Catholics  to  conform  to  the  government  of 
their  country^  for  this  would  efTectually 
prevent  the  appointment  of  any  Catholic 
£|ishop  to  the  head  of  his  churcn,  who  was 
not  politically  approved  of,  by  the  go- 
"vernment.  If  it  be  true  that  Bonaparte 
has  controul  over  the  Pope,  the  rope 
over  the  Catholic  Clergy  in  Ireland^  and 
the  Catholic  Clergy  over  the  laity  ;  why 
then  it  follows,  tlmt  Bonaparte  has  con- 
troul over  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
British  army  and  navy.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son that  I  wish  the  bouse  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Petitions,  and  to  come  to  a 
resolution  approving  of  the  proposition  I 
submit,  and  it  is  th«  more  necessary,  be- 
cause it  has  been  contended,  not  that  the 
danger  will  arise,  but  that  it  now  really  ex- 
ists. Here,  then,  is  a  power  to  be  vested  in 
his  majesty  which  must  operate  to  do  away 
the  danger  complained  of,  by  destroying 
the  influence  of  Bonaparte,  if  such  influ- 
ence actusUiy  exists.  If  this  be  not  ac- 
ceded to,  it  will  then  be  for  those  who, 
under  such  circumstances  as  they  have 
charged,  wish  to  persevere  in  their  hosti- 
lity and  exclusion,  to  state  broadly  and 
roundly  their  reasons,  for  such  perse- 
verance— a  perseverance  which  can  only 
tend  to  make  the  king  weak  as  to  the 
Church,  and  the  constitution  weak  as  to 
the  Catholic  body.  The  proposition  will 
make  a  double  connection — ^the  two 
churches  will  be  as  one,  and  the  king  at 
the  head.  By.  these  means  all  danger 
will  be  removed,  the  moral  and  political 
entirety  of  his  majesty's  dominions  will 
be  established;  the  constitution  will  be 
invigorated  and  strengthened  by  connect- 
ing the  Catholics  with  the  parliament,  and 
the  king  with  the  Catholic  clergy,  by  the 
interference  which  he  must  of  course  ex- 
ercise in  consequence  ai  the  appoint- 
ment.— ^Uaving  considered  this  subject 
upon  general  grounds,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  examine  it  with  respect  to  its  applica- 
tion to  Great  Britain  and  Leland.""  The 
Petition  which  has  this  night  been  pre- 
sented in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of  the 
Catholics,  has  attempted  to  ground  its 
hostility  upon  the  principles  recognized 
at  the  Revolution,  Adnut  such  a  prin- 
ciple, and  you  make  that  glorious  occur- 
rence fatal  to  its  own  interests.  It  has  been 
objected,  that  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
are  inconsistent  with  the  Declaration  of 
Eights,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  that 
instrument.    If  so^  why  then  the  Revols*- 


tion  which  established  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  and  from  which  you  derive  suclv 
blessings,  was  pregnant  with  illiberality 
to  Ireland,  and  the  Declaration  of  Rights 
was  fatal  to  its  own  interests.  But  I  deny 
that  any  fundamental  law  exists  against 
the  extension  of  every  civil  and  political 
immunity  to  Catholic  subjects,  consistent 
with  the  security  of  the  empire.  If  there 
be  any  such  flindaniental  law,  show  me 
where  it  is.  It  certainly  does  not  exist  in 
the  assuitied  power  of  the  two  brancht^s  of 
the  legislature  in  1742.  On  that  occasion 
it  passed  by  a  vote  of  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, an  act  of  power  assuming  the  legis- 
lative authorit}^  I  It  was  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned in  I76I,  by  a  resolution  in  a  similar 
manner,  without  becoming  an  act  of 
the  legislature.  To  be  sure  it  then  had 
a  formal  act  to  sanction  the  measure,  but 
that  was  an  act  of  oppression,  which 
could  not  bind  the  Irish  legislature.  The 
act  of  king  William,  which  re-enacted 
this  provision,,  was  also  ah  act  of  op- 
pression, and  it  was  not  till  the  year 
1782  that  the  effects  of  these  provisions, 
and'  the  oaths  they  enjoined,,  were  done 
away  by  a  bill  introduced  by  an  hon. 
friend  of  mine,  into  the  Irish  parliament. 
But  I  not  .only  contend  that  there  is  no 
fundamental  law  to  sanction  this  exclusion, 
I  also  contend  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
a  constitutional  principle.  It  is  certainly 
true,  that  the  succession  to  the  crown  was^ 
at  the  Bevolution,  limited  to  the  Protestant 
branches,  but  it  is  not  to  be  thence  in- 
ferred, that  persons  professing  a  different 
faith,  are  in  consequence  to  be  excluded 
from  filling  offices  in  the  state,  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  sitting  and  voting  in 
parliament.  The  principle  of  that  provi- 
sion is  at  direct  variance  with  the  assumed 
inference.  The  principle  of  the  provision 
is  founded  on  this  ground,  that  the  execu- 
tive shall  be  of  the  same  religion  as  the 
majority  of  the  people,  but  the  inference 
is  directly  the  reverse.  The  principle  of 
the  constitution  is,  that  you  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  the  talents  of  all  descriptions  of 
subjects  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. In  one  case  it  goes  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  crown — In  the  other  it  goes  to 
the  diminution  of  the  subject's  right  I 
have  said  that  it  is  a  violation  of  a  consti- 
tutional principle,  and  I  am  firm  in  my 
opinion.  It  has  been  upheld  as  a  funda* 
mental  law  that  the  Commons  form  a 
part  of  the  legislature,  of  which  part  the 
Catholics  take  a  share,  I  mean  in  regard 
to  then:  electiye  firaochisas.    Hiii  was  set- 
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tied  by  the  act  of  1793,  and  recognised 
by  the  articles  of  the  Union ;  you 
must  therefore  extend  the  principles  of 
your  constitution,  or  abandon  them  alto- 
gether. You  told  us  that  the  Union  would 
consolidate  the  resources  and  the  interests 
of  both  islands.  I  now  call  upon  you  to 
consolidate  the  strength  and  energies  of 
both  nations  by  fulfilling  the  contract. 
Unless  you  carry  into  effect  that  measure, 
then  do  I  contend  that  it  was  an  ^act  of 
ambition  quoad  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  an  act  of  bigotry,  qiumd  the  people. 
If  your  fears  for  the  security  and  perma- 
•  nence  of  your  constitution  be  sincere^why  do 
you  not  extend  your  attention  to  the  source 
whence  the  real  danger  arises  ?  Does  the 
danger  proceed  from  domestic  treason,  or 
the  fixed  and  indefatigable  hostility  of 
your  foreign  enemy  ?  In  either  case,  where 
would  you  look  for  security?  Certainly 
in  the  people !  why  then,  I  say  you  would 
act  wisely  in  agreemg  to  the  prayer  of  the 
Petitibns,  by  attaching  to  you  one  fifth  of 
the  whole  of  your  population.  Are  you 
then,  when  you  contend  that  danger  is 
abroad,  so  foolish  or  so  frantic  as  to  per- 
sist in  the  exclusion,  or  do  you  look  for 
security  in  the  extra vasated  ambition  of 
depriving  one  fifth  of  your  subjects  of 
their  rights,  and  of  depriving  the  empire 
of  their  assistance?  Do  you  think  your 
constitution  is  in  most  clanger  from  the 
attacks  of  a  fo^rtign  enemy,  or  from  firing 
the  resentment  ofone  fifth  of  your  people? 
Is  your  constitution  safer,  because  four 
millions  of  your  people  have  only  to  look 
up  to  the  sovereign  for  mercy  and  protec- 
tion ?  Is  the  church  in  less  danger  if  you 
make  it  incompatible  with  the  civil  co-ope- 
ration of  une  fifth  of  your  people  ?  I  would 
ask  is  the  state  in  less  danger  ?  Is  a  tree 
more  firm  when  its  roots  are  torn  up,  or  a 
capital  more  secure  when  the  base  is  taken 
away  ?  or  will  you  tell  me  what  in  the 
natural  world  is  radical  weakness,  con- 
stitutes in  the  political  world  both  security 
and  strength  ?  No !  your  very  measures 
prove  that  you  feel  the  insecurity  of  your 

Eolicy.  When  you  passed  your  famous 
evy  en  Masse  Act,  and  the  Training  Act, 
why  did  you  not  extend  their  provisions 
to  Ireland  ?  for  this  plain  reason,  because 
you  had  not  extended  your  constitution. 
Why  did  you  not  call  upon  the  energies 
of  your  fellow  subjects  there  ?  The  reason 
was,  you  felt  the  fatal  effects  of  that  ex- 
clusion upon  which  the  Irish  parliament 
was  stranded.  Such  conduct  will  neither 
guard  the  church  nor  state.    But  it  is  in 


vain  to  delude  yourselves  by  a  conceal- 
ment of  the  fact.  The  day  will  arise  when 
the  act  of  settlement,  ana  the  Protestant 
establishment  itself  must  be  defended  by 
Catholic  co-operation.  If  you  wish  your 
Catholic  subjects  to  shew  the  same  zeal  as 
their  fellow  subjects,  give  them  the  same 
privile^s.  It  has  been  argued,  that  to 
have  sfProtestant  king  and  Catholic  coun- 
cils, would  be  an  anomaly  in  politics — ^I 
see  no  such  anomaly.  Look  at  the  his- 
tory of  nations,  when  the  danger  was  as 
great  as  it  is  now.  Was  Henry  4th  less 
faithfully  served  because  he  happened 
to  have  the  duke  of  Sully  for  his  prime 
minister  ?  Was  Lewis  1 6th  in  greater  danger 
from  the  counsel  of  Turenne  ?  and  yet 
both  these  great  ministers  were  of  a  aif- 
ferent  religion  from  the  established  reli- 
gion of  the  country.  While  your  enemy 
employs  all  the  talents  of  his  state,  and 
brings  into  action  all  the  energies  of  his 
subjects,  can  you  confidently  hope  for  se- 
curity by  rendering  useless  a  great  part  of 
your  population  ?  What  do  the  petitioners 
want  ?  not  a  transfer  of  power,  or  the  ab- 
surd establishment  of  a  Catholic  Parlia- 
ment, but  they  do  require  a  restoration  of 
their  legitimate  rights,  an  admissibility  to 
powen  They  ask  for  nothing  which  in- 
vades any  recognised  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution, or  fundamental  laws  of  the  land. 
The  principle  upon  which  I  say  you  act 
inconstitutionally,  is  in  making  a  mono- 
poly of  the  state,  and  of  the  parliament,  to 
the  exclusion  of  a  great 'portion  of  the 
constituency  of  the  empire.  It  has  been 
argued,  that  the  Catholics  are  guilty  of 
treason  in  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy'-, (which  the  Dissenters  do  not 
take,)  and  because  they  are  attached  to 
the  Pope.  This  is  not  true.  Equally  un- 
supported by  sound  argument,  and  con- 
founded, in  truth,  is  tne  charge  made 
against  them,  of  a  desire  to  overturn'  the 
established*  church ;  indeed,  they  Have 
been  insulted  and  stigmatized,  in  opposi* 
tion  to  repeated  declarations  of  parliament; 
in  opposition  to  the  18th,  and  to  the  S3d 
of  the  king,  which  gives  them  a  certain 
description  of  political  powers.  Such  ob- 
jections are  founded  upon  the  most  gross 
errors.  Those  who  argue  against  the  Ca- 
tholics seem  to  consider  them  as  a  race 
incapable  of  every  virtue,  and  capable  of 
any  vice,  an  execrable  race,  whose  hearts 
no  mild  treatment  could  soften.  I  argue, 
in  refutation  of  these  charges,  that  the  Ca- 
tholic pays  his  quota  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  state;  he  also  pays  his  proportioia  to 
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the  church  establishment ;  the  very  pay- 
ment of  these  quotas  is  perverted  into  an 
argument  against  their  hopes.    Those  who 
hare  argued  in  this  manner,  and  justified 
their  arguments  on  the  score  of  religion, 
rendered  even  Omnipotence  subservient 
to  their  vile  purposes,  and  as  it  were  -at- 
tempted to  bolster  up  Omnipotence^  by 
accommodating  the  Deity  with  a  certain 
portion  of  their  own  vices  and  crimes ;  in 
place  of  a  religion  founded  on  those  pure 
maxims  of  fruth  and  justice,  which  are  as 
uiifchangeable  as  the  moral  properties  of 
God — It  is  then,  I  say^  to  bolster  up  a  false 
and  fraudulent  system  under  the  pretext 
of  religious  worship,  for  "no  other  end,  and 
having  no  other  object  in  view,  than  to 
gratify  the  selfish  interests  and  sordid  pas- 
sions of  the  few,  by  converting  into  an  in- 
strument of  vexation  and  injustice,  that 
which  was  ordained  as  the  blessing  and 
consolation  of  the  many.    It  is  only  upon 
the  mild  and  beneficent  attributes  of  the 
Divine  Author  of  our  being  that  we  should 
found  the  stability  of  our  church  and,  say 
of  it  "  esto  perpetua/**    But  though  they 
overlooked  the  Deity  and  his  atfributes, 
they  did  not  lose  sight  of  their  own  emo-^ 
1  uments.    They  saw  in  it  a  little  profitable 
church  establishment,  which  they  bolster- 
ed  up   in  some   contemptible  test    law. 
How  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  Catholics 
to  destroy  the  church  establishment  ?  It 
must  either  be  by  law  or  by  force — If  by 
law,  why  then  it  is  evident,  before  they 
can  hope  to  obtaiji  their  end^  they  must 
become  the, majority  of  the  empire — that, 
however,  no  one  can  apprehend.     But  by 
admitting  their  claims,   it  is  urged  you 
give  them  a  physical  force.      Such  sort  of 
reasoning  would  apply,  if  speaking  of 
Turks  or  Pagans,  but  i?  it  the  language 
which  we  ought  to  use  when  speaking  of 
our  fellow  Christians  ?  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects ?  A  Catholic  then,  according  to  those 
reasons,  generally  speaking,  is  an  execra- 
ble Pagan,  because  he  obtains  some  of  his 
privileges,  and  then  has  the  temerity  to 
ask  for  the  remainder.     Now  let  me  con- 
sider the  objections  with  regard  to  Ireland. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics are  hostile  to  the  state,  and  that  their 
hostility  extends  to  those  who  profess  the 
Protestant  religion— That  hostility  certain- 
ly cannot  apply  to  Ireland :  for  do  you  not 
suppose  the  Irish  Protestants  wou]d  be  actu- 
ated by  the  same  hostility  ?  It  is  not  solely  to 
Catholics  that  the  imputation  lies,  for  it  so, 
the  English  Catholics  must  be  equally  cul- 
pable.   The  charge,  if  there  if  any  truth 
Vol.  XI. 


in  it,  applies  neither  to  the  Irish  charac* 
ter  nor  to  the  principles  of  Catholics ;  but 
it  applies  to  the  law ;  the  defects  of  which 
are  too  evident  to  need  any  further  coin* 
ment  from 'me.  Gentlemen  will  there-i 
fore  take  into  their  consideration  the  great 
and  dangerous  mischief  resulting  from 
these  detective  laws ;  they  will  estimate, 
properly,  the  material  causes  of  their  de-i 
fects,  and  the  consequences  of  them,  and 
they  will  then  find  the  result  to  be,  that  they 
engender  in  the  bosom  oi  the  state,  senti-* 
ments  of  hatred  and  hostility.  I  am,  how-» 
ever,  ready  to  admit,  that  certain  stings  may- 
have  been  \eh  behind  by  the  long  conti-. 
nuance  of  those  penal  laws,  which  ground 
the  people,  and  the  operation  of  which  may 
still  continue  to  harass  and  to  perplex.  1% 
is  in  vain  for  you,  then,  to  stigmatize  my 
countrymen  as  a  perverse  and  obstinate  set 
of  men,  whom  no  measures  of  mildness 
and  conciliation  can  soften.  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  their  perverse  and  recreant 
spirits  are  iiot  to  i)e  reconciled.  If  you 
still  say  so,  you  declare  that  man  has  done 
every  thing  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of 
duty,  but  that  the  Deity  has  made  them  in-- 
corrigible.  You  charge  them  with  crimeai 
which  they  do  not  merit,  and  you  forget^ 
that  the  roots  of  those  crimes  find  their- 
existence  in  the  abominable  code  of  penal 
laws,  with  which  you  have  loaded  my 
country.  Why,  then,  do  you  not  remove 
this  great  and  crying  evil  ?  You  have  the 
remedy  in  your  hands ;  repeal  these  lawn 
and  then  you  remove  the  crime.  It  yva^ 
well  observed  by  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
( Avonmore),  when  the  test  act  was  repealed, 
that  the  penal  code  had  long  been  hover-* 
ing  over  Ireland.  The  penalties  inflicted 
by  that  code,  received  the  Catholic  at  his 
birth  I  they  stood  by  him  at  his  brjdal 
bed  !  and  they  did  not  leave  him  at  rest, 
even  in  his  coffin !  It  is  true  that  part  of 
these  penalties  have  b^en  removed,  bu^ 
there  still  remain  many  heavy  ones,  which 
I  think  the  wisdom  of  the  united  p^rlia-= 
ment  would  do  well  to  remove  altogether. 
The  people  of  Ireland  have  been  told  that 
there  were  mai^y  narrow  spirits  in  theip 
parliament;  and  certainly  there  were 
some  who  always  wished  to  counteract 
any  beneficial  measure  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  subject ;  but  they  have  also  biberi 
told  that  an  imperial  parliament  ^ill  legis- 
late upon  liberal,  humane  and  enlightened 
principles  ;  such  was  the  promise  held  out 
to  the  people  antecedent  to  the  union— r 
that  promise  I  now  call  upon  you  to  fulfil, 
If  you  do  not^  you  breal^  faith  with  tht 
20 
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people  of  Ireland,  and  you  will  do  more ; 
you  will  not  only  injure  the  interests  of 
your  empire,  but  you  may  ultimately  en- 
danger its  security. — I  will  now  proceed 
to  the  argumer it,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  of 
the  dangers  likely  to  arise  with  respect  to 


titles  would  go  to  alter  the  state  of  pro* 
perty,  is  a  futile  sort  of  reasoning.  The 
absurdity  of  dreading  as  a  consequence, 
that  which  must  first  exist  as  the  tause^o^ 
that  dread,  is  truly  ridiculous.  In  order  to 
stop  divisions,  dangerous  in  the  event  of  in- 


the  settlement  of  property  in  Ireland,  in    rasion  by  the  enemy,  now  so  much  to  be 
cortsequence  of  admitting  the  catholics  to     "       -        -     — 
political  power.     I  know  that  considerable 
alarm  has  been  excited  in  consequence  of 
a  map  which  contained  an  account  of  the 
distribution  of  .property  among  the  ancient 
landed  proprietors  of  Ireland.     The  fact 
was  however,  that  this  map,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  auditor's  office,  was  drawn  up 
by  sir  William  Petty,  for  the  use  of  the 
then  government,  a  copy  of  which  had 
by  some  means  been  preserved  in  France ; 
a  copy  of  that  copy  had  been  obtained  by 
a  person  in  the  service  of  government,  anii 
retained   as  matter  of  history ;  and  this 
was  the  source  of  that  publication,  which 
created  so  much  unneccssaiy  alarm.  There 
are   but  few  Catholic»*who  could  claim 
by  ancient  descent,  if  that   claim  were 
even  to  be  allowed,  but  there  certainly  are 
many  pi"oprietors  of  land  who  hold  by  re- 
cent purchase.     Now,  to  shew  the  house 
that  the  share  which  the  Catholics  have  in 
the  landed  property  of  Ireland  is  not  so 
«mali  as  is  supposed^  Twill  state  that  the 
rental  of  one  noble  earl  alone,  is  30,000  L 
a-year  ;   therefore  it  is  a  gioss  mistake  to 
estimate  the  whole  of  lands  held  by  Catho- 
lics at  65,000  /.  per  annum ;  their  propor- 
tion is  from  500,000/.  to  a  million,  in  fee 
simple.     Is  a  revolution  in  landed  proper- 
ty, then,  to  be  apprehended  from  persons 
thus  circumstanced  ? — Then  it  is  said  that 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  te- 
nantry.-—To  this  I  reply,  that  they  are  in 
a  situation  of  poverty,  from  which  it  h 
utterly  impossible  they  can  emerge,  and 
cannot  be  formidable  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors.    They  can  only  take  possession 
of  the  land  by  force  of  arms,  or  by  force 
of  laws,  which  must  be  enacted  for  that 
purpose.    If  there  be  any  such  settlements 
as  those  which  have  been  circulated,  I  beg 
leave  to  ask,  where  are  the  lawyers  who 
drew  them  up.?    Besides,  the  title  of  the 
tenantry  in  general  depends  upon  protest- 
ftnt  landlords.     The  relief  which  the  peti- 
tion prays  will  not  add  to  the  physical 
strength  of  the  Catholics,  but  will  rather 
operate  as  a  reason  for  exercising  that 
strength   in  aid  of  the  state.     Before  they 
come  into  parliament  they  must  have  that 
property— therefore,  to  say  that  the  intro- 
duction of  a  biU  for  removing  those  disabi- 


dreaded,  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  se- 
vetal  counties,  sensible  that  their  establish- 
ment and  the  state  C9uld  not  be  defended 
without  the  aid  of  Catholics,  have  present-^ 
ed  petitions  in  their  favour.     There  are 
not  less  than  nine  counties  in  all,  which 
hare  shewn  this  noble  example  of  liberali- 
ty aiH}  sound  policy.    The  counties*  of 
Ulare  and  Galway  have  had  meetings  con- 
vened by  their  sheriffs,  at  which  they  pas- 
sed  resolutions    expressing  their   ardent 
wishes  for  sm  admissioa  of  their  Cathc^ic 
brethi^n  to  the  benefits  of  the  constitu- 
tion.    In  the  counties  of  Tipperary,  Kil- 
kenny, Roscommon,  Waterford,  and  Meath« 
and  in  the  tdwn  of  Newry,  resolutions  have 
been  passed,  not  formally  by  the  Protestant 
gentry  and  inhabitants,  but  by  the  great 
bulk  of  the  landed  proprietors ;  these  re« 
commendations  were  not  owing  to  the  in- 
fiuence  of  liberality  and  confidence  merely 
— not  to  the  absence  of  all  suspicion  of  an 
intention  to  invade  the  landed  property  at 
a  more   convenient    season,  but  to   the 
stronger  and  more  immediate  feeling  of 
the  danger  which  a  divided  country  wouli 
have  to  experience  in  case  of  invasion  from 
an  active  and  powerful  enemy.    A  regard 
for  their  own  property  was  the  chief  rea- 
son.   They  are  not  afraid  of  war,  but  they 
are  airaid  of  the  continuance  of  the  dis* 
abilities,  and  they  deprecate  those  terrible 
privileges  of  an  extensive  monopoly  of 
constitutional  right  and  political  power. 
On  this  principle  it  is,  that  they  come  to 
offer  up  their  monopoly,  and  to  entreat  that 
others  may  be  admitted  in  common  to  de- 
fend their  rights — ^to  defend  their  countiy ! 
without  which,  neither  a  sufficient  defence 
for  the  preservation  of  political  power, 
nor  of  landed  property,  can  reasonably  be 
looked  to.    If  you  accede  to  their  recom- 
mendation, it  will  be  the  meansof  a  greater 
p<^^er  of  defence  than  you   can  hope  to 
derive  either  from  your  Parish  Bill  or  from 
your   Local  Militia.     What  answer  will 
you  return  to  this  recommendation  ?  Witt 
you  say,  «'  that  although  we  thought  you 
worthy  to  participate  with  your  fellow 
subjects  in  election  franchises,  yet  we  think 
you  not  deserving  of  ftirther  concession  ; 
oY,  in  other  words,  we  consider  you  as  ini- 
mical to  the  interests  of  the  state  ?*'  Will 
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you  go  farther  and  say,  "  no,  we  will  ^t 
attend  to  the  prayers  of  your  Petition,  but 
we  will,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  perpe- 
tual safety  of  the  empire,  leave  the  country 
to  divisions,  and  the  church  to  the  Pope  ! 
You  may  leave  the  country  to  division, 
but  if  you  do,  you  will  thereby  endanger 
the  empire,  for  the  rising  of  rebellion  will 
be  the  consequence  of  refusal.  Is  it,  then, 
worth  while,  for  the"  sake  of  a  paltry  mo- 
nopoly, which  at  last  can  be  but.temporary, 
to  refuse,  for  such  an  object,  the  recom- 
mendation of  so  large  a  portion  of  your 
Protestant  subjects  ?  Will  you,  I  say, 
adopt  so  narrow  a  line  of  policy,  when  the 
Catholics  allow  you  a  controuling  power 
over  the  nomination  of  bishops  ?  If  you 
do,  why  then  I  contend  you  will  leav^  the 
country  to  its  own  ruin,  and  you  will  leave 
the  church  to  the  Pope.  It  has  been 
argued  that  the  object  of  the  Petiiioa  is 
of  little  value,  and  that  it  is  not  much  re- 
garded or  desif led  by  the  petitioners  them- 
selves ;  but,  will  it  be  contended  by  those 
who  have  expended  so  much  money  in 
obtaining  se^ts  in  parliament,  that  seats  in 
parliament  are  of  no  value,  and  that  it  is 
not  matter  of  any  moment  to  subject  any 
class  of  men  to  be  excluded  from  them  ? 
It  has  been  said  that  Catholics  are  not  de- 
sirous of  seats  in  parliament ;  and  as  proof 
of  the  assertion,  the  declaration  of  Con- 
naught  has  been  cited.  But  though  re- 
bellion is  not  announced  as  a  consequence 
of  the  refusal,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that 
if  thq  boon  is  given,  it  will  not  be  highly 
Talued.  It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  be 
satisfied  with  being  excluded  from  situa- 
tions of  honour  and  dignity.  The  exclu- 
sion of  Catholics  from  parliament  and  the 
state,  is  not  only  degrading,  but  dishonour- 
able in  the  highest  degree.  If  there  bean 
i^difierence  to  that  exclusion,  it  is  the 
more  dishonourable  to  the  legislature,  for 
then  it  proves  that  the  Catholics  are  so 
subdued  by  tyrant  laws,  that  the  sph*it  of 
attachment  to  the  constitution  is  subdued 
among  them.  If  so,  I  am  sure  it  is  highly 
requisite  inmiediately  to  plant  a  soul  in 
the  body,  which  may  animate  it  from  the 
centre  to  the  extremities.  Till  that  is 
done,  the  exertions  of  the  state  will  be 
crippled,  and  instead  of  sending  armies  to 
fight  your  battles  against  the  enemy,  you 
will  of  necessity  be  obliged  to  keep  them 
at  home  to  defend  Ireland.  In  every  step 
which  the  government  in  that  case"  may 
take,  they  will  be  haunted  by  the  penal 
laws.  It  is  oetsessary  now  to  place  things 
up9a  wask  a  fiooting,  that  soldiers  may  be 


called  upon  to  fight,  not  for  their  pay,  but 
for  the  constitution ;  that  constitution  which 
you  have  endeavoured  to  C{i>n(]^er  tliem 
with. — ^You  have  no  common  teeling  ei- 
ther for  their  pride  or  their  passions.— Jt 
is  not  parliamentary  certainly  to  talk  of 
the  Oath  of  the  king,  for  which  I  entertain 
the  highest  possible  respect.  It  has  been 
urged  that  the  oath  of  the  king  is  incom- 
patible with  the  removal  of  the  disabilities 
complained  of.  Let  us  examine  how  far 
it  is  so.  It  is  a  fit  subject  of  parliamen- 
tary inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  representation  is  just.  "We  must  not 
allow  the  enemies  of  the  Catholics  to 
abuse,  in  the  first  place,  the  religion  of 
God,  and,  in  the  next,  the  piety  of  his  ma- 
jesty, without  contradiction  or  restraint. 
The  kings  of  England  swore  to  maintain 
the  liberties  of  their  people.  They  are 
therefore  subordinate  to  the  law ;  they 
cannot  invade  the  liberties  or  religion  of 
any  man,  without  committing  a  breach  of 
their  oath.  They  are  not  sworn  to  main- 
tain the  penal  laws,  nor  to  restrict  the  le- 
gislature from  making  new*  provisions  ia 
favour  of  the  church.  If  the  king,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  made  respecting  the 
church,  is  sworn  to  maintain  them  entire 
and  without  change,  why,  then,  the  church 
is  placed  beyond  the  power  of  human  in- 
terference, and  is  also  .beyond  the  exe- 
cutive and  legislative  power.  The  penai 
laws  are  included  in  those  provisions  ;  and 
what  is  the  nature  of  them  ? — ^Why,  one 
of  them  goes  to  rob  a  Cathc^ie  of  his  horse ; 
another  prevents  him  from  educating  his 
sons  at  home,  and  from  sending  them 
abroad  for  education ;  another  goes  to  de- 
prive a  Catholic  father  of  his  property.  If 
th$  repeal  of  laws  of  this  kind  are  a  bieach 
of  the  coronation  oath,  why,  then*  every 
sovereign  since  the  time  of  Henry  8  ie 
perjured — William  3,  when  he  signed  the 
articles  of  Limerick,  was  perjured — ^and 
queen  Anne,  when  she  passed  the  Act  ctf 
Union,  was  perjwed — George  the  Firs* 
and  George  the  iJecond  were  perjured — 
His  present  gracious  sovereign,  when  he 
passsed  the  Ciuebec  Act,  was  persuaded  tQ 
depart  fiora  his  coronation  oath — so  in 
17S2,  when  the  Act  of  Catholic  Inhe- 
ritance was  passed — again,  in  1793,  when 
the  Catholics  were  allowed  the  exercLsa 
of  their  elective  franchises*  In  short,  tht 
Coronation  Oath,  from  which  so  manjf 
departures  has  occurred,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  oath  of  successioii.  This  oath 
cannot  be  interpreted  in  a  manner  laid 
down  by  the  enemies  o£  the  Catholics  wiil^ 
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oat  making,  ihe  Righls  of  the  church,  the 
Wrongs  ol'  the  people — by  incapacitating 
one  fifih  of  his  majesty's  subjects  from  con- 
tributing their  best  services  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Mate.  The  church  is  in  conse- 
quence made  a  confederacy  against  the 
state,  and  the  king  a  party  to  it.  Tliere 
may  be  cases  in  which  the  coronation 
oath  might  interfere  with  the  penal 
statutes ;  but  then  it  wonld  be  to  repeal 
them.  The  king  is  sworn  to  protect  the 
Protestant  religion  as  by  law  establisheti — 
but  I  will  suppose  a  case,  in  which  it  may 
be  necesearv  to  enlist  Catholics  for  the 
army,  in  order  to  the  better  defence  of 
the  empire.  Will  it  be  said  that  the  royal 
oath  is  to  stand  in  the  w;iy  at  the  time 
when  the  concurrence  of  his  majesty  in 
requiring  the  assistance  of  all  his  subjects 
to  snppoi-t  the  Protestant  establishment 
against  all  enemies,  is  so  imperiously  ne- 
cessary f  I  should  hardly  think  such  a 
IKMition  would  be  advanced.  Well  then, 
in  such  case>  the  union  of  all  ranks  and 
descriptions  of  persons  in  the  common 
defence  of  the  empire  would  be  necessary, 
and  then  it  must  be  evident,  that  so  far  a 
repeal  of  the  penal  statutes  would  follow. 
Having,  as  I  conceive;  shewn  that  there 
does  not  exist  any  moral  incompatibility 
between  the  two  religions,  nor  any  of  a 
political  nature  to  debar  Catholics  front 
the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  which  they  are  entitled,  mm  that 
the  constitution  is  not  against  them,  1  shall 
contend,  that  whether  it  be  looked  to  in 
its  formation,  consolidation,  or  preserva- 
tion, the  relief  which  they  pray  for,  will, 
if  granted,  be  of  the  most  beneficial  con- 
■equenres  to  the  empire.  The  property 
of  Ireland  is  unanimous  in  their  favour, 
with  a  view  to  the  extinction  of  religious 
difierences.  And  whether  you  consider 
it  in  its  original  institution,  in  its  princi- 
ples as  recognised  at  the  Revolution,  or  as 
to  its  future  duration,  in  either  view  it  im- 
periously calls  for  that  amelioration  of  your 
policy,  which  was  the  implied  condition  of 
the  Act  of  Union,  and  it  is  further  called 
for,  in  order  to  your  complete  pTot«ction 
against  the  attacks  of  a  foreign  enemy. 
The  state  of  Eurdpe  is  such,  that  all  the 
natioiu  of  the  £ontinent  are  leagued 
against  you  ;  it.is  necessary,  tberefoie,  to 
oppose  one  compact  body  to  the  enemy's 
irruptions.  If  arguments,  such  as  I  have 
adverted  to,  are  to  be  adduced  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  credit  of  the  church,  and  th  ' 
defence  of  the  empire;  if  we  are  to  b 
faftunted  ttep  by  step,  by  the  lemaioi  < 


tbe  penal  code,  why  then,  I  say,  your 
country  is  irretrievably  lost,  and  every 

Sreat  principle  of  religion,  of  public 
efence,  and  of  liberty,  are  at  an  end. 
That  ejeat  and  distinguished  statennan 
(Mr.  I''ox)  was  from  his  earliest  days  tbe 
decided  friend  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws.  In  1778,  he  expressed  his  abhor- 
rence of  the  penal  code — in  that  abhor- 
rence he  continued  to  the  latest  moments 
of  his  life — He  recommended  a  total  repeal 
of  those  laws — Ireland  will  ever  retain  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  benefits  she  has  re- 
ceived from  that  great  man.  When  the 
last  prayer  of  the  Catholics  was  submitted 
by  him  to  the  United  Legislatore,  he  gave 
his  concluding  testimony  against  the  in- 
justice, the  cruelty  and  impolicy  of  the 
continuance  of  any  of  the  restrictions. 
Ireland  now  feels  the  loss  she  has  sustaihed 
by  his  separation  from  the  cares  of  this 
world,  and  weeps  in  anguish  over  his 
tomb.  In  estimating  the  qualities  which 
so  peculiarly  marked  his  proud  career, 
one  dwells  with  mingled  emotions  of  rap- 
ture and  sympathy  on  his  conscious  inte- 
grity of  soul — Ml  his  amiable  rectitude  of 
mind — on  the  complacency  of  his  disposi- 
tion— on  his  benevolent  weaknesses — and 
we  recollect,  with  sentiments  of  regret,  the 
loss  which  the  nation  has  sustained — In 
his  eloquence  he  wa»  commanding  and 
convincing,  and  one  can  contemplate  with 
satisfaction,  even  the  negligent  grandeur 
of  his  style.  In  presenting  the  fbrmer 
petition,  the  great  object  which  Mr.  Fos 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  house  was, 
that  a  compliance  with  its  prayer  w^ald 
add  materially  to  the  strength  of  the 
empire.  If  at  that  time,  such  an  object 
was  necessary,  how  much  more  so  is  it  at 
the  present  period,  when  AnsUia  has  lefl 
you  ;  when  Russia  is  your  enemy,  when 
Prussia  is  annihilated,  ^id  when  nothing 
remains,  but  nations  leagued  against  you 
with  the  common  enemy,  into  which 
league,  they  have  either  been  intimidated, 
or  forced  by  conquest.  Your  danger 
therefore  is  threefold  greater,  for  you 
have  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  your 
own  exertions.  Paralized  by  divisions, 
you  will  ultimately  be  lost  in  your  own 
dangers  at  home— dangers,  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  your  country — the  two 
Islands  now  stand  alone  to  contend 
against  all  mankind.  Will  you  then,  in 
such  a  crisis,  foolish^  and  madly  depend 
--'-^  -■     ^--^  -      -^    religious 
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lies  have  of  this  danger  ?  why  they 
l^lacken  a  few  Catholics  iji  this  house,  and 
then  conceive  that  divisions  are  to  secure 
a  falling  state,  and  add  calumny  to  com- 
plete the  fall.  Proceed  in  this  course  of 
insanity  until  you  have  heaped  miracle 
upon  miracle,  and  folly  upon  folly  !  I 
know  it  is  the  reasdning  of  many  good 
men,  and  also  of  many  bad  men,  to  deviate 
from  their  usual  habits  upon  questions 
such  as  these — In  astronomy  they  will 
adhere  to  science,  but  in  religious  matters 
they  think  themselves  entitled  to  adopt 
-certain  privileges  over  reason  and  over 
morals.  They  disregard  the  sugges- 
tions of  one,  and  disown  the  precepts  of 
the  other — ^They  desert  the  limits  of  one 
"World,  and  fly,  but  without  arriving  at  the 
other  which  they  hoped  to  attain.  They 
fly  from  all  obedience  to  the  moral 
laws  of  the  universe;  and  in  the  heat  of 
their  fancy,  perverted  and  phrensied  as  it 
IS,  construct  a  world  of  their  own,  until, 
callous  in  the  obstinacy  of  their  infatua- 
tion, they  fix  permanently  on  conclusions 
which  they  bring  back,  and  which  are 
pernicious  to  both,  and  common  to  neither, 
and  on  these  conclusions  they  lay  the 
foundation  of  danger — ^To  avert  this  dan- 
ger, I  propose  a  measure  which  I  say  will 
produce  the  desired  object  of  all,  and  that 
'  measure  is  "  mutual  concord.^'  I  recom- 
mend to  my  own  countrymen  to  associate 
with  their  fellow  subjects,  be  they  Catho- 
lics or  not.  I  would  recommend  to  all 
classes  of  British  subjects,  the  spirit  of 
concord  and  of  mutual  charity.  Banish 
from  your  breasts  that  fatal  principle  of 
exclusion,  and  we  may  then  indeed  say, 
esto  perpetua.  Release  your  Catholic  bro- 
ther from  that  personal  degradation  which 
jneets  him  in  every  walk,  which  he  sees  be- 
fore him  daily  at  his  own  door,  and  which 
he  finds  illustrated  in  the  expressions, 
the  toasts  and  the  merriments  of  the  up- 
braiding monopolist — ^the  Catholic  deeply 
feels  all  these  degradations,  and  therefore 
iet  the  country' gentleman  pay  due  atten- 
tion to  the.  recommendation  which  I  pre- 
sume to  give.  I  appeal  to  another  des- 
cription of  persons  called  Orange  Men,  to 
awaken  them  to  their  folly,  and  to  recollect 
in  time,  that  though  there  may  exist  such 
a  thing  as  exclusive  religion,  there  cannot 
be  an  exclusive  allegiance  ;  these  men,  if 
argued  with  civilly,  would  feel  and  ac- 
knowledge the  difliirence,  and  forget  every 
insult  they  have  received.  Let  govern- 
ment be  convinced,  that  unless  they  re- 
Bounce  this  narrow  jealousy,  their  system 


will  produce  in  Ireland  bad  subjects,  but 
worse  rebels,  easy  to  conquer,  but  impossi- 
ble* to  govern.  If  they  attend  to  my  sug- 
gestions, they  may  restore  not  only  good 
order,  but  harmony.  I  appeal  also  to  the 
government,  and  tell  them,  that  if  they 
sufler  themselves  to  be  overcome  by  little 
paltry  feelings  of  anger,  which  can  tend 
only  to  irritate  and  inflame,  they  will  bring 
the  administration  into  great  difficulties, 
and  reduce  the  country  to  disorder  and 
confusion.  It  will  then  be  no  justifica- 
tion for  them  to  say,  that  the  people  Ought 
not  to  have  felt  so  strongly,  lor  the  blame 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  Believe 
me,  the  best  way  to  guard  the  Catholics 
of'  Ireland  from  foreign  attachments,  is  by 
discouraging  religious  bigotry  amongst 
the  Protestants.  The  Catholic  will  never 
feel  the  victory,  when  he  finds  that  bigo- 
try is  swept  from  the  threshold  of  the  go- 
vernment. Do  not  believe  the  idle  tales 
which  tend  to  calumniate  my  country- 
men, such  as  their  not  chusing  to  live 
among  Protestants,  of  their  refusing  to  take 
Protestant  servants.  If  you, go  into  the 
Committee  all  these  false  .assertions  can 
be  disproved.  The  battles  in  Egypt 
would  never  have  been  fought,  tMe  victory 
of  Maida  never  gained,  if  the  Catholics -of 
Ireland  had  not  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
their  Protestant  brethren  in  every  duty  of 
good  subjects,  and  in  every  feeling  which 
belongs  to  good  citizens.  The  peasantry 
of  Ireland  are  not  slaves,  nor  the  landlords 
tyrants.  Such  language  is  calculated  to 
render  the  upper  ranks  odious,  and  the 
lower  ranks  contemptible.  If  you  want  to 
form  a  judgment  of  the  character  and 
capacities  of  Ireland,  look  to  what  she  has 
effected  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five 
years.  In  that  short  period,  the  people 
added  one  third  to  her  commerce,  in- 
creased her  revenue  five  fold,  gave  an 
accession  of  one  third  to  her  population, 
and  haive  besides  acquired  a  free  trade 
and  a  free  constitution.  These  are  the 
barbarous  accomplishments  of  Ireland* 
The  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  a  trial  by 
jury — are  admissible  to  all  offices,  but  the 
highest  offices,  in  the  state,  and  above  all, 
are  a  constituent  part  of  the  country — 
these  are  the  rights  which  they  possess, 
and  these  rights  they  would  not  surrender 
to  the  kings  of  England,  and  they  will  not 
surrender  them  to  tne  enemy.  These  facts 
afford  the  best  proof  of  the  highly  civilized 
and  improved  state  of  Ireland,  and  afibrd  the 
best  picture  of  that  brave  people  who  have 
boen  so  cruelly  stigmatized.     I  will  not 
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tbereAw«  call  the  Petition  which  now  lie* 
on  your  table — a  Fetitioa  for  emancipa- 
tion ;   f«r  even  thoagh   the   prayer   of  it 
fbouid  not  be  granted  immediately,  the 
Catholics  will  still  retain  the  saioe  desire 
of  opposing  the  enemy — the  same  zeal  in 
the  cause  oS  the  empire.     Every  reason 
for  proceeding  nith  temper  and  concilia- 
tion b  Htiil  desirable.     Great  Britain,  witb 
Irelwd  by  her  side,  has  to  count  upon  five 
^illiooi  of  inhabitants,  tea  millions  of  ex- 
ports.    Sbe  pays  two  millions  of  rental, 
uro  millions  of  interest,  and  contributes 
«oe  third  of  her  population  to  the  army 
utd  navy.     This  is  the  stake  which  Ireland 
has  in  me  empire,  and  this  most  convince 
you  bow  very  wicked  a«d  foolish  rt  is  to 
govern  by  any  paltry  acta,  striking  at  the 
root  of  her  liberties.      There  is  on  both 
aides  am^le  ground  of  attachment,  and  let 
Jte  decision  this  night  be  what  it  may,  it 
will  not  create  any  division  in  the  interests 
of  the  two  countries.     Suppose  the  navies 
of  Europe,  with  their  arsen:ils,  were  to  sail 
at  once  from  the  di0t:rent  peats  of  the 
enemy,  ^id  proceed  directly  for  Ireland, 
what  measures  would  be  most  adviseabte 
(atakcnpon  that  occasion  for  its  defence? 
—Would  you  send  an  especial  messenger 
to  array,  the  corporatitHu,  and  pot  down 
the  Catholic  hierarchy,  and  make  them 
take  the  oath  of  supremacy }  On  the  con- 
trary, would  you  not  rather  send  to  incor- 
porate them  in  the  general  defence  i  1'he 
argument  applies  at  the  present  moment 
meet  forcibly,  for  if  you  would  do  this  at 
■och  a  moment,  why  do  you  not  now,  when 
y«u  baf«  time,  do  sotaetbing  which  shall 
put  aa  end  to  those  death-doing  divisions 
■ad  to  pre[>are  for  that  great  battle  which 
sooner  or  later  must  be  fought  P — How 
would  you  blush,  if  it  were  possible  for 
your  ancestors  to  learn,  that  you  lost  the 
bereditary  freedom  of  the  land,  because 
you  were  more  alarmed  at  the  edicts  of 
Constance,  the 
and  the  cotincils 
9t  a  foreign  enen 
approach  this  ho 
(if,  in  the  coon 
have  uttered  any 
of  such  an  idea, 
don)  they  come 
Mid  also  to  share 
men,  now  when  j 
you,  when  Russt! 
when  Prussia  h; 
power— they   nn 
gkwy,  to  share  ' 
«aie  af  necessity 
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you  with  arms  in  their  hands!  This  is 
their  prayer,  and  it  is  on  these  grounds 
that  I  more  to  refer  the  Petition  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house.  I  more  it  on 
the  ground  of  national  justice,  and  shall 
conclude  with  two  m  ishes— First :  That 
you  may  long  preserve  your  liberties ; 
next,  that  you  may  never  survive  the  loss 
of  them. 

AflerMr.  Grattan bad  sat down,iome mi- 
nutes elapsed  before  any  member  rose.  A 
ci^  of  Question  1  Question  !  then  ensued, 
when  Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  rose.  The 
cry  still  continued,  and  strangers  were  or- 
dered (o  withdraw :  ^eywereshortly  after 
re-admitted,  and  we  found  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  on  his  legs,  endeavouring  to  ad- 
dress the  chair,  asudst  loud  cries  ofbear  ! 
order  !  chair ! 

Mr,  Secretary  Gautiag  be^m  by  ob- 
serving, that  whenever  a  question  of  sucli 
magnitude  as  the  present  was  brought 
before  the  bouse,  it  was  in  the  greatest 
degree  desirable  that  the  deliberation  upoB 
such  a  question  should  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  best  calculated. — Here  the  right 
hon.  secretary  was  interrupted  by  a  gene- 
ral cry  of  order!  chair! 

The  Speabrr  rose  and  said,  that  be  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  answer  the  appeal  that 
had  been  made  to  the  chair.  He  did 
think,  that  until  the  numbers  which  were 
the  result  i^  any  division  bad  been  an- 
nounced from  the  chair,  the  question  was 
open  to  debate. 

Mr.  Secretary  Coming  then  proceeded 
to  enforce  the  necessity  of  moderation  and 
good  temper  in  the  discussion  of  a  qoes* 
tion  like  the  present.  The  right  non. 
mover  was  himself  an  example  of  the  mo- 
deration he  so  much  recommended  ;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  same  temperate  man- 
ner which  had  marked  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  conduct  that  night,  woul£  for  the 
remainder  of  it,  influence  all  that  might 
ing 
the 
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did  a  manner,  but  rather  from  a  perfect 
coincidence  in  some  of  the  sentiments  most 
particularly  impressed  by  the  right  hen. 
gent,  and  a  desire  to  give  the  vote  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  sive,  in  .the 
manner  most  consistent  with  the  right 
hon.  gent/s  recommendation.  Whoever 
should  come  in  aid  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  certainly  not  be  looked  forward  to 
as  a  more  powerful  antagonist.  There 
were  many  strong  reasons  why  the  exten- 
sion of  this  discussion  should  not  be  wished 
for.  He  did  not  know  what  sensation  of 
triun/iph  was  felt  by  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site (earl  Temple.)  If  the  noble  lord  had 
any  more  eloquent  speech  to  bring  for- 
ward, he  left  him  to  enjoy  the  anticipation 
of  it.  Of  the  solidity  of  the  triumph  tire 
bouse  would  soon  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging.  If  his  majesty's  ministers  saw 
no  prospect  of  a  successful  issue  to  the 
question  before  the  house,  and  but  mis- 
chief in  the  discussion,  was  it  unreasonable 
that  they  should  be  willing  to  avoid  the 
debate?  Was  that  course  of  proceeding 
new  to  the^n.  gentlemen  opposite  ?  Had 
they  forgot,  that  when  they  themselves 
were  in  power  and  with  the  fair  influence  of 
government  attempted  to  carry  a  measure 
somewhat  connected  with  this  subject,  they 
did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  agitation  of  this  general  question 
which  they  now  thought  it  impossi- 
ble to  defer  a  year,  or  a  month,  without 
infinite  danger  to  the  country  ?  If  it  was 
not  the  mischief  of  an  unsuccessful  agita- 
tion of  the  question  that  they  deprecated, 
what  other  motive  could  they  have  except 
that  of  the  meanest  temporary  and  per- 
sonal interest  ?  If  they  would  say  that  by- 
considerations  of  fair  and  statesmanlike 
prudence  they  were  induced  to  put  off 
the  discussion,  then  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  there  was  now  in  the  state  of 
Europe  to  i-ender  it  a  more  proper  period 
for  agitating  the  question  ?  Though  he 
sought  with  the  same  anxiety  as  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite,  no  such  favourable 
circumstances  occurred  to  him. — He  would 
now  state  why  it  was  desirable  to  bring  this 
question  to  as  speedy  a  decision  as  possi- 
ble. It  was  impossible  not  to  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  mover,  when  he  represented 
how  desirable  it  would  be  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world  to  put  an  end  to  civil 
dissension,  and  to  establish  perfect  harmo- 
ny dud  concord  between  all  parties.  But 
fair,  at  the  same  time,  to  consider 
'cticability  of  the  good  that  was 
^ ;  and  admitting  the  advantages 


that  would  flow  from  the  establishment  of 
unanimity  at  all  times,  to  question  whether 
that  unanimity  could  in  fact  be  attained* 
However  desirable  it  was,  that  persons  pro- 
fessing Christianity  should  be  ail  unani- 
mous, it  was  a  melancholy  truth  to  wiiich  . 
the  history  of  all  times  bore  testimony, 
that  dissensions  always  existed,  and  that 
the  greater  pains  were  taken  to  reconcile 
them,  the  wider  the  breach  became.  '  He 
concurred  in  the  wish  to  extinguish  religi- 
ous animosities,  he  wished  they  had  never 
existed,  but  he  could  not  ^ut  his  eyes  to 
the  evidence  of  facts,  so  as  to  indulge  in 
the  hope  of  a  consummation  so  devoutly^ 
to  be  wished.     It  was  not  in  the  power 
even  of  speeches  so  wise,  so  eloquent,  and 
so  good,  as  that  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  to 
obtain  this  victory  over  the  passions  and 
prejudices  of  men.     The  attempt  must  be 
abortive.    Thus,  what  in  reflection  wa« 
matter  of  justice,  was  to  be  deprecated  in 
discussion,  as  likely  to  afford  no  good  prac- 
tical result.     He  wished  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  confined  what  he  had  to  say  to 
the  last  branch  of  his  speech.     If  the  re- 
sult of  the  debate  should  not  be  favourable 
to  the  proposition  of  referring  the  petition 
to  the  committee,  it  was  at  least  desirable 
that  nothing  should  pass  in  the  debate  that 
could   tend  to  inflame  those  animosities 
which  every  one  must  be  anxious  to  see 
extinguished.     The  right  hon.  gent,  must 
concur  with  him  in  thinking,  that  the  line 
of  conduct  he  pointed  out,  viz.  an  inter- 
change of  good  offices,  an^  the  practice 
of  mutual  conciliation,  would  do  more,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  remove  aniinesities, 
than  any  motion  that  could  be  brouglit 
ftrward  in  this  house.     Such  instruction, 
enforced  by  the  weight  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.*s  exapiple,  must  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  practical  good.    The  grounds  on 
which  the   right  hon.   gent,  called  for  a 
committee  were  precisely  the  same  that 
were  urged  without  success  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  they  had  received  no  ad- 
dition of  strength  since.     He  could  not 
look  back  to  the  recent  decision  on  this 
point,  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself  could 
not  look  back  to  it,  without  being  con- 
vinced that  an  inoffensive  refusal  would 
produce  less  mischief  than  a  reluctant  and 
forced  assent.     Let  any  body  who  knew 
the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  this  coun- 
try, say,  whether  there  was  not  a  strong 
prevailing  sentiment  against  further  con- 
cessions to  the   catholics  ?     If  this  was 
founded  in  reason,  it  was  not  easily  to  be 
overcome  ',  but  if  it  was  even  founded 
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only  on  prejudice,  the  right  hon.  gent 
was  well  aware  that  such  prejudices  did 
not  yield  to  repeated  attacks  of  reason^ 
any  more  than  the  prejudices  on  the  other 
side  to  penal  laws.    It  would  be  of  little 
Talue  to  have  a  majority  for  the  measure 
in  the  house,  if  there  was  an  inflamed  ma- 
jority against  it  out  of  the  house:     If  there 
should  be  a  disappointment  in  the  present 
instance,  there  would  be  a  consolation  in 
reflecting,  that  the  object  of  the  motion 
must  ultunately,  though  gradually,  pre- 
yail.     He  was  unwilling  to  mix  personal 
topics  in  this  debate.    The  right  hon.  gent, 
had  very  scrupulously  abstained  from  such 
topics ;    and  with  him  at  least,  the  catho- 
lic question  would  never  be  a  party  ques- 
tion.   But  he  feared  some  of  those  who 
would  follow  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
take  another  course  ;  and  if  there  was  any 
thing  that  made  him  regret  having  risen 
so  early  in  the  debate,  it  was  the  depriving 
himself  thereby  of  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing those  personal  charges  which  he  cer- 
tainly had  no  dread  of  encountering.     The 
right  hoji.  gent.'s  speecn  was  so  happily 
constructed  and  directed,  that  whether  his 
motion  succeeded  or  failed,  it  must  do  emi- 
nent service.    There  was  one  principle  of 
,the  right  hon.  gent,  however,  which  must 
be  received  with  some  reserve.     When  the 
legislature  limited  by  law  the  share  of 
political  power  to  be  held  by  any  class  of 
men,  and  it  was. proposed  to  repeal  that 
limitation,  the  leg^lature  was  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  complying  with  the  pro- 
position ;  and  if  more  disorder  would  arise 
from  the  repeal  than  fromHhe  continuance 
of  the  limitation,  it  was  right  to  continue 
it.     He  again  recommended  the  soothing 
and  conciliating  system  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.   gent,   and  trusted  that  more 
benefit  would  be  obtained  by  sending  back 
the  petition  without   any  irritating  lan- 
guage, than  even  by  referring  it  to  the 
cpmmittee,  by  means  of  a  violent  and  con- 
tentious majority.     On  these  grounds,  he 
should  give  his  vote  conscientiously  against 
the  motion, — with  this  satisfaction,  that  no- 
thing that  had  been  hitherto  said  could  be  a 
bar  to  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  in  future. 
Mr.   Windham. — Sir ;  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  has  just  sat  down, 
strong<y  reminds  me  of  what  lord  Chester- 
field says  in  one  of  his  letters,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  tragedy  of  Cato.     That  accom- 
plished nobleman,   when  criticising  the 
tragedy   of  Cato,  remarks  that  there   is 
notning  in  the  two   beautiful  lines. with 


"  The  daWn  is  orenagt,  the  mornioj:  lowen, 
"  And  heavily  in'clouds  briogs  oq  the  day — .** 

that  there  is  nothing  in  all  this  but  what  a 
watchman  tells  us  when  he  calls  out  "  past 
four  o'clock,  and  a  cloudy  morning !''  Just 
so  with  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  speech — 
with  all  it&  exuberant  eloquence,  we  find  no- 
thing but  an  assurance,  that  the  discussion 
will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  himself 
and  his  friends,  and  that  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  deprecated.     The  right  hon.  gent, 
laments  the  existence  of  religious  dissen- 
sions— so  do  we,  and  so  does  every  one. 
But  since  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that 
they  do  exist,  the  question  is,  what  is  best 
to  be  done  with  them  ? — and,  while  on  this 
subject,  it  appears  to  me  a  singular  mode 
of  proceding,  by  way  of  allaying  those 
dissensions,  and  satisfying  the  large  body 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  exist,  to 
refuse  what  they  ask,  and  not  even  to  dis- 
,  cuss  their  claims!  This,  I  suppose,  is  one 
of  the  practical  expedients  of  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  has  spoken:  as  that  right 
hon.  gent.'s  former  political  opinions  and 
conduct  have  always  leaned  t^the  side  of 
the  Catholics,  so  far  as  regffds  himself 
personally,  this  is  truly  an  expedient  that 
may  have  its  practical  use  towards  him- 
self on  the  present  occasion.     '  The  less 
that  is  said  the  better,'  cries  the  right  hon. 
gent,  and  I  so  far  agree  with  him,  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  if  he  had  followed 
his  first  impulse,  and   remained  entirely 
silent,  he  would  have  better  consulted  his 
own  character  and  reputation.     The  right 
hon.  gent,  in  commending  the  temper  and 
moderation  evinced    by  my   right    hon. 
friend,  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  re- 
commending a  similar  tone  to  those  who 
succeed   him   in  this  debate.     Now,  it  is 
very  possible,  that  although  the  original 
mover    of   a    proposition  may  laudably 
enough  be  moderate  in  his  language  and 
manner,  those  of  his  opinion,  by  whom  he 
is  followed,  finding  that  moderation  pro- 
duced no  effect,  may  justifiably  try  whe- 
ther shame  or  reproach  will  be  more  suc- 
cessful.    The  right  hon.  gent,  has  expres- 
sed his  conviction,  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
does  not  wish  that  this  boon  should  be 
wrung  from  an  unwilling  people,  and  a  re- 
luctant parliament.    True ;  but  who  made 
the  people  unwilling,  and  the  parliament  re- 
luctant ?  In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
statement,  that    the    question   has    been 
already  discussed  and   settled,  and  that 
nothing  has  since  happened  that  could 
change  the  opinion  of  the  house  on  the 
subject,  I  haye  simply  to.  observe,  that  this 


0 


S77] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  23,  160B:—Konam  GathdHk  P^idk. 


[ife 


Matctoent  is  unfounded.  Changes  in 
opinion  taice  place  daily,  in  proportion  as 
truth  and  reason  becokne  more  manifest; 
and  I  hope,  that,  at  no  distant  period,  these 
l^hangeswill  produce  the  effect  so  desira- 
i>le.  The  four  millions  of  Catholics  at 
present  in  Irelahd,  are  as  a  dead  weight, 
or  an  indigestible  mass  in  the  stomach  of 
the  country,  poisoning  and  palsying  ail 
its  efforts.  Is  it  intended  to  pursiie  to- 
wards the  Catholics  the  old  system  of 
poticy,  by  which  attempts  hare  been 
made  to  wear  them  down  ii>to  insignifican- 
cy ?  Let  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  this  sys- 
tem be  tried  by  the  rule,  of  three.  If  in 
two  centuries  the  Irish  Catholics  are 
brought  to  four  millions,  how  many  cen- 
turies will  it  take  to  extirpate  them  en- 
tirely i  I  have  heard  of  philosophers  and 
naturalists,  who  pretend  to  ascertain  th« 
age  of  the  world  by  the  different  decotn- 
positions  of  granite ;  but  this,  With  i'espect 
to  the  Catholics,  will  be  a  much  more 
tedious  calctilation.  With  respect  to  the 
comparison  so  Well  made  by  my  right 
hon.  friend,  between  the  two  kinds  of 
dUnger,  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  choose 
one,  I  should  most  unquestionably  prefer 
the  danger  tmcettain,  if  not  chimerical;  of 
giving  to  the  Catholics  a  power,  which 
mTght  ultimately  inrest  them  with  a  consi- 
derable influence  in  th^  state,  to  the  terri- 
ble danger  which  the  refusal  of  their  just 
claims  must,  in  my  apprehension,  rnetita- 
bly  occaisioii.  No  man  can  be  more  will- 
ing than  myself  to  allow  the  propriety  of 
.  an  alliance,  properly  understood,  between 
Chiirch  and  State  ;  but,  I  wish  the  hous^ 
to  consider,  that  if  the  State  cannot  exist 
'without  a  Church,  how  much  less  can  the 
Church  exist  without  a  state.  I  repeat, 
sir,  that  I  am  anxious  the  subject  should 
be  fully  dfscussed  ;  iconvinced  as  I  am> 
that  the  friends  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion will  ultimately  triumph  over  every 
obstacle  that  can  be  thrown  in  their  way. 
.  Lord  Pdlington  declared,  that  he  neter 
w^nld  giVe  his  concurrence  to  a  measure, 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  endanger 
the  Protestant  establishment,  by  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  those,  whose  princi- 
pal object  it  was  to  make  converts  to  their 
own  erroneous  persuasioli.  He  thought  it 
most  impolitic  to  bring  forward,  at  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  a  measure  which  he 
knew  to  be  generally  obnoxious  through- 
odt  the  country,  and  should  therefore  vote 
vgainst  the  motion. 

Lord  MUton — Sir,  I  txh  contineed,  thut 
Ae  mofe  thi«  sttbject  it  disi^ussed,  ^e 

Vol.  XL 


sooner  will  the  p»eople  of  England  be  dis- 
posed to  accefde  to  the  claims  of  their  Irish 
brethren.  God  forbid,  sir,  that  tbte  glori- 
ods  revolution  in  168B  should  be  idetitU 
fied  with  the  prostcripHon  of  the  Catholics  I 
If  it  Were  so,  the  lichiiiratioh  with  which  t 
have  i^ltf'ays  regarded  that  transaction;  ha^ 
been  a  most  mistaken  admiration.  If  w^ 
look  to  the  history  of  those  thmes,  we  feAirftU 
find  that  the  idws  againu  the  Catholic^,  as 
wicll  as  against  the  Protestfint  dissenters^, 
originated;  not  in  religious,  but  in  p^Hti^^l 
motives.  Pretious  to  the  ReVolutlbtt^ 
the  law^  passed  agaimft  the  Cathtiiicft 
werfe' evidently  intended,  not  «tt  Afjuch  ttt 
prevent  the  intifodiletion  of  €h\^  Catholilc* 
religion,  as  to  {>re^eht  the  atcfessfen  of 
James  2.  ,This  was  th%  real  fcause  of  the 
Test  Act — If  thhi  ctu^  tto  fouger  exifttSji 
if  by  the  natikre  bf  things  it  has  p&sSfed 
away,  thenrotrght  we  to  alk)W  thfesfe  tfeSttici 
tive  regulations  (36  pftss  at^ay  Ulto.  Nw 
one  body  of  men  h^s  a  ri^ttt  to  exctudig- 
another  Irom  a  fan*  {:^Ai^tlcipfttk)n  in  ttghll 
and  privih^ges^  tkhless  frt)Yh  thfe  app^ef^tt^ 
sion  of  some'  immediate  ^M  inimineiVli 
danger.  To  grant  the  CafhoHc*  Ihei^ 
claims,  will  be  to  remoVe  thfe  dattgfef  b^ 
whibh  the  empife  is  at  present  threat^^. 
It  will  taake  thfem  contented  \  find,  trulvi 
it  does  sefcm'io  me  to  be  unMst  extrstortfii^ 
nary  state  of  the  worlds  t<3  leaVfe  them  iii 
a  state  of  di^ontent.  If  mi  of  opWi  febelw 
Iron. 

Mr.  FUx^aid,  (knight  of  K^rty)  said  : 
Sir,  I  mast  acknbWlf^dge  thaf^  &fler  thd 
maiiner  in  which  thi^  question  hiii  be^ 
opened  and  suppoited,  ^h'en  nb  atgtihli^nt 
has  been  used  against  the  motion,  to  6Set 
any  further  observations  in  its  &vObr,  may 
appear  a  wanton  intrusion  on  your  time» 
However,  as  an  UhfhVoUi^ble  d^ciiion  il 
foreseen,  I  should  consider  my  Self  insi^hsi* 
ble  to  the  duty  I  owe  to"  my  own  cbuntry* 
and  to  the  empire,  if  I  did  not  ctpress,  iii 
the  Strongest  manner  I  can  cotnmand,  mjf 
conviction  of  the  necessity,  tiot  merely  of 
discussion,  but  of  concession,  on  this  most 
important  subject.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  taleiits,  the 
eloquence,  and  the  moderation  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  has  prudently  abstained  iron! 
answering  him,  ind  has  preferred  tO  tefjly, 
by  anticipation,  to  the  speeches  of  others, 
in  which  he  prophesies,  that  there  V^ill 
not  appear  the  same  moderation.  Sir,  if 
I  abstain  front  that  warmth,  which  thi§ 
snbject  naturally  excites,  it  is,  because 
founded  in  justice,  reasiori  and  truth,  as  t 
coiieeive  the  cause  of  the  petitioners  to  be, 
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1  think  it  can  be  injured  only  by  intem- 
perance. Diflering  from  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  I  am  anxious  to  promote  discussion. 
Truth  is  promoted  by  discussion.  The 
former  discussion  was  beneiicia(.  The 
intermediate  discussion  has  been  most  use- 
ful ;  and  by  discussion  the  petitioners 
must  prevail.  To  those,  who  desire  to 
produce  that  discussion,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  ascribes  party  motives.  Sir,  were  I 
desirous  to  make  the  decision  of  this  right 
subservient  to  a  party  purpose,  or  most  ef- 
fectually to  injure  the  character  of  his. 
majesty's  ministers,  I  should  have  ac- 
quiesced in  the  course  they  proposed,  of 
suiieriag  the  question  to  have  gone  to  a 
vote,  without  a  word  being  otiEbred  in  re- 
sistance to  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  I 
should  have  sufiered  them  to  send  back 
the  petition,  loaded  with  the  contumely 
of  being  considered  unworthy  of  discus- 
sion ;  thus  adding  insult  to  injury.  But, 
sir,  if  respect  towards  the  petitioners,  or 
the  house,  cannot  extort  an  argument,  at 
least  decency  towards  those,  on  whose 
implicit  support  they  reckon  for  resistance 
to  this  petition,  should  induce  some  at- 
tempt at  justification  for  the  vote  they  re- 
quire.— ^By  the  principles  of  a  period,  to 
which  they  are  fond  of  referring,  (that  of 
the  settlement  of  the  crown)  those,  who 
hold  offices  or  emoluments  under  the 
crown,  are  excluded  from  sitting  in  the 
commons ;  and  if,  by  a  species  of  collu- 
sion, they  are  now  allowed  to  do  so,  the 
coBstitutio^  supposes  it  to  be,  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  explaining  and  justifying  their 
acts  as  ministers,  and  the  advice  they  shall 
give  their  sovereign.  If,  upon  important 
occasions,  they  shall  refuse  to  do  so,  and 
than  the  present  there  cannot  be  one  more 
important ;  if,  on  a  wanton  reduction  by 
them  of  the  means  of  religious  instruction 
to  the  people,  as  in  the  Maynooth  grant ; 
if,  on  a  petition  stating  the  just  claims  of 
four  millions  of  our  fellow  subjects,  they 
are  safe  in  treating  suiu*h  subjects,'  and  the 
representations  of  the  people,  with  con- 
temptuous silence ;  wh^t  is  the  inevitable 
inference,  which  the  advocates  of  parlia- 
mentary reform  will  draw ;  *'  To  such  a 
state  is  the  house  of  conmions  reduced, 
that,  even  when  the  interests  of  millions, 
and  perhaps  the  security  of  the  country, 
are.  concerned^  ministers  can  command' a 
majority,  without  condescending  to  offer  a 
word  o£  ar^ment  or  explanation.' '  But, 
though  ministers  will  not  speak,  I  suppose 
it  is  intended  to  imply  much  from  their 
mysterious  silence.    We  must  resort  to 


other  means  to  discorer  what  they  think. 
It  is  supposed  that  certain  insurmonntable 
obstacles  stand  in  the  way  of  this  petition. 
As  a  member  of  parliament,  I  can  ac- 
knowledge no  such  obstacles,  certainly 
now,  for  which  ministers  are  not  accounta- 
ble.    We  have  also  heard,  at  other  thnesc, 
a  sort  of  general  statement,  that   some 
principles  of  the  constitution,  as  establish- 
ed at  various  periods,  necessarily  exclude 
the  petitioners  from  what  they  aski^   These 
eras  are  the  Reformation,  the  Revolution, 
and  the  Union.    With  respect  to  the  latter, 
we  can  resort  to  no  authority  so  conclu- 
sive, as  to  the  author  of  that  measure :  and 
on  this  point  I  am  most  anxious,  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  from,  motives  <^  a  personal 
nature,  that  the  clearest  explanation  should 
take  place.    Having  been  one  of  those 
who  zealously  supported  the  union,  as  a 
refuge  from  the  calamities  under  which 
Ireland  so  long  suffered  from  religious  dif- 
ferences, I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  peculiar 
interest  on  those  points,  to  which  I  looked, 
not  only  as  the  desirable,  but  as  the  ne- 
cessary results  of  that  compact ;  without 
which  it  cannot  be'effectual ;    and  on  the 
ultimate  Bttainment  of  which  it  most  de- 
pend, whether  I  can  justify,  or  must  curse 
the  day,  on  which  I  votea  for  that  union. 
In  appealing  to  this  house,  I  felt  that  we 
referred  the  Catholic,  not  only  to  an  en- 
lightened and  more  impartial  and  authori- 
tative assembly,  but  to  one,  in  which  the 
uncontradicted  sentiments  of  all  parties 
were  amicable  to  their  claims.    Certainly 
it  was  not  to  the  extension  of  commerce, 
to  improvement  of  manners,  or. any  other 
of  the  speculative  hopes  held  out  to  the 
Irish,  that  I  looked  in  the  union.    It  was 
to  the  blessing  of  internal  harmony  and 
peace,  without  which  no  nation  can  flou- 
rish.    What,  accordingly,  were  the  ex- 
pectations necessarily  excited  in  the  people 
of  Ireland  by  the  language  of  the  late  Mr. 
Pitt  ?   That  measures  necessary   to  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland,  which  could  not, 
with  safety,  be  conceded  by  a  distinct  le- 
gislature, could  be  conceded  with .  safety 
after  an  union.    That  was  not  only  an  ac- 
knowledgment, that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution ;  but  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  look  to  their  accomplishment. 
Mr.  Pitt  could  never  have  intended  to  ca* 
jole  the  Catholics.    Do  ministers  suppose 
he  did  ?  Yet  what,  would  it  have  been  to 
tell  them,  your  objects  are  attainable  after 
the  Uni<m;    and  when,  by  their  concur- 
.reAcej,  tha?  H  .  eActed,  which 
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withotH  it  neyer  could,  to  say,  '  There 
'  exist  in  the  conB(itiifcion»  which  that 
'  union  has  perfected,  certain  principles, 
'  which  eternally  exclude  you/  It  was 
impossible  his  great  mind  could  descend 
to  such  baseness ;  and  I  am  therefore  de- 
sirous to  extort  from  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters a  distinct  avowal  of  their  opinions,  to 
know  which  of  them  accord  with  the  doc- 
trine of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  laid  down  on  the 
union,  and  repeated  in  the  former  debate 
on  this  question,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  claim  of  the  petitioners  essentially  in- 
admissible ;  but  that  concession  is  a  mere 
matter  of  time  and  expediency ;  or,  in 
plain  £ag]ish,  to  be  regulated  by  the  con- 
▼epience  of  ministers.  It  is  material  to 
know,  how  many  there  are  remaining  in 
the  ministry,  or  in  this  house,  who  hold 
eternal  objections  to  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tliolics  of  Ireland*  The  lamentable  dis- 
tractions and  anim^ities  of  that  country 
forced  forward  that  union;  and  the  prac- 
tical advantages  expected  from  it  by  every 
man,  who,  from  any  honest  motive,  sup- 
ported it,  was  to  attach  to  the  government 
the  affections  of  the  Irish  people,  by  ex- 
tending to  them  the  full  benents  of  a  free 
constitution.  The  union  grew  out  of  the 
discontents  and  dangers  of  Ireland  ;  and 
without  substituting  measures  of  redress 
and  conciliation,  was  calculated  rather  to 
encrease,  than  diminish,  those  discontents 
and  dangers.*  Notwithstanding  the  policy 
of  every  one  deserving  the  name  of  a 
statesman  in  this  country,  nothing  has 
hitherto  been  done  to  realize  the  union, 
or  to  aiibrd  any  correction  to  the  divisions 
and  distractions  of  Ireland.  I  hold,  there- 
fore, that  it  follows  from  the  entire  prin- 
ciple and  purpose  of  the  union,  that  you 
should  grant  tl^e  claim  of  your  petition- 
ers.— ^With  respect  to  another  great  era, 
the  revolution  of  168S,  on  the  principles 
of  which  it  is  sought  to  perpetuate  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  CatDolics,  I  am  happy  that, 
in  my  construction  of  that  measure,  I  am 
countenanced  by  the  authority  of  a  noble 
lord,  (Milton)  whose  hereditary  attach- 
ment to  the  genuine  principles  of  that 
great  event,  render  his  opinion  upon  it  im- 
portant. That  measure  was  intended  to 
improve  your  constitution  on  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  libeny.  Whatever 
incidental  laws  of  restraint,  or  disqualifica- 
tion, were  then  enacted,  arose  only  from 
the  pressure  of  peculiar  political  causes ; 
but  iiormed  no  part  of  the  essence,  or  prin- 
ciple of  that  glorious  efiort :  they  were 
lyKceptions  to  it.    There  could  not  be  a 


more  monstrous  perversion  of  the  character 
of  the  revolution,  than  to  associate  with  it, 
the  perpetuation  of  laws,  restrictive  of  con- 
science and  liberty.  To  this  country  it 
brought  signal  benefits.  It  is  therefore 
natural  that  Englishmen  should  look  to  iu 
era  with  reverence,  and  enthusiastically 
admire  the  persons,  by  whom  it  was. 
wrought.  As  an  Irishman,  I  must  view  it 
with  very  opposite  sentiments.  To  Ire- 
land it  operated  as  an  infliction  from  Pro- 
vidence. Havock  and  proscription  came 
in  its  train ;  vad  its  history  is  written  in 
blood.  It  is  to  justify  the  revolution  to 
the  Irish  people,  to  make  it  a  source  of 
liberty  and  happiness.  In  tardy  I'etribu- 
tion  ror  the  oppression  of  former  times,  I 
wish  you  to  commence  by  granting  the' 
prayer  of  the  petition.  If  you  wish  us, 
as  Irishmen,  to  respect  the  institutions, 
with  which  jrou  connect  the  idea  of  liberty^, 
you  must  give  us  a  practical  interest  in 
their  preservation.  But  nothing  can  be 
so.  false,  as  that  the  religion. of  this  country 
was  established  by  the  aid  of  penal  laws, 
or  derives  its  security  from  them.  The 
reformation,  on  the  contrary,  succeeded 
in  defiance  of  the  most  sanguinary  laws, 
and  the  most  tyrannical  execution  of  them. 
It  sprang  from  the  free  exercise  of  reason  ; 
made  its  progress  through  the  minds  of 
men :  and  Henry  the  8th,  whose  conver- 
sion suited  his  own  profligate  views,  had 
only  to  acquiesce  in  the  genc^^-al  opinion 
of  the  people.  If  Elizabeth  exercised 
severity  on  the  score  of  religion,  it  was, 
because  religion  connected  itself  with  the 
political  dangers  which  threatened  her. 
With  a  rival  to  her  throne  in  this  very 
island  :  that  rival  connected  by  marriage 
with  France ;  supported  by  all  the  zeal 
and  the  formidable  power  of  Spain  ;  her 
claims  acknowledged  by  all  the  Catholics 
of  England  ;  with  Ireland  in  constant  re- 
bellion. These  are  circumstances  which 
would  account  for  jealous  and  severe  exer- 
ti'ons  of  power.  Yet  could  that  wise  prin- 
cess, even  under  such  provocations,  distin- 
guish, as  she  says  in  her  speech  to  the  par- 
liament, '  the  papists  in  conscience  from 
'  the  papists  in  faction.'  But  the  laws,  of 
which  the  petitioners  complain,  did  not 
then  exist,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  pre- 
cedent from  the  success  of  Elizabeth. 
Neither  can  analogy  exist  between  the 
present,  and  the  time  of  her  reign ;  when 
the  power  of  Rome  was  in  its  plenitude, 
and  all  its  force  directed  against  England. 
— ^The  reign  of  Charles  the  2d,  to  which 
we  owe  the  corporation  and   test  acks« 
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howoTer  it  may  boast  th^  enactment  ol 
some  laws  favowable  to  civil  liberty,  is  a 
period  to  which  those,  best  acquainted  "^ith 
its  real  history,  will  look  with  extreme  dis- 
trust and  jealoasy  §ot  an  example  ;  parti- 
cularly in  matters  competed  with  religion. 
Certainly  there  are  no.  circumstances  mor« 
disgraceful  to  the  charaetei*  of  parlia- 
ment, than  those  which  marked  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  period.  We  sh^U  pause, 
before  we  determine  that  the  tet^per,  the 
impartiality,  or  th^  wisdom  of  those,  who 
declared  and  sanctioned  the  belief  of  that 
infamous  imposture,  <<  the  Popish  Piot,^^ 
are  deserving  of  imitation;  when  this 
house  was  converted  into  a  court  of  injus- 
tice, to  criminate,  without  proofs  the  most 
innocent  meu,  or  the  flagrant  perjuries  of 
the  most  infamous ;  wlien  your  jour- 
nals were  prostituted  into  inammatory 
psunphlets,  and  circulated  ta  excite  the 
worst  passions  amongist  an  ignorant  peop>e ; 
when  the  courts  of  law-  were  made  the 
mere  engines  of  fanaticism  and  the  most 
remorseless  tyranny.  Sqch  is  not  exactly 
the  period  to  which,  from  an  enlight^i^ 
age,  we  should  refer  for  lessons  in  legis- 
lation, or  the  doctrines  which  we  should 
deem  sacred  and  immutable.  It  may  not 
be  unprofitable  to  obsei-ve,  that,  during 
the  religious  delusion  then  raised,  the  most 
dangerous  encroachments  on  liberty  and 
the  constitution  were  made  by  that  worth- 
less monarch  ;  who,  destitute  himseH'of  re- 
ligion, was  ready  to  make  it>  taone  part  of 
his  people,  an  instrument  of  imposition, 
and  of  oppressioiB  to  the  other.  I  am 
ready  to  admit,  that  there-  (M,  however, 
exist,  -at  that  moment,  circumstances  of 
danger  to  the  reformed  religion  -which 
certainly  havci  not  at  any  subsequent 
time^  I  m^an  in  the  bigotted  zeal  oF  the 
da&e  of  York>  aidjedi  as  he  was,  by  per- 
sons of  the  highest  rank  and  power  in  the 
country.  But,  with  the  exclusion  of  that 
infatuated  monarch,  thai  danger  ceased  ; 
and  the  restraints  on  liberty  of  conscience, 
since  continued,  haye  been  wanton  and 
nhncyjessary.-^With^respect  to  the  revolu- 
tion, Ttivtch  misrepresentation  has  taken 
place  ;  and,  enquiring  into,  its  real  prin- 
ciple and  justification,  it  is  better  ta  refer 
to  those  documents  famished  by  the  great 
authors  of  it,  than  to  trust  the  partial  com- 
ments- of  modern  historians.— ^The  too 
great  documents,  in  this  point,  are  the  re- 
solutions of  both  hpuses  cf  parliament,  de- 
olariqg  the  throne  Vacant,  and  the  subse- 
cfaent  address  to  the  prince  and'  princess  of 
Ofsaige,  embodied  in  the  Biih  of  Bights. 


Whatsay^thefifstJ  <<  Whereas  k  James  ^ 
haying  endeavoured  to  sobvert  the  oonsti- 
tatioA  of    the  kingdom,   bad   abdicated 
the  government ;  and  the  throne  is  there- 
by vacant.''    Not  a  word  of  religion,   ^d 
it  is  extraordinary,  considering  that  almost 
aU  his-cabinel  were  either  avowed,  or  con- 
cealed.  Catholics,  and  that  his  measures 
>  against  the  church  had  been  outrageone 
and  violent,  thai .  religioiv   should  have 
[  been  so  much  kept  out  of  sight.    The  Bitt 
I  of  l^g^ts  likewise  enumerates,  political 
gvievances :     *  the    dispensing    powers  5 

*  the  high  commission :  }eyy'tag  money; 
'•  and  ra^sijig  and  keeping  armies  in  peaed 
'  without  consent  of  paniament :  and  de* 
^  mands  freedom  of  debate,  and  frequency 
'  of  parliaments.'  These  were  the  Rights 
violated  ;  to  guard  whicb  the  hereditary 
succession  of  the  crown  wa»  changed. — t 
But  the  great  leaders  in  the  revolution 
saw,  that  the  danger  of-  the  country 
was  a^bsolute  power;  land-  however  strong- 
ly the  mind  of  James-  may  have  been 
influenced  by  bigotry,  so  far  fipom  serv-* 
ing,  it  counteracted  his^  ei^9  to  estab^ 
lish  ^  despotisan;  and  afiRirded  his  ene- 
mies a  fevourable  means  of  rendering  him 
smd  his  cause  odious  to  this  country. — Set 
in  the  resolution  for  a  new  settlement  of 
the  crown,  from  whence  1^  present  royal 
family  derive  their  title,  what  are  the  sti<* 
pulations  made?'  Nothing,  witb  respect 
to  religk>n,  but  the  conamunion  of  the 
sovereign.  They  are  •  all;  political  and  of 
high  importance.  *  'Fhat  privy  counsellors 
*■  shall  si'gn  acts  of  council.  -That  foreign-^ 
'  ers  shall  1  be  incapable  of  holding  oifiees: 
'  That  England  shall  not  be  involved  in 
'  foreign  wars.  That  no  pardon  shall  be 
'•  pleadable  to  an  impeachment..  That  no 
'  person,  holding  an  office-  or  pension  nn- 
'  der  the  king,  shaH  be  capable  of'  sitting 
'in  the  house  of-  commons.     That  t^e 

*  commissions  of  the  judges  shall  be  perma- 
'  nent,  and  their  salaries  fixed.*  J^ch  i^ 
the  matter  of  these  great  state  transac-* 

!  tions ;  and  from  them  we  can  derive  no 
I  sanction  for  laws,  which  were  unneces- 
t  sarily  passed,  under  the  infhience  Of  casual 
'  fiK^tious  motives ;  and  which  deprive  the 
!  state  of  the   zeal^  and  services  of  large 
I  portions  of  its  subjects.     The  real  security 
of  the  reformed  religion  was  in  its  adop- 
tion* by  the  majority  of  the  state.     Th.e 
Catholic  relfgiori,  allying  itself  with'  the 
exiled  femily,  becsune  suspected*  of  fhyour- 
ing  arbitrary  power,  and  therefore  an  ob« 
j ect *  *of  jealousy  and* ,  precaution.     But  Uid 
great  end  and  j)urpose  of  ^e  double  viohi^ 
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tion  of  tk«  hef^ditary  title  to  ike  thvone,  in 
1688>  and  ITUi^tiras  the-  accompliskmant 
and  security  of  civil  and  polilieal  liberty. 
And  certainly  no  man^  who  ralues  fiwe- 
dooix  can  doubt,  that  the  Tioiatioas  of 
liberty^  committed  by  Jame«^  and  his  aUKH 
cious  attacks  on  the  independence  of  pap- 
ham  eat>  wei%  M\y  $uCSeieBt  to  account  ffx, 
and  to  jastify  the  revolmion.  *  Whatever 
just  ground  there  may  have  been  in  tka 
reign,  of  Charles  2,  a»  to  the  security  oi' 
the  refi^rmed  religion,  there  now  exi«t»  no 
do»bt,  that  ibr  fourteen  year8>  a  party,  in 
the  interestg  of  the  prince  oH  Oraage^  was 
•ni^sged  in  exaggerating  and  inflaming 
the  alarm.  And  stilit  further,  throughout 
the  ^hol>e  of  the  reign  of  Anne,  there  was 
likewise  a  party  in  parliaments  in  the  pay 
oA  and- in  correspondence  with  the  elector 
of  Hanover;  who  agitated  that  entire 
reign  with  iaise  panics  on  account  of  re> 
Kffion;  for  tho  purpose  of  accrediting 
wnich,  the  penal  laws  were  devised. — -I 
kave  been  induced  to  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  house  with  tbis>  historical  detail ; 
because  ranch  pains  has  been  taken, 
throughout  the  dwcnssion  of  the  Catholic 
daims,  to  impress  a  notion,  from  a  fake 
and  seperfiGial  view  of  history,  tbat-  ex- 
ckisive  laws  were  sanctioned  and  enforced 
by  important  events,  favourable  ta  general 
liberty  and  the  security  of  the  establish- 
ments of  this  country.  Besides,  when  the 
CathoKcs  are  traduced  from  history,  it  is 
necessaiy  to  resort  to  the  same  source  for 
their  justification,  and  to  refute  their  ca- 
lumniators ;  and  it  certainly  would  have 
bad*  the  most  beneficial  efiects-,  if  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  exerted  his  inAience 
to  restrain  that  offensive  and  irritating  lan- 
guage, whieb  some  of  his  friends,  in  this 
bouse,  have  been  accustomed  to  hold  to- 
wards Ae  Catboiics  of  Ireland. — ^For  the 
construction  I  hatve  put  on  these  laws,  I 
can  coi^dently  appeal  to  the  highest  l^gai 
authority^  What  does  judige  Blackstone 
say,  in  reply  to  Montesquieu's  censure  of 
those  laws,  as  inconsistent  with  the  boasted 
freedom  of  England  f-  '  That  they  are 
'  seldom  es?ecuted  to  the  utmost  rigour ; 
*-and',  indeed  if  they  were,  it  would  be 
'-  very  difficult-  to  excuse  them  :•  for  they 

*  are  rather  to  be  accounted  for  from'tbeir 
^  history,   and-  the  urgency  of  the  times 

*  whichproducedthemy  than  to  be  approv- 

*  ed>  upon  a  cool  review,  as  a  standing  sys- 

*  tem  of  law.''  And  again:  *  If  ever  a  time 
^should- arrive,  apd  perhaps  it  is  not  very 
'  distant,,  when  all  fears  of**  a  pretendier 
'-ihaH'hare  Tanished;  asid  the  power  and  | 


'  influence  of  the  pope  beeome  feebl^e^ 
f  ridiculous  and  despicable,  not  only  in 
*  England,  ^t  in  every  kingdom  ifi  £u^ 
'  rope ;  it  probt^bly  would  not  be  then 
'  amiss  to  review  and  solUn  these  rigorous 

<  edicts ;  at  least  till  the  ci'ml  principles 
'  of  the  Roman  Catholics  called  again  upon 

<  thelogi^turetor^ievrthem:  For  it  ought 
'  not  te  he  left  in  tbo  breast  of  any  merciless 
'  bigc^,  to  drag  down  the  vengeance  of 
'  these  occaMonal  laws  upon  inoflTensive^ 
'  though  B^istQiken,  snbjectsi,  to  thedestrue^ 
'  tion  of  every  prineiple  of  toleration  and 
'  civil  ItlHrty.'^  Oa^i  any  man  state  that 
such  Ume  has  not  now  arrived  ?  Can  the 
power  of  the  Pope  bO  more  fhebte,  ar  less 
dangerous  ?  Can  any  man  state  that  th^ 
civil  conduct  of  the  Catholics-  does  not 
now  entitle  then  to  tbat  relief,  which  the 
learned  judge  considers,  under  sueh  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  safe  and  wise  ? — ^But 
the  code  of  kvws  dei^sed  fiN^  Ireland, 
is  the  mgns  of  Anne  and  h^r*  successor; 
withont  the-  sliehtest  pretext  or  justillcsi- 
tion,  whilst  Imand  was  in  profound  tran- 
quilb^,  and  tibe  Catholioo  Kad  given  mi- 
questionable  pFoolb  of  their  loyalty,  were 
a  direct  violation  of  ^e  Articles  of  Lime- 
rick ;  which  compact  vras  guaranteed  by 
king  William  the  5d ;  and  in  violation  of 
all  good  fhith,  as  -well  as  sound  policy  and 
humanilry.  And  under  that  unparalleled 
code  of  oppression  did  Ireland  sufii^r  for  ' 
near-  a  century.  But  not  only  were  those 
laws  devi^d  in  the  worst  spirit  of  persecu- 
tion and  tyranny ;  but  it  is  notorious  that^ 
wbether  they  were,  or  were  not,  intended 
to  exterminate,  they  certainly  were  not  in- 
tended to  convert  the  people  of  Ireland; 
an(t  this  we  have  fr^m  the  highest  autho- 
rity. Archbishop-  King,  writing^  confiden- 
tially to  a  friend,  says,  that'  the  taking 
any-  effectual  measures  to  convert  the  na- 
tives, was  discouraged  by  the  principal 
persons  in  authority,  and  violently  resisted 
in  council.  Such  was  the  system  of  those, 
who  sought  to  profit  from  tfie  calamities 
of  tha^  unfortunate  country. — Upon  the 
doctrinal'  points,  of  this  question,  having 
alueady  troubled'  the  house  at  such  lengthy 

I  shall'  forbear  to  enter.  Besides,  to  tiiat 
branch  of  the  sabject,  1  consider  that  the 
calmer  discussion  of  the  press  is  more  suita- 
ble. It  has  moreover  been,  since  the  last 
debate  on  the  subjeot,  most  satisfoctorily 
and  saccessflilly  treated  in  various  able 
puM<mtfons.  f  could  particularly  refer 
te  one  by  an  hon.  baronet,  a  member  of  • 
this  house,  (shr  Jl  €.  Hippesley)  vho,  in 
addHiOft  ti>  bis  own  yahisd^le^  enligbtened 
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and  judicious  arguments  oa  the  subject, 
has  ibniished  aiUhorities  most  important 
and  conclnsiTe;  (which  any  man,  who 
means  to  vote  on  this  question,  ooght  to 
be  ashamed  to  have  left  unread)  and  which 
cannot  leave  a  doubt  remaining  as  to  the 
perfect  safety  of  admitting  the  Catholics 
to  fall  civil  privileges.  Nor  can  I  believe 
that  any  man  now  supposes,  that  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  spiritual  supremacy 
of  the  Pope  can  at  all  disqualify  a  Catho- 
lic from  being  a  perfectly  loyal  and 
&ithful  subject  in  this  state. — ^If,  however, 
no  sense  of  sound  pohcy  or  justice  can 
enforce  relief  to  the  Catholics;  at  least 
the  pressing  dan^r  of  the  state  should 
support  the  consideration,  whether  the 
physical  force  of  Ireland  is  in  a  state  to 
authorize  us  to  confide  in  its  aid.  Our 
fi>rmidable  enemy  will  have  combined 
against  us  almost  the  whole  strength  of 
the  continoit.  Our  insular  situation  pre- 
cludes our  augmenting  our  force  by  an 
extension  of  territory ;  and  we  can  look 
for  it  alone  in  bettering  the  condition  of 
our  people,  and  increasing  their  attach- 
ment to  the  state.  A  late  measure,  putting 
in  requisition  the  whole  active  population 
of  this  country,  be^eaks  the  sense  minis- 
ters entertain  of  the  danger.  The  popula- 
tion of  this  country  is  not  adequate  to  the 
demands  of  industry;  but  in  Ireland  there 
is  an  immense  surplus  populatiim,  the 
most  prone  to  war,  and  the  most  eminently 
qualified  for  it,  of  any  in  the  world.  « To 
attach  such  a  population  to  tiie  state,  is  of 
incalculable  importance.  Procure  the 
afifections  of  that  people ;  and  the  emperor 
of  the  French^  who  understands  war  and 
national  character,  will  never  invade  you. 
With  that  people  united  and  zealous,  and 
with  such  a  country,  a  descent  upon  Ire- 
land would  be  the  most  desperate  of  all 
enterprizes.  Secure  their  fidelity ;  and 
%  that  portion  of  your  empire  would  not  only 
be  impregnable,  but  unassailable. — ^But, 
if  the  danger  of  the  country,  or  the  impor- 
tance of  Ireland,  cannot  msike  a  due  im- 
pression, I  would  still  appeal  to  the  feel- 
ings of  this  house,  and  say :  what  right 
have  you  to  leave  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
on  that  invidious  and  dangerous  eminence, 
on  which  the  penal  laws  place  them  ?  I 
call  upon  you  to  relieve  them  from  the 
pitiful  and  pernicious  superiority,  derived 
from  worshipping  God  in  one  place,  instead 
of  another.  If  the  Catholics  are  dange- 
rous subjects,  in  what  predicament  do  we 
stand,  who  inhabit  the  more  Catholic 
parts  of  Ireland ;  where  none  of  the  ordi- 


nary operations  of  the  law  can  take  efi'ect, 
but  by  their  aid  and  co-operation  ?  If  the 
Catholic  mind  be  hostile,  as  their  enemies 
would  represent,  to  what  "are  we  to  look 
for  protection  in  the  hour  of  danger? 
when  numbers  are  as  one  to  an  hundred, 
are  we  to  arm  ourselves  with  the  penal 
laws  ?  But  these  very  penal  laws  are  the 
danger.  The  county  which  I  inhabit 
gives  a  practical  contradiction  of  their 
utility.  There,  where  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation so  much  predom'mates,  that  as  an 
enemy,  resistance  to  it  woold  be  vain, 
mutual  good  will  and  confidence,  between 
Protestants  and  Catholics,  have  suspended 
the  operation  of  the  penal  laws.  And  what 
was  the  consequence  }  That,  during  the 
rebellion  and  invasiqp,  that  county  re- 
mained  tranquil  and  loyal,  and  the  army 
was  withdrawn  from  it.  But  in  other 
parts  the  spirit  of  those  laws  is  in  fidl  ope- 
ration. Perpetual  jealousy  and  btoik  are 
the  consequence,  and  an  iniquitous  pro- 
scription is  exercised.  These  laws,  whilst 
they  exist  and  take  effect,  will  extinguish 
toleration  in  private  life,  ivhich  that  illus- 
trious man,  Mr.  Burice,  in  his  view  of  this 
question,  conridered  one  of  the  worst  of 
their  consequences.  His  great  friend.  Dr. 
Johnson,  also  some  where  distinguishes 
political  from  social  toleration,  and  consi- 
ders the  latter  as  more  important:  and 
certainly  with  justice ;  because  it  mixes 
more  with  the  transactions  of  life,  and 
tberebv  has  «nreater  influence  on  human 
happiness.  But  history  and  experience 
tell  us,  that  they  cannot  exist  separately; 
and  that,  without  political,  we  cannot 
have  any  security  for  social  toleration.  I 
would  therefore  implore  you  to  release 
the  Protestant  from  the  deplorable  power 
of  tyrannising  over  bis  Catholic  fellow 
subject.  But  above  all,  let  us  avoid  to 
impeach  our  religion,  by  attributing  to  its 
spirit  the  continuance  of  these  laws. 
Whilst  we  are  ransacking  history,  to  con- 
demn an  intolerant  spirit  in  the  church  of 
Rome,  let  us  not,  at  this  enlightened 
period,  justify  such  a  reproach  on  that 
church,  which  sprung  from  resistance  to 
intolerance.  What  was  the  language  of  a 
protestant  bishop,  above  a  hundred  y^"* 
ago,  when  Rome  was  powerful  ?  Speaking 
on  the  toleration  act,  Burnet  says:  '  i^ 
'  was  thought  very  unreasonable,  wbusi 
'  we  were  complaining  of  the  crueltjr  ®* 
'  the  church  of  Rome,  we  should  fell  into 
'  such  practices  amongst  ourselves;  chiefly 
'  while  we  were  engaging  in  a  war,  ij* 
'  which  we  should  need  the  united  strengw^ 
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*  of  the  whole  nation."  I  shall  leave  the 
application  to  the  gentlemen  opposite; 
and  only  call  on  the  house,  now  that  no 
danger  from  the  power  of  the  Pope  can  be 
imagined,  not  to  suffer  the  remnant  of 
those  pernicious  laws,  any  longer  to  dis- 
grace your  statute  book. 

Lord  Castltrcagh. — Sir;  I  will  endeavour 
to  detain  the  house  as  short  a  time  as  pos- 
sible. But  I  feel  that  I  should  deserve  re- 
proach, were  I  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  the 
present  occasion.  I  deprecate  and  dread 
the  effect  on  the  public  mind,  of  discus- 
ting  a  question  of  so  delicate  and  import- 
ant a  nature.  The  question  is  no  other 
than  this:  are  the  catholics  of  Ireland — 
four  millions  of  his  majesty's  subjects — in 
a  state  of  freedom  or  of  slavery?  Are 
they  to  be  considered  in  a  state  of  proscrip- 
tion? I  cannot  conceive  a  question  of 
which  the  agitation  is  better  calculated  to 
shake  our  efforts  in  the  common  cause. 
I  must,  however,  do  justice  to  the  candour, 
manliness,  and  moderation  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  brought  forward  the  mo- 
tion ;  for  certainly  the  mode  in  which  he 
delivered  his  opinions  was  well  calculated 
to  produce  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  But, 
however  much  I  deprecate  the  present  dis- 
cussion, so  far  from  wishing  to  keep  this 
question  out  of  my  view,  I  shall  always 
adhere  to  the  principles  maintained  by 
my  late  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt) 
on  the  subject,  and  be  ready  to  de- 
liver my  opinion  whenever  it  is  agitated. 
The  conduct  of  that  great  man  and  his  col- 
leagues was  very  difterent  from  that  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite.  He  went  out  of 
place,  because  he  found  he  could  not  pro- 
cure for  the  Catholics  what  he  thought  they 
were  well  entitled  to ;  but,  when  out  of 
office,  he  never  embarrassed  the  govern- 
ment by  agitating  the  question.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  on  the 
otner  hand,  led  them  to  agitate  and  sup- 
port the  question  to  the  extreme,  when 
out  of  power;  and  to  compromise  *  and 
abandon  it  when  in  power,  not  with  any 
view  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  but  for 
the  safety  of  their  own  offices.  If  those 
gentlemen  wish  to  shew  that  they  are  de- 
sirous of  defending  the  country  against  her 
enemies,  let  them  not  bring  forward  a  ques- 
tion, the  agitation  of  which  can  have  only 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  numbei*  of  her 
enemies.  In  their  former  attempts  to 
bring  on  this  question,  they  had  failed. 
And  when  they  came  into  ofiice,  they 
chose  to  avoid .  the  main  question,  and  to 
cotort  to  the  contemptible  subterfuge  of 


satisfying  the  Catholics  by  making  some 
small  and  unimportant  concessions.  So 
urgent  did  the  gentlemen  opposite  think 
the  measure  at  the  time,  that  they  said  the 
delay  even  of  a  few  days  would  be  dan- 
gerous, and  an  insult  to  the  Catholics.  But 
it  so  happened  that,  in  a  few  days,  notwith- 
standing the  danger  of  delay,  they  did  not 
hesitate  entirely  to  abandon  it,  and,  for 
reasons  well  known  to  themsehres,  put  the 
bantling  in  their  pockets.  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  duke  of  Bedford  in 
Ireland,  the  constant  cry  to  the  Catholics 
was:  '  This  is  not  a  fit  time  to  forward 
your  wishes ;  direct  all  your  force  against 
the  enemy  only ;  do  not  now  press  your 
claims ;  you  are  premature,  and  will 
only  incense.'  Yet  after  such  language^ 
and  some  hopes  held  out  when  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  were  pressed  upon  the  late 
ministry,  what  was  their  conduct  ?  Why, 
they  deserted  their  opposition  princi- 
ples altogether,  and  even  abandoned  their 
own  contemptible  little  bill,  which  they 
had  patched  up  in  their  support!  It 
was  strange,  too,  that  such  disinterest- 
ed patriots  should  have  abandoned  it 
for  so  insignificant  an  object  as  the  re- 
tention of  ttieir  places !  Now,  what  was  the 
course  of  my  honourable  friends,  always 
acting  upon  steady  and  consistent  prin- 
ciples. Our  conduct,  as  I  have  said,  was 
directly  the  reverse  of  this.  We  wished 
when  in  office  to  favour  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics ;  when  out  of  office,  we  abstain- 
ed from  agitating  a  question,  which  could 
not  be  agitated  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  interest.  With  respect  to  any  pro- 
mises t^at  were  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  Pitt  or  myself,  I  deny  that,  during 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  union, 
there  were  any,  which  could  fetter  the 
judgment  of  government,  or  of  the  parlia- 
ment. No  promise  whatever  of  the  nature 
of  a  pledge  had  been  given ;  and  never 
was  there  a  legislature  less  fettered,  than 
the  legislature  of  that  day,  respecting  the 
Catholics.  No  idea  was  even  held  out 
that  the  Catholics  could  found  a  claim  in 
any  principle  of  right.  It  was  stated  to 
be  a  question  of  policy,  but  no  question  or 
claim  of  right.  And  the  only  consider- 
ation in  discussing  the  subject,  w^as,  whe- 
ther most  danger  would  arise  from  grant- 
ing, or  from  denying  certain  indulgences 
to  the  Catholics.  We  alwa3r8  deprecated 
the  idea  of  pressing  these  claims  on  any 
ground  of  right ;  and  gave  notice  that  we 
should  oppose  any  application  of  that 
kind.    The  discussions  that  this  question 
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has  undergone  ha^e  readered  its  success 
more  improbable.  Govemment  have  regu- 
larly resisted  it.  Hiere  was  not  constitu- 
^onal  ground  upon  which  these  claims 
could  stand.  No  new  ai^uments  could  be 
urged  in  their  favour.  The  Catholics  bad 
even  promised  not  to  bring  forward  their 
claims  against  ,the  Protestant  feelings.  I 
will  appeal  even  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
ether  side,  Whether  the  public  dangers  are 
not  now  of  greater  magnitude  than  at  any 
former  period  at  which  this  question  was 
agitated  ?  They  say  that  the  policy  of  the 
question  is  varying  everyday,  and  that  dif- 
ferent measures  ought  to  be  adopted.  Was 
not  the  same  argument  applicable  when 
they  abandoned  their  own  bill  ?  Thus  they 
argue  against  their  own  conduct,  and  con- 
tend that  other  modes  sheuld  be  followed 
than  those  which  they  practised  while  in 
the  ministry.  A  right  bon.  gent.  (Mr» 
Windham,)  has  also  loudly  declaimed 
against  recrimination,  and  yet  his  whole 
speech  was  a  desperate  attack  upon  my 
light  hon.  friend.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
however,  ought  to  *  consider  his  own  ease 
before  he  attacked  others:  he  ought  to 
look  at  home  before  he  threw  Stoties*  It 
is  hard,  that  steady  men,  such  as  myself 
and  my  hon.  friends,  should  be  so  treated 
by  those  who  are  themselves  so  inconsist<* 
ent.  I  cannot  liow,  more  than  formerly, 
reconcile  it  to  any' principle  of  duty  or 
consistency,  to  lend  my  support  to  this 
measure.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  discourage  the  entertaining  this 
question,  which  can  be  productive  of  no 
one  good  object,  but  may  occasion  much 
mischief  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  eicplanaUon,  said,  that 
the  change  which  he  referred  to  was,  in 
the  feelings  of  many  of  the  Irish  Protes- 
tants on  this  subject.  He  had  not  uSed 
any  argument  to  reconcile  his  own  con- 
duct with  respect  to  the  question,  nor  had 
he  thought  any  was  wanted.  When  he 
and  his  friends  attempted  to  keep  back 
the  sfubject,  they  had  done  it  in  a  way.  the 
most  conciliating  to  the  Irish  Catholics ; 
aud-  if  the  question  should  be  pressed,  they 
had  reserved  to  themselves  a  rigbt  to 
ffpe^k  and  vote  upon  it,  as  they  had  ever 
done. 

.  Lord  Hthtry  Petty. — Sir,  I  entirely  pon- 
em  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  who  has  recom mended  us  to  fol- 
low the  temperate  example  of  the  eloquent 
mover  of  the  qisrestion  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
Say,  I. do  not  tbink  his  friends  seem  to 
have. profited  by  hia  a«lmeititioiu    If  h^ 


meant  by '  temperate'  that  we  shbvld  allow 
much  to  the  feelings  of  the  parties  novr 
before  us,  that  we  should  use  towards  Ire« 
land  a  conciliatory  tone,  if  we  did  net  givfe 
her  satisfactory  redress,  it  was  somewhat 
strange  to  receive  her  cofnplaints  not  with 
arguments,  not  with  reason,  but  by  con- 
temptimus^  silence.  Whatever  may  be  my 
opinion  respecting  that  country,  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  adopt  that  systeto,  acta* 
ated  as  I  am  by  a  feeling  of  public  duty 
and  of  public  exigency ;  but  if  I  had  not 
such  powerful  reasons  to  stimnlate  me, 
yet  there  is  one  observation,  which  I  have 
heard  in  the  course  of  this  debate^  which 
imperiously  calls  for  an  early  r^utation. 
The  observation  Was  directed  to  iJie  snp-^ 
posed  inconsistency  of  the  late  adminicBtra- 
tion.  It  was  asked,  tvhy  they  now  bronght 
forward  a  question  which  they  had  aban- 
doned when  in  power?  Whyi  sir,  they 
did  not  bring  it  forward  then,  nor  do  the^ 
bring  it  forward  now-^Hdo  party  or  indrri- 
dual  in  this  house  has  brought  it  fenrard 
— the  petitions  of  a  whole  peo^i  no^ 
upon  your  table,  bririg  it  forward ;  axid  if 
the  noble  lord  wouki  hs  pariiculii^y  gratis 
tied  by  it,  I  Would  tell  him  they  neidier 
felt  nor  ei^pressed  a  wish  thAt  it  should  be 
brought  forward.  But  thidugb,  looking  to 
the  probability  of  its  progress,  they  could 
net  advise  its  being  presented,  they  might 
still  consider  theiiiSelves«  as  honourable 
men,  bomid  not  to  fly  from  a  principle 
they  had  onCe  professed.  I  might  say 
now,  as  I  should  have  said  thehi  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ir^and  :  '  I  do  not  recom- 
mend your  urging  yojur  petition  now;  but 
sinee  it  has  been  urged,  I  will  support  it 
strenuously  by  my  vote>  rtiy  speech,  and 
my  interest  I  have  tbld  you  I  thought 
yourcase just :  Ithink  so  still ;  and  when- 
ever it  i^  diseiissed  I  will  assist  it.'  Bnt 
the  noblp  lortl  asked :  *  Why  did  you  not 
do  so  when  in  power?*  And,  sir,  who 
shall  tell  me  we  did  not  do  so  ?  Who  shall 
tell  me  we  did  not  implicitly  guard  our- 
selves against  deserting  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, if  their  petition  should  bfc  present* 
ed?  And  while  we  told  theni  wetlid  not 
think  it  wotild  be  prudent  to  present  it,  we 
endeavoured  to  express  towai'ds  them  and 
towards  Ireland,  a  conduct  whith  inight 
evince  our  sincerity,  and  deserve?  their 
coiifidencfe.  But,  you  are  the  fHehds  of 
the  Catholics  also,  it  seems ;  and  how  do 
you  prove  it  ?  Why,  by  forgeitting  theni 
in  toto;  by  forgetting  the  existence  of 
one  fourth-of  the  poptilation  of  the  unit^ 
empire } .  by  putting  their  claims  intayvnr 
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pockets  and  your  cabinets,  and  locking  up 
your  principles  and  opinions,  as  well  a^ 
their  claims  and  interesfs^  until  it  suits 
your  convenience  to  bring  them  once 
again  to  light!  What!  sir,  was  this  treat- 
ing a  people  with  dignity,  or  decency,  or 
likely  to  bonciliate  or  convince  them  ?  But, 
the  noble  lord  comes  down  again  with  his 
stale  chai-ge  of  inconsistency,  which  he  is 
80  well  qualified  to  adduce!  what  was  his 
course  in  similar  cases  ?  Why,  at  first,  so 
strong  were  the  scruples  of  his  ^conscieace, 
that,  as  a  disappointed  friend,  and  pro- 
fessed advocate  and  party  to  their  unsuc- 
cessful claims,  he  quitted  office  at  the 
union ;  he  then  had  a  taste  of  opposition, 
and  shortly  returned  to  power,  without  a 
single  concession  being  made!  Well, 
there  he  now  sits,  and  here  are  the  iden- 
tical claimants,  with  the  identical  claims, 
to  which  he  had  before  expressed  himself 
«o  resolutely  attached  ;  and  what  does  he 
say  to  them  ?  '  Oh  !  thank  you,  my  friends, 
I  was  dupe  enough  to  leave  office  on  your 
account  once,  but  here  I  am  once  more, 
and  never  will  I  incur  the  same  risk  again, 
for  I  know  by  experience  how  mischievous 
it  is  to  have  an  opinion  about  you  ;  and 
never  will  I  again  express  an  opinion/ 
Such  is.the  consistency  of  the  noble  lord ! 
I  wish,  as  much  as  any  man,  that  the  state 
of  Ireland  was  such  as  to  admit  of  such 
versatility  in  politics.  I  wish  it  was  a 
picture  over  which  a  veil  might  be  drawn 
at  pleasure  :  but,  alas !  we  have  had  suf- 
ficient and  melancholy  proofs  that  it  is 
otherwise.  The  petition  is  supported  on  a 
principle  of  feith.  At  ihe  union,  a  tacit 
promise  had  been  given  to  the  Catholics, 
that,  Qn  the  completion  of  that  event,  their 
claims  would  find  at  least  a  favourable  re- 
ception. The  acts  of  the  government,  the 
language,  the  prospects  held  out  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  all  confirmed  them  in 
this  expectation.  You  will  not  deny  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  that  they  express 
the  sentiments  of  four  millions  of  people. 
You  will  not,  you  cannot  deny,  that,  on 
every  principle  of  reason,  justice,  and  com- 
mon sense,  they  are  entitled  to  an  equal 
participation  of  rights  and  privileges  with 
their  protestant  fellow-subjects.  If  this 
your  opinion  be  with  them,  why  is  the 
vote  that  declares  that  opinion  to  be  against 
them?  I  will  not  characterize  such  a 
vote>  but  I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  gent. 
{Mr.  Canning)  Whether  that  vote  may 
not  be  suspected  to  be  the  result  of  a 
mean,  personal,  time-serving  policy  ? 
In  the  vQte  which  I  am  about  to  give, 
Vot.  XI. 


I  feel,  at  least,  that  I  am  not  actuated 
by    any    base  .  motive,    and    upon    that 
score  can-  I  submit  myself   with   pride 
to  the  judgment  of  the  nation.     Well  and 
truly  has  it  been  said,  that  there  was  no 
time  at  which   th^  question    should  be 
allowed  to  lie  dormant.     Yet  we  are  told 
these  claims  have  been  finally  rejected. 
Can  the  word  '  final'  be  applied  to  a  sub- 
ject which  must  be  necessarily  viewed  in 
a  diHerent  light  every  day  ?  Have  there 
been  no  fluctuations  m  the  public  mind  ? 
Have  no  events  connected  with  it  disturbed 
the  peace  and  impaired  the  resources  of 
the  country  ?  Does  nothing  depend  on  the 
progressive  conviction  of  those  very  Pro- 
testants who  have  the  best  means  of  ob- 
serving, and  the  deepest  interest  in  adopt- 
ing, the  course  whicn  true  policy  dictates  ; 
who  now  demand  for  their  Catholic  bre- 
thren a  participation  in  the  privileges  of 
the  constitution  under  which  they   live, 
and  for  which  they  fight  ?  If  they  on  the 
spot  have  seen  reason  to  change  their  opi- 
nions, why  may  not  those  on  this  side   of 
the  water  also  change  theirs  ?    But,  the 
noble  lord  has  thought  proper  to  descant 
on  the  deplorable  state  of  Europe.    I  shall 
refer  to  it  also.    Look  to  the  continent ; 
to  France,  to  Germany  ;  to  Spain.     See 
there,  ye  friends  of  toleration  f  what  the 
power  of  the  Pope  has  done  !  Sec  there 
the  dynasties  which  the  omnipotence  of 
the  Vatican  has  founded  !  It  is  doubtless 
under  the  bulls  of  Rome  that  the  German 
empire  has  fallen  prostrate,  and  mouldered 
in  the  dust  of  its  foundation  ;  it  is  by 
some  strange  caprice  and  .ungrateful  cru- 
elty to  her,  that  his  most  faithful  majesty 
the  king  of  Portugal  is  driven  into  exile, 
to  make  room  for  more  pious  and  obedient 
votaries  of  the  Papal  See  !     Oh  !  intro- 
duce not  this  all-subduing  despotism  into 
Ireland.     Alas,  sir,  is  the  humbled,  sinew- 
less, defenceless  Pope,  to  be  set  up  in  these 
days  as  a  bugbear,  by  which  enlightened 
men  are  to  be  deterred  from  allowing  to 
Catholics  the  privileges  of  freemen  ?     But 
even  that  pretence  is  taken  away.     The 
Irish  Catholics  renounce  the  temporary 
supremacy  of  the  Pope ;  they  renounce,, 
and  that  by  your  own  admission,  and  in 
your  own  words,  all  that  you  state  to  be 
the^ubject  of  alarm.     '  Ireland  is  preju- 
diced,' you  say ;  and  who  are  you  to  thank 
for  it  ?  Is  it  owing  to  the  character  of  the 
people,  or  to  your  system  that  prejudices, 
relaxed  in  other  countries,  are  there,  and 
there    alone,    deeply    and    inveterately 
rooted }  But  when  ministers  bear  that  Irt* 
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only  on  prejudice,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  well  aware  that  such  prejudices  did 
not  yield  to  repeated  attacks  of  reason^ 
any  more  than  the  prejudices  on  the  other 
side  to  penal  laws.  Jt  would  be  of  little 
Tftlue  to  have  a  majority  for  the  measure 
in  the  house,  if  there  was  an  inflamed  ma- 
jority against  it  out  of  the  house:  If  there 
should  be  a  disappointment  in  the  present 
instance,  there  would  be  a  consolation  in 
reflecting,  that  the  object  of  the  motion 
must  ultimately,  though  gradually,  pre- 
vail. He  was  unwilling  to  mix  personal 
topics  in  this  debate.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
had  very  scrupulously  abstained  from  such 
topics ;  and  with  him  at  least,  the  catho- 
lic question  would  never  be  a  party  ques- 
tion. But  he  feared  some  of  those  who 
would  follow  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
take  another  course  ;  and  if  there  was  any 
thing  that  made  him  regret  having  risen 


himself  thereby  of  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing those  personal  charges  which  he  cer- 
tainly had  no  dread  of  encountering.     The 
right  hon.  gent.'s  speecti  was  so  happily 
constructed  and  directed,  that  whether  his 
motion  succeeded  or  failed,  it  mast  do  emi- 
nent service.    There  was  one.  principle  of 
,the  right  hon.  gent,  however,  which  must 
be  received  with  some  reserve.     When  the 
legislature  limited  by  law  the  share  of 
political  power  to  be  held  by  any  class  of 
men,  and  it  was .  proposed  to  repeal  that 
limitation,  the  legislature  was  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  complying  with  the  pro- 
position ;  and  if  more  disorder  would  arise 
from  the  repeal  than  from^the  continuance 
of  the  limitation,  it  was  right  to  continue 
it.     He  again  recommended  the  soothin^r 
and  conciliating  system  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.   gent,   and  trusted  that  more 
benefit  would  be  obtained  by  sending  back 
the  petition  without   any  irritating  lan- 
guage, than  even  by  referring  it  to  the 
cpmmittee,  by  means  of  a  violent  and  con- 
tentious majority.     On  these  grounds,  he 
should  give  his  vote  conscientiously  against 
the  motion, — with  this  satisfaction,  that  no- 
thing that  had  been  hitherto  said  could  be  a 
bar  to  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  in  future. 
Mr.   Windham. — Sir ;  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  has  just  sat  down, 
strongiy  reminds  me  of  what  lord  Chester- 
field says  in  one  of  his  letters,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  tragedy  of  Cato.     That  accom- 
plished  nobleman,   when   criticising  the 
tragedy   of  Cato,  remarks  that  there   is 
nothing  in  the   two   beautiful  lines. with 
yyhich  the  poem  opens  : — 


"  The  datirn  is  overcast,  the  tnoming  lowers, 
"  And  heavily  in'clouds  brings  on  the  day — ." 

that  there  is  nothing  in  all  this  but  whajt  a 
watchman  tells  us  when  he  calls  out  "  past 
four  o^ clock,  and  a  cloudy  morning!'"  Just 
so  with  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  speech — 
with  all  itb  exuberant  eloquence,  we  find  no- 
thing but  an  assurance^  that  the  discussion 
will  be  es;tremely  inconvenient  to  hjmself 
and  his  friends,  and  that  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  deprecated.     The  right  hon.  gent, 
laments  the  existence  of  religious  dissen- 
sions— so  do  we,  and  so  does  every  one. 
But  since  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that 
they  do  exist,  the  question  is,  what  is  best 
to  be  done  with  them  ? — and,  while  on  this 
subject,  it  appears  to  me  a  singular  mode 
of  proceding,  by  way  of  allaying  those 
dissensions,  and  satisfying  the  large  body 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  exist,  to 
refuse  what  they  ask,  and  not  even  to  dis- 


so  early  in  the  debate,  it  was  the  depriving  , ,  cuss  their  claims !  This,  I  suppose,  is  one 


of  the  practical  expedients  of  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  has  spoken:  as  that  right 
hon^  gent.'s  former  political  opinions  and. 
conduct  have  always  leaned  l^the  side  of 
the  Catholics,  so  far  as  regffds  himself 
personally,  this  is  truly  an  expedient  that 
may  have  its  practical  use  towards  him- 
self on  the  present  occasion.  '  The  less 
that  is  said  the  better,'  cries  the  right  hon. 
gent,  and  I  so  far  agree  with  him,  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  if  he  had  followed 
his  first  impulse,  and  remained  entirely 
silent,  he  would  have  better  consulted  his 
own  character  and  reputation.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  in  commending  the  temper  and 
moderation  evinced  by  my  right  hon. 
friend,  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  re- 
commending a  similar  tone  to  those  who 
succeed  him  in  this  debate.  Now,  it  is 
very  possible,  that  although  the  original 
mover  of  a  proposition  may  laudably 
enough  be  moderate  in  his  language  and 
manner,  those  of  his  opinion,  by  whom  he 
is  followed,  finding  that  moderation  pro- 
duced no  effect,  may  justifiably  try  whe- 
ther shame  or  reproach  will  be  more  suc- 
cessful. The  right  hon.  gent,  has  expres- 
sed his  conviction,  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
does  not  wish  that  this  boon  should  be 
wrung  from  an  unwilling  people,  and  a  re- 
luctant parliament.  True ;  but  who  made 
the  people  uiiwilling,  and  the  parliament  re- 
luctant ?  In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
statement,  that  the  question  h^s  been 
already  discussed  and  settled,  and  that 
nothing  has  since  happened  that  could 
change  the  opinion  of  the  house  on  the 
subject,  I  have  simply  to.  observe,  that  tfais^ 
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slateiment  is  unfounded.  Changes  in 
opinion  take  place  daily,  in  proportion  as 
truth  and  reason  becottie  more  manifest; 
and  I  hope,  that,  at  no  distant  period,  these 
tshanges  will  produce  the  effect  so  desira- 
i>le.  The  four  millions  of  Catholics  at 
present  in  Irelahd,  are  as  a  dead  weighty 
or  an  indigestible  mass  in  the  stomach  of 
the  country,  poisoning  and  palsying  ail 
its  efibrts.  Is  it  intended  to  pursue  to- 
wards the  Catholics  the  old  system  of 
policy,  by  which  attempts  hare  been 
made  to  wear  them  down  into  insignifican- 
cy ?  Let  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  this  sys- 
tem be  tried  by  the  rule,  of  three.  If  in 
two  centuries  the  Irish  Catholics  are 
brought  to  four  millions,  how  many  cen- 
turies will  it  take  to  extirpate  them  ^n* 
tireiyi  I  have  heard  of  philosophers  and 
naturalists^  who  pretend  to  ascertain  the 
age  of  the  world  by  the  different  decotn- 
{>obitions  of  granite ;  biit  this,  With  i'espect 
to  the  Catholics,  will  be  a  much  more 
tedious  calciilation.  With  respect  to  the 
comparison  so  well  made  by  my  right 
bon.  friend,  between  the  two  kinds  of 
ddnger,  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  choose 
one,  I  should  most  unquestionably  prefer 
the  danger  uncertain,  if  not  chimerical;  of 
giving  to  the  Catholics  a  power,  which 
might  ultimately  inrest  them  with  a  consi- 
derable influence  in  the  state,  to  the  terri- 
ble danger  which  the  refusal  of  their  just 
claims  must,  in  my  apprehension,  meTlta- 
bly  occasion.  No  man  can  be  more  will- 
ing than  myseFf  to  allow  the  propriety  of 
.  an  alliance,  properly  understood,  between 
Chiirch  and  State  ;  but,  I  wish  the  hous^ 
to  consider,  that  if  the  State  cannot  exist 
without  a  Church,  how  much  JeSS  can  the 
Church  exist  without  a  state.  I  repeat, 
sir,  that  I  am  anxious  the  subject  should 
be  fully  discussed  ;  ronrinced  as  I  am^ 
that  the  friends  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion will  ultimately  triumph  over  every 
obstacle  that  can  be  thrown  in  their  way. 

Lord  Poliington  declared,  that  he  never 
w6uld  gi^e  his  concurrence  to  a  measure, 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  endanger 
the  Protestant  establishment,  by  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  those,  whose  princi- 
pal object  it  was  to  make  converts  to  their 
own  erroneous  persuasioh.  He  thought  it 
most  impolitic  to  bring  forward,  at  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  a  measure  which  he 
knew  to  be  generally  obnoxious  through- 
otit  the  country,  and  should  therefore  vote 
vgatnst  the  motion. 

Lord  MUton — Sir,  I  tth  convinced,  that 
Aie  mote  thik  subject  it  disttus^ed,  the 
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sooner  will  the  people  of  England  be  dis- 
posed to  accede  to  the  claims  of  their  Irish 
brethren.  God  <brh!d>  sir,  that  the  gloria 
ods  revolution  in  1688  should  be  identi- 
fied with  the  prosbription  of  the  Catholics ! 
If  it  Were  so,  the  ^dmiradoil  ^ith  which  I 
have  altiuys -regarded  that  trd,nsaction,  has 
been  a  most  mistakett  admiration.  If  w6 
look  to  the  history  of  those  times.  We  6hdU 
find  that  the  laws  agailfi^t  the  Catholic^,  as 
well  as  against  the  Protestdnt  dissenters; 
originated;  not  in  religious,  bnt  in  political 
motives.  Previous  to  the  Revolution^ 
the  law^  passed  again^  the  Catholic^ 
werfe' evidently  intended,  not  ftb  hxich  ttl 
prevent  the  intttodilctioh  Of  the  Catholilc 
rcligiori,  as  to  pretettt  the  atcfessi^n  of 
James  ft.  ,Tbis  was  the  real  fcaiise  of  the 
Test  Act — if  thw  cJiuse  no  longer  exiftt*  • 
if  by  the  nature  bf  things  it  has  pfiissed 
away,  then  oUght  we  to  diloW  these  irestHc^ 
tive  regulations  t6  pass  away  al^b.  N^ 
one  body  of  men  hAs  ft  ri^Kt  to  exclude  • 
another  from  a  fair  p^irtit^ipdlkn)  in  Hght^ 
and  privileges^  titile^s  fVorti  the  appt-ehen-* 
sion  of  some*  Hnmediate  Ai¥d  intminent 
danger.  To  grant  the  Catholic*  theli* 
claims,  will  be  to  remoVe  thfe  dattgfef  b^ 
whibh  the  empire  id  at  present  threatene'd. 
It  will  make  them  contented ;  ftnd,  tmlvi 
it  does  seem' to  me  to  be  an^st  extrabrdi* 
narv  state  of  the  worlds  t(5  leave  them  ii! 
a  state  of  discontent,  if  nbi  Of  oj^eti  l'cbel<* 
lion. 

Mr.  FUt^ald,  (kni^  Of  K*rfy)  said  : 
Sir,  I  mast  acknowledge  that,  fitfter  the 
maiiner  in  whieh  thi^  question  h^s'  beeit 
opened  and  supporu^d,  When  nb  lifguhiient 
has  been  used  against  the  motiofi,  to  dRet 
any  further  observations  in  its  faV6Ur,  may 
appear  a  wanton  intrusion  oh  your  time. 
However,  as  an  tinfhtoiirable  ded^ion  Ii 
foreseeh,  I  should  consider  myself  insehsi* 
ble  to  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  oun  cbuntrVi 
and  to  the  empire,  if  I  did  not  etpress^  itt 
the  Strongest  manner  I  can  command,  m^ 
conviction  of  the  necessity,  hot  merely  of 
discussion,  but  of  concession,  on  this  most 
impoftant  subject.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  talents,  the 
eloquence,  aild  the  moderation  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  has  prudently  abstained  froirt 
answering  him,  Ind  has  preferred  to  teply, 
by  anticipation,  to  the  speeches  of  others, 
in  which  he  prophesies,  that  there  Will 
not  appear  the  same  moderation.  Sir,  if 
I  abstain  from  that  warmth,  which  thid 
subject  naturally  excites,  it  is,  because 
founded  in  justice,  reafK)h  and  truth,  as  I 
conceive  the  cause  of  the  petitioners  to  be, 
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charges  brought  by  Dr.  Duigenan  against 
Dr.  Milner,  on  account  of  his- publication 
of  bis  '  Case  of  ConscieDce,'  from  which 
tract  he  had  quoted  an  insulated  passage, 
without  reference  to  the  context,  giving  it 
the  complexion  of  a  most  oflensive  and 
dangerous  doctrine  with  respect  to  the 
obligations  of  an  oath  :  whereas  a  much 
celebrated  dignitary  of  the  eatablished 
church,  the  late  chancellor  of  Winchester, 
who  was  known  to  have  been  long  opposed 
to  Dr.  Milner  in  the  fieM  of  theological 
controversy,  had  expressed  an  opinion  of 
the  same  tract  very  different  fram  that  of 
the  learned  gent,  opposite.  In  a  letter, 
sir  J.  H.  observed  that  he  had  the  grati- 
fication to  receive  from  the  late  Dr.  Stur- 
ges,  and  from  which,  with  the  permiitsion 
of  his  hon.  friend  on  the  treasury  bench, 
who  stood  in  so  near,  and  tender  a  relation 
to  that  truly  respectable  divine,)  he  would 
beg  to  read  an  oKtract.  '  Dr.  Milner's 
'  pamphlet  on  the  king's  oath,'  says  Dr. 
Sturges,  '  is  able  and  unanswerable  ;  the 
'  Catholics,  1  think,  are  obliged  to  me  for 

■  calling  forth  his  Letters  to  a  Prebendary, 
'  written  against  me,  which  I  see  are  fre- 

■  quently  referred  to  as  a  work  of  high  au- 
'  ihorily.'  Sir  J.  H.  proceeded  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  concordat  be- 
tween the  government  of  France  and  the 
see  of  Rome,  in  1801,  many  of  the  restric- 
tions of  which  were,  in  point  of  fact,  con- 
ceded by  Leo  the  tenth  in  his  concor- 
dat with  Francis  the  first,  and  the  subse- 
tjueiit  regulations  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, as  far  as  they  respect  the  admission 
and  registration  of  rescripts,  ice.  from  the 
see  of  Rome,  are  the  same  as  were  insti- 
tuted under  the  old  regime  of  the  Gaiiican 
church,  viz.  that  'no  bull,  rescript,  decree, 
'  nor  other  missive  from  the  see  of  Rome, 
'  shall  be  received,  published,  or  otherwi.te 
'put  in  force,  without  the  authority  of  the 
•  government.'  Our  government,  of  course, 
are  free  to  institute  similar  restrictions. 
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the  Catholic  communion,  the- address,  pre- 
fauing  the  act  of  establishment,  declares 
'  That  the  Catholic  religion  is  that  of  a 
'  vast  majority  of  the  French  nation  ;  to 
'  abandon  so  powerful  an  engine,  ther^ore, 
'  would  be  to  desire  the  first  ambitious 
'  knare,  ot  unsuccessful  demagogue,  who 
■  wished  to  convulse  France  anew,  to  seize 
'  it,  and  direct  it  against  bis  country.' 
The  application  to  the  case  of  Ireland 
was  but  too  obvious. — Sir  J.  H.  then  ob- 
served, that  he  could  not  on  this  occasion 
forbear  citing  the  authority  of  that  great 
statesman  Mr.  Pitt,  who  decidedly  ad- 
mitted the  general  loyalty  of  the  Catholics 
and  denied  that  the  rebellion  of  179S  was 
a  Catholic  rebellion^  adding  also,  'That 
'  whatever  checks  he  had  had  i^  contem- 
'  plation  heretofore,  they  did  not  apply  U> 
'  the  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  but  snch  tests 
'  as  should  be  a  security  against  the  pria- 
'  ciples  on  which  the  rebellion  originated.' 
— As  the  house  seemed  to  express  much 
impatience  for  the  question,  sir  J.  H. 
begged  to  remind  them,  that  although 
twenty  years  had  elapsed  since  his  first 
introduction  to  a  seat  in  that  house,  he  had 
rarely  trespassed  on  their  patience  ;  but 
on  the  present  occasion  he  c^uld  not  re- 
concile himself  to  a  silent  vote,  and  the 
extracts  he  had  adduced,  he  felt,  were 
entitled  to  the  most  serious  attention  of 
those  who  questioned  ihejnstice  and  policy 
of  the  proposed  concessions.  He  had  con- 
fined the  authorities  quoted,  to  such  opi- 
nions chiefly  as  had  been  giveii  on  this 
subject,  by  distinguished  prelates  of  the 
Established  Church,  and  which  indeed 
might  have  been  multiplied,  with  undimi- 
nijtied  force,  to  an  extent  little  suited  to 
the  present  disposition  of  the  house.  He 
then  expressed  his  regret  that  the  learned 
doctor,  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  brought 
down  so  many  antiquated  documents  in 
his  hand,  had  not,  on  the  present  occasion, 
delivered  his  sentiments,  as  sir  J.  H.  was 

fthe  ex- 
ing  night 
n  ihonld- 
red  from 
t  we  bad, 
Dd  Calvi- 
•iblished 
b  palace. 
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This  speculative  tenet,  nevertheless,  had 
not  been  considered  as  a  bar  to  state  pro- 
vision which  had  been  made  for  those  pro- 
fessing it,  and  which  had  existed  from  the 
days  of  queen  Anne,  when  it  was  first  esta- 
blished* It  was  incumbent  on  the  house 
also  to  recollect  that  Roman  Catholics 
had  sat  and  voted  in  parliament  during 
four  successive  reigns  since  the  period  of 
the  reformation.—'With  this  observation 
he  should  conclude,  giving  his  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  question  for  going  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  in  which 
this  important  subject  might  be  more  ade- 
quately considered. 

Mr.  W,  Elliot. — Sir;  in  supporting  this 
motion,  I  earnestly  wish  to  abstain  from 
every  thing  like  warmth  or  personality,  in 
conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who,  with  such  forci- 
ble arguments  *and   splendid   eloquence, 
opened  this  debate.     I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  any  discussion  on 
the  general  topic  ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  friend  op- 
posite (lord  Castlereagh),  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  circumstance  of  the  Union,  of 
which  I  may  be  supposed  to  have  some  of- 
ficial knowledge ;  and  the  nature  of  the 
expectation  held  out  to  the  Catholics,  in 
order  to  conciliate  their  acquiescence  in 
that  measure.     My  noble  friend  has  said, 
that  no  pledge  was  given  to  the  Catholics, 
that  their  full  emancipation  was  to  be  the 
immediate  consequence  of  this  measure, 
in  consideration  of  their  support.     It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  no  bond  was  given  to 
the  Catholics  on  that  point ;   but  there 
were  certainly  expectations,  and   some- 
thing like  promises  held   out  to  them, 
.which,  in  my  mind,  ought  to  be  more 
binding  than  a  bond.     And   so  strongly 
was  this  idea  felt  by  my  noble  friend,  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  and 
by  a  right  hon.  gent,  now  no  more  (Mr. 
Pitt),  that    they  quitted  office  because 
they  could  not  caiTy  the  measure ;  and 
when,  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  office,  he 
opposed  the  going  into  the  committee,  it 
was  not  from  any  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure, but  to  the  time.     I  therefore  think, 
that  my  noble  friend  and  my  right  hon. 
friend,  must  both  feel  themselves  in  an 
aOkward  situation  this  night,  under  the 
opposition  they  have  g^ven  to  the  mea- 
sure.   The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  evrhenner,  when  attorney  general  in 
18  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it 

1  infringement  of  the  arti- 

4  nn,  by  one  of  which  it  was 


expressly  stipulated,  that  the  protestant 
religion  should  be  supported  in  Ireland. 
The  framers  of  the  act  must  have  been 
stupid  indeed,  if  Uie  language  of  the  sta- 
tute was  to  be  construed  to  preclude  a 
measure,  which  was  expressly  understood 
to  be  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  union. 
My  noble  and  right  hon.  friends  upon  the 
pierage  of  not  agitating  the  question,  to 
which  they  had  declared  themselves  fa- 
vourable, had  come  into  office  in  place  of 
those  who  would  not   have  relnsed   the 
discussion,  and.  still  profess  to  maintain 
their  former  good  wishes  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  their  desire  to  conciliate  them. 
But,  I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
house,  whether,  the  restoration  of   Mr. 
OifFard  to  office,  the  refusal  of  the  usual 
grant  to  Maynooth  college,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  learned  gentleman,  whom 
he  would  not  now  name  (Dr.  Duigenan)  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Irish  privy  council, 
were  symptoms  of  a  system  of  conciliation 
towards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.     I  sin- 
cerely hope  the  house  will  go  into  a  com- 
mittee and  discuss  the  subject,  and  say 
whether  the  penal  laws  against  the  Catho- 
lics ought  'or  ought  not  to  be  continued. 
And,  although  the  right  hon.  the  chanceN 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  lately  appointed  to  the 
Irish  privy  council,  may  not  be  favourable 
to  the  measure,  I  trust  the  wisdom  of  the 
house  will  see  the  policy  of  conciliatiiig 
the  affection  and  confidence  of- the  Irish 
people,  and  thus  lay  up  a  store  of  strength 
for  the  empire  against  the  hour  of  danger. 
Mr.  WUbeiforce, — I  entirely  approve,  sir, 
of  the  calmness  and  moderation  recom- 
mended by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  open- 
ed this  debate,  in  a  speech  replete  with 
the  most  splendid  eloquence.     I  do  not 
mean  to  attempt  to  follow  him  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  arguments.    But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  time,  I  do  not  think  the  pre- 
sent a  proper  one,  if  there  were  no  other 
reason  than  that  it  is  impossible  now  to 
carry  the  measure.  If  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site knew  that  they  could  carry  it,  I  grant 
it  would  be  a  good' time.   But  as  they  must 
be  certain  of  the  contrary,  I  thmk  we 
ought  not  to  go  one  step  farther  in  this  dis- 
cussion.    I  consider  it  in  the  highest  de- 
gree inexpedient,  in  times  like  these,  to 
raise  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics,  when 
there  exists  not  a  single  chance  of  our  be- 
ing enabled  'to  gratify  them.     I  sincerely 
deprecate  a  useless  discussion,  by  which, 
in  the  present  temper  of  the  house,  in  the 
wannth  of  those  party  feelings  which  have 
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marked  its  debated  throughout' the  session, 
and  in  which  every  question  called  forth 
personalities  and    mutual  recriminations, 
no  other   end  could  be    answered  than 
that  of  exciting  new  discontents  among 
those,  whose  Petition  it  is  now  proposed 
to  discuss  in  a  committee.    The  right  hon. 
.gent,  who  opened  the  debate,  has  not  had 
so  ^od  an  opp9rtuiiity  as  myself  of  know- 
ing th6  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land on  this  si^jeot :  and^  as  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  those  sentiments  are  not 
favourable,  but  the  contrary.     The  people 
of  Scotland  are  also,  so  far  as  I  know, 
hostile  to  the  measure.    And  the  reason, 
I  am  persuaded,  why  petitions  have  not 
come     forward,    from    various    quarters 
against  it,  is  because  it  has  been  univer- 
sally believed,  that  the  temper  of  parlia- 
ment itself  is  so  adverse  to  the  measure,  as 
.to  leave  it  no  chance  of  success.    Sir,  it  is 
now  time    to  speak  out.    The  populat 
feeling  in  this  country  is  decidedly  against 
the  measure ;  and  it  was  on  this  ground 
that  a  right  hem.  friend  of  mine,  now  no 
more,  declined  to  urge  it  further  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.     With  respect  to  the  ano- 
malous circumstance  of  a  Protestant  church 
.establishment  in  Ireland,  supported  in  a 
great  degree  by  Catholics,  I  feel,  and  per- 
haps regret,  the  circumstance  as  sincerely 
as  any  man :  but  it  is  inevitable.    I  also 
|f«l,  that  to  grant  to  the  Catholics  their 
present  claims  would  by  no  means  satisfy 
them  completely ;  for  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  ^fideavour  to  reconcile  them  to  the  per- 
manent support  of  a  Protestant  church  es- 
tablishment.    Successive   concessions,  so 
far  from  silencing,  have  only  stimulated 
them  to  fresh  demands.     Even  the  most 
zealous  reformer  could  scarcely  have  sup- 
posed that  so  many  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics would 'have  so  rapidly  succeeded 
the  first  granted  to  them.     I  fear  that  new 
concessions  now  would  but  occasion  new 
demands.     Measures,  which  tend  to  make 
a  fundanoental  change  in  the  political  situ- 
ation of  a  great  country,  should  at  no  time 
be  hastily  adopted.     It  behoves  the  legis- 
lature cautiously  to  feel  its  way,  before  it 
consent^  to  any  great  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  lest,  by  a  false 
step,  mischief  the  most  irretrievable  might 
ensue.     The  language  held  by  my  right 
hon.  friend,  now  no  more,  when  talking  of 
then^easure  of  union,  or  with  respect  to 
Catholic  emancipation,  was,  that  the  union 
would  enable  the  legislature  of  this  coun-» 
try  either  to  grant  full  emancipation  'to 
the  Catholics  wilh  greater  aafety,  or  iHidH 


hold  it  with  less  danger.  I  am  sure  the 
candid  mind  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Crrattan)  will  admit,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  met  with  .  much  more  opposition  in 
the  popular  mind  than  he  had  appre- 
hended, and  that  this  had  induced  him  to 
relinquish  the  measure  entirely.  That 
mind  is  still  avei'se  to  it  And  for  these 
reasons,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  resist 
the  Catholic  claims,  although  I  have  a 
great  regard  for  their  welfare.  I  have  every 
wish  to  promote  their  instruction.  Before 
I  sit  down,  I  must  observe  that  they  had 
themselves  promised  not  to  bring  this 
matter  forwaixl — (No,  no,  no!  firom  (lie 
Opposition.) — However  that  may  be,  see* 
ing  that  the  time  and  circumstances  are 
unfavourable^  I  must  again  deprecate  all 
farther  disciission  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  in  explanation.-r 
What  J  stated  was,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  myself  and  my  friend8>  when  in 
office,  to  bring  the  Catholic  emancipation 
forward  as  a  cabinet  question.  But  that 
we  reserved  to  ourselves  the  right,  as 
members  of  parliament,  of  voting  in  its 
favour,  when  it  should  be  brought  t<Mrward 
by  others. 

Mr.  Richard  Marim. — ^I  confess,  sir,  I 
have  never  felt  mere  pungent  regret  than 
at  the  discussion  of  this  evening.  Not- 
withstanding what  has.  been  said  about 
moderation  and  calmness,  I  have  never 
heard  more  inflammatory  language,  uttered 
with  a  calm  voice  and  a  sermonic  tone, 
than  what  has  come  from  the  gentlemen 
(m  the  other  side  of  the  house.  Nothiiig 
like  it  has  been  uttered  for  a  century 
within  these  walls.  I  cannot  congratulate 
one  of  these  right  hon.  gentlemen.  (Mr. 
Canning)  on  the  speech  which  he  has  made« 
on  the  sentiments  he  has  uttered,  or  on 
the  cheers  which  he  has  received.  What- 
ever may  be  his  feelings  of  triumph  on 
this  occasion,  I  do  not  envy  him.  From 
the  course  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  chosen  to  take,  it  appears  to  me« 
however,  that  the  present  rejection  of  the 
Catholic  claims  may  be  .considered  aa 
final.  They  will  not  be  again  brought 
before  parliament:  let  them  maok  my 
prediction.  The  Catholics  will  no  longer 
trust  you  with  the  bait  o^a  Petition.  They 
will  no  longer  expose  themselves  to  the 
mortification  and  insult  =of  hatving  their 
Petition  v^ected  without  even  a  discussion 
of  their  claims.  Nothing  can  be  more  ab- 
surd, or  more  distant  from  truth,  than  the 
assertion  that  the  Catholic  Petition  has  been 
brought  foxwanl  by  ajparty,  JheCathniioa 
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would  disdain  to  have  their  Petitkm  brought 
forward  by  any  party.  They  are  even  jea- 
lous of  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grat- 
tan).  When  the  cry  in  Ireland  was  union 
or  rebellion,  I  was  in  favour  of  the  measure 
of  union  ;  but  I  have  since  learnt  that  it 
is  very  possible  to  have  a  rebellion  after 
a  union.  The  Catholics  did  certainly 
lend  their  aid  to  support  the  union,  which 
could  not  be  carried  without  their  acqui* 
escence ;  and  they  as  certainly  did  so 
upon  an  understood  pledge  of  emancipa- 
tion- It  was  strictly  confided  in  by  the 
Catholics,  and  even  in  some  degree  acted 
upon  by  those  who  gave  it.  If  that  pledge 
were  now  to  be  abandoned^  the  compact 
with  the  Catholics  is  broken,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  claim  the  restoration  of 
their  parliament.  The  consequence  of 
this  impolitic  rejection  will  be,  that  the 
Catholics  will  join  the  Protestants,  who 
were  always  averse  from  the  union,  and 
with  others  who  have  since  become  equally 
80»  and  unite  iheir  endeavours  in  order  to 
procure  its  repeal. 

Mr.  G.  Pmwmby. — Sir ;  the  hon.  mem- 
l^er  who  spoke  last  but  one  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force),  made  a  declaration  which  gave  me 
much  satisfaction :  he  said,  '  that  it  v^as 
time  for  him  to  speak  out.'  Nothing  ever 
gave  me  more  pleasure ;  for  in  hearing  his 
speeches,  I  confess  I  have  often  attended 
to  them,  but  could  neyer  yet  attain  his 
perfect  meaning.  At  the  same  time,  I 
most  confess,  that  there  was  some  part  of 
his  speech  which  rather  surprised  me. 
He  said,  that  he  was  a  prodigious  friend  to 
the  education  of  the  Catholics,  while  he 
was  an  enemy  to  their  claims  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  they  had  preferred  them. 
I  endeavoured  to  discover  what  was  the 
conduct  of  that  hon.  gent,  upon  a  late  oc- 
casion, as  to  the  education  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  and  I  find,  that  he  voted  for  the 
smaller  sum  instead  of  the  larger  for  that 
purpose.  Now,  this  is  a  strange  mode  of 
shewing  his  wish  ibr  the  encouragement 
of  that  education.  He  acknowledged  that 
he  refused  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, with  prodigious  pain  to  himself,  and 
yet  he  loaded  the  Catholics  with  all  soils 
of  epithets.  I  never  saw  a  recipest  denied 
to  a  suppliant  with  more  apparent  cold- 
ness and  indifierence  in  all  my  life.  But 
he  tdd  us,  there  were  circumstances  and 
occasions  when  it  was  very  nnfit  to  discuss 
questions  of  thb  sort,  vba  .that  they  were 
attended  with  infiitite  mischief,  because  he 
is  convinced  that  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  of  Scq.tland,  are 


against  this  question.  Is  he  convinced, 
too,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  G. 
Britain  are  to  remain  at  all  times  of  the 
same  opinion  with  regard  to  it  ?  Is  he  per* 
suaded  too,  that  the  best  method  he  can 
adopt,  in  order  to  induce  the  people  of 
England  to  agree  to  the  Irish  claims,  is  to 
withdraw  those  claims  and  not  permit 
them  to  be  discussed  ?  If  the  house  be  of 
opinion  that  they  are  reasonable  claims, 
then  ought  it  to  encourage  them  to  prefer 
them ;  if  it  be  of  opinion  that  these  claims 
can  only  prove  prejudicial  to  the  country, 
even  then  there  is  the  best  reason  afibrded 
for  repeated  discussion,  in  order  to  shew 
their  impropriety.  For  can  reason  con- 
quer prejudice  but  by  discussion ;  and  how 
can  improvement  be  introduced  without 
debate  ?  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  no  part 
of  what  the  Catholics  require  can  be  yield- 
ed to  them  ?  [Here  Mr.  Wilberfbrce 
shook  his  head.]  I  do  not  really  know 
how  to  interpret  the  hon.  gent,  when  he 
shakes  his  head,  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  that 
the  oftner  the  question  is  argued,  the 
sooner  will  they  obtain,  what  must  in  the 
end  be  yielded  to  them.  Were  they  not 
to  appeal  to  parliament  at  all,  or  to  en- 
lighten the  people  of  this  country,  how 
are  they  to  attain  what  they  require  r  Doea 
he  believe  the  people  of  this  country  will 
acquiesce  the  more  readily  in  their  claim, 
if  that  claim  be  unaccompanied  by  discus- 
sion. The  hon.  gent,  is  a  man  of  sense 
and  experience,  and  does  he  suppose  that 
so  great  a  pairt  of  the  population  of  the 
country  will  ever  consent  to  a  contumeli-i 
ous  refusal  of  what  they  think  a  reasona-* 
ble  claim  ?  It  has  been  said  that  this  was 
to  be  made  a  party  question.  I  never 
beard  so  much  nonsense  as  has  been  said 
upon  this  particular  point ;  I  have  heard 
many  people  in  this  country  say,  *  Oh  ! 
were  it  not  for  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion in  parliament,  and  also  the  motives  of 
some  individuals  wishing  to  bring  it  on, 
and  afterwards  veishing  it  to  be  kept  back, 
we  should  hear  nothing  at  all  of  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland.'  It  is  impossible  to  ima- 
gine that  so  stupid  a  notion  could  be  en- 
couraged. It  is  really  the  greatest  degree 
of  absurdity  and  fatuity  that  I  ever  wit- 
nessed in  tne  conduct  of  mankind  in  my 
life,  to  imagine  that  so  great  a  body  as  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  can  know  no  good 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  admitted 
to  those  privileges  which  they  see  others 
enjoying,  and  to  imagine  they  can  be  kept 
back  from  asserting  their  claims,  merely 
from  the  in^rihfence  of  this  or  the  other 
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party.    A  right  hon. .  gent,  has  said,  that 
the  late  administration  wished  to  keep 
back  their  claims  when  they  were  in  of- 
fice :  and  when  they  were  oat  of  it,  they 
wished  to  encourage  their  being  brought 
forward.     He  is  not  right,  however,  in  this 
assertion.     I  know  of  no  man  thaf'eithier 
wished  to  keep  it  back  when  in  office,  nor 
now  to  bring  it  forward  for  party  purposes. 
It  is  rather  hard  to  adduce  as  evidence  of 
our  inclination  to  keep  it  back  formerly, 
that  we  wish  to  bring  it  forward  now. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  we,  who  had 
not  the  power  when  in  office  of  preventing 
that  body  from  urging  their  claims,  can 
now  have  the  power  of  preventing  them 
iirom  doing  so.     But,  sir,  that  hon.  gent, 
has  given  no  other  reason  whatever  why 
the  Catholics  should  not  urge  their  claims, ' 
if  temporary  circumstances  led  them  to 
suppose  it  was  convenient  for  them  to  do 
so.     They  feel  their  own  importance  in 
the  empire,  and  think  they  have*  a  just 
right  to  urge  this  house  to  comply  with 
their  request.     The  noble  lord  opposite 
said,  that  he  could  disclaim  any  imputa- 
tions of  a  personal  nature ;  for,  says  he,  I 
have  never  regarded  this  <mestion  as  one 
that  ought  to  affect  a  ma^s  situation  in 
office.     Thus  you  may  carry  this  question 
if  you  approve  of  it,  but  if  not,  you  must 
submit  it  to  its  fate.    In  shor^,  he  tells 
you  he  was  with  one  administration  be- 
cause they  approved,  and  with  another 
because  they  disapproved  of  the  measure. 
On  such  grounds  I  do  not  see  how  he  can 
ever  be  out  of  office,  for  whether  such  a 
petition  be  successful  or  unsuccessful,  it 
forms  a  good  reason  for  the  noble  lord  al- 
ways t  continuing  in  power.     He  farther 
says,  there  never  was  any  pledge  given  to 
the  Catholics  on  this  subject.  .  I  do  not 
know  if  there  were,  as  I  never -troubled 
myself  as  to  pledges,  nor  what  were  the 
means  the  government  took  to  procure  the 
support  of  tbe  Catholics ;  but  I  recollect 
there  were  certain  epistolary  correspon- 
dences published,  one  letter  representing 
the  sentiments  of   lord  Comwallis,   and 
aiiother  from  the  noble  lord  himself,  re* 
presenting  the  sentiments  of  the  Catho- 
lics, when  he  held  the  office  of  secretary 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.     If  I  re- 
collect rightly,  when  Mr.  Pitt  went  out  of 
office  in  1801, 1  read  those  letters  in  the 
hands  of  one  Catholic  gentlemen  iii  Ire* 
land :  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  there  was  a 
passage  in  some  of  them  written  by  the 
noble  lord  himself,  stating  to  the  Catho« 
Mqu,  tti9  det^rmioatioQi  of  many,  considera^ 


ble  men,  I  believe  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  M«1viI1e, 
and  earl  Camden,  advising  the  Catholics 
to  remain  perfectly  quiet,  because  those 
persons  had  entered  into  a  pledge  never  to 
take  any  part  in  his  majesty's  government, 
but  upon  condition  of  being  allowed^ to 
grant  the  concessions  which  the  Catholics 
required.     It  was  understood  at  the  time 
that  this  declaration  was  made  in  conse- 
quence of  an  engagement  with  the  Catho- 
lics, that  if  they  agreed  to  the  union,  their 
claims  would  be  listened  to.    This  letter 
was  well  understood  in  Ireland,  and  never 
received  a  contradiction ;  and  therefore,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  there  was  a  com- 
plete understanding  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, that  their  claims  should  be  heard 
by  the  governm^it,  and  that  they  should 
not  endeavour  to  borrow  aid  or  assistance 
from  disaffected  persons,  nor  do  any  thing 
to  injure  their  cause,  because  those  per- 
sons I  have  alluded  to,  were  determined 
not  to  assume  any  direction  in  the  country, 
except  with  an  intention  of  forwarding 
their  claim?.    It  was  said,  there  v^as  no 
alteration  of  circumstances  since  this  ques- 
tion was  last  discussed  in  parliament ;  now, 
I  conceive  that  there  is  the  greatest  altera* 
tion  of  circumstances,  that  could  possibly 
have  taken  place,  and  these  circumstances 
could  not  be  known  to  the  house,  nor  to 
the  people  of  England ;  the  circumstance 
the  most  weighty,  is  the  connection  sub- 
sisting between  the  clergy  and  the  See  of 
Rome  :  for,  by  giving  to  the  pope  a  power 
over  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  the  govern- 
ment no  controtil  over  them,  then  they 
would  in  fact  be  putting  the  superior  or- 
ders of  clergy  imder  a  foreign  power,  fall- 
ing under  the  dominion  of  France.     The 
Catholics  considered  amongst  themselves, 
and  they  determined  to  give  to  the  go- 
vernment every  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  make  their  superior  clergy 
subject  to  the  crown.  '  When  a  Catholic 
bishop  in  Ireland  dies,  the  other  bishops 
in  that  province  in  which  the  diocese  of 
the  deceased  is  situated,  meet,  and  con- 
ferring amongst  themselves,  they  fix  upon 
three  persons,  whom  they  think  the  most 
fit  to  succeed  him — ^They  send  those  names 
to  receive*  the  approbation  of  the  pope  ; 
for,  according  to  the  Catholic  faith,  it  is 
impossible  for  certain  offices  to  be  per- 
formed but  by  appointment  fron^the  pope, 
as  if  by  the  immediate  delegation  of  Christ 
hinuelf.     Now,  they  have  i  agreed,  when 
the  names  are  retiurned,  to  send  them  to 
the  lord  lieutenant,  of  Ireland';    and  if  he 
shouki  ol^ect  to  alL.tb^  tbree>  th^y  strike 
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tbem  out»  and  send  otbov  three  in  their 
•tead,  until  the  king's  approbation  of  some 
W»  of  them  be  received.  Even  then^  they 
•end  that  name  to  Rome  to  receive  the 
approbation  of   the  pope.      This,  how- 
^jiQT,    19    giving   the  real  and   eilectual 
nominatioa  to  the  crown »  and  this  be- 
iag  the  case,  will  any  man  ^ay  this  is  cul- 
tivatiag   through    Rome  an    intercourse 
with  France  for  traitorous  purposes  ?    How 
can  tbey  better  evince  Idyalty  ?    They 
desire  yau,  too,  to  superintend  the  educa- 
tion  of  ikeir  clergv>  or  ask  you  to  assist 
them  to  do  it,  aad  yet»  after  all  this  you 
still  treat  them  a9  aliens,  and  disaffected 
peraoi^.    It  is  impossible  there  can  be  too 
much   discusstott  of  this  q^uestion.     Tlie 
real  state  of  it  ahould  be  understood  from 
the  north  to  the  south.    If  the  right  hon. 
the  ohftncellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
at  present   sits   so .  aukwardly  between 
those  two  phampions  of  the  Catholics,  the 
«obIe  lord  (Castlereagh),  aod  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreiflpi  afikirs  (Mr.  Can* 
ning),  bad  tak«n  halt  so  much  pains  to 
comply  with  the  reasonable  desires  of  tliat 
portiou  of  thie  people,  as  he  took  to  raise 
the  sens^lesacry  of  "  No  Popery,"  although 
he  might  not  now  be  enjoying  thje  sweets 
of  office,  his  conscience  would  probably 
be  more  tratkquil.     But  what  is  conscience 
to  a  great  statesman  ?     That  right  hon. 
gent,  actually  fancier  he  has  become  a 
great  Statesman,  and   has    reaJly  raised 
great  ideas  in  bis  own  mind,  as  to  his  qua* 
lificationn  for  governing  such  a  counti;y  as 
England.     He,  no  douU,  thinks  he  is  pos- 
^seased  qf  great  knowledge,  reflection,  and 
equanimity;  qualities  that. cannot  be  de- 
eded, seeing  it  has  been  impossible  to  pro- 
voke hida  to  a  single  observation.     He 
possesses,  I  suppose,  great  knowledge  in 
the  history  of  his  own  country,  and  the 
secret  springs  which  govern  the  actions  of 
mankind — ^how  to  lead  men  on  to  victory, 
and    how  to  conduct   the    war  again^ 
France.     We^k   speculative'  men    h^ve 
fsllen  into  ^ertors,  from'  which  his  much- 
tnligbtened   mind    had    preserved    him. 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  all 
concurred  in  a  favourable  opinion  respect- 
tag  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.    But  what 
are  they,  when  compared  to  tbe  right  hon. 
gent.?  Cottkl  such  drivellers  as  thes^have 
ever  found  out  tlie  ingenious  mode,  dis- 
covered by  tb«  right  hooi.  gent  of  increas- 
ii»g  the  power  of  the  country,  and  enabling 
ber  the  better  to  c«rry  oo  the  struggle 
against  France  by  excluding  frooi  her  aid 
re  than  one  fifth  of  b«r  population  I  I 
Vol.  XI, 
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am    told  that;   circumstances   have  not; 
changed.    What  ha^  become  of  ibe  poweip 
of  Europe?    What  has   become  of  this 
tremendous  Pope  himself?     The  power 
he  once  possessed,  Bonaparte  has«  swept 
awa,y,  and  a  French  prefect  reigns  at  tb^ 
Vatican.    Does  the  nght  lion.  gent,  think, 
that  Bonaparte's  tyranny  over  the  Pope 
would  induce  the  latter  to  befriend  France^ 
or  to  promote  her  interests  ?  If  he  do  so» 
it  must  b^  through  fear,  and  not  goodwill ; 
because  I  do  not  presume  the  right  hon» 
gent,  will  argue,  that  stripping  him  of  his 
power,  and  robbing  him  of  his  territory,  is 
th^  way  to  win  hi^  affections.    What  is 
now  happening  in  Spain  ?  Does  Bonaparte 
make  use  of  the  Catholic  religion  to  extend 
the  power  of  France  ?    Does  he  treat  a 
Catholic  state  with  more  leniency  ^han  a 
Protestant  one  ?     He  has  overthrown  Ca* 
tholic  powers,  as  well  9s  Protestant ;  and 
his  army  now  occupies  Spain  as  a  province 
,  of  France.    Whatever  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  to  me  may  think  of  the  dispgsi-e 
I  tion  of  the  English  and  Scotch  Protestants, 
>  in  regard  to  Ireland,  he. must  allow  me  to 
;  say,  that  the  Iriijh  Protestants  are  93  good 
judges  as  any  of  them,     I  have  a  letter 
from  the  late»  attorney  geheral  of  Ireland^ 
Mr.  Plunkett,in  which  he  states  :  *'  There 
is  nothing  new  in  this  country,  excepting,  | 
believe  1  speak  within  bounds,  when  1  say, 
that  nine  in  ten  Protestants,  even  include 
ing  the  clergy,  would  poll  foe  the  Cathpli© 
emancipation." — Do  not  the  Protestant* 
of  Ireland  know  better  than  the  meqi^bei'S 
of  this  house,  what  tends  to  their  benefit 
and  safety  ?    They  must  alao  know  b^tej? 
than  the  Protestants  of  i^nglapd  and  Scot-» 
land,  what  would  b^  tljie  effecta  of  Ca^ 
tholic  emancipation.    The  Irish  Protest, 
ants  of  eight  or  nine  counties  have  signed 
Resolutions  on  this  subject,  and   amoog 
them,  the  most  opulent  gentlemen  of  th^ 
country.    In  one  county  1  have  the  namea 
of  some  persons,  of  several  thousands  a 
year,  affixed  to  the  resolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics,  and  of  many  representatives 
of  some  of  the  oldest  families  in  Irelaiidf 
whose    property    has    been    confiscated. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  world  at  thui 
moment  ? — and  what  the  prospect  ?    Do 
days  pass  over  our  heads>  without  oui; 
seeing  it  become  worse  I     Gentlemen  op^ 
posite  to  me  know  better  than  I  do>  an4 
better  than  I  can  know,  what  the  prol«ablQ 
views  of  our  enemies  j^re,  and  what  pro^ 
sp^cts  are  still  cherished  in  France,  with 
regard  to  the  further  extension  of  h«r 
power.  But,  aft^r  all  we  <:an  say  upon  tb« 
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subject,  the  present  ruler  of  France  is  a 
mairof  profound  penetration.  You  may 
call  him  a  cruel,  vindictive  usurper — a 
betfayer  of  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
Whatever  epithets  we  bestow  upon  him, 
as  an  usurper  and  tyrant,  we  cannot  heap 
them  upon  him  without  knowing  that  he 
very  well  merits  them.  But  what  does 
our  opinion  of  him  signify,  his  power  is. 
what  we  are  to  regard.  We  cannot  make 
him  less  criminal  or  less  systematic  in  his 
pursuit.  He  pursues  the  ruin  of  this 
country,  and  he  pursues  it  with  profound 
wisdom  for  the  purpose  of  attaining  his 
object.  Has  he  not  accomplished  a  great 
part  of  that  object  already  ?  What  is  your 
situation  upon  the  continent  at  this  mo- 
ment ?  With  hardly  a  single  ally,  that 
can  count  upon  his  own  safety  for  an  in- 
stant— shut  out  from  almost  all  connection 
with  the  continent,  and  likely  soon  to  be 
entirely  so — ^that  is  your  condition.  TTiis 
he  well  knows.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  and  in  the  war  of  the  succes- 
sion, what  was  your  situation?  Compare 
it  with  the  present.  You  then  fought,  not 
for  yourselves,  but  for  Europe,  in  which 
your  magnanimity  was  equal  to  your 
power,  and  all  £urope  dreaded  the  one  as 
it  admired  the  other.  You  sacrificed  both 
your  power  and  your  greatness,  to  succour 
the  distressed  part  of  Europe  against  the 
ravages  of  an  ambitious  prince.  That 
was  your  situation  then.  You  are  now 
fig^itmg  against  a  great  power  indeed, 
but  for  a  very  different  object,  not  to  suc- 
cour the  distressed,  but  to  save  yourselves 
from  destruction,  while  you  are  shut  up 
from  all  connection  with  any  part  of  Eu^ 
rope.  He  has  well  contemplated  these 
things,  and  is  determined  to  keep  you 
from  any  continental  connections  again, 
that  can  in  any  degree  tend  to  increase 
your  power :  in  short,  he  is  determined  to 
shut  you  out  from  the  continent  altoge- 
ther. This  was  long  ago  his  object,  and 
be  has  very  nearly  accomplished  it.  He 
proceeds  with  great  injustice,  it  is  true, 
but,  for  his  purpose,  with  profound  wis- 
dom. He  will  secure  to  himself  the  main 
purpose  of  his  own  ambition  in  the  first 
instance,  as  he  has,  indeed,  in  a  measure, 
done  already ;  and  in  the  next,  he  will 
redjice  Europe  to  such  a  state,  that  you 
can  derive  no  benefit  from  it,  whatever 
may  become  the  relative  condition  of  its 
difierent  states  to  each  other.  The  Turk- 
ish empire  will  be  the  next  point  of  his 
ambition,  which  most  probably  will  be 
rendered  f  ubservient  to  his  wishes.    Then 


your  power  in  the  East  will  be  his  object. 
Such  most  probably  will  be  the  progress 
of  his  successful  ambition.  Such,  1  am 
confident^  are  his  designs.  Tremendous  is 
this  prospect  to  you.  And  what  have  yoa 
to  oppose  to  all  this  ?  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland:  for  within  a  few  months  from 
this  moment,  you  will  be  reduced  to  that 
situation.  Then  I  would  ask,  is  it  reason- 
able to  reject,  without  argument ;  to  pass 
over,  without  discussion,  a  subject  of  such 
importance  as  that  which  is  now  before 
you  i  You  are  threatened  with  the  extre- 
mities to  which  war  can  reduce  you,  car- 
ried on  as  it  is  by  the  most  implacable  ene- 
my you  ever  had,  and  not  only  the  most 
implacable,  but  the  most  profoundly 
skilled ;  and  not  only  the  most  profoundly 
skilled,  but  also  the  most  formidable,  be- 
cause the  most  powerful.  How  are  you 
to  defend  yourselves  .  sufficiently,  against 
the  attacks  of  such  a  foe  ?  By  maddng  war 
on  him.  Can  you  make  war  upon  him 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Catholics  ? 
No.  But  our  object  is  not  war  but  peace — 
Can  you  make  peace  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Catholics  ?  I  say  you  can- 
not, without  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  Catholics,  obtain  any  thing  but 
what  may  be  comparatively  called  '  an 
ignominious  peace.'  That  is^  peace  on 
terms  infinitely  less  advantageous  to  Great 
Britain,  than  you  could  obtain  with  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  Catholics. 
Why,  then,  it  comes  to  this :  that  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  danger  which 
you  apprehend  to  Ireland,  from  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  you  will  place  your- 
selves in  a  condition  to  take  worse  terms 
and  conditions  of  peace,  than  you  would, 
if  freed  from  the  apprehension  of  that  dan- 
ger. Why  should  this  be  so,  I  should  wish 
to  know  ?  Is  England  so  fallen  from  her 
former  glory,  that  she  will  now  accept  of 
comparatively  ignominious  terms  of  peace, 
from  a  sense  of  her  own  internal  weakness, 
arising,  as  it  camiot  but  arise,  from  her 
internal  dissensions.  Is  this  the  way  in 
which  ^ve  are  to  rival  our  ancestors  in 
glory?  Shall  we  forget  the  glorious  a- 
chievements  of  Great  Britain  on-  the 
continent  in  former  times?  Shall  we 
fi)i^et,  or,  remembering,  shall  we  pass 
over,* the  proud  event  of  our  having 
carried  victoriously  our  arms^to  PVance, 
and  had  our  king  crowned  at  Paris, 
and  reduced  the  power  of  France  to  that 
of  a  suppliant  at  your  feet  ?  No,  Sir, 
we  shall  not,  we  cannot  forget,  neither  can 
we  pass  over  these  dungs.    JNbr  shall  we 
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assent  to  ignominious  terms  of  peace.  We 
are  assured  we  can  have  glorious  terms  of 
peace  whenever  we  shall  shew  a  disposi- 
tion for  it,  as  an  united  people.  When 
shall  we  be  that  people  ?  When  the  Irish 
Catholics  can  be  won^  and  won  they  may 
be,  and  won  they  will  be,  if  you  treat  them 
liberally.  The  right  hon.  gent,  has  said, 
that  great  and  wise  men  have  thought  that 
the  granting  of  what  is  now  asked,  would 
not  satisfy  the  Catholics.  He  has  not  told 
us  who  these  great  and  wise  men  were. 
Whoever  they  are,  I  doubt  the  soundness 
of  their  judgment,  for  I  believe  that  what 
is  now  asked  would  satisfy  the  Catholics. 
But  if  this  claim  be  allowed,  shall  we  not 
have  further  claims  made,  and  further  de- 
sires expressed  ?  Why  should  there  not  be 
further  claims  if  they  be  just,  or  further 
desires  expressed,  if  they  be  reasonable. 
Why  should  the  Catholics  be  refused  the 
common  liberty  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country.  But  consider  the 
advantages  arising  from  the  grace  of  grant- 
ing this  application.  The  Catholics  now 
claim  certain  rights  and  privileges  ;  and 
they  go  to  a  given  extent  in  maKing  that 
claim  ;  but  if  you  gratify  their  wishes  in 
the  first  instance,  it  you  treat  them  well, 
that  is,  treat  them  as  they  ought  to  be 
treated,  the  Catholics  will  be  satisfied  with 
a  moderate  and  reasonable  allowance  from 
the  hand  of  the  king.  But  it  is  very  easy 
to  foresee,  that  if  you  are  determined  to 
refuse  what  the  Catholics  reasonably  re- 
quest of  you,  the  effect  will  be,  that  more 
will  be  demanded  hereafter,  than  would 
have  been,  if  you  had  complied  with  the 
first  request.  But  the  argument  which  is 
built  upon  this  doctrine,  '  that  if  you  grant 
one  thing,  more  will  afterwards  be  asked 
of  you,  and  therefore  you  should  refuse  in 
the  first  instance,'  is,  in  my  opinion,  in- 
conclusive, because  that  goes  the  length 
of  saying,  that  a  thing  which  is  reason- 
able in  itself,  should  never  be  granted,  be-* 
cause  it  is  possible  that  the  granting  it 
may  be  followed  with  a  request  which  is 
unreasonable.  And  this  mode  of  reason- 
ing, bad  as  it  is  in  itself,  is  still  worse  as  it 
applies  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  at  the  pre- 
sent moment — for  I  would  have  the  right 
hon.  gent,  know,  that  in  this  question  is 
contained  the  peace  of  Ireland. — It  is  said, 
in  this  house,  that  the  Catholics  want 
many  other  things  besides  those  which 
they  have  specified  in  the  Petition  now 
before  us  ^  so  perhaps  they  may  ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  say,  that  all  the  grievances 
of  which  they  complain^  arise  from  the 


inequality  of  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  placed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
nopolists of  one  religion,  to  act,  as  it  were 
hostilely,  to^wards  the  other ;  and  there 
must  always  be  felt  a  sense  of  insult  and 
degradation  when  one  class  of  men  are 
placed  beneath  another  class.  Thus,  as 
the  Catholics  are  under  the  Protestants, 
they  are  to  be  degraded  by  their  superiors 
in  power,  and  when  their  interests  are  sup- 
posed to  be  hostile,  so  are  the  manners  of 
the  professors  of  the  two  religions.  Those 
who  are  above,  think  nothing  too  bad  for 
those  who  are  below  them,  and  those  be- 
low, think  they  never  can  be  emancipated 
too  soon ;  that  is,  according  to  their  view 
of  it,  get  rid  of  their  degradation,  too 
soon  ;  hence  perpetual  strife,  and,  while 
the  cause  exists,  the  effect  must  continue. 
But  my  right  hon.  friend,  who  introduced 
this  motion,  told  us  that  he  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  carrying  it.  I  am  afraid  that  his 
apprehensions  on  the  fate  of  his  motion 
this  night,  are  too  well  founded.  But  this 
I  will  say,  that  whoever  shall  vote  this 
night  against  this  motion,  does  not  vote 
for  the  proposition,  '  that  the  Catholics 
shall  not  come  into  any  department  of 
the  state,'  but  votes  for  the  proposition 
'  that  they  shall  not  come  into  any  in  which 
they  are  not  already,  although  they  may 
hold  some  stations  at  present  more  gene- 
rally important  than  those  which  they 
seek.'  You  say,  for  instance,  that  a  Ca- 
tholic shall  not  be  a  director  of  a  national 
bank,  although  he  may  be  the  greatest 
proprietor  in  that  bank.  You  say  that 
he  shall  not  be  a  governor,  or  sheriff  of  a 
county,  although  he  may  be  the  greatest 
land-ownej  in  it.  You  set  your  veto  to 
his  claims,  and  say,  '  we  have  admitted 
you  to  a  given  extent,  but  we  shall  admit 
you  no  farther ;'  and  this  you  are  going 
to  say  in  limine,  before  you  have  heard 
the  evidence  on  which  the  Catholics  rest 
their  claim.  If  you  refer  the  petition  to 
a  committee,  you  will  then  put  the  sub- 
ject into  a  train  of  inquiry,  and  you  may, 
afterwards,  decide  what  shall,  and  what 
shall  not  be  done.  But  if  you  negative 
this  petition,  you  do  that  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  saying,  that  the  Catholics  shall 
remain,  for  ever,  in  the  state  in  which 
they  are  at  present.  But  I  have  heard 
some  persons,  even  in  this  house,  say 
that  the  refusal  of  the  present  application 
of  the  Catholics  will  put  their  claims  to 
rest  for  ever.  Of  all  the  presumptuous 
folly  of  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics, 
this  is,  assuredly,  the  greatest. ,  Do  you 
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ftuppo!K  tliftt  four  millions  of  petrpte  will, 
for  eter,  cetnply  with  yoor  Hrrslits,  or 
gratfi)^  yo«r  desires  ?  that  they  will,  for 
ever,  ^re  yon  the  whole  df  their  loyalty 
•--the  whole  of  their  attachfneut — defiend 
ytm  on  all  occasions — support  yon  in  all 
Contests — sacrifice  for  you  their  fortones 
«nd  their  litl» ;  ftnd  shall  not  require, 
lifter  nil,  any  thing  from  yon  in  return  ? 
^0,  no ;  you  shoukl  not  expect  it,  for  it 
is  ftot  in  human  nature  that  things  should 
go  oti  thus  for  eter.  You  may  suppose 
thlit  the  Catholics  wiH  be  more  ready  to 
sufoimt  their  claims  tipon  j^our  justice 
Vdien  tMie  set  of  nren  are  in  ppwer,  than 
trhen  another  set  of  men  are  m  power ; 
but,  believe  me,  they  %vi!l  urge  their 
chiims,  M'hatever  het  of  men  may  be  in 
power,  they  are  fully  conscious  of  the 
justice  of/  those  claims,  and  they  will 
never  forego  them,  out  of  complimetit  to 
those  who  may  happen  at  any  time  to  be 
in  place.  They  tell  you,  they  protest  to 
you,  upon  their  solemn  oath,  that  they  are 
as  loyal  as  the  best  of  you ;  that  they  are 
genuine  frieods  to  their  country  and 
yours ;  they  ask  you  to  aflford  them  an 
opportunity  of  shewing,  and  of  proving 
that  loyalty,  and  that  attachment  to  the 
true  interests  of  their  country.  They  de- 
sire to  be  allowed  to  contribute,  in  the 
most  effective  manner,  to  the  exigency  of 
the  state.  They  are  willing,  they  are 
eager,  to  spill  tfcJcir  blood  in  its  defence. 
Vou  should  therefore  treat  tbem  as  loyal 
tad  patriotic  men  ;  and  rank  them  among 
th«  best  subjects  which  you  have.  If  you 
do  not,  do  you  imagine,* that  because  you 
may  negative  this  Petition,  they  will  ab- 
stain from  urging  their  daifnss  in  futtwe? 
If  you  do,  I  am  confident  you  will  be 
greatly  deceived.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  me  says,  that  the  late  administra- 
Hon,  what  we  call  the  doke  of  Bedfbid's 
administration,  advised  the  CatJiolics  to 
abstain  from  making  this  application,  or 
from  urging  their  claims,  in  any  quarter, 
for  the  present,  because  the  circumstances 
of  the  tiiAes  were  unpropHious  for  it.  I 
had  the  honour  to  fill  a  situation  in  Ireland, 
In  the  confidence  of  the  governnrent  to 
Vvhich  the  right  hon.  gent,  alludes.  *I  had 
the  honour  to  be  govern^jr  in  one  j)art  of 
tt\al  country,  and  chancellor  of  the  whole, 
khd  must  therefore  bt  supfjoscd  to  possess 
a  good  deal  of  information  of  what  were 
then  the  viewd  of  government.  If  1 
said  I  had  not,  I  shouW  be  mviking  an 
assertion  for  which  I  could  not  expect  to 
bis  credited.    I  haVe  nut  the  least  objec- 


tion to  state  al!  ^at  came  to  my  1»i<f«r.> 
ledge  on  Hiat  subjet^.  The  Catholkd  did 
determine  to  urge  their  claims  and  tli^ 
Irish  government  did  malce  appHcatioft  in 
England,  with  a  view  to  learn  ^'hether 
these  claims  Were  likely  to  be  concedf^, 
or  otherwrie.  The  Irish  govemtnent  re- 
ceived an  answer,  that  it  was  the  opinioti 
of  the  then  administration,  that  the  daitna 
of  the  Catholics  could  tiot  be  supported  to 
the  extent  they  wished,  but  that  the  go- 
verntnent  here  had  hopes  of  doing  aouwe- 
thing  for  A)em.  In  the  intcfcoofse  with 
the  Catholics,  on  tihat  occasion— I  being  a 
native  of  that  country,  and  necessarily 
knowing  more  of  theta  than  the  duke  of 
Bedford  did — much  of  the  concern  was 
entrusted  to  me,  as  to  the  manner  in  wbich 
these  clauns  should  be  brought  forward,  or 
deferred.  It  occurred  to  me  to  inquire  what 
points  would  satisfy  them,  that  is,  what 
terms  Would  induee  them  to  forget  the  rigbt 
of  urging  all  tbehr  claims  upon  the  justice  of 
parliament,  for  some  time  to  come ;  per- 
haps for  the  present  reign;  and  in  the 
course  of  that  Inquiry,  1  think  I  discovered 
what  points  they  most  immediately  laid  a 
stress  upon,  and  the  granting  of-  which 
would  satisfy  them.  TheSc  points  were,  I 
believe,  submitted  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment in  this  country;  but  it  happened  to 
be  the  Opinion  of  that  government,  that 
even  these  points  could  not  be  carried 
to  the  extent  which  was  wished]  and 
then  my  noble  friend  (lord  Howick)  in- 
troduced a  Bill  into  this  house  to  enable 
Cathidics,  as  wel!  as  other  dissentert  from 
the  establrshed  church,  and  of  all  denomi- 
nations, to  hold  commissions  in  the  army 
and  navy.  Whatthe  fate  of  that  Bill  >Ptas, 
every  body  kfiowTS ;  but  the  government 
of  Ireland  never  toJd  the  Catholics,  ntv^ 
advised  them  tiot  to  urge  their  claims 
when  there  was  any  probable  chance  of 
their  Success.  But  the  right  'hon.  gent, 
says,  that  the  bill  introduced  into  this  house 
by  my  noble  friend  (lord  HoWirkj  Woukl 
not  have  satisfied  the  Catholics,  if  it  had 
passed  into  law,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  brought  forward.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  right  hon.  gent,  obtained  bis 
information,  but  I  deny  the  trutbof  it,  and 
I  say,  that  the  Catholics  did  consider  it  as 
a  measure  of  great  consequence;  and  Itlo 
say  further,  ^at  if  that  bill  had  been  car- 
ried through  this  house,  it  "^ould  hate  had 
a  good  efiisct  on  them  ;  and  that  for  torue 
time  afterwards — ^probably  in  the  pfieswnt 
rei^n^they  \ctmla  not  b^e  Mm  th«ir 
daifos  ^  ftnlter.  •  ff  thci!)r«M|''ftRi 
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an  opportnantty  when  tJi«y  were  iikdy  to 
tiacce<ed,  they  wcraiti  urge  them.  Nobody 
M'ill  be  so  utmurd  &s  to  advise  tfaem  not  to 
urge  them ;  but  i  do  know  tfaii  the  Catho- 
lics \voxi\(\  have  accefyted  that  «s  a  g<re&t 
boon ;  Mul  this  i  state  as  «n  answer  to 
those  who  say,  that  the  Oathoiics  were  not 
m  earnest  about  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
which  was  introduced  into  this  house  by 
tny  noble  tt'icnd ;  lor  nothing  can  be  more 
untbanded  than  the  asfiumed  fact,  that  the 
Catholic6  would  not  have  accepted  that 
bill  as  a  great  boon.  From  what  I  have 
stated,  i^  should  have  hoped  that  thedis- 
t^ussion  of  this  qu^BCkmwiU  dor  much  good 
in  tlu»  cotwitry ;  for  instead  of  being  a^aid 
t>f  ditrctiBsing  it,  I  wish  it  to  be  discQSBed 
BS  often  as  possible,  and  if  it  were  not  for 
tiring  the  house,  with  a  ^oo  frequent  repe- 
tion,  i  should  wish  it  to  be  discnssed  once 
«very  month,  iiatil  the  object  of  the  Catho^ 
lies  be  gained  ;  as  gained,  some  tiiwe  or 
other,  it  wilt  be.  The  more  the  people 
of  England  underhand  this  snbject,  the 
better  ;  for  then,  the  more  will  reason  pre- 
vail over  their  prejudice,  ibr  prejudices^ 
'at  present,  they  have.  I  am  not  saying 
that  this  discttssion  will  be  perfectly  suc- 
ce^si^l,  my  right  hon.  friend  has  not  urged 
his  argument  with  that  view ;  but  I  say 
that  the  eflect  of  the  frequent  discussion 
x»f  this  subject  will  be,  to  dispel  prejtfdice, 
Qtftd  that  is  not)  it  f^eems  to  me,  a  ditficdlt 
tnatHer  with  the  people  of  England,  for  the 
people  of  England  are  a  steady,  sober, 
thinking  people  ;  a  pec^  among  wh6m 
Icftowledge  is  viery  generally  diffti^,  who 
have  a  natural  love  of  justice,  who  always 
le€in  to  what  is  lair  and  equitable,  even  al- 
though it  may  appear  to  be  against  their 
interest — a  people  who  not  only  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  a  Iree  coni&tttution,  but  who 
wish  to  extend  its  blessings  to  those  who 
enjoy  them  not.  With  a  peopk  so  gifhed, 
a  people  so  blessed j  so  disposed,  it  is  no 
extravagant  expectation  that  reason  sliould 
-conquer  prejudice  ;  and  theretbre  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  frequent  discussion  of  this 
subject  will  have  an  unfavourable  efiect 
t>n  the  cause  of  the  Catholics ;  on  the  con- 
trary, my  firm  belief  is,  that  the  more  this 
subject  is  tiiscussed  the  niore  good  will  be 
done  to  the  cause,  and  the  sooner  we  shall 
arrive  at  that  which  is  most  earnestly  to  be 
desired,  «nd  most  strenuously  promoted,  a 
perfi*ct  harmony  betH'een  the  people  of 
>jRgland  and  of  Ii«!and,  without  which 
you  will  nevc^*  be  a  s(tiong  empire .-*•!  say 
VM  ^tM  never  be  a  strong  empire  witil 
WIHIfltaib  'Of  Iithtud  becoifte,  as  it  wore. 


it  part  of  the  British  people  ;  then,  but 
then  alone,  will  you  l^e  placed  in  that  at- 
titude in  which  you  may  securely  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  power  of  France. 

Lord  Casdsrtugh  in  explanation,  said ; 
Nothing,  in  the  shape  of  a  pledge,  or  any 
sort  of  understanding,  took  place  between 
the  government  and  the  Catholics,  which 
could  possibly  iistter  the  discretion  of  pftf- 
lituoent  on  the  subject  of  the  Catholic 
clafms  prior  to  the  union.  As  to  the  two 
papers  which  were  circulated  among  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  which  liave  been 
considered  as  proceeding  from  the  union, 
it  is  observable,  £rom  the  papers  them* 
selves,  they  were  not  intended  lor  the  pub- 
lic eye.  One  of  these  papers  is  staued  to 
ooiitain  a  declaration,  that  those  who  then, 
and  on  that'  occasion,  retired  from  the 
public  service,  considered  themselves  as 
pledged  not  to  accept  any  office  in  g^ern- 
ment,  until  the  Catholic  question  was  e«r- 
ried  in  ^vour  of  the  Catholics.  Wiiei% 
can  the  house  see  that  paper  in  an  authen- 
tic shape  ?  it  was  never  issued  here  in 
such  a  shape  as  to  make  any  individual  ti 
party  to  it  in  any  regular  manner.  With 
respect  to  tiie  other  paper,  I  did  state, 
that  although  that  paper  was  not  drttwti 
up  as  an  o&cial  cotfamunicatioti,  my  lord 
Cornwallis  communicated  it  to  the  Catho- 
lics in  Ireland,  as  that  which  Wds  under- 
stood to  be  descriptive  of  the  feelings  of 
those  who  retired  from  office.  That  is  to 
say,  that  puper,  so  communicated  by  my 
lord  Cornwallis  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
contained  what  were  supposed  to  be  the 
sentiments  of  certain  individuals  Who  had 
then  recently  retired  from  government, 
who  had  felt  themselves  unable  to  bring 
that  subject  forward  with  advantage,  or 
with  any  prospect  of  success.  But  the  house 
will  not  forget  that  those  very  gentlemen, 
who,  retired  from  their  situations  in  go- 
yernment,  because  they  could  not  succeed 
in  their  object  in  favour  of  tlie  Catholics, 
stated,  most  unequivocally,  that  if  the  Ca- 
tholic elaims  should  be  urged,  hostilely  to 
government,  those  very  individuals  who 
thus  retired  fi'om  government,  not  only 
vrouW  not  support,  but  would  sti'ennonsty 
oppose  the  assertion  ef  such  •claims. 
Now,  as  to  the  other  point  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Tgent.  has  atloded,  as  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  he  has 
told  us  that  hc,^nd  not  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford, vi'as  chiefly  instrumental  in  advisino' 
this  claim  to  be  made ;  and  even  he  ad- 
mits, that  the  answer  of  ithe  govemment  of 
this  country  wtxs,  that  they  ^li  not  think 
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the  claim,  if  made,  could  be  successful. 
The  truth  is,  that  even  that  administration, 
at  least  a  great  part  uf  that  administration, 
thought  Inat  the  bringing  tbtward  of  the 
claim,  at  that  time,  would  not  only  be  in- 
jurious to  the  claim  itself,  but  generally  in- 
jurious to  the  country.  So  that  we  ha?e 
It  clearly  proved,  that  even  that  applica- 
tion not  only  had  not  the  sanction  of  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  but  was  disapproved  by 
a  considerable  part  even  of  that  adminis- 
tration. They  thought  it  an  application 
which  could  not  serve  either  the  claim  it- 
self, or  the  country. 

Mr.  Wmdham  contradicted  the  statement 
of  lord  CasCicroagh,  respecting  the  mo- 
tives'which  urged  Mr.  Pitt  and  hia  col- 
leagues to  abdicate  the  government  in 
ISOI. 

Mr.  Yorke  expressed  a  particular  wish 
to  know  upon  what  authority  the  right 
boD.  gent.  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  grounded  his 
statement  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Irish  clergy  as  to  the  future  appointment 
of  their  Bishops;  as  that  circmnstance,  if 
well  founded,  must  serve  to  remove  a  prin- 
cipal objection  to  the  Catholic  claims  > 

Mr.i\}nJonijranswered,that  he  made  the 
statement  upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Mil- 
ner,  who  was  a  Catholic  Bishop  in  this 
country,  and  who  was  authorised  by  the 
Cathohc  Bishops  of  Ireland  to  make  the 
proposition,  in  case  the  measure  of  Catho- 
lic Emancipation  should  be  acceded  to. 
The  proposition  was  thif,  that  the  person 
to  be  nominated  to  any  vacant  bishopric 
should  be  submitted  for  the  king's  appro- 
bation ;  and,  that  if  the  approbation  was 
refused,  another  person  should  be  pro- 
posed, and  so  on  in  succession,  until  bis 
i|iajtisty's  approbation  should  be  obtained, 
so  that  the  appointment  should  fiu^illy 
rest  with  the  king. 

The  Chancr/hr  tf  tie  Exche^ier. — Sir  ; 
considering  the  lateness  of  the  night,  and 
the  state  of  this  nuestion,  as  it  stands  upon 
'  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on 
cither  side,  I  think  it  will  be  unnecessary 
for  me  to  derain  the  house  any  consider- 
able length  of  lime ;  1  shall  theretbre  com- 
press what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject 
Bs  much  as  I  can.  The  right  bon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Ponsonby),  was  indignant  that  this 
subject  should  be  taken  up  by  a  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  house  as  a 
party  question,  and  he  himself  disclaims 
party  feelings  and  party  motives  '"  '"" 
discussion  of  it 
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of  us  should  think,  from  their  cooduct, 
that  many  of  them  at  least  are  actuated  by 
party  motives ;  for,  however  strenuous 
they  may  now  appear  to  be  in  support  of 
this  application,  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Catholics,  yet  clear  it  is,  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  period  in  which  they  were  in 
his  majesty's  councils,  they  did  all  they 
could  to  prevent  this  very  subject  from 
being  brought  forward  at  all.  They  thought 
at  that  time,  and  they  thought  justly,  that 
such  an  application  was  not  likely  to  be  of 
use  to  the  Catholics,  or  to  the  country  ;  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  was  likely  to  produce 
mischief;  and  therefore  they,  moat  pru- 
dently and  politically,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent the  subject  from  being  brought  for- 
ward. They  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
only  personwhowas  then  desirous  of  bring- 
ing it  forward  from  moving  in  it.  They  then 
wanted  to  withhold  all  discussion  upon  the 
subject.  Why  do  they  brine  it  tiirward 
now?  Do  they  think  it  more  likely  to  be 
carried  now  than  it  would  have  been  then } 
Or,  supposing  it  not  likely  to  be  carried 
now,  do  they  think  it  likely  to  be  more  pro- 
ductive of  good  to  the  cause  of  the  Catho- 
lics now,  than  it  would  have  been  then  ? 
If  they  thousht,  only  a  year  ago,  that  the 
subject  could  not  be  brought  tbrward  to 
advantage  the  cause  which  they  are  so 
eager  to  support,  what  is  it  that  has  oper- 
ated to  create  so  great  a  change  in  their 
minds }  Oh !  but  they  tell  us,  that  al- 
though they  do  not  entertain  a  hope  they 
shall  succeed  in  their  application,  yet  the 
discussion  is  most  valuable,  will  do  incal- 
culable good  :  that  the  subject  is  of  such 
a  nature  that  it  cannot  be  discussed  too 
much :  that  the  more  it  is  discussed,  not 
only  the  more  it  will  be  to  the  advantage 
of  (he  Catholics,  but  the  more  it  will  be  to 
the  general  advantage  of  the  empire.  Now, 
1  wish  to  know  what  new  lights  have  so 
improved  their  vision,  as  to  make  them  so 
much  more  ciear-sighted  on  the  sudden, 
than  they  were  on  a  former  occasitm,  and 
if  tbe  case  be  so  clear,  as  they  say  it  ap- 
pears to  them,  how  f  omes  it  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  it  should  have  been  so  long  pro- 
tracted ?  I  know  of  no  other  circumstance 
of  alteration  in  the  present  period,  that 
makes  it  more  convenient,  in  the  views  of 
he  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  discuss 
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they  declined  the  discussion,  except  that 
of  their  being  in  power  then,  and  of  their 
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them  see  things  more  clearly  than  they 
did  when  they  were  in  power,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  discover  it.  They  brought  in  a  bill 
which  was  said  by  some  of  us,  at  the  time, 
to  be  a  measure  which,  if  carried,  would 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  Catholics ;  but 
we  are  corrected  in  our  judgment  in  that 
particular,  by  the  right  hon.  cent,  who 
now  assures  us  that  the  Catholics  would 
have  accepted  it  as  a  boon,  and  yet  so 
great  was  the  patriotism  of  its  authors, 
that  they  consented  to  withdraw  this  boon, 
leather  than  that  the  country  should  lose 
the  benefit  of  their  services.     It  may,  un- 
doubtedly,  be  true,  that  nothing  of  party 
mixes  in  this  business,  but,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  attend  it,  those  who 
draw  that  conclusion  may  be  excused  from, 
the  charge  of  drawing  an  unaccountable, 
or  even  rash,  conclusion.     I  beg  leave, 
however,  to  acquit  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  has  brought  this  subject  forward  to 
night,  from  any  desire  of  bringing  it  for- 
ward unfairly ;  on  the  contrary    he  has 
brought  it  forward  i«  the  most  temperate 
and  most  conciliating  manner  possible, 
and  I  am  glad  of,  and  happy  in,  the  op- 
portunity which   is  thus  aflbrded  me  of 
bearing  testimony  thereto. — ^As    to    the 
question  itself,  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  discussed  to-night,  and  particularly 
by  an  hon.  friend  behind  me,  leaves  me 
but  little  to  say..    The  opposition  which  I 
am  giving  on  this  occasion,  or  which  I 
have  given  to  this  subject,  or  any  other, 
is  not  founded  on  any  charge  I  have  to 
make  against  the  Irish  Catholics  for  dis- 
loyalty, or  disafiection  to  the  state.     Nor 
should  it  be  supposed  that  I  am  unwilling 
to  conciliate  the  people  of  Ireland,  or  un- 
willing to  tranquillize  Ireland,  or  to  do 
any  thing  in  my  power  that  appears  safe 
to  be  done,  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
harmony  among  all  classes  of  persons  in 
that  part  of  his  majesty's  dominions ;  but 
my  objection  has,  at  all  times,  been,  when 
this  question  has  come  under  considera- 
tion, this — ^that  I  do  in  my  conscience  be- 
lieve, that  this  measure,  if  adopted,  al- 
though intended  ever  so  sincerely  for  the 
purpose  of  tranquillizing  Ireland,  and  put- 
ting the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  in  a 
state  of  perfect  satisfaction,  will  not  have 
that  efiect ;  but  that  it  has  a  tendency  to 
the  contrary  way — for,  in  my  soul,  I  do 
believe,  that  nothing  can  be  more  likely 
to  4iitQrb  Ireland,  to  excite  in  it,  or,  when 
I,  to  increase  religious  animosity, 
f  the  measure  now  re- 
I  may  be  mistaken^ 


but  it  is  the  strong  conviction  of  my  mind.* 
— ^I  will  treat  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  G.  Pon- 
sonby)  as  fairly  as  I  can,  and  by  that  ar- 
gument we  have  his  testimony,  that  it  is 
his  opinion  the  granting  what  is  now  asked, 
would  not  satisfy  the  Catholics,  and  he 
tells  us  they  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  until 
you  have  granted  to  them  what  he  calls 
the  whole  of '  their  claims  upon  the  justice 
of  parliament :'  that  they  will  be  glad  to 
have  any  thing  that  you  will  give  them, 
but  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any 
thing  short  of  what  they  call  the  .whole  of 
their  claim  upon  your  justice.  Do  I  want 
more,  in  order  to  justify  me  in  opposing 
this  measure,  viewing  it  as  I  do,  than 
this  very  argument  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman ?  He  having  insisted  upon  it,  that 
if  this  be  granted  to  the  Catholics,  they 
have  still  a  right  to  more ;  that  they  ought 
to  apply,  and  that  at  some  favourable  op- 
portunity, they  will  apply,  for  more ; 
that  they  roust  apply  for  more.  Why, 
then,  according  to  this  argument,  if  your 
object  be  to  tranquillize  the  Catholics  and 
to  conciliate  them,  this  measure  will  not 
attain  that  end,  for  you  are  told  before 
hand,  that  more  will  be  applied  for,  and 
no  doubt  we  should  be  told  that  the  next 
claim  shall  be  allowed  in  order  to  tran- 
quillize the  Catholics,  and  with  no  better 
prospect  of  success  than  we  have  now. 
Then  it  comes  to  this,  that  if  you  mean 
to  tranquillize  the  Catholics,  by  granting 
what  they  ask,  you  must  grant  them  the 
whole  of  what  they  think  fit  to  ask.  If  it 
be  your  object  to  conciliate  them  by  such 
means,  you  cannot  stop  short,  but  must  go 
on  conceding,  until  you  have  satisfied 
them.  The  right  hon.  gent,  says,  '  that  if 
you  grant  to  the  Catholics  that  which  they 
now  ask  they  will  be  ready  to  accept  it'-^ 
ready  to  accept  it !  they  will  be  ready  then 
to  demand  it :  and  upon  the  same  principle 
they  would  then  be  desirous  of  possessing 
more  in  proportion  to  their  service  in  tlie 
state,  and  they  would  say  that  the  measure 
you  adopt  should  comprehend  the  whole  of 
their  claim,  and  that  they  were  entitled 
to  every  thing,  because  they  are  the  great 
majority,  and  on  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Pa  ley,  they  would  have  the  same  founda- 
tion in  reason  and  in  argument,  to  say  that 
the  whole  establishment  should  be  given 
up  to  them,  as  that  which  they  are  now 
asking.  You  cannot  satisfy  them  until 
you  go  that  length.  That  is  to  say,  the 
granting  what  is  now  asked,  would  not  sa- 
tisfy the  Catholics,  but  would  operate  a^ 
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a.  stimoKis  lo  greater  demAods ;  k  would 
be  giving  then  an  assucauce  that  they 
are  right  in  what  they  are  now  aaking,  and 
yoa  would  be  disposed  yourselves  imme* 
dialely  to  feel  that  you  were  acting  ui>- 
jusdy,  according  to  your  own  principles^ 
if  yott  withheld  11*001  them  that  which  iathe 
■atiiral  consequence -of  your  own  doc- 
trine; and  therefore,  upon  your  own  prin* 
ciple  of  tranquilliains;  Ireland,  by  con- 
cession to  the  Catholics,  if  you  mean  to 
act  wisely  by  Ireland,  and  wisely  by  the 
whole  empire  too,  you  abould  not  attempt 
to  procure  your  tranquillity  by  halves,  or 
by  short  measure,  bul  you  aliou]4  do  the 
whole  at  once.  If  you  mean  U>  satisfy  the 
Catholics  by  concesaioa,  you  sboald  make 
up  your  minds  to  establish  the  Roman 
Catholic.  rebgioD  in  Ireland,  and  then  you 
will  satisfy  the  Catholics,  but  short  of  that 
you  never  can  satisfy  them  by  concession: 
for,  upon  yoQT  own  principle,  they  would 
be  most  unwise  persons  to  be  satisfied 
with  what  you  now  propose.  But  let  us 
tupposib,  fer  a  moment,  that  they  should  be 
'satisfied,  then  it  is  atledged,  that  you  will 
have  tranquiUiaed  Ireland.  I  am  not  sure 
of  that.  There  are,  in  Ireland,  those  who 
are  not  CathoUcs.  What  are  we  to  say  to 
all  the  Protestant  Churchmen;  and  to 
the  Protestant  Dissenters?  It  is  said, 
that  the  Protestant  Dissenters  ate  in  fiivour 
^of  this  application.  We  have  testimony 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  to  the  conr 
trary,  and  we  have  now  upon  your  table 
a  Petition  to  the  contrary  eiiect.  We 
have  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  we  have  the  evidence  of  an 
bon.  member  of  this  house,  that  we  should 
dissatisfy  the  Churchmen'  of  Ireland  by 
adopting  this  measure.  There  certainly 
are  many  in  Ireland  who  do  not  think  well 
of  thift  measure.  As  to  the  Prdtestant 
Dissenters  of  Ireland,  we  do  not  know  that 
Uiey  are  likely  to  be  conciliated  by  it;  at 
present  we  have  no  complaint  from  them ; 
they  do  not  appear  to  consider  much 
abou(  the  progress  of  the  ciaims  of  th^ 
ItoBHUA  Catholics. — So  much,  for  the  pre- 
sent, for  the  dlspositiMis  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  But  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
take  very  short  measure  indeed  of  the 
opinions,  the  sentiments,  the  dispositions 
and  the  feelings  of  this  part  of  the  united 
empire,  if  he  supposed,  that  because  there 
are  no  petitions  against  this  measure,  the 
people  of  England  are  not  against  it. 
There  is  bat  one  county  in  England  in 
which  this  subject  appears  to  have  been 
cKs^usaed^  that  ia  the  county  of  Oxford. 


Xhere  it  was  expressly  determined  not  to 
petition ;  but  for  what  reason  ? — Because 
they  felt  it  tg  be  unnecessary;  they  kxiew» 
full  well,  that  the  measure  proposed  would 
not  be  adopted  by  this  house.  I  believe 
that  to  be  the  acting  principle  that  operated 
upon,  the  minds  ot  the  great  mass  of  the 
Protestants  ^  this  country.  They  are 
silent,  becaij^e  they  are  satisfied,  au)d  rest 
secure  in  the  confidence  they  repose  io 
this  house,  that  it  will  watch  with  care,  the 
constitution  of  their  country,  without  theic 
interference.  The5>e  are  the  grounds 
which  make  it,,  in  my  opinion,  e^ctrem^^ly 
desirable  that  this  measure  should  not  be 
countenanced  by  this  house,  at  the  present 
moment.  In  my  conscience  I  do  believe, 
that  if  it  were  adopted,  it  would  not  pro* 
duce  any  good,  but  would  increase  the 
very  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  recnove. 
As  to  the  articles  of  the  union,  which  have 
been  pressed  into  the  service  of  this  de<» 
bate.  It  is  well  ^newn  that  my  noble  friend 
and  myself  agree  entirely  ou  that  &ub« 
ject ;  and  we  both  agree  that  parliament 
ia  under  no  pledge  to  support  this  mea* 
sure  on  that  account ;  we  also  agree^  that 
under  the  present  circumstances,  v^bat  ia 
now-  asked,  ought  not  to  be  granted ;  but, 
why  should  I  not  go  farther,  and  say,  be« 
caujse  I  happen  to  think,  that  the  eouatry 
would  not  Qome  se  soon  ij>to  a  condition 
in  which  it  xMy  be  prudent  to  entertain 
measures  of  this  kind,  as  my  noble  friend 
seems  to  imagine,  or  rather  to  entertain  a 
hope.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  see  nothing 
that  makes  it  adviseable  at  the  present  mo* 
ment.  What  may  be  the  situation  of  tho 
world,  and  perhaps,  of  this  vary  religioo 
itself  hereafter,  that  may  make  such  a 
measure  as  this  expedient,  does  not  belong 
to  any  human  being  to  foretell :  we  can 
only  decide  according  to  the  lights  which 
we  possess  at  present ;  and  here  I  beg 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  if  there 
should  be  such  an  alteration  in  the  ajBTairs 
of  the  world,  or  in  the  nature  of  this  reli-f 
gion  itself,  as  to  put.  this  que&tion  in  a 
difiereot  shape^hereafter,  then,  consistently 
with  what  I  have  done,  and  am  now  doiiigj 
I  may  assent  to  th^  propriety  of  adopting 
some  measure  far  the  purpose  of  granting 
what  the  Catholics  may  then  seek.  But 
that  is  an  event  which  I  do  not  antic i-> 
pate ;  a(i  event  which  cannot  happen,  to 
me,  without  a  great  alteration  of  the  oplr 
nion  which  I  hold  at  present,  although,  if 
I  should  change  my  opinion,  Jl  shall  readily 
avow  that  change,  without  dreading  any 
charge  that  may  b$  birought  against  mn^ 
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for  inconsistency. — I  shall  not  enter  into  a 
detail  of  my  objections  to  the  measure  at 
present,   but   shall   content  myself  with 
saying,  most  distinctly,  that  on  this  ques- 
tion, whether  I  consider  it  on  the  ground 
of  the  time  in  which  it  has  been  brought 
forward,  or  on  its  own  merits,  my  vote 
would  be  the  same  upon  all  these  matters, 
if  I  took  any  one  of  them  separately,  as  it 
now  is  about  to  be  on  taking  them  toge- 
ther.    I  am  so  far  from  objecting  to  the 
manner   in   which   it    has   been   brought 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  that   I 
think  Tfe  are  much  indebted  to  him  for  the 
temperance  and  moderation  which  distin- 
guished his  address  to  the  chair.     But  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  he  has  proposed  to 
proceed  upon  the  subject,  I  think  it  would 
be    very   objectionable,    even    supposing 
there  were  no  other  objections  than  those 
which  I  have  stated  to  it;  for  if,  with  all 
his  general  and  his  specihc  knowledge  of 
this  subject,  the  rjght  hon.  gent,  cannot 
trust  hinOself  so  fer  as  to  bring  forward  a 
distinct  proposition  which  he  will  recom- 
mend to  the  house  as  likely  to  satisfy  the 
Roman  Catholics,   I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  prospect,  by  discussion  in 
a  committee,  of  devising  a  plan  by  which 
you  are   likely  to  pfoduce  the  good  in- 
tended, or  any  good  whatever.     And  al- 
though the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
G.  Ponsonby)  observes,  that  this  is  only 
a  motion  that  you  shouTO  examine  the  sub- 
ject, that  observation  has  no  weight  with 
ihe  ;    for  if  the  friends  of  this  measure 
had  any  proposition  which  they  themselves 
thought  fit  to  be  assented  to,  they  might 
have  proposed  that  measure  without  refer- 
ence to  the  suppositiea  that  it  might  be 
opposed  by  me,  or  the  chance  of  its  being 
supported  by  me,  because  the  gromid  on 
which  I  resist  this  is,  that  we  have,  in  my 
opinion,  gone  already  too  far  in  conces- 
-irr^ns  to  the  Catholics ;  that  is,  that  we  have 
gone  farther  than  principle  requires  us  to 
go,  and  that  we  are  arrived  at  that  situa- 
tion of  things,  in  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
make  a  stand,  for  the  question  is  upon  the 
principle.     If,  therefore,  I  do  not  find  my 
mind  ready  to  admit  that  the  end  which 
you  have  in  view  ought  to  be  obtained,  I 
oaght  not,  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  to  en- 
courage you  to  proceed  in  the  mode  by 
if^ch  you  hope  to  gain  it. 

Mr.   Whithrcad. — Sir;  I  shall  not  now 

on  the  patience  of  the  house,  for 

because  it  is  much  too 

ition ;  secondly,  that  if 

-e  others 'better  cfntitled 


to  it,  and  who  may  wish  to   claim  it. 
should,  however,  wish  to  make  some  c 
servations,  if  gentlemen  are  disposed, 
this  period  of  the  debate,  to  hear  what 
member  has  to  ofter — if  not,  I  should  hui 
bly  propose  that  this  debate  be  adjournc 
I  am  aware  that  I  have  but  slender  claiii 
upon  your  attention,  but  some  things  ha> 
been  uttered  in  the  course  of  this  debat 
upon  which  I  could  wish  to  make  a  fe 
observations.    I   should   suppose,   from 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  house,  an 
of  the  arguments  upon  this  question,  v, 
can  hardly  expect  to  conclude  the  debat 
to-night ;  for  which  reasons  I  move  yoi 
sir.  That  this  house  do  now  adjourn. — i 
mixed  cry  of  hear  !  hear  !  Adjourn  !  ad 
journ  ?    go  on  !  go  \)n  !  instantly  ensued 
The  Speaker  accordingly  put  the  ques 
tion,  and  the  motion  for  an  adjournmen 
was  negatived  by  general  acclamation. 

Mr.  Whithread  then  continued: — lam  noi 
disposed,  sir,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  the  question  of  adjournment,  for,  to 
myself,  individually,  it  is  no  great  incon- 
venience to  proceed,  because  what  I  have 
to  say,  is  but  short,  and  because  it  is  chiefly 
in  answer  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  who 
is  the  leading  minister  of  the  crown  on 
some  occasions ;  but,  who,  in  connection 
with  his  colleagues,  seems  to  have  wished 
to  have  passed  over  in  silence  this  ques- 
tion, after  the  eloquent,  the  wise,  and,  to 
my  mind,  convincing  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  ;  that  silence  which  followed 
it  bespoke  its  character,  which  was,  that  it 
was  unanswerable  ;  the  silence  however, 
was,  at  last,  broken ;  lest  ministers  should 
appear  to  the  world  incapable  of  giving  it  an 
answer;  but  it  is  extraordinary  that  such  an- 
swer should  come,  not  from  the  minister 
who  is  hostile,  but  one  whom  I  believe  to  be, 
in  his  heart,  friendly,  to  the  measure.  But 
Although  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  a  noble  lord  in  the 
other  house  of  parliament  (lord  Hawkes- 
bliry),  are  averse  from  granting  any  con- 
cession whatever  to  the  Catholics,  at  any 
time  whatever,  yet  the  right  hon.  gent.  W\\\ 
give  me  leave  to  tell  him,  that  notwith- 
standing the  present  plenitude  of  his  pow- 
er, the  time  is  coming,  and  it  is  not  very 
distant,  when  the  Catholic  claims  will  be 
conceded,  and  that  perhaps,  unanimously; 
or  something  very  near  it. — But,  it  has  been 
often  said,  and  said  very  wisely,  because 
truly,  that  governments  never  will  leara 
good  sense  by  experience  ;  if  that  can  be. 
said  of  any  govenunent  in  this  world,  it  may 
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well  be  said  of  tbe  govemment  of  this  coun- 
try, this  day.     Good  God  1  when  we  look 
back  at  the  history  of  oar  own  country — 
when  we  look  at  the  reign  of  £lizabeth,with 
her  great  constitutional  advisers — ^wben  we 
see  that  in  that  spirit  of  concession  so 
much  of  her  power  consisted — ^when  we 
see  that  the  unfortunate  Charles  refused  to 
concede  intime^and  although  he  conceded 
afterwards  more  than  was  asked  of  him^ 
his  concession  coming  too  late,   lost  its 
value,  and  he  lost  his  life — ^when,  I  say, 
we  contemplate  these  things,  and  look  at 
what  is  passing  now  before  us,  what  shall 
we  say  of  the  obstinacy  of  those  ministers 
who  refuse  to  entertain  the  present  appli- 
cation ?    One  right  hon.  gent,  has  thought 
fit,  to  night,  as  well  as  at  other  times,  to 
chastise  some  persons  in  this  house  for  act- 
ing upon  party  spirit.    That  right  hon. 
ffent.   and  myself  have  diiiered  a  good 
deal  in  debates  in  this  house ;  I  have  voted 
often,  pretty  uniformly,  on  the  one  side  ; 
and  he  as  often,  and  as  uniformly,  on  the 
'^  other;  and  that,  perhaps,  without  either  of 
us  being  a  party  man  in  the  reproachful 
sense  of  that  word.  But,  whether  I  ought  to 
be  denominated  a  party  man  or  not«  1  own 
that  I  have  what  may  be  called  party  feel- 
ings ;  that  is,  I  prefer  one  set  of  men  to 
another  set  of  men,  because  I  prefer  tbie 
principles  of  one  set  of  men,  to  those  of 
another,  and  I  have  no  difficulty  in  admit- 
ting it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  party  feeling 
should  exist  in  this  country,  and  that  we 
should  all  act  as  party  men,  in  resisting 
the  measures  of  others,  when  we  are  con- 
vinced that  such  measures  are  injurious  to 
the  true  interests  oP  our  country ;   and  i 
have,  in  that  sense  of  the  phrase,  acted  as 
a  party  man,  and  have  voted  with  those 
whose   principles  appeared  to  me  to  be 
founded  on  the  best  mckxims  of  our  consti- 
tution; men  who  have  Elled  a  consider- 
able space  in  the  public  eye,  and  whosf 
talents  have  often  been  admired  in  this 
house,  where  they  have  been  strenuously 
and  honourably  exerted  for  so  many  years. 
Our  ministers  profess  much  earnestness  for 
ihe  true  principles  of  religion,  and  they 
must  know  that '  the  service  of  our  Maker, 
is  perfect  freedom.'     And  yet  they  desire 
you  not  to  discuss  this  subject !    *  Do  not 
discuss  this  subject,'  say  they,  'you  should 
not  attempt  it,   because  you  know  that 
what  you  ask  cannot  be  granted.    You 
will  disappoint  the  Catholics  by  it;  and 
what  will  be  the  consequence  of  that  dis- 
appointment ?    Rage  in  the  breasts  of  the 
CfttholicsZ—Good  God  !    how  often  has 


this  senseless  answer  been  given  in  this 
house  upon  other  occasions,  and  how  often 
has  the  absurdity  of  it  been  exposed !  How 
often  have  we  heard  in  discussions  upon 
the  abolition  of  that  detestable  traffic,  the 
Slave  Trade,  which  was  so  long  a  staia 
upon  the  character  of  this  country,  but 
which,  thank  God,  is  no  longer  so ;  but 
how  often,  I  say,  has  it  been  said  in  these 
discussions,  '  you  will  kindle  a  rage  in 
the  breasts  of  the  negroes,  and  if  you 
should  succeed  in  your  object  of  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  which 
we  trust  in  God  you  will  not,  but  if  you 
should  succeed  in  your  object,  there  will 
be  a  general  massacre  in  the  islands;  for 
the  negroes  will  be  content  with  nothing 
short  of  tdtal  emancipation: — such  will  be 
the  result  of  your  humanity.' — ^\Ve  now 
see  how  senseless  all  that  species  of  rea- 
soning was ;  if  indeed  reasoning  it  can 
be  called.  The  administration,  however, 
in  whose  time  that  glorious  measure  of  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  was  accom- 
plished, by  a  virtuous  perseverance  in 
their  objects  gained  their  end.  They  were 
faithful  to  the  cause  which  they  espoused, 
nor  did  they  remit  their  labours  until  they 
had  finished  the  great  and  good  work.  But 
the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Wilberforce,) 
who  took  so  leading  a  part  in  that  aboli- 
tion, can  now  see,  in  that  administration, 
nothing  but  party  spirit !  Thus,  the  very 
men  who  were  allowed  to  be  perfectly  con* 
sistent  in  their  support  of  him  in  the  Aboli* 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  allowed  to  have 
genuine  feelings  of  humanity  towards  the 
African  negroes  as  their  fellow  creatures^ 
if  they  presume  to  express  a  fellow  feeling 
for  their  fellow  creatures  in  Ireland^  are 
now  to  be  charged  by  him  with  agitating 
a  dangerous  question  upon  party  spirit. — 
[Hear !  hear !  ] — ^If  that  hon.  gent,  does  not 
say  so,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  I  am  in  a 
dteam.  He  will  give  me  leave  to  say,  I 
firmly  believe  that  what  he  did  on  that 
occasion  was  from  the  pure  spirit  of  doing 
good  to  a  large  portion  of  the  human  race, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  do  a  great  good  ta 
his  country.  The  right  hon.  gent,  who  hag 
moved  this  measure  in  this  house  to-night^ 
did  it  from  the  same  motive,  and  if  I  sup-> 
port  that  motion,  from  what  the  hon.  gent, 
may  choose  to  call  party'  spirit,  what  then  ? 
if  it  be,  as  I  think  it  is,  of  advantage  to  the 
empire.  I  think  it  essential  to  the  general 
interest  of  the  empire  that  the  CathoUca 
should  know  there  is,  in  this  house,  a  party 
that  has  not  deserted  their  cause,  and  that 
there  is  no  Recriminating  or  furio^is.  spirit 
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on  this  side  the  house  that  is  hostile  to 
their  interest,  by  provoking  an  intemperate 
discussion  of  their  claims,  and  furnishing 
their  opponents  with  an  excuse  for  deny- 
ing to  do  them  justice  ;  for  in  that  respect 
my  right  hon.  friend  who  brought  this 
subject  forward  to-night,  set  an  example 
woilby  the  imitation  of  any  gentlemen 
\7ho  may  choose  to  take  part  in  this  de- 
bate ;  and  as  to  the  mode  proposed  for 
future  proceeding,  I  own  I  differ  entirely 
from  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
and  who  has  so  strenuously  objected  to 
this  measure,  for,  by  this  mode,  no  fetters 
will  be  fastened  on  the  future  discretion  of 
the  house  as  to  what  shall  be  its  ulterior 
proceeding.  Should  the  house  go  into  a 
committee,  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  it 
must  be  open  to  every  member  of  that 
committee,  jto  propose  whatever  he  may 
think  fit.  I  think  it  essential  that  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  should  know  there  is  in 
this  house  a  considerable  body  of  persons 
seriously  attached  to  their  interests,  and 
bent  upon  pursuing  such  interests  with 
temperance  and  moderation,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  persevering  firmness.  But 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer says,  that  when  the  late  adminis- 
tration were  in  power,  they  kept  this  sub- 
ject back.  This  is  an  extraordinrry  charge 
to  make  upon  that  administration,  and  the 
quarter  whence  it  comes  is  still  more  ex- 
traordinary. A  bill  was  brought  in  by  a 
noble  friend  of  mine  (lord  Howick,  now 
earl  Grey),  it  was  violently  opposed  by 
the  right  hon  gent. — ^we  know  its  fate. 
But  what  has  happened  in  the  interim  be- 
tween that  time  and  this  ?  ,  Is  it  not  well 
known  that  that  right  hon.  gent,  is  pos- 
sessed of  his  present  power  from  that  very' 
incident  ?  Is  not  that  the  seat  on  which 
he  sits  ?  Is  it  not  the  pedestal  on  which 
he  stands,  when  he  harangues  us,  or  when 
he  endeavours  to  inflame  the  vulgar  mind 
with  the  cry  of '  no  popery  V  Was  it  not 
the  pltitform  on  which  he  erected  himself 
when  that  mischievous  yell  was  echoed  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  which  are  inha- 
bited by  the  constituents  and  connections 
of  that  right  hon.  gent.  ?  A/id  when  that 
furious  cry  is  raised,  should  we  not  endea- 
vour to  answer,  and  to  allay  it?  But  it 
seems,  that  while  our  friends  were  in  ad- 
ministration, imd  the  duke  of  Bedford  at 
the  head  of  it,  in  Ireland,  this  subjeqt  was 
not  brought  forward  in  its  present  shape. 
The  duke  of  Bedford  is  a  nobleman  of  great 
abilities  and  virtue  ;  his  actions  plead  for 
him  better  than  I,  or  any  other  man  could 


do,  who  might  wish  to  be  his  advocate 
The  dystem  of  poKcy  which  he  adopted 
and  pursued  in  Ireland,  was  the  only  one 
that  can  ever  succeed  there. — A  system; 
of  conciliation;  and  the  arrangement  of 
that  part  of  it,  which  more  immediately! 
related  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  na-l 
turally  devolved  upon  my  right  hon.  friend 
near  me,  (Mr.  G.  Ponsonby) ;  hischarac-| 
ter,  connections,  and,  above  all,  his  com-i 
manding  talents,  pointed  him  out  as  an! 
eminently  fit  person  to^  whom  to  entrust! 
the  care  of  that  important  object  Butj 
when  my  noble  friend  brought  in  the  bill! 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  right  hon.j 
gent,  opposite  to  me,  considered  it  as  a 
'  tub  thrown  out  to  the  whale,'  when  of- 
fered to  the  Catholics,  with  a  view  of  satis- 
fying them ;  but  mischief  attended  it,  he 
said,  in  every  other  point.  I  pay  it  was 
justice  only,  to  the  Catholics,  justice  which 
even  my  lord  Clare  himself  wished  them 
to  have  in  the  year  1793.  It  was  then  the 
right  hon.  gent,  raised  the  cry  of '  no  po- 
*  pery,^ —  *  The  church  is  in  danger,' 
'  The  constitution  is  in  danger,'  '  The 
'  empire  is  in  danger.'  This  the  right  hon. 
gent,  did,  I  will  not  say,  for  time-derving 
purposes,  but  I  will  say,  that  if  such  had 
been  his  object,  his  conduct  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  been*  better  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  right  hon.  gent,  now  assumes 
an  original  independence  of  opinion  upon 
this  subject.  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  favour  of 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics ;  does  the  right 
hon.  gent,  mean  to  say  that  he  ever  dif- 
fered from  Mr.  Pitt  in  any  one  shade  of 
this  subject  ?  No,  I  am  bound  to  suppose 
that  he  did  not.  I  am  bound,  by  his  ac- 
tions, to  suppose  that  he  did  not.  Bat  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  a  cabinet  coun- 
sellor at  the  time,  did  pledge  himself  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  obtain  for  them 
redress  in  the  event  of  the  imion  taking 
place  ;  although  he  now  maintains  that 
there  was  no  pledge  to  that  effect ;  that 
the  union  was  for  political  purposes  only, 
to  give  us  greater  power  for  resisting  the 
common  enemy.  But  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  hon. 
'gent,  behind  him,  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  who 
has  no  party  prejudices  at  all,  have  asked 
what  difference  there  is  between  the  pre- 
sent time  and  that  of  1805,  so  as  to  render 
the  present  application  on  behalf  of  the 
Catholics  necessary  ?  To  which  I'answer  ; 
there  is  a  great  difference.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the 
public  opinion  upon  the  subject.  When 
the  bill  which  has  been  so  ofWn  alluded  to. 
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was  brought  into  this  house  by  my  noble  |  whose  duty  it  is  to  check,  not  to  create 
fiiend,  so  little '  danger  was  apprehended    fury  iq  any  of  the  king's  subjects^  vrould 


from  it,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  ob- 
servations of  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  it  would  have  wholly 
passed  without  observation.  It  would 
have  passed  into  a  law  quietly,  and  would 
have  quieted  its  objects,  if  it  had  not  b^n 
for  the  cry  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
raised  against  it,  and  that  has  thrown  the' 
nation  back  a  century  in  the  scale  of  liberal 
opinion.  In  some  places,  however,  thank 
Heaven,  the  object  was  totally  disappoijat^ 
ed.  But  in  others,  the  yeU  became  tre- 
mendous^ and  prejudices  were  rekindled 
into  fury.  Surely  tl^e  right  hon.  gent., 
upon  reflection,  must  shudder  ajb  the  effect 
of  his  own  work.  For  much  of  tjie  mis- 
chief crealted  ^y  this  cry  we  baye  the  au- 
thority of  a  learned  friend,  of  paine,  who  is 
no  longer  a  member  of  thi^  house,  but.  who 
was  once  an  ornament  to  it,  ajid  whose 
brilliant  talents  and  splendid  eloquence,  at 
once  convinced  and  delighted  us — ^I  speak 
of  Mr.  Plunkett,  whose  speech  upon  that 
subject,  in  this  house,  will  n^t  be  forgotten, 
while  they  live,  by  those  who  heard  it. 
He  told  i^s  thp  mischiefs  product  by  the 
restless  spirit  that  raised  tha^  ciy  of  '  no 
'  popery.'  Would  the  right  hon.  gent,  set 
down  the  at^thority  of  such  a,  man.  as  Mr. 
Plunkett,  upon  such  a  subject,  as. nothing 
at  al)  ?  And  upon  this  subject  a  gallant  ot 
ficer  (Mr.  M.  Matthew)  spoke  aiso^most 
correctly,  and  with  very  justifiable  anima- 
tion. The  right  hon.  gent,  may  think 
that  this  cry  of'  no  popery/  is  the  genuine 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  England  ;  now. 
Upon  that  point  I  will  take  Westminster 
against  Northampton — ^At  Northampton, 
indeed,  the  cry  of  '  no  popery^ — *  church 
«  and  king  for  ever,'  h^d  their  effect,  no 
doubt — But  at  Westminster  it  had  none 
whatever ;  and  the  right  hon.  gent:  will 
hardly  contend  tjiat  there  is  more  intelli-' 
gencein  Northampton  than  there  is  in 
Westminster.  With  the  enlightened  part 
of  the  community  that  delusion  is  done 
^way.  And  the  discussion  of  this  question, 
if  it  took  place  from  day  to  day,  would  soon 
open  the  eyes  of  the.public,  and  we  should 
hear  no  more  about '  popish  plots,'  or  '  the 
church  is. in  danger.'  Mr.  Eox  said,  that 
the  moment  of  delusion  frotn  fanaticism, 
was  passed  av^ray  never  to  return.  Mr. 
Fox  was' a  man  of  the  most  transcendant 
talents  that  ever,  perhaps,  adorned  human 
life,  but  in  this  he  was  no  prophet.  When 
he  said  this,  he  little  thought  that  his 
mjuesty's   attorney   general^   an   oflScer 


have  lent  himself  to  the  work  of  throviring^ 
the  vulgar  part  of  maiddnd  into  a  species 
of  fanatic  phrenzy,  and  then  avail  himself 
of  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaiuiijg  political 
power.     And  therefore  no  wonder  that 
Mr.  FoXf  fi'om  his  unsuspecting  natui-e, 
was  not  A  pjrophet  on  this  occasion.     But 
the  right  hon.  gent,  has  told  us,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
what  you  now  propose  to  give  to  them,  for 
that  they  are  coming  on  perpetually   to 
demand  one  privilege  after  another.     It  is 
your  faults  tha,t  they  are  lefl  to  come  to 
you  firom  tijne  to.  time^  to  demand  more 
and  more  j.usti^e  at  your  hands.    But  the 
right  hon.  geut.  says,  that  if  you  grsmt 
what  is  now  asked  o£  you,  you  must  go  on 
untij  there  is  nothing  left  to  be  granted. 
This  might  a3  well  have  beeen  said  ia  the 
year   1788,  and  in  the  year  1793,  when 
some  things  were  granted  to  the  Catholics, 
as  at  this  moment.     It  is  an  argument,  {if, 
indeed,  it  is  not  dignifying  it  too  much  to 
give  it  that  name,)  which  would  have  done 
just  as  well  at  any  period,  as  it  will  do 
now,  because   it    goes  againdt  granting 
the  Catholics  any  thing,  at  any  time ;  and 
if  it  even  were  true,  would  be  a  satire  on 
the  legislature  for  every  thing  it  ever  did 
for  the  Catholics.    3ut  it  seems  the  mode 
here  proposed,  of  going  into  a  committee, 
is  objectionable ;.  that  you.  should  not  go 
into,  that    committee    unless    something 
specific  were  pointed  out  to  be  done;^ 
that  we  should  say,  before  hand,  what  is 
to  be  done  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  sponta- 
neous Petition  of  30^000  persons  shalLbe 
passed  over,  instead  of  being  referred  to  a 
committee,  because  it  is.apprehended,  by 
some,  that  you  tnay  do  something  too 
little,  for  the  Catholics,  and  so  displease 
them,  or,  if  you  please,  you  may,  possibly, 
do  something  so  ids  too  much,  as.  to  difr- 
please  others ; .  then,  I  say,  this  is  reason^ 
ing  in  favour  of  going  into  a  committee, 
because  there  you  willhav.e  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  what  will,  or  what  will  not 
satisfy  the  Catholics,  or  their  opponents ; 
otherwise  yo^  may  as  well  say  that,  the 
whole  of  your  penal  co^e  against  the  Catho^ 
lies  should  have  remained  entiise.     Upon 
the  reasoning  of  the  chancellor  of.  the 
exchequer,  you  were  quite  wrong  in.  what 
you  granted  to  the  college  of  Maynooth 
the  other  day — ^that  jgrant,.  pitifiil  as  I 
think  it  was,  was  yet  too  much^  for,  if  he 
be  right  in  his  argument,  it  should  not 
have  been,  granted  at  alt    Nay^  upon  his 
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reasoning  you  should  rescind  altogether 
the  grants  which  the  legislature  has,  from 
time  to  time,  made  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics ;  for  they  are  the  source  of  all  their  dis- 
contents. All  this,  I  say,  is  false  reason- 
ing, and  I  hope  this  house  will  view  it  in 
that  .light,  and  that  you  will  go  into  a 
committee  4ipon  this  subject,  to  inquire 
what  is  best  to  be  done.  We  shall  then  see 
what  it  is  the  friends  of  the  Catholics  wish 
to  do,  and  if  you  find  they  aim  at  too' 
much,  you  can  then  oppose  them.  But 
do  not  say  you  will  not  hear  their  Petition; 
for  that  is  the  course  now  recommended 
to  you  liy  those  who  oppose  it.  But  the 
right  hon.  gent,  says,  that  if  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  shall  be  changed  at  any 
time,  he  shall  then  be  willing  to  consi- 
der whether  any  thing  farther  can  be 
granted  to  its  profesors.  What  change 
does  he  want  ?  Does  he  want  the  Pope  to 
become  a  temporal  nonentity  ?  If  that  be 
the  change  he  wants,  that  change  is  al^ 
ready  ejected.  But, '  the  king  should  have 
the  ijiomination  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  in 
Ireland,  instead  of  the  Pope.'  That  again 
is,  in  substance,  ofiered  to  you ;  for  the  Ca- 
tholics propose  that  the  king  shall  have' a 
negative  upon  every  one  of  them,  and  that 
none  shall  officiate  as  bishop  who  shall  not 
have  obtained  the  approbation  of  bis  ma- 
jesty. I  know  not  whether  the  right  hem. 
gent,  calls  that  any  change  in  the  religion 
of  the  Catholics  or  not,  but  I  think  itought 
to  quiet,  his  apprehensions.  As  to  the  ob- 
jection which  has  been  started  against  the 
Catholics  having  commands  at  sea,  lest 
chaplains  of  that  persuasion  should  be  ap- 
pointed, and  that  they  should  throw  the 
crew  into  confusion  by  endeavouring  to 
make  proselytes,  I  own  I  see  nothing  in  it 
— ^the  chaplain  will  hardly  wade  through 
blood  and  brains  to  settle  controversial 
doctrines — sailors  will  hardly  debate  on 
board  a  ship,  upon  the  question  of,  whether 
the  Thirty  Nine  Articles  ought  to  be 
agreed  to  or  not?  Nor  do  I  apprehend  that 
soldiers  in  a.  camp  will  debate  the  question 
of  Whether  their  chaplain  ought  to  be  ca- 
nonized or  consecrated  by  the  Pope  or 
not?  These  are  difficulties  which  are 
started  for  their  own  sake  merely.  But 
that  which  almost  astounds  me,  and  must, 
I  think,  astonbh  the  house,  is  the  profound 
silence  to-night  of  a  profoundly  learned, 
and  sometimes  not  a  little  conficlent,  right 
hon.  gent.  (Dr.  Duigenan) ;  surely  there  is 
something  ominous  in  that  silence.  He 
was  introduced  into  the  privy  council  of 
Iielaadfor  the  purpose  of  giving  his  opi- 


nion on  Irish  ecclesiastical  concerns :  wh^ 
does  h^  now  withhold  that  vahiable  opi 
nion  from  this  house  ?  On  former  occa 
sions  he  has  been  abundantly  communi 
cative,  for  we  all  remember  that  in  a  pam 
phlet  of  great  length,  as  well  as  learning 
he,  some  time  ago,  spoke  of  the  Catholic.^ 
in  such  a  manner,  that  some  persons  con- 
sidered what  he  said  as  open  calumny 
and  amon^  those  who  so  considei'ed   it 
were  a  Judge  and  Jury  acting  upon  theii 
oaths  in  a  court  of  justice,  for  the  pub- 
lisher of  that  pamphlet  has  been  convicted 
as  a  slanderer  for  language  used  in  the 
pamphlet  of  that  learned  and,  now,  right 
hon.  gent. — ^But  this  question  seems  to  me 
to  be  of  great  importance  in  another  point 
of  view,     i  mean  as  to  the  effect  of  your 
refusal  to  take  off  the  shaclcles  of  the 
Roman  Catholics.     You  say  that  you  can- 
not believe  them  upon  their  oaths  when 
they  swear  fidelity  to  your  constitution, 
and  ask  you  to'  trust  them  to  fight  in   its 
defence.     They  say  to  you,  '  For  God's 
sake  let  us  be  free,  that  we  may  fight  for 
you.'     To  which  you  answer,  *•  No,  you 
.  are  most  unreasonable  men — ^What !  do  you 
want  your  hands  untied !  How  do  we  know 
what  use  you  will  make  of  them  if  we  do 
untie  them  ?'  To  which  they  may  subjoin, 
<  Take  care  that  you  do  not  make  us  break 
our  chains  ourselves,  for  if  we  do,  that  will 
take  away  every  claim  you  have  on  us  for 
our  assistance,  in    the  hour  of  peril/ — 
There  is  one  thing,  however,   at  which  I 
anr  able  to  rejoice  in  the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  that  of  Our  having  entirely  gcft 
rid  of  a  bug-bear  ;  I  mean  the  Coronation 
Oath.     There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the 
ti-ue  spirit  of  that  oath,  which   militates 
against  the  king's  assent  to  any  measure 
which  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature may  present    to    his   majesty   in 
fevour  of  the  Roman  Catholics.     Not  one, 
even  of  the  most  strenuous  opponents  of 
this  measure,  will  now  talk  of  the  Coro- 
nation Oath  ;  they  are  beaten  out  of  it  ; 
they  are  ashamed  to   mention  it  again. 
That  is  one  of  the  advantages  which  have 
arisen  from  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 
But  it  served  one  admirable  purpose  for 
the  right  hon.  gent.  :  the  purpose  of  elec- 
tion— an*insult  to  the  good  sense   of  the 
people  of  this  country.     But  the  insults 
which  you  have  ofiered  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  have  been  still  worse.  What  could 
be  more  galling  to  them  than  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  a  privy  counsellor,  who  isv 
marked  out  for  bis  singular  hostility  to 
them  in  every  particular.   And  then  again. 
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tbe  maiweT  io  which  the  Petition  was  ob- 
jected to  in  point  of  fenn  when  first  irftered 
to  the  bouse  was  calculated  to  make  tbe 
most  nnlarDorable  impreMon  npon  the 
minds  of  tbe  Catholics.  Nothing  could  be 
mOTC  wounding  to  their  pride  tlmi  tbe  in- 
digoities  wliich  bare  of  late  been  studi- 
ously offered  to  them.  In  the  year  1 805 
the  Catholics  petitioned  parliamenL  The 
molt  we  know.  In  tbe  year  1807  tbey 
did  not  petition.  They  were  adrised  not 
to  petibon.  Why  did  they  follow  that 
advice  i  Because  tbey  confided  in  the 
party  that  advised  them.  Tbey  sxw  con- 
ciliation in  every  act  (rf'adnunisbatian  to- 
wards tbem.  Relying  on  tbe  faith  of  go- 
Temment,  they  abstained  from  ped^oning. 
They  fuond  themselves  again,  on  the  sod- 
den, disappointed,  and  in  tbe  year  180B 
nothing .  is  left  for  them  but  to  petition 
-again,  in  order  to  be  heard.  But  you  say 
t&t  this  question  dionld  be  ko  decided 
to-night  as  that  they  may  be  discouraged 
from  repeating  their  application.  Doyou 
wish  to  drive  them  from  diis  house  for 
ever  !  I  entertain  no  such  thought.  1 
hope,  and  I  contidently  trust,  that  this  sub- 
ject will  perpetually  recur  until  it  shall 
become  successful,  i  do  hope  that  tbe 
Catholics  will  come  before  us  from  time  to 
time  until  tbey  shall  become  successful 
in  their  application.  Let  me  intreat  this 
house  to  remember,  that  in  Ireland,  by  I 
know  not  what  fatuity,  concessions  have 
always  come  too  late.  Not  too  late  for 
any  good  effect,  but  too  late  for  the 
intended  eSec^  that  of  satisfying  those 
to  whom  it  was  made  :  neither  should 
the  house  forget  what  dean  Swift  said 
of  Ireland,  wmch,  if  true,  accounts  for 
tbe  discontents  of  its  people :  '  That 
it  is  a  country  which  has  always  been 
pillaged  and  plundered.'  Remember  tbe 
words  of  Mr.  Eden  when  he  vras  enter- 
ing on  his  mission :  '  That  the  emergency 
was  so  great,  the  time  so  short,  that  he 
could  not  go  home,  but  had  a  post  chaise 
at  the  door  of  the  house  of  commons.' 
This  is  an  instance  of  the  necessity  of  dis- 
patch. But  do  you  take  care  that  tod  do 
not  delay  this  subject  so  long  that  the  Ca- 
tholics may,  at  last,  refuse  to  receive  your 
messenger  when  he  shall  arrive  with  your 
GonceBsions  to  them  ;  for  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching fast  when  you  must  do  alt  they 
require.  I  see  tbe  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  excheqc  'ndiguant 
at  this.  I  wish  tc  terr 
tbe  different  meir 
▼ernment  are  wit 
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■nbfcct.  I  know  that  the  dnke  of  Port- 
land, is,  nominally,  at  the  bead  of  tbe  pre- 
sent administiatiaD.  He  was  once  a  >tre- 
noo«B  friend  Io  the  Catbolio.  Is  be  tme 
to  his  point  P  Is  be  *  tbe  son  of  their 
table  }'  and  are  tltey  '  planets  that  are 
not  able,  without  his  beams,  to  shine  i' — 
But  to  conclnde  ;  I  wish  to  knowwfiether 
itwonldnot  be  better  for  all  parties  that 
we  should  go  into  this  cmnmittee  i  No, 
says  tbe  chancellor  of  tlie  exchequer,  yoa 
should  not,  for  nothing  will  satisfy  ttie 
Roman  Catholics  but  the  absolute  forma- 
tion of  a  new  establishment  in  tbe  Church 
of  Ireland.  No,  says  the  noble  lord,  for 
this  inquiry  will  leaii  to  the  emancipatimi 
of  tbe  Catholics.  To  which  1  lay,  not  ne- 
cessarily to  either;  lor  the  committee  will 
Dot  be  bound  to  adopt  any  mk  meastm 
wttich  may  be  proposed,  lliey  will  cmly 
have  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  for  whitn 
reason  I  shall  heartily  vote  for  going  into 
a  committee  upon  this  important  <]oesti<Ki. 
Colonel  Hiaehiruon  rose,  amidn  a  ge- 
neral call  for  the  questi<Hi,and,  having  ot>- 
tained  a  hearing,  spoke  to  tbe  following  ef- 
fect : — Sir,  1  think  it  not  a  Uttle  extraordi- 
nary, upon  asubject  of  suchvastimportance 
to  the  Irish  nation,  and  to  the  British  em- 
pire,tbatgentlenienaresoanxiaustocome  - 
to  a  decision  upon  the  question,  that  diey 
will  not  allow  every  one  to  deliver  their 
sentiments  upon  it. — Sir,  it  is  a  subject 
which,  in  the  present  momentona  crisb, 
calls  most  imperiously  for  the  sentiments 
not  only  of  the  Irish  members,  and  those 
of  the  British  representation,  but  it  does 
also  demand  at  least  some  notice  from  the 
government.  It  is  therefore  with  very 
great  surprise,  not  unmixed  with  regret, 
that  1  have  not  heard  from  ministers  aoy 
one  argument  against  the  claims  of  tbe 
petitioners ;  but  what  has  created  in  my 
mind  greater  surprise,  and  made  inore  im- 
pression on  me,  is,  that  not  one  British 
member  has  condescended  to  oficr  cue 
single  argument  against  the  Petition.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  tbey 
have  none  to  offer — If  they  had,  an  appeal 
for  amelioration  and  protection  from  four 
millions  and  a  half  of  your  fellow  subjects,, 
would  not  be  met  with  silence.  Is  this 
the  way,  I  ask,  in  which  you  mean  to  pass 
it  over?  I  should  hope  not.  I  should  hope 
that  you  will  not  let  it  go  forth  to  the  Ca- 
thdics  of  Ireland,  that  upon  a  'petition 
stating  disabilities  and  giMtMKe^  *^ieii. 
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clliiins  in  silence,  but  will  giye  some  sha- 
dow of  reason  for  the  dismissal.  If  mini- 
sters and  the  English  members  on  their 
side  of  the  house  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  silence,  and  give  a  silent  vote,  I 
claim,  on  the  part  of  those  English  mem- 
bers who  wish  to  speak,  that  they  may 
retire  and  meet  aeain ;  perhaps  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  [nVe  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing] may  have  indisposed  them,  and  pre- 
vented them  from  delivering  their  senti- 
ments. I  hope  it  is  so,  for  me  honour  of 
the  united  parliament.  It  therefore  must 
be  desirable  to  adjourn  and  meet  again, 
when  the  subject  may  undergo  a  full  and 
ample  discussion  ;  for  never  let  it  be  said 
that  the  house  assented  to  so  disgraceful  a 
proceeding  as  treating  with  contempt  the 
great  majority  of  the  Irish  nation.  I  shall 
therefore  move.  Sir,-  "  that  the  house  do 
adjourn  till  this  afternoon.'' — ^The  question 
was  again  loudly  called  for. 

General  Montagu  Mcuthem. — Sir,  I  am 
Borry  to  find  this  house  so  anxious  to  come 
to  a  division  on  the  question.  I  am  also 
concerned,  that,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  urged  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
so  ably,  so  eloquently,  and  so  liberally 
brought  forward  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners, the  house  is  determined  to  meet 
them  with  a  silent  vote.  After  the  very 
handsome  manner  in  which  that  right  hon. 
gent,  has,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics, 
stated  their  readiness  to  vest  in  his  ma- 
jesty the  supreme  authority  of  nominating 
their  bishops,  I  say  I  should  have  hoped 
this  house  would  have  gone  into  a  com- 
mittee. Ireland,  however,  has  nothing  to 
expect  from  the  liberality  or  justice  of  the 
united  parliament.  [Here  lord  Castle- 
reagh  smiled.]  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  noble 
lord  laughing.  He  has,  I  assure  him,  not 
much  cause  K>r  his  mirth  ;  for  there  is  not 
an  Irish  county,  town,  or  borough,  that  has 
not  rejected  him.  The  Irish  people  dis- 
own him.  I  should  not  have  said  so  much 
of  the  noble  lord,  ii'  it  had  not  been  for 
that  laugh  of  scorn  which  he  exhibit- 
ed. The  question,  sir,  is  a  serious  one, 
and  I  do  know  there  are  many  gentlemen 
who  think  differently  from  the  noble  lord, 
and  who  wish  to  speak  upon  the  subject, 
I  hope  therefore  that  the  house  will  agree 
to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Mr.  R,  Martin, — I  trust  the  house  will 
yield  to  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
friend,  I  know  many  Irish  members 
would  speak,  if  the  debate  were  adjourn- 
^ ;  and  they  can  throw  new  light  upon 
lubject* 


The  questipn  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided,  when  there  appeared. 

For  adjourning  the  Debate--    118 

Against  it 298 

Majority  against  the  adjournment  ^ 180 

Strangers  were  not  re-admitted  into  th« 
gallery,  but  we  understand  that,  after  a 
speech  of  some  length  from  col.  Hutchin* 
son,  in  favour  of  the  Petition,  the  question 
was  again  loudly  called  for,  and  the  house 
divided  upon  Mr.  Grattan's  original  mo- 
tion for  referring  the  Petition  to  a  Commit- 
tee ;  when  there  appeared. 

For  going  into  a  Committee  -  -  123 

Against  it- 28 1 

Majority  against  the  Petition 1 155 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then 
disposed  of,  and  at  six  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning  the  house  adjourned. 
List  of  the  Minority, 
Aberoromby,  Hon.  J.      Howard,  colonel 
Althorpe,  viscount  Howard,  W. 

Anstruther,  sirS.  Hughes,  W.  L. 

Bagenal,  W.  Hume,  W.  H. 

Barhnm,  J.  F.  IJurst,  R. 

Bligh,  T.  Hutchinson,  C.  H. 

Bradsbaw,  A.  C.  Laing,  M. 

Brand,  T.  Lambe,  W. 

Browne,  A.  Lambton,  R.  J. 

Brown,  D.  Latoucht,  J. 

Burton,  F.  N.  Latouche,  D. 

Butler,  C.  H.  Latouche,  R. 

Butler,  J.  Laurence,  F, 

%"g>  G.  Leach,  J. 

Calcraft,  J.  Uoyd,  sir  E.  P. 

Campbell,  lord  J.  Lyttleton,  W.  H. 

Cavendish,  lord  G.  H.     Macdonald,  J. 
Cavendish,  W.  Maddocks,  W.  A, 

Cavendish,  G.  H.  Mahon,  S. 

Cocks,  £.  C.  Mahon,  viscount 

Combe,  H.  C.  Martin,  H. 

Creevey,  T.  Martin,  R. 

Daly,  D.  B.     .  Mathew,  M. 

Daly,  J.  Mawle,  W.  R. 

Dundas,  C.  L.  Meade,  colonel 

Dundas,  R.  L.  Mills,  W. 

Ebrington,  viscouat        Milner,  sir  W. 
Elliot,  W.  Milton,  viscount 

Fitzgerald,  W.  Montgomery,  colonel 

Fitzgerald,  Lord  H»         Moore,  P. 
Fitzpatrick,  R,  Morpeth,  viscount 

Foley,  T.  Mosely,  sir  O. 

Folkestone,  visoount       Mostyn,  Sir  T. 
Freemahile,  W.  H.  Neville,  R. 

French,  A.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Gower,  earl  North,  D. 

Grattan,  H.  Nugent,  sir  G. 

Greenhill,  R.  G'Brien,  sir  E. 

Green  hough,  G.  B.         Odell,  W. 
Grenfell,  P.  Qrd,  W. 

Grenville,  T.  Ossulston,  lord 

Herbert,  H.  A.  P^nell,  H. 

Hibbert,  G.  Pelham,  C.  A. 

Hippisley,  sir  J.  G.         Pelham,  G. 
Horner,  F,  Peuy,  lord  H» 
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PHilipps,  R.  M. 
P^ggott,  sir  A. 
Ponsonby,  it.  Bon.  G. 
Pofi8onby,.hoD.  F.    . 
Power,  R. 
Prittie,-F. 
Pym,  F. 
Quid,  W.  H. 
Romillj,  sir  S. 
RomeU,  lord  W. 
Sc  Aobyn,  liir  J. 
Sftlosbory,  sir  R. 
SaYBge,  F. 
Scttdamore,  R.  P. 
Sharp^  R. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Shipley,  col. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  W. 


Som^rville,  sir  M. 
Stanley,  lord 
Stanley,  col. 
Talbot,  col. 
Tierney, G. 
Walpole,  een. 
Ward,  J.  W. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wharton,  J. 
Wilder,  col, 
Windham.  W. 
Winnington,  sir  T.  £. 
Wynne,  sir  W.  W. 
Wynne,  C.  W.  W. 

TelUn 
Temple,  earl 
Fit2gerald,  M. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  26. 

[Fifth  Military  Report  —  Medical 
JOefartment  OF  THE  Army.]  Loid  Folke- 
stone, — Mr*  Speaker ;  I  wish  to.  put  a 
question  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
a  lor<l  of  the  treasury,  opposite  to  me, 
and  to  make  one  or  two  obserYations  con- 
nected with  the  object  of  that  question. 
I  came  down,  sir,  to  the  house  this  day, 
with  the  intention  of  submitting  these 
observations  on  the  question  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  renewing  the 
Commission  of  Military  Inquiry ;  but 
though  I  was  here  before  the  usual  hour 
of  commencing  public  business,  I  found 
that  the  Bill  had  been  already  passed.  I 
therefore  trust  that  the  house  will  indulge 
me  but  for  a  few  moments,  though  I  should 
not  be  strictly  regular  in  addressing  them. 
The  question,  which  I  wish  to  put  to  the 
hpn.  member  is  this.  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  treasury  to  adopt  any  mea- 
sure in  consequence  of  the  Fifth  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry, 
resfiecting  the  Miedical  Department  of  the 
Army  ?  And  if  they  do  mean  it,  I  beg  to 
suggest  to  them  the  necessity  of  caution 
and  mature  consideration,  and  of  further 
inquiry,  before  they  adopt  the  opinions 
and  suggestions  of  the  Commissioners.  For 
it  does  happen  to  be  within  my  knowledge, 
that,  in  the  Report  alluded  to,  much  in- 
justice is  d<me  to  the  exertions  of  a  meri- 
torious servsnt  of  the  public ;'  and  if  I  do 
not  say  much  unmerited  censure  cast  upon 
him,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  thab 
much  deserved  praise  is  withheld.  The! 
person  to  whom  I  allude  is  Mr.  Knight, 
who  holditbe  twa  offices  of  Inspector  Ge- 


neral of  Hdftpitals,  and  Comptroller  General 
of  Hospital  Accounts,  If  gentlemen  have 
read  the  Report,  they  will  know  that  the 
afiairs  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army  were  formerly  conducted  by  a  board 
of  three  medical  gentlemen  ;  but  that  for 
some  years  past  this  board  has  been  abo- 
lished, and  the  ditlferent  departments  of  it 
have  bceh  divided  between  the  three  gen- 
tlemen who  composed  it.  Mr.  SLnight  is 
one  of  therti.  Now,  the  first  thing  I  wish  to 
remark  is,  ^hat  mnsi  strike  every  person 
who  looks  into  the  Report,  namely,  the 
confusion  that  seems  to  exi^  in  the  minds 
of  the  commissioners  with  respect  to  the 
office,  which  each  of  these  gentleihen,  has 
in  charge,  for  censure  is  otten  cast  upon 
transactions  which  are  refeiTed  to  one  of 
them,  when  it  is  evident  from  another  part 
of  the  Report,  that  he  has  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  that  pait  of  the  business.  But  in 
other  respects  the  injustice  done  to  Mr. 
Knight  is  still  more  glaring.  In  one  in- 
stance reference  isntade  to  a  change  lately 
adopted  in  the  army  #ith  respect  to  hos- 
pitals ;  the  system  of  regimental  hospital^ 
having  been  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  mor6 
expensive  and  less  effectual  system  of  ge- 
neral hospitals : — It  is  not  denied,  indeed, 
that  the  a^lteratton  has  been  beneficial  in 
every  point  of  view, 'economical  to  a  gr6at 
degree,  and  eflfectual  in  insuring  the  betted 
health  of  the  soldier,  and  in  enabling  the 
different  regiments  to  bring  into  the  field 
a  larger  proportion  of  their  respective 
establishment.  But  what  I  complain  of  is 
this,  that  the  praise  is  not  given  to  the 
person  who  really  suggested  and  brought 
about  this  change — 1  mean  Mr.  Knight. 
Nay,  in  one  inst^hce, pains  are  taken,  most 
unjustly  to  detract  n-om  his  mei-jt:  thei 
commissioners  compute  the  saving  to  the 
public  from  this  source  to  be  about  8000/. 
per  annum,  from  which  too  they  state 
some  drawbacks:  whereas  it  is  evident, 
that  in  Consequence  pf  the  system  of  stop-^ 
pages  and  arrangements  established  by 
him,  the  saving  is  not  only  what  they 
compute  it  to  be,  bdt  also  such  as  to  cover' 
such  contingent  expences  formerly  de- 
frayed by  the  public,  making  on  the  whole, 
even  on  their  own  data,  an  annual  saving 
of  upwards  of  40,000/.  There  are  one  or 
two  other  points  in  which  I  think  the  s^m^ 
injustice  has  beeil  done  to  Mr.  Knight- 
The  commissioners  take  great  credit  to 
themselves  for  having  detected  various' 
abuses  in  Plym^outh  hospital ;  whereas' 
this  gentleman  had^  with  gteat  plains  and 
assiduity^  laid  qpen  all'  the  fraudii  of  that 
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hospital  as  long  as  above  two  years  ago, 
at  the  desire  of  the  commissioners  tor 
auditing  the  public  accounts.  He  under- 
took the  task,  though  foreign  from  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  I  have  myself  seen 
their  letter  of  thanks  to  him  of  the  date  of 
the  6th  June,  1806,  thanking  him  for  the 
Care  with  which  he  had  done  it.  Again, 
with  respect  to  the  accounts  of  Chatham 
hospital,  though  he  receives  no  credit  for 
detecting  the  abuses  of  Plymouth  hospital, 
a  direct  censure  is  cast  upon  him  for  not 
having  gone  through  the  Chatham  ac- 
<Jounts ;  when  in  truth  those  accounts  have 
never  to  this  moment  been  put  into  his 
possession  in  such  a  state  as  to  enable  him 
to  examine  and  audit  them. — Sir,  these  are 
fhe  observations  which  I  wished  to  make. 
I  thank  the  hoUse  for  their  indulgence; 
but  I  have  thought  it  quite  necessary  that 
ihey  should  be  made,  to  rescue  from  un- 
merited censure  a  gentleman,  who  is  a 
/host  zealous,  active,  and  meritorious  ser- 
vant of  the  public  ;  who  has  sacrificed  a 
great  portion  of  his  professional  advantages 
in  the  public  service,  whose  health  has 
been  impaired  by  his  labours,  and  who 
has,  I  am  sure,  always  endeavoured,  and, 
I  believe,  with  effect,  to  perform  ht5  duties 
fo  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers,  and  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Siurgss  Bourne  stated,  that  the  lords 
of  the  treasury  had  the  intention  of  taking 
some  steps  in  consequence  of  the  Report 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord ;  and  that 
(hey  were  already  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  had  called  his  atten- 
tion. They  had,  accordingly,  referred 
f)arts  of  the  Report  to  the  War-office  for 
urther  information ;  and  as  they  wei*e 
aware  that  great  injustice  would  be  done 
to  individuals  if  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
missioners were  wholly  adopted,  the  noble 
lord  (night  be  sure  due  caution  would  be 
observed  before  any  steps  were  taken.  He 
concluded  by  bearing  testimony  to  Mr. 
Knia^ht's  exertions.    • 

Tlie  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  he  was 
fully  aware  of  the  advantages  which  the 
public  had  derived  from  various  alterations 
suggested  by  Mr.  Knight,  and  adopted 
under  his  directions. 

Mr.  Frectnantle  spoke  likewise  to  the 
zeal  and  constant  attention  to  his  public, 
duties  which  had  always  actuated  Mr. 
Knight.  He  had  known  him  for  many 
years,  and  was  sure  that  he  was  a  merito- 
rious servant  of  the  public. — Mr.  Van- 
sittart  and  Mr.  Calcratt  said  a  few  words. 
—Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  that  on  Monday 
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he  should  move  for  sotne  ac;counts  which 
would  tend  to  elucidate  the  Repott  alluded 
to ;  and  entirely  concurred  in  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Mf.  Bankes 
propdsed  to  refer  to  a  Committee  the  Ac- 
count presented  yesterdaj^  relative  to  the 
amount  of  Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  on  the 
revenue  of  the  Post-office.  His  motive  in 
making  this  reference  was,  that  he  feared 
the  retu^-n  overrated  what  was  to  be  pro- 
perly only  the  per-centage  on  the  net  re- 
venue.— ^After  some  explanation  from  Mr. 
Long  and  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Bankes's  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appointed 
accordingly. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in 
Council.]  Mr.  Tiemey  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  proceeding  in  the  exami- 
nation of  witnesses  on  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. 

Lord  Castlereagh  urged  the  propriety  of 
proceeding  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Local  Militia  bill ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  left  it  entirely  to  the  feelings  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  whether  he  thought  that 
the  business  which  he  had  brought  forward 
ought  to  take  the  precedence. 

Mr.  Rose  stated  that  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses, not  expecting  to  be  called  upon  on 
this  evening,  had  not  attended. — ^Tne  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  having  inquired,  it  was  found 
that  no  persons  were  in  attendance,  and 
Mr.  Tierney  having  declined  to  move  any 
new  order  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  Whzthread  thought  that  the  attend- 
ance of  those  witnesses  should  be  enforced, 
not  so  much  by  way  of  punishment,  as  for 
the  sake  of  example  in  future. 

Lord  Jf.  Petty  supported  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  house  had  a 
right  to  compel  the  attendance  of  any 
witness,  and  it  was  for  the  house  to  con- 
sider whether  their  absence  was  wilftil  or 
accidental.  If  it  was  wilful,  the  coui-se 
would  be,  to  order  them  into  custody ; 
but  \f  it  was  accidental,  it  would  be  for 
the  house  to  order  their  attendance  on  ano^ 
ther  da3\ 

Mr.  Whithread  moved,  that  they  be  or- 
dered to  attend  to-morrow. — ^While  the 
conversation  was  gotng  on,  the  Speaker 
informed  the  house  that  the  parties  were 
come.  The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 
Mr.  Moling  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  Tierney.  His  answers  to 
the  questions  put  to  him  being  given  in 
rather  an  indecorous  style,  he  was  repri- 
manded in  the  course  of  his  examination* 
send  ordered  to  be  more  cautious  in  th% 
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language  he  used  in.  future. — ^The  above 
witness  was  examined  at  considerable 
length  by  Messrs.  Herney,  Whi thread, 
Stephen,  and  Eden.  The  purport  of  his 
testimony  went  to  prove,  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  had  not  been  attended  with  any 
of  the  effects  he  had  expected  would  have 
resulted  from  tbeni  upon  the  continental 
trade ;  at  the  same  time  he.  persisted  in 
declaring  it  as  bis  continued  opinion,  that 
of  such  efifecta  they  would  sooner  or  later 
be  ultimately  productive. — ^Three  more 
witnesses  were  examined,  after  which  the 
house  resumed.. 


9 


MOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  May  27. 

[Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  The  or- 
^er  of  the  day  being  read  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  presented  on  the  12th 
of  April,  the  said  Petition  was  read  by  the 
clerk ;  after  which, 

tiOrd  Grenville  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 
My  lords ;.  I  am  now  to  bring  before  your 
lordships  the  important  subject  of  the  Pe- 
tition which  has  just  been  read.  I  am  sin- 
cerely sorry  if  its  postponement  to  a  later 
day  than  that  which  I  had  originally  pro- 
posed has  produced  inconvenience  to  any 
member  of  this,  house,  especially  to  those 
whose  character  and  functions  must  give 
them  peculiar  interest  in  this  debate, 
whichever  side  they  may  think  it  their 
duty  to  espouse*  To  their  wishes  I  would 
gladly  have  shewn  that  attention  to  which 
they  are  so  well  entitled.  But,  for  the 
sake  of  the  cause  entrusted  to  me,  I  was 
bound  to  consult  also  the  convenience  of 
others  whose  assistance  on  such  an  occa- 
sion I  could  not  but  be  anxious,  to  obtain. 
I  have  still,  however,,  to  regret  the  absence 
of  one  noble  friend  of  mine  (earl  Grey), 
whose  eloquence  is  so  well  calculated  to 
adorn  and  to  enforce  any  opinions  which 
be  honours  with  his  support.  That  ab- 
sence is  owing  solely  to  the  same  domestic 
circumstance  which  would  before  have 
prevented  his  attendance.  He  has  parti- 
cularly requested  me  to  state  this  fact,  and 
to  declare  to  your  lordships  his  full  and 
complete  qoncurrence  in  the  motion  which 
I  am  about  to  oi&r.  A  declaration  which 
he  was  desirous  that  I  should  make,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  the  possibility  of  misrepre- 
sentation ;  but  which  was  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  those  who  know  his  character. 
From  an  agreement  with  him  on  any  sub- 
ject I  must  always  derive  the  greatest  plea- 


sure ;  but  I  have  peculiar  satisfaction  in 
claiming  for  this  question,  in  the  success 
of  which  I  have  been  so  long  and  so  deep- 
ly interested,  the  full  advantage  of  his 
high  authority.  In  other  respects  th^ 
postponement  has  been  extremely  advan- 
tageous to  the  discussion  of  this  night. 
To  myself  it  is  a  source  of  unspeakable  sa- 
tisfaction. I  know  not  what  may  be  thft* 
.feelings  of  others;  no  language  can  ex- 
press the  diiierence  of  my  own  sensations 
at  the  present  ^ourj.  irom  those  with 
which,  only  a  few  daya  since,  I  should 
have  brought  this  subject  forward.  I  al- 
lude to  the  efiects*  already  produced  by 
the  recent  discussion  of  this  matter  in 
another  assembly.  From  that  discussion 
a  dawn  of  better  hope  has  risen  upon  the 
advocates  of  this  great  cause;  and  we 
enter  on  the  duty  of  the  present  day  with 
the  cheering  confidence  of  approaching 
to  complete  success.  I  speak  not  merely 
of  the  brilliant  talents,  and  dignified  mo- 
deration, with  which  the  question  was  in- 
troduced ;  these  were  anticipated  fi'omthe 
person  who  proposed  it..  The  manner  in 
which  the  subject  was.  discussed,  the  state- 
ments which  its.  agitation  produced,  and 
the  impression  which  has  been  made  upon 
the  public  mind,  must  lead  to  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  beneficial  consequences.  I 
am  confident  that  the  happy  mfluence  of 
that  discussion  will  extend  Itself  to  thia 
place,  and  that  we  shall  all  emulate  that 
temper  and  moderation,  that  patriotism 
and  wisdom,  which  are  at  this  hour  the 
theme  of  every  tongue.  Those  certainly 
who  see  no  other  safety  to  their  country 
but  in  conciliation  and  union^  will  be  pe-* 
culiarly  careful  so  to  speak  and  act  on  this 
memorable  occasion,  as  it  becomes  men 
pursuing  such  a  purpose.  To  myself  I 
trust  nafresh  incitement  was  wanting  for- 
this  determination..  Three  years  ago,  the 
.  temperate  and  conciliatory  manner  in 
which  I  then  brought  before  you  the  same^ 
question,  was  acknowledged  even  by  its 
warmest  opponents^  Such  was  the  con- 
duct which  I  then  felt  due,  not  only  to  my 
oivn  character  and  to  that  of  the  peti- 
tioners, but  also  to  the  dignity  of  the  great 
cause  which  they  had  entrusted  to  me. 
How  much  more  is  it  now  due  to  those 
flattering  hopes  of  approaching  si;iccess 
which  animate  all  my  exertions,  ^d 
brighten  all  the  prospects  of  my  country  ! 
No  sentiment,  no  word  shall  fall  from  me 
that  can  impede  the  happy  progress  of 
conciliation  :  nothing  that  can  revive  the 
memory  of  past  animositieSj  or  inflaimc^ 
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those  passions  which  we  haye,  I  trast,  al- 
ready consigned  to  eteraal  oblivion.  There 


are,  I  know,  among  the  wannest  friends  of  That  measure  which  was  before  expedi* 


this  awful  period  outrun  the  slow  delibera- 
tions of  a  temporising  and  timid  policy. 


conciliation,  some  who  disapproved  the 
choice  which  the  petitioners  have  made  of 
the  time  at  which  they  come  before  you. 
Charged  with  presenting  their  Petition,  I 
deemed  it  improper  then  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  point.    They  w^re  the  fit- 
test jadges  of  their  own  interests;  and  in 
laying  their  grievances  before  you  sft  their 
own  season,  they  exercised  the  undorubted 
right  of  British  subjects.     In  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  present  parliament,"!  had,  in 
stating  to  this  house  the  general  situation 
and  prospects  of  the  empire,  pointed  out 
to  the  new  ministers,  as  their  most  urgent 
duty,  the  \ConcHiation  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.     But  I  added,  that 
while  I  recommended  to  the  government 
to  meet,  and  even  to  anticipate,  the  rea- 
sonable wishes  of  that  body,  I  wished,  on 
Ihe  other  hand,  to  impress  upon  the  Ca- 
tholics themselves  the  patriotism  and  the 
wisdom  of  forbearance.    This  counsel  I 
felt  justified  in  offering  as  a  tried  and  zea- 
lous, though  hitherto  unsuccessfiil,  advo- 
cate of  their  cause.     Of  tlieir  intention  to 
apply  to  you  in  the  present  session  I  was 
not  informed  until  the  resolution  \gras  adopt- 
ed ;  had  I  been  consulted  I  might  proba- 
bly have  thought  it  for  their  interest  to 
discourage  it :  the  event  has  shewn  how 
greatly  I  should  have    been    mistaken. 
Yet  even  then  I  should  have  felt  some  dif- 
ficulty in  determining  for  others  a  question 
of  such  importance  to  their  interests,  and 
so  much  depending  on  local  circimistances. 
Ever  since  the  Union,  the  best  and  wisest 
men  of  that  persuasion  have  laboured  in- 
defatigabl^r  to  fix  the  attention  of  their 
fellow-subjects  steadily  on  parliament,  as 
the  legitimate  source  of  every   political 
benefit,  the   centre  of  light  ana  genial* 
warmth  which  cheers  and  vivifies  the  em- 
pire.    The  maintenance  of  this  sentiment 
u  of  the  highest  importance  to'the  public 
Welfare.     This  it  is  that  requires  the  fre- 
quent renewal  of  these  applications  to  the 
united  legislature.     It  is  the  object  of  our 
enemies  to  drive  the  Catholic  todespair. 
The  endeavour  of  our  friends  must  be  to  en^ 
courage,  by  frequent  manifestations  of  the 
growing  dispositions  of  this  country,  his  just 
confidence  of  ultimate  and  approaching  sue* 
cess.     Many  new  circumstances  had  also 
arisen  to  influence  this  question.     Neither 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  nor  that  of  Europe, 
had  remained  unchanged  during  the  last 
tvielve  iiioaths<    The  rapid  rerolation  of 


ent,  is  now  become  necessary  for  the  com- 
mon safety.     Let  it  not  be  delayed  until  ^ 
it  can  be  no  longer  useful.    All  the  dan-  * 
gers,  which  it  is  calculated  to  avert,  are  at 
this  moment  impending  over  us — all  the 
mischiefs  which  its  suspension  aggravates 
— all  the 'evils  which  its  refusal  may  render 
irremediable — ^arc  fast  accumulating  upon 
the  British  empire.     The  lines  of  circum* 
vallation  are  closing  round  us.     Every 
port  in  Europe  is  barred  to  our  commerce. 
Every  nation  armed  against  our  existence. 
The  fearful  hour  of  trial  is  upon  us ;    re- 
quiring aU  we  can  command  of  strength 
and  power,  of  courage,  energy,  and  virtue. 
Shall  we  complain,  if  in  such  a  moment 
our  fellow-subjects  again  desire  to  defend 
our  common  country — again  entreat  that 
they  may  partake  in  our  exertions  as  they 
must  share  our  danger — and  renew  their 
supplication  for  arms  to  be  used  in  our  cause 
and  theirs,  now  in  the  very  moment  when 
the  trumpet  is  sounding  for  the  battle  > 
They  have  also  fresh  authority  to  adduce 
in  support  of  their  request — powerful  ad- 
vocates, whose  voice  till  this  hour  has 
never  yet  been  raised  in    their  behalf. 
Long  has  that  unhappy  country  been  dis- 
tracted   by    religious    animosity.       Too 
much  reason  had  we  formerly  to  fear  that 
conciliation  to  one  class  of  our  countrymen 
might  to  others  be  matter  of  offence  and 
jealousy.      Even  in  that  state  no  other 
course  was  safe,  as  none  was  honourable, 
but  tbac  of  equal  and  impartial  justice. 
But  this  difficulty  is  now  removed.     The 
Protestants  of  Ireland  desire  the  repeal  of 
those  disabilities  which  still  attach  upon 
their  Catholic  brethren.     No  longer  con* 
fining    themselves    even    to    a    friendly 
neutrality,  they  stand  forward  in  behalf  of 
their  fellow-subjects,  and  of  theircountry. 
In  eight  or  nine  counties  of  Ireland  they 
have  testified  publicly  their  anxiety  for  the 
success  of  this  Petition.      They  whose 
rights  these  exclusions  were  supposed  to 
protect,  they  whose  monopoly  they  were 
intended  to  uphold,  they  come  forward 
and  entreat  you  to  extend  to  the 


now 


whole  population  of  your  kingdom  the  in* 
estimable  benefit  of*^  equal  laws.  A  cir- 
cumstance of  immortal  honour  to  them* 
selves — a  pledge,  I  trust,  of  lasting  union 
to  their  country.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, then,  of  fresh  inducement  and  in- 
creased encouragement,  with  new  argu« 
meats. to  your  wisdom^  with  new  claimi 
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upon  your  justice,  the  Petitioners  repeat 
their  appeal  to  this  great  assembly.  And 
the  experience  of  the  last  three  days  has 
confirmed  their  anxious  hope,  that  the  dis- 
cussion could  be  productive  only  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  interests.  The 
motion  which  I  mean  to  ground  upon  this 
Petition  is — to  reler  it,  without  delay,  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house  ;  not  that 
I  have  myself  any  doubt  that  we  ought  to 
comply  with  it  at  once,  and  to  its  full  ex- 
tent; but  because  it  is  above  all  things 
desirable  that  the  whole  subjxict  should 
be  fully  and  deliberately  investigated. 
Whenever  this  ^reat  measure  shall  be 
adopted,  let  it  not  be  one  of  hasty  and  in- 
considerate concession,  on  which  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times  shall  stamp  the  character 
of  weakuess;  examine  in  detail  all  the 
bearings  of  the  (question  ;  look  into  the 
whole  situation  of  Ireland ;  satisfy  your 
own  judgments,  both  as  to  what  you 
ought  to  grant,  and  at  what  period  the 
concession  should  be  made.  Grant  it  be- 
cause you  think  it  just  to  be  claimed  and 
fit  to  be  conceded,  not  merely  because  you 
feel  it  dangerous  to  he  withheld.  Consider 
also  with  what  measures  it  ou^ht  to  be 
accompanied,  what  course  of  policy  is  ne- 
cessary to  render  its  benefits  etlectual, 
what  new  safeguards  its  adoption  may  re-, 
quire.  Far  from  n  ishing  to  endanger  your 
constitution,  the  Petitioners  declare  them- 
selves ready  to  support  it  at  the  hazard  of 
then*  Ijves.  To- its  security  this  measure 
m411  above  all  others  effectually  contribute. 
But  if  hy  any  additional  suggestions  jea- 
lousy can  be  satisfied,  and  fear  allayed  ; 
if  in  doing  this  great  act  of  s  justice  to  the 
Catholics,  you  can  at  the  same  time  gra- 
tify and  benefit  every  other  description  of 
your  subjects  ;  that  will  indeed  be  work 
worthy  of  statesmen  and  legislators.  These 
are  the  encjuiries  on  which  I  propose  that 
the  house  should  enter.  Questions  of 
more  extensive  policy  can  ncyer  be  sub- 
jnitted  to  your  wisdom,  nor  a  wider  field 
opencid  to  you  for  promoting  the. public 
happiness.     Do  not;  refuse  to  yourselves  sq 

florious  and  necessary  a  task.  Let  it  not 
e  reproached  to  yqu  ia  the  history  of 
your  country '§  calamities,  that  your  torpid 
inditlerence,  or  groundless  apprehensions, 
suffered  an  opportunity  to  pass  away  which 
po  repentance  could  afterwards  recall! 
Yqu  have  iryl^ed  been  told  that?  the  sup- 
porters of  this,  cause  exagsrerate. the  ef- 
fects pf  a  few  remainipg  disqualifications : 
that  we  speak  of  their  remoYal  wjth  all  the 
<V)nfi4e^C^.  .^n4  ignor?wjco.  ^,  ^q^piricji; 


proposing  it  as  the  one   inar?elIoU9  anil  , 
universal  remedy  for  all  the  loj^g-conti- 
nued  evils  of  that  country.  The  reproach^ 
I  am  confident,  is  untbunded.     Sucb  aenti* 
ments  we  have  never  entertained  or  utter- 
ed.    Very  different,  at  leasts  are  my  views 
of  the  extent  of  policy  necessary  for  the 
peace  and  union*  for  the  good  government . 
and  happiness  of  Ireland.     You  cannot. 
reasonably  expect  all  these  inestimable 
benefits  from  a  single  act  of  justice.     It  i« 
much  leasier  to  forbear  from  further  ii^jury, 
than  to  remedy  the  mischiefs  of  past  op- 
pression.     *'  The  evil  that  men  do  )ive« 
after  them."     The  consequences  of  mis-, 
government  will  long,  survive  its  authors  ; 
the.  effects  of  religious  animosities  wii}  e^c* 
tend  their  influence  through  mapy   gene- 
rations.     Let  us  apply  ourselves,  we  can- 
not do  it  too  soon,  to  annihilate  the  last 
lemnants  of  a  destructive  system.     But 
that  state  of  your  country  which  has  re-. 
suited  from   it,  will   not  so  speedily  be 
changed.     The  feelings  of  mutual  distrust, 
the  remembrance  of  mutual  hostility,   all 
the  long-cherished  olispring  of  a  whole 
code  and  constitution  of  intoleir^acej  these 
will  yield  o^ly  to  the  gradual  though  cer- 
tain operation  of  a  wiser   and  happier 
policy.     Our  first  resolution  should  be  to 
comply  with   this  Petition ;    to  remove 
every  remaining  civil  disability  on  account 
of  religious  belief.     This  is  the  looked-for 
apd  natural  consequence   of  th^  imioo; 
this  is  necessary,  if  not  to  redeem  ypur 
plighted  faithj   at  least  tQ  satisfy  the  just 
expectations    which    you    then   created. 
But  this  must  be  a  part  only  of  a  large 
and  Qomprehensive  system.      It  wa^  so 
considered  by  that  great  statesman,  now 
no  more,  (Mr.  Pitt)  of  whom  J  never  think, 
but  with  the   warmest  afiection,  respect,, 
and  admiration.      Our   opinions  on   this 
,  subject  were  not  only  in  complete  unison, 
but  I  may  truly  say  they  were  formed  to* 
gether  by  mutual  communication,  and  un- 
'  reserved   confidence.      The  plans  which 
were  then  in  con^templation  embraced  the 
whole  ecclesiastical  state  of  Ireland  ;    its 
religious  establishments,,  if  such  they  may 
be  called,  in  all  their  various  branches. 
They  included,  in  the  first  instance,  mea- 
sures of  considerable  benefit. to  the  es.tabt 
lished  church ;  calculated  to  promote  both 
its  honour  and  its  advantage,  and  to  render 
it  (if  I  m^y  use  the  expression  without  oi& 
fe^ce)  far  more  adequate  than  it  now  can 
be  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  pro-^ 
vi^ed.      A  short  statement  will  conyincQ 
yoi^r  Idsl^ip/s  wha^b  .ample  OQcasioa  thi« 
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matter  alone  aflbrds  for  the  exercise  of 
your  wisdom  and  liberality.    By  accounts 
whicti  have  been  published,  and  have  not, 
as  far  as  I  know,  been  disputed,  it  appears 
that  two  thousand  four  hundred  parishes  in 
Ireland  are  now  consolidated   into  little 
more  than  eleven  hundred  benefices ;    of 
which  reduced  number  more  than  a  tenth 
part  are  absolutely  without  churches,  and 
not    tour   iiundred    have  glebe  houses. 
Surely  your  Idships  mu^t  see,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  better  means  of  assisting 
the  established  Church,  more  satisfactory 
measures  to  be 'taken  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  the  Protestant  religion,  than  by 
any  laws  of  exclusion  or  intolerance.  Nor 
had  th^  situation  of  the  Dissenters,  by  far 
the   most  numerous  Protestants  in  that 
country,    been    overlooked*      Measures 
were  in  contemplation  for  increasing  the 
provision  which  the  wisdom  of  govern* 
ment  had  long  since  granted  to  their  mi- 
nisters.   The^^e  measures  have,  I  believe, 
since  that  period,  been  carried  into  etiect ; 
whether  wholly  or  in  part,  I  am  not  per- 
fectly certain.    The  state  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Ireland,  administering  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  four  millions  of  your 
people^  had  also  been  an  object  of  delibe- 
rate consideration.     Much  has  been  said 
elsevvhere  of  the  influenceof  their  bishops; 
and  in  a  former  debate  even  in  this  house, 
great  stress  was  laid  on  the  dangers  of  a 
Catholic  hierarchy.     If  you  tolerate  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  is  episcopal,  you 
must  of  course  allow  it  to  have  its  bishops. 
But  i(  is  unquestionably  proper  that  the 
crown  should  exercise  an  eHectual  nega- 
tive over  the  appointment  of  the  persons 
called  to  execute  those  functions.    To  this 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  declare  themselves 
perfectly  willing  to  accede.     The  precise 
mode  of  giving  eiicct  to  the  principle, 
will  best  be  settled  by  the  wisdom  of  par* 
liament.      It  is  fit  matter  for  discussion  in 
such  a  committee  as  I  propose.     The  de- 
claration of  the  Catholics  on  this  subject 
is  an  unquestionable  proof  of  lUeir  solici* 
tude  to  meet  the  kindness  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  and  to  accede  to  any  practicable 
means  of  removing  even  the  most  ground- 
less jealousies.     As  such,  I  rejoice  that  it 
has  been  made,  and  I  see  with  infmite  sa« 
tisfaction  the  just  impression  which  it  has 
universally  produced.    To  me  it  is  not 
new.     I  always  felt  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  this  point.     The  experience  of 
other  countries  proved  both  its  expediency 
and  its  practicability.     It  formed  apart  of 
the  pKaoi  intended  to  be  brought  forwari 


at  the  period  of  the  Union  ;  and  what  we 
then  knew  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Ca- 
tholics respecting  it,  left  no  doubt  apon 
our    minds    that  the   matter   might    be 
easily   and  satisfactorily  adjusted.    .  Pro- 
vision was  also  intended  to  be  made  for 
the  decent  and  necessary  subsistence  of 
the  Catholic  clergy  of  that  country.  More 
than  that  they  did  not  ask,  and   even 
that  they  were  unwilling  to  receive  in 
any  manner  that  might  tend  to  separate 
their  cause  from  that  of  their  community. 
The  propriety  of  this  step  rests  on  grounds 
of  policy  and  reason,  which  will  not,  I 
think,  be  questioned  even  by  the  warmest 
adversaries  of  the  present  motion.    Much 
as  we  must  regret  the  error  of  their  faith, 
desirous  as  we  most  be  that  the  light  of 
reformation  may  by  the  progress  of  know* 
ledge  be  diffused  over  that  people,  we  can- 
not^forget  that  there  is  in  Ireland  a  rapid- 
ly increasing  population  of  above  four 
millions  of  Catholics.     What  legislator, 
what  christian,  would  wish,  either  to  leave 
such  a  people  destitute  of  religious  in- 
struction, or  to  place  their  teachers  in  ab- 
solute dependance  for  their  bread  on  the 
voluntary  contribution  of  the  poorest  pea- 
sants?   On  this  point  I  believe  all  are 
agreed — I  mention  it  only  as  one  of  the 
many  measures  which  call  for  inquiry  and 
adoption.     Many  of  the  most  plausible 
arguments  against  the  petitions  of  the  Ca- 
tholics are  drawn  from  their  objections  to 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy.  This  matter,  also, 
it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  your  Idships 
should  consider  in  detail.     It  is  ffenerally 
and  greatly  misapprehended  in  this  coun- 
try.    We  are  often  told  that  Catholics  re- 
fuse to  acknowledge  the  same  obedience 
to  their  sovereign  which  he  receives  from 
all   bis  other  subjects.      The  charge   is 
wholly  groundless.     They  recognize,  as 
you  diO,  in  the  civil  government  of  their 
country,  all  temporal  power  and  authority. 
Their  uniform  and  repeated  declarations, 
the  pledges  they  have  already  given,  the 
oaths  they  have  already  taken,  ought  to 
satisfy  you  fully  on  this  head.     If  more  se- 
curity be  necessary,  let  it  be  exacted ;  but 
let  your  measure  apply  odlv  to  that  for 
which  it  professes  to  provide,  the  autho- 
rity of  your  sovereign  and  the  security  of 
your  government.    The  oath,  as  it  now 
stands,  includes  a  question  of  spiritual 
supremacy,  foreign  to  those  objects.    The 
church  oi  England  itself  does  not  acknow- 
ledge any  such  supremacy  in  the  crowm 
Tlie  king,  acting  by  the  councils,  and  ex- 
ercising the  pofwers  which  the  laws  have 


851]  PAUL  DEBATES,  May  27, 

fpven  him,  ia  indeed  in  all  matten  eccle- 
•iaaticat  or  temporal,  sapreme.  But  he  i« 
>il  magiatrate  only.     "" 


maintained  by  the  capriciona  despotism  of 
a  prince  whose  wildest  imaginations  it  was 
not  always  safe  to  resist.  Bat  the  wise  and 
rirtuoos  men  who  laid,  after  his  decease, 
the  true  foundations  of  our  cborch,  admit- 
ted no  such  authority  in  their  sovereign.  It 
exists  not,  therefore,  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. Of  the  other  established  church  of 
this  united  kingdom,  the  king  is  not  in  any 
sense  whatever  acknowledged  as  the  head. 
The  same  temporal  obedience  which  both 
these  Proteitantchurches  pay  to  theirsove- 
reign,  the  Catholics  acknowledge  also.  In 
all  matters  of  civil  government,  even  of 
that  mixed  nature  in  which  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  jnrisdictions  arc  combined, 
they  submit  themselves  without  reserve 
to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  king, 
in  this  parliament  as  legislator,  in  other 
councils  as  civil  governor  of  this  empire. 
In  the  spiritual  head  of  their  church 
tiiey  acknowledge,  as  all  the  subjects 
«f  this  realm  formerly  acknowledged,  a 
spiritual  authority  confined  to  questions 
of  faith.  The  reformation  has  taught  ub, 
that  for  that  spiritual  authority  there  is  no 
warrant  in  the  principles  of  our  rejieion. 
But  this  is  a  question  purely  of  religious 
belief;  in  no  degree  affecting  that  abso- 
lute duty  Md  undivided  allegiance,  which 
our  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  in  common 
with  ourselves,  owe  and  pay  lo  the  person 
and  government  of  their  sovereign.  In  a 
committee  you  may  place  this  matter  in 
its  true  light,  and  bring  it  to  the  unerring 
test  of  experience.  Wiih  thatview  it  was 
intended,  at  the  period  to  which  I  have  so 
flflen  referred,  to  submit  to  parliament,  in 
lieu  of  the  oath  of  supremacy,  framed  as 
we  all  know  for  the  purpose  of  exclusion, 
a  new  form  of  oath,  calculated  to  unite, 
not  to  divide  our  people.  That  oath  would 
have  contained  an  explicit  pledge  of  nup- 
port  to  the  established  constitution,  and  the 
most  express  disclaimer  that  could  be  de- 
Tised,  of  any  interference  with  his  majesty's 
legitimate  and  undoubted  sovereignty. 
r  words    may  be  most  eiFKCtuat 


mat  ^  ....  

for  this  purpose,  let  ihera  be  adopted  ; 
provide  the  fullest  security  that  jealous^ 
Itself  can  dictate  for  that  wbich  we  ara  ah 
equally  anxious  to  defend  :  and  let  it  then 
be  seen  whether  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
are  reinctajit  to  concur  in  sue''    ' 
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tions.  There  is  yet  another  subject,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  designed  to 
accompany  these  important  measures.  It 
IS  not  mdeed  exclusively  ccmnected  with 
the  situation  of  the  Catholics,  but  it  is  aa 
inseparable  part  of  any  comprehensive  ays* 
tern  for  the  good  government  and  happi> 
ness  of  Ireland.  I  mean  the  matter  of 
TiUies  ;  a  question  as  delicate  as  it  is  im- 
portant; and  into  which,  therefore,  Iwill 
not  now  eater  forther.  It  was  carefnlly 
considered  at  the  period  of  the  Union,  and 
was  intended  then  to  have  been  brought 
forward.  It  came  again  under  discmsioa 
when  I  had  last  the  honour  to  serve  bis 
majesty  ;  the  greatest  attention  was  given 
to  it  by  the  noble  duke  who  at  that  time 
represented  his  maj.  in  Ireland ;  and  from 
the  result  of  both  deliberations,  I  am  con- 
fident much  may  be  done  upon  it,  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  church,  and  of  the 
country.  The  groundwork  of  every  snch 
proceeiling  must  be  Imd  in  an  inviolable 
respect  for  the  sacred  rights  of  property  ; 
one  of  the  main  pillars  of  security  for  alt 
that  we  enjoy  of  law  or  liberty.  I  have 
thus  enumerated,  however  imperfectly,  the 
various  measures  with  which  the  great 
statesman,  of  whom  1  have  spoken,  always 
meant  to  acpompany  the  proposal  for  the 
repeal  of  every  civil  disqualification  which 
still  attaches  upon  religious  belief.  Great . 
and  important  safeguards  they  were,  in 
my  judgment,  for  the  civil  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal constitution  of  the  realm :  wise  and 
salutary  provisions  for  promoting  the  inte- 
rests or  religion,  for  extending  thebcnefi- 
cial  influence  of ourreformed  and  establish- 
ed church,  for  conciliating  the  wannest 
ailectionsof  a  people  whose  various  inte- 
rests and  feelings  were  thus  consulted,  and 
for  insuring  (as  far  as  human  wisdom  can 
insure  it)  the  success  of  a  system  of  uni- 
versal and  unreserved  benevolence.  I 
know  of  no  other  means  adequate  to  SQch 
purposes ;  and  tfie  good  effects  even  of 
these  would,  as  experience  has  but  ttto 
plainly  shewn,  very  much  depend  on  the 
spirit  in  which  such  laws  should  be  exe- 
cuted, and  the  temper  in  which  such  a 
government  should  be  administered.  If 
any  farther  measures  connected  with  this 
extensive  question,  measures  either  of  lo- 
cal or  of  general  advantage,  of  additional 
conciliation  to  Ireland,  or  of  increased 
security  to  our  civil  or  religious  establish- 
ments, were  in  the  contemplation  of  tbat 
wise  and  good  man,  1  knew  them  not  I 
hai 
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•uch  intentions  were  communicated  to  any 
other  person,  let  them  be  stated  to  parlia- 
ment with  the  same  explicitness.  His 
name  will  recommend  them  to  your  at- 
tention; their  own  merit,  if  they  were 
his,  will  infallibly  entitle  them  to  it. 
What  I  ask  is  only  that  you  should  enter 
fully  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 
Let  it  not  be  understood  that  you  are  de- 
termined to  leave  Ireland  in  its  present 
tttate.  Against  that  part  alone  of  the 
whole  population  of  your  empire,  let  not 
the  doors  of  parliament  be  closed,  and  a 
barrier  established  of  perpetual  and  irre- 
Tocable  distinctions.  Whatever  be  the 
result  of  your  deliberations,  much  be- 
nefit will  be  derived  from  the  mere 
examination  of  these  questions.  Many 
asperities  will  be  softened,  many  un- 
founded jealousies  allayed.  Much  un- 
easiness has  been  excited  by  your  appa- 
rent unwillingness  even  to  look  into  the 
situation  of  that  great  portion  of  your 
fellow-subjects.  Great  ^ood  will  there- 
fore be  done  whenever  it  is  known  that 
you  are  seriously  employed  in  consulting 
for  their  happiness ;  seeking  to  reconcile 
the  prejudices  of  others,  and  to  satisfy 
your  own  apprehensions;  and  at  least 
endeavouring  to  extend  to  four  millions  of 
3i'itish  subjects,  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
British  constitution.  My  lords,  these  are 
questions  which  will  force  themselves  upon 
Qur  thoughts.  We  are  placed  in  a  situation 
such  as  no  country  has  ever  seen  since  the 
commencement  of  civilization  in  Europe. 
So  much  power  has  never  before  been 
directed  by  so  much  inveteracy,  against 
the  existence  of  any  state.  No  people  has 
ever  had  so  much  to  lose ;  none,  has  ever 
been  threatened  with  a  greater  danger  of 
the  loss  of  all.  Every  former  peril  of  our 
own  history  shrinks  into  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  present  hour.  No  con- 
federacy ever  formed  in  Europe  possessed 
so  great  a  force  as  is  now  combined 
against  us.  We  have  no  recourse  as  for- 
merly to  the  support  of  other  powers. 
Their  strength  is  annihilated,  their  inde- 
pendence losti  and  even  their  wishes  are 
for  the  most  part  alienated  from  us.  We 
cannot  look  with  any  hope  to  the  divisions 
of  our  enemies.  The  whole  power  of 
Europe  is  gra<tped  by  a  single  hand^  and 
directed  by  a  single  will ;  wielded  exclu- 
sively against  this  country,  and  pointed 
with  undivided  energy  at  the  sole  object 
of  our  destruction.  In  this  great  and 
awful  crisis,  what  is  proposed  to  you? 
^Ot  to  despair  of  your  country«<rGod  for- 


bid !  But  to  apply  yourselves  to  the  best 
means  of  its  defence.    That  when  we  are 
thus  menaced  from  without,  we  may  at 
least  be  united  within  ;  that^  if  we  hope 
for  no  extreme  aid,  we  jnay  not  deprive 
ourselves  of  any  part  of  our  own  resources ; 
that  if  we  cannot  profit  by  any  divisions  of 
our  enemies,  we  may  not  ourselves  be 
found,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  a  divided  people. 
The  magnitude  of  our  real  danger  the  mind 
of  man  can  scarcely  grasp.    Do  not  add 
to  it  by  visionary  alarms.     Our  enemy  is 
formidable  without  example.  Against  him, 
and  not  against  your  own  countrymen^ 
call  forth  the  whole  strength  and  energy 
of  the  empire. — ^All  may  yet  be  insufR- 
cient.     But  if  we  then  fall,  we  shall  be  re- 
verenced even  in  our  defeat ;  and'if  we 
conquer,  that  triumph  will  be  doubly  glo- 
rious, which  is  achieved  by  the  union  of  a 
free  people.    To  the  exultation  of  present 
victory  it  will  add  the  confidence  of  per- 
manent security.    This  is  a  policy  too 
plain  and  obvious  to  be  argued.-    What 
is  there  that  can  prevent  its  adoption  ?  In 
some  former  periods,  danger  might  have 
been  apprehended  from  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.     If   king  William,  against    the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  in  opposition  to 
those  principles  which  constitute  the  glory 
of  his  character,  consented  to  measures  of 
intolerance  in  Ireland,  he  had  at  least  the 
plea  of  notorious  disafiection.     In  the  eyes 
of  every  Irish  Catholic  his  government  was 
an  usurpation.    The  same  opinion  may 
have  operated  in  a  less  degree  under  some 
of  his  immediate  successors.     But  does  it 
now  exist?    The  very  family  is  extin- 
guished whose  pretensions  were  opposed 
to  him.     If  those  pretensions  could  be  now 
Revived,  does  any  man  believe  that  one  arm 
would  at  this  day  be  raised,   one  voice 
heard,  in  their  support  ?  The  claim  is  at 
an  end ;  the  danger  has  ceased  ;  the  very 
circumstances  in  which  it  originated  are 
forgotten ;  and  your  jealousies  alone  sur- 
vive !  Has  any  fresh  ground  of  appre- 
hension since  arisen  ?    None  is  pretended. 
Are  we  threatened  with  any  practical  in- 
convenience from  these  conceptions  ?  No. 
We  hear  only  of  imaginary  theories  of  go-* 
vemment,  of  fixed  and  immutable  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution,  which  must,  it 
seems,  for  ever  withhold  its  benefits  from 
these  Petitioners.    Dreadful  principles,  if 
such  must  be  their  efiect  ! — Hard  neces- 
sity, which  is  to  raise  an  eternal  barrier 
against  four  millions  of  your  subjects !  I 
know  *of  no  such  principles  under   any 
form  of  ^ovQrnment  j  n^uch  less  are  tl^ey 


655] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  27,  1808.— liSomaii  Cathoik 


[(fe5 


compatible  with  the  doctrines  of  a  free 
constitution.  All  legislatire  bodies  are 
bound  to  accommodate  their  laws  to  the 
sole  objects  for  which  their  power  is  given 
— the  safety  and  happiness  of  the 'commu- 
nity. It  is  their  duty  to  exact  no  more 
than  those  interests  require  ;  to  leave  un- 
touched all  thnt  can  be  enjoyed  consistently 
with  them.  Times  and  seasons,  the  mind 
and  dispositions  of  men,  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  nation's,  must  regulate  the  exer- 
cise of  this  authority.  The  principles  of 
moral  justice  are  alone  immutable ;  the 
regulations  of  political  society  must  fluc- 
tuate ^nth  the^  chance  and  changes  of  hu- 
man events,  with  the  circumstances  of 
liational  character,  and  the  objects  of  civil 
institutions.  But  let  these  fixed  and  uni- 
versal principles  be  examined  in  detail. 
What  are  they  ?  First,  that  the  sovereign 
of  these  realms  must  always  be  a  member 
of  the  religion  established  bylaw.  Where 
is  this  principle  found  ?  In  the  Revolution  ? 
The  Revolution  placed  upon  your  throne 
a  sovereign  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England.  The  Revolution,  and ' 
the  two  successive  Unions,  have  esta- 
blished under  your  present  sovereign,  and 
in  this  his  united  kingdom,  two  separate 
Churches  ofdiflerent  persuasions.  In  what 
manner  shall  he  conform  to  both  ;  or  how 
sliall  he  fulfil  this  new  obligation,  which 
purports,  without  warrant  of  law,  and  by 
an  impracticable  condition,  to  fetter  his 
conscience  ?  The  Act  of  Settlement  pro- 
vides that  the  sovereign  of  these  realms 
shall  not  be  a  Catholic ;  and  this  provision 
both  the  Unions  have  confirmed.  But 
this  is  matter  of  positive  enactment,  not  of 
general  principle.  It  originated  in  an  oc- 
casional, though  very  imperious  necessity. 
It  authorizes  no  inference  beyond  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  law  itself.  It  affords 
no  warrant  for  the  second  of  these  pre- 
tended universal  principles,  which  purports 
to  apply  the  same  exclusion  to  all  partici^ 
pation  in  the  legislature,  and  to  all  share 
hi  the  councils  of  the  state.  On  what 
ground  indeed  is  this  contended  ?  From 
argument,  or  from  analogy  ?  From  the 
history  of  other  countries,  or  from  our  own 
experience  ?  Is  there  no  difference  be- 
tween the  authority  of  a  sovereign,  and 
the  duties  of  his  subjects  ?  Is  it  an  eternal 
maxim,  that  all  persons  differing  from  the 
religion  of  the  state  must  necessarily  be 
anxious  to  overthrow  its  government  ? 
Has  such  actually  been  found  the  ^onse- 
quence  of  toleration  ?  No  sect  of  Christia- 
nity inculcates  such  a  duty.    The  reViela- 


tion,  on  which  our  common  religion  rests, 
expressly  commands  the  contrary.  All 
history  disproves  the  assertion  ;  our  o^n 
daily  experience  confutes  it  ;  and  oar 
conduct  in  this  very  case  itself,  is  incon- 
sistent with  it.  The  government  of  France 
was  not  subverted  by  S'llly  ;  her  armies 
were  not  betrayed  by  Turenne.  Among 
the  very  troops  with  which  our  great  deli- 
verer rescued  us  from  civil  and  religious 
tyranny,  were  bodies  of  Catholic  soldiers 
and  Catholic  officers.  He  trusted  them  ; 
they  justified  his  good  opinion.  Such  are 
the  effects  of  just  and  liberal  government, 
the  fruits  of  confidence  in  honourable  and 
conscientious  minds.  We  ourselves  hnve 
two  established  Churches  in  this  island. 
Are  they  labouring  to  subvert  each  other  ? 
What  mutual  persecution  ever  kindled 
greater  animosity  than  once  existed  be- 
tween them !  What  Christian  charity 
ever  exceeded  the  harmony  in  which  they- 
now  live  together?  What  convulsions 
did  their  hostility  occasion  in  this  coun- 
try !  What  miseries  did  it  not  produce  in 
Scotland,  so  long  as  either  endeavoured  to 
force  upon  the  other  its  own  establishments 
and  doctrines  !  What  advantages  have  not 
resulted  from  their  Union  ever  since 
that  wicked  project  was  mutually  aban- 
doned !  •  In  this  respect  at  least,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  revolution  were  those  of  reli- 
gious conciliation.  The  revolution  did  in 
Scotland  nrach  more  than  we  are  asked  to 
do  in  Ireland.  It  established  in  the  same 
island  with  us,  that  Church  which  had  so 
long  cherished  an  inveterate  hatred  to  our 
reformed  episcopacy.  We  have  since,  by 
a  solemn  act  of  Union,  made  the  same 
Church  a  member  of  our  own  kingdom. 
We  have  received  its  disciples  into  both 
houses  of  parliament,  and  admitted  them 
to  every  civil  and  military  oiSce,  They 
have  sat  upon  the  wool-sack  ;  they  have 
filled  our  chief  seats  of  justice,  and  all  the 
highest  stations  of  our  government ;  they 
have  led  our  fleets  and  armies  to  victory — 
with  how  much  benefit  and  how  moch 
glory  to  the  empire  !  Is  it  on  the  Catholic 
alone  that  these  universal '  principles  at- 
tach ?  Does  his  belief  alone  inspire  irre- 
concilable hostility  to  every  government 
in  which  his  Church  is  iiot  established  ? 
Where  then  were  these .  eternal  truths, 
when  we  admitted  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
to  the  command  of  regiments  and  fort- 
resses ;  when  we  opened  to  them  the  great 
mass  of  the  civil  offices  of  their  country  ; 
and  above  all,  when  we  imparted  to  them 
the  elective  franchise,  apd  bid  them  share 
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in  the  choice  of  our  own  legislature  ?  It  is 
too  late  now  to  erect  your  standards  of  ex- 
clusion against  a  part  of  the  constituent 
body  of  parliament,  and  to  treat  as  aliens 
the  members  of  your  own  family.    If  you 
consider   them  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens,  admit  them  fully  to  share  and  to 
defend  your  constitution;  if  as  irrecon- 
cilable enemies,  repeal  your  past  impro- 
vident concessions.     Their  present  state  is 
inconsistent  with  both  opinions.    I  trust 
we  shall  not  on  this  day  hear  again  of 
the  exploded  calumnies  of  last  year — the 
Tery  remembrance  of  which  is  aisgraceful 
to  the  times  in  which  we  live  !    We  shall 
not  again  be  told  that  four  millions  of  our 
fellow  Christians  disclaim  the  obligation 
of  an  oath !    that  four  millions  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects think  it  lawful  to  deppse  and 
murder  their  soyereign  !    That  tnese  opi- 
nions form  a  part  of  their  religious  creed, 
are  inculcated  by  pious  and  enlightened 
•teachers,  and  received  by  a  whole  com- 
munity, including  men  of  as  high  birth, 
^as  extensive  knowledge,  as  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  as  tried  loyalty,  as  any  of  your 
lordships ! — You  do  not  believe  it.    If  you 
did,  should  we  at  this  day  be  arguing 
about  their  exclusion  from  a  few  remain- 
ing offices  ?  Should  we  not  rather  be  con- 
sidering how  to  defend  against  them  the 
very  first  foundations  of  our  society  ?  How 
could  persons  holding  such  opinions  par- 
take even  of  the  lowest  functions  of  go- 
vernment?   How  indeed  could  any  go- 
vernment whatever    be  administered  to 
them  ?  To  argue  such  a  question  farther 
at  this  day,  would  be  to  insult  your  under- 
standings.    Yet  must  I  not  omit,  in  justice 
to  your  fel]ow-subje<its,  to  remind  you  how 
often  they  have  disclaimed  these  horrid 
tenets.    Grateful  for  the  opportunities  you 
have  afforded  them,  th^  have  subscribed 
to  every  test,  they  have  signed  every  de- 
claration, i/diich  you  have  provided,  to 
vindicate  their  nforal  chaiiacter.    Is  any 
man  still  unsatisfied  ?  Judge  them  by  the 
testimony  of  their  accusers.     Did  the  au- 
thors of  these  laws  believe  that  the  Catho- 
lic disregards  the  sanction  of  an  oath  ? 
Are  the  supporters  of  this  code  at  this  mo- 
ment sincere 'in  the  same  opinion?   On 
what  security  have  they  rested  their  whole 
system  of  exclusion  ?  Why  does  not  the 
Catholic  peer  this  day  clainf  at  your  table 
his  hereditary  seat — ^the  commoner  avail 
himself  in  the  other  house  of  the  suffrages 
of  his  countrymen  ?  What  in  every  other 
line  of  life  dfenies  to  the  people  of  this 
persuasion  every  just  object  of  high  and 
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laudable  ambition  ?  What  else  but  that 
dreaded  sanction  of  an  oath,  which  con- 
scientious men  of  every  faith  are  equally 
afraid  to  violate  ?  Your  laws  are  therefore 
nugatory,  if  the  charge  be  true ;  how. 
unjust  are  they,  if  they  themselves  are 
founded  on  the  knowledge  of  its  false- 
hood !  Every  part  of  your  present  system 
is  indeed  equally  inconsistent  with  any 
belief  in  these  atrocious  calumnies.  Does 
the  religion  of  a  Catholic  teach  him  that 
treason  and  murder  may  be  commanded 
by  any  human  power  ? '  Why  then  have 
we  trusted  them  so  far  ?  Are  such  men  fit 
to  fill  our  army  and  our  navy,  to  hold  all 
but  the  highest  commissions  in  our  service, 
and  to  execute  almost  every  civil  office  ? 
Such  monstrous  incongruities  are  unfit  even 
to  be  discussed  in  this  assembly.  Such 
accusation  can  serve  only  to  inflame  the 
passions  of  the  lowest  and  most  ignorant 
of  mankind.  The  very  suspicion  is  an 
outrage  against  justice,  and  the  necessity 
of  repelling  it,  an  indignity  under  which 
your  fellow-subjects  ought  not  to  have 
been  placed.  Yet  ^any  j'ears  ago,  the 
Catholics,  impatient  of  such  reproaches, 
have  vindicated  by  the  most  de(^isive  tes- 
timony, both  their  own  profession,  and  the 
common  rclrgion  of  Christianity.  Not 
content  with  testifying  their  abhorrence 
of  these  imputed  principles,  they  pro- 
duced the  solemn  declarations  of  all  the 
most  famous  Catholic  universities.  By 
those  learned  and  religious  bodies  the  de- 
testable doctrines  of  which  I  am  speaking 
were  unanimously  disclaimed.  Every  fo- 
reign Catholic  concurred  in  the  same  sen- 
timents. They  heard  of  the  charges  with 
horror ;  'but  with  grief  and  indignation 
also,  that  in  this  liberal  country,  and  en- 
lightened age,  such  tenets  should  be  im- 
puted to  our  fellow  Christians.  What  far- 
ther testimony  could  strengthen  this  dis- 
avowal? The  confirmation  of  the  Papal 
see.  That  also  has  been  had,  and  the 
same  declarations  have  been  solemnly  pro- 
mulgated firom  that  quarter.  What  then 
remains  ?  Of  the  oath  of  supremacy  I  have 
already  spoken  at  large.  All  fears  of  Ca- 
tholic hierarchy  must  be  at  an  end,  since 
the  ofier,  now  publicly  made>  of  submit- 
ing  the  nomination  of  the  Bishops  to  an 
effectual  control.  The  present  loyalty  of 
that  body  is  unquestioned ;  the  proposed 
arrangement  secures  you  against  all  future 
danger.  The  practice  of  exrommanication 
was  objected  to.  To  exclude  from  their 
community  those  who  disturb  its  peace  or 
violate  its  rules^  must  be  a  right  ificident 
2U 
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to  the  nmiben  of  everj  Cbvck 
to  extf^  anicr  yoor  gor* 
Cburch  be  Epucopal,  tbe 
r  ebt  most  be  subject  to 
dictioo  ;  if  Catholic,  it  onit  be  regulated 
by  Catbt^ljc  doctiijies.    Bat  tbis  priaciple 
caA  jusdy  be  applied  to  spihtial  natten 
only.   HaTe  tbere  beea  attempu  to  extend 
it  farther  r   Pennit  no  such  interfierefice 
with  the  tempt^ral  intcrcAs  of  yoor  pco> 
pie.    Prohibit  it  by  your  law;  and  if  pro- 
nibitloo  be  found  ine&ctoal,  ponish  it.    I 
^m  assured  that  if  yoa  go  into  this  com- 
m'lttee,  and  are  wiUing  to  porsne  the  in- 
qoiry,  the  most  satisfactory  defience  can 
be  made  against  the  accusatioiit  onwhidi 
io  much  stress  was  laid.     I  have  no  doobt 
that  those  who  urged  these  charges,  would 
6nd   on  such  investigatioo  how  grossly 
they  hare  been  imposed  upon.    £e  this 
fact  however  as  it  may,  you  can  at  least 
provide  eilectoally  against  such  practices 
m  future.    jNo  man  will  be  more  ready 
dian  myself  to  concur  in  any  reasonable 
security     against    every     snch     abuse; 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  in  so  doing,  I 
shall  not  only  discharge  my  own  duty, 
but  also  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  Peti- 
tioners.   These  then,  thus  shortly  enume- 
rated, thus  easily  ansvrered,  are  all  the 
grounds  which  are  commonly  urged  for 
continuing  these  prq^riptions  against  our 
frl low-subjects,     ihey  are  incapable  of 
being  supported    by    argument;    at  the 
mere  touch  of  inquiry  they  vanish  into 
air.     Yet  if  our  preju  Jices  are  still  unsub- 
ducd,  if  our  judgment  is  still  unconvinced 
by  reason,  let  us  at  (east  profit  by  experi- 
enc  e.    What  country  in  Kurope  was  there 
but  your  own,  in  which  Catholics  had  not, 
before  the  late  revolutions,  enjpyed  unli- 
inited  toleration  i  In  what  country  were 
they  found  to  undermine  the  govemmei^t, 
or  to  con.spire  with  that  powerful  enemy 
always  so  ready  to  profit  by  internal  (ji- 
vlsions  ?    In    Russia,    under    the    Greek 
Church,  the  Catholics  proved  themselves 
faithful  and  loyal  subjects.    In  Prussia, 
under  the  Protestant  establishment,  the 
tinqualified  toleration  of  Catholics  produc- 
ed none  but  the  happiest  efiects.  '  In  Hol- 
land they  w^re  found  good  citizens ;  in 
i^wisserland,  faithful  allies.    Even  in  your 
qwn  country,  and  during  all  the  rigours  of 

J^pur  past  intolerance,  the  fact  is  acknow- 
edge4  in  the  most  solemn  proceedings  of 
3foqr  government.  In  177S>  the  first  act 
ps^ed  in  Ireli^nd  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
pcpal  laws,  was  grounded,  as  its  preamble 
chares,  on  t)ie  loog  s^d  ux^form  good 


of  the  CatholksL    ft  is 
honour  of  both  parties  that  the  £sct 
thus  be  recorded  ;  for  the  inlrre^t  ^ 
that  it  ihocid  ahiajs  be  ssmembog^.      is 
ii  oa  the  same  groonis  that  I  now  ^yopc-gr 
to  yoo  not  to  adopt  a  new  ^id  mttined^ 
course  of  metunres,/>ut  lo  pfpevrrp  jm  tm j^ 
of  If  hich  we  have  already  cxpsjioacapd  s^ 
advantage ;  to  rc2>ay  ioysLiUf  ^^rol^cbi 
and  to  deal  out  Lindner  in  nmv^  iur 
taciunent.    This  is  the    hapf^    ^tMcy 
which  we  have  puiaBsd  gip€  t^  ia^t   :>0 
year?  ;  have  we  >€£^n  rc^sop  to  sepc«t  u  f 
At  th^  compiencemeiit  pf  |h^  p^vy^d,  w 
first  invited  a  depressed  and  dgynniT",ag 
population  to  5hare  in  the  hlcssing^  of 
dustry :  we  opened  to  the^p  the 
cbanneU  of  domestic  and  foreigia 
merce  ;   we  restored  to  them  that 
in  the  soil  of  their  coontiy,  which  ti|e 
barons  policy  of  our  anccstois  had  jrP'f**  i 
and  we  e&ced  from  their  statate  lMn4* 
laws,  which  dishonoured  |bp  legislative 
and    sapped  the    ^orals  of  the  peop&e. 
And  surely  never  were  wisdom  an^  libe- 
rality more  abundantly  rewarded.     Under 
the  ha^py  influence  of  this  tystem,  ose 
and.  tiie  sa^e  generation  h^  spen  Jrel^od 
start  from  poverty,  contempt^  ^nd  ^9^^- 
ness,  into  wealth,  coBseque|]pe»and  piiwer. 
Has  she  alone  enjoyed  th^  bendBts,  or 
have  they  not  a|l  beei^  sh^ed  with  Gii^ 
Britain;  angpienting  even  in  a  still  gr^^ter 
proportion  our  own  prosperity,  ^nd  ?t  tkis 
hour  essientially  contributiilg  to  our  de- 
fence ?  Examine  all  tb^  resovrces  of  tfe 
empire;   its  revenue  augmented  by  her 
contributions ;  its  we^hh^  sind  coauneice^ 
and  navigation,  of  which  sbf  furnishes  so 
large    a  part;     its    paval  and   military 
strength,  the  bulwarks  of   our  commoa 
safety,  and  the  glory  of  our  coippion  QMie. 
These  are  the  genuine  fmits  of  ap  en- 
lightened and  liberal  policy,  cultivated  by 
the  extirpatiop  of  barb^foos  prejudices, 
and  incapable  of  being  reared  to  maturity, 
except  by  the  blessed  inQuence  of  tolerant 
principles  and  equal  laws.     I)ow  salisliic- 
tory,  how  honourable  the  reflec^ipn,  that 
against  the  dangers  of  this  tretpendous  cri* 
sis  we  are  armed  chiefly  by  the  cpnae- 
quences  of  our  own  ms^nanimity  i    How 
glorious  the  contrast  between  the  magui- 
tude  of  our  present  e^rts,  and  the  more 
limited  e^^ertions,  by  which,  oply  thirty 
years  ago,  we  ^aust  have  met  tbis  great 
necessity,  unaided  by.  the  pro^^ty  of 
Ireland  !    Hfli^.  unanswerable  tpe  call  ftf 
^he^e  PetitioAer^  wl\<>  «vg^  you  tq  mm\ 
to  yqur  coo^ttry,  .t)y  t^ft Jp^^pji^tilNl  <»  dof 
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great  and  necessary  work,  that  additional 
aecority,  which  no  period  ever  more  re- 
quired, which  no  policy  was  ever  better 
calculated  to  insure.- You  have  not  hitherto 
stopped  in  this  honourable  career ;  when 
you  bad  opened  to  this  people  the  means 
of  industry,  and  the  sources  of  opulence, 
you  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
day,'  take  your  stand  there.'  You  adapt- 
ed q|few  benefits  to  the  improved  condition 
of  your  people.  By  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, wealth  and  influence  had  been  ra- 
pidly acquired  ;  with  these,  civilisation 
had  been  extended,' and  knowledge  diifiis- 
ed  ?  and  by  an  inevitable  consequence, 
the  enjoyment  of  these  advantages  had 
created  an  increased  attachment  to  the  go- 
vernment which  secured  them.  No  longer 
confined  within  its  former  limits,  of  a  gen- 
try debarred  from  the  exercise  of  every 
liberal  profession,  and  a  depressed  and  ig- 
norant peasantry ;  the  Catholic  population 
now  included  all  th?  gradations  of  a 
flourishing  and  free  community.  In  this 
state  you  opened  to  them  the  sanctuary  of 
civil  rights  :  you  judged  them  worthy  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  and  execute  the  func- 
tions of  a  constitution,  which  imposes  on 
a4l  its  members  duties  commensurate  with 
the  advantages  it  confers.  You  sanction- 
ed, by  the  concessions  of  1792,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  present  demand.  You  gave 
to  the  Catholics  political  capacity ;  you 
admitted  them  to  civil  and  military  offices, 
to  all  but  the  highest ;  and  you  opened  to 
them  the  elective  franchise.  Were  these 
concessions  meant  for  the  detriment,  or 
f©r  the  advantage  of  the  commonwealth  ? 
Were  they  grafted  to  men  irreconcileably 
adverse  to  your  government,  bouifd  by  no 
oaths,  and  restrained  by  no  political  or 
moral  duty — or  to  faithful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, on  whose  co-operation  you  justly  re- 
lied in  the  hour  of  danger  ?  Have  they 
been  productive  of  evil  ?  Or  if  there  be 
any  thing  to  regret ;  is  it  not  rather  that 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  legislature 
have,  by  the  more  narrow  policy  of  your 
govermnent,  been  so  imperfectly  and  in- 
adeqliattely  executed  ?  Let  us  then  com- 
plete the  course  in  which  we  have  hitherto 
so  wdlfsucceeded.  Little  remains  behind 
for  us  to  grant,  thouffh  much  for  them  to 
rfeceive.  Feeble  indeed  is  the  at'goment, 
at^d  olrbtimscribed  the  wisdom  of  those, 
vrhO' measure  the  political  eflect  of  these 
rem&inin|^  restrictions  by  the  number  of 
the  itiditiduals  of  whbse  services  they  ac- 
ttmUy  deprive' you.  The  glory  of  the 
priM^  it  v»t ^«imned  to  tbid'c<>iiquen)r ;  it 


ennobles  the  contest,  and  honours  even  the 
unsuccessful  competitor.  The  splendour 
of  high  reward  diffuses  itself  over  all  who 
may  aspire  to  the  same  eminence.  It  is 
not  the  pay  of  the  ensign  or  midshipman, 
that  compensates  to  the  sons  and  brothers 
of  your  Idships  for  the  hardships  and  dan-' 
gers  of  their  station.  No,  it  is  the  hope  of 
treading  in  the  paths  of  those  under  whom 
they  serve,  of  leading  in  their  time  our 
fleets  and  armies  to  yictory,  and  of  sharing 
perhaps  one  day  the  rewards  and  honours 
of  a  Marlboro\igh  or  a  Nelson.  What 
would  their  feelings,  what  would  your 
own  be,  if  against  your  connections  alone 
these  hopes  were  irrevocably  closed  ?  The 
same  principle  applies  to  every  walk  and 
every  situation  of^  life.  The  peer  degrad- 
ed from  his  hereditary  rights  ;  the  com-  , 
moner  forbid  to  avail  himself  of  the  confi- 
dence of  his  coundryjnen ;  the  ofricer  limit- 
ed to  subordinate  command  ;  the  barrister 
pleading  before  a  bench  to  which  he  can- 
not rise  ;  the  very  merchant  declared  un- 
worthy to  control  his  own  property,  and 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  banking  cor- 
poration; four  millions  of  people  pro- 
scribed by  law  from  the  legislature  and 
government  of  their  country,  debarred 
from  the  exercise  of  those  talents  which 
might  save  the  empire,  and  looking  on  as 
men  bound  and  fettered  in  the  midst  of  a 
contest  which  is  to  decide  on  their  exis- 
tence. What  a  picture  does  this  offer  of 
a  free  community  !  Can  you  believe  that 
the  feelings  of  the  higher  classes  only  aro 
aflected  by  such  a  proscription  ?  If  it  were 
so,  I  should  still  inquire  on  what  principle 
you  dishonour  all  your  most  distinguished 
subjects  ;  what  policy  has  banished  from 
the  service  of  a  monarchy  all  those  by 
whom  its  institutions  are  best  upheld  ? — 
But  do  not  deceive  yourselves  with  this 
belief.  Your  exclusions  are  as  odious  as 
they  are  unjust.  The  sense  of  dishonour^ 
and  the  consequences  of  distrust,  extend 
themselves  to  every  class.  The  personal 
advantages  of  a  more  liberal  confidence 
might  probably  be  enjoyed  but  by  few  ; 
this  is  not  the  light  in  which  the  British 
constitution  considers  political  functions. 
Open  to  the  emulation  of  all,  and  exercis- 
ed by  those  who  have  a  common  interest 
with  their  fellow-subjects,  they  are  a  pro- 
tection and  safeguard  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. Limited  to  particular  classes, 
and  withheld  by  distrust  from  the  great 
majority  of  the  people,  tlw^y  become  in-  ", 
struments  of  ooprcssion  and  degradation. 
jNor'is  this  a  matter  of  reasontng  only ; 
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nor  are  these  impressions  confined  to  those 
who  know  how  to  estimate  the  value  and 
to  feel  the  depriy^on  of  political  equali'- 
ty.  The  influence  of  such  a  system  ex- 
tends itself  unseen  through  all  the  classes 
of  society,  and  operates  on  all  the  trans- 
actions of  life,  it  establishes  two  descrip- 
tions of  your  people :  the  one  trusted,  and 
therefore  protected;  the  other  whom 
your  laws  stiffmatize  with  disaflection,  and 
whom  their  fellow-subjects  are  tl^refore 
taught  to  regard  with  jealousy.  My  lords, 
these  feelings  must  prevail  so  long  as  such 
distinctions  are  permitted  to  remain ;.  they 
result  much  more  from  the  principle  of 
the  exclusion,  than  from  the  value,  ^at 
as  it  is,  of  that  which  is  withheld.  TTiey 
operate  on  those  who  might  never  have 
aspired  to  the  distinctions  or  honours  of 
the  state,  but  who  will  daily  feel  the  want 
of  that  protection,  which  nothing  can  in- 
sure to  the  lower  classes  of  society  except 
a  government  of  equal  laws.  Whatever 
be  the  issue  of  this  discussion,  I  trust  their 
loyalty  will  remain  unshaken.  But  do 
not  flatter  yourselves  that  your  re^al  wiU 
not  be  deeply  felt  You  are  daily  calling 
i^on  the  people  of  Ireland  to  make  great 
sacrifices,  and  for  great  objects  ;  you  are 
exhorting  them  to  hazard  even  life  itself, 
in  defending  their  country  against  inva- 
sion, conquest,  and.  slavery.  To  excite 
and  to  uphold  this  resolution,  you  must 
seek  to  cherish  in  their  minds  those  feel- 
ings which  thfese  exclusions  are  most  cal- 
culated to  wound ;  you  must  animate  them 
to  the  sentiments  and  the  virtues  of  free- 
men ;  you  must  teach  them  to  value  the 
British  constitution ;  you  must  give  them 
an  equal  participation  of  its  benefits. 
Such,  I  have  already  said,  will,  I  am  sure, 
at  no  distant  period,  be  the  wise  anc)  for- 
tunate decision  of  my  country.  This  cer- 
tainly we  have  acquired  by  the  course  of 
these  discussions,  and  we  hail,  it  as  a  most 
auspicious  omen  for  the  peace  and  union, 
for  the  safety  and  glory  of  the  empire. 
May  the  completion  of  these  hopes  be  ac- 
celerated !  The  necessities  of  the  times 
are  urgent;  the  opportunity  is  favourable. 


it  may  so  continue  until  this  great  work 
be  finally  accomplished !— One  thing 
more  before  I  conclude :  one  reflection  I 
ivould  wish  to  suggest,  not  to  the  respect- 
able persons  whose  names  immediately 
follow  this  Petition,  to  them.it  is  unneces- 
sary ;  but  if  my  voice  could  extend  itself 
to  the  remotest  corners  of  our  sister  island, 
I  would  address  myself  to  all  those  whose 


rights  I  have  asserted^  and  in  whose  ^caaise 
my  heart  is  wanned  ;    I  would  beseech 
them  still  to  look,  for  the  gratification  of 
all  their  wi^ies  to  tho  united  legislature  of 
their  country.    In  that  course  they  wrili 
infallibly  succeed ;    no  man  any  longer 
doubts  it»      In  any  other,  they  will  insure 
to  themselves  misery  and  remorse,  and   to 
their  country  the  heaviest  of  calamities. 
Let  them  not  consider  this  as  the  language 
of  prejudice  ;  or  as  dictated  by  any  inte- 
rest, however  public,  yet  separate  from 
their  own*     Let  them  look  at  the  conti- 
nental states  of  £nrope,  crsuhed  into  one 
mass  of  undistinguishable  slavery.     What 
artifices  were  not  used  to  disunite  the  peo* 
pie  of  those  unhappy  countries !    what 
hopes  were  not  excited,  what  promises 
held  out  of  complete  relief  Apobl  every 
political  and  every  religious  grievance ! 
In  what  single  instance  have  their  eiq>ecta- 
tions  been  fulfilled  ?   Upon  disunion,  what 
has  followed?  conqhest.   Upon  conquest,  a 
tyranny  more  merciless  than  language  can 
describe  or  imagination  paint.     The  cru- 
elty of  the  oppressors  has  been  exceeded 
only  by  their  rapacity;  the  miseries  of 
France  herself  have  been  inferior  only  to 
those  of  her  deceived  and  subjugated  allies. 
There  is  not  one  among  the  nations  who 
have  sought  her  friendship,  that  has  not 
been  brought  under  her  iron  yoke.   There 
is  not  one  individual  that  has  assisted  her 
views,  who  does. ngt  groan  at  this  very 
hour  under  a  slavelfy  far  more  dreadful 
than  that  of  the  most  '.oppressed  class  in 
the  worst  governed  couh^  of  Europe  be- . 
fore  this  revolution.  Religious  persecution, 
commercial    ruin,    political  desradatioo, 
these  are  the  instruments  of  her  dominion,  • 
and  the  never-failing  consequences  of  her . 
success.    All  ranks,  all  classes,  all  descrip- 
tions of  men,  have  been  alike  involved  in 
common  destruction  ;    the  Church  with 
the  State,  the  Cottage  with  the  Palace. 
Yet  all  these  evils,  yet  all  the   miseries 
that  France  has  felt,  or  has  inflicted,  are 
as  a  feather  in  compai*ison  with   those 
which  she  is  endeavouring  now  to,  pour 
down  upon  Ireland.    There   the  war,  if    . 


beyond  all  expectation  ;    God  grant  that   once  established  by  the  disunion  of  Irish- 


1: 


men,  must  be  long  protracted  ;  there  all 
the  horrors  of  civil  contest  would  aggra- 
vate those  of  foreign  invasion  :  th^re  the 
success  of  France  would  be  more  terrible 
to  the  deluded  victims  of  her  perfidy,  even 
than  to  her  enemies.  ^  In  Ireland,  submis- 
sion would  not  disarm  her  hatred  ;  domi- 
nion would  not  satisfy  her  ambition ;  nor 
could  she 'secure  tfee  advantages  of  cw«- 
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quest,  except  by  the  total  desolation  of  the 
cQunuy.  Let  then  the  people  of  Ireland 
be  persuaded,  that  there  is  no  individual, 
however  low  in  rank  or  obscure  in  station, 
whose  religion  and  liberty,  whose  property 
and  life,  ara  not  threatened  by  theae  de- 
signs ;  none  who  is  not  as  deeply  interested 
in  resisting  them,  as  the  most  powerful,  or 
the  most  opulent  member  of  society.  Let 
them  be  convinced,  even  those  who  most 
complain  of  these  unjust  exclusions,  that 
there  is  one  course  only  by  which  their 
civil  rights  can  finally  be  established,  one 
only  by  which  th6ir  present  advantages 
can  be  preserved.  Let  it  be  indelibly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  Ireland,  that 
it  is  only  by  union,  by  close  and  intimate 
union  with  Great  Britain,  that  she  can,  in 
this  dreadful  convulsion  of  the  world,  de- 
fend her  soil,  protect  her  people,  or  main- 
tain her  independence.— My  Lords,  I  move 
you,  ''  That  this  House  do  immediately 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  consider 
the  Petition  of  His  Majesty^s  Roman  Ca- 
tholic subjects  of  Ireland.^' 

The  motion  having  been  read  from  the 
woolsack. 

Viscount  Sidmouik  rose  and  said,  that 
diirering  entirely  as  he  did  from  the  noble 
baron,  by  whom  the  motion  had  been 
made,  he  was  desirous  of  submitting  the 
grounds  of  that  difference  to  their  lord- 
ships' consideration.  That  the  subject  to 
which  it  applied  was  of  *'  the  roost  awful 
importance,  and  delicate  in  the  highest 
degree,"  -he  most  readily  admitted ;  but 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
agiution  of  it  at  this  time.  The  noble 
baron  had  on  a  former  day  distinctly  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  share  in  advisinsr  it : 
by  i»'«oble  earl  (the  earl  of  Moira)  it'^had 
been  deprecated  in  the  strongest  terms : 
both  those  noble  lords  were  then  appre- 
hensive that  the  cause  to  which  they  were 
friendly,  might  be  prejudiced  by  a  dis- 
cussion at  the  present  moment:  it  was, 
indeed,  impossible  but  that  they  must  be 
conscious  of  what  was  due  to  the  opi- 
nion so  recently  expressed  by  parliament, 
and  to  feelings,  the  prevalence  of  which 
had  been  still  more  Tecentl  v  manifested 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  petitioners 
had  therefore  come  forward  under  circum- 
stances, which,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of 
their  most  powerful  friends,  reflected  no 
credit  on  their  prudence:  he  was,  how- 
ever, apprehensive  that  they  had  also  sub- 
jected themselves  to  the  danger  of  impu- 
tations on  their  public  spiritaud  patriotism : 
not  that  a  doubt  was  entertained  by  him 


of  the  zeal  and  determination  with  which 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  petition  would  assist  in  repel- 
ling an  invading  enemy;  but,  considering 
the  time  of  presenting  it,  and  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  expressed,  it  seemed  evident 
that  there  was  a  disposition  to  operate,  if 
possible,  upon  the  tears  of  those  to  whom 
It  was  addressed.  The  petitioners  appeared 
to  be  not  unwilling  to  do  themselves  some 
injustice  for  the  sa^ke  of  their  object ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  intimated  that  the  ar- 
dour ajtd  animation  at  least,  with  which 
they  might  perform  their  duties  at  a  period 
of  the.utmost  emergency,  might  depend, 
in  some  degree,  upon  the  fate  of  their  pe- 
tition. For  the  honour  of  those  by  whom 
such  a  condition  .might  seem  to  be  held 
forth,  he  could  not  but  question  its  reality. 
As  well  might  the  soldier  refdse  to  march 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  or  the  sailor  to 
weigh  the  anchor,  without  a  previous  sti- 
pulation for  an  increase  of  pay  and  emo- 
lument. It  was  therefore  not. to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  respectable  individuals  to 
whom  alone  the  objects  of  this  petition 
were  important,  could  so  discredit  them- 
selves, as  thus  to  bargain  with  their  coun- 
try ;  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that,  be- 
cause by  their  own  refusal  to  take  the  oath 
of  supremacy,  they  were  debarred  from 
holding  the  highest  situations  of  judicial, 
military,  and  political  authority  and  power, 
they  could  lose  sight  of  the  Unexampled 
beneficence  which  they  have  experienced 
from  their  sovereign ;  and  by  withhold- 
ing, or  abating  their  exertions  in  his  sup- 
port, impair  his  means  of  protecting  his 
dominions,  and  his  crown,  and  the  liberties 
and  property  of  themselves,  and  their  fel- 
low subjects,'  against  the  malignant  and 
implacable  enemy  of  every  independent 
6tate  in  the  world. — Having  thus  com- 
mented on  the  time  and  mode  of  bringing 
forward  this  petition,  Iprd  S.  proceeded  to 
observe  upon  its  object,  which,  he  said, 
was  narrow,  selfish,  and  delusive,  inasmuch 
as  it  held  out  the  prospect  of  benefit  to  the 
many,  without  the  possibility  of  advantage, 
except  to  a  very  few.  The  term  emanci- 
pation was  not  indeed  to  be  found  in  the 
petition,  nor  had  it  been  used  by  the  noble 
baron ;  but  it  was  still  employed  as  an 
instrument  of  deception;  and  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained  that  it  had  been  suc<- 
cessful  in  raising  those  hopes  and  expec- 
tations, which  could  alone  account  for  the 
numerous  signatures  subjoined  to  the  pe- 
tition. But,  in  fact,  between  its  real  ob- 
ject, and  the  condition  of  .the  great  body 
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of  the  Catholics  of  lYtthnd,  there  was  no 
relation  whateirer :  the^r  wouk)  remain  in 
the  same  state  if  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ivas  complied  if  ith :  their  restlessness  and 
discontent  arose  from  an  imperfect  state  of 
ciTilization,  and  from  its  concomitants, 
poverty,  ignorance,  and  bigotry.  To  them 
it  would  aflbrd  no  relief  to  enable  Roman 
Catholics  to  hold  the  highest  sitaations  in 
the  army,  the  navy,  the  law,  and  the 
state ;  nor  would  it  even  administer  to  their 
gratification,  as  there  were  few  subsisting 
ties,  which  connected  the  higher  \dth  the 
inferior  classes  of  the  community,  atfd  in 
such  a  state  of  things  what  could  be  the 
induce^ients  to  sympathy  and  attach- 
ment>  The  peasant  could  take  little  in- 
terest in  any  accession  of  honor  and  emo- 
Ivment  to  a  superior,  whom  he  scarcely 
knew  bat  by  name,  and  whom  he  re- 
gurded^with  no  other  feelings  than  thf)se 
inttiilcated  by  his  priest;  the  sole  object  of 
bis  respect,  and  by  whom  alone  he  was 
influenced  and  controuled.  The  muki" 
tade  were  therefore  deluded  and  misled 
by  being  made  use  of  for  the  attainment- 
of  an  o^ect,  in  which  they  had  no  inte- 
rest, «nd  the  accomplishment  of  which 
would  not  have  the  eflfect  of  removing 
any  of  the' material  causes  of  what  was  to 
be  deplored  in  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land. Thiii  being  the  case,  it  was  in  vain 
to  pretend  that  a  measure,  so  Ihnited  and 
partial  in  its  operation,  could  possibly 
efi^t  its  professed  purpose  of  conciliating 
and  satisfying  the  great  body  of  Irish 
Catholics.  It  miglft  produce  present  ex- 
ultation, which  Would  however  be  follow- 
ed by  lasting  disappointment. — ^But  this 
measured  WHS  not  only  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  conciliation,  but  the  reward  of 
lojralty:  and  yet  when  this  inducement 
was  mentioned  it  was  usually  aeoompanied 
with  a  cautionary,  if  not  a  menacing  inti- 
ination  with  respect  to  the  probable  con- 
sequences'of  refusal.  Over  the  past  he 
wished  to  draw  a  veil,  admitting  however 
that  nothing  could,  be^  more  unjust  than 
to  attribtite  to  the  Catholics,  exclusively, 

•  the  disaffection  and  turbulence  by  which 
Ireland  had  been  convulsed :  but  in  look- 
ing to  the  future,  it  was  not  unfeasonable 

.  to  consider  how  political  pow^r,  if  obtain- 
ed, was  likely  to  be  exercised  by  those, 
who,  it  should  seem,  were  not  to  be  impli- 
citly relied  upon  for  the  active  performance 
of  their  most  momentous  duties,  if  it  was 
withheld.  He  had  already  said  that  he  nei- 

^  ther  did  nor  could  suppose  that  such  wouM 
b^the  conduct  of  tho  Catholics ;  but  there 


I  was  evidently  a  desire  to  give  tlte«n  thtf 
benefit  of  the'  apprehension  which  such 
intimations  were  calculated  to  pf^oduce. 
The  objections  to  stfch  an  iMiovation  ap- 
peared to  him  to  bi&  ^strongV  and  insor- 
mountftble. — R^Kgidn-was  the  great  bond 
of  society :  there  most  therefore  be  a  re- 
gion of  the  stftteu  This  was  peculiarly 
necessary  in*  th)9  osttnt^y,  where  *  the  re>- 
formed  religion  Uraa-  an.  essential  part  of 
the  coastttolloH/iulld'  ideitlified  with  our 
limited  moiMrCfhy  :  the^  had 'always  suf- 
fered tegbt^r:  poritmiam^  and  democra- 
cy overwiielnled  both'tirthe'tiitye  o^  the 
ComnMnfwealih  ;i  atiJ  in  tlhat  of  Jiames  2nd 
both'  w«i^  ehdrnksf^  by  th«  attempt  to 
inttodbce  fperf'  and  arbitrar]^  power. 
It  had  th^^fdre  becif  a^  pstrt  of  th<f  wise 
poHey'ofotrr  akidesMirs  to  stnsngthen  and 
protect  the  eeele.4i«^tieal  estabHshment, 
and- wii^  it  our  civil''  condtitdtion,  by '  re- 
quirittg^that:  those  pevions'  ^fhb  held  cer- 
tain oiK«es  of  trusr  should  ^ve  p¥o6h  of 
their  fidelity  aiufattacbnsent  to  the  ehurch, 
as  well  as  to  the  'state.  Upon  this  basis 
it  w^9that  thep^cy  of  religious  tests  was 
founded  ^  and  without  a  condemnation  of 
tlie  conduct  of  our  ancestors  at  the  periods 
of  the  Refbrmation,  and  the  Revolution,  and 
at  the  accession  of  the  house  of  Brunswick, 
it  was  imfpo^sible  to  depart  from  it. — 
These  were  his  general  objections :  the 
special  and  detailed  reasons  which  led 
him  to  resist  this  motion  were.  That  there 
was  no  instance  in  which  Protestants  and 
Papists  had  agreed  in  the  exercise  of  po- 
litical power  in  the  Same  state : — ^That  the 
attempt  must  occasion  continual  competi- 

Hion,  and  contentions  the  most  violent;  par- 
ticularly in  a  country,  where,  by  its  consti- 
tution; so  many  situations  were  elective, 
and  in  which  the  weight  of  numbers  was, 
with  persons  of  one  persuasion,  and  that  of 
property  with  those  of  another  : — ^That  it 
appeared  to  beiiigbly  dangerous  to  render 
any  persons  capable  of  holding  the  highest 
situations  of  political  power,  who  in  the 
conscientious  exercise  of  it  were  liable  to 
be  directed  and  controuled  by  an  au* 
thority  foreign  from,  and  occasionally 
adverse  to,  the  supreme  author!^  of  the 
state  under  which  they  lived : — ^Thal  the 
consciences,  and  conduct  of  persons  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion  being  thus 
under  the  influence  and«  guidance  of  others, 
they  could  not  possibly  be  sure  of  them- 
selves, as  was  particularly  exemplified  by 
James  2d,  who  upon  his  accession,  de- 
clared to  his  privy  council  that '  he  should 
make  it  his  endeavour  to  preserve  the*  go-  - 
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Ternment  both  in  ohurch  and  state,  >ae 
hy  iaw  established  ;'  ^  a  declaratioa  soon 
afterward s  repeated  in '  >  h  is  fi  rst .  speech 
iroiii  the  throne;  bat  the  .disregard  of 
"which  thn>aeh  the  instigation  of  hiit 
religious  contessor,  cost  him  his  crown. 
That  it  behoTed  those,  who  iiairoured  this 
Proposition  to  consider  what  use  had 
heretoitbre  been  made  by  Ropian  Cathp« 
lies  of  political  power  ;  and  pftrticularly  to 
reflect  on  the  manner  in  which  it  was  ex- 
ercised in  the  reign  of  qoeisn  Mary,  and  by 
James  2d,  and  his  par!  iamentin  Ireland  : — 
That  k  was  the  height  of  absurdity  to  sup- 
pose that  this  concession  (whioji  could  not 
fiiiJ,  notwkhstanding.  «U  that  had  been 
said  by  the  noble  barpn  to  the  contrary, 
$o  spread  terror  amongst  the  Protesitants 
of  Ireland)  comld  possibly  have  the  effect 
of  conciliating,  and  satisfying  the  Catho- 
lics: that  for  the  great  booy  of  persons 
of  tt^at  persuasion,  and  particulariy  for  the 
priests,  it  would  do  nothing:  it  was  there- 
lore  in  vain  to  expect  a  contented  acqui- 
escence in  a  measure,  founded  upon  an 
invidious  prefereiice  of  the  higher  classes 
of  the  laity/ and  which,  by  totally  neglect- 
ipg,  excluded  the  clergy  -fropi  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  emoluments,  honors,  and 
dignities,  which  were  deemed  to  belong, 
as  of  rig^t,  to  what  is  termed  Holy 
Church,  and  to  be  fit  and  necessary  in- 
struments of  its  influence  and  power. — 
These  wer^  some  of  the  objections  which 
he  felt  to  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
baron,  the  practical  object  of  which  was 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Cor- 
poration acts,  and  to  dispense  with  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  all  persons  of  all  sects  and 
religions  whatever  to  fill  the  highest 
offices  of  trust  in  the  united  kingdom. 
All  distinctions  on  account  of  religion 
were  to  be  done  away  :  a  Catholic  was 
to  become  capable  qf  keeping  the  consci- 
ence of  the  king,  and  of  dispensing  the 
preferments  of  a  Protestant  Church.  But 
it  was  in  vain  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all 
the  mischief,  apd  absurdities,*  to  which,  as 
It  appeared  to  him,  this  innovation  would 
necessarily  lead.  His  objection  was  to 
the  principle  of  getting  rid  of  all  distinc- 
tions on  account  of  religion  j  which  ob- 
jection was  strengthened  in  the  present 
instance  by  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  detailed  in  her  Canons,  all  of 
which  were  in  force,  until  repealed  by  the 

*  See  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History 
of  England,  vol.  iv>  p.  1^42. 
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authority  of  a  general  council ;  and  stitl 
/urther,  by  the  proofs  with  which-  history 
abounded,  that  the  doctrine^  and  discipline 
of  that  Church  were  hostile  to  the  progress 
of  knowledge,  and  to  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  mankind.  To  him,  therefore,  it 
was  a  subject  of  astonishment  that  such  an 
alteration  should  be  countenanced  by 
those  who  were  friendly  to  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution  ;  an  event,  produced* 
not  by  feelings  of  aversion  to  tOe  Stuart 
family,  but  by  a  dread  of  arbitrary  powsr^ 
and  of  a. religious  communion,  whioh  ha(^ 
ever  been  its  handmaid  and  instrument ; 
and  it  was  not  true  that  the  danger  was 
removed  because  the  house  6i  Stuart  was 
extinct :  on  the  contrary,  the  necessity  of 
precaution  continued  because  the  tenets 
and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  Romo 
were  unchanged. — ^It  appeared  therefore 
to  him  to  be  indispensably  necessary  io 
adhere  firmly  to  the  fundamental  princi* 
pies  of  the  Reformation  and  Reeoiution  : 
principles  that  were  not  violated,  although 
their  application  was  in  si>me  respects  sos* 
pended,  by  measures  of  sev^ri^  which 
were  adopted  under  the  pressure  of  a  crneU 
but,  as  lord  Clare  truly  stated,  an  over-, 
ruling  and  indispensable  necessity,  and 
which  during  the  reign  of  hi^  present  ma* 
jesty  had  been  gradually  and  completely 
done  away. '  Perfect  toleration  was  now 
enjoyed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  in  Ireland  there  was 
no  other  distinction  between  the  Catholic 
and  the  Protestant,  but  that  the  Act  of  Su- 
premacy  not  being  wholly  repealed,  the 
former,  in  consequence  of  his  refusal  to 
take  the  oath  which  it  prescribed,  was  not 
qualified  to  hold  the  highest  situations  of 
judicial,  military,  and  political  power. — ^ 
Much,  however,  remained  to  be  done  for 
Ireland,  and  much  he  trusted  would  be  ac- 
complished by  the  provident  and  super- 
intending wisdom  of  government  and  of 
parliament.  The  evils  inherent  in  her 
present  condition  were  poverty  and  igno- 
rance ;  which  could  only  be  obviated  by 
industry  and  instructioh.  This' was  the 
emancipation  which  the  state  of  Irel^d 
called  K>r,  and  without  which  all  other  ex- 
pedients would  be  fruitless. — JP system  of 
education  comprehending  the  children  of 
Protestants  and  Papists,  arid  the  utmost 
poasible  encouragement  to  the  Protestant 
Clergy  to  reside  on  their  benefices^  (for 
which  latter  purpose,  he  was  happy  to  ob- 
serve that  a  bill  was  then  on  the  table) 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  gradual 
change  of  habits,  and  manners,  the  most 
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fevoonitble  to  the  welfare  of  indiyiduals, 
and  to  the  interests  of  the  state. — It  was, 
he  was  convinced,  by  such  means  only  as 
he  had  last  adverted  to,  that  we  could  hope 
to  approach  the  object,  of  which  all  their 
lordships  must  be  desirous,  namely,  that  of 
rendering  Ireland  a  Protestant  community. 
This  could  never  be  effected  by  measures 
of  severity  towards  the  Catholics :  perse- 
cution had  never,  made  a  real  proselyte. 
With  these  measures  he  should  wish  to 
combine  a  moderate  provision,    at    the 
charge  of  the  state,  for  the  deserving  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy;  with  a 
yiew  to  the  relief  of  individuals,  to  whom 
the  expence  of  contributing  to  the  support 
of  two  establishments  was  burthensome 
and  vexatious,  and  for  the  purpose  too  of 
convincing  the  Catholic  Clergy,  that  by 
.peaceable,  and  becoming  conduct,  they 
would  entitle  themselves  to  the  considera- 
tion and  iavour  of  the  government.     On 
the  proposal  for  a  modification  of  Tythes, 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  not  formed 
his  opinion ;  but  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
it  was  a  subject  to  which  ministers  were 
turning  their  serious  attention. — Lord  Sid- 
mouth,  concluded,  by  expressing  his  con- 
viction, that  it  was  not  by  such  a  measure 
as  that  now  proposed,  that  Ireland  was  to 
be  tranquillized  ;  but  by  a  comprehensive 
system,  founded  upon  a  just  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
The  history  of  the  last  thirty  years  had 
afforded  continual  proofs  of  the  inefficacy 
of  mere  concession.     Whenever  a  measure 
of.that  description  had  been  urged,  an  as- 
surance was  given  that  it  would  be  the 
last ;  and  yet  it  was  invariably  followed 
by  a  fresh  demand.    The  prodigal  conces- 
sions of  1793,  it  was  universally  believed, 
had  fiilly  satisfied  every  possible  claim : 
nevertheless,  within  the  period  of  the  last 
ten  years,  there  had  been  two  rebellions,  { 
the  object  of  which,  according  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  those   by  whom  they 
were  excited,  and  conducted,  was  not  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,  nor  the  redress  of 
any  ailed ged  grievances  ;    but  separation 
frcmi  Great  Britain.    This,  unhappy  bias* 
Could  only  be  changed  by  correcting  the 
ignoranceP  promoting  the  industry,  and 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  :  thereby  Creating  that  con- 
fidence and,  sense  of  security,  which  by 
epcouraging  the  residence  of  the  landlord 
would  bring  him  into  habits  of  communi- 
cation with  his  tenants  and  dependants; 
and  thus  establish  those  links  that  belong 
to  a  w^U  conditioned  state  of  society,  ah4 


which  in  this  country  happily  connect  the 
higher  with  the  lower  orders  of  the  com- 
munity.    But  he  objected  to  the  measure 
now  proposed  because  it  did  not  go  to  the 
root  of  the  existing  evil ;  because  it   did 
not  reach  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
real  causes  of  the  present  state  of  Ireland. 
He  also  felt  himself  irresistibly    called 
upon  to  oppose  it  by  his  veneration  for 
those  principles  which  produced  the   Re- 
formation,   and    the    Revolution,    which 
placed  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick 
upon  the  throne,  and  which  must  ever  con- 
stitute the  solid  security  for  the  civil  and 
religious  liberties  of  the  United  ELingdom. 
Tne  Earl  of  Moira  said,  that  he  could 
not  let  a  moment  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had 
caught  the  attention  of  their  lordships^ 
until    he   had    met    and   combated    the 
opinion  of  the  noble  viscount  in  tlie  outset 
of  his  speech,  where  he  had  taken  upon 
him  to  assert,  that  there  was  in  the  peti- 
tion, or  in  the  manner  or  the  time  of  its 
being  presented,   something   that  would 
justify  a  suspicion  of  the  loyalty  or  public 
spirit  of  the  catholics  of  Ireland.     They 
had  come  forward  in  no  underhand  way, 
nor  had  they  pressed  their  plaims  in  any 
intemperate  language.    They  had,  in  the 
most  respectful  manner,  submitted  to  this 
house  a  manly  statement  of  the  grievances 
they  laboured  under,  and  asked  to  be  re- 
lieved from  them.     What,  then,  his  noble 
friend  could  have  seen  in  that  petition,  or 
the  circumstances  of  it,  that  could  have  war- 
ranted such  an  imputation,  he  was  totally 
at  a  loss  to  conceive.    The  noble  viscount 
had  further  objected,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  was  circumscribed,  and  re- 
lated  only  to  few    and  partial  exemp- 
tions.    He  was  of  a  very  difierent  opi- 
nion.    He  could  not  be  brought  to  think, 
that  the  disabilities  under  which  the  ca- 
tholics at  present  laboured,  were  either 
few  in  number,  or  partial  in  operation. 
But  the  noble  viscount  was  apprehensive, 
that  if  even  the  present  claims  of  the  ca- 
tholics were  acceded  to,  they  would  not 
stop  here.    While  that  body  was  excluded 
from  the  participation  of  any  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  British  subject,  he  not 
only  thought  that  they  would  not  stop 
there,  but  that  they  ought  not.    The  noble 
viscount  had  extolled  the  constitution,  and 
was  it  unnaturail  that. those  who  were  so 
long  witnessing  its  benefits  should  be  anxi- 
ous to  share  in  it  ?  Was  it  not  an  ambition 
natural  to  the  jnind  of  every  i^i^n  ?  and 
while  the  noble  viscount  poured  out  such 
eulogiums  on  the  glorious  Revolution^  how 
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could  he  consider  it  a  light  and  partial 
evil  to  be  deprived  of  any  of  the  blessings 
of  which  it  was  the  cause  ?  But  it  was  con- 
tended, that  the  prayer,  if  complied  with, 
tended  necessarily  to  the  subversion  of  the 
constitution ;  and  this  danger  was  to  be 
illustrated  by  a  most  extravagant  supposi- 
tion of  a  case  barely  possible  and  most 
improbable — the  appointment  of  a  Catho- 
lic to  the  office  or  chancellor.     Why,  it 
was  certainly  true,  that  the  king  might,  if 
he  pleased,  appoint  his  groom  to  be  his 
chancellor ;  but  this  he  imagined,  that  the 
royal  discretion  would  be  as  effectual  a 
preventive  against  such  an  appointment  as 
any  law  of  parliament  could  be.     He  was 
as  much  attached  to  the  church  as  any 
noble  lord,  and  he  did  think,  with  his 
noble   friend  who  spoke   last,  that   the 
church  was  so  rooted  in  the  state^  that  it 
was  iiApossible  to  affect  the  one  without 
injuring  the  other ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
penal  code,  he  could  not  agree  with  his 
noble   friend,  that  the   principles  which 
gave  rise  to  that  code  were  the  result  of 
religious    differences.       He    had   always 
looked  upon  them  rather  as  the  effect  of 
political  precaution.     He  severely  depre- 
cated the  language   of  his  noble  firiend, 
which,   though   not   intended   to   be    so, 
might  be  attended  with  mischievous  ef- 
fects.     The  present  was  not  a  time  to 
alienate  the  hearts  or  damp  the  spirits  of 
four  mill  ions  of  people  willing  to  share  our 
danger  and  our  fate,  and  only  wishing  in 
return  to  partake  of  the  common   pri- 
vileges of  Britons.     The  crisis  had  been 
represented  as  an  awful  one  :  it  was  truly 
so,  perhaps  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
history  of  the  civilized  world  ;  and  in  the 
prevalent  indifierence»  the  smoothness  of 
our  passage,  he  feared,  was  owing  to  the 
rapidity  of  our  descent ;  and  at  the  first 
fatal  shock  our  fears  would  be  lost  in  our 
despair.     Therefore  he  thought  we  should 
awake  from  our  lethargy,  and  apply  the 
remedy  before  it  was  too  late.     An  hour 
should  not  be  lost  in  acceding  to  the  just, 
equitable,  and  unanswerable  claims  of  our 
Catholic  -brethren.      If  it  was  objected 
to  him,  why,  such  being  his  sentiments, 
did  he,  upon  a  former  occasion,  express 
his  regret  that  the  petition  had  been  at  the 
present  period  introduced  ;  he  was  ready 
to  answer,  that  his  regret  then  arose,   not 
from  any  disapprobation  .of  the  prayer  of 
that  petition,  but  because  he  thought  that 
at  the  present  period  there  was  not  only  no 
hope,  but  on  the  other  hand,  a  certainty, 
that  their  claims  would  be  rejected :  and 
Vol.  XI. 


his  regret  arose  from  his  dread  of  the 
exasperation  likely  to  be  produced  by 
such  rejection ;  for  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  man  to  be  disappointed,  and  not  man- 
fully to  feel  that  disappointment.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  satisfied,  that  if  the 
Catholics  had  seen  in  his  majesty's  present 
government  any  wish  to  accommodate, 
any  disposition  to  conciliate  them,  they 
would  have  waited  more  patiently ;  but 
from  the  ill  judged  policy  that  had  so 
recently  been  evinced  towards  that  body, 
they  were  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  con- 
stitutional organ  for  a  legitimate  object. 
The  late  government,  of  which  he  had 
been  an  humble  member,  had  brought  in 
a  bill  which,  if  its  object  had  been  lite- 
rally translated  into  its  title,  might  have 
been  called  a  bill  to  prevent  100,000  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  from  joining  the  French. 
This  bill  certainly  was  not  meant  to  em- 
brace any  of'the  great  objects  had  in  view 
by  the  Catholics  :  it  was  rather  meant  as  a 
peace-offering,  as  a  foreru^jner  of  better 
times ;  and  might  be  said  to  have  been 
sent  forth  as  the  dove  with  the  olive- 
branch,  to  tell  the  persecuted  catholics 
that  the  waters*  had  subsided,  and  that  the 
rising  day  would  soon  restore  her  original 
beauties  to  the  face  of  nature.  He  was 
grieved  to  find  that  such  had  been  the  po- 
licy of  the  present  government ;  nothing 
to  allay,  to  sooth,  or  to  reconcile,  but 
every  thing  to  incite  and  exasperate.  Why 
was  this?  At  any  time,  such  conduct 
would  have  been  nnpolitic ;  but,  at  the 
present  crisis,  it  was  such  a  union  of  folly 
and  madness  as  never  had  been  equalled. 
When  the  powers  of  Europe  were  wielded 
against  us  by  one  man,  the  most  formi- 
dable, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  in- 
veterate foe  England  ever  had  to  cope 
with,  was  it  immaterial  in  such  a  contest, 
whether  the  people  of  Ireland  were  fired 
with  all  their  native  ardour  in  our  cause, 
or  sunk  by  our  injustice  into  a  listless  de- 
jection and  a  cold-blooded  neutrality  ? 
With  w'hat  face  could  the  noble  viscount 
ask  'the  Irish  Catholic  to  brave  every 
danger,  to  expose  himself  to  the  hazards 
of  battle,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  the  Englishman  what  he  re- 
fused to  share  with  him  r  The  noble  vis- 
count could  not  make  so  selfish  a  proposal, 
and  if  he  did,  it  would  be  met  with  merit- 
ed indignation.  The  noble  earl  concluded 
with  conjuring  the  house  to  think  well  of 
the  claim  that  was  male  upon  their  justice, 
and  to  answer  it  in  the  manner  that  best 
became  the  interests  of  the  empire. 
2X 
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The  Bishop  of  N9nokh. — My  lords; 
I  rise,  for  the  first  time  in  my  Hie,  to  ad- 
dress your  lordshifM,  and  I  rise  with  unaf- 
fected reluctance  ;  not  because  I  entertain 
the  smallest  doubt  respecting  either  the 
expediency,  the  policy,  or  the  justice  of 
the  measure  now  under  consideration ; 
but,  because,  to  a  person  in  my  situation, 
it  must  be  exceedingly  painful,  (however 
firmly  persuaded  he  may  be  in  his  own 
mind)  to  find  himself  impelled  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  maintain  an  opinion,  directly 
the  reverse  of  which  is  supported  by  so 
many  wise  and  good  men^  who  belong  to 
the  same  profession,  and  who  sit  upon  the 
aame  bench  with  him.  Important  occa- 
sions however,  sometimes  arise,  on  which 
an  individual  may  be  called  upon  to  avow 
his  own  sentiments  explicitly  and  unequi- 
vocally, without  any  undue  deference  to 
th e  j  ud gment  of  others.  Such  an  occasion  I 
conceive  the  present  to  be,  and  shall  with- 
out further  apology  trouble  your  lordships 
with  a  few  remarks. — I  have  considered, 
with  all  the  care  and  attention  of  which  I 
am  capable,  the  various  arguments  which 
are  urged  against  the  Petition  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  has>  this 
day,  for  the  second  time,  been  presented 
and  supported  by  the  noble  baroa  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  with  his  usual  abi- 
lities, and  at  the  same  time,  with  that  well 
known  regard  for  the  real  interest  of  the 
Established  Church,  for  its  peace,  its  secu* 
rity,  its  honour,  and  its  prosperity,  which 
forms,  and  has  always  formed  so  distin- 
guished a  part  in  the  character  of  that  no- 
ble lord. — ^These  objections,  my  lords,  nu- 
merous as  they  are  said  to  be,  may  all  of 
them,  I  think,  be  reduced  under  four  heads. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  asserted,  or  rather 
strongly  insinuated,  that  the  religious 
tenets  of  the  Catholics,  are  of  such  a  na- 
ture as,  per  se,  to  exclude  those  who  hold 
them  firom  the  civil,  and  military  situa- 
tions, io  which  they  aspire.  It  is  next 
said,  that  if  this  were  not  the  case,  these 
situations  are  matters  of  favour,  not  of 
right,  and  therefore,  the  Catholics  have  no 
just  cause  to  complain  that  they  are  ex- 
cluded from  them.  In  the  third  place, 
we  are  told,  that  if  it  were  admitted,  that 
.the  measure  were,  abstractedly  considered, 
just  and  right ;  it  Would  be  highly  inex- 
pedient to  repeal  statutes,  which  were 
passed  with  much  deliberation ;  and  are 
considered  by  many,  as  the  bulwarks  of 
the  constitution,  in  church  and  state. 
And,  lastly,  there  are  some,  who  contend, 
that  if  there  were  no  other  objection,  the 


words  of  the  Coronation  Oath  present  ai 
insuperable  bar  to  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics.    I  shall  not  detain  your  lordships  ioni; 
in  the  examination  of  these  obj^ctiond,  be- 
cause they  have  been  repeatedly  discussed, 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  very  satisfactorily- 
refuted,  by  far  abler  men,  both  in    this 
house  and  out  of  it. — ^With  respect  to  the 
religious  tenets  of  the  Catholics  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  it  is  not  a  little  singular,    my 
lords,  that  we  will  not  allow  them  to  know 
what  their  own  religious  tenets  really  are. 
We  call  upon  them  for  their  Creed,  upon 
some  very  important  points:    and    they 
give  it  to  us  without  reserve  ;  but,  instead 
of  believing  what  they  say,  we  ref^r  them, 
with  an  air  of  controversial  triumph,  to  the 
councils  of  Constance,  or  Thoulouse,  to  the 
fourth  Lateran  council,  or  to  the  council  of 
Trent.     In  vain  they  most  explicitly,  and 
most  solemnly  aver,  that  they   hold   no 
tenet  whatsoever,  incompatible  with  their 
duties,  either  as  men,  or  as  subjects,  or  in 
any  way  hurtful  to  the  government  under 
which  they  live.     In  vain  they  publish  de- 
claration upon  declaration,  in  all  of  which 
they  most  unequivocally  disavow  those 
highly  exceptionable  tenets  which  are  im- 
puted-to  them  :  and  not  only  do  they  dis- 
avow, but  they  express  their  abhorrence 
of  them.    In  vain  they  confirm  these  de- 
clarations by  an  oath — an  oath,  my  lords, 
firamed  by  ourselves,  drawn  up  with  all 
possible  care,  and  caution,  and  couched  in 
terms  as  strong  as  language  a^rds.    In 
addition  to  these  ample  securities,  for  the 
principles  and  practice  of  this  numerous 
and  loyal  class  of  our  fellow  subjects  and 
fellow  christians,  a  great  statesman,  now 
unhappily  no  more,  caused  to  be  trans- 
mitted a  string  of  very  important  queries, 
to    the   principal  .  Catholic    Universities 
abroad;  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining, 
with  precision,  the  sentiments  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Clergy,  respecting  the  real  nature 
and  extent  of  the  papal  power,  and  some 
other  weighty  points.    The  answers  re- 
turned to  these  queries,  by  those  learned 
bodieSi  appeared  to  me  at  the  time,  as 
they  do  now,  perfectly  satisfactory,  and 
in  the  same  light  they  were  considered  by 
most  dispassionate  men.     Notwithstanding 
all  this,  a  concealed  jealousy *of  Catholics 
still  lurks  about,  by  far,  too  many  of  us ; 
a  jealousy,  in  my  opinion,  as  unworthy  of 
a  frank  and  enlightened  people,  as  it  is  in- 
jurious and  cruel  towards  those  who  are 
the  objects  of  it :  for  surely,  my  lords,  if 
there  be  one  position  more  incontrovertt- 
biy  true  than  anotiuer,  it  is  this  :*  if  an  in* 
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dividual,  or  a  body  of  men,  will  give  to 
the  goveniment  under  which  they  live 
such  a  security  upon  oath,  as  that  govern- 
ment itself  prescribes  ;> — if,  moreover,  they 
maintain  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral 
obligation,'  or  subversive  of  civil  society  ; 
their  speculative  opinions  of  a  religious  na- 
ture, can  never,  with  justice  or  with  rea- 
son, be  ur^ed  as  excluding  them  from  civil 
and  military  situations.  The  Catholics, 
my  lords,  give  this  security  ;  and  having 
given  it,  the  legislature  itself  ha^ declared, 
that  they  ought  to  be  considered  '  as  good 
and  loyal  subjects;'  as  such,  therefore,  in 
my  view  of  the  subject,  they  are  unques- 
tionably entitled  to  the  privileges  which 
they  claim.  When  I  speak  of  merely 
speculative  opinions  of  religion,  I  wish  to 
be  understood  as  meaning  such  opinions 
as  begin  in  the  underatanding,  and  rest 
there,  and  have  bo  practical  influence 
whatsoever  upon  our  conduct  in  life.  With 
this  limitation,  1  aip  not  sensible  that  there 
is  any  fallacy  in  the  argument  which  I 
have  made  use  of;  if  there  be  any,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  have  it  pointed  out ;  as  I  can- 
not possibly  have  any  motive  in  view  but 
what  from  my  heart,  I  believe  to  be  the 
truth. — Should  an  mifortunate  and  deep 
rooted  prejudice  prevail  so  far,  as  to  make 
us  say,  decidedly  and  openly,  that  we  will 
not  believe  a  Catholic  even  upon  his  oath, 
there  is  an  end,  my  lords,  of  the  discussion 
at  once ;  but  the  argument,  if  argument  it 
can  be  called,  proves  a  great  deal  too 
much ;  and  for  this  plain  reason:  no  ob- 
ligation more  binding  than  that  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Being  by  an  oath,  has 
hitherto  been  devised  in  civil  society : — he, 
therefore,  who  can  justly  be  supposed  ca- 
pable of  setting  at  nought  such  an  obligar 
tion,  upon  any  pretctnce  whatsoever,  is  not 
only  unworthy  of  the  privileges  here  con- 
tended ior,  but  he  is  imtit  for  all  social  in- 
tercourse of  every  kind*— Fetoto  sub  iisdem* 
tU  irabiiwa. — Harsh,  and  horrid,  as  the  ex- 
pression must  sound  in  your  lordships  ear^, 
ne  ought  to  be  exterminated  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  ;  or  at  least  he  should  be  ba- 
nished for  life  to  Botany  Bay ;  and  even 
when  arrived  there  he  should  be  driven 
back  into  the  sea ; — ^for  there  is  no  den  of 
thieve,  no  gang  of  robbers,  no  banditti  so 
thoroughly  profligate,  and  at  the  same  time 
80  devoid  of  common  understanding,  as  to 
admit  that  man  a  member  of  their  com- 
munity, upon  whose  fidelity  to  his  engage- 
ments no  reliance  can  be  placed  even  for 
a  tingle  hour. — I  come  now  to  the  second 
ij^dioDt  my  answer  t^  which  will  be 


very  short. ,  Civil  and  military  appoint- 
ments, are  it  s^ems,  matters  of  Favour,  not 
of  right,  and  therefore  the  Catholics  have 
no  just  cause  to  complain  that  they  are  ex- 
cluded from  them.  I  can  hardly,  my 
lords,  conceive  any  man  in  earnest  who 
regards  this  distinction  as  applicable  to 
the  present  case,  bvcause  no  one  pleads  for 
an  abstract  right  to  these  situations,  but 
for  a  capacity  of  holding  them :  no  one 
contends  for  the  absolute  possession  of 
civil,  and  military  offices,  but  for  equal 
eligibility  to  them,  and  having  endeavour- 
ed to  prove,  that  all  men  are  equally  eli- 
gible, who  give  to  the  government  unc)er 
which  they  live,  such  a  security,  upon 
oath,  for  their  conduct  as  subjects,  as  that 
government  itself  prescribes,  and  who 
maintain  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral 
obligation  or  subversive  of  civil  society,  I 
shall  only  add  here,  that  they  are  so  con- 
sidered to  be,  in  almost  all  the  govern- 
ments of  £urope  and  over  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  America :  and  I  should  be  sorry 
to  see  England  the  last  to  follow  so  good 
an  example.  '  But  it  is  inexpedient,' 
we  are  told,  <  to  repeal  statutes,  which 
'  were  passed  with  niuch  deliberation,  and 
'  ai*e  considered  by  many  as  the  bulwarks 
^  of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state.' 
How  long,  my  lords,  it  may  be  thought 
expedient,  or  necessary,  that  the  remain- 
ing part  of  these  restrictive  disqualifying 
statutes  should  be  enforced  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, or  ^  whiH  precipe  period  their 
operation  shall  eod»  is  a  question  not  for  a 
divine,  but  for  statesipen  and  lawyers  to 
decide.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  under  any  government,  how- 
ever free,  though  peculiar  circumstances 
may.  perhaps  call  for  statutes  of  a  very 
strict,  and  even  of  a  very  severe  nature, 
^  a  limited  period  of  iim^,  y^t  no  wise 
statesman  would^  I  imagine,  wish  those 
statutes  to  remain  unrepealed,  a  mo- 
mMsnt  after  the  circumstances  which  oc- 
casioned them  cease  to  exist,  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
the  statutfss  here  alluded  to,  and  of  the 
times  in  which  they  passed,  will  anticipate 
my  application  of  this  remark ;  the  appli- 
cation of  it  is,  indeed,  made  for  me,  by  a 
very  eminent  lawyer,  and  a  very  cordial 
friend  to  the  Ecclesiastical,  as  Well  as  to 
the  Civil  Constitution  of  this  realm.  This 
able  writer  observes,  more  than  once,  in  his 
Commentaries,  that  *  whenever  tlie  period 
'  shall  arrive,  when  the  power  of  the  Pope 
^  is  weak  and  insignificant,  and  there  is  no 
<  Pretender  to  the  throne,  that  then  will  bo 
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'  the  time  to  grant  full  indalgence'  to  the 
«  catholics.'  That  time,  my  lords,  is  now 
come ;  there  is  no  Pretender  to  the  throne ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  Papal  Power,  not 
a  single  person  present,  apprehends,  1  am 
thoroughly  persuaded,  any  danger  from  it; 
— in  truth  that  once  gigantic  power — me^- 
ni  Stat  nommis  umbra — and  nothing  morcf. 
Where,  then,  can  be  the  objection  to  grant- 
ing the  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ? 
A  Petition  founded  on  the  immutable 
principles  of  reason  and  of  justice  ;  a  Pe- 
tition also  which  worldly  policy  loudly 
calls  upon  us  to  accede  to  in  the  present 
very  serious  crisis — a  crisis  which  demands 
the  union  of  the  wise  and  brave  of  every 
description  and  of  every  denomination ; 
that  cordial  union,  I  mean,  which  is  most 
assuredly  the  best  support,  and  indeed  the 
only  secure  bulwark  of  every  government 
'  upon  earth.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that 
an  union  of  this  kind,  can  be  obtained  only 
by  confidence  and  conciliation :  but,  if 
worldly  policy  did  not  thus  loudly  call 
upon  us,  a  principle  of  gratitude  should 
lead  us  to  pay  all .  the  attention  in  our 
power  to  these  numerous  loyal  and  respect- 
able petitioners,  to  whom  we  are  in  a  great 
measure  indebted,  for  the  noblest  monu- 
ment of  wisdom  and  beneficence  combined, 
which  modern  times  have  seen  :  I  mean 
the  union  of  Ireland  with  England,  an 
union,  which,  without  their  cordial  co-ope- 
ration, could  never  have  been  effected. — In 
reply  to  these  observations,  which  appear 
to  me  to  carry  some  weight  with  them  ; 
there  are  who  maintain,  that  if  there  were  no 
other  objection  the  words  of  the  Coronation 
Oath  present  an  insuperable  bar  to  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Of  all 
the  arguments,  my  lords,  which  either 
principle  or  prejudice  had  suggested,  or 
which  imagination  has  started,  there  is  not 
one,  which  appears  to  me  to  rest  upon  so 
weak  a  foundation,  as  that  which  is  built 
upon  the  words  of  the  coronation  oath. 
This  oath,  as  your  lordships  well  know, 
underwent  some  alteration  at  the  period 
of  the  Revolution  in  1688,  at  which  pe- 
riod, that  great  prince,  William  the  third, 
entered  into  the  following  solemn  engage- 
ment when  he  ascended  the  throne  of  this 
kingdom: — '  I  will  maintain  the  laws  of 
'  God,  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel  and 

*  the  reformed  protestant  church  establish- 
'  f  d  by  law ;  and  I  will  preserve  to  the 
'  bishops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to 
'  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge, 

*  all  such  rights  and  privileges,  as  by  law 

*  do  or  shall  appertain  unto  them,  or  to 


*  any  of  them.' — ^If,  my  lords,  even  intelli- 
gent and  honest  men,  were  not  Rometimea 
disposed  to  adopt  any  mode  of  reasoning, 
however  weak,  which  coincides  with  their 
preconceived  ideas  upon  a  subject,  it  would 
be  no  easy  matter  to  find  out  upon  what 
principle  of  iair  construction,  the  words 
which  I  have  just  just  repeated  firora  the 
coronation  oath,  can  be  thought  if  militate 
against  the  claims  6f  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  said,  for  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  it  is  either 
repugnant  to  the  •  laws  of  God,'  or,  to  the 
unconfined  and  benevolent  tendency  of 
the  gospel,  or  to  those  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened principles  upon  which  the  rctbrma-" 
tion  was  founded :  to  admit  to  situations 
of  h6nour  or -of  profit  in  the  state,  men  of 
talents  and  of  virtue,  to  whom  no  objection 
can  possibly  be  made,  but  their  speculative 
opinions  of  merely  a  religious  nature  ; 
nor  can  I  conceive  in  what  manner  *  the 
'  rights  and  privileges  of  the  bishops  and 
'  clergy  of  this  realm,  or  of  the  churches 
'  committed  to  their  charge,'  can  be  af- 
fected by  granting  civil  and  military  ap- 
pointments to  men,  cordially  devoted  to 
the  civil  constitution,  and  who  have  so- 
lemnly declared  upon  oath,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther tfieir  intention,  nor  their  wish,  to  injure 
or  disturb  the  ecclesiastical.  For  my  own 
part,  my  lords,  as  an  individual  clergyman 
of  the  church  of  England,  sincerely  at- 
tached to  the  established  church,  and  proud 
of  the  situation  which  I  hold  in  it,  1  should 
be  exceedingly  sorry,  if  1  could  think  for 
a  moment,  that  I  possessed  any  rights, 
or  privileges,  incompatible  with  the  just 
claims  of  so  many  excellent  subjects  and 
conscientious  fellow  christians.  Be  it  how- 
ever admitted,  my  lords,  that  the  words  of 
the  coronation  oath,  will  bear  the  construc- 
tion which  has  been  put  upon  them,  I  wish 
to  ask  where  was  the  objection  drawn  from 
this  oath,  when,  in  1782,  so  many  indul- 
gencies  were  wisely  and  justly  granted 'to 
the  catholics  of  Ireland  ?  Indulgencies  pre- 
cisely of  the  same  kind,  though  difiering 
in  degree,  from  those  which  are  now  peti- 
tioned for. — But,  I  forbear  to  posh  this  ar- 
gument any  further*;  various  considera- 
tions restrain  me ;  and  perhaps  enough  has 
been  said,  to  prove,  that  the  words  of  the 
coronation  oath,  have  been  unadvisedly 
and  inconclusively  brought  forward  during 
the  discussion  of  that  important  question, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
public  for  more  than  three  years.  I  will 
now  detain  your  lordships  no. longer :  in- 
deed, I  should  not  have  presumed  to  in- 
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trude  80  lon^  upon  your  patience,  had  I 
not  thought  It  incumbent  upon  me  to  as- 
sign the  best  reasons  in  my  power,  for 
differing  so  widely  iirom  those  around  me,, 
whose  judgment  1  respect,  though  I  cannot 
implicitly  bow  to  it,  against  the  clearest 
conyiction  of  my  understanding  and  the 
best  feelings  of  my  heart. 

The  Archbishop  of  York  could  not  adopt 
the  opinion  of  his  right  reverend  friend, 
for  whose  understanding  and  virtues  he  had 
the  highest  respect,  nor  relinauish  the  safe- 
guards which  our  ancestors  nad  found  it 
necessary  to  establish  against  the  principles 
of  thq  Popish  religion.  If  this  Petition 
had  only  sued  for  toleration  the  most  ex- 
tended, he  would  have  felt  no  difficulty  in 
acceding  to  its  prayer :  for  toleration  was 
the  key-stone  of  the  reformed  church.  But 
no  complaint  of  this  sort  had  been  made. 
The  Catholics  enjoyed  their  rights  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  and  he  was  glad  of 
it;  biit  he  hoped  parliament  would  always 
resist  their  attempts  at  acquiring  political 
power;  because,  however  temporal  and 
spiritual  power  might  be  disjoined  in  theo- 
ry, they  could  not  be  practically  separated. 
It  had  been  said,  that  Catholics  ought  not 
to  be  judged  now  by  the  sentiments  which 
had  been  formerly  held  by  people  of  that 
persuasion.  If  any  material  alteration  in 
their  articles  of  faith  had  taken  place,  it 
became  them  distinctly  to  shew  it.  But  it 
was  a  welUknown  role  of  that  church,  that 
all  the  canons  remained  in  force  that  were 
not  repealed  by  a  general  council ;  and, 
certainly,  there  were  many  objectionable 
points,  that  by  this  rule  must  be  still  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.  He  allowed  that  many  Catholics 
had  been  eminent  for  virtue  and  piety. 
Who  could  bear  the  name  of  Fenelon  with- 
out  veneration  ?  He  admitted  that  men 
might  live  together  very  well  in  society, 
notwithstanding  difterences  of  opinion  on 
speculative  points,  but  he  denied  that  par- 
liament could  be  opened  to  the  Catholics 
as  long  as  they  owned  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  maintained  that  there  was  no  sal- 
vation beyond  the  pale  of  their  own 
church.  Im pressed  with  these  sent i  m ents, 
though  he  by  no  means  regretted  what  the 
Catholics  had  already  obtamed,  he  thought 
it  inconsistent  with  wisdom  and  sound 
policy  to  break  down  the  remaining  bar- 
riers. 

The  Bishop  of  Bangor  h^  no  objection 
to  the  fullest  toleration  in  every  respect ; 
but  if  the  prayer  of  this  petition  should  be 
granted,  the  Catholics  would  be  on  a  foot- 


ing with  the  Protestants,  and  therefore  the 
word  toleration  would  be  totally  inappli- 
cable. There  were  some  of  the  principles 
of  the  Catholics  that  ought  to  be  regarded 
with  peculiar  jealousy.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  Catholics  had  no  regard  to 
their  oaths ;  it  was  impossible  that  any  set 
of  men  could  exist  so  totally  abandoned 
as  this  would  imply*  But  still  he  contended 
that  their  priests  might  persuade  the  vio** 
lation  of  these  oaths.  The  nobility  of 
France  swore  allegiance  to  Henry  4th; 
and  no  doubt  conscientiously  intended  to- 
keep  their  oaths  ;  but  many  of  them,  se« 
duced  by  their  priests,  abetted  the  iQonk 
Ravillac,  who  assassinated  that  excellent 
prince.  He  should  rejoice  to  be  convinced 
that  the  Catholics  had  abandoned  these 
detestable  principles,  but  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  give  implicit  credit  on  this  point 
to  the  foreign  universities.  He  adverted 
to  the  tenets  of  the  Catholics  as  to  con- 
fession, absolution,  excommunication,  fo- 
reign jurisdiction,  &c.  and  maintained, 
that  notwithstanding  the  assertions  of  the 
Catholics,  their  notions  on  these  points 
were  still  highly  exceptionable.  He  quot- 
ed some  passages  from  publications  of 
their  own  to  prove  this — such  as,  subject- 
ing all  oaths  and  every  human  law  to  the. 
cardinal  virtue  of  prudence.  He  ascribed 
no  evil  intention  to  them  on  this  account ; 
probably,  like  some  of  the  ancient  philoso- 
phers, they  were  tor  referring  all  virtue  to 
the  utile,  exclusive  of  the  honestum.  He 
also  adverted  to  a  passage  u  here  a  great 
deal  of  temporal  power  in  fixing  the  num- 
ber and  extent  of  parishes  and  dioceses 
was  ascribed  to  the  Pope.  But  what  prin- 
cipally attracted  his  attention  was,  a  pub- 
lication lately  ushered  into  the  world, 
with  great  solemnity,  by  the  Catholics, 
called  "  Ward's  Errata  of  the  Protestant 
translation  of  the  Bible,"  where  the  Eng- 
lish church  was  charged  with  falsifying 
the  Scriptures.  To  this  some  Queries  were 
subjoined,  tending  to  shew  that  the  church 
of  England  was  no  church  at  all,  and  put- 
ting it  to  the  wisdom  of  Englishmen,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  advantage  in  hiring  the 
clergy  of  that  church  at  the  expence  of 
nearly  a  million  sterling,  to  lead  them  in 
the  broad  way  of  perdition  ?  If  the  Catho- 
lics were  loyal  and  patriotic,  these  good 
qualities  would  not  be  endangered  by  the 
refusal  of  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  the 
granting  of  which  could  only  benefit  a  ftw 
persons. 

Lord  Hutchinson  denied  that  this  was  a 
party  question,  or  that  any  influence  had 
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been  employed  by  tboM  with  whom  he 
acted,  to  bring  forward  this  petition^  or  to- 
aggravate  the  irritation  of  the  catholic 
body.  The  matter  was  not  under  their 
oontroul  ^  the  catholics  themselTes  had 
judged  it  proper  to  bring  their  claims  be* 
fore  parliament^  and  had  first  o^red  the 
petition  to  a  noble  dake  at  the  head  of  the 
government.  Upon  his  refusal  they  had 
requested  his  noble  friend  to  present  it. 
What  private  interest  coald  they  have  in 
the  agitation  of  this  question  ?  That  it  bad 
been  often  urged  before,  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  dtscossed  now. 
The  oftener  the  subject  was  discussed,  the 
better  fouuded  would  the  catholic  claims 
appear.  There  were  few  great  constitu- 
tional objects  gained  without  repeated  dis- 
cussion sukI  perseverance.  The  march  of 
truth  might  be  slow,  but  it  always  came 
up,  and  gained  the  victory  at  last.  Those, 
however,  who  had  to  contend  with  preju- 
dice, passion,  and  narrow  views,  could  not 
but  expect  to  meet  with  calumny.  The 
arguments  against  the  claims,  drawn  fitftn 
the  power  of  the  pope,  had  been  often 
urged  and  refuted.  The  power  of  the  ca- 
^olic  church  existed  no  longer,  its  impe- 
rious head  was  bowed  to  the  ground,  and 
itself  bound  in  adamantine  chains.  Yet  jthe 
opposers  of  the  claims  spoke  of  the  power 
of  the  church,  as  if  that  power  had  been 
in  its  zenith,  and  as  if  the  pope  commanded 
the  world.  It  was  a  miserable  employ- 
ment, to  be  constantly  obliged  to  repeat 
these  refutations.  However  obnoxious  the 
doctrines  ascribed  to  the  Roman-catholic 
church  were,  it  was  evident  that  if  ever 
they  were  maintained  by  the  catholics, 
they  now  disclaimed  them.  It  had  been 
said,  that  nothing  was  more  ab^rd  than  to 
surround  a  protestant  king  with  Roman- 
catholic  officers.  Expenence,  ^however, 
had  proved  that  there  was  no  absurdity 
whatever  in  this :  protestants  commanded 
the  armies  of  Louis  14th  ;  catholics  were 
employed  in  die  Russian  government,  and 
the  three  mandarins  that  attended  lord 
Macartney  in  China  were  of  three  difJe- 
rent  sects.  Could  any  xme  imagine  that  a 
man  who  possessed  scope  of  mind  sufficient 
for  the  conduct  of  government,  that  a  ge- 
neral fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  command  of 
an  army,  should  so  far  forget  his  honour 
and  bis  dorty  as  to  render  his  power  subser<- 
vient  to  any  improper  practices  connected 
with  speculative  matters  of  faith  ?  In  the 
present  age,  the  influence  of  religious  opi* 
nions  was  not  so  strong.  In  ikne  dread 
events  that  had  lately  happened,  religious 


notbas  were  not  coocemod*     Great  a«  the 
mischief  bad  been,  the  name  of  religion 
had  not  been  abased.    The  ideas  which 
some  appeared  to  entertain  of  the  influ- 
ence of  speculative  points  of  faith  wers 
not  applicable  to  the  present  times.     lo 
almost  every  ooantry  except  our  own, 
these  restrictions  were  done  away.     The 
Roman-catholic  church,  instead  of  domi- 
neering over  others^  was  scarcely  able  to 
sustain  itself     The  clamour  raised  about 
its  being  sufagect  to  one  head  was  now  idle 
and  absurd,  though  a  century  ago,  perhapn, 
this  circumstance  might  afibrd  reasonable 
grounds  for  apprehension.    It  had   been 
remarked  by  the  opposers  of  the  claims^ 
that  a  compliauce  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  would  be  contrary  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  revolution.    He  respected 
the  principles  of  the  revolution,  because 
he  had  a  different  view  of  them :  their 
object  was  to  guard  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  secure  his  right,  and  the  stability 
of  the  contract  between  the  king  and  the 
people ;  their  object  was  real  liberty,  and 
in  order  to  secure  that,  these  restrictions 
wete  then  imposed  ;  but  the  occasion  for 
them  having  eeased,  the  spirit  and  prin* 
ciples  of  the  revolution  required  that  they 
shoukl  be  abolished.    Many  of  the  mis* 
fortunes  of  Ireland  had  resulted  from  this 
impotent  attempt  at  keeping  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  a  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  from  the  chance 
of  attaining  the  h igher  offices.     Miserable 
and   shortsighted    politicians!    the    evil 
they  had  done  lived  after  them,  and  Ire- 
land still  smarted  under  its  efiects.    The 
general  disrespect  of  the  law,  the  long- 
continued  ana  deep-rooted  discontent  in 
Ireland,  must  have  resulted  from  as  general 
a' cause.     His  countrymen  were  extreme 
in  their  love  and  their  hatred,  their  grati- 
tude and  their  resentment ;  and  hence  the 
distractions  that  had  arisen  from  an  erro* 
neous  policy.     But,  he  was  told  that  the 
peasants  would  be  indifferent  to  the  bene* 
fits  now  claimed  ;  and  that  even  tiiough 

f  ranted,  the  effi^cts  would  not  reach  them, 
be  odious  distinction  established  by  law 
between  the  Roman^athodic  and  the  pro* 
testant  being  done  away,  the  former  would 
find  his  consec^enoe  mucii  increased ;  and 
many  poor  people  might  have  access  to 
several  little  offices,  from  which .tbey^wem 
at  present  in  effect  excluded  by  the  stigma 
under  which  they  laboured.  The  noble 
general  concluded  by  a  long  comment 
upon  the  a^tirdity  of  excluding  the  cathof* 
lies  fix>m  power  upon  such  fatik  grounds; 
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while  all  Europe  had  coalesced  against  os; 
when  all  governments  had  become  tole- 
rant but  our  own  ;  when  all  the  power  of 
the  people  was  reduced  to  nothing  ;  and 
when  otir  danger  had  increased  in  a  ten- 
fold degree. 

Earl  Statdicpe,  in  allosion  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  right  reverend  prelatCi  ad- 
mitted that  a  million  sterling  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  pay  annually  to  him 
and  his  brethren.  As  to  the  mistranslation 
of  the  Bible,  the  papists  were  not  perhaps 
far  wrong,  as  iar  as  respected  the  early 
versions.  The  garbled  manuscript  in  the 
British  Museum  was  a  proof  of  this.  The 
parts  improperly  translated  having  been 
written  in  a  dinerent  ink  from  the  true 
and  genuine  passages,  time  had  consumed 
one  of  the  sorts  of  ink,  and  the  whole  im- 
position was  detected.  But  the  bishops 
were  very  eager  for  uniformity :  where 
yras  that  uniformity  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, when  the  diflerences  in  the  Common 
Prayer  Books  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford 
amounted  to  3,600  and  upwards  }  All  the 
bishops  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves. 
He  begged  pardon  for  saying  <  all  ;'  one 
respectable  prelate  had  made  a  most 
logical,  sound,  and  liberal  speech  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  had  been  most  mise- 
rably answered  by  the  priest  who  spoke 
last.  When  the  privileges  of  three  mil- 
lions of  people  were  under  consideration, 
it  was  scandalous  to  be  reading  anonymous 
libels  against  them.  He  should  have 
thought  that  the  noble  viscount  on  the 
cross  bench  (Sidmouth)  might  have  been 
better  acquainted  with  the  rule  of  order, 
than  to  accuse  the  catholics  of  a  want  of 
patriotism,  merely  because  they  persisted 
in  claiming  what  appeared  to  them  to  be 
their  due.  The  noble  earl  then  read  a 
paper  published  by  the  English  catholics, 
disclaiming  all  the  mischievous  doctrines 
imputed  to  them,  in  which  they  M'ere 
joined  by  the  Irish  catholics,  and  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  there  could  not 
be  a  libel  urged  against  them  to  which 
that  paper  was  not  a  complete  ansf^'^r. 

Lord  Mfderaxfe  was  satisfied  that  the 
discussion  of  this  subject  could  produce 
nothing  but  imtation  and  mischief.  He 
contrasted  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lords 
opposite  when  in  power,  with  their  con- 
duct now  they  were  out  of  power.  When 
in  power,  they  were  ready  to  relinquish 
even  a  comparatively  insignificant  mea- 
sure to  relieve  the  catholics  ;  now  they 
were  out  of  power,  nothing  would  content 
theai  but  a  nill  and  comfucte  cancession. 


The  noble  baron  itho  brought  forward  this 
motion  declared,  that  this  concession  was 
necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  empire* 
if  he  thought  so  when  in  ofiice  he  ought 
to  have  declared  it ;  if  his  opinion  had 
changed,  he  ought  to  explain  the  cause  of 
that  change.  A  great  delusion  was  prac* 
tised  by  stating  that  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple were  interested  in  this  question,  when 
in  fact  not  more  than  three  hundred  could 
be  actually  interested.  He  wished,  how* 
ever,  to  be  distinctly  understood  as  giving 
no  opinion  on  the  catholic  claims  ;  what 
he  meant  was,  that  it  was  extremely  indis- 
creet to  agitate  the  question  when  its  fate 
must  be  anticipated. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  opposed  the 
motion,  because  he  was  averse  to  the  whole 
principle  of  the  measure.  He  had  every 
reason  to  love  the  people  of  Ireland,  but 
he  was  convinced  that  a  compliance  with 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  would  be  so  far 
from  tranquillizing  that  country,  that  it 
would  have  a  quite  contrary  efiect.  The 
catholics  now  wanted  seats  in  parliament ; 
but  this  was  only  to  be  the  step  to  a  great 
deal  more.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
if  the  parliament  was  opened  to  the  ca* 
tholics,  eighty  dissenters  from  the  church 
of  England  would  be  returned  for  Ireland  ; 
and  this  opinion  was  founded  on  the  great 
increase  of  the  catholic  fireeholders.  Ad- 
verting to  the  negative  proposed  to  be  al- 
lowed to  his  majesty  in  the  appointment  of 
Roman-catholic  bishops,  he  observed  that 
this  was  no  more  than  giving  a  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  Buonaparte,  who  com* 
manded  the  pope.  The  principles  of  the 
catholics,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  watched 
with  jealousy.  He  quoted  an  observation 
in  the  publication  of  Dr.  Milner,  in  order 
to  shew  the  spirit  which  still  appeared  t^ 
prevail  among  them.  This  was  a  remark 
on  the  statue  of  his  majesty,  or  his  prede* 
cessor,  at  Cork ;  which  was  said  to  be 
painted  yellow  because  the  king  was  an 
orange-man,  and  sided  with  a  few  thousands 
of  his  subjects  against  as  many  millions, 
tie  agreed  perfectly  with  the  noble  baroa 
who  introduced  the  subject,  that  it  would 
he  wise  to  make  a  provision  for  the  catho*- 
lic  clergy.  This,  and  a  proper  plan  of 
education  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the 
people,  would  be  the  best  boon  for  Ire* 
land.  The  granting  of  the  present  daima 
could  do  little  good,  and  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  supported  the  me* 
tion.  Adverting  to  the  power  of  rejecting 
their  Bishops^  which  the  Catholici  VMre 
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willing  to  give  his  majesty,  he  explained 
it  more  fully.  Tliey  were  disposed  to  lay 
before  his  majesty  a  list  of  three  persons, 
of  whom  his  majesty  was  to  be  at  liberty 
to  rejeoi  two  ;  the  remaining  one  would 
be  invested  with  the  episcopal  dignity ; 
but  if  his  majesty  were  to  reject  the  whole 
three,  then  another  list  of  three  distinct 
persons  would  be  submitted  to  his  consi- 
oieration,  and  so  on  until  his  majesty  should 
signify  his  approbation  of  any  inaividual, 
by  allowing  bis  name  to  remain.  The  no- 
ble duke  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  name  of  Dr. 
Milner  had  been  mentioned ;  he  was  a 
gentleman  of  learning  and  science,  with 
'whose  acquaintance  he  had  been  some 
time  honoured.  The  petition  was  recom- 
y  mended  to  the  house  by  the'  signatures  of 
several  noblemen,  the  ancestors  of  some  of 
whom  had  been  in  parliament  in  times 
more  favourable  to  their  religious  tenets, 
and  one  of  them  hadf  been  raised  to  the 
peerage  by  his  present  majesty.  He  him- 
self respected  the  established  church  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  if  be  thought  it 
would  be  in  the  smallest  degree  endangered 
by  the  indulgencies  sought  by  the  catho- 
lics, he  should  most  assuredly  oppose  the 
measure ;  but  being  convinced  that  nothing 
of  that  kind  ^was  to  be  apprehended,  he 
should  support  the  reference  •  of  the  peti- 
tion to  a  committee. 

Lord  Erskine-was  of  opinion,  that  parlis^- 
ment  had  gone  on  too  far  in  the  system  of 
concession  to  the  catholics  now  to  make  a 
stop,  consistently  with  the  object  which 
gave  rise  to  that  system.  He  could  not 
conceive  the  principle  upon  which  the 
catholics  were  admitted  into  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  certain  civil  departments  of  the 
state,  while  they  were  to  be  excluded  from 
those  appointments  for  which  the  petition- 
ers sought.  The  house  should,  he  thought, 
go  into  the  proposed  committee,  and  there 
it  might  be  considered  how  far  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  might  be  acceded  to,  and 
whether  any  and  what  conditions  were 
necessary  to  accompany  the  srant  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  in  order  to  ^aecure 
^the  Protestant  establishment,  in  .solicitude 
for  the  maintenance  of  which  he  would 
yield  to  no  person  or  party  ^whatever. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  had  hoped,  from  the 
conduct  of  the  learned  lord  when  this  sub- 
ject was  last  before  parliament,  and  from 
nis  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  his  country,  that  he  would  vote  against 
the  motion,  and  not  for  it.  For  his  own 
partj  he  should  fail  in  his  duty  if  he  did 


not  declare  most  decidedly,  that  his  ob- 
jection to  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion did  not  rest  on  times  and  circum- 
stances, but  on  principle.  This  opinion 
was  founded  on  his  conviction  that  a  pro- 
testant  government  alone  was  consistent 
with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  British 
empire.  The  noble  baron  by  whom  the 
question  had  been  brought  forward  had 
said,  that  it  would  be  no  injustice  to  keep 
a  Roman*catholic  from  the  crown,  because 
no  person  who  could  have  any  pretensions 
to  the  crown  was  a  catholic.  But  such  a 
case  might  exist :  the  presumptive  heir  to 
the  crown  might  be  a  catholic,  and  then 
his  exclusion  would  be  a  hardship ;  but 
that  was  not  to  be  set  against  the  safety  of 
the  protestant  establishment.  Our  alle- 
giance to  the  house  of  Brunswick  was  paid, 
not  because  it  was  the  house  of  Brunswick 
alone,  but  because  it  was  a  protestant 
house.  If  it  was  necessary  that  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  a  protestant, 
was  it  not  necessary  that  his  advisers  should 
be  so  too }  that  the  lord  chancellor  (the 
keeper  of  the  king's  conscience),  the 
judges,  and  the  great  officers  of  the  state, 
should  be  protestants  ?  And  if  this  were  so, 
was  it  not  more  wise  and  expedient  to  ex- 
clude catholics  from  these  situations  by 
law,  than  to  throw  upon  the  king  the  odium  • 
of  rejecting  them  ?  For  let  the  house  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  principle  of  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  went  to  the  attainment  of  all 
power,  on  equal  terms  with  the  protestants, 
a  principle  which  no  monarch  could  ven- 
ture to  apply  practically  without  endan- 
gering the  constitution.  It  must  be  re- 
collected, that  the  catholics  were  not  at 
present  excluded  from  places  of  the  highest , 
trust  by  any  direct  law.  They  excluded 
themselves  because  they  would  not  take 
the  prescribed  tests  (prescribed  to  all  the 
subjects  of  the  empire  indifferently) ;  and 
particularly  because  they  would  not  take 
the  oath  of  supremacy,  by  which  they  ab- 
jured all  foreign  temporal  and  ecclesias- 
tical dominion  in  these  realms.  The  first 
question  therefore  was,  whether  or  not  this 
oath  was  founded  in  reason  and  principle  ? 
Was  it  just,  as  long  as  the  country  pos- 
sessed a  protestant  government  and  a  pro- 
testant establishment,  to  require  that  the 
members  of  the  legislature^  and  the  great 
officers  of  the  state,  should  abjure  foreign 
temporal,  as  well  as  foreign  ecclesiastical, 
dominion  ?  Consistently  with  the  security 
of  the -protestant  government  and.  the  pro- 
testant establishment,  it  was  not  possible 
to  dispense  with  this  test.   The  large  pro- 
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'  portion  of  the  population  of  Ireland  which 
the  catholics  formed,  had  been  stated  as 
a  reason  for  acceding  to  their  request.  This 
question  must  be  viewed  in  one  of  two 
points:  if  the  empire  were  considered  (and 
in  his  opinion  we  were  bound  so  to  con- 
sider it)  as  a  whole,  then  in  any  legislative 
regulation,  parliament  ought  to  be  influ- 
enced, not  by  what  was  the  majority  of  a 
certain  class  in  a  part  of  the  empire,  but 
by  what  was  the  majority  of  that  class  in 
the  whole  empire.     On  this  footing,  the 
claim  of  the  catholics  was  indefensible ; 
and  it  was  that  the  two  islands  might  thus 
be  considered  as  a  whole  empire,  that  the 
Union  had  been  projected.     If  the  other 
view  of  the  subject  were  taken,  if  the  ma- 
jority in  a  part.of  the  empire  were  to  deter- 
mine the  regulations  of  the  legislature,  the 
consequence  would  then  be,  that  if  the 
present  question  were  carried,  the  catholics 
might  go  further.    They  might  then  say, 
that  as  their  having  a  majority  in  the  po- 
pulation of  Ireland  had  been  admitted  as 
a  grotind  for  their  admissibility  into  the 
high  offices  of  the  state,  the  same  circum- 
stance would  entitle  them  to  substitute  a 
catholic  for  a  protestant  establishment  in 
thdt  country.    This  was  a  question  directly 
affecting  every  catholic  who  had  an  acre 
of  land  in  Ireland ;  every  man  who  now 
paid  to  the  support  of  two  churches,  would 
be  very  ready  to  get  rid  of  that  burden  by 
the  subversion  of  protestantism,  as  the 
established  religion  of  the  country.     He 
allowed  that  no  such  object  was  hinted 
at  in  the  petition,  but  experience  had  pro- 
nounced decidedly  on  this  subject.     Was 
it  not  within  every  man's  recollection,  that 
in  1793  and  1794,  the  catholics  of  Ireland 
were  called  upon  to  state  the  whole  of 
their  demands  ?  The\'  did  state  the  whole 
of  their  demands.     They  were  granted  by 
the  Irish  parliament,  and  what  followed  ? 
Why,  that  they  urged  fresh  demands.     In 
support  of  his  opinion,  with  respect  to  the 
disposition  of  the  catholics  to  presume  on 
any  indulgence  that  was  granted  to  them, 
he  read  an  extract  from  a  work  by  sir  John 
«    Throgmorton   (a  moderate  catholic),    in 
which  their  wish  to  insinuate  a  catholic 
establishment  was  sufficiently  indicated. 
If,  therefore,  the  legislature  of  Great  Bri- 
tain were  to  surrender  to  the  catholics  the 
barrier  in  question,  that  surrender  would 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  present  ec- 
clesiastical establishment  in  Ireland.    The 
't  question  to  be  discussed  was  the  pro- 
Mty,  should  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
uplied  with,  that  such  compliance 
XL 


would  benefit  the  Irish  people  at  large. 
No  one  could  more  lament  the  disturbances  > 
that  had  recently  occurred  in  the  sister 
kingdom ;  but,  on  a  plose  examination,  he 
found  that  these  disturbances  had  not  ori* 
ginated  in  any  political  or  religious  cause. 
They  chiefly  arose  from  a  demand  made 
by  the  catholic  priests  for  an  increase  of 
their  dues,  and  from  other  local  grievances, 
which,  although  they  were  severely  felt, 
were  still  but  local.  If  he  was  well-founded 
in  this  statement,  what  became  of  the  noble 
baron's  assertion,  that  a  compliance  with 
the  petition  would  allay  the  general  dis- 
content of  the  Irish  ?  No  man  could  deny 
that  it  was  desirable  to  allay  that  discon- 
tent ;  but  he  would  positively  deny  that 
the  measure  proposed  was  calculated  to  do 
so ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced,  that 
by  inciting  to  new  demands,  demands  which 
could  not  be  complied  with,  we  should 
give  birth  to  new  cauftesof  discontent.  The 
noble  baron  had  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of 
compliance  on  account  of  the  great  danger 
to  which  the  coi^try  was  exposed  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world.    The  country 
certainly  was  in  great  danger;    but  in 
former  periods  it  had  also  been  in  great 
danger  (though  perhaps  not  in  such  great 
danger  as  at  this  moment,  yet  in  dangej* 
so  great  that  the  government  would  not 
have  been  justified  had  they  not  resorted 
to  every  means  of  defence  within  their 
power) ^  yet  the  government  at  those  pe- 
riods never  sought  for  assistance  by  sur- 
rendering the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam, the  country  was  exposed  to  a  great 
foreign  force;  the  French  fleet  disputed 
with  the  British  the  dominion  of  the  seas; 
Ireland  was  in  a  most  disturbed  state ;  in 
England  there  existed  a  strong  party  at- 
tached to  the  exiled  family.     But,  amidst 
all   these   dangers,  did  the   government 
think  of  surrendering  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution  ?  No ;  they  felt  that  the  secu- 
rity of  the  country  depended  upon  the 
constitution,  and  that  the  security  of  the 
constitution  depended  upon  the  protestant 
establishment.     By  uniting  these  firmly 
together,  they  were  enabled  success^Uy 
to  battle  with  the  enemies  by  whom  they 
were  surrounded.    In  declaring  his  coi>- 
viction  that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land would  not  be  benefited  by  the  con- 
cession which  it  was  proposed  to  make  to 
them,  he  was  supported  by  very  high  au- 
thority.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Messrs.  MfNc- 
vin  and  Emmett,  had  distinctly  stated, 
that  they  would  not.    But  it  was  to  him 
2Y 
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most  obvious,  that  those  who,  under  a  pro- 
testant  establishment,  were  allowed  to 
make  and  to  administer  the  laws,  ought  to 
submit  to  some  test  of  their  determina- 
tion inviolably  to  maintain  that  establish- 
ment. 

Lord  HoUand  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  various 
polemical  points  which  had  been  brought 
forward  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  The 
question  for  parliament  to  consider  was, 
what  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  what 
the  remedy  proper  to  be  applied  to  it  in 
the  present  exigency  ?  If  the  good  will  of 
four  millions  of  the  people  was  necessary 
16  the  safety  of  Ireland,  if  Ireland  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  safety  of  the  empire,  this 
measure  ought  to  be  acceded  to.  With 
the  danger  of  the  present  day  he  contend- 
«jd  that  no  precedmg  period  could  fairly 
be  compared.  The  reign  of  William  III. 
which  had  been  auoted,  had  no  analogy 
whatever  to  it,  and  therefore  the  existence 
of  the  penal  laws,  at  that  or  any  other  pe- 
riod that  had  been  mentioned,  could  pre- 
sent nothing  in  their  justification  at  this 
moment.  These  penal  laws  were,  in  his 
rtiind,  always  odious,  but  peculiarly  so  at 
present,  when  all  the  pretexts  for  their 
original  enactment  ceased  to  exist.  The 
noble  lord  vindicated  the  book  of  Dr.  Mil- 
ner  against  the  misrepresentation  of  it  which 
appeared  in  the  speech  of  one  of  the  reve- 
rend prelates ;  but  he  contended  that 
whatever  that  book,  or  the  book  of  any 
otber  individual,  however  high  in  talent 
or  chdhracter,  might  contain  that  should  be 
reprehensible,  could  not  fairly  be  alleged 
as  a  ground  of  censure  upon  the  whole 
sect  of  which  that  individual  might  be  a 
member.  He  replied  to  the  assertion, 
that  the  peasantry  of  Ireland  cared  not  a 
farthing  about  the  object  for  which  the 
higher,  orders  of  their  persuasion  wer^now 
seeking.  What,  he  would  ask,  bound  a 
ittan  to  the  glory  of  his  couhtry  ?  What 
made  the  lower  orders  rejoice  in  the  ho- 
nours and  achievements  of  their  generals 
and  admirals  ?  What  made  their  hearts 
beat  with  exultatroh  at  the  mere  mention 
of  such  names  as  Nelson's  ?  What,  but  the 
principle  and  feeling  which  must  excite 
pleasure  in  the  Irish  peasant's  breast,  when 
mformed  of  the  advancement  and  distinc- 
tion of  one  of  his  persuasion  and  way  of 
thinking.  As  to  the  attempt  made  to  identi- 
fy the  Revolution  .with  the  abohiinable  code 
against  the  catholics,  he  protested  against 
the  identity.  He  also  protested  against 
the  Revoiutioja,  as  being  provoked  by  Ca- 


tholicism, or  by  the  peculiar  partiality   6i 
James  II.  to  that  creed.     No;  it  arose  out 
of  his  perseverance  in  urging  that  dispens- 
ing power   which  his  untbrtupate  father 
attempted  to  establish.  But  the  main  ques- 
tion to  consider  on  this  occasion  was  this  : 
by  whom  had  any  of  the  riots  or  commo- 
tions, ascribed  to  the  catholics,  been  excit- 
ed and  directed  ?  Certainly  not  by  catho- 
lic generals,  admirals,  or  senators,  whatever 
concern  the  catholic  populace  might  have 
in  them.  Therefore  no  precedent  could  be 
adduced  from  history  to  justify  any  appre- 
hension of  danger  irom  such  persons  as 
this  petition  referred  to.  Indeed,  as  to  his- 
tory, it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  either 
sect  to  refer  to  it,  as  a  great  deal  of  excess 
might  be  shewn  on  both  sides.      To  the 
assertion  of  the  noble  baron  (Hawkesbury) 
that  the  catholics  owed  their  exclusion  to 
their  own  conduct  in  refusing  to  subscribe 
to  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  abjuration^ 
he  would  shortly  reply,  by  referring  to 
those  oaths,  and  then  he  would  ask  any 
candid  man,  whether  it  was  possible  for 
anv  catholic  to  swear  such  oaths  ;  to  sub- 
scribe  to  tests  which  absolutely  proscribed 
his  own  faith  :  the  proposition  was  mock- 
ery.    The  noble  lord  concluded  with  a 
commentary    upon    the    principles    and 
o^jjects  of  those  with  whom  tne  penal 
laws  Originated,  and  pronounced  the  con* 
duct  of  the  old  whigs  of  the  Revolution 
who  sanctioned  them,  as  highly  disgrace- 
ful. 

Lord  Auckland  said  that  he  should  state 
very  shortly  the  motives  of  his  adherencis 
to  the  opinion  which  he  had  expressed  so 
fully  on  a  former  occasion.  He  had  even 
been  inclined  to  give  a  silent  vote ;  for  It 
did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  new  circum- 
stances had  arketi,  or  that  any  new  argu- 
ments had  been  adduced  to  shake  or  con- 
trovert the  solemn  decision  of  1805.  With- 
out entering  into  any  details,  he  felt 
himself  compelled  by  his  sense  of  public 
duty  to  resist  any  further  indulgences  to 
the  Koman-catholics  of  Ireland.  From  1^78 
to  1793  concession  had  followed  conces- 
sion, ahd  ev^ry  indulgence  had  produced 
a  new  demalid ;  "  Increase  of  Appetite  had 
"  grown  by  what  it  fed  on.'*  Many  of 
those  concessions  had  been  wise  and  just, 
and  he  hiad  materially  contributed  to  some 
of  them;  but  he  had  always  ct)nsidered 
the  concessions  of  1793  as  going  beyond 
the  line  of  pmdence ;  and  to  the  eflfect  of 
those  concessions  he  Sitttibuted  the  embar- 
rassing anomaly  in  whifch  Ireland  was  now 
placed,  with  reference  to  the  other  part» 


693] 


PARL.  DEBATES^  May  27,  1808 — Bman  C(Uhdk  PetHion. 


[«! 


of  the  united  kingdom.  The  petition  now 
under  discussion  demanded  every  thing 
that  had  been  reserved  in  1793  ;  and,  in 
short,  a  full  participation  of  the  official, 
judicial,  and  legislative  powers  of  the  em- 
pire. He  could  not  bring  himself  to 
accede  to  such  a  claim.  He  thought  it 
right  to  resist  the  theoretical  solecism  of  a 
protestant  king  and  papist  councils,  and  to 
maintain  the  'predominance  of  that  mild 
and  reformed  religion,  which  by  its  princi- 
ples was  incorporated  with  the  system  and 
security  of  the  British  constitution.  This 
opinion  bad  been  sanctioned  by  the  wis- 
dom of  our  ancestors  in  all  the  measures 
which  immediately  preceded  and  accom- 
panied the  Revolution  of  1688.  The  same 
doctrine  had  been  recognized  in  the  union 
with  Scotland,  and  through  the  whole  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  and  finally  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  union  with  Ireland.  If 
then  it  were  clear  (as  he  contended)  that 
what  is  now  asked  is  not  a  claim  of  right 
but  matter  of  indulgence,  the  decision 
must  rest  on  expediency  ;  and  he  could 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  break  down  the  remaining  bar- 
riers, under  the  protection  of  which  we  have 
risen  to  a  state  of  prosperity,  freedom, 
and  pre-eminence,  which  distinguishes  us 
amcMig  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  iias 
made  us  what  we  are.  Nor  did  he  think 
it  necessary  to  argue  how  far  the  catholics, 
if  they  should  attain  what  they  now  asked, 
might  be  disposed  to  look  forwards  to  the 
attainment  of  an  acknowledged  church 
establishment,  and  to  the  withholding  of 
all  support  to  the  exercise  of  the  protest- 
.ant  reformed  religion.  Under  these  im- 
pressions, he  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a 
committee  on  the*  petition,  because  he  re- 
mained in  the  persujasion  that  every  thing 
had  been  done  which  could  reasonably  be 
asked  or  granted.  Nor  did  he  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  whether  under  any 
supposable  circumstances,  it  might  not  be- 
come expedient  to  give  what  then*  lordships 
woold  now  refuse.  From  the  past  conduct 
of  parliament  he  had  the  fullest  confidence 
in  their  wisdom,  temper,  firmness,  and 
consistency  ;  and  creatly  would  it  have 
been  to  the  credit  of  many  of  his  country- 
men, and  of  several  corporations,  if,  in  the 
last  year,  they  had  preserved  the  same 
dignified  and  conciliatory  moderation,  of 
waich  their  parliam^t  had  set  so  eminent 
an  example.  But  instead  of  trusting  to  those 
Oy  wbom  it  became  them  to  rely,  they  had 
m^wrted  f^'*"  '*'*'''**  **''.tional  question  into 
ItyJMflf'  ring  cry  and  cla- 


mour ;  and  had  done  every  thing  in  the 
power  to  endanger  the  whole  questio 
by  giving  to  it  a  temporary  and  per^^on 
character,  under  a  pretext  of  exaggerate 
loyalty  and  ill-founded  alarm.    With  r 
spect  to  the  mover  and  supporters  of  tl 
present  question,  he  ^ave  every  credit  f< 
the  full  purity  of  thetr  motives;  he  kne 
them  to  be  as  far  removed  as  he  could  I 
from  any  indifference  concerning  what 
called  the  establishment  in  church  ar 
state  ;     nothing  had  occurred  to   lessi 
his  friendship  for  th^m,  or  to  shake  h 
attachment  to  them.    Bui  he  happened 
differ  from  them  on  a  point  in  which  it 
impossible  to  have  any  complaisance  < 
compromise,  and  in  which  the  weight 
authority  cannot  be  placed  against  tl 
weight  of  self-conviction. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  vindicated  the  ch 
racter  and  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholi 
of  Ireland  and  Gre^t  Britain  from  the  a 
persions  thrown  upon  them  by  their  en 
mies,  and  gave  his  hearty  support  to  tl 
motion. 

Lord  Crreju7i//(i?  made  a  short  reply.  Tl 
proposition  relative  to  the  future  appoin 
ment  of  catholic  bishops  in  Ireland  was, 
his  knowledge,  long  in  contemplatio 
although  the  catholics  had  not,  until  latel 
thought  proper  to  make  it  pulblic.  It  w 
a  proposition,  indeed,  known  to  his  rig 
hon.  friend  now  no  more  (Mr.  Pitt)j  ar 
was  one  of  those  guards  and  conditio 
with  which  he  meant  to  accompany  tl 
concessions  which  he  proposed  to  gra 
to  the  Catholic  body.  With  regard 
the  nature  of  the  proposition  itself,  1 
should  rather  think,  that  instead  of  pr 
senting  the  names  of  three  persons  to  tl 
king,  for  his  maj,e8ty  to  choose  one  fro 
among  them,  as  had  been  mentioned, 
would  be  more  eligible  to  present  but  oi 
name,  and  if  that  were  rejected,  atwthc 
and  so  on  in  succession  until  his  majesty 
approbation  should  be  obtained. — As 
the  personal  animadversions  in  whi( 
some  noble  lords  had  thought  proper 
indulge,.he  really  thought  that  whatev 
reflections  might  be  made  upon  his  ch 
racter,  it  would  hsve  been  quite  secu 
upon  the  question  at  present  before  the 
lords,  through  his  solicitude  for  which  J 
had  twice  sacrificed  the  highest  offices 
the  state. — Upon  a  division,  the  numbc 
were : 
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Luiifike 

Bimorii^. 

Dokes  of 

Lords 

Norfolk, 

Somers, 

Somerset, 

Braybrooke, 

Bedford, 

Grenville, 

Argyle. 

Upper  OssofT  (earl 

Marquises  of 

oO 

Bockm|baiii, 
Stafford, 

Mendip  (t.  Clifdeo) 

Dandas, 

HeadforL 

Cawdor, 

Barb 

Carriogton, 

Derbj, 

Butler  (earl  of  Or- 

Sofibik, 

mond). 

Eases, 

Hntcbinsoo, 

Shaftesborj, 

Erskine, 

Albemarle, 

Crewe, 

Jersey, 

Ponsonbj  of  Imo- 

Qiford  &  Mortimer, 

kiUy. 

Cowjfier, 
Stanhope, 

Proxia. 

Lauderdale, 

Dokes  of 

WeDtworth    Fiti* 

Grafton, 

wiUiam, 

St.  Albans, 

Spencer, 

Devonshire* 

Giandore, 

Marquis  of 

Fortescue 

Bute. 

Conyngham, 

Earis 

Donoughmore, 

Clanricarde, 

Rosslyn. 

Tbanet, 

Viscounts 

.    Carlisle, 

Hereford, 

Tankenrille, 

Duncan. 

Guildford, 

Bishop  of 

Hardwicke, 

Norwich* 

Charlemont, 

Lords 

Orford, 

Say  and  Sele, 

St.  Vincent, 

St.  John, 

Grey. 

Grey  De  Ruthyn,*  Viscount 
Spencer  of  Worm-        Anson, 

leighton  (marquis  Lords 

of  Bland  ford),  Stawell, 

Clifton  (e.  Damley)        Lucan, 
King,  Foley, 

•    Ponsonby  (earl   of        Southampton, 

Besborough),  Bulkeley, 

Holland,  Fife, 

Hawke,  Yarboroogb, 

Hoogerford  (earl  of       Glastonbury, 

Moira),  Breadalbane. 

[Pbotest  against  the  rejection  of 
THE  Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  The 
following  Protest  was  entered  updn  the 
Journals : 

*'  Dissentient,  Ist,  Because  we  are  fully 
satisfied  that  the  removal  of  the  unmerited 
and  degrading  exclusion  to  which  a  most 
numerous  and  valuable  part  of  the  commu- 
nity have  been  so  long  subjected,  and  the 
imparting  to  the  whole  peoole  of  this 
united  kingdom  all  the  pnfileges  and 
duties  of  the  British  constitution,  would  be 
a  measure  of  unquestionable  justice  and 
wisdom. — ^2d,  Because  we  conceive  that 
this  determination  would  in  itf"  ^ 
the  best  security  for  our  civil  ar 


consutution,  whilst  the  proposal  of  con 
dering  the  subject  in  a  committee  of  t 
whole  house,  gave  an  opportunity  of  est 
blishing,  by  the  wisdom  and  authority 
parliament,  and  with  the  cordial  conct 
rence  of  all  parties,  such  safeguards 
most  tranquillize  the  apprehensions  of  tJ 
most  fearful,  and  allay  the  jealousies 
the  most  suspicious.— 3d,  ,  Because,  a 
though  the  increased  support  and  dim 
nished  resistance  which  this  proposal  h: 
now  experienced  in  both  houses  of  parli: 
ment,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  vvhich 
has  been  discussed  on  the  part  of  its  oppi 
nents,  encourage  us  to  look  with  perfei 
confidence  to  its  approaching  and  entii 
accomplishment,  yet  we  are  of  opinio 
that  by  delay  many  of  its  happiest  efiect 
are  endangered  ;  and  we  are  confiden 
that  there  never  was  in  the  history  of  th 
world  a  moment  in  which  a  measure,  ii 
itself  desirable,  was  more  imperioush 
called  for  by  circumstances  of  immediat* 
and  uncontroulable  necessity. — ^The  unit 
ing,  by  mutual  liberality,  kindness,  anc 
confidence,  the  hands  and  hearts  of  all  hii 
majesty's  subjects  in  defence  of  the  inva- 
luable blessings  of  security,  liberty,  and 
national  independence,  is,  at  this  perilous 
crisis,  the  first  duty  that  we  owe  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  posterity  ;  and  it  is  the 
only  mode  by  which  we  can  reasonably 
hope,  under  the  protection  of  Providence, 
to  maintain  these  blessings  amidst  the 
misery  and  subjection  ot^so  many  sur- 
rounding nations.  (Signed)  Spencer, 
Shaftsbury,  Mendip,  Jersey,  Fortescue, 
Sufiblk  and  Berks,  Nugent,  Buckingham, 
Bedford,  Donoughmore,  Ponsonby,  Ross- 
lyn, Rawdon,  (earl  of  Moira)  for  the  first 
and  second  reasons  ;  Ponsonby,  of  Lno- 
killy,  Essex,  Hutchinson,  Lauderdale,  Nor- 
folk, (earl  marshal),  St.  John,  Vassal  Hol- 
land, Grenville,  Cowper,  Stafford,  for  the 
first  and  second  reasons ;  Spencer  of 
Wormleighton  (Marquis  of  Blandford), 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Wentworth  Fitz- 
william,  Cawdor,  Argyll/' 

"  Dissentient ;  Because  the  fitness  of 
yielding  to,  or  resisting,  in  the  whole,  or 
m  part,  the  prayer  of  the  petiUon,  so  res- 
pectfully submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  der      '    *     ^711  wioeiples  so 


momentous, 
as,  accord  if 
parliament 
the  more 
committc 
''aving  pi 
holies 


697] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  27 


bodies  of  their  protestant  brethren,  and 
sanctioned  by  that  liberal  and  indulgent 
policy  regarding  them  which  has  so  re- 
markably characterised  his  majesty' sreign, 
it  was  most  especially  entitled  to  our  fa- 
vourable consideration.  (Signed) 
Erskine,  Norfolk,  (earl  marshal),  Spencer 
of  Wonnleighton." 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  27. 

[Life  Annuity  Plan.]  On  the  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
iiouse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee  respect- 
ing the  transfer  of  3  per  cent,  stock  for 
Life  Annuities. 

Mr.  Tiemey  submitted  a  variety  of  cal- 
culations^ tending  to  shew  the  inefficacy 
and  inutility  of  the  measure.  If  eyer  there 
was  a  period,  when  a  man  would  be  dis- 
inclined to  increase  his  income  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  capital,  it  must  be  at  that 
'  period  when  there  was  a  tax  upon  income, 
and  none  upon  capital.  He  objected  to 
the  plan  particularly,  because  it  interfered 
with  the  sinking  fund,  and  with  the  faith 
of  the  country  pledged,  in  consequence  of 
that  measure ;  but  he  did  not  do  so  in 
the  abstract ;  he  objected  to  it  because 
it  was  a  direct  infraction  of  that  measure, 
without  being  calculated  to  produce  any 
advantage  to  the  country.  He  was  against 
any  interference  with  the  sinking  fund, 
unless  it  was  to  restore  'it  to  the  state 
in  which  it  stood  previous  to  the  year 
1802.  In  that  case  the  public  would 
beffin,  in  the  next  year,  or  in  the  year 
following,  to  feel  the  advantages  of  it; 
but  by  the  present  measure  this  alleviation 
of  the  public  burthens  must  be  protracted 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  act  stipulated 
that  the  commissioners  should,  from  time 
to  time,  from,  year  to  year,  lay  out  large 
sums  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  It  was  no 
answer  to  those  who'  had  contracted  on 
the  faith  of  these  annual  purchases,  and 
who  might-  have  done  so  with  the  view  of 
a  speedy  sale,  to  say,  '  there  is  no  harm 
done,  in  the  course  of  ten  years  perhaps 
things  will  be  restored  to  their  proper  and 
ordinary  course.'  Having  once  adopted 
the  present  measure,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  say  that  the  shiking  fund  was  intended 
to  be  held  sacred  ;  for  in  agreeing  to  this 
proposition  the  house  practised  one  of  the 
grossest  infractions  upon  it.  The  right 
non.  gent,  dwelt  on  the  extravagant  in- 
dncement  which  this  measure. held  out  to 


,  1 808.— Liff  Annuity  Plan.  [698 

a  man,  probably  70  years  of  age,  to  leave 
his  family  and  relatives  destitute,  seeing 
he  could  thus  raise  his  own  income  in  the 
proportion  of  12  to  3,  or  instead  of  100/. 
could  procure  for  his  own  life  400/.  per 
annum.  If,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  to  cany  through  the  measure,  he 
hoped  he  would  limit  the  age.  But,  on 
the  whole,  be  submitted  to  the  committee, 
that  the  present  was  a  measure  which 
ought  not  to  be  suddenly  gone  into. 

The  ChaiiceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  had  no 
expectation,  that  the  progress  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  be  very  rapid.     The 
present  was  not  a  plan  which  he  would 
have  been  inclined  to  propose,  as  affording 
resources  for  the  service  of  the  year ;  but 
he  was  convinced,  from  the  information 
and  applications  he  had  already  received 
on  the  subject^  that  it  would  be  one  of 
permanent    advantage,     and    of  which, 
though  no  question  of  revenue  were  con- 
nected with  it,  the  advantages  would  be 
generally  and  satisfactorily  felt.     He  was 
convinced  there  would  be   applications 
for  liberty  to  avail  themselves  of  this  mea- 
sure, from  sources  of  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  at  present  no  idea.     There  were 
persons  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking 
annuities  for  themselves  and  others,  to 
whom  this   measure  would   present  the 
means  of  saving  all  the  original  expence 
of  such  a  contract.     Stript  as  the  present 
measure  would   be,  of  every  expence  of 
this  kind,  he  was  satisfied  it  would  prove 
an  object  of  public  as  well  as  of  indi- 
vidual advantage.     The  right  hon.   gent, 
had  not  said  any  thing  as  to  the  morality 
of  the  measure,  which  was  a  strong  objec- 
tion to  it  on  a  former  night ;  he  should 
not,  therefore,  enter  on   this  point,  but 
should  content    himself   with   observing 
that  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  nothing 
unusual,  or  inconsistent  with  political  eco- 
nomy, in  allowing  persons  the  opportu- 
nity of  providing  for  themselves  in  this 
manner.     What  were  Friendly  Societies  ? 
Were  they  calculated  for  the  advantage 
either  of  the  widow  or  of  the  children  ? 
They  surely  were  not ;  but  by  them  part 
of  the  income  was  laid  aside  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  person  himself,  without  any 
regard   to  his   family.     The  right  hon. 
gent,  alluded  to  the  proposal  of  sir  George 
Saville,    which,  though  not  adopted  by 
parliameht,  was  still  an  authority  in  favour 
of  such  a  measure.    As  to  the  idea  of  this 
being  any  infraction  on  the  measure  of 
the  sinking  fund,  he  admitted  that  it  was 
so  in  maimer  and  in  words,  but  not  at  all 
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in  spirit.  It  would  have  the  effect  of  tak- 
ing out  of  the  market  a  quantity  of  stock, 
and  of  substituting  in  the  place  of  it  what* 
would,  by  no  means,  be  so  marketable  a 
commodity.  It  would,  in  fact,  give  addi- 
tional eftect  to  the  two  objects  of  the  sink- 
ing fund.  By  the  former  operation,  the 
amount  of  the  dividend  only  would  be 
taken  out  of  the  market ;  by  the  present 
measure,  the  amount  of  the  capital  iuelf 
would  be  taken  out  of  it.  Thus,  not  only 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  would  be  se- 
emed, but  that  object  would  also  be 
effected  at  an  earl'er  period.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  being  an  infraction  on  the 
sinking  fund,  it  would  add  fre&h  vigour 
to  it. 

Lord  H.  Petty  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  admitted  he  expected  no  great 
immediate  effect  from  the  measure,  but 
that  it  would  be  gradual.  In  this  his 
lordship  could  hardly  agree  ;  for  if  be  at 
all  understood  the  plan,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  expected  the  funds  to  rise  ;  and 
whenever  they  did  rise  to  a  certain  height, 
the  measure  was  to  cease.  His  lordship 
thought  the  plan  altogether  objectionable, 
in  a  political,  moral,  and  financial  point  of 
view.-*  He  asked,  would  it  be  proper,  or 
rather  would  it  not  be  dangerous  in  the 
extreme,  if  the  great  bulk  of  the  property 
of  this  country  were  allowed  to  be  thrown 
into  annuities  ?  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
referred  to  the  case  of  benefit  societies  as 
one  in  his  favour.  If  he  (lord  H.  Petty), 
however,  had  been  to  select  a  case  on  the 
other  side,  he  did  not  think  he  could  have 
bit  on  one  more  completely  in  favour  of 
bis  argument.  In  the  case  of  benefit 
locieties,  part  of  the  income -of  a  week  was 
converted  into  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
the  person  during  life ;  thus,  a  temporary 
was  converted  into  a  more  permanent 
fund.  But  by  the  present  measure,  the 
permanent  was  to  be  converted  into  the 
temporary  fund.  His  lordship  was  de- 
cidedly Qi  opinion,  that  this  measure  would. 
be  prejudicial  not  to  those  alone  who  were 
induced  to  try  its  effect,  but  also  to  the 
public  creditor.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
surely  did  not  mean  to  state  that  these 
annuities' would  not  be  transferred,  and  of 
course  would,  in  a  different  shape,  bring 
the  same  quantity  of  stock  again  into  the 
iliarket  ?  Did  he  mean  to  contend  that  it 
might  not  happen,  that,  from  the  casuals- 
ties  of  human  life,  a  person  who  had  pur- 
chased an  annuity  might  not  be  obliged 
to  sell  it  again  ?  Thus,  though  government 
might  be  ready  to  grant  to  persons  wish- 


ing to  purchase  annuities  for  their  own  lives, 
which  roust  at  all  times  be  preferable  to 
those  on  the  lives  of  others,  yet  persons 
would  often  be  found,  compelled  by  some 
pressure,  to  sell  their  annuities  to  a  disad- 
vantage, and  purchasers  would  also  be 
found,  tempted  by  the  desire  of  a  profit* 
able  bargain. 

Mr.  Huskisson  stated,  that  with  respect 
to  the  noble  lord's  plan,  it  would  not  be 
interfered  with  by  this  measure,  because 
certainly  the  Sinking  Fund  would  in  ten 
years  be  in  as  good  a  situation,  notwith- 
standing the  operation  of  this  plan,  as 
under  that  of  the  noble  lord.  This  plan 
was  not  to  hold  out  au  inducement,  but  to 
ai£)rd  an  opportunity  to  persons  wishing 
to  purchase  annuities,  to  invest  their  ca^ 
pital  iu  that  manner  ;  and  it  would  on- 
doybtedly  be  a  great  convenience  to  many 
individuals,  who  might  have  to  bequeath 
annuities  to  dependants,  to  have  their 
lands  discharged  of  such  aimuities  by  pur- 
chases'  under  the  present  plan.  The  hon. 
gent,  then  shewed  by  calculations,  that 
the  operation  of  this  plan  would  accelerate 
the  period  of  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  without  producing  the  inequality  ia 
the  effect  of  the  sinking  fund  apprehended 
by  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Davits  Giddy  thought  that  the  plaa 
now  proposed  would  have  the  eiiect  of 
encouraging  a  greater  degree  of  frugality 
in  the  lower  classes,  by  afibrding  them  aa 
opportunity  of  applying  their  savings, 
with  perfect  security,  to  the  increase  of 
their  incomes,  and  that  in  this  point  o^ 
view  the  benefit  would  overbalance  any- 
evil  which  might  arise  from  it. 

Mr.  Biddulpi  did  not  think  there  would 
be  any  souncl  objection  to  the  adoption  ok 
this  plan ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  friendly 
to  its  adoption,  because  in  a  free  country 
like  this  there  ^uld  be  as  great  a  diver- 
sity as  possible  of  option  afibrded  to  per- 
sons wishing  to  lay  out  their  capital  witji 
secujrity ;  and  to  show  that  he  was  frieiKlly 
to  the  adoption,  he  proposed  tjhat  the  an- 
nuities should  be  rendered  mor^  sp^rj^et- 
able  by  facilitating  the  insurance  of  the 
lives  of  the  nominees^  by  taking  pff  th^ 
tax  upon  the  policies  ox  insursAce  iwon 
such  lives.—- The  Besolutions  were  tJbea 
agreed  to. 

[Bank  OF  Ireland.]  The  bouse  went 
into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means  ;  in 
which, 

Mr.  Foster,  after  detailing  the  history 
and  progress^of  the  Bank  of  Lrelahd,  stated, 
that  It  was  proposed  that  the  bank  .capital 
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should  be  increased  from  one  niiUioto  and 
a  half  to  two  millions  and  a  half ;  the  in- 
terest on  the  additional  million  to  be  the 
same  as  on  the  present  capital  ;  a  million 
and  a  quarter  to  be  advanced  to  govern- 
ment for  the  period  of  the  charter,  unless 
government  should  upon  certain  notice" 
tnink  proper  to  repay  it  sooner.  The 
Irish  bank  was  also  to  manage  the  whole 
debt  of  Ireland,  free  of  further  expence, 
whatever  addition  may  be  made  to  it.  He 
therefore  moved.  That  it  be  the  opinfonof 
the  committee,  that  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  be  continued 
as  a  corporation  till  the  1st  of  Jan.  1837. 

Mr.  Tiemey  objected  to  the  resolution, 
6n  the  ground  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
principle  of  borrowing  money  froiti  the 
bank  whilst  the  restriction  of  specie  ex- 
isted, and  he  thought  this  a  bad  money- 
bargain  for  the  public. 

Mr.  Fostar  replied,  that, this  million  was 
to  be  raised  by  the  bank  proprietors  or 
from  subscribers,  and  would  be  bona  fide 
an  increase  of  their  renewal.  The  motive 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  not  with 
a  vieW  to  any  money  bargain,  but  to  se- 
cure the  existence  of  the  company,  to  dis- 
count at  five  per  cent,  for  the  public. 

Mr.  Pamell  objected  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  because  it  would  remove  the 
transactions  of  the  bank  out  of  the  controul 
of  parliament. 

Mr.  Bankes  stated,  that  the  committee 
whose  report  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
submit  to  the  house,  \veYe  of  opinion  that 
the  benefit  to  be  attached  to  the  paper  of 
the  national  banks  of  England  and  Ireland, 
by  its  exclusive  credit,  was  not  expedient 
to  be  continued  longer  than  the  exigency 
of  the  times  required.  It' Was  not  fit  that  the 
hatids  of  the  legislature  should  be  tied  \ip, 
Ivhether  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
were  so  materially  changed  as  to  throw  an 
additional  benefit  into  the  hands  of  the 
bank  or  not.  He  thought  that  ten,  or  at 
most  fifteen,  years  addition,  was  sufficient 
to  be  granted  at  present. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald^  in  order  to  give  some 

idea  of  the  benefit  that  was  to  be  derived 

from  an  accredited  issue  of  paper,  stated 

that  dne  banking-house  in  Ireland  set  up 

on  the  price  of  a  captain's  commission  in 

the  dragoons,  and  that  they  afterwards  had 

a  floating  capital  to  the  amount  of  490,000/. 

^^ides,  he  did  not  think  that  the  bank  of 

'''^nd  was  entitled  to  much  fiaivour  fi'om 

" '"ture,  as  at  the  time  of  the  iiiva- 

^'-bay,  under  general  Hoche, 

'(Vauce  money  to  govern- 


ment, and  it  was  by  the  money  of  a  loyr 
indi^duat  that  the  army  was  put  in  motior 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  main 
tained  that  the  liberality  and  loyalty  c 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  not  aiiy  th 
smallest  reason  to  be  called  in  questior 
The  addition  was  t>nly  one  million  Irisi 
currency  ;  and  the  security  which  i 
gave  to  individuals,  and  the  benefit  to  th' 
public  by  the  gratuitous  management  o 
its  debt,were  ample  reasons  for  the  renewa 
of  its  charter.— The  Resolutions  were  thei 
agreed  to. 

[SuGAR-DisrrLLATicw.]  On  the  motioi 
of  lord  Binning,  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  respecting  the  use  of  Sugar  *»  Dis 
tillcries  was  brought  up ;  and  tfee  house 
resolved  into  a  committee  for  the  recom 
mitment  of  the  fwo  first  Resolutions.  Ot 
the  first  Resolution  being  read, 

Mr.  Ccike  repeated  his  former  objectioni 
to  the  measure,  and  contended  that  th< 
apprehension  of  scarcity  was  unfounded] 
and  had  arisen  frdtn  the  conduct  of  the  West 
Indian  merchants,  and  the  discussion  of  thii 
subject.  He  denied  that  the  last  harvest 
was  short,  and  stated  as  a  proof  of  that, 
that  the  price  of  com  was  not  higher  thai^ 
was  necessary  to  afibrd  a  fair  profit  to  the 
farmer.  He  contended,  that  if  this  mea- 
sure were  to  be  continued  for  only  two 
years,  ihere  would  not  be  produced  the 
same  quantity  of  bread  com ;  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  be  responsible  foi 
all  the  consequences,  and  would  be  the 
first  minister  to  prevent  by  his  measures 
the  poor  from  being  able  to  procure  bread. 
He  should  therefore  object  to  the  measure 
in  every  stage. 

Mr.  Hibbert  contended,  that  it  was  nei« 
ther  the  gro\^ers  of  corn,  nor  the  growers 
of  sugar,  that  were  particularly  concerned 
in  this  question.  The  consumers  of  corn^ 
the  manufacturers,  and  all  who  wished  well 
to  the  country,  were  the  persons  most  con- 
cerned ;  and  as  the  supply  which  the 
country  had  from  importation  for  some 
years  past  was  now  stopped,  it  was  the 
more  necessary  to  take  measures  to  pro- 
vide for  making  up  that  supply.  The 
agriculture  of  the  country  was  not  adequate 
to  make  up  for  that  deficiency,  and  there* 
fore  there  could  be  no  reasonable  objectior 
to  the  introduction  of  some  part  of  it  froit 
the  West  Indies. 

Sir  James  Hall  said,  that  great  part  oi 
what  he  had  to  offer  on  this  subject  had 
been  anticipated  by  gentlemen  who  had 
already  spoKen  upon  it ;  and  in  particular 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ir» 
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land,  who  had  delivered  doctrines  tntly 
refreshing  to  hear  from  the  bench  upon 
which  he  sat — It  had  been  urged  by  the 
noble  lord  who  brought  forward  the  mea- 
sure, that  no  danger  could  arise  from  it,  as 
a  precedent.  But,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
thus,  and  thus  only,  dangerous.  As  a  tern- 
porary  measure,  it  was  nugatory,  and 
would  neither  serve  the  West-Indians  nor 
hurt  the  fanners  at  home ;  for  the  distil- 
lers, in  contemplation  of  the  stoppage  now 
proposed,  had  been  of  late  urging  their 
busmess  with  unexampled  activity,  and 
were  doubly  stocked  with  spirits  from 
grain,  which  the  people  of  this  country 
are  loiown  to  prefer;  so  that  there  can 
DOW  be  no  inducement  to  add  to  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  already  produced ;  and  the 
permission  to  distil  from  sugar  will  remain 
a  dead  letter,  during  all  the  time  of  its 
proposed  duration;  and  of  course,  as  a 
temporary  measure,  then  it  will  neither  do 
good  nor  harm. — ^But  that,  as  a  precedent, 
the  measure  was  highly  pernicious,  by 
holding  out  to  the  West-Indians  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  similar  encouragement  in 
future,  and  thus  inducing  them  to  con- 
tinue their  over-production  of  sugar :  That 
those  gentlemen  who  had  voted  for  this 
measure  as  temporary,  whilst  they  pro- 
fessed their  disapprobation  of  it,  if  perma- 
nent, must  either  in  future  act  contrary  to 
their  conviction  of  what  is  right,  or  will 
have  done  a  great  injury  to  those  whom 
they  intend  to  serve  ;  since  their  present 
vote  must  tend  to  encourage  that  very 
production,  which  they  are  bound,  by 
their  present  professions,  to  check  on  a 
future  occasion  :  That  the  whole  tendency 
of  the  measure  is  to  bestow  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  an  article  of  mere  luxury,  that 
encouragement  which  has  hitherto  been 
given  to  the  growth  of  the  food  of  man. 

Mr.  W.  Sffdth  was  extremely  sorry  to 
differ  upon  this  subject  from  the  hon.  gent, 
who  began  this  discussion,*  with  whom  he 
was  very  much  in  the  habit  of  agreeing. 
No  man  could  doubt  the  existence  of  par- 
tial scarcity.  He  had  documents,  received 
earlier  than  the  discussion  of  the  question, 
to  prove  that  fact,  and  which  from  their 
strength  he  did  not  think  proper  to  read. 
These  accounts  he  had  received  from  parts 
of  Scotland  with  which  he  was  connected. 
The  late  crop  of  barley  was  short,  and 
though  there  was  no  scarcity  of  wheat, 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  barley,  and  an 
universal  scarcity  of  oats  in  the  coun- 
try; as  might  be  collected  from  the 
price  of  oats  in  the  market,  which  was  now 


40«.  and  50f.  He  therefore  did  not  obje 
to  the  resolution  before  the  committee  bi 
cause  it  went  too  far,  but  because  it  wi 
not  likely  to  produce  the  good  efiects  th; 
were  proposed  from  its  adoption ;  becaus 
by  resorting  to  the  measure  at  the  pre^^ei 
•time,  not  a  single  quarter  of  com  wouj 
be  saved  for  consumption ;  but  some,  o 
the  contrary,  taken  from  the  consunaptioi 
so  far  as  the  com  of  the  present  year  wa 
concerned.  On  this  ground,  he  should,  i 
no  other  gentleman  did,  move  an  alteratioi 
of  the  resolution  to  make  it  cmnmenc 
much  earlier  in  its  operation.  He  alsi 
objected  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  whici 
would  impose  upon  ministers  the  necessiti 
of  a  positive  measure,  which  might  excit 
alarm  in  the  country,  by  extending  thi 
prohibition  after  the  1st  Oct.  if  the  bar 
vest  should  not  be  abundant.  He  shouk 
prefer  extending  the  prohibition  to  the  Isi 
of  Jan.  1st  of  March,  or  even,  the  1st  oi 
July,  next  year,  if  necessary,  leaving  tc 
ministers,  if  the  next  crop  should  be  abun« 
dant,  to  open  the  distilleries  by  proclama^ 
tion,  an  act  which  would  give  the  country 
universal  satisfaction.  He  would,  there- 
fore, give  to  the  West  Indians  this  tem- 
porary relief^  but  he  would  not  give  to 
them  the  slightest  hopes  of  its  being 
repeated,,  because  he  would  not  sufler 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  to 
be  permanently  invaded.  The  hon.  gent, 
concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  10th  of  Jbne  shou]4  be  substitu- 
ted for  the  1st  of  July  as  t£^e  period  when 
the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  corn  in  the 
distilleries  should  commence.  On  the 
qiiestion  being  put, 

Mr.  Yorke  condemned  the  interference 
of  parliament  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  must 
be  able  to  produce  sufficient  for  their  con- 
sumption, if  their  agriculture  was  not  to  be 
interfered  with  by  impolitic  measures  of 
this  description.  The  shutting  of  the 
ports  of  the  continent  against  us  would 
amount  to  a  bounty  on  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  agriculture,  not  only  with 
respect  to  com,  but  the  cultivation  of  hemp. 
This  measure  he  considered  as  a  dangerous 
experiment,  and  agreed  with  the  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last,  that  no  hope  should 
be  held  out  to  the  West  India  merchants 
that  this  measure  should  ever  again  be  re- 
sorted to.  He  did  not  see  why  a  certain 
sum  miffht  not  be  lent  to  the  West  Indies 
upon  adequate  security,  to  enable  the  pro- 
prietors to  turn  their,  imAyift  .dp  produc- 

even 
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prefer,  rather  than  break  ib  upon  a  ^rand 
principle,  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  his 
ni^est^  to  enable  him  to  purchase  a  quan- 
tity of  the  redundant  sugar,  for  the  relief 
of  the  West  Indian  merchants. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  considered  it  of  the 
highest  importance  to  encourage  the  agri- 
culture by  exportation,  consumption  in 
breweries  and  distilleries,  and  in  every 
possible  mode.  He  was,  however,  of  opi- 
nion, that  in  times  of  necessity  the  legis- 
lature had  a  right  to  interfere  and  prevent 
every  oth^r  consumption  of  com,  in  order 
to  save  it  for  human  food ;  but  whilst  he 
admitted  this  right,  he  contended  as  strong- 
ly, that  nothing  would  so  legitimately 
give  that  right  as  the  deficiency  of  human 
food.  The  reason  why  he  thought  that 
agriculture  ought  to  be  encouraged*  was 
because  nothing  could  make  a  country  so 
truly  great  as  to  render  it  independent,  for 
articles  of  necessity,  of  any  other  nation. 
He  should  never,  therefore,  consent  to  any 
interference  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  lor  any  object  of  external  inte- 
rest. 

Mr.  Burkam  re-asserted  am}  vindicated 
some  of  his  former  statements,  respecting 
the  motives  of  the  opposition  to  this  mea- 
sure, and  argued  at  considerable  length  in 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  Hm»kiM  Browne  argued  that  some 
means  should  be  devised  for  taking  off 
some  of  tlK  redundant  stock  of  sugar.  If 
the  effect  of  the  measure  should  be  to  in- 
jure the  landed  interest,  no  gentleman 
vvould  consent  to  it ;  but  the  object  of  the 
measure  was,  to  prevent  the  consequences 
of  a  scarcity  if  the  next  crop  should  not 
be  a  good  one.  ^ 

Sir  John  Sebri^a  could  not  avoid  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  this  measure,  and 
declared,  that  though  he  was  one  of  the 
landed  interest,  he  did  not  object  to  this 
measure  on  any  narrow  view,  but  from  the 
opinion  that  it  was  fraught  with  injury  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  JEf.  Lascelles  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  real  question  be- 
fore them.  The  resolution  under  consi- 
deration, wasj  whether  the  use  of  corn  in 
distilleries,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the 
Ist  of  October  should  be  prohibited.  Dur- 
ing that  period  the  distilleries  usually  were 
stopped,  so  that  no  injury  could  be  done 
thereby  to  the  landed  interest  He  could 
not  see  why  the  measure  should  not  be  re- 
sorted to,  vesting  in  his  majesty's  ministers 
a  discretion  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
pnkibijtion;  because  they  would  be  bound 


to  take  into  their  consideration  the  natur 
of  the  harvest  and  the  price  of  corn,  ani 
would  be  responsible  for  the  exercise  o 
that  discretion. 

Lord  Biiming  agreed  to  the  amendmed 
made  by  bts  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Portman  enumerated  the  inconveni 
ences  that  would  be  suifered  by  distillers 
if  the  use  of  corn  were  to  be  prohibited  ii; 
distilleries  on  the  1st  of  July,  both  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  corn  they  had  on  hand 
CTound,  and  of  the  loss  they  would  sustaiii 
from  the  cattle,  which  were  now  fed  upor 
grains  in  warm  houses,  being  exposed  t^ 
the  eflect  of  the  open  air. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  merely  to  state 
the  ground  of  the  vote  which  he  meant  tc 
give.  He  should  certainly  support  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  friend,  because 
he  thought,  that  if  any  eflfect  at  all  wera 
to  be  expected  from  the  measure,  it  must 
be  by  adopting  that  amendment.  But  as 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  measure  in  any 
shape,  he  should  ieel  himself  bound  to  op-i 
pose  the  Resolution  in  chief. 

Mr.  Coke  declared  his  intention  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  td 
vote  for  the  amendment,  and  against  the 
Resolution. — The  house  then  divided :  Foii 
the  Amendment  89  ;  a^inst  it  71.  Ma-{ 
jority  1 8.  After  which,  the  period  of  the 
commencement  of  the  prohibition  wa| 
fixed  for  the  1 5th  of  June  for  Scotland^ 
and  the  20th  for  Ireland. 


HOUSE   op  LORDS. 

Monday^  May  30. 

[Roman  CAxnotic  Petition.]  Viscount 
Sidmouth  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
their  lordships'  attention  to  a  question  of 
considerable  importance,  as  it  regarded  a 
fair  and  true  statement  of  what  might  in 
the  course  of  discussion  be  uttered  in  that 
house.  It  was  a  standing  order  (although 
their  lordships  very  properly  did  not  en- 
force it)  that  no  repoit  should  be  given  of 
their  debates.  Yet  if  tlieir  lordships  per- 
mitted these  reports  to  be  given,  still  it 
was  incumbent  upon  every  person  giving 
such  report,  that  he  should  do  it  in  a  £aiir, 
correct,  and  impartial  manner.  His  lord- 
ship thought  himself  very  much  misrepre- 
sented in  having  sentiments  attributed  to 
him  which  he  abhorred  and  detested.  The 
misrepresentation  he  complained  of  was 
contained  in  '  The  British  Press'  news- 
paper«  published  last  Saturday,  giving  an 
account  of  what  passed  in  debate  in  their 
lordships'  hous^  onRriday  aiightydurinif  the 
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discussion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Petition. 
In  that  paper  sentiments  were  imputed  to 
him  the  very  reverse  of  those  he  uttered. 
His  lordship  here  read  the  passages  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded.  The  one 
was  where  it  was  said  he  had  uttered  the 
following  sentiments : — "  The  grand  ob- 
ject of  legislative  care  should  be  the  body 
of  the  Irish  population,  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  looking  exclusively  to  their  priests, 
from  whom  they  derive  scarcely  any  in- 
ibrmation,  and  whose  interest  it  is  to  de- 
tach them  Irom  their  allegiance  to  the 
country  and  king.  This  is  at  once  the 
cause  of  their  ignorance  and  disaffection." 
-^Now^  he  never  did  utter  such  sentiments^ 
iuid  he  did  not  wish  that  profession  in  Ire- 
land should  have  it  su  understood.  He 
would  trouble  their  lordships  with  quoting 
another  passage,  where  he  was  represented 
to  have  said — "  The  Protestant  Church 
must  be  maintained  in  all  its  dignity  and 
privileges,  if  we  expect  to  make  proselytes. 
Without  persecution  we  should  make  no 
Protestants  in  Ireland,  without  persecution 
the  Established  Church  would  be  over- 
whelmed.'^ Such  sentiments  he  utterly 
disavowed  and  detested  ;  he  never  did  ex- 

t>ress  himself  to  that  effect ;  but,  as  their 
ordships  would  recollect,  he  had  on  that 
occasion  spoken  language  of  an  opposite 
meaning.  He  had  contended,  that  it. was 
impossible  for  any  church  to  exist  with 
persecution.  Thus  far  he  thought  it  proper 
to  make  this  statement  to  their  lordships, 
before  whom  he  might  not  be  disposed  to 
bring  any  distinct  motion,  whatever  mode 
of  conduct  he  might  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue hereafter  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  Auckland 
made  a  few  observations  on  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  tendency  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  as  proved  by  the  documents  on 
the  table,  to  injure  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try ;  it  appeared  by  an  Account  upon  the 
table,  of  Exports  and  Imports  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  last,  that 
our  exports. had  considerably  diminished, 
compared  with  those  of  the  corresponding 
quarter  in  the  preceding  year.  He  thought 
it  highly  necessary,  that  the  house  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  information 
upon  this  subject ;  and  for  that  purpose 
he  should  move  for  an  Account  of  Exports 
and  Imports  from  and  into  the  port  of 
London,  with  the  duties  and  drawbacks, 
di$titlguishing  British  manufactures,  &e. 
for  tkuT  months,  up  to  the  1st  of  May 
1808,  and  similar  accounts  for  Liverpool, 
Bristol^  Glasgow,  HuH,  ai^d  another  port. 


Earl  BathwTit  had  no  objecl! 
motion,  but  contended  that   the' 
Council  ought  not  to  be  reprcsed 
cause  of  the  diminution  of  our  tJ  ^ 
quarter  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
effected  by  orders  given  in  the 
quarter,  which  orders  were   issu^ 
sequence  of  the  rigorous  executM 
enemy's  decrees  against  our    c< 
It  was  as  a  remedy  for  the  latter 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  resort 

Lord  Grenville  contended  th; 
clear,  from  the  documents  on  t4 
that  our  trade  had  materially  dimi 
our  exports  in  the  quarter  endini^ 
of  Jan.  1807,  being  5,50Q,OOOA 
that  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  18( 
4,170,000/.  To  what  other  cau: 
this  be  imputed,  except  to  the  oi 
council  ?  and  he  was  convinced  th; 
upon  proof  would  continually  acci 
of  the  highly  injurious  effects  oi 
orders.  How  would  the  country 
bled  to  carry  on  the  contest  in 
we  were  engaged,  if  those  resourccsrj 
which  wc  drew  from  our  commerce  i 
object  of  the  enemy,  therefore,  was  to  i 
that  commerce  by  every  possible  ni 
Surely,  then,  it  was  a  most  fatal  polic 
the  government  of  this  country  to  a 
measures  which  had  a  direct  tendpnc 
depress  and  diminish  that  commerce ; 
which,  it  appeared,  had  actually  had 
effect.  With  respect  to  the  United  Si 
of  America  also,  the  policy  of  tlie  ra 
ters  appeared  to  have  an  equally  injui 
tendency.  Fortunately,  however,  tht 
fects  of  their  rashness  appeared  like! 
be  counteracted  by  the  rashness  of 
enemy,  whose  conduct,  it  might  be 
son  ably  hoped,  would  tend  to  throw  A 
ripa  into  the  arms  of  this  country.  Ev 
day's  experience  must  more  and  more  < 
vince  his  majesty's  ministers  of  the  ruin 
tendency  of  this  measure.  With  respec 
America,  understanding  that  a  negociai 
was  now  pending,  he  should  abstain 
present  from  asking  any  explanation  u 
that  subject.  His  lordship  concluded 
repeating  his  conviction  of  the  malign 
influence  of  this  measure,  and  express 
a  hope  that  his  majesty's  ministers  wo 
be  induced  to  act  with  magnanimity 
rescinding  these  Orders  in  Council,  froi 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  so  doir 
and  in  the  hope  of  its  speedy  accompli 
ment,  his  lordship  intimated  that  it  i 
not  his  intention  at  present  to  press- 
motion  upon  this  subject  of  which  he  1 
given  notice  previous  to  the  recess. 
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Lord  Hawkeshury  contended^  that  the 
diminution  of  exports  alluded  to  could  not 
be  fairly  imputed  to  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil ;  as  there  was  only  one  month  in  the 
quarter,  that  of  Dec,  which  was  subjected 
to  their  operation,  and  in  that  month  there 
was  no  diminution  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding month  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  diminution,  therefore,  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  other  causes,  and  these  were 
the  effects  of  the  decrees  of  the  enemy. 
With  respect  to  America,  he  denied  that 
the  Ordera  in  Council  had  any  eflect  in 
producing  the  embargo,  it  being  now  well 
known  that  that  measure  was  resorted  to 
in  consequence  of  the  new  and  more  rigo- 
rous decrees  issued  by  the  French  goveru- 
inent,  and  the  expectation  that  retaliatory 
measures  tvould  be  adopted  by  the  British 
government.  It  could  not  of  course  be 
expected,  that  he  should  say  any  thing 
respecting  the  present  state  ot  the  relations 
bee  ween  thi«  country  and  the  United 
•States ;  but  this  he  was  entitled  to  say, 
that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  to  maintain  that  friendship 
and  good-will  with  the  United  States, 
which  was  so  beneficial  to  both  countries, ' 
and  to  adopt  every  measure  for  that  pur- 
pose that  was  consistent  with  the  mainte^ 
nance  of  the  dearest  rights  and  the  best  I 
interests  of  this  country.  | 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  maintained,  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  held  out  as  a 
measure  of  immediate  efficacy,  in  inducing 
the  enemy  to  revoke  his  decrees,  and  that 
they  had  failed  in  their  intended  effect. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  urged,  that  when- 
ever the  question  was  argued,  it  ought  to 
be  argued  in  this  point  of  view,  namely, 
what  vvould  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
enemy -s  decrees  upon  our  commerce  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  not  been  Issued.  It 
was  not  enough  to  say  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion of  commerce  now  ;  but  the  question 
was,  what  would  have  been  ttie  diminution 
under  the  continued  operation  of  the  ene- 
my's decrees,  if  the  measure  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  had  not  been  resorted  to  ? 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  the  dimi- 
nution being  shewn  after  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  operated,  it  lay  upon  those 
who  supported  those  orders,  to  prove  lirat 
such  diminution  resulted  from  some  otlier 
cause.  ' 

Some  further  conversation  ensued,  in 
consequence  of  the  lord  chancellor's  hav- 
ing stated  that  the  motion  had  been  put 
and  carried  an  hour  and  a  half  ago. 
Some  astonishment  was  expressed  by  some 


noble  lords,  that  the  putting  the  questi< 
had  not  b^en  heard.  Earl  Stanhope  sai 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  p 
and  carried  them  in  a  parenthesis.  Tl 
lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  he  hj 
merely  said,  "  ordcred,'\conceiving  the 
was  no  objection  to  the  motion.  He 
the  conversation  dropped  ;  and  earl  B 
thurst  moved  for  Accounts  similar  to  thoi 
moved  for  by  lord  Auckland,  from  all  tl 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  o 
dered. 

[Indictment  Bill.]  On  the  questic 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  thought  it  ought  not  to  I 
proceeded  upon  in  so  thin  a  house,  an 
moved  to  discharge  the  order. 

Lord  Ellenhorough,  after  having  insistei 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  tht 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  misunderstoo 
and  misrepresented,  and  that  iie  considei 
ed  the  opposition  to  it  no  better  than 
tiib  thrown  out  for  the  purpose  of  catchin 
popular  applause,  added,  that  he  could  n< 
avoid  observing,  that  he,  as  chief  justic 
of  the  king*s  bench,  was  entitled  to  son: 
degree  of  respect,  but  he  had  been  grossl 
calumniated  by  an  individual  of  that  houi 
having  compared  him  to  those  monster 
who  in  former  reigns  had  disgraced  tfc 
bench  of  justice,  such  as  Scroggs,  Jeffrie 
&c.  But  he  should  treat  the  calumny  an 
the  calumniator  with  contempt.  On  a  foi 
mer  occasi<)n  he  had  been  blamed  for  h 
taciturnity,  for  which  he  would  not  apoh 
gise  to  that  individual,  but  he  would  ex 
plain  the  reason  to  that  house. 

Earl  StatiJiope  disavowed  any  intentioi 
on  his  part,  to  impute  the  smallest  miscor 
duct  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord ;  h 
bad  said,  and  he  had  a  right  to  say,  ths 
such  monsters  and  villains  as  ocrogg 
and  Jeiines  had  filled  the  office  of  judge 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  hav 
found  any  resemblance  between  them  an 
the  noble  and  learned  lord ;  and  if  tha 
noble  and  learned  lord  felt  any  resemblance 
it  was  more  than  any  other  noble  lord  wa 
disposed  to  do  in  that  house.  The  rasj 
misconception  and  precipitancy  which  hai 
been  applied  to  what  had  fallen  from  him 
self,  convinced  his  mind  that  it  might  b 
improper  to. delegate  the  power  propose* 
by  that  bill  even  to  that  noble  ana  learner 
lord. 

The  motion  for  discharging  the  orde 
was  negatived.  On  the  question  bein^ 
put  for  the  third  readins;  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  objected  to  it,  ob 
serving  that  the  operation  x>f  the  bill  wouk 
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bear  hard  upon  the  poor.  A  wealthy  man, 
if  arrested  on  a  charge  of  misdemeanor, 
^  would  fiod  DO  difficulty  tn  procuring  bail, 
but  a  poor  man  might  find  it  impossible  ; 
and  in  that  case  he  would  be  sent  to  gaol. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
Bobte  lord^s  objection  was  too  general,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would  apply  to  the  general 
operation  of  the  law  in  holding  to  bail ;  but 
the  fact  was,  that  reference  waa  always 
had  to  a  man's  circumstances,  and  the 
amount  of  bail  regulated  accordingly.  His 
lordship  shortly  detailed  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  respecting  which  it  was  for  the 
Louse  to  decide. 

Lord  Enkmt  repeated  several  of  his  for- 
mer objections  to  the  bill,  and  contended 
that  no  necessity  had  been  shewn  for  mak- 
ing any  alteration  in  the  law  as  establish- 
ed by  our  ancestors.  He  particularly  ob- 
jected to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  placed, 
the  attorney  general  on  a  level  with  a 

fraud  jury,  and  authorized  the  holding  to 
ail  upon  information  filed  ex  qficio. 

Lord  JEMenbmvugh  went  over  some  of  his 
former  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and 
with  respect  to  informations  filed  by  the 
attorney  general,  contended,  that  the  rea- 
lK>n  of  the  thing  required  that  it  should  not 
be  merely  a  notice  to  the  party  to  run 
away,  bat  that  there  should  be  tlie  means 
of  compelling  the  party  to  answer.  With 
respect  to  the  objection>  that  the  attorney 
general  vi^as  not  compelled  to  receive  affi- 
davits of  the  facts  on  which  he  filed  an  in- 
formation, it  perhaps  might  be  thought 
expedient  by  the  court  of  king's  bench 
not  to  hold  a  man  to  bail  on  such  an  infor- 
mation unless  it  was  supported  by  an  afii- 
davit. 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  no  incon- 
venience had  been  shewn  to  have  resulted 
from  the  present  practice  which  it  was  at 
till  necessary  to  remedy.  He  objected  there- 
fi>re  to  making  an  unnecessary  alteration 
hi  the  law.  He  had  a  right  to  suppose  in 
arguing  this  question,  the  case  of  an  attor- 
ney general  being  the  instrument  of  a  ty- 
Irannical  government,  and  then  the  provi- 
tiohs  of  this  bill  might  prove  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

Earl  Stanhope  objected  to  the  bill  upon 
similar  grounds.  He  had  expected  that 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  have 
acknpwledged  the  statement  respecting  the 
expressions  used  by  him' to  have  been  erro- 
neous. 

Lord  Ellenborot^h  still  thought  that  the 
expressions  were  improperly  applied  to 
4rm. 
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Earl  Stanhope  again  denied  that  the  ex^ 
pressions  were  intended  to  be  applied  tcj 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  ebjected 
to  any  reference  to  expressions  used  in  s 
former  debate. 

After  some  further  conversation,  th« 
house  divided  on  the  question fi)r  the  third 
reading  :  Contents  13  ;  Non-contents.  O- 
'- — Majority  7. 


BOt'SE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  30. 
[lassH    Habeas    Cobvus    Suspension.} 
Mr.  Sheridan  presented  a  petition  from 
Mr.   James    Tandy,    wine-merchant,    of 
Dublin,    stating  that  above  three  years 
since,,  without  any  crime  or  mtscondut^t 
whatever  on  his  part,  he  was  suspected  by 
the  Irish  government  of  treasonable  prac- 
tices;  that  be   knmediately  sorrendered 
himself  and  underwent  several  successive 
examinations  before  the  privy  council,  at 
which  he  answered  fully  and  truly  every 
question  put  to  him;  that  after  having 
been  detained  three  weeks  in  the  custody 
of  a  kins' s  messenger,  without  any  cause 
explained  to  him,  he  tvas  committed,  under 
a  ^arrant  from  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  the  common  gaol  of 
Kilmainham,  where  he  was  confined  for 
three   years,  and    treated    with  peculiar 
harshness  and  severity  ;   at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  was  liberated  without  be- 
ing brought  to  trial,  without  being  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  nature  of  the  alledged  charge 
against  him,  or  informed  who  were  his  ac- 
cusers, though  he  had  repeatedly  and  ur- 
gently applied  to  know  the  same  ;  that  he 
had  suffered  severely  in  health,  &c.  and 
praying  relief. — ^The  petition  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Sheridan  after- 
wards  firesented    other    Petitions   of  a 
similar  nature  from  Bernard  Foy,  who 
had    been  confined    IS   months  in  the' 
Newgate  of  Dublin ;  Thomas  Ridgeway, 
an  English  merchant,  who  had  been  a 
considerable  time  confined  in  Kilmainham 
gaol ;  and  Henry  Hughes,  confined  in  the 
same  prison. 

Sir  A.  Wetlesley  said,  he  rather  believed 
the  government  of  the  country  had  good 
grounds  for  confining  those  several  per- 
sons :  it  was  about  the  period  of  the  last 
rebellious  insurrection  Which  broke  out  in 
Dublin. 

IVTr.  Sheridan  observed,  th^t  the  mere 
declaration  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that 
he 'rather  believed'  the  government  of  the 
day  had  good  grounds  for  confining  the^e 
petitioners,  was  rather  a  tagtie  mode  of 
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justifying  so  severe  an  injury  to  them  as  a 
long  and  rigorous  imprisonment^  without 
assigning  any  specific  charge,  and  refusing 
their  repeated  applications  to  be  brought 
to  trial  to  confront  their  accusers.  He 
thought  that  British  subjects  ought  not  to 
be  subjected  to  such  severities,  without 
strong  and  positive  grounds  of  crimination. 
However,  there  were  some  other  petitions 
to  be  presented  of  a  similar  nature,  and  as 
soon  as  they  should  all  come  before  the 
house,  he  should  name  a  day  for  submitting 
a  proposition  on  the  subject,  when  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  himself  fully. — The 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Fifth  Report  of  Military  Inquiry.! 
Mr.  Rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  that 
part  of  the  Fit\h  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Military  Inquiry,  which  seemed 
to  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Board 
of  IVeasury,  from  the  year  1796  to  1799, 
as  if  that  Board  had  been,  as  insinuated  in 
the  Report,  inattentive  to  its  duty,  in  con- 
trolling the  expenditure  for  the  hospital  de- 
partment.   The    right    hon.   g^nt.   then 
shewed,  that  the  Treasury  Board  had  not 
been  negligent  of  its  duty  on  that  head, 
as  would  ap|)ear  irom  the  paper  for  which 
he  meant  to  move.     He  then  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  merits  and  integrity  of  the 
, Apothecary  General,  who  had   supplied 
medicines  to  the  army  on  more  reasonable 
teims  than  the  Apothecaries  Company  did 
to  the  navy,  ana  concluded  by  moving, 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  the  house  co- 
pies of  all  proceedings  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  between  the   1st  of  Dec.  1796 
and  the  31st  of  August   1799,  relative  to 
payments  made  to  the  Apothecary  General 
tor  medicines   and  surgical    instruments 
aupplied  tothe  army." — After  a  few  obser- 
vations from  Mr.  Yorke,  in  corroboration 
of  the  testimony  in  favour  of  the  Apothe- 
cary  General's  conduct,  and  calling  on 
the  house  to  suspend   all  judgment  upon 
this  report   till  the   whole   of  the  case 
should  be  before  them  ;  the  motion  was 
agreed  lo. 

[Small  Pox  Prevention  Bill.]  Mr. 
Tuiltr  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  hi  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  Small 
Pox  infection.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  attempt  enforcing  the  vaccine  inocu- 
lation. He  ^ould  leave  that  open  to  the 
operation  of  its  own  merits.  But  with 
respect  to  the  Small  Pox,  it  was  often  found 
that  the  infection  was  widely  spread  from 
the  modern  mode  of  treating  that  disease ; 


for  the  patients,  instead  of  being  closel 
confined  to  their  rooms,  as  was  formerl; 
the  custom,  under  the  modern  practic 
were  ordered  to  walk  abroad,  by  whic 
means  the  air  of  the  vicinage  was  infectec 
and  the  disease  communicated    throog 
whole  districts.     His  object  in  this  bil 
then,  would  be  to  prevent  jiny  pcrsoii 
from  opening  houses  for  Small  Pox  inocti 
lation  within  less  than  three  miles  distanc 
from  any  great  town,  village,  or  assem 
blage  of  dwelling  houses  joined  together 
and  to  oblige  all  such  persons  to  keep  theil 
patients  within  doors  during  the  wholi 
continuance  of  the   disorder;    and  als< 
where  any  person  shall   have  caught  th< 
infection  in  any  such  town.  Sec,  to  enabl 
the  parish  officers,  at  the  parish  expencc 
to  remove  such  person  to  the  distance  o 
three  miles,  until  recovered  ftom  the  dis^ 
order ;  and  where  any  infected  person) 
shall  appear  abroad,  to  enable  the  parish 
officers  to  enforce  their  return  within  doorsi 
He  meant  also  to  enforce  the  obsenranc^ 
of  this  law  by  penalties,  which  should  b( 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  persons  who 
by  their  means,    shall  have  caught  th< 
disease  :  but  such  penalties  not  to  be  paic 
until  two  months  after  conviction  :  anc 
then,  if  no  mischief  shall  have  accrued  U 
others  from  the  misconduct  of  the  parties 
the^  magistrates  to  have  a  discretion  ii 
mitigating  the  fine.     If  leave  was  given  t( 
bring  in  the  "bill,  he  meant  to  have  i 
printed,  and  to  lie  over  until  next  ses.sion 
— Leave  was  given  accordingly. 

[Bank  of  Ireland.]  Sir  JokH  Ncxtfpar 
rose  to  bring  forward  his  promised  resolu 
tion  for  declaring  catholics  eligible  to  fil 
the  high  offices  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  O 
all  the  restrictions  which  the.  penal  laws  o 
Ireland  had  imposed  upon  the  catholics,  hi 
commented  on  the  absurdity  of  enactinj 
that  the  creed  of  a  Director  in  a  commer 
cial  establishment  should  be  a  bar  to  th* 
exertion  of  his  talents  in  promoting  the  in 
tcrests  of  the  concern ;  or  that,  in  appoint 
ing  a  director,  the  proprietors  of  such 
concern  should  be  bound,  in  the  first  in 
stance,  to  inquire  into  his  form  of  worship 
Ireland  was  the  only  country  iu  Europ 
where  this  was  the  case.  But,  in  the  ac 
for  establishing  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  n 
such  restriction  appeared ;  and  it  was  onl^ 
in  the  charter  made  out  in  consequence  c 
that  act,  that  any  idea  of  religious  restrio 
tion  was  introduced.  By  an  act  of  ng< 
the  Irish  parliament  had  very  much  relaxe 
those  restrictions  which  precluded  Iris 
catholics  from  holding  certain  offices,  an 
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reduced  the  namber  to  a  very  few  offices 
of  state.  But  he  believed  no  man  ever 
imagined  the  office  of  a  bank  director  was 
one  from  which  it  was  intended  to  exclude 
them  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  bad  the  assu- 
rance of  a  secretary  of  state  for  Ireland, 
that  it  was  meant  the  catholics  should  be 
admitted  to  the  directorship ;  and,  upon 
recurring  to  the  act  of  1793,  he  found  they 
were  eligible  to  become  members  of  any 
law  body,  corporate  or  commercial,  for 
they  were  precluded  from  none  but  Trinity 
college,  any  bye-law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. The  charter,  however,  or- 
dered it  otherwise ;  law  opinions  had  been 
taken  on  the  subject,  and  the  counsel  on 
both  sides  differed.  One  was  of  opinion 
that  the  catholics  were  not  precluded  ;  but 
the  other  thought,  that  as  the  preclusion 
was  by  a  charter,  and  not  a  bye-law,  the 
exclusion  was  valid.  By  the  Irish  bank 
act  of  1781-2,  it  was  forbidden  to  any 
company,  above  the  number  of  six,  to  form 
any  bank  or  take  a  public  credit,  under  a 
heavy  penalty,  save  the  bank  of  Ireland. 
But  the  prote.stapts  were  compensated  for 
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this  privation  in  their  eligibility  to  become  -praying  they  might  be  allowed  to  retain 


bank  governors  and  directors,  while  to  the 
catholics,  thuar  deprived  of  their  common 
law  rights,  no  compensation  'whatever  was 
given.  But  he  should  think,  that  if  in  any 
purview  of  the  act  it  was  thought  liable  to 
such  a  construction,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  legislature  to  restore  to  the  catholic 
his  common  law  right,  or  place 'him  on  the 
same  commercial  footing  in  this  respect 
with  the  pl'otestants.  He  might  be  asked, 
why  this  question  was  not  brought  forward 
sooner  ?  He  would  answer,  the  bank  char- 
ter was  not  renewed  since  1791,  and  con- 
sequently there  was  no  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  before  parliament.  There  was 
a  period!  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
when  a  great  portion  of  the  people  were 
Jcnown  to  be  disaffected  to  the  Hanoverian 
succession ;  and  it  was  then  the  wise  ]jo- 
licy  of  the  legislature  to  stimulate  those 
persons  to  vest  their  mofrey  in  the  public 
funds,  ill  order  to  attach  them  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  state  ;  and  if  such  policy  was 
wise  in  that  case,  was  it  not  equally  so 
with  respect  to  the  catholics  ?  He  knew, 
from  the  best  authority,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  bank  proprietors  were  by  no 
means  favourable  to  their  exclusion,  any 
more  than  other  liberal  men.  If  a  Homan- 
catholic  was  possessed  of  50,000/.  property 
in  bank  stock,  was  it  not  a  case  of  injustice 
that  the  proprietors  could  not  ayaii  them- 
selves of  his  talents  and  abilities  in  the 


management  of  their  concern  ?  The  houj 
had  now  before  them  no  complaints  again 
their  admission ;  they  had  not  before  thei 
the    petition    of  protestant   corporatioi 

f>raying  the  continuance  of  the  exclusioi 
ike^  those  which  came  before  the  Iris 
parliament  in  169t),  from  the  protestail 
coal-porters  of  Dublin,  complaining  tha 
one  Darby  Kyan,  a  catholic  coal-dealei 
employed  coal-porters  of  his  own  persna 
sion,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  protestan 
interest,  and  praying  that  he  might  b* 
obliged  to  employ  protestant  porters  t^ 
carry  his  commodities ;  which  petition  vva 
referred  to  the  committee  of  grievances 
In  1702  a  petition  was  presented  from  th< 
protestant  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Lime- 
rick,  complaining  that  papists  were  aUowe<i 
to  dwell  amongst  them,  and  follow  (heij 
trades  and  callings,  much  to  the  injury  oi 
the  protestant  interest,  and  praying  they 
might  be  banished  from  the  city,  which 
was  accordingly  done;  and  in  1704  a  pe- 
tition was  presented  to  the  same  parliament 
from  about  twenty  catholics,  who  were 
suffered  to  reside  in  Limerick  and  Galway, 


with  them  their  wives  and  children,  upon 
their  giving  security  for  their  good  beha- 
viour ;  but  it  was. rejected.  He  hoped  he 
was  addressing  himself  to  a  more  just  and 
liberal  parliament,  and  concluded  by  mov- 
ing a  resolution,  ^'  That  catholics  ought 
to  be  considered  eligible  to  becpme  gover- 
nors, deputy-governors,  and  directors  of 
the  bankof  Ireland,  if  otherwise  qualified." 

Mr.  Foster  said,  the  Irish  bauk  was 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  bank 
of  England,  and  he  did  not  see  why  a  dis- 
tinction should  take  place  in  one  country 
which  was  not  proposed  for  the  other. 
He  deprecated  thus  bringing  forward  old 
oppressions  to  countenaffce  new  innova- 
tions. In  proposing  hereafter  a  renewal 
of  the  charter,  he  did  not  intend  by  any 
means  to  heap  new  burthens  on  the  catho- 
lics ;  be  would  leave  the  charter  just  as  it 
stood  at  present,  and  if  the  catholics  found 
themselves  aggrieved,  they  might  petition 
parliament,  which  they  did  not  do  now.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  house  should 
proceed  to  the  other  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  IVindham  observed,  that  as  the  right 
hon.  gent,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  exclude 
the  catholics,  he  hoped  he  would  support 
the  Besolutiou.  As  the  old  penal  laws 
were  repealed,  why  not  repeal  this  ?  JS'o 
one  surely  could  say  this  was  sq  serious  a 
state  matter  as  to  endanger  the  existence 
of  the  constitution  or  the  church.  - 
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The  Otancelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
did  not,  see  the  utility  of  altering  the  law; 
there  was  surely  no  grievance  in  continu- 
ing the  same  law  to  Ireland  which  was  in 
force  here.  If  any  alteration  was  to  take 
place,  the  time  would  be  when  the  charter 
was  about  to  be  renewed,  and  not  now  to 
engraft  a  new  bill  on  the  olu  bill.  .He  did 
not  desire  that  the  new  charter  should  pre- 
judice the  Irish  catholics ;  on  tiie  contrary, 
he  had  no  objection  to  enter  a  declaratory 
clause  in  future,  giving  the  legislature  a 
power  of  interfering  in  their  defence. 

Mr.  Murtin  was  glad  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  it  not  in  his  intention  to  re-enact 
the  penal  code.  He  thought  our  ancestors 
had  as  good  reasons  for  their  severity  as 
we  had  now  for  our  exclusion,  and  he  was 
sure  posterity  would  repay  us  as  we  repaid 
those  who  went  before  us.  The  case  of 
Ireland  did  not  apply  to  this  country  at 
all,  where  the  -raajority  were  protestants, 
but  in  Ireland  he  would  venture  to  say  the 
principal  merchants  were  catholics. 

On  the  division  there  appeared  :  For 
the  amendment  64 ;  Against  it  ()1. — Ma- 
jority 3. 

List  of  the  Minority, 

Abercromby,  J.  Milton,  viscount 

Anstruther,  sir  J.  Montgomery,  C. 

Aubrey,  sir  J.  Moore,  P. 
Bagenal,  W.                 '   Newport,  sir  J. 

Barham,  J.  F.  Parnell,  II. 

Bradstiaw,  A.  C.  Petty ^  lord  Heory 

Brand,  T.  Phillips,  H.  M. 

Combe,  H.  C.  Piggot,  sir  A. 

Creevey,  T.  Poiisoii^jy,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Dundas,  R.  L.  Ponsonbv,  Hen.  G. 

Ebrington,  viscount  Power,  llicliard 

Eden,  W.  F.  E.  Russell,  lord  W. 

Elliot,  W.  Sharp,  H. 

Estcoort,  J.  G.  Shipley,  \V. 

Grattan,  H«  Smith,  W. 

Greenough,  G.  B.  Talbot,  R.  W. 

Halsey,  J.  Temple,  earl    ' 

Herbert,  H.  A.  Templeiown,  vise. 

Ilippesley,  sir  J.  C.  Thornton,  H. 

Horner,  F.  Tierney,  G. 

Hume,  W.  Hoaro  Vansittart,  G. 

Kcmpe,  T.  Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 

Latouche,  R.  VValpole,  hon.  G. 

Lawrence,  F,  Ward,  hon.  J.  W, 

Leach,  J.  Warrender,  sir  G. 

Lefevre;  C.  Shaw  Western,  C.  C. 

Lemon,  sir  W.  Wcijtbread,  S. 

Madocks,  W.  A.  Windham,  W. 

Martin,  R.  Wynnp,  sir  W.  W. 
Maule,  W.  R.  Tellert. 

Milfoanke,  sir  R.  C  W.  Wynne 

Miller,  sir  T.  J.  Calcraft. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  The  house  then 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Local  Mili- 
tia bill.    On  the  reading  oif  the  nineteenth 


clause,    allowing  volunteers   to   transf 
themselves  into  local  militia, 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  stated  that  a  pc 
son  might  remove  from  one  district 
another  where  there  would  be  no  balk 
and  where  he  could  not  get  into  a  volui 
teer  corps,  they  being  full.  This  ma 
being  perfectly  free,  would  receive  moi 
wages  than  the  other. — ^Nothing  was  dor 
on  this  suggestion. 

On  the  reading  of  the  twentieth  clausi 
providing  that  an  oath  shall  be  taken  b 
every  volunteer  entering  into  the  locj 
militia,  that  he  had  received  no  bount 
except  the  tw^o  guineas  allowed  by  th 
act,  Mr.  C.  Wynne  observed  that  in  th 
case  a  strong  temptation  to  perjury  es 
isted,  and  there  was  every  opportunity  fc 
evasion  ;  he  therefore  objected  to  th 
oath.  He  contended  that  the  frequenc; 
with  which  oaths  were  administered  ha 
much  diminished  their  influence  on  th 
public  mind,  especially  when  they  wer 
administered  in  cases  where  there  w*a 
every  temptation  to  perjury. — Mr.  Wine 
ham,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  wilberforce,  si 
S.  Romilly,  sir  T.  Turton,  and  Mr.  Ste 
phens,  joined  with  Mr.  Wynne,  in  his  re 
presentation  of  the  mischievous  effects  ths 
resulted  to  the  community  from  the  fr< 
quency  of  appointing  oaths  io  be  taken  i 
improper  cases,  ;  and  declared  their  cor 
viction  of  the  soundness  of  the  commo 
law  principlciL  which  prohibits  oaths  bein 
taken  by  persons  strongly  interested  in  th 
cause. — Lord  Castlereagh  agreed  that  th 
oath  should  be  left  out,  and  that  the  claus 
should  rem^un  with  the  provision  that 
declaration  to  the  same  purport  should  b 
sisrned  by  the  voluntieer,  with  a  penalty  < 
20/.  if  false. 

In  the  twenty  second  clause,  exemptin 
persons  who  shall  have  served  four  yeai 
in  the  local  militia  from  being  liable  t 
s^rve  therein  again  for  four  years  afte 
two  amendments  were  proposed.  On 
was,  that  instead  of  the  term  of  the  exemf 
tion  for  four  years,  the  exemption  shoul 
be  till  the  turn  came  by  rotation.  Tli 
other,  proposed  by  lord  Milton,  was,  th: 
one  who  served  four  years  in  the  loc: 
militia  should  be  for  two  years,  subsequei 
to  the  close  of  that  period,  exempt  froi 
the  regular  militia  ballot.  Both  %vei 
agreed  to. 

Upon  one  of  the  clauses,  lord  Milto 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  ofiicci 
commanding  in  the  local  militia  shoul 
have  the  same  qualification  in  point  < 
ptojperty^  with  officera  of  the  same  ran 
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in  the  regular  militia.  Lord  Castlereagh 
having  opposed  the  amendment^  the  com- 
mittee  divided  upon  it : 

Ayes  31  ;  Noes  107. — ^Majority  7(5. 
Lord  Temple  objected  to  the  clause  sub- 
jecting the  Local  Militia  to  martial  law« 
when  called  out  on  temporary  duty,  and 
proposed,  that  a  court  martial  should  have 
the  power  of  inflicting  upon  them  any 
punishment,  excepting  corporal  punish- 
ment, which  should  not  be  inflicted  upon 
Ihem  without  the  consent  of  his  majesty, 
conveyed  through  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county.  Lord  Castlereagh  contended, 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  have  one  law 
for  the  Regular,  and  another  law  for  the 
liocal  Militia.  Lord  Temple  afterwards 
moved  a  clause,  providing  that  no  sentence 
imposing  a  corporal  punishment  should  be 
carried  into  execution,  till  it  had  received 
the  approbation  of  his  majesty.  The  clause 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  C. 
W.  Wynne,  sir  G.  Warrender,  and  Mr. 
Lyttleton;  and  opposed  by  sir  James 
Pulteney,  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land, Mr.  Ellison,  and  Mr.  R.  Dundas. 
On  a  division,  the  numbers  were :  For  the 
Amendment  14;  against  it  ]01.-*-Majo- 
rity  against  the  Amendment  87.  Several 
verbal  amend  naents  were  made  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill  through  the  committee, 
llie  house  resumed,  and  the  Report  was 
brought  upx  with  an  understanding  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted  on  Friday 
next,  so  far  as  respects  the  new  clauses 
proposed  by  lord  Castlereagh. 

BOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tue9day,May  31. 

[Irish  Clergy  Residencb  Bill.]  Ontlie 
third  reading  of  this  bill,  an  amendment 
was  proposed  by  the  earl  of  ^loira,  to 
save  the  privileges  of  the  peers*  arch- 
bishops, and  bishops  of  Ireland,  with  res- 
pect uT  chaplains ;  which,  after  some  con- 
versation between  his  lordship,  lord 
Hawkesbory,  Harrowby,  and  Redesdale, 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  bishop  of  Limerick,  was  agreed  to 
with  a  slight  alteration ;  as  was  also  a 
clause  proposed  by  lord  Harrowby  to 
obtain  returns  with  respect  to  the  residence 
of  the  clergy,  after  a  few  observations 
from  the  archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  lords 
Redesdale  and  Hawkesbury.  The  bill  was 
then  passed.  ^ 

[Irish  Glebe  House  Bill.]  On  the 
report  of  the  Irish  glebe  house  bill  beinff 
presented^  the  duke  of  Norfolk  objected 
10  the  amendments  made  in  the  committee. 


on  the  ground  that  they  might  endaii£^ 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  m  the  other  hous 
Lord  Redesdale  thought  the  amendmen 
essential.  After  a  few  observations  Ito; 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  in  reply,  the  houj 
divided  on  the  question  for  agreeing  to  tfc 
amendments :  Contents  6 ;  Not-4:onteiits  t 
Majority  4. — ^The  bill  was  then  passed. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 


Tliesdqy,  May  SI. 

[Ba!(k  OF  Ireland  Bill.]     Mr.    Fasic 

{presented  a  bill  &r  regulating  and  pre 
oneing  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ire 
land,  and  for  enabling  the  governor  an< 
company  of  the  said  4)ank  to  advance  i 
loan  of  one  million  and  a  quarter  for  th< 
service  of  his  majesty. 

Sir  J.  Newport  complained  of  the  precis 
pitancy  with  which  this  bill  was  torcec 
upon  the  house.    It  was,  in  his  mind,  a 
measure  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
thus  harried  for\vard  ;  and,  for  one,  he 
had  strong  objections  to    it  altogether. 
First,  because  he  thought  it  was  founded 
on  the  worst  bargain  that  ever  was  made 
for  the  public,  namely,  a  loan  of  a  certain 
sum  o/ money  to  be  advanced  by  the  Irish 
bank  to  the  government  of  the  country,  at 
5  per  cent,  the  highest  rate  of  interest 
which  the  law  allowed  them  to  charge 
upon  discounts  on  any  tradesman's  bills 
in  \\m  country.    Secondly,  because,  as  the 
Finance  Committee  had  suggested  regu- 
lations with  respect  to  the  bank  of  England 
highly  advantageous  to  the  public,   he 
wished  them  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering    and   recommending   similar 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  bank  of 
Ireland,  before  the  charter  was  renewed 
or  prolonged.    Overtures  had  been  made 
to  nimsel!,  while  chancellor  of  the  Irish 
exchequer,  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter ; 
but  he  had  set  his  face  against  it,  and  the 
only  bonus  he  could  see  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  obtained  for  the  public  by 
this  bargain,  was,  that  the  bank  agreed  to 
forego  any  claims  they  might  have  had 
for  managing  the  public  debt ;  but  surely 
the  government  of  Ireland  was  not  at  so 
low  an  ebb  of  credit  as  not  to  be  able  to 
borrow  this  loan  of  so  large  a  sum,  <m  better 
terms  than  the  humblest  trader  paid  for 
discount  of  his  bills  at  their  counter. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that,  so  far  from  preci- 
pitating this  measure-  without  allowing 
time  to  consider  it,  the  documents  had  been 
on  the  table  of  the  -house  above  three 
weeks. — ^The  bill  was  read  the  Srst  time. 
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[Co?iDi7cT  OP  Sir  Home  Pophaw.] 
Mr.  &  Lushington  (member  for  Yar- 
mouth) rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — ^Be* 
fore  I  proceed,  sir»  to  state  the  grounds  of 
the  motion  which  1  shall  shortly  have  the 
honour  of  proposing  to  the  house.  1  wish 
in  a  few  words  to  call  t^  their  recollection, 
those  circumstances  which  originally  in- 
duced me  to  bring  this  transaction  to  their 
notice.  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  do  this, 
because  it  has  very  unfairly  been  said,  that 
I  made  a  personal  attack  on  the  hon.  cap- 
tain without  giving  him  any  notice  of  my 
intention  of  so  doing.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  house  that  an  hon. 
baronet  (sir  Francis  Burdett)  some  months 
since  made  a  motion  for  an  account  of  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty  without  any  previous 
notice,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche* 
quer  requested  him  to  postpone  it  to  the 
ioUowiag  day  for  the  purpose  of  having 
time  to  consider  of  it.  At  that  time  I  had 
not  the  honour  of  the  slightest  personal  ac* 
quaintance  with  the  hon.  baronet,  but  be* 
ing  apprehensivo  that  the  motion,  as  it  was 
then  worded,  would  not  attain  bis  object, 
I  followed  him  out  of  the  house,  and  sug-* 
gested  some  alterations,  which  might  com* 
prehend  the  Droits  to  the  Crown  as  well  as 
the  Admiralty  Droits,  as  the  former  much 
exceeded  the  latter  in  amount,  and  added, 
that  I  myself  knew  an  instance  of  gross 
misapplication  of  that  fond.  The  case  of 
the  Etrusco  occurred  to  me,  but  distrust- 
ing the  accuracy  of  my  memory,  I  went 
the  next  day  to  Doctor's  Commonsfor  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  my  recol- 
lection of  the  case  was  correct.  On  this 
head  I  was  soon  quite  satisfied.  Being 
unavoidably  delayed  till  rather  late,  on 
my  entrance  into  the  house,  I  found  the 
hon.  baronet  on  his  less  making  his  mo- 
lion.  I  immediately  inquired  of  a  noble 
lord  (OssuUton)  and  an  hon.  gent,  near 
me  (Mr.  Brand),  if  sir  Home  Popham  was 
in  tne  house,  as  I  did  not  know  him  by 
sight.  Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
I  determined  to  state  the  case^  if  any  ob- 
jection should  be  made  to  the  hon.  baronet's 
motion.  To  my  great  surprize  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  positively  asserted 
that  no  instance  of  the  misapplication  of 
these  foiids  had  e^er  taken  place.  In  re- 
dly to  this  statement,  I  mentioned  the 
leading  features  of  the  case  of  the  Etrusco ; 
and,  sir,  I  shall  ever  consider  it  my  duty 
I^Biake  known  to  this  house  every  misap- 
plication of  public  money,  which  may 
eome  within  my  knowledge ;  and  in  this 
inMnco  I  was  Mom  partioulariy  called 

Yot.  XI. 


upon  bv  the  assertion  of  the  right  hoij 
gent. — It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  t\ 
go  into  any  long  discussion  as  to  the  illel 
gality  of  the  trade  in  which  the  hon.  cap) 
tain  was  engaged,  or  to  dwell  upon  the 
circqpistances,  which  induced  the  legisla- 
ture  to  enact  such  strong  provisions  againsi 
any  British  subject  engagin&r  in  a  trade  t< 
the  East  Indies  without  the  licence  of  th^ 
East  India  company.  It  will  be  sufficieni 
to  observe,  that  one  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects they  had  in  view,  was  to  protect  the 
East  India  company  against  the  traffic 
which  was  carried  on  from  Ostend,  a  port 
which  possessed  singular  advantages  fot 
this  commerce,  because  no  duties  were 
payable  either  inwards  or  outwards.  Thd 
law  therefore  not  only  prohibited  British 
subjects  firom  trading  themselves,  but 
also  firom  lending  money  to  any  foreigners 
whatever  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it 
on.  I  say,  sir,  that  when  the  legisla- 
ture made  these  enactments  they  had 
Ostend  particularly  in  view. — It  may 
perhaps,  sir,  be  said,  that  I  am  reviving  a 
transaction  antiquated  from  the  length  of 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  its'  com- 
mencement. It  is  true  that  the  origin  of 
the  transaction  is  old,  but  the  end  of  it  is 
recent;  the  grant  was  made  in  1805,  and 
though  the  hon.  captain  has  received 
18,000/.  out  of  the  proceeds,  admiral  Ro- 
binson has  not  yet  been  reimbursed  his 
expences.  Ly  1787,  the  hon.  captain,  then 
a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  applied  to  the 
Admiralty  for  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  was  at  first  refosed  on  the 
ground  that  the  Admiralty  could  not  give 
him  leave  to  go  to  the.East  Indies  without 
consent  of  the  East  India  Company.  These 
letters  are  so  short,  and  so  clearly  explain 
the  origin  of  this  transaction,  and  prove 
the  hon.  captain's  knowledge  of  its  illega^ 
lity,  that  I  shall  read  them  to  the  house.— 
Copv  of  a  letter  fix>m  lieutenant  Home 
Popham  to  Philip  Stephens,  esq.  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty:    *  Dover-street,  Feb 

*  12, 1787 .-'--^Sir ;  Having  had  the  perinis. 
'  sion  of  loixi  Howe  to  apply  forieave  o| 

*  absence  to  go  to  the  Eaist  Indies  to  follow 
'  my  private  affairs,  I  beg  yon  will  do  mt 
'  the  favour  to  move  their  lordships  tc 
'  grant  me  two  years  leave  of  absence  foi 

*  thai  purpose  firom  the  date  hereof. 

*  have,  &c.  Homb  Popham.' — Copy  of  j 
letter  froq^  P.  Stephens,  esq.  to  lieutenan 
Home  Popham.—-'  Admiralty-office,^  I9tl 
'  February,  1787. — Sir;  In  return  loyoui 
'  letter  of  the  1 6th  inst.  requestincr  tw< 
'  years  leave  tO'  go  to  Uie  East  Indies  (i 
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^  transact  some  private  afi&irs,  I  am  com- 
^  manded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of 
^  the  admiralty  to  acquaiiyt  yon,  that  they 

*  camiot  give  you  leave  to  go  into  any  of 
«  the  East  India  Company's  settlements 
'without  your  first  ontaining  theApom- 
*'  pany's  permission  to  go  thither,     i  am, 

<  &c.  P.  SxEPHENs.'-T^'opy  of  a  letter  from 
P.  Stephens,  esq.  to  Heat.  Home  Pbpham : 

<  Admiralty -ofl&ce,  22nd  Feb.  l787;-^ir; 

<  Having  cooimunicated  to  my  lords  com* 

<  missioners  of  the  admiralty  your  letter. 
^  of  the  20th  inst.  *  informing  them,  that 

*  you  have  no  intention  to  go  to  any  of 
'  the  East  India  company's  settlements, 

*  your  private  affairs  requiring  you  at  the 
*■  JDanish  settlement  of  Fredertcknagore,  and 
'  requesting  two.  years-  leave  of  absence 

*  for*  that  purpose  ;  I  am  commanded  by 

*  their  lordships,  to  acquaint  you  that  they 
'dp  npA  think  fit  to  give  leave  to  any  oti- 
'G^l^S.oa  halfipay  to  go  tQ.the  East  Indies, 
'^unless  they  are  employed  in  the  service 
'  of -the  East  India  company.     I.  am,  &c. 

*  Philif  Stephens.' — ^Copyof  a  letter  from 
p.  Stephens,  esq.  to  lieut.  Popham  :  '  Ad- 

*  miralty-office,  28th  March,  1787  .— *Sir; 
'  Haying  read  to  my  lords  commissioners 

*  of  the  Admimlty  your  letter  of  f  yester- 
<><dayVdate,  desiring  youmay  be  indulged 
'•  with  two  years,  leave  to.  re&ide  m  the 

*  Banish  settlement  of  Fredericknagore,  in 
'  thQ  East  ladies,  on  your  private  awaits, 
'  upon  your  relinquishang  your  half-pay 

*  till  you  return  to  England ;  I  am  to  ao<- 

<  quamt  you  that  their  lordships  are  pleased 

<  to  give  you  two  years  leave  for  that  pur- 

<  pose  upon  your  relinquishing  your  half- 
«  pay  accordingly.    I  am,  &c.    P.  Ste- 

*  peiEN$/ — One  .would  have  supposed, -sir, 
that  even  a  less- observing  man  than  the 
h^n,  captain,  who  ia  by  no  means  deficient 
Jin  penetration,  would. have  suspected  that 
all  this,  caution  oi^  the  part  of  the  Admi- 
ralty* was  not  entirely  without  cause.  One 
V?Quld  bav«  thought  that  it  must  have 
occurred  to  him,  that  there  was  some- 
thing illegal,  something  not  quite  correct 
in  Ibe  traffic,  in  which  he  proposed  to  en- 
gage* But  I  have  no  occasion  to  have 
i:ecourse  to  reasoning  or  supposition;  I 
will  prove  that  the  hon.  captain  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  illegality  of  this  trade, 
thcJUgh  he  has  thought  proper  in  his  Me^; 


^if 


^  Here  there  is  a  memorandum  in  the 
papers  that  this  letter  from  lieut.  Popham 
pould  not  be  found  in  the'  Admiralty. 

.f  Here  is  a  memorandum  that  this  let<- 


morial  to  assert  his  ignorance  of  it.  The 
hon.  captain^  having  obtained  this  leave, 
immediately  went  to  Ostend,  where  he 
entered  into  a  commercial  connection  with 
the  bouse  of  Charnock  and  Co.  a  house  of 
all  others  the  most  notorious  for  smuggling 
and  illicit  trade.  It  was  this  house  that 
used  to  fit  out  cutters,  which  cqntended 
even  with  British  vessels,  and  it  is  recol- 
lected in  the  navy  how  obstinately*  the 
British  Lion,  a  cutter  fitted  out  by  Messrs. 
€harnock,  defended  herself  against  the 
Hyaena,  commanded  by  admiral,  then 
captain  Thomborough.  From  this- port  of 
Ostend j  the  hon.  captain  sailed  in  the 
Ville  de  Vieniie,  a  vessel  of  from  'VOO  to 
500  tons  burthen,  under  Imperial  colours ; 
and  would  it  be  believed  went  first  to 
Bombay,  and'  afterwards  to  almost  every 
other  settlement  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, though  his  Ijeave  of  absence  was  ob- 
tained to  rendc  at  Fredericknagore.  In 
1769  we  find  him  at  Calcutta,  engaged 
in  illicit  traffic :  of  this  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  because  the  record  from  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  is  on  the  table,  alid  the 
honw  captain  has  actually  pleaded  the  il- 
legality of  the  trade  to  prevent  paying  a 
debt  contracted  there ;  so  far  therisfore  he 
has  acknowledged  himself  guilty^  In  1790, 
a  second  voyage  in  the  same  ship  was  met 
ditated,  and  on  this  voyage  be  sailed  With- 
out asking  any  leave  of  the  Admiralty  at 
all.  The  precautions  used  on  this  occa« 
sion  will  prove  past  dcmbt  his  knowledge 
of  the  illegality  of  the  trade.  In  the  first 
place  the  character  of  the  vessel  was 
changed  from  Imperial  to  Tuscan,  and  the 
manner  in  which  this  was  done  is  not  be 
passed  by.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the 
100th  page  of  the  papers,  they  will  see  a 
most  curious  agreement  between  Messrs: 
Valle  and  Borgbini,  of  Leghorn,  and  sir 
Home  Popham :  'By  this  present,  though 
private  charier  party,  which  the  parties 
agree  to  be  of  full  force  and  vigouf,  as  ai^ 
agreement  made  by  a  Notary  Public  in 
due  form,  it  is  agreed  to  procure  papers 
which  Mr.  Popham  will  make  use  to 
coever  a  ship  to  undertake  the  voyage  to 
the  East  Indies  and  back  to  Leghorn.^ 
Again,  '  Notwithstanding  the  said  ship  is 
to  be  navigated  in  appearance,  on  ac- 
count of  the  said  Valle  and  Borghini,  it 
is  however  covenanted  and  agreed,  that 
every  profit,  loss  and  event  of  the  said 
ship,  her  navigation,  fr<eight,  &;c.  is  and 
shall  be  on  account  and  risk  of  the  said 
Mr.  Popham.'  And  in  page  101,  *  Mr. 
Hornb^ck>  who  i^  to  be  deputed  as  be4 
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'  fore-mentioned  procurator  to  the  said 
'  effects  of  Messrs.  Valle  and  Borghini, 
*  shall  sign  the  present  agreement,  in  vir- 
'  tue  whereof  shall  guarantee  them  from 
'  every  exception,  which  might  be  pro- 
'  moled  from  Mr.  Popham  against  this 
^  declaration  of  bond  fide'    For  these  false 
and  fictitious  papers  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  upon  the  estimated  value  of  the  ship 
(5000/.)  was  paid ;  yet  after  all  this,  after 
these  false  documents,  so  procured^  after 
neglecting  to  renew  his  application  to  the 
Admiraltv  for  leave  of  absence,  sir  Home 
Popham  has  stated  in  his  Memorial  to  the 
Treasury,  that  he  believed  the  trade  to  be 
innocent  and  legal.    In  June  1790,  then, 
the  honourable  captain  t<^iled ;    in  what 
character  it  is  difficult  to  discover,  for  in 
some  of  the  papers  he  is  designated  as 
captain,  in  others  as  supercargo;  but  in 
fact  he  had  the  real  command  of  the  con- 
cern.   I  shall  here,  sir,  mention  a  circum- 
tance,  not  with  a  view  to  accusation^  or 
making  it  a  charge,  but  because  it  has 
been  frequently  insinuated,  and  generally 
circulated  out  of  doors,  I  shall  therefore 
give  the  hoii.  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  it.     It  appears  by  the  Bill  of 
Lading  that  on  board  this  vessel  there 
were  shipped  40  cast  iron  guns^  and  some 
cases  of  small  arms,  but  it  no  where  ap- 
pears how  they  were  disposed  of;  and  it 
nas  been  said  ttiey  were  sold  to  the  native 
powers,  some  of  whom  were  at  that  period 
engaged  in  hostility  with  us.     I  repeat, 
sir,  that  I  have  no  proof  of  this,  but  the 
hbn.  captain  may  clear  up  every  suspicion 
by  giving  an  account  how  these  military 
stores  were  disposed  of. — ^After  a  voyage, 
in  which  he  touched  at  several  ports  in  the 
East  Indies,  but  which  it  is  not  material 
to  trace,  we  find  him  at  Calcutta  setting 
out  on  a  voyage  for  Bombay,  in  which  he 
was  prevented,  by  his  own  aqcount  in  his 
affidavit,  by  distress  of  weather ;  but  it 
appears  by  a  letter  amonest  the  papers, 
that  he  haa  quarrelled  with  his  master  of 
the  colours,  who  threatened  to  bring  an 
information  against  him  for  bringing  x)ut 
British  property  in  a  foreien  vessel ;  that 
he  sailed  without  any  ship's  papers,  or 
documents  to  insure  his  admission  into  any 
port,  where  there  was  a  regular  custom- 
house ;  and  that  had  he  gone  to  Bombay 
his  vessel  must  inevitably  have  been  seized ; 
all  pretty  good  proofs  that  he  was  aware 
the  traffic  he  was  carrying  on  was  illicit. 
From  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,  the 
^Kkn.  captain  proceeded  to  Calcutta,  where 
la  his  vessel  of  500  tons,  and  pur- 


chased a  ship  calle'd  the  Si*eKident  Wash 
ington,  of  950  tons*,. which  he  immediateli 
christened  by  the  name  of  his  old  ship  th 
Etrusco,  and  without  any  scruple  or  re 
morse  transferred  the  papers  of  the  smalle 
vessel  to  this  nearly. double  its  size.     Th< 
mode  of  purchase  too  should  not  pass  bj 
entirely  unnoticed.   It  was  ^old  by  Messrs 
T.  and  W.  Francis  to  one  Giacomo  Pons 
and  by  him  transferred  to  Giorgt.  by  an  in 
dorsement  on  the  bill  of  sale ;  but,  strangi 
to  say,  the  indorsement  does  not  bear  daU 
till  the  2ith  of  November   1792;    thii 
Giorgi  signs  himself  in  the  charter-tpart} 
of  freight  with  Mr.  De  Constant)  mastei 
and  owner  on  the  5th  of  November  pre- 
ceding.   The  hoii.  captain,  indeed,  in  his 
affidavit^  accounts  for  these  extraordinary 
transfers  by  stating  that  it  was  done  foi 
greater  caution :    for  what  purpose  this 
greater  caution  was  used  I  leave  the  hous< 
tp  Judge.      Irving  reached  Canton,  an 
affreement  was  thei^  entered  into  begin-* 
nmg  thus :  '  It  is  agreed  .between  Home 
'  Popham,  owner  of  the  L'Etrusco,  Tuscan 
'  ship,  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  Dc 
*  Constant  and  Jean  Baptiste  Piron,  super- 
'  cargoes  of  the  French  East  India  Com* 
'  pany,   at  Canton,   on  the  other  part.' 
There  are  several  other  parts  of  this  agree- 
ment  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  te 
before  I  sit  down,  but  at  present  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  observe,  that  a  large  cargo  was 
taken  in  in  consequence,  and  also  a  con« 
siderable  quantity  of  goods  on  the  hoa* 
captain's  own  account.    The  vessel  then 
set  sail  for  Europe,  and  in  the  Cove  oi 
Cork  was  .taken   by  his   majesty's  ship 
the  Diadem,  eapt.  Sutherland,  and  after- 
wards released  by  him,  on  the  assurance 
of  sir  Home  Popham  that  the  property  on 
board  was  all  neutral,  and  that  he  himself 
had  no  share  either  in  the  ship  or  cargo. 
I  state  this  fact,  sir,  on  the  authority  oi 
lieut.    Cranford,  who  then   served  as  a 
lieutenant  on  board  the  Diadem,  and  if  it 
is  disputed  I  am  ready  to  call  him  to  the 
bar  to  prove  it.    Indeed  it  is  corrobated 
by  the  evidence  of  William  Banens,  who 
states  that  the  ship  was  troubled  three 
times  before  she  was  seized  by  capt.  Ro- 
binson, once  by  the  Diadem  ship  of  war 
at  the  Cove  of  Cork.      On  the  voyagi 
from  Cork  to  Ostend  some   goods  wen 
smuggled  on  shore  near  Hastings,  with  th< 
knowledge  and  by  the  order  of  sir  Hom< 
Popham.    This  fact  is  proved  by  the  evi 
dence  of  several  witnesses,  but  the  testi 
mony  of  the  last  is  conclusive.    Gilber 
Bric^  then  first  mate  of  the .  Etrusco,  %m 
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who  has  since  been  in  his  majesty's  naval ' 
service  as  a  lieutenant,  states  '  that  about 
'  four  chests  of  tea  were  delivered  out  of 
'  the  ship,  while  in  the  English  Channel, 
'  and  before  she  arrived  off  Calais ;  that 
'  the  said  goods  were  so  delivered  by  order 
^  of  Mr.  Popham,  and  took  place  about 
'12  o'clock  at  night'  Several  other  wit- 
nesses depose  to  the  same  fact,  and  ako 
that  4  or  5  boats  were  round  l^e  ship  at 
the  time.  I  will  also  tell  the  hon.  offi- 
cer who  were  his  companions  in  that 
transaction.  He  will  perhaps  recollect 
the  name  of  Mr.  Wenham,'  whose  la- 
ther was  partner  with  Mr.  Chamock,  and 
lived  at  Hastings. — ^There  are  others  also 
whom  if  necessary  1  can  produce  to  verify 
this  statement,  and.  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  appears  by  the  papers.  The 
Etrusco  was.  afterwar,ds  captured  by  the 
Brilliant  frigate,  capt.  Kobinson,  and 
brought  tp  the  river  Tham^.  There  was 
a  suit  commenced  in  the  Admiralty  Court, 
and  a  variety  of  proceedings,  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  enumerate  to  the  house, 
look  place.  Amongst  other  claims  there 
viras  one  prefen^ed  by  the  hon.  capt.  for 
the  ship  and  c^rso,  supported  by  a  most 
extraordinary  affidavit,  to  which  I  shall 
have  occasion  presently  to  advert ;  re- 
narking  only  in  the*  first  place,  that  he 
had  hot  appeared  to  be  examined,  which 
is  usual  in  such  cases,  though  a  compulsory 
process  was  issued  against  him.  The  ex>- 
cuse  of  employment  abroad  cannot  be 
pleaded,  because  it  appears  by  his  affida- 
vit, that  he  was  in  London  in  August  17Q3. 
Ip  this  affidavit  the  hon.  capt.  described 
himself  as  formerly  of  Ostend,  merchant, 
but  now  an  officer  in  the  navy  :  /  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  gone  to  the  East  In- 
dies and  carried  on  trade  there,  though  the 
leave  had  been  obtained  expressly  with  a 
view  to  his  residing  at  the  Danish  settle- 
met  of  Frederic  knagoi^e.  It  was  further 
stated  that  he  had  been  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy with  lord  Cornwallis,  and  Mr.  Stuart 
who  acted  as  governor  in  the  absence  of 
lord  Cornwallis ;  that  he  dined  with  Uiem ; 
and  thence  he  inferred  that  they  knew 
of  the  illicit  traffic  he  was  carrying  on,  and 
connived  at  it.  But  I  must  intreat  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  concluding  part 
of  the  affidavit;  after  claiming  the  ship 
and  the  whole,  or  at  least  one  third  of  cer- 
tain goods,  it  proceeds  to  say,  'that no 
'  person  or  persons  being  subjects  of 
'  France,  Spain,  or  the  united  provinces, 
'  or  inhabiting  within  any  of  those  terri- 
'  Sories,  their  factors  or  agents,  or  any  <Hher 


enemies  of  the  crown  of  6.  Britain,  liave» 
hath,  or  had  directly  or  indirect^  any 
right,  title  or  interest  in  or  to  the  said 
ship  and  goods  or  any  part  thereof  at  the 
^d  several  periods  of  time  (viz.  at  the 
time  of  lading  and  the  time  oif  capture) 
nor  will  have  until  the  same  shall  be  sold 
or  disposed  of,  for  the  sole  account  and 
benefit  of  this  deponent.^  Now,  sir,  what 
is  the  agreement  made  at  Canton,  how  does 
it  agree  with  this  declaration  on  oath  ?  Sir, 
it  begins  thus :  '  It  is  agreed  between  Home 
Popham,  ownei*  of  the  L'Etrosco,  Tuscan 
ship,  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  de  Con- 
stant, and  Jean  Baptbte  Piron,  super-car- 
goes of  the  French  East  India  Company 
at  Canton,  on  the  other  part,  that  a  joint 
concern  shall  take  place.'  Again, '  they 
do  farther  agree  that  all  profit  or  loss  upon 
the  said  expedition  is  to  be  borne  <Hr  suf- 
fered share  and  share  alike  between  the 
said  Home  Popham,  Charles  de  Constant 
atid  Jean  Baptiste  Piron/     Sir,  this  re- 

?|uires  no  comment }  it  is  too  glaring.^- 
n  1797,  the  vessel  was  condemned  in  the 
court  below  as  prize  to  the  king,  together 
with  the  cargo ;  from  this  sentence  there 
was  an  appeal ;  and  five  years  afterwards 
the  loi'ds  commissioners  reversed  the  de- 
cree as  to  Mr.  Constant's  share,  which 
they  restored,  condemned  Mr.  Piron's  as 
prize  to  the  captors,  being  French  pro- 
perty, and  the  ship  and  that  part  of  the 
cargo  claimed  by  sir  Home  Popham  they 
determined  to  be  prize  to  the  king  as  the 
property  of  a  British  subject  engaged  in 
illicit  traffic.  After  this  sentence  several 
memorials  were  presented  to  the  treasury, 
and  amongst  others  one  by  sir  Home 
Popham.  This  memorial  stated,  that  the 
vessel  had  been  condemned  on  accoimt  of 
the  illegality  of  the  traffic,  of  which  he,  sir 
Home  Popham,  was  not  aware  when  he 
engaged  in  it,  but  that  he  believed  it  to  be 
innocent  and  legal ;'  that  he  was  well 
known  to  lord  Cornwallis  and  received  at 
his  table;  and  that  he  was  in  habits  of 
intimacv  with  Mr.  Stuart,  who  acted  as 
governor  in  lord  Cornwallis's  absence ;  that 
the  trade  was  carried  on  with  the  know- 
ledge and  under  the  apparent  sanction  of 
the  servants  of  the  Company. — Of  the  tes- 
timony of  that  revered  nobleman  here 
alluded  to,  we  are  deprived  by  his  much 
to  be  lamented  death  ;  but,  sir,  I  cannot 
without  indignation  see' his  name  aspersed. 
[Here  Mr.  Lushington  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Dent,  but  desired  by  the  Speaker  to 
proceed.]  Amongst  all  the  great  and 
eminent  qualities  which  adorntea  his  cha^ 
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racter,  none  w^re  more  conspicaous  than 
his  spotless  and  unblemished  integrity. 
Sir»  had  the  marquis  Cornwallis  had  the 
inclination,  he  had  not  the  power  to  sanc- 
tion this  trside.  The  king  himself  cannot 
dispense  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
who  will  say,  that  any  inferior  authority 
shall  possess  that  power.  But,  sir,  I  leave 
the  question  to  the  house,  which  shall  have 
the  greater  weight,  the  assertion  of  the 
hon.  capt.  afler  the  facts  I  have  proved^ 
after  his  statements  in  his  affidavit,  or  the 
character  of  marquis  Cornwallis  ?  If,  how- 
ever, sir,  we  cannot  have  the  testimony 
of  marquis  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Stuart  is  still 
alive.  He  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with 
the  hon.  capt.:  he  no  doubt  will  come 
forward  and  corroborate  all  his  assertions : 
he  will  vindicate  the  character  of  sir  Home 
Popham,  and  clearly  prove  the  sanction 
of  the  servants  of  the  Company  to  this 
trade.  I  have  the  honour  of  some  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Stuart,  and  with  the 
leave  of  the  house  will  read  a  letter,  which 
I  received  from  him  in  answer  to  my  in- 
quiries on  this  head,  which  I  accompanied 
with  a  copy  of  the  papers  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  house  — '  My  dear  sir,  I 
'  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of 

*  the  20th.  Sir  Home  Popham  and  hissup- 
'  porters,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  able  to 
'  establish  some  better  grounds  of  defence 
'  than  that  the  acts  of  mere  civility  to  him 
'  as  a  stranger  are  to  be  perverted  into  an 
'  '  apparent  sanction'  of  an  illegal  traffic ! 
'  I  knew  capt.  Popham  in  India  merely  as  a 
'.naval  officer  who  not  chusing  to  be  idle 
'  in  the  time  of  peace  hud  obtained  per- 
<  mission  from  the  Admiralty  to  sail  to  In- 

*  dia,  with  a  view,  it  was  understood,  of  im- 
'  proving  himself  in  his  profession.  I  know 
'  that  he  commanded  the  ship  Etrusco, 
'which  sailed  under  Imnerial  colours, 
'  and  from  his  having  maae  some  useful 
'  surveys  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  the 

*  Ganges,  it  is  very  probable  that  I  did* 
'  sometimes  invite  him  to  dine  with  me; 

*  but  I  cannot  boast  of  any  intimacy  ever 
'  having  subsisted  between  us ;  and  as  to 
'  his  commercial  concerns,  I  know  nothing 
'  at  all  of  them.  There  is  no  occasion, 
'  my  dear  sir,  for  any  apology  ;  for  as  1 
'  am  not  conscious  of  having  given  any 
'sanction  to  illegal  traffic  in  India  by  the 
'  civilities  shewn  to  capt.  Popham,  I  cannot 
'suppose  that  he  or  his  friends  will  at- 

*  tempt  to  rest  his  defence  upon  so  baseless 
'  a  structure.  I  remain  vours,  &c.  Charles 
'  Stuart.' — Now,  sir,  I  will  undertake  to 
prevej  that  though  t^t  hon.  capt.  has  as- 


serted that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  illega- 
lity of  the  trade  in  wnich  he  was  engaged, 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  violating 
any  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  that 
on  the  contrary  he  believed  tne  traffic  to 
foe  innocent  and  legal ;  I  will  undertake  to 
prove,  if  indeed  the  house  is  not  convinced 
already,  by  documents  upon  the  table, 
that  he  knew,  past  all  possibility  of 
doubt,  that  all  his  proceedings  were  con^ 
trary  to  law.  I  will  say  nothing  of  bis 
procuring  ship's  papers  which  were  all 
talse  and  fictitious  of  the  bill  of  sale  of 
the  ship  being  made  out  in  the  names  of 
other  persons,  as  stated  in  his  affidavit,  for 
greater  caution  ;  of  the  bill  of  lading  be- 
ing signed  by  Giorgi  ascaptaiin  and  owner 
of  the  ship:  I  will  pass  by  these  collateral 
proofs,  though  pretty  convincing,  and  re- 
quest the  attention  of  the  house  to  some  of 
the  letters  contained  in  the  documents,  and 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  hon.  capt 
In  letters  bearing  date,  and  in  the  common 
course  of  things  received  antecedent  to  the 
last  voyage,  tne  fact  will  clearly  appear. 
Mr.  Wm.  Popham  writes,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  sir  Home,  '  Your  ship  will  be 
'  particularly  marked  ;'  ^g^in^  '  J^o  in- 
'  burance  can  be  made.'   '  Tl)e  renewal  of 

*  your  time  must  not  be  for  India,  as  they 

*  will  require  a  certificate  from  the  India 
'  house,  that  you  have  their  permission  to 
'  proceed  thither ;  you  may  make  it  for 
'  Afi-ica,  or  the  West  Indies  and  America.' 
Another  letter  informs  him,  '  That  ihe 
'  laws  of  this  country  are  very  full  for  the 
'  support  of  the  India  Company  against 
'  British  subjects  adventuring  to  that  quar- 
'  ter.'  There  are  several  other  pa-isages 
of  the  same  nature ;  but  Mr.  PenJergast 
speaks  in  very  plain  language.     He  says, 

*  Do  not  be  ofiended  at  my  proposing  ilii- 

*  cit  commerce  to  you.'  Ihus,  sir,  the 
house  will  uerceive  that  the  hon.  capt.  was 
forewaruea  of  the  illegality  of  the  trade, 
of  which  illegal  conduct  he  was  afterwards 
proved  guilty  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  yet 
he  has  the  effi-ontery  in  his  memorial .  to 
declare,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  innocent 
and  legal.  Am  I  not  justified  then  in  say* 
ing  that  this  was  a  gross  imposition  upon 
the  lords  of  the  treasury  ?  There  are  other 
parts  of  this  memorial  deserving  observa- 
tion, as  that  the  freight,  amounting  to 
27«00O/.  (though  the  ship  only  cost 
20,000/,)  might  have  been  receivecf  at  Can« 
ton,  though  there  is  an  express  clause  in 
the  agreement,  that  it  should  not  be  paid 
till  aher  the  sale  of  the  cargo  in  Europe  i 
but  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  convince 
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'  the  house  that  there  was  nothing  in  this 
memorial  to  justify  the  grant. — I  roust  now 
advert  to  the  extreme  hardship  of  admiral 
Robinson's  case,  who  was  the  captor  of 
this  ship,  which  was  detained  and  prose- 
cuted under  the  directions  and  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  ablest  counsellors  in  the  pro- 
fession. Admiral  Robiivon  ^as  not  yet 
received  his  expences,  though  his  share 
has  been  restored  to  the  neutral  claimant, 
Mr.  Constant;  and  sir  Home  Popham  has 
already  received  1 8,000/.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  fmd  any  fault  with  the  judicial 
decision;  indeed  it  would  be  great  pre- 
sumption were  I  to  do  so ;  but  there  is  a 
circumstance  which  considerably  aggra- 
vates the  hardship  of  this  case.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  in  1793  there 
were  two  instances  in  which  vessels  em- 
ployed in  this  trade  were  proceeded  against 
in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  the  Eliza  and 
the  Enterprize,  and  they  were  both  con- 
demned to  the  captors,  who  consequently 
received  the  whole  benefit  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  ship  and  cargo.  Admiral  Robinson 
bad  therefore  two  recent  precedents  in  his 
favour,  and  must  naturally  have  expected 
that  he  and  his  ship's  company  would  have 
received  the  same  advantage. — The  lords 
commissioners  of  appeals  however  reversed 
the  course  of  all  former  decisions  on  this 
point,  and  after  taking  five  years  to  deli- 
berate, pronounced  the  ship  and  cargo  to 
be  lawful  prize  to  the  king,  and  not  to  the 
captors.  By  this  decision  admiral  Robin- 
son was  deprived  of  .all  legal  title  and  of 
all  benefit  except  what  he  might  receive 
from  the  bounty  of  the  crown.  He  ac- 
cordingly sent  in  a  memorial  to  the  trea-^ 
sury  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  ship's 
crew;  and  amongst  other  circumstances 
stated  the  very  great  expence  he  had  been 
at  in  bringing  the  ship  to  condemnation; 
indeed  so  large  were  these  expences  that 
had  the  ship  not  been  condemned,  admiral 
Robinson  must  inevitably  have  been  ruin- 
ed. However,  notwithstanding  all  these 
circumstances,  the  treasury  thoughtproper 
to  grant  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
ship  and  cargo,  which  had  been  condemn- 
ed as  employed  >in  illicit  trade,  saddled 
with  only  part  of  the  expences  of  the  cap- 
tors, to  sir  Home  Popham,  who  had  been 

y  detected  in  the  prosecution  of  it.  It  is  to 
diis  grant,  sir,  that  1  object,  as  being  an 
act  of  injustice,  contrary  to  all  custom  and 
precedent,  and  productive  of  the  most  mis- 
chievous consequences,  t  am  not  inclin- 
ed to  attribute  corrupt  motives  to  the  ad- 
visers of  it;    I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 


that  question,  because  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt),  who  must  be  considered  as 
chiefly  responsible,  is  now  no  more  :  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that,  the  grant  may  have 
been  made  *  without  due  consideration, 
without  knpwledge  of  the  circimistances ; 
that  the  Treasury  were  deceived  by  the 
false  statements  in  the  hon.  captain's  me- 
morial ;  but  I  do  contend  that  it  is  an  im- 
proper application  of  public  money,  and 
in  no  respect  to  be  justified.  It  is  not  to 
be  justified  by  the  report  of  the  king's 
Proctor  (which  is  in  tact  the  king's  Ad- 
vocate}, because  that  report  is  precisely 
the  same  both  on  the  memorial  of  sir  n . 
Popham  and  admiral  Robinson;  it  ex- 
presses no  opinion,  but  declares  that  it  is 
a  matter  entirely^  at  the  discretion  of  his 
majesty's  government :  so  that  the  Trea- 
sury would  have  been  equally  justified,  as 
far  as  that  report  can  justify^,  in  giving  the 
proceeds  to  admiral  Robinson.  The  re- 
port indeed  states,  that  the  capture  was 
attended  with  no  great  exertion  of  courage 
or  risk,  but  that  considering  the  length 
of  the  litigation  and  danger  which  admiral 
Robinson  incurred  of  being  ruined  if  the 
suit  did  not  succeed,  his  expences  ought 
to  be  paid.  But,  sir,  let  us  see  what 
has  been  the  custom  in  these  cases,  aod 
whether  it  has  been  usual  to  grant  some 
share  of  the  proceeds  condemned  to .  the 
king  as  Droits  to  the  Crown,  only  to  cap- 
tors, who  have  undergone  great  danger 
and  displayed  great  exertions  of  valour  in 
the  capture.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  whatever  of  any  vessel  having 
been  condemned  to  the  king  jure  corona, 
in  which  some  part  of  th^  proceeds  have 
not  been  granted  to  the  captors.  It  has 
been  the  invariable  rule  to  grant  a  part : 
the  EtiHisco  is  the  only  exception.  The 
proportion,  indeed,  has  differed;  some- 
times two-thirds,  sometimes  one-half,  but 
never  less,  except  when  specie  was  found 
on  board,  in  which  case  one-fourth  has 
been  given.  But  a  few  months  ago  a 
Russian  frigate  was  captured  in  Ports- 
mouth harbour,  where  there  was  not  the 
smallest  probability  of  danger,  not  the 
slightest  risk  incurred  ;  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  part  of  which  was  specie,  was  esti- 
mated at  200,000/.  and  being  condemned, 
to  the  king  jure  corona,  one-fourth  of  the 
specie  was  given,  and  certainly  one-half, 
if  .not  two-thirds  of  all  the  other  proceeds. 
The  danger  which  was  incurred,  therefore, 
has  never  been  made  the  criterion  by 
which  to  distribute  or  not  to  distribute. — > 
What  peculiar  circumstances  are  there 
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then  to  justify,  the  departure  from  pre- 
cedent in  the  present  case  ?  What  demerit 
had  admifal  Bobinson  ?  what  merit  had 
sir  Home  Popham?   Admiral  Robinson 
was  an  old  and  experienced  officer,  who 
had  served  his  country  40  years  with  zeal 
and  activity.    His  iatber  too  had  been  an 
admiral  in  the  service,  and  had,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  lost  a  limb,  when  he  com- 
manded the  Shrewsbury  in  an  engagement 
off  the  Chesapeak.    When  the  Etrusco 
was  seized  at  Ostend,  admiral  Robinson 
was  offered  40,000^.  to  release  her.   [Here 
sir  Home  Popham  observed,  that  he  did 
not  believe  it.1     Sir;  admiral  Robinson  is 
in  town ;  I  will  call  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
house  to  prove  the  fact,  and  leave  it  to 
the  house  to  judge,  who  is  most  worthy  of 
credit.    In  additipn  to  his  long  services, 
admiral  Robinson  had  to  plead  the  length 
of  the  trial,  which  lasted  ten  years,  the 
expence  he  had  been  at,  and  the  risk  of 
ruin  which  he  saw  had  not  the  suit  suc- 
ceeded.   All  his  fatigue  and  anxiety  of 
mind   has  been    considered    as  nothing 
worth. — Sir  Home  Popham  had  no  naval 
services  to  plead:  nor  will  the  pretence 
of  the  Company  having  apparently  sanc- 
tioned his  trade  avail  him.    I  have  proved 
that  the  Company's  servants  in  India  did 
not  sanction  it.  At  home  when  informed  of 
the  capture  of  the  vessel  by  adm.  Robinson, 
the  court  of  directors,  by  their  secretary, 
expressed  their  anxious  desire  to  prevent 
illicit  trade,  and  declined  joining  in  the 
prosecution  only  because  the  case  was  so 
wrapped  up  in  obscurity,  that  there  did 
not  appear  sufficient  proof  to  insure  a  con- 
demnation.   Had  they  proceeded  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  ship  and 
double  itff  value  would  have  been  the  for- 
feiture.   The  consequences  of  grants  of 
this  nature  are  most  pernicious ;  it  is  not 
only  a  waste  of  public  money,  but  detri- 
mental to  the  naval  service.    What  hope 
has.an  officer  but  the  uncertain  chance  of 
prize  money  in  the  navy,  of  acquiring  a 
small  property  to  enable  him  to  pass  the 
latter  end  of  his  days  in  comfort  and  com-r 
petency?  And  shall  he  be  deprived  of 
this  hope,  of  this  only  resource  by  which 
he  can  honourably  acquire  property,  to' 
bestow  it  upon  one  who  had  abanooned  the 
service  ana  been  detected  in  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  country?     Sir,  this 
transaction  began  in  fraud,  continued  in 
deceit,  and  ended  in  a  gross  imposition 
upon  the  then  government.     I  regret  the 
necessity  of  making  such  heavy  accusa- 
tions against  a  member  of  thi»  house;  I 


am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  word  my  resolu- 
tion so  strongly  against  a  naval  officer ; 
but  the  ease  admits  of  no  palliation;     I 
therefore  move  you,  sir,  "  That  it  apf>ears 
to  this  house  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Appeal  in  Prize  causes, 
dated  the  1  Ithday  of  August  1603,  the  ship 
Etrusco,  and  such  parts  of  the  cargo  which 
were  claimed, by  Home  Riggs  Popham,  esq. 
now  sir  Home  Popham,  were  condemned  as 
good  and  lawfnl  prize  to  the  king,  as  the 
property  of  one  of  his  majesty's  subjects 
engaged  in  an  illegal  trade. — ^That  by  a 
Treasury  warrant  dated  the  24th  Sept.  1 805, 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  ship  and  cargo, 
amounting  to  £.  25,959.  9.  7,  subject  to 
certain  expences  not  exceeding  6^000/. 
were  granted  to  sir  Home  Popham,  who 
had  been  detected  in  prosecuting  such 
illicit  trade. — ^That  this  grant  is  a  misap- 
plication of  public  money«  in-as-much  as, 
contrary  to  all  custom  and  precedent, 
those  funds  which  have  in  part  always 
been  appropriated  to  reward  the  exertions 
of  captors,  were  bestowed  wholly  upon  sir 
Home  Popham,  who,  being  a  lieutenant 
in  his  mi«jesty^8  navy,  had  been  detected 
knowingly  carr}nng  on  illicit  trade  in  con- 
tempt w  the  laws  of  his  country,  contrary 
to  his  duty  as  a  British  subject,  and  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  character  of  a  British  offi- 
cer; operating  at  the  same  time  as  a  dis- 
couragement to  his  majestyf s  naval  forbes, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  accustomed  re- 
wards of  their  zeal  and  activity ;  and  as 
an  incitement  to  the  contempt  and  dis- 
regard of  the  laws  of  the  land,  by  be- 
stowing   reward  and  impunity  on  those 
who  had  been  detected  in  the  violation  of 
them." 

Sir  Home  Popham. — ^Before  I  reply  to  the 
various  charges  brought  forward  against 
me  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  trust 
that  the  house  will  indulge  me  with  a 
patient  hearing,  while  I  ofier  a  few  preli- 
minary observations,  which  are  the  more 
necessary  to  the  vindication  of  my  cha-* 
racter,  as  they  relate  to  circumstances 
immediately  arising  from  the  original 
question,  or  brought  forward  io  thishous^ 
since  its  first  discussion,  i  wish  not  to 
detain  the  house  by  frivolous  and  irrele- 
vant matter,  but  to  oppose  facts  to  ca^ 
lumny,  and  to  combat  prejudices  and  falser* 
hoods  with  no  Other  weapons  than  trutl^ 
and  plain  dealin?.  The  persecution  whicl^ 
has  been  exercised  against  me  for  se-^ 
veral  years  past  must  be  strong  in  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member  ot  this  house  ; 
but  of  all  the  exertions  which  have  beei^ 
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Hied  on  fiNrmer  o^cMioiis  to  tradtice  me, 
and  to  render  me  odious  to  the  country, 
none  have  been  equal  to  those  exercised 
on  the  present  occasion*  No  pains  have 
been  spared,  no  mean$  scrupled  at,  to 
lower  and  vilify  my  character  :  the  poi- 
^ned  arrows  of  mme  enemies  have  been 
aimed  at  me  both  as  a  public  man  and  a 
private  individual ;  they  halve  raked  into^ 
^very  part  of  my  life  to  find  out  some 
personal  weakness,  in  order  to  use  it  as  a 
calumny  against  me.:  the  follies  of  my 
youth,  and  any  attendant  Ibil^es,  have 
been  held  out  to  the  public  as  the  most 
enormous  crimes  :  all  the  private  trans* 
actions  of  my  life  have  been  gone  into; 
and  such  an  efifect  has  it  bad,  that  unless  I 
yield  in  all  cases  to  what  I  consider  an  im- 
position, a  threat  of  impeachment  is  held 
out  against  me,  and  this  by  the  house  eah 
tertainintf  discussions  on  .private  transact 
tions« — Having,  sir,  mentioned,  the  unpre- 
cedented pains  that  Jiave  been  taken  to 
hunt  me  down,  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  before  another  court  of  honour  t^ 
accused,  in  the  preamble  of  his  defence, 
very  highly  complimented  the  editors  of 
the  newspapers  for  the  strict  silence  they 
had  observed  from  the  moment  of  its  being, 
publioiy  known  that  the  officer  alluded  to* 
was  tvoe  tried  ;  whereas  the  instant  the 
honourable  gentleman  opened  his  masked 
battery  upon  me,  the  literary  assailants 
began  in  every  way  to  take  me  in  flank 

'  ma  rear,  with  a  view  of  raising  the  whole 
country  against  me.  Sir,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  reading  ^ne  paragraph  which^ 
accuses  me  of  being  a  traitor  to  my  coua^ 
try,,  and  carrying,  gunpiowder  to  the  enemyy 
wnich  is  the  highest  crime  in  the  mind  of 
;a  British  public*  lam  sorry  that  lowering 
jne  }B  the  public  esteem  should  be  a» 
object  of  such  high  importance,  that  such 
unworthy  means  are  resorted  to  against 
me.  I  did  think  the  liberal  constitution 
of  this  country  considered  every  person 
arrayed  for  an  efifence,  as  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  court  before  which  he  was 
'  ^raigned  ;  and  above  all  do  I  still  think, 
that  in  my  peculiar  situation,  I  am  under 
t)^  protection  of  the  dignity  of  this  house. 
Good  Oody  sir!  is  it  possible  that. one  of 
Its  members  could  have  been  guilty  of  car- 

'^ing arms  and  ammunitioo.  to  the  enemies 
cf  his  (pouBtry  ?  Such  a  person  stirelv 
oo^htto,be  tied  to  asta)ceinPa>lace<yard. 
'With  ^e  house,,  however^  it  will  rest  to 
aay,.  what  ought  to  be  the  fate  of  any  man 
who  falsely  and  flagitiously  brings  su^eh.  a 
dhasge.  against  one  of  iu  members^    1 4a 


think  the  'documents  oa  your  table  will 
satisfy  the  house  thai  1  amlittle  calculated 
to  carry  into  eliect  so  treasonable  a  project. 
I  was  not  on  that  side  of  India  during  my 
last  v(^ge,  and  I  never,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly*  bad  any  intercourse  whatever  with 
any  enemy  of  my  country.    Various  other 
instances  of  similar  conduct  on  the  pairt  of 
the  newspsipers  have  occurred  j  advertise- 
ments have  been  inserjbed  for  evidence  or 
information  against  me  ;  and  a  pamphlet 
published,  called  A  Discotrse,  foisted  on 
the  public  as  a  discussion  on  Copenhagen, 
but  evidently  meant  as  an>  attack  upon  me  ; 
the    preface    and   appendix   constituting 
more  than:  two  tkivds'  of  the  book,  full  of 
the  grossest  scurrilities,  ^idently  meant  to 
prepare  the  country  for  the  present  attack 
on  me,aUhottgh  it  so  happencNJ,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  never  heard  of  the  Etrusco 
till  the  mormng  he  first  presented  himself 
to  the  house  on  the  subject !  This  author 
has  also  endeavoured  to  administer  another 
species  of  p^^ison  to  the  public,  by  insidi- 
ously stating  that  I  had  only  been  so  many 
yeara  afloat  after  my  promotion ;  that,  sir, 
was  my  misfortune  ;  I  bad  not  interest 
enoii^h  to  get  a  frigate,  ucmt  could  I,  with- 
out a  dereliction  of  my  bounden  duty, 
veluse  to  be  employed  by  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment in  tlie  various  manners  in  which 
they  have  chosen  for  the  last  fifteen  years 
to  direct  my  exertions^wNothing,  sir,  can 
more  thoroughly  mark  the  rancour  exer- 
cised against  me,  than  an  attack  which  an 
hon.  gentleman  made  upcuft  me,  vrith  so 
becoming,  and  well-timed  a  liberality,'  at 
the  moment  the  safety  ^  my  life  was  a 
questionable  point  in  the  opinions  of  my 
physiciams  ;.  not  as  a  relevant  topic  of 
debate,  but  to  make  an  impression  against 
me  while  I  was  arraigned  under  a  most 
serious  charge  ;  for  I  am  certain  my  ap- 
pointment as  eaptain  «kf.  the  Baltic  fleet, 
could  ha^ve  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
provisioning  of  the  Rochfort  squadron; 
and  yet  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  a  most 
unqualified  manner,  while  arraigning  the  no- 
ble lord's  conduct  who  has  no  successfully 
president  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty»  says,  '  his  appointment  of  sir  Home 
^  Pof^am  to  be  captain  of  the  Baltic  fieet 
'  was'  an  outrage,,  and  disgusted  every  ofii» 
*  cer  in  the  fleet.'     Now,  sir,  J  will  tell 
that  hon.  gentleman  that  the  appointment 
he  alluded  to  was  not  what  he  has  been 
pleased  to  describe  it    This  house  shall 
choose  between  that  hon.  gentleman's  high 
authority,  and  the  opinions  of  two  officers 
of  the  fast  cank  aad  characfteK  m  tk&ier* 
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Tice,  (whose  letters  happened  not,  like 
several  others  on  the  same  subject,  to  be 
destroyed  :)  the  senior,  an  admiral  nearly 
ralated  to  a  noble  lord  sitting  on  the  oppo- 
site bench ;  and  the  junior,  a  vice  admiral, 
sir  Thomas  Graves,  who  has  had  the  ho- 
nour of  receiving  the  thanks  of  this  house, 
and  the  highest  mark  of  his  sovereign's 
approbation,  added  to  what  is  equally 
dear  to  him,  the  most  unequivocal  testi- 
mony of  that  illustrious  hero  lord  Nelson, 
of  his  meritorious  conduct  on  the  occasion 
for  which  these  honours  were  given. — 
'July  17£h,  1807.     My  dear  sir;  I  was 

*  very  happy  to  find  from  admiral  Gam- 
'  bier  that  you  have  absolutely  received 
'  your  appointment  as  captain  of  the  fleet ; 

*  1  rejoice  in  it,  in  this  instance,  more  than 
'  I  should  probably  in  any  other,  because 
'  you  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Bal- 
'  tic,  where  the  fleet  is  supposed  to  be 
'  going.  I  think  from  your  great  profes- 
'  sional  knowledge,  resource,  and  activity, 
'  lord  Mulgrave  could  not  have  made  a 
'  more  judicious  choice  for  the  appoint- 
'  ment.  I  have  long  known  your  aclmiral : 
'he  is  a  most  honourable  man  ;  ^nd  al- 

*  though  you  have  never  been  on  service 
'  with  him,  I  am  certain  your  assiduity 
'  will  gain  his  good  opinion.  I  wish  my 
'  fhig  had  been  hoisted  ;  I  should  have 
'  rejoiced  in  acting  hand  in  hand  with  you  : 

*  much  success  attend  you,  and  beHeve  me, 

*  my -dear  sir,  very  truly  yours,  C.  P.  Ha- 

*  MILTON.' — Extract  of  a  letter  from  vice 
admiral  sir  Thomas  Graves.  '  July  22nd, 
'  1807.  It  does  not  appear  Uiat  they  are 
'  certain  who  are  to  be  your  flag  officers, 
'  though  doubtless  long  since  appointed  ; 
'  all  agree  that  you  are  captain  of  the 
'  fleet,  which,  it  is  said,  will  consist  of 

*  twenty  or  thirty  sail  of  the  line  ;  an 
'  invincible  force,  in  which  your  genius 
'  and  talents  will  have  ample  scope  :  and 
'  I  think  the  situation  you  hold  in  the  ex- 

*  pedition  is  as  creditable  to  those  who  ap- 
'  pointed  you,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
'  advantageous  to  the  public,  and  honour- 

*  able  to  yourself  and  the  service.*  I  will 
submit  to  the  house,  whether  the  opinion 
of  these  officers,  written  at  a  moment  when 
they  little  expected  I  should  take  the 
liberty  of  making  it  public,  added  to  the 
opinion  of  three  very  respectable  officers 
who  were  then  at  the  board  of  admiralry, 
ought  not  to  hSive  mort^  weight  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  noble  lord,  than  the  extraor- 
dinary acquirements  upon  those  topics  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  I  will  also,  if  the 
house  will  allow  me  to  read  a  few  more 

Vou  XI, 


letters,  give  most  unanswerable  proof  tha 
the  other  allegation  is  the  reverse  of  tru< 
'  that  every  officer  was  disgusted  with  nr 
'  appointment.'  I  am  really  quite  ashame 
to  trespass  so  much  on  the  house  ;  bu 
raally,  sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  did  so  foi 
cibly  press  the  unpopularity  of  my  appoint 
ment,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  attemptini 
to  remove  such  an  impression. — 'Apri 
9th,  1808.  My  dear  sir;  having  observe* 
in  the  newspapers  an  assertion  made  ii 
the  house  of  commons,  that  your  lat 
appointment  as  captain  of  the  fleet  gav 
disgust  to  every  officer  in  the  expeditioi 
to  Copenha^n,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  on 
of  the  captains  employed  on*  that  service 
to  asjsore  you,  that  so- far  from  being  dis 
gusted  or  displeased,  it  gave  me  mos 
sincere  pleasure  to  see  you  in  a  situatioi 
I  conceived  you  so  perfectly  calculate( 
to  All  with  credit  to  yourself  and  to  you 
country  ;  an  opinion  most  fully  confinne* 
by  my  observations  on  your  zeal  ant 
unwearie  dexertions  at  Copenhagen;  i,n 
I  have  much  satisfaction  in  sayiifg,  I  ex 
press  not  my  own  sentimeuifs,  but  thos 
of  all  my  brother  officers  I  was  in  th 
habits  of  intimacy  yrith,  which  I  believ 
includes  the  greater  proportion  of  th 
fleet.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  1  sha 
rejoice  most  heartily  to  see  '  you  agai 
ill  a  situation  to  call  forth  your  talent 
for  the  good  of  the  service.  lam,  m 
dear  sir,  &c.* — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
captain  in  the  Baltic  fleet :  '  April  18tl 
1808.  Our  friends  here  inform  me  yo 
are  about  to  be  employed  again ;  I,  wh 
witnessed  your  unremittin r exertions  an 
abilities  at  Copenhagen,  with  the  genera 
satisfaction  you  gave  both  army  an 
navy,  should  be  better  pleased  that  yo 
were  in  the  same  situation  again,  rathe 
than  in  command  of  a  single  ship.'- 
Extract,  *  March  10th,  1808.  I  observ 
by  the  debates  of  the  4th  instant,  on  th 
subject  of  sir  Richard  Strachan's  squa 
dron,  that  Mr.  Calcraft  has  asserted,  ths 
lord  Mulgrave  has  committed  an  outrag 
on  the  service  by  appointing  you  captai 
of  the  fleet,  which  gave  universal  disss 
tisfaction.  I  never  nad  the  pleasure  c 
being  introduced  to  you  until  your  a< 
ceptance  of  that  appointment  ;  but  pre 
V ions' to  your  arrival  at  Yarmouth, 
report  was  in  circulation  that  some  oli 
ccrs  intended  to  remonstrate  against  yot 
appointment,  and  which  very  naitorall 
from  the  novelty  of  such  a  proceedin| 
became  the  subject  of  conversation  amon 
the  captains/ and  as  far  as  I  could  learn  i 
SB 
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the  first  instance,  they  viewed  the  report 
more  as  a  sqaib  than  any  serious  intention 
to  remonstrate.  I  have  ever  considered 
it  to  be  the  province  of  a  commander  in 
chief,  to  nominate  officers  who  are  to  be 
in  confidential  situations  about  him,  espe- 
cially as  in  your  case  :  that  nomination 
ca,me  within  precedents  established,  .not 
only  at  home  but  abroad,  and  I  was  sorry 
to  hnd  that  the  least  difference  of  opinion 
should  have  existed  on  the  propriety  of 
your  appointment.  •  It  is  impossible  for 
a  captain  of  a  fleet  to  give  universal  sa- 
tisfaction to  those  under  his  direction  ; 
but  from  your  unremitting  zeal  for  the 
service,  the  perfect  aiTangement  of  your 
plans,  your  exertion  in  the  execution  of 
them,  and  your  personal  attention  to  the 
officers  of  the  fleet,  I  heard  you  spoken 
of  by  the  captains  with  whom  I  was  in 
the  habits  of  intimacy,  in  the  fleet,  in 
terms  which  reflect  the  highest  honour 
on  youx  character  and  conduct ;  and  I 
really  f^el  myself  called  upon  to  commu- 
nicate those  my  sentiments  to  you.  I 
must  beg  !eave  at  the  same  time  to  say,  I 
totally  disclaim  attaching  myself  to  any 
party :  I.  only  come  forward  to  assure 
you  my  name  cannot  be  enrolled  among 
those  who  are  represented  by  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  as  disgusted  with  your  appointment 
under  lord  Gambier ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  many  of  my  brother  officers 
,who  are  now-  at  sea  would,  if  they  were 
.in  England,  be  glad  to  avail  themiielves 
^of  an  opportunity  to  do  you  similar  jvs-' 
tice.'— •  April  9th,  180d.  ©ear*  -sir,  1 
was  astonished  to  see  reported  fin  a  news- 
paper ia  a  late  debate  in  the  house  of 
commons^  an  assertion,  made  use  of  by 
Mr.  Calcraft  expressing  that  my  lord 
■  Miilgra^e  had.  committeid  an  outrage  to 
.the  setviee.  in.  appointing  yxMi  captam  of 
«^  fleets  on  th^  late  Baltic  expedition  ; 
.at)d  if  ,niy,  iaembt»y  doetf  not^  §m  me,  he 
^id; '  disgustuig  tb  hi&  brother  offiq0rs." 
Sdcb.  aotasieptAoa  eaU&  on  die  captaini  of 
thai;  fleet  to  express,  their  mmd  ;  and' J, 
who  had.  opportunity  ofseeiaffyour  gmat 
ai»d  zefdous:  exertions^  both  m  the  fleet 
and-  on  shore,  and  of  hearing  the  senti- 
CQi^nis  of  navy  and  army,  ftvl  tbat  an 
QUtprai^  has  been  committed  agamst  lord' 
Mulgrave  and  yourself,  and  agfkimt  the 
senti^ients  of  the  captains  ofthatfl^^et. 
hr  is  true,  I  read  in  a  newspaper  whenofl' 
Copenhagen,  that  some  disaipprobatajim 
\kfLd  been  expressed  by  the  captams  at 
your  appointment ;  but  I  do  aQrtn  tbatF 
IKgnec  h^urd  an  eifipnmaa,  diiBot^^r  indi^ 


rect,  tending  to  insinuate  such  a  seDtjment 
.by  any  of  my  brother  offieers  ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  appeared  to  me  but  one 
opinion,  that  of  the  greatest  confidence  in 
your  abilities,  and  approbation  at  your 
being  selected  to  fiU-  so  honourable  and 
arduous  a  situation  on  an  expedition  so 
big  with  great  events.  I  can  only  lament 
that  your  being  now  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  ship  will,  in  a  great  degree^ 
cramp  your  exertions,  but  I  sincerely 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
country  will  reap  the  benefit  o€  your 
great  abilities  on  a  greater  and  wider 
scale.      With  every  sentimeot,  &c/ — 
Extract:  '  Mai^h  I2tb,  1808.    AMough 
Mr.  Calcraft  has  taken  upon  himself  to 
assert  in  the  house  of  commons  that  your 
appointment  as  captain  of  tiie   B^altic 
fleet  gave  universal  disgust,  I  do  assure 
you  it  is  not  a  fact.    Some  few  ofiicers 
made  some  objections,  but  I  am  certain 
four-fifliis  were  decidedly  in  your  favour; ' 
and  as  to  your  conduct  after  your  ap*' 
poiatn^ent,  it  was  such,  in  personal  at-' 
tention,  arrangement,  promptitude,  un^ 
ceasing  exertion,  and  zeal  in  the  faithful - 
discharge  of  your  duty,  as  obtained  you 
the  highest  credit  with  every  officer  I 
conversed  with  on  the  subject.    I  am, 
&c.'— Extiact :    'May  10th,   1808.    I 
wsuit  words  to  express  my  astonishment 
at  the  observations  (respecting  your  ap- 
pointment as  captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet) 
made  by  Mr.  Calcraft ;  as  the  fact  is,' 
that  so  §Ar  irom  an  outrage,  it  was  con* 
^mnable  to  several  precedents,  and  so 
popular,  in  the  fleet,  that  I  never  heard 
obe  dissenting  voice ;  and  on  the  con-  - 
clusion.of  the  service,  every  officer  in  the 
fleets  in*  their  general  conversation,  bore- 
thehtgbest  testimony  to  the  impartiali^ 
unremitted  zeal,  promptitude,  spirit,  ac- 
tivity, most  gentlemanlike  andconeenial 
deporitment,  with  which  you  conducted 
y^ffself,  and  thereby  gave  s'uch. cheerful 
and  universal  satisfaction.    As  to  myself, 
who.  have  served  upwards  of  thirty  years 
in  the  navy,  I  can  only  observe,  that  I 
think  the  country  highly  indebted  to 
lord'  Mulgrave  for  his  discernment  and 
judicious   selection,  in  appointing  you 
captda  of  the  Baltic  fleet.^ — ^These  let- 
ters are  written  by  officers,  who  either 
commanded  line  of  battle  ships  in  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen,  or  do  command 
them  now  ;  many  of  them  I  never  saw  be*- 
fbre  thfi^t  expedition,  and  probably  it  will 
be  well  not  to. read  their  names,  as  it  may 
tend; to  some,  party  initatioa;  but  that 
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will  reH  with  the  hononiable  geMleiiian. 
i  trust  the  house  will  excuse  nse  ibir  taking 
ikp  so  much  of  its  tine,  but  I  must  ask  th^ 
honourable^gentleman  whether,  if  any  pre- 
judices existed  to  my  appointment,  any 
had  manifested  themselyes  to  my  conduct 
in  that  appointment?  I  shall  feel  the 
greatest  obligation  to  that  honourable  gan- 
Ueraan  if  he  will  produce  any  three  c^cen% 
and  I  will  give  him  the  wide  range  of  an 
extensive  army  to  go  to,  who  have  any 
fault  to  find  with  my  conduct,  personal  or 
public,  in  the  diftereni  duties  entrusted  to 
my  care.  And  I  shall  now  ask  anv  can-* 
did  mind»  whether  entering  on  a  depart- 
ment under  the  disadvantages  of  personal 
prejudice,  and  retiring  under  the  approba- 
tion of  his  general  conduct^  is  not  more 
meritorious  than  entering  on  a  department 
without  any  adverse  prejudice,  and  retir- 
ing without  the  least  approbation. — ^It  will 
ill  become  me  to  enter  upon  my  immediate 
answers  to  the  difFe/ent  poinu  which  the 
hoB.  gent.,  has  ureed  with  so  itnuch  inge>- 
teity,  before  I  oiler  to  you,  sir,  and  to  this 
house,  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  pa- 
tience and  indulgence  with  which  I  have 
already  been  honoured.  The  house,  how- 
ever, will  observe,  that  the  transactions 
now  under  discussion  originated  twenty 
years  ago ;  and  as  all  other  efforts  have 
failed  to  abase  me  in  the  estimation  of  my 
ooantry,  these  have  been  resorted  to.  The 
Cape,  Buenos  Ayr^s,  and  Copenhagen, 
have  been  worked  threadbare ;  no  more 
is  expected  to  result  from  them,-  and  as 
Ktde  I  t^ost  will  result  from,  this ;  for  what- 
ever length  the  examination  may  go  to,  it 
can  never  alter  the  principal  feature  of  the 
case,  that  I  preferred  active  employment 
to  the  dissipation  of  every  descriptiaa 
which  at  that  time  I  might  b«ve  entered 
inta.  The  charges  which  the  hon.  gent 
has  brought  forward,  1  shall  class  under 
four  heads ;  that  I  went  to  India  without 
the  consent  of  the  East  India  Company, 
contrary  to  their  exclusive  charter;  that 
\  had  smuggled  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Etrusoo  into  Ireland  and  England  ;  that  I 
had  absooaded  from  India ;  and  had  ds- 
<iaped  from  the  ship  in  Ostend  roads.  If 
I  was  disposed,  sir,  to  contend  that  the 
last  letter  from  the  admiralty  was  the  only 
one  which  was  binding  on  me,  I  niight 
(Certainly  do  so,  and  in  that  letter  it  has 
been  seen  that  ilo  restrictioa  whatever  was 
imposed  on  me  in  regard  to  the  Company's 
seulements :  it  gave  me  uorestrictea  leave 
to  go  to  India,  and  to  reside  two  yean  at 
Vredmctaiagaae,  on  the  — 


of  my  resignihg  my  half  pay :  but  I  wi 
not  separate  tM  inference  which  mi^l 
be  drawn  from  the  first  application,  whic 
was  rejected,  and  in  which  application 
stated  I  had  no  intention  of  going  to  th 
Company's  settlemenU  with  a  view  of  re 
maihing  there,  i  will  state  the  fact  t 
the  house  exactly  as  it  stood.  When 
Sailed  firom  Europe  it  was  my  intention  t 
domicile  myself  at  Serampour.  I  do  no 
mean  to  say  I  should  not  have  slopped  i 
Calcutta  on  passii^,  but  my  fixed  resi 
denc6  would  certainly  have  been  in  th 
fona<»r  place.  In  my  voyage  out,  how 
ever,  the  ship  struck  on  an  unknown  roci 
in  the  Mozambique  channel :  I  wak  oblig 
ed  to  go  to  Bombay,  and  on  my  arriva 
there  I  found  several  English  ships  unde 
foreign  colours,  commanded  by  English 
Bsen,  and  who  had  sailed  from  the  port  o 
Ostend  in  the  same  manner  I  had  done 
The  treatment  which  these  ships  had  ex 
perienced  from  the  government  of  Bom  ba^i 
certainly  changed  my  view  of  the  subject 
no  restrictions  were  enforced  on  them,  n 
la^  put  in  force  against  them,  and  the  pc 
licy  of  encoaraging  this  trade  was  an  ob 
vious  feature  in  the  general  conduct  of  th 
government  and  the  servants  of  the  coin 
pany.  Under  these  circumstances  was  i 
not,  sir,  natural  that  I  should  avail  mysei 
of  the  same  attention,  and  the  same  advan 
tages,  which  were  held  out  to  others  at  th 
time  it  was  supposed  they  were  oilendin; 
against  a  prohibitory  law  of  the  company 
FMtt  Bombay  I  went  to  Madras ;  fion 
Madras  to  CalGQtta>  though  not  in  m; 
s^ip  ;  smmI  On  thi  moment  of  my  arriva 
there,  I  was  applied  to  by  the  governoi 
i^eneral  to  assist  on  a  pai^icular  servic 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors ;  I  ii 
course  I  acceded  to  the  proposition;  an4 
having  now  occasion  to  state  that  I  was  s 
employed  by  lord  CornwalHs,  I  beg  t 
disclaim  the  slightest  intention  of  aspersin 
the  character  of  that  illustrious  noblemai 
by  any  thing  I  could  ever  have  said  on  th 
subject  of  his  conduct  towards  me.  All 
meant  to  state  was,  that  the  governor-gc 
neral  knew  I  was  a  British  Subject)  an* 
that  I  was  in  the  command  of  a  foreig 
ship  ;  and  although  the  hon.  gent,  ha 
stated  that  the  government  of  India  ha 
not  the  power  of  prosecuting  the  ship,  yf 
he  had  the  power  of  seizing  me,  as  an  ir 
dividual,  and  sending  me  under  an  arre( 
to  England;  a  power,  I  belie^Oi  equally 
poesessed  by  all  the  presidencies  of  India 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  government  m 
only  aibstMiied  from  noticiiig  the  trade  i 
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which  I  had  been  engaged,  but,  conceiying 
1  had  peribrmed  some  services  to  the  Com- 
pany by  gratuitously  applying  my  pro- 
fessional  exertions  in  various  instances, 
wrote  in  the  stron^st  terms  to  the  court  of 
directors  ;  which  letter,  page  45,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  reading,  and  by  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  court  of  directors 
was  particularly  solicited  to  recommend 
me  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty.     Extract 
of  the  public  letter  from  the  governor-ge- 
neral in  council  of  Bengal,   dated.  Nov. 
1^5th,  1 79 1 ,  to  the  court  of  directors :  '  You 
will  observe,  in  his  letter  dated  the  8th  of 
September,  that  Mr.  Popham,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  his  majesty's  navy,  has  rendered 
a  very  important,  service  to  your  settle- 
ment of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
and  to  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  India, 
by  effecting  a  survey  of  the  south  chan- 
nel ;  and  ascertaining  that  vessels  of  any 
depth  of  water  not  exceeding  twenty- 
four  feet,  may  now  make  their  passage, 
and  thus  avoid  a  great  loss  of  time,  to 
which,  previous  to  the  survey,  they  w^re 
obliged  to  submit  in  working  out  of  the 
harbour  of  Pulo  Penang  to  the  north- 
ward, when   bound   to  the  southward. 
Mr.  Popham  has  been  desired  to  deliver 
to  us  a  chart  of*  his  survey  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  we  shall  transmit  it  to  you 
when  we  receive  it,  reserving  a  copy  to 
be  kept  in  this  country.    The  present  in- 
stance is  not  the  first,  of  a  liberal  exertion 
made  by  Mr.  Popham  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  for  the  service  of  the  Company 
in  India.     At  the  request  of  government 
he  assisted  in  the  year  1788  in  the  survey 
of  New  Harbour  and  the  adjacent  chan- 
nel ;  and  to  the  merit  thus  acquired,  he 
has  now  added  that  arising  from  the  per- 
formance of  a  sei*vice  likely  to   prove 
highly  advantageous  to  your  commercial 
ipterests.     Unemployed  as  Mr.  Popham 
is  under  the  Company,  his  zeal,  and  gra- 
tuitous direction  of  his  professional  talents 
to  the  advancement  of  the  public  good, 
on  the  two  occasions  we  have  mentioned, 
and  especially  the  last,  claimed  more 
than  common  notice,  and  we  have  ac- 
cordingly expressed  to  him  our  sense  of 
the  readmess  he  has  manifested  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  your  service.     We 
have  also  directed  that  a  piece  of  plate 
may  be  prepared,  bearing  an  inscription 
expressive  of  the  occasion  upon  which  it 
is  given;  and  We  have   instructed  our 
secretary  to  present  it  to  him  in  the  name 
of  the  governor-general  in  council.    Per- 
mit us  to  request  that  the  services  per- 
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*  formed  by  Mr.  Popham  may  be  repre- 

*  sented  in  the  lermi  they  merit  by  yoar 
'  honourable  court  to  the  lords  comniis- 
«  sioners  of  the  admiralty  in  England.'     In 
consequence  of  this  recommendation    I 
was  reinstated-  in  his  majesty's  service, 
which,  but  for  the  war  of  1793, 1  never 
should  have  had  the.  honour  of  bein^.     In 
this  transaction,  sir,  I  must,  therefore  be 
considered  as  a  private  individual,   and 
could  not,  in  the  words  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  resolution,  have  "  disgraced 
the  character  of  a  British  officer."     The 
papers  on  your  table  prove  that  I  was 
stmck  oft'  the  list  of  lieutenants  in -April 
1791,1  heard  of  it  in  October ;  and  believe 
the  Etrusco,.  which  was  taken  by  admiral 
Robinson  in  Ostend  road,  was  purchased 
by  me  in  December  of  the  same  year ; 
and  however  I  might  have  erred  as  a  lieu- 
tenant by  going  to  India  on  a  mercantile 
speculation,  I  certainly  had  a  right,  when 

I  was  no  longer  in  the  service,  to  pursue 
that  speculation,  with  every  exertion   I 
possessed,  for  the  sake  of  my  family.    And 
here,  sir,  I  cannot  help  asking,  against 
whom  was  I  oftending  ?     Was  I  of&nding 
against  any  general  law  of  the  country  ? 
No,  but  against  the  protecting  law  of  the 
monopoly  of  the   East  India  Company. 
Did  the   Company  prosecute  me  ?    No ; 
but  they  rewarded  me  by  recommending 
me,  afler  my  sins,  to  the  notice  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government.     In  short,  sir,  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  Company  at  that  time,  if 
not  to  encourage,  certainly  to  counten- 
ance, the  trade  of  English  capitals  under 
foreign  flags;  and  every  body  considered 
the  relaxation  of  the  governments  in  India, 
in  enforcing  their  protecting  law  against 
the  foreign  trade,  as  amounting  almost  to 
an  abrogation  of  it.     With  respect,  sir,  to 
the  expences  of  captain  Robinson,  it  was 
not  owing  to  any  hsxh  of  mine,  or  any 
neglect  on  my  part,  that  they  have  not 
been  paid  long  ago.     On  my  return  firom 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  my  proctor  pre- 
sented me  with  the  accounts  ;  and  seeing 
upwards  of  900/.  for  ti*ave)ling  and  in- 
cidental charges  from  1793,  when  the  ship 
was  taken,  till  1803,  when  the  captor  had 
no  occasion  to  travel  any  more,  and  an 
interest  on  that  sum  of  near  300/.  making 
in  all   1 200/.,  I  do  confess  I  hesitated  to 
pay  it ;  and  am  certain  every  person  will 
feel  that  the  charge  is  a  little  extraordinary 
for  travelling  to  Deptford,  where  the  ship 
lay,  or  to,  London,  for  a  few  opinions  on 
the  mode. of  prosecuting  her ;  and  was  it 
not  a  little  extraordinary  during  the  last 
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five  years,  not  a  stroke  of  law  wa^  struck  ? 
These  accounts  are  now  before  the  regis- 
ter of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  London,  duly  ap- 
pointed; and  I  am  happy  to  say,  as  a 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  my  objection, 
that  they  struck  on  the  interest  the  moment 
they  saw  it.  The  agent  of  admiral  Ro- 
binson refused  the  arbitration  of  gentle- 
men whom  I  proposed,  as  I  consider  it  on 
all  occasions  the  best  reference  for  points 
in  dispute ;  and  which,  as  I  before  had  the 
honour  of  mentioning  in  this  house,  was 
the  course  I  pursued  towards  Messrs.  Pax- 
ton,  antecedent  to  this  case  being  tried ; 
and  which  I  have  again  done  by  my  c-oli- 
citor,  although-  the  issue  of  that  trial  was 
against  them. — ^Now,  as  to  the  hcjnourable 
gentleman's  charge  of  absconding  from 
justice,  how  does  that  stand  ?  A  coarser 
observation  was  never  applied  to  any  in- 
dividual ;  in  the  same  way  I  felt  many  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  observations; 
but  as  he  has  not  been  called  to  order  by 
the  house,  I  must  rest  satisfied  the  language 
he  used  was  completely  within  its  rules. 
In  one  month  after  the  capture  of  the 
Etrusco,  I  was  reinstated  on  the  list  of 
lieutenants,  and  appointed  to  act  with  the 
army  in  Holland,  and  I  do  not  believe  any 
officer  in  that  army  will  accuse  me  of  ab- 
sconding from  the  various  and  fatiguing 
duties  which  my  situation  in  it  imposed 
upon  me ;  I  did  not  return  to  England  till 
1796,  nor  did  I  even  hear  of  the  compul- 
soty  process  till  it  was  mentioned  m  this 
house  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
honourable  member  has  stated  too,  that 
just  before  the  Etrusco  was  seized,  a  person 
Had  escaped  from  her  with  a  boat-load  of 
goods;  that  person,  sir,  was  myself:  I 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  act  as  I  pleased ; 
to  hoist  my  boats  out  when  I  pleased,  and 
to  go,  where  it  was  very  natural  I  should 
go,  to  see  my  fsiiBij|y«  a^er  an  absence  of 
twenty  months.  That  I  did  take  such 
articles  as  1  thought  would  be  acceptable 
presents  to  my  family,  is  most  true;  I 
wish  I  had  taken  twenty  boat-loads ;  and 
if  I  could  have  taken  the  ship  into  Ostend 
harbour,  then,  I  apprehend,  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  would  not 
have  had  this  opportunity  of  making  his 
liberal  practise  on  my  character.  But  if 
there  was  any  impropriety  in  my  going 
on  shore,  why  did  not  4he  pliant  officer 
whose  conduct  has  been  so  highly  extolled 
bv  the  honourable  gentleman,  prevent  me  ? 
«  The  reason,  I  conclude^  may  be  easily  in- 
fiMrred  by  reading  admiral  Wole't  deposi- 


tion, therefore  on  this  point  I  shall  make 
no  farther  comment.  The  honourabh 
gentleman  has  asserted  that  a  bribe  hac 
been  ofiered  to  admiral  Robinson  to  re- 
linquish the  capture ;  I  can  only  say,  1 
never  heard  of  this  extraordinary  circum- 
stance till  this  night ;  nor  can  1  imagine 
that  any  person  was  so  much  interested  in 
the  ship  and  cargo  as  myself,  or  could 
possibly  have  been  justified  in  advancing 
so  extravagant  a  proposition ;  and  thi!» 
was  my  reason  for  riot  denying  it. — I 
now,  sir,  come  to  the  charge  of  smug- 
gling, so  unwarrantably  asserted  by  the 
hon.  gent. :  and  I  must  deny,  in  the  most 
unqualified  manner,  that  the  least  article 
of  the  cargo  was  landed  in  Ireland.  I 
trust  the  house  will  allow  me  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Tisdale,  the 
magistrate  of  Crookhaven,  who  has  also 
written  in  similar  terms  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Cork.  I  referred  to  Mr.  Tisdale 
for  all  the  information  he  could  procure 
on  the  subject  of  the  charge  of  smuggling 
in  Ireland,  and  this  was  his  reply  : — '  My 
'  dear  sir ;  my  being  absent  from  home 
'  these  five  weeks  past  prevented  me  from 
'  receiving  your  favour  of  the  1 8th  ultimo 
'  till  this  morning,  and  I  lose  not  one  mo- 
'  ment  in  answering  it,  as  well  to  comply 
'  with  your  request,  as  to  gratify  my  own 
'  feelings  in  rendering  you  every  service 
'  (if  it  is  any)  in  my  power.  The  charge 
'  brought  against  you  as  far  as  relates  to 
'  Ireland  has  surprised  me  very  much.  If 
'  any  thing  of  the  kind  had  occurred,  I 
'  must,  most  assuredly,  have  known  it,  from 
'  the  close  intimacy  that  subsisted  at  the 
'  time  between  us ;  but  so  far  from  your 
'  having  disposed  of  any  thing  in  Ireland, 

*  I  have  known  you  to  reject  several  consi- 
'  derable  offers  made  to  you  by  different 
'  persons  to  induce  you  to  dispose  of  teas, 
'  or  any  other  article  you  might  have  had 
'  on  board ;  nay  so  very  cautious  were 
'  you,  that  I  confess  I  found  myself  disap- 
'  pointed  in  being  refused  by  you  as  much 
'  as  one  or  two  boxes  of  tea  for  Mrs. 
'  Tisdale.  I  was  present  when,  immedi- 
'  ately  on  your  arrival  here,  you  issued 
'  the  most  positive  orders  both  to  the 
'  officers  and  crew  of  the  L'Etrusco,  on  no 
'  account  whatever  to  attempt  to  dispose 
'  of  any  article,  even  of  their  private  pro- 
'  perty  ;  which  order  was,  I  believe,  most 
'  rigidly  observed.  *  I  went  round  to  Cork 
'  with  yo\i  in  the  ship,  and  staid  with  you 

*  until  the  vessel  had  cleared  that  harbour ; 
'  during  the  whole  of  which  time  I  can 

*  safely  and  conscientiously,  I  thinks  assert. 
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'  that  iM  onfe  pousd  of  tea  or  any  other 
'  article  was  taken  out  of  her.  Your  inno- 
'  cence  of  the  charge  brought  against  you 
'  here,  appears  so  clear  to  me^  that  I  should 
'  feel  great  satisfaction^  as  far  in  me  lies> 
'.  ia  any  act  of  aaine  that  woukl  tend  to 
'  your  justification  in  the  opinion  ek  the 
'  public,  as  well  as  that  of  your  friends ; 
'  and  should   you  think  that  any  other 

*  light  can  be  thrown  on  the  business  by 
'  jBoe,  I  have  to  request  you  may  command 
'  my  services.     I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great 

*  regard,  very  truly  yours,  Fitzgerald  Tis- 
^  dale.     Crookhaven,  March  8th,  1808.    I 

*  write  by  this  post  to  my  friend,  colonel 
'  liongfield,  one  of  the  representatives  for 
'  the  city  of  Cork,  on  this  subject/  Now, 
fir,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  die  character 
of  the  Toyage  tvhicfa  led  to  a  suspicion 
that  smuggling  was  its  object,  I  do  submit 
to  the  house,  whether  Crookhaven,  where 
there  was  no  custom-hoase  officer  for  a 
oonsidera^bl^  time,  and  where  such  ofiers 
were  made  as  would  tempt  any  man  to 
sin,  was  not  the  place  to  have  e^cted  this 
purpose  ?  Besides,  I  remained  long  enough 
Id  Ireland  to  have  entered  into  a  systematic 
arrangement  with  my  correspondents  in 
England  for  vessels  to  meet  me  off  Scilly, 
which  was  the  position  where  the  English 
Indiamen  discharged  their  teas  when  that 
was  a  usage  which  ffenerally  obtained  in 
the  service.  On  the  contrary,  when  I 
sailed  from  Irieland,  I  sailed  under  the  con- 
voy of  the  Diadem ;  and  as  captaiif 
Sultherkind  wished  to  be  ready  to  chase  oiif 
ail  occasions,  he  d'irected  me  to  wear  a 
pendant  and  lead  the  conv(')'y.  The  in- 
flfcructions  I  issued  are  in  papers  on  your 
table;  and  it  wiU  be  there  seen,  that 
hoisting  a  Tuscan  jack  at  the  mizen  top- 
mast head  wa*  the  signal  for  the  convoy 
to  proceed  to  the  Downs,  while  the 
£trusc6  prosecuted  her  voyage  to  Ostend. 
The  conU^dictory  depositions  in  the  print- 
ed exhibits  of  men  of  all  nations,  and* 
v^hich  were  taken  by  captain  Bobinson^s 
proctoQ,  do  certainly  assert,  ,that  from  two 
to  five  boxes  of  tea  were  delivered  fronf 
tfae  ship  between'  Hastings  and  Dnngeness. 
Sy  reference,  however,  to  the  marshars 
sales,  and  the  schedule  of  the  teas  which- 
i  claimed,  it  will  be  teen,  that  ail  the  teas* 
belonging  to  mo  were  sold  in  London, 
c»cept  one  box,  £Mid  is  it  not  natural*  to 
siippose  that  the  one  box  was  used  in  the 
voyage  home  I  I  have  taken  much  paias 
to  ascertain  to  whom  these  teas  belonged; 
i  have  not  succeedjed  ;  but  it  is'  universaliy 
%Utifw«d  thai  they  wens  gumi  to  the  I&st-^ 


mgs  pilot,  and  when  the  'ship  was  bejrofid 
the  limits  of  the  hovering  act>  and  conse- 
quently there  was  no  law  to  prevent  my 
having  unloaded  the  whole  ship,     it  m  i  gbt 
as  well  be  said»  that  if  1  was  accessary  to 
the  smuggling,  I  might  have  been  eqiudly 
so  in  selling  the  whole  of  the  cargo  at 
Ostend.    But,  sir,  to  atrip  this  tranaaction 
of  all  the  elegant  and  ingenibas  decoration 
in  which  the  hon.  gent,  has  involved  it, 
the  naked  fact  is,  that  a  pilot,  about  to 
take  charge  of  a  very  valuable  ship  over 
shoals  which  wonld  shake  the  strongest 
nerves,  had  iraporiimed,  as  was.  the  custom 
with  every  ship  passing  up  the  Channel, 
for  a  few  boxes  of  teas.;    and  when  the 
Etrusco  had  near  four  thousand  chesta  on 
board,  could  the  granting  this,  in   the 
mind  of  any  just  or  liberal  man^  be  called 
smuggling  ?  That  ithis  was  the  extent  of 
the  teas  which  wekit  oat  of  the  jship,  aU 
though  there  were  boali  enough  to  have 
ktden  the  whole  cargo,  must  be  seen  by 
the  fUlowing  letter  frdm  the  master  of  a 
revenue  cutter ;  *  Tyger,  revenue  cutteri 
Qnernsey,  244h  February,   1808*     Sir, 
aeelng-by  the  papers,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers wishes  to  prove,  that  you  run  your 
cargo  off  Dongeifess,  I  b^g  you  will  re- 
member, that  I  boarded  jwait  ship  to  the 
west>vard  of  the  Ness,  supposing  her  to 
be  one  of  his  majesty's  ships  bound  up 
the-  rive^,  and  might  want  a  pilot,  at 
which  time  I  vras  one ;   at  same  tinte, 
yon  nmst  recolieeti  we  tow:ed  alon^tde 
your  ship*,  nearly  op  to  Dover,  where 
we    left    yon   proceeding   fbt   Ostend. 
likewise  l^g  to  infornf  yon  what  passed 
in  the  boat  after  we  let^  the  ship',  between 
the  boat's'  crew  and  myself.     I  asked 
them  whether  there  was  any  thiti^  to  dis- 
pose of  on  board  the  shi^ ;  they  answered 
me  no,  they  miglkt  as  weU  go  on>  board 
a  lighli  oollfer ;   that    captain  Popham 
would  not  setter  such  a  thing  to  be  done ; 
at, the  same  timte  they  infiMrmed  me  they 
had  heard  on  board  the  shi|l  that  you' 
allowed  your  officers  to  let  the  Hastings 
pilot  have  three  or  four  boiees  of  tdav    1 
perfeetly  remember    my    boat's  crew 
being  very  angry  at  beiiig  oit'  board  a 
ship  from  India,  and  could  udt  parchase 
any  thing;    t  am,  sir,  your  mostf  obedient 
humble  servant,  "V^jdliam^  Bbdce."      In 
most  situations;  menfs  aetsonsr  ane  gmMt 
by  some  motive  ;  in  a  roefeantiie  transac- 
tion, profkr  would  be- the  teadidg  foatoi^. 
Now,  I  have  endearonredtd  trace  whehad 
received  the  money  for  theleleasf  the 
eaecoton  of  Mtv  €Jfaaff0{iidh  eonr  find  ntf 
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«ntry  in  diis  book,  from  wUch  1  an  in- 
duced to  thiak  it  was  emutdeved  for  tke 
pilotage.  But  what  wa»  tlitt  waAnam  of  then. 
finir  bkoxes ;  9/.  a  box  ;  and  th«  duty,  as* 
k  was  Ihea  rale4  woald  wA  exceed  Q9L 
on  tke  whole  :  consequently,  the  leas  be 
the  revenue,  it*  the  teas  wave  ever  landed, 
o£  which  these  is  no  proof  whatever,  cevkli 
only  be  the  duty,  which  most  have  been 
gaiqed  by  the  person  who  iecei¥ed<tbe 
teas.  Having  stated  &icly  all  I  knew  of 
this  transaetffHW  which  had  taken  place 
BO  many  years  ago,  was  ill,  I  ask,  such 
as  to  merit  the  luirsh  expressions  wiiich 
have  been  applied  to  it  ?  If  iihe  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used  half  the  exer- 
tion to  prove  the  direct  acts  of  smuggling 
while  the  ship  was  in»  possession  of  the* 
captors,  as  he  has  to  prove  my  being  dis- 
interestedly accessary  to  four  bpxes  going- 
out  of  the  sbtp^  he  nnght  have  more  de- 
cidedly succeeded  ;  to  what  extent  it  was 
then  going  on,  nobody  ean  calculate;  but 
the  r^uma  from  the  custom-house  can< 
prove,  that  goods  were  seized:  alongside 
her  in  the  attempt  to  lBnd>.  and:  the  boats, 
condemned;  this  prevented  the  account 
of  the  cargo  ever  being  regularly  ba- 
lanced. I.  cannot^  sir,  but  be  conviaeed> 
and  I.  am  sore-  the  same  feeHng  must  per- 
vade this  house  and'  the  country,  that  it^ 
is  impossible  to  find  any  person  who  was- 
more  particularly  fitted  for.  this  investi- 
gation than  the  horn  gentiemaoL  Itntust' 
be  well  known  that  one  of  fak'hoau  rehitienS' 
has  had  a  long  and  intimate  connection 
with  his  majesty^s  proctor  in  Doctors' 
Commons ;  so  extensive  indeed,  and  so 
various,  was  the  practice  of  that  ofiicei 
that  it  became  a  subject  of  discussron  in^ 
this  house;  and  as.  a  branch  of  the  same 
connection  still  rehiaina,  where  could  he 
better  apply  for  the  course  of  judicial 
proceeding  against  the  £trosco,or  against 
any  ship^  or  for  any  ship  ?  Nor  could  he 
have  a  more  ample,  source  of  information 
of  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
this  country  and  08tend,thanby  applyirig 
to  another  branch,  of  his  family,  whose 
partner  has  been  known  (if  1  am  not  de- 
ceived by  my-  information)  to  bi^ve  re- 
mained for  weeks  together  at  Ostend, 
sorting  his  goodsfrom  India,  and  selecting 
those  best  calculated  foi-  an  active  impor- 
tation into  this  country*.  (Mr.  Lushington 
called  out,  *  Name,  name.')  Mr.  Maver, 
sir,  your  uncle's  partner.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  commented  much  upon  the 
affidavit,  and  the  memorials  presented  by 
me  to  the  treasuiy«    The  affidavit  recapi- 


tulafeed  th(B  joint  concern  of  Constant^ 
Piion,  and  myself ;  it  really  only  clahned 
•ne-thin):  of  that  joint  concern ;  and  it 
asserted  that  no  Fsenchman  had  an  inters 
est  in  that  one-third,  or  in  any  part  ol'  the 
skip,  or  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  But  he 
might  have  gone  fovther ;  for  Piron  uevei 
paid  a  shilling  ;  and  was  only  introduced 
by  €ona(aBt  to  have  an  eventual  prafit,  oi 
to  bear  &  sknilar  loss  :  and  it  was.  in  the 
time  of  perfect  peace .  when  this  adventure 
commenced  in.  China. — ^Now>  as  to  the 
memorial,  which,  only  asserted  that  I  un^ 
advisedly  entered  upon  these  voyages  tc 
India*,  and  that  I  did  not  know  I  wa»  in« 
fractipg.  any  general  kmr  of  the  country 
hot  a  law  pnrtially  pnotecting  the  Indie 
compaay,  who  had  ooontenanced  and 
pnotected.  me  in  the  vei^  ultimatum  o\ 
these  specuiatioosa  I  never  went  ckmdes' 
tinely  to  Ibdia.;  h  kept  no  part  of  my 
transactionsx there  a  sAeret  at  home;  all 
the  papers  which  are  upon  your  table 
were  printed  fourteen  years  ago^  and  were 
before  the  court  of  appeals^  where  some 
ofithe  highest  characters  then  in  England 
saAf.  and  were  convened  several  times  on 
tkas  subject.  They  saw  all  the.  depositions; 
and*  must  hvue  been  satis&ed  that  no  idea 
of  smuggling,  in  tiie  true  acceptance  of  the 
word,  could  have  existed.  When  the  me< 
reorial  was  presented  by  me  to  die  lords  oj 
the  treasury^  it  was  accompanied  by  aij 
the  docomentswhich  are  before  the  house, 
aad  all  thathad  been  adnujUed  at  Doctor' j 
Coramona ;  it  was  presented  in-  the  admi- 
nistrationi  preceding  Mr.  Pitt's!  last  admi< 
nistratien ;  and  ceitsunly  under  the  mosi 
inauspicious  circumstances,  for  I  was  ai 
that  moment  acting  in  opposition.  Thi 
papers  v«re  rsforred.  by  Mr.  Serjeant,  one 
of.  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  to  the 
king's  proctor,  and  his  report  was  made 
before  the  close  of  that  administration  : 
the  king's  proctor  had  been  the  pvootor  oi 
captain  Robinson  during  the  whole  of  hii 
controversy ;  he  had  been  his  legal  ad< 
viser  fromthe  moment  he  first  seised  the 
Etrosco  till  the  suit  was  concluded  ;  ami 
therefore,  I  contend,  that  as  an  honest  man; 
reporting  in  his  official  situation,  as  proctoi 
to  his  majesty,  he  should  have  reported 
every  circumstance  «whiph* appeared  tc 
him  derogatory  or  flagitious  in  my  con* 
duct;  and  in  point  of  gratitude  to  captair 
Robinson,  as  his  proctor,  he  should,  as  fai 
as  he  conscientiously  could,  have  reported 
in  such  a  way  as  to  have  obtained  the 
greatest  remuneration  for-  him  and  th^ 
least  for  me.;   hia  not  having  done  soi 
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wiien  my  political  conduct  must  h^ve 
been  so  obnoxious  to  the  then  existing  ad- 

•  ministration,  is,  T  submit,  a  conclusiye 
argument  that  my  claim  was  just.  As  to 
Mr.  Constant,  he  had  received  in  the  year 
1768,  10,000/.  and  in  1800,  2197/.  which 
sums,  with  the  legal  interest  to  which,  in 
the  hands  of  a  merchant,  it  was  justly  en- 
titled, would,  before  I  received  one  farth- 
ing, have  amounted  to  16,000/.  and  yet  I 
Bever  asked  him  for  a  halfpenny,  nor  did 
it  strike  him  that  it  was  right  to  offer  me 
one,  daring  the  five  years  it  was  doubted 
whether  1  should  receive  a  farthing.  His 
plea  that  I  did  not  pay  thirty  thousand 
dollars  into  the  treasury  is  ridiculous  ;  be- 
cause we  had  more  money  oflered  than  we 
could  dispose  of,  as  our  remittance  was  so 
Tery  superior  to  the  public  remittance  at 
Canton.  Grant  all  which  Mr.  Constant 
claimed,  52>000  dollars,  in  which  is  in- 

,  eluded  Piron's  bond;  he  had  bul  an  inter- 
est originally,  even  allowing  the  highest 
exchange  on  his  dollars,  of  about  15,000/. ; 
and  yet  he  received  16,000/.  before  I  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  My  loss  is  the  ship, 
which  by  the  papers  before  the  house,  is 
valued  at  20,000/.  the  freicht  27,000/.  the 
19,000  dollars,  which  is  oetween  5  and 
6,000/.  and  my  individual  property,  sche- 
dule B,  ]  0,000/.  making  in  all  63,000/. 
and  what  I  have  received,  with  what  I  am 
to  receive,  will  amount  to  about  1^,000/. ; 
and  as  Mr.  Charnock  was  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer by  his  respondent  bonds,  I  went  in 
1794  to  his  executor,  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
him,  and  my  own  solicitor,  as  trustees ; 
agreeing,  after  all  the  expences  I  had  been 
at  in  England,  in  pursuing  this  cause, 
were  paid  out  of  the  grant,  to  divide  the 
remainder,  upon  the  principle  of  a  general 
average ;  by  which  means  1  shall  probably 
not  retain  more  than  two  or  three  thou- 
sand pounds  exclusive  of  the  demands  I 
have  cancelled  on  this  property.  It  has 
been  erroneously  stated  that  captain  Ro- 

«  binson  got  no  remvineration  from  the 
crown  ;  that  fact  I  deny  ;  he  received  all 
his  expences,  which  he  stated  at  0,000/. 
Now  if  the  treasury,  instead  of  granting 
me  a  warrant  for  23,000/.  with  a  lien  upon 
it  of  captain  Rol)in8on's  expences,  had, 
independant  of  the  one  third  share  of  the 
joint  concern  which  was  condemned  to 
him,  granted  him  a  warrant  for  6,000/. 
out  of  the  sum  which  was  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  then  not  one  word  could  have  been 
said  upon  the  subject.  From  this  state- 
ment I  hope  the  disposi(,ion  of  the  trea- 
sury will  be  considered  just  ^  it  restored 
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to  me  part  of  the  remains  of  my  wrecked 
fortune,  all  earned  by  my  own  exertion, 
and  not  taken  from  the  fund  or  exertion  of 
any  individual  whatever.  To  you,  sir, 
and  to  the  house,  I  return  my  piost  «incere 
thanks  for  the  patient  indulgence  1  have 
experienced  ;  and  I  trust  that,  in  retiring 
from  this  house,  which  I  believe  to  be  the 
invariable  practice  for  members  in  my 
situatiim,  the  hon.  gent,  will  not  again 
accuse  me  of  absconding  from  justice. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  asked  the 
hon.  mover,  whether  he  meant  to  bring  a 
charge  against  sir  Home  Popham  or  the 
government  f 

The  Speaker  put  it  to  the  house,  whether 
there  could  be  a  doubt  that  the  motion,  as 
it  was  worded,  conveyed  a  personal  charge 
against  sir  Home  Popham.---Sir  Home  hav- 
ing retired, 

Mr.  Long  complained  of  tjie  manner  in 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  brought  forward 
this  charge  against  the  treasury.  If  the 
hon.  gent,  would  prefer  a  distinct  charse 
against  himself,  he  should  always  be  ready 
to  meet  it ;  if  against  his  late  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  there  were  others  in  the 
house  much  better  qualified  to  defend  that 
illustrious  and  lamented  character  than 
himself.  Of  many  of  the  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  gent,  he  Mras  per- 
fectly ignorant  until  the  agitation  of  this 
subject.  He  was  ignorant  that  any  charge 
of  smuggling  had  been  imputed  to  the 
hon.  captain,  for  no  such  charge  had 'been 
made  in  captain  Robinson's  memorial ;  be 
was  ignorant  that  the  hon.  captain  had 
pleaded  in  bar  to  an  action,  the  illegality 
of  the  transaction  in  which  he  had  been 
concerned.  The  hon.  gent,  declared  that 
this  was  a  misapplication  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  hiis  principal  object  was 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  that  misappli- 
cation in  future.  He  then  proceedeci  to 
state,  that  the  hon.  captain  had  deceived 
the  treasury,  and  had  acted  under  that  de- 
lusion. This  he  positively  denied.  The 
treasury  had  not  been  deceived.  He  was 
willing  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  of 
the  aiiair  on  himself;  for  ori  the  closest 
re -examination  which  he  had  been  able  to 
make  of  the  subject,  he  was  satisfied  that 
'  the  treasury  had  acted  on  the  soundest 
!  principles;  that^they  must  have  done  what 
I  they  did,  even  to  an  indifferent  person ; 
hnw  much  more  to  a  man  so  well  known 
by  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
public  !  What  was  the  case  ?  After  a  liti- 
'  gation  of  ten  years,  a  part  of  the  property 
-W9fs  restored  to  the  neutral  proprietors ;  a 
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part  was  allotted  to  the  captors ;  a  part 
was  forfeited  to  the  crown  hy  the  laws 
aecaring  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company  having  been  violated.  But  who 
were  the  soflferers  by  this  violation  ?  the 
East  India  Company.  Did  they  appear  to 
feel  mu^h  injury  ?  No.  Did  they  institute 
any  prosecution  in  consequence?  No.  Did 
they  present  any  iQemorial  on  the  subject? 
Ko.  Did  they  interfere  in  any  way  what- 
ever respecting  It  ?  No.  Was  it  not  evi- 
dent, then,  that  they  were  willing  to  allow 
a  relaxation  of  the  laws  in  which  they 
alone  were  interested  ?  Nor  was  this  sur- 
prising :  these  laws  were  made  at  a  time 
when  a  company  was  formed  in  the  Aus- 
trian Netherlands,  which  the  East  India 
Company  feared  as  a  rival.  This  was  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  century. 
In  1725,  however,  that  company  was  sus- 
pended, and  in  1731  totally  abolished. 
Since  that  period,  it  was  notorious  that 
British  subjects  had  been  engased  in  trade 
in  tlie  East  Indies.  What,  in  mimess,  was 
to  be  inferred  from  the  recommendation 
of  the  hon.  captain,  by  the  government  of 
India,  to  the  court  of  directors?  Either 
that  the  government  of  India  thought  that 
they  sustained  no  injury  by  the  iiJraction 
of  the  law ;  or,  if  any  injury  had  been 
sustained,  that  it  was  counterbalanced  by 
the  services  rendered  to  the  Company  by 
the  hon.  captain.  The  only  case  at  all 
analogous  to  that  of  the  Etrusco,  was  that 
of  the  Walsingham  packet,  and  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  In  the  former,  half  was 
given  to  the  captors,  and  half  to  the  ori- 
ginal proprietors;  in  the  latter,  a  third 
was  given  to  the  captors,  and  the  re- 
mainder, to  the  original  proprietors.  If 
the  treasury  had  acted  otherwise  than  they 
had  done  to  the  hon.  captain,  they  would 
have  made  his  case  an  exception.  What 
be  had  received  was  not  a  reward  for  a 
violation  of  the  law ;  it  was  a  restitution 
of  a  small  part  of  his  depreciated  pro- 
perty.— ^Adverting  to  the  continuance  of 
the  ^oa.  captain  on  the  continent  after  the 
•eizure  of  the  Etrusco,  of  which  circum- 
stance such  an  unfair  advantage  had  been 
taken  by  the  hon.  gent,  he  read  the  letter 
from  the  duke  of  Yoric  to  lord  Spencer, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
which  his  royal  highness  described  the 
extraordinary  exertions  of  Mr.  Popham 
when  with  the  British  army  in  Holland, 
and  recommended  him  most  strongly  to 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  postrcaptain. 
He  also  read  the  answer  of  lord  Spencer, 
who  informed  his  royai  highness  that,  he 
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wonld  take  the  earliest  opportunity  oi 
complying  with  his  request,  and  that  he 
should  feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  pro< 
moting  an  officer  who  had  deserved  so  well 
of  his  country.  The  present  was  a  most 
serious  accusation  against  the  treasury 
board  ;  against  that  great  man  (Mr.  Pitt), 
whose  purity  of  character  neither  the  voics 
ot  party  nor  the  breath  of  calumny  itseli 
had  ever  attempted  1o  sully.  It  was  his 
pride  and  sattsiaction  to  reflect  that  he 
had  been  publicly  connected  in  the  same 
administration,  and  that  he  had  been  ho- 
noured by  the  private  intimacy  of  that 
illustrious  character,  <who  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  splendid  career  had  been 
distinguished  by  the  most  inflexible  in- 
tegrity, by  the  highest  sense  of  honour, 
and  by  the  most  perfect  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  his  country.  If  the  hon.  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  thought  crimmation 
and  recrimination  the  be^t  way  of  employ- 
ing the  time  of  the  house,  he  could  have 
no  objection  to  it  If  not,  he  could  not 
see  the  object  of  the  present  motion.  If 
they  thought  to  gain  a  triumph  over* a 
former  government,  now  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  it 
was  no  more,  he  might  regret  that  their 
defence  had  fallen  into  such  weak  hands 
as  his,  but  he  must  at  the  same  time  say, 
that  the  triumph  was  not  founded  in  jus* 
tice.  He  could  declare  with  truth,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  alluded  to  could 
never  have  been  induced  to  accede  to  such 
a  measure  from  unjust  motives.  He  also 
should  not  do  justice  to  the  gallant  officer 
if  he  did  not  declare,  that  he  had  seen  him 
uniformly  actuated  by  a  strict  sense  of  in- 
tegrity, the  highest  honour,  and  the  utmost 
devotion  to  the  service  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  declared  that  he  should 
never  be  deterred  by  the  dread  of  recri- 
mination from  submitting  what  he  esteemed 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  ofier  to  the  house.  He 
was  sorry  the  gallant  officer  could  not  be 
present ;  but  as  what  he  had  to  say  would 
depend  on  the  documents  alone,  he  could 
easily  inform  himself  on  the  subject.  He 
had  stated  on  a  former  night,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  that  officer  to  be  captain  of 
the  fleet  under  admiral  Gambier  had 
created  the  utmost  disgust  throughout  the 
navy.  He  did  not  state  so  without  docu- 
ments on  which  to  ground  his  assertion ; 
and  he  thought  he  could  not  do  better  than 
read  a  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
addressed  to  admiral  Gambier  on  this  oc- 
casion. The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  a  remonstrance  to  lord 
I      3C 
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Qtimbier^  from  ad^ikaU  Hood»  Keates, 
and  Stqpfofd,  Qo  the  sub^ebt  of  that  ap^ 
poiiitment>  aod  contesded  that  this  docu- 
ment fully  jttsti&ed  the  expre«ions  Ke  had 
used  on  the  former  occasiom  The  bfotk, 
gent,  was  proceeding  to  some  observations 
iieap^ting  the  question  relative  to  the 
'Rochfort  squadron,  Vrhea  he  was  called  to 
Order  by 

Mr.  JFtikslf!^  FqI<,  who  contended  that 
there  was  no  connexion  between  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hoo.  gentleman  and  the 
quebUon  befote  tl)e  hoUse ;'  at  the  same 
time  declaring,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  miset  the  oon.  gent,  upon  the  topic  to 
which  he  had  'f«ferr^d>  whenever  it  should 
be  brought  Ite^larly  before  the  house. 

The  Speaker  observed*  that  as  the  ex^^ 
pir^sstQns.  uj^d  by  the  hon.  gentleman  on 
a  firmer  occasion  had  been  adverted  ta, 
lie  was  perfectly  in  order  in  explaining 
these  expressions,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  had  used  thefeni    It  would  be  for 
the  hoh.  genti  bowener,  to  decide  how  far 
hia  statefenent  «iftght  to  be  carried  for  the 
purpose  of  such  e3q)lanation. 
*  Mr.  OSfkrqfi  was  not  dibsposed  to  proceed 
&rtheir  eo  the  aubfect,  as  his  «bjeot.  had 
eilly  beeh  to  shew  that  tli^  case  he»  had 
urged  was  supportifd  by  undoubted  autho- 
ijiy.    liie  -slrottld  conclude  by  d^iclaiing 
that,  as  the  case  of  his  hon.  friend  seemed 
Id  him  to  be  fully  madie  out,  he  shoald 
^  yjGiid  in  support  of  his  veselutions. 
,  The  i^Mvooiir  6?eiMmf  (sir  John  Ni«^holls) 
would  not  discharge  his  duty  to  the  house, 
^  nor  ti>  the  memory  of  that  illustrious  indi*- 
i^dutal  who  was  ilow  Unfortunately  no  moire 
(Mr.  Pitt),  if  tie  did  not  state  to  tbe  house 
the  greondB  of  the  opinion  upon  which  he 
had  recommended  the  grant.    Ever  since 
this  subject  had  bfeen  first  mentioned,  he 
^  had  foil  persohaliy  embarraMed  with  re- 
spect to  Uie  matter.    It  had  been  said, 
that  the  grakit  had  been  made  upoti  i  re- 
luctant npeit  irf>in  the  king's  advocate ; 
but  BO  far  from  that  having  been  the  ease, 
the  report  conlcladed  without  expressing 
.    any  opinion,  whifch,  Dii  so  noVel  a  case»  the 
law  officers  who  signed  the  report  were 
ftot  competent  to  giVe.     On  so  grave  a 
question  as  the  exercise  of  the  inquisito- 
rial power  of  that  honse  respecting  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  it  was  im- 
portant to  ke^p  in  view  the  object  x^  the 
motion.    That  object  was  a  censure  on  tiie 
conduct  of  a  late  admbiistratton  for  an 
improvident  grant  t>f  "money,  in  opier  to 
prevent  a  simiiat  act  in  ^ture.    It  was 
Hafortonale  for  say  indlviiiiai  to  be  tte 


oi^ect  of  aecusatiaa  in  that  house*  biit  it 
was  particuldrly  unfortunate  for  him  to  be 
incidentally  or  collaterally  the  subject  of 
charge,  when  the  merits  of  a  charge  against 
government  were  made  to  dep^d  upon  hia 
merits  or  demerits.    This  was  more  parti-> 
ciilarly  the  case  when  the  accusation  wan 
founded,  in  part,  upon  letteis  which  had 
been  that  night  ftrst  read  to  the  house.    It 
was  not  strictly  correct  to  call  the  grant 
in  this  case  a  misapplication  of   public 
money ;  it  was  the  king's  nloney;  though 
he  would  not  say  that  the  house-might  nol 
inquire  into  any  improvident  appropriatioa 
of  such  a  fund.    The  grant  was  not  a  do- 
nation or  a  reward,  but  a  remission  of  a 
forfeiture,  and  there  had  been  many  cases 
in  which  that  house  complained  of  the 
rigid  enforeelnait  of  forfoitures.    The  ex- 
ercise of  JQstice  with  mercy,  the  preroga- 
tive of  pardoh,  tsr  remitsion  of  forfeiture, 
was  one  of  the  brightest  jewels  in  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  #hich  that  house 
would  be  least  disposed  to  interferle  with, 
-^ach  was  the  chai^cter  of  the  act :  next 
was  to  be  consid«lied  the  character  of  the 
forfeiture.    The  Etfus^^^  on   her  return 
froihi  QuttoH^  hkHi  beeh  detailed  and  ad- 
judged forfoilt  10  the  croivil  in  the  prize 
court,  for  a  violaticvi  of  the  monopoly  of 
the  East  India  compsMV^    This  haSd  been 
the  first  case  of  the  kind  which  had  occur- 
red ;  for,  according  to  the  laws  respecting 
the  East  fal^ia  CoiKk^aWy,  the  foifoitares 
are  to  that  company  and  not  the  c^wn. 
And  if  ever  there*  had  been  a  tase  in 
which  liberality  should  hate  been  exier- 
cised  with  respect  to  the  forfeiture,  it  was 
this.    As  judge«>  th%  house  ought  to  talft' 
itito  its  constdei^ition  what  had  been,  at  the 
time  of  this  tvaa^action,  the  state  <of  the 
£a8t  India^ompany.    From  the  i^c^ease 
of  ih^ir  teriitoiy,  they  invited  forei^^rt 
to  enj^e  in  their  tiid^,  dnd  eVen  cod- 
nived  at  British  subjects  embatitifig  in  Iti 
The  hon.  officer  who  ^as  the  Aubj^ct  of 
this  charge  had  been  engaged  ill  the  tthde 
in  icomman  ^th  Othef   mit^  MlijetW 
aod  ofiicerB,  and  nst^gtiised  as^  BhTltliih 
officer    by  the   company's    gbvM*]ftfiietit 
in  india,  in  the  retsbmal^kliiiatjibii  t«  the 
cenrt  «f  direbtor^Do  apply  "fer^MttiolioB 
for  him  to  tbe  adttiimlty,  in  coti8et|%i^)}e' 
of  his  servieea.    As  to  the  thfttge  bf  lAdu^' 
gUng,  it  had  hev«r  bem  \tf ged  1ft  the  Wholi 
pkroghsss  of  the  eauae  by  anv  bf  th«  ^t*^ 
cates,  nor  l^ve^  in  cwpt.  I^b&i^H's  iSkktU^ 
rial  i  the  former-  had  too  riiXich  U«tie7%t»f 
the  iatter  wat  too  mticih  df  a  |raitle#iMi 
to  a{)ply  aach  4  d(sg«Btikig«e«lit»  ikh^ 
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cums|iMO#  of  iwir  oy  five  out  of  3^00  cherts 
of  te9k  b«io9  d^Uvfured  out  «f  the  ship  ^t 
Dungeaoity  •  whikt  the  captoui  had  goBe 
on  shore*  He  contended,  that  fay  the  loss 
cf  30,000  L  fdp  Home  PonbaiB  had  aefier- 
ed  suffioieat  punjahneat  .tor  the  illegality 
of  the  transaction.  Hia  whole  pvoporty  in 
the  veasel  ameuated  to  63,000^.  the  go<* 
Ter-nqient  woAiM  gi^e  him  back  but  25,0002. 
a^d  had  reatored  to  hia  bnt-kS  or  \^,omi,; 
ap  that  he  traa  a  hisev  to  the  amount 
of  ^,000^.  Besidea,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered how  f^x  he  had  expiated,  by 
anbsequent  aenricea,  this  ofieiice.  The 
India  eoaipany*  inaonsible  of  any  injury, 
had  not  prosecuted  him ;  and  though  the 
public  mighk  be  intereated  in,  this  question. 
It  appeared  by  the  papore,  that  he  had,  on 
the  relief  of  Toumay  and  Ghent,  contf i- 
fanited  to  aave  muoh  public  property,  as 
abo  to  fitcilitate  the  retreat  of  the  aitny. 
la  consequence  of  these  services  he  had 
been  recomBieaded  by  the  commaiider  ia 
chief  for  promotion,  to  lovd  Spencer,  wh^ 
had  esfvesaed  his  aati^foolion  at  pvomot- 
iag  an  officer  that  had  porfonned  such  ser- 
vica  to  this  ooofitry.  Looking  io  such 
aevTiee^  he  was  sure  the  bouse  weald  not 
think  of  the  itoyage  to  the  £ast  Indies  ; 
aad  therefore  he  had  iio  hesitation  to  say, 
that  the  grant  was  an  act  of  justice  oa  the 
part  of  his  majesty.  But  it  had  been  said, 
that  it  was  ai^  act  of  injustice  to  capt.  Ro- 
bin.sou.  That  officer,  however,  had  had 
the  enemy's  part  of  the  property,  con- 
demned to  the  captors;  but  could  have  no 
light  whatever  to  that  part  of  it,  which, 
from  belongiag  to  a  British  subject,  was 
forfeited  to  the  king.  Besides,  the  seizure 
of  this  vessel  was  not  what  oo^ht  to  be 
called  a  capture,  and  the  act  itself,  in  the 
noad  of  Qstend,  had  giv^n  rise  to  a  qaes- 
tion  of  territory  which  had  not  h^n  de- 
cided fop  four  years.  The  captora  bad 
th^  reward  in  the  eondismaaftion  of  M. 
Be  Piroa's  part  of  the  legal  property ; 
i^id  it  was  the  fault  of  capt.  Kohinson,  if 
he  had  aot  yet  brought  in  a  bill  of  costs 
that  could  hie  allowed,  if  he  had  not  re- 
oeived  them.  On  the  whole^  therefore,  he 
thought  the  grant  an  act  of  justice  to  sir 
Home  Popham,  and  that  neither  Mr.  Pitt, 
aor  hia  board  of  treasury,  was  deserving 
of  censure  for  having  advised  hia  majesty 
to  remit  the  forfeiture. 

Mr.  Windham  said>  before  he  went  into 
the  general  question,  lie  would  set  aside 
same  of  those  abstract  topics  which  had 
been  vrosd  at  a  knd  of  stoppage  to  in- 
foivf.    Thoaatapi^wapo two m number; 
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the  first  relating  to  sir  Home  Popham>  tli 
second  to  the  tKoaaary;  casting  hlam 
upon  both,  he  difl  aot  see  how  these  tw 
pointy  could  be  separated ;  he  could  nc 
see  haw  the  housa  coald  censure  the  af 
phcation  of  the  HK>ney,  without  at  th 
same  lima  cenauviag  the  hoa.  captain : 
might  as  well  attempt  to  separate  the  hoi 
oaptain  fiKmi  himself,  as  from  the  misaf 
pbcation  of  which  he  waa  the  cause.  J 
was  oonteidbed,  however,  that  this  went  t 
cast  blanse  upon  a  great  man  now  no  more 
no  penoa  eould  so  thiak  who  had  eithc 
witaessed  the  progress  of  the  traasactioi 
or  heard  the  way  in  which  it  had  bee 
opened  that  evening,  h  had  been  distinct 
ly  stated,  that  on  the  motion  of  an  hoi 
baronet  concerning  the  Droits  of  Adm 
ralty,  an  objection  had  been  made  to  th 
raotiott  as  not  tending  to  instance  any  pai 
ticular  abuse  which  bad  existed ;  on  whic 
the  hon.  member  who  opened  this  debate 
immediately  instanced  the  case  of  sir  I 
Pophann  and  thus  had  the  present  raotio 
prrginatad.  Now,  surely,  no  person  coul 
say  that  any  disrespect  was  meant  to  th 
lata  Mr.  Pitt  in  this  airoidental  occurrenc 
But  even  if  it  did  cast  any  ireifection  c 
thatr  great  man's  memory,  it  was  not  o 
that  account  to  be  abstained  fi^m. — Tl: 
questfon-  had  been  so  ably  and  so  full 
discussed  by  the  hon.  member  who  ha 
opened  the  debate,  that  there  was  litti 
left  for  him  to  remark  upon':  he  wishe 
however  to  notice  what  had  fallen  froi 
the  learned  gent  who  had  last  sat  dowi 
just  to  examine  a  few  of  hi»  broad  gener 
principles.  He-sat  out  by  attempting  t 
extenuate  tha  abuse,  which,  however,  Y 
admitted  was  iilegal.  Indeed^  it  was  n 
very  groat  ooaeession,  after  it  had  bee 
proved  so  by  a  decision  of  the  court :  th 
question  then>  was;  what  had  ministers  dor 
with  the  public  money?  Had  they  dit 
posed  of  it  venially  ^  m  ;  they  even  ac 
mitted  it  had  been  given' to  a  culprit ;  bi 
then,  indeed,  they  warned  to  diminish  b 
ofience,  to  bring  him  just  a  little  beloi 
the  foot  of  smuggling,  he  had  only  innc 
cently  landed  five  chests  of  tesH-for  chesi 
read  boats — ^for  boats  to  that  number  ha 
been  seea  plying  to  and  fix>  the  who) 
night.  He  did  not,  however^  wish  to  d( 
scend  to  minutim ;  be  would  go  at  one 
on  the  broad  principle  of  guilt,  which  w< 
the  illegal  traffic.  Of  this  there  was  sul 
stantial  and*  tangible  evidenoe — a  d^e] 
well-ooRcerted,  scheming,  fraudulent  svi 
tern,  such  as  never  came  more  clearly  b^ 
fore  a  oourtof^  jostioe  I  k  was  aot»  hov 
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erer,  injurious  to  the  country ;  at  least  the 
hon«  captain  did  not  think  it  was.    What ! 
was  he,  on  his  own  self-sufficiency^  to  fly 
in  the  face  of  an  existing  charter,  and 
judge^  forsooth,  what  was  or  was  not  ad- 
vantageousy  contrary  to  the  will  and  es* 
tabtisbment  of  the  legislature  ?  Alas  !  we 
know  what  his  self<^ willed  course  can  lead 
the  nation  to  already  ;  we  have  fatally  ex- 
perienced ajcountry  plunged  into  unwished- 
ibr  war,  by  the  whim  and  caprice  of  his 
itnrestratned  and  lawless  direction.     But 
one  would  think,  on  hearing  the  statement 
which  had  been  made  to-night,  that  capt 
Bobinson  had  been  very  well  o^to  escape 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial-— for  doing 
what  ? — merely  his  duty; — ^for  catching  the 
smuggler,  as  he  had  been  ordered.     Thus, 
the  man  who  did  his  duty  was  ruined, 
while  he  who  violated  the  law  was  enrich- 
ed !  But,  says  the  advocate  general,  what 
has  poor  sir  Home  done  ? — Oh  dear,  luck- 
less man,  only  a  little  innocent  smuggling 
-ronly  a  little  illicit  traffic ;  that  was  all ; 
and  indeed,  well  did  it  deserve  remunera- 
tion, while  the  conduct  of  the  man  who 
acted  conscientiously  was    stigmatized  ! 
What,  is  that  the  way  you  deal  with  poor 
oO'enders  ?  Is  that  the  merciless  risour  of 
your   tyrannical  revenue  laws  ?  Woe  to 
the  humble  offender  who  comes  under 
their  cognizance !  Woe  to  the  mercy  which 
will   betide  defenceless  poverty !    What 
was  due  to  the  hon.  captain  in  this  afiair  ? 
Why>  the  most  be  could  expect  was  mercy, 
indulgence,  tbrbearance.    And  were  those 
debts  to  be  paid  before  the  debt  of  justice 
due   to  capt.  Robinson?  Are  we  to  give 
the   guilty  indulgence,  while. we  punish 
the  innocent    But  it  seems  there  is  no 
precedent.     Is  there  therefore  to  be  ho 
rule  ?  The  general  plea  of  merit  is  then 
set  up  as  a  forlorn  hope ;  and  is  this  to  be 
,.  set  up  against  capt.  Robinson?  Because 
there  was  no  resistance  made,  is  he  to  be 
punished,  when  we  certainly  know  that  to 
be  the  case  as  to  him,  which  we  as  certainly 
know  not  to  be  the  case  as  to  sir  Home — 
that  he  was  innocent  ?  It  was,  however, 
unfair  to,  take  the  subsequent  exploits  of 
.  sir  Home,  and  place  them  as  a  set-off 
against  his  antecedent  guilt ;  and  if  we 
strip  him  of  his  -subsequent  honours,  what 
shall  we  leave  him  ?  Oh !  his  achievements 
in  Holland :  these  were  of  a  mixed  de- 
scription— ^naval,  military,  and  commer- 
cial ;  and  in  the  commercial  he  was  quite 
at  home,  standing  on  his  own  ground,  too, 
near  Ostend.    Is  it  on  account  qf  these 
x^anoeuvres^  we  are  to  reward  him  for  his 


smuggling  with   18,0001.  and  leave  bt» 
captor  destitute,  without  even  sufficient  to 
defray  the  sums  which  he  expended  in 
bringing  the  colprit  to  conviction?  The 
£ast  India  Company,  it  seems,  tiiougb,  did 
not  prosecute,  and  for  a  very  good  reason ; 
because  they  saw  him  supported  by  men 
who  had  rendered  them  essential  services^ 
not  on  account  of  sir  H<»ne'8  personal 
merits — ^not  because  hk  chose  to  employ 
his  leisure  hoars  in  an  illegal  trade— not 
on  account  of  his  ardent  zeal,  as  it  had 
been  called  by  his  friends,  in  the  porsnit 
of  gain.    And  here,  he  most  remark,  thai 
this  was  not  a  very  noble  alternaUve  for  a 
naval  officer  to  turn    to — ^this  generous 
thirst  of  making  money  even  in  a  mercan- 
tile, honourable  way,  was  not  looked  on 
very  kindly  by  the  navy  as  a  resource  for 
its  officers:  much  less,  he  was  sure,  would 
it  applaud  downright  and  illicit  smof^ing. 
— ^As  to  the  reference  which  had  been  made 
to  Copenhagen,  and  the  satisfaction  his 
appointment  gave — to  all  which  had  been 
said  on  that  subject,  the  letters  read  by  his 
hon.  friend  were  as  sufficient  an  overthrow 
as  the  fire  of  a  line  of  battle  8hip> would 
be  to  a'  cock  boat.    He  deprecated  the 
dreadful  eflfects  which  the  naval  character 
must    experience,    from    the    impression 
which  most  be  made  on  it,  by  decking  out 
in  laurels  the  det^raded  object  of  a  court 
raanial's  censure — by  giving  to  sir  Home 
Popham  a  pension  of  600/.  per  annum, 
while  so  many  much  more  meritorous  of- 
ficers were  left  without  distinction.     He 
denied  that  lord  Spencer's  letter  expressed 
any  positive  opinion  of  the  hon.  captain's 
merit,  but  merely  stated  his    happiness 
that  the  duke  of  York  had  promoted  so 
able  an  officer  as  he  (the  duke  of  York), 
conceived  sir  Home  to  be.     This  was> 
surely,  no  peremptory  opinion  of   lord 
Spencer's,  and  it.  could  not  be  expected 
that  he  was  to  fly  in  the  duke  of  York's 
face,  and  tell  him  he  was  wrong. .  The 
right  hon.  gent,  concluded,  by  declaring 
that  he  should  vote  this  grant  to  be  a  misap- 
plication of  the  public  money ;  because  it 
was  degrading  to  the  navy,  setting  a  bad 
example  to  future  treasuries,  and  ^ving 
fraud  the  retribution  due  to  merit. 

The  ChanceUoT  qf  the.  Exchequer  did  not 
feel  it  necessaiy  to  say  much  af)»r  the 
very  able  speeches  of  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friends.  He  differed  from,  the 
right  hon.  gent*  who  had  spoke  last,  as  to 
the  proprietyof  separating  the  act  of  the 
treasury  from  the  >  consideration  of  the 
merits  as  sir  Home  Pophamiy  although  he 
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would  admit;  that  there  wa»  a  connection 
between  both  so  far  as  the  board  of  trea- 
sury had  co§^nizance  of  the  circumstances. 
Bui,  was  it,  possible  by  any  torture  of  in- 
genuity, to  apply  to  the  conduct  of  the 
treasury  what* the  right  hon.  genu  had 
said  respecting  Buenos  Ayres  ?  The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  introduce  such  an  ex- 
traneous topic,  but  was  it  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exciting  a  prejudice  against  an  in- 
dividual, whose  credit,  honour,  and  cha* 
racter,  were  at  issue  ?  Was  this  justice,  or 
was  it  candour  ?  Though  the  hon-.  gent, 
who  had  brought  -tbrwaid  this-  question, 
had  declared,  that  -he -was  actuated  by  a 
sense  of  duty  in  promoting  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  expenditure  -of  the  public  money, 
and  was  reluctantly  constrained  to  advert 
to  the  conduct  of  an  iiidividual,  yet  ninC'* 
'  tenths  of  his  speech  had  been  taken  up 
with  a  personal  attack  upon  that  hon.  of- 
ficer. He  would  now  suppose,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  what  he  should  after- 
wards deny  in  fact,  that  the  hon.  officer 
had  been  convicted  of  the  illicit  trade ; 
and  that  the  delivery  of  five  or  six  chests 
of  tea  atDungeness,  H  years  ago,  could 
be  considered  as  an  aot  oi  smuggling : 
was  that  a  circumstance  that  could  apply 
to  a  charge  upon  the  government  of  Mr. 
Pitt  ?  Or  if  a  dilatory  plea  had  been  en- 
tered in  the  progress  of  an  action  upon  the 
respondentia  bond,  was  the  house  to  feel 
so  scrupulous,  on  the  score  of  morality,  as 
to  take  notice  of  it  ?  Would  it  be  consider- 
ed criminal  enough  to  attract  the  notice  of 
that  house,  if  a  man  were-  to  turn  round  a 
corner  of  a  street  to  avoid  meeting  a  cre- 
ditor ?  Were  they  to  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
pel from  among  them  a  person  who  might, 
so  long  as  14  years  since,  have  been  con- 
iierned  (ti  a  smuggling  transaction  ?  How- 
ever highly  he  valued  the  feelings  which 
the  right,  hon.  gent,  had  alluded  to,  he 
oould  not  agree  that,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
when  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy  had  only 
a  naked  subsistence  upon  half-pay,  any  of 
them  who  might  enter  into  the  merchant 
service  should  be  consigned  to  dishonour. 
It  was  injustice  to  sir  Home  to  introduce 
these  topics,  when  the  charge  was  brought 
against  the  government :  and  they  could 
not  proceed  to  a  censure  upon  an  indivi- 
dual without,  following  it  up  by  some  vin- 
dictive consequence.  The  substance  of 
the  charge  was  against  the  conduct  of  the 
late  treasury,  though  there  were  many 
weighty  phrases  afifecting  the  hon.  officer, 
vhich  the  house  codld  n6t  agree  to,  un- 
\m  coupled  with  some  substantive  charge 


against  him.  In  the  year  1795  the 
right  honourable  gent,  did  not  think  so 
lightly  as  he  appeared  at  present  to 
do  of  the  services  of  the  gallant  ofiicer 
in  securing  the  retreat  of  the  army ;  nei- 
ther had  the  noble  lord  whose  letter  had 
been  alluded  to,  and  who  had  not  forgot- 
ten those  services  so  soon  as  the  right  hon. 
gent.  It  was  not  his  intdhtion  to  speak  of 
capt.  Robinson  but  with  resf^ct,  yet  the 
right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  exaggerate  his 
services.  The  right  hon.  gene,  had  said; 
that  that  captain  had  been  sent  out  with 
orders  to  detain  the  Etrusco.  Had  the 
right  hon.  gent,  really  read  the  papers 
upon  which  he  was  to  decide  as  a  judge  ? 
Could  he  say  that  any  statement  of  such 
orders  was  to  be  found  in  these  papers } 
[It  was  here  said  across  the  table,  that  the 
fact  might  b^  true  though  not  in  the  pa- 
pers.] Had,  then,  the  right  hon.  gent,  not 
only  decided  himself,  but  endeavoured  to^ 
make  the  house  decide  upon  a  statement, 
whieh  he  did  not  know  to  be  correct }  Had 
he  proceeded  upon  these  grounds  against 
an  individual  whose  honour  and  character 
were  at  issue,  and  upon  which  he  was  to 
pronounce  as  judge  ?  What  had  been  done 
in  this  case,  was  every  day  done ;  and 
even,  as  his  learned  friend  near  him  in- 
formed him,  had  taken  place  by  a  remis- 
sion of  forfeitures  in  nine  difierent  causes 
that  day  in  the  court  of  exchequer. — ^Af- 
ter stating  the  proportion  condemned  to 
capt.  Robinson,  and  restored  to  sir  Home 
Popham,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended,  that  ^ere  never  had  been  a 
case  in  which  money  was  more  properly 
assigned.  If  any  gentleman  could  place 
his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say,  that  he' 
believed  the  government  had  acted  fi*om 
corrupt  motives,  he  would  vote  for  the 
censure.  But  he  deprecated  the  general 
charge  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of 
the  various  instances  of  misapplication  of 
these  fiinds,  as  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  injurious  consequences.  Afler  a  few 
observations  on  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  traffic  which  had  been 
charged  as  illicit,  the  right  hon.  gent,  con* 
eluded  by  expressing  his  confidence,  that 
the  house  would  meet  the  Resolutions  by 
a  direct  negative. 

Mr.  WkUbread  said,  that  the  groitnd  on 
which  the  misapplication  of  1 8,000/.  was 
defended  was,  that  large  sums  of  money 
had  been  voted  for  other  purposes ;  but 
extravagance  in  one  respect  was  no  vin- 
dication of  prodigality  in  another.  It  was 
complained  that  the  affiUr  at  Copenhagea 
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VSI9  introdueed  as  a  aert  of  episode  to 
tbesd  charges ;  and  yet  so  fond  was  t^e 
ga^Unnt  o6^er  of  taking  a  voyage  thither^ 
that  before  he  proceeded  to  t^  Kast  Indies 
in  •  hi^  narrative>  he  paid  a  visit  to  that 
oapital.  The  plain  truth  of  the  case  was, 
that  the  gallant  officer  was  not  a  proper 
object  of  the  public  generoaity,  and  in 
the  chastest  senst  of  the  tenn  corrupt,  this 
mpn^y  distributed  tohjm  was  imprudently, 
improperly,  and  corruptly  applied }  and  in 
fac(  he  was  in  the  situation  of  a  guilty 
person  by  his  own  confession.  He  said, 
that  by  distress  he  was  driven  into  Bom- 
b|ty ;  that  there  meeting  with  other  traders 
engaging  in  illicit  commerce  under  the 
sp^me  flag,  he  followed  their  example. 
Supposing  a  man  were  forced  into  Hoons- 
low  by  a  storm,  and  he  were  there  to  meet 
with  some  highwaymen  who  had  taken 
shelter,  would  it  he  any  jastification  for 
hi(n  at  his  trial  that  be  had  followed  their 
example  ?  Ye(^  such  was  the  vindication 
hazarded  by  the  gallant  officer.'  This  cvas 
i)ot  the  only  curious  proposition  with  which 
the  house  was  amused.  The  gallant  gen-? 
tleman  said  that  while  he  was  a  British 
officer  he  was  all  honour,  when  he  was  a 
mcrcaiitile  advonturer  he  was  all  interest. 
Such  was  his  ingenious  distinctioB,  and  yet 
while^  he  was  thu9  engagSd  in  mercenary 
pursuits,  he  assertod  that  he  was  a  loser  of 
40,000/.  It  might  be  a  question,  if  the  hon. 
gentw€ire  worth  40»000/.  at*  the  period  to 
whiqh  h^  $idverted.  What  had  been  his 
situs^tion  in  1792  ?  He  had  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  two  years,  but  not  returning,  he 
\vas  struck  op  the  list.  Afterwards  he 
was  restored  to  it^  aqd  introduced  to  a 
command  whiqb  he  held>  he  believed,  con- 
trary to  the  sen^  and  inolina/tiion  of  the 
qavy.  Then  he  was  tried  ^  after  his  trial, 
he  enjoyed  a  new  and  lucratiye  appoints 
mentj  and  now  he  had  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing the  KJng'd  Advocate  for  his  own. 
Besides  all  this^  he  had  been  complimented 
in  tb0/  £ast  Indies^  welcomed  at  Lloyd^ 
distinguished  by  a  tbreign  potentate,  and 
bad  received  ^  most  flattering  eulogy  from 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York.  Not- 
witbsU^ing  all  this  weight  and  accumu^ 
httion  of  honours,  he  must  pei'severe  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  public  money  had 
]^een  misapplied,  and  th&t  these  resolu- 
tions ought  to  receive  the  saactioh  of  the 
house. 

Aft^r  a  short  reply  from  Mr.  Lushing  ton> 
the  house  divided. 

For  the  Besolutiens  •  >    -    57 
\Ag«insttbem-    -    r    -    -  1126 
Majority      .    -    -    -  6Q 


HOIVB  OB  COMMONS. 

Widmndny,  June  1. 

[BvneBT-r-LoAN.]  llie  house  having 
resolved  itself  into  a.  committee  of  Ways 
and  Meansy 

The  CkmaUar  qf  ikt  Exehequtr  sdid,  that 
before  he  staled  thb  terms  imon  which  he 
had  ouitraoted  for  the  Loan  mr  the  service 
of  tl^e  present  vear,  he  should  Portly  re- 
capitulate the  different  heads  of  Suf^y  and 
of  Ways  and  Means^  viz. 

SUPPUBS.  <£• 

Nary  r    -.    -    •    -    -^    i-    •  17,4^6,047 

Army 19,430,149 

Ordnance      ------    4,534,^71 

Miscellaneous  -'.---  1,750,000 
East  India  Conpasy  -  •^  -  1,500^000 
Swedish  gobsidy  ...  -  1,1011,000 
Vote  of  Credit 2,500,000 


Total  JQsnt  Charge  -  c£.48^31M07 
SbpasateChabcis  of  Geiat  Bbitaiii. 

Deficiency  of  Malt, 

1806  -    -    -    -      275,845 

Interest  on  Exche- 
quer Bills,  1808  1,4OO,O€0 

£s:€he9^er  Bills  not 

fuiifM  ^    -    -    4,024»200 

Five  pter  cents,  1797, 
to  be  paid  off  -       153,606 

5,855,741 


Total  Supplies  -  54,175,548 
Deduct  Irish  proportion  of  Sup- 
ply and  Civil  List  -.  -  «•  5,866,515 
Totol  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  ■  i     ■ 

Britain <f.  48,306,033 

Ways  and  Mbavs.  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

Duty  on  Mah  aiad  Pensions  £,  3,000,000 

Bank  Advances  .,    ^    -    -    -  3,500,00Q 

Unappr«priate<i  Sovplus  of  the  ' 

CousoUd.  Fond  at  5th  April  726,876 
iistimated  Surplus  of  ditto,  to, 

5  th' April,  1609  -    -    -    -  3,500^000 

Surplus,  Ways  &  Means,  1807  2,253,1 1 1 

War  Taxes 20,000,000 

Lottery    <------  300^060 

£i&ohe<|iier  Bills  to  be  issued 

to  replace  Bills  not  funded  4,5OQ|00O 

Do.  for  the  East  India  Company  1 ,50Q/XX> 
Exchequer     Bills,     part    of 

lO^qcg^OQi.     charged     oa 

Aids  1809,  to  replace  tho 

like  Amount  on  Aids  1808, 

which  has  been  funded  -    -  1,161,100 

Loan  - .-•  8,000,000^ 


^«*< 


JB.  48,441,081. 
SufifdieB  «-  £.4^i06M^ 


BFJ' 


Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means  £.       1 36^048 
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After  thus  recapitnlatiiiff  the   tau^itiilB 
heads  of  Supply  and  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  the  year>  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proceeded  to  state  to  the  com- 
mittee the  terms  on  which  he  had  coA* 
tracted  for  the  Loan.    Tbie  siUn  borrowed 
for  England  and  Ireland  was  ten  milHotls 
and  a  half,  of  which  eight  w^fe  for  thift 
service  of  this  country.    The  whole  sum 
was  to  be  funded  in  the  4  per  cents>  and 
the  contractors  for  every  lOOtk  advanced 
to  the  public  were  to  receive  1 18/.  3th  Od, 
stock :  so  that  the  public  paid  for  eve^y 
100/.  capital,  4/.  14$.  6|(/.  interest.     In 
consequence  of  the  loan  of  ten  million  and 
a  half,  there  was  a  capital  of  debt  created 
to  the  amount  of  12,408,375A  from  which, 
after  deducting  a  proportion  of  2-17th8 
for    Ireland,   making    2>954,575/.    there 
would  k-emain,  as  a  permanent  biirden 
vpon  Great  Bnlain>  0,4i4>0()0/.  and  ate 
annual  charge  for  intetiest  of  475,530/. 
In  addition  to  this,  in  consequence  of  the 
Iheasure  of  funding  four  millions  of  exche*- 
quer  bills>  there  was  a  capital  debt  cheated 
iH  4,250,215/.  and  an  annual  charge  for 
interest,  including  the  sinking  fEund  and 
management,  of  253,247/.     So  that  the 
sum  to  be  provided  for  by  taxes  was : 
For  the  Interest  of  the  Loan  -  ,£.475,536 
For  the  Interest  of  Exchequer 

Bills  funded -  25!3,247 


Making  a  total  of  -  72B,783 
For  this  Annual  Charge  he  meant  to 
provide  in  the  following  manner : 
Short  Annuities  fallen  in  -  ^  £,  375,000 
Annual  Saving  on  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Debt  -  -  -  •  65,000 
Increase  upon  the  Assessed  Taxes  1 20,000 
Stamp  Duties    --.-'--  170,000 

<£.  730,000 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next 
proceeded  to  state  the  effect  which  had  been 
produced  by  the  financial  measures  adopted 
m  the  course  of  the  year,  and  contended, 
that  from  funding  four  millions  of  exche^ 
quer  bills,  when  stocks  were  at  63{,  and 
l^y  borrowing  ten  million  and  a  half  in 
the  four  instead  of  the  three  per  cents, 
there  had  resulted  a  saving  to  the  public 
^f  four  millions  of  capital  debt;  and  that 
by  the  single  measure  of  contracting  for 
liie  loail  in  the  four  per  cents,  there  was 
t  sating  of  3,100,000/.  capital  debt ;  and 
iiitb  a  saving  in  the  annual  charge,  of 

r;  besides  the.  advantage  of  being 
I  the  debt  at  comparatively 
Actable  loss,    He  conchidea 


hts  statement  with  moving  a  Resoktion, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  towards  providing  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  tiie  year,  it  is  expedient  to  ena- 
ble his  majesty  to  raise  eight  millions  by 
Way  of  annuities  for  Great  Britain,  and 
two  millions  and  a  half  for  Ireland* 

Mr.   Ttehiey   said,    he    observed,    that 
there  was  one  million  of  the  loan  for  Ire- 
land still  to  be  provided  for :  1,500,000/. 
was  to  be  by  loan  fVom  the  Bank  ;  but, 
he  hoped  the  other  million  was  not  to  be 
raised  by  exchequer  bills,  in  which  case 
there  would  be  an  issue,  on  that  head,  all 
together  of  six  millions  more  than  the  or- 
dinary grant.    As  to  the  loan,  he  tongra-» 
tttlated  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  terms 
on  which  it  had  been  contracted  ^  he  was 
fi&r  fh)m  having  expected  ally  such  t  cer« 
tainly,  the  terms  were  ad  good  for  the 
country  as  the  public  GOttld    have    ex- 
pected.   He  cduld  by  no  means  agree, 
however,  thai  this  advantageous  bargain 
was  to  be  attribtrtcid  to  the  circumstance 
of  its  having  been  made   in  the  four 
rather  than  the  three  per  cents.  PreviouiT 
to    the    bidding,   the    four    per   cdftts. 
had  stood  at  ^4,  odd ;  and,  in  eontem« 
platioti  oF  it,  fell  to  82|.  ^  He  Was,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  tok,  would  not  the  Contrac- 
tor's for  the  loan  have  been  disposed  to 
make   an  equally    good  bidding  1ft  the 
three  per  cents. }  Would  they  not  be  wil- 
ling to  contract  in  a  stock  they  wished^ 
rather  than  in  one  they  did  not  wish  to 
bid  for  ?    Nearly   about  the  sam^  sum 
would  redeem  the  stock  in  the  one  fond  aa 
in  the  other.    The  right  hon.  geht.  how- 
ever, said  there  was  a  great  saving,  fit>m 
his  mode  of  contracting  for  the  loan.  There 
was  so,  as  the  right  hon.  gent,  ccmceived 
it,  but  not  as  he  (Mr.  T.)  viewed  the  ques- 
tion.   There  was,  undoubtedly,  a  saving 
as  to  the  one  per  cent,  if  the  loan  had 
been  negotiated  in  the  three  per  cents. ; 
but,  if  this  measure  had  been  adooted,  to 
answer  the  one  per  cent,  there  would  have 
been  a  saving  or  30,000f.  per  ann.    As  the 
bargain  was,  however,  he  again  t^ongratu- 
lated  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  terms  on 
which  it  had  been  contracted  ;  and  he 
Conmtulated  the  country  on  the  pleasing 
consideration  that  there  were  men  in  it 
disposed  to  shew  such  confidence  intho 
country  as  to  conclude  a  loan  on  such 
terms. 

Mr.  Htmkisson  alluded  to  the  terms  en 
which  the  two  funds  might  be  redeemed  ; 
and  argued,  that  the  bidding  in  the  fbur 
per  cents,  was,  froiii  that  aingU  clrcam* 
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ftaoce,  more  adTintageoiu  to  tbe  ooantrv.  tmeet  any  thing  that  the  right  boo.  gcni 


He  also  argiM*d,  that  by  this  mode,  the 
finking  fand  lor  the  next  year  would  be 
encreased  rather  than  decreased,  and  would 
amount  to  1  -55th  part  of  our  whole  debt. 
He  stated,  as  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  this  circumstance  in  providing  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  <^  course 
lessening  the  deprivations  to  which  the 
people  were  obliged  to  submit,  that,  where 
we  formerly  borrowed  money  at  the  rate 
of  SL  7s.  per  cenL  we  now  borrowed  it  at 
the  rate  of  4/.  14«.  ;  so  that  there  washere 
a  saving  of  upwards  of  SL  per  cent,  per 
annbm. — ^Afier  some  further  conversation 
between  sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  Hoskisson, 
and  Mr.  Tiemey,  the  Resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

[Conduct  of  Mabuuis  Wellxslet — 
Carnatic  Question.]  On  the  motion  of 
sir  Thomas  Turton,  the  order  for  resuming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Camatic 
Question  (see  p  392),  was  read.  No  per- 
son risinff  to  speak,  the  question  was  put 
on  the  nrst  Resolution,  and  the  gallery 
was  cleared  for  a  division ;  but  Mr.  She- 
ridan havine  suggested  to  sir  T.  Turton  to 
withdraw  his  Rnolutions  of  fact  and  dis- 
tinct charges,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole 
matter  more  satisfactorily  to  issue,  on  the 
general  qyestion^  whether  lord  Wellesley's 
conduct  in  the  trstusactions  with  respect  to 
the  Camatic,  was  or  was  not  consistent 
with  justice,  or  with  the  character  and  ho- 
nour of  the  British  nation?  a  debate  arose 
on  this  proposition,  on  which  strangers 
were  again  admitted.  When  the  gallery 
was  re-opened, 

'  Mr.  Welkal^  Pole  was  speaking.  He 
had  no  objection  to  come  to  issue  this  or 
any  other  night  upon  any  charge  the  right 
honi  gent,  or  any  other  person,  might 
have  to  prefer  against  lord  Wellesley.  He 
would  not  sit  silent  when  it  was  insinuated 
that  his  noble  relative  or  his  friends  wished 
to  stifle  inquiry.  It  was  no  evidence  of  a 
disposition  to  blink  the  question,  that  lord 
Wellesley's  friends  were  desirous  to  come 
to  the  vote  without  provoking  a  fresh  de- 
bate. The  debate  on  the  former  night 
had  closed  with  a  speech  from  an  hon. 
member  (colonel  Allan),  who  had  been  an 
eye-witness  of  the  transactions  in  tbe  Car- 
natic,  and  who  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  lord  Welleslev,  declaring  the  whole 
of  the  matter  contamed  in  the  charges  to 
be  gi'oss  and  unfounded  calumnies.  In 
the  full  confidence  not  only  of  the  inno- 
cence, but  of  the  highly  meritorious  con- 
duct of  lord  WeUesTey,  he  was  ready  to 


(Mr.    Sheridan)  had   to   urge«   howevej 
awful  it  may  beto  contend  with  tbe  ^eal 
talenu  and  eloqoence  of  that  rigbt^hon 
gent,  matoied  and    methodized  on    thii 
question  by  a  six  years  preparation.     He 
knew  the  magnitude  of  the  powers    h« 
should  have  to  contend  with,  but  io   the 
cause  of  truth  he  should  not  be  de6cient 
in  boldness.     He  knew  he  expressed  him- 
self warmly  on  this  subject;  but  daring 
the  last  six  years,  and  more  partiGularly 
during  the  last  three  years,  he  bad  exhi- 
bited, as  every  one  must  allow,  no  small 
stock  of  patience.     He  did  not  pretend   to 
be  so  callous  as  not  to  feel  indignation 
when  the  hon.  baronet  who  brought  these 
chargessaid,  that  lord  Wellesley's  conduct 
in  India  had  been  such  as  to  convince  him 
that  no  man  could  retain  honour  or  honesty 
in  that  country.     The  hon.  baronet,  in 
thus  expressing  himself,  only  used  his  par- 
liamentary pi  ivilege  of  freedom  of  speech, 
but  he  had  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  that 
privilege  in  using  language  which  he  dared 
not  use  elsewhere.     He  contended,  that 
the  judgment  of  the  house,  however  pro- 
nounced, after  the  discussion  and  investi- 
gation that  had  taken  place,  would  be  deci- 
sive of  the  case.    If  the  decision  should 
be  unfavourable   to   lord  Wellesley,  he 
would  bow  to.it  as  a  fair  .condemnation  ; 
if  it  should  be  favourable,  he  would  rely  on 
it  as  a  full  and  iair  acquittal.     He   was 
convinced  that  lord  Wellesley  had  been 
actuated  by  no  principles  but  a  regard  for 
the  honour  and  interest  of  his  country ; 
and  in  this  conviction  he  boldly  met  those 
accusations,  which,  if  he  thought  them  at 
all  founded  in  fact,  he  should  shrink  from, 
.and  hide  his  .face/  at  a.  distance  from  this 
house  and  from  the  society  in  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  associate. 

Mr.  Sheridan  resi-etted  that  the  hon. 
gent,  had  so  totally  misconceived  him. 
He  had  never  said  that  that  hon.  gent,  or 
any  of  his  friends,  were  anxious  to  blink 
the  question ;  but  he  had  said  the  very 
reverse.  He  had  said,  too,  what  he  would 
repeat,  that  moving  the  previous  question 
was  not  the  way  to  obtain  for  the  noble 
marquis  the  honourable  and  satis&ctory 
investigation  so  much  wished  for  by  bis 
friends.  It  was  not  directly  meeting  the 
very  serious  charges  brought  against  that 
noble  lord.  As  to  the  part  he  took  in  tbe 
present  question,  the  hon.  gent,  knew  well 
that  he  could  not  be  influenced  by  any. 
other  motive  than  ^a  sense  of  public  duty. 
As  to  the  fraternal  intemperance  of  the 
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hon.  gent,  he  was  willing,  if  not  to  approve 
at  least  tooverlook  it ;  at  the -same  time  he 
ilenied  that  any  thing  had  ever  fallen  from 
him  that  went  to  impeach  the  private  moral 
character  of  the  noble  marquis;  though 
he  always  thoaghtyind  was  still  of  opinion, 
ihat  that  noble  lord  betrayed  too  ohen  a 
mischievous  ambition,  that  might  be  ulti- 
mately ruinous  to  the  British  interests  in 
the  East.  He  would  repeat  his  wish, 
•that  the  worthy  baronet  would  wave  his 
antecedent  Resolutions,  and  come  at  once 
to  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  as  to  lord 
Wellesley's  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
Carnatic. 

Mr.  Welkdey  Pole  stated,  that  when  the 
hon.  batronet  had  opened  his  Resolutions, 
an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Wallace),  gave 
notice  that  be  would  move  the  previous 

Question  on  the  Resolutions  of  fact,  and  a 
irect  negative  on  the  criminating  Reso- 
lution, for  which  he  proposed  to*  substitute 
a  resolution  of  approbation. 

Sir  John  Aasiruiher  thought  it  a  Aiost  ex- 
traordinary proceeding,  that  after  the 
•course  just  stated  should  have  been  laid 
down  in  the  presence  of  the  right  hod. 
gent,  a  fortnight  since^  and  he  had  heard 
it,  and  was  ready  to  speak  on  it  without 
exception,  he  all  at  once  came  forward 
this  night  to  reverse  all  that  had  been 
done,  and  substitute  a  general  question. 
Nothing  but  the  previous  question  would 
be  ^  proper  proceeding  on  some  of  the 
Resolutions.  The  others  were  to  be  met 
jdirectly  in  the  most  decided  manner. 

Mr.  fValiace  felt  himself  warranted  by 
the  practice  of  parliament  in  proposing 
the  previous  question  on  the  Resolutions 
of  fact.  To  the  criminatory  Resolution 
he  proposed  a  direct  negative,  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  with  a  Resolution  of  approbation. 
There  could  be  no  question  that  a  decision 
on  these  Resolutions  would  fully  convey 
the  sense  of  the  house.  The  hon.  baronet 
who  opened  the  charge,  and  every  other 
person  -who  spoke  on  the  question  treated 
of  it  in  its  full  extent. 

Sir  ThomoM  Turton  considered  that  his 

Resolution  ought  to  be  agreed  to  without  a 

question.    On  the  fourth  Resqlution,  which 

was  criminating,  he  thought  the  house 

ot^ht  to  go  into  a  committee.     Finding 

that  the  Kesohitions  were  to  be  met  in 

ihifl  mamver,  he  should  divide  the  house 

on  every  one  of  them  ;  and  on  the  fourth, 

^puinating  lord  Wellesley,  not  personally, 

hia  acts,  he  should  again  state  to 

his  ffesBODtfor  confirming  the 


The  question  being  calied  for,  the  house 
divided  on  the  first  Resolution.'  Two  di- 
visions then  took  place  in  succession.  That 
on  the  first  Resolution  was 

For  the  previous  question,    -     102 
For  the  Resolution     -    -    -       18 

Majority  -  -  — 84- 
On  the  second  Resolution,  the  numbers 
were 

For  the  previous  question    -     109 
For  the  Resolution     -     -     -      21 

Majority       -    -      — ^8 
For  about  an   hour  after  this  strangers 
were  excluded  from  the  gallery.     On  our 
return  we  found '  ^ 

Mr.  G,  'Johnstone  addressing  the  house, 
and  condemning  in  strong  terms  the  con- 
duotpursued  towards  the  young  prince  ot" 
theCdrnatic,  Ally  Hussian,  whu  had  been, 
for  no  crime,  punished  with  greater  seve- 
rity than  was  merited  by  the  guilty  person 
who  had  preceded  him ;  and  no  man  could 
entertain  a  doubt  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  came  by  his  end,  after  be  had 
been  given  into  the  power  of  another 
prince.  It  had  been  asked,  whether  the 
govermnent  of  India  would  put  a  young 
man  upon  the  throne  of  the  Carnatic,  who 
was  suspected  not  to  be  cordially  their 
friend  ?  If  there  was  any  foundation  for 
that  argument,  it  was  one  of  much  greater 
validity  for  excludini'  Omdot  ul  Omrah. 
The  father,  who  possessed  his  inheritance 
in  the  greatest  splendour,  had  much  more 
means  of  doins:  mischief  than  his  son.  An 
hoil.  gent,  who  spoke  on  a  former  debate 
had  greatly  misrepresented  the  fact  when 
he  said  the  Nabob  of  the -Carnatic  owed 
his  power  to  the  East  India  Company.  At 
one  time  it  was  owin^  to  the  assistance  the 
Company  received  from  the  nabob  Wal- 
lajah,  that  our  existence  was  preserved 
along  the  coa^Jt  bordering  on  his  territo- 
ries, when  the  French  attacked  us  near 
Fort  St.  David.  It  was  said  the  nabobs 
were  only  a  sort  of  lords,  and  that  they  had 
no  authority  in  the  country.  The  very  con- 
trary of  this  was  the  fact.  The  nabob  was 
a  legitimate  sovereii^n,  and  the  East  India 
I  Company  acknowledged  him  as  such,  by 
holding  teiTitory  from  him. — The  hon, 
gent,  then  entered  into  a  history  of  vari- 
ous transactions  in  India,  to  shew  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  principles  and  prac- 
tice of  our  government  at  former  periods, 
to  keep  possession  of  the  territory  of 
native  princes.  At  the  conclusion  of  a 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultf  un,  his  teiTitories, 
jvrhich  we  had  taken  possession  of  during 
hostilities,  were  restored  to  him.  In  op- 
SD 
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eambiier*  from  ad«kak  Uood»  Keates, 
and  Stqpford,  oa  t^e  aubyett  of  that  ap- 
poiaUBeat>  ao<i  cootevded  that  this  docu* 
meat  fuUy  jusitiied  the  expreMions  he  had 
used  on  th«  former  occasionv  The  hon. 
gent  was  proceeding  to  soiiie  observatioDs 
respecting  the  question  relative  to  the 
Bochfort  squadron^  Vrhen  he  was  called  to 
4>rder  by 

Mr.  WtUeslfy  iW«,  who  contended  that 
there  wai  no  connexion  between  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
<}iiebtion  befol>e  the  hobse ;  at  the  same 
time  declariflff,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  mbet  the  hon.  geilt.  upon  the  topic  to 
which  be  had  r^ferrbd,  whenever  it  shoiiid 
be  brought  Ifegularly  before  the  house. 

The  Speaker  observed*  that  as  the  ex-^ 
pr^ssions.  ujM  by  the  hon.  fentleman  ^an 
a  firmer  occasion  had  been  adverted  to, 
he  was  perfectly  in  order  in  explaining 
these  expVessions,  and  the  ^^unds  upon 
which  he  had  used  thekuv    It  would  be  for 
the  hoh.  genti  however,  .to  decide  how  far 
his  stateknent  Wight  to  be  carried  for  the 
purpose  of  sach  explanation. 
«  Mr.  CAicrqft  was  not  d^iosed  toproGeed 
fiartheir  on  the  aal^ieot,  as  his  objeot.  had 
only  beeh  to  shew  that  1^  case  h»  had 
urged  was  supported  by  undoubted  autho* 
ijiy.    He  ahould  eondude  by  declaring 
that,  as  ttte  case  of  his  hon.  friend  seemed 
to  him  to  be  fully  madie  out,  he  shoald 
^  vMie  in  support  of  his  neaelutioos. 
.  Ti»  Advocate  Goieraf  (sir  John  NichoUs) 
ilFOuld  not  discharge  his  duty  to  the  house^ 
^  Bor  tb  the  ntemorf  of  that  illustriotts  indi<- 
i^dual  who  was  now  unfortunately  no  mke 
(Mr.  Piti),  if  hie  did  not  state  to  tbe  house 
the  grotHtds  of  the  opinion  upon  which  he 
had  recommended  the  grant.    Ever  since 
this  subject  had  bleen  first  mentioned,  he 
^  had  lelt  persohally  embarrassed  wtlh  re- 
spect to  the  matter.    It  had  been  said^ 
that  the  gnkA  had  bean  made  upeli  t  re* 
luctant  re^port  ^)in  the  king's  advocate ; 
but  BO  far  from  that  having  been  the  ease, 
the  repott  codacluded  without  expfesang 
I    any  opinion,  whsSch,  oil  so  noVel  a  case*  the 
law  officers  who  signed  the  report  were 
ftot  competent  to  giVe.     On  so  grave  a 
question  ais  the  exorcise  of  the  inquisito- 
rial power  of  that  house  respecting  the  ex-* 
penditure  of  the  public  money,  it  was  im- 
portant to  ke^p  in  view  the  object  of  the 
motion.    That  object  was  a  censure  on  the 
conduct  of  a  late  admhsistration  for  an 
improvident  grant  of  money,  in  oider  to 
prevent  a  similar  act  in  ^ture.    It  was 
uafortonale  for  any  kidi;riA«al  ta  be  the 
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olyect  of  actusattarii  in  that  honae>  but  i\ 
was  particularly  unfortunate  for  him  to  be 
incidentally  or  collaterally  the  subject  oi 
charge,  when  the  merits  of  a  charge  against 
golpemBient  were  made  to  dep^id  upon  bis 
merits  or  demerits,    l*his  was^more  parti- 
cularly the  case  when  the  accuaatiott  i^as 
founded,  in  part,  upon  ktteis  wbicrb    had 
been  that  night  ftrst  read  tn  the  house.     It 
was  not  strictly  correct  to  call  the  grant 
in  this  case  a  misapplication  of    public 
money ;  it  was  the  king's  money;  though 
he  would  not  say  that  &e  house^mii^t  not 
inquire  into  »iy  improvident  appropriation 
of  such  a  fukid^    The  grant  wm  not  a  do- 
natio or  a  reward,  but  a  remissioo  of  a 
forfoiture,  aivd  thare  had  been  many  cases 
in  which  that  bouse  complained  of  the 
rigid  enforeelnenf  of  forfeitures.     The  ex- 
ercise of  juBtice  with  mercy,  the  preroga« 
tiVe  of  plardoh,  or  remitsioa  of  forfeiture, 
was  one  of  the  brightest  jewek  in   the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  #hi<(^  that  house 
would  be  least  disposed  to  interfere  with. 
-^ach  was  the  chtMNLcHer  of  the  act :  next 
was  to  be  consid«tied  the  chnracter  of  the 
fbrfoiture;    The  Etfus^v^^  en   her  return 
from  G^teil)  bad  beeh  detained  and  ad- 
judged foi^tt  to  th6  crown  in  the  prize 
court,  for  a  violatkiin- of  the  monopoly  of 
the  last  India  company^    Thi6  had  been 
the  first  case  of  the  kinil  which  had  occur- 
red ;  for»  according  to  the  laws  respecting 
the  East  India  Company,  the  foifoitures 
are  to  that  company  and  not  the  cvown. 
And  if  ever  there*  had  been  a  t^ase  in 
which  liberality  sltoutd  h&te  been  exer- 
cised with  respect  to  the  forfoiturd>  it  was 
this.    As  judges>  the  h6use  ou^t  to  take 
into  its  considemtion  what  had  ^eil,  at  the 
time  of  Uiis  transaction,  the  statte  of  the 
East  India  company.    From  the  ikici^eese 
of  fcheir  tenitory,  they  invited  for^gners 
to  engage  in  their  ti4d«,  ^d  even  con- 
nived at  Britif^  sdbjeccs  embaitiAg  in  It. 
The  hon.  officef  vrhb  ^^s  thfe  ^abject  of 
this  charge  had  been  «nfaged  Ite  \he  vMe 
in  •commea  with  dtheir  Mlilih  sabjetiB 
and  o^-ers,  and  net^gtiised  ^\  Bh^lHfeh 
officer    by  the   company's    gbv^-nfiieiit 
in  india,  in  the  reiebmmiHlilattbh  t^  tbe 
court  «f  dinfettorif  to  ap}>1y^^Mlli(yilon 
for  him  to  die  admimlty,  in  cc^ise^li^fMie 
of  his  serviced.    As  to  the  cMiI'g^^f  st^uk^*' 
ghn^  it  had  tiever  been  Verged  lathe  ^M 
pl-ogjiBss  of  the  eause  by  lai^  bf  tk  aiiyb* 
cates,  nor  ev^  ifft  cttttt.  ]ftftbto««'s  Ift^tiM^ 
rial  \  the  former  hm  too  m\ich  ^ttt^J  «Af 
the  latter  was  too  ttincih  6f  a  ^ttefliM, 
to  apply  MchtEi  dl8(||0iiliki|[«e«bt^ilK«iN 
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cui|is|9aoi  of  iwir  <Kr  Ave  out  of  3^00  cheats 
of  tea  beiog  d^Uvered  out  «f  the  ship  ^x 
Dui^neas,  whibt  the  captoin  had  goae 
on  Sihore.  He  ecmlended  that  by  the  bss 
cf  30,000  L  ^F  Home  Po^tnni  had  sofier- 
ed  suiiiQieiit  puniAhfloent  .for  the  illegality 
G^  the  transaction.  Hia  whale  property  in 
the  ve«iel  amaiwted  la  69,000^.  ihe  go-* 
ver^went  womM  give  him  back  but  25,000i. 
and  bad  reitorad  to  hia  bntlS  or  \^QOOl.; 
80  that  he  wa&  a  haser  toi  the  amaunt 
ci  45,0001.  Besides,  it  ought  to  be  eon- 
sidered  how-  far  he  had  expiated,  by 
anbsequent  sevrices,  this  oftelice.  The 
India  company,  insensible  of  any  injury, 
had  not  prosecuted  htm ;  and  though  the 
public  mghk  be  intereated  in  this  question. 
It  appear^  by  the  papers,  that  be  had,  on 
the  relief  of  Tournay  and  Ghent,  contii- 
famted  to  save  anuoh  public  property,  as 
also  to  Militate  the  retreat  of  the  army. 
I&  consequence  of  these  servioes  he  had 
been  reoommeaded  by  the  cemmaader  in 
chief  for  promotion,  to  lord  Spencer,  wh<^ 
had  expressed  his  sati^ibolion  it  piemot- 
ing  an  officer  that  bad  performed  soch  ser- 
ried to  this  conn  try.  Looking  to  such 
aarTiees*  he  was  sure  the  house  weold  not 
think  of  the  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  ; 
and  therefore  he  had  no  hesitattoja  to  say, 
that  the  grant  was  an  act  of  justice  on  the 
part  of  his  majesty.  But  it  had  been  said, 
that  it  was  an  act  of  injustice  to  capt.  Ro- 
binson. That  officer,  however,  had  had 
the  enemy's  part  of  the  property,  con- 
demned to  the  captors;  but  could  have  no 
right  whatever  to  that  part  of  it,  which, 
from  belonging  to  a  British  subject,  was 
fiNrfeited  to  the  king.  Besides,  the  seizure 
of  this  vessel  was  not  what  ought  to  be 
called  a  capture,  and  the  act  its^tf,  in  the 
ooad  of  Qstend,  had  giv^n  rise  to  a  qnes- 
tion  of  territory 'which  had  not  h^n  de- 
cided for  four  years.  The  captora  had 
thehr  reward  in  the  condemnation  of  M. 
De  Piron's  part  of  the  legal  property ; 
^nd  it  was  the  fault  of  capt.  Kobinson,  if 
be  had  not  yet  brought  in  a  bill  of  costs 
diat  coold  bie  allowed,  if  he  had  not  re- 
ceived them.  On  the  whole^  therefore,  he 
thought  the  grant  an  act  of  justice  to  sh* 
Home  Popham,  and  that  neither  Mr.  Pitt, 
nor  his  board  of  treasury,  was  deserving 
of  censure  for  having  advised  hia  majesty 
to  remit  the  forfeiture. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  before  he  went  into 
the  general  question,  be  woold  set  aside 
same  of  those  abstract  topici  which  had 
been  nrnd  as  a  bind  of  stoppage  to  in- 
V^tf*    Thasatapi^weratvvomnaaibar; 


the  first  rekiting  to  sir  Home  Popham^  the 
second  to  the  tveaaury;  easting  blame 
upon  both,  he  did  not  see  how  these  two 
pointy  could  be  separated ;  he  could  not 
see  bow  the  houa&  could  censure  the  ap« 
plication  of  the-  money,  without  at  the 
same,  time  cenanring  the  hon.  captain :  it 
might  as  well  attempt  to  separate  the  hon. 
captain  ftam  himself,  as  from  the  misap-^ 
plication  of  which  he  was  the  cause.  It 
was  contended,  however,  that  this  went  to 
cast  blame  upon  a  great  man  now  no  more ; 
no  person  eauld  so  think  who  had  either 
witnessed  the  progress  of  the  transaction, 
or  heard  the  way  in  which  it  had  been 
opened'  that  evemng.  It  had  been  distinct- 
ly statisd,  that  on  the  motion  of  an  hon. 
baronet  concevning  the  Droits  of  Admi- 
ralty, an  objection  had  been  made  to  the 
motiett  as  not  tending  to  instance  any  par- 
ticular abuse  which  bad  existed ;  on  which 
the  hon.  member  who  opened  this  ^^eb^e, 
immediately  instanced  the  case  of  sir  H. 
Popham^  and  thus  bad  the  present  motion 
onginatsd.  Now,  surely,  no  person  could 
say  that  any  disrespect  was  meant  to  the 
lai»  Mik  Pitt  in  this  ai^oidental  occurrence. 
But  ^ven-  if  it  di<^  cast  any  Reflection  on 
that  great  man's  memory,  it  was  not  on 
that  account  to  be  abstained!  from. — ^The 
question-  bad  been  so  ably  and  so  fully 
discussed  by  the  hon.  member  who  had 
opened  the  debate,  that  there  was  little 
left  for  him  to  remark  upon*:  he  wished 
however  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from 
the  learned  gent,  who  had  last  sat  down, 
just  to  examine  a  few  of  hia  broad  general 
principles.  He-sat  out  by  attempting  to 
extenuate  the-  abuse,  which,  however,  he 
admitted'  was  iilegal.  Indeedf,  it  was  no 
very  eneat  ceneessk>n,  after  it  had  been 
proved  so  by  a  d(ecision  of  the  court :  the 
question  then  was,  what  had  ministers  done 
with  the  public  money?  Had  they  dis- 
posed of  it  venially  ?"  No  ;  they  even  ad« 
mitted  it  had  been  given- to  a  culprit;  but 
then,  indeed,  they  wanted  to  diminish  his 
ofience,  to  bring  him  just  a  little  below 
the  fact  of  smuggling,  he  had  only  inno- 
cently landed  five  chests  of  tea — ibr  chests 
read  boats — ^for  boats  to  that  number  had 
been  seen  plying  to  and  fVo  the  whole 
night.  He  did  not>  however,  wish  to  de- 
scend to  minutiae ;  he  would  go  at  once 
on  the  broad  principle  of  guilt,  which  was 
the  illegal  traffic.  Of  this  there  was  sub- 
stantial and'  tangible  evidence — a  deepj 
well-concerted,  scheming,  fraudulent  sys- 
tem, such  as  never  came  more  clearly  be« 
fore  w  couit  afi  justice  I  U  Mn»  no^  hoaPi 
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interference  of  the  Company,  and  Ihat 
war  and  misery  resulted  to  the  people  from 
the  anibitioA  and  usurpation  of  their  go- 
vernments: that  af(er  a  long  course  of 
faithful  and  honourable  alliance  on  the 
part  of  those  nabobsj  their  posterity  have 
been  degraded  without  cause  or  justice  : 
that  this  act  of  violence  has  carried  its 
own  punishment,  for  that  we  receive  fewer 
resources  by  our  possession  of  the  Camatic 
than  we  formerly  derived  from  the  willing 
hands  of  the  nabob.  Sir,  believing,  as  1 
couAcientiously  do,  that  the  exact  reverse 
of  these  propositions  is  the  truth ;  that  the 
Company  owe  nothing  to  the  Either  of 
Mahomed  Ally ;  that  to  himself  they  were 
uniformly  benefactors  and  protectors;  that 
all  the  faith  in  the  alliance  with  him  was 
on  their  part,  and  all  the  treachery  on  his; 
and  that  after  a  long  course  of  suflieriug 
and  distress  from  his  evil  counsels,  they 
have  done  what  true  policy,  a  just  construe* 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  humaaity  to 
the  people  of  the  Carnaticj  fully  support;  I 
shall  explain  to  the  house  the  grounds  of 
this  opinion.  The  misrepresentation  which 
has  been  made  of  our  situation  on  the  coast 
of  Coromandel  during  the  administration 
of  Anwar  ud  Aeen  Cawn,  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  trouble  the  house  with  a 
short  reference  to  our  condition  at  that 
early  period.  Whoever  has  any  know* 
ledge  of  the  records  of  the  East  India 
Company,  or  of  our  general  history  in 
India,  must  know,  that  for  more  than  a 
century  before  the  arrival  of  Anwar  ud 
deen  Cawn  in  the  Carnatic,  the  Company 
had  carried  on  a  lucrative  commerce  on 
the  coast  of  Coromandel.  The  emperor 
had  granted  to  them  a  few  villages  in  the 
vicinity  of  Madras  and  fort  St.  David  ; 
and  his  local  oflioer,  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
was  bound  by  the  emperor's  suimuds  to 
protect,  and  did  actually  protect  them, 
in  their  peaceful  occupations.  The  in- 
tegrity of  their  dealings  excited  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nati  vtSi  and  the  security  enjoy- 
ed ill  their  possessions  soon  attracted  a  nu- 
merous population  ;.  occupied  in  this  tran- 
quil manner,  the  Company  coveted  no 
other  possessions  ;  trade  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  their  institution,  and  their  endea- 
vours were  confined  to  its  advancement. 
But  when  Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn  arrived 
in  the  province,  the  Company -were  drawn 
from  these  peaceful  pursuits,  and  compel- 
led to  engage  in  the  turbulent  scenes  of 
war.  Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn,  the  father 
'  of  Mahomed  Ally,  was  charged  by  the 
nijtam  with  the  guardianship  ^  '^        -Bar 


nabob  of  Arcot,  Seed  Mabome^    Ostvirn 
This  youth  was  basely  murdered   in    hi 
palace,  in  inid-day,  in  a  very  fevr  monthi 
after  he  was  confided  to  the  protection  o 
Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn ;  and  this  sUrociou] 
act  of  violence  so  soon  succeeding'   th4 
murder  of  Abdalla,  cast  a  yet    deepei 
stain   upon  the  character  of  Anwar   ud 
deen  Cawn.    The  people  of  Arcot  beheld 
this  action  with  horror;   Uiey   recurred 
with  gratitude  and  afiectioa  to  the  mild 
and  generous  administratton  of  the  family 
of  Seed  Mahomed  Cawn;  and  they   saw 
in  the  violent  death  of  this  beloved  youth, 
the  terminati<Mi  of  that  fostering  care  wfa  tcb 
had  so  long  protected  them ;  they  appre- 
hended from  the  ii^xWoa  of  a  stranger  into 
the  government  of   the   pi^ovince,     that 
spirit  of  ravage  which  too  commanly  dis- 
tinguishes a  violent  and  unjust  posaessioii. 
Ui&rtunately  for  the  unofieading  people 
of  the  Carnatic,  these  feara  proved   too 
true ;  for  from  that  moment  until  the  hour 
in  which   lord  "^  dive  signed  the   treaty 
which  is  now  the  sulaied  of  dur  delibera* 
tions,  a  period  of  near  sixty  year%  the 
people  of  the  Camatic  have  been  scoargcd 
with  the  plagues  of  war,  £unine,  neglect, 
and  oppression :  bat  to  the  English  East 
India  Company  the  successioB  of  Anwar  ud 
deen  Cawn  proved,  in  its  very  beginning, 
nearly  fatal.    Dupleix,  governor  of  Pon- 
dichenry,   soon  discovered    that    avarice 
was  the    ruling    passion  of    Anwar   ud 
deen  Cawn,  and  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
his  connivance  in   an  attack  upon  Ma- 
dras, which  terminated  in  its  capture  by 
the    French,  when   a  large    tre^ore,  a 
vessel   ihden  with    valuable  cloths,  and 
all    their  shipping,   fell  into   the   hands 
of  their  enemies.     In  vain  were  remon- 
strances and  intreaties  addressed  to  Anwar 
ud  deen  Cawn ;  he  adopted  no  efiectoal 
measures  to  redress  those  misfor  times  which 
were  accumulating  upon  the  English  under 
his  eye  ;  for  he  withheld  that  protection 
which  he  was  bound  by  the  sunnuds  of  the 
empire  to  Extend  to  them.    The  only  fac- 
tory which  remained  to  us  was  fort  St 
David  ;  and  although  the  army  of  Anwar 
"ud  deen  Cawn   under  his  two  sous,  Ma- 
phooz  Cawn  and  Mahomed  Ally,  nsarcbed 
towards  Pondicherry  upon  the  plea  of  pu- 
nishing the  insult  offered  to  the  eiaperor's 
authority  by  the  seizure  of  Miadras,  and 
actually  made  an  attack  upon  a  partv  of 
the  French  troops  in  the  viteiaitv  of  fort 
St.  David,  Dupleix  soon  coBtrivea  to  pur- 
chase their  return  to  Arcol>  ^b^  juried 
into  execution.  }m  design  iTjUBching  ibrt 
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St.  DaTid.    In  vaici  was  the  most  moving 
appeal  again  directed  to  Maphooz  Cawn 
and  Mahomed  Ally  in  this  extremity  of 
the    English  aiialrs ;    ineffectaally  were 
Buch  sums  of  money  as  were  then  \eh, 
otiered  for  their  continuance  in  the  neigh- 
boarhood  until  the  English  fleet  should 
return*  or  even  for  a  period  of  ten  days. 
The  French  used  the  treasure  they  had 
aeiaed  at  Madras  in  bribing  higher,  and 
the  army  of  Anwar  ud  deen  returned  to 
Arcot.     Happily,  however,   the  English 
fleet,  this  nation  s  best  hope  in  every  crisis 
of  her  aifairs,  appeared   in  the  roads  of 
ibrt  St.  David,  and  dispelled  the  gathering 
destruction.    Such  was  the  nature  of  the 
assistance  and  protection  which  the  Eng- 
lish received  from  the  first  of  the  family 
of  Mahomed  Ally,  and  which  the  honour- 
able men^ber  (Mr.  Johnstone)  has  spoken 
of  in  such  terms  of  approbation  ;  but  when 
he  shall  have  consulted  the  records  of  those 
times  with  more  dihgence,  he  will  find  that 
the  confidence  of  the  Company's  servants, 
and  the  treachery  of  Anwar  ud deenCawn, 
invoWed  them  in  almost  irremediable  mis- 
fortune, from  which  he  left  them  to  extri- 
cate themselves.     Anwar   ud  deen  had, 
however,  very  soon  reason  to  repent  his 
desertion    of  the    English  ;   it    led    th^ 
French  at  liberty  to  combine  with  the  re- 
ktionB  of  Seed  Mahomed  to  avenge  his 
murder  ;  and  in  a  battle  fought  against  a 
'  confederated  force  under  Chunda  Sahib, 
supported  by  the  French,  Anwar  ud  deen 
was  akain  by  a  soklier  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, his  army  routed,  his  eldest  son  Ma- 
pboos  Cawn  taken  prisoner^  and  his  second 
son   Mahomed  Ally  fled  with  a  single 
attendant  to  the  fortress  of  Trichinopoly, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant.     At 
this  desperate  moment  Mahomed   Ally, 
who  was  only  the  second  son  of  his  father, 
set  out  upon  the  speculative  idea,  whicfh 
the  turbulence  ef  the  times  induced  him  to 
form,  of  succeeding  to  his  father;  but  pos- 
sessing neither  treasures^  troops,  nor  title, 
he  had  no  reasonable  prospect  but  to  de- 
fend Trichinopoly  with  the  few  adherents 
whom  he  could  collect,  until  he  should  be 
able  to  make  some  terms  with  his  enemies. 
They    were    supported  by  a   victorious 
army,  ample  fonds,  and  powerfiil  connec- 
tions ;  whilst  he  had  no  chance  of  suc- 
cour but  fi*om  the  English  ;  and  even  that 
support  which  he  might  have  expected  to 
receive  from  their  known  hostility  to  the 
French,  he  could  hardly  hope  to  derive, 
after  hia  fefther's  deserdon  of  tort  St.  G^rge 
and  fort  Si.  Diavid  atiU  irtroogly  impressed 


on  the  minds  of  the  sufferers.  He  applied 
for  aid  to  the  Company's  government  with 
doubt  and  diffidence,  and  it  was  at  first 
granted  in  a  very  limited  degree  ;  but 
Mahomed  Ally's  poverty  and  distress, 
which  shut  out  every  other  hope  of  relief 
when  disappointed  of  the  assistance  of  the 
soubah,  together  with  the  progress  made 
by  the  French  in  the  Carnatic,  Induced 
the  Company's  servants  to  espouse  his 
cause  more  warmly.  But  notwithstanding 
the  aid  he  derived  fi'om  the  Company,  the 
ill  success  of  his  undisciplined  rabble,  in  | 
some  excursions  which  they  rashly  made 
from  Trichinopoly,  rendered  his  prospects 
of  success  so  hopeless,  that  he  formally 
proposed  tQ  retire  from  the  country  and 
relinquish  his  pretensions  to  the  Company ; 
he  offered  to  deliver  over  the  whole  of  his 
countries  to  the  Company's  sole  disposal^ 
provided  they  would  allow  him  an  annual 
income  of.  two  lacs  of  pagodas,  and  that 
he  would  bind  himself  and  his  hsirs  to  the 
agreement  fbr  ever.  But  the  Company 
refused  to  take  advantage  of  an  ofifer  which 
>  was  urged  by  his  distresses  ;  they  chose 
rather  to  preserve  inviolate  their  reputa- 
tion for  uprightness  and  genero:)ity  (which 
in  the  language  of  the  naJ>ob  was  '  as  the 
brightness  of  the  day')  ;  they  trusted  to 
his  ffratitude  for  remuneration  when  he 
should  be  liberated  firom  his  difficulties, 
and  be  free  to  act  from  the  spontaneous 
impulse  of  his  mind.  They  accordingly 
rendered  him  every  assistance  which  their 
counsel,  their  troops,  and  their  treasures, 
couM  supply  ;  and  after  an  eventful  war 
of*  fifteen  years,  they  established  him  in 
the  government  of  the  Carnatic,  at  a  vast 
expence  of  British  blood  and  treasure.  I 
shall  now,  sir,  advert  to  the  manner  in 
which  Mahomed  Ally  discharged  this  debt 
of  gratitude.  The  ambition  which  had 
only  slumbered  in  his  breast  during  ad- 
versity, awakened  with  renovated  strength 
ai^er  he  had  subdued  all  his  enemies.  He 
avowed  the  design  of'becomingsoubahdar 
of  the  Dekan ;  and  when  he  found  that  to 
assist  schemes  of  foreign  conquest  and  ag- 
grandisement, and  of  internal  oppression, 
was  contrary  to  the  wise  policy  of  the 
Company's  local  governments,  he  endea- 
voured to  undermine  their  authority  by 
bribery  and  intrigue.  In  the  pursuit  of 
this  purpose  he  bought  over  the  worst  ser- 
vants of  the  Company,  with  the  revenues 
of  those  countries  which  the  British  arms 
had  acquired  and  delivered  up  to  him  ;  amf 
he  obstructed  the  counsels  uk)  conduct  of 
theis  better  officers  by  every  se^t  of  coon* 
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teraction  and  defamatimi.  Oa  one  occa- 
sion he  raised  a  faction  that  destroyed  the 
lawful  government  of  the  Company  ;  and 
the  unitorm  principle  of  his  policy  was>  to 
pay  those  who  were  too  low  in  pride  or  in 
principle  to  refuse  money,  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  those  interests  of  the 
Company  which  it  was  in  their  power  to 
sacrifice.  In  elucidation  of  this  statement 
I  shall  here  read  to  the  house  a  record  of 
the  transactions  of  those  times,  before 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Windham  seconded  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Burke  from  which  the  following  extract  is 
miuie)  must  bow  with  deference  and  res- 
pect.   '  Eveiy  man  who  opposes  the  go- 

*  vemment  and  its  measures  finds  an  im- 
',  mediate  countenance  from  the  nabob : 
'  even  our  discarded  officers,  however  un- 
'  worthy,  are  received  into  the  nabob's 
'  service.  The  nabob  is  in  a  great  degree 
"^  the  cause  of  our  present  inability  (Oct. 
Ml,  17B9),  by  diverting  the  revenues  of 

*  the  Carnatic  through  private  channels.' 
In  speaking  of  the  nabob's  conduct,  20th 
July,  1778  :  'No  sense  of  a  common  danger 

in  case  of  a  war  could  prevail  on  him  to 
furnish  the  Company  with  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  assemble  an  army  ; 
though  it  is  beyond  ^  doubt,  that  money 
to  a  large  amount  is  now  hoarded  up  in 
his  Cofifers  at  Chepauk,  and  tunkaws  are 
granted  to  individuals  upon  some  of  his 
most  valuable  countries.  The  creditors 
inspired  into  the  mind  of  the  nabob  of 
Arcot^thenadependantontheCompany, 
of  the  humblest  order)  a  scheme  of  the 
most  wild  and  desperate  ambition  that 
I  believe  ever  was  admitted  into  the 
thoughts  of  a  man  so  situated.  First,  they 
persuaded  him  to  consider  himself  as  a 
principal  member  in  the  political  system 
of  Europe ;  in  the  next  place,  they  held 
out  to  him,  and  he  readily  imbibed,  the 
idea  of  the  general  empire  of  Indostan.  In 
pursuance  of  this  project,  they  extin- 
guished the  Company  as  a^  sovereign 
power  in  that  part  of  India  ;  they  with- 
drew the  Company's  garrisons  out  of  all 
the  posts  and  strong  holds  of  the  Car- 
natic ;  they  declined  to  receive  the  am- 
bassadors from  foreign  courts,  and  re- 
mitted them  to  the  nabob  of  Arcqt ;  they 
fell  upon,  and  totally  destroyed,  the  ola- 
est  ally  of  the  company,  the  king  of  Tan- 
jore  ;  and  plundered  the  country  to  the 
amount  of  five  million^  sterling,  one  after 
another,  in  the  nabob's  name,  but  with 
English  force,  and  brought  into  a  mise- 
rable servitude  all  the  princes  and  great 
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'  independant  nobility  of  a  vast  country. 
'  In  proportion  to  these  treasons  and  vio* 
'  lences,  which  ruined  the  people,  the  fund 
*  of  the  nabob's  debt  grew  and  flourished.' 
And  let  not  the  whole  odium  of  these  mea- 
sures fall  upon  the  creditors,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  his  highness :  they  were  in  perfect 
concordance  with  the  feelings  smd  wishes 
of  his  mind.     Upon   this  subject  let   us 
again    hear  what  Mr.   Burke    has    said. 
But  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  house  know  as  well  as  I  do,  and  they 
dare  not  contradict  me,  that  the  nabob 
of  Arcot  and  his  creditors  are  not  adver- 
saries but  collusive  parties,  and  that  the 
whole  transaction  is  under  a  false  colour 
and  false  names.     The  struggle  is  not, 
nor  ever  has  been,  between  their  rapacity 
and  his  hoarded  riches :  no  ;  it  is  be- 
tween him  and  them  combining  and  con- 
federating on  one  side,  and  the  pubJic 
revenues  and  the  miserable  inhabitants 
of  a  ruined  country  on  the  other  ;  these 
are  the  real  plaintifis  and  the  real  defen- 
dants in  the  suit.    Jiefusing  a  shilling 
from  his  hoards  for  the  satisfaction  of  any 
demand,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  is  always 
ready,  nay  he  earnestly,  and  with  eager- 
ness and  passion,  contends,  for  delivering 
up  to  these  pretended  creditors  his  terri- 
tory and  subjects.     It  is,  therefore,  not 
from  treasuries  and  mines,  but  from  the 
food  of  your  unpaid  armies,  from  the 
blood  withheld  from  the  veins  and  whip- 
ped out  of  the  backs  of  the  most  mise- 
rable of  men,  that  we  are  to  pamper 
extortion,  usury,  and  peculation.'    But 
the  most  wretched  of  the  consequences 
which  resulted  from  the  infatuated  coun- 
sels   and    intrigues  'of  Mahomed  Ally, 
was  the  sanguinary  warfare  with  Hyder 
Ally;   and    which    the    honourable    ba- 
ronet   (sir  T.   Turton)  has  most  errone- 
ously charged  as  one  of  the  crimes  of  the 
Company's  government  towards  Mahomed 
Ally,  as  if  his  intrigues  had  not  been  the 
principal  caus^  of  that  calamity.     (Sir  T. 
Turton  here  rose  and  appealed  to  the  house 
whether  he  had  made  use  of  this  expres- 
sion.) Mr.  Lushington  resumed  : — Sir,  if  I 
have  mis-stated  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  I  sincerely  beg  his  pardon ;  but 
when  the  house  considers  the  length  of 
that  hon.  baronet's  speech  (more  than  four 
hours),  it  is  as  ph)bable  that  he  should 
have  forgot  some  expressions  of  it  as  that 
I  should  ;  certain  however  I  am,  that  the 
statement  which  I  have  made  was  the  im- 
pression v^hich  this  part  of  his  speech  left 
upon  my  mind ;  and  the  general  impres-^ 
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gion  which  his  speech  made  upon  me  was 
this,  that  under  the  guise  of  a  meretricious 
sensibility,  he  was  the  pander  to  the  most 
licentious  system  of  corruption  and  misrule 
that  ever  disgraced  the  name  and  autho^ 
rity  of  this  country.  Sir,  my  opinion  that 
the  invasion  of  Hyder  Ally  was  in  a  great 
measure  attributable  to  Mahomed  Ally's 
councils,  is  derived  from  Mr.  Burke,  and  I 
shall  here  read  that  passage  of  his  works  to 
the  house.  *  From  that  time  forward  a  conti- 

*  nued  plot  was  carried  on  within  the  divan, 
'  black  and  white,  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
'  for  the  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally.    When 

*  at  length  Hyder  Ally  found  that  he  had 
« to  do  with  men  who  were  the  determined 
'  enemies  of  human  intercourse  itself,  he 
'  decreed  to  make  the  Carnatic  an  everlast- 
'  ing  monument  of  his  vengeance ;  then 

*  ensued  a  scene  of  woe  the  like  of 'which 
'  no  eye  had  seen,  no  heart  conceived,  and 
'  which  no  tongue  jcan  adequately  tell ;  all 
'  the  horrors  of  war  before  known  or  heard 
'  of  were  mercy  to  that  new  havoc.'  I 
will  not  wound  the  feelings  of  this  house 
by  quoting  this  description  more  at  large; 
but  I  can  assure,  them,  ftt>m  personal  ob- 
servation, and  iVom  the  sad.  tales  of  some 
who  survived  the  plagues  of  war  and  fa- 
mine, that  this  is  not  the  language  of 
poetry  or  fiction ;  it  is  a  real  picture 
of  the  most  dreadful  series  of  misfortunes 
that  ever  afflicted  mankind.  And  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
whilst  this  hurricane  of  misery  was  raging  ? 
Did  any  compunctious  feelings  of  consci- 
ence for  the  evils  which  he  had  brought 
upon  his  people,  produce  any  change  in 
his  infatuated  counsels?  Did  he  shew 
any  disposition  to  repair  his  former  wick- 
ednessy  or  to  repose  in  sincere  alliance  and 
confidence  upon  the  Company's  govern- 
ment ?  The  opportunity  of  returning  to 
a  better  estimation  of  his  duties  and  inte- 
re^  was  peculiarly  favourable,  for  the 
nobleman  who  then  administered  that  go- 
vernment would  have  upheld  him  in  every 
wise  and  virtuous  resolution ;  this,  however, 
did  not  consist  with  his  hiehness's  views. 
In  an  hour  of  alarm  he  had  consented  to 
transfer  the  management  of  his  country 
to  lord  Macartney ;  but  he  soon  removed 
every  claim  of  merit  founded  upon  this 
concession,  by  a  system  of  counteraction 
that  obstructed  much  of  that  benefit  which 
had  otherwise  been  derived  firom  it.  Sir, 
my  hon.  friend  (colonel  Allan)  who  spoke 
from  this  side  of  the  house  in  the  former 
night's  debate,  traced  with  so  much  accu- 
racy and  ability  the  course  of  lor$l  Mac- 


artney's conduct  and  sentiments  in  regard 
to  Mahomed  Ally  and  the  Carnatic,  that 
I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  this, 
house,  or  weaken  the  force  of  his  argu- 
ments, by  any  further  References  to  that 
period.  1  shall  advance  in  my  statement 
to  the  year  1787,  when  our  connection 
with  Mahomed  Ally  assumed  a  more  defi- 
nite shape.  In  that  year  sir  A.  Campbell 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  nabob,  pre- 
scribing in  explicit  terms  the  duties  of  the 
two  contracting  parties.  The  Company 
was  solely  intrusted  with  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  Carnatic,  and  the  protection 
of  the  nabob  from  all  his  enemies.  The 
nabob  was  bound  to  provide  from  the  re- 
venues an  annual  subsidy  of  nine  lacs  of 
pagodas,  to  be  paid  to  the  Company,  and 
twelve  lacs  on  account  of  his  creditors  ; 
and  to  put  a  stop  to  those  mischiefs  which 
had  arisen  from  his  intrigues  and  emissa- 
ries in  the  courts  of  native  states  in  India, 
a  clause  was  expressly  introduced  as  fol- 
lows ;  '  His  highness  will  not  enter  into 
'  any  political  negotiations  or  controversies 
'  with  any  state  or  power  without  the  con- 
'  sent  or  approbation  of  the  president  in 
'  council  of  Fort  St.  George.*  From  this 
period  until  1790,'Mahomed  Ally  held  the 
Carnatic  under  this  treaty;  at  that  time 
lord  Cornwallis  engaged  in  the  war  against 
Tippoo  Sultan,  and  at  the  close  of  it  restor- 
ed the  country  to  the  nabob,  subject  to  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  of  1792,  which  is 
now  the  object  of  our  deliberation.  With 
the  permission  of  the  house,  I  will  read 
the  preamble  of  that  treaty,  as  the  best 
explanation  of  lord  Cornwallis's  intentions 
in  making  it.  '  Whereas  a  certain  engage- 
ment was  entered  into  between  the  hon, 
English  East  India  Company  and  hia 
highness  the  nawaub  of  the  Carnatic, 
bearing  date  24th  February  1787,  for 
the  purpose  of  cementing  an  everlasting 
friendship  with  each  other,  and  of  con- 
tributing mutually  towards  the  defence 
of  the  Carnatic  and  countries  dependant 
thereon  ;  whereby  it  was  stipulated  that 
the  said  Company  should  maintain  a 
military  force,  and  that  the  said  nawaub 
should  pay  annually  a  certain  sum  of 
money  arising  fi*om  the  revenues  of  the 
Carnatic,  and  should  furnish  sufficient  and 
satisfactory  security,  under  certain  con- 
ditions expressed  in  the  said  engagement, 
for  the  regular  payment  of  the  sum  stipu- 
lated to  the  said  Company;  and  whereas 
it  appears  by  the  representations  of  the 
said  nawaub,  that  the  resources  of  the 
Carnatic  are  not  competent  to  enable  him- 
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'  to  perCorm  the  stipulations  in  the  said  en* 
'  gagement ;  and  whereas  it  further  ap- 
^  pears  that  the  security  which  the  said 
'  nawaub  agreed  in  the  abovemeotiooed 
'  engagement  to  furnish  for  the  doe  pay- 
'  ment  of  the  stipulated  sum  to  the  Com- 
'  pany,  is  in  its  nature  inadequate  to  the 
'  end  intended ;  wherefore  the  engage- 
'  ment  aforesaid  shall  henceforth  be  con- 
'  sidered  by  the  contracting  parties  as  an- 
*  nulled,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  following 
'  articles  agreed  to/  From  this  preamble 
to  the  treaty  of  1792,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
in  forming  a  new  treaty  with  Mabomed 
Ally,  lord  Corn wal lis  had  two  principal 
objects  in  view ;  first,  the  generous  one  of 
relieving  the  nabob  from  a  payment  which 
he  believed  burthensome  to  him,  and  his 
'lordship  accordingly  reduced  his  annual 
payments  from  twenty-one  to  fifteen  lacs 
of  sicca  pagodas;  secondly,  to  obtain  a 
jreal  security  for  the  payment  of  the  sub- 
sidy to  the  Company  in  all  time  to  come. 
The  security  provided  was  the  mortgage 
of  particular  distiicts,  vvhich  were  to  be 
taken  by  the  Company  in  the  event  of 
failure ;  and  that  these  districts  might  not 
be  injured  by  that  system  of  extorticm  and 
usury  by  which  the  people  had  been  so 
cruelly  oppressed,  and  the  Carnatig  so 
much  exhausted,  it  was  stipulated  that 
fais  highness  should  not,  on  any  account, 
grant  tunkaws,  and  in  order  to  render  the 
breach  of  this  part  o^he  treaty  more  impro- 
bable and  difficult,  it  was  further  stipulated, 
that  any  tunkaws  which  might  be  granted 
should  become  void>  in  event  of  the  dis- 
tricts coming  into  the  Company^s  hands  ; 
thus  providing  a  double  security  against  the 
violation  of  this  ^ticle  of  the  treaty  :  the 
first  part  of  the  clause  pledging  the  nabob^s 
faith  as  our  ally,  the  last  part  operating  gn 
the  fears  of  the  money-leaders.  The  im- 
portance which  lord  Cornwallis  attached 
to  the  security  provided  by  the  clause  of 
the  treaty  here  alluded  to,  and  to  the  pre- 
servation of  that  secuvity  from  acts  of  in- 
jury and  waste,  is  sufficiently  shewn  by 
the .  relinquishment  of  six  lacs  of  pagodas 
annually.  This  korge  cession  had  been 
Di\ju8tifiable  on  any  other  ground,  but  if 
the  nabob  had  fu&Iled  this  part  of  the 
treaty  it  bad  been  well  bestowed.  The 
evik)  which  had  arisen  from  this  system  in 
paat  times  were  well  known  to  lord  Corn- 
eal lis«  and  his  humane  mind  an^^iously 
desited  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  their 
recurrence.  We  know  what  a  scene  the 
Carnatic  had  presented  during  these  op^ra- 
lifiQt  'p  tbfiy  had.  been  d^sciiibed  by  Bwrbe 


in  the  .following  words:  '  In  conaequ^ce 
of  this  double  game,  all  the  territorial 
revenues  have,  at  one  time  or  oth^r,  been 
covered  by  those  locusts  the  £ogHsh 
soucars  '^  not  one  single  foot  of  tbe  Car- 
natic has  eiscaped  them,  a^  territory  as 
large  as  England.    Ikuing  these  opera- 
tions, what  a  scene  has  that  country  pre- 
sented !  The  usurious  European  asaigiiee 
supersedes  the  nabob's  native  farmer  of 
the  revenues,  the  farmer  flies  to  the  na* 
bob's,  presence    to  claim  his    bargain, 
whilst  his  servants  murmur  for  wages  and 
his .  soldiers  mutiny  for  pay  ;  the  mort- 
gage to  the  Eucopean  assignee  is  then 
resumed,  and  the  native  farmer  replaced, 
again  to  he  removed  on  the  new  clamour 
ot  the  European  assignee.    Every  man 
of  rank  and  landed  fortune  bemg  long 
since  extinguished^  the  remwning  mise- 
rable last  cultivator,  who  grows  to  tJie 
soil,  after  having  his  back  scored  by  the 
farmer,  has  it  again  flayed  by  the  whip 
of  the  assignee^  and  is  thus  by  a  ravenous, 
because  a  short-lived,  succession  of  claim- 
ants, lashed  from  <^pressor  to  ef^pvessor, 
whilst  a  sin^  drop  of  blood  is  left  as 
the  means  of  extorting  a  single  grain  of 
com.    Do  not  think  I  paiot ;    far,  very 
far  from  it ;  I  do  not  reach  the  iact,  nor 
approach  to  it ;  .men  of  respectable  con- 
dition, men  equal   to  your   substantial 
English  yeomen,  are  daily  tied  up  and 
scourged  to  answer  the  multiplied  de- 
mands of  various  contending  and  c<mtra* 
dictory  titles,. all  issuing  from  one  and  the 
same  source  ■     Tyrannous,  exaction  brings 
on  servile  concealment,  and  that  again 
calls  forth    tyrannous  coercion;    they 
move  in  a  circle,  mutually  producing  and 
produced  ;  till  at  length  nothing  of  hu- 
manity is  left  in  the  gov^nment ;  no 
trait  of  integrity,  spirit,  or  manlinesisf,  in 
the  people.'     It  was  under  impressions 
such  as  are  h^re  described,  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis had  written  to  the  court  of  directors 
in  the  year  1790,  in  the  t^vms  quoted  by 
my  honourable  friend  (colonel  Allan)  in 
the  former  debate;  and  after  two  yean 
further  experien<:}e  atid  .local  observation 
of  the  state  of  the  Carnatic,  lord  ComwaU 
lis  determined  to  relinquish  six  lacs  p£  pan 
godas  annually  to  the  nabob,  vrithout  ac** 
quiring  any  other  concession  for  the  Com- 
paay  than  the  following  clauses,  intended 
to  put  .an  end  to  that  clandestine  influence 
which  the  worst  .Eucopeans  had  so  long 
eixevcised  at  the  durbair,  and  the  right  to 
collect  the  poligar  tribute^at  the  Company's 
ovm  expencft  and  xi9k»    ^lo  cmnmipiftnfrt 
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*  of  this  measure,  whereby  the  districts 

*  mentioned  in  the  schedule  No.  2,  become 
'  responsible  for  any  arrears  that  may  ac- 

*  crue  in  the  payment  of  the  above  stipu- 
'  lated  kists,  the  said  nawaub  agrees  that 
'  he  will  not  grant  tunkaws  or  assignments 
'  on  any  account  on  the  revenues  thereof; 
'  and  ii\  contrary  to  this  condition,  any 
'  tunkaws  or  assignments  should  exist  when 
'  the  said  districts  or  any  of  them  shall  be 
'  assumed  by  the  said  Company,  such  tun- 
'  kaws  or  assignments  shall  be  declared  by 
'  the  said  Company  and  the  said  nawaub 
'  to  be  of  no  value,-  nor  shall  they  remain 
'  in  eiiect/     It  appears  to  me  quite  evi- 
dent, as  I  have  already  stated,  that  the  in- 
tention of  lord  Cornwall  is  in  framing  this 
clause  was,  first  to  biu<l  the  faith  of  the 
nabob  against  the  breach  of  it,  and  second- 
ly to  operate  upon  the  fears  of  the  tun- 
Ifhadarsj  so  as  to  restrain  them  from  en- 
couraging the  nabob  to  the  secret  violation 
of  it.     But  the  men  who  had  established 
an  usurious  connection  at  the  durbar,  saw 
from  the  moment  that  the  treaty  of  1792 
was  published^  that  the  faithful  execution 
of  these  clauses  would  destroy  their  profit, 
by  putting  an  end  to  that  secret  influence 
which  had  so  long  alienated  the  nabob's 
confidence  from  the  local  government  of 
the  Company,  and  precluded  the  possibility 
pf  any   reform  in  his  administration:  it 
was    therefore  suggested    to  the    nabob, 
that  as  the   clause  contained   a  specific 
penalty  which  attached    only  upon  the 
money-lender,  his  highness  might  break 
his  faith  with  the  Company  without  fear 
of  any  evil  consequence  to  himself;  and 
as  he  had  always  contended  with  eagerness 
and  passion  for  delivering  up  to  his  pre- 
tended creditors   his  territories    and  his 
subjects,  he  again  indulged  in  this  invete- 
rate  habit.     The  calamitous  process   of 
these  tunkaws  has  been  most  ably  and 
minutely  described  by  lord  Hobart,  who 
was  continually  embroiled  with  the  durbar 
and  its  agents  on  account  of  the  breach  of 
this  part  of  the  treaty.      Whoever  has 
read  the  minute  and  the  letter  of  lord 
Hobart  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  1 5th 
September  1792,  will  recollect,  that  lord 
Hobart    regarded  the   granting  of  these 
tunkaws  by  the  nabob  as  a  fundamental 
violation  of  the   letter  and  spirit  of  the 
treaty  of  1723.     Nor  was  his  lordship  sin^ 
gular  in  this  opinion  ;  I  speak  from  per- 
sonal knowledge  when  I  say,  that  all  the 
best  servants  ot  the  Company  entertained 
the  same  opinion ;  and  we  know  that  the 
government  at  home  and  the  court  of  di- 
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rectors,  fully  concurred  in  this  conclusion, 
as  appears  from  many  of  their  public  dis- 
patches, and  particularly  the  following, 
dated  5th  June  1799«  to  the  government 
of  fort  St.  George.     '  We  have  been  ad- 
'  vised  by  the  earl  of  Mornington,  that  the 
'  nabob  continues  to  oppose  a  determined 
'  resolution  to  the  modification  of  the  trea- 
'  ty  of  1792,  which  has  been  repeatedly 
'  proposed  to  him.     At  the  same  time  we 
'  observe  that  his  highness  has  distinctly 
'  acknowledged  that  he  is  iti  the  practice 
'  of  raising  money  annually  by  assignments 
'  of  the  revenues  of  those  districts  which 
'  form  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
'  Company's  subsidy.     As  this  practice  is 
'  unquestionably   contrary  .to  the  letter, 
'  and  subversive  of  the  spirit,  of  that  trea- 
'  ty,  we  direct,  that  immediately  upon  the 
'  receipt  hereof  you  adopt  the  necessary 
'  measures  for  taking  possession    in   the 
'  name  of  the  Company  of  the  whole  or 
'  any  part  of  the!  said  districts,  the  revenue 
'  of  which  shall  appear  to  be  so  assigned  ; 
'  and  that  you  continue  to  hold  the  same, 
'  and  collect  the  rents  thereof,  in  order  that 
'  the  Company  may  not  in  future  be  do- 
'  prived  of  the  only  security  which  they 
*  possess  under  the  before-mentioned  trea- 
'  ty,  to  answer  any  failure  in  the  nabob  in 
'  the  discharge  of  his  subsidy  :  you  will 
'  immediately  communicate  to  the  nabob 
'  the  determination  we  have  come  to,  and 
'  the  orders  you  have  received  relative  to 
'  this  point/     I  have  entered  into  this  de- 
tail to  shew,  that  the  interpretation  subse- 
quently put  upon  this  article  of  the  treaty 
(and  the  conduct  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah  in 
regard  to  it)  by  marquis  Wei lesley  and  by 
lord  Clive,  was  not  an  arbitrary  or  hasty 
construction  of  those  noble  lords  ;  but  that 
it  was  the  impartial  concurring  judgment 
of  the  Company's  best  servants  at  fort  St. 
George,  of  lord  Hobart,  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, and  of  the  board  of  controul,  for  a 
period  of  7  years.     If,  therefore,  the  ar- 
rangement made  with  Azeem  ul  Dowiah 
upon  the  death  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  and 
the  absolute  refusal  of  Ally  Hussein  to 
give  the  Company  a  security  against  the 
future  breach  of  the  treaty  of  1792,  had 
rested  on  this  ground  alone,  I  should  have 
contended  that  it  was  warranted  by  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  iiistruciious  trans* 
mitted  by  the  coart  of  direct(»rs  in  India 
(who  haa  also  expressly  ordered  that  the 
country  should  not  be   restored   to   the 
nabob  in  the  event  of  war,  until  a  butter 
arrangement  could  be  made  with  him) ; 
that  it  was  justified  by  tho  law  of  nations^ 
3  E 
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and  the  duties  of  humanity  to  our  fellow-  I 
creatures. — ^But  the  house  know  that  the 
arrangement  made  with  Azeem  ul  Dowlah, 
M  supported  also  upon  other  groundis :  I 
mean  of  course  the  treacherous  corres- 
pondence   discovered    at    Seringapatam, 
coupled  with  the  embarrassments  opposed 
by  the  nabob  to  the  collection  and  move- 
ment of  our  supplies  during  the  last  war 
with  Ttppoo.    I  shall  now  briefly  examine 
that  evidence.    This  part  of  the  question 
has  aiready  received  a  very  ample  discus- 
sion in  India,  where  every  argument  and 
objection  could  be  best  felt  and  appre- 
ciated.    It  has  been  carefully  investigated 
by  men  possessed  of  that  knowledge  of 
the  Eastern  languages  and  manners,  which 
rendered  theni  peculiarly  fitted  for  this 
trust ;  men  whose  characters  were  never 
tainted  by  tlie  breath  of  slander  until  the 
hon.  baronet  delivered  his  speech  in  the 
former  debate  ;  and  who,  far  from  deserr- 
ing  such  treatment,  are  entitled,  for  their 
public  honour  and  public  usefulness,  to 
the  protection  and  applause  of  this  house. 
The  right  hoa.  member  who  spoke  second 
m  this  debate  on  a  former  night,  delivered 
his  sentiments  with  so  much  perspicuity 
and  judgment  upon  the  nature   of  this 
evidence,  that  I  shaU  confine  my  remarks 
to  those  impressions  which   local  know- 
ledge, and  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with 
t^ersian  correspondence,  have  suggested  to 
me  during  the  examination  of  it.     In  do- 
kig  so,  I  shall  follow  the  order  in  which 
the  correspondence  is  recorded  ;   not  imi- 
tating the  example  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
who  in  pursuit  of  his  purpose  of  throwing 
a  ridicule  upon  this  evidence,  thought  fit 
to  postpone  the  burden  of  examining  the 
cypher  (which  he  knew  to  be  the  docu- 
ment of  the  most  hosftile  tendency,  and 
essentially   necessary   to    give    the   true 
meaning  of  certain  passages  in  other  let- 
ters) until  h^  had  slurred  over  all  the  other 
documents.     In  examining  t^e  first  num- 
ber, I  am  reminded  that  the  honourable 
•  director,  in  adverting  to   this   evidence^ 
stated  that  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  attach  any  imputation  upon  the 
character  ^or  truth  of  Wallajah  or  Omdut 
ul  Ororah  on  account  of  this  correspond- 
ence,  since  the  parts  regarded  as  most 
obnoxious  were  communicated  in  the  pre- 
sence of  lord  Comwaliis  a|id  sir  William 
Medows.     Sir,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  the 
honourable  director  has  not   accurately 
examined   this    correspondence.      Those 
professions  where  Wallajah  attempts  to 
raise  himself  in  the  estimation  of  Tippoo 


by  a  groM  calumny  against  the   British 
goverament^  his  ally,  were  not  made  in 
the  presence  of  lord  Comwaliis  and   sir 
Wm.  Medows,  jior  was  any  part  oF  the 
correspondence  communicated  to  either  of 
them.     The  instance  to  which  I  allude^  is 
where  Wallajah-  speaks  of  the  war  under- 
taken by  lord  Comwaliis  against  Tippoo 
sultan  in  the  year  1780.     Waliaiak  knew 
perfectly  well  that  lord  Cofnwallis   had 
engaged  in  that  war  from  the  generous 
resolution  of  protecting  oar  helpless  ally 
the  rajah  of  Travancore ;  and  yet  Walla- 
jah tells  Tippoo  Sultan's  vakeels^    '  May 
'  God  long  preserve  Tippoo  Saltan,  'who 
^  is  the  pillar  of  the  religion  of  Mahomed  ! 
'  Night  and  day  I  used  to  be  absolved  in 
'  this  contemplation,,  and  to  pray  for   his 

*  highnesses  prosperity  ;    I  call   God  to 
'  witness  this   fact,   because   the    confe« 

*  deracy  of  their  allies  was  for  the  sub* 
'  version  of  the  Mahomedan  religion.     It 

*  is   solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  diyine 
'  goodness,  that  the  prayers  of  us   sin* 

*  ners  have  been  accepted  ;  believe  it 
'  true  that  I  fh>m  my  heart  desire  the 
'  welfare  of  the  sultan.^  Three  dajrs  af- 
terwards, when  lord  Comwaliis  and  sir 
W.  Medows  were  present  with  the  vakeels, 
Wallajah  took  occasion  to  observe,  *  that 
'  we  (the  vakeels)  considered  him  to  have 
'  been  an  enemy  ^  whereas  he  declared 
'  in  the  presence  of  God  that  he  was  not, 
'  and  is  not ;   that  on  the  contrary  he  was 

*  a  friend  and  well-wisher ;  and  that  he 
'  had  opposed  the  breach  between  your 
'  majesty  and  the  allied  states  to  such  a 
'  degree,  that  every  one  decided  in  his 

*  own  mind  that  inwardly  your  majesty 
'  and  his  highness  were  one  ;  and  he  de- 
'  sired  us  to  ask  lord  Comwaliis  and  sir 
'  W.  Medows,  Yfhia  were  present,  whether 

*  he  said  true  or  not.'  Every  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation  of  Wallajah, 
knows  that  he  did  oppose  the  war,  and  the 
cause  of  that  opposition.  We  know  he 
feared,  if  war  did  take  place,  that  lord 
CornwalHs  would  be  necessitated  to  as^ 
sume  the  temporary  possession  of  the 
Carnatic ;  and  rather  than  this  should 
happen,  Wallajah  was  perfectly  willing; 
and  anxious  that  the  rajah  of  Travancore, 
like  himself  a  helpless  ally  of  our  govefn- 
ment,  should  be  abandoned  by  the  British 
government  to  the  violence  of  Tippoo, 
Let  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
mind  of  lord  Comwaliis  jiidge  what  would 
have  been  his  feelings,  if  Wallajah  had 
told  the  vakeels  Of  Tippoo  in  his  lordship's 
presence,  ^hat    he    had    attack^  theif    * 
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master,  not  ia  defence  of  the  rajah  of  TVa- 
▼ancore,  but  to  subvert  the  Mahomedan 
religion.  This  communication  was  how- 
ever made  by  Wallajah,  but  te  the  vakeels 
in  secret,  not  in  the  presence  or  with  the 
knowledge  of  lord  Cora wai lis;  far  there^ 
fore  from  considering  the  ofieBsive  nature 
of  the  first  speech  to  the-  vakeels  on  the 
IQth  of  June,  as  done  away  by  that  made 
in  the  presence  of  lord  Cornwallis  on  the 
ISth  or  June,  or  that  any  part  of  the  cn- 
minality  of  the  whole  of  this  correspond- 
ence is  explained  by  any  communication 
that  took  place  with  the  knowledge  of 
lord  Cornwallis,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
reference  made  to  lord  Cornwallis  and  ge- 
neral Medows  in  the  presence  of  the 
vakeels,  was  oue  of  those  studied  contri- 
vances in  which  his  highness  was  so  fer- 
tile, and  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  gain, 
by  general  professioiis  of  friendship  for 
Tippoo  in  the  hearing  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
(he  confidence  of  the  vakeels  in  his  pre- 
vious defamation  of  his  lordship's  motives 
<br  entering  into  the  war.  In  the  few  re- 
marks which  the  hon.  baronet  bestowed 
upon  the  cypher,  he  declared  that  the  use 
otanch  instrittaents  was  a  common  occur- 
rence in  kidia ;  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  conceive  a  cypher  like  this,  so  simple 
and  limited  in  its  expressions,  citable  of 
being  intended  or  usra  for  any  treacherous 
or  hostile  purpose,  i  certainly  diflfer  en- 
tirely irom  the  hon.  baronet  in  his  opinion 
of  the  frequent  use  of  cyphers  of  this  de- 
scription in  India ;  in  the  affairs  of  private 
life  such  instruments  never  are  used,  and 
even  in  political  transactions  the  use  of  a 
cypher  is  a  very  rare  occurrence.  But 
the  hon.  baronet  would  prove  nothing  by 
proving  the  use  of  such  cyphers  in  poli- 
tieal  correspondence  in  India,  because  Wal- 
iajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah  were  wisely- 
interdicted  by  the  treaty  of  1792  (as  they 
had  been  by  the  treaty  of  1787)  from 
'  entering  into  any  negocuations  or  political 
*  correspondence  with  any  European  or 
'  native  powers  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  said  Company/  It  has^  however,  been 
suggested,  that  this  cypher  was  intended 
to  conduct  a  marriage  between  the  femi- 
Ites  of  Tippoo  and  Wallajah.  I  will  not 
detain  the  house  by  going  into  all  the  rea- 
soning founded  upon  other  parts  of  the 
evidence,  written  and  oral,  to  shew  the 
absurdity  of  this  proposition  ;  but  I  will 
state  plainly  upon  a  view  of  the  C3rpher 
itself,  the  utter  impossibili^  of  applying 
it  to  an^  purpose  of  marriage.  Tne  only 
ezpvesiiOB  ia  it  which 'might  lead  to  such 


a  supposition  in  the^  mind  of  a  person  ig* 
norant  of  eastern  manners  and  languages, 
is  the  word  '  ring;'  but  as  a  ring  is  not 
used  in  eastern  marriages,  it  can  have  no 
reference  to  that  ceremony.  Rejecting 
therefore  this  absurd,  irrational  proposi- 
tion, which  is 'directly  contradicted  by  the 
evidence  of  the  vakeels,  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances so  forcibly  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wallace)  in  the  former 
debate,  I  must  look  for  a  different  expla* 
nation  of  the  intention  of  this  cypher. 
tJpon  the  first  view  of  this  document,  the 
opprobrious  terms  in  which  the  three  al- 
lies are  designated,  cannot  fail  to  strike 
attoation ;  but  it  has  still,  been  asserted  to 
be  so  limited  as  to  preclude  the  use  of  it 
in  any  matter  of  policy  or  secrecy.  This 
assertion  made  a  due  impression  upon  me 
when  I  first  heard  it ;  and  I  felt  it  my« 
duty  to  put  it  to  the  test  by  composing  a 
letter  tfaott  should  describe  an  atrocious  in- 
tention (such  as  the  massacre  at  Vellore), 
and  then  endeavour  to  render  it  into  the 
lai^uage  of  this  cypher,  so  that  it  would 
be  unintelligible  to  a  person  not  possessed 
of  it,  and  easily  understood  by  a  person 
having  the  cypher.  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
gent,  opposite  that  I  found  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  applying  this  cypher  in  this 
manner,  and  further  that  this  sort  of  me- 
taphorical cypher  best  corresponds  with 
the  genius  and  character  of  the  people. 
The  next  document  which  was  particu- 
larly objected  to  by  the  boh.  baronet  was, 
the  translation  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
Tippoo  Sultan  to  Wallajah,  in  which  some 
of  the  terms  are  actually  used.  The  hon. 
baronet  asked,  as  this  was  only  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  '  who  could  say  that  the  original 
'  was  ever  sent  ?  it  might  have  been  com* 

<  posed  by  Tippoo  for  amusement,  and 
'  honourable  members  in  this  house  well 
'  know  that  themselves  sometimes  com- 
'  posed  letters  which  they  did  not  afler- 

<  wards  send.'  Sir,  when  I  recollect  the 
manner  and  the  place  where  this  letter  was 
found,  that  it  was  discovered  in  the  offi(:e 
of  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  when  I  recollect  the 
remarkable  regularity  of  the  sult^  in 
matters  of  business,  1  cannot  subscribe  to 
the  puerile  idea  of  the  hon.  baronet^  that 
this  letter  might  hav«  been  composed  for 
amusement.  The  honourable  baronet,  and 
others  of  us,  may  write  fetters*  or  compose 
speeches  intended  to  be  spoke,  and  which 
we  have  no  opportunity  of  speaking;  but 
in  afiairs  of  state,  when  I  find  in  an  office 
of  state  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent,  I  cannot 
reconcile  to  my.  mind  the  absui^ity  of  de» 
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nying  all  credit  to  it  becanse  it  might  not 
have  been  sent.    This  sort  of  objection 
may  be  very  proper  in  a  court  of  law ; 
but  I  trust  tnat  those  who  have  to  guard 
the  safety  of  this  country  from  foreign 
treachery,  will  not  wait  for  this  sort  of  evi- 
dence before  they  act  against  impending 
danger.     The  objection  made  by  the  hon. 
'  baronet  to  the  next  number  was,  I  think, 
of  a  nature  equally  unreasonable.     It  is  a 
translation  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  fromTippoo 
Sultan  to  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  the  nabob  of 
the  Carnatic  ;  and  as  this  letter  is  dated 
20th  November    171K2,    when  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  was  not  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
this  circumstance  made  the  letter  look  to 
the  honourable   baronet  like  a  forgery. 
The  hon.  baronet  dwelt  very  largely  upon 
this  point ;  but  divested  of  all  the  inflated 
language  in  which  he  represented  it,  the 
matter  is  very  simple.    The  title  given  to 
Tippoo  Sultan  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  is  pro- 
bably not  one  tenth  part  of  the  original 
Persian  title  ;  the  title '  must  be  regarded 
as  the  arbitrary  act  of  the  translator,  who 
did  not  chuse  to  waste  his  time  in  trans- 
lating all  the  nonsense  of  these  titles  ;  but 
knowing  that  Omdut  ul  Omrah  was  nabob 
of  the  Carnatic  at  the  time  he  was  trans- 
lating the  letter,  he  gavje  him  the  title 
which  he  then  possessed  :  such  is  the  ob- 
vious solution  of  this  great  mystery.     The 
next  letter  which  I  shall  notice  is  No.  1 1  : 
it  is  from  the  vakeels  of  Tippoo  to  their 
master,   where  Omdut    ul  Omrah  says  : 
*  You  will  give  my  respectful  compliments 
'  by  way  of  remembrance  to  his  majesty, 
'  and  inform  him  that  he  may  consider  me 
'  from  my  heart  attached  to  him  ;  and  that, 
'  please  God,  at  a  proper  occasion,  my  fi- 
' '  delity .towards  him  shall  be  made  maili- 
'  fest  to  him.'     Sir,  I  am  disposed  in  the 
examination  of  this  correspondence  to  make 
the  largest  allowance  for  the  exaggerated 
professions  of  friendship  which  the  natives, 
and  particularly  the  princes,  of  India,  are 
in  the  habit  of  making  to  each  other  ;  but 
when  those  professions  are   accompanied 
by  actions,  we  can  no  longer  dpubt  the 
.  sincerity  of  the   intention.     I  remember 
what  anxiety  the  British  government  suf- 
fered from  the  treacherous  conduct  of  Om- 
dut ul  Omrah,  in  promising  money  which 
he  afterwards  withheld,  and  -  from  the  hos- 
tile obstructicms  of  his  affairs  to  our  sup- 
plies in  the  war  against  Tippoo  in  1799  ; 
and  I  do  firmly  believe  that  he  did  then 
fulfil  the  professions  which  he  had  made  in 
1702  to  the  sultan  to  the  utmost  limit  of 
his  power,  consistent  with  the  prud^tcon- 


cei^lment  of  his  purpose  from  lord  Welles* 
ley's    discernment.     The    hon.    baronet 
traced  with  a  considerable  degree  of  ridi- 
cule, '  a  translation  of  a  note  written  i^'ith 
'  a  pencil  upon  a  half-sheet  of  post-paper, 
'  with  an  envelope  of  English  paper,  by  his 
5  highness  Omdut  q1  Omrah,  apparently 
'  addressed  to  Gholam  Ally  khan.'     This 
letter,  though   signed   Gholam    Hussein, 
was  imputed  to   Omdut  ul  Omrah,    and 
without  any  evidence  was  assigned  to  Gho- 
.  lam  Ally  khan.    These  objections  of  the 
hon.   baronet's  are    careftilly   removed  : 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  often  signed  the  name  of 
Gholam  Hussein  to   his  letteis,  and   fre- 
quently made  use  of  English  paper  and  a 
pencil.     I  have  myself  received  a  letter  of 
this  description  from  him  ;  and  Mr.  £d- 
monstone,  the  translator,  than  whom  per- 
haps there  never  was  a  gentleman  in  India 
more  skilfnl  in  Persian  writing,  knew  Om- 
dut ul  Omrah's   hand -writing   perfectly 
well.     In  regard  to  the  letter  being  appa- 
rently addressed  to  Gholam  Ally  khan,  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  assign  it   to  any 
other  person.     From  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  it  was  cordially  addressed  to  asyeed 
in  the  confidence   of  Omdut  ul    Omrah, 
about  the  person  of  Tippoo,  and  connected 
with  Ally  Rizza  Cawn  :  such  was  Gholam 
Ally's   situation ;    he   was  a  syeed,  and 
had  been  with  Ally  Rizza,  the  channel  of 
communication  between  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
and  Tippoo,  and  wi[s  still  at  Seringapa- 
tarn.     The  last  letter  which  I  shall  notice 
is    one    written    by    Omdut    ul    Omrah 
to  Gholam  Ally  khan,  in  the  year  1797, 
when  he  was  nabob  of  the  Carnatic.     To 
this  letter  and  the  contents  of  it  the  hon. 
baronet  objected,  as  being  of  the  most  tri- 
vial nature ;  and  in  regard  to  the  commu- 
nications alluded  to  in  it  as  having  been 
made  by  two  of  Tippoo's  agents,  Maho- 
med Ghauss,  and  Msihomed  Ghose  khan, 
<  it    was  not  possible    to    consider   that 
'  they  could  be  .  charged   with   any  comr 
'  raunications  hostile  to  the  British  govern- 
'  ment,  being  men  of  low  rank  and  cha- 
'  xacter.'     I  am  perfectly  aware  that  these 
men  were  very  different  in  their   qua- 
lities and  dignity  from  Gholam  Ally  khan 
and  Rizza  Ally  khan  ;  but  I  contend  that 
they  had  enough  of  both  for  any  purpose 
of  treachery  or  violence  against  us.    This 
is  the  sort  of  person  generally  employed  in 
India  upon  such  occasions ;  and  as  a  proof   ' 
that  such  is  the  custom,.!  will  here  read  to 
the  house  a  passage  from'Ormb's  history 
very  applicable  to  this  question.     Orme 
says  :  *  The  secrets  of  the  princes,  of  Hia- 
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'  dostan  are  very  difficult  to  be  disco- 
'  vered  :  in  affairs  of  consequence  nothing 
'  except  in  the  most  equivocal  terms  is  ever 

*  given  by  them  in  writing ;  and  whenever 

*  the  matter  is  of*  great  importance  or  ini- 
'  quity,  it  is  trusted  to  a  messenger,  a  man 
'  of  low  rank  and  great  cunning,  who  bears 
'  a  letter  of  recommendation  testifying 
'  that  he  is  to  be  trusted  in  all  he  says  ;  so 

*  indefinite  a  commission  reserves  to  the 
'  lord  who  gives  it  the  resource  of  disa- 
'  vowing  the  transaction  of  his  agent,  and 
'  tliis  he  never  fails  to  do  whenever  the  ini- 

*  quity  is  discovered/  Deriving  my  know- 
ledge of  jndia  from  this  pure  authority, 
and  from  a  local  residence  of  eleven  years, 
I  deem  it  my  doty  to  state  to  the  house, 
that  1  regard  this  correspondence  as  the 
evidence  of  a  treacherous  spirit  of  hostility 
on  the  part  of  Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul 
Omrah ;  and  far  from  being  surprized 
that  the  proof  is  not  of  that  nature  to  satisfy 
the  interested  feelings  of  the  partisans  of 
those  nabobs,  or  the  doubting  minds  of 
some  few  of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  I  am 
rather  surprised  that  so  much  has  been  dis- 
covered in  writing  ;  for  I  must  repeat 
upon  my  own  knowledge,  what  I  have 
already  stated  upon  the  authority  of  Orme, 
that  in  matters  of  great  iniquity  seldom  is 
any  thing  committed  by  the  natives  of 
India  to  Writing ;  they  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  arts  of  verbal  prevarication  ;  in 
the  examination  of  a  witness,  so  little  does 
he  regard  the  truth,  that  he  will  vary  his 
testimony  accordin§^  to  his.  feelings  and 
interests,  and  according  to  the'impre^ion 
which  lie  thinks  his  first  assertion  may 
have  made  upon  you.  The  exposure  of 
his  verbal  contradictions  he  scarcely  re- 
gards, and  never  considers  his  case  hope- 
less until  a  document  appears  against  him. 
In  this  case  I  am  satisfied  from  the  evi^ 
dence  in  writing,  connected  with  what  I 
know  of  the  conduct  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
4urin^  the  war  against  Tippoo,  that  he 
had  cherished  the  counsels  and  intentions 
of  that  prince,  defamed  the  character  of 
our  alliance,  and  had  violated  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1792,  for  pur- 
poses hostile  to  our  interests  and  security. 
It  has  been  contended  that,  although  the 
hostile  conduct  of  Wallajah  aiid  Omdut 
ul  Omrah  had  forfeited  their  right  to  the 
Company's  protection,  yet  Ally  Hussein, 
the  innocent  heir  of  the  latter,  not  having 
partaken  in  his  guilt,  ought  not  to  have 
sufiered  for  it.  Sir,  I  am  sure  no  person 
could  feel  more  sincerely  than  lord  Clive 
for  the  necessity  which  called  upon  him  to 


act  against  Ally  Hussein  ^  and  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  upon  your  table  shew 
how  anxiously  and  humanely  that  noble 
lord  endeavoured  to  preserve  tb  Ally  Hus- 
sein a  situation  of  affluence  and  dignity. 
But  lord  Clive  was  not  at  liberty  to  intrust 
the  rights  and  security  of  the  Company  in 
the  Carnatic  to  those  very  ministers  who 
had  been  the  counsellors  of  Omdut  ul 
Omrah^  and  were  the  guardians  of  Ally 
Hussein  ;  and  therefore  he  exercised  that 
which  is  the  right  and  duty  of  nations,  to 
call  upon  the  son  to  repair  the  mischief  of 
the  fiither.  The  extract  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  written  by  Mr.  Domat  upon  the 
public  law  of  nations,  appears  to  me  un- 
answerable upon  this  point,  and  I  shall 
with  the  leave  of  the  house  read  it  to  them. 

*  An  heir  or  successor,  from  the  very  cir- 
'  cumstance  of  his  possessing  the  inherit 
'  tance,  is  not  only  bound  for  the  engage- 
'  ments  of  the  person  whom  he  succeeds, 
'  but  cannot  be  discharged  from  the  obli- 
'  gation  which  the  deceased  may  have 
'  occasioned  by  his  crimes  or  offences, 
'  neither  under  the  pretext  that  he  derives 
'  no  benefit  from  their  crimes  or  offences, 
'  nor  because  there  may  have  been  no  ac» 
'  cusation  or  condemnation  against  the  de- 

*  ceased.  For  though  the  offence  or  in-^ 
'jury  committed  by  the  deceased  were  of 
'  such  a  nature  as  never  to  have  yielded 
'  any  positive  profit  to  himself^  yet  the 
'  heir  or  successor,  as  he  reaps  advantages 
'  by  the  inheritance,  is  bound  for  the  re- 
'  paration  of  the  damages  occasioned  by 
'  the  ofience  of  the  person  po  whose  posses- 
'  sions  he  succeeds.' — ^Having  thus  shortly 
stated  to  the  house  my  opinions  upon  the 
evidence,  founded  upon  a  tolerable  know- 
ledge of  Persian  correspondence,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  the  unbiassed 
feeling  of  my  mind,  that  lord  Wellesley 
and  lord  Clive  would  have  deserved  the 
reproaches  of  this  country,  if^  knowing  as 
they  did  how  grossly  the  treaty  had  been 
violated  in  graniing  tunkaws,  and  in  main- 
taining a  secret  hostile  correspond  ence,they 
had  been  restrained  by  any  fear  of  the  per- 
sonal enmity  which  it  might  excite  from  in- 
sisting upon  an  arrangement  like  that  con- 
cluded with  Azeemul  Dowlah.  For  nearly 
50  years  the  Company  had  been  wasting 
their  other  revenues  and  accumulating  an 
immense  debt  in  sup.;jortof  the  expences  of 
their  connection  with  Mahomed  Aliy; 
from  the  year  17oO  until  17H6,  the  Com- 
paiiy  were  satisfied  to  protect  the  whole  of 
thie  Cariiatic  for  a  payment  little  exceed- 
ing four  lacs^  leaving  his  highness  to  riot 
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in  corruption  iund  personal  ostentation 
npon  a  revenue  of  200,000  lacs  annually ; 
and  when  at  length  this  connexion  is 
broken,  after  the  waste  of  the  Bengal  reve- 
nues, after  the  waste  of  torrents  of  British 
blood,  there  is  a  debt  often  millions  upon 
^e  country,  composed  in  some  instances 
of  bribes  paid  in  the  shape  of  bonds  for 
obstructing  the  Company's  ^ovemment, 
and  equal  in  its  amount  to  all  the  nabob 
'ever  paid  to  the  Company  for  their  pro- 
tection. Having  already  described,  from 
the  works  of  Burke,  the  nature  of  the  na- 
bob's government  down  to  the  year  1782-, 
and  subsequently  from  the  opinions  of  lord 
Macartney,  sir  A.  Campbell,  lord  Corn- 
Wallis,  and  lord  Hobart,  1  may  assert, 
without  any  appearance!  of  arrogance, 
upon  my  own  personal  observation,  that 
all  I  ever  saw  of  his  highness's  government , 
either  at  Madras,  where  I  resided  six  years, 
or  in  the  interior  t/f  the  provinces,  where 
I  continued  five  years,  has  fully  confirmed 
to  me  the  literal  truth  of  every  thing  stated 
by  those  illustrious  pei'sons.  With  such 
impressions  of  the  calamity  resulting  froixi 
this  management,  i  could  not  but  rejoice 
in  the  measure  which  extinguished  the 
source  of  so  many  evils ;  and  as  there 
seems  to  be  a  doubt  entertained  of  the  be- 
nefits which  have  been  derived  to  the  peo- 
ple from  the  change  of  government,  I  shall 
explain  to  the  house,  in  a  few  words,  in 
what  great  particuiars  this  tliiference  be- 
tween the  government  of  the  Compaoiy 
and  that  of  me  nabob  of  the  Carnsrtic  con- 
sists. And  first  I  would  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  pecuniary  consequences  of  this 
arrangement,  which  have  been  so  much 
mis-stated  by  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  G. 
Johnstone)  who  spoke  from  the  floor. 
That  hon.  member  has  declared  that  the 
Company  have  received,  since  their  pos- 
session of  the  Camatic,  les»  as  a  net  reve- 
nue, than  they  before  derived  as  subsidy 
from  the  nabob.  In  the  opening  of  his 
speech  that  hon.  member  avowed  that  he 
took  shame  to  himself  for  not  having  stu- 
died the  voluminous  papei's  before  the 
house,  so  as  to  speak  in  the  manner  he  de- 
sired upon  this  great  question ;  and  certain- 
ly, sir,  the  part  of  his  speech  in  regard  to 
the  revenues  of  the  Carna^tic,  is  a  very  per- 
fect illustration  of  the  justness  of  this  his 
eonfession.  Had  that  hon.  member  read  the 
statements  which  (at  my  instance)  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  house,  he 
would  have  seen  that  the  net  average  re- 
rennes  derived  from  the  Camatic  since  the 
treaty  made  with  Azeem  ud  Dowlah  by 


lord  Clive,  have  been  nearly  eighteen  lacs 
of  star  pagodas  yearly,  which  is  exactly 
doable  the  amount  received  in  subsidy  au^ 
nuaily  from  Walli^ah  or  Omdut  ul    Om- 
rah.     Such  are  the  happy  consequences  of 
this  arransefnent  upon  the  Company^s  fi- 
nances.    The  house  will,  I  trust,  pardon 
me,  if  I  detain  them  for  a  short  time  lon- 
ger in  explainhig  the  efifects  of  the  change 
of  ^vemment  upon  the  peopie  of  the  Car- 
natic.     Sir,  that  country  it  refireshed  by 
few  living  brooks,  or  running  streams,  and 
it  has  rain  only  at  a  season ;  great  part  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  lands  (aind  of  course 
the  subsistence  of  the  people)  depends  upon 
the  preservation  of  these  rains  iu  large 
reservoirs  or  tanks,  which  are  to  be  found 
in  every  village,  the  sacred  works  of  for- 
mer princes  and  benefa<;tors»    To  keep 
these  tanks  in  repair,  requires  means  far 
beyond  tlie  faculties  of  the  common  far- 
mer, or  cultivator  of  the  soil ;  and  if  not 
repaired  they  soon  &11  into  decay,  where- 
by gi^at  part  of  the  benefit  they  were  in- 
tended to  dispense  is  lost.     To  these  works 
Mahomed    Ally  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
pai4  scarcely  any  attention;  every  vdiere 
the . tanks,  wwe  in  a  state  of  ruin,  whilst  the 
revenues,  which  arise  almost  entirely  iix>m 
the  cultivation  of  ahe  lands,  were  rigorous- 
ly collected  according  to  the  old  accounts 
of  cultivation  in  the  villagiM.     Hence  the 
continual  oppression  of  the  people^  whose 
miseries  were  embittered  by  reflectiBg  that 
their  poverty  wa&  owing  to  the  piacsimony 
of  their  ruler.    In  the-  Cermpaay 's  districts, 
large  sums  have  always  been  expended 
upon  the  tanks ;  and  Idor  sir,  exult  in  the 
prospect  of  that  plenty  whieh  ^the. repair 
of  the  tanks  ill  the  Carnatic>  will  unques- 
tionably dispense  -  through 'ev«ry  village. 
The  next  great  diiierence  between  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nabob  and  the  Company, 
regards  the  religious  and  charitable  estab- 
lishments of  tlj^e  people.    The  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite  are,  I  dare  say,  not  aware 
that  nearly  one^tenth  of  tbe^  revenues  of 
the  Camatic  are  under  various  heads  ap- 
plicable to  these  establishments.  These  are 
also  the  pious  gifts  of  the  Hindoo  princes, 
and  the  due  appropriation  of    them  is 
regarded  ^with  the  deepest  interest  by  all 
the  classes  of  Hindoos  in  the  Carnatic 
under  the  nabob's  goveiliment;  these  reli- 
gious allowances  formed  the  fond  upon 
which  his  unprincipled   servants  preyed 
with  impunity  ;    and  it  has  been  the  wise 
deteinnination  of  the  Company's  govern- 
ment to  secure  this  Sacred  resource  fiH>m 
fraud    and   peculation,  ^md  to  «pply  it 
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wholly  to  its  original  pious  uses,  the  sup- 
port and  repair  of  the  pagodas  and  choul- 
tries, and    the    subsistence  of  thousands 
whose  livelihood  and  comfort  altogether 
depend  upon  the  faithful  application  of 
these  grants.     Sir,  I  know  what  happiness 
this  measure  extends  through  those  exten- 
sive provinces,  and  I  trust  tnat  it  will  ever 
be  conttnued.      The  last  point  which  I 
shall  notice  is  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  this  in  fact  comprises  every  thing. 
Under  the  nabob's   administration  there 
was  no  justice  at  all :    it  was  an  annual 
struggle  between  his  tyrannous  exactions 
and  tlie  endeavours  of  the  people  to  evade 
them  ;  h^ce  the  gi-eat  mass  of  the  people 
were  discontented,  and  ever  looking  to  a 
change.     Upon  the  rumour  of  an  internal 
commotion,  or  the  approach  of  an  invading 
army,  they  endeavoureVl  to  increase  the 
general  dnorder  instead  of  feeling  an  in- 
terest in  quelling  it.     The  Company  have 
established  in  part,  and  propose  to  insti- 
tute throughout  the  Carnatic,  a  fixed  as- 
sessment of  the  landed  revenue  ;  and  re- 
gular judicial  courts,  where  justice  is  ad- 
ministered by  a  person  liberally  rewarded; 
and  whose  honour  and  interest  it  is  to  de- 
cide impartially  and   dili&;ent1y.      This 
system  protects  with  equal  justice  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  individuals  against 
each  other  and  against  the  government, 
and  will  soon  substitute  the  blessings  of 
good  order  for  the  miseries  of  tyranny  and  , 
injustice.     Upon  the  whole  then,  sir,  I  re- 
joice in  the  treaty  made  with  Aeeem  ud 
Dowlah ;  I  see  that  it  is  justified  by  the 
law  of  nations,  that  it  is  in  the  highest  de- 
gree beneficial  to  the  Company,  and  above 
all,  that  it  dispenses  happiness  to  millions; 
I  shall  therefore  cordially  vote  against  the 
hon.  baronet's  motions,  and  in  favour  of 
the  previous  question  and  amendment,  as 
proposed  by   the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  second  in  the  former  debate. 

The  house  then  became  clamorous  for 
the  question,  when  a  division  took  place : 
For  the  previous  question     -  128 
For  the  Resolution    -     -     -    1 7 

Majority     -     - ill 

Before  the  gallery  was  opened,  the 
house  again  divided  on  the  fourth  Reso- 
lution, 

For  the  previous  question    -  12+ 
For  the  kesolution    -     -     -    15 

Majority     -     • 109 

Sir  Thomas  Turtrn,  on  his  return  into 
the  house  after  this  division,  observed, 
that  the  numbers  on  his  side  were  so  few^ 
that^he  should  not  now  proceed  to  move 


his  other  two  Resolutions,  but  Would  con- 
sent to  postpone  them,  if  the  right  hon. 
gent  (Mr.  Wallacs)  would  consent  to 
postpone  his  resolution  of  approbation. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  after  the  complete 
defeat  which  the  cause  of  the  hon.  bart.  had 
sustained,  he  might  well  forbear  moving 
any  Resolution  of  approbation;  for  what 
approbation  could  be  stronger  than  that 
testified  by  the  majorities  with  which  the 
hon.  baronet's  Resolutions  had  been  re» 
jected  ?  He  saw  no  reason,  however,  for 
entering  into  any  further  discussion  on  a 
future  day  ;  but  would  now  read  the  Re- 
solution with  which  he  intended  to  close 
the  business.  It  was  as  follows :  '*  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  mar« 

SttisWellesiey  and  lord  Clive,  in  their  con- 
uct  relative  to  the  Carnatic,  were  in- 
fluenced solely  by  an  anxious  zeal  and  so- 
licitude to  promote  the  permanent  security, 
welfare,  and  prosperity,  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  India. 

Sir  T.  Turton  determined  not  to  pro- 
ceed any  further,  but  moved  that  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  be  now  read,  intimating, 
that  this  day  fortnight  he  should  move 
his  other  two  Resolutions.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  sir  John  Anstruther 
were  perfectly  indifferent  when  the  hon* 
baronet  should  move  them.  What  had 
passed  in  the  debate  of  this  night,  and  in 
the  former  debate,  had  completely  shewn 
how  unanswerable  were  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  on  their  side  ;  and 
they  were  confident  that  when  the  public 
saw  the  state  of  the  divisions,  after  so 
many  boasts^  and  so  many  procrastina- 
tions, they  would  not  fail  to  form  a  just 
opinion  of  che  nature  of  the<ivhole  pro- 
ceeding.— Tlie  other  orders-  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed, at  three  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning. 


HOUSE  OF   COHniONS. 

TJmrsdi^,  Jtme  2. 

[Scotch  Judges  Annuity  Bill.]  The 
Lord  Advocate  moved.  That  the  house 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  en 
the  Scotch  Judges'  Annuity  Bill. 

Mr.  Bankes  expressed  himself  altogether 
averse  to  the  principle  of  this  bill,  and 
ifi'as  extremely  surprized  to  perceive  it 
was  endeavoured  to  be  hurried  through 
the  house,  when  it  made  so  great  a  grant 
of  public  money,  and  was  a  subject  oa 
which  so  many  various  and  discordant 
sentiments  had  been  already  delivered.  It 
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was  a  measure  instituted  without  any  ne- 
cessity ;  the  crown  had  the  power  of  grant- 
ing pensions  to  superannuated  Judges  al- 
ready ;  and,  least  of  all^  did  there  exist,  in 
the  present  instance,  any  shadow  of  reason 
for  the  interference  of  parliament.  The 
question  had  been  for  some  time  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  the  report  had  been  delayed  by  some 
untoward  circumstances,  but  would  very 
shortly  be  before  the  house  ;  this  would 
enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  necessity 
of  the  measure.  He  should,  therefore, 
move  '  That  the  committal  of  the  bill  be 
deferred  until  this  day  se'nnight' 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  saw  no 
reason  for  the  delay  proposed,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  the  hon.  member  had  any 
serious  objection  to  the  bill,  which  was 
only  intended  to  set  the  superannuated 
Judges  of  Scotland  on  the  same  liberal 
footing  as  those  of  England.  It  was  an 
improper  mode  of  providing  for  the  super- 
annuated Judges  from  the  revenue  of  the 
king  ;  first,  because  these  pensions  could 
be  withdrawn  at  pleasure  ;  and  secondly, 
because  tliey  would  expire  with  the  life  of 
the  king.  He  considered  the  delay  pro- 
posed as  dangerous  to  the  Bill,  aiid,  there- 
fore, should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Abercrotnhy  wished  the  bill  should 
not  be  committed  until  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  should  be  before  the 
house  ;  the  delay  was  inconsiderable,  and 
might  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the 
country.— After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Rose,  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion. On  the  division  there  appeared  for 
going  into  the  Committee,  Ayes  63  ; 
Noes  32.    Majority  31. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee. 
On  the  Clause  entitling  any  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Courts  of  Session  or  Justiciary,  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  of  the  Barons  of 
Exchequer,  to  rrtire  on  3-'iths  of  their  sa- 
lary, sir  John  Newport  proposed  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  words  "  or  Barons  of 
Exchequer"  should  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  it  was  altogether  a 
mistake  to  compare  the  duties  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  with 
those  that  were  discharged  b^  the  court 
of  the  same  name  in  Westmmster  Hall. 
The  former  were  merely  a  Board  of  Reve- 
nue. It  had  been  justly  said,  that  on  an 
average  they  had  not  twelve  causes  before 
them  in  twelve  months.  During  the  term 
before  last,  he  was  informed  there  were 
pnly  three  causes,  and  during  the  term  just 
finished  not  a  single  one. 


Mr.  Ftdler  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
permit  the  Scotch  to  have  all  possible 
means  of  remuneration  for  their  labour  in 
their  own  country.    The  present  detici- 
ency   was,  perhaps,  the  reason  why   so 
many    young    Scotchmen   thronged    the 
streets  of  London,  hunting  aiter  promotion. 
If  it  would  be  the  means  of  keeping  these 
young  adventurers  at  home,  he  should  feel 
happy  in  giving  the  bill  its  greatest  lati- 
tude, and  should,  therefore,  support  the 
original  clause. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  the  whole  of 
the  revenue  questions  in  Scotland   came 
before  the  court  of  exchequer.     If  it  were 
once  to  be  laid  down,  that  persons  who 
from  age  or  infirmity  were  incapable  of 
instructing  the  jury  aright,   be  allowed  to 
continue  judges,  ^the  complaint  of  there 
being  little  revenue  business  in  Scotland 
would  soon  cease  to  operate.     It  was  ne* 
cessary  to  take  care  that  the  Judges  in  that 
court,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  were  effi- 
cient. 

Sir  S.  Romiify  was  decidedly  of  this 
mind ;  but  he  presumed  to  think  it  would 
hardly  be  said,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer   had    hitherto    been    inefficient. 
Therefore^  there  could  be  the  less  necessity 
for  the.  present  bill  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned.    He  was  informed,  that  it  was 
quite  consistent  with  the  duties  of  this 
office,  that  the  person  exercising  it,  should 
reside  in  a  foreign  country.     He  expected 
to  have  heard  from  bis  learned  friend,  some 
reasons  for  the  present  measure,  but  he 
was  disappointed.    The  learned  lord  had 
said,  that  22  causes  had  stood  in  the  paper 
for  trial  during  the  last  term  ;  but  every 
gentleman  present  knew,  that  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this,  as  not  one 
of  them  might  have  been  insisted  in. 

The  Solicuor  General  for  Scotland  thought 
it  invidious  to  make  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  Barons  of  Exchequer,  who  were 
Judges  of  one  of  the  supreme  courts,  and 
the  Judges  of  the  other  courts.  The  la- 
bour, unquestionably,  could  not  be  com* 
pared  with  that  of  the  Judges  of  the  court 
of  Session;  but  still  their  duties  were 
important.  They  had  even  to  controul 
the  grants  of  the  minister  himself. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said  it  had  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  Barons  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland  came  in  place  of  the  old  liords 
of  the  Treasury.  The  duties,  of  course, 
which  devolved  on  them,  were  not,  and 
could  not  be  judicial.  The  house  was  now 
called  on  to  give  pensions  to  the  name  of 
Barons  of  Exchequerj  for  in  no  other  way 
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did  they  resemble  the  persons  in  this  coun- 
try exercising  judicial  functions.  There 
were  many  offices  of  a  ministerial  nature^ 
the  dutfes  of  which  were  important,  but 
still  the  persons  holding  them  were  not  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  salaries. 

Mr.  Bankes  declared,  that  all  the  ex- 
planations made  by  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  duties  of  .the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotland,  did  not  satisfy  his 
mind  that  their  offices  were  judicial.  He 
could  conceive  it  perfectly  possible  that 
they  might  go  by  the  same  name,  and 
not  have  the  same  duties  to  perform  with 
the  •  Barons  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland.  A 
person  might  once  belong  to  a  court  of 
justice  and  yet  his  character  not  be  judi- 
cial. A)i>  ior  iitetance,  his  right  hon.  friend 
opposite  was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  head  ol*  that  court,  and,  on  the  prin- 
ciple, now  contended  for,  must  be  entitled 
to  a  salary  on  retiring  from  his  office;  but 
this,  he  presumed  to  think,  would  hardly 
be  maintained. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  minor  considera- 
tion that,  by  the  act,  the  judges  held  their 
situations '  quam  diu  bene  se  gesserint ;' 
and  that  the  case  of  the  Sherifls  of  Coun- 
ties in  Scotland,  alluded  to  by  an  hon. 
gent,  was  not  at  all  analogous,  as  such  offi- 
cers were  not  thereby  removed  ii*om  any 
profession  in  the  duties  of  which  they  had 
been  previously  employed.  He  denied 
that  these  pensions  were  so  much  for  the 
benetit  of  the  individuals  concerned  as  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  by  securing  an 
adequate  and  uninterrupted  administration 
of  justice. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  the  question 
ought  to  be  argued  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  grants  upon  superannuation,  and 
not  upon  the  strained  analogy  of  reducing 
the  Scotch  judges  to  the  same  standard  as 
the  judges  of  this  country.  Such  an  assi- 
milation reminded  him  of  the  old  fable, 
'  How  we  apples  swim.^  And  as  to  the 
plurality  of  duties,  the  division  of  such  la- 
bour was  more  like  the  division  of  business 


Let  gentlemen  speak  of  it  as  they  would, 
it  was,  after  all,  nothing  more  than  spread- 
ing a  small  substance  upon  a  great  extent. 
It  did  appear  to  him  to  be  a  provision  not 
at  all  called  for. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  thought  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  objections  why  the  Welch 
judges  were  not  viemioaed  ai  well  as  tho 
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Scotch,  to  remind  the  house  that  the  Welch 
judges  had,  with  their  appointment,  the 
benefit  of  their  practice,  and  of  such  im- 
portance was  that  privilege  considered, 
that  there  were  many  English  barristers 
who  would  not  accept  of  the  place  of  a 
Scotch  judge,  and  who  would  yet  be  very 
glad  to  get  that  of  a  Welch  judge.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  had  had  recourse 
at  the  same  time  to  two  arguments  that 
destroyed  each  other.  It  was  argued  that 
the  place  was  a  sinecure,  and  should  not 
therefore  have  a  pension  on  retirement, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  Scotch  judges  would  be  anxious 
to  retire  and  enjoy  the  profit  of  a  pension 
without  the  trouble  of  the  office.  This  was 
saying,  it  was  and  was  not  a  sinecure ; 
either  must  be  given  up  :  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, either  that,  if  it  is  a  sinecure  there 
would  not  be  such  inducement  to  retire,  or 
that  it  is  not  a  sinecure,  and  therefore  wor- 
thy of  a  future  compensation,  when  the 
juage  retires  through  old  age  or  infirmity. 
— ^Ihe*  committee  then  divided  on  the 
amendment.  Ayes  41 ;  Noes  84 :  Majority 
against  the  amendment  43. 

[Military  Commissioners'  Bill.]  Tlie 
Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Military  Inquiry.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  pass  this  bill 
through  all  its  stages  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. A  bill  for  this  purpose  had  already 
passed  both  houses  ot  parliament  in  this 
session,  but  by  some  accident,  it  had  been 
omitted  in  the  commission  which  had  pas- 
sed the  great  seal  for  giving  the  royal  as- 
sent to  bills  agreed  upon  by  both  houses. 
In  consequence  of  this  omission,  the  pow- 
ers of  the  commissioners  had  expired 
yesterday,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
have  this  bill  revived,  to  continue  them. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  right  to  make 
some  observations  on  this  case.  It  waa 
contrary  to  the  constitution  that  bills  agreed 
upon  by  both  houses  should  lie  in  the  other 
house  without  being  noticed,  when  a  com- 
mission from  the  gi*eat  seal  came  down 
to  give  the  royal  assent  to  bills  so  agreed 
upon.  There'  being  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  present  case  happened  otherwise 
than  by  mere  accident,  the  present  mo- 
tion might  be  sufficient. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr. 
Ponsonby  suggested  the  propriety  of  a 
special  entry  on  the  Joumals„the  Speaker 
stated  there  was  iio  parliamentary  know- 
ledge of  the  fact  J  to  ascertain  which,  so 
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Bs  to  warrant  a  special  entry,  a  formal  in- 
quiry should  be  made  in  the  house  of  lords: 
but  that  no  irregularity  would  be  seen  on 
the  Journals  of  this  house  by  proceeding 
without  a  special  entry,  as  this  case  would 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  tempo- 
rary bill  to  continue  another,  which  other- 
wise would  have  expired  before  the  con- 
tinuing bill  could  receive  the  royal  assent. 
— Leave  was  accovdingly  given  to  bring  in 
the  billi  which  was  passed  through  its  first 
said  second  reading,  committed,  reported, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

[London  Vaccine  Institution.]  Sir 
T.  Turton  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
managers  of  the  London  Vaccine  Institu- 
tion, stating  the  effects  of  their  care  and 
the  exertions  used  under  their  direction,  in 
spreading  Vaccine  Inoculation.  The  pe- 
titioners prayed  public  aid,  the  institution 
having  been  hitherto  supported  only  by  vo- 
luntary contributions.  Before  the  Peti- 
tion was  read, 

Mr.  Fulkr  rose  and  observed  with  con- 
siderable wrarmth,  that  a  grosser  forgery 
had  never  been  submitted  to  that  house. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, and  reminded  him  that  the  Petition 
had  not  been  yet '  read,  and  that  when  it 
was,  the  house  would  be  better  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  nature  of  its  contents.  Mr. 
Fuller  resumed  his  seat  amidst  consider- 
able laughter.  The  Petition  was  then  read, 
Xnd  sir  T.  Turton  moved,  that  it  do  lie  on 
the  table,  when 

Mr.  Fuller  again  rose  and  apologized  for 
his  abrupt  manner  of  rising  before.  He 
said  that  this  business  was  a  gross  cheat ; 
a  palpable  trick  tp  swindle  the  public ;  or, 
if  it  was  not  absolute  swindling,  it  went 
▼ery  near  the  wind.  When  they  came  to 
solicit  his  subscription,  he  thought  they 
were  at  the  head  of  some  respectable  cor- 
poration, but  what  did  they  turn  out  to 
he}  A  parcel  of  Quakers  or  Presbyte- 
rians, or  whatever  they  were  called.  Tney 
had  got  at  first  five  guineas  from  him; 
but  the  moment,  he  detected  them,  he 
threatened  them  with  a  Bow-street  officer 
and  a  charge  for  swindling ;  and  the  dread 
of  detection  soon  frightened  them*  into  a 
re-delivery  of  his  five  guineas.  What  a 
shame  then  was  it  to  see  their  cause 
espoused  by  any  man  in  that  house.  A 
member  of  parliament  should  be  ashamed 
of  having  any  thing  to  do  with  such  fel- 
lows. He  did  not  suppose  that  the  hon. 
baronet  shared  in  their  gains  [a  laugh.] 
That  gentleman  was  welcome  to  laugh  if  he 


pleased,  and  look  and  spout  speeches  Hke 
a  lawyer,  but  it  was  a  poor  way  to  shew 
himself  ofl^  and  to  make  a  noise  and  stir 
for  notoriety.  He  hoped  the  house  would 
not  countenance  such  a  piece  of  sv^i^d- 
ling. 

Sir  T.  l\irt<m  felt  no  resentment  at   the 
warm   language  of  the  hon.   gent.      He 
wished  the  hon.  gent,  was  in  as  perfect 
good  humour  with  himself,  as  he  and  the 
house  were  with  him.    The  Jeimerian  So- 
ciety was  not  instituted  till  1805.      The 
original  Cow  Pox  hioculation  Society  w^as 
instituted  in  179d.     The  Institution  which 
the  petition  related  to,  was  established  in 
1806,  he  allowed  principally  by  a  set  of 
Quakers,  a  sect  to  whose  moral  and  virtuous 
principles  and  conduct,  he  was  happy  to 
bear  testimony.    Since  that  time  this  In- 
stitution had  communicated  the  vaccine 
matter  to  8 1,000  persons  in  every  situation 
of  life.    The  petitioners  desired  only  to 
have  the  facts  alleged  in  their  petition  in- 
quired into ;  and  hoped  for  public  aid  only 
in  the  event  of  their  being  found  entitled 
to  it  on  public   grounds. — The  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ 

[Vaccination.]  Mr.  Rose  deferred  his 
notice  of  a  motion  on  this  subject  until 
Thursday.  His  object  was  to  diminish 
the  evils  which  nov/  resulted  from  the 
dissemination  of  spurious  and  improper 
Vaccine  matter,  by  the  establishment  of 
some  central  Institution,  from  which  the 
genuine  virus  should  be  distributed  without 
expehce.  If  the  house  should  acquiesce  in 
his  motion,  he  should  then  propose  to  sub- 
mit the  management  of  the  institution  to 
a  certain  number  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians. This  was  not  a  government  mea- 
sure, and  he  bagged  to  be  understood  a^ 
having  no  particular  partiality  to  any  one 
of  the  present  institutions  more  than  ano- 
ther. His  object  was  to  give  the  best 
possible  effect  to  the  discovery  of  Br. 
Jenner. 

[East  India  CoMpjCkry's  Affairs.}  Mr. 
Creevey  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  a  copy  of  an  exposition  of  the  Af&irs 
of  the  East  India  company,  which  had 
been  laid  before  the  committee  by  the  di- 
rectors. A  Report  had  been  already  pre- 
sented to  the  house  by  the  East  India 
committee,  upon  which  a  grant  of  money 
to  the  company  was  to  be  moved.  His 
object  was  to  have  this  paper  before  the 
house,  in  order  that  virhen  gentlemen 
came  to  vote  on  the  queslion,  they  might 
be  as  well  informed  upott  the  subject  as 
the  committee.     The  hon.  Biamber  stated 
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that  the  first  thing  done  by  the  committee 
was  to  call  for  a  general  statement  of  the 
Afiairs  of  the  Company  from  the  directors. 
An  Exposition  had  accordingly  been  given 
in,  presenting   a  view,   gloomy  enough, 
of  taeir  situation.    When  the  committee 
came  to  consider  what  security  the  com- 
pany could  giye  for  any  loan  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  them>  it  was  thought  best  that 
they  should  present  a  petition  to  parlia- 
menty  to  be  by  the  house  referred  to  the 
committee.    A  Petition  was  accordingly 
presented  (see  p.  68) ;    but  in  it  they  had 
forgot  all  their  distresses.    They  put  off 
their  Indian  debt  in  a  parenthesis,  and 
made  out  a  surplus  at  home  of  eight  mil- 
lions.   This  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  what  he  complained  of  was,  that 
they  had    adopted  the  Petition  as    the 
ground  of  the  report,  and  not  the  Exposi- 
tion.   Delusive,  therefore,  as  the  Indian 
budgets  had  been,  they  were  nothing  to 
the  delusion  of  this  report.     The  hon. 
member  observed,  that  he  could  see  no 
good  reason  for  refusing  to  produce  this 
report»  although  he  could  conceive  that 
many  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
would  not  much  relish  the  idea  of  its  be- 
ing made  public.      The  friends  of  lord 
Melville  and  of  marquis  VVellesley  could 
not,  perhaps,  much  desire  to  produce  a 
paper  in  which  the  directors  ascribed  their 
distress  to  the  Board  of  Controul  consti- 
tuted in  1784,  and  to  the  Mahratta  war. 
Still,  however,  before    the    house    could 
justly  vote  away  the  public  money  to  the 
company,  they  ought  to  have  every  possi- 
ble knowledge  of  their  aii&irs,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  for  this  document. 

Mr.  R.  Dundae  said,  that  the  objection 
to  the  produc^on  of  the  paper,  had  been 
merely  a  question  of  time.  The  Exposi- 
tion related  principally  to  the  state  of  the 
company's  aiSairs  abroad.  The  Report  re- 
lated to  their  af&irs  at  home«  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  with  the  exception  of 
the  hon.  gent,  had  thought  it  better  to  de- 
lay the  production  of  the  Exposition  till 
the  second  report,  where  those  matters 
would  be  treated  to  which  it  related.  He 
denied  that  any  delusions  had  been,  held 
out,  but  said  that  the  predictions  of  lord 
Melville  and  his  noble  friend  near  him 
(lord  Castlereagh)  were  justified  by  the 
then  situation  of  the  company,  and  had 
only  failed  from  circumstances  which  they 
could  not  foresee. 

Lord  A,  UamUton  observed,  that  the 
question  was,  whether  any  proposition  for 
a  loan  to  tbo  East  India  company  was  to 


b«L  made  in  the  mean  time.  If  there  was, 
then  the  document  would  come  a  ^reat 
deal  too  late  if  it  only  accompaniea  the 
second  report.  Unless,  then,  he  had 
some  guarantee,  first,  that  the  paper  would 
be  laid  before  the  house  at  no  ver)r  distant 
period,  and,  next,  that  no  proposition  for 
a  loan  should  be  made  in  the  mean  time, 
he  must  certainly  vote  for  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  R*  Dundoi  said,  that  he  meant  to 
move  to-morrow  s'ennight,  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  the  balance  due  from 
the  public  to  the  company. 

Mr.  Wilbetforce  stated,  that  he  had 
agreed  with  the  majority  of  the  commit* 
tee,  that  it  was  best  to  defer  presenting 
the  Exposition,  till  they  reported  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  chiefly  related  :  erro- 
neous speculations  might  be  formed  upon 
that  document,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
house,  if  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  the  observations  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wmdkam  said,  that  this  was  a  good 
answer  as  far  as  the  committee  was  con« 
cerned.  But  the  question  for  the  house 
to  consider  was,  whether  ^hey  were  to 
vote  a  grant  of  money  to .  the  Company 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining this  exposition  of  their  affairs  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  at  all  events  the  motion  was  prema- 
ture, as  the  report  w*as  not  printed,  -and 
the  house  could  not  know  what  was  pro- 
posed in  it.  If  nothing  should  appear  in 
that  report  but  that  we  should  pay  our 
debts,  the  paper  would  not  be  necessary 
with  a  view  to  that  question.  This,  there- 
fore, was  not  the  time  for  the  house  to  de- 
cide whether  the  committee  had  done 
wrong  or  not  in  withholding  that  paper 
for  the  present. 

Lord  Folkestone  understood,  that  the 
president  of  the  board  of  conti'oul  intend- 
ed  to  propose  in  the  first  place,  no  more 
than  the  payment  of  what  were  called  our 
debts.  In  that  case  the  production  of  the 
paper  would  not  be  so  necessary.  But 
yet  the  Report  proposed,  that  a  lar^e  sum 
over  and  above  those  debts  should  be 
granted  to  the  company.  At  all  events^ 
it  was  4)roper,  that  the  house  should  have 
every  information  on  the  subject  as  soon 
as  possible  ;  and  as  there  could  be  no  real 
objection  to  the  production  of  this  paper, 
he  should  vote  for  its  being  laid  immedi- 
ately on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  Anstndher  said,  that  the  house  did 
not  know  whether  the  paper  related  to 
the  report  or  not.    If  any  memf^er,  after 
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gine  it  would  ;  oats  might  be  somewhat 
cheaper,  and  so  might  peas  and  beans  if 
the  crop  was  better,  but  he  hardly  thought 
it  likely  that  wheat  would,  or  that  upon 
the  whole  we  should  be  more  plentifully 
supplied  with  grain  than  at  present.  There 
was  no  probability  that  the  same  reasons 
would  not  exist,  ii'  reasons  they  could  be 
called,  for  stopping  the  distilleries  next 
year,  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  He 
then  observed  that  several  gentlemen  had 
remarked,  that.it  was  extraordinary  the 
landed  interest  should  so  much  complain 
of  the  loss  of  the  distillery  market,  when 
at  the  same  time  they  were  so  patient 
under  and  so  little  complained  of  the  an- 
nual importation  of  foreign  corn,  and  which 
operated  to  the  full  as  injuriously  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  as  the  proposed 
measure  could  possibly  do.  But  those 
hon.  gentlemen  were  compleatly  mistaken 
in  their  ideas  upon  that  subject.  -The 
landed  interest  did  sensibly  feel  the  injury 
done  to  British  agriculture  by  the  facility 
of  importation  of  corn  of  foreign  growth, 
but  they  felt  also  the  impropriety  and  im- 
policy of  making  these  topics  the  subject 
of  frequent  parliamentary  discussion.  Had 
those  hon.  gentlemen  forgot  that  only  four 
years  ago  an  act  passed  to  check  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  representations  of  the  landed 
interest  upon  the  subject  at  that  time?  Had 
they  forgot  .the  clamour  that  was  raised 
against  that  measure,  and  the  difficulty 
there  was  in  overcoming  those  clamours, 
notwithstanding  the  support  it  received  in 
parliament,  and  the  very  limited  extent  to 
which  the  principle  of  that  bill  was  con- 
fined ?  The  landed  interest  did  certainly 
feel  strongly  that  nothing  could  be  more 
injurious  and  more  impolitic  than  encourag- 
ing the  agriculture  of  foreign  countries 
at  the  expence  of  our  own.  We  had  all 
the  means  of  providing  for  our  own  sub- 
sistence, we  had  lands,  capital,  industry, 
agricultural  science,  nothing  was  requi- 
site but  proper  encouragement,  and  pro- 
per security.  It  was  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  continue  such  a  system  of  laws  and 
regulations  relating  to  the  corn  trade  as  in 
truth  operated  to  depress  the  agriculture 
of  our  own  country,  and  encourage  that  of 
foreign  nations ;  even  now,  since  the  pas- 
sing of  the  act  of  1804.,  the  British  markets 
had  been  constantly  open  to  foreigners, 
and  the  British  growers  as  constantly  de- 
prived of  any  reciprocal  advantage.  It 
was  true  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
were  such  that  the  importation  would  have 


been  checked  bad  the  average  price  fallen 
to  66f .  per  qr.  wheat,  and  that  was  a  consi- 
derable advantage  in  the  security    to  the 
farmers  against  an  excessive  depression, 
compared  with  the  act  previously  existing; 
but  it  ought  to  be  stopped  at  a  much  earlier 
period.    The  prejudices  of  the  people  how- 
ever were  strong  upon  these  subjects,  and 
unfortunately  their  opinionswere  too  gene- 
rally mistaken  and  operating  against  their 
own  object  and  interests.    In  the  year  1195 
the  table  of  the  house  was  covered    \%ith 
petitions  signed  by  thousands  of  persons, 
praying  the  repeal  of  that  law,  and  ex- 
pressing their  desire  in  very  urgent  terms. 
Neither  the   administration  of  that  day, 
however,  nor  the  majority  of  the  house, 
thought  it  advisable  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  it  was  very 
fortunato  they  did  not,  for  the  repeal  of 
that  measure  would  have  materially  damp- 
ed the  spirit  of  improving  agriculture,  and 
we  should  have  now  had   to  deplore  the 
eflects.    In  this  instance  there  was  another 
proof  of  the  dift'erent  policy  which  then 
prevailed,    contrasted    with    that    which 
seemed  to  govern  his  majesty's  ministers 
at  the  present  moment;  the  price  of  wheat 
was   higher   by  above  ten   shillings  per 
quarter   when   these  petitions  were   pre- 
sented to  the  house  than  it  was  then,  when 
the  grain  distillery  was  about  to  be  pro- 
hibited.    Th^e  circumstances  altogether 
proved,  that  the  landed  interest  was  not  in- 
different to  the  importation  of  foreign  corn, 
though  solicitous  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
the  agitation  of  questions  of  such  a  nature 
as  had  always  been  found  to  create  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Lord  W,  Russell  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  silence  of  ministers  on  a  question  of 
this  importance.  He  wished  to  know, 
whether  they  considered  themselves  as 
responsible  for  this  measure,  which  was 
brought  forward  under  such  suspicious 
circumstances.  He  asked,  whether  it  was 
wise  or  politic  to  restrict  agriculture  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  ? 
/The  proposition  appeared  to  him  incon- 
sistent with  common  sense. 

The  house  then  divided:  for  the  se- 
cond reading  90,  against  it  39.  Majo- 
rity 51. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
English  Local  Militia  bill,  after  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  two  clauses  reserved 
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on  a  former  night.  On  the  clause  for  re- 
c^uiring  persons  who  claim  exemptions  in 
consequence  of  having  paid  the  fine  under 
the  act,  to  sign  a  decKiration  that  they 
had  not  paid  by  means  of  any  insurance 
or  otherwise  than  with  their  own  proper- 
ty, being  read, 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  make  the  measure  bear 
heavily  upon  the  lower  classes,  whilst  it 
would  operate  lightly  on  the  higher  classes 
If  personal  service  was  enforced  in  every 
instance,  the  measure  would  not  operate 
so  unequally.  But  as  substitution  was  not 
allowed,  he  thought  that  the  lower  classes 
should  be  permitted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  pressure  of  the  fine  by  insurance, 
as  otherwise  the  measure  would  be  odious 
in  the  country. 

The  Secretary  at  War  was  surprised  at  the 
opposition  made  to  this  clause,  because  it 
would  go  to  the  whole  of  the  bill.  This 
clause  was  absolutely  necessary  to  render 
the  bill  operarive,  as,  if  insurance  was  al- 
lowed, the  bill  could  never  take  effect.  The 
burthen  of  the  service  could  not  be  heavy, 
or  the  number  of  volunteers  who  offer- 
ed themselves  to  serve  as  local  militia, 
would  not  he  so  great  as  the  fact  proved 
it  to  be. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  this  clause  most 
highly  objectionable,  because  it  imposed 
a  heavy  partial  burtlicn  upon  individuals 
of  the  lower  class,  without  allowing  them 
to  secure  themselves  against  it  by  insu- 
rance. The  measure  ought  either  to  en- 
force in  every  instance  personal  service, 
or  insurance  should  be  allowed,  because 
in  every  case  the  lesser  evil  would  be  pre- 
ferred. In  the  lower  classes  the  fine 
would  be  a  greater  evil  than  personal  ser- 
vice, and  they  of  course  must  serve, 
whilst  with  the  higher  classes  the  fine 
would  be  the  lesser  evil,  and  they  of 
course  would  pay  it,  and  not  submit  to 
their  personal  service.  The  service  would 
be  ruin  to  many  persons  in  business,  who 
must  serve,  and  if  the  service  would  be 
ruin,  the  fine  which  went  to  compel  it 
roust  be  equally  ruinous.  No  option 
therefore  was  given,  as  was  stated  by 
the  noble  lord,  because  either  alternative 
roust  be  ruin  to  the  industrious  classes, 
whom  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  pro- 
tect. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated  that  there  were 
only  two  ways  of  mitigating  the  severity 
of  conscription  by  ballot ;  mitigation  by 
fine,  or  mitigation  by  substitution.  He 
preferred  the  mitigation  by  fine,  and  was 


not   surprised  at  the   opposition  of   the 
right  hon.  gent,   because   he  was   most 
animated  in  resisting  every  principle  that 
was  borrowed  from  himself;  the  fine  being 
the  principle  of  his  Training  bill,  which 
did  not  admit  of  substitution.     The  insu- 
rance he  looked  upon  as  injurious  to  the 
military  service.     In  the  case  of  insurance 
offices,  the  office  keeper  endeavoured,  as 
was  natural,  to  obtain  the  men  on  the 
cheapest  tenns,  and  so  far  interfered  with 
the  recruiting  for  the  army.  The  same  effect 
was  produced  by  the  insurance  clubs,  and 
by  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  parishes 
to  individuals  of  a  particular  description. 
The  insurance,  if  allowed  in  this  instance, 
would  have  the  effect  of  withdrawing  the 
men  from  the  service.     The  service  under 
this  bill  was  different  from  that  under  the 
permanent  militia  establishment;  for  whilst 
persons   could  not  enter  into   the  latter, 
without  destruction  to  all   their  domestic 
habits   and   prospects  in  life,  the  service 
under  the  former  would  not  be  attended 
by  that  ruin  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
apprehended.  The  permission  of  insurance 
would  have  the  effect  of   throwing  the 
whole  burthen  of  service  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  by  withdrawing  all  those  whose 
means   enabled   them,    by  insurance,    to 
cover  themselves  from  the  personal  ser- 
vice.    He  was  convinced,  that  insurance 
was  at  complete  variance  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  consent  to  allow  it  under  any  circum- 
stances to  interfere  with  the  operation  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Davies  Gi</^  thought  that  the  clause, 
as  worded,  appeared  to  be  too  severe  ; 
because  it  would  seem  that  in  every  in- 
stance the  fine  was  to  be  the  property  of 
the  person  paying  it,  whereas  he  was  of 
opinion  that  parents  should  be  allowed  to 
pay  for  their  sons,  and  masters  for  their 
apprentices  or  servants. 

Mr.  Babtngtofi  did  not  approve  of  per- 
mitting persons  to  insure,  and  thought  !()/. 
a  very  proper  sum  to  be  paid  in  the  way 
of  fine.  For  if  the  fine  was  very  low,  and 
insurance  was  permitted,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  every  person  would  insure, 
and  the  fine  would  be  paid  by  the  insu- 
rance offices. 

Lord  if.  Petty  contended,  that  by  insu- 
rance they  who  insured  would  not  do  it  to 
withdraw  themselves  fi*om  the  sen^ice 
of  the  country,  but  to  enable  them  to 
meet  aii  option  held  out  to  them  by  the 
legislature.  He  insisted  also  that  it  was 
the  middle  class  o.f  industrious  persons  that 
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the  report  was  examined,  should  think 
that  th«  committee  had  reported  short  on 
any  subject  of  which  it  treated,  then 
would  he  the  time  for  the  motion  for  addi- 
tional documents.  He  admitted  that  the 
paper  in  (juestion  must  be  produced  when 
the  committee  reported  on  the  matters  to 
which  it  related  ;  but  there  was  no  occa- 
sion to  lay  it,  till  then,  before  the  house. 

Mr.  •  Tiermy  observed,  that  every  faci- 
lity had  been  afiorded  to  his  hon.  friend 
to  procure  all  the  evidence  with  respect 
to  the  home  affairs  of  the  company  ;  and 
if  no  more  evidence  was  produced,  it  was 
his  hon.  friend's  fault.  It  was  rather  un- 
fair, therefore,  to  hold  up  the  committee 
to  the  public  as  desirous  to  conceal  the  si- 
tuation of  the  company.  He  disclaimed 
any  such  intention.  The  Report  related 
to  the  home  aj^irs ;  and  if  he  had  been 
in  the  committee  at  the  time,  he  certainly 
would  have  voted  with  the  majority  for 
withholding  that  paper  for  the  present, 
as  having  no  relation  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  report.  If  what  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee  as  debt  was 
alone  to  be  proposed  upon  that  report, 
there  could  be  no  use  for  the  document ; 
but,  if  any  assistance  was  intended  to  be 
TOted  in  the  first  instance,  then,  however 
hard  on  the  company  it  might  be,  he 
would  assent  to  the  production  of  the  pa- 
per. He  did  not  wish  to  gloss  over  the 
af&irs  of  the  company  ;  neither  did  he 
wis^  to  prejudice  the  public  against  them. 
They  were  entitled  to  justice.  They  had 
exposed  their  affiars  very  fairly  ;  and  all 
the  members  of  that  committee  were  most 
anxious  to  find  out  and  state  the  exact 
and  fair  truth  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Ponsonby  admitted,  that  the  best 
way  of  proceeding  would  be,  in  the  first 
instance  to  clear  all  our  debts  to  the  com- 
pany if  any  wcere  due,  and  then  to  exa- 
mine into  the  general  state  of  their  aflFairs. 
If  it  was,  therefore,  to  be  understood  that 
nothing  fnrther  was  to  be  proposed  by  the 
hon.  president  of  the  board  of  controul  in 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  except 
a  liquidation  of  the  debt,  he  thought  his 
^on.  friend  might  suffer  himself  to  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present. 

,  Mr.  Cre«?e^ observed,  that  he  would  never 
I'etraqt  what  he  might  at  any  time  have 
said  respecting  the  committee,  but  still 
maintained  that  it  was  improperly  consti- 
tuted. He  would  watch  over  their  proceed- 
ingSi  however,  in  whatever  manner  he, 
bought  proper.    The  report  consisted  of 


two  parts ;  the  one  of  debt,  the  other  of 
loan.  With  regard  to  the  latter  point,  the 
paper  he  moved  for  was  very  essential ; 
and  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  have  it 
at  present,  since  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
president  to  the  question,  whether  he 
meant  to  propose  only  a  liquidation  of  the 
debt,  or  a  loan  together  with  that,  had 
been  evasive.  There  was  something,  hew- 
ever,  in  what  the  chancellor  Of  the  exche- 
quer had  said  as  to  the  report  not  being  as 
yet  known  to  the  house ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
meaning  to  repeat  it  if  any  loan  was  to 
be  proposed  in  the  interval  between  the 
first  and  seoond  report. 

Mr.  R.  Dmdas  said,  that  he  only  meant 
in  the  first  instance  to  propose  a  liquida- 
tion of  the  debt. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  reprobated  the  lan- 
guage held  by  Mr.  Creevey,  that  the  Bast 
India  Company  w«re  bankrupts ;  and  con- 
tended that  while  the  committee  was  com- 
posed of  men  perfectly  competent  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  company's 
aflairs,  the  conduct  of  the  hoii.  gent*  this 
evening,  was  such  as  to  detract  much  from 
the  weight  of  any  obseiTations  which 
he  might  in  future  make  upon  the  report 
when  it  was  made. — ^The  motion  was  ac- 
cordingly withdrawn. 

[Bank  op  Ireland  Bill.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read  for  the  house  resolving 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land bill. 

Lord  H,  Petty  rose  to  move  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  committee  to  enable  Roman- 
Catholics  to  become  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland.  In  bringing  this  proposition 
forward,  he  felt  that  he  should  have  to 
encounter  very  great  difficulty,  not  fhim 
the  complexity  of  the  subject,  but  firom 
the  task  of  obviating  an  objection,  if  any 
objection  could  possibly  exist,  against 
adopting  a  measure  of  conciliation  to  the 
Roman-Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  cliarter 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  granted  in 
1782,  and  the  Roman-Catholics  were  then 
excluded  from  the  direction,  agreeably  to 
the  spirit  of  the  penal  laws.  In  the  act  of 
1793,  the  bar  to  their  admission  wa^  in- 
tended to  be  removed ;  but  this  intention 
was  frustrated  by  the  omission  of  a  single 
word  in  the  act.  He  had  heard  ic  argued, 
that  it  would  be  prudenti^  allow  this  ob- 
scurity to  remain ;  but  h^  asserted  that 
now,  when  the  house  was  legislating  upon 
the  subject,  by  allowing  the  doubt  to  re- 
main which  at  first  was  merely  accidental, 
the  catholics  were  placed,  in  a  worse  situa* 
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he  would  take  care  to  fix  no  censure  on  the 
county  magistrates;  and  there  could  be 
no  censure  greater  than  to  have  justices 
appointed  by  the  crown  sittingalong  with 
them  in  managing  the  county  business. 

Admiral  Harvey  observed  that  some  lo- 
cal jurisdiction  was  necessary  at  Plymouth 
dock. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
not  object  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill^ 
but  hoped  that  neither  he  nor  any  in  the 
house,  would  be  understood  as  pledged 

to  an  approbation  of  it Leave  given. 

•  [Irish  Budget.]  The  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committer  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Faster,  after  observing  that  he 
would  detain  the  house  but  a  very  short 
time,  briefly  stated,  under  the  various 
heads,  the  sums  required  in  Ireland  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1808,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  9,767,550/.  Irish  currency  ; 
remarking  that  this  was  a  very  large  sum 
for  that  country.  To  meet  this  he  enu- 
merated various  items,  viz.  the  Ordinary 
Revenue  4,800,000/. ;  the  loan  contracted 
in  England  for  the  service  of  Irelanrd, 
2,708,332/. ;  th^  loan  to  be  granted  by 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  1,250,000/. ;  the  loan  con- 
tracted in  Ireland,  750,000/.  &c.  making 
together  the  sum  of  ^,767,550/.  Irish  cur- 
rency.— ^With  respect  to  the  loan  contract- 
ed for  in  Ireland,  it  had  been  contracted 
for  in  the  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  and 
at  an  interest  not  exceeding  that  on  tne 
loan  raised  in  <5reat  Britain,  viz.  4/1 1 4*.  6d. 
per  cent.  The  charges  per  annum  of  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  three 
loans  would  be  as  follows  : 
The  Loan  raised  in  Ireland  ,  .  .  .  J£  45,562 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Loan 75,000 

The  Loan  raised  in  England  ....   159,000 

'  Total  ....  280,462 

In  order  to  raise  this  sum,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  impose  new  Taxes,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
effect  this  not  by  imposing  a  number  of 
small  taxes,  but  rather  to  lay  on  a  large 
tax  at  once,  in  such  a  way  as  would  least 
affect  the  community  in  Ireland.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in 
England,  the  distilleries  evaded  the  malt 
duties  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  distill- 
ing from  raw  corn  :  he  therefore  propos- 
edloextf  r  corn  used  in  distil- 

Mhtt^  if  ?sent  imposed  upon 

Mjj^^  'ntention  to  propose 

<^HH  ireign  spirits  im- 


kported  into  Ireland.  Tlicse  sums,  toge- 
ther with  the  saving  in  the  management 
of  the  Debt,  would  more  than  cover  the 
Charges  of  the  Interest,  and  Sinking  Fund 
of  the  three  Loans,  viz. : 
Extension  of  the  Malt  Daties  to  raw 

Corn,  Uc .£.333,000 

Duty  on  Foreign  Spirits 23,500 

Savings  in  the  Management  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt 7,500 


Total  ....      363,000 
There  were  ceftain  arrangements  de- 

{»endent  on  the  measure  now  before  par- 
iament,  relative  to  the  Distillation  from 
Sugar,  with  which  he  would  not  then  trour 
bie  the  committee. 

GENERAL  RECAPTTULATIOK. 

LOAK  fOR  IKILAKO. 

Jriih  Money.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund. 

2,708,332  borrowed  in  England £.  159,904 

3,000,000  ditto  ih  Ireland 1 20,562 


4,708,339    •  ,      Annual  Charge  df.280,46€ 

Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  said  Cbarge. 

1«.  Sd.  per  gallon  on  Spirits  home 
made  on  6,000,000  gaUons .  £,  500,000 

Deduct  one  tliird  for  Malt 166,66^ 

-         *  333,334 

Duties  oo  Imported  Spirits  400,000  gal- 
lons, at  1 3fl.  one-thifd  per  galkm £2,500 

Saving  on  Bank.  Management 7,500 


<;^.  363,334 
Deduct  charge  as  above  280,466 


Surplus    82,SGa 
Charge  on  5th  Jan.  1808. 

Unfunded  Debt 29,557 

Treasury  Bills 400,000 

Remains  due  to  Inland  Canals 215,484 

'  Howih  Harbour 6,000 

First  Fruits 50,000 

Other  Articles 200,000 


Discharge. 


.£.901,041 


Loan  unapplied 871,99^ 

Balance  in  Exchequer,  Jan.  5,  1808 298,115 

1,170,134 
Deduct  Charge,  as  above 901,041 

Surplus  to  be  carried  to  Ways  and  Means 
for  1808 c;^.259,093 


Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  >  «  j^,.  qqo 
of  Debt JJ,4UJ.y»J 

Quota  of  Ezpence  for  the  )  ^  »<«„  ceo 
Year  (5,868,515  Brit.) ..  J  ^'^'^^>^^^ 

9,767,55» 

Annual  Means  for  1808. 
RcTCnues  and  Extraordinary  Resources  4,800,000 

Loan  raised  in  Ireland 2,000,000 

Great  Britain 2,708,332 

Supplies  as  above 259^093 

£.  9,767,425 

He  then  moved  a  variety  of  Resolutions, 
correspondent  to  his4tatement,  ^hich  were 
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agreed  to. — ^A  short  discussion  then  took 
place  on  the  terms  of  the  Irish  Bank  Loan, 
ivhich  were '  strongly  defended  by  Mr. 
Foster.     Upon  which, 

Mr.  Parneil  observed,  that  he  could 
not  agree  in  opinion  with  the  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Foster),  that  the  Loan  for 
1,250,000/.  which  he  had  negociated  with 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  was  entitled  to  those 
terms  of  approbation  which  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
sidered it  as  one  highly  disadvantageous 
to  the  public.  For,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  borrowed  this  sum  in  London,  instead 
of  the  public  having  to  pay  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5/.  per  cent,  they  would  only 
have  had  to  pay  4/.  14 «.  6d.  the  rate  at 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
this  country,  a  few  days  ago,  made  the  loan 
for  England.  On  this  sum  of  1,250,000/. 
the  annual  difference  in  the  amount  of 
interest  between  the  two  rates  is  no  less 
thka  3,438/.  so  that  the  public  will  ac- 
tually sustain  an  annual  loss  to  this  amount, 
because  this  loan  has  been  borrowed  from 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  and  not  in  the  usual 
jcourse,  in  London,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  money  wanting  for  the  services  of 
England. — ^With  respect  to  the  other  con- 
ditrons  on  which  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
is  t9  be  renewed,  they  were  by  no  means 
such  conditions  as  ought  to  be  acceded  to, 
as  a  sufficient  considerzTtion  for  so  valuable 
a  concession  as  the  renewal  of  the  Charter. 
The  security  which  the  renewal  will  af- 
ford to  the  Bank  for  so  many  years  of  the 
great  advantages  which  it  enjoys  from  its 
exclusive  rights  in  the  Banking  Trade, 
should  have  obtained  for  the  public  much 
more  advantageous  terms.  As  to  the 
Bank's  agreeing  to  manage  the  public 
debt  gratis,  and  thus  to  surrender  a  claim 
on  the  public  of  about  7,000  /.  per  annum, 
this  is  in  fact  a  transaction  unfavourable  to 
the  public,  if  at  the  same  time  it  is  to  be 
imderstood  that  the  Bank  are  to  make  no 
allowance  to  the  public  for  the  balances  of 
public  money  which  lie  in  their  hands. 
These  balances  amount,  on  an  average,  to 
a  sum  of  300,000/.  and  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  the  public  have  a 
just  claim  to  be  allowed  5  /.  per  cent,  on 
this  sum — but  instead  of  any  such  allow- 
ance being  a  part  of  the  terms  entered 
into  with  the  Bank,  no  mention  is  made  of 
these  balances,  and  therefore,  in  the  place 
of  the  public  being  benefited  by  a  sum  of 
7,000/.  per  ann.  on  account  of  no  charge 
b«ing  made  for  managing  the  public  debt^ 


they  lose   7,000/.'    being  the  difieTence 
between  15,000  L  (which  the  public  have 
a  right  to  receive  on   the    balances    of 
300,000/.),  and  7,000/.  which  the  Bank 
have  a  right  to  for  managing  the  debt. — 
In  answer  to  what  bas  been  said  respect- 
ing the  favour  which  the  Bank  has  con- 
I  ferred  on  the'  public  oy  lending  to  them 
I  this  sum  of  Vfi50/}00l.  the  hon.  member 
maintained,  that  each  subscriber  to  this 
loan  will  be  able  to  sell  his  share,  imme- 
i  diately  upon  the  bill  being  passed  into  a 
j  law,  for  a  premium  of  20  or  30  per  cent, 
or  even  more.     For  if,  upon  a  capital  of 
1,500,000/.  the  Bank  have  been  hitherto 
!  able  for  several  years,  to  divide  a  profit  o\ 
7  per  cent,  and  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  in 
each  year,  and  if  the  renewal  of  the  Char- 
ter secures  to  them  the  continuance  of  all 
those  means  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
made  these  profits,  the  addition  of  one  mil- 
lion to  their  former  capital  of  one  million 
and  an  half,  cannot  possibly  contribute  to 
lower  the  rate  of  profit  on  which  the  Bank 
transact  their  business  ;  but  must  inevita- 
bly have  the  operation,  that  an  encreased 
coital  has,  in  all  commercial  transactions, 
to  securing,  and  even  augmenting  this  rate 
of  profit.   As  to  the  praise  which  has  been 
given  to  the  Bank  for  their  liberality  in 
discounting  at   1/.  per  cent,    below  the 
legal  rate  of  interest,  and  their  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  house  on  this  account, 
he  said  it  was  necessary  only  to  observe, 
that  all  the  bankers  of  Dublin,  one  only 
fllcepted,  discount  at  the  same  rate,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  fair  way  of  judging  how  far 
this  is  a  liberal  practice  or  not,  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  law  which  fixes  the  rate  of 
interest,  because  the  only  just  criterion  of 
judgment  is  the  value  of  money  in  the 
market ;  and  when  the  public  loans  and 
the  prices  of  public  securities  shew  that 
the  value  of  money  is  not  even  51.  per 
cent,  it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  Bank 
confer  any  very  great  favour  on  the  pub- 
lic, when  they  discount  at  this  rate. — ^But 
the  great  objection  which  he  entertained 
to  the  bargain  which  has  been  made  with 
the  Bank  by  government,  he  said,  arose 
from  a  conviction  of  the  impolicy  of  re- 
newing the  Charter  so  long  as  the  restric- 
tion of  cash*  payments  continues,  for  so 
long  as  the  Bank  are  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  paying  their  notes  in  specie, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  issue  any  quantity 
of  them  they  think  proper,  and  to  give 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  any  greater  powers 
in  this  respect,  or  to  relieve  them  from 
the   control  which  parliament  possesses 
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over  them,   in  consequence  of  the  short  i 
period  their  present  charter  has  to  run,  is  a 
most  unwise  proceeding ;  because  it  cannot 
be  forgotten,  that  it  is  not  lon^  a^o  since 
their  paper  was  depreciated  m  its  value 
full   10  per  cent.,  and  because  there  is  a 
Report  of  a  committee,  of  this  house,  in 
which  it  is  proved,  that  this  depreciation 
was  the  cause  of  .the   high  rates  of  ex- 
change which,  for  a  few  years,  existed 
between  England  and  Ireland.    He  wished 
therefore  to  see  this  house  keeping  in  its 
own  hands  the  controul  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  a   renewal  of  the 
charter,  gives  it  over  the  Bank ;  and  with 
such  ample  experience  of  the  ill  effects  of 
an  excessive  issue  of  paper,  to  act  with  all 
due  caution  in  acceding  to  the  terms  which 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  bank 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  J.  Newport  inquired  into  the  state  of 
the  Collectors  Balances.  Last  year  they 
had  iiicreased  60,0001.  He  did  not  attach 
blame  to  this  circumstance,  but  he  wished 
to  know  what  prospect  there  was  of  their 
being  reduced. 

Mr.  Foster  replifed,  that  every  regula- 
tion on  that  subject  had  been  hitherto  en- 
forced without  effect.  All  possible  steps 
were  now  taking  to  reduce  the  balances, 
and  he  had  great  hopes  that  before  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament  that  object 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  accomplish- 
ed.— ^The  house  having  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  a  committee  on  this  bill. 
On  the  question  for  leaving  the  chair, 

Mr.  Western  objected  to  the  measure,  as 
calculated  to  interfere  without  any  cause, 
with  the  property  of  the  Church,  which 
was  as  well  entitled  to  the  protection  .of 
the  law  as  any  other,  and  likely  to  affect 
the  independence  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  to  countenance  unfounded  clamours 
against  beneficed  clergymen. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  supported  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  for  the  resi- 
dent officiating  clergyman.  Residence 
was  the  duty  of  the  Rector,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  parish,  that  the  officiating  cler- 
gyman should  have  a  sufficient  provision 
to  enable  htm  to  live  as  a  gentleman.  If 
the  rector  accepted  a  second  benefice,  it 
could  not  be  a  hardship  upon  him  to  make 
a  proper  allowance  to  the  curate,  who  dis- 
charged the  duty  in  the  parish  in  which 
be  did  not  reside. 
Vol.  XI. 


Mr.  Creevej/  considered  the  bill  a  direct 
violation    of  property,  which   had    ever 
been  respected.     The  stipend  of  a  curate 
had,  about  twelve  years  since,  been  fixed 
at  75/.  per  ann.     This  should  be  the  mo- 
del of  any  change  which'  might  hereafter 
become  necessary.      In  the   present  in- 
stance, he  saw  no  reason  for  this  dangerous 
encroachment  on  property.    The  stipend 
of  200/.  would  often  be  the  greatest  injus- 
tice to  the  clergy,  who  were  the  original 
proprietors,  and  sometimes  it  would  be 
found  to  exceeid  the  trouble  of  the  situa- 
tion.   To  attack  the  vital  principle^  of 
property,  in  this  way,  was  to  imitate  the 
worst  acts  of  the  worst  period   of  the 
French  Revolution.    But  why  should  this 
system  of  robbery  be^directed  only  against 
rectorial  property  ?    If  it  were  necessary 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, why  not  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the 
bishops,  deans,  and  chapters  ?      It  was  a 
petty   fear  of  offending  them;  and   the 
bill  only  armed  them  with  fresh  power, 
while  it  injured  the  rectors,  who  could  have 
no  security  for  their  proiperty,  whilst  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  bishop  to  take  any. 
part  of  his  property  he  should  tliink  fit. 
Such  an  act  of  legislation  must  tend  to 
breed  feuds  and  animosities  amongst  the 
different  ranks  of  the  clergy,  and  eventu- 
ally injure  the  church  establishment  and 
the  cause  of  religion.     For  what  good  was 
the   bill   enacted  ?    Who    requested    it  ? 
Cambridge  university  was  hostile  to  it  he 
knew.     It  was  the  child  of  the  chancellor 
of  the   exchequer,  who  had  published  a 
pamphlet  in  its  support.     Oxford  univer- 
sity and  the  clergy  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobation  of  the  bill  by 
petitions  to  parliament ;  and  not  one  city 
or  County  had  expressed  a  hope  that  it 
would  be  adopted.     But  the  right  hon. 
gent,  derived  his  support  from  a  set  of  men 
hostile  to  the  church  establishment — the 
members  of  the  Foreign  Bible   Society, 
the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice, 
and  those  clealers  in  Missionaries  who  had 
nearly  overturned  the  power  of  Britain  by 
their  late  conduct  in  India.     To  these  he 
was  decidedly  averse ;  bat  as  the  bill  was 
almost  identified  with  tlie  present  bishop  of 
London,  he  had  to  apprise  the  house  that 
he  had  given  of  late  great  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness to  the  true  friends  of  the  church,  aiid 
in  particular  by  a  late  gift  of  a  benefice, 
to  a  missionary  of  Bussora,  who  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  whom  it  would  even 
be  necessary  to  qualify  for  his  situation  by 
a  form  of  that  house.    This  had  placed 
3H 
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army  was  ia  new  force,  arising  out  of  the 
extraordinary  exigencies  of  modern  times^ 
and>  from  every  consideration  of  expe- 
diency and  necessity,  must  be  left  under 
the  controul  of  the  crown. 

General  FipqKUrkk  was  ready  to  adntit 
that  Courts  Martial  required  a  reform  to 
render  the  constitution  of  them  and  some 
of  their  fofms  of  proceeding,  more  con- 
sistent with  the  general  spirit  of  British 
law.  But  the  present  proposition  went  too 
far.  If  the  power  of  the  crown  was  too 
much  relaxed,  the  army  would  become 
highly  dangerous  to  the  people  and  to  the 
crown  also.  He  allowed  the  extreme 
hardship  of  col.  Cochrane  Johnstone's  case, 
and  would  have  been  happy  if  it  had  been 
in  his  power  to  remove  the  hardship  that 
gent,  had  suffered.  But  as  the  power  of 
the  crown  was  unlimited,  and  very  pro- 
perly proposed  to  be  left  so,  as  to  w)iat 
officers  it  would  employ,  he  did  not  see 
bow  the  exercise  of  his  majesty's  discre- 
tion could  be  remedied  by  any  measure 
proposing  not  to  meddle  with  it.  The 
commander  in^chief  finding  by  the  letter 
of  the  Judge  Advoc;^ate,  that  col.  Johnstone 
was  not  an  officer  agreeable  to  his  majesty, 
abstained  from  recommending  him  in  his 
turn  tor  promotion.  The  only  thing  that 
was  open  to  remedy  on  that  proceeding, 
was  to  render  the  Judge  Advocate  respon- 
sible for  the  advice  he  should  give  to  his 
majesty,  and  that  had  already  been  done 
by  a  clause  in  the  Mutiny  Act,  adopted 
by  the  house  on  his  suggestion.  The  sys- 
tem of  the  navy  was  inapplicable  to  the 
army  in  many  cases.  For  instance,  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war  had  the  power 
to  order  a  man  to  be  flogged  without  a 
trial.  The  first  officer  in  the  army  had  no 
such-  power,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to 
think  ne  had.  He  allowed  it  was  desira- 
ble that  the  powers  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
should  be  defined  and  understood;  and 
recommended  to  the  hon.  gent,  who  filled 
that  office,  to  introduce  himself  some  mea- 
sure to  that  efiect. 

Mr.  Jjytileton  consented  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  though  he  could  not  help  observ- 
ing, that  his  wish  had  been  misinterpreted, 
as  well  as  some  of  his  words.  He  was  not 
desirous  to  trench  on  the  royal  preroga- 
tive :  his  Bill  would  only  have  referred  to 
general  Courts  Martial,  and  in  this  point 
of  view  he  could  hot  see  what  distinction 
could  be  drawn  between  naval  and  military 
courts.  He  m^ht  at  Mlbe  future  period 
bring  forward  his  IbotkM^  4^n  he  hoped 
to  render  it  zpore  palatable  to  the  house. 


[SuGAR-DisTiLLATioN.]  Lord  Binning 
having  moved  the  second  reading,  of  the 
bill  to  prohilxit  the  Distillation  of  Spirits 
from  Corn  or  Grain, 

Mr.  Brand  opposed  it,  on  the  principle 
that  all  political  interference  of  the  legis- 
lature with  the  industry  and  general  pur- 
suits of  the  country  was  bad.  He  would 
allow  that  particular  circumstances  might 
occur  which  would  justify  such  interfer- 
ence. It  might  be  allowed  under  well- 
foupded  apprehensions  of  scarcity,  or  as  a 
measure  of  temporary  policy.  He  knew, 
however,  of  no  scarcity  either  existing  or 
to  be  apprehended,  which  called  for  the 
present  measure.  Wheat,  which  might  be 
considered  as  the  principal  food  of  man, 
was  hardly  ever  known  at  a  more  steady 
price  than  it  had  been  for  several  months 
past.  In  case,  however,  a  scarcity  should 
actually  take  place,  be  then  wished  that 
the  crown  should  possess  the  power  to  stop 
the  distilleries  by  a  proclamation.  Wheat 
had  for  a  long  time  been  at  a  low  price, 
and  a  price  so  low  as  to  be  hardly  adequate 
to  repay  the  farmer.  He  therefore  felt  it 
his  duty  to  resist  the  second  readii^. 

Mr.  Manyaii  said  that  as.to  the  general 
principle  of  leaving  agriculture  to  itself, 
and  not  interfering  with  it  by  any  legis- 
lative provisions,  that  principle  would,  in 
justice,  be  as  applicable  to  the  interests  of 
the  West  India  planters,  or  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  as  to  its  agriculture. 
But  it  was  known  that  the  interests  of  the 
West  Iiidia  merchants  had,  in  point  of  fact, 
been  much  interfered  with  by  the  legis- 
lature. Although  by  the  contract  under 
which  our  islands  were  cultivated,  the 
planters  were  to  have  the  monopoly  of 
supplying  the  empire  with  sugar  ;  yet, 
when  we  occupied  St.  Domingo,  we  re- 
ceived 100,000  hogsheads  annually  from 
that  colony,  in  competition  with,tne  pro- 
duce of  our  own  colonies,  and  in  violation 
of  the  contract  made  with  them.  Again, 
when  it  was  represented  that  the  planters 
held  up  the  price  of  their  sugar  too  high, 
parliament  interfered,  and  let  in  East  India 
sugar  in  competition  with  it.  At  the  time 
that  parliament  resolved  on  this  measure, 
be  did  not  recollect  that  a  single  countiy 
gentleman  raised  his  voice  against  the  in- 
terference of  t)ie  legislature  with  the  price 
of  the  produce  of  the  West  India  cultiva- 
tion, if  the  principle  was  good  in  the  one 
case,  why  was  it  not  also  good  in  the 
other  ?  Those  country  gentlemen,  who 
now  laid  it  down  so  broadly  in  their  lec- 
tures on  political  economy,  neyer  thought 
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of  such  a  principle,  until  their  ;Own  inter- 
ests were  touched.  One  hon.  gent,  a 
great  land  proprietor  (Mr.  Coke,  of  Nor- 
folk), had  on  a  former  occasion,  compared 
the  West  India  islands,  in  value,  to  ozier 
islands  in  the  Thames.  He  would  tell  the 
hon.  gent,  however,  that  the  commerce  of 
tUe  West  Indies  did  most  materially  in- 
crease the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  this 
comitry,  and  that  the  increase  of  national 
wealth  and  prosperity  had  increased  very 
much  the  rents  and  value  of  his  great 
estates.  The  country  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose this  bill  seemed  not  only  to  have 
formed  a  system  of  political  economy  for 
themselves,  but  they  had  formed  a  new 
mode  oi  arithmetic  for  themselves.  By 
the  common  notions  of  arithmetic,  the 
more  you  subtracted  from  a  thing,  the  less 
remained  ;  but  by  the  arithmetic  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  the  more  you  took 
awav  from  the  stock  of  corn  in  the  market, 
the  more  you  destroyed  in  distilleries,  or 
in  any  other  way,  the  more  would  be  left 
to  secure  the  country  against  scarcity. 
They  knew,  however,  thai  this  was  pro- 
posed merely  as  a  temporary  measure,  and 
that  if  any  practical  ill  effects  should  fol- 
low from  it,  ministers  would  have  it  in 
tlieir  power  to  suspend  the  operation  of  this 
act  at  any  time.  He  thought,  that  when 
the  measure  was  brought  forward  as  a  West 
India  question,  it  was  brought  forward  as  a 
British  question  ;  for  he  conceived  that  the 
planters  and  cultivators  of  our  West  India 
colonics  were  as  much  British  subjects  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.  Although 
the  Atlantic  rolled  between  us  and  them, 
yet  their  interests  were  united  with  ours  ; 
their  habits  and  feelings  were  British; 
they  were  proud  of  being  governed  by 
British  la\vs.  It  was  in  this  country  that 
they  looked  to  end  their  days ;  their  afiec- 
tions  were  turned  to  Britain,  and  they 
called  it  their  mother  country.  He  hoped, 
then,  that  the  mother  country  would  not 
act  the  part  of  an  unnatural  parent.  At 
present  ihere  were  but  about  35,000  hogs- 
heads of  sugar  at  the  West  India  docks, 
but  by  October,  when  the  next  crop  came 
in,  there  would  be  above  300,000.  The 
average  produce  of  our  settlements  for 
many  years  had  been  270,000  hogsheads, 
and  30,000  would  surely  come  in  from 
the  Danish  islands  we  had  lately  captured. 
The  consumption  of  the  British  empire 
bad  never  been  more  than  200,000  hogs- 
heads annually,  and  therefore  it  was  most 
evident  that  the  planters  must  be  reduced 
to  ercat  distress  as  long  as  the  accustomed 
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markets  were  shut  against,  their  produce. 
Against  the  next  year,  both  the  West  India 
cultivators  and  the  British  farmers  would 
know  how  to  calculate  the  exertions  that 
they  should  make.  The  great  objects  of 
Buonaparte  were,  first,  to  ruin  our  com- 
merce through  our  colonies;  and  secondly, 
to  starve  the  people  of  this  country  into 
submission.  If  relief  was  refused  to  the 
West  India  merchants,  it  was  probable 
that  both  these  objects  would  be  obtained. 
The  colonies  would  certainly  be  ruined, 
and  the  first  bad  harvest  might  go  near  to 
starve  the  country,  as  long  as  there  was  no 
place  to  import  from.  He  thought  that 
the  measure  would  not  at  all  prevent  the 
farmers  from  getting  a  fair  price  for  their 
Corn,  although  it  might  prevent  thera 
from  getting  a  most  exorbitant  price. 

Mr.  Eder^  contended  that  the  present 
situation  of  the  world,  was  the  strongest 
argument  against  any  discouragement  of 
agriculture.  It  was  mostimpolitic  to  nar-> 
row  the  market,  and  thereby  diminish  the 
production  of  grain.  From  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  itself,  it  appeared  that  it 
was  improper  to  extend  the  measure  to 
Ireland.  The  distress  of  the"  West  India 
colonies  was  said  to  spring  from  the  stop- 
page of  the  intercourse  with  the  continent. 
Ministers  affirmed  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  open  this.  These  Orders 
had  been  six  months  in  operation,  and 
what  had  they  done  ?  The  intercourse  had 
only  been  more  effectually  put  an  end  to, 
and  the  distress  of  the  planters  augmented. 
The  best  measure  of  relief  would  be  to 
open  the  intercourse  direct  between  the 
colonies  and  other  nations,  while  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  continued.  He  con- 
cluded, by  declaring  his  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Brqgge  Batlmrst  thought  that  the 
general  principle  which  was  laid  down 
respecting  the  impropriety  of  legislative 
interference,  must  be  applicable  only  in 
general  cases.  The  same  principle  was 
equally  applicable  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country  as  to  its  agriculture  ;  and  yet, 
in  practice,  it  was  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  legislature  often  to  interfere 
in  the  afl&irs  of  commerce.  The  evils 
under  which  we  laboured  at  the  present 
moment  were  these  :  we  were  excluded 
from  importing,  (as  we  had  been  accus- 
tomed) the  surplus  corn  of  other  countries 
to  meet  a  failurcf  of  the  harvest,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  were  prvssed  with  a  glut 
of  West  India  produce.  Those  temporary 
evils  could  not  be  remedied  by  the  appli- 
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cation  of  any  general  abstract  principle. 
He  thought  the  present  measure  well  cal- 
culated to  relieve  the  West  India  plant- 
ers, and  at  the  same  time  to  diminish  the 
alarm  which  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  a  scarcity. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, as  he  thought  the  interference  of  the 
legislature,  upon  any  occasion,  with  the 
agriculture  or  commerce  of  the  country, 
was  highly  injurious  ;  excepting  in  cases 
of  scarcity,  of  which  at  present  there  was 
Bot  the  smallest  appearance. 

Mr.   Coke  hoped  that  ministers  would 
not  press  a  measure,  when  their  majorities 
were  so  very  small,  and  when  the  mino- 
rity was  so  respectable.     It  was  true,  that 
per.haps  they  might  derive  more  support 
irom  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
interests,  but  he  hoped  that  consideration 
would  not  prevent  them  from  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  landed  interest.     If  he  had  ever 
used  the  term  '  gambling  speculations'  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  colonies,  he  had  cer- 
tainly never  meant  to  apply  the  term  in 
an  o&ensive  sense  ;  but  he  was  surprised 
that  none  of  the  West  India  gentlemen 
ever  spoke  without  using  the  word  mono- 
poly, which  was  a  term  that  had  not  been 
applied  to  them;  and  yet  he  could  not 
conceive  how  there  could  exist  any  great 
monopoly  of  corn  in  this  country ;  whereas 
there    might   easily  be    a  monopoly  of 
sugar,  as  that  was  an  article  which  was 
kept  in  few  hands.     He  thought  it  was 
absolute  nonsense  to  think  of  iixing  a  max- 
imum in  the  price  of  corn.  The  bad  effects 
of  attempting  a  minimum  in  the  price  of 
labour  had  been  already  felt.     As  to  the 
profits  of  farmers,  he  thought  it  but  rea- 
sonable that    if  one  part   of  their  crop 
failed,  as  it  notoriously  did  at  the  last  har- 
vest, they  should  charge  something  more 
•n  that  part  wliith  had  not  failed.     This 
was  the  only  mode  by  which  they  could 
pay  their  rent,  taxes,  and  other  expences. 
Mr.  Eyre  said,  t'hat  if  he  thought  the 
i|ieasure  before  the  house  was  at  all  calcu- 
lated to  aiiect  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
or  to  produce  that  scarcity  which  it  was 
intended  to  prevent,  he  should  be  one  of 
the  last  men  in  the  world  to  vote  tor  it. 
The  landed  interest  had  taken   a  false 
alarm  on  the  subject.  He  highly  approved 
of  relieving  the  West  India  merchants, 
from  which  the  lauded  interest  would  ul- 
timately derive  the  greatest  benefit. 

Mr.  WUberfoTce  was  of  opinion  that  the 
iaAerest  of  the  planter  and  the  interest  of 
the  farmer  were  not  only  compatible,  but 


inseparable.     The  manufttcturers   of  the 
populous  county  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  were  eidightened  enoug^h  to 
be  completely  convinced  of  this  fact.      So 
far  was  this  from  a  rash  and  injudicious 
interference  with  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, that  he  was  satisfied  the  measure 
under  consideration  W4)uld  operate    as   a 
protection  to  them  ;  and  he  felt,  and  be- 
lieved the  country  at  large  would   feel, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  had  exercised 
a  sound  discretion  in  the  support  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Calvert,  adverting  to  the  clamours 
about  high  prices,  observed,  that  if  we 
were  to  raise  our  own  supplies,  the  farmer 
must  have  a  price  that  might  render  it 
woi-th  his  while  to  cultivate  poor  as  well 
as  rich  land. 

Sir  John  Newport  deprecated  the  tam* 
pering  with  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try, and  declared,  that  this  measure  would 
be  of  the  most  ^tal  consequ^ice  to  the 
tillage  of  Ireland,  which  viras  becoming  a 
great  source  of  supply  to  Great  Britain. 
Every  thing  that  he  had  heard  only  con- 
firmed his  objeclion  to  the  measure.  To 
prove  that  there  was  no  actual  scarcity, 
he  stated  from  competent  authority  that 
the  price  of  grain  was  falling  in  those 
places  where  from  the  stoppage  of  inter- 
course with  the  neighbouring  districts,  it 
had  risen  to  the  greatest  height. 

Mr.  Maammg  spoke  in  favour  of  the  bill, 
which  was  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent 
the  ruin  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Lofceden  spoke  as  follows : — Sir,  afler 
all  the  attention  in  my  power  to  bestow  on 
this  subject,  and  after  mature  considera- 
tion of  every  argument  that  has  been 
urged  in  its  favour,  I  cannot  say  that  it 
appears  to  me  either  necessary  or  expe- 
dient. No  case  whatever  has  been  made 
out  to  justify  such  a  dangerous  interfer- 
ence with  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom; 
it  has  not  even  the  ground  of  probability 
to  support  it,  and  rests  its  dependance 
solely  on  the  apprehension  that  a  measure 
of  this  kind  may  become  necessary  here- 
after. Now,  sir,  if  merely  upon  the  bare 
possibility  of  a  change  becoming  necessa- 
ry in  the  law  of  the  land,  we  are  to  pro- 
ceed and  make  a  most  serious  innovation 
on  conjecture  alone,  not  on  any  establish- 
ed fact,  are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  that  may  and  will 
arise  from  the  establishment  of  such  a 
fatal  precedent?  To  sanction  this  bill 
we  ought  to  have  a  strong  case  before  us ; 
none  such  appears,  and  I  must  contend 


821] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  JukeS,  iSOS^^Sugar  Distillation. 


[822 


that  it  has  not  probability  in  its  favour. 
Ail  the  accounts  from  the  country  aiFord 
reason  for  us  to  expect  a  plentiful  harvest, 
and  in  addition  thereto  we  hear  from  all 
parts  of  the  cyder  counties,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  apples  and  pears- is  likely  to  prove 
abundant.  Every  one  knows  that  a  good 
cyder  year  depresses  the  barley  market, 
that  corn  therefore  is  not  likely  to  bear  a 
price  adequate  to  the  expence  of  cultiva- 
^on;  if,  contrary  to  all  these  more  fa- 
vourable expectations,  an  unforeseen  ca- 
lamity should  happen  to  blast  the  ensuing 
harvest,  then  the  ministers  may  avail 
themselves  of  the  king's  prerogative  to 
stop  the  distilleries  by  proclamation,  and 
no  member  of  this  house  will  object  to  a- 
bill  of  indemnity.  I  cannot  help  noticing, 
sir,  the  charge  of  inconsistency  urged 
against  the  farmers.  Ail  the  bad  conse- 
quences they  predicted  are  said,  to  be 
imaginary,  because  corn  has  risen  in  price 
since  the  discussion  of  this  measure. 
Why,  sir,  it  is  in  consequence  of  such  dis- 
cussion within  these  walls  that  an  advance 
has  taken  place,  and  every  man  expected 
it  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  subject. 
The  distillers  have  bought  an  unusual 
quantity  ;  speculators  have  been  at  work; 
the  advance  is  temporary;  serious  mis- 
chief will  follow,  and  depression  take 
place  at  the  next  harvest.  The  last  har- 
vest was  in  many  places  scanty  with  res- 
pect to  barley  and  pulse,  yet  we  have 
gone  on  well :  it  has  given  us  a  sufficient 
supply,  and  at  a  moderate  price.  If  we 
let  the  farmer  alone,  we  shall  provide 
sufficient  com  without  any  importation. 
With  respect  to  wheat,  we  have  obtained 
a  very  considerable  increased  supply  from 
the  introduction  of  threshing  machines. 
Much  corn  used  to  be  left  in  the  straw 
when  the  flail  was  only  used ;  it  was 
wasted  ;  now  every  grain  is  brought  for- 
ward in  aid  of  the  consumption.  Being 
theretbre  of  opinion  that  no  justifiable 
reason  has  been  oftered  in  support  of  this 
bill,  that  it  is  adverse  to  the  true  interest 
,  of  our  country,  it  must  have  my  decided 
opposition. 

Lord  Burghersh  stated  the  fact,  that  in 
Feb.  Id02,  the  price  of  wheat  was  higher 
at  the  opening  of  the  distilleries  than  now 
when  they  were  to  be  shut ;  and  then 
there  could  not  be  a  prospect  of  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  which  we  at  present  had. 
This  fact  was  a  complete  answer  to  all 
that  had  been  said  respecting  a  scarcity. 

Sir  Jamea  Hall  said,  we  liad  been  told 
fram  the  throne  that  theeyea  of  Europe  are 


upon  us.  The  landed  gentlemen  who  sat 
in  this  house  would  do  well  to  recollect, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  British  empire,  the 
eyes  of  their  constituents  were  upon  them. 
tie  had  not  the  honour  to  represent  a 
county*  but  his  feelings  were  the  same  as 
if  he  did.  Were  he  to  acquiesce  in  this 
measure,  or  willingly  to  miss  any  oppor- 
tunity that  occurred  of  opposing  it,  he 
*  should  be  conscious  that  he  had  abandon- 
ed rights  which  he  was  bound  to  defend* 
and  that  he  had  contributed  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  future  famines. 

Mr.  Western  said,  that  as  he  had  expres- 
sed his  sentiments  pretty  fully  upon  the 
subject  before  the  hpuse  the  last  time  it 
was  under  consideration,  he  should  not 
then  long  intrude  upon  their  patience,  but 
he  cou^d  not  help  entreating  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite,  that  at  least  they  would 
state  some  specific  reasons  to  justify  the 
apprehensions  which  had  been  declared  of 
a  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  country.  The 
hon.  gentlemen  would  make  no  reply  upon 
a  topic  which  had  been  again  urged,  and 
had  been  particularly  referred  to,  by  an 
hon.  baronet,  (sir  G.  Warrender),  namely, 
the  market  price  of  corn,  of  wheat  in  par- 
ticular, at  which  it  was  then  proposed  to 
prohibit  the  grain  distillery,  as  compared 
with  what  it  was  upon  former  occasions, 
when  the  same  measure  was  adopted. 
Wheat  was  then  at  the  time  he  was  speak- 
ing only  72s.  in  1795.  It  had  arisen  in 
July  to-84«.,  and  in  August  to  lOSs. ;  ia 
Dec.  1800  it  was  at  i25s.  barley  at  71^. 
before  the  suspension  was  determined  upon, 
and  it  was  taken  off  at  a  time  when  it  was 
higher  than  at  the  moment  it  was  then 
proposed  to  be  put  on.  Not  one  of  his  ma« 
jesty's  ministers,  nor  any  other  hon.  gent, 
had  thought  proper  to  make  any  answer  to, 
nor  any  comment  upon  these  observations, 
but  he  trusted  he  should  hear  something 
stated  upon  the  subject  in  the  course  of  that 
night's  debate.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  begged 
the  house  to  consider,  if  they  sanctioned 
the  proposed  measure  upon  the  only 
grounds  that  had  yet  been  stated,  what 
circumstances  they  could  expect  to  arise 
that  would  render  it  less  necessary  next 
year  or  the  year  after.  The  loss  of  the 
roreign  supply  was  in  truth  the  only 
reason  that  could  be  fairly  insisted  upon. 
Did  they  then  mean  to  sa^'  that  they  ex- 
pected the  ports  again  to  be  open  next 
year,  or  were  they  sanguine  enough  to  be-> 
lieve  that  without  the  foreign  supply,  corn 
would  be  cheaper  than  it  had  been  this 
year  ?   lie,  for  bit  part,  could  hardly  ima- 
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gine  it  would  ;  oats  might  be  somewhat 
cheaper,  and  so  might  peas  and  beans  if 
the  crop  was  better,  but  he  hardly  thought 
it  likely  that  wheat  would,  or  that  upon 
the  whole  we  should  be  more  plentifully 
supplied  with  grain  than  at  present.  There 
was  no  probability  that  the  same  reasons 
would  not  exist,  it*  reasons  they  could  be 
called,  for  stopping  the  distilleries  next 
year,  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  He 
then  obsei*ved  that  several  gentlemen  had 
remarked,  that.it  w^as  extraordinary  the 
landed  interest  should  so  much  complain 
of  the  loss  of  the  distillery  market,  when 
at  the  same  time  they  were  so  patient 
under  and  so  little  complained  of  the  an- 
nual importation  of  foreign  corn,  and  which 
operated  to  the  full  as  injuriously  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  as  the  proposed 
measure  could  possibly  do.  But  those 
hon.  gentlemen  were  compleatly  mistaken 
in  their  ideas  upon  that  subject.  The 
landed  interest  did  sensibly  feel  the  injury 
done  to  British  agriculture  by  the  facility 
of  importation  of  corn  of  foreign  growth, 
but  they  felt  also  the  impropriety  and  im- 
policy of  making  these  topics  the  subject 
of  frequent  parliamentary  discussion.  Had 
those  hon.  gentlemen  forgot  that  only  four 
years  ago  an  act  passed  to  check  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  representations  of  the  landed 
interest  upon  the  subject  at  that  time?  Had 
they  forgot  .the  clamour  that  was  raised 
against  that  measure,  and  the  difficulty 
there  was  in  overcoming  those  clamours, 
notwithstanding  the  support  it  received  in 
parliament,  and  the  very  limited  extent  to 
which  the  principle  of  that  bill  was  con- 
fined ?  The  landed  interest  did  certainly 
feel  strongly  that  nothing  could  be  more 
injurious  and  more  impolitic  than  encourag- 
ing the  agriculture  of  foreign  countries 
at  the  expence  of  our  own.  We  had  all 
the  means  of  providing  for  our  own  sub- 
sistence, we  had  lands,  capital,  industry, 
agricultural  science,  nothing  was  requi- 
site but  proper  encouragement,  and  pro- 
per security.  It  was  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  continue  such  a  system  of  laws  and 
regulations  relating  to  the  corn  trade  as  in 
truth  operated  to  depress  the  agriculture 
of  our  own  country,  and  encourage  that  of 
foreign  nations;  even  now,  since  the  pas- 
sing of  the  act  of  1804,  the  British  markets 
had  been  constantly  open  to  foreigners, 
and  the  British  growers  as  constantly  de- 
prived of  any  reciprocal  advantage.  It 
was  true  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
were  such  that  the  importation  would  have 


been  checked  had  the  average  price  fallen 
to  668.  per  qr.  wheat,  and  that  was  a  consi- 
derable advantage  in  the  security  to  the 
farmers  against  an  excessive  depression, 
compared  with  the  act  previously  existing; 
but  it  ought  to  be  stopped  at  a  much  earlier 
period.    The  prejudices  of  the  people  how- 
ever were  strong  upon  these  subjects,  and 
unfortunately  their  opinions  were  too  gene- 
rally mistaken  and  operating  against  their 
own  object  and  interests.    In  the  year  1 795 
the  table  of  the  house  was  covered  with 
petitions  signed  by  thousands  of  persons, 
praying  the  repeal  of  that  law,  and  ex- 
pressing their  desire  in  very  urgent  terms. 
Neither  the   administration  of  that  day, 
liowever,  nor  the  majority  of  the  honse, 
thought   it  advisable  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  it  wvls  very 
fortunate'  they  did  not,  for  the  repeal  of 
that  measure  would  have  materially  damp- 
ed the  spirit  of  improving  agriculture,  and 
we  should  have  now  had  to  deplore  the 
effects.    In  this  instance  there  was  another 
proof  of  the  different  policy  which  then 
prevailed,    contrasted    with    that    which 
seemed  to  govern  his  majesty's  ministers 
at  the  present  moment ;  the  price  of  wheat 
was    higher   by  above  ten   shillings  per 
quarter   when   these  petitions  were   pre- 
sented to  the  house  than  it  was  then,  when 
the  grain  distillery  was  about  to  be  pro- 
hibited.    Th^e  circumstances  altogether 
proved,  that  the  landed  interest  was  not  in- 
different to  the  importation  of  foreign  corn, 
though  solicitous  at  the  same  time  t-o  avoid 
the  agitation  of  questions  of  such  a  nature 
as  had  always  been  found  to  create  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Lord  W.  Russell  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  silence  of  ministers  on  a  question  of 
this  importance.  He  wished  to  know, 
whether  they  considered  themselves  as 
responsible  tor  this  measure,  which  was 
brought  forward  under  such  suspicious 
circumstances.  He  asked,  whether  it  was 
wise  or  politic  to  restrict  agriculture  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  ? 
/The  proposition  appeared  to  him  incon- 
sistent with  common  sense. 

The  house  then  divided;  for  the  se- 
cond reading  90,  against  it  39.  Majo- 
rity 51. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castkreagh 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
English  Local  Militia  bill,  after  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  two  clauses  reserved 
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on  a  former  night.  On  the  clause  for  re- 
quiring persons  who  claim  exemptions  in 
consequence  of  having  paid  the  fine  under 
the  act,  to  sign  a  declaration  that  they 
had  not  paid  by  means  of  any  insurance 
or  otherwise  than  with  their  own  proper- 
ty, being  read, 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  make  the  measure  bear 
heavily  upon  the  lower  classes,  whilst  it 
would  operate  lightly  on  ttte  higher  classes 
If  personal  service  was  enforced  in  every 
instance,  the  measure  would  not  operate 
so  unequally.  But  as  substitution  was  not 
allowed,  he  thought  that  the  lower  classes 
should  be  permitted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  pressure  of  the  fine  by  insurance, 
as  otherwise  the  measure  would  be  odious 
in  the  country. 

The  Secretary  at  War  was  surprised  at  the 
opposition  made  to  this  clause,  because  it 
would  go  to  the  whole  of  the  bill.  This 
clause  was  absolutely  necessary  to  render 
the  bill  operative,  as,  if  insurance  was  al- 
lowed, the  bill  could  never  take  effect.  The 
burthen  of  the  service  could  not  be  heavy, 
or  the  number  of  volunteers  who  offer- 
ed themselves  to  serve  as  local  militia, 
would  not  l>e  so  great  as  the  fact  proved 
it  to  be. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  this  clsvuse  most 
highly  objectionable,  because  it  imposed 
a  heavy  partial  burtlien  jupon  individuals 
of  the  lower  class,  without  allowing  them 
to  secure  themselves  against  it  by  insu- 
rance. The  measure  ought  either  to  en- 
force in  every  instance  personal  service, 
or  insurance  should  be  allowed,  because 
in  every  case  the  lesser  evil  would  be  pre- 
ferred. In  the  lower  classes  the  fine 
would  be  a  greater  evil  than  personal  ser- 
vice, and  they  of  course  must  serve, 
whilst  with  the  higher  classes  the  fine 
would  be  the  lesser  evil,  and  they  of 
course  would  pay  it,  and  not  submit  to 
their  personal  service.  The  service  would 
be  ruin  to  many  persons  in  business,  who 
must  serve,  and  if  the  service  would  be 
rqin,  the  fine  which  went  to  compel  it 
must  be  equally  ruinous.  No  option 
therefore  was  given,  as  was  stated  by 
the  noble  lord,  because  either  alternative 
must  be  ruin  to  the  industrious  classes, 
whom  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  pro- 
tect. 

Lord  Caslkreagh  stated  that  there  were 
only  two  ways  of  mitigating  the  severity 
of  conscription  by  ballot ;    mitigation  by 
■    mitigation  by  substitution.     He 
be  mitigation  by  fine,  and  was 
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not   surprised  at  the  opposition  of   the 
right  hon.  gent,   because  he  was    most 
animated  in  resisting  every  principle  that 
was  borrowed  from  himself;  the  fine  being 
the  principle  of  his  Training  bill,  which 
did  not  admit  of  substitution.     The  insu- 
rance he  looked  upon  as  injurious  to  the 
military  service.     In  the  case  of  insurance 
offices,  the  office  keeper  endeavoured,  as 
was  natural,  to  obtain  the  men  on  the 
cheapest  terms,  and  so  far  interfered  with 
the  recruiting  for  the  army.  The  same  effect 
was  produced  by  the  insurance  clubs,  and 
by  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  parishes 
to  individuals  of  a  particular  description. 
The  insurance,  if  allowed  in  this  instance, 
would  have  the  effect  of  withdrawing  the 
men  from  the  service.     The  service  under 
this  bill  was  difierent  from  that  under  the 
permanent  militia  establishment;  for  whilst 
persons   could  not  enter  into   the  latter, 
without  destruction  to  all   their  domestic 
habits  and   prospects  in  life,  the  service 
under  the  former  would  not  be  attended 
by  that  ruin  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
apprehended.  The  permission  of  insurance 
would  have  the   effect  of    throwing   the 
whole  burthen  of  service  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  by  withdrawing   all  those  whose 
means   enabled   them,    by  insurance,    to 
cover  themselves  from  the  personal  ser- 
vice.    He  was  convinced,  that  insurance 
was  at  complete  variance  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  consent  to  allow  it  under  any  circum- 
stances to  interfere  with  the  operation  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Davies  GiW£(y  thought  that  the  clause, 
as  worded,  appeared  to  be  too  severe  ; 
because  it  would  seem  that  in  every  in- 
stance the  fine  was  to  be  the  property  of 
the  person  paying  it,  whereas  he  was  of 
opinion  that  parents  should  be  allowed  to 
pay  for  their  sons,  and  masters  for  their 
apprentices  or  servants. 

Mr.  Babmgton  did  not  approve  of  per- 
mitting persons  to  insure,  and  thought  10/. 
a  very  proper  sum  to  be  paid  in  the  way 
of  fine.  For  if  the  fine  was  very  low,  and 
insurance  was  permitted,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  every  person  would  insure, 
and  the  fine  would  be  paid  by  the  insu- 
rance offices. 

Lord  H,  Petty  contended,  that  by  insu- 
rance they  who  insured  would  not  do  it  to 
withdraw  themselves  fi^om  the  service 
of  the  country,  but  to  enable  them  to 
meet  an  option  held  out  to  them  by  the 
legislature.  He  insisted  also  that  it  was 
the  middle  class  o.f  industrious  persons  that 
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would,  by  the  prohibition  of  insurance  b« 
ruined,  either  by  the  fine,  or  by  personal 
■errice,  to  the  utter  deitructioo  of  their 
butioeM  or  profvuioiu.  He  entirely  dis- 
approved of  the  clause. 

Lord  Cattlereagk  acceded  to  the  principle 
■abetted  by  Mr.  D.  Giddy,  and  had  no 
donbt  tint  a  proriso  might  be  prepareil 
U>  allow  fathen  to  pay  the  fine  for  their 
toot,  and  inastera  for  their  appreatices  or 
Mprant*,  without  interfering  with  the  ge- 
neral operatioR  of  the  bill- — A  dirision 
then  took  place,  when  the  naisbers  were, 
For  the  Clanae,  106;  Againn  it,  10 — ^Ma- 
jority, 90. 

The  other  clause  was  then  agreed  to, 
Wtd  the  boDse  haTiDg  resumed,  the  report 
was  brought  up,  when  the  i^eaker  inforra- 
ed  the  house,  that  the  whole  report  was 
now  before  the  house,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion would  be  that  the  amendmenu  of  the 
committee  be  agreed  to,  which  passed  in 
the  afBrmatife. — The  amendments  having 
been  gone  through]  lord  Castlereagh  pro- 
posed Wednesday  next  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Windham  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  noble  lord  should  be  so  anxious  to  pre- 
cipitate the  last  stage  of  the  bill,  the  more 
to,  as  it  bad  this  night  been  allowed  to 
proceed  two  stages. 

Lord  Cattkreagh  felt  no  less  surprised  at 
the  surprise  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  for 
surely  no  hurry  had  taken  pla(;e  in  the 
progress  of  the  bill;  on  Wednesday  last 
the  bill  was  in  a  committee,  and  then  tlie 
only  clauses  to  which  the  right  hon.  gent. 
had  objected,  were  again  under  considera- 
tion. There  was  now  to  occur  an  inter- 
ruption of  business- for  three  or  four  days, 
and  during  that  period,  the  right  hon. 
gent-  woulJ  surely  be  able  to  make  up  his 
mind  with  respect  to  any  fiirther  objections 
which  it  might  be  his  intention  to  offer 
against  the  principle  or  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  Mr. 
Calcraft,  were  exceedingly  anxious  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  might  not  be 
pressed  for  Wednesday  next,  especially  if 
the  Curates'  bill  was  to  take  precedence  of 
it.    Tite  bill  was  unquestionably  of  more 
importance  than  any  of  those  which  were 
said  to  stand  in  the  way.     It  was  therefore 
their  wish  that  the  bill  should  take  the  pre- 
cedence of  any  other,  if  not  on  Wfldneir 
day  next,  at  least  on  Thursday  or 
Lord  Castlereagb  and  the  Cham 
the  ExcheQuer  observed,  that    '  t 
which  stoM  for  those  d^  - 


biy  be  postponed.  The  second  reading 
of  the  Curates'  bill  was  to  have  come  on 
immediately  after  the  recess;  and  the 
Dublin  police  bill  was  with  universal  con- 
sent fixed  for  Thursday,  it  being  utterly 
inconvenient  fai  many  Irish  members  to 
attend  after  that  day.  Mr.  Windham  and 
Mr.  Calcraft  still  pressed  their  objections 
to  Wednesday,  when  the  question  whether 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  on  Wednes- 
day, before  the  discussioa  on  the  Curates' 
bill,  was  put,  and  the  house  divided ; 
Ayes,  56 ;  Noes,  7. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 

Wednadm/,  June  8. 

[Local  Militia  Bill-]  Mr.  firciwl  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  John  Cartwright  of 
Enfield,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  tak- 
ing notice  of  the  Bill  for  enabling  bis  ma- 
jesty to  establish  a  pennaoeot  local  Mili- 
tia force  in  England,  under  certain  re- 
strictions, fur  the  defence  of  the  realm  ; 
and  setting  forth,  that  thit  petitioner  con- 
ceives the  said  Bill  is  essentially  at  vari- 
ance with  the  English  constitution,  and,  if 
it  should  pass  into  a  taw,  and  make  part 
of  the  present  general  system  of  defence 
for  Great  Britain,  which  general  system 
the  petitioner  conceives  to  be  fxindament- 
ally  unconstitutional  and  defective,  that 
system  would  thereby  be  larther  counte- 
nanced, confirinL'd,  and  fortified,  whence 
greater  danger  to  the  state,  and  to  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  people,  would 
arise,  than  that  to  which  they  are  already 
expo^d  ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
said  bill  may  not  pass  mto  a  law. — The 
Petititm  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

[Plymouth  Dock  Police  Bill.]  Mr. 
Tyrrwhit  adverted  to  the  great  depreda- 
tions committed  in  Plymouth  dock-yard, 
and  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
establish  a  Police  for  that  yard. 

Sir  W.  E(ford  admitted  the  fact  of  the 
depredations,  and  only  doubted  whether 
this  would  be  the  best  mode  of  remedying 
the  evil.  He  would  not,  hoivever,  object 
to  the  bringing  in  uf  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tymuhit  raentiooed.  that  be  mere- 
ly meant  to  bring  it  in,  and  have  it  print- 
ed, with  a  view  to  circulate  it,  and  allow 
it  to  lie  over  till  next  session. 

Sir  C.  Poie  thought  that  SQiie  aeasure 
»fil|..tfUwas 
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he  would  take  care  to  fix  no  censure  on  the 
county  magistrates;  and  there  could  be 
no  censure  greater  than  to  have  justices 
appointed  by  the  crown  sittingalong  with 
them  in  managing  the  county  business. 

Admiral  Harvey  observed  that  some  lo- 
cal jurisdiction  was  necessary  at  Plymouth 
dock. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  object  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill, 
but  hoped  that  neither  he  nor  any  in  the 
house,  would  be  understood  as  pledged 

to  an  approbation  of  it Leave  given. 

•  [Irish  Budget.]  The  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committer  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Foster,  after  observing  that  he 
would  detain  the  house  but  a  very  short 
time,  briefly  stated,  under  the  various 
heads,  the  sums  required  in  Ireland  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1808,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  9,767,550/.  Irish  currency  ; 
remarking  that  this  was  a  very  large  sum 
for  that  country.  To  meet  this  he  enu- 
merated various  items,  viz.  the  Ordinary 
Revenue  4,800,000/. ;  the  loan  contracted 
in  England  for  the  service  of  Ireland, 
2,708,332/. ;  th^  loan  to  be  granted  by 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  1,250,000/. ;  the  loan  con- 
tracted in  Ireland,  750,000/.  &c.  making 
together  the  sum  of  ^,767,550/.  Irish  cur- 
rency.— ^With  respect  to  the  loan  contract- 
ed for  in  Ireland,  it  had  been  contracted 
for  in  the  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  zijd 
at  an  interest  not  exceeding  that  on  tm 
loan  raised  in  Great  Britain,  viz.  4/1 1 4«.  6d, 
per  cent.  The  charges  per  annum  of  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  three 
loans  would  be  as  follows  : 
The  Loan  raised  in  Ireland  .....£  45,562 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Loan 75,000 

The  Loan  raised  in  England  ....   159,000 

'  Total  ....  280,462 

In  order  to  raise  this  sum,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  impose  new  Taxes,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
effect  this  not  by  imposing  a  number  of 
small  taxes,  but  rather  to  lay  on  a  large 
tax  at  once,  in  suoh  a  way  as  would  least 
affect  the  community  in  Ireland.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in 
England,  the  distilleries  evaded  the  malt 
duties  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  distill- 
from  raw  corn  ;  he  therefore  propos- 
e»*^«'^  fA  all  raw  corn  used  in  distil- 
t  present  imposed  upon 
his  intention  to  propose 
on  foreign  spirits  im- 


k ported  into  Ireland.  These  sums,  toge- 
ther with  the  saving  in  the  management 
of  the  Debt,  would  more  than  cover  the 
Charges  of  the  Interest,  and  Sinking  Fund 
of  the  three  Loans,  viz. : 
Extension  of  the   Malt  Duties  Co  raw 

Corn,  &c .£.333,000 

Duty  00  Foreign  Spirits 22,600 

Savings  in  the  Management  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt 7,500 

Total  ....  363,000 
There  were  certain  arrangements  de- 
pendent on  the  measure  now  before  par- 
liament, relative  to  the  Distillation  from 
Sugar,  with  which  he  would  not  then  trour 
ble  the  committee. 

GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 

LOAN  rOJl  IRBLANO. 

Irish  Money.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund. 

2,708,332  borrowed  in  England .£.  15V,904 

3,000,000  ditto  ih  Ireland 1 20,562 


4,708,33t    *  Annual  Charge  df.  280,466 

Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  said  Charge. 

U.  Sd,  per  gallon  on  Spirits  home 
made  on  6,000,000  gallons.  £,  500,000 

Deduct  one  tliird  for  Malt 166,666 

i  333,334 

Dmies  oo  Imported  Spirits  400,000  gal- 
Ions,  at  1 3d,  one-third  per  galkm 22,500 

Saving  on  Banlc  Management 7,500 


^.363,334 


Deduct  charge  as  above  280,466 


Surplus    82,86a 
Charge  on  5th  Jan.  1808. 

Unfunded  Debt 29,557 

Treasuiy  Bills 400,000 

Remains  due- to  Inland  Canals 215,484 

Howth  Harbour 6,000 

First  Fruits 50,000 

Other  Articles 200,000 


Discharge. 


^.901,041 


Loan  unapplied •• 871,999 

Balance  in  Exchequer^  Jan.  5,  1808.....  298,115 

1,170,134 
DeductChargc,  as  above..,. 901,041 

Surplus  to  be  carried  to  Ways  and  Means 
for  1808 .£.259,093 


Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  >  «  jru.  qq^ 
of  Debt ^^wj^y^ 

9,767,55* 

Annual  Means  for  1S08. 
Revenues  and  Extraordinary  Resources  4,800,000 

Loan  raised  in  Ireland 2,000,000 

Great  Briuin 2,708,332 

Supplies  as  above 259,093 

.£.9,767,425 

He  then  moved  a  variety  of  Resolutions, 
correspondent  to  his^tatement,  which  were 
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agi'eed  to. — ^A  short  discussion  then  took 
place  on  the  terms  of  the  Irish  Bank  Loan> 
which  were '  strongly  defended  by  Mr. 
Foster.     "Upon  which, 

Mr.   Parnell  observed,  that  he   could 
not  agree  in  opinion  with  the  right  hon. 
gent.   (Mr.  Foster),   that    the    £oan  for 
1,250,000/.  which  he  had  negociated  with 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  was  entitled  to  those 
terms  of  approbation  which  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  it.    On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
sidered it  as  one  highly  disadvantageous 
to  the  public.     For,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  borrowed  this  sum  in  London,  instead 
of  the  public  having  to  pay  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5  /.  per  cent,  they  would  only 
have  had  to  pay  4/.  1*4 «.  6d,  the  rate  at 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
this  country,  a  few  days  ago,  made  the  loan 
for  England.  •  On  this  sum  ,of  1,250,000/. 
the  annual  difference  in  the  amount  of 
interest  between  the  two  rates  is  no  less 
thto  3,438/.  so  that  the  public  will  ac- 
tually sustain  an  annual  loss  to  this  amount, 
because  this  loan  has  been  borrowed  from 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  and  not  in  the  usual 
jcourse,  in  London,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  4he  money  wanting  for  the  services  of 
England. — ^With  respect  to  the  other  con- 
ditions on  which  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
is  t9  be  renewed,  they  were  by  no  means 
such  conditions  as  ought  to  be  acceded  to, 
as  a  sufficient  considersttion  for  so  valuable 
a  concession  as  the  renewal  of  the  Charter. 
The  security  which  the  renewal  will  af- 
ford to  the  Bank  for  so  many  years  of  the 
great  advantages  which  it  enjoys  from  its 
exclusive  rights  in  the  Banking  Trade, 
should  have  T)btained  for  the  public  much 
more   advantageous  terms.       As  to  the 
Bank's  agreeing   to   manage   the  public 
debt  gratis,  and  thus  to  suiTender  a  claim 
on  the  public  of  about  7,000  /.  per  annum, 
this  is  in  fact  a  transaction  unfavourable  to 
the  public,  if  at  the  same  time  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  the  Bank  are  to  make  no 
allowance  to  the  public  for  the  balances  of 
public  money  which  lie  in  their  hands. 
These  balances  amount,  on  an  average,  to 
a  sum  of  300,000/.  and  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance, '  the  public  have  a 
just  claim  to  be  allowed  5  /.  per  cent,  on 
this  sum — but  instead  of  any  such  allow- 
ance being  a  part  of  the  terms  entered 
into  with  the  Bank,  no  mention  is  made  of 
these  balances,  and  therefore,  in  the  place 
of  the  public  being  benefited  by  a  sum  of 
7*000/.  per  ann.  on  account  of  no  charge 
being  made  for  managing  the  public  debt^ 


they  lose  7,000/.'    being  the  difference 
between  15,000/.  (which  the  public  have 
a  right  to  receive  on   the    balances   of 
300,000/.),  and  7,000/.  which  the  Bank 
have  a  right  to  for  managing  the  debt. — 
In  answer  to  what  i)as  been  said  respect- 
ing the  favour  which  the  Bank  has  con- 
ferred on  the'  public  by  lending  to  them 
this  sum  of  1  ^250^000/.  the  hon.  member 
maintained,  that  each  subscriber  to  this 
loan  will  be  able  to  sell  his  share,  imme- 
diately upon  the  bill  being  passed  into  a 
law,  for  a  premium  of  20  or  30  per  cent, 
or  even  more.     For  if,  upon  a  capital  of 
1,500,000/.  the  Bank  have  been  hitherto 
able  for  several  years,  to  divide  a  profit  of 
7  per  cent,  and  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  in 
each  year,  and  if  the  renewal  of  the  Char- 
ter secures  to  them  the  continuance  of  all 
those  means  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
made  these  profits,  the  addition  of  one  mil- 
lion to  their  former  capital  of  one  million 
and  an  half,  cannot  possibly  contribute  to 
lower  the  rate  of  profit  on  which  the  Bank 
transact  their  business  ;  *  but  must  inevita- 
bly have  the  operation,  that  an  encreased 
capital  has,  in  all  commercial  transactions, 
to  securing,  and  even  augmenting  this  rate 
of  profit.   As  to  the  praise  which  has  been 
given  to  the  Bank  for  their  liberality  in 
discounting  at   1  /.  per  cent,   below  the 
legal  rate  of  interest,  and  their  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  house  on  this  account, 
he  said  it  was  necessary  only  to  observe, 
Uiat  all  the  bankers  of  Dublin,  one  only 
Rcepted,  discount  at  the  same  rate,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  fair  way  of  judging  how  far 
this  is  a  liberal  practice  or  not,  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  law  which  fixes  the  rate  of 
interest,  because  the  only  just  criterion  of 
judgment  is  the  value  of  money  in  the 
market ;  and  when  the  public  loans  and 
the  prices  of  public  securities  shew  that 
the  value  of  money  is  not  even  51.  per 
cent,  it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  Bank 
confer  any  very  great  favour  on  the  pub- 
lic, when  they  discount  at  this  rate. — But 
the  great  objection  which  he  entertained 
to  the  bargain  which  has  been  made  with 
the  Bank  by  government,  he  said,  arose 
from  a  conviction  of  the  impolicy  of  re- 
newing the  Charter  so  long  as  the  restric- 
tion of  cash  payments  continues,  for  so 
long  as  the  Bank  are  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  paying  their  notes  in  specie, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  issue  any  quantity 
of  them  they  think  proper,  and  to  give 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  any  greater  powers 
in  this  respect,  or  to  relieve  them  from 
the   control  which  parliament  possesses 
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over  them^   in  consequence  of  the  short 
period  their  present  charter  has  to  run,  is  a 
most  unwise  proceeding ;  because  it  cannot 
be  forgotten,  that  it  is  not  lon^  ago  since 
their  paper  was  depreciated  in  its  value 
full   10  per  cent.,  and  because  there  is  a 
Report  of  a  committee,  of  this  house,  in 
which  it  is  proved,  that  this  depreciation 
was  the  cause  of  .the  high  rates  of  ex- 
change which,  for  a  few  years,  existed 
between  England  and  Ireland.    He  wished 
therefore  to  see  this  house  keeping  in  its 
own  hands  the  controul  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  a   renewal  of  the 
charter,  gives  it  over  the  Bank ;  and  with 
such  ample  experience  of  the  ill  effects  of 
an  excessive  issue  of  paper,  to  act  with  all 
due  caution  in  acceding  to  the  terms  which 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  bank 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  J,  Nexvport  inquired  into  the  state  of 
the  Collectors  Balances.  Last  year  they 
had  increased  60,0001.  He  did  not  attach 
blame  to  this  circumstance,  but  he  wished 
to  know  what  prospect  there  was  of  their 
being  reduced. 

Mr.  Foster  replifed,  that  every  regula- 
tion on  that  subject  had  been  hitherto  en- 
forced without  effect.  All  possible  steps 
were  now  taking  to  reduce  the  balances, 
and  he  had  great  hopes  that  before  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament  that  object 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  accomplish- 
ed.— ^The  house  having  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  a  committee  on  this  bill. 
On  the  question  for  leaving  the  chair, 

Mr.  Western  objected  tfo  the  measure,  as 
calculated  to  interfere  without  any  cause, 
with  the  property  of  the  Church,  which 
was  as  well  entitled  to  the  protection , of 
the  law  as  any  other,  and  likely  to  affect 
the  independence  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  to  countenance  unfounded  clamours 
against  beneliced  clergymen. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  supported  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  for  the  resi- 
dent officiating  clergyman.  Residence 
was  the  duty  of  the  Kector,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  parish,  that  the  officiating  cler- 
■  gyman  should  have  a  sufficient  provision 
to  enable  him  to  live  as  a  gentleman.  If 
the  rector  accepted  a  second  bencffce,  it 
coald  not  be  a  hardship  upon  him  to  make 
a  prop'^^  to  the  curate,  who  dis- 

chnf'  n  the  parish  in  which 


Mr.  Creevey  considered  the  bill  a  direct 
violation    of  property,  which  had    ever 
been  respected.     The  stipend  of  a  curate 
had,  about  twelve  years  since,  been  fixed 
at  75/.  per  ann.     This  should  be  the  mo- 
del of  any  change  which  might  hereafter 
become  necessary.      In  the   present   in- 
stance, he  saw  no  reason  for  this  dangerous 
encroachment  on  property.    The  stipend 
of  200/.  would  often  be  the  greatest  injus- 
tice to  the  clergy,  who  were  the  original 
proprietors,  and  sometimes  it  would  be 
found  to  excedd  the  trouble  of  the  situa- 
tion.   To  attack  the  vital  principles  of 
property,  in  this  way,  was  to  imitate  the 
worst  acts  of  the  worst  period   of  the 
French  Revolution.    But  why  should  this 
sj'^tem  of  robbery  be/lirected  only  against 
rectorial  property  ?    If  it  were  necessary 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, why  not  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the 
bishops,  deans,  and  chapters  ?      It  was  a 
petty   fear  of  offending  them;  and   the 
bill  only  armed  them  with  fresh  power, 
while  it  injured  the  rectors,  who  could  have 
no  security  for  their  property,  whilst  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  bishop  to  take  any, 
part  of  his  property  he  should  think  fit. 
Such  an  act  of  legislation  must  tend  to 
breed  feuds  and  animosities  amongst  the 
different  ranks  of  the  clergy,  and  eventu- 
ally injure  the  church  establishment  and 
the  cause  of  religion.     For  what  good  was 
the   bill   enacted  ?    Who    requested    it  ? 
Cambridge  university  was  hostile  to  it  he 
knew.     It  was  the  child  of  the  chancellor 
of  the   exchequer,  who  had  published  a 
pamphlet  in  its  support.     Oxford  univer- 
sity and  the  clergy  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobation  of  the  bill  by 
petitions  to  parliament ;  and  not  one  city 
or  County  had  expressed  a  hope  that  it 
would  be  adopted.      But  the  right  hon. 
gent,  derived  his  support  from  a  set  of  men 
hostile  to  the  church  establishment — the. 
members  of  the  Foreign  Bible   Society, 
the  Society  for  the  Suppression  ot*  Vice, 
and  those  (Jealers  in  Missionaries  who  had 
nearly  overturned  the  power  of  Britain  by 
cheir  late  conduct  in  India.     To  these  he 
was  decidedly  averse ;  but  as  the  bill  was 
almost  idcntif^ied  with  tlie  present  bishop  of 
London,  he  had  to  apprise  the  house  that 
he  had  given  of  late  great  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness to  the  true  friends  of  the  church,  and 
in  particular  by  a  late  gift  of  a  benefice, 
to  a  missionary  of  Bussora,  who  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  whom  it  would  even 
be  necessary  to  qualify  for  his  situation  by 
a  form  of  that  house.    This  had  placed 
I      3H 
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the  bill  in  rather  a  luspicioui  point  of 
view  ;  and  from  the  arguments  which  he 
had  urged,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  house  going  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Burton  coutended  that  the  present 
bill  was  no  invasion  of  church  property, 
and  quoted  several  instances  from  our  his- 
tory, to  shew  that  such  changes  aftca  look 
■  J,  from  the  time  of  BJcbard  the  2d, 
property  of  the  church  was,  in  fact, 
that  of  the  people,  and  certain  relatiTe 
duties  were  expected  to  be  by  them  per- 
formed tg  qualify  them  for  their  posses- 
sion. In  the  eye  of  the  lair  there  was 
another  party  with  respect  to  church  pro- 
perty, beside  (he  impropriator  and  the 
curates  J  this  was  the  people  of  the  parish, 
who  hail  an  indisputable  right  to  their  ser- 
vices ;  and  the  piesent  bill  only  made 
such  a  provision  tor  the  clergy  as  would 
enable  them  to  perform  with  credit  to  the 
church  those  duties  of  benevolence  and 
hospitality  prescribed  by  a  religion  they 
professed. 

Mr.  Lushmgion  supported  the  bill.  It 
vras  not  enacted  for  the  advantage  of  dJs- 
senter^:,  and  was  framed  to  go  as  Jar  as  any 
legislative  act  could  go  at  present  for  the 
anvancement  of  the  interests  of  the  church. 
The  proportion  of  salary  to  the  curate  was 
'only  increased  in'  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  rector's  income.  This  was  a  just 
principle.  At  Oxford  he  knew  of  no  op- 
position 10  it,  though  he  was  there  so  late 
as  last  week.  The  great  source  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  had  been  the  increase  oS 
influence  to  the  bishops.  This  he  always 
wished  to  counteract :  but,  in  the  present 
instance  he  saw  no  cause  of  alarm,  nor 
were  they  parties  to  any  alteration  by  the 
present  bill.  From  a  conviction  that  the 
present  bill  would  be  of  great  public  ad- 
vantage, he  felt  inclined  to  give  it  his 
whole  support. 

Mr.  ff.  Smith,  not  being  a  member  of 
the  established  church,  was  afraid  almost 
.  to  say  any  thing   on  the   subject,   as  it 
seemed  to  be  connected  with   party  and 
religious  considerations,  some  of  which 
inigDt  be  conceived   to   involve  himself ; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  support  the  principle  set  forth  by  his 
bon.  friend    (Mr.  Creevey),    that    there 
should  be  no  remupf-aiion  without  refe- 
rence to  labour.     I '      liected  stroneiv  to 
the  increase  <■•' 
shops,  and  wi 
hands    of    la' 
oihcr".  shouH 


sionaries  in  Indi^  from  the  crime  tmpoted       I 
to  them,  and  thought  the  evils  there  bad 
originated   in  the   miKonduct  of    tbuse       . 
hi^er  in  rank  v*d  station. 

Lord  Milton  opposed  the  passing  of  this 
bill  into  a  law.  The  grand  ol>iectian  he 
had  to  it  was,  that  it  gave  the  most  im- 
proper influence  to  the  bishops,  who  were 
altogettier  dependent  on  the  crown,  and 
who  would  not  fail  to  extend  the  interests 
of  the  crown,  through  the  medium  of  the 
regular  clergy,  among  the  population  of 
the  island.  'llus  was  an  evil  of  the  great- 
est magnitude.  The  objectioo  made  by 
his  hon.  fiiend,  be  thought  related  not  to 
dissenters  in  name,  but  applied  to  such  as 
outwardly  professed  the  established  church, 
but  dissented  Srota  the  true  spirit  of  the 
39  Articles,  and  were  enemies  in  prin- 
ciple to  the  established  church.  fie 
more  residents,  he  believed,  th«  less 
would  be  the  number  of  sectaries  ;  but 
from  the  peculiar  frame  of  this  bill,  he 
should  propose  that  the  house  should  go 
into  a  committee  on  it,  though  h^  should 
vote  against  its  passing  into  a  law. 

Sir  I'riotcu  Bwdelt  thought  the  present 
an  instance  of  legislative  interference  tm< 
called  liir.  It  suggested  no  remedy  for 
the  evil  it  pointed  out.  No  ooe  parish 
had  preferred  a  complaint.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  residents,  yet  no  proof  had 
been  exhibited  of  this  necessity.  The 
ground  on  which  the  biU  stood  was  nbso- 
lutely  fanciful  and  whimsical  ;  it  went  on 
a  supposition  of  a  necessKy  whicb,  it  ap- 
peared, did  not  exist.  It  stemed  the  right 
hon.  mover  had  afTiiced  the  idea  of  respect- 
ability among  the  clergy  to  the  sort  of 
clothes  they  should  wear,  or  the  b*>spila- 
lity  of  their  household.  Poverty  had  hi- 
therto been  the  badge  and  honouf  of  our 
religion  ;  but  opinions  had  changed,  aad 
it  was  not  now  necessary  alone  that  the 
clergy  should  be  res|iectable.  but  they 
must  also  be  rich.  The  catholic  roligioa 
had  one  established  principle  in  it,  which 
had  done  much  for  its  securi^  *nd  pro- 
tection from  encroachment.  Though  tlie 
higher  orders  of  their  clergy  might  be 
possessed  of  wealth,  the  regular  and  offi- 
ciating <:lergy  had  all  the  influence  over 
the  lower  order  of  the  community,  which 
a  similaritT  of  life  aud.eoualitv  of  incoms 
rstem  of 
not  the 
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mbre  respectable.    He  had  yet  more  seri- 
ous constitutional  grourids  ot  objectiqn  ; — 
the  ffystem  of  undue  influence  gi?en  by 
this  bill  over  so  great  a  number  of  chericai 
freeholders  and  voters  at  elections.      If  it 
should  be  necessary  to  increase  their  sala- 
rres,  an  act  should  follow^  to  disable  them 
from  voting,  as  had  been  done  with  re- 
spect to  others,  in  less  danger  of  being  in- 
fluenced.    The  true  cause  of  'the  griev- 
ance noiy  existing  was,  the  neglect  of  the 
bishops  in  permitting  persons  to  take  holy 
orders  who  were  not  proper  for  the  situa- 
tion.    These  were  then  left  without  eitJier 
livings  or  income,  and  the  evils  now  com- 
plained of  were  the  consequence.     After 
such  an  abuse  of  their  power,  wTss  it  right 
to  give  them  more'?  Had  they  known  the 
state  of  the  clerical  establishment,  and  the 
nnmber  of  their  clergy,  they  could  not 
have  fallen  into  the  error,  and  thus  have 
contributed  to  the  disgrace  of  the  clerical 
function.     Perliaps  it  would  be  said,  the 
proper  place  for  a  bishop  was  in  the  house 
of  lords,  or  at  court.    Little  could  be  said 
of  such  objector's  respect  or  zeal  for  the 
cause  of  religion.    The  bill  looked  one 
way  and  proceeded  another  ;    it  pointed 
out  an  evil  and  ofiiered  no  remedy.    If  a 
change  should  ever  take  place,  it  should 
not  be  of  this  description.    It  went  to  over- 
turn the  whole  system  of  clerical  proper- 
ty, a  consideration  which  should  have  its 
due  vreight  on  the  house  ;  especially  as  it 
might  happen  that  they  themselves  might 
shortly  become  the  suftrevs  by  similar 
encroachments  on  the  property  of  lay 
impropriators.    It  was,  therefore,  the  duty 
of  the  gc:ntlemen  of  England  to  shew  their 
disapprobation  of  such  a  dangerous  inno- 
vation on  this  defenceless  portion  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  statement  of  the  hon.  baronet 
respecting  the  neglect  of  bishops  in  ad- 
mitting improper  persons  into  the  church. 
There  was  no  point  in  which  so  much  im- 
provement hao  taken  place  re^>ecting  the 
church,  even  within  the  last  '20  years,  as 
in  the  arrangements  made  for  tiie  exami- 
nation of  persons,  candidates  for  holy  or- 
ders, in  order  to  secure  the  admission  of 
none  bntproper  persons. 

Mr.  mlbeijbrce  said,  that  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  thfe  objctrt  of  the  bill  was  to 
providefcir  the  pbbrest  ordter  of  tbe  clergy. 
This  he  thought  a  great  object,  and  it  was 
adequate  for  this  object.  In  the  great  con- 
test m  which  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
Miltoi^  and  he  were  lately  engaged,  he 


had  seen  nothing  on  the  part  of  the  clergy 
but  consistency  and  independence.    The 
bishops,  he  was  satisfied,  would/  be  better 
pleased  that  no  option  should  be  left  with 
them,  but  that  they  should  be  imperatively 
called  on,  in  every  case,  to  give  the  one- 
fifth.    This,  however,  would  in  many  cases 
be  inconvenient,  if  not  unjust.     On  the 
whole,  he  thought  the  measure  as  it  stood, 
highly  conducive  to  the  advantage  of  the 
church  of  England.      Many  gentlemen 
were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  place  the 
catholic  religion  on  a  respectable  footing. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  entirely  slight 
that  which   they   themselves  professed; 
but  would  evince  that'  the  , well-being  of 
the  church  of  England  was  not  indifferent 
to  them.     Long  experience,  and  a  careful 
attention  to  the  doctrines  which  it  incul- 
cated,   had    taught  him    to   regard   that 
church  with   the  highest  admiration,  as 
embracing  the  purest  system  of  religion, 
and  that  most  consistent  with  the  Christian 
faith.   The  present  measure  had  his  entire 
support,  as  one  greatly  calculated  to  give 
strength   and  stability  to  the  church  of 
England. 

Mr.  Windham  regarded  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration  in  a  very  different  light 
from  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  He 
conceived  it  to  be  a  measure  calculated  to 
undermine  and  weaken,  rather  than  to 
strengthen  that  church  which  the  hon. 
gent,  professed  so  much  to  admire.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  bill  calculated  to 
sow  dissention  and  discontent,  rather  than 
seed  likely  to  produce  good  fruit.  It 
appeared  calculated  to  set  the  curate 
against  the  rector,  and  the  rector  against 
the  curate.  It  was  a  bill  to  endanger, 
not  to  benefit  the  church  of  England. 
He  was  far  from  denying  that  the  legis- 
lature might  not  interfere  to  regulate 
church  property  as  well  as  any  other* 
Nobody  could  deny  that  proposition  ;*  but 
still  it  remained  a  question,  was  such 
interference  necessary  ?  Nobody  could 
deny  that  the  king  held  the  reins  of  go* 
vernment  for  the  benefit  of  his  subjects. 
But  still  the  talking  of  cashiering  kings 
was  a  doctrine  not  to  be  lightly  intro- 
duced, or  to  be'  acted  on  but  in  cases  of 
the  most  crying  necessity.  lu  the  same 
manner,  though  the  legislature  might  have 
a  controul  over  the  property  of  the  church, 
it  was  a  controul  to  be  seldom  exercised, 
nor  even  to  be  often  talked  of;  it  beinff  a 
fact  that  the  solidity  of  the  tenure,  oy 
which  the  property  was  held,  was  dimi- 
nished even  by  the  frequency  of  the  dis* 
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cussion  as  to  the  right  to  hold  it  iAviolate. 
*He  could  not,  therefore,  deny  the  argu- 
ment of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  as  to 
the  lotter,  but  he  protested  against  it  as  to 
the  spirit.    If  the  chuixh  itself  did  not  see 
this  bill  to  be  dangerous,  it  was  more  be- 
hind Its  interests  than  usual.    If  it  did  not 
see  in.  this  measure  a  speck  which  would 
in  time  burst  forth  into  a  cloud,  it  was 
more  insensible  to  its  situation  than  he  had 
supposed.     The   church  of  England,  he 
was  satisfied,  had  more  to  fear  from  this 
measure  than  fcom  the  pope  and   a  full 
conclave  of  bishop^^  even  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power,  and  before  his  holiness  was 
reduced  to  bis  present  abject  state.     He 
could  not  help,,  however,  admiring  that 
far-sighted  talent  by  which  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  enabled  to  smell 
out  the  dangers  of  popery  at  500  miles  dis- 
tance, while,  he  continued  utterly  insen- 
sible to  all  the  dangers  of  fanaticism  as- 
sailing the  church  of  England,  even  mider 
his  very  nose.    Tlie  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  however,  appealed  to  the  charity  of 
the  bouse,  and  asked  if  the  curates,  who 
did  the  business,  ought  not  to  be  paid  I 
To  this  he  had  no  objection,  but  yet  he 
contended  they  should  not  be  paid  out  of 
other  persons'  pockets.    But,  said  the  hon. 
gent,  again,  this  is  only  on  account  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  proper  incumbent. 
Thiis,  however,  was. taking  it  as  gi'aQted, 
that  non-residents  were  delmquents,  a  doc- 
trine in  which  he  could  not  agree ;  as  it 
was  perfectly  possible  that  a  person  might 
be  non-resident  from  bad  health,  or  from 
many  other  justifiable  causes.     This,  too, 
was  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  ques- 
tion.    It  was  one  moment  to  represent  it 
las  a  m^lct  on  the  non-resident ;  the  next, 
as  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  curate.     In- 
stead  of  legislative   proceedings,   if  the 
right%on.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
Would  exert  himself  zealously,  earnestly, 
and  sincerely,  to  see  that  none  but  proper 
persons,  in  point  of  character  and  learning, 
were  admitted  into  the  church,  he  would 
do  more  to  effect  the  pbject  in  view  than 
a  thousand  bills  like  the  present  could  ever 
accomplish. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  contended  that  evil 
existed,  and  that  remedy  was  called  for. 
There  was  not  a.  sufficiency  of  resident 
clergy  to  do  th6  duties  of  the  church. 
The  income  of  the  curates  did  not  keep 
J)ace  with  those  of  the  rector,  nor  with  the 
<jircumstances  of  the  times.  Hence,  one 
curate  was  often  obliged  to  serve  two  or 
three  parishes;    and  thus  baptisms   and 


burials  stood  oyer  till  certain  fixed  davs. 
Church  property  was  given  on  the  condi- 
tion of  performing  theduties  of  the  church, 
and  the  country  bad  a  right  to  provide  for 
the  performance  of  those  duties  out  Of  that 
property. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  could  not 
see  that  the  present  bill  ought  to  be  ob- 
jected to  because  it  did  not  go  entirely  to 
remedy  the  evils  under  which  the  poorer 
clergy  laboured.     It  was  no  reason  that 
the  house  should  refuse  to  do  that  quantum 
of  good  which  was  in  its  power^  because 
a  still  further  degree  remained,  which  it 
could  not  reach.     Instead  of  endangering^ 
he  conceived  that  by  the  present  measure 
he  was  strengthening  and    securing  the 
foundations  on  which  the  church  of  Eng- 
land rested.    The  right  hon.  gent,  alluded 
to  a  charge  made  against  a  right  reverend 
prelate,  as  if  he  had  improperly  presented 
a  foreigner  to  a  vacancy  in  his  gift.     He 
Vindicated  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of 
that  right  rev*  prelate.     He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  to  what  case  the  allusion  had 
reference,  but  if  it  applied  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  learned  person  who  had  been 
professor  at  Smyrna^  he  could  say  that  it 
Was.  an  appointment  highly  meritorious ; 
being  ta  a  gentleman  of  whom*  except 
from  his  character  for  eastern  learning,  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  no  knowledge  ;  and 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  retaining  fee  to 
enable  the  person  in  questioa  to  prosecute 
the  enquiries  into  the  Scriptures,   which 
he   had   commenced.       The  right  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
withdraw  his  first  motion,  that  he  might 
move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  make  provision  for   extending, 
the  bill  to  Ireland. 

Sir  J,  Newport  declared  himself  the  last 
man  in  the  house  to  opposfe  a  well-regu- 
lated reform  with  respect  to  the  establish- 
ment of  curates.  As  far  as  the  bill  went 
to  propose  a  remedy  for  that  great  griev- 
ance, he  gave  it  his  support.  He  must, 
however,  say,  that  it  did  not  meet  the  ex- 
isting evil  in  Ireland,  nor  was  it  calculated 
generally  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  it 
was  intended. — ^The  question  being  again 
put,  that  the  Speaker  do.  leave  the  chair^ 

Lord  Porchester  conceived  that  there  was 
no  call  for  the  bill.  This  was.  a  case  of 
reform  ;  and  he  asked  if  there  ever  was  a 
question  of  reform  agreed  to,  without  a  case 
being  made  out  ?  Whenever  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet near  him  (sir  F.  Burdett),called  on  the 
house  to  reform  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plained^  what  was  the  laiiguage  of  the  very 
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persons  %vho  now  pressed  the  present  mca* 
sure  ?  That  he  must  make  oat  his  case. 
This  he  now  called  on  those  gentlemen  to 
do,  which  not  having  done,  he  must  esteem 
tiie  present  to  be  a  measure  altogether  un- 
called for,  unnecessary,  and  improper. 

JVIr..  Tyirwhit  Jones  strongly  supported 
the  measure,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  k>rd  would  not  continue  to  re- 
fuse his  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  then  go  into  a  committee. 

Sir  C,  Price  expressed  some  doubt  that 
the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  sow  schism  between  the  curates 
and  the  incumbents ;  but  at  the  same  time 
declared,  that  he  hoped  that  by  its  being 
passed  through  a  committee,  it  would  re- 
ceive such  modiiicatton  as  would  be  the 
means  of  attaining  the  general  object; 
namely,  that  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
the  inferior  clergy  throughout  the  empire. 
A  division  then  took  place.  The  num- 
bers were,  for  going  into  a  committee  131 ; 
against  it  17.  Majority  Hi.  The  house 
tiien  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  lord 
3^1  il  ton  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ireland. 
Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  Windham,  and  sir  J. 
Newport,  followed  on  the  same  side.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  his 
proposition,  and  was  supported  by  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  lord  Castlerea^h,  Mr.IIuskisson, 
&c.   Upon  the  division  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes  55;  Noes  18.     Majority  37 ^The 

committee  then  went  through  several 
clauses,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progre^,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OP    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  9. 

[Vaccine  I:<oci;lation.]  Mr.  Rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  this  important 
subject.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was, 
as  the  established  Institution  might -^ot 
prove  adequate  to  its  purpose,  in  conse-^ 
quence  of  die  falling  off  of  private  sub- 
scriptions, to  establish  a  public  and  Cen- 
tral Institution  in  Ix)ndon,  whence  the 
real  vaccine  matter  would  be  distributed 
to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  He  proposed 
that     '^~  Vident    and    four    censors 

of  '>f  Physicians,  and  a  cer- 

ta  the  College  of  Surgeons, 

•h  at  the  head  of  this  Insti- 

tu  \  doubtful  cases  should 

b^  "igbt  hon.  gent,  after 


detailing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  re- 
cent failures  at  Ringwood,  and  afi'irming 
that,  though  it  could  not  be  said  that  vac- 
cination was  i&  certain  security  in  all  cases 
against  the  small  pox,  yet  the  evidence  in 
its  favour  sliewed,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  aiid 
Surgeons,  that  the  failures  were  not  one  in 
300,  concluded  by  moving  a  Resolution, 
"  That  this  house,  having  had  under  its 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  London,  of  the  10th  of 
April  1 807,  in  consequence  of  an  enquiry 
made  by  them  into  the  stale  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation  in  the  united  kingdom,  by 
his  majesty's  command,  in  compliance 
with  an  address  from  this  house,'  to 
which  Report  are  annexed  Answers  to  the 
said  iloyal  College  from  the  King  and 
Queen'sCollege  of  Physicians  in  Ireland, 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edin- . 
burgh,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  PMinburgh,  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  on  the  same  subject ; 
this  house  is  of  opinion  that  great  public 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Central  Institution  in  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpose  of  rendering  Vaccine 
Inoculation  generally  beneficial  to  his 
majesty's  subjects,  to  be  superintended 
by  a  certain  number  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  and  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  by  such  persons  under 
their  direction  as  they  shall  think  fit."— 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  only  to  add,  that 
the  expence  would  not  be  more  than  from 
2500/.  to  3000/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose the  Resolution,  though  he  thougnt 
it  would  have  been  much  more  desirable 
to  have  lefl  this  matter  to  take  its  own 
course.  It  was  a  wild  and  extravagant 
idea  to  suppose  that  the  small  pox  could 
be  exterminated  by  compulsion,  and.one 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  parli- 
ament for  a  moment.  The  people  would, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  under  such 
an  impression,  neglect  the  precaution  of 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox  or  vaccina- 
tion, and  then  the  disease  would  break  out 
with  tenfold  severity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  at  Calcutta  the 
small  pox  was  entirely  annihilated«by  the 
introduction  of  vaccination  and  a  proper 
system  of  regulation ;  and  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  proper  superintend acice  the 
same  result  might  be  attained  in  thib 
country.  He  thought  also  that  without 
having  recourse  to  compulsion,  the  chiU 
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dren  in  the  respective  poor-houses  ought 
to  be  vaccinated,  by  persons  properly  qua- 
lified. 

Sir  7.  7)irton  thought  it  would  have 
been  a  preferable  mode  of  proceeding  to 
move  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
subject.  There  were  already  three  Insti- 
tutions in  London  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  propagating  the  Cow  pox,  and  in 


his  opinion,  the  object  which  the  right    cate  that  Resolution  to  his  majesty  by  ad- 


doubts  were  entertained,  he  did  not  see  that 
there  could  be  any  better  method  of  solving 
them  than  by  forming  an  Institution  of  the 
nature  of  that  proposed  by  his  righi  hon. 
friend,  to  Ivhose  investigation  every  case  of 
failure  in  future  would  be  submitted. 

Mr.  Rose  explained.  His  object  was 
merely  to  bring  the  house  to  a  Resolution 
such  as  he  had  proposed,  and  to  communi- 


hon.  gent,  had  in  view,  was  more  likely  to 
be  obtained  by  private  subscriptions,  and 
by  any  assistance  which  government  migtit 
think  proper  to  grant  in  aid  of  such  sub- 
tcription,  than  by  an  Institution  formed 
expressly  under  the  auspices  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Lord  HI  Petty  contended,  that  as  the 
evidence  was  still  in  some  degree  incom- 
plete respecting  the  efiicacy  of  Vaccination 
as  an  infallible  preventive  of  the  small 
pox,  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  investi- 
gation should  be  persevered  in  under  the 
eye  of  the  public  ;  and  as  this  was  one 
object  that  he  conceived  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  have  in  view  in  his  Institution,  he 
thought  this  object  more  likely  to  be  at- 
tained by  one  general  institution,  than  by 
a  number  of  small  institutions,  some  of 
^hich  were  not  perhaps  altogether  exempt 
from  the  imputation  of  being  guided  by 
mercenary  motives. 

Sir  P,  IkBrdett  reminded  the  house  of  the 
difi^rent  complexion  which  the  discovery 
had  now  assumed  from  that  under  which 
it  was  first  introduced  to  the  public.  It 
was  at  first  said  to  be  a  thing  so  simple  in  it- 
self, that  any  old  w<Hnan  might  perform  the 
operation,  whereas  it  was  now  descnbed 
as  one  so  extremely  difl&cult,  that  it  ought 
only  to  be  entrusted  to  men  of  great  pro- 
fessional skill  and  experience.  There 
was  some  danger,  therefore,  that  we  might 
be  fostering  a  very  fatal  mistake.  With 
this  impression,  he  confessed,  that  in  the 
pres^it  circumstances,  he  felt  considerable 
difficulty  in  voting  for  any  'measure,  the 
object  of  which  was  t&  disseminate  it.  He 
thought,  at  all  events,  that  beftyre  tying 
the  house  down  by  a  Resolution,  it  would 
be  better  to  appoint  a  Committee,  farther 
to  inquire  into  the  efficacy  of  the  disco- 
very. 

Mr.  Wilbefifmre  said  that  in  foreign  coun- 
tries there  was  a  fwm  and  decided  opi- 
nion of  the  efficacy  of  Vaccination  as 
a  preventive  of  the  small-pox  ;  and  he 
did  not  think- that  the  instances  of  alleged 
failure  in  this  country  were  sufficient  to 
fhake  our  confidence  in  kt.     But  if  any 


dress,  in  order  to  his  giving  such  directions 
as  would  be  suitable  to  the  case. 

Mr.  Secretary  Coming  declared,  that 
though  he  considered  the  discovery  to  be 
of  the  very  greatest  importance,  he  could 
not  figure  any  circumstances  whatever  that 
could  induce  him  to  follow  up  the  most 
favourable  report  of  its  infallibility  whick 
might  be  brought  forvrard,  with  any  mea* 
sure  of  a  compulsory  nature. 

The  house  then  dividetl :  For  the  mo- 
tion 60;  Against  it  5.     Majority  55. 

[InisH  Tythes.]  Mr.  Pkmeil  said,  that 
since  he  gave  notice  of  his^  intention  of 
submitting  to  the  house  a  motion  respect- 
ing the  collection  of  Tythes  in  Ireland,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  learning,  from 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, that  this  subject  had  been  for 
some  time  under  the  consideration  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  and  that  it  still  ivas 
so,  with  a  view  of  bringing  forward  some 
measure  for  remedying  the  evits  com- 
plained of,  if  it  should  appear  to  them  that 
any  measure  could  be  devised  for  this  par- 
pose.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
conceived  he  should  best  consult  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  desired  an  alteration 
in  the  present  system  of  tythes,  if  he  post- 
poned his  motion  fbr  the  present.  He 
would,  therefore,  do  so  ;  wislwig  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  if 
his  majesty's  ministers  did  not  bring  for- 
ward some  measure  early  in  the  neSt  ses- 
sion he  would  then  submit  to  the-  house 
the  same  motion  which  he  hlad  proposed  to 
submit  to  it  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  M.  Fki^erald  disapproved  of  the 
hon.  gent.'s  withdrawipg  his  motion  ;  and 
gave  notice,  that,  on  Thursday,  he  should 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Tythes  in 
the  county  of  Kerry. 


HOUSE  OF  C0»|M0,MS. 

Friday,  June  10. 

[King's  Message  respectikg  SicitY.] 
Mr.  Secretary  Canning  presented  thie  fol- 
lowing^ Messagefrom  nfs  majesty : 
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*'  G.  R.  His  majesty  thinks  it  proper 
to  infonn  the  house  of  commoiM,  that  he 
has  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  and 
Subsidy  with  his  Sicilian  majesty.  His 
majesty  has  directed  a  Copy  of  this  Treaty 
to  be  laid  before  the  house  of  commons, 
and  trusts  that  hiS'  faithful  commons  will 
enable  his  majesty  to  make  good  the  en- 
gagements contained  therein." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  then  moyed>  that 
his  majesty's  most  gracious  Message  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply.  He 
took  this  opportunity  of  statins^  that  though 
this  Treaty  was  now  for  the  first  time 
brought  forward,  it  was  no  new  transac* 
tion,  but  one  which  the  psesenf  ministry 
bad  found  to  have  been  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  their  predecessors,  and  that  in  the 
year  1805  it  had  been  intended  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Sicily,  'by 
which  a  subsidy  of  300,000/.  per  annum 
was  to  have  been  granted  to  that  monarch. 
The  eveBts  which  occurred  towards  the 
epdof  that  vear,  however,  were  sufficient 
to  accQoat  lor  nothing  being  then  done  to. 
bring  the  treaty  to  a  completion.  In  the 
begianing  of  the  following  year,  things 
continued  in  a  similar  state.  In  the  au- 
tumn Mr.  Drummond  had  been  sent  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  business,  but 
on  the  return  of  the  treaty,  it  was  found 
to  contain  stipulations  lo  which  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  advised  not  to  assent ;  and 
it  was  but  lately  that  the  business  had 
been  finally  arranged.  He  had  thought 
it  necessary  to .  say  thus  much,  that  the 
house  might  see  that  this  was  not  a  new 
measure. 

[Treaty  with  Sicily.]     Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  then  pnesented  to  the  house  a 
Qopiy  of  the  said  Treaty,  as  follows  : 
''  Treaty  of  Ai^iancb  and  Subsidy, 
between  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  majesty  the  king  of 
the  Two  Sicilies — signed  at  Palermo 
on  the  SOth  of  March,  1808. 
"  His  majesty  the  king  of  the  United 
Ikingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,, 
and  his  majesty  tke  king  of  the  Two  Sici- 
lies, being  equally  animated  by  a  sincere 
desire  of  strengthening  more  and  more  the 
ties  of  fiiends&ip  and  good  understanding 
which  so  happily  subsist  between  tbem, 
have  judged  that  nothing  could  contribnte 
more  ettcaciously  to  that'  salutary  end, 
than  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  of  Alliance 
and  Subflidv.    For  this  purpose  their  said 
have  named    their    respective 
I,  viz.  hif  Britannic 


jesty,  the  right  hon.  William  Drummond, 
one  of  his  majesty's  most  hon.  privy  coun^. 
oil,  and  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi« 
nister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his  said 
Sicilian  majesty ; — and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  right  iUustri-> 
ous  and  right  excellent  Thomas  de  Somma, 
marquis  of  Circello,  his  gentleman  of  the 
chamber,  field-*marshal  of  his  armies, 
knight  of  his  royal  order  of  St.  Januarius, 
his  counsellor  of  state,  secretary  of  stato 
for  the  department  of  foreign  afiairt,  and 
superintendant  general  of  the  ports ;  who, 
after  having  communicated  their  respecr 
tive  full  powers^  have  agreed  upon  the  foU 
lowing  articles: — ^Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a 
continuance  of  the  sincere  and  constant 
friendship  between  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sici* 
lies,  their  heirs  and  successors,  which  has 
always  adbsisted  up  to  the  present  time.- 
2.  The  two  high  contracting  parties  shall 
afford  to  each  other,  during  the  present 
war  with  France,  every  succour  and  as* 
sistance»  in  proportion  to  their  respec* 
tive  forces,  and  shall  prevent  by  common 
consent,  every  thing  that  can  cause  them 
ti*ouble  or  detriment  UI.  tiis  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  engages  to 
grant  to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  ma-^ 
jesty,  stationed  in'  the  fortresses  of  Sicily^ 
and  to  all  British  ships  of  war,  an  exemp* 
tion  fixmi  all  duties  belonging  to  him,  upon 
every  thing  of  which  the  British  squadrons 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  troops  of 
that  nation  may  stand  in  need,  and  ii4iic}i 
the  country  can  furnish,  in  provisions, 
food,  and  in  military  and  naval  storas. 
IV.  His  Sicilian  majesty  being  desirous  of 
giving  an  additional  proof  of  the  senti- 
ments by  which  he  is  animated,  also 
engages  to  exempt  firom  all  duties  belong* 
ing  to  him  ispon  such  pcovssiotis  as  may 
be  requisite  for  the  British  ships  of  war 
at  Malta,  as  well  as  all  military  stores 
which  are  to  be  found  ia  the  conntry,  on. 
condition  however,  that  each  vessel  or 
vessels  of  war  be  furnished  with  a  requt* 
sition  from  the  geveraer  of  the  said  island, 
which  shall  specify  the  articles,  and  the 
quantity  required.  V.  His  Sicilian  ma* 
jesty  further  engages  in  virtue  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  never  to  allow  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  to  bring  into  any  of  his  ports 
during  the  present  war,  any  British  ships 
taken  by  tke  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
VI.  His  Sicilian  mi^ty  also  engages  to 
open  the  ports  of  the  Two  Sicilies  during 
the  present  war,  to  British  squadrons,  as 
well  as  to  all  merchant  and  other 
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belonging  to  British  subjects,  without  any 
restriction  whatever,  referring  to  the  thiid 
article,  with  respect  to  exemption  from 
duties.  VII.  His  Britannic  majesty  en- 
gages in  return,  to  defend  during  the  pre* 
sent  war  the  fortresses  of  Messina  and 
Augusta,  and  to  maintain  there  for  that 
purpose,  at  bis  charge  and  expence,  a 
body  of  troops  which,  in  the  present  war 
shall  consist  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  to 
augment  their  number  if  the  case  shall 
require  it.  The  disposition  of  which 
troops  in  the  said  fortresses,  shall  be  in 
such  manner  and  proportion  as  the  com- 
manding officer  (to  whom  every  requisite 
fiicility  shall  be  given),  shall  judge  expe- 
dient: and  his  Britannic  majesty  stipu- 
lates, that  the  saud  general  officers  shall 
have  the  power  of  exercising  martial  law 
in  the  above-mentioned  garrisons,  with 
respect  to  their  British  troops,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  according  to  the  same  rules, 
as  tee  observed  in  other  English  garrisons. 
—Quarters  for  the  said   troops  shall  be 

Erovided  in  the  abovementioned  fortresses 
y  his  Sicilian  majesty.  VIII.  His  Bri- 
tannic majesty  farther  engages  to  pay  to 
his  Sicilian  majesty,  during  the  contmu*- 
ance  of  the  present  war,  an  annual  subsidy 
of  300,000/.  sterl.  (to  commence  from  the 
10th  of  September  1805,  when  the  British 
and  Russian  troops  landed  in  the  Nea- 
politan territory),  payable  at  the  rate  of 
25,000/.  sterling  per  month  ;  which  pay- 
ment shall  always  be  made  one  month  in 
advance,  computing  from  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  the  present  treaty.  His  Sici- 
lian majesty  purposing  to  employ  the  said 
subsidies  for-the  use  of  his  manne,  and  of 
his  land  forces,  shall  regulate  the  distri- 
bution of  them  in  such  proportion  as  these 
two  services  may  require,  for  the  defence 
of  his  states,  and  for  operations  against 
the  common  enemy,  and  an  account  shall 
be  given  every  three  months  to  the  British 
government,  of  the  manner  in  which  his 
Sicilian  majesty  shall  have  employed  the 
subsidies  paid  to  him  by  Great  Britain. 
IX.  The  two  high  contracting  parties  de- 
siring to  strengthen  more  and  more  the 
ties  which  unite  the  two  nations,  and  to 
extend  their  mutual  relations,  will  employ 
themselves,  ^soon  as  possible,  in  concluding 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  the  articles  of  which 
shall  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  sub- 
jects of  both  states.  X.  His  Sicilian  ma- 
jesty engages  not  to  conclude  with  France 
a  peace  separate  from  England  ;  and  his 
Britannic  majesty  on  his  part  also  ensraires 
not  to  make  a  peace  with  Frai^ 


comprehending  and  saving  in  it  the  inter* 
ests   of  his  Sicilian  majesty.     XI.    The 
present   treaty   of  alliance  and  subsidy, 
shall  be  ratified   by  the  two   high  con- 
tracting parties,  and  the  ratification  shall 
be  exchanged  in  due  form  in  London, 
within  the    space  of  four  months  from 
the   date  of  its  signature,   or  sooner   if 
possible. — ^In  witness  whereof.   We,   the 
undersigned,  furnished  with  full  powers 
from  our  respective  sovereigns^  jiave  signed 
the  present  treaty,  and  have  thereunto  af- 
fi&ed  the  seal  of  our  arms. — ^Done  at  Pa- 
lermo, this  30th  day  of  March,  1808. 
(L.  S.)     W.  Drummomb. 
(L.  S.)     Thomas  De  Sovma.'' 
[Spain.]     Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  on  Monday  next  put  certain 
questions  to  his  majesty's  ministers  relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  advices  lately  received 
from  Spain,  tending  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  that  country,   the   conduct  that   this 
country  ought  to  pursue  with  respect  to  it, 
and  the  conduct- his  majesty's  government . 
meant  to  pursue.    He  did  not  mean  to 
press  for. any  improper  disclosure, either 
with  regard  to  Spain,  or  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  here,  but  merely  to  oome  to  an 
understanding  upon  general  facts^and  prin- 
ciples. 

[Publicans  Licbnsss.]  •  Mr.  Sheridai 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  licensing  alehouse-keep- 
ers, inn-keepers,  &c.  Allu£ng  to  the  meet- 
ings held  for  some  time  past,  at  the  St. 
Alban's  tavern,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing any  rise  in  the  rate  of  Posting,  he  took 
occasion  to  express  his  reprobation  of  aU 
such  combinations  among  lords  and  com- 
moners, as,  if  attempted  among  the  poor  and 
labouring  classes  of  the  community,  would 
be  deemed  illegal,  and  punished  as  such. 
Seeing  an  hon.  member  and  magistrate  for 
the  county  of  Sussex,  however,  in  the  house, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  candidly  stating 
to  him  a  circumstance  relating  to  that  hon* 
member  which  had  reached  him,  and  by 
the  hon.  member's  ^  explanation  of  that 
circumstance  he  should  be  enabled  to 
I  judge,  whether  he  must  not  extend  his  bill 
I  furUier  than  he  originally  intended.  The 
I  circumstance  to  which  he  alluded  was  this; 
j  that  at  one  of  these  meetings  at  the  St. 
Alban's  Tavern,  it  having  been  doubted, 
whether  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  ap- 
ply for  the  interference  of  parliament,  or 
to  proceed  in  their  own  parliament,  that 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  they  -v^m*  both 
idle  measures,  and  that  the 
-iieuded  to  .the-msigistiral 
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the  effectual  mode,  namely,  to  stop  the  li- 
cence of  ei^ery  person  who  presumed  to 
raise  the  ra^  of  posting.  He  save  the 
hon.  member  an  opportmiity  of  aaying, 
whether  the  £act  was  or  was  not  so ;  and 
conckided  by  moving  f^r  leave  to  bring  in 
tlMbill. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  instead  of  being 
either  lord  or  comiEioner,  as  the  hon.  gent, 
would  have  it  be  supposed  all  the  associa- 
toirs  at  the  St.  Alban's  tavern  were,  his 
informant  must  hav6  been  a  post-master. 
He  never  did  say  what  the  hon.  gent  had 
stated.  He  had  said,  that  the  best  mode 
of  effecting  their  purpose  was  by  en- 
couraging a  competition :  and  where  there 
was  only  a  sin^e  house,  te  encourage  a 
rival.  He  had  said,  that  the  power  of 
checloBg  the  evil  in  this  respect,  where 
charges  were  enormous,  was  in  the  breast 
of  the  magistrates  themselves ;  and  that 
tbey  were  too  frequently  enormous,  he 
instanced  the  charge  of  1^50/.  made  by  an 
inn-keeper  en  the  French  ambassador  for 
^  bve^asl.  He  had  as  much  regard  for 
the  libei^y  of  the  subject  as  any  man,  and 
so  had  his  fiither  be£»re  him. 

The  GhmceUoT  qf  the  Mxcluc^uer  objected 
to  a  measure  ^  ttu$  kind,  which  had  been 
&rmerly  wiAdrawn»  on  account  of  the 
late  neried  of  th^e  session,  being  again 
brought  forwardi  without  imy  ground  as- 
signed^ and  also  at  an  advanced  period  of 
the  sessioik  He  should  therefore  negative 
the  motion. 

Mr.  H.  Browne,  Mr.  Giddy,  Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor^  and  Mr.  ttose,  all'  spoke  a^rainst 
the  mensure,  which  was  negatived  without 
3;  division. 

[LoQ4i«  MitiTiA  BiLi..]  This  bill  was 
read  a  third  time.    After  which, 

JUrd  Cuftkreagh  introduced  a  number  of 
new  clauses  by  way  of  riders.  Four  of 
these,  supplying  omissions  of  the  bill, 
were  read  and  agreed  to.  On  the  fit\h 
being  brought  upi  which  went  to  confer  on 
magistrates  the  power  of  allotting  at  their 
discretionx  to  persons  giving  infonnation  of 
oflfences  against  the  said  act,  a  part  not 
exceeding  one  third  of  the  penalty,  on 
conviction, 

Mr.  Bm'ham  objected  to  this  mode  of 
introducing  new  provisions  into  a  bill,  with- 
out affording  any  opportunity,  of  duly  con- 
sidering them. 

Mr,  ff7i«{6iMi(  concurred  in  the  opinion 
of  tht'iion*  ff»iit..declartng  that  he  thought 
^'MM'OQW  e^e  horse  were  too  many, 
^{ua  back  might  be. 

staled^  that  all  the 


clauses  which  he  had  hitherto  proposed, 
contained  nothing  more  than  what  wajs 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  hill. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  tboudit  this  clause  of 
much  importance,  and  thai  it  was  of  still 
greater  importance,  not  to  allow  this  new 
practice  of  adding  so  much  .additional 
matter,  without  a  possibility  of  ascertain- 
ingits  pveeise  tendency. 

Tbe  nouse  then  divided.  For  the  clause* 
Ql;  Against  it;,  IS.-^Majority,  46. 

xMxi  Castknagh  then  proposed  a  clause, 
enabline  tbe  magistrates  to  call  out  the 
Local  Militia  in  cases  of  riot ;  and  provid- 
ing that  whatever  number  of  days  they 
should  be  out  in  this  manner,  should  be. 
deducted  from  ^e  subsequent  number  of 
days  of  drilL 

Sir  JP.  Burdett  opposed  it  as  shifting  tbe 
power  lodged  by  the  constitution  in  the 
sheriff  to  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  clause  would 
be  vesting  enormous  powers  in  the  ma* 
^istrates »  and  that  it  would  be  useless  in 
Its  operations,  as  it  would  be  easier  to  call 
in  the  regular  troops,  than  to  assemble  this 
force  when  dispersed. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  defended 
the  clause.  If  anv  disturbance  existed  in 
tbe  country,  to  whom  could  the  house  in- 
trust the  power  given  by  this  clause,  move 
safely  than  to  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Whithread  characterised  the  clause 
as  a  great  innovation  on  the  constitution. 

Mr.  D.  Gidd]^  denied  that  it  was  any 
innovation  on  the  constitution. 

Sir  iS.  Roinilly  contended^  that  as  it  was 
a  perfect  novelty,  and  involved  in  it  most 
important  principles,  it  ought  not  to  be 
inti'oduced  by  way  of  rider  to  a  bill,  but 
ought  to  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate 
form,  and  deliberately  discussed. 

A  division  ensued  ;  for  the  clause  97  ^ 
against  it  30  ;  Majority,  67. 

Mr.  Whithread  was  desirous  of  proposi- 
ing  a  modification  by  which  this  obnoxioua 
clause  might  he  amended,  if  this  vi^ere  the 
proper  time  to  do  so. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  gent* 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  time.  . 

Mr.  Slteridan  could  not  conceive  that 
any  amendment  could  render  this  clause 
tolerable.  It  was  one  of  the.  most  direct 
infringements  on  the  constitution  that  he 
had  ever  known.  Its  dangerous  ten- 
dency could  be  equalled  only  by  its  nb- 
siirdity.  If  it  were  thought  advisable 
to  give  to  the  magistracy  this  power 
over  the  Local  Militiai  why  not  glv^ 
3 1        . 


ejii 


PAUL  DEBATES,  Juke  10, 


them  the  same  power  over  the  volun- 
teers, over  the  old  Militia,  or  over  the 
regular  aniiy  >  Nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous  than  the  present  proposition. 
Hon  would  it  be  possible  to  collect  the 
Local  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  suppress' 
jng  a  riot,  and  if  collected  how  were  they 
st^denly  to  procure  their  arms  >  He  pre- 
sumed, that  if  a  riot  look  place  on  Satur- 
day, the  notices  for  the  Local  Militia  to 
assemble  were  to  be  afiiKed  to  the  church 
doors  OD  Sunday,  and  that  early  on  Mon- 
day morning  they  were  to  begin  to  set  to 
work  to  restore  tranquillity.  He  gave  th? 
clause  his  tnost  decided  opposition. 
.  Lord  Cdstbreagh  stated,  that  this  claose 
was  literally  copied  fi-om  the  Volunteer 
acti,  and  as  a  considernblc  number  of  the 
volunteer  corps  were  likely  to  become  a 
Local  Militia,  it  was  desirable  to  have  the 
same  provision  applicable  to  them  in  case 
of  their  being  called  out  on  this  service. 

Mi.JVindkam  argncd  against  the  claase, 
because  the  regular  trnops,  in  case  of 
being  called  out  to  suppress  a  riot,  acted 
with  a  degree  of  cantion  ivhich  would  not 
be  escrcised  by  an  undisciplined  force. — 
On  the  <]uestion  that  the  clause  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  Whithread  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment, '  that  the  magistrates,  or  deputy 
lieutenants,  calling  out  the  Local  Militia 
in  cases  of  riot,  should  not  be  officers  of 
such  Militia ;'  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Slieridan  proposed  that  some  per- 
sonal notice  should  be  served  upon  the 
members  in  the  Local  Militra  when  called 
out  on  such  occasions,  before  any  penalty 
could  attach  ;  but  that  suggestion  vras 
over-ruled;  aft^r  which  the  clause  was 
added  to' the  bill  by  way  of  rider. 

Several  amendments  were  then  propos- 
ed and  made  to  the  body  of  the  bill.  On' 
the  clause  directing  that  the  surplus  of  the 
amount  of  fines  and  penalties,  over  the 
amount  of  tines  paid  into  the  Bank,  should 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  county  rate, 

Mr.  C.  Wifime  objected  to  that  provision, 
as  likely  to  produce  an  injurious 
equal  effect,  and  mc 
leave  out  the  wore 
account  be  kept  of 
Some  short  conversi 
this  amendment,  b 
without  a  division.- 
tiie  bill  do  pass, 

Mr.  Wmdham  coi 
npon  the  lessons  wh 
the  course  of  the  ev 
of  legislation,  by  the 
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rasure,  engrossing,  &c.  which  used  to  fa 
transacted  out  of  doors.     These  processes 
honever,  had  occupied  so  much    of    th 
time  of  the  bouse  (no  less  than  fi  wc  hours 
that  he  sh«uld  now  compress  what  he  hai 
to  state  into  a  small  compass.       He    oh 
served  in   setting  out,  that   the     inilit3r< 
establishment  of  this    and    erery    othei 
country  was  composed*  of  two   divisious 
the  anhy  and  what  was  not   army.     Ol 
the  former  division  he  did  not  now'intend 
to  speak  ;  respecting  the   latter,    it   was 
constituted  upon  two  principles,    either  ft 
being  incorporated  or  not  incorporated ; 
and   this    distinction    formed    the     great 
ground  of  difference  between  himself  and 
the  noble  lord.-    The  noble   lord    was  of 
opinion,  that  the  whole  subsidiary  force  of 
the  country  should  be  regimented  ;  be 
thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  enrol- 
ment, and   a  certain  degree  of  training 
was  ail  that  was  necessary;  and  that  tiie 
incorporation  proposed  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  bill  was  a  great  burthen,  and 
would  be  attended  with  very  little  beoefit. 
No   man  would   seriously    ccmtend,  that 
these  regiments  of  local  militia  wouW  fee 
lit  to  be   placed  in  the  line  of  the  army  in 
case  of  invasion  ;  and  if  they  could  mtbe 
so  employed,  incorporating  them  in  regi- 
ments was  locking  up  a  part  of  the  popu- 
tation  of  the  country,  starving  the  arniv, 
and  absolutely  purchasing  weakness  at  an 
enormous  expencc.     With  respect  to  ibe 
advantajte  of  discipline,  it  would   not  be 
great  in  either  case  ;  indeed,  it  misht  be 
so  little,  that  the  value  of  the  difftrence 
must  be  consideretT evanescent.     But  the 
species  of  force  it  gave  the  comitry  for 
the  expence  was  the  consideration  ;  and 
for  what  object  was  this  expence  to  be  in- 
curred ?  Why,  for  nothing  else  but  to  have 
an  incorporated  -force,  officered  by  the 
to|}ping  men  of  the  district,  such  as  Mr. 
Such-a-orte,  the  general  dealer,  and  Mr. 
What-d'ye-call  him,  the  attorney.     It  was 
ridiculous  to  place  any  dependence-  on  > 
species  of  national  defence  so'  arranged. 
Would  any  man,  who   knew  what  had 
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an  enormous  expence,  an  exf^ence  almost 
exceeding  the  belief  of  most  men,  and 
which  went  not  to  purchase  strength,  but 
actual  weakness.      Did  the   nobie  lord 
think,'  that  by  such   a   force   he  would 
frighten  Buonaparte,  and  strike  terror  into 
the  invading  armies  ?  What  wa^  it  tlien 
tliat  the  army  clothier  could  produce  ?  If 
their  being  stuck  into  regimentals  would 
produce    this    surprising    eilect    on    the 
ciicmy,  it  was  a  wonder  that  the  noble 
lord  did  not  follow  up  the  measure,  and 
render  them  more  formidable  by  encou- 
raging the  growth   of  whiskers.     If  the 
house  should  feel  willing  to  accede  to  the 
principle  of  this  measure,  and  to  rest  its 
hopes  upon  a  tumultuary  force,  oi*  upon 
the  refuse  of  an  army,  let  it  at  least  profit 
by  the  experience  which  the  fate  of  other 
countries    must    have    aiibrded.     If   the 
country  was  to  employ  and  pay  for  dirt, 
for  God's  sake  let  it  be  English  dirt.  I^et  it 
employ  its  stout  athletic  colliers  and  coal- 
heavers.   Let  it  pay  its  aspiring  chimney- 
sweepers for  their  exertionl     They  could 
in  their  own  way  annoy  the  enemy  ;  and 
when  pursued,  could  climb  the  trees  with 
the   facility  of  squirrels.     But  the  noble 
lord   was   friendly  to   the  bustle  of  the 
tiling.     He  liked  to  see  men  marching  out 
of  this  village  in  order  to  be  drilled  jn  the 
contiguous  one.     He  conceived  the  public 
would  be  struck  with  itseflicacy  and  exe- 
cution, for  the  nob.le  lord  might  be  assured 
that   it    would    take    great    efiect.    The 
number  of  the  undone  would  be  consider- 
able, and  at  least  amongst  the  poor  persons 
ruined  by  its  operation,  he  would  be  ena- 
bled to  furnish  a  large  Gazette  of  killed 
and  wounded.  He  concluded  by  observing, 
that   the    arguments  of  the  noble  lord 
accorded  with  the  arguments  of  the  vulgar, 
that  what  was  most  expensive  was  best : 
it  reminded  him  of  the  story  of  the  coun- 
tryman who  came  to  town  to  have  his 
tooth  drawn,  who,  astonished  at  the  little 
pain  with  which   the  operation  was  per- 
formed,  refused  paying  the  operator  half- 
a-guinea,  saying,  that  in  the  countryhe 
could  have  the  job  done  for  half-a-crown, 
and  be  dragged  round  the  room  into  the 
bar^n. 

Su'  F»  Bwdett  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  measure,  both  as  oppressive 
and  unconstitutional.  Tl>e  bil^  united  in 
itself  all  opposite  defects.  It  was  ^t  once 
oppressive  and  ineflectual  ;  harrassing  to 
toe  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
pl^A^.. :  r%i&at  as  a  measure  of  national 
V  mght  rather  to  be  called  a 


bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  than  a  bill  for 
the  defence  of  the  country*  as  it  contained 
no  less  than  eleven '  penalties,  without 
counting  those  which  might  have  been  an- 
nexed to  the  clause  brought  up  by  the 
noble  lord  this  evening.  He  did  not  think 
that  we  ought  to  trust  for  our  defence  to 
a  standing  army  alone,  after  having  seen 
it  fail  in  so  many  instances  in  other  coun- 
tries. But  we  ought  to  look  at  the  internal 
condition  of  the  people,  upon  which  the 
existing  taxes  already  bore  too  heavily, 
and  which  would  certainly  be  rendered 
much  worse  m  consequence  of  the  oppres- 
sive enactments  of  the  present  bill.  He 
professed  himself  to  be  a' great  enemy  to 
the  practice  of  flogging,  as  detrimental 
even  to  the  service  iiself ;  and  in  this  opi- 
nion he  was  supported  by  the  rule  of  the 
French  armies,  where  this  practice  was 
wholly  exploded.  The  noble  lord  seemed 
to  acton  the  principle  pf  'evil,  be  thou  my 
good  'y  he  had  altered  the  system  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  this  side  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham},, which  must  in  its  liaturaPtendency 
have  considerably  added  to  the  eligibility 
of  the  situation  of  a  soldier's  life ;  and  he 
now  proposed  to  pervert  the  character  and 
habits  of  the  British  people  at  large.  If 
such  a  system  was  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, if  tlie  poisoned  cup  was  to  be 
coolly  administered  to  the  lips  of  English- 
men, it  was  fit  that  it  should  be  furnished 
by  the  self-same  person  that  had  viewed 
with  coldness  the  scenes  which  had  been 
witnessed  in  Ireland.  A  delicate  word 
might  sometimes  be  used  to'  express  a 
cruel  or  a  barbarous  action,  and  in  this 
light,  the  delicate  term  <  discipline'  might 
be  used  to  convey  an  idea  of  lacerating 
men's  backs  ;  of  tearing,  by  means  of  the 
scourge,  the  live  flesh  off  men's  bones. 
This  was  by  some  called  flogging;  but,  if 
the  ru)ble  lord  through  delicacy  called 
this  '  discipline,'  the  hon.  hart,  said  he 
had  only  to  wish  that  he  might  keep  his 
delicate  hands  oS  the  backs  of  English- 
men. 

The  Sccrciaiy  at  War  defended  the  sys- 
tem pursued  in  the  British  arm}',  against 
the  insinuations  of  the  hon..  baronet;  and 
asked  how  an  aiiuy  could  be  kept  together 
or  be  harmies*  without  enforcing  disci- 
pline ?  Was  nut  the  nece^^sity  of  discipline 
manifested  by  the  experience  of  all  nations 
and  of  all  times  r 

The  Hon.  l\  Hobimcm  contended,  that 
the  di;»cipline  in  the  British  army  was 
milder  than  in  the  army  of  any  other 
country.    The  discipline  in  Russia  and 
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Prassia  was  ^erere  to  a  prorerb  ;  and  it 
was  well  known  that  the  stick  was  ire- 

?oently  employed  in  the  French  army 
A  loud  cry  of*No,  no.]  Thfe  hon.  gent, 
could  only  assure  the  housb  that  fae  had 
heard  so  from  persons  who  were  witnesses 
of  th«  &ct. 

Mr.  C  fV,  Wynne  supported  the  mea- 
8ore>  as  believing  that  it  must  be  produc- 
tive of  a  much  better  system  than  the  pre- 
sent volunteer  establishment. 

Mr.  W/Smth  denied^  from  the  best  au- 
tliority^  thitt  the  stick  was  made  use  of  in 
^e  French  army,  as  a  mode  of  punishment. 
At  the  same  time,  though  he  knew  it  was 
by  no  means  getieral>  he  could  maintain 
that  such  a  mode  of  enforcing  discipline, 
was  practised  here  [a  cry  of  No !  ]  Gen- 
tlemen might  cry  No,  but  he  had  been  an 
e^r^i-witness  of  the  fact.  He  mentioned  it 
with  a  hope  tbat  its  being  publicly  noticed 
might  lead  to  the  correction  ot  so  gross 
an  error,  such  a  breach  of  the  milrtaiy 
constitution. 

General  M,  Mathcw  said  that  he  would 
bring  the  officer  to  a  court  martial  who 
woind  presume  to  us^  any  man  under  his 
command  in  the  manner  that  had  been 
alluded  to. 

Mt.  M.  a,  Taylor  wasof  opinicto,that  it 
Would  be  improper  to  have  the  Local  Mi- 
Htia  on  a  diflerent  footing  in  point  of  disci- 
pline from  the  regular  militia. 

Admiral  Haroey  observed,  that  both 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  French  service 
were  flogged  with  a  cat-of-nine-tails.    . 

Sir  Jas.  Hattm  rising  to  support  the  bill, 
beg^d  to  have  it  understood  that  he  was 
Hot  mclined  to  do  so  from  any  love  which 
he  bore  to  the  measure  itself,  nor  irom  any 
expectaticm  that  the  great  inconveniences 
to  which  it  would  expose  the  comitry, 
would  be  compensated  by  any  adequate 
tMldition  to  'our  internal  strength  ;  but  as 
leading  to-  the  measure  proposed  by  his 
noble»relation  the  earl  of  Selkii^f,  to  which 
h  bore  a  considerable  resemblance  in  point 
of  form,  though  very  different  in  spirit  and 
tendency.  The  differeijce  between  the 
two  systems  depended  principally  upon, 
one  practical  circumstance,  by  the  altera- 
tion of  which  one  of  these  systems  might 
be  converted  into  the  other;  namely,  the 
circumstance  of  raising  the  men  required 
by  a  ballot  upon  all  persons  from  18  to  35, 
as  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  calling  out  all  the  young 
men 'who  in  each  successive  year  attained 
the  age  of  18,  as  proposed  by  his  noWe 
friend.    He  ted  concurred  with  some  of 


his  friends  in  endeavooiing  to  ol^ain  that 
alteration  in  the  committee,  but  withotit 
success.  In  the  course  of  that  discussion, 
however,  the  noble  lord  bv  whom  this 
measure  has  been  brought  forward,  ad- 
mitted with  great  candour,  that  the  cha* 
racteristic  feature  of  lord  Selkiric's  plan,  by 
which  the  youngest  persons  of  the  comma* 
nity  were  exclusively  called  out  in  the 
first  instance,  was  superior  to  his  own,  in 
the  abstract ;  but  he  was  induced  to  aban- 
don that  advantage,  and  to  adhere  to  the 
plan  proposed,  as  best  calculated  to  main- 
tain the  establishment  produced  by  the 
volunteer  system,  to  repair  the  breaches 
made  in  that  force  by  the  d^cay  of  the 
spirit  which  first  raised  it,  and  to  till  up 
the  blanks  occasioned  by  its  originalf^ lure 
in  particular  occanons.  The  h<m.  niem- 
ber  expressed  his  -conviction  that  the  vo- 
lunteer system  was  adwirably  calculated 
to  do  away  all  internal  discontent  and  com- 
motion, and  (fcat  in  this  way  it  had  saved 
the  country  from  the  utmost  danger ;  but 
tfiat  the  slight  degree  of  military  disci- 
pline required  for  tnis  purpose  was  totally 
unequal  to  what  our  present  situation  re- 
quired, threatened  as  we  were  by  Ihe  most 
tremendous  military  force.  Tte  attach- 
ment of  the  noble  lord  to  th€i  volunteer  sys- 
tem,  now  decayed  and  superannuated, 
might  be  hannless'  in  common  times,  but 
it  was  ruinous  at  present,  by  consum- 
ing the  precious  time  which  circumstances 
allowed  for  preparation.  The  danger  to 
which  we  were  exposed,  arose  not  only 
fi*om  the  force  opposed  to  us,  but  still  more 
from  our  situation  at  home;  from  the 
strange  apathy,  the  idle  confidence,  which 
pervaded  this  country;  an  apathy,  an 
idle  confidence,  no  where  so  conspicuous, 
or  so  astonishing  as  within  these  walls. 
A  situation  never  ocfcnrred  in  history  more 
noble,  more  conspicuous,  t^an  that  in 
which  the  house  stood.  The  bulwarks  of 
humanity  were  battered  down ;  they  stood 
alone  in  the  breach,  an  awful  responsibility 
lay  upon  them  ;  but  they  had  a  galhmt 
na!ion  at  their  back  ready  to  follow  every 
spirited  lead,  with  the  more  alacrity  as  it 
was  spirited,  but  if  they  were  careless  and 
slugg^  with  regard  to  such  an  essential 
object,  what  could  be  expected  from  the 
people  }  This  carelesstiess  iseemed  to  arise, 
not  h:om  want  of  spirit  or  activity,  but 
from  the  contemplation  of  a  calamity 
against  which  we  saw  no  remedy,  and  from 
fwiich  we  shrunk  as  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  deatb.  The  plan  before  us  offered 
no  reftige  from  this  decorate  view ;  btrt 
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that  such  a  refo^  was  fumiahed  by  the 
plan  of  iiis  noble  friend,  which,  by  raising 
this  country  to  the  dignity  of  an  armed  ua* 
tion,  alibrded  the  means,  not  on^y  of  extri- 
cating us  from  OQf  prenent  difficulties,  but 
also  oi  transmitting  the  constitution  unim- 
paired to  our  posterity.  As  no  better 
could  be  done,  he  was  induced  now  to 
•upport  the  plan  proposed  by  tho  noble 
lord,  which  by  its  practical  application, 
and  chieiy  by  its  defects,  might  be  the 
moans  of  bringing  the  plan  of  his  noble 
relation  into  notice. 

General  Stewart  supported  the  measure, 
and  maintained  that  any  private  soldier 
could  obtain  redress  by  an  application 
to  his  royid  highness  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  did  not  mean  to  impute 
any  thing  iif  the  leaM  imprc^er  to  his 
royal  highness,  neither  did  he  mean  to  say 
that  the  practice  was  general.  ' 

The  house  then  divided.'  For  the  bill, 
104;  Agam^.  it,  26.  Majority,  7S.  The 
bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  the 
lords. 


BOUSX   OF   tORDS. 

Monday,  June  13. 

[Ma.  Palmer's  Clatii.]  Lord  Hawhes- 
bmy  observed,  that  seeing  by  the  votes  of 
the  house  of  commons,  that  a  measure 
was  in  progress  thtte, relative  to  the  Claims 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  he  thought  it  right  to  pro- 
pose to  institute  an  iiiquity  in  their  lord- 
ships' house  in  the  mean  time  respecting 
those  Claims.  He  therefore  moved  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  by 
government  with  Mr.  Palmei*  respecting 
the  improvement  of  the  Post-Office,  and 
the  causes  of  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Palmer 
from  the  comptroUerahip  of  the  Post- 
Office. — A  conmiitlee  was  appointed  ac- 
cordingly. 

(TaKATY  WITH  Tn«  King  of  Sicily.] 
L^rd  Hatokesbury  moved  the  order  of  the 
day,  f6r  taking  into  consideration  his  ma- 
jesty's Message,  respecting  the  Treaty 
concluded  with  his  Sicilian  majesty.  The 
object  ot  the  motion  with  which  he  should 
cowrf  '^  M  be  to  induce  the  house 

to  ^  Mng  good  the  stipulations 

by'  H'ftty  was  bound  in  that 

tft  nf  their  lordships  to  ac- 

iM  ion,  only  a  very  few 

^ht,  would  be  neces- 
aty  was  in  substance 
laded  and  approved 


of  by  former  administrationB ;  but  as  what 
was  proper  and  expedient  two  years 
since,  might  not  be  proper  and  expedient 
at  the  piesent  moment,  he  should  not 
rest  his  motion  merely  on  that  ground,  but 
observe  further,  that  as  the  chrumstances 
between  the  two  countries  remained  near- 
ly the  same  as  at  that  period,  the  expe-^ 
aiency  of  pursuing  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct must  also  most  probably  remain. 
The  sum  stipulated  to  be  granted  was  the 
^ame,  viz.  500,000/.  for  which  reciprocal 
services  weie  to  be  performed.  Hieir 
lordships  woald  no  doubt  recollect  the  cir- 
cumstances out  of  which  oaf'connection 
with  Sicily  arose,  and  thejri  would  there- 
fore be  sensible  of  the  fidelity  and  genero- 
sity with  which  the  country  must  feel  itself 
bound,  strictly  to  adhere  to  its  difierent 
St jpulationd.  H  is  lordship  concluded  with 
moving  an  address  to  his  majesty,  assuring 
bis  majesty  of  their  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  object  of  his  majesty's  gracious 
communication. 

*,  Lord  Hoiland  did  not  mean  to  find  fault 
with  the  Treaty,  although  probably  its 
policy  or  impolicy  might  al  the  present 
moment,  in  a  great  isieasure;  depend  upon 
circumstances,  of  which  that  house  could 
not  be  informed,  and  which,  indeed,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  comimmicate.  He 
readily  admitted  thut  some  such  treaty 
was  called  for  by  the  claims  which  his 
Sicilian  majesty  had  Upon  the  ^nerosity 
and  honour  of  this  country.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  there  >vere  circumstances 
connected  with  the  state  of  Sicily  which 
afforded  gro^md  -for  mu<;h  anxiety,  and  he 
was  glad  to  find  that  precautionary  provi- 
sions were  inserted  in  the  treaty ;  but  he 
regretted  that  in  addition  to  tlie  two  fort- 
restses  which  our  troops*  were  to  occupy, 
that  of  MalazzoW'as  not  also  directed  to 
be  garrisoned  tiy  our  troops,  the  latter 
fortress  being  of  great  strength  and  im- 
portance, and  kept  up  at  a  trifling  ex-> 
pence.— The  motion  for  the  Address  wa» 
then  put  and  agreed  to. 


house  of  comaioks. 

[King's  Message  rcspecying  a  Vote 
OF  Credit.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer presented  the  following  Message 
from  his  majesty: 

"  O.  R,  His  majesty,  relying  on  the 
uniform  zeal  manifested  by  his  faithful 
commons  to  provide  for  whatever  exigen* 
cies  the  situaiivin  of  affiiirs  may  require. 
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cussion  as  to  the  right  to  hold  it  idTiolate. 
*Hc  could  not,  therefore,  deny  the  argu- 
ment of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  as  to 
the  letter,  hut  he  protested  against  it  as  to 
the  spirit.  If  tlie  church  itself  did  not  see 
this  bill  to  be  dangerous,  it  was  more  be- 
hind its  interests  than  usual.    If  it  did  not 


in  time  burst  forth  into  a  cloud,  it  was 
more  insensible  to  its  situation  than  he  had 
supposed.  The  church  of  England,  he 
was  satisfied,  had  more  to  fear  from  this 
measure  than  from  the  pope  and  a  full 
conclave  of  bishops,  even  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power,  and  before  his  holiness  was 


burials  stood  orer  till  certain  fixed  days* 
Church  property  was  given  on  the  condi- 
tion of  performing  theduties  of  the  church, 
and  the  country  bad  a  right  to  provide  for 
the  performance  of  those  duties  out  of  that 
property. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  could  not 


see  iu.  this  measure  a  speck  which  would    see  that  the  present  bill  ought  to  be  ob- 


jected to  because  it  did  not  go  entirely  to 
remedy  the  evils  under  which  the  poorer 
clergy  lalx»ured.  It  was  no  reason  that 
the  house  should  refuse  to  do  that  quantum 
of  good  which  was  in  its  power,  because 
a  still  further  degree  remained,  which  it 
could  not  reach.     Instead  of  endangerUig, 


reduced  to  his  present  abject  state.     He  I  he  conceived  that  by  the  present  measure 
could  not  help^  however,  admiring  that    he  was  strengthening  and    securing  the 


far-sighted  talent  by  which  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  enabled  to  smell 
out  the  dangers  of  popery  at  500  miles  dis- 
tance^  while  he  continued  utterly  insen- 
sible to  all  the  dangers  of  ^aticism  as«- 
sailing  the  church  of  England,  even  under 
his  very  nose.    Tlie  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  however,  appealed  to  the  charity  of 
the  house,  and  asked  if  the  curates,  who 
did  the  business,  ought  not  to  be  paid  I 
To  this  he  had  no  objection,  but  yet  he 
contended  they  should  not  be  paid  out  of 
other  persons'  pockets.   But,  said  the  hon. 
gent,  again,  this  is  only  on  account  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  proper  incumbent. 
This,  however,  was  taking  it  as  granited, 
that  non-residents  were  dehnquents,  a  doc- 
trine in  which  he  could  not  agree ;  as  it 
was  perfectly  possible  that  a  person  might 
be  non-resident  from  bad  health,  or  from 
many  other  justifiable  causes.     This,  too, 
was  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  ques- 
tion.    It  was  one  moment  to  represent  it 
ias  a  miilct  on  the  non-residetit ;  the  next, 
as  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  curate.     In- 
stead  of  legislative   proceedings,  if  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
\^'Ould  exert  himself  zealously,  earnestly, 
and  sincerely,  to  see  that  none  but  proper 
persons,  in  point  of  character  and  learning, 
were  admitted  into  the  church,  he  would 
do  more  to  effect  the  object  in  view  than 
a  thousand  bills  like  the  present  could  ever 
accomplish. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  contended  that  evil 
existed,  and  that  remedy  was  called  for. 
There  was  not  a  sufficiency  of  resident 
clergy  to  do  the  duties  of  the  church. 
The  income  of  the  curates  did  not  keep 
l>ace  with  those  of  the  rector,  nor  with  the 
Circumstances  of  the  times.  Hence,  one 
curate  was  often  obliged  to  serve  two  or 
three  parishes;    and  thus  baptisms   and 


foundations  on  which  the  church  of  Eng- 
land rested.  The  right  hon.  gent,  alluded 
to  a  charge  made  agauist  a  right  reverend 
prelate,  as  if  he  had  improperly  presented 
a  foreigner  to  a  vacancy  in  his  gift.  He 
Vindicated  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of 
that  right  rev»  prelate.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  to  what  case  the  allusion  had 
reference,  but  if  it  applied  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  learned  person  who  had  hten 
professor  at  Smyrna*  he  could  say  that  it 
was  an  appointment  highly  meritorious ; 
being  ta  a  gentleman  of  whom,  except 
from  his  character  for  eastern  learning,  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  no  knowledge  ;  and 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  retaining  fee  to 
enable  the  person  in  question  to  prosecute 
the  enquiries  into  the  Scriptures,  whiclt 
he  had  commenced.  The  right  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
withdraw  his  first  motion,  that  he  might 
move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  make  provision  for  extending, 
the  bill  to  Ireland. 

Sir  J.  Netuport  declared  himself  the  last 
man  in  the  house  to  oppose  a  well-regu- 
lated reform  with  respect  to  the  establish- 
ment of  curates.  As  far  as  the  bill  went 
to  propose  a  remedy  for  that  great  griev- 
ance, he  gave  it  his  support.  He  must, 
however,  say,  that  it  did.  not  meet  the  ex- 
isting evil  in  Ireland,  nor  was  it  calculated 
generally  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  it 
was  intended. — ^The  question  being  again 
put,  that  the  Speaker  do.  leave  the  chair> 

Lord  Porchester  conceived  that  there  was 
no  call  for  the  bill.  This  was  a  case  of 
reform  ;  and  he  asked  if  there  ever  was  a 
question  of  reform  agreed  to,  without  a  case 
being  made  out  ?  Whenever  the  worthy  ba« 
ronet  near  him  (sir  F.  Burdett),called  on  the 
house  to  reform  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plained, what  was  the  language  of  the  very 
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persons  who  now  pressed  the  present  mea^ 
sure  ?  That  he  must  make  out  his  case. 
This  he  now  called  on  those  gentlemen  to 
do,  which  not  having  done,  he  must  esteem 
tiie  present  to  be  a  measure  altogether  un- 
called for,  unnecessary,  and  improper. 

Mr..  Ti/trwhit  Jones  strongly  supported 
the  measure,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  k)rd  would  not  continue  to  re- 
fuse his  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  then  go  into  a  committee. 

Sir  C.  Price  expressed  some  doubt  that 
the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  sow  schism  between  the  curates 
and  the  incumbents ;  but  at  the  same  time 
declared,  that  he  hoped  that  by  its  being 
passed  througTi  a  committee,  it  would  re- 
ceive such  modification  as  would  be  the' 
means  of  attaining  the   general  object; 
namely,  that  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
the  inferior  clergy  throughout  the  empire. 
A  division  then  took  place.     The  num- 
bers were,  for  going  into  a  committee  131; 
against  it  17.     Majority  Hi.     The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  lord 
2^1  ii  ton  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ireland. 
Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  Windham,  and  sir  J. 
Newport,  followed  on  the  same  side.    The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  his 
proposition,  and  was  sup|Borted  by  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  lord  Casllereagh,  ^Nlr.Iluskisson, 
&c.   Upon  the  division  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes  35;  Noes  18.     Majority  37 The 

committee  then  went  through  several 
clauses,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progre^,  and  aslced  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  w^s  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  Q. 

[Vaccine  Inoculation.]  Mr.  Rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  this  important 
subject.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was, 
as  the  established  Institution  might -^ot 
prove  adequate  to  its  purpose,  in  conse-^ 
quence  of  the  tailing  oif  of  private  sub- 
scriptions, to  establish  a  public  and  Cen- 
tral Institution  in  lA)ndon,  whence  the 
real  vaccine  matter  would  be  distributed 
to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  He  proposed 
that  the  president  and  four  censors 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Instil 
tution,  to  whom  all  doubtful  cases  should 
be  referred.    The  right  hon.  gent,  after 


detailing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  re- 
cent failures  at  Ringwood,  and  affirming 
that,  though  it  could  not  be  said  that  vac- 
cination was  a  certain  security  in  all  cases 
against  the  small  pox,  yet  the  evidence  in 
its  favour  shewed,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  that  the  failures  were  not  one  in 
300,  concluded  by  moving  a  Resolution, 
"  That  this  house,  having  had  under  its 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  London,  of  the  10th  of 
April  1 807,  in  consequence  of  an  enquiry 
made  by  them  into  the  state  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation  in  the  united  kingdom,  by 
his  majesty^ s  command,  in  compliance 
with  an  address  from  this  house,*  to 
which  Report  are  amiexed  Answers  to  the 
said  iloyal  College  from  the  King  and 
Queen'sCollege  of  Physicians  in  Ireland, 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edin-  . 
burgh,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
ill  Edinburgh,  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  on  the  same  subject ; 
this  house  is  of  opinion  that  great  public 
benefit  would  be  derived  irora  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Central  Institution  in  Lon- 
don, ibr  the  purpose  of  rendering  Vaccine 
Inoculation  generally  beneficial  to  his 
majesty's  subjects,  to  be  superintended 
by  a  certain  number  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  and  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  by  such  persons  under 
their  direction  as  they  shall  think  fit.'' — 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  only  to  add,  that 
the  expence  would  not  be  more  than  from 
2500/.  to  3000/.  per  annum. 

]\Ir.  Davies  Giddy  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose the  Resolution,  though  he  thought 
it  would  have  been  much  more  desirable 
to  have  lefl  this  matter  to  take  its  own 
course.  It  was  a  wild  and  extravagant 
idea  to  suppose  that  the  small  pox  could 
be  exterminated  by  compulsion,  and.one 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  parli- 
ament for  a  moment.  The  people  would, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  under  such 
an  impression,  neglect  the  precaution  of 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox  or  vaccina- 
tion, and  then  the  disease  would  break  out 
with  tenfold  severity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  at  Calcutta  the 
small  pox  H-as  entirely  annihilated, by  the 
introduction  of  vaccination  and  a  proper 
system  of  regulation ;  and  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  proper  superintendacice  the 
same  result  might  be  attained  in  tiiis 
country.  He  thought  also  that  without 
having  recourse  to  compulsion,  the  chiU 
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Mr.  Windham  had  hwkri  a  great  deal 
QK>re  importaace  attached  to  tbe  third 
li>rtress  than  to  those  of  Messina  and  Au- 
gustaj  as  being  more  directly  in  the  line 
of  the  pUcCj,  ivhere  an  enemy  from  the 
of^osite  coast  could  soonest  reach.  He 
certainly  thought,  therefore^  that  the  stipi^- 
lation  ought  to  have  been  espress  for  our 
occupying  this  fortress. 

Mr.  IVilbtrf^ce  said  there  was  a  pjroTi- 
sioa  in  the  treaty  that  appeared  to  bind  us 
to  restoir^  N^les  to  the  king  of  Sieily  at 
a  pe^e.  He  was  sorry  for  this :  beeaasc^ 
as  we  wished  always  to  perform  our  en- 
gagements, we  ought  rather  to  promise 
less  than  more  than  we  cottld  do.  This 
was  jskot,  perhapSj  the  meaning  intended ; 
but  it  might  bear  that  coostrvctioD. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cammg  stated  that  ^her^ 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  coastructioii 
of  this  article,  as  it  wa&  the  amendment  of 
that  one  which  bad  last  year  been  objected 
to,  preciaelv  on  the  ground  m«ntioaed, 
that  it  might  bind  us  to  move  than  we 
could  perform.  Still  if  we  could  restore 
Kapler  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  we  should  be 

glad  to  do  it,  although  we  could  not  eater 
ito  any  engageoieut  to  do  it. 
3Cr.  BoHkes  ok^ted  to  the  practice  ef 
granting  money,  as  appeared  ta  have  been 
done  here,  without  the  matter  having  booi 
regularly  before  pariiament,  which  had  a 
right  to  examine  into  the  grounds  of  giv- 
ing away  their  money,  sad  the  maoaeir  in 
wbicb  it  was  expended.  He  slso^  thought, 
that  a  treaty  ef  commerce  e«^t  to  have  ac- 
companied this  engagement.  The  omiso 
sioA.  of  aA  oppeptunity  to  do  that,  while 
we  were  giviog  aW9^  our  Money,  might 
he  feh  in  the  eaae  <^  Sweden,  with  respect 
la  which  perh^,  we  mi^t  be  involved 
in  great  oiScuity  about  our  Orders  of 
CouBci). 

Mr.  Husim^  stated  that  the  account  of 
the  disposal  of  the  oukney  had  been  always 
laid  before  parliament,  though  the  thing, 
h^  adoaitted*  had  not  been  done  in  the 
most  legolar  wajr^^-^Tbe  Hesolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

[Wsfirii«NST»R  Imfroyeiiilvts.}  Mr. 
Long  moved  a  grant  of  75,200/.  tor  pro- 
jeetiagthe  im|Nrovements  in  and  near  both 
houses  of  parliament,  and  for  the  purchase 
of  grounds  in  and  near  PaIaGe-y£u*d  with  a 
view  to  that  object. 

Mr.  Wmdkam  objected  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  meney  was  e^tpended,  and  the 
bad  taste  wbteh  prevailed  in  the  pretended 
imprevemetttSk  He  thought  it  sufficieol) 
to  grattt  a  part  of  this  large  sum  at  pre^ 


seat,  and  was  sorry  to  say  the  style  of 
building  hitherto  pursued  was  such  as  ta 
impress  an  idea  of  misery  instead  of  gran- 
deur* 

Mr.  JLoi^  agreed  with  ihfi  right  bon. 
sent,  in  condemning  the  mock  Gotlue 
ttont  of  the  house  of  lords.  The  remain- 
inc  buildings  should,  be  submitted  to  such 
judgment  as  would  insure  a  better  tasi^. 

Mr.  Ro9e  said,  that  he  really  did  not 
know  under  whose  authority  these  m- 
prorements  were  conducted  ;  but  seiae  of 
them  consisted  in  lath  and  plaister,  aad  ke 
should  be  very  happy  that  they  were 
pulled  down. 

Mr.  SJWndon  thought  no  new  grant 
should  be  made  till  care  should  he  t^en 
that  the  new  expenditure  did  not  get  into 
the  same  hands  as  the  former.  The  pre- 
sent front  of  the  house  of  lords  was  some*" 
thing  like  the  appointment  o£  Dr.  Dutge- 
nan  to  the  privy  council,  every  one  waa 
ashamed  of  i^  and  nobody  wouki  tfvow 
himself  the  author  of  it  He  reeon- 
mended  undoing  the  improper  appoistp 
ment,  as  well  as  pulling  drown  the  misett* 
ble  buikHiig. 

The  S^ioker  joined  in  cond^naing  A« 
improvemeatSi  aa  they  were  called,  aadi 
by  some  persons,  had  been  theughtj  bat 
for  which,  he  decided  himself  in  no  vty 
responsible.  With  respect  te  what  was  to 
be  dose,  the  plans  were  now  beSDre  the 
house,  so  that  it  only,  and  net  the  €9Bk» 
missioners^  would  be  responsive,  eithsr 
for  adopting  or  rejecting  the^. 

Mr.  jBoni^  was  glad  that  this  su]^QCt 
had  attracted  tlj^e  notice  of  the  ceminittee, 
and  reprobated  the  practice  of  voting  the 
public  moeey,  when  no  one  was  responsi- 
ble for  its  application.  He  moved  tha^ 
instead  of  75>000/»  only  4^,000?.  sheuldbe 
voted,  as  amply  sulicient  to  supply  all  the 
demands  of4|ie  present  year. 

Mr.  Wkiibread,  though  he  bad  every. 
wish  for  mconomy,  thought  the  present 
building  so  disgraceful  that  he  would  vote 
for  a  new  one.  He  thought  that  a  coiU" 
mittee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  inquire 
who  authorised  the  raising  of  the  build- 
ings, who  audited  the  accounts,  and  who 
issued  the  orders  for  their  payment. 

Mr.  Raae  believed  that  the  works  were 
ordered  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  the 
Board  of  works,  and  that  they  might  have 
been  paid  by  an  order  from  the  Treasury. 
But  he  asserted  that  every  shilling  of  the 
money  had  beien  accounted  for,  and  that 
the  accounts  had  been  as  scrupulously  ex- 
amined>  as  any  public  ac<:<^junta  ever  had^ 
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Lord  H.  Petty  condemned  the  front  of 
the  house  of  loi*ds>  and  denied  all  know- 
ledge of  the  plan. 

Tne  Speaker  said»  a  general  order  had 
been  given  to  comply  with  the  wish  ex- 
pressed by  the  house  of  lords  for  additional 
ouildings.  Nobody  knew  any  thing  of 
the  plan  till  the  building  exhibited  itself 
in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Huskisson  stated  that,   in    conse- 

?uence  of  the  difficulties  the  Board  of 
Veasury  found  in  getting  proper  accounts 
from  the  Board  of  Works,  measures  had 
recently  been  taken  to  put  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  that  Board  under  proper  controul. 
Mr.  Fuller  condemned  the  shameful 
carelessness,  which,  from  whatever  quarter 
proceeding,  was  so  evident,  from  the  dis- 
graceful state  of  the  exterior  of  the  house 
of  lords.  The  professed  object  was  to  give 
that  house  a  handsome  outside ;  whereas, 
to  speak  plain  English,  its  pilastres  ap- 
peared nothing  better  than  a  set  of  elonga- 
tions, to  which,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  members  mighl  occasionally 
retire.  The  work  which  had  been  erected 
was  a  paltry  building,  and  he  was  not  sur- 
prised the  public  thought  their  money 
thrown  away  upon  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  preferred 
the  eyesore  of  the  present  building  to  the 
expence  of  pulling  it  down.  The  au- 
thority for  purchasing  the  building  was 
given  in  1 806,  and  notice  was  given  to  the 
holders  in  con^jequence.  On  this  ground, 
he  thought  it  riglit  to  vote  the  original 
sum :  which  was  voted  accordingly. 

[Mr.  Palmbb's  Claim.]  Sir  T.^TuHon, 
in  the  committee  of  supply,  after  recapi- 
tulating the  diiierent  proceedings  on  the 
Claims  of  Mr.  Palmer,  stated  that  a  sum 
of  about  68,000/.  had  been  found  due  to 
him  by  the  former  committee,  but  that  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  account  of  this 
halance  was  last  referred,  had,  on  a  diffe- 
rent caculation,  reduced  it  14,000/;  con- 
cluded by  moving,  "  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 54,702/.  Of.  Id.  be  granted  to  his 
majesty,;  to  be  paid  to  John  Palmer,  esq. 
heing  the  balance  of  the  per-centage  due 
to  him  on  the  net  Revenue  of  the  Post- 
Office,  from  the  5th  day  of  April  1793  to 
the  5thday  of  January  1808*  On  this 
a  division  took  place :  For  the  Resolution 
9S;  A^inst  it  73.  Majority  20.  The 
Resolution  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

[Spain.]     The  house  having  resumed, 

the   Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  adverted 

to  the  motion  respecting  Spain,  of  which 

notice  had  been  given  by  a  right  hon. 
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gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan) ;  but  with  the  pur- 
port and  scope  of  which  he  professed  him- 
self not  to  be  acquainted.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  but  be  anxious  to  know  what 
was  the  object  of  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  had  communicated  the  sub- 
stance of  his  intended  motion  to  his  right 
hon.   iiriend,    the    secretary  for   foreign 
afiairs,  whose  absence  he  had  now  to  re- 
gret, because  he  was  certain,  that  had  his 
rt.  hon.  friend  been  present,  he  would  have 
made  no  objection  to  the  nature  of  the  mo- 
tion he  had  to  propose..    He  had  so  framed 
it,  that  it  was  impossible  the  entertaining 
of  it  could  cause  any  public  detriment,  or 
expose  ministers  to  anyviolation  of  that 
discretion  and  secrecy  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  observe  in  matters  of  this  sort. 
But  if  that  right  hon.  gent,  was  ignorant  of 
the  purport  of  this  motion,  it  was  only 
a  new  proof  of  the  shyness  of  communica- 
tion  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  existed 
between   that  right  hon.   gent,  and  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning);    other- 
wise he  could  not  account  for  the  disap- 
probation which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
now  manifested  of  any  motion  of  the  nature 
he  had  intended  to  make,  being  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  was  not 
aware  of  any  good  that  could  arise  from 
the  agitation  of  such  a  subject,  and  must 
only  suppose,  that  the  object  of  the  right 
hon.  gent., In  making  such  a  motion,  was 
merely  to  draw  a  speech  from  one  of  his 
majesty's  ministers. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  anxious  to  dissuade 
his  right  hon.  friend  from  stirring  any  in- 
quiry into  the  affairs  of  Spain  at  so  critical 
and  perilous  a  moment.  In  hi%  opinion, 
every  matter  of  that  kind,  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  moment,  should  be 
lefl  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  executive  power. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  determined  to  persist 
in  his  motion.  It  could  be  productive  of 
no  evil,  and  it  might  give  rise  to  much 
good.  He  felt  the  urgency  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  was  therefore  resolved  not  to 
leave  it  to  the  slow  and  skulking  hesita- 
tion of  ministers.  As  to  the  apprehensions 
of  his  hon.  friend,  he  was  confident  that 
he  should  not  only  be  able  to  allay  those 
apprehensions,  but  succeed  in  convincing 

fiis  hon.  iiriend  of  the  propriety  of  the  mo- 
ion  which  he  intended  to  make.^-Mr. 
Sheridan  having  thus  persisted  in  his  mo- 
tion, it  was  fixed  for  Wednesday, 
3K 
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[Su^AR  DrsTiLLATiaii.]  On  the  motion 
fer  the  third  reading  of  the  Sugar  Distil-* 
lation  bill, 

.  Mr.  Wutem  rose  to  oppose  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  suspending  the 
grain  distillery.  He  said  he  could  not  suffer 
it  to  pass  that  stage,  without  again  declar- 
ing the  same  decided  hostility  to  its  prin- 
ciple which  he  had  arowed  upon  its  first 
introduction.  Nothing  had  been  urged  that 
removed  any  objection  to  it  he  had  origi- 
nally felt ;  so  far  from  it,  the  more  he  con- 
sidered the  measure,  in  every  point  of 
Tiew  it  appeared  to  him  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  sound  policy,  infinitely  mis- 
chievous, on  account  of  the  establishment 
of  a  dangerous  precedent  of  interference 
with  the  apiculture  of  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  time  wholly  uncalled  for  by  any 
pressure,  or  even  appearance  of  scarcity 
present  or  to  be  apprehended.  If  any  dan- 
ger should  arise  in  consequence  of  the 
karvest  being, at  all  deficient,  it  might  be 
as  well  guarded  aeainst  by  an  order  of 
council^  instead  of  agitating  the  public 
mind  by  the  means  which  had  been  pur- 
sued. There  were  two  or  three  circum- 
stances to  which  he  wished  to  advert,  rela- 
tive to  the  consumption  of  grain  in  the 
distilleries  and  the  foreign  import,  and 
which  he  thought  it  material  to  state  to 
the  house,  especially  so  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opinion  which  prevailed 
relative  4o  the  amount  of  such  foreign  grain 
imported,  and  of  grain  consumed  in  the 
distilleries,  was  very  erroneous.  The 
report  of  the  committee  tended  to  confirm 
these  erroneous  opinions  by  taking  only 
one  average  of  the  foreign  importation, 
namely  upon  the  last  five  years,  and  also 
by  not  taking  the  last  official  return  of  the 
quantity  of  grain  annually  consumed  in 
the  distilleries  in  Ireland,  amounting  to 
890,000  barrels.  The  importation  of 
ibreign  corn  was  stated  to  amount  to 
770,000  quarters  annually,  and  which  cer- 
tainly was  the  case  upon  the  average  of 
those  five  years ;  but  he  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  impor- 
tation of  the  two  last  years,  and  which  it 
was  moFe  material  for  us  to  consider.  It 
would  be  found  that  the  import  of  foreign 
com  in  the  year  1806  amounted  to  only 
519,000  quarters.  In  1807,  it  was  cer- 
tainly ft  great  deal  more,  but  if  the  two 
years  were  averaged  it  would  not  exceed 
500,000  quarters  each  year,  inclusive  of  the 
import  of  flour.  This  view  of  our  situation 
ought  to  be  exhibited  to  the  public,  as  it 
was  material  in  every  point  of  view  and 
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ranch  more  aatisfiictory.    It  was  another 
irresistible  proof  of  the  increasing  produce 
of  the  country  and  of  the  means  wre  pos- 
sessed of  providing  for  our  own  sobsist- 
ence.     Then  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
corn  used  in  the  distilleries,  he  thought  the 
committee  had  relied  too  much  upon   the 
lowest  calculations,  and  appeared  certainly 
to  h^ve  done  so  in  regard  to  Ireland^  where 
the  consumption  by  the  last  official  retom, 
was  nearly  double  that  upon  which  the 
report  appears  to  be  founded.     The  com- 
mittee calculate  upon  a  total  consnmption 
for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  780,000 
quarters,  of  which  England  is  supposed  to 
consume  SOO^OOO,  Scotland  l<l9,00O»  Ire- 
land 3 1 )  ,000 ;  but  the  Irish  official  account 
nearly  doubles  that    estimate,    and   the 
British  probably  exceeds  it,  being  founded 
upon  the  num))er  of  gallons  of  spirits  ac- 
tually paying  duty.    The  total  of  grain  of 
all  sorts  consumeci  therefore  must  exceed 
1,000,000  quarters,  whilst  the  fi>retgB  im- 
portation amounts  only  to  500,000. — ^This 
was  a  very  difierent  statement  from  that 
which  the  public  were  impressed  with, 
and  which  was  made  to  appear  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  ;  it  was  however 
perfectly  correct,  and  could  not  be  dis- 
puted.    It  was  not  immaterial  to  consider 
likewise  in  this  view  of  the  case  that  in 
the  event  oit\m  bill  passing,  and  of  our  not 
receiving  a  single  quarter  of  com  firom  fo- 
reign countries,  our  agriculture  would  still 
lose  a  market  for  500,000  quarters.     The 
impolicy  of  reducing  the  markets  for  grain 
had  been  already  repeatedly  urged,  and 
was  too  obvious  and  indisputable  to  admit 
of  any  justification  :  such  a  reduction  of 
demand  would  be  more  felt  also  by  the 
growers  than  is  imagined.  *  Many  people 
supposed  the  loss  of  the  distillery  markets 
would  not  be  sensibly  perceived.    The 
effect  would  certainly  beperceiyed,  or  not, 
according  to  the  abundance  or  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  approaching  harvest ;  if  it 
was  abundant  and  a  good  barley  year,  it 
would  be  materially  felt.    It  was  well 
known  that  we  imported  no  barley,  our 
own  produce  was  equal  to  our  own  con- 
sumption, and,  in  a  plentifiil  year,  it  was 
in  his  opinion  more.    It  was  but  four  or 
five  years  ago  the  price  of  barley  was  in 
Normlk  and  Suffolk  as  low  as  90s.  per 
quarter,  and  the  average  of  the  jnngdom 
23s.  0Y^4s.  Even  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  moment  affi)rded  evidence  of  this 
opinion,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  suffidency 
to  carry  us  through  upon  three-fourths  of 
a  crop,  and  a  total  ntilure  of  peas  and 
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beans,  to  supply  the  places  of  which  in  the 
ieeding  of  bogs,  &c.  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  barley  must  have  been  used.  To  esti- 
mate the  enect  upon  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle by  the  Toss  of  the  distillery  markets, 
these  circumstances  then  must  not  be  for** 
gotten,  the  efiect  was  not  to  be  consi- 
dered by  the  measure  of  quantity  used  in 
the  distilleries,  it  was  the  withdrawing  any 
demand  from  a  market  sufficiently  supplied 
that  would  so  affect  the  price,  and  which 
it  was  well  known  would  sink  it  very  far 
indeed  beyond  the  ratio  or  amount  of  such 
demand' withdrawn.     There  was  another 
<:ircumstance    also   that    would    operate 
upon  the  price,  and  that  was  the  loss  of  the 
competition  excited  by  the  appearance  of. 
the  distiller  in  the  corn  market. — Upon 
the  whole,  he  was  satisfied   the  measure, 
however  limited,  would  have  a  very  inju- 
rious eifect  upon  the  agriculture  of  the 
country,  and  would  discourage  to  a  great 
degree  the   spirit   of  improvement    and 
of  enterprise  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
It  was  possible  that  the  class  of  farmers 
who  do  not  look  beyond  the  moment  would 
not  be  influenced  in  their  conduct  till  they 
experienced  the  effects,  but  every  man  of 
information  and  reflection  who  was  about 
to  embark  a  considerable  capital  in  the 
cultivation  of  lands  hitherto  waste  and  un- 
productive, or  who  was  about  to  carry  into 
eflect  expensive  improvements  upon  lands 
already  in  tillage,  must  inevitably  feel  the 
most  serious  alarm  from  such  an  unprece- 
dented and  unnecessary  interference  with 
the  markets  for  the  produce  of  agriculture. 
Every  merchant  and  manufacturer  knows 
and  dreads  the  eflects  of  any  interruption 
or  restriction  of  the  market  for  his'  com- 
modities, be  they  what  they  may,  and  it 
must  be  as  sensibly  or  even  more  sensibly 
felt  by  the  agriculturist  than  any  other 
persons.    The  return  of  capital  employed 
m  the  cultivation  of  lands  was  slower  and 
the  profits  less  than  that  employed  in  any 
other  way,  and  upon  that  account  as  well 
as  others,  required  a  steadier  market,  and 
more  perfect  security  to  induce  the  direc- 
tion of  it  to  that  object.  These  consider- 
ations, as  wall  as  many  others,  had  con« 
vinced  him  that  the   proposed   measure 
would  be  productive  of  incalculable  mis- 
chief, and  he  had  heard  no   arguments 
stated  in  the  course  of  its  progress  through 
the  house  that  had  at  all  shaken  his  ori- 
ginal opinion ;  indeed,  scarcely  any  that 
appeared  to  bear  upon  the  subject.    He 
should  therefore  give  his  most  decided  ne- 
gative to  the  thira  reading  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  D.  Giddy  and  lord  H.  Petty  op- 
posed  the  bill,  uot  from  any  objection  to 
the  affording  protection  to  the  West  India 
planters,-  but  on  the  ground  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was  utterly  subversive  of 
our  agricultural  interests.-^The  question 
being  called  for,  the  house  divided,  and 
the  numbers  were.  Ayes  .74  ;  Noes  3-k 
Majority  for  the  third  reading  40.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed  and 
ordered  to  the  lords. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Diesdinf,  June  1 4. 

(Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  On  the  motion 
urd  Eliot,  ^  message  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  commons,  desiring  a  copy  of 
the  Report  of  the  committee  respecting 
Mr.  Palmer'«  claims ;  and  also  a  message 
desiring  that  leave  might  be  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Charles  Long  to  attend  the 
committee  of  their  lordships  on  this  sub- 
ject on  Thursday. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Jttne  1 4. 
[King's  Proctor.]  Sir  C.  Pok  rose 
in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
and  the  country  to  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  Navy  in  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject which  he  had  considered  of  the  first 
importance  to  his  majesty's  naval  ser- 
vice, and  on  which  he  had  more  than  once 
endeavoured  to  express  his^  sentiments  to 
the  house,  and  to  urge  and  pray  for  amend- 
ment; but,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  the 
influence  which  the  right  hon.  ancLhon. 
members  connected  with  that  court  pos- 
sessed, had  hitherto  eftectually  prevented 
the  alteration  required :  this  was  not  to 
deter  him  from  exerting  his  utmost  to  cor- 
rect evils  which  were  notorious,  and  which 
must  continue  to  exist  whilst  the  court 
was  conducted  as  at  present. — It  was  his 
intention  to  move  two  Resolutions,  the  one 
purporting  that  the  duties  of  the  King's 
Froctor  or  Procurator-general  were  so  nu- 
merous, that  no  one  person  was  equal  to 
discharge  them  ;  the  other,  that  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
praying  that  he  would  appoint  three  or 
more  persons  to  be  employed  as  Proctors 
in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  High 
Court  of  Appeal. — It  would  require  little 
argument  to  satisfy  any  impartial  mind 
with  the  necessity  of  Uiese  Resolutions, 
without  meaning  to  cast  the  smallest  cen« 
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sure  on  the  character  of  the  individual 
who  held  the  office  of  Proctor,  or  tliose 
connected  with  him.    On  the  contrary,  he 
was  ready  to  .give  them  due  credit  for 
exerting  themselves  to  their  utmost ;  but 
the  busmess  of  that  court  was  so  increased 
since  the  establishment  of  one  Procter  was 
deemed  sufficient,  that  it  was  impossible  it 
could  be  executed  in  a  manner  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  individuals  in  his  majesty's 
navy.  Great  delay,  enormous  charges,  and 
injustice,  must  be  the  natural  ana  is  the 
actual  consequence. — In  the  course  of  the 
last  four  years,  more  than  3,000  ships  have 
been  libelled  by  the  King's  Proctor;  oh  an 
average  each  of  those  ships  may  be  said 
to  produce  three  distinct  bauses,  which 
would  increase  them  to  9,000.     Be  it  al- 
ways remembered  by  the  house,  that  the 
whole  of  what  he  was  now  stating,  and 
about  to  state,  is  the  special  duty  of  the 
King's  Proctor,   who  is  exclusively  em- 
ployed for  the  whole  navy  of  England  in 
all  matters  of  prize,  besides  all  cases  in 
which  the  interest  of  his  majesty  is  agi- 
tated ;  in  all  appeals  to  the  privy  council, 
as  well  as  in  all  memorials  and  reports : 
the  number  of  appeal  cases  in  the  last  four 
years  have  not  been  less  than  500,  all  of 
which  are  under  his  immediate  direction ; 
on  many  of  them  very  intricate  and  dif- 
ficult questions  arise  ;  the  papers  on  the 
table  of  the  house  shew  the  number  of 
ships  libelled  in  the  last  four  years  by  the 
King's  Proctor  are  above  3,000;    there 
are  other  papers  on  the  table  which  shew 
the  amount  of  the  Proctor's  bills  on  ships 
condemned  as  Droits.     If  gentlemen  will 
take  the  trouble  to  average  those  bills, 
they  will  find  them  to  give  an  average  of 
95  /.  on  each  case  ;  but  taking  the  average 
profit  on  the  Proctor's  bills  at  less  than  a 
moiety  of  that  sum,  the  500  appeal  cases, 
at  an  average  of   100/.    will  produce  a 
sum   which,  he  was  satisfied,  the  house 
would  deem  sufficient  for  at  least  three  or 
four  King's  Proctors  :  to  the  cases  of  ships 
libelled,  and  appeals  to  the  privy  council, 
must  be  added  the  numerous  list  of  memo- 
rials and  reports,  which  make  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  profits  of  the  office.  But  it  was 
not  the  enormity  of  the  sum  that  he  so 
much  objected  to,  it  was  the  impossibility 
of  justice  being  rendered  to  the  British 
navy,  by  the  system  now  persevered  in, 
that  induced  him  to  offer  his  Resolutions ; 
and  if  he  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed 
this  day,  he  still  flattered  himself  the  pe- 
riod was  not  afar  off,  when  his  majesty's 
government  would  see  the  necessity  of  re^ 
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Vjising  this  court.  He  was  aware  he  should 
be  told,  that  vessels  captured  by  men  of  war 
did  not  belong  to  the  captors>  but  to  the 
crown,  therefore  his  resolution  and  address 
were  an  improper  interference  with  the  pre- 
rogative. Most  sincerely  should  he  regret 
such  an  objection  to  rendering  justice  to  a 
most  valuable  portion  of  his  majesty's 
subjects.  The  delays  and  expences  of  the 
Admiralty  Court,  with  the  numerous  evib 
and  abuses  which  have  occurred,  were  so 
well  known  to  almost  every  individual  con- 
nected with  the  navy,  that  he  had  not 
troubled  the  house  with  a  long  list  of 
them  in  detail,  meaning  to  rest  the  ex* 
pediency  of  his  motion  on  what  must  be 
obvious  to  every  impartial  man  in  or  out 
of  this  house ;  namely,  the  impossibility 
of  one  Proctor  eitecuting  the  duties  allotted 
to  him :  he  had  never  been  able  to  col- 
lect any  substantial  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment by  his  majesty  of  three  or  more 
leai'ned  and  discreet  Proctors  to  officiate 
as  King's  Proctors  in  the  said  courts.  With 
this  view  of  the  subject  he  should  take  the 
liberty  of  moving  the  Resolution  smd  Ad- 
dress as  before  recited. 

The  Advocate  Generahi^i  it  necessary  to 
oppose  the  Resolutions,  as  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  navy 
itself.  If  the  hon.  officer  felt  so  strong  an 
impression  upon  the  subject,  it  viraa  rather 
matter  of  surprise  that  •  he  had  not  per- 
suaded any  one  of  the  various  boards  of 
admiralty,  which  had  existed  since  he  had 
first  mentioned  this  subject,  to  think  with 
him.  And,  certainly,  there  had  been 
amongst  those  boards,  some  with  which 
the  hon.  officer  had  some  influence.  It 
was  to  the  executive  or  to  th^  board  of 
admiralty  that  any  application  should  be 
made,  and  not  by  address  from  this  house. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into  a 
detailed  statement,  to  shew  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  navy  itself,  that  the  king's 
proctor  should  be  employed  on  their  be- 
half. Numberless  complaints  bad  within 
the  last  four  years  been  made  against  pri- 
vateers, and  the  reason  was,  that  the  owner 
of  the  privateer  was  his  own  domwus  litis, 
and  at  liberty  to  conduct  his  business,  so 
that  many  vexatious  proceedings  were 
the  consequence.  It  was  desirable  that 
the  king's  proctor  should  be  independant 
of  the  navy  agents.  As  to  the  statement 
of  the  number  of  causes,  that  could  not 
be  a  ground  for  the  motion^  unless  the 
hon.  officer  had  shewn  that  those  causes 
had  been  neglected.  The  king's  proctor 
would  have  as  much  assistance  a^  he  want* 
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ed,  and  if  more  proctors  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed, the  reasons  of  the  case  would  ap* 
ply  with  more  force  to  the  king*8  advo- 
cate, who  was  obliged  to  discharge  all  his 
da  ties  personally.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  business  was  regularly  and  dili- 
gently attended  tp,  and  as  no  case  had 
been  made  out,  he  was  confident  the  house 
would  hot  agree  with  the  motion  of  the 
hon«  officer.  The  king's  proctor,  when 
appointed,  bad  given  up  all  private  prac- 
tice, and,  if  his  present  emoluments  were 
to  be  divided  amongst  others,  how  was  he 
to  be  indemnified?  His  former  clients 
would  not  come  back  to  him,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  hon.  officer  would  be  of  opi- 
nion that  the  king's  proctor  should  be  al- 
lowed to  act  for  parties  as  well  as  for  the 
captors.  After  shewing  by  reference  to 
the  original  prize  act,  and  to  several  sub- 
sequent public  documents,  that  the  em- 
ployment of  the  king's  proctor  for  the 
captors  was  consonant  to  ancient  practice, 
he  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  should 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  as  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  navy,  and 
interfering  with  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown. 

Mr.  if.  Martin  supported  the  motion. 
Neither  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  nor 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  would  be  at  all 
injured  by  the  appointment  of  more  than 
one  proctor,  for  all  the  proceedings  would 
be  as  much  under  the  eye  of  government 
as  before.  The  proctor  considered  him- 
self as  totally  independant  of  the  captor^^. 
It  would  be  much  better  for  the  navy  that 
they  should  be  enabled  to  choose  a  proctor 
who  would  be  responsible  to  themselves. 
He  stated  various  inconveniences  that  re- 
sulted to  the  captors  from  the  present 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  said,  that  the 
navy  felt  the  utmost  anxiety  for  the  suc- 
cess of  this  motion.  If  it  were  adopted, 
the  proceedings  would  be  much  more 
rapid,  the  captors  would  be  much  bene- 
fited, and  no  disadvantage  whatever  would 
result  to  the  crown  or  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Stephens  observed,  that  the  business 
could  not  be  better  managed  than  it  was 
by  the  king's  proctor  and  his  assistants. 
He  had  heard  no  reason  for  an  alteration 
in  the  system.  Every  reason,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  against  it.  He  affirmed  that  the 
officers  of  the  navy  would  be  very  much 
injured  by  having  the  choice  of  their  own 
proctors,  as  appeared  from  what  actually 
took  place  from  their  having  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  own  agents.  They  bad  at 
preaent  all  the  advantage  that  EefuHed 


from  the  connection  between  the  king's 
proctor  and  the  king's  advocate.  A  vast 
expence  was  often  saved  to  the  captors, 
which  they  would  be  pat  to  in  prosecut- 
ing bad  causes,  if  they  chose  their  owa 
proctors. 

Mr.  Bftstard  contended,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  watch  and  be  jealous 
of  every  office.  He  hoped,  as  the  right 
hon.  sent,  had  said,  if  the  hon.  baronet 
should  carry  his  motion,  that  he  would  ex- 
tend his  motion  to  the  office  of  that  right 
hon.  gent.  There  were  certainly  in  the 
commons  many  persons  who  were  as  well 
qualified  as  the  king's  proctor  to  conduct 
the  business.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
interests  of  the  navy  itself  were  better  pro- 
Vi4ed  for  by  the  present  practice ;  but  the 
contrary  was  the  impression  universally 
felt  in  the  navy,  though  most  unwarrant- 
able measures  were  employed  by  the  ad- 
miralty to  stifle  their  complaints.  He  knew 
the  fact,  because  a  petition  had  been  put 
into  his  hands,  complaining  of  gross  abuses, 
and  signed  by  many  of  the  most  respect- 
able persons  in  the  navy,  some  of  whom 
withdrew  their  names,  in  consequence  of 
their  having  been  menaced  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  admiralty ;  and  he  had  re- 
fused to  present  the  petition  afterwards, 
lest  he  should  thereby  draw  down  that 
vengeance  upon  the  parties.  Upon  these 
grounds  he  should  support  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  ParquAar  stated  that  if  a  cause  ex- 
tended beyond  the  period  of  two  years,  it 
must  be  from  the  fault  of  the  parties.  He 
bore  testimony  to  the  respectability  and 
integrity  of  the  present  king's  proctor, 
and  expressed  his  surprise  that  this  pro- 
position should  have  come  from  any  per- 
son connected  with  the  navy. 

Mr.  Johnstone  observed,  that  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  at  present  resulted  from 
the  kind's  advocate  having  the  manage- 
ment of  the  prize  causes,  would  exist, 
though  there  should  be  two  or  more 
king^  proctors ;  and  that  all  the  argu- 
ments about  the  injurious  effect  of  an  un- 
restricted liberty  of  choice  were  altogether 
inapplicable.  Proceedings,  he  said,  had 
of^en  been  retarded,  owing  to  the  manage- 
ment beine  in  one  person  ;  and  justice  to 
the  neutrals,  as  well  as  to  the  captors,  re- 
quired that  some  alterations  should  take 
place.  He  could  not  see  why  the  incon- 
veniences might  not  be  remedied  without 
sacrificing  any  of  the  advantages. 

The  Solicitor  GenenU  dissented  from 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  admiral,  because, 
if  any  inconveaienciea.wcre  felt  jrom  the 
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cussion  as  to  the  right  to  hold  it  iiiviolate. 
*He  could  not,  therefore,  deny  the  argu- 
ment of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  as  to 
the  letter,  but  he  protested  against  it  as  to 
the  spirit.    If  the  church  iLself  did  not  see 
this  bill  to  be  dangerous,  it  was  more  be- 
hind its  interests  than  usual.    If  it  did  not 
see  in.  this  measure  a  speck  which  would 
in  time  burst  forth  into  a  cloud,  it  was 
more  insensible  to  its  situation  than  he  had 
supposed.     The  church  of  England,  he 
was  satisfied,  had  more  to  fear  from  this 
measure  than  from   the  pope  and   a  full 
conclave  of  bishops,  even  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power,  and  before  his  holiness  was 
reduced  to  his  present  abject  state.     He 
coukl  not  help,  however,  admiring  that 
far-sighted  talent  by  which  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  enabled  to  smell 
out  the  dangers  of  popery  at  500  miles  dis- 
tance^ while  he  continued  utterly  insen- 
sible to  all  the  dangers  of  fanaticism  as- 
sailing the  church  of  England,  even  under 
his  very  nose.    Tlie  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  however,  appealed  to  the  charity  of 
the  house,  and  asked  if  the  curates,  who 
did  the  business,  ought  not  to  be  paid  I 
To  this  he  had  no  objection,  but  yet  he 
contended  they  should  not  be  paid  out  of 
other  persons'  pockets.    But,  said  the  hon. 
gent,  again,  this  is  only  on  account  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  proper  incumbent. 
This,  however,  was  tsdking  it  as  granted, 
that  non-residents  were  delinquents,  a  doc- 
trine in  which  he  could  not  agree ;  as  it 
was  perfectly  possible  that  a  person  might 
be  non-resident  from  bad  health,  or  from 
many  other  justifiable  causes.    This,  too, 
was  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  ques- 
tion.    It  was  one  moment  to  represent  it 
'as  a  mi!klct  on  the  non-resident ;  the  next, 
as  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  curate.     In- 
stead  of  legislative   proceedings,   if  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
^'ould  exert  himself  zealously,  earnestly, 
and  sincerely,  to  see  that  none  but  proper 
persons,  in  point  of  character  and  learning, 
were  admitted  into  the  church,  he  would 
do  more  to  effect  the  object  in  view  than 
a  thousand  bills  like  the  present  could  ever 
accomplish. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  contended  that  evil 
existed,  and  that  remedy  was  called  for. 
There  was  not  a  sufficiency  of  resident 
clergy  to  do  the  duties  of  the  church. 
The  income  of  the  curates  did  not  keep 
face  with  those  of  the  rector,  nor  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  times.  Hence,  one 
curate  was  often  obliged  to  serve  two  or 
three  parishes;    and   thus  baptisms   and 


burials  stood  OTer  till  certain  fixed  d&y&« 
Church  property  was  given  on  the  condi- 
tion of  performing  the*duties  of  the  church, 
and  the  country  bad  a  right  to  proTide  ftiT 
the  performance  of  those  duties  out  of  that 
property. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  could  not 
see  that  the  present  bill  ought  to  be  ob- 
jected to  because  it  did  not  go  entirely   to 
remedy  the  eWIs  under  which  the  poorer 
clergy  laboured.     It  was  no  reason  that 
the  honsc  should  refuse  to  do  that  quantum 
of  good  which  was  in  its  power,^  because 
a  still  further  degree  remained,  which   it 
could  not  reach.     Instead  of  endangering, 
he  conceived  that  by  the  present  measure 
he  was  strengthening  and    securing  the 
foundations  on  which  the  church  of  Eng- 
land rested.    The  right  hon.  gent,  alluded 
to  a  charge  made  against  a  right  reverend 
prelate,  as  if  he  had  improperly  presented 
a  foreigner  to  a  vacancy  in  his  gift.     He 
Vindicated  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of 
that  right  revk  prelate.     He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  to  what  case  the  allusion  had 
reference,  but  if  it  applied  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  learned  person  who  haid  been 
professor  at  Smyrna,  he  could  say  that  it 
wa&  an  appointment  highly  meritorious ; 
being  ta  a  gentleman  of  whom*  except 
from  his  character  for  eastern  learning,  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  no  knowledge  ;  and 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  retaining  fee  to 
enable  the  person  in  question  to  prosecute 
the  enquiries  into  the  Scriptures,   which, 
he   had   commenced.       The   right   hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  foe  leave  to 
withdraw  his  first  motion,   that   he  might 
move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  make  provision  for   extending 
the  bill  to  Ireland. 

Sir  if,  Netuport  declared  himself  the  last 
man  in  the  house  to  opposfc  a  well-regu- 
lated reform  with  respect  to  the  establish- 
ment of  curates.  As  far  as  the  bill  went 
to  propose  a  remedy  for  that  great  griev- 
ance, he  gave  it  his  support.  He  must, 
however,  say,  that  it  did  not  meet  the  ex- 
isting evil  in  Ireland,  nor  was  it  calculated 
generally  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  it 
was  intended. — ^The  question  being  again 
put,  that  the  Speaker  do.  leave  the  cimr. 

Lord  Porchester  conceived  that  there  was 
no  call  for  the  bill.  This  was  a  case  of 
reform  ;  and  he  asked  if  there  ever  was  a 
question  of  reform  agreed  to,  without  a  case 
being  made  out  ?  Whenever  the  woi'thy  ba- 
ronet near  him  (sir  F.  Burdett),called  on  the 
house  to  reform  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plained, what  was  the  laiiguage  of  the  very 
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persons  who  now  pressed  the  present  mea- 
sure ?  That  he  must  make  oat  his  case. 
This  he  now  called  on  those  gentlemen  to 
do,  which  not  having  done,  he  must  esteem 
tiie  present  to  be  a  measure  altogether  un- 
called for,  unnecessary,  and  improper. 
.  Mr..  Tytrwhit  Jone9  strongly  supported 
the  measure,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  k>rd  would  not  continue  to  re- 
fuse his  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  then  go  into  a  committee. 

Sir  C  Price  expressed  some  doubt  that 
the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  sow  schism  between  the  curates 
and  the  incumbents ;  but  at  the  same  time 
declared,  that  he  hoped  that  by  its  being 
passed  through  a  committee,  it  would  re- 
ceive such  modification  as  would  be  the 
means  of  attaining  the  general  object; 
uamely,  that  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
the  inferior  clergy  throughout  the  empire. 

A  division  then  took  place.  The  num- 
bers were,  for  going  into  a  committee  131; 
against  it  17.  Majority  114-.  The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  lord 
III  il ton  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ireland. 
Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  Windham,  and  sir  J. 
Newport,  followed  on  the  same  side.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  his 
proposition,  and  was  sup|»orted  by  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.lluskisson, 
&c.   Upon  the  division  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes  55;  Noes  lb.     Majority  37 ^The 

committee  then  went  through  several 
clauses,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progre^,  and  aslced  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  9- 

[Vaccine  Inoculation.]  Mr.  Rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  this  important 
subject.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was, 
as  the  established  Institution  might '^lot 
prove  ade(|uate  to  its  purpose,  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  falling  off  of  private  sub- 
scriptions, to  establish  a  public  and  Cen- 
tral Institution  in  Ix)ndon,  whence  the 
real  vaccine  matter  would  be  distributed 
to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  He  proposed 
that  the  president  and  four  censors 
of  the  College  of  Physiciawt,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Insti- 
tution, to  whom  all  doubtful  cases  should 
be  referred.    The  right  hon.  gent,  after 


detailing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  re* 
cent  failures  at  Ringwood,  and  affirming 
that,  though  it  could  not  be  said  that  vac- 
cination was  izi  certain  security  in  all  cases 
against  the  small  pox,  yet  the  evidence  in 
its  favour  shewed,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  that  the  failures  were  not  one  in 
300,  concluded  by  moving  a  Resolution, 
"  That  this  house,  having  had  under  its 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  London,  of  the  10th  of 
April  1807,  in  consequence  of  an  enquiry 
made  by  them  into  the  state  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation  in  the  united  kingdom,  by 
his  majesty's  command,  in  compliance 
with  an  address  from  this  house,*  to 
which  Report  are  amiexed  Answers  to  the 
said  -Royal  College  from  the  King  and 
Queen'sCoHege  of  Physicians  in  Ireland, 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edin- . 
burgh,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Loudon,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  }!xlinburgh,  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  on  the  same  subject ; 
this  house  is  of  opinion  that  great  public 
benefit  would  be  derived  irom  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Central  Institution  in  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpose  of  rendering  Vaccine 
Inoculation  generally  beneficial  to  his 
majesty's  subjects,  to  be  superintended 
by  a  certain  number  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  and  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  by  such  persons  under 
their  direction  as  they  shall  think  fit.'' — 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  only  to  add,  that 
the  expence  would  not  be  more  than  from 
2500/.  to  3000/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose the  Resolution,  though  he  thougtit 
It  would  have  been  much  more  desirable 
to  have  lefl  this  matter  to  take  its  own 
course.  It  was  a  wild  and  extravagant 
idea  to  suppose  that  the  small  pox  could 
be  exterminated  by  compulsion,  and.one 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  parli- 
ament for  a  moment.  The  people  would, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  under  such 
an  impression,  neglect  the  precaution  of 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox  or  vaccina- 
tion, and  then  the  disease  would  break  out 
with  tenfold  severity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  at  Calcutta  the 
small  pox  was  entirely  annihilated«by  the 
introduction  of  vaccination  and  a  proper 
system  of  regulation ;  and  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  proper  superintendaoce  tht 
same  result  might  be  attained  In  tliis 
country.  He  thought  also  that  without 
having  recourse  to  compulsion,  the  chiU 
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gine  it  would  ;  oats  might  be  somewhat 
cheaper^  and  so  might  peas  and  beans  if 
the  crop  was  better,  but  he  hardly  thought 
it  likely  that  wheat  would,  or  that  upon 
the  whole  we  should  be  more  plentifully 
supplied  with  grain  than  at  present.  There 
wa»  no  probability  that  the  same  reasons 
would  not  exist,  if  reasons  they  could  be 
called,  for  stopping  the  distilleries  next 
year,  which  prevailed  at  that  lime.  He 
then  observed  that  several  gentlemen  had 
remarked,  tbat.it  was  extraordinary  the 
landed  interest  should  so  much  complain 
of  the  loss  of  the  distillery  market,  when 
at  the  same  time  they  were  so  patient 
under  and  so  little  complained  of  the  an- 
nual importation  of  foreign  corn,  and  which 
operated  to  the  full  as  injuriously  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  as  the  proposed 
measure  could  possibly  do.  But  those 
hon.  gentlemen  were  compleatly  mistaken 
in  their  ideas  upon  that  subject.  -The 
landed  interest  did  sensibly  feel  the  injury 
done  to  British  agriculture  by  the  facility 
of  importation  of  corn  of  foreign  growth, 
but  they  felt  also  the  impropriety  and  im- 
policy of  making  these  topics  the  subject 
of  frequent  parliamentary  discussion.  Had 
those  hon.  gentlemen  forgot  that  only  four 
years  ago  an  act  passed  to  check  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  representations  of  the  landed 
interest  upon  the  subject  at  that  time?  Had 
they  forgot  .ihe  clamour  that  was  raised 
against  that  measure,  and  the  difficulty 
there  was  in  overcoming  those  clamours, 
notwithstanding  the  support  it  received  in 
parliament,  and  the  very  limited  extent  to 
which  the  principle  of  that  bill  was  con- 
fined ?  The  landed  interest  did  certainly 
feel  strongly  that  nothing  could  be  more 
injurious  and  more  impolitic  than  encourag- 
ing the  agriculture  of  foreign  countries 
at  the  expence  of  our  own.  "We  had  all 
the  means  of  providing  for  our  own  sub- 
sistence, we  had  lands,  capital,  industry, 
agricultural  science,  nothing  was  requi- 
site but  proper  encouragement,  and  pro- 
per security.  It  was  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  continue  such  a  system  of  laws  and 
regulations  relating  to  the  corn  trade  as  in 
truth  operated  to  depress  the  agriculture 
of  our  own  country,  and  encourage  that  of 
foreign  nations ;  even  now,  since  the  pas- 
sing of  the  act  of  1804,  the  British  markets 
had  been  constantly  open  to  foreigners, 
and  the  British  growers  as  constantly  de- 
prived of  any  reciprocal  advantage.  It 
was  true  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
fvere  such  that  the  importation  would  have 
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been  checked  had  the  average  price  fallen 
to  Q6s,  per  qr.  wheat,  and  that  was  a  consi* 
derable  advantage  in  the  security  to  the 
farmers  against  an  excessive  depression, 
compared  with  the  act  previously  existing, 
but  it  ought  to  be  stopped  at  a  much  earlier 
period.    The  prejudices  of  the  people  how- 
ever were  strong  upon  these  subjects,  and 
unfortunately  their  opinions  were  too  gene- 
rally mistaken  and  operating  against  their 
own  object  and  interests.    In  the  year  1 795 
the  table  of  the  house  was  covered   with 
petitions  signed  by  thousands  of  persons, 
praying  the  repeal  of  that  law,  and  ex- 
pressing their  desire  in  very  urgent  terms. 
Neither  the   administration  of  that  day, 
however,  nor  the  majority  of  the  housie, 
thought  it  advisable  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  it  was  very 
fortunate  they  did  not,  for  the  repeal  of 
that  measure  would  have  materially  damp- 
ed the  spirit  of  improving  agriculture,  and 
we  should  have  now  had  to  deplore  the 
effects.    In  this  instance  there  was  another 
proof  of  the  difterent  policy  which  then 
prevailed,    contrasted    with    that    which 
seemed  to  govern  his  majesty's  ministers 
at  the  present  moment ;  the  price  of  wheat 
was    higher   by  above  ten   shillings  per 
quarter   when   these  petitions  were   pre- 
sented to  the  house  than  it  was  then,  when 
the  grain  distillery  was  about  to  be  pro- 
hibited.    Th^e  circumstances  altogether 
proved,  that  the  landed  interest  was  notin- 
difterent  to  the  imports^tion  of  foreign  corn, 
though  solicitous  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
the  agitation  of  questions  of  such  a  nature 
as  had  always  been  found  to  create  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Lord  W,  Russell  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  silence  of  ministers  on  a  question  of 
this  importance.  He  wished  to  know, 
whether  they  considered  themselves  as 
responsible  for  this  measure,  which  was 
brought  forward  under  such  suspicious 
circumstances.  He  asked,  whether  it  was 
wise  or  politic  to  restrict  agriculture  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  ? 
/The  proposition  appeared  to  him  incon- 
sistent with  common  sense. 

The  house  then  divided;  for  the  se- 
cond reading  90,  against  it  39.  Majo- 
rity 51. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castlereagk 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
English  Local  Militia  bill,  after  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  two  clauses  reserved 
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on  a  former  night.  On  the  clause  for  re- 
quiring persons  who  claim  exemptions  in 
consequence  of  having  paid  the  fine  under 
the  act,  to  sign  a  decfaration  that  they 
had  not  paid  by  means  of  any  insurance 
or  otherwise  than  with  their  own  proper- 
ty, being  read, 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  make  the  measure  bear 
heavily  upon  the  lower  classes,  whilst  it 
would  operate  lightly  on  the  higher  classes 
If  personal  service  was  enforced  in  every 
instance,  the  measure  would  not  operate 
so  unequally.  But  as  substitution  was  not 
allowed,  he  thought  that  the  lower  classes 
should  be  permitted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  pressure  of  the  fine  by  insurance, 
as  otherwise  the  measure  would  be  odious 
in  the  country. 

The  Secrciary  at  War  was  surprised  at  the 
opposition  made  to  this  clause,  because  it 
would  go  to  the  whole  of  the  bill.  This 
clause  was  absolutely  necessary  to  render 
the  bill  operative,  as,  if  insurance  was  al- 
lowed, the  bill  could  never  take  effect.  The 
burthen  of  the  service  could  not  be  heavy, 
or  the  number  of  volunteers  who  offer- 
ed themselves  to  serve  as  local  militia, 
would  not  l>€  so  great  as  the  fact  proved 
it  to  be. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  this  clawse  most 
highly  objectionable,  because  it  imposed 
a  heavy  partial  burthen  upon  individuals 
of  the  lower  class,  without  allowing  them 
to  secure  themselves  against  it  by  insu- 
rance. The  measure  ought  either  to  en- 
force in  every  instance  personal  service, 
or  insurance  should  be  allowed,  because 
in  every  case  the  lesser  evil  would  be  pre- 
ferred. In  the  lower  classes  the  fine 
would  be  a  greater  evil  than  personal  ser- 
vice, and'  they  of  course  must  serve, 
whilst  with  the  higher  classes  the  fine 
would  be  the  lesser  evil,  and  they  of 
course  would  pay  it,  and  not  submit  to 
their  personal  service.  The  service  would 
be  ruin  to  many  persons  in  business,  who 
must  serve,  and  if  the  service  would  be 
rijiin,  the  fine  which  went  to  compel  it 
must  be  equally  ruinous.  No  option 
therefore  was  given,  as  was  stated  by 
the  noble  lord,  because  either  alternative 
must  be  rain  to  the  industrious  classes, 
whom  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  pro- 
tect. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated  that  there  were 
only  two  ways  of  mitigating  the  severity 
of  conscription  by  ballot ;  mitigation  by 
fine,  or  mitigation  by  substitution.  He 
preferred  the  mitigation  by  fine,  and  was 


not   surprised  at  the  opposition  of   the 
right  hon.   gent,    because   he  was    most 
animated  in  resisting  every  principle  that 
was  borrowed  from  himself;  the  fiae  being 
the  principle  of  his  Training  bill,  which 
did  not  admit  of  substitution.     The  insu- 
rance he  looked  upon  as  injurious  to  the 
military  service.     In  the  case  of  insurance 
offices,  the  office  keeper  endeavoured,  as 
was  natural,  to  obtain  the  men  on   the 
cheapest  terms,  and  so  far  interfered  with 
the  recruiting  for  the  army.  The  same  effect 
was  produced  by  the  insurance  clubs,  and 
by  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  parishes 
to  individuals  of  a  particular  description. 
The  insurance,  if  allowed  in  this  instance, 
would  have  the  effect  of  withdrawing  the 
men  from  the  service.     The  service  under 
this  bill  was  different  from  that  under  the 
permanent  militia  establishment;  for  whilst 
persons   could  not  enter  into   the  latter, 
without  destruction  to  all  their  domestic 
habits  and   prospects  in  life,  the  service 
under  the  former  would  not  be  attended 
by  that  ruin  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
apprehended.  The  permission  of  insurance 
would  have  the   effect  of    throwing  the 
whole  burthen  of  service  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  by  withdrawing   all  those  whose 
means   enabled   them,    by  insurance,    to 
cover  themselves  from  the  personal  ser- 
vice.    He  was  convinced,  that  insurance 
was  at  complete  variance  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  consent  to  allow  it  under  any  circum- 
stances  to  interfere  with  the  operation  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Davies  GsW^fy  thought  that  the  clause, 
as  worded,  appeared  to  be  too  severe  ; 
because  it  would  seem  that  in  every  in- 
stance the  tine  was  to  be  the  property  of 
the  person  paying  it,  whereas  he  was  of 
opinion  that  parents  should  be  allowed  to 
pay  for  their  sons,  and  masters  for  their 
apprentices  or  servants. 

Mr.  Bahington  did  not  approve  of  per- 
mitting persons  to  insure,  and  thought  10/. 
a  very  proper  sum  to  be  paid  in  the  way 
of  fine.  For  if  the  fine  was  very  low,  and 
insurance  was  permitted,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  every  person  would  insure, 
and  the  fine  would  be  paid  by  the  insu- 
rance offices. 

Lord  H.  Petty  contended,  that  by  insu- 
rance they  who  insured  would  not  do  it  to 
withdraw  themselves  fi*om  the  service 
of  the  country,  but  to  enable  them  to 
meet  ah  option  held  out  to  them  by  the 
legislature.  He  insisted  also  that  it  was 
the  middle  class  qf  industrious  persons  that 
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would  notoBly  go  into  the  comaiitteey  Init 
ultimately  pass  the  bill^ — ^The  house  then 
went  into  the  Gommitlee. 

The  Soiicitor-Gaierai  stated  his  reasons 
for  proposing  certain  new  clauses.  He 
should  suggest  certain  alterations,  both  in 
the  description  of  the  oflence>  and  in  the 
punii^ment  to  be  inflicted,  it  was  a 
crime  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  was, 
no  doubt,  daily  increasing.  He  could 
state,  however,  what  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  I'eal  cause  of  criminals  having  been 
so  often  acquitted  of  the  charge  oif  pri* 
▼ately  stealing.  I^  upon  a  trial,  it  turned 
out  that  an  individual  lost  his  purse  or 
watch,  and  had,  in  the  moment,  perceived 
the  act  committed,  that  circumstance  freed 
the  criminal  from  the  capital  part  of  the 
punishment.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  in- 
dividual robbed  perceived  the  commission 
of  the  fact,  it  being  generally  committed 
by  gangs  of  persons,  who  transferred  the 
property  from  one  to  another,  still  that 
individual  could  not  fix  upon  the  very 
person  whose  hand  took  the  property,  and 
consequently  the  whole  of  the  criminals 
Were  acquitted  of  the  •  capital  part  of  the 
charge.'  This,  he  thought,  accounted 
much  more  naturally  for  the  frequent 
instances  of  impunity  which  had  oc- 
curred. The  offence  was  that  of  feloni- 
ously taking  property  from  the  person  of 
another.  Grand  larcoiy  occurred  where 
property  was  either  taken  from  the  person, 
or  feloniously  from  a  house,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  aggravating  the  offence.  He 
should  propose  to  omit;  in  the  description 
of  the  ofiisnce,  stating  whether  it  was  pri- 
vately or  not,  in  order  to  contra<distin- 
guish  it  from  robbery,  which  was  the  tak- 
ing of  property  with  violence ;  although 
he  thought  it  was  an  ofFeAce  bordering 
upon  it;  as  he  believed,  there  were  persons 
much  disposed  to  use  force  upon  such  oc- 
casions mould  they  meet  with  any  resist- 
ance. He  therefore  thought,  it  was  a 
felony  that  ought  to  be  punished  with 
more  severity  than  mere  simple  larceny, 
and  he  should  propose,  that  a  puni^ment 
somewhat  more  adequate  than  that  stated 
in  the  bill  should  be  substituted ;  leaving 
it  at  the  same  time  in  some  degree  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Judge,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  get  a  punishment  somewhat 
above  that  of  mere  larceny,  and  at  the 
same  time  below  that  o£  a  capital  offence. 
He  should  propose  that  the  highest  punish- 
ment should  be  transportation  for  life,  and 
that  the  lowest  puni^uneat  should  be 


traasponatkm  for  a  fieriod  not  leas  than  7 
years.  At  the  same  time,  it  might  be 
proper  for  the  Jndge  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  make  a  substitution  for  transport- 
ation, namely,  imprisoanient  in  the  house 
of  correction,  far  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  years.  The  learned  gent«  then  con- 
cluded with  proposing  amendments  to  the 
eOect  he  had  sUted. 

Mr«  Wittdham  opposed  the  principle  of 
making  transportation  the  manimni  of  pu- 
nishment for  sQch  uAcnoes  as  had  been 
described.    There  might  very  justly  exist 
doubts  as  to  the  degree  of  criminality  exist- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  ofibnder,  and  cer- 
tainly there  shoald  be  no   unnecessary 
restriction  laid  on»  with  respect  to  the 
equalisation  of  the  punishment  to  the  crime 
itsel£  He  recited  an  instance  of  the  extreme 
severity  of  the  law,  in  sentencing  a  poor 
young  wmnan  to  transportation,  for  havings 
in  a  sort  of  jest,  stolen  one  of  her  compa- 
nion's bonnets,  and  who,  afkw  a  consider- 
able time  passed  in  oaptivi^,  made  her 
escape  vnth  some  other  daring  exiles,  to 
the  port  of  Timor,  in  China,  in  an  open 
boat,  after  a  passage  of  several  thousand 
miles,  through  a  most  stormy  sea,  and  un- 
peralleled  sufiering. 

Mr.  libmet  conmered  reform  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  law,  as  it 
now  stood,  to  the  original  principles  of  its 
institution.  He  quoted  a  passage  from 
Judge  Biackstone  before  alluded  to,  stating 
that  sir  H.  Spelman  had,  above  a  century 
before,  lamented,  that  although  all  things 
had,  since  the  original  foundation  of  our 
law,  on  this  head,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon 
monarchy,  extraordinarily  increased  in 
price,  yet  the  life  of  man  was  dsuly  grow- 
ing chiKqier,  by  permitting  it  to  be  ^feited 
for  the  peculation  of  the  same  sum  for 
which  it  had  been  forfeited  in  the  reign  of 
the  Saxons.  It  should  therefore  be  the 
business  of  the  present  tiows  to  reduce  the 
law  to  its  ancient  state ;  and  if  the  same 
punishments  were  continued,  to  equalise 
them  to  the  crime,  or  in  other  words,  to 
the  value  of  the  goods  thus  stolen.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  clause  as  too 
novel ;  in  fact,  it  vras  much  more  so  than 
the  bill  itself;  though  the  proposition 
came  from  am  hon.  member  ^tfho  was 'the 
more  averse  to  the  bill  ffom  the  considera- 
tion of  its  tendency  to  innovation.  Besides, 
the  clause  had  come  into  the  house  under 
the  most  inauspicious  circumstances,  whilst 
the  bill  was  in  a  committee,  and  without 
any  notice.  These  eircnoiAances  could 
not  escape  the  atteirtion  of  the  boose,  nor 
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he  would  take  care  to  fix  no  censure  on  the 
county  magistrates;  and  there  could  be 
no  censure  greater  than  to  have  justices 
appointed  by  the  crown  sittingalong  with 
them  in  managing  the  county  business. 

Admiral  Harvey  observed  that  some  lo* 
cal  jurisdiction  was  necessary  at  Plymouth 
dock. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
not  object  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill, 
but  hoped  that  neither  he  nor  any  in  the 
house,  would  be  understood  as  pledged 
to  an  approbation  of  it. — Leave  given. 
.  [Irish  Budget.]  The  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committer  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Foster,  after  observing  that  he 
would  detain  the  house  hut  a  very  short 
time,  briefly  stated,  under  the  various 
heads,  the  sums  required  in  Ireland  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1808,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  9,767,550/.  Irish  currency  ; 
remarking  that  this  was  a  very  large  sum 
for  that  country.  To  meet  this  he  enu- 
merated various  items,  viz.  the  Ordinary 
Revenue  4,800,000/. ;  the  loan  contracted 
in  England  for  the  service  of  Irelami, 
2,708,3S2/. ;  thi  loan  to  be  granted  by 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  1,250,000/. ;  the  loan  con- 
tracted in  Ireland,  750,000/.  &c.  making 
together  the  sum  of  ^,767,550/.  Irish  cur- 
rency.— ^With  respect  to  the  loan  contract- 
ed for  in  Ireland,  it  had  been  contracted 
for  in  the  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  aigl 
at  an  interest  not  exceeding  that  on  tS 
loan  raised  in  Great  Britain,  viz.  4/1 14*.  6d. 
per  cent.  The  charges  per  annum  of  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  three 
loans  would  be  as  follows  : 
The  Loan  raised  in  Ireland  .  .  .  .  .£  45,562 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Loan 75,000 

The  Loan  raised  in  England  ....   159,000 

_ 

'  Total  ....  280,462 

In  order  to  raise  this  sum,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  impose  new  Taxes,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
effect  this  not  by  imposing  a  number  of 
small  taxes,  but  rather  to  lay  on  a  large 
tax  at  once,  in  such  a  way  as  would  least 
affect  the  community  in  Ireland.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in 
England,  the  distilleries  evaded  the  malt 
duties  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  distill- 
ing from  raw  corn  ;  he  therefore  propos- 
ed to  extend  to  all  raw  corn  used  in  distil- 
lation, the  duties  at  present  imposed  upon 
malt.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  propose 
an  additional  duty  on  foreign  spirits  im- 
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fc ported  into  Ireland.  These  sums,  toge- 
ther with  the  saving  in  the  management 
of  the  Debt,  would  more  than  cover  the 
Charges  of  the  Interest,  and  Sinking  Fund 
of  the  three  Loans,  viz. : 
Extension  of  the  Malt  Duties  to  raw- 
Corn,  &c jf.333,000 

Duty  on  Foreign  Spirits 22,600 

Savings  in  the  Management  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt 7,500 

ToUl  ....      363,000 

There  were  ceftain  arrangements  de- 

f»endent  on  the  measure  now  before  par- 
iament,  relative  to  the  Distillation  from 
Sugar,  with  which  he  would  not  then  trour 
hie  the  committee. 

GENERAL  RECAPrTULATlOK. 

LOAK  VOR  IS.ILANO. 

Irish  Money.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund, 

2,708,332  borrowed  in  EnglaJid £,  159,90* 

3,000,000  ditto  ih  Ireland 120,562 


4,708,33*    •  ,      Annual  Charge  .£.280,466 

Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  said  Charge, 
Is,  9d.  per  gallon  on  Spirits  home 
^    made  on  6,000,000  gaUons.  £, 500,000 
Deduct  one  tliird  for  Malt 166,666 

-          *  333,334 
Duties  on  Imported  Spirits  400,000  gal- 
lons, at  13rf.  one-thifd  per  galkm 22,500 

Saving  on  Bank  Management 7,500 

.£.363,334 
^  Deduct  charge  as  above  280,466 

Surplus    82,86& 
Charge  on  5th  Jafl«  1808. 

Unfunded  Debt 29,557 

Treasury  Bills 400,000 

Remains  due  to  Inland  Canals 215,484 

Howth  Harbour .........     6,000 

First  Fruits 50,000 

Other  Articles 200,000 


Discharge. 


.£.901,041 


Loan  unapplied 871,999^ 

Balance  in  Exchequer*  Jan.  5,  1808..,..  298,115 

1,170,134 
Deduct  Charge,  as  above 901,041 


Surplus  to  be  carried  to  Ways  and  Means 
for  1808 .£.259,093 


Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  )  ^^j  g^^ 

Quota  of  Expcnce  for  the  )  ^  „«-  t^a 
Year  (5,868,515  Brit.) . .  J  M-^^'^^8 

9,767,55(1 

Annual  Means  for  1808. 
Revenues  and  Extraordinary  Resources  4,800,000 

Loan  raised  in  Ireland 2,000,000 

Great  Britain 2,708,332 

Supplies  as  above 259,093 


i:.  9,767,425 

He  then  moved  a  variety  of  Resolutions, 
correspondent  to  his  statement,  which  were 
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ral  (sir  Arthar  Wellesley)  to  represent 
him  at  hb  hoose,  I  feel  less  reluctant  at 
thus  intruding  on  his  patience,  and  shall 
therefore  proceed,  only  expressing  my 
hope,  that  thai  gallant  officer  may  soon  be 
detached  on  a  more  serious  service;  that 
he  may  soon  be  sent  into  Spain  to  repre- 
sent in  that  country  the  enthusiasm  of 
England  in  her  cause.  In  the  first  place, 
sir,  I  wish  to  correct  an  idea  which  has 
gone  abroad,  that  I  entertained  the  folly, 
the  presumption,  the  ill- judgment,  and  the 
bad  taste  of  wishing  to  teach  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  how  to  conduct  them^ 
selves  in  the  existing  circumstances.  All 
I  desire,  sir,  is  to  win  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  present  situation  of  Spain. 
Having  communicated  the  tenor  of  my 
motion  on  a  former  evening  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  opposite,  and  my  intention  not 
having  been  disapproved  by  my  right  hon. 
friend,  I  own  I  was  surprised  to  find  that 
his  right  hon.  and  learned  colleague  ima- 
gined that  my  motion  would  tend  to  em- 
barrass his  majesty's  government.  After 
the  communication  to  which  1  have  allud- 
ed, I  expected  that  he  would  give  me  ci^- 
dit  for*having  no  such  object  in  view.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  experienced  something 
like  rebuke  firom  my  hon.  friend  near  me 
(Mr.  Whitbread),  who  seemed  to  think 
that  I  was  going  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
which  was  to  save  admuiistration  from  all 
responsibility  on  the  subject.  Now  really, 
sir,  this  was  a  most  unfortunate  outset  on  my 
part.  I  meant  to  do  neither  the  one  thing 
nor  the  other.  And  here  I  must  say,  that  al^ 
though  no  man  living  more  highly  respects 
the  political  probity  and  ability  of  my 
hon.  firiend,  as  well  as  the  estimable  qua- 
lities of  his  private  character,  yet  when 
he  gets  up  to  rebuke  me  for  doing  that 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  my  duty,  1  am 
free  tO:  confess,  while  I  applaud  his  judg- 
ment— hts  understanding — the  deliberation 
with' whicb>  he  decides  on  questions  of  im- 
portance— that  'i£  there  be  any  one  point 
in  his  character  on  which  I  should  not  be 
disposed  to  dwell  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, it  would  be  his  dei^rence  to  the 
opinions  of  othersi  or  his  doubt  with  re- 
spect to  his  own.  I  am  placed,  si<*,  in  this 
dilemma ;  that  while  my  honu  ipiend  ac- 
cuses me  of  a  disposition  tO'Coveradnunis- 
iration,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  chan- 
cellor of  tlie  exchequer  suspects  me  of  an 
intentioo.  to  do  it  all  the  mischief  in  my 
power..  Sir,  I  ma^  be  wrong  ;-  I  am  far 
fi*om  wishiifg  ministers  to  embark  in  any 
rash  and  romantic  enterprise  in  favour  of 


Spain ;  bat,  sir,  if  t)ie  enthusiasm  and  ani- 
mation,  which  now  exists  in  a  part  of 
Spain,  should  spread  over  the  whole  of  that 
country,  I  am  ccmvinced  that  since  the 
first  burst  of  the  French  revolutioD,  there 
never  existed  so  happy  an  opportunity  ibr 
Great  Britain  to  strike  a  bold  stroke  for  the 
rescue  of  the  world.     But,  sir,  it  is  said, 
'  if  vou  do  not  discrust  the  administration, 
why  discuss  this  subject  in  parliament ! '  £»r, 
I  will  tell  you  why.    I  am  disposed  to  trust 
administration.    But  I  wish  to  demand  two 
things :  I  wish  first  to  declare,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  we  must  not  deal  in  dribblets  ; 
we  must  do  much  or  nothing.     Why  do  I 
make  this  declaration  ?  Because  no  ca- 
binet which  has  hitherto  existed  in  this 
country — not  even  excepting  that  with 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  being  connected 
— ^has  pursued  simply  and  plainly  one 
clear  and    distinct  object.      Instead   of 
striking  at  the  core  of  the  evil,  the  admi- 
nistrations of  this  country  have  hitherto 
contented  themselves  with  nibbling  at  the 
rind.    In  this  censure,  I  must  not  include 
an  hon.  friend  near  me,  nor  Mr.  Burke. 
They  would  have  proceeded  directly  and 
completely  to  the  object  which  they  had 
in  view,  or  they  would  not  have  advanced 
to  it  a  step.    But  with  these  exceptions, 
the  ministers  of  England  have  pursued  a 
petty    policy;    they    have  gone    about 
filching  sugar  islands,  and  neglecting  all 
that  was  dignified  and  all  that  was  con- 
sonant to  the  truly  understood  interests  of 
their  country.    I  wish  therefore,  sir,  to  let 
Spain  know,  that  the  conduct  which  we 
have  pursued  we  will  not  persevere  in,  but 
that  we  are  resolved  fairly  and  fully  to 
stand  up  for  the  salvation  of  Europe.    The 
next  demand  I  have  to  make,  sir,  is,  that 
if  a  co*operation  with  Spain  be  expedient, 
it  should  be  an  effectual  co-operation.    I 
repeat,  that  I  am  far  firom  prompting  his 
majesty's  government  to  engage  in  any 
rash  romantic  enterprise;    but,  if  upon 
ascertaining  the  state  of  the  popular  mind 
in  Spain,  they  find  it  is  warmed^  by  a  pa- 
triotic and  enthusiastic  ardour,  then>  sir, 
all  I  ask  is,  that  that  feeling  should  be 
met  here  witb  corresponding  energy  and 
enthusiasm.     Bonaparte  has^  hitherto  run 
a  most  victorious  race^     Hitherto  he  has 
had  to  contend  against  priace»  without 
dignity,  and  ministers  without  wisdomv 
He  has  fought  against  countries  in  which 
-  the  people  nave  been  indifferent  as  to  his 
success  f  he  has  yet  to  learn  what  it  is  to- 
fight  against  a  country  itt  which  the  peo«^ 
pie  are  animated  witb  one  spirit  to  cesi^ 
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over  them,  in  consequence  of  the  short 
period  their  present  charter  has  to  run,  is  a 
most  unwise  proceeding ;  because  it  cannot 
be  forgotten,  that  it  is  not  lon^  ago  since 
their  paper  was  depreciated  m  its  value 
full  10  per  cent.,  and  because  there  is  a 
Report  of  a  committee,  of  this  house,  in 
which  it  is  proved,  that  this  depreciation 
was  the  cause  of  .the  high  rates  of  ex- 
change which,  for  a  few  years,  existed 
between  England  and  Ireland.  He  wished 
therefore  to  see  this  house  keeping  in  its 
own  hands  the  controul  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  gives  it  over  the  Bank ;  and  with 
such  ample  experience  of  the  ill  effects  of 
an  excessive  issue  of  paper,  to  act  with  all 
due  caution  in  acceding  to  the  terms  which 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  bank 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  J.  Newport  inquired  into  the  state  of 
the  Collectors  Balances.  Last  year  they 
had  increased  60,0001.  He  did  not  attach 
blame  to  this  circumstance,  but  he  wished 
to  know  what  prospect  there  was  of  their 
being  reduced. 

Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  every  regula- 
tion on  that  subject  had  been  hitherto  en- 
forced without  effect.  All  possible  steps 
were  now  taking  to  reduce  the  balances, 
and  he  had  great  hopes  that  before  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament  that  object 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  accomplish- 
ed.— ^The  house  having  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  a  committee  on  this  bill. 
On  the  question  for  leaving  the  chair, 

Mr.  Western  objected  io  the  measure,  as 
calculated  to  interfere  without  any  cause, 
with  the  property  of  the  Church,  which 
was  as  well  entitled  to  the  protection , of 
the  law  as  any  other,  and  likely  to  affect 
the  independence  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  to  countenance  unfounded  clamours 
against  beneficed  clergymen. 

Mr.  C  Wynne  supported  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  for  the  resi- 
dent officiating  clergyman.  Residence 
was  the  duty  of  the  Rector,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  parish,  that  the  officiating  cler- 
gyman should  have  a  sufficient  provision 
to  enable  him  to  live  as  a  gentleman.  If 
the  rector  accepted  a  second  benefice,  it 
could  not  be  a  hardship  upon  him  to  make 
a  proper  allowance  to  the  curate,  who  dis- 
charged the  duty  in  the  parish  in  which 
he  did  not  reside. 
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Mr.  Creevey  considered  the  bill  a  direct 
violation    of  property,  which   had    ever 
been  respected.     The  stipend  of  a  curate 
had,  about  twelve  years  since,  been  fixed 
at  75/.  per  ann.     This  should  be  the  mo- 
del of  any  change  which'  might  hereafter 
become  necessary.      In  the   present  in- 
stance, he  saw  no  reason  for  this  dangerous 
encroachment  on  property.    The  stipend 
of  200/.  would  often  be  the  greatest  injus- 
tice to  the  clergy,  who  were  the  original 
proprietors,  and  sometimes  it  woula  be 
found  to  excedd  the  trouble  of  the  situa- 
tion.    To  attack  the  vital  principles  of 
property,  in  this  way,  was  to  imitate  the 
worst  acts  of  the  worst  period   of  the 
French  Revolution.    But  why  should  this 
system  of  robbery  be^directed  only  against 
rectorial  property  ?    If  it  were  necessary 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, why  not  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the 
bishops,  deans,  and  chapters  ?      It  was  a 
petty   fear  of  offending  them ;  and   the 
bill  only  armed  them  with  fresh  power, 
while  it  injured  the  rectors,  who  could  have 
no  security  for  their  property,  whilst  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  bishop  to  take  any, 
part  of  his  property  lie  should  think  fit. 
Such  an  act  of  legislation  must  tend  to 
breed  feuds  and  animosities  amongst  the 
different  ranks  of  the  clergy,  and  eventu- 
ally injure  the  church  establishment  and 
the  cause  of  religion.     For  what  good  was 
the   bill   enacted  ?    Who    requested    it  ? 
Cambridge  university  was  hostile  to  it  he 
knew.     It  was  the  child  of  the  chancellor 
of  the    exchequer,  who  had  published  a 
pamphlet  in  its  support.     Oxford  univer- 
sity and  the  clergy  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobation  of  the  bill  by 
petitions  to  parliament ;  and  not  one  city 
or  County  had  ci^pressed  a  hope  that  it 
would  be  adopted.      But  the  right  hon. 
gent,  derived  his  support  from  a  set  of  men 
hostile  to  the  church  establishment — the 
members  of  the  Foreign  Bible   Society, 
the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice, 
and  those  dealers  in  Missionaries  who  had 
nearly  overturned  the  power  of  Britain  by 
their  late  conduct  in  India.     To  these  he 
was  decidedly  averse;  bat  as  the  bill  was 
almost  idcntiiied  with  the  present  bishop  of 
London,  he  had  to  apprise  the  house  that 
he  had  given  of  late  great  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness to  the  true  friends  of  the  church,  and 
in  particular  by  a  late  gift  of  a  benefice, 
to  a  missionary  of  Bussora,  who  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  whom  it  would  even 
be  necessary  to  qualify  for  his  situation  by 
a  form  of  that  house.    This  had  placed 
3H 
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power  wUchy  wittdicr  profesiiig  insidioai 
peace  or  declariBg  open  war,  is  the  cob* 
mgn  enemy  of  all  nalioiif^  whaterer  may 
be  the  existing  political  relaiiofis  oi  tioi 
nation  with  (jreat  Brilaiji,  becomes  instant^ 
If  oor  essential  ally.     La  that  ercnt  his 


majesty 'sminifters  wi  II  have  three  obi|cts  in 

iniM  ef- 


The  first,  to  direct  the  anii 
iorta  of  the  two  coontries  against  the  com- 
mon foe ;  the  second,  to  direct  those 
efforts  in  a  way  wluch  shall  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  new  ally ;  the  thud,  to  direct 
them  in  a  manner  condnciTe  to  pecoliarly 
British  interests.  Bat»  sir,  of  those  objects^ 
the  last  will  be  out  of  the  qoestion  ascent 
pared  with  the  other  two.  Ibese  are  the 
seotiments  with  which  his  m^esty's  go- 
Terameni  are  inspired.  To  the  measorcs 
which  these  sentiments  may  dictate,  they 
confidently  look  for  the  support  of  parlia- 
ment and  of  tlie  country.  It  cannot,  sir, 
be  expected  that  I  shoiild  say  whether  we 
think  the  crisis  arrired,  or  whether  we  an- 
ticipate it<i  speedy  approach,  when  the  sen- 
timents which  1  have  described  most  be 
called  into  action.  It  is  sufficient  that  I 
have  stated  what  we  feel,  and  what  we 
intend.  For  the  reasons,  sir,  wbich  I  hare 
before  mentioned,  I  am  compelled  to  dis- 
sent from  my  right  hon.  friead's  motimi. 

Mr.  Ponsanby  perfectly  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  the  ofa|ections  he  had 
made  to  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
and  early  foresaw  those  objections.  He 
fthovght  there  was  mocb  of  the  informa- 
tion sought  for  that  they  could  not  grant; 
and  of  Ine  little  tfae^"  had,  perhaps  none 
that  it  would  be  pradent  to  communicate. 
In  such  circumstances,  neither  he,  nor  any 
man  as  i^orant  upon  the  subject  as  lie 
acknowledged  himself  to  be,  could  attempt 
to  advife  his  majesty's  ministers  what 
course  to  pursue,  when  their  conrse  was 
nltifflafcely  to  be  regulated  by  that  infor- 
mation of  )R4iich  thev  were  excluslFely 
possessed.  He  therefore  coald  not  divine 
the  object  of  the  raoticn  of  has  xif^t  hon. 
firiend.  He  denied,  for  himself,  that  it 
would  operate  upon  him  as  a  pledge  of 
his  future  opinions  upon  the  conduct  of 
his  majestjr's  ministers  in  this  important 
crisis  ;  as,  until  he  had  witnessed  it,  be 
could  not  possibly  judge  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
bad  deroted  the  greater  part  of  thf>  pirnr. 
dinm  of  hts  speech  upon  him 
should  be  allowed  to  say  a  rer 
In  the  iirst  place,  his  right  h 
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theresponsibilily  ofactii^in  the  present 
instance,  and  not  willing  to  ahaie  in  that 
responsibility.     He  had  not  aqweasod  nay 
soch  sentiment:  but  thoogh  his  right  hoo. 
friend  had  done  so  mnch  jnstioe  to  his  pri- 
Taie  probiiy,  he  had  accused  him  of  per- 
tinacity.    'He  shonld  certainly,    in  the 
present  instance,  so  for   adhere  to   this 
pertinacity,  that,  as  he  had  nnifonnly  ar- 
raigned the  measures  of  the.  presesit  admi> 
nistration  since  they  came  into  office,  -as 
he  had  uniformly  distrusted  and  donbted 
them,  he  should  not  now  begin  to  give 
them  gratuitonsl^  his  confidence  npon  a 
great  and  most  mipottant  crisis.    At  the 
same  tame,  he  was  positively  againat  giving 
the  iafonnataon  reqnifed.     He  had  been 
often  reproved  as  a  man  too  prompt  in 
calling  for  information  :  in  the  present 
case,  he  knew  how  to  draw  the  line.     It 
was,  however,  a  tppic  of  national  fi»eling ; 
and  he  was  well  aware,  when  his  right  hon. 
friend,  like  another  Timothens,  seixed  the 
golden  lyre,  what  an  enthusiasm  he  would 
excite :  but  he  doubted  very  much  if  such 
enthusiasm  might  not  be  productive  of 
more  harm    than  good,  if  prematurely 
called  IVnlh  before  the  brave  Spaniards 
were  furnished  w^ith  means  of  resisting 
their  formidable  foe.    When  he  heard  so 
moch  said,  in  the  uanaltone,  of  Boonapaite^ 
calling  him  the  merciless  despot,  severe 
tyrant,  plnnderer,  conMnon  enemy  of  man- 
kind, he  wished  from  his  heart  that  Eng- 
land oonld  come  into  the  cause  with  dean 
hands.     He  ccmmented  uf  on  the  third 
object  of  this  country,  in  case  of  a  co- 
opemtion  with  %>aHu  and  wished  it  had 
been  altogether  omitted  ;  it  was  the  nar- 
Mw  policy  of  subjecting  the  interests  of 
the  great  cause  in  which  they  were  en* 
gaged  to  the  minor  concerns  of  British 
objects,  British  views,  and  British  infeerests 
exchisivQly. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  rose  to  explain 
a  misconception  which  the  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  feel,  as  to  what  he  had  stated 
respecting  the  objects  to  be  prosecuted  in 
the  contest.  He  had  mentioned  British 
objects  on  that  ooeasion,  for  the  purpose 
only  of  disclaiming  them,  as  any  part  of 
the  considerations  which  inflaenced  his 
majesty's  government.  In  this  contest  in 
whidi  Spain  was  embarked,  no  interest 
could  be  ?• '*'  BiitUi  i^  %aniQb  sac* 
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given  the  right  hon.  gent,  the  opportunity 
of  making  this  explanaticxn. 

Mr.  Jwmdkam,  though  there  were  many 
important  topics  belonging  to  this  que84| 
tion,  and  arising  out  ol*  the  discussion  as  far 
as  it  had  hitherto  gone>  did  not  mean  to 
ofier  any  observation  upon  them.  He  had 
then  risen  only  to  touch  upon  one  or  two 
particulars,  which  were  more  personal 
than  any  genei*al  reference  to  the  general 
situation  of  the  country ;  the  one  that  it 
might  not  be  misunderstood,  and  the  other 
to  rectify  a  mitstake  that  might  prevail 
respecting  it.  And  here  he  must  observe 
the  gloomy  prospect  held  up  at  the  onset 
by  we  bad  specimena  of  candour,  open- 
ness, and  ingenuousness,  with  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  endeavoured  to  con* 
strue  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  right 
hon.  Ariend,  aspledjging  the  whole  of  those 
who  acted  with  him  to  a  general  support 
of  the  measures  of  administration.  [A 
cry  of  No,  irom  the  treasury  bench.]  If 
not  to  their  other  measures,  to  those  at 
least  which  might  be  connected  with  the 
object  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  in 
view.  He  had  felt  it  necessary  on  his 
part  to  disclaim  being  included  in  any  such 
pledfi^e,  and  he  hoped  this  construction  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  was  not  a  specimen  of 
the  openness  which  the  house  was  to  ex- 
pect in  the  progress  of  this  transaction. 
The  points  upon  which  he  wished  to  touch 
were,  first,  the  advice  which  had  been 
given  by  his  right  hon.  friend  to  ministers, 
either  to  do  a  great  deal,  or  to  do  nothing 
in  this  case.  If  his  right  hon.  friend  meant 
by  doing  a  great  deal,  to  send  a  large 
force  to  the  assistance  of  Spain,  he  feared 
that  we  should  not  l)e  able  to  do  that. 
But  it  was  not  thence  to  be  concluded  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done.  Though  we  could 
not  assist  them  in  the  highest  degree,  it 
did  not  follow  that  we  might  not  do  what 
would  be  extremely  serviceable  to  them. 
The  part  of  his  right  hon.  friend's  senti- 
ments in  which  he  completely  concurred, 
was  that  in  which  he  recommended  not 
to  adopt  Uie  conduct  that  had  been  pur- 
sued in  former  wars  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  revolution.  It  was  his 
decided  opinion,  that  we  should  not  mix 
litthr  British  interests  with  this  important 
qamlt0O»  He  was  happy  to  agree  with 
UMMM^^A.  friend  on  this  point ;  though 
Vili^r  ir  with  him  as  to  the 
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general  censure  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  passed  upon  the  conduct  of  all  late 
administrations.  He  was  ready  to  admit 
that  this  censure  was  just  in  general,  but 
he  denied  that  it  would  apply  to  the  last  * 
administration,  of  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  member.  He  defied  any  gen« 
tleman  to  prove  one  instance  in  which  it 
would  apply.  If  they  could  not  show  any 
such  instance,  they  should  receive  his 
statement  with  more  temper.  He  dtd  not 
claim  any  praise  for  that  administration, 
because  it  bad  not  an  opportunity  of  in-  « 
curring  the  censure.  He  was  anxious  to 
urge  as  strongly  as  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
propriety  of  encouraging  hopes  for  the  re* 
storation  of  Europe,^  in  that  way  alone  in 
which  they  were  likely  to  be  realised.  H« 
had  oSita  been  reproached  for  enthusiasm> 
on  this  subject ;  but  he  trusted  he  should 
not  be  readily  reproached  again,  inasmuch 
as  his  impressions,  though  Tate,  had  been 
adopted.  It  seemed  now  to  be  admitted, 
that  the  only  way  of  overturning  revolu- 
tionary despotism,  was  by.  aiding  the  in- 
ternal means  of  a  country  with  external 
co-operation..  Now,  there  was  nothing 
external  but  England  ;  it  was  Buonaparte 
and  France  every  where  beside,  and  those 
wh*o  would  not  take  to  the  pinnace  or  the 
long-boat  in  the  late  storm,  were  now  , 
glad  to  catch  at  any  broken  oar,  or  frag- 
ment of  a  plank.  When  Europe  was  un- 
subdued; when  Austria  was  entire ;  when 
Prussia  was  a  formidable  military  power  ; 
when  Italy  was  not  yet  parcelled  out; 
and  Spain  itself  was  whole  ;  the  internal 
state  of  la  Vendee  held  out  the  fairest 
hope  of  aiTesting  the  progress  of  the  revo- 
lution. What  then  had  been  neglected, 
was  now  looked  up  to  with  sanguine  ex- 
pectation; and  the  only  hope  now  was, 
that  this  insurrection  in  Spain,  might  prove 
a  la  Vendee.  Here  he  should  "recur  to 
the  expectation,  or  rather  deprecation  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  that  we  should  mix 
no  little  interests  in  the  contest,  but  con- 
duct it  on  the  principles  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  in  his  second  speech.  We 
should  remember  how  great  an  arrear  we 
had  to  settle,  how  much  Spain  had  to  for^ 
get  in  consequence  of  the  outrage  which 
she  sustained  in  the  capture  of  her  frigates. 
Were  they  prepared  to  restore  them,  .and 
prove  to  Spain  the  disinterestedness  with 
which  ii«e  were  to  embark  in  her  cause  } 
As  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of 
bringing  this  motion  forward  at  this  time, 
he  owneid  he  did  not  agree  with  the  sen- 
timents of  his   right  hon.  friend.     Ha 
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thoaght  tbat  a  demoottradati  of  the  di^m- 
(iiioa  to  protBMe  the  caase  of  Spain  made 
to  that  boiue,  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
Spaniib  nation,  migbt  be  producti< 
ad*aotage.  But  thou^  be  felt  thi^  im- 
preisioD,  it  wa*  stitt  la  be  apprehended, 
that  socb  a  demooitration  might  bare  the 
eSccf  of  influencing  the  SpaniiJi  nation  to 
it*  ruin.  Ue  had  no  abjection  hotrcTer, 
lo  the  exprescion  of  a  dtipoution  on  the 
part  crf'tbe  country,  to  rapport  all  rational 
inea«nrei  thai  might  be  necesory  to  aid 
the  efi(Ml*  of  tbe  Spanish  people. 

Lord  Caulcreagk  obwrrcd,  that  enough 
had  been  said  as  to  the  diacoMion  of  the 
motion,  in  what  bad  fallen  from  tbe  right 
hon.  cent,  who  brought  it  fonvard,  and 
from  nis  right  boa.  friend  ^o  followed 
him  ;  yet  certain  topics  bad  been  touched 
upon  by  other  ffentlemea  in  tbe  course 
of  the  debate,  which  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  him  lo  pass  them  over  without  ob- 
servation. Uodoublcdly,  a  difierence  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of 
bringing  tbrward  tbe  motioa  i  but  of  this 
he  was  convinced,  tbat  in  the  view  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  bad  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, no  mischief  could  posaibly  arise  from 
the  discussion.  He  did  not  press  any  pro- 
position upon  his  majesty's  ministers 
which  required  stay  improper  disclosure. 
It  had  been  brought  forward  by  a  right 
boo.  genu,  who,  on  all  occaaions  of  diiE- 
cuky,inevery  crisis  of  the  country,  waving 
all  political  hostility,  had  nnifbrmly  come 
fonvard  in  support  of  the  country.  The 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  were,  unquestion- 
ably, not  pledged  by  tbe  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  tbat  right  hoiL  gent,  to  a  gene- 
nl  support  of  govern  Blent.  It  was  not  an 
irrational  pledge  of  that  description  to 
which  bis  right  hon.  friend  had  adverted, 
and,  if  tbe  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
were  not  disposed  to  concur  in  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  that  right  hon.  gent.,  if 
they  felt  not  a  disposition  to  assist  the 
Spanish  nation  on  this  opening  for  resist- 
ance to  the  tyranny  of  France,  they  cer- 
tainly we"-  =•  lih^rlu  In  nnruiP  what  nafu- 
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gHtf.  who  spoke  lart  in  the  latter  pAit  of 
bis  ^>eech,  in  bringing  forward  some  topics 
between  the  two  naiiiMn,  at  a  time  ivbea 
of  hhc  co-opeiation  of  both  was  necessary  for 
the  salvatioti  of  tbe  worid.  k  was  not  a 
course  which  any  tme  patriotism  irooki 
recommend  at  sncb  a  time,  to  remind  that 
nation  that  England  was  the  power  to  op- 
press  it  by  the  plimdcr  of  its  frigates,  and 
tliis,  too,  when  the  ol^cct  of  the  right  boo. 
gent,  was  to  disclaim  any  pledge  to  sup- 
port the  contesL  Hien,  again,  tbe  right 
hoo.  gent,  had  adverted  to  all  tbe  topics 
of  tbe  last  fifteen  years,  and  certainly  it 
was  not  with  a  good  grace  that  sndi  con- 
demnation came  from  that  right  hoO-  genL, 
who  had  been  so  long  dtirii^  that  period 
in  office.  Bnt  no  gentleman  was  more 
ready  lo  condemn  any  principle,  which  he 
might  have  once  entertained ;  and  it  ap- 
peared that  he  was  always  in  oppositioo  to 
all  the  governments  of  which  be  had  beei 
a  member,  though  he  geoerally  remained 
in  oSice  to  the  last.  Surely,  vrhen  the 
right  hon.  gent,  stated,  that  iu>  &itiah  ob- 
jects were  to  be  prosecuted  in  this  coolest, 
he  could  not  mean  to  contend  that  obfecti 
of  British  interest,  which  might  mc  be 
connected  with  Spanish  objects,  sboald  not 
be  attended  to ;  at  any  rate,  it  was  not  for 
that  right  hon.  gent,  to  maintain  sach  a 
doctrine;  be  who  had  sent  out  a  force  to 
Alexandria,  who  had  diverted  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  forces  of  the  empire  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  who  had  evEO  dis- 
patched an  expedition  to  tbe  odier  side  of 
South  America,  for  the  purpose  c^wppott* 
ing  the  cause  of  Europe  by  an  attack 
upon  tbe  back  of  Spanish  America.  It 
was  rather  strange  tbat  the  right  hoB. 
gent,  should  be  so  fond  of  returning  to  the 
charge  of  ship-stealing,  when  he  luid  him- 
self sent  a  fleet  to  Constantinople,  not  to 
support  the  Russians,  but  to  bring  away 
the  Turkish  fleet,  whilst  tbe  troops  which 
were  necessary  for  the  success  of  the  ex- 
pedition had  been  sent,  not  to  Constanti- 
nople, but  Alexandria.     That  right  bon. 
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ject  which  they  had  in  view.  As  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  the  extent  of  the 
assistance  to  be  afibrded,  he  was  aware  of 
the  justice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had  brought  forward 
the  motion,  and  if  the  occasion  should 
arise,  he  could  assure  that  right  hon.  gent., 
the  country  was  in  a  situation  to  alfbrd 
effectual  assistance.  When  he  considered 
the  contrast  between  the  patriotic  senti- 
ments of  that  right  hon.  gent,  and  the 
language  of  those  around  him,  who  were 
disposed  to  throw  worse  than  cold  water 
upon  the  hopes  of  the  retrieval  of  Europe, 
he  was  sorry  to  see  him  sit  amongst  them, 
but  he  was  confident  that  the  country 
would  do  justice  to  that  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

Earl  Tetnple  regretted  that  the  discussion 
had  takeii  place,  and  was  sorry  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  question  had  been 
discussed^  However  important  the  lesson 
of  his  noble  friend  as  to  recrimination,  and 
the  consistency  of  remaining  in  a  govern- 
ment with  which  he  difiered,  he  must  re- 
gret that  the  people  of  Spain,  who  looked 
to  this  country  for  support,  should  find 
that  this  question  had  been  made  a  ground 
of  recrimination  by  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  He  hoped  that  the 
principle  stated  by  his  right  hon.  fi'iend, 
of  considering  any  power  that  should  be 
at  war  with  France  as  in  alliance  with  us, 
would  not  be  a.cted  upon  to  the  full  ex- 
tent. He  thought  that,  they  should  not  be 
considered  as  oul*  allies  any  longer  than 
whilst  they  would  fight  with  us  to  obtain 
a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  again  explained. 
He  had  been  misunderstood  by  his  noble 
friend,  if  he  had  supposed  him  to  have 
stated  ihe  principle  to  that  extent.  He 
had  intended  expressly  to  say,  that  we 
should  consider  all  powers  embarked  in 
hostility. with  France  as  qur  allies,  engaged 
in  a  common  object  for  the  attainment  of 
a  safe  and  honourable  peace,  and  not  for 
purposes  of  perpetual  war. 

Earl  Temple  was  glad  he  had  given  his 
ri^ht  hon.  friend  an  opportunity  of  making 
this  satisfiaictory  explanation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 

reply.      His  object  was  to  awaken  the 

country  to  the  opportunity  which,  if  the 

information  from  Spain  was  true,  might 

]ei|d  to  the  irescue  of  Europe,  and  to  the 

"i»)«ase  of  oppressed   countries  from  the 

'-»  of  a  ruthless  conqueror.     He  had, 

r^  DO  objection  to  withdraw  his  mo- 

^c^  that  much  benefit  muft 


^ 


accrue  even  from  the  present  discussion.-* 
The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

[Vote  of  Credit.]  On  the  motion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  stated  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  Vote  of  Credit,  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  was  2,500,000/. ;  but  as 
3(X),000/.  the  amount  of  the  Sicilian  sub- 
sidy, which  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  that 
vote,  had  since  been  granted  to  his  majesty 
by  parliament,  he  proposed  to  vote  only 
2,200,000/.  The  following  sums  were 
then  voted :  Vote  of  Credit  for  Great  Bri- 
tain 2,200,000/ :  Vote  of  Credit  for  Ire- 
land 500,000/ :  Board  of  First  Fruits  in  Ire- 
land 10,000/:  Charge  of  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land 6,000/:  Protestant  Dissenting  Minis- 
ters 9,159/.  49. . 

[Foreign  Property  in  the  Funds.]  Tlit 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  house 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means, 

Mr.  Bcmkea  moved,  "  That  the  'account 
of  the  amount  of  all  exemptions  granted 
to  foreigners,  in  respect  of  the  duty  on  di- 
vidends in  the  Various  funds  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  on  the  dividends  of  the  East 
India  and  South  Sea  Companies,  under  the 
property  tax,  in  the  year  ending  5th  April 
1807,  be  referred  to.the  said  committee.^' 
Mr.  Magens  opposed  .the  measure  in 
contemplation,  as  contrary  to  our  estab- 
lished policy.  He  was  persuaded  that  if 
the  property  of  foreigners  was  to  be  sub- 
jected to  this  tax,  it  would  prove  extremely 
injurious  to  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  Sharp  was  sorry  that  the  subject 
had  been  mentioned  at  all.  '  The  sum  Was 
extremely  small,  but  the  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple woij^d  be  great.  No  advantage  could 
be  derived  from  such  a  measure  as  this, 
that  would  be  at  all  equal  to  the  injury 
which  it  would  produce. 

Sir  T.  Twrton  said  that  the  income  tax 
was  in  its  operation  altogether  unjust  and 
oppressive;  but  there  was  no  part  of  it 
more  unjust  than  this  exemption.  It  was 
fair,  reasonable  and  proper,  that  foreigners 
who  had  property  in  the  funds  should 
equally  with  the  subjects  of  this  country 
pay  for  the  security  of  that  property.  > 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  think  the  measure 
unjust ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  thought 
that  it  was  impolitic  to  press  it  at  present. 
Lojrd  H.  Petty  observed  that  the  tax  in 
question  was  not  a  property  tax,  but  one 
on  the  profits  derived  fi'om  property.  It 
would  nave  been  impossible  to  have  got 
3M 
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altheprofitiof  ^ri^neT*,till  tbeamn^- I  ncMore  pcopa«d,  aad  hmkc  capecnDv 
mem  witfa  ihe  bank  for  detaimn:;  the  las  '  aftn^tbe  heaiiatini;  negaiiF*  sivra  b*  it  br 
■pod  the  diTidends.  Bat  it  wa«  Dot  Ihe  '  lbcr«bt  ba«.  geot.  •rtaahadjaaMl  dowii, 
inlemion  of  that  amrti^enicnt  to  inclwle  and  wbote  ipeeeh  ma  km  cdc«bted  t« 
fijret)^  propertv.  He  natnuined  tbit  :  mM  coaSdesce  to  fewigiieiB  who  crtber 
we  bad  no  nghi  to  meddle  with  it ;  aod  it' ;  had  embarked  or  mighi  enthufc  their  capi- 
«e  bad,  it  wuuM  mA  be  expedient.  !  lal  on  the  credit  of  this  umMiv.     There 

Mr-  Baxka  denied  that  there  coal4  be  ■  ira5  a  plain  and  familiar  diMinctMO  irlndl 
■By  injiutire  in  ihii  aMawre,  a<  ibe  Mate  '  had  not  been  noticed,  b«t  whTcfa  yet  ap- 
had  certain  If  an  efninmt  dominirm  oTer  [  plied,  in  hii  opinim,  botb  totfae  jastfce 
the  property,  and  the  otmont  that  fb-  I  and, policy  of  the  ctae.  The  ftNcigner 
Rtgner*  coald  expect  wa*,  to  be  placed  on  j  wbo  rc»i.|ed  here,  or  who  purcb— ed  tapd 
the  tame  footing  with  the  nali*e«  of  this  ;  in  this  coqntrv,  became,  in  commaa  vrilh 
CMUitry.  He  averted  that  the  exemption  I  all  Briti-tb  (ubject*,  a  pvtner  hi  the  gene' 
originated,    and    had    been    continued,   in  !  ral  rinks  of  the   date:   but  the -foreiimpr 


prejndice  and  deliuion.  i-'otei^nen  placed 
their  money  in  onrfimdt  for  their  o«n  ad- 
vaotage,  from  the  mperior  secnrity  and 
prolil  which  they  afiiirded.  There  was  no 
r«i«oa  why  tbey  sboold  not  pay  for  this. 
Tliey  were  generally  aliens ;  and  tboagh 
tliii  country  owed  them  jnstice,  tbey  were 
entitled  ID  no  farour  from  it 

Mr.  fViiuiham  thought,  that  good  policy 
was  in  faroar  of  the  exemption,  a.i  the  ad- 
vantage we  derived  from  foreign  prop<Tty, 
a*  it  stood  at  present,  was  greater  iban  any 
we  could  have  from  the  tas  imp»>ed  on  all 
that  would  then  remain. 
'  llie  Chancdlor  tf  the  Etchequn  said, 
IbU  he  had  attended  much  lo  this  sabject, 
tnd  felt  moch  embarraMraent  how  to 
giv*  his  vote.  If  he  voted  against  the 
motion  at  present,  he  confessed  that  he 
■hould  do  M  from  a  deference  to  character, 
and  lo  what  bad  been  done  before,  con- 
trary to  the  inclination  of  his  own  opinion. 
He  took  a  review  of  the  arguments  on 
thi<i  snbject,  and  observed  that  he  did  not 
K*  any  reason  in  point  of  justice  that 
would  exempt  foreigners  more  than  the 
people  of  this  couniry.  But  there  were 
considerations  of  policy  that  appeared  to 
htm  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  alter  the 

J!%itm  at  the  present  moment,  though  he 
id  not  conceive   that  the  imposition  of 
the  t»x  would  withdraw  any  material  por- 
(iun  of  this  pronertv  from  ourfandi.     But 
the  princi[>a 
oppose  the  n 
that  it  might 
by  persdadin 
'  suicn  against 
cueded. 

the  debate,  h 
■  would  not  be 
again  for  d>'' 
by  more  » 
to  expre 


ral  rii>ks  of  the  state;  but  the  foreigner 
who  redded  abroad  and  tent  his  capital 
hither  was  a  mere  nmoey  lender,  and  cook) 
not  be  considered  as  a  partner.  Tbe 
former  we  could  jastly  ml^ect  lo  his  pro- 
portion of  die  cost  of'^  tbe  common  wecm- 
rity ;  but  we  could  not,  with  eqml  pro- 
priety, say  to  the  latter,  "  We  bave  had 
a  bad  year,  our  a^irs  are  not  provperom, 
artd  we  ranst,  therefore,  deduct  a  part  of 
the  inlMvst  which  we  contracted  to  pay 
npon  the  money  yon  lent  to  na-"  Wc 
might  say,  indwd,  if  it  dionM  soit  as  lo 
say  so,  "  yonr  money  is  a  bnrthea  to  m ; 
we  do  not  want  it,  yon  have  forcvd  il  upon 
us  again «t  our  inclinations;  take  it  away,  or 
we  will  reduce  tx  withhold  the  coitomary 
interest;"  but  we  could  not  in  jostict, 
without '  any  snch  notice,  surprize  tbe  lo- 
reign  money  lender  by  a  tax.  The  same 
distinction  applied  to  tbe  policy  of  the 
case ;  those  embarked  in  the  snme  risk 
with  us  had  not  the  power,  even  if  tbey 
had  the  wish,  to  wisbdraw  themselves,  and 
we  were  sure  of  their  co-operation  by  iIm 
durable  tie  of  a  common  interest,  it 
might  happen  that,  in  order  i 
our  independence  against  the  great 
pressor  of  Europe,  we  might  finuit  neces- 
sary to  sacrifice  not  merely  a  tenth,  hut  a 
3uaner  or  even  a  moiety  of  our  income  ia 
leform-of  a  property  tax  ;  and  while  tbe 
ch  a  tax  gene- 
1  all  that  were 
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eluded  frotn  the  directitm  of  tbe  bank 
iginal  charter,  were  not  eligi- 


relatively  to  our  character  as  a  commer- 
cial country,  and  not  merely  as  it  would 
atiect  US  under  a  temporary  flux  of  capi- 
tal finding  its  way  into  the  fundi,  the  con- 
sequence of  a  casual  and  lamentable  in- 
terruption of  our  foreign  commerce.  The 
great  advantages  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  were  to  be  derived  from  a 
capital  thus  obtained  in  the  support  of  our 
funds  and  the  encouragement  of  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  our  national  industry- 
were,  in  hia  mind,  to«  obvious  and  con- 
siderable to  be  treated  with  indifierence. 
He  gave,  therefore,  to  the  proposition  of 
the  h on.- gent,  in  this  first  and  preparatory 
stage  of  it,  an  opposition,  not  grounded  on 
a  regard  to  times  and  circumstances,  but 
most  decisive  and  unqualified. — The  mo- 
tion was  then  put,  and  negatived. 

HOi;SE    OP    LOBDS. 

Thurtday,  June  1 6. 
[Bank  of  Ibelahd.]  Lord  Grenville  ad- 
verted to  the  bill  then  before  the  house  for 
renewing  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
Jaiul,  aiideiipressed  hissurprise  that  the  for- 
mer charter  of  the  bank  had  not  been  laid 
before  the  house.  He  would,  huvtever, 
shortly  proceed  (o  slate  the  grounds  of  his 
intendeo  motion.     At  the  time  of  granting 

.  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Irefand,  in 
17ti3,  the  penal  laws  against  the  catholics, 
th^  horrid  code  which  all  men  nuy  joined 
in  condemning,  had  been  h'appily  repeal- 
ed.    There  rumained,  however,  aisqualifi- 

'  cations  which  prevented  catholics  from 
holding  any  oSice  either  in  the  stale  or 
in  corporations.  In  the  year  1793  the 
greater  pari  of  these  disqualitications  were 
repealed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
oQices,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  gene- 
rally, ofijces  in  tbe  state,  and  alto  in  lay 
corporations.  They  wei'e  allowed  to  be 
colonels  of  regiments,  governors  of  for- 
tresses, and  to  rise  to  eminent  stations 
in  all  the  professions.  The  question  here 
was,  whether,  in  allowing  them  to  huld 


ble  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  ITM. 
in  consequence  of  the  word  charter  not 
being  mentioiMd  in.  that  act.  Other 
men  of  eminence  in  the  law  were  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  that  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  admit  catholics  was  evident, 
aod  that  they  were  eligible  under  that  ac^ 
the  omission  of  the  word  '  charter,'  being 
of  no  consequence.  This  doubt  was  not 
remedied  in  the  bill  before  tbe  house,  it 
being  there  left  as  it  was.  That  house 
had  the  superior  advantage  of  calling  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  and  be  thought 
this  was  a  case  in  which  that  opinioa 
ought  to  be  called  for.  A  doubt  existed 
as  to  tbe  law :  and  what  was  the  proper 
course  to  take  to  solve  that  doubt,  but  t« 
put  a  question  to  his  majesty's  Judges  i 
This  was  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  anticipate  any  argument  that 
could  be  urged  against  it.  If  it  was  said, 
it  was  of  no  importance,  &  question  must 
surely  be  cimsidered  of  importance  whick 
related  to  the  privileges  of  four  millions 
□fhis  majesty's  subjects.  If  it  was  said, 
there  was  no  doubt,  the  doubt  was  acknow- 
ledged in  the  bill  now  before  the  house ; 
and  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  great  im- 
portance that  it  should  be  set  at  rest,  par- 
ticularly when  it  was  considered  that  this 
bill  was  to  continue  for  3t  years.  His 
lordship  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  a 
question  to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion  as 
to  the  point,  whether  under  the  operation 
of  the  art  of  1793,  combined  with  other 
acts,  and  the  Bank  Charter  act,  Roman- 
catholics  were  eligible  to  hold  and  exer* 
cise  the  office  of  governor  or  director  of 
the  bank  of  Irc^d. 

Lord  HoMike^my  thought  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  as  that  advised  by  the  noble 
baton  wholly  unprecedented,  or  at  least 
highly  incoiiiisteiit  with  the  usual  practice 
of  Ibe  bouse.  The  bill  before  their  tord- 
^ips  was  strictly  and  directly  a  financial 
(1  on  such  measures  were  it 
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caw  into  a  coart  of  law,  or  lo  take  the  j  Intfcad  of  the  pbin  and 
opioiondftbe  Irish  jndeex  upon  it  in  tbe 
exchequer  coon ;  or  if  their  deciiion  did 
not  taiitfy  him,  to  brin^  hii  fa»«  before 
that  bouM  by  writ  of  error.  Then  would 
be  the  moinent  to  discuu  and  decide  the 
point  of  law,  and  not  on  the  present  occa- 
■ion.  Oiberwife  it  woald  be  prcjndgiRg 
the  (nie«tion,  now  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges  upon  it.  Besides,  were  the 
Judge*  to  lay  the  catholics  were  eligible, 
woald  the  houjw  immediately  proceed  lo 
alter  the  law  ;  Was  that  ihe  object  which 
the  motion  of  the  noble  baron  had  nlti- 
mately  in  view  }  If  so.  he  dkl  not  imagine 
the  house  was  prepared  to  go  that  length. 
For  his  part,  he  hall  often  Mated  what  were 
bis  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  claims 
of  the  catholics,  and  he  would  now  again 
repeat  them.  His  opinion  and  determina- 
tion  was,  to  make  bis  stand  at  the  act  of 
anion ;  to  maintain  the  laws  as  they  sbxid 
at  that  period  ;  to  abide  by  the  conce«- 
aioDs  that  had  been  made  up  to  that  pe- 
riod ;  but  not  to  accede  to  any  other  that 
had  since  been  called  for.  Concession,  in 
his  opinion,  had  gone  as  far  as  was  compa- 
tible with  the  security  of  the  constitution 
in  church  and  state  ;  and  nothing  should 
bring  him  to  endanger  that  security,  by 
yielding  to  the  further  claims  of  the  ca- 
tholics. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  contended  that  the 
noble  secretary  was  doing  that  which  hi 
self  was  reprobating  m  others 


;  forb( 


ultimately  deciding  on  ll 
claims  of  the  catliolics.     If  the  Judges  di 
cided  that  the  catholics  were  eligible,  he 
would  move  that  the  law  be  altered  or    ' 
subject,  if  his  noble  friend  who  made 
motion  should  not  think  proper  to  do 
The  Earl  of  Lmtdcrdalt  thoaght  it  i 
extraordinary  that  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  should  wish  to  keep  the  house  in  ' 
norancc,  as  to  what  was  the  law.     It 
said  of  catholic  priests,  that  Uiey  wished 
to  keep  their  flocks  in  ignorance,  and 
v^pt  them  even  from  reading  holy  v 
and  it  might  almost  be  supposed  that  the 
Doble  loj'd,  in  wishing  to  keep  the  house 
in  ignorance,  really  cherished  an 
upon  the  same  principles.     Thosi 
lords,  however,  who  saw  the  greater 
in  oOices  being  held  by  catholic 
surely  concur  in  endeavouring  to  at 
the  law  upon  this  subject,  as,  i' 
lies  were  eligible  to  the  directim 
Bank,  the  greatest  danger  to  the  st 
ill  the  opinion  of  those  noble  loti 


I90* 
r«y   rf 

ascertaining  the  law  proposed  by  ais  no- 
ble firicnd,  the  noble  tecretaiy  of  atiUe  had 
recomnKuded  a  Uw-&oit ;  firat,  there  was 
to  be  all  the  beat  and  animoeity  altendaot 
I  a  contested  electioa,  where  otbolic 
protestant  were  directly  opposed  to 
each  other ;  then  a  snit  in  a  cooit  at  law  ; 
then  an  appeal  to  the  excheijiier  chamber  ; 
and  lastly,  an  appeal  to  that  boose,  «rhcn 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges  might  be  had  ; 
and  thus  there  war  to  be  a  tedious  litiga- 
tion, for  the  parpose  of  arriving  at  tbc 
very  point  now  proposed  by  bia    ttoble 

The  Lord  Chams^or  could  not  agree  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  tbe  Judges  nnlesa  it  was 
proposed  to  legislate  upon  that  opinion. 
It  was,  besides,  a  matter  of  great  doabt 
with  him,  whether,  supposing  inch  a  qoes- 
tion  to  be  put,  tbe  Judges  wonld  not  tell 
their  lordships  that  they  did  not  know 
what  was  meant  by  a  Roman-catholic ; 
they  knew  that  persmu  were  excluded 
from  certain  offices  who  did  tiot  take  cer- 
tain oaths,  and  it  should  not  be  disignised 
from  the  public,  that  this,  afier  all,  was 
the  real  question  in  all  the  discossions  on 
tbe  Catholic  question  ;  namely,  whether 
persons  who  did  not  take  certain  oaths 
should  be  disqualified  from  holding  certain 
offices  ?  Witli  respect  to  this  subject  he 
thouaht  it  right  to  declare  bii  opinim, 
that  It  irould  be  an  event  deeply  cala- 
mitous if  the  protestant  ascendancy  were 
weakened.  He  held  the  opinion  which  had 
been  held  by  Russel,  Soiners,  \arA  Hard- 
wicke,  and  other  eminent  men;  that  tbe 
support  of  the  protestant  cbarch  was  inti- 
mately coimected  with  the  maintenance  of 
oar  civil  and  religious  liberties.  He  would 
not  say,  that  under  no  circumstances 
ought  further  concessions  to  be  made  lo 
the  catholics ;  but  he  couUt  not  foresee 
the  circumstances  in  which  such  conces- 
sions would  be  politic.  It  should  never  be 
forgotten,  in  considering  this  subject,  that 
the  guards  which  were  necessary  to  main- 
tain oar  religious  lit>ertieB  were  not  the 
less  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  civil 
liberties.     He  could  see  no  eround  for  nut- 
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and  when  the^  could  have  been  feirlymet. 
He  thought  It  most  extraordinary  with 
respect  to  this  queelioo,  that  where  the  law 
was  not  understood,  it  should  be  argued 
that  they  ouglit  not  to  adopt  means  tor  the 
purpose  of  understanding  it.     This  obscu- 
rity, which  was  now  to  1^  thrown  into  the 
science  or  legislation,  reminded  him  of  the 
metaphysics  of  Kant,  and  the  poetry  of 
Klopsto'ck ;  of  the  former  it  was  said,  hy 
one  of  his  ardent  admirers,  that  he  wrote 
most  sublimely,  that  he  had  written  whi 
no  man  erer  understood,  and  what  he  hin 
self  did  not  understand.  Klopslock  wrob 
when  young,  a  poem  entitled  Creation,  i 
which  were  some  sublime  passages,  and 
some   rather    obscure  ;    two  students  at 
Leipsic,  meeting  with  one  of  these  obscure 
passages,  which  they   could  not  under- 
stand, at  length  agreed  to  ask  Klopstock 
himself  for  an  explanation  ;  they  met  him 
at  Hamburgh,  and  asked  the  question:  his 
reply  was.,    '  I  dare  say  what  I    w 
was  very  good,  and  very  snblime  ;  I  < 
say  I  meant  something,   but  I  confess  1 
cannot  now  telt  what  I  did   mean.'     A 
similar  obscurity  was,  it  seemed,  to  be 
thrown  over  the  point  which  it  was  now 
sought  to  explain. 

Lord  Hanrm^  opposed  pnUinfr  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Judges,  on  the  ^und  that  no 
practical  good  could  be  derived  from  it 

EnrI  ^Mnnrthoughtthat  in  this  instance 
there  was  clearly  a  doubt,  and  that  the 
only  way  of  getting  rid  of  it  was  to  have 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges. 

Lord  lUulgraoe  saw  no  ground  for  put- 
ting the  question,  unless  the  house  should 
Ereyiously  determine  to  found  on  it  some 
igislatiTe  proceeding, 
l^e  Earl  of  Roulyn  [bought  it  essen- 
tially desirable,  that  where  doubts  existed 
as  to  the  construction  of  laws  about  to  be 
continued,  those  doubts  should  be  removed. 
No  person  could  argue  against  the  removal 
of  me  doubts  existing  in  the  case  before 
their  lordships,  but  those  who  thought  it 
matter  of  perfect  indiffi:rence  whether 
-catholics  should  or  should  not  be  directors 
of  the  bank  of  Ireland.  To  those  who 
were  advene  to  the  admission  of  catholics 


notwithstanding  the  ingenuity  of  the.noble 
.  lords  who  had  opposed  the  proposition, 
they  had  fiuled  in  their  reasoning.  The 
iirguments  against  it  had,  indeed,  afnonn ted 
to  ail  that  could  have  been  expected 
against  so  clear  and  obvious  a  proposition; 
namely,  nothing  at  all.  He  was  now  to 
learn,  for  ttie  nrat  time,  that  they  were 
fii-st  to  decide  what  should  be  law,  and. 
then  to  ask  the  Judges  what  was  the  law  ; 
Ihey  were  first  to  enact,  and  then  to  aak 
for  explanation.  Tie  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  said,  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
any  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  this  was 
most  extraordinary  ;  they  had  heard  in 
the  course  of  the  week  ot  a  want  of  com- 
munication amongst  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  here  it  appeared,  that  a  clause 
had  been  expressly  inserted  in  the  bill  in 
consequence  of  this  doubt,  which  stated 
the  doubt,  and  the  introduction  of  which 
had  been  assented  to  by  one  of  the  col- 
leagues of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and 
yet  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  never 
heard  of  any  dodit  upon  the  subject !  It 
seemed,  however,  that  instead  of  now  as< 
certaining  what  the  law  was,  the  parties 
interested  in  that  explanation  were  to  have 
a  beautiful  law-suit  and  a  delicious  doubt ; 
they  were  to  go  into  a  court  of  law,  and 
then  they  were  to  appeal  to  that  bouse, 
where  there  were  already  upwards  of  orte 
hundred  appeals  undecided,  and  then  to 
wait  till  this  question  could  be  decided, 
when  it  might  now  be  explained  without 
any  litigation  !  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  talked  of  disguising  the  questioK 
respecting  the  catholics  ;  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  catholics  were  ex- 
cluded because  they  would  not  take  cer- 
tain oaths  i  but  in  this  case,  it  was  the 
catholics  alcHie  who  were  excluded,  and 
the  exclusion  did  not  apply  to  any  other 
persons.  His  lordship  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  contended,  that  the  casemight  be 
decided  in  due  course  of  law,  and  that  the 
Judges  might  give  their  opinion  upon  that 
case  when  brought  before  the  house,  and 
if  it  should  be  thought  adviseable  at  a  future 
period  to  open  the  direction  of  the  ha.ib  to 
cathotios  it  might  be  done.  With  respect 
to  the  formerpart  of  the  argument,  it  went 
to  encourage  litigation  of  the  most  trou- 
blesome and  vexatious  nature  ;  and  con- 
sidering the  mass  of  appeals  now  helbre 
ights  the  house,  when  could  this  caae  be  de- 
Irish  cided  )  With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  argument  be,  for  one,  was  of  opinion, 
that  when'  this  act  should  have  once 
tbat  I  passed,  no  remedy  cotild  be  applied  to  the 
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evil  io  the  coarse  of  thirty  years,  ibr  which 
the  charter  was  granted.  On  all  these 
grounds,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
a  qoestion  onght  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Judges  respecting  the  law  of  the  case. 

ifhe  house  then  divided  upon  lord  Gren- 
Tille's  motion : 

Contents   -     16;   Proxies  17 — 53 
Not-coQtents  42  ;    Proxies  52 — d*t 

Ms^rity    -    — 61 


HOUSE  OF  C03TMONS. 


Thursday,  June  16. 

[FiNAVCE  Committee.]  Mr.  Wkitbrtad 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question 
to  an  hen.  gent  in  his  eye,  the  answer  to 
which  appeared  to  him  necessary  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  As  the  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was  desirable 
to  ascertain^  whether  or  not  the  house  and 
the  country  were  to  expect  a  report  from 
the  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  that 
hon.  gent,  so  worthily  presided.  Rumours 
were  afloat,  that  a  Report  of  a  very  import- 
ant nature  had  been  decided  upon  in  the 
committee.  He  was  siire  that  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  take  it  ill  to  be  thus  ques- 
tioned on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bankes,  while  he  allowed  Uiat  the 
Question  put  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  per- 
^tly  fair  one,  declared  that  really  he 
hardly  knew  bow  to  answer  it.  He  eould  I 
only  say,  that  for  his  own  part,  nothing  | 
had  been  wanting  to  enable  the  committee ' 
to  lay  before  the  house  their  report.  Du- 
ring liie  present  session  almost  every  hour 
wl^ich  was  not  occupied  by  his  duty  in 
the  house  had  been  devoted  to  his  duty 
above  stairs.  So  far  back  as.  before  the 
Easter  recess,  he  had  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee the  materials  of  a  report  which  was 
complete  as  far  as  it  related  to  himself  to 
mal^  it  so.  Unfortunately,  a  con8iders\)>le 
diilerence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  that  report,  and 
the  discussions  upon  it  had  proceeded  to  a 
much  greater  length  than  could  have  been 
expected  or  foreseen.  Those  discussions 
^ill  continued.  He  could  only  repeat, 
that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  his  part 
to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  termination ; 
that  in  his  opinion  the  report  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  house  to-morrow ;  and 
that  he  should  very  much  lament  that  the 
circumstances  which  he  had  mentioned 
should  operate  to  delay  the  presentation  of 
it  beyond  the  present  seuion. 

Mr.  WMdntad  thar'  i^ent. 

for  his  caiulid  explan'  ned 


die  slightest  intention  to  impute  an^  blame 
to  a  gentleman,  who,  by  the  -anxiety 
which  he  uniformly  manifested  for  the 
public  service,  was  entitled  to  the  complete 
confidence  of  the  boose  and  of  the  coun- 
try.— Mr.  Whitbread  was  proceeding  to 
express  the  regret  which  he  felt  at  learning 
the  probability  that  no  report  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  would  be  presented  da- 
ring the  present  session,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  obsenred, 
that  there  was  no  question  before  the 
house. 

[Commutation  of  Ttthbs  m  Irblamd.] 
Mr.  ilf.  Fit^erald,  (knight  of  Kerry)  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  disclaimed  all  idea 
of  any  wish  to  embarrass  goyemmeDt.     In 
at  all  touching  on  this  subject,  he  was  anxi- 
ous chiefly  for  two  things ;  first,  that  minis- 
ters should  not  suppose,  from  the  paucity  of 
petitions,  that  the  question  was' not  one  of 
very  general  interest  in  Ireland,  or  which 
they  were  on  that  account  entitled  to  un- 
dervalue;   secondly,  he  was  anxioos  to 
prevent  the  people  of  Ireland  iirom  feeKng 
any  thing  like  d  istrust  in  those  who  were  to 
bring  forward  these  petitions.   He  felt  him- 
self bound  torefote  the  calumnies  whickhad 
been  propagated,  allegingthat  the  distur- 
bances in  his  county  had  been  occasioned 
by  the  meeting  to  consider  of  the  petitioa 
in  question.     It  might  be  sufficient,  in 
answefi'to  this  calumny,  to  state,  that  these 
disturbances  .had  existed  for  years  before, 
and  that,  alter  the  meeting  to  consider  of 
the  Commutation  of  Tythes,    they  had 
abated  rather  than  increased.     The  same 
he  could  also  state  as  to  other  petitions. 
Another  stigma  attempted  to  be  fixed  on 
the  favourers  of  this  measure  was,  that  an 
improper  advantage  was  sought  to  be  got 
for  the  land  owners,  at  the  expence  of  ths 
church.     For  his  part,  he  disclaimed  every 
idea  of  the  kind.    He  wished  that  the 
church  and  clergy  should  have  their  rights 
preserved  entire ;    but  that  the    present 
mode  of  levying  the  tythes  should  be 
commuted  for  one  more  equal  and  lest 
burthensome.    This  was  no  catholic  ques- 
tion ;  it  did  not  partake  of  a  rel||^as  feel- 
ing; it  w^  supported  by  the  county  of 
Armagh,  than  which  no  counlgr^-bAland 
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committee  at  present.  He  left  it  with  mi- 
niatera,  asaaring  them  that  the  commutB' 
tion  of  tythes  was  necessary,  and  that  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  seuion  of  parliament,  in 
bringing  it  fonvard.  He  then  moved,  that 
the  petition  from  the  county  of  Kerry  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

The  Chancellor  <^  the  Exeheqtar  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  aflbnled  him  by 
the  right  Hon.  gent.'s  motion,  distinctly  to 
(late  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government  seriously  to  consider 
this  business,  of  the  importance  of  which 
they  were  completely  convinced.  He  had 
already  paid  considerable  attention  to  it 
himself,  out  he  regretted  to  observe,  that 
the  fiirther  ha  went  into  the  examination, 
the  mure  arduous  did  the  task  appear,  and 
that  the  undertaking  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  the  evil,  appeared  to  be  beset  with  diffi- 
culties almost  insurmountable.  He  re- 
peated, however,  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  remove  them. 

Mr.  Paraell  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  sentiments  which  the  house  had  just 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Poiaonby  considered  this  to  be  a 
question  of  importance  to  the  well-being 
of  Ireland.  Any  new  mode  of  levying  the 
tidies  did,  indeed,  present  numberless  ob- 
stacles: he  hoped,  however,  they  were 
not  insurmountable,  but  such  as  might  be 
overcome  to  the  satisfaction lof  all  paities 
by  time  and  patience.  He  reposed  all  con- 
fidence in  government  that  every  means 
would  be  adopted  to  accomplish  this  ob- 
ject. 

General  Mtuhea  stated ,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  Petition  on  the  subject  from  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  bot  that  after  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  faon.  gent,  he 
should  refrain  from  presenting  it. 

Sir  G.  Hill  was  anxious  to  know  whe- 
ther or  not  his  majesty's  government  in- 
tended to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
commutation  of  tithes  in  England  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.  He  deprecated  any  inter- 
ference on  this  point  m  the  one  country 
which  did  not  extend  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Herberi  recommended,  in  stronR 
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and  in  a  manner  less  repugnant  to  their 
feelings. 

Mr.  Dnrlm  was  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  this  was  an  easy  subject.  In  that  part 
of  England,  where  for  many  years  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  hia  pro- 
fessional duties,  the  adjustment  of  tithes 
had  ever  betn  attended  with  more  com- 
plication and  difficulty  than  any  other 
matter  which  had  fallen  under  his  notice; 
and  he  had  just  been  told  by  an  hon.  friend 
near  him,  that  in  the  county  of  Devon  a 
very  vigorous  attempt  which  had  been 
made  to  arrange  the  curamutatiou  of  tithes 
had  been  abandoned,  on  the  experience 
of  the  impossibility  of  success. 

Mr.  Sheridan  trusted  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  would  not  relax  in  their  petitions 
to  parliament  on  this  -subject,  fully  con- 
vinced as  he  was  that  whatever  might  be 
said  by  his  majesty's  government,  it  was 
to  parliament  alone  that  eventually  they 
must  look  for  redress.  He  completely 
differed  from  the  hon.  and  learned  gent. 
who  had  just  spoken,  with'  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  difficulties  by  which  this 
subject  was  surrounded.  In  his  opinion 
they  were  difficulties  which  a  little  atten- 
tion might  obviate.  In  cases  of  ioclosure 
they  were  obviated  at  present,  and  he 
could  not  conceive  why  the  principles 
which  applied  to  inclosures  might  not  be 
generally  diifused  over  the  whole  system 
of  the  country.  While  he  was  on  his  legs 
he  would  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  ni 
which  hi  was  more  personally  concerned. 
At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  parlia-. 
ment,  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  ttvo 
bills,  which  as  they  were  now  legislative 
acts,  he  would  not  characterise  in  ths 
terms  of  abhorrence  which  justly  belonged 
to  them,  he  had  given  a  solemn  notice  of 
his  intention  early  in  the  present  session 
of  parliament,  to  move  for  a  committee  to 
examine  the  general  stale  of  Ireland.  On 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  however,  Ite 
had  been  induced  by  the  recommend  at  ion 
of  those  to  wliose  arlvice  he  must  ever 
listen  with  deference  on  al!  subjects,  and 
more  especially  on  every  thing  which  re- 
lated to  Ireland,  to  postpone  his  motion 
until  after  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic 
Petition;  a  discussion,  the  good  effects  of 
which  on  the  general  feeling  of  the  house 
and  of  the  countr/,  were  very  plainly  dis- 
cernible. Since  that  discussion  he  had 
been  induced  still  further  to  delay  his  mo- 
tion  by  various  motives,  of  whicn  the  ap- 
proadiing  consideration  of  the  subject  im< 
mediately  before  tha  house,  was  one  of  the 
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most  weighty ;  and  as  that  had  been  post- 
poned until  so  late  a  period,  he  should 
abandon  all  intention  ot  bringing  forward 
his  motion  daring  the  present  session^ 

Mr.  Ponsanby  thanked  his  right  hon. 
friend  for  bis  condescension ;  stating  that 
he  had  made  the  application,  from  an  nn- 
wiUingness  again  so  suddenly  to  agitate 
a  question  which,  so  far  from  tranquillizing 
the  people  of  Ireland,  must  have  had  a 
.contrary  efiect. 

Mr.  Hose,  Mr.  BasUrd,  sir  W.  Elford, 
and  Mr.  Lockhart,  each  said  a  few  words; 
after  which,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ■obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

[Expiring  Laws  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moyed  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill  for  remedying  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  expiration  of  certain 
laws. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objected  to  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair.  Why  did  not  ministers 
prevent  those  inconveniences  which  they 
now  called  upon  parliament  to  remedy  ? 
It  was  in  their  power  to  have  prevented 
the  evil,  and  why  had  they  not  done  so  ? 
,Tbey  knew  what  laws  were  about  to  ex- 
pire, and  why  had  they  not  provided  in 
due  time  ?  It  appeared  to  be  a  bill  which 
might  be  well  entitled,  '  A  bill  for  the 
better  encouraging  the  laziness,  indolence 
and  neglect  of  his  majesty's  ministers.'  It 
was  too  uniformly  assumed  that  the  bill 
would  pass.  The  act  which  was  to  be  con- 
tinued might  have  expired  before  the  bill 
for  reviving  it  had  passed,  and  thus  the  of- 
fence proscribed  against  cease  to  be  crimi- 
nal, or  on  the  other  hand,  what  was  infinite- 
ly more  serious,  that  which  had  ceased  to  be 
criminal,  might,  by  a  sort  of  latent  revival, 
become  suddenly  penal,  and  thus  a  man 
might  inadvertently  be  guilty  of  a  crime, 
ana  hanged  in  a  parenthesis.  He  thought 
the  bill  replete  with  absurdities,  and  no 
consideration  would  incline  him  to  yield 
to  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  unless  it  was  that  of  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  high  authority  and  parlia- 
mentary experience  In  the  committee. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Erc^^^uer  contend- 
ed, that  this  measure  was  not  a  violation 
of  the  usages  of  parliament  for  centuries ; 
because  the  session  of  parliament,  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  usage,  was  considered 
but  as  one  day.  It  was  only  a  few  years 
ago  that  an  act  was  passed  to  provide  that 
acts  of  parliament  were  to  have  efiect  from 
the  day  of  passing ;  whereas,  antecedently, 
all  acts  had  reference  to  the  first  day  of 


the  session  in  which  they  were  passed. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think  that 
it  WIS  the  duty  of  ministers  to  attend  to 
the  acts  that  were  likely  to  expire,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  at  the  commencement  of 
every  session  to  inquire  what  bills  were 
likely  to  expire,  and  if  any  neglect  tcK>k 
place,  it  was  the  act  of  the  house.  But 
in  the  view  taken  by  the  right  bon.  gent, 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  this  bill 
was  not  to  have  efiect  by  imposing  penal- 
ties, confiscations,  or  forfeitures;  it  was 
only  to  continue  authorities  to  maintain 
jurisdictions,  until  the  enactment  of  the 
continuing  bill.  Therefore  the  execution 
in  the  parenthesis  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  could  not  take  place  onder  thii 
bill.  It  would  do  much  good,  and  could 
do  no  injury. 

Mr.  PonMonhy  thanked  the  right  hon. 
gent,  for  having  attended  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  him  respecting  the  inexpediency 
of  continuing  penalties  by  this  bill,  when 
he  had  first  mentioned  the  subject,  The 
objections  of  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
have  been  unanswerable  against  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  pro- 
viso introduced  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
for  excepting  penalties.  But^  certainly, 
the  introduction  of  that  proviso  removed  s 
great  part  of  tliese  objections  ;  and,  with 
this  proviso,  he  thought  that  the  bill  might 
be  productive  of  benefit  in  certain  cases. 
— The  house  then  went  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Sheridan  renewed  his  objections  to 
the  principle,  and  thought  it  was  an  ad- 
mission of  the  indolence  of  his  majesty's 
ministers. — ^The  bill  then  passed  through 
the  committee. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 


Friday,  June  17. 

[Droits  of  Admiralty.]  The  Earl  of 
S^ffblk  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion 
relative  to  the  Droits  of  Admiralty.  He 
observed,  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
troubling  their  lordsfiips  in  regard  to  any 
subject  which  he  might  think  proper  to 
pfesent  to  their  attention.  Previous  to  the 
present,  he  had  taken  several  opportunities 
of  making  inquiries  relative  to  the  aj^ro* 
priation  of  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  the 
amount  of  which  now  in  the  hapdlij^  the 

crown  was  certainly  g?reat«r^|h|li|Mik^|i|^ 
been  at  any  former 
important,  thatf 
should  know 
the  p — 
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and  accruing  from  the  seizure  of  the  Dan- 
ish property.     Count  Stahremberg,  before 
his  departure,  had   said,  that .  unless  the 
Danish    property    was  restored,  he  had 
authority'  from  his  court  to   say  that  no 
peace  on  the  part  of  Europe  could  pos- 
sibly take  place  with  this  country.     No 
reflection  could  be  more  melancholy  than 
the  event  of  this  transaction  ;  it  had  dis- 
graced the  English  character  in  the  eyes 
of  the  continent ;  and  when  he  recollected 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  respect 
to  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  it 
impressed  upon  his  mind  how  much  more 
beneficial  it  might  have  been  for  the;  suc- 
cess of  our  warfare  with  France,  and  our 
situation  in  respect  to  .the  Spanish  fleet 
at  Cadiz,  if  our  behaviour  at  that  time  had 
been  more  honourable.     Before  that  pe- 
riod, the^name  of  an  Englishman  was  a 
passport  through  every  province  of  that 
kingdom,  but  afterwards    our  character 
sunk,  and  became   almost  despised.     In- 
deed, if  the  crown,  w^ithout  any  inquiry 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  was  permitted 
to  devote  this  money,  particularly  such  an 
enormous  ^ura,  toils  own  purposes,  he  con- 
ceived it  possible  for  an  administration  to 
commence  and  protract  a  war  for  the  ob- 
ject of  plunder  which   might  be  gained 
from   the  enemy  in   this  way.     On  this 
ground    the  public    anxiety    was  justly 
raised,  and  they  had  a  right  to  consider 
this  question  of  the  greatest  importance. 
In  the  present  rei^n  we  might  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend,  but  still  it  was  extra- 
ordinary, that  no   answer  had « been  re- 
turned to  the  frequent  inquiries  made  res- 
pecting the  appropriation  of  this  money. 
During    the    reign  of  that  unprincipled 
monarch,   Charles  II.  whose  being  pen- 
sioned by  the  French  king,  justly  entitled 
him  to  be  called  an  unprincipled  monarch, 
such  sums  of  money  might  have  been  dis- 
posed of  in  the  most  unconstitutional  man- 
ner.    The  American  war  produced  to  the 
crown  a  vast  accession  of  this  property, 
but  he  believed  only  a  certain  portion  was 
applied  to.  its  own  use.     Perhaps  the  an- 
swer returned  by  the  noble  secretary  op- 
.  posite  would.be,  that  the  amount  of  the 
'  property  taken  from  the  Danes  was  not 
yetascertained,  but  he  thought  the  amount 
must  have   been  known,  by  its  having 
been  estimated  at  a  million  and  a  half 
However^  Ae  public  anxiety  had  been  a 
~^-'-^  §lP»midL  for    his  troubling  the 
^litfyOopasion,  and  theoefore  h^ 
u-^Vrnt  certain  papery,  rela- 
of  thft  property  taken 


from  the  Danes,  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table.'* 

Lord  jFffl«?A:«&M7y  observed,  that  whatever 
information  the  noble  earl  might  have  re- 
ceived about  the  amount,  it  could  only 
proceed  frqm  speculation,  no  returns  hav- 
ing yet  been  made,  as  the  sales"  of  the 
property  had  not  been  effected.  But 
whenever  the  returns  could  be  made,  and 
they  came  regularly  before  the  house,  he 
would  then  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject. 
Lord  Holland  thought  the  question  of 
the  greatest  importance  ;  the  more  pecu- 
liarly so,  since  the  practice  had  prevailed 
for  these  forty  years  past,  of  seizing  upon 
foreign  property  before  the  declaration  of 
hostilities.  The  Droits  of  Admiralty  had 
increased  to  an  enormous  extent ;  and 
yet,  in  arranging  the  Civil  List  revenue, 
no  regard  had  been  paid  to  them?  and  we 
had  been  called  upon  no  less  than  five 
times  within  not  a  great  space  of  time  to 
pay  ofl'  the  debts  contracted  on  the  civil 
list,  besides  augmenting  considerably  that 
revenue.  The  question,  therefore,  was 
one  well  worthy  of  their  lordships*  atten- 
tion ;  and  although  he  would  advise  his 
noble  friend  to  withdraw  his  motion  for 
the  present,  yet  he  hoped  he  would  per- 
'severe  in  bringing  it  again  forwai*d  in  a 
future  session. 

The  EaH  of  Suffolk  said,  that  afler  what 
he  had  heard  from  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  and  his  noble  friend,  he  had  no 
objection  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but 
pledged  himself  to  bring  it  forward  again. 
[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Hawkes' 
bury,  on  the  motion  for  their  lordships* 
going  into  a  committee  on  the  Lo<^al  Militia 
bill,  rose  and  stated,  that  the  principle  of 
this  bill  went  not  only  to  provide  for  the 
present  exigency,  but  was  intended  as  a 
great  permanent  measure  of  national  de- 
fence. In  a  new  system  of  this  kind,  it 
was  not  expected  that  it  should  be  devoid 
of  imperfections ;  but  he  thought  the  ge- 
neral policy  of  the  measure  could  not  be 
denied.  It  must  be  confessed,  that  the 
present  situation  of  the  world  was  such  as 
demanded  all  our  exertions  to  place  this 
country  in  a  state  of  defence  which  should 
bid  defiance  to  every  attempt  that  could 
be  made  against  her.  The  volunteer  sys- 
tem was  not  one  which  he*thould  object  to 
as  far  af  it  went,  but  it  was  a  system  which 
could  not  altogether  be  depended  on, 
when  practically  viewed,  because  its  effi- 
cacy rested  entirely  upon  the  spirit  which 
might  prevail  at  the  time,  and  which 
might  dwindle  and  evaporate.  This  con« 
3N' 
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■ideratioo.  thercfora,  wu  urticipated  by 
the  pTMept  bill,  u  it  would  go  to  pro*iae 
s  remedy  for  mch  an  oCGnrrence  ;  besidu, 
thU  force,  be  thoaght,  woald  be  more 
•fficient  than  eren  ihe  volanieera.  He 
bagged  alio  to  infbnn  their  lordship*,  that 
Ihe  preKot  valtmteer  force  wu  fixed  at 
370,000,  of  which  upwards  of  277,000 
ware  efficient  by  the  reUinu.  When, 
therefore,  the  amoimt  of  the  other  forces 
of  tl)e  nattoH  was  considered,  together  with 
the  means  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  present 
bill,  the  country  might  look  with  proud 
confidence  to  measures  which  would  thus 
secure  its  permanent  safety.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  an  armed  peasantry  wonid 
have  been  better  to  have  recourse  to  in 
case  of  an  invasion  ;  but  he  thought,  that 
however  formidable  they  might  be  in  a 
mountainous  country,  they  were  not  so 
well  adapted  for  our  island  as  a  local 
nilitia,  which  was  now  to  be  grafted  on 
the  Tolunteen,  and  intended  not  tmly  to 
supply  their  place,  in  case  of  any  defi- 
ciency arising  from  them,  but  was  to  be 
a  measure  to  be  persevered  in  whether  the 
country  should  be  at  war  or  in  peace,  and 
was  so  calculated  as  to.  he  carried  into 
efiect  without  injury  to  the  civil  employ- 
menU  of  those  to  whose  lot  it  might  fall 
to  give  their  services. 

The  Earl  of  &/;t»-i  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose going  into  the  committee  upon  this 
bill,  for  he  sincerely  concurred  with  the 
noble  secretary  of  slate  in  the  sentiments 
he  had  expreaeed  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure.  He  agreed  that  the 
Measure  should  be  made  s*  ocofM-iuable 
as  possible  with  the  civil  occupations 
of  the  subject :  he  agreed  that,  however 
xealoui  and  acttve  the  volmdeer  forcf 
■night  be,  and  for  which  he  gave  it  am- 
ple credit,  jiet  it  was  not  wholly  to  be 
depended  upcn  ;  be  regretted,  however, 
that  the  laeaiure  was  not  of  greater  extent, 
and  mwe  adapted  to  general  principles. 
After  taking  an  extensive  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent local  forces  of  the  country,  the 
noble  earl  proceeded  to  recom 
cofding  to  bis  own  system,  that 
ballot,  an  enrolment  of  all  the  y 
'  of  the  country,  from  the  age  ot 
should  lake  place  ;  that  there  s 
ther  be  suhstitulion  nor  purehas 
it  should  equally  adiect  every  c 
majesty's  subjects.  He  concl 
declaring  his  intention  to  m 
amendrnentN  in  the  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Buckm^hmt^ire 
naoet  cordially  of  the 


\U)i^~Loeid  MSbia  Kill 


en  the  volnnUcn,  which  meutire  was  well 
suited,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  dsfeisce  of 
the  coontry.  His  loidsfaip  then  said,  that 
he  did  not  wi^  to  ose  hard  worita  towards 
any  foreign  power,  but  he  coold  not  help 
remarking,  that  the  atrocities  of  Buona- 
parte  were  great,  and  that  hewasMdnloosly 
lo  be  watched.  For  although  his  armies 
might  be  driven  out  of  Spam  by  tfa«  eaer- 
gy  of  the  Spaniards,  and  tr^  their  entfan- 
siasm  in  defence  of  their  liberties,  yet  il 
was  not  necessarily  to  foHowr,  that  Franca 
would  cease  to  be  dangerous  to  this  coun- 
try. But  if  he  was  succenfiil  in  crashing 
the  present  ebullitionsoftbeSpaniards/ and 
obtained  postession  of  both  Spain  and 
Portugal,  be  would  bd  tmly  dangvreua  to 
this  counn^  ;  as  he  Could  with  more  faci- 
lity from  thoK  countries  attack  os  on  the 
side  of  Ireland.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
ministers  would  seriously  weigh  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  be  prepared  fta-  xhr  event, 
and  coold  not  refrain  irom  cKpreasinv  hii 
anxious  wish  (hat  something  shoald  be 
done,  by  which  they  couM  «btain  the 
militia  of  Irdand  for  the  defence  of  this 

Krt  of  the  united  kingdom,  by  giriiif 
:land  an  equivalent  detenco  in  retnn. 
The  Earl  of  Xotra  had  observed  wiA 
regret,  that  Ihe  volunteers  had  been  vn- 
dervalued,  and  that  the^  were  said  to  ba 
badly  disciplined  ;  but  m  that  part  of  the 
island  where  he  had  particular  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  what  the  volunteers  were, 
he  was  so  convinced  of  their  efficiency, 
that  he  would  cheeriullr  bead  them 
against  any 'force  that  could  be  opposed  to 
them  by  invasion.  It  was  trae  that  they 
coald  not  be  espected  lo  be  so  well  disci- 
plined, or  so  good,  as  Veteran  troops  that 
had  been  frequently  in  Hie  field,  bat  there 
was  no  contpBrisofl  to  be  made  between 
them,  and  those  intended  to  be  raised  by 
the  present  bill,  as  he  considered  the 
farmer  infinitely  superior  in  trvery  respect. 
I  A  rumour  had  prevailed  that  altfrongh  the 
volunteers  in  Scotland  might  be  good,  yet 
thosa  in  (be  southern  part  of  the  itUad 
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Bot  mean  to  cast  the  least  raflection  upon 
the  ToluQteelrs. 

Lord  JioUaad  was  not  averae  to  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  bill,  aa  fiur  as  it  proposed  a 
aubatUution  for  the  yolunteers,  which  he 
did  not  approre  of  a^  a  means  of  defence ; 
and  although  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
w^old  not  allow  that  he  meant  it  as  a  sub- 
atitution  for  the  Tolunteers,  yet  the  plan 
as  he  stated  it,  as- well  as  the  nature  or  the 
bill,  went  to  produce  that  efiect.    But  al- 
though he  approved  of  the  principle,  yet 
the  manner  or  carrying  it  on  did  not  meet 
his  approbation ;  for  he  could  have  wished 
it  had  been  assimilated  more  nearly  to  the 
ancient  militia,  or  that  his  right  hon. 
friend's  Training  act  had  been  carried  for- 
ward, which,  although  liable  to  some  ob- 
jections, might  have  been  rendered  far 
more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  the 
country.    Enrolment  was  fJEur  preferable  to 
compulsory  means,  such  as  were  to  be  re* 
'sorted  to  by  the  bill ;  as  it  was  not  to  be 
expected,  that  the  men  procured  by  the 
latter,  would  act  with  such  energy  against 
an  invading  enemy,  when  under  the  con- 
sideration mat  they  were  impelled  to  serve. 
The  noble  lord  said,  he  approved  of  the 
observations  that  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
earl  on  the  cross  bench,  relative  to  Spain 
and  Ireland ;  for  although  a  gleam  of  hope 
held  out  the  idea  that  the  glorious  struggle 
of  the  Spaniards  would  ultimately  prove 
successful  as  to  them,  yet  it  did  not  tollow 
of  consequence  that  France  would  not  still 
be  formidable ;  and  if  she  still  should  re- 
main so,  it  behoved  ministers  to  conciliate 
the  Irish*  without  which,  all  their  schemes 
of  defence  in  this  country  were  illusory. 

Viscount  Sidmomth  supported  the  mea- 
sure, but  did  not  think  with  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Selkirk),  that  an  armed  pea- 
santry constituted  the  best  force  against 
an  enemy;  at  the  same  time  that  he  ap- 
proved of  die  general  principle,  he  thought 
that  all  adults  from  eighteen  to  twenU'-one 
should  serve  without  distinction,  without 
exemption  or  purchase,  and  this  would  in- 
spire them  with  a  military  ardour  and 
spirit:  this  he  thought  would  place  the 
country  out  of  the  reach  of  any  hostile 
attack.  His  lordship  wished  to  see  the 
militia  of  Ireland  so  incorporated  witli  the 
militia  of  England,  that  bothshould  become 
the  actual  militia  of  the  united  kingdom ; 
be  would  take  the  power  of  granting  com- 
jaisaiefia  from  the  lords  lieutenant^  and 
v#t  it  in  the  king;  l&e  the  regular  army, 
4liAmif  of  reserve. 


the  bill  in  general,  but  objected  to  that 
clause  which  subjected  the  Local  Militia 
to  the  mutiny  act.  He  stated  his  intention 
of  proposing  in  the  committee,  an  amend- 
ment to  that  clause,  by  which  it  should  be 
provided,  that  no  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial for  inflicting-  corporal  punishment 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  until  submit- 
ted to  his  majesty,  or  to  the  commander 
in  chief. 

Lord  Mi4graxf€  defended  the  bill  from 
the  attack  of  the  noble  baron,  who  had 
spoke  last  but  two.  With  respect  to  the 
clause  to  which  the  noble  baron  had  ascrib- 
ed such  a  selfish  character*  he  observed 
that  it  merely  went  to  prevent  insurances, 
which  had  ever  been  found  most  mischiev- 
ous to  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  them. 
As  to  what  the  noble  marquis  had  stated 
on  the  operation  of  the  mutiny  bill,  it  must 
be  evident  to  the  house  that  it  vras  indis- 
pensable to  preserve  a  due  subordination : 
if  the  ranks  of  the  Local  Militia  were  filled 
from  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  such  a 
check  would  be  absolutely  necessary ;  if 
they  consisted  in  a  great  measure  of  indi- 
viduals of  a  superior  description,  their  con- 
duct would  be  such  as  to  render  any  exer- 
cise of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  superflu- 
ous. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  adverted  to  what 
had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  insurance, 
and  requested  noble  lords  to  inquire  what 
had  taken  place  in  their  own  femilies  in 
these  cases.  They  would  find  that  fre- 
quently those  of  their  servants  who  had 
not  insured  were  ballotted,  while  those  who 
had  insured,  escaped.  From  this  circuai- 
stance  it  might  fairly  be  inferred,  that  tba 
insurers  had  some  influence  in  the  arifange- 
ment  of  the  business. — ^The  hovse  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee*  The  diffin 
rent  clauses  of  the  bill  underwent  a  discus* 
sioi|«  Eventually  they  were  all  agreed  to, 
and  the  house  having  rcaumedj  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday* 


s& 


qf  Bmkmgfum  supported 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridmf,  June  17. 

[Copt-rightBill.1  Mr.  VilHers  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Copy- right  bill. 

Mr.  4lf^rcromtm  thought  that  time  should 
be  allowed  for  the  due  consideration  of  a 
subject,  in  which  the  interests  of  the  most 
meritorious,  although,  perhaps,  not  the 
most  opulent,  class  of  the  communi^, 
were  so  seriously  concerned. 

Mr.  VilliiTi  saw  no  reason  for  further 
delay,  as  sufficient  time  would  yet  be 
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afforded  for  every  reasonable  purpose. — 
Afler  a  few  words  from  Mr.  C.  Wynne, 
the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Wednesday. 

[Naval  Asyluo^.]  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  house  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved.  That 
the  several  estimates,  on  the  table  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee ;  and, 
amongst  others,  that  for  ah  additional 
grant  towards  carrying  on  the  building  of 
the  Naval  Asylum  at  Greenwich. 

Sir  C.  Pole  opposed  the  *grant ;  for 
which,  he  said,  the  trustees  ought  not  to 
have  applied  to  parliament  while  they  had 
in  their  hands  a  sum  of  50,000/.  towards 
carrying  on  the  purposes  of  that  institu- 
tion, no  account  of  the  application  of 
which  was  laid  before  the  house,  nor  the 
interest  of  that  sum,  which  ouzht  ^Iso  to 
be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  esta- 
blishment. Fie  said,  that  a  great  waste  of 
the  public  money  already  granted  had 
been  committed,  in  paying  a  large  salary 
and  allowances  to  an  useless  and  unne- 
cessary officer ;  namely,-  the  Auditor ;  and 
expended  in  building  for  him -a  house, 
with  extensive  gardens  and  offices.  There 
^asno  such  officer  in  the  Military  Asylum, 
arid  he  thought  this  a  wasteful  profusion 
of  public  money  ;  and  towards  a  clergy- 
man, too,  who  possessed  two  valuable 
livings  in  Ireland,  upon  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  reside,  and  which,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  act  lately  passed  in  that  house,  he 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  do.  He  objected 
also  to  the  employment  of  a  surgeon  with 
a  large  salary,  house,  and  offices,  who 
never  had  been  in  the  navy  ;  because  he 
thought,  that  all  officers  of  a  naval  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  naval  men,  and  that  this 
institution,  by  employing  men  wholly  un- 
connected with  the  navy,  was  ratlier  a 
discouragement  to  the  navy  than  other' 
wise. 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  hon.  baronet  could  expect  that  a 
sum  of  50,000/.  which  was  the  donation  of 
private  persons,  and  given  expressly  on 
the  condition  of  providing  for  such  chil- 
dren of  seamen  as  they  should  recommend, 
was  to  be  applied  in  the  tirst  instance 
for  the  quite  different  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  building  now  adopted  by  his  ma- 
jesty, and  sanctioned  by  parliament.  He 
was  ready  to  give  the  hon.  admiral  credit 
for  the  friendship  he  had  always  professed 
-  towards  the  navy  ;  but  was  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  recoi^cile  that  profession  with  the 


hon.  admirara  opposition  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  building  of  ah  Institution, 
where  1000  children,  the  orphans  of  sea- 
men, were  to  be  provided  for,  and  which 
must  actually  be  stopt,  if  the  means  were 
not  immediately  granted  for  continuing 
the   business  of  architecture ;    and   this 
merely  because  two  gentlemen  were  em- 
ployed as  officers  in  the  Institotion,  who 
were  not  actually  naval  men.     He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this-  perse- 
vering opposition  from  the  hon.  admiral, 
who,  while  he  professed  a  zeal  for  the  in- 
terests of  officers  in  the  navy,  was  actually, 
in  eiiect,  endeavouring  to  impede  objects 
most  interesting  to  the  feelings  of  those 
officers.    There  was  a  school  instituted  at 
Greenwich  Hospital,  designed  originally 
for  the  sons  of  naval  officers,  to  the  number 
of  200.    That  school  was  now  full,   but 
not  entirely  with  the  children  of  officers, 
of  whom  there  were  but  73,  the  rest  being 
the  sons  of  common  seamen ;  and  for  want 
of  room  the  son  of  an  admiral  was  now 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with  one 
of  those  common  boys.    It  was  designed 
to  remove  from  the  school  to  the  A^lom  af i 
the  children  of  common  seamen,  so  as  to 
leave  the  Institution  free  for  the  full  num- 
ber of  officers'  children ;  and  yet  to  this 
intention,  the  hon.  admiral  was,  in  effect, 
offering  every  opposition  in   his  power. 
As  to  the  gentleman  wiio  filled  the  office 
of  Auditor,  he  was  not  employed  by  the 
present  commissioners ;  they  fonnd  him  in 
the  employment,  while  under  priyate  di- 
rection, and  they  thought  it  no^  right  to 
discontinue  him.     But  he  begged  leave  to 
say,  there  was  an  officer  in  the  Military 
Asylum  to  execute  the  same  duties,  but  he 
was  under  the  denomination  of  Treasurer. 
The  Auditor  was  personally  quite  a  stran- 
ger to  him,  except  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  he  had  himself  <  inspected  the  house 
and  garden  allotted,  and  thought  them  by 
no  means  unreasonable  for  the  person  who 
filled  the  situation.     But  as  to  his  livings 
in  Ireland,  ^nd  his  own  residence  there,  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question,  so 
long  as  he  was  obliged,  by  the  stlrict  rules 
of  the  Asylum,  to  he  constantly  resident 
there,  or  resign  his  situation. 

The  house  then  resoUred  into  the  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moving  for  the  «)mi  ^»S$fiM. 
for  the -Asylum,  ;  ^U^'jii^y^^- 

Sir  a  Pole  said»  \ 
persevering  were^^ 
actuated  him  with 
Hospital  ;  p*^"^* 
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relatively  to  our  character  as  a  commer- 
cial country,  and  not  merely  as  it  would 
afiect  us  under  a  temporary  flux  of  capi- 
tal finding  4ts  way  into  the  funds,  the  con- 
sequence- of  a  casual  and  lamentable  in- 
terruption of  our  foreign  commerce.  The 
great  adyantages  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  were  to  be  derived  from  a 
capital  thus  obtained  in  the  support  of  our 
&nds  and  the  encouragement  of  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  our  national  industry* 
were,  in  his  mind,  too  obvious  and  con- 
siderable to  be  treated  with  indifierence. 
He  gave,  therefore,  to  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.^gent.  in  this  first  and  preparatory 
stage  of  it,  an  opposition,  not  grounded  on 
a  regard  to  times  and  circumstances,  but 
most  decisive  and  unqualified. — -The  mo- 
tion was  then  put,  and  negatived. 


HOirSE   OF    LORDS. 


Thursday,  June  1 6. 

[Bank  of  Ireland.]  Lord  Grcnville  ad- 
verted to  the  bill  then  before  the  house  for 
renewing  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
laad,.atid  expressed  hissurprise  that  the  for- 
mer charter  of  the  bank  had  not  been  laid 
before  the  house.  He  would,  however, 
shortly  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  his 
intended  motion.  At  the  time  of  granting 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  in 
1783,  the  penal  laws  against  the  catholics, 
that  horrid  code  which  all  men  noyir  joined 
in  condemning,  had  been  happily  repeal- 
ed. There  remained,  however,  aisqualifi- 
cations  which  prevented  catholics  from 
holding  any  office  either  in  the  state  or 
in  corporations.  In  the  year  1793  the 
greater  part  of  these  disqualifications  were 
repealed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
offices,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  gene^- 
rally,  ofiices  in  the  state,  and  also  in  lay ' 
corporations.  They  wej*e  allowed  to  be 
colonels  of  regiments,  governors  of  for- 
tresses, and  to  rise  to  eminent  stations 
in  all  the  precessions.  The  question  here 
was,  whether,  in  allowing  them  to  hold 
any  of  these  important  offices,  it  was  in- 
tended tQ  exclude  them  from  the  office  of 
governor  or  director  of  the  bank  of  Ireland. 
.There  was  a  contrariety  of  opinion  amongst 
men  eminent  in  the  law  upon  this  subject, 
and  thus  a  considerable  doubt  had  arisen. 
By  the  act  of  1793,  Roman-catholics  were 
allowed  to  hold  the  offices  mentioned, 
notwithstanding  any  statute  or  bye-law; 
^e  word  charter  was  not  mentioned,  and 
^fcom  this  omiteion  it  was  argaed  by  some 
ttiiinent  men>^  that  oaiholics  being  ex- 


cluded from  the  direction  of  the  bank 
under  the  original  charter,  wei*e  not  eligi^ 
ble  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1793* 
in  consequence  of  the  word  charter  not 
being  mentioD«d  in.  that  act.  Other 
men  of  eminence  in  the  law  were  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  that  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  admit' catholics  was€vident» 
and  that  they  were  eligible  under  that  ac^ 
the  omission  of  the  word  *  charter/  being 
of  no  consequence.  This  doubt  was  not 
remedied  in  the  bill  before  the  house,  it 
being  there  left  as  it  was.  That  house 
had  the  superior  advantage  of  calling  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  and  he  thought 
this  was  a  case  in  which  that  opinion 
ought  to  be  called  for.  A  doubt  existed 
as  to  the  law :  and  what  was  the  proper 
course  to  take  to  solve  that  doubt,  but  t« 
put  a  question  to  his  majesty's  Judges  ? 
This  was  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  anticipate  any  argument  that 
could  be  urged  against  it.  If  it  was  said^ 
it  was  of  no  importance,  ^  question  must 
surely  be  considered  of  importance  which 
related  to  the  privileges  of  four  millions 
of  his  majesty's  subjects.  If  it  was  said, 
there  was  no  doubt,  the  doubt  was  acknow- 
ledged in  the  bill  now  before  the  house  ; 
and  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  great  im- 
portance that  it  should  be  set  at  rest,  par- 
ticularly when  it  was  considered  that  this 
bill  was  to  continue  for  31  years.  His 
lordship  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  a 
question  to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion  as 
to  the  point,  whether  under  the  operation 
of  the  act  of  1793,  combined  with  other 
acts,  and  the  Bank  Charter  act,  Roman* 
catholics  were  eligible, to  hold  and  exer- 
cise the  office  of  governor  or  director  of 
the  bank  of  Ire^d. 

Lord  Hawkesbwry  thought  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  as  that  advised  by  the  noble 
baron  wholly  unprecedented,  or  at  least 
highly  inconsistent  with  the  usual  practice 
of  the  house.  The  bill  before  their  lord- 
ships was  strictly  and  directly  a  financial 
measure,  and  on  such  measures  were  it 
necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  (he 
Judges,  the  public  business  would  be  at  ^ 
stand,  or  be  protracted  to  an  insufferable 
length  of  time.  The  point  which  the 
noble  baron's  motion  involved  was  only 
an  incidental  one,  and  left  the  law  as  it 
now  stood.  He  was  therefore  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  with  what  practical  good  effect 
his  acceding  to  the  noble  baron's  motion  ' 
could  be  attended.  It  was  open  to  a 
catholic,  should  the  proprietors  of  the  bank 
think  proper  to  select  bin^  to  bring  his 
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case  into  a  court  pf  law,  or  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Irish  judses^upon  it  in  the 
exchequer  court ;  or  if  their  decision  did 
not  satisfy  him,  to  bring  his  case  before 
that  house  by  writ  of  error.  Then  would 
be  the  moment  to  discuss  and  decide  the 
point  of  law,  ayid  not  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. Otherwise  it  would  be  prejudging 
the  question,  now  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges  upon  it.  Besides,  were  the 
Judges  to  say  the  catholics  were  eligible,' 
would  the  house  immediately  proceed  to 
alter  the  law  ?  Was  that  the  object  which 
the  motion-  of  the  noble  baron  had  ulti- 
mately in  view  ?  If  so,  he  did  not  imagine 
the  house  was  prepared  to  go  that  length. 
For  his  part,  he  had  often  stated  what  were 
his  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  claims 
of  the  catholics,  and  he  would  now  again 
repeat  them.  His  opinion  and  determina^ 
tion  was,  to  make  his  stand  at  the  act  of 
union ;  to  maintain  the  laws  as  they  stood 
at  that  period  ;  to  abide  by  the  conces- 
sions that  had  been  made  up  to  that  pe- 
riod ;  but  not  to  accede  to  any  other  that 
had  since  been  called  for.  Concession,  in 
his  opinion,  had  gone  as  far  as  was  compa- 
tible with  the  security  of  the  constitution 
in  church  and  state  ;  and  nothing  should 
bring  him  to  endanger  that  security,  by 
yielding  to  the  further  claims  of  the  ca- 
tholics. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  contended  that  the 
noble  secretary  was  doing  that  which  he 
himself  was  reprobating  in  others  ;  for  he 
was  prejudging  the  question,  by  the  tone 
he  assumed  in  ultimately  deciding  on  the 
claims  of  the  catholics.  If  the  Judges  de- 
cided that  the  catholics  were  eligible,  he 
would  move  that  the  law  be  altered  on  the 
subject,  if  his  noble  friend  who  made  the 
motion  should  not  think  proper  to  do  so. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  it  most 
extraordinary  that  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  should  wish  to  keep  the  house  in  ig- 
norance, as  to  what  was  the  law.  It  was 
said  of  catholic  priests,  that  they  wished 
to  keep  their  flocks  in  ignorance,  and  pre- 
v^t  them  even  from  reading  holy  writ ; 
and  it  might  almost  be  supposed  that  the 
noble  lord,  in  wishing  to  keep  the  house 
in  ignorance,  really  cherished  and  acted 
upon  the  same  principles.  Those  noble 
lords,  however,  who  saw  the  greater  danger 
in  offices  being  held  by  catholics,  must 
surely  concur  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
the  law  upon  this  subject,  as,  if  catho- 
lics were  eligible  to  the  direction  of  the 
Bank,  the  greatest  danger  to  the  state  must 
in  the  opinion  of  those  noble  lords  ensue. 


Instead  of  the  plain  and  obvious  way  of 
ascertaining  the  law  proposed  by  his  no- 
ble friend,  the  noble  secretary  of  state  had 
recommended  a  law-suit ;  first,  there  was 
to  be  all  the  heat  and  animosity  attendant 
.upon  a  contested  election,  where  catholic 
and  protestant  were  directly  opposed  to 
each  other ;  then  a  suit  in  a  court  of  law  ; 
then  an  appeal  to  the  exchequer  chamber  ; 
and  lastly,  an  appeal  to  that  house,  when 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges  might  be  had  : 
and  thus  there  war  to  be  a  tedious  litiga- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the 
very  point  now  proposed  by  his  noble 
friend.  *    • 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  agree  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  unless  it  was 
proposed  to  legislate  upon  that  opinion. 
It  was,  besides,  a  matter  of  great  doubt 
with  him,  whether,  supposing  such  a  ques- 
tion to  be  put,  the  Judges  would  not  tell 
their  lordships  that  they  did  not  know 
what  was  meant  by  a  Roman-catholic ; 
they  knew  that  persons  were  excluded 
from  certain  offices  who  did  not  take  cer- 
tain oaths,  and  it  should  not  be  d ionised 
from  the  public,  that  this,  after  all,  was 
the  real  question  in  all  the  discussions  on 
the  Catholic  question ;  namely,  whether 
persons  who  did  not  take  certain  oaths 
should  be  disqualified  from  holding  certain 
offices  ?  With  respect  to  this  subject  h^ 
thought  it  right  to  declare  his  opinion, 
that  it  ^ould  be  an  event  deeply  cala- 
mitous if  the  protestant  ascendancy  were 
weakened.  He  held  the  opinion  which  had 
been  held  by  Russel,  Somers,  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  and  other  eminent  men;  that  the 
support  of  the  protestant  church  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  maintenance  of 
our  civil  and  religious  liberties.  He  would 
not  say,  that  under  no  circumstances 
ought  further  concessions  to  be  made  to 
the  catholics;  but  he  could  not  foresee 
the  circumstances  in  which  such  conces- 
sions would  be  politic.  It  should  never  be 
forgotten,  in  considering  this  subject,  that 
the  guards  which  were  necessary  to  main- 
tain our  religious  liberties  were  not  the 
less  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  civil 
liberties.  He  <:ould  see  no  ground  for  put* 
ting  this  question  to  the  Judges,  unless  it 
was  first  ascertained  that  some  legislative 
proceeding  was  to  be  founded  upon  it,  nor 
had  he  heard  of  any  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  interpretation  of  thi^  act. 

Lord  HoMand  expressed  his  surprise  thai 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  declared 
opinions  now  which  he  did  not  do  when 
the  general  question  was  umlcr  discussion^ 
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and  when  they  could  have  been  fairly  met. 
He  thought  it  most  extraordinary  with 
respect  to  this  question^  that  where  the 'law 
was  not  understood,  it  should  be  argued 
that  they  oagiit  not  to  adopt  means  for  the 
purpose  of  understanding  it.  This  obscu- 
rity, which  was  now  to  be  thrown  into  the 
science  of  legislation,  reminded  him  of  the 
metaphysics  of  Kant,  and  the  poetiy  of 
Klopstock ;  of  the  former  it  was  said,  by 
one  of  his  ardent  admirers,  that  he  wrote 
most  sublimely,  that  he  had  written  what 
no  man  ever  understood,  and  what  he  him- 
self did  not  understand.  Klopstock  wrote, 
when  •  young,  a  poem  entitled  Creation,  in 
which  were  some  sublime  passages,  and 
some  rather  obscure  ;  two  students  at 
Leipsic^  meeting  with  one  of  these  obscure 
passages,  which  they  could  not  under- 
stand, at  length  agreed  to  ask  Klopstock 
himself  for  an  explanation ;  they  met  him 
at  Hamburgh,  and  asked  the  question :  his 
reply  was,  *  I  dare  say  what  I  wrote 
was  very  good,  and  very  sublime ;  I  dare 
say  I  meant  something,  but  I  confess  I 
cannot  now  tell  what  I  did  mean.'  A 
similar  obscurity  was>  it  seemed,  to  be 
thrown  over  the  point  which  it  was  now 
sought  to  explain. 

Lord  Harrowby  opposed  putting  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Judges,  on  the  ground  that  no 
practical  good  could  be  derived  firom  it* 

Earl  Spencer  thought  that  in  this  instance 
there  was  clearly  a  doubt,  and  that  the 
only  way  of  getting  rid  of  it  was  to  have 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges. 

I/)rd  Mtdgrave  saw  no  ground  for  put- 
ting the  question,  unless  the  house  should 
previously  determine  to  found  on  it  some 
legislative  proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  thought  it  essen- 
tially desirable,  that  where  doubts  existed 
as  to  the  construction  of  laws  about  to  be 
continued,  those  doubts  should  be  removed. 
No  person  could  argue  against  the  removal 
of  the  doubts  existing  in  the  case  before 
their  lordships,  but  those  who  thought  it 
matter  of  perfect  indifierence  whether 
-catholics  should  or  should  not  be  directors 
of  the  bank  of  Ireland.  To  those  who 
were  adverse  to  the  admission  of  catholics 
to  the  direction,  and  to  those  who  were 
friendly  to  that  admission,  the  removal  of 
the  doubts,  confirmed  by  the  very  proviso 
of  the  present  bill,  for  preserving  to  the 
catholics  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
granted  in  1793,  by  the  act  of  the  Irish 
parliament,  was  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance.  .        '  r 

I^cd  GttnmUe,  in  replyi "observed^  that 


notwithstanding  the  ingenuity  of  the^noble 
.  lords  who  had  opposed  the   proposition, 
they  had  IRuled  in  their  reasoning.     The 
arguments  against  it  had,  indeed,  amounted 
to  all  that  could    have    been  expected 
against  so  clear  and  obvious  a  proposition; 
namely,  nothins  at  all.     He  was  now  to 
learn,  for  tlie  first  time,  that  they  were 
firat  to  decide  what  should  be  law,  and 
then  to  ask  the  Judges  what  was  the  law; 
they  were  first  to  enact,  and  then  to  ask 
for  explanation.    The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  said,  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
any  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  this  was 
most  extraordinary  ;  they  had  heard  in 
the  course  of  the  week  of  a  want  of  com- 
munication amongst  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  here  it  appeared,  that  a  clause 
had  been  expressly  inserted  in  the  bill  in 
consequence  of  this  doubt,  which  stated 
the  doubt,  and  the  introduction  of  which, 
had  been  assented  to  by  one  of  the  col- 
leagues of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and 
yet  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  never 
heard  of  any  doubt  upon  the  subject !  It 
seemed,  however,  that  instead  of  now  as- 
certaining what  the  law  was,  the  parties 
interested  in  that  explanation  were  to  have 
a  beautiful  law-suit  and  a  delicious  doubt ; 
they  were  to  go  into  a  court  of  law,  and 
then  they  were  to  appeal  to  that  house, 
where  there  were  already  upwards  of  one 
hundred  appeals  undecided,  and  then  to 
wait  till  this  question  could  be  decided, 
when  it  might  now  be  explained  without 
any  litigation  !    The  noble  and   learned 
lord  had  talked  of  disguising  the  question 
respecting  the  catholics  ;  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  catholics  were  ex- 
cluded because  they  would  not  take  cer- 
tain oaths  ;  but  in  this  case,  it  was  the 
catholics  alone  who  were  excluded,  and 
the  exclusion  did  not  apply  to  any  other 
persons.     His  lordship  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  contended,  that  the  case  might  be 
decided  in  due  course  of  law,  and  that  the 
Judges  might  give  their  opinion  upon  that 
case  when  brought  before  the  house,  and 
if  it  should  be  thought  adviseable  at  a  future 
period  to  open  the  direction  of  the  ba^ik  to 
catholics  it  might  be  done.     With  respect 
to  the  former  part  of  the  argument,  it  went 
to  encourage  litigation  of  the  most  trou- 
blesome and  vexatious  nature ;  and  con- 
sidering the  mass  of  appeals  now  before 
the  house,  when  could  this  case  be  de- 
cided ?  With  respect  to  the  latter  p^rt  of 
the  argument  he,  for  one,  was  of  opinion, 
that   when-  this   act    should   have  once 
passed,  no  remedy  could  be  applied  to  the 
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evil  in  the  course  of  thirty  years,  for  which 
the  charter  \va8  granted.  On  all  theae 
grounds,  he  wad  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
a  question  ought  to  be  proposed  to  the 
J^udges  respecting  the  law  of  the  case. 

'f  he  house  then  divided  upon  lord  Gren- 
TiUe's  motion : 

Contents   -     16;   Proxies  17 — ^33 
Not"Contents  42 ;    Proxies  52 — 94 

Majority    -    — 61 


ROUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

t 

Thunday,  June  16. 

[FiNAUCE  Committee.]  Mr.  WMtbread 
irose  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question 
to  an  hon.  gent,  in  his  eye,  the  answer  to 
which  appeared  to  him  necessary  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  As  the  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was  desirable 
to  ascertain,  whether  or  not  the  house  and 
the  country  were  to  expect  a  report  from 
the  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  that 
hon.  gent,  so  worthily  presided.  Rumours 
were  afloat,  that  a  Report  of  a  very  import- 
ant nature  had  been  decided  upon  in  the 
committee.  He  was  sure  that  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  take  it  ill  to  be  thus  ques- 
tioned on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bankesy  while  he  allowed  that  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  per- 
fectly feir  one,  declared  that  really  he 
hardly  knew  how  to  answer  it.  He  eould 
only  say,  that  for  his  own  part,  nothing 
had  been  wanting  to  enable  the  committee 
to  lay  before  the  house  their  report.  Du- 
ring llie  present  session  almost  every  hour 
wl^ich  was  not  occupied  by  his  duty  in 
the  house  had  been  devoted  to  his  duty 
above  stairs.  So  far  back  as.  before  the 
Easter  recess,  he  had  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee the  materials  of  a  report  which  was 
icomplete  as  far  as  it  related  to  himself  to 
make  it  so.  Unfortunately,  a  considerable 
id  ifierence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  that  report,  and 
the  discussions  upon  it  had  proceeded  to  a 
much  greater  length  than  could  have  been 
•expected  or  foreseen.  Those  discussions 
still'  continued.  He  could  only  repeat, 
that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  his  part 
to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  termination  ; 
that  in  his  opinion  the  report  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  house  to-morrow ;  and 
that  he  should  very  much  lament  that  the 
circumstances  which  he  had  mentioned 
should  operate  to  delay  the  presentation  of 
.it  beyond  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Whitlnvad  thanked  the  hon.  ^ent. 
for. his  caiuliid  ezplanatioi^  and  disclauned 


die  slightest  intention  to  impute  any  blame 
to  a  gentleman,  who,  b^  the  -anxiety 
which  he  uniformly  manifested  for  the 
public  service,  was  entitled  to  the  complete  _ 
confidence  of  the  house  and  of  the  coun- 
try.— Mr.  Whitbread  was  proceeding  to 
express  the  regret  which  he  felt  at  .learning 
the  probability  that  no  report  from  the  Fi« 
nance  Committee  would  be  presented  du- 
ring the  present  session,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  observed, 
that  there  was  no  question  before  the 
house.  ^ 

[Commutation  of  Tythes  in  Ireland.] 
Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald,  (knight  of  Kerry)  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  disclaimed  all  ide« 
of  any  wish  to  embarrass  government.    Ii\ 
at  all  touching  on  this  subject,  he  was  anxi- 
ous chiefly  for  two  things ; '  firsts  that  minis- 
ters should  not  suppose,  irom  the  paucity  of 
petitions,  that  the  question  was' not  one.  of 
very  general  interest  in  Ireland,  or  which 
they  were  on  that  account  entitled  to  un* 
dervalue;    secondly,  he  was  anxious  to 
prevent  the  people  of  Ireland  from  feeling 
anything  like  distrust  in  those  who  were  to 
brmg  forward  these  petitions.   He  felt  him- 
self bound  to  refute  the  calumnies  which  had 
been  propagated,  alleging  that  the  distur- 
bances in  his  county  had  been  occasioned 
by  the  meeting  to  consider  of  the  petition 
in  question.     It  might  be  sufficient,  in 
answer  to  this  calumny,  to  state,  that  these 
disturbances  had  existed  for  years  before, 
and: that,  after  the  meeting  to  consider  of 
the  Commutation  of  Tythes,   they  had 
abated  rather  than  increased.     The'  same 
he  could  also  state  as  to  other  petitions. 
Another  stigma  attempted  to  be .  fixed  on 
the  favourers  of  this  measure  was,  that  an 
improper  advantage  was  sought  to  be  got 
for  the  land  owners,  at  the  expence  of  the 
church.    For  his  part,  he  disclaimed  every 
idea  of  the  kind.     He  wished  that  the 
church  and  clergy  should  have  their  rights 
preseiTed  entire ;    but  that  the    present 
mode  of  levying  the  tythes  should  be 
commoted  for  one  more  equal  and  less 
burthensome.    This  was  no  catholic  ques- 
tion ;  it  did  not  partake  of  a  religious  feel- 
ing ;  it  w^s  supported  by  the  county  of 
Armagh,  than  which  no  county  in  Ireland 
was  more,  or  rather  so  completely,  protes* 
tant.     It  was  a  measure  wished  for  by 
all  classes,  and  ev^n  by  the  protestant 
clergy.    He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the;  petitions  were  so  numerous   as   to 
entitle,  him  to  allege  that  it  was  at  the  mo- 
ment a  measure  of  necessity ;  therefore  he 
should  not  urge  referring  the  petitaon  to  a 
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ject  to  bfeat  rest  for  four  years  if  fie  thought 
he   could  have  made  out  a  case?    That 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  on  a  former  day, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  har- 
mony which  prevailed  in  the  government 
which  he  supported.    Did  he  mean,  then, 
to  impute  to  that  government  such  gross 
negligence,  and  such  an  abandonment  of 
all  the  principles  of  justice,  as  to  suppose 
they  would  have  passed  over  without  notice 
this  transaction,  were  it  so  nefarious  a  one 
as  it  was  described  to  be?    Would  the 
right  hon.  gent,  have  sacrificed  such  a 
question  as  this  to  the  convenience  of  a 
party  ?    Was  it  likely  that  he,  who  had 
taken  so  distinguished -a  part  in  almost 
all   other  questions  where  there  were  im- 
putations of  gross  injustice  against  indi- 
viduals, would  have  committed  such  an 
abandonment  of  his  public  duty  as  not  to 
come  forward  and  vindicate  the  national 
cliaracter?  He  was  not  disposed  to  rest 
this  question  on  any  thing  like  personal 
aiuthority,  but  he  was  justified  in  supposing, 
that  had  it  been  such  as  was  lately  descri- 
bed, it  would  have  been  brought  forward 
by  others  long  before  this  time.     He  had, 
however,  much  better  evidence,  namely, 
tliiit  which  was  confained  in  the  papers 
themselves.     To  go  into  a  detail  of  these 
papers  would  extend  the  discussion  far  be- 
yond the  limits  of  a  single  debate.     He 
would  merely  state  his  view  of  the  outline 
gfthe  business,  without  pressing  on  the 
patience  of  the  house.     The  question  could 
'only  be  argued  on  the  ground  of  a  treaty, 
lie  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  ihe  sove- 
eigns  in  India  were  not  possessed  of  rights 
wWicU  the  British  government  could  not 
shake,  without  committing  acts  of  injus- 
tice.    But  the  question  now  to  be  consi- 
dered was  a  mere  question  of  treaty,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  argu^,  that  in  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Arcot  government,  there 
were  stipulations  which  prohibited  the  na- 
bob of  Arcot  from  holding  any  correspon- 
dence whatever  wuh  any  native  power, 
unless  the  consent  cf  the  British  govern- 
ment was  previously  obtained.      He  sus- 
pected thai  the  learned  gent,  was  not  able 
to  make  a  connected  defence  for  the  princes 
of  the  Caruatic,  in   consequence    of  his 
having  taken  up  the  que.ntion  in  this  man- 
ner, and  of  his  having,  at  the  end  of  his 
.speech,  entered  into  a  dramatic  declama- 
tion Ml  the  interval  between  the  imprison- 
r  death  of  princes.    This  allu- 
have  applied  to  the  question  ; 
•"  making  it,  the  learned 
have  been  pasting  hit 


strength.  He  contended  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  marquis  Wellesley  to  rest  the 
safety  of  the  British  dominions  in  India, 
on  any  rule  of  proceeding  which  might  be 
laid  down  in  parliament,  but  on  the  general 
principles  of  policy  and  jurisprudence. 
The  learned  bart.  had  argued  that  the 
grounds  on  which  the  removal  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Arcot  had  taken  place,  were  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  evidence  ;  but  he  did 
not  consider  that  it  was  not  a  question  be- 
tween one  subject  and  another,  or  between 
a  sovereign  and  a  subject,  but  that  we 
were  trying  a  question  with  a  sovereign 
prince,  with  a  co-estate.  Lord  Wellesley, 
therefore,  could  only  act  on  the  principles 
of  the  laws  of  nations ;  on  those  principles, 
according  to  which  a  ^declaration  of  war 
would  be  justified.  When  the  public  safety: 
required  any  particular  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, it  was  not  neces.sary  to  have  si^ch  evi- 
dence as  would  be  required  in  a  court  of. 
justice.  When  during  a  period  of  profound 
peace,  Sebastiani  had  been  sent  by  Buona- 
parte to  Egypt  to  shake  the  foundation  of 
all  our  political  and  commercial  relations 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  did  the  house  of* 
commons,  at  the  time  the  que.stion  of  war 
came  to  be  discussed,  require  any  raoro* 
evidence  of  that  fact  than  public  rumour  ? 
They  merely  went  on  the  question  of  fair 
presumption,  in  judging  as  to  what  were 
the  views  of  the  enemy.  When  a  treason- 
able correspondence  was  carried  on  be- 
tween certain  persons  in  Ireland,  and  oilier 
persons  at  Paris,  it  did  not  require  the 
strict  rules  of  evidence  to  detect  it. .  Now, 
what  were  the  circumstances  that  came 
out  in  evidence  at  Madras?  Would  the 
learned  srent.  say,  that  no  documents  but 
those  on  the  table  hu.d  been  found  at  Se- 
ringapatam  ?  The  princes  of  the  Caruatic 
did  acknowledge,  that  they  curled  on  a 
correspondeni:e  with  the  govej-piment  of 
Mysore,  and  he  wished  gentlemen  to  see 
what  was  the  nature  of  this  correspondence, 
and  how  iar  it  was  a  breach  of  the  treaty 
that  existed  between  the  British  govern- 
ment and  the  nabob.  The  first  period  at 
which  the  correspondence  took  place,  was 
in  the  year  179'^.  Whatever  the  nature 
of  the  corresuondence  might  be,  it  must, 
however,  be  allowed,  that  the  same  having 
been  carried  on  at  the  time  of  the  trea^  y 
made  by  lord  Cornwall  is,  it  was  amply 
sufficient  to  justify  the  jealousy  of  our 
government;  and  marquis  Wellesley  would 
have  acted  a  strange  confididig  part,  high- 
ly detrimental  to  our  interests,  if,  atter 
the  discovery  of  such  correspondence,  he 
3  O 
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most  weighty ;  and  as  that  had  been  post- 
poned until  so  late  a  period,  he  should 
abandon  all  intention  of  bringing  forward 
his  motion  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Ponsotihy  thanked  his  right  hon. 
friend  for  his  condescension ;  stating  that 
he  had  made  the  application,  from  an  un- 
willingness again  so  suddenly  to  a^tate 
a  question  which,  so  far  from  tranquillizing 
the  people  of  Ireland,  must  have  had  a 
.contrary  effect. 

Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Bastard,  sir  W.  Elford, 
and  Mr.  Lockhart,  each  said  a  few  words ; 
afler  which,  Mr.  Fitzgerald -obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

[Expiring  Laws  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill  for  remedying  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  expiration  of  certain 
laws. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objected  to  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair.  Why  did  not  ministers 
prevent  those  inconveniences  which  they 
now  called  upon  parliament  to  remedy  ? 
It  was  in  their  power  to  have  prevented 
the  evil,  and  why  had  they  not  done  so  ? 
They  knew  what  laws  were  about  to  ex- 
pire, and  why  had  they  not  provided  in 
due  time  ?  It  appeared  to  be  a  bill  which 
might  be  well  entitled,  '  A  bill  for  the 
better  encouraging  the  laziness,  indolence 
and  neglect  of  his  majesty's  ministers.'  It 
was  too  uniformly  assumed  that  the  bill 
would  pass.  The  act  which  was  to  be  con- 
tinued might  have  expired  before  the  bill 
for  reviving  it  had  passed,  and  thus  the  of- 
fence proscribed  against  cease  to  be  crimi- 
nal, or  on  the  other  hand,  what  was  infinite- 
ly more  serious,  that  which  had  ceased  to  be 
criminal,  might,  by  a  sort  of  latent  revival, 
become  suddenly  penal,  and  thus  a  man 
mi^ht  inadvertently  be  guilty  of  a  crime, 
and  hanged  in  a  parenthesis.  He  thought 
the  bill  replete  with  absurdities,  and  no 
consideration  would  incline  him  to  yield 
to  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  unless  it  was  that  of  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  high  authority  and  parlia- 
mentary experience  in  the  committee. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  £rc/i€^Mcr  contend- 
ed, that  this  measure  was  not  a  violation 
of  the  usages  of  parliament  for  centuries ; 
because  the  session  of  parliament,  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  usage,  was  considered 
but  as  one  day.  It  was  only  a  few  years 
ago  that  an  act  was  passed  to  provide  that 
acts  of  parliament  were  to  have  effect  from 
the  day  of  passing ;'  whereas,  antecedently, 
fldl  acts  had  reference  to  the  first  day  of 


the  session  in  which  they  were  passed. 
The  right  hon.  g«)t.  seemed  to  think  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  attend  to 
the  acts  that  were  likely  to  expire,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  at  |iie  commencement  of 
every  session  to  inquire  what  bills  were 
likely  to  expire,  and  if  any  neglect  took 
place,  it  was  the  act  of  the  house.  But 
in  the  view  taken  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  this  bill 
was  not  to  have  effect  by  imposing  penal- 
ties, confiscations,  or  forfeitures;  it  was 
only  to  continue  authorities  to  maintain 
jurisdictions,  until  the  enactment  of  the 
continuing  bill.  Therefore  the  execution 
in  the  parenthesis  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  could  not  take  place  under  this 
bill.  It  would  do  much  good,  and  could 
do  no  injury. 

Mr.  PoMonhf  thanked  the  right  hon. 
gent,  for  having  attended  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  him  respecting  the  inexpediency 
of  continuing  penalties  by  this  bill,,  when 
he  had  first  mentioned  the  subject.  The 
objections  of  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
have  been  imanswerable  against  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  pro- 
viso introduced  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
for  excepting  penalties.  But,  certainly, 
the  introduction  of' that  proviso  removed  a 
great  part  of  tliese  objections  ;  and,  with 
this  proviso,  he  thought  that  the  bill  might 
be  productive  of  benefit  in  certain  cases. 
— ^The  house  then  went  into  a  coqimittee. 

Mr.  S/ieridan  renewed  his  objections  to 
the  principle,  and  thought  it  was.  an  ad- 
mission of  the  indolence  of  his  majesty's 
ministers. — ^The  bill  then  passed  through 
the  committee. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 


Friday,  June  17. 

[Droits  of  Admiralty.]  The  Earl  of 
Si^olk  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion 
relative  to  the  Droits  of  Admiralty.  He 
observed,  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
troubling  their  lordships  in  regard  to  any 
subject  which  he  might  think  proper  to 
present  to  their  attention.  Previous  to  the 
present,  he  had  taken  several  opportunities 
of  making  inquiries  relative  to  the  apypro- 
priation  of  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  the 
amount  of  which  now  in  the  hands  df  the 
crovvn  was  certainly  greater  than  it  had 
been  at  any  former  period.  It  was  highly 
important,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  know  what  was  likely  to  become  of 
the  property  now  vested  in  the  crowiju 
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Jbe  in  oar  hands.  At  lengthy  when  the 
treason  between  father  ana  son  came  to 
lights  did  lord  Wellesley  push  the  right 
He  possessed  to  an  extent  that  could  be 
called  seyerity  ?  The  only  difference  was> 
that  he  did  that  in  thne  ot  peace  which  by 
treaty  he  was  entitled  to  do  in  time  of  war. 
The  defective  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
perfectly  justified  them  in  their  departing 
From  it.  The  next  question  was,  whether 
it  could  be  considered  as  harsh  to  extend 
the  severity  exercised  towards  the  father 
to  the  sons  of  the  nabob.  The  learned 
gentleman  who  argued  so  much  on  cri-^ 
minal  law,  knew  very  well  that  in  cases  of 
treason,  under  which  principle  this  ques- 
tion must  be  decided,  the  innocent  must 
be  involved  in  the  consequences  of  the 

fuilt  of  others.  When  the  house  of 
tuart  was  driven  from  the  throne  of  this 
country,  the  whole  of  the  descendants 
were  excluded  also.  It  cannot  b.e  sup- 
posed, that  such  descendants  would  hold 
difierent  sentiments  from  their  ancestors. 
-Was- it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  son  of 
Mahomed  Ally  would  not  entertain  the 
same  hostility  against  us  which  his  father 
had  done  ?  and  could  lord  Wellesley 
sufier  him,  consistently  with  the  British 
interests  in  India,  to  remain  on  the  throne 
from  which  his  fkther  had  been  removed  ? 
He  might, have  had  a  disposition  favour- 
able to  the  British,  but  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  tribe  of  harpies,  who  had  claims  and 
expectations  upon  him  ;  who  altered  his 
disposition,  ana  persuaded  him  to  think 
that  justice  would  be  done  him  in  Eng- 
land. How  was  it  possible,. under  such 
circumstances,  to  expect  friendly  senti- 
ments from  a  person  so  beset,  and  with  ui- 
terested  defendants,  so  perverted  in  his 
station  ?  He  was  sure,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  a  just  view  of  this  question, 
nothing  would  have  induced  him  to  let  it 
sleep  mr  the  space  of  four  years.  Ailer 
the  practical  decision  of  parliament  was 
twice  had  on  this  subject,  he  greatly  la- 
mented it  was  aeain  brought  forward.  It 
had  the  efl^t  of  lowering  the  character  of 
the  country  and  of  the  parliament,  in  the 
egfB  Df  foreign  countries;  because  fo- 
.rfjgmiiwre  repeatedly  told  the  British 
gl^^MBBeBl  were  giving  sanction  to  those 
tt^  ^  chmcterized  the  conduct 

^^rance.    It  would  be  a 

\  out  to  the  world,  and 

*'vtice,.to  attempt  to 

'*r  of  such  men  as 

y  had  performed 

ty,  in  high  situ- 


ations, without  giving  them  an  opportunity 
of  vindicating  themselves  ;  and  thus^  to 
represent  the  British  governors  as  having 
committed,  and  the  government  as  giving 
sanction  to,  enormities  similar  to  those 
practised  by  our  enemies.  For  a  consi- 
derable time,  the  attention  of  parliament 
had  been  occupied  in  hearing  charges  jof 
this  kind,  accompanied  with  strong  alle- 

fations,  which  it  was  difficult  to  refute, 
ortunatelvy  however,  lord  Wellesley  had 
now  completely  vindicated  his  character, 
and  he  was  now  so  completely  in  pos- 
session of  the  public  opinion,  that  every 
possible  degree  of  confidence  might  be 
reposed  in  him;  and  his  character  stood 
higher  than  ever  it  had  done  before. 

Mr.  Sheridan  felt,  that  afler  the  personal 
allusions  so  frequently  made  to  him,  he 
should  not  act  respectfully  towards  the 
noble  lord,  if  he  continued  silent  on  the 
present  occasion.    The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded a  speech,  filled  with  the  strangest 
and  most  monstrous  doctrines  he  had  ever 
heard,  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  justice 
of  the  house,  calling  upon  it  not  to  esta- 
blish so  bad  a  moral  as  that  of  exposing 
the   delinquency  of  public  servants^  for 
fear  their  conduct  should  be  compared 
with  the  enormities  of  our  enemies.    It 
was  with  reluctance  he  entered  on  any  of 
the  enormities  committed  in  India.     In 
making  such  a  declaration,  the  noble  lord 
was  not  aware  of  the  libel  which  he  pro- 
nounced on  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  who  was 
lately  chief  justice  in  India.     Here  Mr. 
Shendan  quoted  a  speech  delivered  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  impeachment,  by 
Mr.  (now  sir  John)  Anstruther,  in  which 
that  ffent.  dwelt  on  the  enormities  prac- 
tised m  India,  and  insisted  on  the  neces- 
sity of  investigation  and  punishment.  -But 
now  the  house  was  to  understand,  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord,  that  no  governor 
in  India,  let  his  crimes  be  ever  so  great, 
was  to  have  his  conduct  at  all  inquired 
into.    He  maintained,  that  the  best  way 
to  hold  out  to  the  world  that  we  practised 
no  enormities,  was  to  punish  those  who 
committed    any.      The    noble    marquis, 
whose  conduct  was  now  the  subject  of 
discussion,  had  lately  made  an  observa- 
tion, that  the -attack  upon  Copenhagen, 
and  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fieet»  was  an 
event  at  which  Englishmen  ought  to  re- 
joice, because  it  would  grieve  Buonaparte. 
It  was  unwise  in  the  noble  marquis  to 
make  such  a  declaration ;  because  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  entirely  the  reverse  of  what 
was  the  fact.    He  sincerely  believed,  tha 
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sideratioOf  tl^r^forc;,  was  anticipated  by 
the  present  bill,  as  it  woald  go  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  such  an  occurrence ;  besides, 
this  force,  h6  thought,  would  be  more 
efficient  than  eren  the  volunteers.  He 
begged  also  to  inform  their  lordships,  that 
.  the  present  volunteer  force  was  fixed  at 
370,000,  of  which  upwards  of  277,000 
were  efficient  by  the  returns.  When, 
therefore,  the  amount  of  the  other  forces 
of  the  nation  was  considered,  together  with 
the  means  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  present 
bill,  th«  country  might  look  with  proud 
confidence  to  measures  which  would  thus 
secure  its  permanent  safety.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  an  armed  peasantry  would 
have  been  be^er  to  have  recourse  to  in 
case  of  an  invasion ;  but  he  thought,  that 
however  formidable  they  might  be  in  a 
mountainous  country,  they  were  not  so 
.  well  adapted  for  our  island  as  a  local 
militia,  which  was  now  to  be  grafted  on 
the  volunteers,  and  intended  not  only  to 
supply  their  place,  in  case  of  any  defi- 
ciency arising  from  them,  but  was  to  be 
a  measure  to  be  persevered  in  whether  the 
country  should  be  at  war  or  in  peace,  and 
was  so  calculated  as  to,  be  carried  into 
eifect  without  injury  to  the  civil  employ- 
menU  of  those  to  whose  lot  it  might  fall 
to  give  their  services. 

The  Earl  of  Seikirk  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose going  into  the  committee  upon  this 
bill,  for  h«  sincerely  concurred  with  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  in  the  sentiments 
he  had  expressed  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple  of  the  measure.  He  agreed  that  the 
measure  should  be  made  as  oonformable 
as  possible  with  the  civil  occupations 
of  the  subject :  he  agreed  that^  however 
zealous  and  active  the  volunteer  force 
might  be,  and  for  which  he  gave  it  am* 
pie  credit,  yet  it  was  not  %vholly  to  be 
depended  upoia  ;  be  regretted,  however, 
that  the  n^asure  ^as  not  of  greater  extent, 
and  more  adapted  to  general  principles. 
After  taking  an  extensive  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent local  forces  of  the  country,  the 
nobU^  earl  proceeded  to  recommend,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  system,  that  instead  of 
ballot,  an  enrolment  of  all  the  young  men 
'  of  the  country,  from  the  age  of  1 8  to  25, 
should  take  place ;  that  there  should  nei- 
ther  be  substitution  nor  purclmse,  but  that 
ifr  should  equally  affect  every  class  of  his 
majesty's  subjects.  He  concluded  with 
declaring  his  intention  to  move  some 
amendments  in  the  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Buckingham$kire  approved 
most  cordially  of  the  measure  as  grafted 


en  the  volunteers,  which  measure  was  welt 
suited,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  defence  of 
the  country.  Mis  lordship'  then  said,  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  use' hard  wordp  towards 
any  foreign  power,  but  he  could  not  help 
remarking,  that  the  atrocities  of  Buona^ 
parte  were  great,  and  that  he  was  sedulously 
to  be  watched.  For  although^  his  armies 
might  be  driven  out  of  Spain  by  the  ener- 
gy of  the  J^aniards,  and  by  their  enthu- 
siasm in  defence  of  their  liberties,  yet  it 
was  not  necessarily  to  follow,  that  France 
would  cease  to  be  dangerous  to  this  coun- 
try. But  if  he  was  successful  in  crushing 
the  present  ebullitiolisof  the  Spaniards,' and 
obtained  possession  of  both  Spain  and 
Portugal,  be  would  bd  truly  dangerous  to 
this  country ;  as  he  «ould  with  more  faci- 
lity from  those  Countries  attack  us  on  the 
side  of  Ireland.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
ministers  would  Seriously  weigh  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  be  prepared  for  the  event, 
and  could  not  refrain  m>m  eitpressine  his 
anxious  wish  that  something  sho-uld  be 
done,  by  which  they  could  obttiik  the 
militia  of  Ireland  for  the  defence  of  tins 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  by  giving 
Ireland  an  equivalent  defence  in  return. 

The  IEatI  of  Moira  had  observed  with 
regret,  that  the  volunteers  had  been  un- 
dervalued, and  that  they  were  said  to  be 
badly  disciplined  ;  but  in  that  part  of  the 
island  where  he  had  particular  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  what  the  volunteers  were, 
he  was  iso  convinced  of  their  efficiency, 
that  he  would  che^fiillv  head  them 
against  anyforce  that  could  be  opposed  to 
them  by  invasion.  It  vras  trueth&t  they 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  so  well  disci- 
plined, or  so  good,  as  Veteran  troops  that 
bad  been  frectuently  in  Hie  field,  but  there 
was  no  comparison  to  be  made  between 
them,  and  those  intended  to  be  raised  by 
the  present  bill,  as  he  considered  the- 
former  infinitely  superior  in  every  respect. 
A  rumour  had  prevailed  that  although  the 
volunteers  in  Scotland  might  be  good,  yet 
those  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island 
w^re  not  so  well  disciplined ;  but  sttppOBt^ 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  it  was  so, 
although  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  true, 
did  it  follow  that  theycould  hot  be  ren- 
dered as  efficient  if  proper  measures  were 
to  be  pursued  ?  He  had  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  so,  but  unfortunately  no  steps 
were  isiken  tckeep  t^  the  patriotic  spirit 
among  the  tolanteers;  on  the  contrary, 
they  bad  been>.  for  some  reason  or  other, 
cried  down. 

LordcJfoMeitoy  explitined',  tbat  be  did 
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sot  meia  to  cast  the  least  raflectioii  upon 
the  YoluDteetB. 

Lord  HoUmd  was  not  averse  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  as  ^  as  it  proposed  a 
substitution  for  the  volunteers,  which  he 
did  not  approve  of  as  a  means  of  defence ; 
and  although  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
would  not  allow  that  he  meant  it  as  a  sub- 
atitution  for  the  volunteers,  yet  the  plan 
as  he  stated  it,  as  well  as  the  nature  or  the 
bill,  went  to  produce  that  tSecl.  But  al- 
though he  approved  of  the  principle,  yet 
the  manner  or  carrying  it  on  did  not  meet 
his  approbation ;  for  he  could  have  wished 
it  had  been  assimilated  more  nearly  to  the 
ancient  militia,  or  that  his  right  hon. 
friend's  Training  act  had  been  carried  for- 
ward, which,  although  liable  to  some  ob- 
jections, might  have  been  rendered  far 
more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  the 
country.  Enrolment  was  iar  preferable  to 
compulsory  means,  such  as  were  to  be  re- 
*aorted  to  by  the  bill ;  as  it  was  not  to  be 
expected,  that  the  men  procured  by  the 
latter,  would  act  with  such  energy  against 
an  invading  enemy,  when  under  the  con- 
sideration that  they  were  impelled  to  serve. 
The  noble  lord  said,  he  approved  of  the 
observations  that  had  ftdlen  from  a  noble 
earl  on  the  cross  bench,  relative  to  Spain 
and  Ireland ;  for  although  a  gleam  of  hope 
held  out  the  idea  that  the  glorious  struggle 
of  the  Spaniards  would  intimately  prove 
successful  as  to  them,'yet  it  did  not  follow 
of  consequence  that  France  would  not  still 
be  formidable ;  and  if  she  still  should  re- 
main so,  it  behoved  ministers  to  conciliate 
the  Irish*  without  which,  all  their  schemes 
of  defence  in  this  country  were  illusory. 

Viscount  Sidnumth  supported  the  mea- 
sure, but  did  not  think  with  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Selkirk),  that  an  armed  pea- 
santry constituted  the  best  force  against 
an  enemy ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  general  principle,  he  thougpt 
that  all  adults  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one 
should  serve  without  distinction,  without 
exemption  or  purchase,  and  this  would  in- 
spire them  with  a  military  ardour  and 
spirit:  this  he  thought  would  place  the 
country  out  of  the  reach  of  any  hostile 
atuck.  His  lordship  wished  to  see  the 
militia  of  Ireland  ao  incorporated  witli  the 
militia  of  England,  that  bothshould  become 
the  actual  militia  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
he  would  take  the  power  of  granting  com- 
missions from  the  lords  lieutenant,  and 
vest  it  in  the  king^  like  the  regular  army, 
and  annr  of  reserve. 

The  M0rqm  qf  Bi$Bkmgkam  supported 


the  bill  in  general,  but  objected  to 
clause  which  subjected  the  Local  Mi 
to  the  mutiny  act.  He  stated  his  inter] 
of  proposing  in  the  committee,  an  ami 
ment  to  that  clause,  by  which  it  shoulj 
provided,  that  no  sentence  of  a  court  li 
tial  for  inflicting-  corporal  pu'nishn 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  until  sub! 
ted  to  his  msjesty,  or  to  the  commaii 
in  chie£ 

Lord  Mi4graoe  defended  the  bill  f 
the  attack  of  the  noble  baron,  who 
spoke  last  but  two.  With  respect  to 
clause  to  which  the  noble  baron  had  asc 
ed  such  a  selfish  character,  he  obser 
that  it  merely  went  to  prevent  insuran 
which  had  ever  been  found  most  misch 
oos  to  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  thj 
As  to  what  the  noble  marquis  had  st^ 
on  the  operation  of  the  mutiny  bill,  it  n 
be  evident  to  the  house  that  it  was  in> 
pensable  to  preserve  a  due  subordinati< 
if  the  ranks  of  the  Local  Militia  were  fil 
from  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  sue! 
check  would  be  absolutely  necessary ; 
they  consisted  in  a  great  measure  of  ii 
viduals  of  a  superior  description,  their  c 
duct  would  be  such  as  to  render  any  ej 
cise  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  super 
ous. 

The  iMrd  Chancellor  adverted  to  w 
had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  tnsurai 
and  requested  noble  lords  to  inquire  w 
had  taken  place  in  their  own  fiuniliei 
these  cases.  They  would  find  that  i 
quently  those  of  their  servants  who 
not  insured  were  ballotted,  while  those  i 
had  insured,  escaped.  From  this  circi 
stance  it  might  fairly  be  inferred,  that 
insurers  had  some  influence  in  the  arran 
ment  of  the  business. — ^The  honse  then 
solved  itself  into  a  committee*  The  di 
rent  clauses  of  the  InU  underwent  a  disi 
sioii*  Eventually  they  were  all  agreed 
and  the  house  having  resumed,  tk^  re[ 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday 
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June  17. 

[Copr-aiGRTBiLL.1   Mr.VilHersmo 
the  second  reading  or  the  Copy- right  1 

Mr.  Abercromhy  thought  that  time  she 
be  allowed  for  the  due  consideration  < 
subject,  in  which  the  interests  of  the  n 
meritorious,  although,  perhaps,  not 
most  opulent,  class  of  the  commun 
were  so  seriously  concerned. 

Mr.  ViUieri  saw  no  reason  for  (ar\ 
delay,  as  sufficient  time  would  yet 
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afTorded'  for  every  reasonable  purpose. — 
Afler  a  few  words  from  Mr.  C.  Wynne, 
the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  a^d  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Wednesday.    ' 

[Naval  Asylui^.]  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  house  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved.  That 
the  several  estimates^  on  the  table  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee ;  and, 
amongst  others,  that  for  ah  additional 
grant  towards  candying  on  the  building  of 
the  Naval  Asylum  at  Greenwich. 

Sir  C  Pole  opposed  the  *grant ;  for 
which,  he  said,  the  trustees  ought  not  to 
have  applied  to  parliament  while  they  had 
in  their  hands  a  sum  of  50,000/.  towards 
carrying  on  the  purposes  of  that  institu- 
tion, no  account  of  the  application  of 
which  was  laid  before  the  house,  nor  the 
interest  of  that  sum,  which  ousht  ^Iso  to 
be^  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  esta- 
blishment. He  said,^that  a  great  waste  of 
the  public  money  already  granted  had 
'  been  committed,  in  payins  a  large  salary 
and  allowances  to  an  useless  and  unne- 
cessary officer ;  namely/  the  Auditor ;  and 
expended  in  building  for  him -a  house, 
with  extensive  gardens  and  offices.  There 
Xvasno  such  officer  in  the  Military  Asylum, 
and  he  thought  this  a  wasteful  profusion 
of  public  money  ;  and  towards  a  clergy- 
man, too,  who  possessed  two  valuable 
livings  in  Ireland,  upon  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  reside,  and  which,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  act  lately  passed  in  that  house,  he 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  do.  He  objected 
also  to  the  employment  of  a  sui^eon  with 
a  large  salary,  house,  and  offices,  who 
never  had  been  in  the  navy  ;  because  he 
thought,  that  all  officers  of  a  naval  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  naval  men,  and  that  this 
institution,  by  employing  men  wholly  un- 
connected with  the  navy,  was  rather  a 
discouragement  to  the  navy  than  other* 
wise. 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  hon.  baronet  could  expect  that  a 
sum  of  50,000/.  which  was  the  donation  of 
private  persons,  and  given  expressly  on 
the  condition  of  providing  for  such  chil- 
dren of  seamen  as  they  should  recommend, 
was  to  be  .applied  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  quite  different  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  building  now  adopted  by  his  ma- 
jesty, and  sanctioned  by  parliament.  He 
.  was  ready  to  give  the  hon.  admiral  credit 
for  the  friendship  he  had  always  professed 
-  towairds  the  navy  ;  but  was  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  recox^cile  that  profession  with  the 


hon*  admirars  opposition  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  building  of  an  Institution^ 
where  1000  children,  the  <orphanit  of  sea- 
men, were  to  be  provided  foo  and  which 
must  actually  be  stopt,  if  the  means  were 
not  immediately  granted  for  continuing 
the   business  df  architecture ;   and  this 
merely  because  two  gentlemen  were  em- 
ployed as  officers  in  the  Institntion,  who 
were  not  actually  naval  men.     He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  thi^  perse- 
vering opposition  from  the  hon.  admiral, 
who,  while  he  professed  a  zeal  for  the  in- 
terests of  officers  in  the  navy,  was  actually, 
in  efiect,  endeavouring  to  impede  objects 
most  interesting  to  the  feelings  of '  those 
officers.    There  was  a  school  instituted  at 
Greenwich  Hospital,  designed  originally 
for  the  sons  of  naval  officers,  to  the  number 
of  200.     That  school  was  now  full,   but 
not  entirely  with  the  children  of  offiK^ers; 
of  whom  there  were  but  75,  the  rest  being 
the  sons  of  common  seamen ;  and  for  want 
of  room  the  son  of  an  admiral  was  now 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with'one 
of  those  common  boys.    It  was  designed 
to  remove  from  the  school  to  the  Asylum  all 
the  children  of  common  seamen,  so  as  to 
leave  the  Institution  free  for  the  full  num- 
ber of  officers'  children ;  and  yet  to  this 
intention,  the  hon.  admiral  was,  in  efiect, 
ofiering  every  opposition  in  his  power. 
As  to  the  gentleman  who  filled  the  office 
of  Auditor,  he  was  not  employed  by  the 
present  commissioners ;  they  found  him  in 
the  employment,  while  under  private  di- 
rection, and  they  thought  it  no^  right  to 
discontinue  him.     But  he  begged  leave  to 
say,  there  was  an  -officer  in  the  Military 
Asylum  to  execute  the  same  duties,  but  he 
was  under  the  denomination  of  'Treasurer. 
The  Auditor  was  personally  quite  a  stran- 
ger to  him,  except  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  he  had  himself-  inspected  the  hoHse 
and  garden  allotted,  and  thought  them  by 
no  means  unreasonable  for  the  person  who 
filled  the  situation.     But  as  to  his  liyings 
in  Ireland,  ^nd  his  own  residence  there,  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question,  so 
long  as  he  was  obliged,  by  the  stt'iot  rules 
of  the  Asylum,  to  be  constantly  resident 
there,  or  resign  his  situation. 

The  house  then  resdived  into  the  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moving  for  the  sum  of  55,000/. 
for  the  Asylum, 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  his  motives  for 
persevering  were  the  same  which  had 
actuated  him  with  respect  to  Greenwich 
Hospital  \  namely,  to  presorre  the  exclu* 
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1802,  when   he  died/*—''  That  pol 


stye  right  of  the  navy  to  the  official  ap- 
pointments oTiginally  intended  for  them, 
but  which  principle  had  been  shamefully 
violated  in  the  case  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 
The  like  violation  of  principle  had  com- 
menced in  the  Naval  Asylum,  and  if  it  was 
not  resisted  in  the  outset,  lie  should  expect 
shortly  to  see  the  governorship  there  con- 
ferred, perhaps,  upon  some  German  cap- 


as  well  as  justice,  loudly  demands 
vindication  of  the  character  of  Gi 
Britain  in  India,  from  the  reproach  of 
above  transactions;  and  that  the  interc 
if  not  the  preservation,  of  our  empire  tht 
call  for  some  public  act,  which  will  c 
vince  the  native  princes,  that  a  religi 
adherence  to  its  engagements  will,  in 


filled  by  Hanoverian  subalterns  or  Ser- 
jeants, instead  of  British  naval  officers. 
He  would  not,  however,  divide  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Windham  vindicated  the  motives  of 
the  hon.  admiral,  without  entering  into 
the  examination  of  his  objections. — ^The 
Resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

'  [Conduct  of  Marquis  Wellesley — 
Carnatic  Question.]  Sir  T.  Ihrton,  in 
rising  pursuant  to  his  notice,  felt'it  neces- 
sary to  premise  that,  whatever  might  be 
his  individual  impression,  it  was  not  his 
intention,  in  consequence  of  his  deference 
to  the  decision  of  the  house,  to  submit  any 
Resolution  directly  tending  to  criminate 
the  character  of  the  noble  person,  whose 
measures  gave  rise  to  the  Resolutions  he 
had  to  propose.  But  he  considered  it  ne- 
cessary, in  vijidication  of  the  justice  of 
this  country,  that  that  house  should  come 
to  some  Resolution  respecting  the  nature 
and  circumstances  of  the  transactions  in 
the  Carnatic,  and  also  declaratory  of  its 
intention  to  discountenance  such  proceed- 
ings hereafter.    The  hon.  baronet  there- 


tain  of  cavalry,  and  the  minor  situations  |  tore,  characterize  the  British  goverpm 
^•1  J   x^     wT  .   .    _,i__i.  _^  __     Consistently  with  these  sentiments,  anc 

a  time  when  our  implacable  enemy 
tempts  to  justify  his  atrocities  and  desj 
ism  in  Europe  by  the  example  of  our  c 
duct  in  India,  it  is  peculiarly  incumb 
on  the  house,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
England,  to  declare  openly  to  the  woi 
that  the  British  parliament  never  did 
will  countenance  any  act  of  oppress 
and  injustice  in  its  Indian  governme 
And,  as  evidence  of  its  sincerity,  this  hoi 
resolves  forthwith  to  appoint  a  commit 
to  mquire  into  the  before -mentioned  j 
of  the  assumption  of  the  Carnatic,  the 
leged  motives  thereof,  and  the  particul 
of  the  treatment  of  the  family  of  our  Ij 
ally,  the  nabob  Mahomed  Ally,  and  oft 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  the  lawful  s\icces! 
to  the  mu^ud  of  the  Carnatic;  and  tl 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committc 
to  inquire  into,  and  to  report,  whether  ai 
and  what  reparation  can  or  ou<yht  to 
made  to  the  said  family,  for  the  injuri 
they  have  sustained  by  the  usurpation 
the  said  Azeem  ul  Dowlah;  and  that  thi 
may  further  report  their  opinion  by  wh 


fore,  reserving  himself  for   that   oppor-    means  the  British  character  can  be  m( 


tunity  which  would  be  afforded  him  by 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  in  reply, 
should  then  content  himself  with  moving 
his  two  remaining  Resolutions,  as  follows  : 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  that 
the  person  of  the  prince  Ally  Hussein, 
the  rightful  nabob  of  Arcot,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  said  Azeem 
ul  Dowlah,  who  had,  through  the  undue 
exercise  of  the  power  of  the  company, 
usurped  his  dominions ;  and  that  the  said 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  notwithstanding  the 
frequent  remonstrances  and  representa- 
ti<j>ns  made  to  the  British  government, 
by  himself  and  others,  of  the  humiliating 
and  degrading  state  to  which  he  and 
his  family  were  reduced  by  such  con- 
finement; notwithstanding  his  represen- 
tations of  the  imminent  danger  to  his  life, 
which  he  anticipated  from  .being  placed 
in  the  power  of  his  enemy  and  the  usurper 


of  bis  throne;   was  suftJ^red  to  continue    ^andizement  of  his  country  ;  andwhctl 


ia  Auch  cu5lt^y,  until  the  (5th  of  April, 


effectually  rescued  from  the  obloquy  a] 
odium  incurred  from  the  above  coiuii] 
of  its  servants,  and  how  the  British  inU 
ests  in  India  may  be  best  secured  from  i 
jury  thereby.*' 

The  first  Resolution  being  rbad,  the  g 
lery  was  cleared,  and  a  division  took  plac 
Ayes  1 1  ;  Noes  3  k  Majority  23.— ( 
re-entering  the  gallery,  we  found 

Sir  Satfiuel  Romilfy  on  his  legs,  statir 
that  although  convinced  of  the  culpabili 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  he  did  not  impi 
to  him  cormpt  motives  or  personal  fc 
ings.  He  had  acted  in  a  manner  whi 
he  conceived  to  be  for  the  advantage 
the  East  India  company  and  the  countr 
much  was  he  mistaken  in  so  C(mceivin 
But  the  question  was  not  upon  the  moti^ 
by  whieh  the  noble  marquis  was  ac 
ated,  but  whether  what  he  did  was  i 
prompted  by  a  false  ambition  for  the  s 


that  ambition  was  not  gratified  by  the 
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lationTof  every  principle  of  juaUce.   What 
effect  would  such  conduct  baye  on  the 
British  character  ?  It  was  said  the  good  of 
the  country  was  promoted.    It  was  for  the 
house  to  decide  on  this;   the  materials 
>irefe  before  them;  every  paper  was  pro- 
duced ;  tbev  were  masters  of  the  subject, 
and  it  was  for  them  to  determine  whether 
they  should  or  should  not  make  these  ac* 
tions  their  own,  and  sanction  a  policy,  as 
it  appeared  V>  him,  so  remote  irora  wis- 
dom or  justice.    This  was  a  serious  and 
important  question ;  and  for  the  honour  of 
the  British  character,  he  was  grieved  to 
witness  such  a  division  as  had  just  taken 
place.     Of  late  years  many  wicked  and 
designing  men  had,  by  their  writings  and 
actions,  endeavoured  to  bring  the  parlia- 
ment of  th^  country  into  contempt.  They 
had  maliciously .  attempted  to  bring  dis- 
grace on  the  legislature  of  the  empire ; 
but  he  would  seriously  ask,  whether  all 
such  persons  could  do,  or  any  species  of 
malice  or  abuse,  had  one-thousandth  part 
of  the  effect  of  such  a  circumstance  as  this 
going  Qut  on  a  question  which  involved 
tne  national  character  in  the  nearest  de- 
gree for  policy,  justice,  and  humanity, 
with  only  four  or  five  members  more  than 
was  absolutely  requisite  to  decide  on  the 
most  unimportant  ousiness.    This  was  not 
a  sound  for  the  moment,   it  was  not  a 
transaction  to  be  speedily  forgotten.    The 
papers   now  before  them  would  be  read 
and  considered  by  future  ages.    It  was  not 
the  character  oi  the  governor-general  of 
India  alone,  it  was  the  character  of  the 
British  nation  which  would  be  recorded 
and  commented  on  by  the   historian. — 
From  his  pen  it   would  appear  to   fu-* 
ture  times,  that  afler  a  lapse  of  years, 
the  affiiirs  of  the  Camatic  were  bit)ught 
before  the  British  parliament ;  that  every 
paper  and  species  of  information  was  in 
their  view ;  that  the  subject  had  been  fre- 
quently and  amply  discussed;   and  that 
even  such  was  the  notoriety  of  the  circum- 
stances, that  not  a  aingle  member  could  be 
escused  for  not  being  perfectly  conversant 
with  them.    It  would  then  be  seen  that 
they  had  not  the  manliness  to  adopt  and 
applaud  those  measures,  but  that  they  en- 
deavoured to  get  rid  of  a  decision  upon 
them  by  misierable  previous  questions,  and 
o^er  unworthy  expedients.    It  would  be 
seen- that  the  very  confidential  ministers  of 
the  crown  had  never  delivered  their  opinions 
on  these  vast  objects  of  policy  and  justice, 
aind  those  who  read  the  story  would  won- 
der what  sul^ect  could  possibly  be  of  suf- 


ficient importance  for  them  to  speak  9poa« 
They  would  be  in  amaze,  and  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  divine  how  they  came  repeatedly 
to  vote  with  willing  majorities  on  so  grand 
a  question,  without  ever  having  the  con- 
descension to  express  their  sentiments,  or 
offer  their  reasons  for  so  determining. 
When  he  entered  the  house  he  had  no  de- 
sign of  being  the  first  to  bring  on  this  dis- 
cussioo,  and  was  astonished  to  see  that 
such  a  task  fell  on  him  by  the  tdode  in 
which  the  question  (on  sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton's  last  Resolution)  was  on  the  point  of 
being  disposed  of^  Thus  situated  he  might, 
perhaps,  be  guilty  of  some  repetitions.  He 
would  not,  however,  repeat  the  subsisting 
treaties  between  the  nahob  of  the  Camatic 
and  the  East  India  company,  or  debate  the 
question  whether  he  was  a  sovereign  prince 
or  a  vassal  of  the  company*  In  one  Te$^ 
pect,  at  least,  he  was  independent :  he  was 
put  in  the  situation  of  a  sovereign  prince 
by  the  treaty  negotiated  with  him  by  thf 
company.  Even  after  the  pretended  re^ 
cords  of  his  treachery  were  discovered,  he 
wsis  not  used  as  a  rebel  who  bad  .thrown 
off  his  allegiance,  but,  as  an  independent 
prince,  required  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty. 
— ^The  learned  gent  then  went  into  a  detail 
of  the  papers  round  at  Seringapatam»  and 
read  extracts  from  the  Letter  from  marquis 
Wellesle^  to  lord  Clive,  on  the  occasion 
of  appomting  an  inquiry,  thereupon,  to 
shew  that  a  resolution  was  formed,  whatever 
might  be  the  result  of  that  inquiry,,  to 
seize  the  civil  and  military  goverimieBt  of 
the  Carnatic.  These  letters  were  not  conr 
sidered  as  sufficient  evidence  against  the 
nabob,  or  it  would  have  been  unnecessary 
to  examine  witnesses  on  the  occasion ;  nei« 
ther  did  the  evidence  of  Ally  Rhezzi  prove 
that  the  nabob  was  hostile  to  the  British ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  shewed  .^lat  the  most 
decided  enmity  subsisted  between  him  and 
Tippoo.  It  was,  therefoi-e,  monstrous  to 
say  that  there ,  was  any  thing  in  these 
proo^  as  they  were  called,  to  affect  the 
nabob. — He  then  commented  at  length  on 
the  instructions  given  to  the  commissioDers 
appointed  to  examine  the  witnesses,  and 
asserted,  from  the  parts  he  read,  that  they 
were  intended  to  intimidate  theips  to  give 
such  evidence  as  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  company,  upon  whom  they  wei*e  en- 
tirely dependant.  Such  witnesses  would 
not  have  been  received  in  this  country, 
and  he  was  glad  to  see  his  learned  friend 
(the  solicitor  general)  taking  notes  of  what 
he  said,  as,  being  acci^tomed  to  the  jns^ 
tice  of  Britain,  he  W9fM  deiJ^tlessbefrf)- 
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pwred  to  shew  that  equal  justice  had  heen 
distributed  in  India.  This  examination 
must  have  been  either  judicial,  in  which 
case  the  accused  person  ou^ht  to  have 
been  heard  in  his  defence,  or  it  must  have 
been  tor  the  purpose  of  publishing  to  the 
world  a  justification  of  the  future  measures 
adopted  in  consequence  of  it.  If  the  latter, 
il  was  more  than  CTer  incumbent  on  the 
commissioners  to  be  careful  that  no  grouhds 
of  doubt  should  be  lei^.  Bat  what  was  the 
case  ?  The  examinations,  though  taken  in 
the  Perstc  language,  were  put  down  in 
English,  and  the  reason  assigned  for  this 
was,  thatfirom  the  first  question  put  to  Ally 
Rhezzi,  the  examination,  it  was  found, 
would  not  take  the  turn  expected.  Thus, 
when  erery  thing  turned  on  the  construc- 
tion of  an  ambiguous  sentence,  and  whe- 
ther certain  words  were  meant  as  compli- 
ments, or  had  some  concealed  meanmg, 
instead  of  writing  down  these  words,  the 
commissioners  exercised  their  discretion, 
and  translated  them  into  another  language. 
Both  the  witnesses  examined  fully  excul- 

gated  the  nabob.  The  evidence  of  Ally 
hes^i  went  to  prove  nothing*  and  that  of 
Gholaum  Ally  Khan  was  reported  by  the 
commissioners  to  be  full  of  contradictions. 
But  what  was  the  construction  put  on 
these  examinations  by  lord  Wellesley? 
He  would  not  give  up  his  favourite  hypo- 
thesis against  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
but  he  said,  ''  Because  thelie  witnesses  will 
give  no  material  evidence,  they  must  have 
a  knowledge  of  some  atrocious  feet,  which 
not  even  our  assurances  of  personal  for- 
giveness, and  even  reward,  will  induce 
them  to  disclose/  He  would  venture  to 
say,  that  such  a  construction  as  this  was 
unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  injustice.  The 
collection  of  the  judicial  atrocities  of  the 
darkest  times,  compiled  by  Vohaire,  did 
fkot  contain  such  a  feet  Although  it  was 
known  to  the  witnesses  that  the  more  atro- 
cious their  discoveries  were,  the  more 
agreeable  it  would  be  to  those  on  whom 
they  depended,  yet,  with  all  the  promises 
and  threats  held  out  in  the  Instructions 
before  their  eyes,  they  did  not  confirm  a 
single  suspicion  entertained  of  the  con- 
nection betvi'een  Omdut  ul  Omrah  and 
Tippoo  Sultan.  There  were  other  wit- 
nesses examined,  but  because  their  testi- 
mony did  not  establish  any  fact  consonant 
to  thle  wishes  of  the  governor-general,  no 
TM>tice  was  taken  of  the  fects  they  com- 
muoicated. — ^The  learned  gent,  now  turned 
his  attention  to  the  Cypher,  and  com- 
M  on  the* very  great  improbability  of 


any  such  mode  of  correspondence  b 
adopted  in  a  communication  on  indiiFt 
subjects,  if  even  it  had  been  intende 
the  vehicle  for  secret  matters.     It 
monstrous  and  ridiculous  to  say,  that  t 
was  any  thing  mysterious  m  this,  w 
all  the  mystery  consisted  in  calling  Tij 
'  the  pillar  ot*  the  faithful,*  the  Eng 
'  the  new  comers/  and  Wallajah,  * 
well-wisher  of  mankind.'    By  the  s; 
role  Gibbon's  History  might  be  callc 
cypher,  when  the  attributes  of  pen 
were  assigned  to  them  as  names,  as  Vir^ 
being  called  '  the  poet,'  and  Claudius  ' 
emperor.*^    If  such  serious  and  melancl 
consequences  had  not  followed  from  s 
proceedings,  they  would  have  been  m 
worthy  of  ridicule  than  serious  discussi 
and  might,  instead  of  having  resemble 
tragedy  of  Racine,  have  ha^  the  appc 
ance  of  a  foolish  tale.    When  the  enqu 
Was  first  instituted,  the  object  was  s 
to  be,  to  guard  against  the  power  i 
treachery  of  Omdut  ul  Omi*ah ;  but  fi* 
his  death  happening  in  the  interim,  \ 
same  design  was  executed  against  a  ch 
who  could  have  no  power,  nor  be  suppoi 
disaff*ected  towards  the  British.     Bef< 
these  measures  could  be  justified,  it  ou^ 
to  be  proved,  that  the  son  was  a  pai 
with  the  father  (if  he  was  guilty),  inste 
of  having  recourse  to  that  monstrous  pj 
position,  which  was  laid  down  to  the  t 
tbrtunate  Ally  Hussein,  namely,  that  O 
dut  ul  Omrah  having  acted  in  such  a  ma 
ner  as  to  become  a  public  enemy,  he,  1 
child,  by  inheritance,  entered  into  the  cc 
dition  of  his  father.    But  this  curious  a; 
unfounded  principle  of  national  law  d 
not  enter  into  the  conception  of  the  pi 
ties,  till  occasion  called  on  them  for  sor 
such  apology.      If  Ally  Hussein  wot 
have  consented  to  become  the  '  proper  i 
strument'  of  the  governor  general,  it  wot 
never  have  been  heard  of,  nor  would  the 
delicate  hints  of  his  not  bemg  the  son 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  have  been  circu1at< 
Azeem  ul  Dowlah,  now  said  to  be  the  Ie£ 
heir,  would  have  been  left  to  the  pover 
and  obscurity  from  which  he  was  elevat 
to  the  mtisnud.    Twenty  four  hours  w€ 
given  for  the  unfortunate  prince  to  det< 
mine  on  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  i 
fered  him  by  the  Company.    This  v 
called  a  treaty,  but  it  was  not  so :  it  mig 
be  a  cession,  or  a  surrender,  but  could  i 
be  called  a  treaty,  where  one  of  the  cc 
tracfing  parties  gave  up  independam 
and  indeed  every  thing  he  possessed.    7 
prince,  young  as  he  was,  determined  x 
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to  disgrace  the  memory  of  his  jfatber ;  he 
rejected  the  proposal :  and  if  there  was  a 
heart  in  the  house,  not  entirely  devoid  of 

m 

'  humanity,  they  must  feel  in  the  most  acute 
manner,  when  he  read  the  narrative,  giv- . 
ing  an  account  of  his  noble  behaviour. 
Here  the  leaincd  gent,  read  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  prince  Ally  Hussein, 
as  transmitted  by  lord  Clive.  It  had  been, 
often  observed,  that  there  was  but  a  short, 
interval  between  the  jdeposition  from  the. 
throne,  and  the  grave  ;  it  was  verified  in 
this  case.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
violence  was  used,  only  that  so  it  hap- 
pened. The  defenders  of  the  measure  said 
it  was  good  for  humanity  and  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Carnatic,  to  have  an  Eu- 
ropean  substituted  for  a  native  govern- 
ment. If  this  were  true,  it  ought  to  have 
been  done  openly,  and  by  force,  and  not 
by  having  recourse  to  base  arts,  false  pre- 
tences, and  a  mockery  of  justice.  He 
hoped  some  of  the  ministers  would  now 
break  silence,  and  give  a  satisfactory  state- 
ment of  ah  afiair  which  seemed  so  horri- 
ble to  those  who  agreed  with  him.  .  He 
qould  wish  the  statesmen  among  them  to 
defend  its  policy,  and  his  learned  friend 
(the  solicitor  general)  to  shew  that  it  was 
liot  a  perversion  of  justice.  How  could 
they  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences,  to 
give  silent  votes  on  what  So  deeply  con- 
cerned the  character  of  that  empire  of 
which  they  were  chosen  the  directors? 
For  this  was  not  a  vote  upon  the  conduct 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  but  upon  the  honour 
of  the  British  nation.  It  was  to  declare, 
whether  the  acts  of  government  in  India 
were  consistent  wnth  British  justice,  and 
to  give  an  example  to  all  future  governors 
in  India.  It  was  either  to  tell  them  that 
we  were  determined  to  be  just,  or  that  the 
house  would  sanction  and  approve  of  seiz- 
ing the  dominions  of  our  allies,  and  of 
violating  every  principle  of  justice  and 
humanity. 

Lord  Castkrcagh  observed,  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  this  question  was  discus- 
sed, it  might  be  supposed  that  it  was  only 
in  its  commencement ;  but  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  whether  they  could  so  soon  for- 
get that  the  house  had  already  come  to  a 
grave  decision  upon  it  ?  The  house  had  re- 
solved, by  a  great  majority,  that  there  was 
no  ground  whatever  for  the  most  material 
part  of  the  charges  relative  to  the  Carnatic 
question,  and  negatived  the  motions  con- 
taining such  charges.  The  house  was  then 
ifi  the  singular  situation  of  being  called  on 
to  give  redress  in  a  transaction,  of  which 


it  had  already  by  its  vote  expressed  ks 
approbation.    No  question  had  ever  met 
with  a  more  marked  decision  on  the  part 
of  parliament  than  the  present,  if  he  was 
to  take  the  sense  of  parliament  from  num- 
bers.   The  learned  gent,  who  spoke  last 
observed,  that  ministers  had  taken  no  pari 
in  this  discussion.    That  was  not  precisely 
the  fact;  but  if  they  tpok  so  small  a^ari, 
it  did  not  arise  from  any  want  of  convic-t 
tion  as  to  the  opinion  they  entertained  on 
the  subject.     For,  his  own  part,  he  enter- 
tained great  doubts  whether  the  speech  of 
the  learned  gent,  would,  produce  any  good. 
Did  he  think  any  public  utility  could  arise 
from  the  house  of  commons .  reversing  the 
decision  it  had  come,  to  ?    and  if  he  diU» 
ought  he  not  to  blush  at  the  idea  of  hi» 
friends  not  havii^g  brought  the  qiiestion 
forward  before  this,  time  ?    Did  he  think 
that  the  house  CQuld  so  far  forget  its  cha^ 
racter  as  to  reverse  a  decision  it  had  so 
lately  made?  If  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  hart,  he  ought  to  more  th^n  blush 
that  no  effort  had  been  made  before  tbi$ 
time  to  call  the  attention  of  parliament,  to 
a  transaction  which  had.  oceijirred  so  many 
years  ago.    If  his  object  "^'^i^  to  blacken 
the  character  of  the   British  parliament 
throughout  Europe,  and  to  shake  the  faith, 
of  the  country  by  this  .posthomous  e£brt 
of  his  faculties,  never  were  faculties  le&s 
usefully  directed.     He  could  sot  see  any 
reason  of  practical  utility  that  could  have 
induced  him  to  pursue  this  course ;  unless 
it  was  to  establish  a  maxiin,  which  ha4 
already  been  held  forth  in  that  house,  that 
every  man  who  wentoutto  India  disjcarded 
all  ideas  of  public  virtue  from  his  m.ind. 
He  could  not  suppose  .a  greater  injustice 
than  to  hold  forth  a  notion  that  individuals 
of  high  situations,  would  so  far .  forget 
every  thing  due  to  themselves  and  Uieir 
country,  as  to  abandon  the  pri(iciples  by 
which  they  had  acted  all  their  lives  before. 
The  house  was  now  examining  a  transac- 
tion which  took  place  in  1 801.    Five  years 
ago  a  charge  was  made  against  the  indi- 
viduals  concerned    in    that    transaction. 
Their  character  was  not  to  be  trifled  with, 
their  innocence  was  to  be  presumed  until 
the. contrary  was  proved.     For  years  the 
"^question  remained  asleep,  until  the  hon. 
bart.  took  it  up ;  and  would  he  now  con- 
tend or  suppose  that  persons  were  not  to 
be  found  in  that  house  who  would  have 
pressed  this  subject  long  before,  if  it  was 
of  that  quality  which  some  gentlemen  sup- 
posed ?  Would  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Sheridan)  have  suG^red  thi«;  sub*. 
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ject  to  bfeat  resi  for  four  years  if  fie  thought 
he  could  have  made  out  a  case?    That 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  on  a  former  day, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  har- 
mony which  prevailed  in  the  government 
which  he  supported.    Did  he  mean,  then, 
to  impute  to  that  government  such  gross 
negligence,  and  such  an  abandonment  of 
uU  the  principles  of  justice,  as  to  suppose 
they  would  have  passed  over  without  notice 
this  transaction,  were  it  so  nefarious  a  one 
as  it  was  described  to  be?    Would  the 
right  hon.   gent,  have  sacrificed  such  a 
question  as  this  to  the  convenience  of  a 
party  ?    Was  it  likely  that  he,  who  had 
taken  so  distinguished^ a  part  in  almost 
all   other  questions  where  there  were  im- 
putations of  gross  iiijustice  against  indi- 
viduals, would  have  committed  such  an 
abandonment  of  his  public  diUy  as  not  to 
come  forward  and  vindicate  the  national 
character  ?  lie  was  not  disposed  to  rest 
this  question  on  any  thing  like  personal 
authority,  but  he  was  justified  in  supposing, 
that  had  it  been  such  as  was  lately  descri- 
bed, it  would  have  been  brought  forward 
by  others  long  before  this  time.     He  had, 
however,  much  better  evidence,  namely, 
tliat  which  was  contained  in  the  papers 
tiiLMuselves.     To  go  into  a  detail  of  these 
papers  would  extendthe  discussion  far  be- 
yond the  limits  of  a  single  debate.     He 
would  merely  state  his  view  of  the  outline 
of  the  business,  without  pressing  on  the 
patience  of  the  house.     The  question  could 
only  be  argued  on  the  ground  of  a  treaty. 
He  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  the  sove- 
cigns  in  India  were  not  possessed  of  rights 
vhich  the  British  government  could  not 
shake,  without  committing  acts  of  injus- 
tice.    But  the  question  now  to  be  consi- 
dered was  a  mere  question  of  treaty,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  argue,  that  in  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Arcot  government,  there 
were  stipulations  which  prohibited  the  na- 
bob of  Arcot  from  holding  any  correspon- 
dence whatever  wuh  any  native  power, 
unless  the  consent  of  the  British   govern- 
ment was  previously  obtained.      He  sus- 
pected that  the  learned  gent,  was  not  able 
to  make  a  connected  defence  for  the  princes 
of  the  Caruatic,  in   consequence    of  his 
having  taken  up  the  question  in  this  man- 
ner, and  of  his  having,  at  the  end  of  his 
speech,  entered  into  a  dramatic  declama- 
tion on  the  interval  between  the  imprison- 
ment and  the  death  of  princes.     This  allu- 
»QR<|piild  not  have  applied  to  the  question  ; 
sMi&erefnrA  in  making  it,  the  learned 
gtjBfr  have  been  wasting  hit 
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strength.     He  contended  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  marquis  Wellesley  to  rest 
safety  of  tlie  British  dominions  in  In 
on  any  rule  of  proceeding  which  migh 
laid  down  in  parliament,  but  on  thegen< 
principles  of  policy   and   jurisprudti 
The  learned    hart,  had   argued  that 
grounds  on  which  the  removal  of  the 
mily  of  Arcot  had  taken  place,  were  c 
trary  to  the  rules  of  evidence ;  but  he 
not  consider  that  it  was  not  a  question 
tween  one  subject  and  another,  or  betw 
a  sovereign  and  a  subject,  but  that 
were  trying  a  question  with  a  sovere 
prince,  with  a  co-estate.     Lord  Welles! 
therefore,  could  only  act  on  the  princij 
of  the  laws  of  nations ;  on  those  principij 
according  to  which  a  •declaration  of  y 
would  be  justified.  When  the  public  sal 
required  any  particular  mode  of  procet 
ing,  it  was  not  neces.sary  to  have  such  e 
dence  as  would  be  required  in  a  court 
justice.  When  during  a  period  of  profou 
peace,  Sebastiaui  had  been  sent  by  Buoii 
parte  to  Egypt  to  shake  the  foundation 
all  our  political  and  commercial  relatic 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  did  the  house 
commons,  at  the  time  the  question  of  v 
came  to  be  discussed,  require  any  m( 
evidence  of  that  fact  than  public  rumou 
They  merely  went  on  the  question  of  f 
presumption,  in  judging  as  to  what  wc 
the  views  of  the  enemy.     When  a  treasc 
able  correspondence  was  carried  on  I 
tween  certain  persons  in  Irelard,  and  oil 
persons  at  Paris,  it  did  not  require  t 
strict  rules  of  evidence  to  detect  it, .  Nu 
what  were  the  circumstance.s  that  cai 
out  in  evidence  at  Madras?    Would  t 
learned  gent,  say,  that  no  documents  I 
those  on  the  table  hu,d  been  found  at  ^ 
ringapatam  ?  The  princes  of  the  Carna 
did  acknowledge,  that  they  carried  on 
correspondence  with  the  govefnment 
Mysore,  and  he  wished  gentlemen  to  s 
u  hat  was  the  nature  of  this  correspondent 
and  how  far  it  was  a  breach  of  the  trea 
that  existed  between  the  British  govei 
ment  and  the  nabob.     The  first  period 
which  the  correspondence  took  place,  v 
in  the  year  17y;^.     Whatever  the  nati 
of  the  correspondence  might  be,  it  m» 
however,  be  allowed,  that  the  same  havi 
been  carried  on  at  the  time  of  the  trei 
made  by   lord  Cornwall  is,  it  was  ain| 
sufticient  to  justify  the  jealousy  of  i 
government;  and  marquis  VVeilealcy  woi 
have  acted  a  strange  confididig  part,  hi( 


ly  detrimental  to  our  interests,  if,  at 
3  O 
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the  discovery  of  such  correspondence. 
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fcad  left' th6  goremment  of  the  Carnattc 
where  he  foand  it.  Here  the  noble  lord 
deferred  to  the  several  letters  written  by 
the  nabob  to  the  prince  of  Mysore  ;  and 
said  he  should  prove  that  the  nabob  of  the 
Caniatic  knew  these  letters  were  in  diiect 
violation  of  the  treaty.  They  were  not 
letters  of  mere  compliment,  but  they  were 
communications  of  political  impoitance, 
which  he  knew  he  could  not  openly  con- 
vey without  breaking  the  treaty.  But 
iktij  were  made  privately;  and  if  the 
nabob  only  wanted  to  convey  expressions 
of  mere  civility,  as  were  stated^  that  might 
be  easily  done  upon  giving  a  proper  inti- 
mation to  the  government.  It  was  said, 
that  the  correspondence  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  abotit  a  marriage  between 
the  two  families.  If  that  was  the  case, 
what  occasion  was  there  for  making  use 
of  a  private  cypher,  which  had  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  a  marriage  ?  It  was  a 
cypher  by  which  hatred  had  generally 
been  expressed  by  the  native  powers  to 
the  British  government,  and  that  was  a 
.curious  sign  to  make  use  of  in  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  marriage.  Although,  3vhen  he 
first  read  these  papers,  it  was  impossible 
far  him  to  think  that  they  were  an  inno- 
cent correspondence,  yet,  from  his  inti- 
mate habits  of  intercourse  with  lord  Com- 
wallis,  he  inquired  particularly  of  that 
noble  person  what  was  his  private  opinion 
as  to  this  supposed  treaty  of  marriage,  and 
what  his  knowledge  was  of  that  transac- 
tion. He  expressly  stated  he  had  never 
heard  of  any  such  treaty  of  marriage, 
although  he  was  said  to  have  been  privy 
to  the  treaty.     It  had  been  asked  what 

food  or  what  object  could  Mahomed  Ally 
ave  attained,  by  conspiring  with  the 
Mysore  government  against  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain;  particularly  so,  when 
he  was  a  man  of  good  understanding,  and 
must  haveknown  now  fruitless  his  attempts 
might  be  ?  It  was  no  difficult  thing  to 
suppose,  that  the  family  of  Arcot  could 
have  taken  such  a  view  of  their  right  to 
empire  in  that  country,  as  might  make 
them  indulge  a  feeling  that  the  effective 
dominion  of  that  country  ought  to  belong 
to  them,  and  not  to  the  India  company. 
They  might,  partly  from  a  feeling  of 
ambition  or  mortified  pride,  and  religious 
prejudices,  imagine  J;hat  they  might  have 
a  more  extended  sovereignty  over  the 
country,  and  shake  the  power  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  These  views  might  in- 
duce them  to  correspond  with  the  Mysore 
government.    Mahomed  Ally,  in  a  letter 


to  Hyder,  spoke  of  arms  ;  here  there  wat 
nothing  about  a  marriage,  the  letter  talked 
of  their  long  enjoying  the  prospect  of  the 
sea  from  an  eminence.  What  could  that 
mean  but  a  secret  wish  that  the  English 
gentlemen  (to  use  their  own  expression) 
should  be  expelled  from  the  eountry,  so 
that  they  might  have  an  uninterrupted 
possession  of  the  whole  ?  But  this  was 
not  the  only  political  correspondence  that 
took  place  between  the  Arcot  family  and 
the  family  that  was  hostile  to  the  English 
interests  in  India.  A  rooted  jealousy  and 
hostility  of  the  British  power  could  plainly 
be  collected  from  the  whole  correspon- 
dence. It  was  a  wise  jealousy  of  lord 
Wellesley  to  take  alarm  at  this  corres« 
pondence. '  He  was  persuaded  there  was 
most  evident  proof  of  hostility  ;  yet  it 
did  not  rest  on  lord  Wellesley's  judg- 
ment alone,  but  was  the  favourite  opinion 
of  every  governor  in  that  country,  that  the 
family  of  Arcot,  as  well  as  the  Mysore, 
were  plotting  the  overthrow  of  the  British 
power.  When  lord  Macartney  took  the 
government  of  Madras  upon  him,  no  man 
could  act  with  more  deliberate  and  disin- 
terested justice,  nor  with  a  greater  desire 
to  conciliate  the  native  powers.  Yet  he 
afterwards  declared  that  the  family  of 
Arcot  was  hostile  to  us,  and  nothing  but 
its  deposition  could  produce  tran(|uiility 
for  us  in  India.  Sucn  was  likewise  the 
opinion  of  lord  Clive  ;  and  at  last  lord 
Wellesley  was  so  convinced  of  it,  by  the 
evidence  he  had  before  him  in  India,  that 
he  proposed  in  council  to  do  the  act 
which  was  done.  He  saw  that  this  family 
denied  us  all  succour ;  that  they  were 
acting  with  hostility  in  every  instance  ; 
and  therefore  his  decision  did  not  rest  on 
the  opinion  of  those  governors  who  went 
before  him,  but  on  his  own  immediate 
observation.  The  very  arrangement'  now 
so  much  reprobated  as  injurious  to  the 
British  character,  was  the  same  which 
lord  CornwallLs  had  recommended  before' 
that  time  as  necessary  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  as  beneficial  to  both  the  parties.  If 
it  should  be  contended,  that  the  punish* 
ment  went  beyond  the  measure  of  fair  se- 
curity, there  might  be  an  argument  as  to 
the  question  of  the  punishment. .  But  he 
would  examine  whether,  it  went  much  be« 
yond  the  treaty  of  1792.  In  the  treaty^ 
lord  Comw^is  incorpon^ed  a  condition, 
that  the  wholei  adiflinist^tion  of  the  Car- 
natic  should,  in  case  of  war,  be  taken  iftto 
the  hands  of  the  British.  Tlie  whole  mili- 
i&fy  and  civil  power  of  the  state  was  to 
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h^  in  oar  hands.  At  length*  when  the 
treason  between  father  and  son  came  to 
li^ht,  did  lord  Wellesley  push  the  right 
lie  possessed  to  an  extent  that  could  be 
called  sererity  ?  The  only  difference  was, 
that  he  did  that  in  thne  of  peace  which  by 
treaty  he  was  entitled  to  do  in  time  of  war. 
The  defective  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
perfectly  justified  them  in  their  departing 
from  it.  The  next  question  was,  whether 
it  could  be  considered  as  harsh  to  extend 
the  severity  exercised  towards  tlie  father 
to  the  sons  of  the  nabob.  The  learned 
gentleman  who  argued  so  much  on  cri-^ 
minal  law,  knew  very  well  that  in  cases  of 
treason,  under  which  principle  this  ques- 
tion must  be  decided,  the  innocent  must 
be  involved  in  the  consequences  of  the 

foilt  of  others.  When  the  house  of 
tuart  was  driven  from  the  throne  of  this 
country,  the  whole  of  the  descendants 
were  excluded  also.  It  cannot  b.e  sup- 
posed, that  such  descendants  would  hold 
different  sentiments  from  their  ancestors. 
-Was- it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  son  of 
Mahomed  Ally  would  not  entertain  the 
same  hostility  against  us  which  his  father 
had  done  ?  and  could  lord  Wellesley 
suffer  him,  consistently  with  the  British 
interests  in  India,  to  remain  on  the  throne 
from  which  his  father  had  been  removed  ? 
He  might  .have  had  a  disposition  favour- 
able to  the  British,  but  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  tribe  of  harpies,  who  had  claims  and 
expectations  upon  him  ;  who  altered  his 
disposition,  ana  persuaded  him  to  think 
that  justice  would  be  done  him  in  Eng- 
land. How  was  it  possible,,  under  such 
circumstances^  to  expect  friendly  senti- 
ments from  a  person  so  beset,  and  with  in- 
terested defendants,  so  perverted  in  his 
station  ?  He  was  sure,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gent  had  a  just  view  of  this  question, 
nothing  would  have  induced  him  to  let  it 
sleep  for  the  space  of  four  years.  After 
the  practical  decision  of  parliament  was 
twice  had  on  this  subject,  he  greatly  la- 
mented it  was  ajsain  brought  forward,  it 
had  the  eflfect  of  lowering  the  character  of 
the  country  and  of  the  parliament,  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  countries;  because  fo- 
,reignen  were  repeatedly  told  the  British 
government  were  giving  sanction  to  those 
principles  that  chmcterized  the  conduct 
of  the  ruler  of  France.  It  would  be  a 
fttal  mora!  to  hold  out  to  the  world,  and 
was  h"  ^  injustice,>to  attempt  to 

fUA  uracter  of  such  men  as 

kfd  )r  they  had  performed 

M»WKi  UQxlaty,  in  high  situ- 


ations, without  giving  them  an  opportun 
of  vindicating  themselves ;  and  thus 
represent  the  British  governors  as  hav 
committed,  and  the  government  as  giv 
sanction  to,  enormities  similar  to  th 
practised  by  our  enemies.  For  a  coi 
derable  time,  the  attention  of  parliam 
had  been  occupied  in  hearing  charges 
this  kind,  accompanied  with  strong  a 

fations,  which  it  was  difficult  to  refi 
.  brtunately,  however,  lord  ^ye]lesley  I 
now  completely  vindicated  his  charac 
and  he  was  now  so  completely  in  p 
session  of  the  public  opinion,  that  evi 
possible  degree  of  confidence  might 
reposed  in  nim  ;  and  his  character  st< 
higher  than  ever  it  had  done  before. 

Wr.  Shmdan  felt,  that  afler  the  perso 
allusions  so  frequently  made  to  him, 
should  not  act  respectfully  towards 
noble  lord,  if  he  continued  silent  on 
present  occasion.  The  noble  lord  c( 
eluded  a  speech,  filled  with  tlie  Strang 
and  most  monstrous  doctrines  he  had  e 
heard,  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  just 
of  the  house,  calling  upon  it  not  to  ei 
blish  so  bad  a  moral  as  that  of  expos 
the  delinquency  of  public  servants^ 
fear  their  conduct  should  be  compa 
with  the  enormities  of  our  enemies, 
was  with  reluctance  he  entered  on  an}! 
the  enormities  committed  in  India, 
making  such  a  declaration,  the  noble  I 
was  not  aware  of  the  libel  which  he  p 
nounced  on  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  who  \ 
lately  chief  justice  in  India.  Here  I 
Sheridan  quoted  a  speech  delivered  at ) 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  impeachment, 
Mr.  (now  sir  John)  Anstruther,  in  wh 
that  gent,  dwelt  on  the  enormities  pr 
tised  m  India,  and  insisted  on  the  nee 
sity  of  investigation  and  punishment.  J 
now  the  house  was  to  undferstand,  from  i 
speech  of  the  noble  lord,  that  no  goven 
in  India,  let  his  crimes  be  ever  so  grc 
was  to  have  his  conduct  at  all  inquii 
into.  He  maintained,  diat  the  best  w 
to  hold  out  to  the  world  that  we  practis 
no  enormities,  was  to  punish  those  w 
committed  any.  The  noble  marqt 
whose  conduct  was  now  the  subject 
discussion,  had  lately  made  an  obser 
tion,  that  the  .attack  upon  Copenhagi 
and  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleets  was 
event  at  which  Englishmen  ought  to 
joice,  because  it  would  grieve  Buonapar 
It  was  unwise  in  the  noble  marquis 
make  such  a  declaration ;  because  he  I 
lieved  it  to  be  entirely  the  reverse  of  wl 
was  the  fact.    He  sincerely  believed,  ti 
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Buonaparte  never  felt  mo^:e  joy  at  any 
event  than  what  this  act  of  ours  gave  h  m. 
In  that  act  he  saw  our  character  blended 
with  his  own.    He  found  in  it  an  indemnity 
for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 
The  noble  lord's  code  of  political  morality 
was  the  \<orst  he  had  ever  heard  broached 
in  that  house.     His  desultory  term  '  Will 
o'  the  Wisp  speech '  had  not  put  down  a 
single  argumjL'ut  advanced  by  his  learned 
friend,  to  whom  he  felt  gi*ateful  for  the 
sentiments  he  had  delivered.     He  did  not 
feel  a  wish  to  say  any  thing  uncivil  to- 
■  wards  the  noble  lord,  particularly  so,  after 
the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  the 
noble  lord  spoke  of  him  the  evening  be- 
fore last.     But  he  should  have  supposed, 
had  ho  not  known  his  assiduity,  the  noble 
lord  had  never  read  the  paptrs  relative  to 
this  subject.     He  had  said  that  Ally  Hus- 
sein had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  throne, 
inasmuch  as  he  inherited  the  treason  of  his 
father.     He  could  never  have  been  a  party 
to  a  treason  which  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated to  him,  and  with  which  the  father 
had  not   been  charged  in  his  life-time. 
He  never  knew  a  more  monstrous  attempt 
than  this  to  impose  on  the  credulity  of  the 
public.     There  was  no  analogy  in  this 
case  to  that  of  the  house  of  the  Stuarts,  in 
which  a  country  chose  its  own  magistrates, 
which  every  ^people  had  a  right  to  do; 
but  here  was  an  independent  prince,  who 
was  an  ally ;  and  what  right  had  any  man 
to  say,  that  we  should  dismiss  from  the 
throne  of  his  ancestors  the  lawful  heir  to 
that  throne,  against  whom  no  charge  what- 
ever could  be  made?     But  what. became 
of  all  this  argument,  when  the  fact  was, 
that  Azeem  ui'  Dowlah^was  put  on  the 
musnud  over  the  son  of  a  person  who  was 
actually  proved  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
British  interests  ?     The  noble  lord  shewed 
the  grossest  ignorance  of  the  papers ;  for 
the  very  corjiespondence  he  referred  to 
.  was  carried  on  with  the  consent  of  the 
government  of  Madras.    As  to  the  cypher, 
he  appealed  to  the  hoh.  baronet  who  had 
be'en  chief  justice  in  India,  and  would  ask, 
if  he  would  sufte.r  a  man  to  be  convicted 
on  such  evidence  [sir  John  Anstruther  sig- 
nified that  he.  would  not],  he  was  happy 
to  hear  his  hon.  friend  say  he  would  not. 
Yet  it  was  on  such  evidence,  that  an  inno- 
cent young  prince  was  deprived  of  his 
throne,  and  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
he  lost  his  life.     Mr.  Sheridan  then  read 
some  correspondence,   in  order  to  shew 
that  the  British  government  in  India  con- 
sidered it  as  likely  to   be  favourable  to 


their  interests,  to  have  an  intimate  corres- 
pondence and  connection  carried  on  be- 
tween the  house  of  Arcotand  th«  Mysore. 
It  was  attempted  to  justify  this  transaction, 
on  the  ground  of  state  necessity.     But  this 
act  of  injustice  and  robbery  could  not  be 
an  act  resulting  firom  state  necessity,  be- 
cause there  existed  no  necessity  for  it,  or 
at  least  none  had  been  shewn,  to  influence 
their  decision.     The  right  hon.  gent,  next 
read  some  papers,  to  shew  the  stead}'  at- 
tachment of  the  nabob  to  the  English; 
and  he  defied  any  governor  to  say,  that 
there  existed  the  slightest  proof  of  the 
hostility*  of  the  father  or  the  son,  except 
what  was  extracted  from  the  trash  found 
at  Seringapatam.      The  arguments   that 
had  been  used  to  prove  that  the  nabob  was 
considered  as  a  vassal  to  the  India  com- 
pany, were  as  unjust  as  they  were  un- 
founded.    The  important  documents  on 
the   table   put  that  question  out  of  all 
doubt,  for  it  would  appear  by  an  address 
actually  signed  by  his  majesty,  counter- 
signed by  lord  Cornwallis,  and  addressed 
to  the  nabob,  dated  the  13th  of  May,  1790, 
that  he  was  considered  not  only  as  an  in- 
dependent sovereign,  but  actually  called 
the  '  faithful  ally  and  friend '  of  the  British 
government. in  India.    Here  the  right  hon. 
gent,  read  a  long  extract  from  the  address 
alluded  to,  from  which   it  likei^dse  ap- 
peared that  the  very  first  acre  of  ground 
the   English  became  possessed  of  round 
Madras,  was  acquired  through  the  friend- 
ship of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  yet  he  argued', 
after  such  an  unqualified  declaration  under 
his  majesty's  own  hand,  of  the  independ- 
ency of  this  prince,  such  degrading  lan- 
guage was  to  be  held  out !    .Was  it  to  be 
endured  for  one  single  moment,  that  the 
rights  and  laws'of  nations  were  to  be  th\is 
trampled    upon  with  impunity,   merely 
upon  the  alleged  policy  of  the  measure  ? 
From  a  very  patient  perusal  of  the  very 
important  documents  on  the  table,  they 
established  this  proposition  in  his  mind, 
that  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  any 
suspicion  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  "nabob 
of  Arcot  and  his  son  towards  th6  British 
government.    There  was  one  part  of  thife 
question  which  he  could  not  but  consider, 
as  a  great  dereliction  of  principle  in  the 
noble  marquis.     It  was  Said  that  he  took 
every  possible  care  for  the  protection  of 
Ally  Hussein,  the  deposed  nabob.     Gould 
it  be  thought  for  a  moment,  that  the^de- 
posied  nabob  Would  be  'S£tfe'in*the  hands 
of  a  man  who  threatened  him  with  instant 
death  if  he  ever  attett)p|ted  te*  pegam  the 
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throne  of  his  father^     From  these  cic- 
cumstftnces  he  concluded,  that  the  young 
nabfib  was  not  sate  in  those  hands.     He 
did  not  feel  disposed  even  to  enter  into 
nil  the  motives  that  might  have  actuated 
the  noble  marquis  in  his  conduct,  and  he 
was  less  disposed  to  argue  the  accusation 
urged  against  him  of  his.being  actuated  by 
pecuniary  interests  in  his  administration  ; 
but  looking  at  his  general  conduct  as  a 
governor  of  India,  he  must  say  there  was 
no  parallel  in  the  history  of  that  country 
which  presented  so  unbridled  an  instance 
of  insatiable  ambition.    The  sum  total  of 
%vhat  the  country  knew  of  his  conduct  as 
governor  was,  that  he  succeeded  to  the 
government  after  lord  Cornwallis.      He 
found  India  in  a  great  and  increasing  state 
of  prosperity.      He   found  a  syst^em   of 
equity  and  economy  in  the  public  expen- 
diture, admirably  calculated  for  the  soli- 
dity of  our  establishment  in  that  country. 
But  when  he  left  it,  he  left  behind  liim  an 
example  of  the  most  pernicious  prodigality 
and  profuseness.      When   he  landed,  he 
found  a  disposition  in  the  Company's  ser- 
vants to  revere  the  laws,  and  to  abide  by 
the  decrees  of  his  majesty  ;  but  when  he 
left  it,  the  utmost  contempt  prevailed  of 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Company. 
When  he  went  there,  the  native  powers  of 
India  placed  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
faith  of  the  British  government ;  but  he 
left  them  entertaining  in  their  minds  the 
most  irreconcilable  sentiments  of  disgust 
and  enmity,  on  account  of  its  treachery 
and  oppression.   In  short,  the  result  of  the 
noble  lord's  administration  was  this,  that 
when  he  went  to  India,  he  found  Great 
Britain  without  a'  foe,  and  when  he  de- 
parted, he  left  Great  Britain  without  a 
friend.     Upon  these  grounds  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon   to  say  thus  much,  not 
from  any  personal  enmity  to  the  noble 
marquis,  but  from  a  principle  of  preserv- 
ing his  own  consistency.     He  took  this 
opportunity  of  defending  himself  from  the 
insinuation  thrown  out  by  the  noble  lord 
in  the  commencement  of  his  speec4l,  that 
he  had  departed  fifom  pTiriciple  in  seeming 
to  neglect  the  cause  he  had  so  strenuously 
undertaken  to  lidvocate  on  former  occa- 
sions, by  stating  that  his  sentiments  upon 
this  subject  had  never  been  in  the  least 
altered  from  th^   first  intimation  he   re- 
ceived of  the  oppression  and  tyrannous 
dethronement  or  the  young  nab^b,  and 
the  subsequent  information  that  arriTed  in 
thl»  oountiy  of  hi^  muftier.     On  fhait  oc- 
etiht^'  ym9  BO  h4»n^M«d  Ity  the 


atrocity  of  the  act,  that  be  resolved  imi 
diately  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
causes  of  so  gross  a  violation  of  the  lawi 
civilization  and  humanity.  Circumstan< 
however,  had  prevented  him  from  carry 
the  desired  object  completely  into  etl 
personally.  lie  saw  no  prospect  ther 
pursuing  the  investigation  in  that  admii 
tration,  and  from  these  considerations 
did  not  press  it.  He  had,  however,  moi 
from  time  to  time  for  a  great  number 
documents,  which  must  remove  at  oi 
every  suspicion  of  his  having  cooled 
the  cause.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
fixed  determination  at  all  times  never 
shrink  from  the  task  he  had  imposed  up 
himself,  of  representing  the  T\6b\e  m 
quis's  conduct  in  the  plain  and  unvamisl 
manner  in  which  he  fully  persuaded  hi 
self  the  various  documents  on  the  tal 
exhibited  the  circumstances  of  his  adn 
tration  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Fuller  contended,  that  this  was 
most  extraordinary  discussion,  and  ma 
on  the  opposite  side  a  question  of  pai 
rather  than  of  principle. 

Dr.  Lfoa-ence  supported  the  Resoluti< 
The  proposition  of  the  noble  lord,  that  t 
was  held  to  be  a  grave  question  by  t 
house,  might  well  be  doubted,  if  th 
were  to  judge  from  the  manner  in  whi 
they  had  decided  upon  the  evidence  i 
duced  in  support  of  the  charges  agaii 
the  noble  marquis.  Upon  what  princij 
it  was  that  the  house  intended  to  act  in 
decision  upon  this  subject,  he  was  at  sor 
loss  to  conjecture.  Although  it  might 
argued  in  favour  of  the  noble  marqu 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  motives 
pecuniary  aggrandizement,  yet  there  wc 
a  thousand  other  bad  passions  which  mio 
actuate  a  minister,  equally  as  mischievc 
and  destructive  to  the  interests  of  a  natic 
as  those  connected  w  ith  the  most  sord 
motives.  Inordinate  ambition  mun  on  i 
hands  be  admitted,  in  a  moral  point 
view,  to  be  the  most  pernicious  of  all  t 
passions  that  actuated  the  human  mir 
That  such  •  was  the  motive  of  rtie  not 
marquis  in  bis  administration,  must  depei 
upon  what  degree  of  credit  the  hou 
would  attach  to  the  evidence  of  the  pap« 
on  the  table.  In  bis  opinion,  formed  up 
the  consideration  he  had  given  to  the 
docuntents,  the  accusations  were  una 
swerahle.  Here  the  learned  gent,  cor 
bated  the  argnments  used  to  justify  tl 
policy  adopted  by  this  country  towar 
the  «fc\tive  powers  of  India.  Nothing  w 
vrt^tiunjpst  and  tinprincipkd,  Qothipg  w 
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•more  opponte^  not  only  to  the  law  of  nations 
^ut  those  of  nature,  than  the  system  of 
oppression  practbed  upon  the  onfortunate 
.nabob  of  Arcot ;  whose  rights  and  privi- 
leges were  violated  upon  the  most  unwar- 
ranted and  unjust  pretence  of  having 
broken  a  treaty,  when,  in  fact,  the  most 
barefaced  act  of  tyrannical  policy  ob- 
truded itself  throughout  the  whole  transac- 
tioa»  He  related  the  history  of  the  first 
transactions  of  the  British  government  with 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  until  the  period  of  his 
contracting  his  debt  with  them,  and  de- 
tailed the  various  pretences  urged  by  them 
lor  increasing  that  debt,  which  he  consi- 
dered as  the  over-reaching  principle  which 
universally  characterized  the  conduct  of 
the  India  company's  servants,  and  brought 
tlie  narrattve  down  to  the  period  of  their 
interposition  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Carnatic, 
nnder  the  pretence  of  the  discovery  of  the 
secret  correspondence  with  the  neighbour- 
ing potentates,  for  the  purpose  of  tbrming 
a  confederacy  against  the  British  interest. 
In  considering  the  evidence  in  support  of 
the  allegation,  that  a  violation  of  treaty 
was  the  ground  of  their  interference,  he 
contended  that  there  wa6  a  previous  deter- 
mination of  the  government  of  India  to 
adopt  that  measure  long  before  any  know- 
ledge of  such  pretended  correspondence 
was  received.  He  knew  of  no  law  of  na- 
tions that  could  warrant  so  unjust  an  inter- 
ference on  our  part  upon  presumed  evi- 
dence of  danger.  He  did  not  deny  the 
furinciple  of  self-preservation,  as  the  first 
law  of  nature ;  but  the  fact  of  real  danger 
must  be  clearly  justified  and  substantiated, 
before  we  could  presume  to  vidate  every 
law  both  human  and  divine.  With  i^e- 
spect  to  the  stress  laid  so  sU'ongly  upon 
tae  mysterious  information  contained  in 
the  cypher,  he  argued,  that  there  was  no» 
thing  in  it»  if  the  context  was  considered, 
that  could  justify  such  a  construction  as  that 
put  upon  it  by  the  advocates  of  the  noble 
lord.  This  cypher  was  to  be  used  as  a 
breach  of  treaty,  and  conB^uently  was  not 
a  sufficient  justification  for  the  acts  of 
*  tyrjanny  practised  upon  the  nabob.  The 
treaty  stipulated  that  the  nabob  was  not  to 
^  to  war  without  the  consent  of  the  British 
government.  Now,  supposing  even  that 
this  correspondence  did  conjbain  sentiments 
iif  a  political  Aature,  was  it  just  or  reasona- 
Jble  to  infer  that  any  breach  Of  treaty  with 
4he  British  government  was  meant  ?  He 
was  persua^bd  that  out  of  twenty  letters 
;which  had  passed  from  the  nabob  to  the 
j^er  powers^  his  allies,  not  a  single  phrase 


bad  been  used  whieh  could  s^tacb  to  the 
nabob  any  violation  of  treaty.  Taking 
the  whole  of  the  evidence,  andf  the  argu- 
ments upon  this  question  urged  by  the 
gentlemen  on  the  same  side  m  the  house, 
he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  act 
was  not  founded  m  justice  or  sound  policy, 
which  were  inseparable  from  humanity 
and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the  merits 
of  this  question*  .  He  was  retrained  in 
doing  so,  not  merely  from  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  but  really  from  a  sort  of  despond- 
ence he  entertained  that  any  arguments 
which  could  be  offered  could  have  any 
weight  with  a  majority  of  the  bouse,  who 
seemed,  in  opposition  to  reason  and  evi- 
dence, disposed  to  pass  a  yojle  rather  of 
approbation  than- censure.  He.  could  not 
suffer  the  subject  to  pass  by  vrithout  mak*^ 
ing  0  few  observations  upon  some  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  the  noble  lord.  The 
principle  contended  for  by  the  noble  lord 
in  support  of  the  policy  of  the  East  India 
company  in  India,  reminded  him  of  the 
last  line  of  a  sotig,  written  by  Dr.  Swift  for 
a  highwayman,  '  Every  man  round  may 
rob  if  he  pleases.'  In  the  annals  of  injus- 
tice, and  in  Ibe  <annals  of  romance,  what 
could  be  more  preposterous  than  this  prin- 
ciple ?  In  alluding  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  evidence  upon  this  subject  was  forced 
from  Ally  Rhezzi,  it  was  impossible  to 
come  at  the  truth  by  such  a  mode  of  ex- 
amination as  that  adopted  on  that  occasion. 
The  eifect  of  torture  was  not  to  produce 
truth,  but  to  produce  only  that  which  the 
person  inflicting  torture  wished  to  be  told. 
The  construction  put  upon  this  evidence 
reminded  him  of  a  passage  in  the  works  of 
lord  Shaftesbury,  in  reference  to  torture, 
that  he  would  produce  out  of  the  words, 
'  My  son  Tommy  has  got  the  piles,'  a  * 
very  good  plot  against  the  house  of  Hano- 
ver. He  regretted  extremely  that  the 
house  had  not  the  aid  of  his  learned  friend 
(the  solicitor-^general)  on  this  ^ide  of  the 
motion,,  who  made  so  great  a  figure  on  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  but,  it  would  seem* 
the  principle  by  which  we  were  to  be 
guided,  was  that  the  natives  of  India  had 
no  rights,  that  we  had  no  duties,  and.  that 
all  was  to  depend  upon  the  decision  of  our 
majorities.  He  firmly  believed^  ^hat  for 
the  enormities  committed  by  the  British 
power  in  India,  in  all  the.  enormities  un- 
der all  the  successiv^e  variations  of  the 
French  Beyolution,  and  by  no  means  re- 
cently Undi»r  Buonaparte,  no  parallel  was 
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to  be  foond.  If,  then,  they  could  not 
find  a  parallel  in  Europe  for  the  enormi- 
ties committed  in  India,  how  could  it  be 
supposed  that  the  votes  of  the  house  of 
commoM  were  to  efiect  any  reformation  ? 
He  would  wish  he  could  separate  the  man 
from  the  conduct,  but,  unfoitunately,  both 
must  be  taken  together.  As  to  the  motives 
of  the  noble  marquis,  what  was  the  use  of 
any  enquiry  about  them  ?  A  man  might 
have  a  motive  to  get  money  for  his  family, 
a  laudable  one  to  be  sure ;  but,  then,  if 
the  motive  were  carried  into  effect  by  a 
violation  of  all  justice,  were  we  to  excuse 
him  for  his  motives  ?  The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded  by  lamenting  most  sincerely 
what  had  happened ;  lamenting  that  men 
in  the  situation  he  saw  could  be  found  to 
defend  it ;  and  lamenting  more  than  all, 
that  a  British  parliament  should  sanction 
it.  They  were  not  to  look  at  this  ailair 
with  the  eyes  of  others ;  the  papers  were 
before  them,  and  from  the  decision  they 
gave  there9n,  the  world  would  pronounce 
sentence  upon  them. 

Sir  Thomas  Turtcn,  in  reply,  answered 
the  charges  of  ^mismanagement  of  the 
cause,  that  had  been  brought  ag&inst  him. 
It  was  said,  that  in  opening  the  question, 
be  had  made  use  of  violent  language  and 
personal  invective.  He  referred  to  the 
annals  of  parliament,  and  defied  any  mem- 
ber to  produce  an  instance  where  such  a 
cause  had  ever  been  introduced  with  less 
of  either.  He  had  never  said,  as  had 
been  asserted,  that  no  man  ever  returned 
from  India  either  honourable  or  honest. 
It  was  only  in  illustrating  the  position  he 
laid  down,  when  expressing  his  surprise 
that  Europeans,  who  acted  with  the  strict- 
est regard  t^  justice  in  all  their  transactions 
in  their  own  quarter  of  the  globe,  should 
act  80  'differently  in  India,  that  he  quoted 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  who  said, 
that  Europeans  were  unbaptized  in  cross- 
ing the  equinoctial.  He  had  the  utmost 
personal  respect  for  the  noble  marquis ; 
but  what  he  had  ever  expressed  in  that 
house,  and  out  of  it,  was  a  decided  disap- 
probation of  the  measures  he  pursued  dur- 
ing his  administration  in  India.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  such 
discussions  as  the  present  were  calculated 
to  produce  ill  effects ;  if  they  were  so, 
however,  it  could  only  be  from  the  deci- 
sion they  called  forth.  The  hon.  baronet 
then  went  at  some  length  into  the  state  of 
Indian  affiiirs,  and  contended  that  there 
was  no  truth  in  what  had  been  said,  that 
the  nabobi  of  the  Camatic  had  been  raised 


by  us  from  the  dust;  on  the  central 
when  we  assisted  them,  it  was  not  for  th^ 
sake,  but  for  our  own,  and.  in  order 
expel  the  French  from  their  extensi 
territories.  What  had  been  the  defen 
oHered  for  this  atrocious  act  ?  atrocio 
he  should  always  consider  it,  and  so  rou 
every  one  who  reaciKfae  papers  divested 
party  feelings.  A  trumpery  |>retence 
evidence,  and  not  even  a  state  necessit 
shewn.  As  for  the  cypher,  it  was  too  rid 
culous  to  merit  mention.  He  cordial 
agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  that  Briti: 
justice  and  policy  ought  ever  to  be  tl 
same,  and  if  thid  could  not  be  defendc 
on  the  ground  of  justice,  it  ought  to  me* 
with  condemnation.  He  then  put  it  t 
the  breasts  of  gentlemen  opposite,  to  tb 
breast  of  the  house  and  of  the  country, 
they  could  read  these  papers,  and  consc 
entiously  say  there  was  any  justice  in  th 
case,  or  rather  if  there  had  not  been  mo 
atrocious  injustice.  He  had  never  know 
before  that  it  M'as  the  custom  of  Britons  t 
visit  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  th 
children  ;  but  here  they  had  gone  mqc 
further,  for  the  ancestors  of  Any  Hussei 
had  not  even  been  convicted ;  yet  th 
grandson  was  condemned  to  pay  the  foi 
feiture.  As  to  the  treatment  received  b 
the  prince,  all  he  asked  was,  that  it  migli 
be  investigated.  He  pledged  himself  t 
prove  much  more  than  what  he  had  state 
to  the  house,  and  to  bring  forward  witnessc 
who  would  far  exceed  in  description  c 
these  melancholy  circumstance^  all  tha 
had  been  imputed  to  his  warmth  in  nai 
rating.  He  had  been  blamed  for  speakin 
harshly  of  the  commissioners,  without  df 
serving  any  such  censure.  All  that  h 
had  said  was,  that  they  cold-bloodedl 
dragged  the  prince  from  the  death-bed  c 
his  parent,  to  answer  the  interrogator ie 
they  had  to  put  to  him.  In  applying  thi 
epithet*  he  had  spoken  of  their  office,  an* 
not  of  themselves  personally ;  and  if  the^ 
were,  as  he  had  no  doubt  from  the  repre 
sentation  of  the  hon.  colonel  opposit 
(Allan),  honourable  and  upright  men,  h 
gave  them  his  hearty  commiseration  fo 
the  painful  duty  imposed  upon  then 
whicn,  in  executing  it  to  the  satisfaction  g 
their  employers,  must  have  filled  then 
with  horror  and  disgust.— He  now  came  t 
the  policy  of  the  measures.  What  had  w 
gained  at  the '  grand  expence  of  loss  o 
honour  and  breach  of  national  fiuth  ?  Ou 
tributaries  had  been  made  slaves  and  ou 
allies  foes*  We  had  placed  Axeem  v 
Dowlah  on  the  throne^  ui  utter  disregari 
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to  the  Mahometan  laws,  and  in  disregard 
to  the  just  and  prior  claims  of  the  two 
nearest  heirs.     We  had  stolen  from  one, 
1;K)rrowed  from  another^  and  stripped   a 
third,  till  we  had  augmented  our  territory, 
and  increased  the  number  of  our  subjects 
by  20  millions,  but  our  debt  had  increased 
20  millions  during  the  same  time,  aod  for 
seven  millions  of  annual  acquired  revenue, 
we  had  involved  ourselves  in  16  millions 
annual  expence.     We   had  made  every 
man  in  India  our  enemy,  and  if  an  ad- 
verse army  found  its  way  to  the  £ast^  such 
was  our  situation  there,  be  was  afraid  our 
dominion  would  be  overthrown.  To  whom 
could  we  apply  }  Not  to  the  Mahrattas,  or 
any  of  the  native  powers  who  maintained 
their  independence.     We  might  truly  say, 
"  Timeo  Danaos,  et  dona  ferentes.' — After 
we  had  made  them  as  miserable  as  we 
could ;  after  we  had  dethroned  their  princes, 
expatriated  their   nobles,    hanged    their 
chiefs  at  the  doors  of  their  castles  ;  and 
when  we  had  no  further  evil  in  our  power, 
we  turned  to  attack  their  institutions  and 
prejudices.  Those  venerable  errors,  which, 
if  we    believed  Pliny  and   others,  sub- 
sisted 2,000  years  ago,  could  not  be  suf- 
fered to  remain ;  and  the  conquerors  of 
Seringapatam  and  Laswarry  were  found 
to  be  dangerous  from  the  cut  of  their 
whiskers,  or  the  dangling  of  their  ear-rings. 
He  knew  not  how  it  would  be  received  by 
t^e  country,  that  such  a  weighty  and  im- 
portant enquiry  as  this,  involving  all  that 
was  dear  or    desirable  to   Britons,    had 
been  met  by  previous  questions  instead  of 
broad  and  ample  discussion.   lie  sincerely 
wished  ministers  had  delivered  their  opi- 
nions, and  not  thrown  their  broad  shield 
over  such  a  subject.     The  people  would 
hot  sufier  it  to  be  done,  and"  he  was  sure, 
whatever  the  majority  might  be  within 
doors^  there  would  be  a  very  great  majo- 
rity in  the  country  in  favour  of  his  opinion. 
As  fo/the  personal  motives,  he  never  im- 
puted any  to  the  noble  marquis.     lie  did 
not  suppose  that  even  avarice  would  have 
tempted  him  to  such  a  course.     But  there 
was  an  avarice  of  ambition  as  well    as  of 
wealth,  and  the  conduct  of  an  individual, 
pursuing  what  he  conceived  to  be  for  the 
glory  ot  his  country,  might  be  as  dan- 
gerous and. unjust  as  if  he  was  actuated  by 
worse  motives.    Did  gentlemen  know  the 
state  of  the  press  in  India  ?  Mo  one  could 
know  what  was  doing  at  his  own  door, 
without  the   permission  of  government. 
If,  therefore,  the  state  of  Indian  afiairs 
could  not  be  made  known  in  India,  let 


them  see  that  it  could  be  openly  declared 
in  j^ugland.  Let  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try see  the  freedom  and  imparlialicy  of  a 
British  parliament,  and  >  let  us  not  turn 
them  away  from  our  doors  disappointed, 
lie  called  on  the  house  to  pause  before  it 
came  to  a  vote,  and  consider  well  the 
(greatness  of  the  stake  depending  on  their 
determination.  He  expressed  his  regret 
that^  possessing  neither  the  weight  of  mi- 
nisters nor  of  the  opposite  party,  nor, 
more  than  all,  of  talents,  he  had  been  so 
weak  an  advocate  in  the  cause.  He  had 
not,  however,  come  unprepared  before 
them,  but  had  made  these  matters  the 
subject  of  his  most  unremitting  study,  and 
came  forward  actuated  by  a  strong  sense 
of  justice,  and  an  ardent  desire  toprocure 
atonement  to  suiiering  India. 

The  gallery  was  now  cleared,  and  the 
house  divided : 

For  the  Resolutiori  -    -    -     -     1 9 

Against  it -    97 

Majority    -    -     -    — 78 

Mr.  Wallace  then  rose,  and  said,  that 
after  what  had  passed  on  this  and  former 
discussions,  it.  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
introduce  the  Resolution  which  he  was  now 
going  to  move,  with  any  preface ;  he 
should  content  himself  simply  with  moving 
the  following  Resolution :  Resolved,  '*  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the 
marquis  Wellesley  and  the  earl  Powis,  in 
their  conduct  relative  to  the  Caruatic,  ap- 
pear to  Imve  been  influenced  solely  by 
motives  of  anxious  zeal  and  solicitudfe  for 
the  permanent  security,  welfare,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  British  possessions  in  India." 

Sir  Ja?n€s  Hall  said,  that  he  only  differed 
from  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  nad  made 
this  motion  in-  thinking  that  it  did  not  go 
far  enough  ;  it  was  high  time  that  parlla 
ment  should  do  that  justice  to  this- illus- 
trious clraracter,  which  the  meanest,  the 
most  degraded  subject  of  our  laws  had  a 
right  to  demand.  After  subnjitting  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  marquis  to  the  severest 
scrutiny,  during  a  long  course  of  years, 
and  after  deciding,  by  very  great  majori- 
ties, that  he  had  done  nothing  wrong,  the 
house  was  bound  to  grant  him  a  deliver- 
ance, not  only  to  free  him  from  the  pre- 
sent charge,  but  to  protect  him  from  all 
future  attempts  on  similar  grounds.  It 
would  become  the  justice,  the  honour,  the 
gentleman-like  feeling  of  the  house  to  do 
a  great  deal  more ;  not  only  to  clear  the 
character  of  the  noble  marquis  from  blame, 
but  also  to  declare  their  high  opinion  of 
the  services  he  had  rendered  his  country. 
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in  such  a  manner  as  to  revive  the  recollec- 
tion of  those  services,  which  seemed  to  be 
in  a  measure  forgotten.  If  the  consequence 
of  such  a  declaration  vtrere  to  be  what  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  de- 
precated, were  the  noble  marquis  raised  to 
a  high  station  in  the  ministry,  he  should 
rejoice  in  the  experiment^  by  which  there 
was  reason  to  expect,  that  our  councils  at 
hojne  might  be  animated  by  that  astonish- 
ing efficiency  which  had  shone  so  conspi- 
cuously in  his  Indian  administration. 

Sir  Thonms  Turton  said  he  had  a  trifling 
amendment  to  propose,  which  was  to  leave 
out  the  words  after  the  word  '  influenced,' 
and  to  insert  the  following  words :  '  By  a 
desire  to  extend  the  British  territories  in 
India,  in  contempt  of  all  treaties,  and  in 
violation  of  the  national  character.' 

Mr.  5.  Luikmgton  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  felt  extreme  uneasi- 
ness in  giving  a  vote  on  so  personal  a  sub- 
ject, bat  with  all  his  esteem  for  the  private 
character  of  marquis  Wellesley,  and  look- 
ing only  to  bis  politics  as  a  public  officer 
in  India,  he  must  give  bis  vote  against  the 
Resolution. 

The  house  then  divided  :  for  the  Amend- 
ment 19 ;  against  it  98. — Majority  79. 

Mr.  Wallace  then  moved  the  original 
question  of  the  Vote  of  Approbation .  Upon 
which, 

Mr.  Hofworth  addressed  the  Speaker 
thus :  Sir ;  the  house  is  called  upon  to 
determine  on  the  noble  lord's  motives: 
there  is  no  human  tribunal  competent  to 
decide  on  them.  The  merits  of  the  noble 
lord  must  be  tried  by  his  actions :  if  you 
try  him  by  the  fundamental  Resolutions 
of  this  bouse,  or  by  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, shew  me  the  resolution  or  the  law 
which  he  has  not  violated,  if  you  try  him 
by  the  opinions  of  the  Directors,  there  is 
scarcely  an  act  of  his  government  which 
they  have  not  condemned,  and  given  such 
reasons  for  their  opinions,  as  were  unan- 
swerable, and  therefore  they  were  sup- 
pressed :  if  you  try  the  noble  lord  by  the 
efiects  of  his  government,  let  us  look  at 
the  results :  at  home,  irretrievable  ruin ; 
look  to  India,  you  find  there  a  territorial 
reyeoue  of  fifteen  millions,  falling  short  of 
the  expences  of  its  establishments  upwards 
of  two  millions  annually,  loaded  with  a 
debt  of  thirty-two  millions,  encreasing 
daily;  the  native  powers  of  India  dis- 
afiected ;  their  minds  alarmed  with  jealous 
apprehensions  of  our  ambitious  encroach- 
ments; disgusted  with  our  humiliating  con* 
trol ;  disgusted  with  the  disgraceful  subor- 


dination in  which  they  have  been  pla 
and,  in  this  last  instance,  of  our  perfic 
policy  to  the  miserable  victim  of  oui 
pacity,  the  unfortunate  Hussein  Ali; 
gusted  with  the  baseness  of  our  ing 
tude,  the  mass  of  Mahomedans  in  the 
natic  are  seeking  only  fur  a  period  to  t 
suflerings,  in  the  subversion  of  the  Br 
government ;  and  even  your  Sepoy  es 
lishment,  the  last  native  resource  you 
to  trust  to,  ready  to  take  up  arms  aga 
you  :  every  financial  resource  exhaust 
not  a  rupee  in  your  treasuries:  this, 
is  the  state  into  which  lord  Wellesh 
mal-administration  brought  India:  thi 
the  state  in  which  he  left  it,  and  this  is 
state  in  which  lofd  Cornwallis  founds 
The  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castlerea^ 
has  repeatedly  introduced  the  name  of  1 
Cornwallis  into  the  debate  of  this  nig 
I  would  ask  the  noble  lord,  I  would 
any  member  of  the  house,  for  what  reas 
for  what  purpose,  was  such  a  man  as  1< 
Cornwallis,  at  his  advanced  period  of  1 
not  merely  called  upon,  but  solicited, 
treated,  as  one  of  the  greatest  services 
could  render  to  his  country,  to  again 
dertake  the  government  of  India?  V 
such  a  man  wanted  to  pursue  th^  systi 
and  tread  in  the  steps  of  lord  Wellesle 
No,  sir,  he  was  sent  out  for  very  difler 
purposes.    Does  the  house  know  how  t 
lamented  nobleman  was  employed  fr 
the  first  moment  of  his  arrival  at.Calcul 
to  the  latest  period  of  his  existence  ? 
was  employed,    sir,  in  reversing  evi 
measure,  in  cutting  down  every  politi 
act  of  his  predecessor,  in  endeavouring 
repair,  or  at  least  to  put  a  stop  to,  1 
universal  mischiefs  produced  by  the  m 
sores  of  lord  Wellesley.   This  house  voi 
a  monument  to  lord  Cornwallis.     If  } 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  lord  WellesI 
be  consistent,  at  least,  and  begin  where, 
this  principle,  you  ought  to  begin,  by 
dering  lord  Cornwallis's  monument  to 
pulled  down,  and  then  on  its  .ruins  } 
may  erect  a  statue  to  lord  Wellesle 
but,  at  last,  we  are  told,  that  the  nol 
lord's  motives  were  always  good,  that 
zeai  to  serve  the  Company  was  alws 
ardent :  I  h^ve  already  said,  there  is 
human  tribunal  can  taKe  cognizance  of 
conscience  or  penetxate  into  his  motiv 
abstractedly  from   his  conduct.    In  i 
mind,  sir,  the  noble  lord  has  done  all  w 
his  eyes  open,  caring,  as  it  seems,  but 
tie  for  the  consequences  ;  secure  of  p 
tection  here ;  and  so  he  has  found  it ;  1 
before  this  house  proceeds  to  pass  a  v 
3P 
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which  as  an  hon.  director  (Mr.  Grant) 
has  told  you,  will  be  attended  with  incal- 
culable mischief  in  India,  I  trust  it  will  re- 
flect, and  I  call  upon  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, before  they  lend  their  aid  to  a 
measure  so  pregnant  with  disgrace  to  the 
British  name  and  character,  to  reflect  on 
those  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  so- 
vereign, to  their  country,  and,  in  truth,  to 
their  own  characters.     I  thank  the  house 
lor  the  indulgence  it  has  shewn  me,  I  shall 
trespass  no  longer,  but  shall  give  my  de- 
cided negative  to  the  present  question.  — 
The  house  then  divided. 

For  the  Vote  of  Approbation    -     98 
Against  it-     ------     19 

Majority     -     -     -    — 79 

List  qf  Members  toha  voted  in  the  Minorities. 

Astell,  W.  Martin,  H. 

Creevey,  T.  Moore,  P. 

Fitzgeralil,  M.  Ossulston,  lord 

Folkestone,  lord  Romilly,  sir  S. 

Grant,  C.  Sheridan,  R  B. 

Hamilton,  lord  A,  Smith,  W. 

Hor+ier,  F.  Sfiiith,  G. 

Huworth,  H.  Turton,  sir  T. 

Johnstone^  G.  VVestern,  C.  C. 

Lushiiigtoii,  S.  Whithread,  S. 

Laurence,  F.  Windham,  W. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  20. 

[Scotch  Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Yarke,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  rose, 
he  said,  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  not 
merely  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill,  but 
on  that  of  the  English  Local  Militia,  which 
hie  had  not  an  opportunity  of  attending  in 
its  progress,  and  upon  the  defensive  state 
of  the  country.  He  began,  by  expressing 
his  regret,  that  the  people  did  not  now 
seem  so  feelingly  alive  to  the  danger  with 
Tvhich  they  were  threatened,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  accumulated  means  and 
determined  Intentions  of  the  enemy,  as  they 
were  a  very'  few  years  since,  when  that 
danger  was  much  more  distant,  and  when 
impediments,  numerous  and  formidable, 
stood  m  the  way,  which  had  been  since 
removed.  Tiie  country  seemed  to  repose 
in  a  fatal  security,  as  if  people  imagined, 
that  because  there  was  not  a  formidable 
army  now  ehcampediat  Boulogne,  the  dan- 
ger was  less  imminent,  or  the  purpose  of 
the  enemy  less  certain.'  But,  for  his  cwn 
part,  he  was  convmced,  the  more  time  the 
French  emperor  took  in  preparation,  the 
more  certain  was  our  danger ;  because  the 
greater  would  be  his  power,  and  the  more 


mature  his  plans.  Having  now  conquered 
or  humbled  to  his  purpose  almost  all  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  and  having  no 
diversion  to  apprehend  from  thence,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  means  of  all  the  con- 
tinent superadded  to  his  own,  there  was 
not  room  left  tor  the  slightest  doubt  of  his 
long-threatened  and  immoveable  purpose, 
to  concentre  all  his  means,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  this  country  and  Ireland  to  the 
number  of  his  conquests.  It  was  conse- 
quently the  duty  of  the  government  to 
make  every  possible  preparation.  He  en- 
tered at  considerable  length  into  a  review 
of  the  different  means  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  armed  men  in  these  kingdoms.  He 
was  glad  to  find  his  noble  friend  had,  in 
addition  to  the  General  Militia  and  Volun- 
teer  systems,  and  the  Local  Militia,  deter- 
mined to  retain  also  the  Training  bill  in 
England,  as  a  part  of  his  plan;  but  he 
could  see  no  just  reason  why  the  principle 
of  the  Training  bill  should  not  be  carried 
into  operatioit  also  in  Scotland,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Local  Militia;  or  why  any  dif- 
ference in  this  respect  should,  be  made 
between  the  two  countries.  When  he  had 
the  honour  to  introduce  the  Training  bill 
in  1802,  he  included  Scotland.  With  res- 
pect to  the  principle  of  militia  force,  he 
owned  that  he  should  prefer  a  much  greater 
limitation  of  that  force,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  force  for  general  service,  both 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  might 
be  interchanged  as  occasion  required,  and 
continuing  the  training  system  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  so  as  to  keep  a  trained  force 
always  prepared,  in  case  of  emergency,  to 
join  the  army ;  the  men  thus  trained,  to 
be  termed  the  Army  of  Reserve,  or  any 
other  appropriate  title  ;  but  in  case  of  ac- 
tual emerge!.'  y,  he  was  confident  resort 
must  inevitably  be  had  to  some  sort  of  con- 
scription, by  ballot,  or  otherwise,  as  it 
would  be  useless  to  depend  upon  voluntary 
enlistments  to  fill  up  the  ranks.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  much  confusion  would 
arise  from  carrying  on  at  the  same  time 
the  two  ballots  for  the  General  and  the 
Local  Militias,  which  could  not  be  pre- 
vented without^  the  utmost  care  of  the  par- 
ties to  whom  the  business  should  fall.  He 
answered  some  comparisons  which  had 
been  made  on  a  former  night  between  the 
diBerent  systems  of  discipline  in  the  Bri- 
tish and  French  armies ;  and  he  gave  a  de- 
cided preference  to  the  former.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  thought,  that  under  the  operation 
of  the  various  plans  on  foot  for  increasing 
the  number  of  armed  men  in  the  country. 
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the  numerical  force  was  carried  to  pretty 
nearly  its  utmost  pilch ;  and  he  \va9  also 
glad  to  find  that  the  regular,  militia,  an(^ 
volunteer  forces  of  the  country  had  attain- 
ed to  a  pitch  of  numbers  and  discipline 
beyond  any  thmg  that  was  ever  thought 
of.  It  was  by  sedulously  keeping  up  this 
system  of  force  and  discipline,  under  judi- 
cious commanders,  added  to  the  native 
valour  of  the  people,  that  we  must  place 
our  sole  hopes  of  security ;  so  that  M-hen 
an  enemy  such  as  we  had  to  contend  with, 
should  view  with  a  soldier's  eye  the  extent 
and  disposition  of  our  force,  and  see  that 
we  were  well  defended  at  all  points,  he 
\vould  naturally  decline  to  meddle  with  a 
country  so  circumstanced,  and  which,  he 
must  see,  he  could  not  touch  without  burn- 
ing bis  fingers.  But,  of  the  intention  of  the 
emperor  of  PVance  to  use  every  means  in 
his  power  to  conquer  these  countries  there 
could  not  remain  a  doubt:  of  his  formida- 
ble power,  his  prowess,  and  his  talents, 
the  world  were  witnesses;  and  if  valour, 
talents,  and  prowess,  could  give  any  man 
claims  to  royal  power,  it  must  be  acknow- 
Je^lged  no  man  ever  merited  more  the  title 
of  Emperor  of  France.  Of  his  morals,  or 
the  means  he  sometimes  used  to  compass 
liis  ends,  he  would  say  nothing  \  but  as  a 
conqueror,  it  must  be  admitted  he  was 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  Caesar  or  Alexan- 
der. Such  an  enemy,  armed  with  the 
means  he  possessed,  was  not  to  be  viewed 
without  apprehension:  he  had  already 
conquered  much  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  Europe.  There  might  be 
those  who  flattered  themselves  he  had 
work  enough  cut  out  for  him  in  Spain,  to 
divert  his  attention  from  this  country ; 
but  it  was  to  be  feared  the  spark  lately 
stQi^Jc  in  til  at  kingdom,  had  kindled  but  a 
feeble  flame,  and  of  short  duration ;  for 
how  was  it  to  be  expected,  a  people,  whose 
govermnent  had  treacherously  conspired 
with  its  own  enemy  to  surrender  tlicm  to 
French  slavery  and  rivet  their  chains,  could 
escape  the  machinations  so  long  preparing 
against  them,,  and  terminated  by  the  base 
and  degrading  surrender  of  the  last  crown 
of  the  Bourbon  family,  to  which  the  Spa- 
nish monarch  had  proved  himself  a  dis- 
grace? Every  roan  must  have  seen  from 
the  moment  that  the  Spanish  army  was 
divided,  and  one  brancn  sent  to  Portugal 
and  the  other  to  the  opposite  frontier, 
while  a  French  force  was  suiFered  to  march 
into  the  heart  of  the  country  and  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  capital,  that  the 
ppople  were  betrayed.    That  was  the  mo- 


ment when  any  interference  on  the  ] 

of  this  country  might  have  been  success! 

but  now,  he  feared,  it  was  too  late, 

that  scarcely  a,  hope  remained  that 

struggles  of  the  Spanish  people  would 

successful. — As  to  Sweden,  he  feared  tli 

was  as  little  room  to  hope  for  a  succes 

issue  in  that  quarter ;  or  that  the  Swc( 

power,  however  praiseworthy  the  mag 

nimous  and  princely  spirit  of  the  monai 

could   have  any  chance  of  holding 

against  the  combined  force  of  Russia 

France.     Those  countries  reduced  un 

the  power  of  that  man,  whose  sleep 

activity  and  vigilant  ambition,  marked 

views  as  nothing  short  of  the  subjuga 

of  Europe,  perhaps  of  the  world,  he  wc 

then  possess  the  whole  force  of  Eur< 

and  command  every  port  from  the  Bs 

to  Cadiz,  to  detach  its  force  against 

It  was,  he  thought,  quite  impossible  to 

pcct  any  thing  else  than  that  his  sue 

against  Spain  and  Sweden,  would  be 

mediately  followed  by  an  attempt  on  G 

Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  of  the  latter  c< 

try,  he  would  only  say,  that  though  it 

the  left  arm  of  the  empire,  it  would 

quirt:  the  force  of  the  right  to  keep  d 

rebellion,  in  case  of  such  an  attack. 

was  notorious  that  the  French   empc 

on  aJanding  in  that  country,  looked  tc 

assistance  of  a  numerous  party,  whose 

jcct  it  always  was  to  effect  a  sq^ara 

from  this ;  for  though  the  great  bod 

the  people  were  loyal,  and  attachei 

British  government,  still  thci'e  was  a 

merous  party  in  Ireland  ever  since 

days  of  queen  Elizabeth,  with  whom  s 

ration  from  this  country  was  a  favoi 

project,  and  who  only  postponed  th< 

tempt  for  want  of  a  favourable  opportu 

in  the  aid  of  some  foreign  power.     ' 

was  the   main  purpose,   disguised   ui 

the  clamour  of  Catholic  emancipation^ 

which,  as  was  acknowledged  by  one  oi 

leaders  of  the  last  Irish  rebnllion  to 

Secret  Committee  of  parliament,  tlit* 

pie  did  not  care  one  farthing. — As  to 

means  of  our  defence,  too  many  thrrr  \ 

who  looked  to  British  fleets  as  imjuc 

ble  bulwarks  against  tlie  enemy's  dosij 

but  history  furnished  many  inst^mre 

shew,  that  a  reliance  solely  upon  sui 

security  was  dangerous  in  the  extr< 

He  instanced  the  case  of  the  Frent  h 

and  army,  consisting  of  1.S  sail,  of  the 

and  as  many  frigates,  with  300  tran>|) 

and  40,000  men,  which  sailed  from  >! 

in  179S  to  attack  Egypt,  and  althougl 

miral  Nelson  was  in  pursuit  of  them, 
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to  near  that  his  fleet  passed  their  sternmost 
ships  in  the  night,  yet  they  wer^  able  to 
effect  their  landing,  and  take  possession  of 
the  country. — It  would  be  recollected,  that 
at  the  time  that  lord  Bridport  was  before 
Brest,  a  French  fleet  went  out  of  .that 
harbour,  ran  up  into  the  Mediterranean, 
touched  at  Cadiz,  and  returned  to  Brest 
without  any  loss,  and  carrying  in  the 
Spanish  fleet  with  them :  it  was  but  the 
.  other  day  that  the  Rochefort  squadron  left 
that  port,  sailed  up  the  Mediterranean, 
went  to  Corfu,  did  the  business  upon  which 
it  was  sent,  and  then  arrived  at  Toulon  th 
safety.  In  neither  of  these  cases  was  the 
slightest  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded ;  but,  from  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  service  itself,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  things.  We  kne^v  the  formidable 
power  which  was  opposed  to  this  country, 
and  the  formidable  mode  in  which  that 
power  was  usually  applied.  The  French 
government  had  called  out  and  selected 
all  those  institutions  which  could  best  pro- 
mote the  great  object  which  they  had  in 
view.  They,  had  completely  adopted  the 
old  Roman  principle,  of  making  use  of  the 
armies  they  had  conquered.  It  was,  there- 
fore, impossible  to  calculate  the  number 
of  soldiers  which  France  could  collect  from 
the  extensive  regions  under  her  influence, 
for  the  invasion  of  this  country.  The  great 
means  of  attack  were  principally  derived 
from  the  adoption  of  this  principle.  There 
was  another  strong  feudal  principle  which 
had  been  revived  by  Buonaparte,  that  of 
giving  fiefs  to.  his  generals  and  officers  in 
the  conquered  countries.  If  an  invasion 
were  successful  in  this  country,  or  rather  in 
Ireland,  we  might  depend  upon  seeing  the 
same  system  realized,  that  was  acted  upon 
at  the  Gorman  conquest.  Nobody  should 
flatter  himself  that  it  would  be  possible, 
-after  an  unsuccessful  campaign  in  this 
country,  to  patch  up  any  kind  of  p~eace 
with  France  that  would  preserve  property 
in  its  present  channel.  The  victorious  ar- 
mies would  be  distributed  over  the  country 
to  colonize  the  soil  that  they  had  con- 
q  uered . — Had  our  navy  not  been  in  the  state 
it  was,  this  misfortune  might  have  fallen 
on  the  country  before  now.  It  therefore 
became  wise  and  prudent  statesmen  to 
consider  6f  such  measures,  that  if  ever  our 
navy  should  be  inferior  to  the  enemy,  as 
it  was  for  a  short  time  during  the  Ame- 
rican war,  or  in  case  ^ny  accident  should 
befal  our  fleet,  either  from  conflagration 
or  tempest,  such  accident  should  not  leave 


the  country  without  defence,  or  jgive  it  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  |^me 
that  was  now  playing  was  altogether  ui  fa- 
vour of  the  enemy ;  for  this  country  was 
contending  for  its  last  stake,  while  its  ene-. 
ray  was  exposed  to  no  such  risk.  Suppose 
an  army  of  the  enemy  to  be  landed  in  this 
country,  and  beaten,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  It  would  only  be  that  their 
army  would  surrender,  that  its  officers 
would  be  treated  with  kindness,  as  we 
always  did  treat  officers  who  were  pri- 
soners, and  that  the  suiTCndering  army 
would  only  give  us  a  number  of  prisoners 
to  be  maintained  at  a  great  expence.  The 
loss  of  one  army  would  scarcely  be  felt  by 
France,  but  the  success  of  that  army  would 
b^  the  absolute  ruin  of  this  country.  To 
meet  such  dangers,  he  thought  a  system 
should  be  immediately  adopted  to  strength- 
en and  fortify  the  country  itself,  as  well  as 
to  prepare  the  best  means  of  bringing  up 
its  whole  force  to  oppose  the  enemy.  It 
was  well  known  that  vast  sums  of  Jhoney 
had  been  granted  for  fortifications,  and  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  next  session  to  move 
for  a  Secret  Committee,  to  examine  in 
what  manner  those  sums  had  been  ex- 
pended. As  to  the  defence  of  the  coast, 
he  believed  the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Sussex 
were  pretty  well  protected ;  but  he  wished 
to  know  why  the  coasts  of  Essex  and 
Suffolk  were  not  equally  fortified.  He 
thought  that  the  entire  coast  from  Ports- 
mouth to  Yarmouth,  including  these  towns, 
should  be  put  in  a  perfect  state  of  defence. 
Neither  should  the  western  coast  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  coast  ofScotland  be  neglected. 
The  French  had  put  almost  the  whole  of 
their  coast  in  such  a  state  of  fortification, 
that  a  boat  could  hardly  pass  any  where 
without  meeting  obstruction  from  some 
battery.  The  communication  with  Ire- 
land should  also  be  attended  to,  and  the 
enemy  should  never  be  allowed,  as  was  the 
case  about  the  time  of  the  Union,  to  cruize 
in  the  narrow  part  between  the  two 
islands.-^He  should  next  advert  to  the 
internal  defence  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  first  place  of  its  capital.  It  was 
well  known,  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  he  had  delivered  his  opinion 
against  fortifying  London.  Austria  was, 
however,  at  that  time  unbroken  ;  Prussia 
was  powerful ;  and  the  colossal  power  of 
Russia,  had  not  been  brought  to  the  test 
This  opinion  -was,  however,  now  entirely 
changed  with^the  circumstances  of  the 
times.  Now  that  Austria  was  in  chains,  and 
dared  not  look  her  conqueror  in  the  fitce; 
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now  that  Prussia  had  vanished  from  the 
earth,  and  the  weakness  of  the  colossal 
power  of  Russia  had  been  proved,  he 
thought  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken 
for  securing  the  capital  by  fortifications, 
which,  defended  by  tlie  physical  force  of 
London,  might  stop  an  enemy,  at  least  until 
our  main  force  could  come  up.  He  thought 
the  strong  passes  in  Kent  and  Sussex  should 
now  be  fortified,  so  as  to  afford  strong  posi- 
tions to  our  armies.  He  thought  that  equal 
pains  should  be  taken  to  defend  the  ap- 
proaches to  London  through  Suffolk  and 
Essex*;  but  that  if,  after  all,  London  should 
be  taken,  the  country  ought  not  to  be 
given  up.  He  should,  even  then,  think 
that  the  heart  of  the  country,  which  he 
considered  to  be  .  on  the  banks  of  the 
Severn,  the  IVent  and  the  Mersey,  should 
still  be  defended,  and  the  communication 
being  kept  up  with  Ireland,  might  supply 
fresh  armies  to  fight  the  last  battle  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  He  considered 
fortifications  as  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  any  country,  and  very  often 
the  principal  cause  of  its  success  in  war. 
It  was  from  the  care  that  Lewis  the  14th 
had  taken  to  secure  the  frontiers  of  France 
with  impregnable  fortresses,  that  the  ex- 
pedition commanded  by  the  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick so  completely  failed.  Buonaparte 
knew  so  well  the  value  of  fortifications, 
that  in  his  most  successful  campaigns  he 
took  care  to  secure  himself,  every  step  that 
he  advanced,  by  such  means.  He  thought 
the  fort  of  Brannau  of  such  importance, 
that  he  would  not  surrender  it  to  Austria 
until' the  war  with  Russia  and  Prussia  was 
finished;  neither  would  he  permit  Austria 
now  to  raise  fresh  fortifications.  He 
thought  the  disasters  which  Austria  had 
met  with  proceeded  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  want  of  fortifications;  and  that 
the  extinction  of  Prussia  was  owing  to  her 
not  having  properly  provided  for  defence 
the  fortresses  she  had  ;  and  that  it  was  not 
so  much  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Friedland, 
Itf  the  want  of  strong  places  ta  stop  the 
victorious  enemy,  that  obliged  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  to  sign  a  most  disgraceful 
peace.  The  fortifications  which  he  would 
recommend,  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  defensive  strength  of  the  country, 
without  menacing  its  liberties,  which  last 
was  the  dread  objection  that  our  ancestors 
had  to  large  standing  armies.  Afler 
dwellhig,  at  some  length,  on  these  topics, 
he  concluded  by  strongly  recommending 
to  ministers  to  adopt  every  possible 
means  of  strengthening  the  national  de- 
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fence  now,  white  there  was  time  to 
so,  and  not  to  put   those  measures 
until  the  danger  should  b^  more  imniii 
Lord  Castlcreagh  expressed    great  o 
gations  to  his  right  hon.  friend  for 
manner  in   which  he  had  stated  his  ( 
nioos;  and  declared  his  willingness  to  g 
every    explanation   that  his   duty  W( 
allow  him,  respecting  the  measures  tal 
for   the    defence    of   the  country, 
agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend,  that 
would  be  a  great  fault  in  ministers  to 
deavour  to   lull  the  country  into  a  i\i 
sense  of  security.     He  allowed  that   t 
danger  was  great,  although  perhaps  ii 
immediate.     There  was  certainly  dam 
enough  stirring  abroad,  to  make  it  neci 
sary  for  the  country  to  consider  anxiou 
of  the  best  means  for  its  defence,     if, 
the  one  hand,  he  would  not  wish  the  cot 
try  to  entertain  a  &1se  idea  of  its  securii 
on  the  other  hand,  he  thought  it  was  b 
fair  and  right  that  it  should  know  wY 
had  already  been  done  by  its  governmei 
to  promote   that  security.      In  the  fii 
place,  there  was  a  number  of  regulars  ai 
militia,  equal  to  what  his  right  hon.  friei 
had  always  considered  as  the  greatest  e 
ertion  that  the  coimtry  could  be  cvM 
upon  to  make.     He  had  always  said,  th 
he  had  never  found  fault  with  the  nuni 
rical  force,  or  with  the   quality  of  the 
troops  ;  and  he  had  confessed,  that  it  w 
as  large  an  army  as  was  wanting,  or 
this  country  could  afford  to  keep'  up.     j 
to  the  deficiency  in  point  of  fortificatio 
it  would  be  obvious  to  his  right  hon.  frien 
that  no  country  could   at  once  so  cor 
pletely  change  its  system  and  charactc 
as,  from  a  naked  country,  to  become 
strongly -fortified  one.     When  it  was  co 
sidered  how  very  low  the  establishment 
the  Ordnance  was  at  the  beginning 
the  late  war,  it  was  astonishing  that 
should  have  started  forth  from  almost  n 
thing  to  its  present  most  respectable  stat 
There    was   no  service    which  requin 
more  time  to  bring  to  a  state  of  perfe 
tion.    Engineers  were  not  to  be  made  ir 
day,  or  by  an  act  of  parliament.     As 
the  defence  of  the  coast,  there  had  bei 
considerable  exertions,   in   this    respe< 
Dover,  Chatham,  and  the  whole  course 
the  Med  way,  were  placed  in  a  very  stroi 
state  of  defence.     He  believed  the  who 
line    of  coast  fi'om  Pbrtsmonth    to  t1 
Tliamcs  might  be  considered  in  a  ve 
perfect  state  of  defence,  and  much  mo 
strongly  fortified  than  any  part  of  the  en 
my's  coast    The  enemy  were,  indee 
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obliged  to  erect  many  batteries  oti  tiieir 
coast,  not  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
invasion,  but  to  protect  their  coasting 
vessels.  They  had  latterly,  made  the  coast 
very  strong  between  Boulogne  and  Os- 
tend,  that  their  boats  might  creep  along 
near  the  shores  in  security,  out  of  the 
reach  of  our  frigates.  The  shores  of  the 
southern  district  were,  however,  as  strongly 
fortified  as  any  part  of  the  French  coast, 
and  under  the  former  administration  of 
lord  Chatham,  a  system  had  been  adopted 
for  putting  the  coasts  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict in  a  similar  state  of  defence.  This 
system  had  been  suspended  under  the  late 
administration,  who  certainly  could  not 
have  been  expected  to  adopt  it,  without 
taking  time  to  give  it  the  most  serious 
consideration.  A  considerable  deal  bad 
also  been  done  in  Ireland  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  principal  harbours,  particularly 
Cork  harbour  and  Bantry  Bay.  His  lord- 
ship concluded  with  some  observations  on 
the  advanta&fes  which  he  thought  the 
country  would  derive  from  the  Local  Mi- 
iitia  bill. 

Mr.  Windham  considered,  that  the  dan- 
ger which  this  country  was  exposed  to 
was  greater  than  all  the  plans  of  the  noble 
lord,  even  with  the  addition  of  the  pro- 
posed system  of  fortification,  would  be 
able  to  meet.  The  question  which  re- 
mained between  him  and  the  noble  lord, 
was,  whether  one  or  200,0CX)  men,  en- 
rolled under  the  Training  act,  and  li- 
able to  be  called  upon  in  case  of  actual 
invasion,  to  recruit  the  army,  was,  or  was 
not,  a  more  effectual  means  For  the  defence 
of  the  country  than  the  establishment  of 
this  Local  Militia  ?  He  was  sorry  to  find 
that  ministers  had  not  yet  made  up  their 
minds  upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  for 
the  internal  defence  of  the  country  ;  but 
as  to  those  works,  which  were  projected 
by  lord  Chathain,  the  noble  lord  did  justice 
to  the  late  administration,  in  sa3'ing  that 
they  were  bound  in  duty  not  to  adopt 
such  a  system  without  the  fullest  consi- 
deration. There  was  scarcely  any  subject 
on  which  there  was  a  greater  contrariety 
of  opinion  ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  gene- 
ral officers  who  were  to  command  in  the 
field,  was  of  at  least  as  much  consequence 
as  that  of  the  engineers  who  were  to  exe- 
cute the  works.  He  complained  of  the 
noble  lord,  however,  for  weakening  the 
military  system  that  was  handed  down  to 
him  .by  the  late  administration.  He  had 
found  the  system  of  recruiting  so  J^ro- 
ductive  and  ejiLuberant,  th^t  he  doubtless 


thought  it  ii is  duty  to  apply  the  pruning 
knife,  and  he  understood  the  recruiting 
service  had  suffered  considerably  by  the 
measures  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Herbert,  of  Kerry,  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  the  noble  lord  the  pro- 
priety of  an  interchange  of  the  militias  of 
the  two  countries.  Such  a  measure  would 
come  with  peculiar  propriety  from  that 
noble  lord,  to  whom  Ireland  had  already 
contracted  such  a  debt  of  gratitude,  by  his 
effecting  the  grand  object  of  an  union. 
Whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  determi- 
nation of  government  on  the  grand  sub- 
ject of  internal  defence,  by  fortification,  it 
would  be  well  worth  the  attention  of  the 
noble  lord  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual 
means  of  securing  the  country  in  the  time 
of  danger.  Much  had  been  done,  and  yet 
much  remained,  particularly  in  Ireland. 
He  had  however  little  doubt,  that  under 
the  superintendance  of  the  noble  lord 
nothing  would  be  left  unattempted  which 
could  prove  serviceable  to  the  public  se- 
curity, or  honourable  to  the  exertions  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues. — ^The  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Windham  gave  notice  of  a  motioa 
for  the  next  session,  probably  when  the 
Mutiny  act  should  be  before  the  house, 
the  object  of  which  would  be  the  protec- 
tion of  soldiers  who  had  entered  for  limited 
service,  in  consequence  of  the  regulations 
of  the  year  before  last.  His  pcoposition 
would  be  to  prevent  such  soldiers  from 
consenting  to  extend  their  service  for  life, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  engagement 
which  they  had  already  contracted. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice  that 
he  would  on  Thursday  next  submit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  house,  the  subject  of  which 
would  be  to  found  a  separate  bill  upon  the 
Resolution  respecting  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim, 
instead  of  incorporating  it  in  the  Appro- 
priation act. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Barhum  repeated  the  arguments  so 
often  urged  by  the  opposers  of  this  mea- 
sure. He  considered  it  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  by 
granting  such  considerable  power  to  the 
bishops,  which  would  not  fail  to  produce 
contention  amongst  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy.  The  bill,  moreover,  was  altoge- 
ther inefficient  to  its  purpose,  as  it  was  at 
best  but  a  partial  remedy  to  the  great  evil 
of  non^residence,  and  finally  he  objected 
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to  the  existence  of  the  fact  presumed  to 
exi  t,  on  \\hich  this  bill  stood,  namely^ 
the  respective  values  of  Church  establish- 
ments. 

Mri  Hcttvkiru  Browne  supported  the  bill, 
and  WHS  happy  to  find  that  the  economy 
and  guardianship  of  the  Church  had  fallen 
into  such  good  hands.  He  lamented  the 
spirit  of  opposition  which  had  so  uni- 
forpiiy  displayed  itself  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house,  to  a  measure  calculated  to 
secure  the  dearest  interests  of  the  Church 
and  the  comfort  of  all  descriptions  of  the 
clergy. 

Lord  Milton  dreaded  the  terrific  influ- 
ence the  present  bill  must  necessarily  eivc 
the  superiors  of  the  Church  over  their 
inferiors,  and  the  operation  of  this  influ- 
ence, through  the  medium  of  the  minor 
clergy,  upon  the  public  mind  at  large. 

Mr.  Tiem^  thought  the  bill  could  be 
brought  into  operation  only  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  rector ;  a  supposition  on 
which  he  did  not  think  it  dignified  to  act. 

Mr.  Windham  followed  on  the  same  side : 
he  said  the  bill  was  not  content  to  let  the 
Church  remain  '  militant  here  on  earth,' 
hut  it  wished  to  render  it  a  Church  '  liti- 
gant' also. 

Mr.  Stephens  supported  the  bill  as  tend- 
ing to  cause  the  parochial  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  persons  whose  indigence  would 
not  disgrace  thtir  profession. 

Dr.  Laurence  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it 
tended  to  destroy  \he  principle  upon 
which  not  only  ecclesiastical  but  property 
in  general  was  founded.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, there  was  no  necessity  for  legislative 
interference  on  this  subject,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointment 
of  curates  salaries  to  the  diocesan.  He 
considered  it  to  be  a  great  defect  in  the 
bill,  that  it  did  not  apply  to  lay  impro- 
priators. 

Mr.  Whitbread  stated,  as  a  matter  of 
complaint,  that  the  bill  was  intended  to 
extend  to  Ireland.  This  was  contrary  to 
the  understanding  which  prevailed  when 
it  was  referred  to  a  committee.  It  was 
with  him  a  very  great  objection  to  the 
bill  that  it  gave  a  discretionary  power  to 
the  bishop.  The  instances  were  so  few  in 
which  the  principle  of  the  bill  could  be 
made  to  apply*  that  they  were  not  worth 
le«(islative  interference. — The  house  then 
divided  on  the  question,  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time  :  Ayes  73  ;  Noes  20; 
Majority,  53. — ^M-'hile  strangers  were  ex- 
cluded, lord  Porchester  tendered  a  Clause, 
by  way  of  rider>  upon  which  another  di- 


vision took  place  :  Ayes  7  ;  Noes  6 1| 
Majority  against  the  Clause  51.  1 
bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  I 
Lords. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Tuesday/,  June  21. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  On  \ 
first  reading  of  the  Curates  Residence  b 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  and  sn 
that  he  was  determined  to  oppose  the  1 
in  alf  its  stages.  It  was  a  bill  which  wt 
to  give  the  bishops  an  increase  of  disc 
tionary  power,  which  power  they  w( 
known  already  to  have  abused ;  so  \\ 
the  present  bill  would  only  tend  to  enal 
them  to  extend  that  abuse  in  proportion 
their  power  was  extended. 

The  Bishop  of  London  moved  that  f 
bill  be  printed.  In  a  day  or  two,  he  shoii 
propose  a  day  for  the  second  reading 
the  bill.  He  should,  at  present,  offer  i 
observations  upon  what  had  just  fallen  fio 
a  noble  earl,  as  abundant  opportuniti 
would  occur  of  arguing  the  merits  of  tj 
bill  in  its  f\]ture  stages. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the  moti(i 
that  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  renewed  his  obje 
tion  to  the  measure,.  He  wished  it  to  h 
confined  lo  the  age  between  IS  and  25 
and  thus  it  would  have  the  eflect  of  trail 
ing  the  whole  body  of  the  youth  of  Grei 
Britain  to  the  use  of  arms.  He  was  anx 
ous  the  bill  should  be  freed  from  the  incoi 
venience  and  difficulties  under  which  oth< 
measures  of  this  nature  were  known  b 
experience  to  be  liable.  Above  all,  li 
wished  to  abolish  the  ballot ;  with  thj 
view  he  should  move  an  amendment,  t 
omit  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  the  won 
"  and  balloted," 

Earl  .Stanhope  snpported  the  motioi 
He  was  desirous  the  bill  should  rest  on  lb 
principle  of  the  militia  act,  not  on  th 
principle  of  the  modem  acts.  He  wishe 
it  to  approach  in  its  nature  to  tli 
old  posse  comitatus  of  that  great  man  kin 
Alfred :  that  was  the  true  ground  c 
which  to  build  on  a  large  scale  the  meai 
of  defending  the  country  against  invasiui 
the  danger  of  which  was  more  real  ths 
many  people  were  disposed  to  imagin 
Such  was  the  kind  of  force  most  likely  i 
make  a  solid  and  secure  opposition  to*  a 
invasion  ;  not  your  large  standing  armie 
Austria,  Prussia,  Italy,  and  all  the  o1 
governments,  which  fell  like  ninepins  b 
tore  the  attack  of  the  French^  had  sue 
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armies ;  but  they  were  not  such  a  force  as 
he  thought  should  and  might  now  be  or- 
ganized in  this  country,  and  on  which 
alone  it  must  rely  for  its  defence  and  secu- 
rity. 

Lord  HaiwkesbuTy  observed,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  old  posse  cotnitatus  was  excel- 
lent in  theory ;  but  like  most  things  which 
were  very  specious  in  theory,  it  was  most 
inconyenient  and  insufficient  in  practice. 
What  the  state  of  the  country  now  called 
for  was.  a  force  permanent  in  time  of  peace 
and  of  war;  and  which,  by  providing  such 
permanent  means  of  defence  to  co-operate 
with  the  already  existing  force,  would 
provide  the  means  of  permanent  resistance 
to  a  permanent  danger.  He  therefore  did 
not  see  the  use  of  the  amendment. 

Lord  Sidmoutk  distinguished  between  the 
plan  of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Selkirk)  and 
that  recommended  by  the  noble  earl.  His 
noble  friend  was  for  so  modelling  the  mea- 
wire  as  to  make  it  operate  in  training  the 
whole  body  of  the  youth  of  the  country 
to  the  use  of  arms.  In  that  plan  he  wil- 
lingly acquiesced  ;  but  if  the  amendment 
of  his  noble  friend  should  be  rejected,  he 
iliould  give  his  support  to  the  present  bill, 
as  approximating  next  to  that  which  he 
thought  would  best  accomplish  the  object 
which  government  had  in  view,  and  which 
the  nature  of  the  times  made  indispensably 
necessary. 

Af^r  a  few  observations  from  lord  Rad- 
nor, lord  Selkirk's  amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  secure  persons  balloted  for  in  the 
training  apt,  from  serving  in  the  local  mi- 
litia. This  amendment,  after  a  few  words 
.  from  lord  Hawkesbury  and  lord.  Stanhope, 
was  also  negatived ;  afler  which  the  bill 
was  passed. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  Order  of 
the  day  being  moved  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  bill. 

Lord  Eliot  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
caH  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the 
bill  ROW  before  them.  He  had  bestowed 
much  attention  on  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims,  and  on  the  evidence 
which  had  been  adduced  for  and  against 
them.  After  due  consideration  of  these 
points,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  bill 
ought  to  be  rejected,  and  h^  should  con- 
clude with  a  motion  to  that  effect.  Thse 
noble  lord  then  went  into,  an  examination 
of  M^  Palm€«f's  contract  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
which  be  contended  bad  in  view  future  as 
m%\\  a*  pas^  -services.    He  also  asserted. 


that  Mr.  Palmer's  appointment  was  daring 
pleasure,  and  only  to  continue  as  long  as 
his  conduct  deserved  approbation,  and  his 
exertions  were  beneficial  to  the  public. 
There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  terms 
of  the  contract  on  which  to  rest  the  claims 
which  Mr.  Palmer  now  advanced.  Be- 
sides, the  conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer,  in 
several  transactions,  was  of  a  complexion 
to  merit  the  severest  reprobation,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  any  conditions  that  might 
have  been  entered  into  in  his  favour.  On 
this  head,  he  would  refer  their  lordships  to 
the  evidence  on  the  table,  more  particularly 
to  that  of  Mr.  Long,  who  was.  from  his 
situation  at  the  time,  best  enabled  to  be 
informed  of  every  particular  connected 
with  Mr.  Palmer  s  eontract.  That  evi- 
dence was  far  fj*om  speaking  very  strongly 
in  Mr.  Palmer's  favour.  On  these  grounds 
it  was,  he  had  thought  proper  to  bring 
foi*ward  his  present  motion,  and  not  from 
any  private  motive  of  ill-will  towards  Mr. 
Palmer.  His  lordship  concluded  with 
moving  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  Earl  of  ilfoira.^ — My  lords;  Nothing 
excited  by  any  speech  to  which  I  may  on 
former  occasions  have  listened  in  this 
house,  comes  near  to  the  degree  of  surprize 
with  which  I  have  heard  the  motion  now 
offered  for  your  adoption.  It  is  not  that 
my  mind  was  unprepared  for  some  extra- 
ordinary procedure.  In  a  manner  wholly 
unprecedented  in  parlisonentary  transac- 
tions, your  attention  was  called  to  this  sub- 
ject before  you  could,  consistently  with 
the  established  principle  of  ^our  own 
order,  or  without  infringing  your  accus- 
tomed respect  towards  the  other  house, 
avow  any  knowledge  that  the  matter  was 
in  agitation.  Nay.  a  body  of  testimony 
received  by  a  Committee  of  the  Commons 
was  requested  from  that  house  at  a  time 
when  it  had  not  come  to  any  conclusion 
on  the  question  ;  and  a  Committee  of 
your  lordships  was  named  to  open  proceed- 
ings on  that  evidence.  This  seemed  not 
merely  strange  ;  but,  could  one  have  per- 
mitted oneself  to  give  way  to  the  concep- 
tion, might  have  been  thought  to  indicate 
a  fixed  resolution  of  crushing  'the  Claim 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  howsoever  it  should  be 
circumstanced.  One  resisted  the  sus- 
picion, because  it  must  have  appeared  to 
every  body  that  this  case,  though  not  in 
form  a  judicial  question,  was  in  essence 
strictly  so ;  and  the  nice  regard  of  your 
lordships  to  equity  forbad  the  indulgence 
of  a  doubt.  What  follows  ?  Your  Com- 
mittee give  to  you  the  evidenGe  jngt  as 
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tbey  received  it  from  the  house  of  com- 
mon!! (in  which  state,  as  you  well  know, 
it  is  not  evidence  for  this  house),  with  the 
sole  addition  of  a  few  questions  put  to  Mr. 
Long;  and,  upon  this  foundation,  the 
noble  lord  who  took  the  lead  in  your 
committee  recommends  to  you  a  conclu- 
sion from  that  evidence,  diametrically 
opposite  to  that  which  was  deduced  from 
it  by  the  commons ;  and  without  a  hear- 
ing given  to  Mr.  Palmer,  you  were  moved 
to  declare  against  the  justice  of  his  preten- 
sion to  a  stipulated  participation  in  great 
advantages  acknowledged  to  have  been 
received  and  to  be  now  enjoyed  by  the 
public  through  his  plan.  You  know  that, 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
plan,  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office  amount- 
ed to  but  about  150,000/.  and  you  equally 
know  that,  in  consequence  of  his  system, 
it  was  swelled  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
1,200,000/.  It  is  idle  to  attempt  saying, 
that  a  part  of  this  arises  from  an  increased 
rate  ot  postage.  .  The  noble  lords,  who 
have  filled  the  office  of  Post-master  Ge- 
neral, will  not  contradict  me  when  I  assert, 
that  the  additional  tax  on  letters  (which 
was  a  part  of  Mr.  Palmer's  proposal  to  the 
minister)  could  not  have  been  borne  had 
it  not  been  counterbalanced  by  some 
signal  benefit  to  the  correspondence  of  the 
country.  I  appeal  to  the  official  know- 
ledge of  those  noble  lords,  whether  the 
tardiness  and  insecurity  of  the  post,  on  its 
original  footing,  had  not  induced  numbers 
of  mercantile  people  to  send  their  letters 
in  parcels  by  the  stag^  coaches,  in  diminu- 
tion of  the  Post-office  revenue,  and  whe* 
ther  it  was  not  a  growing  evil  ?  An  addi- 
tional tax  on  letters  would  have  been  only 
an  additional  motive  for  this  practice,  had 
not  the  safety  and  the  dispatch  provided 
by  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  for  the  transmission  of 
lettecsmade  it  worth  the  while  of  the  mer- 
chants (and  indeed  of  all  other  descnptioas) 
to  submit  to  the  augmented  impost — Do  1 
say  too  much  when  I  assert,  that  this  whole 
transaction  bears  a  roost  unfavourable  co- 
lour of  a  concert  which  ought  not  to  have 
taken  place  for  such  a  purpose  ?  The  pro- 
cedure elsewhere  will  explain  my  meaning. 
The  hommrable  mover  (Major  Palmer), 
who  brought  forward  the  Claim  in  another 

Elace,  justly  alarmed  by  the  steps  which 
e  saw  taken  here,  naturally  inferring  that 
there  was  a  determination  to  crush  this 
Bill,  and  wisely  measuring  his  own  inabi- 
lity to  struggle  against  such  a  combination, 
dropped  his  notice  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  and  determined  not  to  urge  the 
Vou  XL 


matter  further  at  pi^esent  in  the  hous( 
commons.    Then  the  chancellor  of  the 
chequer  starts  up;   and,  without  hav 
given  the  least  hint  of  what  he  was  ab 
to  do,  urges  forward  that  bill  which  he 
opposed  in  every  previous  stage  with  | 
fessed   hostility ;    performs  the    fiinct 
which  only  appertained  to  a  supportei 
the  bill ;  passes  it,  and  sends  it  up  to  us 
sanctioned  by  the  deliberate  judgment 
the  house  of  commons.     Wherefore  ?  ] 
cause,   to   those  who  had  determined 
trample  on  the  Claim,  it  was  more  desiral 
that  sentence  should  be  passed  upon 
than  that  it  should  remain  to  strength 
itself   by    its  intrinsic    ment   in    pub 
opinion  ;  so  it  was  to  be  expedited  to 
to  receive  that  doom  which  it  was  thoup 
would  be  secured  for  it  in  this  place.  Fl 
tering  indeed  to  this  house  to  imagine  tl: 
such  a  question,  a  question  of  private  pi 
peiiy  and  personal  justice,  would  be  pi 
judged  here !  No  other  construction,  u 
fortunately,  can  be  given  to  these  stef 
How  ought  we  to  look  upon  those  wl 
have  co-operated  in  such  a  plan  ?  That 
a  point  which  I  leave  to  your  feelings  r 
spectively ;  for  it  is  too  painful  for  me 
press. — So  much,  my  lords,  for  the  prel 
minaries.  Now  see  upon  what  sort  of  argi 
ment  the  motion  itself  is  recommende< 
The  noble  lord  does  not  pretend  to  den 
the  original  specific  contract  entered  ini 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  does  he  dispute  the  fac 
that  the  advantage  reaped  by  the  publj 
from  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  has  gone  far  b( 
yond  what  had  been  contemplated  ;  bi 
be  gives  you  a  choice  of  two  solutions  I 
do  away  the  inference  from  his  admissioi 
In  the  nrst  place,  he  tells  you  that  thoug 
it  was  Mr.  Pitt's  intention  to  grant  thoi 
conditions,  they  were  found  irreconcileab 
to  the  Post-office  Act ;  therefore,  Mr.  Pa 
mer  accepted  a  lower  per-centage  and 
place,  bc^  to  be  held  at  the  pleasure  t 
the  minister.    Mr.  Palmer's  invariable  a 
sertion  to  the  contrary,  and  his  loud  n 
clamation  against  Mr.  Pitt's  subsequei 
conversion  of  the  terms  into  an  annutl 
of  3,000/.   is  intitled  to  at  least  as  muc 
weight,  as  the  looi^e  supposition  now  a 
ferwd  to  you.   Must  it  not,  however,  siril 
every  one  as  the  grossest  of  absurdities  i 
Mr.  Palmer,  that  he  should  gratuitous! 
waive  a  benefit  assured  to  him  for  life,  i 
order,  without  any  additional  or  compel 
satory  bcjon,  to  rest  upon  the  will  of  wh 
soever  might  be  minister  ?  This,  too,  wh< 
he  knew  the  irritation  of  all  the  old  se 
vants  of  the  Post-office  against  ium^  f 
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his  preteanon  of  managing  a  branch  of 
their  dut^  better  than  they  had  devised 
laeanB  of  doing.    The  point,  however^  is 
clear  from  that  very  eyidence  on  which  the 
noble  lord  thinks  he  can  be  borne  out 
to  another  conclusion.    That  Mr.  Palmer 
might  be  entitled  to  interfere  at  the  Post- 
olfice,  it  was  necessary  he  should  have  a 
place  under  the  Post-master  General ;   a 
place,  we  will  allow,  on  the  tenure  of  good 
behaviour ;  and  a  calculated  portion  equal 
to  the  salary  of  the  place  was  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  per-centage.     Now^  who 
does  not  see  that  in  reason  and  justice  this 
deduction  could  only  be  understood  for  as 
long  as  he  should  hold  the  place  ?  Remove 
him,  and  you  return  to  the  original  con- 
tract.   That  contract,  it  is  now  said,  was 
not  admitted  by  Mr.  Pitt.    The  contract, 
my  lords,  cannot  be  denied.    It  stands  in 
clear  written  proof  before  you.     Nothing 
but  assumptions,  assumptions  of  the  most 
extravagant  nature,  appear  against  it ;  and 
!that  Mr.  Pitt  should  have  thought  himself 
at  liberty  to  impose  arbitrarily  upon  Mr. 
Palmer  a  substitute  for  the  conditions  (hav- 
ing secured,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  in- 
crease to  the  revenue  and  all  the  conve- 
nience to  the  public)  is  a  matter  which 
J  lament,  but  upon  which  I  shall  not  ex- 
patiate.    I  will  only  say,  it  seems  as  if, 
when  the  stipulated  gains  of  Mr.  Palmer 
came  to  an  amount  lar  beyond  what  had 
been   expected,    an   apprehension    arose 
that  an  improvident  bargain  might  appear 
to  have  been  made  for  the  public ;  to  get 
rid  of  which  imputation,  it  was  expedient 
to   annul    the   bargain   by  the   hand   of, 
power.     Provident  or  improvident,  it  was 
a  bargain ;    and  as  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  profit  to  Mr.  Palmer,  it  could  only  be 
proportional  to  the  augmented  convenience 
^f  the  public.     But  tne  noble  lord  then  re- 
sorts to  his  other  ground ;  and  he  tells  you, 
that  whatsoever  the  conditions  might  have 
been,  they  were  forfeited  by  Mr.  Palmer's 
-misconduct  in  the  office ;  of  which  mis- 
conduct the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased 
to  indicate  particulars.     I  have  already 
resisted  the  position  that  any  alteration  in 
the  engagement  could  be  adected  by  Mr. 
PalmePs  behaviour  in  office,  other  than 
that  if  he  misconducted  himself,  he  was  no 
longer  to  have    the    superintendence   of 
that  concern  on  the  good  or  on  the  bad 
management  of  which  his  gains  were  ma- 
materially  to  depend.      It   was   scourge 
enough  over  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  busi- 
ness might  be  lef^  to  persons,  who,  hav- 
\ng  assierted  that  the  scheme  never  could 


succeed,  were  piqued  in  vanity  to  de- 
feat bis  hopes   as  well  as  those  of  the 
public  ;  anu  in  this  circumstance  lies  the 
explanation  of  the  necessity  for  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's being  in  the  Post-office  at  all.     But 
see  what  is  urged  against  this  gentleman. 
Letters  written  in  the  carelessness  of  con- 
fidence to  his  deputy  are  produced  to  prove 
the  insolence  of  Mr.  Palmer  towaras  the 
Post-master  General>  and  Mr.    Palmer's 
connivance  at  frauds.    With  respect  to  the 
first,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  Mr. 
Palmer  conceived  himself,  though  ostensi- 
bly under  the  Post-master  General,  to  be 
'substantially  independent  of  anyone  but 
Mr.  Pitt ;  but,  as  this  seems  not  to  have 
been  explained  by  the  Treasury  to  the 
Post-master  General,  there  were  constant 
jealousies  of  intrusion  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  contumacy  on  the  other.     I  am  not'  pal- 
liating the  tone  of  Mr.  Palmer's  letters, 
because  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  would 
be  the  first  now  to  condemn  their  stile, 
though  they  were  addressed  to  one   on 
whom  he  had  such  reliance  that  the  senti- 
ments seemed  not  to  go  beyond  his  own 
breast ;  but  I  positively  deny  that  the  sha- 
dow   of   an  impeachment    against  Mr. 
Palmer's    integrity  can   be  drawn  from 
those  letters  or  from  the  transactions  to 
which  they  refer.      The  noble  lord,  with- 
out sufficient  considei*ation  of  the  nature 
of  the    evidence,  directly    charges  Mr. 
Palmer  with  having  been  privy  to  the 
fabrication  of  false  vouchers.      How  does 
the  case  really  stand  ?  In  the  outset  of  the 
business,  before  any. thing  had  got  into  its 
regular  course,  Mr.  Bonnor,  the  deputy^ 
advances  a  sum  of  money  to  one  of  the 
persons  employed  in  travelling  to  establish 
the  line  for  the  mail  coaches.     That  man 
loses  his  accounts  of  the  expenditure.  Mr. 
Bonnor  cannot  recover  the  sum  from  the 
office  without  detailing  the   articles    of 
charge.     He  applies,  in  a  letter  now  be- 
fore you  (see  p.  1 99),  to  Mr.  Palmer,  stat^ 
ing  the  hardship  of  not  being  repaid  mo- 
ney bond  fide  laid  out  in  the  public  service. 
Mr.  Palmer  directs  Mr.  Hasker,  another 
gentleman  of  the  Post-office,  to  sit  down 
with  Mr.  Boraior  and  calculate  what  might 
equitably  be  supposed  the  expences  of  the 
man   measured   by  those  journies  which 
there  was  proof  he  had  performed,  and  by 
the  disbursements  which  the  establishments 
effected  by  him  must  have  required.     The 
account  so  made  out  Mr.  Palmer  passed. 
Was  this  done  in   secret?    Why,   then, 
should  Mr.  Hasker,  a  clerk  in  the  office, 
have  been  called  in  ?  Was  there  turpitude 
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ill  the  transaction  ?  With  whom  then  did  it 
originate?  the  deputy.  Who  was  to  be  the 
loser  if  the  account  should  not  be  made  up  ? 
the  deputy.  Who  furnished  the  whole  state- 
ment of  facts  ?  the  deputy.     Yet  an  accu- 
sation made  a  long  time  after  to  the  Post- 
master General  by  that  deputy,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  quarrelled  with  his 
principal,  of  an  account's  having  been  so 
incorrectly  made  up,  is  received  from  that 
person  who  did  reap  advantage  irom  the 
business,  as  decisive  testimony  against  the 
probity  of  Mr.  Palmer,  who  could  not  draw 
a  possible  benefit  from  the  transaction! 
But,  says  the  noble  lord,  the  consciousness 
of  impropriety  is  evident  from  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's own  expression  in  one  of  the  letters, 
that  this  was  the  most  aukward  account  he 
had  laid  before  the  board.     Who,  upon  a 
moment's  reflection,  (which  I  am  sorry 
the  noble  lord  did  not  give  to  it),  but  mu^< 
perceive,  that  this  phrase  was  a  just  repre- 
hension, though  gently  conveyed,  to  the 
inattention  of  his  deputy.      And  did  the 
Post-master  General,  prejudiced  avowedly 
against  Mr.  Palmer,  ever  put  such  a  con- 
struction upon  that  letter }  I  say  he  could 
not  have  done  it     If  he  had,  he  must  have 
regarded  the  whole  transaction  as  fraudu- 
lent.    Did  he  so  ?    There  is  direct  proof 
againstthefact*.  forlord  Walsinghamin  the 
evidence  acquits  Mr.  Palmer  of  having  any 
private  interest  of  his  own  in  making  up 
this  account.     Had  the  transaction  been 
fraudulent,  all  the  parties  concerned  in  it 
must  have  been  subjected  to  the  deserved 
reprobation  of  the  Post  Master  General. 
Yet  Mr.  Hasker,  one  of  those  who  made 
up  the  account,  was  so  far  from  being  cen- 
sured, that  he  has  since  been  promoted  to 
a  situation  of  much  greater  trust  and  emo- 
hmient.     He  has  fa«en,  I  doubt  not,  be- 
comingly so  promoted ;  for,  I  repeat,  there 
was  not  any  thing  in  the  business  to  excite 
even  a  transient  suspicion  of  malversa- 
tion.   Then  it  is  said,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
desires  bis  deputy  to  pass  an   account 
which  he  at  the  same  time  describes  as 
a  shameful  imposition.      Good  heaven ! 
would  not  one  suppose  that  the  noble  lord 
reckoned  upon  our  never  having  read  the 
documents   from  which  he  reasons;    or, 
what  is  more  probable,   that  he   never 
read  them  himself.     What  is  it  that  Mr. 
Palmer  consents  shall  be  paid  ?    A  debt 
intailed    by    the    Post    Master    General 
through  an  unfitting  interference  with  Mr. 
Palmer's  contracts ;   a  debt  which  could 
not  attach  on  Mr.  Palmer ;  a  debt  which 
Mr.  Pftlmer  had  but  to  refuse  sanctioning. 


if  he  wanted  to  expose  and  distress 
Post  Master  General  whom  he  is  rei 
sented  as  treating  with  such  hostil 
When  I  speak  of  the  Post  Master  Gen« 
(lord  Walsingliam),  it  is  with  the  sentim 
which  every  man  who  knows  him  m 
entertain  of  him  ;  with  the  truest  resp 
for  his  private  virtues,  and  with  the  obli 
tion  which  I  must  feel  in  common  y^ 
every  other  of  your  lordships,  for  the 
defatigable  exertions  of  that  noble  lord 
the  committees  of  this  house  ;  exertions 
important  for  the  security  of  the  rights  i 
properties  of  individuals  as  to  entitle 
noble  lord  to  the  gratitude  of  the  coun 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges 
functions.  That  noble  lord  I  am  coi 
dent,  naturally  incensed  as  he  has  been 
the  language  held  by  Mr.  Palmer,  ne 
for  a  moment  thought  of  putting  on  1 
L  matter  a  construction  different  from  wl 
I  have  given  to  it,  or  would  have  wishe 
hesitation  about  the  payment.  The  tn 
was,  that,  although  tKe  contractor  ov 
reached  the  Post  Master-General  as 
the  quantum  of  compensation,  there  li 
been  a  regular  bargain;  and  the  gc 
faith  of  government  was  pledged  to  t 
punctual  performance  of  its  part.  Is  it  1 
much  to  ask,  that  in  another  bargain  e 
dently  as  clear  and  precise,  the  same  pr 
ciple  should  be  observed  ?  I  speak  of  ^ 
Palmer's  contract.  If  it,  no  more  th 
the  other,  was  not  reduced  to  a  srr 
written  agreement,  does  it  become  t 
British  government  to  quibble  like  Sli 
lock,  and  say  ''  it  cannot  find  the  con 
tion  in  the  Bond  ?"  Does  any  body  questi 
the  original  terms  ?  Does  any  bcxly,  unl< 
upon  assumptions  which  violate  comm 
sense,  urge  that  there  was  a  subsequf 
alteration  of  these  conditions  ?  Mr.  Lor 
indeed,  is  called  before  the  committee 
give  his  opinion  of  what  was  Mr.  Pit 
conception  of  the  engagement.  Wha 
strange  sort  of  evidence  !  But,  indepe 
dent  of  the  inadmissibility  of  any  thing 
loose  as  an  opinion  upon  what  was  anotn 
man's  opinion,  I  would  object  to  N 
Long  on  this  occasion,  as  a  person  w 
could  not  be  impartial.  He  stands  pi 
fessedly  interested  to  vindicate  the  c( 
racter  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  having  made 
improvident  bargain.  I  do  not  admit  it 
have  been  an  improvident  bargain  ;  I 
had  it  been  ever  so  much  so,  I  say  t 
testimony  of  Mr.  Long  cannot  counters 
the  intrinsic  evidence  of  the  case.  IV 
Long  is  a  man  of  the  highest  honour,  a 
would  not  tay  that  which  he  did  not  m 
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strictly  think.     He  gives  you,  however, 
nothing  but  his  suppositions ;  and  I  have 
stated  that  his  anxiety  for  the  reputation  of 
his  deceased  friend  must  biass  them.    He 
does  not  state  himself  to  have  been  privy 
to  the  transaction ;    and  how  should  he, 
when  he  was  not  in  office  at  the  time  of 
ihe  contract^  and  therefore,  could  at  best 
but  speak  to  the  after-thought  of  Mr.  Pitt  ? 
Why  did  not  you  examine  the  reverend 
prelate  (the  bishop  of  Lincoln)  who  was 
then  Mr.  Pitt's  secretary,  or  the  president 
of  the  council  (earl  Camden),  whose  non- 
attendance  on  this  question  I  cannot  but 
remark  and  most  pointedly  regret  ?  You 
knew  that  the  business  passed  through  their 
hands ;    did  you  fear  that  their  answers 
would  not  be  favourable  ?    Why  did  you 
not  demand  of  Mr.  Palmer  himself  expla- 
nations where  any  were  wanting  ?   You 
will  say>  that  he  was  a  party  and  inadmis-, 
sible.    Then  so  was  M^.  Pitt,  equally  no* 
Je^s  interested  by  bis  pride  than  Mr.  Pal- 
mer was  in  his  profit,   similarly   to   be 
rejected  as  a  witness  if  you  go  upon  that 
principle,  but  most  of  all  to  be  rejected 
if  his  testimony  is  to  be  given  through  Mr. 
Long.  I  repeat,  tlien,  that  Mr.  Long's  evi- 
dence is  nothing.  Yet,  and  I  intreat  you  to 
observe  this^  the  gaining  this  opinion  from 
him  was  thought  of  so  much  importance  as 
to  make  it  for  that  alone  necessary  to  call 
him  before  the  Committee  of  this  house. 
Why  was  not  the  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  the   Committee   of  the   house   of 
commons  deemed  sufficient,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the   documents  ?  Why  ?   because 
this  opinion  was  not  contained  in  it ;  and 
it  was  necessary  to  seek  it  by  a  leading 
question  in  the  committee  of  this  house  ; 
and  that  is  the  single  new  light  attempted 
to  be  acquired   by  the  personal  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Long.     In  short,  a  colour, 
howsoever  slight,  was  thought  quite  suffi- 
cient for  what  was  to  be  managed  here. 
— My  lards  ;  in  the  whole  of  this  business 
there  is  the  most  unfavourable  appearance 
of  combination.     Ministers  appear  to  have 
been  galled   by    a   defeat   in  the    other 
house.     They   have   even  acknowledged 
their  vexation,   and   have   extravagantly 
taxed  the  decision  as  the  result  of  party 
management    against    them.      W)lat    of 
party  is  there  in  such  a  question ;  what  of 
management  ?  The  question  was  not  carried 
by  surprize.     Never,  perhaps,  was  a  sub- 
ject so  thoroughly  debated  before.     If  I 
am  not  misinformed,  there  were  nine  dis- 
cussions, and  five  divisions  on  this  matter 
in  the  house  of  commons,  in  all  of  which 


Mr.  Palmer's  Claim  was  declared  by  un- 
precedented majorities.    It  was  the  tri- 
umph  of  honest  feeling  and  a  clear  sense 
of  justice  over  the  most  powerful  iniia- 
ence.    I  do  not  bid  you  seek  examples 
elsewhere.    This  house  has  been  honoured^ 
and  justly  honoured,  by  the  public,  for 
the  equity  with  which  it  has  always  pro- 
tected the  interests  of  individuals.     The 
appearances  on  this  occasion  are  quite 
novel,  and  they  are  also  quite  intelligible. 
I  will  only  say  upon  them  that,  if  for  the 
calamity  of  the  country  a  means  were  to 
be  devised  tor  lowering  the  house  of  lords 
in  general  estimation^  nothing  could  be 
more  efiectual  than  that  there  should  be  on 
a  question   of  justice  such  a  display  of 
preparation  as  has  now  taken  place,  and 
that  the  management  should  prove  suc- 
cessful.— For  my  own  part,  totally  uncon- 
nected with  Mr.  Palmer,  my  support  is 
mfluenced  b^'^  no  other  motive  than  the 
merits  of  his  Claims  :  for  I  declare  to 
noble  lords,  that  I  never  in  my  life  stood 
forward  in  defence  of  a  measure  in  which  I 
was  so  strongly  convinced  of  the  justice  of 
its  basis,  or  felt  a  greater  desire  to  see 
that  justice  done.     If  the  noble  baron  had 
studied  the  evidence  with  the  same  atten* 
tion  that  I  have  done,  I  am  satisfied   he 
must,  of  necessity,  have  coine  to  the  same 
conclusion.    Great  injustice  has  been  done 
to  Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  bill  has  been  brought  forward.    Your 
lordships  have  not  the  whole  of  the  case 
before  you,  and  consequently  have  not  the 
means  of  coming  to  an  impartial  decision 
upon  it.     To  aiibrd  you  that  opportunity, 
I  shall  move  that  your  lordships  do  now 
adjourn.     By  adopting  this  motion,  you 
will  avoid  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the 
question,  and  leave  the  principle  of  the 
bill  open  to  future  discu^ion. 

Lord  Harrowby  felt  himself  perfectly 
willing  to  allow,  that  a  positive  bargain 
had  been  made  in  the  ^rst  instance  be- 
tween government  and  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
he  thought  that  -no  imputation  of  unfair- 
ness ought  to  rest  upon  ministers  for  not 
calling  upon  lord  Camden  and  the  bishop 
of  Lincoln  for  their  evidence,  since  all 
they  could  possibly  relate  would  only 
confirm  what  there  was  no  intention  of 
disputing,  namely,  the  actual  existence  of 
the  contract  ;  but  though  he  fully  ad- 
mitted that  this  bargain  had  been  originally 
.concluded,  still  he  must  express  himself 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer  i|i  office,  and  bis 
acceptance  of  3,000/.  per  ^onuw^  W^t  l)« 
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considered  as  a  forfeiture  of  his  claims 
upon  government,  and  an  implied  acknow- 
ledgment upon  his  part,  that  such  forfei- 
ture had  been  justly  incurred,  and  that  he 
assented  to  the  measures  afterwards  adopt- 
ed.    Indeed,  the  noble  lord  said  he  must 
consider  Mr^  Palmer  in  the  present  in- 
stance to  have  submitted   too  hastily  to 
the  undigested  advice  of  his  friends  when 
he    consented   to  the  revision    of  these 
claims.     It  would  iiave  been  more  politic, 
in  all  respects,  to  have  suffered  them  to 
rest  quietly  in  the  state  to  which  former 
arrangements  had  reduced  them.    There 
were  many  objections  to  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  bill ;  but,  did  there  exist  no 
other  than  respect  for  the  memory  of  that 
illustrious  statesman  (Mr.  Pitt)  by  whom 
this  question  had  been  previously  disposed 
of,  the  noble  lord   said,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  oppose  this  bill. — ^The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  comment 
very  largely  upon  the  printed  evidence, 
and  contended  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  for- 
feited all  pretension  to  the  original  bargain, 
and  that,  by  his  acceptance  of  the  3,000/. 
a  year,  he  had  yielded  up  his  Claim.  Upon 
a  mature  consideration  of  the  case,  there- 
fore, he  could  not,  consistently  with  his 
duty,  or  the  respect  he  owed  the  character 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  act  otherwise   than  oppose 
any  further  entertainment  of  this  bill. 

Lord  Erskine, — I  shall  not  attempt  to 
say  that  all  the  minutiae  of  the  Evidence 
of  this  elaborate  case  are  now  fresh  in 
my  memory,  but,  my  lords,  here  is 
the  Opinion  given  by  me  in  my  profes- 
sional capacity  some  years  since  ;  and 
thus  far  I  will  say,  that  this  Opinion  was 
formed  and  delivered  upon  the  most  strict 
investigation,  and  the  most  serious  and 
patient  consideration ;  and  I  will  pledge 
my  honour  as  a  peer,  and  my  character  as 
a  lawyer,  on  the  soundness  of  its  basis  and 
the  correctness  of  its  doctrine.  And  I  am 
the  more  convinced  of  its  justice  when  I  see 
subscribed  to  it  the  names  of  such  great 
men,  that  I  hardly  dare  name  myself  in 
comparison.  My  lords,  here  is  the  opi- 
nion of  my  lord  Mansfield,  one  of  the 
judges.  And  I  most  solemnly  declare  that 
I  wish  Mr.  Palmer  might  stand  or  fall  by 
the  opinion  of  the  other  eleven.  I  am 
confident  that  very  fiew  of  the  noble  lords, 
who  oppose  this  bill,  know  any  of  the  &ct8 
relating  to  its  merits,  and  I  almost  fear 
that  they  have  been  prejudiced  and  are 
determined  to  act  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  that  prejudice  :  I  do,  therefore, 
coi^Qre  tbe  noble  lords  not  to  treat  a 


measure  of  such  consequence   as  this  i 
with  so  much  injustice,  as  to  declare  the 
opinion  without  knowing  what  the  mat( 
rials  are  on  which  it  should  be  built.    Fc 
though  it  looks  very  well  to  see  nobi 
lords    coming    to   the    house    with  bin 
books   [the  Evidence  printed  was  boun 
in  blue]  under  their  arms,  yet  it  is  not  th 
having  the  books  under  their  arms  th« 
will  convey  the  contents  to  their  headt 
How  sh6uld  their  lordships  be  conversan 
with  a  mass  of  papers  which  they  hav 
scarcely  had  time  to  open  ?   For  myself, 
have  not  yet  received  it,  and  the  only  notic 
that  has  been  given  me,  has  been  by  ; 
Circular  Letter  from  the  honourable  move 
of  this  Claim  in  the  other  house,  entreating 
me,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  your  lord 
ships,  not  to  decide  upon  this  case,  withou 
unaersikanding  its  merits  and  reading  th< 
whole  of  the  Evidence   laid  before  me 
Can  any  noble  lord  reconcile  it  to  his  con 
science  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  such  an  ap- 
peal to  his  justice  and  liberality  ?  I  shal 
therefore  certainly  support  the  motion  oi 
adjournment.     Mr.  Palmer  is  accused  ol 
misconduct  in  his  official  situation.     Nowj 
where  is  the  evidence  to  support  such  a 
charge  ?  There  is  not  one  tittle  to  justify 
even  a  supposition  of  such  a  nature  :  on 
the  contrary,  the  whole  of  the  Evidence 
proves  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  throughout, 
to  have  been  that  of  an  honest  man.— 
Some   of  the  noble   lords  say  that  Mr. 
Palmer,   by    accepting  the    3,000/.   per 
annum,  gave  up  his  claim  to  the  original 
stipulations.   Now,  that  Mr.  Palmer  never 
considered  it  in  that  light  is  indisputably 
proved  by  the  Evidence   and  his  letter 
written  at  the  time  to  a  noble  lord  (earl 
Camden.)       And  from    Mr.  Pitt's  own 
conduct,  it  is  evident  he  never  considered 
the  Claim  to  the  benefits  of  the  Contract 
a:^  waved  by  the  acceptance  of  the  3,000/. 
a  year,  Mr.  Palmer  was  obliged  to  accept 
this  allowance  in  the  year  1793  ;'and  m 
1797  he  applied  to  Mr.  Pitt  to  have  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  his  case. 
Why,  then,  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  considered  the 
original  agreement  as  cancelled  by  Mr. 
Palmer's  acceptance  in   1793,  would  he 
not  have  said,  upon  this  application  in 
1797,   "Why,  good  God,  sir!  what  do 
you  mean  ?  You  gave  up  all  your  preten- 
sions to  my  bargain,  by  your  acceptance 
of  3,000/.  a  year  in  1793."— IMd  Mr.  Pitt 
say  so  ?   No,  he  granted   the  request  : 
then,  it  is  evident,  that  he  considered  the 
case  as  Mr.  Palmer  and  every  one  else 
did.    Although  by  the  law  laid  down  in 
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the  case  of  "  Wilkinson  against  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy"  it  was  decided, 
that  those  who  acted  merely  as  the  ser- 
vants of  the  executive  government  were 
not  personally  bound  by  their  engage- 
ments, but  that  the  performance  depended 
entirely  upon  their  own  honour  and  good 
faith,  yet  for  the  honour  of  our  government 
those  contracts  have  ever  been  held 
sacred  and  inviolate ;  whenever  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  decide  upon  a  bargain  of  such 
a  nature,  when  disputed,  the  circumstances 
were  not  stifled,  as  in  this  case,  but  it  is 
the  constant  practice  of  all  Public  Boards 
to  come  to  issue  upon  the  facts,  and 
thereby  give  cognizance  to  courts  of  jus- 
tice. Why,' then,  do  not  the  noble  lords 
send  Mr.  Falmer's  Claims  to  a  similar  tri- 
bunal, and  let  him  have  justice  done  him 
by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen  ?  This  is  all 
he  desires,  but  this  he  is  refused  !  And 
for  what  reason  ?  Why,  the  whole  world 
.must  see  that  his  majesty's  ministers  know 
the  weakness  of  their  defence,  and  there- 
fore take  upon  themselves  the  disposal  of 
it,  lest  they  should  be  exposed  if  they  were 
sent  elsewhere  ? — ^The  bargain  has,  upon 
Mr  Palmer's  part,  been  most  honourably 
fulfilled  :  the  government  alone  has  failed, 
and  if  the  noble  lords  thus  attempt  to  get 
rid  of  a  measure  which  they  are  afraid  to 
investigate,  they  commit  an  act  as  unjust 
as  it  is  impolitic. 

Lord  Walsingkam  observed,  that  he  held 
the  situation  of  Post-master  General  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension  from 
the  Post-office,  and  that  the  cause  of  such 
suspension  was  the  contumacy  and  insub- 
ordination of  Mr.  Palmer.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  while 
in  office  was  extremely  reprehensible,  and 
that  the  pension  he  at  present  enjoyed 
was  fully  adequate  to  the  services  he  had 
rendered. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  entered  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
appointment  and  dismissal  from  office, 
and  contended,  that  while  he  continued  to 
be  the  servant  of  the  public  it  could  not 
be  contended  but  that  he  was  entitled 
to  remunjsfation  for  his  services  ;  but 
havins  been  dismissed  from  that  service, 
in  his  judgment,  he  was  no  longer  entitled 
to  claim  that  remuneration  under  the 
ag^ement  in  question.  With  respect  to 
the  Opinions  of  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  and  of  the  attorney  general 
and  others,  which  had  been  handed  about, 
and  stated  as  favourable  to  Mr.  Palmer's 
claim,  he  considered  that  these  were  no- 


thing more  than  assumed  opinions  upon 
unascertained  facts.  Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  his  lordship  thought  the  bill 
was  of  a  nature  totally  new  in  -parlia- 
mentary history,  and  such  as  that  house 
could  not  consistently  maintain. 

Lord  Stanhope  having  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  real  question  be- 
fore them,  said,  be  should  agree  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  because  he 
wanted  more  information  upon  it.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  die  woolsack 
had  attacked  the  opinions  of  the  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  the  attorney 
general,  and  other  learned  persons  of 
great  weight  in  this  country,  with  more 
virulence  and  asperity  than  even  he  him- 
self had  ever  done  when  he  was  accused  of 
libelling  the  Judges,  and  charged  with 
calling  one  a  great  blockhead.  He  was, 
however,  as  happy  in  being  forced  to  de- 
fend the  Judges  as  he  should  be  in  defend- 
ing the  Bishops  on  some  future  occasion. 
His  decided  wish  was  to  submit  a  question 
or  two  to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion, 
before  the  matter  should  be  finally  de- 
cided. Without,  therefore,  giving  any 
opinion  of  his  own  at  present  upon  this 
case,  he  could  not  see  how  justice  could 
be  done  to  the  individual  on  the  one 
hand,  or  to  the  public  on  the  other,  with- 
out first  having  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges 
upon  the  subject ;  fbr  these  reasons  he  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  adjournment. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  observed,  that  as  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  had  been  so 
clearly  pointed  out  by  noble  lords  who 
spoke  early  in  the  debate,  he  would  not 
detain  the  house  by  insisting  further  upon 
that  which  appeared  to  be  universally  ad- 
mitted. With  respect  to  the  bill  under 
discussion,  he  had  to  observe,  that  the  sum 
claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  amount  to 
a  fortieth  part  of  those  emoluments  which 
had  accrued  to  the  country  confessedly 
through  the  medium  of  his  genius  and  abi- 
lity :  and,  really,  in  the  face  of  a  fact  like 
this,  he  could  not  comprehend  how.  the 
Claim  of  Mr.  Palmer  could  be  .resisted  upon 
the  ground  of  his  un worthiness.  Much 
had  been  s'aid  respecting  the  misconduct 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  but  he  would  ask,  to  what 
did  it  amount  ?  Did  it  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree throw  any  impeachment  upon  his 
honesty  ?  So  far  from  it,  that  the  noble 
lords  who  suspended  him,  declare  in  their 
evidence  before  us,  that  they  never  had 
the  slightest  reason  to  doubt  his  personal 
integrity.  If  the  nobk  lords  conceived 
that  Mr.  Palmer  had  acted  with  contumacy 
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and  disobedience  towards  them,  they 
were  certainly  justified  in  discharging  him ; 
but  that  dismission  had  nothing  whaterer 
to  do  with  the  Agreement  before  the  house, 
which  related  simply  to  the  price  which 
the  government  had  stipulated  to  pay  Mr. 
Palmer  for  his  Plan.  This  Agreement  was 
admitted ;  and  whatever  quarrel  had  after- 
wards arisen  could  not  possibly  justify  the 
government  in  retaining  the  plan,  and 
paying  the  projector  any  price  they  might 
find  convenient  to  set  upon  it  No  mis- 
conduct of  his  could  bear  them  out  in  a 
breach  of  contract  such  as  this ;  and  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer 
held  his  right  by  so  incontestable  a  tenure, 
that  had  he  even  been  convicted  of  felon}i9 
the  government  would  still  have  been 
bound  either  to  have  paid  the  price  they 
had  originally  agreea  for,  or,  on  failure 
of  that,  to  have  relinquished  the  benefits 
of  the  plan. 

Lord  Redtsdak  opposed  the  motion,  and 
afler  going  over  many  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  prove  that  Mr.  Palmer  had 
no  just  ground  of  claim,  declared  that  it 
concerned  the  dignity  of  the  house  that 
the  bill  should  be  got  rid  of  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

The  house  then  divided  on  lord  Molra's 
amendment. — Contents,  10  ;  Non-Con- 
tents,  34. — ^The  original  question.  That  the 
bill  be  rejected,  was  then  put,  and  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  June  21. 

[West  Indies.]  Mr.  Eden  enquired, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  found,  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  West  India 
trade,  any  measure  except  that  of  the  dis* 
tillation  from  sugar  that  had  been  already 
before  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  Distillation  bill  was  not  the  only 
measure  calculated  to  relieve  the  West 
India  merchant.  The  lowering  of  the  du* 
ties  on  cofiee,  and  the  increase  of  the  duties 
on  brandy,  would  have  a  similar  tenden- 
cy. It  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  propose  any 
other  measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Barham  then  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion on  Thursday,  respecting  the  state  of 
the  West  India  commerce. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  The  house 
went  into  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Scotch  judicature  bill.    The  bill  being  re-- 


committed,  Mr.  Homer  objected  to  t 
clause  enacting  that  no  appeals  should 
permitted  from  the  interlocutory  judgmei 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  without  the  conse 
of  the  Court  of  Ordinancy.   In  this  opini< 
he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Abercromby  ai 
sir  S.  Romilly ;  and  opposed  by  the  Lo 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  the  Solicitor  Gen 
ral  for  Scotland,  and  the  Chancellor  of  tl 
Exchequer.     After  a  long  conversatio 
sir  S.  Romilly  proposed  an  amendment  \ 
the  clause  enacting  that  appeals  shoul 
not  be  permitted,  in  the  following  words 
**  except  where  there  is  a  difference  < 
opinion  among  the  judges.'^     The  Solicit( 
General  opposed  the  amendment,  but  aftc 
some  further  conversation  between  sir  l 
Romilly,  the  Solicitor  General,  and  th 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  it  was  agree 
to. — Mr.  Homer  objected  to  that  part  c 
the  clause  which  allowed  an  appeal  wher 
an  interlocutory  judgment  might  becom 
final,  and  moved  that  that  part  of  th 
clause  should  be  expunged.    After  a  fev 
words  from  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotlan< 
and  Mr.  Abercromby,  the  words  were  ex 
punged. — Mr.  Horner  next  proposed,  thd 
the  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  th^ 
regulations  and  the   proceedings  of  th( 
courts  in  Scotland,  and  reporting  how  fai 
they  might  admit  of  the  introduction  o 
the  trial  by  jury  in  civil  causes  in  Scotland 
should  be  appointed  by  parliament,  ant 
not  by  the  crown,  and   that  they  should 
report  to  the  houses  of  parliament.     Thi< 
amendment  was  opposed  by  the  Lord  Ad 
?ocate  of  Scotland,  the  Chancellor  of  thi 
Exchequer,  and  the  Solicitor  General  Ibi 
Scotland ;  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Whit 
bread  and  Mr.  Tierney,  when  a  divisior 
took  place  in  the  committee :    For  the 
amendment  12 ;   Against  it  44'.      Majo< 
rity  S'2. — ^The  report  was  ordered  to  b€ 
received  to-morrow. 

[Assessed  Taxes  Bill.]  The  house  weni 
into  a  committee  on  the  Assessed  Taxet 
bill.  Several  new  clauses  were  proposed 
and  several  amendments  of  omission  and 
insertion  made.  Mr.  Wardell,  as  a  checli 
upon  vexatious  surcharges,  moved  that  the 
inspector  should  state  the  grounds  of  th< 
surcharge  in  the  certificate,  so  as  to  enabU 
the  part}'  to  come  prepared  to  meet  it.  Va 
rious  cases  of  vexatious  surcharge  wen 
stated  from  both  sides  of  the  house,  th< 
necessity  of  some  specification  was  allowed 
and  an  amendment  calculated  to  answei 
the  purpose,  was  agreed  to.  The  hoa.  gent 
also  suggested  that  persons  surcharged 
should  be  required  to  answer  on  oath  ooli 
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to  the  particalar  object  of  the  surcharge, 
and  not  generally  to  swear  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  original  return  in  every  point. 
After  some  explanation,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  expressed  his  intention  to 
take  this  case  into  consideration,  and  to 
apply  such  remedy  as  the  case  should  re- 
quire.— Another  amendment  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Wardell,  for  reducing  the  exces- 
sive penalty  of  500/.  on  vexatious  surchar- 
ges, to  a  more  reasonable  and  practicable 
amount  of  fine,  and  for  having  that  amount 
levied  directly  by  the  commissioners,  in- 
stead of  making  it  the  ground  of  a  tedious 
suit  at  law.      On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  penalty 
was  fixed  at  100^.     On  the  other  part  of 
the  clause  the  amendment  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  who 
proposed  the  postponement  of  the  clause, 
to  afibrd  time  for  considering  an  adequate 
remedy.     The  question  being  put  on  Mr. 
Smith's  motion,  a  division  toc^  place :  For 
the   postponement  21  ;    Against   it    63. 
Majority  42. — On  a  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  appoint 
special  commissioners  or  inspectors 'general 
to  superintend  the  decisions  of  appeals, 
with  a  salary  of  600/.  a  year«  with  travel- 
ling expences  and  allowances  for  clerks, 
&c.  a  discussion  arose,  some  thinking  the 
appointment  unnecessary.  Upon  a  division 
the  numbers  were;    Ayes  58  ;    Noes  15. 
Majority  43. 

The  other  clauses  were  then  asreed  to, 
and  some  new  clauses  were  added. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Wednesday,  June  22. 

[Curates'  R£su>enc£  Bill.]  The  Duke 
of  Rutland  presented  a  petition  from  cer- 
tain of  the  clergy  of  Leieestershive,  against 
the  provisions  pf  the  Curates'  bill ;  and 
lord  Bi'owniow  presented  a  similar  petition 
tm.  the  part  of  the  clergv  of  Lickoolnshire. 
— Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  £arl  of  Lauderdak  renewed,  his  ob- 
jections against  the  bill.  It  was  a  bill  of 
the  utmost  consequence,  both  as  it  affected 
property  and  the  established  church ;  and 
above  ail,  as  it  went  to  extend  the  power 
of  the  bishops,  who  already  possessed  too 
much.  It  was,  moreover,  brought  into  the 
house  at  ao  late  a  period  of  the  session, 
l^t  it  was  impossible  to  gi^re  it  a  Ml  and 
jminute  consideration.  It  was  yet  only  read 
the  first  time. 

Lord  Holland  pevfectly  coincided  in  thie 
()hMrvati^ni  of  Us  noble  frimid. 


The  Archbishop  of  Conferipttry  observed 
that  the  prints  of  the  bill  were  not  yet  on 
the  table ;  but  when  they  were,  and  be 
hoped  it  would  be  to-morrow,  he.  should 
then,  for  then  only  would  it  be  regular, 
move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Friday. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  complained  of 
the  shortness  of  the  notice,  and  again  en- 
tered more  fully  into  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences of  the  increased  power  which 
it  would  confer  on  the  bishops ;  only  one 
of  whom,  be  believed,  would  be  found  to 
have  the  spirit  to  oppose  it. 

Lord  Harrowby  called  the  noble  lord  to 
order,  as  allowing  himself  to  degenerate 
4into  personalities. 

The  Earl  of  Laaderdak  denied  that  he 
was  out  of  order  ;  and  said,  that  he  should 
take  the  next  opportunity  afibrded  him  of 
proving  that  he  meant  nothing  personal  to 
the  most  reverend  prelate  who  had  spoken 
on  the  present  occasion. 

[Bank  of  Ireland.]  The  order  of  the 
day  was  then  moved,  for  the  house  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for 
renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
and  lord  Grenville,  who  was*  to  have  made 
a  motion  on  the  subject,  not  being  present, 
a  conversation  ensued  between  the  lord 
chancellor,  lords  Holland  and  Stanhope, 
respecting  the  propriety  of  discharging, 
or  passing  over,  the  order  of  the  day, 
when 

Lord  Grenville  entered  the  house,  and 
soon  after  rose  to  make  his  motion ;  but 
first  presented  a  petition  from  the  catholic 
merchants  and  bankers  of  the  city  of 
Dublin^  praying  that  they  might  not  be 
excluded  from  acting  as  directors  and 
governors  of  the  Irish  Bank  ;  which  petio 
tion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
noble  lord  then  began  by  apologising  for 
the  delay  wliieh  he  had  unintentionally 
been  the  cause  of,  and  proceeded  to  open 
the  proposition  which  be  should  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  their  lordships .  He 
begged  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe 
that  dbe  house  was  going  to  legislate  on  a 
matter  respecting  which  they  were  wholly 
in  the  dark ;  the  charter  which  they  were 
going  to  renew,  not  so  much  as  being  be- 
fore them,  nor  even  the  terms  upon  which 
government  were  prepared  to  grant  the 
favour  of  that  renewal.  The  charter 
was  to  be  renewed  for  above,  twenty 
years,  and  what  was  the  return  to  bi 
made  to  government  for  the  concession  ? 
The  bank  of  Ireland  was  to  lend  one 
million  and  a  half  to  govfirnmeji^t,  at  a 
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higher  interest  than  govemment  borrowed 
money  at  in  this  country ;  and  the  bank 
was>  moreover,  to  manage  the  public  debt 
of  Ireland.  Now,  what  was  the  expence 
of  managing  that  debt  ?  It  appeared  from 
official  documents,  that  it  did  not  amount 
to  8>000/.  per  annum  ;  so  that,  for  the  sum 
of  8,000/.  government  granted  that  to  the 
bank  which  he  was  confident  that  many 
private  individuals  would  advance  ten 
times  the  sum  for.  The  bargain,  there- 
fore, was,  i  n  the  first  place,  most  improvi- 
dent for  the  country.  He  should  next 
proceed  to  consider  more  immediately  the 
question  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  lordships.  It  was  a 
question  by  no  means  oFthe  magnitude  of 
the  question  of  the  Catholic  Claims ;  nor 
was  it,  in  his  mind,  at  all  connected  with 
the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  that 
great  question  was  professed  to  be  opposed. 
On  a  reconsideration  of  these  grounds,  he 
might  for  a  moment  bring  himself  to  say 
that  they  were  just,  liberal,  and  politic, 
when  compared  with  the  reasons  for 
which  the  claim  he  was  now  going  to  make 
in  the  name  of  the  catholics,  was  to  be 
resisted.  On  the  general  question  it  was 
said,  that  by  granting  the  higher  claims 
of  the  catholics,  you  would  confer  upon 
them  a  degree  ot  political  power  which 
might  be  incompatible  with  the  security 
of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state. 
But  by  allowing  them  to  act  as  directors 
of  the  Bank,  you  gave  them  no  degree  of 
political  power  ;  for  it  was  not  with  the 
bank  of  Ireland  as  with  that  of  England : 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  no  connection 
with  government  as  the  hank  of  England 
had.  Besides,  hot  only  diflerent  sects,  but 
men  of  ditferent  religions  were  admitted 
as  directors  of  the  bank  of  England.  In 
Ireland,  however,  you  would  exclude  those 
from  that  distinction,  who  formed  the 
larger  portion  of  the  monied  interest  of 
Ireland,  and  who  possessed  the  greater 
share  of  the  commercial  capital  of  Ire- 
land. You  thus  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  managing  their  own  propeily, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
reasonable ;  you  so  far  discourage  them 
from  entrusting  their  property  to  the 
Irish  funds — ^than  which  nothing  could  be 
more  unwise  and  impolitic.  There  was 
no  point  of  view  under  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  consider  such  an  exclusion,  in  which 
it  must  not  appear  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  illiberal,  unjust,  ungrateful,  and  im- 
politic. These,  he  trusted,  would  be  suffi- 
cieatly  powerful  motives  with  their  lord- 
Vot.  XI. 


ships  to  induce  them  to  concur  in  the  motio 
which  he  should  now  submit  to  their  cotit 
deration.  The  noble  lord  then  conclude 
with  moving.  That  it  be  an  instruction 
the  committee  upon  the  bill,  that  they  c 
make  distinct  provision  for  admitting  tl 
catholics  to  hold  and  exercise  the  offic< 
of  director  and  governor  of  the  bank  ( 
Irelapd. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  opposed  the  motior 
on  the  grounds  he  had  already  so  ofte 
insisted  upon.     It  had  already  abundant!; 
appeared  to  be  the  sense  of  government 
and  of  parliament,  to  make  no  further  con 
cessions  to  the  catholics  of  Ireland  at  th< 
present  inoment.     Indeed,  he  would  go  s( 
far  as  again  to  repeat,  that  he  should  mak( 
his  stand  on  the  law  as  it  stood  at  the 
union.    What  had  been  conceded  up  to 
that  period  he  was  ready  to  abide  by  ; 
any  thing  further  he  would  oppose.     Uo 
man   could  deny  that  admission  to  the 
office  of  bank  directors  must  confer  influ- 
ence, which  influence  would  generate  po- 
litical power.    If,  therefore,  parliament 
was  wise  in  opposing  claims  of  higher  and 
more  extended  power,  they  would  act 
with  equal  wisdom  in  opposing  the  pre- 
sent claim,  which,  if  granted,  must  have 
the  tendency  it  was  the  desire  and  deter- 
mination of  parliament  to  counteract ;  for 
these  reasons,  he  must  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  Erskine  contended  that  their  lord- 
ships, by  refusing  the  proposition  of  his 
noble  friend,  would  violate  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  act  of  1793.  By  that  sta- 
tute it  was  particularly  provided,  that  all 
Catholics  might  be  elected  to  the  offices 
of  every  lay  corporation,  any  statute  or 
bye  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
excepting  the  University  of  Dublin.  His 
lordship  argued,  that  at  the  time  the  sta- 
tute was  framed,  the  legislature  must  have 
had  in  their  contemplation  charters  also  ; 
but  by  their  omitting  to  mention  that 
word,  in  his  opinion  (he  might  be  wrong). 
Catholics  could  not  be  admitted  under  the 
old  charter  to  the  different  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland.  But  the  very  reason,  he 
urged,  M'as,  that  the  legislature  had  not 
extended  this  right  to  Catholic  proprietors 
of  the  Bank,  under  the  old  charter,  be- 
cause the  charter  having  already  been 
granted  before  that  act  of  parliament,  it 
was  not  consistent  for  the  legislature,  nor 
agreeable  to  Magna  Charta,  that  they 
should  alter  or  destroy  a  charter  which 
they  had  already  granted.  If  any  man 
would  seriously  attend  to  the  preamble  of 
this  act  of  1793,  he  would  fina  that  it  waa 
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undoubtedly  the  intention  of  parliament, 
to  do  that  which  was  now  requested  by  his 
tioble  friend.  And  wfien  lie  considered, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  union^  the  Catholics 
possessed  every  right  which  could  apper- 
tain to  tkem  by  this  act  of  parliament, 
he  must  say  it  would  now  \te  a  violation  of 
such  rights,  on  t|;ie  part  of  the  legislature, 
if  they  did  not  adopt  a  clause  oi  this  de- 
scription. With  respect  to  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, he  might  possibly  be  misunder- 
stood ;  it  had  been  said,  that  hi^  conduct, 
Hpon  a  late  occasion,  was  inconsistent  with 
the  opinions  which  he  had  formerly  deli- 
yered  upon  this  subject.  But  he  would  defy 
any  man  to  fix  upon  him  the  stain  of  incon- 
sistency. His  conduct  now  was  exactly 
the  same  with  that  he  had  pursued  upon 
all  former  occasions.  The  Catholic  Ques- 
tion was  one  upon  wiiich  he  had  not  made 
vp  his  mind — it  was  one  concerning 
which  he  did  not  possess  that  information 
which  his  noble  friends  did  ;  for  in  the 
course  of  his  attending  the  other  house,  he 
did  not  recollect  that  he  was  once  present 
at  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  was  now, 
and  always  had  been,  his  opinion,  that 
their  claims  should  be  examined  into,  in 
order  that  he  might  see,  before  he  voted 
•ne  way  or  the  other,  how  far  it  might  be 
beneficial  that  their  requests  should  be 
complied  vsith.     It  was  on  these  grounds 

«  that  he  had  voted  with  his  noble  friend 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  prayer  of  their  Petition. 
But  had  his  noble  friend,*  or  any  other 
iipble  lord,  proposed  that  these  conces- 
sions should  be  granted  without  inquiry, 
he  should  have  refused  his  assent.  It 
might  be  wrong,  but  at  the  same  time,  he 
must  allow  he  did  entertain  a  prejudice 
against  the  Catholic  religion.  Of  all  the 
obstacles  he  could  imagine,  he  knew  of 
none  more  injurious  to  the  progress  of 
Christianity  than  popery ;  but  it  was  now 
no  more  ;  fortunately  it  had  sunk  from 
its  extensive  sway  over  the  dispositions  of 
mankind.  It  had  beep  long  combated  by 
human  endeavour,  and  what  the  wisdom 
and  genius  of  ages  could  not  effect,  was 
at  last  brought  about,  apparently  by  the 
interposition  of  God's  providence.  He 
considered  the   Catholic   claims,  at  this 

-  lime  in  particular^  as  demanding  our  most 
earnest  regard ;  and  if  it  should  be  found 
light  to  grant  them  these  privileges,  it 
would  better  become  us  to  do  so,  when 
we  could  perform  it  as  an  act  of  gene- 
rosity.   This  GOuntry>  in  his  opioion,  was. 


never  in  so  perilous  a  situation;  there  might 
be  a  calm  now,  but  we  should  do  well  to 
consider  that  it  might  be  succeeded  by  a 
dreadful  storm.  If  we  looked  at  the  con-!* 
duct  of  Bonaparte  towards  Spain,  it  must 
raise  the  horror  of  everj'  man  who  had  a 
spark  of  feeling  for  his  fellow  creatures. 
If  we  considered  his  most  atrocious  and  in- 
fernal treatment  of  the  Spaniards,  we  might 
think  that  even  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
must  speedily  overtake  him.  But  he  was 
induced  to  believe  that  his  vicious  career 
might  be  permitted  to  go  on,  and  it  would 
become  us,  by  every  means,  to  unite  and 
conciliate  our  fellow  subjects  at  home,  in 
order  that  we  might  be  better  able  to  meet 
the  worst  and  be  supplied  with  every  ne- 
cessary defence. 

Lord  Harrowby  began  by  saying,  that 
although  he  could  not  presume  to  follow 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  through  his 
legal  opinions,  he  could  not  refi'ain  from 
remarking,  what  appeared  to  an  unlearned 
man  something  like  a  contradiction.  He 
had  stated  that  the  bank  direction  wasr 
not  opened,  nor  meant  to  be  opened,  to 
the  C£^holics  by  the  act  of  1793,  and  bad 
nevertheless  agreed  that  refusing  to  open 
it  to  them  now  would  be  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic  faith.  How  did  he  explain  this  ?  Why, 
he  asserted  that  the  only  possible  ground 
upon  which  the  parliament  of  1793  could 
have  omitted  to  open  it,  must  have  been 
the  persuasion  that  it  could  not  have  been 
opened  without  a  violation  of  the  Bank 
charter  then  subsisting.  Upon  this  point, 
with  all  due  respect  tor  the  legal  opinion 
of  the  noble  and  leaimed  lord,  he  was  in- 
clined rather  to  bow  to  the  legal  opinion  of 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsatk,  who  assert- 
ed that  parliament  might  at  that  time,during 
the  old  charter,  and  might  at  any  future 
time,  during  the  prolougationof  the  cbju'ter, 
remove,  the  restriction  upon  the  admission 
of  catholics,  without  any.  violation  of  the 
contract ;  and  he  was  confirmed  in  this 
opinion,  by  recollecting  what  parliament 
had  frequently  done  with  respect  to  other 
charters,  and  particularly  to  the.  charter 
of  the  East  India  company.  It  being» 
then,  far  from  clear  that  this  opinion. was 
the  only  ground  upon  which  parlianient 
had  not  given  this  privilege  in  1793,  it 
iremained  at  leasit  as  probable  that<  it  was 
not  then  given,  because  pa^rliament  did  not 
then-intend  to  giye  it  ;  -and  there  was  an 
end  at  once  to  the  supposition  of  any 
bres^ch  of  faith  in,  refusing  it  now. — :The 
noble.lord  then.statedj  that  in  the  shape  in 
which  tbe.  question,  waa  brought  beOfort 
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their  lordships  by  his  noble  friend  (lord 
<»ronvilli'),  it  was   impossiHle  to  (;un>i(ler 
the  proposal  in  -niy  otlier  light  than  as  the 
grant  of  a  privilc^o  of  which  the  catholics 
were    not  now  possessed,  and  they  were 
driven  to  discuss,  upon   that  supposition, 
the  expedierucy  of  grantini^  it.    Before  he 
guve  his  reasons  against  granting   it,  he 
begged  leave  to  state,  that  if  it  should  turn 
out,  upon  a  legal  discussion,  that  it  had  been 
already  granted,  he  should  be  as  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  revocation  of  it,  as  he  was, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  to  confer 
it.     He  wished  not  only  that  no  privilege 
should    be  refused  which    the  CatholiVs 
could,  by  any  fair  construction  of  the  law, 
be  now  stated  to  possess,  but  that  every 
act  which  had  been  passed  in  their  favour 
should  not  merely  stand  as  a  dead  letter 
on  the  statute-book,  but  should  be   exe- 
cuted in  the  spirit  of  liberality  and  con- 
cession w*hich  led  to  its  enactment.'    He 
wished  also  that  all   those  difierences  in 
manners    and    opinions,  more    powerful, 
and  more  nearly  affecting  the  comfort  of 
mankind,  than  laws  themselves,  might  day 
by  day  be  softened   down,    till  they  at 
fengtii  entirely  vanished..    Much  niu/t  de- 
pend upon  the  conciliating  conduct  of  the 
government,  and  of  the  protestant  gentry 
of  Ireland  ;  and  he  knew  of  nothing  which 
appeared  more  clearly  and  obviously  their 
duty  than  a  strict  adherence  to  this  line  of 
conduct,  in  every  instance  \Aere  it  was 
compatible  with  justice  to  the  protestant 
interest,  whose  uniform  and  distinguished 
loyalty  ought  neither  to  be  abandoned  nor 
discountenanced.     More,  however,  must 
depend  upon  the  conduct  of  the  catholics 
themselves  ;  and  it  was  well  worthy  of 
their  consideration,  how  far  a  continual 
repetition  of  their  claims,  without  any  new 
ground  of  argument  or  expediency,  and 
without  giving   time  for  the  change  of 
those  opinions,  or,  if  you  please,  allaying 
those  prejudices,  which  were  adverse  to 
their  claims,  did  not  in  fact  pledge  their 
opponents  deeper  and  deeper  at  every  dis- 
cussion, and  remove  to  a  more  distant  pe- 
riod the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes. 
This  matter  stood  now  upon  a  very  diffe- 
rent footing  from  what  it  did  when  the 
question  was  only  respecting  the  repeal 
of  the  penal  and  disabling  statutes.     In 
that  repeal  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
gofemment  to  consult  the  temper  of  its 
protestant  subjects.  No  man  could  have  a 
•to  com^Mn  that  he  had  no  longer  the 
^Ulfwuigand  persecuting  his  bre- 
ie  passed,  the  business 


eligibility  had  no  practical  elloct,  wIk 
was  the  benefit  to  the  catholics.   If  it  h; 
before  those  feelings  which  the  unfortun;.! 
situation  of  Ireland  had  naturally  general cj 
were  softened  down  and  worn  away,   ilj 
protestant  would  see,  with  jealousy   an 
distrust,   oflicial    col  leagues   forced   up«>j 
him  by  government ;    iil  blood    and   di| 
content  would  follow,  and  the  contest  wouii 
only  be  transferred  from  the  exterior  tj 
the  interior.     This  was  peculiarly  a  cas; 
in   which    the  lej^islature,  if  it  jjovernel 
wisely,  would  not   far  outstep  the   tempo 
of  the  people  whom  it  governed.     Conce< 
sions  exceeding  those  which  that  tempe 
was  disposed  to  grant  would  produce  feel 
ings  not  of  conciliation  but  irritation.      I 
seemed   to   him,    therefore,  naturally    t 
follow,  that  while  the  legislature  was  of  op 
nion,  either  that  no  time  could  arrive  who 
further  concessions,  to  the  full  extent 
their  claims,  could  be  granted  to  the  c 
tholics,  or  (w  hich  was  the  necessary  an^ 
the   only   legitimate  parliamentary  infei 
rence  from  their  votes)  that  that  time  wa 
not  the  present,  the  legislature  was  boun< 
in  prudence  to  refuse  any  branch  of  thos 
claims,  which  might  furnish  the  mieans  c 
enforcing  still   greater  concessions,  befor 
the  opinion  of  the  country  was  ripe  fo 
them.     The  privilege  of  becoming  direc 
tors  of  the  bank  of  Ireland  appeared  to  hin 
to  fall  within  this  description.      He  wa 
perfectly  aware  that  many  of  the  privi 
leges  which  had  been  granted  fell  equall; 
within  it ;    but  with  respect  to  those  w 
must  talie  the  law  as  we  find  it.     The  re 
vocation  of  them  would  not  only  be  an  ac 
of  gross  imprudence,  but  unless  called  fo 
by  the  misconduct  of*  the  catholics,  a 
act  of  gross  injustice.     There  was,  ho\^ 
ever,  a  material  distinction.     Those  wh 
felt  most  apprehensive  from  what  had  bee 
granted,  must  allow,  that  as  far  as  relate 
to  appointments  by  the  crown,  there  wr 
this  security,  that  the  appointments  veste 
iathat  branch  of  the  government  whic 
was  essentially  protestant.     The  power  < 
election,  whether  exercised  by  corpor: 
tions,  or  by  the  people  at  large,  could, ; 
the  law  now  stands,  only  be  exercised  i 
favour  of  protestants.     IBut  suppose  tl 
bank  direction  to  be  opened  (the  electio 
it  must  be  recollected,  was  in  the  propri 
tors),  could  the  catholics,  who  possessed 
lar^e  proportion  of  the  commercial  weal 
of  Ireland,  be  so  blind  to  their  own  imm 
diate  interests  (however  an  attention 
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their  permanent  interest  might  dictate  a 
different  conduct)  as  not  to  see  the  advan- 
tage they  must  derive  from  getting  into 
th^ir  hands  the  direction  of  that  great 
establishment?  Would  they  not  follow 
the  example  of  the  shipping  interest  in  the 
East  India  direction,  and  make  it  an  ob- 
ject to  every  catholic  to  become  a  bank 
proprietor  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
the  election }  Here  was  no  check  of  any 
description  whatever,  from    the    crown. 

\  from  parliament,  or  from  the  existing  body 
of  directors.  The  object  was  evident,  the 
means  of  attaining  it  easy ;  the  importance 
of  the  object  once  attained,  he  need  not 
use  many  words  to  impress  it  upon  the 
house.  The  influence  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  government  of  this  country 
could  be  no  secret  to  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  its  history.  By  a  singular 
wisdom  in  the  choice  of  its  directors,  that 
influfence,  which,  in  theory,  might  be  re- 
carded  as  so  dangerous,  had  almost  uni- 
formly been  exercised  in  a  salutary  direc- 
tion ;  had  it  been  otherwise,  the  effects 
must  have  been  embarrassing  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  might  affect 
the  public  credit,  even  hazardous  to  the 

.  public  safety.  He  was  perfectly  aware, 
that  what  had  been  stated  by  his  noble 
friend,  as  to  the  dissimilarity  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  bank  of  England  upon  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  that  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland  upon  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, was  not  withqut  its  weight;  but  the 
influence  differed,  in  his  opinion,  not  in 
kind  but  in  degree..  It  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  so  recent  an  establishment  should 
already  have  acquired  the  influence  which, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  was  possessed 
by  the  bank  of  England ;  this  might,  how- 
.  ever,  soon  increase.  In  king  William's 
time  our  bank  already  began  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  main  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  and  its  weight  in  the  last  years  of 
queen  Anne,  against  her  last  administra- 
tion, was  severely  felt;  whether  for  the 
better  or  for  the  worse  was  not  the  point,  the 
only  question  was  as  to  the  power,  and 
not  as  to  the  application  of  it.  Could '  it 
be  said,  howeveri  that  the  bank  of  Ireland 
had  no  influence  on  the  government  ?  To 
whom  did  it  apply  with  respect  to  loans  ? 
To  the  bank.  Who  negociated  all  the 
treasury  bills  ?  The  bank.  Who  furnished 
notes  and  specie  for  the  payment  of  the 
army  ?  The  same  bank.  He  was  not, 
therefore,  raising  a  vague  and  extravagant 
alarm,  when  he  supposed  that  the  influ- 
ence of  such  an  establishment  might  have 


great  weight  with  the  government,  in  what 
related  to  Ireland ;  and  he  trusted  that  he 
was  saying  nothing  invidious,  he  was  sure 
that  he  meant  nothing  invidious^  towards 
the  catholics,  when  he  supposed  that  they 
would  avail  themselves  of^  that  influence 
to  further  the  attainment  of  objects  which 
were  in  themselves  legitimate,  and  which 
appeared  to  them,  not  only  advantageous 
to  their  own  body,  but  to  the  general  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country.  Toose, 
therefore,  who  were  of  opinion  that  all 
ought  to  be  done  for  them  now,  or,  if  not 
to-day,  at  furthest  on  the  morrow,  without 
regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  legislature 
and  of  the  people,  were  right  in  pressing 
a  concession  which  they  must  consider  as 
a  stepping-stone  to  more.  Those  who 
were  for  ever  adverse  to  all  further  con- 
cession, must,  on  the  same  grounds,  be 
most  anxious  to  resist  this.  But  there  was 
a  large  class  of  persons  who  entertained 
neithier  of  these  opinions;  there  were 
those  who  thought  that,  in  the  fluctuating 
state  of  human  affairs,  it  was  not  wise  to 
pledge  themselves  to  any  opinion  which 
no  possible  circumstances  within  the  reach 
of  common  foresight  could  alter.  There 
were  persons  who  doubted  the  propriety 
and  prudence  of  saying  to  a  large  body  of 
the  people,  that  no  degree  of  common 
danger,  no  change  in  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  majority,  no  loosening  of  the 
foreign  holdings  of  the  catholics,  no  prac- 
tical an,d  continued  proof  of  their  gratitude 
for  benefits  receivea,  and  of  their  active 
loyalty  in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
could  ever  produce  any  amelioration  of 
their  condition  ;  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion might,  with  perfect  consistency,  main- 
tain that  they  would  not  grant  that  which 
might  tend  to  deprive  them  of  their  free 
option  of  granting  or  of  withholding  the 
remainder.  Were  every  thing  else  granted, 
it  would  be  absurd  to  withhold  this ;  but 
as  long  as  the  catholics  had  further  claims, 
for  the  attainment  of  which  they  were 
stated  to  be  anxious,  and  to  the  attainment 
of  which,  on  their  part,  the  opinions  of  the 
legislature  and  of  the  country  were  at 
present  adverse,  it  was  neither  invidious 
nor  illiberal,  but  a  mere  act  of  common 
prudence,  to  decline  placing  in  their  hands 
an  engine  of  great  and  indefinite  power. 
Upon  the  general  question,  his  lordship 
desired  to  be  considered  as  giving  no  opi- 
nion whatever,  applicable  to  all  times  and 
to  all  circumstances;  he  bad  wished  to 
argue  this  motion  upon  grounds  entirely 
independent  of  the  merits  of  the  general 
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question;  and>  upon  these  groands,  he 
should  give  his  vote  against  it. 
'  The  £arl  of  Lauderdale  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  motion  proposed  by  his  noble  friend, 
lie  considered  several  of  the  arguments 
adduced  by  noble  lords  on  the  opposite 
side,  as  strong  reasons  to  induce  him  to 
approve  of  this  clause  being  inserted  in 
the  present  bill ;  particularly  what  had 
been  stated  concerning  the  great  share 
which  the  Catholics  possessed  of  the  com- 
mercial wealth  of  Ireland. 

Earl  Stanhope  observed,  that  by  a  de- 
claration which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it 
appeared  that  the  Catholics  completely 
renounced  all  power  whatever  residing  in 
foreign  ecclesiastical  persons.  After  seve- 
ral other  observations,  he  concluded  by 
giving  his  assent  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  general  grounds  that  no 
jf^rtlier  concessions  whatever  should,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  be  granted  to 
the  catholics.  He  was  surprised  to  see 
such  motions  so  often  brought  forward  by 
those  who,  when  they  were  themselves  in 
power,  employed  every  exertion  to  depre- 
cate and  prevent  such  discussions.  They 
were  the  real  authors  of  any  ill  conse- 
quences which  might  arise  from  a  refusal 
to  accede  to  such  claims. 

Lord  Redesdale  could  not  but  repeat  his 
former  objections  to  such  claims.  The 
more  we  were  ready  to  grant  them,  the 
more  encouragement  we  gave  the  catho- 
lics to  come  forward  with  fresh  claims,  and 
perhaps  to  insist  upon  them.  The  writers 
among  ihe  catholics  of  Ireland  gave  re- 
peated proofs  of  what  were  their  real  in- 
tentions. In  a  book  published  by  one  of 
them,  a  Mr.  M<Kenna,  (with  whom  he  be- 
lieved a  noble  marquis  opposite  was  on 
terms  of  intimacy),  it  was  proposed,  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  catholic 
clergy  out  of  the  property  of  the  esta- 
blished church.  Was  there,  then,  no  Gan- 
ger to  be  feared  for  our  establishments } 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingkam  declared, 
that  he  had  not  even  heard  of  the  publica- 
tion alluded  to.  He  had  been  for  some 
time  past  a  silent  observer  of  what  passed 
on  the  subject  of  the  catholics,  bat  being 
thus  alluded  to,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state, 
that  he  difiered  in  every  respect  from  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  as  to  the  conces- 
sions which  should  be  made  to  the  catho- 
lics of  Ireland.  Their  situation  was  one 
which  he  had  over  and  over  discussed  and 
well  considered,  and,  on  the  whole,  he 
was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that  they 


should  be  admitted  to  an  immediate  ar 
full  participation  of  the  constitution.      1 
had  witnessed  a  proof  of  the  loyalty 
that  body   while  he  had  the  honour 
being  lord  lieutenant.     He  begged  the  a 
tention  of  noble  lords  to  the  circumstanc 
for  it  was  worthy  of  consideration  undi 
existing  circumstances.    The  house  mu 
recollect,  that  twenty-six  years  ago.  In 
land  had  been  not  only  threatened  wit 
invasion,  but  that  the  French  fleet  ha 
been  actually  off  the  Irish  coast  for  tli 
purpose  of  accomplishing  that  object.     ] 
would  be  granted  that  such  a  state  of  thing 
was  of  itself  highly  alarming,  but  the  dai: 
ger  was  encreased  ten  fold,  aye  a  hundre> 
fold :  and  why  ?    Because  the  governmeii 
and  the  bank  of  that  country  were  botl 
actually  bankrupt  at  that  critical  moment 
He  stated  it  as  an  mideniable  fact,  tha 
there  was  not  a  single  guinea  in  the  Trea 
sury  to  pay  the  regular  force,  which,  b] 
the  bye,  was  very  small,  not  more  thai 
four  thousand.      Their    lordships    woulc 
acknowledge  that  this  was  a  trying  situa 
tion  ;  and,  God  knows,  he  felt  it  so  undei 
the  difficulties  of  the  time,  but  he  was  soor 
relieved  from  his  pecuniary  distress  by  the 
liberal  and  generous  contribution  or  the 
Catholics  of  Cork,  who  made  up  the  sum 
which  government  wanted.    Having  heard 
of  our  embarrassment,  they  volunteered 
not  only  their  lives,  but  actually  lent  go-' 
vemment  the  money,  which  they  could 
not  get  by  any  other  means,  or  from  any 
other  quarter.     He  thought  it  due  to  the 
loyalty,  generosity,  and  fortitude  of  the 
Irish  Catholics,  to  make  this  statement  to 
his  country,  and  to  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  the  favour  which  they  had 
conferred,  for  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as 
ingratitude    Itself  could    not    obliterate. 
This,  be  it  remembered,  took  place  26 
years  ago,  and  were  we  now  to  repay  that 
body  by  a  bill  of  exclusion  from  the  direc- 
tion of  that  which  they  had  combated  to 
prop  and  maintain  ?  Before  he  entered  into 
the  question  of  the  bank,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  admitting  Catholics  to  be  direc- 
tors,  he  beeged  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
person  at  the  head  of  the  Catholics,  who 
so  nobly  came  forward  to  the  relief  and 
salvation  of  the  Irish  government,  was  a 
person  dead  long  since,  but  whose  memory 
should  not  be  forgotten,  he  meant  Mr. 
George  Gould,  an  eminent  merchant  at 
that  time.    Did  the  Catholics  shrink  from 
their  allegiance,  or  act  a  suspicious  partj 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  state  it.    On  the 
contrary,  if  they  chose  to  strike  a  dreadful 
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blow^  and  one  fatal  to  Great  Britain,  they 
might  have  done  it ;  but  what  was  their 
conduct  ?  It  was  contained  in  this  answer, 
that  they  prevented  the  regular  troops 
from  mutinying,  and  went  themselves  into 
the  ranks  to  oppose  the  enemy.  The  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  immediately  swelled  the 
ranks  of  all  the  volunteer  corps,  and  in  a 
few  weeks,  he  should  be  more  correct  in 
saying  a  few  days,  they  formed  an  army 
not  only  willing  to  light,  but  able  to  con- 
nuer.  The  noble'marquis  then  considered 
toe  immediate  subject  before  their .  lord- 
ships, and  contended  that  the  bill  would 
only  prove  a  record  to  future  times  of  our 
ingratitude,  -  impolicy,  and  injustice  to- 
wards Ireland. 

Lord  Grmville,  in  reply,  observed,  that 
Qo  arguments  had  been  adduced  to  do 
away  the  powerful  iiacts  which  had  been 
stated.  When  the  question  of  Catholic 
Emancipation  was  brought  forward  in  the 
Irish  parliament,  the  Catholics  were  told 
it  could  be  better  dls6u^sed  in  an  imperial 
parliament.  This  was  held  out  to  them  to 
gain  their  consent  to  the  union,  and  they  i 
were  told  now  that  they  must  not  expect 
to  be  placed  in  a  better  situation  than  at 
the  union.  Was  this  the  way  to  conciliate 
the  people  of  Ireland  ?  He  was  astonished 
how  the  noble  secretary  of  state  could 
reconcile  such  arguments  as  he  had  made 
use  of  to  himself;  or  how  it  could  be  ex- 
pected that  the  people  of  Ireland  could  be 
reconciled  to  them.  He  felt  confident  that 
the  majority  of  the  noble  lords  were  in 
favour  of  allowing  the  Catholic  claims,  but 
they  kept  back  their  real  sentiments.  He 
.  entreated  of  them  to  come  forwai*d,  and 
to  dismantle  themselves  of  their  disguise,  as 
the  period  was  not  far  olFwhen  they  would 
be  obliged  to  do  it.  It  would  be  like  the 
concessions  asked  by  America  before  the 
contest ;  and  would  any  noble  lord  say, 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  that  contest  we 
should  not  have  been  happy  to  have  ac- 
quiesced in  all  they  had  asked  from  us  m 
the  beginning  ?  This  csise  was  recent  in 
the  mind  of  every  person,  and  he  wished 
to  warn  the  house  against  the  safiie  error, 
and  not  to  wit^hhold  their  favours  until  it 
became  too  late,  as  was  the  case  with 
America^     They  should  liot  judge  of  the 

Eeople  of  Ireland  by  th^  acts  of  a  few,  but 
y  the  conduct  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 
The  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  (Har- 
rowby)  might  answer  for  the  year  1778, 
but  would  not  answer  for  the  present  day. 
All  that  was  proposed  to  give  the  Catho* 
lies  of  Ireland  was  bread  by  the  sweat  of 


their  brow,  and  nothing  more.  The  no- 
ble secretary  said,  give  them  this,  and 
they  will  require  more,  and  will  become 
wealthy ;  that  the  house  could  not  prevent 
them  from:  but  if  it  did  not  give  them 
what  they  now  asked,  their  lordships  had 
better  take  from  them  what  they  had 
already  conceded.  They  could  npt  pre- 
vent them  from  acquiring  wealth.  If  they 
were  not  admitted  to  the  privileges  con- 
tained in  the  proposition,  the  bank  of 
Ireland  would  be  injured.  They  would 
not  deposit  their  money  where  they  were 
deprived  of  becoming  directors,  and  had 
nof  the  direction  of  their  own  money. 
There  never  was  a  time  siore  proper  to 
concede  to  the  Catholics  than  the  present, 
when  the  entire  mass  of  the  Protestants  in 
Ireland  were  in  favour  of  the  concession. 
Flis  lordship  concluded  with  observing, 
that  if  the  house  rejected  this  proposition, 
they  would  refuse  men  of  proved  loyalty, 
high  integrity,  and  well  known  respecta- 
bility, ajcontroul"  over  their  own  property. 
The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for, 
and  the  house  divided : 

Contents  36     Proxies  25 —  0.1 

Non-contents  45     Proxies  56 — 101 
Majority  against  the  motion  -     -     — 33 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  22. 

[Copy -Right  Bill.")  Mr.  Villiers 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  house 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  upon  the 
bill  for  the  further  encouragement  of 
learning  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  securing  to  the 
Libraries  of  the  Universities,  and  other 
Public  Libraries,  Copies  of  all  newly- 
printed  books,  and  books  reprinted  with 
additions ;  and  by  farther  securing  the  co- 
pies and  copyright  of  printed  ;boold  to 
the  authors  of  such  books,  or  their  assigns, 
for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Mr.  C,  Wynne  should  not  object  to  the 
JBotion,  if  the  bill  was  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, on  an  understanding  that  it  was 
merely  for  filling  up  the  blairks,  in^  ol^er 
to  afibrd  tiniie  to  the  public  atfd  th6  pai*- 
ties  concerned  to  judge  how  ht  h  mi^ 
be  desirable  for  their  interest,  that  the  bill 
should  pass.  He'  thought  that  the  time 
ought  >to  be  extended  within  which  the 
copyright  should  be  preserved  to  the  au- 
thor. This  time,  he  was  of  opinion,  ought 
to  be  28  years,  as  also,  that  no  author 
should  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  his-  copv« 
right  for  more  than  14  years^    As  to  the 
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other  part  of  the  bill,  requiring  that  a 
co(»y  of  each  work  to  be  published  should 
b(i  sent  to  the  public  libraries,  the  book* 
sellers  who  were  the  largest  publishers, 
felt  it  would  be  so  injunousto  their  inter- 
ests, that  they  had  prepared  a  petition 
against  that  part  of  it,  which  he  expected 
would  be  ready  to  present  in  the  course 
of  the  evening.  He  put  it*  therefore  to 
tiie  hon.  gent,  whether  it  would  not  be 
mow  desirable  to'let  the  bill  lie  over  till 
next  session,  in  order  that  all  parties  may 
have  time  to  consider  of^its  provisions. 

Mr.  ViUicrs  replied,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  wa&not  new,  as  the  universities 
were  already  entitled  to  copies  of  all  works 
that  shall  be  puhlishe<l ;  and  it  could  not 
bo  denied,  that  this  circumstance  was  fa- 
vourable to  learning,  as  thereby  students 
ill  the  universities  would  be  enabled  to 
consult  books  which  otherwise  they  would 
be  unable  to  purchase.  Copyrights  were 
at  present  protected  to  the  extent  of  28 
years  in  two  diflerent  periods.  But  the 
consequence  was,  that  in  works  requiring 
time  to.raature  them,  tlie^author  could  not 
derive  from  them  one  half  of  the  advan- 
t.igis  that  were  enjoyed  by  the  authors  of 
tiie  lightest  productions.  The  object  of 
the  bill  wiis  to  remedy  this  evil. 

]Mr.  Abercromby  concurred  with  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  in  requesting  the  hon. 
n)over  not  to  press  the  bill  at  this  late  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  because  many  of  the 
booksellers  of  Scotland,  and  some  of  those 
of  Ireland,  whose  interests  would  be  mate- 
rially aOected  by  the  bill,  had  not  any 
knowledge  of  its  provisions. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  Mr.  Wharton  in  the  chair. 
The  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  a  clause 
introduced  for  extending  the  provisions  of 
tRebill  to  oriental  works,  after  which  the 
house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  imme- 
diately received,  when 

The  Aitomty  General  proposed  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted,  and  an  instruction  be 
given  to  the  committee  to  divide  the  bill, 
in  order  that  the  part  which  provides  for 
the  protection  of  the  authors  might  be 
passed  now,  and  the  other  mieht  lie  over 
fur  consideration,  though  he  did  not  think 
there  was  much  weight  in  the  objections 
made  to  that  part  which  required  that  a 
copy  of  every  new  publication  shouM  be 
supplied  to  all  libraries  open  to  the  public. 
This  would  not  be  a  hardship  to  authors, 
bccaase  this  was  what  was  required  of 
them  by  the  8tbof  Anne,  in  return  for  the 
they  derived  from  the  copy* 


right  secured  to  them  by  that  act. — < 
the  question  that  the  bill  be  reconrniittc 

Mr.  C.  WymtCy  after  statinir  his  sever; 

objections  to  the  bill,  moved  that  the  fu 

ther  consideration  of  the  report  be  posj 

■  poncd  until  thi^  day  three  months.  | 

Lord  H,  Pcity  agreed  in  the  propositioj 
of  the  attorney  general.  He  thought  thr! 
the  present  critrcion  of  the  duration  of  tli 
author's  copyright  was  a  very  fallacio 
one;  namely,  the  life  of  the  author;  an 
re<{uired  much  consideration.  But  as  ti 
the  other  part  of  the  bill,  which  required 
the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  each  work  to  b 
published,  to  every  library  open  to  th 
public,  it  was  only  to  carry  into  effect  th 
spirit  of  the  act  of  the  iJth  of  Anne.  H( 
therefore  thought  that  the  bill  ought  tc 
be  separated>  in  order  that  this  latter  par 
should  be  passed,  whilst  the  more  delicate 
and  difficult  part  should  be  suffered  to  li< 
over  till  next  session. 

Sir  S.  RomUly  regretted  that  it  was  now 
proposed  to  pass  that  part  of  the  measure 
which  was  the  most  objectionable,  or  rathei 
the  only  objectionable  part  of  it.  The 
system  of  copyright  established  in  this 
country,  made  the  public,  instead  of  any 
individual,  the  piatrons  of  literature  ;  anc^ 
this,  with  a  view  to  independence  of  senti- 
ment, and  just  thinking,  was  an  inestir 
mable  advantage.  It  was  certainly  highly- 
expedient  that  the  libraries  of  the  differ 
rent  Universities  should  be  properly  pro- 
vided with  books  ;  but  he  was  astonished 
that  it  should  be  proposed  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  authors  for  that  purpose,  which  the 
public  at  large  did  not  bear.  There  were 
many  works  which  cost  30  guineas  a  copy  ^ 
and  was  it  not  monstrous  that  the  authors 
and  publishers  should  be  taxed  to  the 
amount  of  550  guineas,  by  being  obliged 
to  give  away  eleven  copies?  The  fact 
was,  that  such  works,  from  the  expence 
attending  them,  were  in  no  danger  of  being 
pirated,  no  person  being  able  to  enter 
into  competition  with  them^  or  to  deprive 
them  of  the  benefit  ef  copyright  therein. 
It  was  for  the  interest  of  the  public  that 
the  Universities  should  be  supplied  with 
books  ;  but  let  that  be  done  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  the  public,  and  not  of  individual 
authors.  There  were  other  works,  how« 
ever,  of  great  sale  and  merit,*  though 
cheap,  to  which  the  contribution  of  eleven 
copies  would  be  easy  ;  but  he  should  cer* 
tainly  propose,  that  expensive  works, 
where  the  publisher  was  not'anxipns  about 
their  copyright,  shoold  be  exempted  fFOin 
this  contribution* 
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TheAttorruy  Gtneral  sAid,  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  clause  making  such  a  dis- 
tinction. 

The  Solicitor  Genei*al  saw  no  reason  for 
delaying  any.  part  of  the  bill>  and  con- 
tended mat  the  bill  was  only  a  confir- 
mation of  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  which 
had  not  been  acted  upon  of  late  years>  in 
consequence  of  a  doubt  being  suggested 
in  point  of  forrn^  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
act  itself. 

Mr.  Stephens  observed  that  the  bill,  as  it 
first  stood,  embracing  both  objects,  was 
imobjectionable.  But  he  contended  that, 
if  it  were  to  be  divided,  it  would  be  ob- 
jectionable in  point  of  precedent,  because  ^  ^ 
it  would  separate  the  provision  for  the  au- 
thors and  for  the  universities,  which  had 
been  jointly  secured  in  former  acts.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  author 
had,  at  common  law,  an  unlimited  copy- 
right, which  was  restrained  by  the  8  th  of 
Aline.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
notoriety  which  would  arise  to  works  from 
copies  being  given  to  the  universities, 
would  be  an  equivalent  to  the  author  for 
the  copies  he  should  deliver  to  such  insti-, 
tutions. 

Mr.  Villiers  &t2Lted  that  it  was  with  exr 
treme  reluctance  he  consented  to  the  se- 
paration of  the  bill ;  but,  as  he  could  not 
put  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  autho- 
rity upon  which  that  proposition  was 
made,  he  felt  inclined  to  accede  to  it ; 
at  the  same  time,  he  gave  notice  that,  at 
an  early  period  of  next  session,  he  should 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  similar 
to  that  which  was  now  to  be  divided. — 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted ;  and  an  instruction  having  been 
voted  to  the  committee  for  dividing,  the 
bill,  the  house  resolved  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  stated  his  objections  to 
the  fiirther  ][>rogress  of  this  bill  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session;  and  therefore 
moved  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair.  * 

A  short  discussion  then  took  place,  in 
which'  Mr.^Leycester,  Dr.  Laurence,  the 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
C.  Wynne,  participated  ;  afler  which  the 
Attorney  General  declared,  that  upon 
consideration,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it 
would  be  better  to  proceed  with  the 
^ole  of  the  ^ill  without  any  division, 
because  it  would  certainly  be  desirable 
that  the  burden  should  be  imposed  by  the 
same  measure  that  was  to  confer  the  be- 
fiefit.  H^  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
fifnendmeut   suggested   by   his   learned 
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friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  would  obviate  the 
principal  objections  to  the  bill. — ^Mr.  C. 
Wynne,  and  Mr,  W.  Smith,  repeated  their 
objections  to  proceeding  further  with  the 
bill  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  con- 
tending that  it  would  not  be  decent  to  pass 
such  a  measure  without  afibrding  an  op- 
portunity to  the  booksellers,  particularly 
in  Ireland,  to  be  heard  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Morris  contended,  that  the  measure 
would  not  at  all  afiect  the  booksellers  or 
publishers,  because  it  was  to  apply  only 
to  fiiture  publications,  and  those  persons 
would  in  their  bargains  with  the  authors 
indemnify  themselves  for  any  number  of 
copies  which  they  might  be  required 
under  this  act  to  deliver  into  the  univer- 
sities and  other  public  institutions. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
it  was  agreed  that  those  who  wished  to 
waive  their  copyright,  should  not  be 
obliged  to  give  the  copies  of  publications 
required  by  the  bill  ;  and  it  was  also  pro- 
vided that  those  who  did  not  give  the 
copies  required,  should  have  no  copyright. 
Mr.  Abercromby  contended  that  the 
public  curiosity  would  be  more  earnest 
by  abridging  the  period  of  copyright ;  he 
proposed  to  limit  <it  to  20  years,  instead 
of  28. 

Mr.  Morris  insisted,  that  the  term  of  28 
years  was  not  too  much  for  a  just  copy- 
right. He  cited  the  cases  of  Dr.  Adam 
Smith's  works,  and  Dr.  Johnson's  diction- 
ary, to  prove  that  most  valuable  works  were 
not  properly  estimated  till  they  had 
gone  through  many  editions,  and  had  been 
long  before  the  public.  He  therefore 
thought  an  extended  term  of  copyright 
was  desirable. 

Sir  A,  Piggoit  thought  the  present  pe- 
riod of  the  session  too  late  for  the  agita- 
tion of  this  subject.  He  thought  eleven 
copies  too  many  to  reauire,  and  that  when 
no  complaint  was  made  on  the  part  of  au- 
thors, of  booksellers,  or  the  public,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  alter  the  law  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Leicester  defended  the  proposition 
of  the  attorney  general,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  C.  Wynmc  proposed  to  render  the 
supply  of  copies  to  the  Universities  obli« 
gatory  only  when  called  for.  On  expla* 
nation  this  difficulty  was  removed. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  on 
the  provision  to  secure  the  best  impressions 
of  every  work  to  the  public  libraries.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  copies  so  given  should 
be  on  the  best  paper  on  which  the  work 
should  be  printed  for  the  general  purposes 
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of  sale. — ^The  house  having  resumed,  the  i  did  not  sufficiently  mark  out  the  propert) 
report  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  insomuch  that  any  person,  li^e  hirosel 
taken  into  further  consideration  on  Friday,    fond  of  oysters,  might  innocently  and  h 


Friday 

[Oyster  Fishery  Bill.]  Mr.  Wharton 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Oyster  Fish- 
ery Bill. 

Sir  S.  Romilltf  opposed  the  bill.  In  the 
committee  he  had  intended  to  propose,  in 
lieu  of  the  punishment  of  transportation 
fof  seven  years,  imprisonment  for  two; 
but  the  bill  bad  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee, very  unexpectedly  to  him,  at  an 
early  hour  this  afternoon.  His  chief  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  was,  that  the  house  was 
Do^ sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  property  which  it  was  intended  to 
secure,  lie  deprecated  the  enactment  of 
a  new  penal  law,  without  having  previously 
ascertained  the  precise  extent  of  the  crime, 
or  without  a  complete  conviction  that  it 
might  not  be  committed  in  ignorance  ra- 
ther than  with  a  malevolent  design.  He 
dwelt  with  considerable  force  on  the  dread- 
ful depravation  of  mind  to  which  the  per- 
sons transported  to  Botany  Bay  were  sub- 
jected, and  contended,  that  it  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  call  loudly  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  legislature. 

The  Solkitor  Geneml  defended  the  bill, 
as  indispensable  to  the  protection  of  pri- 
yate  property.  It  was  not  the  enactment 
of  a  new  penal  statute.  It  was  already,  in 
his  opinion,  a  felony  at  common  law ;  but 
front  an  inadvertency  in  wording  the  act, 
the  protection  of  this  property  was  not  so 
complete  as  it  was  desirable  it  should  be. 
All  that  the  bill  betore  the  house  pro- 
fessed, was  to  restore  the  common  law. 
With  respect  to  the  punishment,  it  was 
not  greater  than  what  u^s  annexed  to  si- 
milar ofiences. 

Mr.  Magtns  explained  the  nature  of  the 
oyster-beds,  and  enlarged  upon  the  various 
depredations  that  had  taken  place  upon 
them.  The  people  to  whom  they  belonged 
were  in  general  poor,  and  lived,  as  it  were, 
from  hand  to  mouth.  It  was,  therefore,  the 
more  necessary  that  their  property  should 
be  protected,  m  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  property  equally  exposed,  siich  as 
bleach-fields,  orchards,  &c.  This  was  not 
A  matter  of  small'  amount;  and  some 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  enable  them 
to  gain  their  livelihood  by  carrying  on 
their  trade.  He  approved  of  tliis  bilH  as 
aiFording  that  necessary  protection. 

Sir  JfCCuriis  observed,  that  undoubtedly 
the  oyster-beds  were  a  species  of  property 
as  deserving  of  protection  as  any  other. 
His  only  objection  to  the  bill  was»  that  it 
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ysters,  might 
norantly  transgress  upon  these  oyster-bed 
should  he  happen  to  be  passing  near  th 
spot  where  they  lay.  As  it  was  a  trafli 
which  produced  many  good  seamen,  h 
should  not  object  to 'its  being  properl; 
protected,  provided  the  property  in  ques 
tion  was  so  noted  or  marked  out,  as  t< 
prevent  persons  falling  into  error. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  said,  he  did  not  ap 
prebend  that  this  bill  went  to  make  ani 
alteration  in  the  description  of  the  property 
or  place  where  it  lay,  other  than  the  forme 
bill  contained.     It  was  evidently  a  pro 
perty  well  worthy  of  protection.    Doubt 
having  existed  whether  the  law  at  presen 
deemed  the  oflencc  of  stealing  these  oyster 
a  felony  or  a  misdemeanor,  it  was  therefore 
necessary  to  explain  the  law.    Such  wa: 
the  object  of  this  bill.  It  had  always  beer 
deemed  necessary  to  punish  those  offence; 
that  could  be  committed  with  great  faci- 
lity, with  more  severity  than  those  of  a 
contrary  description.     For  instance,  the 
crime  of  sheep-stealing  was  puijished,  upon 
all  occasions,  with  death.    Upon  the  sam€ 
principle,  oyster-beds  well  deserved  pro 
tection,  as  being  private  property  collected 
together  with  great  labour. 

Sir  W.  E(ford  supported  the  measure,  aj 
he  thought  it  was  necessary  to  protect  that 
species  of  property,  by  the  severity  of  th« 
punishment. 

Mr.  C,  IVynne  said,  that  formerly  a  bill 
had  been  brought  in  for  making  the  steal- 
ing of  any  species  of  fruit  a  felony  ;  antl 
altnough  it  was  acknowledged  by  all,  thai 
that  property  was.  much  exposed  and  re- 
quired protection,  yet  the  article  was  sc 
tempting  and  the  offence  so  easy  of  com- 
mission that  boys^  might  be  induced  tc 
commit  it,  that  the  bill  was  rejected.  H« 
thought  it  highly  necessary  that  the  oyster 
beds  should  be  marked  out  so  as  to  prevent 
persons  totally  ignorant  of  the  law  from 
committing  tfie  offence  of  taking  oys- 
ters from  thence.  A  captam  of  a  ship^ 
newly  arrived  from  a  distant  climate, 
miffht  innocently  enough  send  out  his  boatj 
with  men,  to  take  oysters  wherever  they 
could  get  them.  Was  it  just  or  reasonable 
that  such  persons  should  be  deemed  guilty 
of  felony  r  He  should  wish  to  see  suine 
provision  introduced,  so  as  particularly  to 
mark  out  these  beds  to  the  public. 

Mr.  ViUiirs  thought  it  extremely  im- 
portant to  declare  what  the  law  was  upon 
the  subject.    The  punishment  proposed  iu 
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the  bill  ct)uld  not  be  objected  to  as  being 
severe,  as  it  was  certainly  the  mildest  kind 
inflicted  for  larceny. 

Sir  A,  Piggoti  thought,  that  if  tiie  law 
already  declared  this  oflence  to  be  felony 
by  the  common  law,  thefe  was  no  occasion 
for  passing  this  bill.  It  was  certainly  im- 
portant that  the  beds  should  be  particularly 
marked  out. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  said,  if  he  con- 
sented to  this  bill,  he  was  consenting  to 
innocent  persons  being  punished  as  felons. 
A  captain  might  return  from  the  East  In- 
dies, and  might  choose  to  .regale  himself 
with  oysters,  and  he  could  see  no  circum* 
stance  that  could  induce  a  jury  to  acquit 
any  person  who  h^d  committed  the  ofience, 
even  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  there  should  be  a  law 
making  this  ofience  more  penal  than  it  at 
present  seemed  to  be,  although  he  certainly 
thought  the  oyster-beds  that  were  private 
property  ought  to  be  particularly  marked 
out. 

Mr.  We$tem  stated,  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  merely  to  declare  the  law, 
iipon  whicb  doubts  had  on  various  occa- 
sions arisen. 

iVIr^  Burton  could  Bee  no  Y>bjection 
against  restoring  the  existing  law,  and  ex- 
plaining what  it  really  was.  The  only 
cHi&culty  was,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
it  Was  private  property  ?  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  words  in  the  act  descriptive  of 
the  property,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
marked  out  with  proper  buoys. — The  re- 
port was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  reaq  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF   hOBX>S, 

Tlmrsday,  June  23* 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
that  die  Stamp  Duties  bill  be  read  a  first 
time, 

Lord  HoHand  rose  to  observe  upon  the 
extreme  impoAance  and  complexity  of  the 
measure.  It  was  one  which,  in  bis  opinion, 
Required  and  deserved  a  minute  and  ma- 
lure  consideration.  It  was  therefore  proper 
the  hoUse  should  have  it  before  them  in  a 
legible  and  accessible  form.  His  lordship 
then  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  observed,  that  it  was 
not  the  practice  to  print  bills  of  this  sort, 
nor  did  he  see  of  what  utility  it  could 
prove  to  have  the  bill  printed.  He  must 
therefore  resist  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend. 

Ifae  Earl  of  Lauderdale  and  the^uke  of 


Norfolk  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  hav- 
ing the  bill  printed,  as  otherwise  it  would 
be  impossible  to  come  at  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  its  provisions.  Lord  Hawkesbury 
repeated  his  objections  to  the  printing  of 
the  bill;  upon  which,  lord  Holland  said, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  their 
lordships  upon  the  question.  The  house 
then  divided  :  Contents  16 ;  •  Not-contents 
28. — Majority  12. 

[Bank  op  Irelind  Chartek  Bill.]  The 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  be 
taken  upon  certain  clauses  of  this  bill, 
which  regulated  the  amomit  of  the  notes 
which  the  Bank  was  empowered  to  issue, 
and  the  distribution  of  any  surplus  that 
might  arise  to  the  subscribers.  According 
to  the  accounts  on  the  table,  it  appeared 
that  the  bank  had  Issued  notes  to  a  larger 
amount  than  that  to  which  by  the  bill  it 
was  limited  ;  and  that  the  ^ubsa'ibers  had 
subscribed  only  the  same  sums  as  before. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  set  where  was  the  ne- 
cessity of  providinff  for  the  distribution  of 
the  overplus.  This  latter  clatrse  surely 
contained  as  gross  a  bull  as  ever  was  im- 
ported fibm  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  rose  to  order.  He 
could  not  sit  silent  and  hear  reflections 
thrown  out  upon  the  country  to  which  ht 
belonged,  nor  would  he  tolerate  them 
from  any  noble  lord. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  meant  no  disrc-  ^ 
spect  to  Ireland ;  he  had  often  been 
rallied  himself  on  the  accent  he  had 
brought  ii'om  his  country,  without  being 
hurt  at  it.  The  best  authorities  consi- 
dered bulls  as  the  ofl&pring  of  a  quick 
imagination.  But  surely  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  not  the  most  suitable  place  for 
exhibiting  flights  of  fancy. 

The  Ijord  Chancellor  saw  no  necessity  for 
consulting  the  Judges  on  the  clauses  re- 
fen*ed  to  by  the  noble  baron.  As  a 
lawyer,  he  Tnight  take  upon  him  to  say  that 
the  Judges  would  giye  no  opini^on  as  to  the 
illegality  or  obscurity  of  the  clauses  j  but 
he  was  not  now  delivering  tlie  opinion  of  a 
lawyer. — After  a  few  words  from  lord 
Lauderdale,  the  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. — ^The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

[Protest  against  the  Bank  or  Ireland 
<3hkicti:.r  Bill.]  On  thcf  passing  of  this 
Bill,  the  followmg  Protest  vvras  entered  on 
the  Lords  Jotnrnals :  'viz.  "  1st,  Because 
this  act  sanctions  the  prolongation  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  ftcMa  the 
year  18164  at  which  time  that  corporation 
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higher  interest  than  gOTernment  borrowed 
money  at  in  this  country ;  and  the  bank 
ivas,  moreover,  to  manage  the  public  debt 
of  Ireland.  Now,  what  was  the  expence 
of  managing  that  debt  ?  It  appeared  from 
official  documents,  that  it  did  not  amount 
to  8,000/.  per  annum ;  so  that,  for  the  sum 
of  8,000/.  government  granted  that  to  the 
bank  which  he  was  confident  that  many 
private  individuals  would  advance  ten 
times  the  sum  for.  The  bargain,  there- 
fore, was,  i  n  the  first  place,  most  improvi- 
dent for  the  country.  He  should  next 
proceed  to  consider  more  immediately  the 
question  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  lordships.  It  was  a 
question  by  no  means  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  question  of  the  Catholic  Claims ;  nor 
\? as  it,  in  his  mind,  at  all  connected  with 
the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  that 
^reat  question  was  professed  to  be  opposed. 
On  a  reconsideration  of  these  grounds,  he 
might  for  a  moment  bring  himself  to  say 
that  they  were  just,  liberal,  and  politic, 
when  compared  with  the  reasons  for 
which  the  claim  he  was  now  going  to  make 
in  the  name  of  the  catholics,  was  to  be 
resisted.  On  the  general  question  it  was 
said,  that  by  granting  the  higher  claims 
of  the  catholics,  you  would  confer  upon 
them  a  degree  of  political  power  which 
might  be  incompatible  with  the  security 
of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state. 
But  by  allowing  them  to  act  as  directors 
of  the  Bank,  you  gave  them  no  degi'ee  of 
political  power  ;  for  it  was  not  with  the 
bank  of  Ireland  as  with  that  of  England : 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  no  connection 
with  government  as  the  bank  of  England 
had.  Besides,  hot  only  different  sects,  but 
men  of  different  religions  were  admitted 
as  directors  of  the  bank  of  England.  In 
Ireland,  however,  you  would  exclude  those 
from  that  distinction,  who  formed  the 
larger  portion  of  the  monied  interest  of 
Ireland,  and  who  possessed  the  greater 
share  of  the  commercial  capital  of  Ire- 
land. You  thus  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  managing  their  own  propeily, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
reasonable ;  you  so  far  discourage  them 
from  entrusting  their  property  to  the 
Irish  funds — ^than  which  nothing  could  be 
more  unwise  and  impolitic.  There  was 
no  point  of  view  under  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  consider  such  an  exclusion,  in  which 
it  must  not  appear  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  illiberal,  unjust,  ungrateful,  and  im- 
politic. These,  he  trusted,  would  be  suffi- 
ciently powerful  motives  with  their  lord- 
VOL.  XI. 


ships  to  induce  them  to  concur  in  the  motioj 
which  he  should  now  submit  to  their  con  j 
deration.  The  noble  lord  then  conclude! 
with  moving.  That  it  be  an  instruction  { 
the  committee  upon  the  bill,  that  they  q 
make  distinct  provision  for  admitting  tl] 
catholics  to  hold  and  exercise  the  ofhc^ 
of  director  and  governor  of  the  bank  < 
Irelapd. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  opposed  the  motior 
on  the  grounds  he  had  already  so  of^c 
insisted  upon.     It  had  already  abundant!; 
appeared  to  be  the  sense  of  government 
and  of  parliament,  to  make  no  further  con 
cessions  to  the  catholics  of  Ireland  at  iiu 
present  moment.     Indeed,  he  would  go  sc 
far  as  again  to  repeat,  that  he  should  maki 
his  stand  on  the  law  as  it  stood  at  th^ 
union.    What  had  been  conceded  up  t<j 
that  period  he  was  ready  to  abide  by  ;| 
any  thing  further  he  would  oppose.     Kcj 
man   could  deny  that  admission  to  the 
office  of  bank  directors  must  confer  influ- 
ence, which  influence  would  generate  po- 
litical 'power.     If,  therefore,  parliament 
was  wise  in  opposing  claims  of  higher  andE 
more  extended  power,  they  would  ac^ 
with  equal  wisdom  in  opposing  the  pre- 
sent claim,  which,  if  granted,  must  have 
the  tendency  it  was  the  desire  and  deter- 
mination of  parliament  to  counteract ;  for 
these  reasons,  he  must  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  Erskine  contended  that  their  lord- 
ships, by  Yefusing  the  proposition  of  his 
noble  friend,  would  violate  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  act  of  1793.  By  that  sta- 
tute it  was  particularly  provided,  that  all 
Catholics  might  be  elected  to  the  offices 
of  every  lay  corporation,  any  statute  or 
bye  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
excepting  the  University  of  Dublin.  His 
lordship  argued,  that  at  the  time  the  sta- 
tute was  framed,  the  legislature  must  have 
had  in  their  contemplation  charters  also  ; 
but  by  their  omitting  to  mention  that 
word,  in  his  opinion  (he  might  be  wrong). 
Catholics  could  not  be  admitted  under  the 
old  charter  to  the  different  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland.  But  the  very  reason,  be 
urged,  M'as,  that  the  legislature  had  not 
extended  this  right  to  Catholic  proprietors 
of  the  Bank,  under  the  old  charter,  be- 
cause the  charter  having  already  been 
granted  before  that  act  of  parliament,  it 
was  not  consistent  for  the  legislature,  nor 
agreeable  to  Magna  Charta,  that  they 
should  alter  or  destroy  a  charter  which 
they  had  already  gp*anted.  If  any  man 
would  seriously  attend  to  the  preamble  of 
this  act  of  1793,  he  would  fina  that  it  waa 
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the  measure  now  proposed.  It  was  one, 
which,  when  fairly  considered,  vyould  be 
found  highly  expedient  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  moment.  The 
country  was  now  completely  excluded 
from  any  supplies  of  corn  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  from  America.  A 
•scarcity  of  provisions  had  been  felt  in 
many  parts  of  the  united  kingdom;  in 
Scotland,  oats  were  scarce,  and  had  risen 
in  price ;  in  Ireland  the  potatoe  crop  had 
in  a  great  degree  failed,  which  produced  a 
greater  consumption  of  corn,  so  that  pru- 
dence dictated  a  measure  which,  while  it 
seasonably  provided  against  a  scarcity  in 
one  quarter,  would  allbrd  relief  in  another, 
where  distress,  had  arisen  from  a  super- 
abundance of  other  articles.  There  was 
now  a  glut  ia  the  market  of  West  India 
produce,  which  proved  highly  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  West  Indian  proprietor. 
This  glut  would  be  relieved  by  encouraging 
distillation  from  sugar,  without  producing 
any  detriment  whatever  to  the  interests  and 
improvement  of  agriculture.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  the  measure  would  be  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  thought  the  mea- 
sure pregnant  with  the  most  injurious  con- 
sequences to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country.     He  admitted  that  what  was 
used  in  the  distilleries,  or  in  other  pur- 
poses different  from  that  of  immediate  sus- 
tenance in  a  year  of  plenty,  might  come 
in  aid  of  the  supply  in  a  year  of  scarcity, 
and  that  it  might,  in  consequence  of  scar- 
city, become  absolutely  necessary  to  stoft 
the  distilleries  ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
it  was  much  better   to  leave  agriculture 
and  distillation  Jto  themselves;  if  the  price 
.  of  grain  became  so  high  in  consequencexof 
scarcity  that  the  distillation  of  it  would 
not  yield  a  profit,  the  distilleries  must  of 
course  stop.    The    high  price  of  grain 
would  also  be  an  encouragement  to  fur- 
•  ther  cultivation ;  the  produce  of  which 
being  brought  to  market  would  lower  the 
price.  .  The  hi^h  price,  of  grain  might 
nave  the  effect  o»t  inducing  the  conversion 
of  a  portion .  of  grass  land  into  tillage, 
which  would  immediately  tend  to  lower 
.the  price  of  grain ;  and  if  only  a  thirtieth 
part   of   the   grass   land   in  the  miited 
kingdom  Was  converted  into  tillage,  he  be- 
lieved there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the 
importation  of  grain.    He  objec^ted  to  the 
bill,  as  tending  to  lessen  th^  cultivation  of 
grain,  and  to  render  Jthe  operations  of  s^ri- 
cultute   unsteady  and  fluctuating.     The 
distilleries,  besidfes^  had  already  stopped. 


and  no  more  grain  of  the. produce  of  the 
last  harvest  would  be  distilled  ;  the  defi« 
ciency  therefore  in  the  last  harvest  could 
be  no*  ground  for  the  bill ;  it  roust  apply 
to  the  ensuing,  harvest,  and  of  that  tnenft 
was  at  present  the  fairest  prospect.  Con- 
ceiving the  bill  to  be  an  unnecessary  inter* 
ference  with  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
he  must  oppose  it. 

Lord  Holland  had  heard  nothing  4lo  in- 
duce him  to  withdraw  that  support  which- 
he  intended  to  give  'to  the  present  bill. 
He  could  see  no  reason  why,  if  the  quan- 
tity of  grain  consumed  in  a  year  of  plenty, 
for  purposes  different  from  necessary  sus- 
tenancej  was  to  come  in  aid  of  a  year  of 
scarcity,  it  might  not  also  come  in  aid  of 
a  deficiency  of  importation.  The  great 
object  in  this  case  was  the  relief  of  the 
West  India  interest,  now  in  a  state  of  great 
distress,  and'  to  prevent  that  ruin  in  which 
they  must  be  involved  if  something  was 
not  done  to  take  off  a  part  of  that  pressure 
which  weighed  so  heavily  upon  them.  If 
this  could  be  done,  as  he  contended  it 
could,  not  only  without  injuring  the  inter* 
ests  of  agriculture,  bat  with  ultimate  be- 
nefit to  those  interests,  as  the  West  Ihdia 
Islands  must,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
be  in  a  great  measure  dependant. upon  this 
country  for  provisions ;  and  if  some  relief 
was  afforded  in  the  present  instance,  those 
connected  with  them  would  be  the  better 
enabled  to  purchase  supplies,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  present  measure  should' 
not  be  carried  into  effect,  nierely  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  a  general  ppth- 
ciple. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  thought  it  impolitic 
to  interfere  with  the  agricalture  of  the 
country.  Let  every  thing  be  left  to  price, 
and  that  would  be  found  a  much  better  re- 
gulator of  the  amount  of  the  supply  in 
the  market,  than  any  legislative  measure. 
He  could  not  agree,  with  the  policy  of  sa- 
crificing one  interest  for  the  benefit  of 
another  ;  it  was  much  better,  in  his  opi- 
nion,, that  competition  should  be  left  to  its 
effect.  With  respect  to  the  West  India 
interest,  he  thought  it  would  be  much 
better  to  resort  to  other  measures  of  a  more 
permanent  nature  for  their  relief. 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle  had  not  heard 
any  necessity  shewn  for  the  present  mea-* 
sure  ;  nor  could  he  agree,  that  the  West 
India  interest  ought  to  be  relieved  at  the 
expence  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country.  With'  respect  ^o  importation  of 
grain,  ne  was  of  opinion,  that  th6  land  now 
m  cultivation  would,  if  properly  managedj 
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produce  a  sufficient  supply  without  the 
necessity  of  importation. 

Lord  De  DunstanciUe  did  not  think  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country  would 
be  injured  by  the  present  measure,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking  it  hard  upon  the 
West  India  interest,  it^  whilst  compelled 
to  bring  their  sugar  to  this  (Country,  they 
should  bo  precluded  from  the  means, 
which  would  be  affi>rded  by  this  measure, 
of  disposing  of  a  part  of  that  produce. 

The  Duke  of  kfontrose  urged  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  supply  of  oats  and  barley  in 
Scotland,  as  a  strong  ground  for  the  pre- 
sent measure. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended  that 
the  Report  of  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  commons  on  this  subject,  did  not  clearly 
state  the  grounds  on  which  the  present 
measure  was  founded.  He  conoemned 
the  principle  of  sacrificing  the  interests 
of  the  grower  of  barley  to  the  grower,  of 
sugar,  o1)serving  that  the  same  principle 
might  be  extended  in  a  most  injurious 
manner  to  different  trades  and  manu- 
factures, and  contended,  that  the  throwing 
back  upon  the  market  the»quantity  of  bar- 
ley which  would  otherwise  be  consumed 
in  the  distilleries,  would  necessarily  cause 
a  great  diminution  of  price,  and  greatly' 
injure  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Hatokesbury  contended  that  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  who 
were  already  protected  by  law  in  the  price 
fixed,  until  which,  no  importation  of  grain 
could  take  place,  had  no  right  to  complain 
of  the  relief  now  wished  to  be  afforded  to 
another  great  interest  of  the  country.  No 
one  could  be  more  convinced  than  him- 
self of  the  importance  of  supporting  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  ;  he  had  always 
considered  the  agriculture  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  as  the  two  great 
leading  interests  on  which  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  rested.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, the  interests  of  the  whole  community 
required  that  means  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  grain  arising  from  there  being 
no  importation,  and  though  at  present 
there  was  every  prospect  of  an  abundant 
harvest,  still  it  should  be  recollected  that 
the  critical  period  with  respect  to  the 
future  hopes  of  that  harvest  had  not  yet 
passed.-  It  was  in  this  point  of  view,  addfed 
to  the  actual  deficiency  whith  existed  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,*  that  he  supported 
the  present  measure. — ^The  Bill  was  then 
read  a  second  lioye. 
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[Army  Clothimc]    Mt.Warddl,  pur- 
suant to  his  notice,  proceeded  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  subject  of 
Army  Clothing.    The  object  of  his  mo- 
tion he  would  frankly  state  at  the  outset  to 
be,  to  save  an  useless  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  by  substituting  public  con- 
tract in  the  place  of  private,  though,  as  he 
should  afterwards  prove,  the  system  of  pri* 
vate  contract  haa  received  such  avowed 
encouraeement  firom  the  illustrious  person- 
age at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  from  his 
majesty's  present  Secretary  at  War.    He 
would,  before  he  sat  down,  prove  .to  the 
house  that  the  public  money  had  been  ex- 
travagantly Wasted  by  this  system  of  pri- 
vate contract    It  appeared  from  a  letter, 
signed  '  William  Merry,'  and  dated  the 
2d  of  July,  1 80S,  that  the  government  had 
at  that  time  contracted  that  the  army 
should  be  supplied  with  great-coats  at  the 
rate  of  16t.  Od  per  coat,  but  that  price  was 
then  acceded  to,  upon  the  condition  stated 
in  a  letter  from  the  then  Secretary  at  War 
(Mr.  Yorke),  that  the  price  per  coat  then 
agreed  to  be  given  should  be  reduced  in 
proportion  to  the  reduction  of  the  then 
priice  of  kersey.    Now,  he  was  prepared 
to  prove  incontrovertibly  to  the  housb, 
that  the  price  of  kersey  had  been  reduced 
since  that  period,  gradually  and  considera- 
bly, and  that  the  primitive  charge   of 
I  Of.  Qd.  per  coat  had  not  been  at  all  abated 
till  Feb.  last.    The  decrease  of  the  price 
of  kersey  had  been  irom  1804  to  the  year 
1807,  in  the  following  proportion:  in  Dec. 
1^04,  kersey  was  at  the  rate  of  45.  6d,  per 
yard ;  in  Dec.  1805,  it  fell  to  4«.  4c^.  per 
yard  ;    in  Dec.  1806,  it  sold  at  the  rate  of 
49. 2d,  per  yard ;  and  in  Diec.  1807,  it  was 
so  low  as  St.  6i2.  per  yard ;   and  notwith* 
standinff  the  proviso  insisted  on  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Yorke,  still  was  the  public  paying 
for  every  great  coat  at  the  original  rate  of 
10«.  6d.  per  coat,  though  the  rates-by  which 
the  price  was  to  be  measured  had  fallen 
from  4i.  6(i.  to  Sj.  6</.  per  yard.     This  he 
could  prove  by  the  testimony  of  the  most 
respectable  clothiers  in  the  cotratry.     He 
held  in  his  hand  a  calculation  he  had  made 
of  the  loss  the  public  had,  within  the  short 
space  of  three  years,  sustained  by  the  non- 
enforcement  of  the  proviso  laid  down  by 
Mr.  Yorke,  namely,  the  reduction  of  the 
charjB^e  per  coat,  in  proportion  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  kersey  per  yard. 
He  would  rate,  the  army  at  250,000  men. 
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which  was  50^000  less  thaa  the  number 
stated  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)i  on 
submitting  to  the  house  his  plan  for  a 
Loc^l  Militia ;  but  he  (Mr.  Wardell)  was 
jaaurious  to  proceed  in  bis  calculation  ac« 
cording  to  the  most  moderate  ratio.    Each 
man  was  allowed  a  great  coat  once   in 
ewerj  %  years.    He  took  the  number  of 
great  coats  for  one  year  at  80,000,  cer- 
tainty below  the  fair  proportion  Ibr  the 
year  ending  Dec.  \S05,  during  which  the 
keraey  had  fallen  two-pence  per  3^afd)  be* 
ingeold  for  f^,  Id,  per  vaid;  accord  iiig« 
then,  to  the  origuial  condition,  every  great 
coat  should -have  been  sold  for  159.  lOd, 
instead  of  16*.  6d.  per  coat ;    here,  then, 
had  the  original  contract  been  adhered  to, 
there  woulcf  bare  been  a  aaVing  of  Bd,  per 
coat,  which  in  the  expenditurtfof  one  yeari 
would  have  been  a  sayiog^of  no  less  a' sum 
than  2,G06/.   V3s.  4d     la  the  foUawing 
y«ar,  jcersey  selling  for  .4<.  ^.  per  yard, 
the  price  of  the  great  cosats  should  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  15«.  2d,  per  coat, 
instead  of  16^.  &d.^  which  making  a  dif" 
fiTBate  of  I#.  4d.  per  coat,  would  be  to 
the   public  a   saving  of  not   less  tb&n 
5tS33./.  Ifif.  Bd-     Again,  in  the  year  com^ 
mencing  1606,  when  kersey  sold  for  %s,  6d. 
per  yard,  each  gi^a^  coat,  according  to. 


that  tbjs  part  of  the  charge  did  not  aflfept 
the  gentlemen  opposite ;   but  this  would 
sl)ew,  that  he  (Mr,  Wardell)  was  not  influ- 
,  enced  by.  party  motives ;   and  that  in  the 
discharge  of  hu  duty  a^  a  member  of  par** 
liam^iit,  to  the  public,  be  would  be  equally 
indi%rent  to  either  friend  or  foe  [hear ! 
hear  !].^^He  contended^  that  ha4  this  offer 
of  Scott  and  Cp.  been  accepted,  it  would 
have  been  a  saving  of  th^  public  money  to 
the  amount  of  21,875/. ;  and  still  more  to 
eviniQe  i^he  folly  of  not  acceding  to  their 
osfier,  it  appeared  tliat  the  same  house  af- 
terwards accepted  of  si  partial  interest  an. 
the  contract  made  withPearse,  and  actually 
received  at  the  rate  of  }0#.  6i^.  per  coat, 
what  they  offered  Iq  provide  at  the  reduced 
rate  of  1  is.  Qd.  pejr  coi^t.    They  bad  made . 
another  ofier  on  tl«e..tOth  of  Feb.,  IS0$^ 
\th^»  kersey  was  ps  low  m  3i.  Qd*  per 
yardi  to  supply  grj^t  coats  at  the  rate  of 
1^.  each,  to  Ums  tender  they  ceruinly, 
]-9ceivfd  an.answer*  £M»4  were  so  far  more 
sucoeMsful  than  in  theh*  former  application, 
hut  hjfio  happened,  that  they  received  14». 
per  coa^  through  tb^  m^ans  of  a  partial  in* 
terest,  which  they  bad  oilered  at  the  rate 
of  Jii*.  per  eoat;    a»d,npt  o»ly  that  of 
Scott's,  but  any  bouse  ii>  LopdoA  w^ld 
have  supplied  that  paitof  the  army  clpth- 


the  original  st'puiation,  should  hnve  been]  ing  at  the  rate,  of  I2#.   per  coa^.     He 
sold  for  12$:  9d,  each,  instead  of  ^v bat  they    meant  from  the  29th  of  June,  \S06,  to  the. 


were  then  told  for  I  Qs,  6d,  each ;  whereby, 
the  contractors  hid  a  profit  of  3s.  9d*  per 
coat ;  and  thus  tkere  was  an  unnt^oessary 
waste  of  the  public  money  to  the  atnouiit 
of  ISfOOOi.  6A  that  in  the  course  of  threve 
years,  the  saving  of  the  public  money,  if 
the  original  stipulation  had  been  adHered 
to,  woidd  have  amounted  to  2$j000l,  it 
appeared  further  that  no  re^^ction  whet- 
ever  had  uken  place  in  the  charge  for  the 
clothing  (notwithstanding  the  serieus  rev 
duction  of  the  price  of  ibe  material)  tilj 
the  ist  of  Feb.  last.  For  this  reduction, 
ceFtaioly  no  thanks  were  due*  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Secretary  at  War,  hot  U>  ^  re* 
peati^d  ofStrs  on  the  part  <of  tb»  rai^jrity  of 
the  clothiers  to  supply  the  Mciothing  at  a 
reduced  price.  He  would  prove,  if  be  bad 
not  already  done  00,  that  the  low  of  public 
money^  under  this  system  of  fltvoriti^^m,  by 
the  means  of  pri¥ate  contract,  amounted 
in  the  course  of  three  yctrs  to- ^.t ,000/. 
On  the  2mh  of  June,  iiiO^,  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Clo.  oftered  t^  etiippW 
great,  ceats  for  ^0,000  men,  at't-he  rate  of 
14«.  dd.  p£r  eoat  To  thas  pi^pQ«iiI  they 
never  received  an  an»yer  (hciir  !  h«aj' ! 
from  the  aunistei;ial  henchfi^)«    It  h^  true 


yfi*r  ending  1H07,  and  thus  there  would 
have  be^n  »  saving  df  not  lesa  than. 
W,d^L,  or  at  the  rate  of  50,(K>0i.  each 
delivery.  Tl»e  clothierPi  induced  by  such 
repeated  offers,  agreed  to  t»ke  off  29.  (BJ. , 
in  the  price  of  each  coat*  instead  of  fi^. 
The  hoij.  genti  then  read  a  letter,  dated  the 
Uthof  ^•ov,  a307,  and  signed  <?>  H^rri* 
son/ in  i^hieb  ithere  w9s  a  proposal  p^syie. 
to  the  eontraclorj;  OH  the  p94rt  of  the  lords.. 

of  the  treasury,  ithat  in  proportion  to, 
profnpt  paywenfrihpjEe^sbpuld  b^  a  r^uc- 
tio»  in  the  price^  He  cpmmentfd  ot>  this 
pa^si^ge,  a«Kl  contended  that  it  appeared 
•froi»  Mf .  Oilgrim's  v ou^btr  on  the  table, 
that  the  payments  hwi  wJ4wi)  been  jn^ade 
earlier  than  six  loonth^.  lie  was  willing 
to  give  every  eredit  i»  ib^  i^ctM  Iqv4^  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  theyhjsd  doD9 
what  they  ^onld  to  ^tabli^^^y^tym  of 
fiirawi  opew  contract ;  but  their  oj^-r; 
tiofxs  in  thistespefit  ^eeined  to  ba^VjB  .4^een 
coiiviterftcted  by  a  poive»*f«il  bu|;.  impwper' 
iefludftce,  .Here:  the  boa.  §e»|.  rfad-  ^ 
l<?ttcr  si^ed  "  Harry  Cdvert,  AdjoJiint, 
General  of  tfoe  Forces,''  .addri«*<?d  ju»  the 
J^ecmtaiy  i  Wajr^riA  »hich-.  the- writer,  in 
the  name  of  his  royal  btflMI^^ -Ui^'^l^^lin 
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mmnder  InObiefp  dis^Mproved  oftny  change 
in  the  mode  of  clouiine  the  Army ;   this 
letter  was  dated  lUh  Nov.  1607.      Here 
the  hon.  member  took  occaaion  to  disap- 
prove of  the  Secretary  at  War  feeling  it 
neceMary  to  contoU  the  duke  of  York  upon 
the  propriety  of  obeying  any  orders  issued 
by  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  with  respect 
to  Army  Clothing.    If  such  applications 
were  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
merely  because  he  was  the  son  of  our  gra- 
cious sorereign,  such  a  principle  of  felse 
deference  could  not  be  too  early  corrected ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  owing  to  a 
superior  authority  vested  in  his  royal  hiffh- 
ness,  it  would  be  right  to  ascertain  wne« 
ther  the  <Mrder8  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury 
should  thus  be  permitted  to  be  waved  or 
disputed.     The  hon.  member  next  read  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  G. 
Harrison,   bearing  date  the  Sth  of  De- 
cember,   1807,  in   which   he  expressed 
it    to    be   incumbent   on  him    to    com- 
municate with  the  duke  of  York  on  the 
subject  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  with  respect  to  the 
elothing  of  the  Army  by  public  contract. 
In  the  same  letter  the  right  hon.  secretary 
expresses  his  sinceVe  wim  that  the  lords  of 
the  treasury  would  comply  with  the  high- 
est military  authority  in  the  country,  on  a 
point  on  which  bis  royal  highnesses  expe- 
rience ought  to  have  such  weight.    That  it 
had  appeared  that  all  contracts  of  a  public 
nature  in  this  department  had  not  been 
productive  either  of  any  advantage  to  the 
individual*  or  of  any  real  service  to  the 
public ;  and  that  he  (the  Secretary  at  War) 
thereibre    hoped,    .that    their    lordships 
would  not  force  the  mode  of  supply  o£ 
clothing  by  public  contract.     It  appeared 
then,  that  though  the  Secretary  at  War 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  those  commu- 
nications with  the  duke  of  York,  yet  that 
he,  at  the  same  time,  admitted  the  power 
of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  independent  of 
the  washes  of  his  royal  highness.  The  hon. 
member  next  referred  to  a  letter,  dated 
8th  Feb.  1808,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  with  respect  to  another  offer  for 
the  supplying  great  coats  to  the  army  by 
public  contract. — The  hon.  member  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  that  no  sooner  had  Mr. 
Pierce  received  an  order  to  furnish  great 
coats  at  !<fs.  (id.,  than  ho  eet  oft*  to  a  slop- 
teller  of  the  name  of  Dickson,  and  bar- 
gained With  him  to  furnish  them  at  1 3s.  Qd, 
or  14t.    This  was  a  fact  which  could  not 
be  got  rid  of,  and  which  he  was  ready  to 
prove  at  the  bar  of  the  house.     Tlie  loss 


to  the  public  by  this  bargain,  in  one  year, 
was  no  less  than  30,000(.,  even  on  the  sup- 
position that  Dickson  famished  the  coats 
at  only  2s.  6d.  less  than  Pierce's  contract. 
— He  should  now  beg  leave  to  state  a  few 
words  on  the  general  clothing  of  the  army. 
He  was  as  reluctant  as  the  richt  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (the  Secretary  at  War)  could  be 
to  break  in  on  any  of  the  privileges  of  co- 
lonels, but  he  could  propose  a  mode  of 
saving  to  the  country  without  making  any 
alteration  in  their  situation.  When  ho 
stated  the  saving  that  miffht  be  produced 
from  a  change  in  the  mode  of  contracting 
for  Army  Clothing  at  100,000/.,  he  ibund 
on  a  clo^r  examination  of  the  subject, 
that  he  had  greatly  under^^rated  it.  If  a 
committee  were  to  be  appointed,  he  should 
I  have  no  difticultv  in  shewing  that  instead 
of  the  price  paid  by  colonels  of  I/.  1  St.  Qd. 
for  coat,  waistcoet,  breeches,  and  shoes, 
these  articles  could  be  furnished  of  the 
same  quality  for  W.  7s.  Bd.  being  a  diffe- 
rence of  6t.  Id,  on  each  smt,  or  of  70,041/. 
a  year.  Mr.  Pierce  stated,  that  for  ready 
money  he  would  give  a  discount  of  five  per 
cent  The  contractor  gave  six  months  ere* 
dit ;  so  this  would  form  a  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  and  would  reduce  the 
saving  to  the  public  to  about  08,000/.  He 
could  shew  that  there  would  be  a  saving  on 
every  cap  of.  at  least  Is.  which  would 
amount  to  about  12,500/.  making  together 
about  81,000/.  On  accoutrements,  suppos- 
ing them  to  last  five  years,  there  wookl  also 
be  a  saving  of  about  12,000/.  making 
95,000/.  and  the  annual  saving  on  great 
coots,  amounting  to  about  8000/.  would 
produce  a  total  of  101,000/. ;  all  this,  too, 
independent  of  the  whimsical  and  absurd 
dresses  used  in  many  regiments,  which 
seemed  calculated  for  no  other  purpose, 
than  to  excite  amusement^  if  notridicule, 
in  the  public.  He  was  convinced,  when 
every  thing  was  taken,  into  computation, 
that  he  might  e^imate  the  aavitig,  instead 
of  1 00,000/.  at  200,000/.  If  he  were  to 
^go  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  had  been 
in  the  service  of  army  agents,  and  to  adopt 
their  tone,  he  should  say,  that  it  would 
even  amount  to  'K)0,000/.  For  that,  bow-* 
ever,  he  could  not  vouch ;  he  only  gave 
the  story  as  he  received  it.  It  was,  how- 
ever, he  understood,  no  unusual  thing  for 
army  agents  to  receive  several  hundreds  a 
year  for  recommendations  to  particul^ 
re^meetal  contracts.'  He  should  conclude 
with  moving,  '*  1.  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  house,  that  from  an  improper  ad- 
herence to  the  system  of  Private  Contract 
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the  public  baye  been  put  to  a  very  unne« 
cessary  expence  for  military  great-coats ; 
and  it  is  the  farther  opinion  ot*  this  house, 
that  the  orders  of  the  Treasury  of  the  5th 
No7.  1807,  and  11th  Feb.  1808^  directing 
the  great>coats  of  the  army  to  be  supplied 
by  open  contract,  are  highly  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  adopted  in  future.  2.  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  open 
Contract  should  be  resorted  to  in  all^cases 
where  the  clothing  and  appointments  of 
the  army  are  ordered  by  government.  3. 
That  a  Comniittee  be  appointed  to  take 
under  their  consideration  the  Clothing  and 
Appointments  of  the  Army  in  general, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain,  whether  by  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system,  clothing  and 
appointments  agreeably  to  his  majesty's 
regulations,  misht  not  be  furnished  on  such 
terms  as  would  ensure  a  great  saving  to 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  a 
continuance  o(  those  emolumenti^  to  the 
colonels  that  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
li'om  the  clothing  of  their  regiments,  or 
an  equivalent  .in  lieu  thereof.'' — He  con* 
eluded  by  stating,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  press  his  motions  this  session. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied  to  the  ob* 
servations  of  the  hon.  gent..  Those  who 
were  well  acquaiirted  with  the  woollen 
trade^  had  informed  him  that  the  prices 
had  remained  stationary  from  1803  to  the 
present  time.  With  respect  to  the  pcice 
tor  great-coats  that  had  been  fixed  in  1803, 
namely,  I6s.  6d.  he  could  only  say,  that 
as  far  as  he  understood,  that  price  had  not 
been  fixed  without  due  deliberation,  and 
a  full  consideration  of  every  circumstance 
oonnected  with  the  subject.  A  reference 
to  the  opinion  of  military  men,  and  parti- 
cularly to  that  of  the  Commander,  in  Chiefs 
was  indispensable  on  questions  of  this  na- 
ture, and  consequently  the  inferences  of 
the  hon.  gent,  did  not  apply.  When  the 
business  was  referred  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  he  communiroated  it  to  the  board  of 
general  officers,  who,  of  course,  were  per- 
TCCtly  disinterested,  and  who  after  due  de- 
liberation, declared  their  unanimous  opi- 
nion,, an  opinion  in  which  the  commander 
in  chief  had  concurred.  The  soldier's 
great-coat  Was  to  last  him  for  three  yeai-s : 
it  was  frequently  his  only  covering,  and  it 
became  therefore  most  necessary  that  the 
coats  should  not  be  of  an  inferior  quality. 
On  this  principle,  the  board  of  general 
(officers  and  the!  commander  in  chief  had 
objected  to  any  change  in  the  system  by 
which  these  coats  had  hitherto  been  fur- 
nished. .  The  secretary  at  war  had  no  con- 


nection whatever  with  the  appointtneni  of' 
those  who  were  to  furnish  the  clothing  of 
the  army.  Every  colonel  of  a  regiment 
selected  his  own  army  clothier.  The  war- 
office,  therefore,  coufd  have  no  interest  ia 
the-xquestion*  It  was  not  .to  be  espected^ 
that  the  treasury,  would  suppose  any  or- 
ders of  this  nature  issued  by  them  upon 
this  subject  were  final,  without  consultation 
\yith  the  military  authorities*  The  trea- 
sury had  recommended  a  new  system,  but 
the  board  of  general  officers  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief  were  so  strongly  impressed 
virith  what  they  conceived  would  be  the 
injury  which  the  army  would  sustain  from 
the  change^  that  the  treasury  acquiesced* 
He  did  not  think  the  least  advaatase  would 
accrue  to  the  public  from  taking  the  cloth- 
ing out  of  the  hands  of  the  colonels;  al- 
though he  iK'as  satisfied  t&at  (provided  a 
fair  compensation  were  made  to  them)  the 
colonels  would  be  much  benefited,  and 
would  be  very  happy  to  have  the  clothing 
removed  from  their  bands  into  those  of  the 
public>  He  should  move  the  previous 
question  on  each  of  the  motions. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  could  find  no  answer  in 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon..  gent,  to  .a 
single  one  of  the  statements  of  his  hon. 
friend.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  at  war  had  consisted  pr.incipaUy 
of  a  panegyric  on  great-coats.  That  the 
comforts  arising,  from  the  use  of  them 
^ould  be  secured  to  the  soldier,  he  would 
be  one  of  the  last  to  dispute;  but,  on  the 
same  principle,  great  part  of  the  rest  of 
the  dress  of  the  army  should  be  abolished. 
Some  of  them  were  dressed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  be  the  ridicule  .of  every  person 
who  passed  by.  Some  of  the  cavalry 
were  seen  equipped  with  immense  mufis, 
caps,  or^ats,  which  whether  the  weather 
was  cold  or  hot,  wet  .or  dry,  must  be 
equally  insupportable ;  -  others  had  im- 
mense things  hanging,  over  their  arm, 
under  which  they  seemed  ready  to  faint 
with  fatigue.  Whiskers  too,  it  might  be 
supposed^  were  extren^ely  comfortable! 
He  agreed  that  if  a  more  comfortable  great 
coat  could  be  furnished  to  the  soldier  for 
16^.  Qd»  than  for  14$.  it  would  be  proper 
he  should  have  it.  But  what  was  the  po- 
sition of  his  honourable  friend  ?  That  the 
soldier  had  precisely  the  same  coat  on  his 
back  for  1 6s.  Qd.  that  he  might  have  for 
14^.  What  greater  comfort,  then,  he 
asked,  could  the  soldier  have  in  this  I  His 
lion,  friend  had  stated,  that  one  house  had 
furnished  at  1G«.  .6d.  the  very  .same  articles 
which  he  had  offered  at  14s.  9d.  because 
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lie  could  not  get  the  latter  tender  accepted 
of.  He  agreed,  that  the  commander  in 
chief  ought  to  beconsulted»but  he  objected, 
that  the  second  order  of  the  treasury 
should  ouly  have  been  considered  by  the 
secretary  at  war,  as  a  hint  as  to  their  opi- 
nion on  the  subject.  He  was  surprised 
to  find,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
otiered  no  apology  for  his  conduct,  if  so 
much  of  the  comfort  of  the  soldier  de- 
pended on  his  great-coat,  and  this  com- 
Ibrt  was  to  be  endangered  by  the  change, 
in  insisting  that  if  his  mode  of  furnishing 
was  not  to  be  followed^  the  business  should 
be  transferred  to  the  commissary  general. 
This  shewed  but  little  regard  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  soldier,  that  because  the  change 
was  likely  to  endanger  his  comfort,  he 
would  give  up  all  controul  in  the  matter. 
As. to  the  Committee  of  I'inance  doing 
any  thing  on  this  subject,  he  thought  it  was 
in  vain  to  expect  it.  •  if  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  were  a  man.  of  iron,  if  he 
were  to  live  to  the  years  of  Methusalem, 
from  the  mode  in  which  that  committee 
was  now  proceeding,  little  good  was  to 
be  looked  for.  The  great-coats  might  be 
worn  out  again  and  again  before  any  re- 
lief would  .be  aitorded  from  that  quarter. 
He  should  therefore  support  all  the  Resolu- 
tions of  his  hon.  friend. 

General  Stuart  thought  it  signified  not 
what  was  the  dress  of  soldiers,  provided 
diey  were  well  disciplined.  The  dress 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  adopted 
in  some  light  regiments  of  cavalry,  in  con* 
seqoence  of  several  Germans  having  come 
over  to  this  country,  %vho  belonged  to  regi- 
ments that  dressed  in  that  way.  Such 
dresses  were  considered  as  well  adapted 
to  cavalry  employed  at  outposts.  I'he 
saddles  they  used  were  particularly  useful 
on  such  services.  Several  Hussar  regi- 
ments were  equipped  in  imitation  of  toe 
German  cavalry,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  and  he  did  not  see 
that  their  dress  was  more  ridiculous  than 
the  long  tails  and  the  monstrous  incon- 
venient cocked  hats,  formerly  worn  by 
cavalry.  If  the  business  of  providing  tor 
the  clothing  of  the  soldiers  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  colonels  of  regiments, 
it  would  produce  no  benefit  to  the  army, 
nor  any  saving  to  the  public.  The  sol- 
diers would  not  then  be  so  well  oft  as  at 
present ;  because  it  was  the  ambition  of  a 
colonel,  who  always  had  a  regard  for  his 
regiment,  to  make  the  soldiers  have  as 
good  an  appearance  as  possible :  and  he 
generally  spent  more  for  the  di*ess  of  the 
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soldiers  than  was  allowed  by  goremmeni 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  fFAi/^TMU^  congratulated  the  Church 
on  the  vigilance  of  the  two  Archbishops, 
who  he  conjectured  were  a  few  days  ago 
viiiiting  its  outposts,  as  he  had  discovered 
them  mounted  on  hussar  saddles.  [A 
laugh,  and  a  cry  of  order  !] 

Mr.  Hvskisson  thought  every  thing  the 
hon.  member  could  wish  was  now  fairly  in 
train,  and  likely  to  be  accomplished.  He 
defended  the  treasury  fioni  any  imputa- 
tion of  blame,  but  reprobated  the  idea  of 
open-contracts,  as  tending  to  raise  the  price 
of  commodities  to  governmeut. 

Mr.  Fulkr  concurred  with  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Whi thread),  in  ridiculing  the  dress 
of  some  of  our  regiments,  and  especially 
the  sudden  changes  of  reginientals,  the 
expence  of  which  had  c<jmpelied  many 
oiiicers  to  quit  their  regiments.  Adverting 
to  the  sciintiness  of  clothing  in  some  cases, 
he  declared  that  he  had  seen  instances  in 
which  the  dress  of  the  soldiers  of  a  regiment 
had  been  made  so  tiglit,  that  it  had  been 
burst  by  the  sudden  contraction  occasioned 
by  a  shower  of  rain ;  and  the  poor  fellows 
were  left  with  nothing  but  their  shirts  to 
cover  a  part  of  their  bodies  which  he 
would  not  name.  [A  laugh.]  On  the 
whole,  however,  lie  believed  that  the 
clothing  was  conducted  on  a  very  equitable 
principle. — After  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, Mr.  Wardell  withdrew  his  motions. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  house 
was  moved,  that  the  last  of  the  Resolutions 
which,  upon  the  1 4>th  of  June,  was  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  supply  granted  to  his  majesty,  and 
was  then  agreed  to  by  the  house,  might  be 
again  read : — ^And  the  same  was,' as  agreed 
to  by  the  house,  read  accord  I  qgly,  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz.  Resolved,  **  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  54,702/.  Os.  Td  be  granted  to 
his  majesty  to  be  paid  to  John  Palmer,  es(]. 
being  the  balance  of  the  per-centage  due 
to  him  on  the  net  revenue  of  the  Post  Office, 
from  the  5th  day  of  AprU  1793  to  the  5th 
day  of  January  1808." 

The  Chancdlor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
move  for  a  separate  bill  on  that  Resolution, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  form  a  part  of 
the  general  Appropriation  bill.  He  would 
state  his  reasons  for  making  this  propo:>i- 
tion,  of  which  he  had  given  due  notice, 
that  it  might  not  appear  to  be  a  sudden 
measure.  The  ordinary  cour^te  of  tlio 
house  was  to  pot  all  the  grant.;  of  the  vcar 
into  the  appropriatioa  bill ;  but,  in  aJo^a* 
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ing  the  course  which  he  was  about  to  re- 
commend, the  house  would  not  act  in  an 
unparliamentary  or  an  unprecedented  man- 
ner. If  there  ever  was  a  case  in  which 
the  ordinary  course  should  be  deviated 
from,  it  was  the  present,  for*  very  strong 
reasons,  which  he  would  distinctly  show. 
With  respect  to  the  precedents  oa  this 
subject,  he  would  submit  to  the  house  a 
great  variety  of  them.  In  the  first  place, 
fie  wOuId  state  a  number  of  cases  of  grants 
voted  in  the  committee  of  supply  to  pri- 
vate individuals,  with  conditions  annexed 
'to  them,  some  of  which  had  been  carried 
into  efiect  solely  by  a  separate  bill,  while 
others  had  been  incorporated  into  the 
appropriation  act.  The  first  that  he  would 
mention  was  a  vote  of  the  house  in  a  com- 
mittee of  supply,  on  the  10th  of  April 
1739,  of  5000/.  to  Mrs.  Johanna  Steele,  on 
condition  that  she  would  with  all  conve- 
nient speed  make  discovery  of  her  remedy 
for  curing  the  stone ;  this  vote  was  carried 
into  eifect  by  a  separate  bill,  and  did  not 
appear  in  the  appropriation  act.  Another 
vote  was  on  tne  28th  of  Jan.  1731,  of 
1 4',000i.  to  sir  Thomas  Blome,  as  a  recom- 
pence  for  the^  introduction  of  organzined 
silk  into  this  countryi  on  the  condition 
that  he  should  produce  the  models  of  his 
Inills.  lliis  vote  was  carried  into  efiect 
by  a  separate  bill,  but  did  make  its  appeai*- 
rance  in  the  appropriation  act.  5000/.  had 
been  voted  in  a  committee  of  supply,  to 
the  fumily  of  Mr.  Harrison,  for  his  time- 
|>iece,  on  the  condition  that  his  executors 
should,  as  speedily  as  possible,  explain  its 
construction.  This  vote  was  carried  into 
efiect  by  a  separate  bill,  and  was  also  incor- 
porated in  the  appropriation  act ;  3,600/. 
had  been  voted  in  a  committee  of  supply,  to 
Mr.  Phillips,  on  the  condition  of  his  dis- 
covering the  composition  of  a  powder  for 
destroying  insects.  This  vote  was  carried 
into  efiect  by  a  separate  bill,  which  was 
in  the  lords ;  and  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
appropriation  act.  Two  or  three  years 
afterwards  Mr.  Phillips  renewed  his  ap- 
plication, and  the  house  of  commons,  in  a 
committee  of  supply*  voted  him  1000/. 
This  vote  was  carried  into  efifect  in  a  sepa- 
rate bill,  which  bill  was  also  lost  in  the 
'  house  of  lords,  and  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
appropriation  act. — ^Thus  it  appeared  that 
Out  of  these  five  cases  the  house  adopted 
one  course  in  three  instances,  and  another 
course  in  the  remaining  two.  The  same 
variety  of  proceeding  would  appear  on  an 
examination  of  different  grants  that  had 
been  voted  for  public  purposes*    In  some 


cases  these  votes  had  been  carried  int 
eifect  solely  by  separate  bills  ;  in  othei 
they  had  been  incorporated  in  the  appn 
priation  act.  For  the  construction  an 
improvement  of  Westminster  Bridge  t£ 
rious  sums  had  been  voted  at  di&erei 
periods.      On  the   15th  of  May,    174! 

20,000/. :  on  the  24th ,  1734,  25,000 

In  both  these  cases  the  votes  had  bee 
caried  into  efiect  in  separate  bills,  and  ha 
not  appeared  in  the  appropriation  ac 
On  the  27th  of  June  1742,  25,000/. ;  i 
1743,  25,000/.  ;  in  1754,  2,500/.  ;  a 
which  had  been  carried  into  efiect  by  s< 
parate  bills,  but  had  also  been  incorpc 
rated  into  the  appropriation  act.  It  ws 
evident,  therefore,  that  in  these  instance 
all  relating  to  the  same  object,  the  hons 
had  been  influencedsolely  by  conveniencf 
There  werci  various  other*  similar  grants 
On  the  2d  of  March  1750,  10^000/ 
for  widening  the  streets  of  WesUninster 
and  in  May  1758,  10,0001.  for  repairinj 
Milford  Haven ;  which  votes  were  carriei 
into  efiect  by  separate  bills  although  the] 
appeared  in  the  appropriation  acts,  li 
1759,  10,000/.  for  Milford  Haven  ;  on  thi 
9th  of  May  1759,  various  sums  as  com 
pensation  tor  the  purchase  of  lands  a 
Portsmouth  ^nd  Plymouth ;  «n  the  23d  o 
March  1762,  5,000  fi)r  paving  Westmin 
ster,  and  on  the  14th  of  April  1767, 2^000^ 
additional  for  the  same  purpose.  AJ 
these  votes  were  carried  into  e&ct  b; 
separate  bills^  and  did  not  appear  in  th 
appropriation  act.  From  these  variou 
cases  it  was  clear  that  not  only  on  pri 
vate  but  on  public  grants  the  house  hai 
always  exercised  its  own  opti<m  on  th 
mode  of  proceeding. — ^Bot,  there  was  ano 
ther  class  of  cases  more  nearly  resem 
bling  that  under  consideration.  The; 
were  the  grants  which  had  been  madi 
without  any  condition  annexed.  On  thi 
23rd  of  December  1707,  2,120/.  18*.  (k 
had  been  voted  in  a  committee  of  sup 
ply  as  due  to  capt.  James  Reach  for  th 
arrears  of  the  rent  of  forfeited  estates  i 
Ireland,  granted  to  him  by  act  of  parlia 
ment.  This  vote  was  carried  into  efifec 
by  a  separate  bill,  and  did  not  appear  ii 
the  appropriation  act.  On  the  28th  c 
January  1752,  112,143/.  was  voted  to  th 
African  company  as  a  compensation  fo 
the  loss  of  their  chartered  lands.  Thi 
vote  had  been  carried  into  efiect  by  a  sepa 
rate  bill,  and  was  not  incorporateci  into  th^ 
appropriation  act.  But  one  of  the  mos 
material  cases  to  which  the  house  ough 
to  attend  was  that  of  Rye  harbour.     Q\ 
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the  25ih  of  Feb.   1745,  the  committee 
of    supply    voted    a   grant  to  his    ma- 
jesty of  23,360/.  out  of  ihe  sioking  fuii^i* 
to  enable  the  commissioners  of  Rye  har- 
bour to  complete  the  works.    The  appro- 
priation bill  was  subsequently  brought  into 
the  house*  but  this  grant  was  not  included 
in  it :    and  tlie  committee  upon  it  on  the 
8th  of  April  was  adjourned  to  a  late  hour* 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  vote  of 
money  for  Rye  harbour  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  separate  bill.    Another  case 
had  occurred  in  1779>  of  a  grant  upon 
the  petition  of  Dr.  Smith*  as  a  reward 
for    hb  having  attended  sick    prisoners 
in  London  and  Westminster.     That  pe- 
tition had  been,  with  some  counter  pe- 
titions, referred  to  a  committee,  which 
made  no  report.    In  die  year  1781  the  pe- 
tition was  renewed,  and  on  the  report  of  a 
committee,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
passed  the  house  of  commons  tor  granting 
1,200/.  to  Dr.  Smith,  which  bill  was  never 
returned  from  the  lords.     It  was  impossi- 
ble, after  what  he  had  stated,  to  contend, 
that  it  was  not  perfectly  competent  to  the 
house  to  carry  its  vote  into  effect,  either  by 
separate  bill,  or  by  its  insertion  in  the  ap- 
propriation act.  The  grant  had  been  voted 
on  grounds  not  satisfactory  to  his  mind, 
and  though  he  still  retained  bis  former 
opinion,  it  was  not  upon  that  he  proposed 
the  present  course.    The  house  had  a  dis- 
cretion, and  it  remained  to  be  considered 
under  whatcircnmstances  the  house  would 
be  disposed  to  proceed,  by  a  separate  bill, 
or  by  including  the  grant  in  the  appropri- 
ation act.    If  no  other  motive  woula  apply 
the  course  that  would  be  most  convenient, 
would  be  most  desirable.     In  ordinary 
cases,  where  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any 
difference  of  opinion  eUewhere«  it  might 
be  proper  to  insert  the  grant  in  the  appro- 
priation act.    But,  if  there  should  be  any 
fair  reason  to  suppose  such  a  diflerence  of 
opinion  to  exist  in  that  otlier  quarter,  that 
would  be  good  ground  for  taking  the  grant 
out  of  the  appropriation  act.     The  vote 
proceeded  upon  an  assumption  of  an  agree- 
ment between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Palmer, 
and  then  assumed  that  nothing  bad  hap- 
pened to  defeat  such  contract,  and  that  a 
bill  should  be  brousht  in  to  carry  the  con 
tract  into  eftcct.    That  house  knew  that 
the  other  house  had  the  matter  under  their 
consideration,  by  having  received  a  mes- 
sage from  it,  requiring  a  communication 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  they  had  passed 
the  bill  for  grauting  the  annuity  to  Mr. 
Palmer.    Having,  by  sending  up  that  bill 


to  the  other  house,  given  it  an  opportunit} 
of  exercising  an  unrestrained  judgment 
upon  one  part  of  the  case,  they  should  not. 
by  inserting  this  grant  in  the  appropria* 
tion  bill,  reonce  the  other  house  to  the  al< 
temative  of  either  acceding  to. a  grant,  oi 
which  it  disapproved,  or  of  reje(;ting  the 
appropriationof  the  supplies  of  the  yiear. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  quoted  the  au^ 
thority  of  Mr.  Hatsel,  vol.  iii.  p.  195,  tc 
shew,  that  tacking  one  measure  to  anothei 
for  the  purpose  of  forcing  another  braucli 
of  the  legislature  to  accede  to  it,  was  highl)i 
irregular,  and  a  breach  of  the  practice  oi 
parliament;  but  that  to  do  this  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  part  so  tacked  was  dis* 
agreeable  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legis* 
lature,  was  highly  dangerous  and  uncon* 
stitutionaL  He  admitted  that  this  doctno< 
had  been  applied  by  Mr.  Hatsel  to  th< 
tacking  to  money-bills  measures  uncon^ 
nected  with  the  supply,  but  contended 
that  the  principle  extenaed  to  preclude  th< 
house  from  any  course  that  would  reduci 
the  other  house  to  the  alternative  he  hac 
stated.  If,  therefore^  the  house  should  8e< 
no^  reason,  founded  upon  parliamentary 
usage,  for  declining  the  course  he  had  U 
propose,  why  insert  the  grant  in  the  ap 
propriation  act,  why  clog  the  supplies  o 
the  year  with  a  measure  that  would  end  an 
ger  their  passing  the  other  house  ?  Th( 
proposition  upon  which  the  grant  rested 
was  one  on  .which  not  only  the  presen 
house  of  commons  entertained  a  ditierenct 
of  opinion,  but  a  former  house  of  common 
had  rejected.  And  there  was  as  muci 
reason  to  think,. that  any  other  assembly 
would  difier  from  the  present  house  o 
commons,  as  that  the  former  house  of  com 
roons  had  differed  from  it.  If  ever  ther« 
had  been  a  case  in  which  the  grant  shonh 
be  carried  into  efiect.by  a  separate  act,  i 
was  the  present.  He  should  ask  any  hon 
member  to  shew  any  case  in  which  tw* 
votes  founded  upon  the  same  principle 
had  been  carried  into  eflect,  one  by  a  se 
parate  bill,  the  other  by  insertion  in  th 
appropriation  act.  If  there  was  no  simila 
case,  then  this  was  a  new  case,  and  it  wa 
competent  to  the  house  to  exercise  iu  dis 
ere  tion  upon  it.  The  house  would  there 
fore  decide,  whetlier  under  all  the  circum 
stances  of  the  case  it  would  prefer  th 
separate  or  the  general  appropriation  act 
He  should  move  that  a  bill  bo  brougia  ii 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  committe 
of  supply. 

The  Resoltttioa  was  entered  and  read 
and  on  the  question  being  puL 
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.  Major  Ptdmtr  rose  and  said— Sir ;  after 
the  indulgence  1  experienced  from  the 
house  on  the  first  discussion  of  this  subject, 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  obtruded 
further  on  their  notice ;  but  the  many  de- 
bates which  have  since  occurred,  with  the 
motion  now  made  by  the  righr  hon.  gent, 
will,  I  trust,  apologize  for  the  observations 
I  presume  to  oOer.  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  house,  that  this  claim  was  renewed, 
in  the  first  instance,  by  a  petition,  which  had 
induced  his  maj/s  late  administration  to 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  examine  the  evidence  upon  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's Agreement  with  government,  taken 
by  a  previous  committee  in  the  year  1797, 
and  to  report  their  observations  ;  that  the 
late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (lord  H. 
Petty),  had  proposed  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  consisting  of  the  members  for 
cbunttes,  principal  manufacturing  towns, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  and  mer- 
chants, as  being  the  most  competent  to 
decide  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  arid  to 
make  a  well  grounded,  impartial,  and 
every  way  satisfactory  report  to  the  house. 
The  qhangc  of  administration  prevented 
this  appointment  at  the  moment ;  but, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament, 
the  petition  was  again  received,  and-  the 
approbation  of  the  present  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  given  for  the  adoption  of 
the  same  measure  recommended  by  his 
predecessor.  A  committee,  thus  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  accordingly  sat, 
and  after  a  deliberate  investigation  of  the 
Evidence  laid  before  them,  with  the  exa- 
mination of  further  evidence,  mad^  their 
report.  Mr.  Palmer,  flattering  himself 
that  the  report  of  this  committee,  so  se- 
lepted,  could  not  but  be  approved,  was 
much  surprised  and  mortified  fo  learn  the 
disapprobation  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  from  this  consideration,  in 
the  hope  that,  during  the  recess,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  might  have  the  leisure  to  exa- 
mine more  fully  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  Mr.  Palmer  was  advised,  and  con- 
sented to  a  temporary  postponei^ent  of 
his  claim. --«-I  am  now,  sir,  ^o  state  my  own 
conduct  in  this  affair.  On  being  returned 
to  parliament  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  I  did  myself  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  learn  his  sentin^ents  previous  to 
any  notice  of  ^  motion  on  the  subject. 
iJpon  this  occasion  the  vight  hon.  gent, 
candidly  told  me,  that  he  should  oppose 
the  measure  ;  but  on  my  rcmonsti*ating 
with  him  oa  the.  (hardship  of  Mr.  Palmer's 


case,  that  from  having  contracted  with  the 
gOTemment  of  the  country  instead  of  an 
individual,  and  being  thereby  precluded 
an  appeal  to  its  law^,  he  was  even  to  be 
refused  a  fair  hearihg  in  the  only  court  to 
which  he  could  apply,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
assured  me,  that  I  had  no  apprehension  to 
feel  on  that  account,  as  however  strongly 
he  might  express  his  own  opinion,  (and  he 
did  not  n\ean  to  flatter  me,  but  that  it 
would  have  considerable  weight),  he  was 
far  from  wishing  to  impress  that  opinion 
against' the  conviction  ot  those  who  were 
disposed  to  think  well  of  the  claim  ;  and 
that,  if  the  house  decided  in  its  favour,  he 
should  be  perfectly  contented  with  having^ 
performed  his  duty.  The  risht  hon.  gent. 
conth*med  this  assurance,  and  satisfied  me, 
beyond  a  doubt,  of  the  candour  of  his  in- 
tentions, by  quoting  the  case  of  a' grant  to 
Dr.  Jenner,  which  he  stated  had  been  car- 
ried in  the  previous  session  against  an  in- 
dividual but  strenuous  opposition  on  his 
part. — I  thanked  the  right  non.  gentleman 
very  sincerely  for  his  liberality,  and  told- 
him  at  the  time,  that  however  1  lamented 
his  unfavourable  impression,  and  sensible 
of  the  influence  it  must  carry,  that  my> 
own  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  case 
assured  me  of  its  success.  At  a  second  in- 
terview with  the  right  hon.  gent,  previous 
to  the  Toaster  vacation,  on  submitting  to 
him  a  notice  of  the  intended'  motion;  ho 
obligingly  again  confirmed  the  consent  of 
the  crown  given  by  the  tbnner  and  present 
administration  ;  and  on  my  stating  that  I 
had  repeated  the  substance  of  our  former 
conversation  to  many  who  had  been  anx* 
ious  to  learn  his  sentiments,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  fully  admitted  it,  and  strengthened 
the  opinion  I  entertained  of  his  sincerity. 
Surely  then,  sir,  after  such  professions,  it 
was  natural  for  me  to  hope,  upon  the  dis-i 
cussion  of  this  question,  of  which  so  lonr 
a  notice  had  been  given,  and  to  which  1 
had  earnestly  intreated  the  attendance  of 
every  individual  member,  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  bad  equally  solicited  the 
attendance  of  his  own  friends  on  the  occa* 
sion,  would  have  considered  the  decistou 
of  so  large  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
claim  as  conclusive  of  the  sense 'of  the 
house  ;  and  that  )  should  at  least  have  ex-i 
periei^ced  the  same  candour  on  the  part  of 
gov^rnpoent,  in  carrying  that  decision  of 
the  house  into  eflect,  which  had  induced 
the  coiv^nt  of  the  crown  in  the  first  in- 
stance !  for  I  must  think  it  hard,  after 
having  overcome  what  I  conceived  and 
fully  luido^tood  from  the  ri{;ht  hoa,  gei^U^ 
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vrottld  b€  the  only  difficulty,    I  should 
since  have  been  exposed  to  greater  trials, 
and  in  which  1  aeem  but  to  have  succeeded 
to  embitter  the  disappointment  I  am  at 
last  to  suffer.     It  is  urged,  that  I  have 
caused  the  necessity  of  the  present  mo- 
tion, by  sending  the  bill  for  Mr.  Palmer's 
future  per-centage  to  the  lords;  but  this 
should  be  considered  the  act  of  the  house, 
and  not  mine :  for  how  was  I  to  do  other- 
wijie  than  adopt  that  mode  of  carrying  the 
previons  votes  into  eflect,  which  had  been 
decided  by  a  large  majority;  viz.  to  move 
for  the  arrears  in  a  committee  of  supply, 
and  to  bring  in  a  bill*  tor  the  future  per- 
centaffe  ?  Nor  vras  an  idea  then  entertained, 
tliat  the  arrears  once  voted  in  the  supplies 
could  be  withdrawn.    The  bill  was  there- 
fore brought  in  as  matter  of  course,  and 
which,  in  the  possible  event  of  being  thrown 
out  by  the  lords*  might  be  renewed  in  any 
future  session.    The  moment  it  was  hinted 
that  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  the  upper 
house  might    endanger  the  arrears,  all 
thoughts  of  carrying  it  there,  on  my  part. 
Mere  given  up :  the  notice  of  the  third 
reading  was  dropped,  nor  would  it  have 
met   its   fate  with    the   peers,   had    not 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  himself 
thought  proper  to  send  it  there,  and  tor 
that  purpose,  by  moving  the  third  reading. 
1  wish  to  express  no  opinion  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  right  hon.  gent,  but  merely  to 
stand  acquitted  with  the  house  of  having 
sought  the  difficulty  I  am  placed  in.  With 
respect  to  the  present  motion,  it  is  to  be 
viewed   in  two  points,  as  relating  to  the 
house,  and  to  myself.     For  myself^  I  must 
object  to  it,  nor  could  it  be  considered  but 
as  an  act  of  folly,  or  hypocrisy  on  my  part 
to  give  up  what  has  been  established  as  a 
right  by  the  i*epeated  votes  of  this  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  bill  which 
every  one  knows  ncgist  defeat  the  object  it 
professes.     The  question,  as  relating  to 
the  house,  is  of  too  much  consequence  to 
calculate  the  interest  of  the  individual,  and 
1  beg  that  it  may  not  stand  a  moment  in 
the  way ;  the  only  favour  I  ask  of  the 
right  hon.  ^ent.  is,  that  he  will  be  satisfied 
in  wirhdrawing  the  arrears,  if  it  should  bq 
the  pleasure  of  the  house,  and  at  lea<t 
spare   me    the  unnecessaiy   trouble  and 
mortification  which  the  proposed  bill  must 
involve.     Could  1  anticipate  a  fair  consi* 
deration  of  the  question,  so  far  from  avoid- 
iug,  no  one  would  more  anxiously  court 
the  discussion  than  myself.     I  would  sub- 
mit it  to  the  comaion  sense  of  any  indi- 
vidual in  tlie  kingdom  who  could  only  read 
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the  evidence,  much  rather  to  the  most  en-| 
lightened  minds  if  allowed  an  impartial 
judgment.  But,  without  meaning  any  dis- 
respect to  the  noble  lords,  1  feel  it  to  be 
impossible  ;  and  that,  were  1  in  the  same 
situation,  either  wholly  igfiorant,  or  but 
partially  informed  on  the  subject,  with  ir- 
resistible prejudices  in  favour  of  one  pafty, 
and  those  which  had  been  raised  against 
the  other — ^I'he  hon.  gent,  being  here  in- 
terrupted by  the  Speaker,  who  stated,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  order  to  allude  to  any 
discussion  that  had  passed  in  the  lords, 
concluded  with  saying,  that  he  would  no 
lons^er  detain  the  house  than  to  repeat  his 
wisli  that,  in  the  event  of  the  arrears  being 
withdrawn,  he  might  not  be  compelled  to 
bring  in  a  second  bill  which  must  inevit- 
ably meet  the  reception  of  the  first. 

Mr.  Windham. — ^Though  I  cannot,  sir, 
forbear  to  give  my  testimony  of  approba- 
tion, in  comny>n,  I  am  persuaded,  with 
that  of  every  other  gentleman,  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  hon.  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  argued  and  conducted 
this  business  in  every  part  of  its  progress, 
and  not  less  so  upon  the  present  than  on 
every  preceding  occasion,  yet  I  must  con- 
tend that  his  endeavours  ought  now  to  be 
considered  as  wholly  superfluous,  so  far  as 
relate  either  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
to  any  interest  merely  his  own ;  and  that 
the  house,  having  come  to  a  formal  adjudi- 
cation upon  the  subject,  has  nothing  now 
to  consider  but  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  defending  its  own  decision,  it  is 
not  a  question  at  the  present  moment  whe- 
ther what  the  house  decided  was  right, 
but  whether  having  so  decided,  ii.  can,  as 
at  present  circumstanced,  alter  its  decision. 
All  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  therefore  has 
been  labouring  with  so  much  effort,  is  no- 
thing to  the  purpose.  He  has  been  ran- 
sacking the  Journals,  diving  into  the 
depths  of  parliameiitary  lore,  wasting  his 
time  and  his  pains,  and  wearing  out  the 
eyes  of  his  case- hunter,  only  to  tell  us, 
what  nobody  ever  disputed,  that  parlia- 
ment has  on  different  occasions  proceeded 
in  both  ways,  sometimes  by  a  separate  bill, 
and  sometimes  by  introducing  grant^s  of 
the  sort  in  question  into  appropriation 
acts.  We  will  admit,  if  the  hon.  gentle- 
man wishes  it,  that  the  option  between 
these  two  ways  was  in  the  firU  instance 
completely  open  to  the  houw:  but  the 
qaestion  for  us  at  present  is,  whether  this 
option  continues  open  to  us  now.  The 
great  edifice,  therefore,  of  the  hon.;7ent.'s 
learning,  however  curiuus  and  costly,  has 
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been  rsuMd  npoo  mands  Bot  belonging 
to  the  question,  and  will  stand  him  in  as 
little  stead  as  the  bouse  of  a  man,  who 
should  have  built,  unfortunately,  upon  his 
neighbour's  land.    What  is  it  to  as  what 
the  house  has  done,  on  occasions  similar 
•▼en,  if  vou  please,  to  the  present,  but 
where  it  had  not  previously  m^ule  its  elec- 
tion, and  where  accordingly  its  choice 
might  be  free }  We  have  chosen,  and  can* 
not  now,  without  the  most  flagitious  in- 
justice, revert  to  the  situation  in  which  we 
formerly  stood.    It  is  needless,  therefore, 
to  inquire,  what  would  be  the  value  of  the 
precedents,  which  the  hon.  gent  after 
searching  back  for  near  a  century,  has 
been  thus  able  to  rake  together,    I  should 
say  that  out  of  the  whole  lot,  excepting 
perhaps  the  case  of  captain  Roach,  there 
was  hardly  one  of  which  anv  use  could  be 
made ;  and  of  that  or  any  other  that  might 
upon  the  first  view  be  thought  applicable, 
how  little  do  we  know  of  the  circumstances 
existing  at  the  time,  and  which  might  have 
determined  the  house  to  one  course  or  the 
other !  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  that 
the  case  in  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
act,  is  a  case  already  decided,  and  decided 
by  members  now  no  longer  present,  and 
who  have  retired  into,  the  country,  not 
from  weariness  or  idleness,  or  from  mo- 
tives of  liking  or  convenience,  bot  from 
a  firm  and  just  persuasion  that  all  the 
material  business  of  the  session,  and  un- 
questionably this  part  of  it,  was  at  an  end ; 
and  who  will  feel  good  reason  to  complain, 
(as  the  house  collectively  and  the  country 
will  have  reason  to  complain),  if,  the  mo- 
ment they  have  turned  their  backs,  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  done  in  their  pre<r 
sence,  and  which  every  one  then  consi- 
dered as  final,  should  be  thus  iiraudulently 
and  surreptitiously  reversed.     Never  was 
there  surely  such  a  proceeding  attempted, 
except  one,  and  that,  one  should  have 
thought,  not  of  a  sort  which  wouki  have 
been  resorted  to  as  a  precedent,  the  change 
J  mean,  which  was  made  in  the  mode  of 
proceeding  against  lord  Melville.     The 
sentiments  excited  on  that  occasion,  were 
tiot  of  a  sort  to  give  much  encouragement  to 
those  who  might  wish  to  have  recourse  to 
a  similar  expedient    I  was  as  strong  an 
advocate  as  any  one  for  referring  the  trial 
of  that  noble  lord,  to  the  tribunal  of  the 
house  of  peers ;  but  the  act  by  which  the 
bouse  ot  commons  changed  its  decision  in 
that  respect,  and  by  trick  and  surprize  re^ 
curred  to  impeachment  afler  havmg  for- 
mally and  ill  a  full  house  resolved  upon 


another  eoone  of  trial,  was  in  my  opinio 

a  moft  acandak^Qs  proceeding,  and  w 

one  accordingly  which  I  opposed  at  tl 

time  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.     Tl 

objection  is  in  <uie  respect  more  stroi 

in  the  present  instance:   because  nev 

surely  was  there  a  q«esti<m  on  which  ti 

sense  of  the  hmise  was  more  fidrly  tak< 

What  possible  idea  can  honoorable  ge\ 

tlemen  have,  when  they  talk  of  tbis  as 

party  question  ?   A  question  does  not  fa 

come  a  party  question  merely  becai] 

members  of  a  psnticnlar  party  vote  for  i 

at  this  rate  every  question  on  which  tl 

house  is  unanimous  must  be  a  party  qm 

tion:  but  because  members  of  a    par 

cular  party  vote  ibr  it  and  those   onl} 

and  even  then'  nothins  is  thereby  decidi 

as  to  the  merits.    I  should  have  thougl 

indeed,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  si| 

would  not  have  been  so  fond  of  describii 

as  a  party  question,  a  question  in  whi< 

they  hare  been  five  times  beat,  but  woo 

have  been  willing  to  allow  something 

the  merits  of  the  case,  instead  of  ascribii 

the  whole  to  the  strength  of  their  advc 

saries.     Whatever   their   wish,   howev^ 

may  be,  or  whatever,  and  with  more  re 

son,  might  be  our  wish,  the  fact  is,  that  tl 

triumph  of  Mr.  Palmer  has  not  been  tl 

triumph  of  a  party,  but  a*triumph  of  tru 

and  justice.  And  how  indeed  in  the  natu 

of  &ings  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  \Yh 

possible  means    has  Mr.  Palmer  of  e 

gaging  in  his  favour  the  sentiments 

the  house  of  commons,  but  through  tl 

medium  of  the  opinion  which  they  mi 

entertain  of  the  merits  of  his  case  ?    Wh 

boons  has  he  to  dispense  ?  What  pati 

nage  does  he  possess  ?  What  '  advand 

ment'  does  any  one  *  hope  firom  him,  w| 

no  revenue  hath  but  his  good  spirits 

either  to  serve  his  friends  or  to  contei 

against  his  enemies  ?  The  hon.  ^ent.  w 

perhaps  tell  me,  that  the  case,  which  I  h 

myself  alluded  to,  of  the  duke  of  Atbi 

aiibrded  an  instance  which  I  at  least  ca 

not  dispute,  where  money  had  been  vot 

to  an  individual,  upon  grounds  not  ve 

satisfactorily  made    out      But  the  he 

gent  must  not  forget  one  circumstan< 

that  the  noble  duke  in  question,  to  s 

nothing  of  his  superior  rank  and  statii 

and  numerous  connections,  before  he  c< 

vinced  the  house  had  succeeded  in  c( 

vincing  the  minister.     Nobody  ever  c 

nied,  that  the  influence  possessed  in  so< 

cases  by  individiials  ought  be  sufficient 

gain  the  assistance  of  a  minister  ;  or  tl 

the  opimottt  of  a  minister  might  have  so{ 
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weight  in  determining  the  judgment  of  the 
house.    The  question  19,  what  could  an 
individual  do,  powerful  as  he  might  be, 
without  that  assistance  }  I  have  heard  of  a 
man  who  having  made  a  bet  that  he  and 
his  companion  would  eat  some  extraor- 
dinary quantity  of  peaches,  when  the  day 
oame  and  his   friends  were  in   despair, 
changed  all  the  odds  in  his  favour  by  ten- 
dering for  his  companion  a  lean  sow.    It 
would  be  no  wonder,  if  with  such  an  as- 
sociate, the  bet  was  won  with  ease.    But 
what  would  the  eater  have  done  without 
his  friend  ?    What   would    the  duke  of 
Athol  have  done  without  the  minister? 
And  still  more,  what  could  Mr.  Palmer 
have  done,  supposing  his  cause  to  have 
been  a  bad  one,  not  only  without  the 
minister,  but  with  the  minister  straining 
every   nerve,    and  calling    out    *  party 
<luestion'    against   him?   I    suppose    an 
instance  could  hardly  be  found,  even  in 
the  compass  of  a  period  as  long  as  that 
which  tne  hon.  ^ntleman  has  taken  for 
his  precedents,  wnere  a  question  had  been 
decided  bearing  such  certain  marks  of  the 
real  sense  and  genuine  conviction  of  the 
house.    Yet  this  is  the  decision,  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  rescind,  and  in  the 
circumstances  which  have  been  described. 
It  is  not  an  appeal  from  a  thin  house  to  a 
61II  one>  from  a  hasty  tribunal  to  one  more 
considerate,  from  '  Philip  drunk  to  Philip 
sober  ;'  but  ouite  the  contrary  :  the  ap- 
peal is  made  nrom  knowledge  to  ignorance, 
irom  deliberation  to  haste,  from  a  full  and 
general  attendance  to  a  scanty  and  partial 
one.  The  bulk  of  those  who  had  examined 
the  subject  and  who  had  qualified  them- 
"  selves  to  decide  upon  it,  are  retired  and 
gone,  judging,  as  well  they  might,  that 
the  business  %vas  over,  and  their  attendance 
no  longer  necessary.    If  their  places  are 
in  any  instances  supplied,  it  is  by  eentle- 
nien,  many  of  whom  we  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  now  for  the 'first  time  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  who, 
having  been  brought  to  town  unexpectedly, 
by  business  no  doubt  of  their  own,  are 
just  in  time  to  correct  this  abominable  de- 
cision, which  their  colleagues,  deliberately 
indeed  but  most  unadvisedly,  had  come  to. 
I  must,  however  for  my  part,  formaliy 
enter  my  protest  both  as^ainst  their  judg- 
ment and  their  jurisdiction.    I  must  both 
affirm  the  propriety  of  the  former  deci- 
sion, ami  utterly  deny  their  competency 
to  reverse    it,   in  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed,  even  though  the 
*  former  decision  should  in  the  first. instance 


have  b^en  ever  so  objectionable.  At  this 
rate,  however  decided  the  majority  and 
deliberate  the  discussion,  there  is  no  de- 
termination, which  the  house  can  have 
come  to  during  the  course  of  a  session,  that 
may  not  be  set  aside  at  the  end  of  it.  I 
protest  against  the  measure  proposed,  as 
one  of  the  most  disgraceful  to  the  present 
character  of  the  house,  and  dangerous  by 
its  example;  that  the  house  could  well  be 
called  upon  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Broumc  observed,  that  this 
appeared  to  him  a  question  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
case.  Acts  of  appropriation,  he  thought, 
ought  not  to  be  loaded  with  any  extraneous 
votes.  He  must  acknowledge,  that  he  had 
not  investigated  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  case,  and  was  therefore  unable 
to  form  a  judgment  of  its  merits.  Great 
difference  of  opinion  had  not  only  pre- 
vailed upon  the  subject  of  this  vote  in 
that  house,  but  out  of  doors  ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature  should  not  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of .  unrestrained  judgment 
upon  the  measure.  The  hon.  gent  then 
entered,  into  a  justification  of  the  grant  to , 
the  duke  of  Athol,  and  concluded  with 
expressing  a  wish,  that  the  business  should 
undergo  everyproper  discussion. 

Sir  Thomas  Tur/on.— 4Sir,  I  never  rose  to 
submit  my  observations  on  any  question 
before  the  hou^d  with  greater  feelings  of 
concern,  or  indignation,  than  I  now  do  on 
the  very  extraordinary  speech  and  motion 
of  my  right  hon.  friena.  Before  I  enter 
on  the  subject  of  it  I  cannot  avoid  making 
some  observations  on  the  consistency  and 
liberality  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  l^as  just 
sat  down.  He  prefaced  his  speech  with 
the  acknowledgment  '  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  investigate  the  particulars 
of  Mr.  Palmer^s  case,  and  was  therefore 
unable  to  form  any  judgment  of  its  merits,' 
and  yet  after  this  confession,  the  hon. 
gent,  has  had  the  candour  and  justice  to 
give  a  decided  opinion  on  a  case,  on  the 
particulars  of  which  he  has  avowed  his 
Ignorance.  The  hon.  gent,  cannot  take  it 
amiss,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  give 
much  weight,  or  to  pay  much  respect  to  an 
opinion  so  formed.  But  the  hon.  member 
is  certainly  correct  in  observing  that  these 
merits  and  claims  (on  which,  however,  he 
has  stept  out  of  the  way  to  pass  his  judg- 
ment) cannot  afiect  the  vote  of  to-night, 
for  as  the  right  hon.  eent.  opposite  (Mr. 
Windham)  has  observed,  whatever  may  be 
the  eventof  the  presentmotion,  those  ciaiou 
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ivill  roznain  uoshaken>  that  debt  for  ever 
due  to  Mr.  Palmer  by  the  recognition  of 
diis'house.  The  question  this  night  to  foe 
decided  is,. the  unwarrantable  conduct  of 
his  majesity's  ministers.  Sir,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  in  support  of  the 
motion,  has  quoted  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Hatsell ;  that  is  an  authority  so  respect- 
able, that  I  cannot  help  reminding  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  how  unequi- 
vocally that  authority  reprobates  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  who  give  the  consent  of 
the  crowa  to  measures  they  mean  to 
oppose.  I  think  he  stiles  it  imparl  ia- 
inentary  and  unconstitutional.  In  this 
case  if  we  could  not  expect  support^  the 
minister  ought  to  have  been  neutral.  Let 
ys  see  how  his  conduct  has  been  consistent 
even  with  this.  Sir,  the  -proceedings  on 
this  subject,  down  to  the  finh  and  last  de- 
cision of  the  house,  are  fresh  in  every 
one's  recollection,  nor  can  it  be  forgotten 
by  the  house  or  the  public,  that  after  all 
the  sophistry  and  ingenuity,  after  all  the 
fallacious  arguments  which  have  been  used 
to  mislead  and  confound  the  judgment, 
parlianvent,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  has  declared  by  majorities 
as  respectable  and  independent  as  ever 
carried  any  motion  within,  these  walls, 
'  That  Mr.  Palmer  is  entitled  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  contract'  I  should  have 
hoped,  sir,  that  his  majesty's  ministers, 
however  pertinacious  in  tneir  opinion, 
however  mortified  by  a  result  so  contrary 
to  their  expectations  and  to  their  usual  for- 
tune, would  at  last  have  learned,  from  the 
steady  and  honourable  resistance  to  their 
vnjust  conduct,  a  lesson  of  submission  to 
the  so  often  expressed  voice  of  the  par- 
liament. Indeed,  sir,  I  must  acknowledge 
that  when  I  saw  this  notice  on  the  order 
book,  I  was  prepared  for  the  withdrawing 
it,  and  I  really  came  down  to  the .  house 
under  the  expectation  of  it.  I  cannot, 
even  now,  think  it  will  be  persevered  in. 
Is  a  conquest  by  government,  over  an  in- 
dividual, the  object  ?  Can  such  a  conquest 
produce  a  gleam  of  satisfaction  amongst 
the  weakest  minded  of  them  ?  Will  they 
dare  to  boast  of  it  to  this  house,  w^hich  by 
this  motion  they  have  openly  insulted;  or 
to  the  country,  who  by  the  If  represen- 
tatives, called  to  the  subject  by  long  and 
repeated  notices,  with  all  the  documents 
before  them  on  which  to  found  their  opi- 
nion, have  sanctioned  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim, 
have  recognized  the  debt  and  obligation 
of  the* country  to  him,  to  the  extent  of  the 
VQt^  in  his  favour. — ^But,  says  the  right 


hon.  mover :  '  The  house  having  allowed 
the  Claim  of  Mr.iPalmer,  it  is  only  to  tbd 
mode  of  voting  this  sum,  that  I  object : 
you  have  pHt  this  sum  into  the  Appropri- 
ation act,  and  I  am  apprehensive  that  by 
this  means  you  will  endanger  passing  the 
supplies  of  the  year  through  the  lords,  the 
consequence  of  which  must  be  obvious* 
whereas  by  the  adoption  of  my  present 
method,  you  give  the  other  house  an  op- 
portunity at  least  to  discuss  and  -  examine 
the  subject,  independent  pf  the  other  mat- 
ters which  would  be  afiected  by  it,  if  they 
throw  out  this  grant,  and  in  asking  this,  I 
am  violating  no  practice  jor  usage  of  the 
house,  which  has  frequently  adopted  this 
mode  on  similar  occasions.'  Sir,  I  only 
pray,  that  I  may  have  patience  to  examine 
these  reasons,  these  pretences  which  have 
been  urged  for  a  liae  of  conduct,  which 
the  more  it  is  examined  into,  :tbe  more 
unfounded  in  fact,  the  more  disgraceful 
'  to  its  proposers,  will  it  be  found.  From 
the  first  moment  in  which  the  intention  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  was  announced,  I 
have  been  afraid  to  trust  myself  with  the 
discussion  of  the  subject,  and  I  must  con- 
fess that  during  tl)e.speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  below  me,  I  have  with  difficulty  res- 
trained the  impatience  and  indignation  I 
have  felt  of  the  grounds  on  which  this 
abominable  treatment  of  the  house,  as  well 
as  of  the  individual,  has  been  justified. 
Have  I  not  need  of  patience,  sir,  to  hear 
it  said,  that  whilst  justice  to  the  individual 
is  considered  in  the  mode  proposed,  the 
interests  of  this  hotise  and  of  the  country 
are  dependent  on  it,  that  it  is  conform- 
able to  the  constant  usage  and  practice  of 
it«  and  that  it  is  in  form,  not  in  substance> 
that,  this  measure  differs  from  the  one 
which  the  house  has  already  adopted? 
Well,  sir,  I  have  no  objection  to  meet  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  this  state- 
ment, or  that .  the  judgment  of  the  housfe 
shall  come  to  an  issue  upon  the  truth  or 
fallacy  of  it«  Does  the  right  hon.  gent, 
seriously  mean  tOt  state  that  no  substantial 
ditlerence  exists  between  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  him,  and  the  one  now  adopted 
by  the  house  ?  Will  he  even  promise, 
that  he  and  his  majesty's  other  minis- 
ters will  give  their  influence  and  votes 
to  this  adopted  child  of  his  ?  Will  he 
give  his  word  to  the  house,  that  it  is  not 
his  intention  to  strangle  this  progeny  of 
his,  the  moment,  or  within  a  few  days  of 
his  giving  it  birth — when  he  gets  it  out  of 
this  house?  If  he  will  give  his  promise  of 
support  to  his  own  bill,  I  can  have  no  ob* 
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Jection  to  its  substitution.  Do  but  justice 
to  the  individual^  respeet  but  the  wishes  of 
this  house,  and  we  will  not  quarrel  about 
forms.  But,  sir,  if  there  could  be  any 
doubt  what  the  conduct  of  government  will 
be,  let  us  look  to  what  has  been  that  of 
the  riffht  hon.  gent,  already.  And  here  I 
must  directly  charge  the  right  hon.  gent, 
with  a  want  of  courtesy,  an  outrage  on  the 
common  forms  and  usages  of  this  house 
from  one  member  to  another,  which,  short 
as  is  my  experience  in  parliament,  I  will 
venture  to  say  has  no  parallel.  A  bill  is 
brought  in  by  me  for  the  payment  of  the 
future  per-centage  due  to  Mr.  Palmer,  I 
move  the  first  and  second  reading?  of  it,  in 
the  presence,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.  Suspecting  strongly 
from  the  earnestness  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  have  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 
coupled  with  symptoms  which  appeared 
elsewhere,  that  the  object  of  ministers  was 
to  passthe  bill  here,  with  a  view  of  strang- 
ling it  in  the  lords,  I  declined  moving  the 
third  reading  of  it.  In  my  absence,  the 
right  hon.  cent,  comes  down  to  the  house, 
and  himself  moves  the  third  reading.  He 
takes  it  straight  to  the  upper  house,  and 
there  it  receives  the  death-wound  he  had 
prepared  for  it. — Sir,  I  do  not  deny  that  k 
is  competent  to  any  member  to  move  the 
reading  of  a  bill  introduced  by  another,  in 
any  of  its  different  stages;  but,  I  will  ask, 
is  it  consistent  with  the  courtesy  one  bas  a 
right  to  expect  from  one  gentleman  to  ano- 
ther within  th^se  walls  ?  Is  this  finesse,  tMs 
trick,  as  it  now  appears,  worthy  of  the  mi- 
nister or  the  man  ?  But  even  this  is  not 
equal  to  the  hypocrisy  and  duplicity, 
which  would  seriously  urge  this  measure, 
as  one  only  of  form,  not  of  substance, 
which  would  represent  it  as  doing  justice 
to  the  party  concerned,  whilst  its  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  avoid  the  danger  of  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature.  Will  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  avow  that  such  is  his  sole  inten- 
tion ?  I  am  sure  he  will  not ;  he  knows 
that  his  intention  is,  by  this  subterfuge,  by 
this  unworthy  proceeding,  to  defraud  Mr. 
Palmer  of  his  just  rights,  and  to  counter- 
act the  intentions  of  parliament  so  often  ex- 
pressed.— Sir,  the  insult  to  the  individual, 
Dy  this  argument,  and  by  these  pretences, 
is  trifling  in  comparison  with  that  with 
which  he  dares  to  treat  the  hoose.  Af^r 
having  been  five  times  told,  in  the  inde- 
pendent language  of  parliament,  that  if 
mdividuals  cannot  obtain  justice  out  of 
doon,  they  shall  within  its  walli;  even 
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from  the  minister  himself,  supported  as 
he  needs  must  be,  with  great  and  com- 
manding majorities  on  most  occasions, 
one  should  have  hoped,  and  expected, 
that  the  decent  respect  due  from  him 
to  the  voice  of  parliament,  expressed 
through  organs,  which  could  be  only  in- 
fluenced by  the  principles  of  justice  in 
voting  the  public  money,  would  have 
induced  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  bow  to  an 
authority  so  satisfactory  and  convincing, 
so  entirely  exonerating  him  from  all  res- 
ponsibility, or  at  least,  that  he  would  not 
nave  insulted  the  house,  by  an  open  disre- 
gard of  its  votes,  by  this  sovereign  con- 
tempt for  its  decision,  by  coming  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  when  most  of 
its  independent  members  are  out  of  town, 
and  the  friends  and  dependents  of  govern- 
ment composing  the  greater  part  of  the 
house.  Was  ever  so  marked,  so  contemp- 
tuous a  disregard  of  the  voice  of  parlia- 
ment? Was  ever  so  unworthy  a  finesse 
practised  by  the  first  minister  of  the 
government  on  the  house  ? — So  much  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
has  brought  forward  this  motion.  And 
now,  sir,  as  to  his  justification  on  the  score 
of  precedent;  he  has  certainly  favoured 
us  with  a  number  of  precedents,  of  special 
bills,  brought  in  for  grants  to  individuals, 
which  he  tells  us  are  applicable  to  the 
present  case ;  and,  he  adds,  *'  that  it  is  not 
even  a  general,  much  less  an  universal, 
rule  fo  include  such  grants  of  money  in 
the  appropriation  act.'' — Sir,  I  am  novr 
at  issue  with  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  for  I 
maintain,  and  I  defy  the  disproval  of  my 
assertion,  that  there  is  no  one  instance,  on 
the  journals  of  your  hoose,  of  a  sum  of 
money,  due  as  a  debt  to  an  individual, 
which  has  not  been  voted  in  the  appropri- 
ation act.  I  will  put  the  vvhole  of  this 
case  on  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  this  asser- 
tion ;  no  one  will  dispute  that  this  is  a 
debt  due  from  the  public  to  an  individual ; 
an  acknowledged  one,  recognized  by  the 
votes,  and  solemn  resolutions  of  this  house. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  voted  in  the  manner 
ail  similar  sums  are  voted.  But  what 
are  these  precedents  of  bills,  which  are 
said  to  apply  to  this  case  ?  I  really  am 
astonished  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
should  insult  our  understandings,  by  at- 
tempting to  impose  these  cases  on  us  as 
in  any  degree  similar  to  the  present.  What 
was  the  case  of  Mrs.  Stevens  ?  a  condi- 
tional remuneration?  Mr.  Philips's  the 
same.  The  condition  unperformed,  the  re- 
muneration would  not  be  bestowed.  How, 
SU 
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the  public  h'aye'  been  put  to  a  very  unne- 
cessary expence  for  military  great^coats; 
and  it  is  the  farther  opinion  of  this  house, 
that  the  orders  of  the  Treasury  of  the  5th 
Kov.  1807,  and  llth  Feb.  1808,  directing 
the  greatrcoats  of  the  army  (o  be  supplied 
by  open  contract,  are  highly  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  adopted  in  future.  2.  That 
U  is  the  opinion  of  this  honse,  that  open 
Contract  should  be  resorted  to  in  all^cases 
where  the  clothing  and  appointments  of 
the  army  are  ordered  by  government.  3. 
That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
under  their  consideration  the  Clothing  and 
Appointments  of  the  Army  in  general, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain,  whether  by  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system,  clothing  and 
appointments  agreeably  to  his  majesty's 
regulations,  miffht  not  be  furnished  on  such 
terms  as  would  ensure  a  great  saving  to 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  a 
continuance  of'  those  emolument;^  to  the 
colonels  that  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
fi'om  the  clothing  of  their  regiments,  or 
an  equivalent. in  lieu  thereof.'^ — He  con* 
eluded  by  stating,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  press  his  motions  this  session. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  gent.  Those  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  woollen 
trade^  had  informed  him  that  the  prices 
had  remained  stationary  from  1 803  to  the 
present  time.  With  respect  to  the  poce 
tor  great-coats  that  had  been  fixed  in  1 803, 
namely,  IQs,  6d.  he  could  only  say,  that 
as  far  as  he  understood,  that  price  had  not 
been  fixed  without  due  deliberation,  and 
a  full  consideration  of  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  subject.  A  reference 
to  the  opinion  of  military  men,  and  parti- 
cularly to  that  of  the  Commander. in  Chief, 
was  indispensable  on  questions  of  this  na- 
ture, and  consequently  the  inferences  of 
the  hon.  gent,  did  not  apply.  When  the 
business  was  referred  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  he  communioated  it  to  the  board  of 
eeneral  officers,  who,  of  course,  were  per- 
fectly disinterested,  and  who  after  due  de- 
liberation, declared  their  unanimous  opi- 
nion,, an  opinion  in  which  the  commander 
chief  had  concurred.     The  soldier's 
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great-coat  was  to  last  him  for  three  years : 
it  was  frequently  his  only  covering,  and  it 
became  therefore  most  necessary  that  the 
coats  should  not  be  of  an  inferior  quality. 
On  this  principle,  the  board  of  general 
i^fiicers  and  the  commander  in  chief  had 
objected-  to  any  change  in  the  systi^m  by 
which  these  coats  had  hitherto  been  fur- 
nished.  The  secretary  at  war  had  no  con* 


nection  whatever  with  the  appointtnen 
those  who  were  to  furnish  the  clothin| 
the  army.  Every  colonel  of  a  regiii] 
selected  his  own  army  clothier^  The  v 
office,  therefore,  could  have  no  intercs 
the^^uestion.  It  was  not.to  be  expec 
that  the  treasury,  would  suppose  any 
ders  of  this  nature  issued  by  them  u 
this  subject  were  final,  without  coiisultai 
with  the  military  authorities.  The  ti 
sury  had  recommended  a  new  system, 
the  board  of  general  officers  and  the  c< 
mander  in  chief  were  so  strongly  impre^ 
with  what  they  •  conceived  would  be 
injury  which  the  army  would  sustain  fi 
the  change^  that  the  treasury  acquies< 
He  did  not  think  the  least  advantage  wo 
accrue  to  the  public  from  taking  the  cl^ 
iug  out  of  the  hands  of  the  colonels; 
though  he  was  satisfied  t&at  (provide 
fair  compensation  were  made  to  them) 
coloneU  would  be  much  benefited,  : 
would  be  very  happy  to  have  the  cloth 
removed  from  their  Wuds  into  those  of 
public,.  He  should  move  the  previ 
question  on  each  of  the  motions. 

Mr.  Whitbread  could  find  no  answer 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  tc 
single  one  of  the  statements  of  his  h 
friend.  The  speech  of  the  right  h 
secretary  at  war  had  consisted  principa 
of  a  panegyric  on  great-coats.  That 
comforts  arising  from  the  use  of  th 
should  be  secured  to  the  soldier,  he  woj 
be  one  of  the  last  to  dispute;  but«  on 
same  principle,  great  part  of  the  rest 
the  dress  of  the  army  should  be  abolish 
Some  of  them  were  dressed  in  such  a  raj 
ner  as  to  be  the  ridicule  of  every  pen 
who  passed  by.  Some  of  the  cava 
were  seen  equipped  with  immense  m\^ 
caps,  oriiats,  which  whether  the  weatj 
was  cold  or  hot,  wet  or  dry,  must 
equally  insupportable ;  others  had  i 
mense  things  hanging  over  their  ai 
under  which  they  seemed  ready  to  fa 
with  fatigue.  Whiskers  too,  it  might 
supposed,  were  extremely  comfortab 
He  agreed  that  if  a  more  comfortable  gr 
coat  could  be  furnished  to  the  soldier 
I6s,  Q(L  than  for  lU.  it  would  be  pro] 
he  should  have  it.  But  what  was  the  { 
sition  of  his  honourable  friend  ?  That  1 
soldier  had  precisely  the  same  coat  on 
back  for  16s.  G(/.  that  he  might  have 
14^.  What  greater  comfort,  then, 
asked,  could  the  soldier  have  in  this  I  ] 
hon.  friend  had  stated,  that  one  house  \\ 
furnbhed  at  l(}s,M.  the  very  .same  artic 
which  he  had  ofiered  at  14$.  9d,  becai 


1009] 


VARL.  DSBATES^  Junb  2S>  1808.— ilfr.  Palmer^i  Clam. 


[1010 


lie  coald  not  get  the  latter  tender  accepted 
of.  He  agreed,  that  the  commander  in 
chiefoogbt  to  be  consulted,  but  be  objected, 
that  the  second  order  of  the  treasury 
»hou1d  only  have  been  considered  by  the 
secretary  at  war,  as  a  hint  as  to  their  opi- 
nion on  the  subject.  He  was  surprised 
to  find,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
oilered  no  apology  for  his  conduct,  if  so 
much  of  the  comfort  of  the  soldier  de- 
pended on  his  great-coat,  and  this  com- 
tort  was  to  be  endangered  by  the  change, 
in  insisting  that  if  bis  mode  of  furnishing 
was  not  to  be  followed^  the  business  should 
be  transferred  to  the  commissary  general. 
This  shewed  but  little  regard  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  soldier,  that  because  the  change 
was  likely  to  endanger  his  comfort,  he 
would  give  up  all  controul  in  the  matter. 
As.. to  the  Committee  of  Finance  doing 
any  thing  on  this  subject^  he  thought  it  was 
in  Tain  to  expect  it.  •  If  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  were  a  man.  of  iron,  if  he 
were  to  live  to  the  years  of  Methusalem, 
from  the  mode  in  which  that  committee 
was  now  proceeding,  little  gpod  was  to 
be  looked  for.  The  great-coats  might  be 
vorn  out  again  and  again  before  any  re- 
lief would  Se  allbrded  from  that  quarter. 
He  should  therefore  support  all  the  Resolu- 
tions of  his  hon.  friend. 
.  General  Stuart  thought  it  signified  not 
what  was  the  dress  of  soldiers,  provided 
tliey  were  well  disciplined.  The  dress 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  adopted 
ill  some  light  regiments  of  cavalry,  in  con* 
sequence  of  several  Germans  having  come 
over  to  this  country,  who  belonged  to  regi- 
ments that  dressed  in  that  way.  Such 
dresses  were  considered  as  well  adapted 
to  cavalry  employed  at  outposts,  llie 
saddles  they  used  were  particularly  useful 
on  such  services.  Several  Ilussar  regi- 
ments were  equipped  in  imitation  of  the 
German  cavalry,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  and  he  did  not  see 
that  their  dress  was  more  ridiculous  than 
the  long  tails  and  the  monstrous  incon- 
venient cocked  hats,  formerly  worn  by 
cavalry.  If  the  business  of  providing  tor 
the  clothing  of  the  soldiers  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  colonels  of  regiments, 
it  would  produce  no  benefit  to  the  army, 
nor  any  saving  to  the  public.  The  sol- 
diers would  not  then  be  so  well  off  as  at 
present  ;  because  it  was  the  ambition  of  a 
colonel,  who  always  had  a  regard  for  his 
regiment,  to  make  the  soldiers  have  as 
good  an  appearance  as  possible ;  and  he 
generally  spent  more  for  the  dress  of  the 
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soldiers  than  was  allowed  by  government 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Whkbread  congratulated  the  Church 
on  the  vigilance  of  the  two  Archbishops, 
who  he  conjectured  were  a  few  days  ago 
visiting  its  outposts,  as  he  had  discovered 
them  mounted  on  hussar  saddles.  [A 
laugh,  and  aery  of  order  !] 

Mr.  Huskisson  thought  every  thing  the 
hon,  member  could  wish  was  now  fairly  in 
train,  and  likely  to  be  accomplished.  He 
defended  the  treasury  ftom  any  imputa- 
tion of  blame,  but  reprobated  the  idea  of 
open-contracts,  astendiagto  raise  the  price 
of  commodities  to  government. 

Mr.  Fuller  concurred  with  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Whitbread),  in  ridiculing  the  dress 
of  some  of  our  regiments,  and  especially 
the  sudden  changes  of  regimentals,  the 
expence  of  which  had  compelled  many 
officers  to  quit  their  regiments.  Adverting 
to  the  scantiness  of  clothing  in  some  cases, 
he  declared  that  he  had  seen  instances  in 
which  the  dress  of  the  soldiers  of  a  regiment 
had  been  made  so  tiglit,  that  it  had  been 
burst  by  the  sudden  contraction  occasioned 
by  a  shower  of  rain  ;  and  the  poor  fellows 
were  left  with  nothing  but  their  shirts  to 
cover  a  part  of  their  bodies  which  he 
would  not  name.  [A  laugh.]  On  the 
whole,  however,  he  believed  that  the 
clothing  was  conducted  on  a  very  equitable 
principle. — After  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, Mr.  Wardell  withdrew  his  motions. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  houso 
was  moved,  that  the  last  of  the  Resolutions 
which,  upon  the  1 4th  of  June,  was  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  supply  granted  to  his  majesty,  and 
was  then  agreed  to  by  the  house,  might  be 
again  read : — ^And  the  same  was,  as  agreed 
to  by  the  house,  read  accord iqgly,  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz.  Resolved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  54,702/.  0$.  IcL  be  granted  to 
his  majesty  to  be  paid  to  John  Palmer,  esq. 
being  the  balance  of  the  per-centage  due 
to  him  on  the  net  revenue  of  the  Post  Office, 
from  the  5th  day  of  AprU  1793  to  the  5th 
day  of  January  1808." 

The  Cfiunceilor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
move  for  a  separate  bill  on  that  Resolution, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  form  a  part  of 
the  general  Appropriation  hill.  lie  would 
state  his  reasons  for  making  this  proposi- 
tion, of  which  he  had  given  due  notice, 
that  it  miglit  not  appear  to  be  ja  sudden 
measure.  The  ordinary  course  of  tlio 
house  was  to  put  all  the  grants  of  the  year 
into  the  appropriation  bill ;  but,  in  aJo^'t* 
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Nor,  sir,  do  1  think  that  the  Orders    in 
Council  themselves  could  have  produced 
any  irritation  in  America.     If  I  were  not 
disposed  on  this  occasion  to  avoid  making 
any  observations  that  might  be  suspected 
of  a  party  feeling,  1  would  say,  that  I  do 
think  the  irritation  in  America  may  have 
been  produced  by  the  echo  of  the  discus* 
sions  in  this  house.     Sir,  since  the  return 
of  Mr.  Rose,  no  communication  has  been 
made  by  the  American  government,  in 
the  form  of  complaint,  or  remonstrance, 
or  irritation,  or  of  any  description  what- 
ever ;  I  mention  this  particularly,  because 
it  is  notorious  that  there  have  been  several 
arrivals  from  America,  supposed  to  be  uf 
great  importance,  and  that  several  special 
messengers    have   reached   this    country 
from    thence,   after    having    touched   at 
France.     But,  sir,  if  the  hon.  gent,  in  the 
execution  of  his  public  duty  had  thought 
fit  to  move  for  any  communications  tnat 
had  been  made  by  the  American  govern- 
ment since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Rose,  my 
answer  must  have  been,  not  that  his  ma- 
jesty's   government   were   disinclined   to 
make  them,  but  that  absolutely  there  were 
none  to  make.     If  it  be  asked  why  ?  I  am 
unable  satisfactorily  to  reply.     I  can  only 
corijecure  that  America  has  entered  into 
negotiations  with  France  which  are  ex- 
pected to  lead  to  some  result,  and  that  the 
communications  of  America  to  this  country 
are  to  he  contingent  on  that  result.     This, 
sir,  is  conjecture  alone,  but  it  is  founded 
on  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  so 
many  arrivals  without  any  communication. 
It  caxmot  be  expected  of  me,  that  I  should 
state  prospectively  what  are  the  views  of 
his  majesty's  government  on  this  subject. 
The  principle  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  guided,  they  will  continue  invariably 
to  pursue.     They  attach  as  much  value  to 
the  restoration,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
cordiality,  and  perfect  good  understanding 
with  America,  as  any  men  can  do ;    they 
ape  ready  to  purchase  that  advantage  by 
every  justifiable  conciliation ;    they  have 
proved  that  readiness  by  the  act  of  the 
present  session,   in  which  the  trade  of 
America  has  been  placed  on  the  most  fa- 
vourable footing;  but,  sir,  they  are  not 
ready  to  purchase  that  advantage,  great  as 
they  acknowledge  it  to  be,  at  the  price 
of  the  surrender  of  those  rights  on  which 
the   naval   power   and  preponderance   of 
Great  Britain  is  immutably  fixed.     The 
hon.  gent,  has  alluded,  with  proper  deli- 
cacy, to  some  unpleasant  circumstances 
which  the  present  stagnation  of  commerce 


has  produced  in  a  part  of  this  countr 
but,  sir,  in  making  this  allusion,  he  h 
offered  to  the  executive  government 
piece  of  advice,  which,  I  trust,  is  mm 
cessary.  He  has  recommended  to  us,  s 
in  any  measures  which  the  excesses  of  t! 
misguided  may  compel  us  to  take,  to  d 
criminate  between  the  objects  of  mer* 
and  those  of  justice ;  and  not  to  apply 
innocence,  goaded  by  want  toimpruden< 
the  punishment  which  belongs  only  to  i 
defensible  guilt.  Sir,  I  trust  it  was  perfc< 
ly  unnecessary  for  the  hon.  gent,  to  1 
down  this  principle  for  the  guidance  of  i 
majesty's  government.  And,  sir,  if  amo 
those  who,  by  the  real  pressure  of  t 
times,  are  incited  to  tumult,  men  shot 
be  found  who,  without  themselves  ex| 
riencing  any  inconvenience,  avail  the 
selves  of  the  irritation  of  others  to  forw^ 
views  of  a  very  different  nature,  then,  j 
I  trust,  that  to  such  men  the  hon.  ge 
would  not  wish  his  principle  of  lenity 
apply.  I  state  this,  only  because  I  thi 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  ge: 
is  rather  too  much  of  a  sweeping  descri 
tion,  and  that  it  implies  a  propositi 
which  I  do  not  choose  at  this  mom( 
either  to  contradict  or  to  adopt ;  name 
that  one  cause  alone,  the  pressure  of  1 
times,  is  enough  to  produce  the  evils 
which  he  has  alluded,  and  that  no  other  c 
exist  in  aid  of  it. — Sir  ;  the  hon.  gent, 
quires  whether  the  operation  of  the  Ord 
iu  Council  has  produced  the  full  effects  < 
pec  ted  from  it  ?  But  he  does  not  state  fa 
iy  the  extent  of  the  expectation.  It  ne^ 
was supposedby his  majesty's governme 
that  the  Orders  would  throw  no  impe 
ment  in  the  way  of  the  commerce  of  i 
country :  we  expected  that  they  woi 
impede  the  commerce  of  the  country,  I 
we  imposed  this  restriction,  because 
striction  existed  elsewhere,  and  because 
thought  that  the  restriction  of  the  enei 
would  be  more  successfully  combated  b 
defying  restriction  on  our  part  than 
helpless  acquiescence  and  unresisting  s 
plication — means  unworthy  of  the  Brit 
nation.  I  have  now,  sir,  gone  through  m 
of  the  hon.  gent.'s  observations,  exci 
those  which  related  to  the  different  cc 
mittees  of  this  house,  to  the  general  cou 
of  parliamentary  business,  and  to  the  la 
rious  attendance  of  members  during 
present  session.  Sir,  I  shall  add  bui 
very  few  minutes  to  that  attendance 
expressing  my  cordial  concurrence  in 
sentiments  of  the  hoii.  gent. ;  and  I 
persuaded,  my  right  hon.  Mend  near 
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a  precedent  to  his  piiqH>8e  since  the  year 
1781. — Xhe  case  oif  a  Dr.  Smith  has  been 
mentioned,  where  the  proceeding  was  by 
a  bill,  afterwards  thrown  out  in  the  lords. 
An  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Wilberforce) 
will  recollect  the  case  of  another  Dr.  Smith, 
in  1804.  Whether  he  was  alarmed  at 
what  passed  in  1781, 1  know  not,  but  the 
hon.  member,  in  order  to  save  his  medical 
friend  irom  all  danger  elsewhere,  alter  the 
Report  of  a  committee  of  this  house  in  his 
favour,  moved  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
praying  that  he  would  bestow  on  Dr.  Car* 
michaei  Smith,  the  sum  of  5,000/.  and  as- 
suring him  this  house  would  make  good 
the  same.  Here  was  5,000/.  ^ven  to  an 
iiidividual,  without  the  fact  being,  in  any 
form,  announced  to  the  lojrds ;  for  all  that 
came  before  them  was,  that  the  Appro- 
priation act  of  the  next  year  contained,  in 
one  item,  a  large  sum  'to  make  ffood 
monies  issued  pursuant  to  addresses.'  This 
included  the  5,000/.  for  Dr.  Carmichael 
Smith,  and  was  voted  in  the  other  house 
without  either  question  or  difficulty  :  I 
mention  this  case,  the  rather  as  it  may 
serve  to  comfort  the  hon.  gentleman,  and 
others  who  appear  to  think,  that  to  put 
Mr.  Palmer's  grant  into  the  Appropriation 
act  would  be  unwarrantable,  and  betray 
a  want  of  becoming  res|>ect  towards  the 
lords.  Let  them  look  into  the  Statute 
Book  and  they  will  take  courage.  They 
will  find  that  the  lords  are  much  more  rea- 
sonable than  to-night  it  is  the  fashion  to 
suppose  them.  In  every  session  it  will  be 
seen,  that  their  lordships  have  been  con- 
tent to  sancuon  in  the  Appropriation  act 
a  large  sum  of  Supply,  of  the  nature  and 
application  of  which  they  knew  nothing, 
but  that  it  was  to  replace  payments  maue 
pursuant  to  addresses  of  this  house.  I 
know  of  no  form  which  would  stand  in 
the  way  of  an  address  to  his  majesty  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Palmer. — ^In  1805,  Messrs. 
Chalmers  and  Cowie  petitioned  the  house 
to  indemnify  them  from  a  heavj  loss  they 
had  sustained  by  the  importation  of  her- 
rings during  the  scarcity*  at  the  suggestion 
of  government.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  their  claim,  and 
they  had  a  vote  for  25,000/.  by  way  of 
compensation  for  their  losses.  This  sum 
was  inserted  in  the  Appropriation  act, 
which  was  passed  by  the  lords  as  usual 
without  any  amendment ;  and  yet  what 
did  the  lonis  know,  or  require  to  know,  of 
the  clmim  of  Chalmers  and  Cowie  ? — In 
1805,  there  was  a  grant  of  1/XX),000/.  to 
the  'Em  India  Company,  being  on  accoont 
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of  a  debt  due  to  them  from  the  public,  as 
reported  by  a  committee  of  this  house. 
This  sum  was  also  inserted  in  the  Appro- 
priation act,  and  was  passed  without  diffi- 
culty by  the  lords.    A  grant  on  similar 
Sounds  of  1,500,000/.  to  the  East  India 
»mpany  has  been  voted  in  the  present 
session ;  and  though  made  matter  of  much 
debate  here,  1  have  not  heard  that  it  is  to 
be  put  into  a  separate  bill  that  the  lords 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it ; 
and  yet  their  lordships  know  nothing  of  it, 
but  that  it  is  a  debt  declared  by  the  com- 
mons to  be  due.    So  is  Mr.  Palmer's. — ^In 
1804,  a  sum  of  200,000/.  was  voted  to  the 
officers  employed  with  lord  Hood  as  the 
value  of  ships  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
at  Toulon.  This  sum,  too,  made  part  of  an 
Appropriation  act  which  was  passed  with- 
out comment,  by  the  lords.  Several  grants  to 
American  loyalists,  as  compensation  for 
lossessustained,will  also  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
propriation acts  of  the  last  ten  years,  and 
one  to  an  amount  of  not  less  than  20,000/. 
in  the  present  session.    In  all  these  cases, 
this  house  satisfied  itself  of  the  justice  of 
the  various  claims  preferred  by  the  indi- 
viduals, but  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
give  the  lords  any  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  merits  of  them,  beyond  what  the  Ap- 
propriation act  a£R>rded ;  neither  did  their 
lordships  require  it.    U  any  thing  were 
wanting  to  prove  how  little  the  commons 
have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  consult  the 
particular  convenience  of  the  other  house, 
with  respect  to  grants  of  money,  it  might 
be  found  in  the  sums  annually  voted  for 
Maynooth  College,  which  have  been  in 
the  last  and  present  session  both  increased 
and  diminished.     Maynooth  College  gen- 
tlemen know  is  a  seminary  for  the  educa- 
tion of  catholic  priests,  and  they  cannot 
but  recollect  the  various  and  interesting 
debates  which  took  place  in  this  house 
respecting  the  amount  to  be  granted  for 
its  support ;  and  yet,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  himself  consented  to  put  the 
larger  sum  voted  in  the  last  session  with- 
out comment  or  explanation  into  the  Ap- 
propriation act    Why  did  he  not  bring  in 
a  separate  bill }  Does  he  mean  to  say,  that 
the  subject  of  a  grant  to  Mr.  Palmer  is 
more  interesting  to  the  lords  than  the  in- 
crease of  cathoUc  priests  in  Ireland }  Does 
he  not  know  that  there  are  noble  lords 
particularly  alive  to  whatever  relates  to 
Maynooth  Colleae  ?    Would  he  compel 
them  to  expose  the  Protestant  Church  to 
what  they  think  the  most  dreadful  addi- 
tional danger«»  or  else  to  stop  the  supplies 


10551 


PABL.  BEBAiTES,  Junb  23,.  l^OS^—'Mr^  fokm^s  ^pju 


In^ 


of  the  y€ar  ?  Sif,  the  cbanceUor  of.  the 
excheq^er  mast  see>  tbat  he  c^  only  jjus^ 
tify  himself  upon  the  principles  I  have 
been  laying  down ;  for,  if  I  am  wrong,  and 
lus  doctrine  be  admitted,  then  were  the 
hardships  he  imposed  upon  the  poor  kxds 
with  respect  to  Maynooth  College^  most 
wanton  and  intolerable,  and  all  jealous 
protestants  .would  feel  it  the  more  ao  as 
coming  from  the  same  quarter  with  the 
cry  of  '  No  Popery  !'  But  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  takes  this  distinction ;  he  says, 
and  truly,  that  one  part  of  the  grant  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  namely,  the  future  annuity, 
must  be  provided  for  by  a  separate  bill, 
and  then  he  contends,  that  no  instance  can 
be  produced  where  one  part  of  a  gvant  has 
been  put  into  the  Appropriation  act,  and 
the  other  into  a  separate  bill.  I  answer 
by  referring  him  t»  the  case  of  lord  Nei* 
8on>  where  he  will  find  90^000/.  voted  foi* 
the  pur^^hase  of  an  estate  to  be  settled  on 
the  heirs  of  lord  Nelson^  and  10,0002.  to 
enable  the  first  earl  to  compleat  bis  estab* 
lishment.  The. former  of  these  votes  was 
carried  into  efiect  by  a  separate  bill,  and 
the  Utter  was  confined  to  the  Appropria- 
tion act.  I  will  not  trouble  the  house  with 
more  cases,  though  many  might  easily  be 
adduced,  to  support  the  doctrine  I  contend 
for — that  grants  of  money,  voted,  in  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  without  any  pro- 
spective condition  annexed  to  them»  oughts 
according  to  the  established  practice  of 
this  house*  to  be  inserted  ia  the  Appro* 
priation  act^  and  not  made  the  subject  of 
a  separate  bill.  The  instances  I  have 
quoted  are  sufficient  to  shew,  that  the 
lords  have  manifested  no  jea)o«sy  upon 
this  head>  and  that  hitherto  they  have  been 
content  to  abstain  from  insisting  upon  that 
which  to«night  we  seem  desirous,  unasked, 
to  concede.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that 
over  the  amount  of  the  sums  voted  iov  the 
army,  navy^  and  ordnance,  the  lords  have 
no  controul  but  by  throwing  out  the  Ap« 
propriation  act.  It  is  by  that  act  only  that 
they  are  informed  of  the  number  of  sea- 
men and  soldiers  annually  provided  for  ;> 
and  that  provieioA  they  can  neither  in* 
crease  nor  diminieh,  without  stopping  the 
whole  supplies  of  the  year.  In  a  war  like 
the  present,  is  the  strength  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  less  importaBce  tbna  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  debt  dne  to  Mr*  Palmer  ? 
It  is  askfid>  Whether  we  shall  be  justified 
in  puTHuing  a  course  with  respeet  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  which  there  is  reas^m  to  suppose 
the  16rds  will  resist, -and  by  tHeir  resistance 
subject  the  country  to  the  iae««venience 


o£  an  immediate  prerogaJtion  and  a  newc 
session.  To  this  I  say,  first,  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  &ct  ttmt  the  lords  would 
alter  the  A^ropriation  act,  notwitb^tatid*. 
ing  what  has  been  whispered  about;  anii 
next,  that,  if  they  should,  the  responsibif 
lity  is  upon  them  and  not  upon  iis.  Wet 
do  no  more  than  follow  the  established 
course  of  proceeding.  It  will  be  for  tbeic 
loirdshtps  to  consider*  whether,  on  Ibeir 
part,  they  will  act  discreetly  in  amend* 
mg*  for  the  first  timej  the  Appropriation 
aet,  and  thereby  stopping  the  suipplie^ 
The  kirds  and  not  the  commons  will  pro-, 
dttce  the  incDnvenieaco ;  wd  it  wiU  be 
for  them,  therefore,,  to  shew,  that  the 
case  of  Mr.  Palmer  ia  so  diOerent  fitoaa 
any  which  has, ever  coiae  before  tjmuk, 
that  it  calls  for  -an  unprecedeoljed  exer<i 
cise  of  power,  and  warrants  an  unheaf'd 
of  interruption  to  public  affairs.— ^Tbe  m^ 
rits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim  aire  no  looeev 
before  usw  They  have  been  selenanly  de^ 
cided  upon  by  five  distinct  resobfttioaa  of 
the  house*  supported  by  (rentlemen  of  dif-* 
ferent  political  parties  ana  opinions*  What 
relates  to  Mr.  Palmer  is,  therefore,  disposed 
of,  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  the 
bouse  will  c£u*ry  into  eSictx  aeeovdiag  to 
the  established  oourse  of  its  proeeewigs* 
its  own  deliberate  dectaioiis.  It  pt«Mes 
the  chancellor  ol  .the  exchequer  to  morve 
for  leave  to  bring  in  A  separate  hiW  on  the 
part  of  Mr*  Palmer,  n€>t  only  without  his 
consent  but  against  his  express  desire.  The 
right  hon.  gent  will  not,  I  am  sure,  d^y, 
tlMkt  his  object  in  so  doing  is  to  de&at  the 
determination  of  the  house,  fay  tnaibliog 
his  friends  in  the  lords  with  the  morfi  ease 
to  crush  an  individual  whose  claims  on  our 
justice,  with  all  his  exertions,  he  has  not 
here  had  sufficient  streni^h  to  resist.  Our 
vote  of  this  night  will  shew,  whether  we 
^on  stoop  to  be  made  the  instruments  of 
such  a  maneauvre;  whether  we  can  be 
brought  to  throw  discredit  upon  eur  own 
resolutions,  and  from  an  unworthy  appre- 
hension of  the  power  of  the  loroa.  be  inr 
duced  to  adopt  a  course  derogatory  to  the 
privileges  of  the  commons. 

Mr,  Bankefi.'^rSir,  I  cannot,  I  mvat  own, 
discover  any  reason  why  the  l<H'ds  should 
|>e  d^vred  the  liberty  of  exacaiiung  a 
sut^eet  like  this,  found^  on  the  existence 
or  non^^cistefice  of  a  contract,  especially 
when  tihey  bare  the  right  of  adminsatwriiig 
oath*  to  extort  ^witfa,  ai  the  bar  of  their 
house,  end  especially  as  there  are  so  msmy 
eese9  produced  to  afaowr  that  this  iS'Qot  an 
voii^aaV  mode  of  procfifdieg.    I  hav«  peid 
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great  attention  to  the  conduct  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  in  this  afiatr,  and  most 
own,  I  cannot  perceive  in  what  respect  it 
has  merired  the  seviere  feproach  cast  upon 
it  by  hon.  gentlemen. — H\r,  as  I  consider 
Mr.  Palmer's  right  to  what  he  claims,  to 
be  coniirAied  by  the  votes  of  thia  house,  it 
would  be> useless  ibr  me  to  repeat  the  opi- 
nion I  have  already  expressed,  especially 
as  the  present  question  is  certainly  uncon- 
nected with  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the 
case.  As  I  approve  of  the  present  motion, 
I  shall  give  my  voice  towards  its  being 
carried  into  efiect. 

Mr.  Pwwoniy.— Sir,  there  is  certainly 
no  necessity  for  calling  on  the  other  bouse 
to  interfere  in  an  investigation  like  the 
present.  This  house  alone  is  the  best 
judge  of  the  appeal ;  here  is  now  no  ques- 
tion of  interpretation  of  contract,  but  a 
plain  question  of  lact  ah'eady  determined 
by  a  decision  of  this  house ;  but  the  right 
hon.  gent,  in  contempt  of  that  grave  de- 
cision, established  by  Ave*  distinct  and 
large  majorities,  has  made  his  present  mo- 
tion to  the  house.  The  right  hon.  gent*  I 
think  acted  right  in  giving  the  consent 
of  the  crown,  if  he  had  intended  to  support 
the  measure,  or  at  least  to  have  stood  nea- 
ter ;  but  his  conduct  has  been  extremely 
faulty  in  givmg  the  house  the  trouble  of 
debating  a  question  like  this,  when  he  was 
determined  that  their  endeavours  should  be 
frustrated  in  the  manner  now  proposed. — 
The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  says  there 
are  many  precedents  in  support  of  this  mo- 
tion ;  now,  af^er  a  most  diligent  search  for 
Upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  there  are 
just  six  produced,  and  even  those  have 
scarcely  any  conoection  with  this  ques- 
tion ;  yet  the  faonorable  gentleman  ap- 
peals to  the  number  of  precedents  m 
support  of-t4re  motion!  The  same  hon. 
gent,  advises  caption  in  our  proceeding, 
for  it  would  be  extremerly  inconsistent  (he 
flays)  to  comnel  the  lords  to  grant  the  ar- 
rears, when  they  haVe  rejected  the  future 
remuneration.  Now,  that  they  woqM  re- 
ject the  arrears  also,  is  certainly  a  non 
seqtdtur,  for  they  might  think  this  sum  a 
sufficient  reward,  and  the  future  grant  too 
much.  I  do  not  say  it  is  wry  probable, 
but  it  is  certainly  very  possible. — ^This  cer- 
tainly is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  the 
house  of  commons  should  pursue  a  measure 
contrary  to  its  own  resolutiom,  merely  out 
of  compliment  to  the  lords.  The  method 
of  tacking  bills,  as  it  is  called,  to  the  Ap- 
propfiation  act,  may,  certainly,  in  some 
tnttaneea  be  mi»ckiarott8 ;  but  if  (his  bouse 


had  not  been  pretty  firm  in  money  aHairs, 
it  wonki,  ere  thi^,  have  lost  one  of  its 
greatest  privileges.— For  what  motive,  sir, 
did  the  house  declare  its  favourable  opi- 
nion on  this  case,  in  nine  drfiecent  debates f 
>Yhy,  that  Mr.  Palmer  should  be  paid 
his  debt;  and,  for  what  motive  has 
the  right  hon.  gent,  made  this  motion 
to  the  house  ?  Why,  to  render  nuga- 
tory that  well  weighed  and  repeatedly 
pronounced  decision.  I  think  the  house 
must  be  strangely  infatuated  to  cringe  thus 
to  the  house  of  lords.  If  the  house  thought 
their  vote  was  wrong,  surely  the  most 
manly  way  would  be  to  rescind  that  vote  ; 
but,  no ;  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  not 
brought  forward  one  single  argument  to 
invalidate  the  grant  in  any  respect,  and 
surely  it  will  require  some  stronger  motive 
than  the  obstinacy  of  a  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  a  few  straggling  unsuiting 
precedents,  to  induce  this  house  to  act  in 
the  mean,  shabby,  and  evasive  manner  he 
has  proposed  to  us. — ^Thc  right  hon.  gent, 
was  placed  by  his  sovereign  in  the  situa- 
tion which  he  now  fills,  with  the  hopes, 
that  his  oondoct  would  be  such  as  would 
engage  the  confidence  and  conciliate  the 
support  of  this  house.  Now,  I  will  ask  the 
right  hon.  gent,  whether  he  thinks  any 
part  of  his  conduct  towards  Mr.  Palmer 
has  been  calculated  to  effect  either  of  those 
intentions.  No;  for  it  is  impossible  the 
house  can  have  any  confidence  in  the  man 
who  is  placed  here  as  the  guardian  of 
their  rights,  when  they  see  that  very  man 
the  first  to  attack  their  liberties,  and  to 
endeavour  to  rob  them  of  one  of  theit 
dearest  privileges. — ^It.is  ridiculous,  sir,  to 
dispute  Mr.  Palmer's  demands,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  not  deserving  them.  His 
services  are  not  d  ubions.  No,  sir,  they  are 
self  evident.  He  only  cli^ms,  what  the 
house  has  repeatedly  acknowledged  to  be 
his  stipulated  due,  viz.  50  shillings  for 
every  2,000  that  he  gives  you  I  Sir;  this 
house  nevier  afgreed  to  a  money  bill  altered 
in  the  most  trivial  way  by  the  lohds,  yet 
thismotion  is  really  inviting  them  to  throw 
out  emr  own  bill.  Then,  surely,  the  mo- 
tion which  may  produce  such  a  conse- 
Juence,  we  should  treat  with  indignation, 
f  this  house  once  doubts  its  exclusive 
authority  over  money  aiEiirs,  it  grves  up 
its  own  and  the  public's  greatest  boast,  a 
power  which  forms  the  very  basis  of  the 
libeities  of  Sngland.  Will  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  declare  that  be  ha^any 
other  motive  for  bnnging  forward  thSs 
motion,  than  «  mnk  to  defeat  ilie  vote  of 
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tiiis  hoase  ?  And  to  eflfect  that  wish  he  has 
acted  in  the  most  unmanly  and  unworthy 
way,  and  has  concealed  his  intentions  be- 
cause he  had  not  weight  nor  argument 
enough  to  convince  the  house  that  they 
were  acting  wrong.  As  the  right  hon. 
gent,  is  so  very  expert  in  rummaging  out 
precedents,  I  wish  he  would  show  me  a 
precedent  of  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
ever  having  acted,  since  the  revolution,  in 
the  way  he  has  done  towards  Mr.  Palmer. 
Sir,-  the  magnitude  of  Mr.  Palmer's  ser- 
vices are  universally  acknowledged,  his 
demands  are  completely  ratified,  and  if 
the  house  supports  this  motion,  it  commits 
an  act  not  oiuy  dangerous  to  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  but  also  to  the  privileges  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Rou  said  that  if  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  more  precedents  he  could  certainly 
produce  them.  The  object  of  this  motion 
was  to  give  the  lords  an  opportunity  of 
judffing  of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
Claim.  The  majority  of  grants  made  to 
individuals  were  by  separate  bills,  and  not 
by  a  clause  in  the  Appropriation  act.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  the  right  hon.  gent,  cited 
the  grants  to  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Phillips,  and 
Mr.  Stephens.  He  was  extremely  sorry 
that  he  was  again  obliged  to  allude  to  Mr. 
Palmer's  official  conduct,  but  really^  after 
the  perusal  of  ihe  letters  written  by  Mr. 
Palmer,  and  after  examining  the  evidence 
before  them,  how  the  house  could  have 
supported  Mr.  Palmer  as  it  had  done,  was 
to  him  a  matter  of  great  surprise. 

Mr.  Ftdkr,  with  considerable  warmth, 
-declared  that  the  lords  had  not  the  least 
authority  over  Money  bills,  and  as  long 
as  he  had  a  vote  they  should  never  inter- 
fere in  that  or  any  other  established  right 
The  house  of  commons  alone  was  the  pro- 
per guardian  of  th^  public  purse.  He  was 
very  sorry  to  see  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.Bankes) 
so  captious  and  fretful,  when  his  own  bill 
was  lately  thrown  out  of  the  other  house, 
and  he  was  more  so,  when  he  saw  him 
lend  his  countenance  to  a  measure  like 
this,  entrenching  on  the  dearest  privileges 
of  the  constitution.  The  hon.  gent,  seemed 
to  diink  that  his  opinion  would  have  a 
great  efl^ct  on  the  house.  It  reminded 
him  of  a  beautiful  passage  in  Shakspeare. 
'  His  quiddities  and  cranks  mantled  like  a 
standing  pool,'  and  again  '  I  am  sir  Ora- 
cle, when  I  speak,  let  no  dog  bark.' 
Though  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  ralmer's  Claims  were  founded  in  jus- 
tice, he  did  not  think  they  were  at  all  at 
stake  that  nighty  but  that  the  bo^use  should 


use  every  effort  to  maintain  its  dignity  and 
insist  upon  its  privileges ;  for  if  they  sup- 
ported the  motion  bf  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  they  would  be  looked  upon  as 
the  poorest  and  most  submissive  creatures 
in  existence. 

SirFroRcu  Burden, — ^I  would  not,  sir,  at 
this  late  hour,  trespass  on  the  patience  of 
the  house^  hjid  not  the  right  hon.  gent. 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  reflected  on  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's character,  in  a  manner  which,  so  far 
from  being  justified  by  the  evidence,  is 
completely  refuted.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
has  again  reverted  to  his  favourite  argu- 
ment of  the  letters;  and  from  them  has 
attempted  to  infer  that  Mr  Palmer  did 
not  act  with  integrity.  Now,  my  lord 
Walsingham  was  asked  by  the  committee, 
whether  he  had  ever  any  reason*  to  doubt 
Mr.  Palmer's  personal  integrity?  the 
noble  lord's  answer  was,  "  N6,  never  in 
the  smallest  degree."  And  my  k>rd  Ches^ 
terfield,  to  the  same  question,  gave  exactly 
the  same  answer;  and.  these  were  the  last 
persons  to  be  supposed  favourable  to  Mr. 
Palmer.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  supposed,  that  if 
any  circumstance  had  occurred  to  justify 
such  an  assertion,  that  they  would^have 
withheld  the  publication  of  it?  I  think 
those  letters  contain  nothing  but  what  is 
very  excusable ;  for  when  we  consider,  that 
Mr.  Palmer,  had  embarked  his  honour,  his 
reputation,  his  fortune,  and  every  thing 
that  was  dear  to  him,  on  this  undertaking, 
and  that  if  it  had  failed,  every  thing  be 
had  staked  must  fall  with  it,  we  can  hardly 
imagine  he  would  have  expressed  himself 
more  mildly  in  a  confidential  letter  of 
thosb,  who,  he.  had  good  reason  to  believe, 
were  using  every  endeavour  in  their  power, 
under  the  veil  of  office,  to  thwart  his  plans, 
destroy  his  hopes,  and  render  abortive  all 
his  ex})ectations  of  realizing  the  great 
considerations  he  had  vmitured  on  his  sue* 
cess.  Yeifc  even  admitting  Mr.  Palmer's 
alleged  indiscretion  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
public  word  is  given,  and  it  must  be  re- 
deemed or  forfeited  by  the  conduct  of  this 
house.  Mr.  Palmer  s  deserts  and  the 
equity  of  his  demands  have  been 'copi- 
ously debated,  and  have  been  honourably 
connrmed  and  admitted  by  five  very  large 
majorities.  They  must,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered as  entirely  separate  from  this 
night's  contest.  We  are  this  night  to  as- 
sert or  resign  a  privilege,  which  has  aU 
ways  been  considered  a  peculiar  and  estab- 
lished right.  I  do  think  it  a  most  impo- 
litic step,  if  we  resign  one  inch  of  our 
peculiar  liberties :  fas  surely  there  cannot 
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be  discovered  a  more  dangerous,  a  more 
mischieYous  precedent,  than  yielding  ever 
80  small  a  concession,  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  legislature  in  pecuniary  matters. 
For  the  sake  of  its  own  privileges^  its  own 
dignity,  its  own  consistency,  the  house 
should  reject  this  motion,  especially  when 
it  is  obvious  that  the  design  is  to  set  at 
nought  and  reverse  an  opinion,  solemnly 
declared  and  delivered  by  the  house  on 
five  ditierent  nights. 

Mr.  Burton  denied  that  the  general 
merits  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Palmer  formed 
the  question  now  before  the  house.  The 
only  question  was,  how  the  vote  passed  by 
this  house,  and  to  be  adhered  to  so  far  as 
this  house  was  concerned,  should  be  sent 
to  the  lords,  whether  in  the  Appropriation 
Act,  or  in  a  separate  bill.  He  maintained 
that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  par- 
ticularly called  for  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  IFhitlfrcad  wished  that  the  Speaker 
was  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the  debate  and 
give  some  opinion  as  to  the  ^curacy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  but  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
prudently  availed  himself  of  the  silence 
imposed  upon  that  great  authority  by  his 
beinff  placed  in  the  chair:  he  had  va- 
liantly marched  to  the  attack  of  the  bat- 
tery when  the  great  gun  was  spiked ;  for 
as  to  the  precedents  he  had  produced,  he 
did  not  tniuk  they  save  the  least  support 
to  the  correctness  of  the  right  hon.  gent's 
conduct.-^The  hon.  sent  besought  every 
member  who  iieard  hmi  not  to  be  cajoled 
into  the  idea  that  it  was  the  intention  or 
wish  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
that  the  present  bill  should  pass  the  house 
of  lords.  What  was  his  conduct  as  minis- 
ter of  the  crown?  He  came  down  to  the 
house  and  moved  the  passing  of  a  bill,  for 
a  grant  which  he  professed  to  disapprove. 
Surely,  the  riffht  hon.  gent,  placed  himself 
in  a  very  aukward  predicament;  for  it 
must  be  his  intention  either  to  cheat  the 
public  or  to  cheat  Mr.  Palmer.  If  the 
grant  was  an  unjust  one,  he  cheated  the 
public ;  if  the  grant  was  ri^ht,  by  the 
trick  resorted,  to,  to  defeat  it,  he  would 
cheat  Mr.  Palmer.  He  was  very  happy 
to  see  an  hon.  and  learned  gent,  who  had 
been  so  lon^  absent  from  the  house  on 
account  of  his  indisposition,  in  his  place, 
as  he  was  sure  the  name  of  sir  Vicary 
Gibbs  would  be  added  to  the  supporters  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Claim,  as  he  had  the  prece- 
dent of  his  predecessor  who  had  also  sup- 
ported it,  who  acted  without  the  same 
favourable  occurrence  of  having  the  late 
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attorney  general  to  set  him  the  ex 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ha 

he  was  feiirful  if  this  grant  was  in 

in  the  Appropriation  Act,  that  th* 

might  reject  the  whole  bill :  but,  w< 

majesty's  ministers  weak  enough  in  i 

standing   to  imagine  such   a  thin 

were  they  weak  enough  in  power  to 

such    a  thing?     But,  even   if  the 

reject  the  whole  Appropriation  blil 

might  be  recovered,  but  the  honour 

house  could  never  be  restored,    il 

Palmer's  Claim  was  not  discharged. 

present  motion  was  for  the  purpose  c 

trapping  the  house,  as  manv  hon. 

bers  had  quitted  town  under  the  idea 

the  business  had  passed  the  house  an< 

completely  settled.     He  thought  il 

right  hon.  gent  gained  the   victor 

would  be  a  victory  over  the  house  of 

mons,  over  the  constitution,  and  wha 

of  Jaw  and  justice  remained  in  the  ho 

Mr.   CamttHg  said,   the  merits  of 

Palmer's  case  formed  no  part  of  the  < 

tion  before  the  house.    The  only  que 

was,  in  what  manner  the  house  si 

carry  its  decision  into  efiect  ?  The 

cedents  were  not  all  on  one  side.    1 

were  some  for  the  course  proposed  b3 

chancellor  of  the    exchequer,    and 

house  was  free  to  follow  the  line  that  sb 

please  it     He  censured  the  objectio 

referring  the  whole  question  to  the  1* 

because  that  house  could  examine 

nesses  on  oath  to  the  matters  of  fact 

insisted  on  the  constitutional  impropi 

of  sending  the  present  business  to  the  I 

otherwise  than  in  a  separate  bill. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  denii 
his  reply,  that  giving  the  recommend: 
of  the  crown  so  as  to  bring  a  mes 
undep  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
plied  an  obligation  to  support  it  in  its 
gress  through  the  house.  He  also  vi 
cated  his  conduct  in  proposing  thisbil 
the  knowledge  that  the  house  of  lords 
examining  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Pal 
—The  house  then  divided  : 

For  the  Motion  -        -        -  1 8^ 

Against  it  -        -        -     62 

Majority       «        -    — 


■OUSB   OP   COMMONS. 

Fridd^,  Jwne  24. 

[Statb  op  the  £mpire.]  Mr.  Wha 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committe 
the  Appropriation  bill.  The  amend ni 
were  read  a  first  and  second  time.  On 
motion,  that  they  be  agreed  to, 
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Mr.  Whithread  rose,  and  expressed  him- 
self to  the  following  effect : — Mr.  Speaker ; 
As  the  session  appears  ha^ening  to  a  close, 
I  am  desirous  of  putting  to  his  majesty's 
ministers  some  questions,  with  respect  to 
the  various  internal  and  external  relations 
of  the  empire,  which,  it  appears  to  me,  to 
be  more  convenient  to  state  collectively, 
than  to  make  them  the  subjects  of  separate 
discussions  in  this  house.     For  this  pur- 
pose, sir,  I  should  have  availed  myself  of 
the  opportunity  which  the  Vote  of  Credit 
afibrded  me,  had  I  not  been  apprehensive, 
from  circumstances  of  which  the  house 
must  be  aware,  that  such  a  proceeding  at 
that  time  would  have  led  to  a  discussion 
which,  in  my  opinion,  was  to  be  depre- 
cated.   But,  sir,  by  the  usages  of  the  house 
of  commons,  many  occasions  arise  in  which 
questions  of  the  nature  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  may  be  put  to  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, and  the  reception  of  the  report  of 
the  Appropriation  bill  is  one.  I  shall  there- 
fore take  advantage  of  it. — Sir,  the  present 
session  has  been  a  very  laborious  one,  and 
has  extended  to  very  great  length:    as 
much  business  has  been  done  in  the  course 
of  it,  as  was,  perhaps,  ever  done  in  any 
preceding  session  of  parliament.   Not  only, 
sir,  has  the  attendance  of  members  in  the 
house  itself,  been  most  assiduous,  and  at 
the  same  time  highly  creditable  to  them- 
selves,  but  also    their  attendance^  in  the 
committees  assembled  upon  matters  of  the 
deepest  national  importance.   By  the  com- 
mittee on  the  West  India  trade,  a  Report 
has  been  made,  on  which  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  parliament,  of  which,  as  it 
has  now  become  a  law,  I  shall  only  say, 
that  Ihope  and  wish  it  may  conduce  to 
afford  the  relief  to  the  West  India  Plant- 
ers predicted  from  it ;    and  I  trust,   sir, 
that  the  subsequent  Reports  which  have 
been  presented  from  the  same  committee, 
will  meet  with  a  serious  investigation,  and 
that  every  eftbrt  will  be  made  to  remedy 
the  evils  which  they  point  out.    The  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company  have  made  a  great  progress  in 
the  execution  of  the  task  entrusted  to  them. 
I  think  the  public  has  a  right  to  expect 
that  the  Accounts  between  the  government 
and  the  East  India  Company  are  finally 
closed ;  and   that  the.  latter  can  have  no 
further  claim  on  the  former.    Long  as  the 
session  of  parliament  has  been,  it  certainly 
has  been  somewhat  shortened   in  conse- 
quence of  the  recommendation  of  the  right 
hoii.  gent,  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  R.  Dundas) 
to  the  East  India  Company,  not  to  pr^ss 


for  any  assistance  by  loan  or  otherwise 
during  the  present  session.     I  trust,  sir, 
the  nght  hon.  gentleman  near  him  con- 
sented to  this  postponement  on  a  deliberate 
view  of  the  subject,  and  that  he  will  not 
be  disposed,  during  the  recess,  to  give  way 
upon  any  alleged  motives  of  temporary 
convenience.     Early  in  the  next  session 
th^   subject  may  be   brought  under  our 
consideration,  and  it  will  then  be  for  the 
house  of  commons  to  decide  upon  it. — Sir, 
the  result  of  the  labours  of  another  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
chairman   (the   Lottery   committee),   has 
been  this  day  presented  to  the  house.    Sir, 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite,  and  if  it  were  possible,  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  all  his  successors  in 
office,  to  that  report.     For  when  the  evi- 
dence shall  be  read,  it  will  disclose  a  scene 
of  fraud  and  misery,  which  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  impossible  that  any  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  can  contemplate  without  a 
determination  of  abandoning  that  ruinous 
scheme  of  finance  by  which  such  evils  are 
engendered. — ^Another  Committee,  sir,  has 
this  session,  for  the  third  time,  been  in- 
stituted ;    I  mean  the  Committee   of  Fi- 
nance.    From  this  coinmittee  I  fear  the 
public  has  little  or  no.  chance  of  deriving 
any  information  during  the  present  session, 
if  I  may  judge  from  the  answer  made  a 
few  evenings  ago,  by  the  hon.  chairman  of 
that  committee,  to  a  question  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  proposing  to  him.     What- 
ever may  be  the  reasons  which  caused 
this  delay,  they  are  not  now  to  be  as- 
certained.   The  honourable  chairman  in- 
formed us,  that  as  far  as  lay*  in  him,  the 
Report  was  in  readiness  to  be  presented ; 
nay,  that  it  had  been  so  before  the  Easter 
recess.     Sir,  whether  there  is  any  thing 
in   the    constitution    of   this    Committee 
which  renders  useless  the  labours  of  the 
most  assiduous  of  its  members,  or  what- 
ever mysterious  impediments  may  exist 
to  delay  the  delivery  of  their  Report,  are 
matters  which  must  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament  be  fully  developed,  in  order 
that  the  causes  which  have  produced  so 
much  public  disapprobation  may  be  ef- 
fectually removed. — Sir,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  that  there  is  one  part  of  our  situation 
which,  at  the  present  moment,  we  are  for- 
tunately enabled  to  contemplate  with  a 
greater  degree  of  satisfaction  than  at  any 
period  for  a  number  of  years  past ;  I  mean 
the  state  of  Ireland.     This  is  not  owing, 
certainly,  to  any  thing  that  has  been  done, 
but  to  the  reception  experienced  in  this 
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bouse,  during  the  present  session,  by  a 
motion  made  by  a  right  hon.  friendf  of 
mine  (Mr.  Grattan.)     That  circumstance^ 
sir,  has  diffused  a  calm  over  the  minds  of 
men  with  regard  to  Ireland,  which  has 
not  been  felt  for  many  years.     It  tends 
to  show  by  what  small  eiiorts  of  concilia- 
tion it  is  possible  to  do  away,  in  that  coun- 
try, all  feelings  of  hostility,  of  distrust,  of 
regret ;  and  I  trust,  that  by  the  measures 
of  future  sessions  of  parliament,  this  fa- 
vourable impression  will  be  considerably 
increased.     Sir,  I  wish  to  obtain  some  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  operation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.    At  the  conclusion 
of  a  session,  in   the   commencement   of 
which  measures  proposed  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  commerce,  after  repeated  dis- 
cussions in  both  houses  of  parliament,  were 
carried  by  large  majorities ;    after  eight 
months  have  elapsed,  it  is  natural  to  ask, 
whether  those  measures  have  produced 
the  beneficial  effect  which  was  predicted 
from  them.     This  is  an  information  which 
our  constituents   have  a  right  to  expect 
from  us.     It  is  desirable  to  know  the  re- 
sult ;  that,  if  successful,  those  who  oppos- 
ed the   measure  may  acknowledge  their 
mistake,  and  those  who  supported  it  may 
congratulate  themselves  on  their  superior 
sagacity.     One  expectation  held  out  by 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  was,  that  the 
measure  would  act  so  oppressively  on  the 
enemy  as  to  subdue  his  inveteracy,  and  in- 
cline him  to  make  peace  with  this  country 
on  terms  more  advantageous  than  could 
otherwise  be  expected.     I  should  like  very 
much  to  know,  whether  in  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  opinion  this  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced.     I  should  also,  sir,  like  to  know, 
whether  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  actually 
carried  the  Orders  in  Council  into  execu- 
tion, or  whether  he  has  not  rather  allowed 
their  tendency  to  be  defeated  by  the  sys- 
tem of  Licences.     It  is  necessary  that  this 
point  should  be  ascertained,  lest  we  should 
confound  two  things  and  ascribe  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Orders  in  Council  a  con- 
sequence which  has  resulted  from  the  vio- 
lation of  them.     To  all   these  questions, 
sir,  I  am  fully  sensible  that  I  depend  sole- 
ly on  the  courtesy  of  the  right  hon*  sent, 
for  an  answer  ;  I  have  always  felt  that  I 
did  so  on  former  occasions.     It  appears  to 
me,  that  it  is  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Louse  of  commons,  that  questions  should 
be  thus  asked  and  thus  answered,  on  sub- 
jects   which  might  otherwise    form  the 
ground-work  of  separate  discussions.     I 
beg,  therefore,  that  I  may  not  be  under- 
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stood  to  be  arrogant  by  this  mode  oi 
ceeding.     I  will  now  therefore  go  oi 
to  observe,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
know,  that  the  pressure  arising  froi; 
stagnation  of  trade,  has  produced  sy  m) 
of  disturbance  in  some  parts  of  the 
dom.     I   wish  to  touch  on  this  si 
lightly.     I  am  aware  that  it  is  one  t 
all  calculated  to  produce  alarm,  but 
much  calculated  to  produce  com  miser, 
No  one  can  doubt,  sir,  that  every  di: 
tion  to  tumult,  however  excited,  mi 
repressed  ;  yet  some  distinction  ouf 
be   made    with   refereuce  to  the   ( 
Without  entering  into  a  more  minut 
planation,  I  may  be  allowed  to  expre: 
hope,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  will 
this  consideration  in  their  view  ;  anc 
in  any  steps  which  the  public  good 
render  it  necessary  for  them  to  take, 
will  exercise   their   power    with    k 
where  they  perceive  that  the  ctrcumst; 
which  call  for  the  exercise  of  that  pc 
arise  out  of  the  depression  of  Commc 
that  they  will   afford  all   possible  r 
where  relief  can  be  afforded ;   and 
they  will  not  attribute  the  conduct  ^ 
may   demand  their  interference,  to 
other  motives  but  those  which  I  hav 
ready   mentioned. — So  much,  sir,  foi 
interilal  relations  of  the  empire.     I 
now  proceed  to  the  external  relations, 
hope  to  receive  an  answer  to  such  oi 
questions  as  can  be  answered  w^th 
priety.       They    will    range    thems< 
under  two  beads ;    Sweden  and  Ame 
And  first,  with  respect  to  America,  I 
to  know,  as  far  as  it  can  be  disclosed 
discretion,  what  is  the  real   situatioi 
which  the  British  and  the  American 
vernments    stand   with    regard    to    > 
other.     If,  sir,   I  may   trust   that  c] 
nel  of  information  which  is  alike   < 
to  every  man,  the  public  papers,  I 
that   congress  has    been    prorogued 
the  session,  but  that  the  embargo 
continues.    Thus  it  appears  that  oo 
the   effects  anticipated  from  the  Oi 
in  Councillias  failed.     England  holds 
America  holds  out ;  nor  does  there  ap 
any  probability  of  a  relaxation  on  the 
of  the  latter. — ^With  respect  to  the  E 
ditions  which  are  about  to  sail,  I  ne 
wish  to  know  nor  ask  their  destinat 
nor  were  I  to  make  the  enquiry,  i^ 
the  right  hon.  gent,  be  justified  in  sal 
ing  me.     I  hope  that  their  object  has 
well  considered  ;  I  am  sure  that  the)i 
under  the  command  of  able  and  exper 
ed  officers;   and  I  trust  that  tbe   i 
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will  be  glorious  and  useful  to  the  country. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  aroid  remarking,  that  a 
British  Expedition  has  for  a  long  time 
been  lying  idle  in  the  ports  of  Sweden. 
This  is  apoint  6n  which  I  wish  for  expla- 
nation. That  expedition  also  is  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  and 
the  public  approbation  fully  justified   his 
appointment  to  a  situation  of  such  critical 
responsibility.     At  the  same  time,  sir^  I 
must  observe,  that  the  accidental  presence 
of  that  office i^  in  England  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Swedish  expedition,  deserves 
'explanation.     I  say  accidental,  because, 
if  public  report  is  to  be  credited,  the  arrival 
in  England  of  sir  John  Moore  from  Sicily, 
was  as  unexpected  by  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters as  by  the  country  at  large.  It  certainly 
appears    extraordinary,    that  a    force  of 
10,000  men,  employed  in  the  defence  of 
tuch  an  important  point  as  Sicily,  should 
reach  the  English  shores  without  the  previ- 
ous knowledge  of  government.  Did  this  arise 
from  any  clerical  error  in  the  orders,  or  from 
any  blunder  of  another  description  ?  With- 
out dwelling  any  longer  upon  this  point,  I 
will  proceed,  sir,  to  the  principal  circum- 
stance, which  is,  as  I  before  observed,  that 
there  is  now  lying  in  the  ports  of  Sweden 
a  large  British  force,  completely  inactive ; 
and  that  at  a  period  of  the  year  the  most 
favourable  for  military  operations.     From 
th«  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  spoke  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  when  the  Swedish  treaty 
was  presented   to  the  house,  one  might 
have  been  led  to  suppose,  th^t  when  the 
time  of  action  arrived,  some  previous  con- 
cert would  be  found  to  have  been  establish- 
ed with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
troops  sent  by  this  country  should  be  em- 
ployed.  It  was  therefore,  sir,  that  the  pub- 
lic was  extremely  surprised  to  learn,  that 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
under  sir  J.  Moore  in  Sweden,  the  quarter- 
master-general (an  officer  whose  absence 
palsied  ati  army)  was  sent  back  to  this 
country  for  instructions ;  and  that  on  his 
return  to  Sweden  sir  John  Moore  set  off 
for  Stockholm  to  concert  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions.    These   are  points  which  demand 
explanation.     I  wish  also  to  be  informed 
respecting  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Sweden.     Have 
arrangements  been  made  that  the  boasted 
arrangements  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  shall  not  be  completely  defeated 
by  our  best  ally  ?    The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman said  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
he  trusted  to  the  justice,  to  the  libera- 


lity, to  the  discernment  of  the  king  of 
Sweden,  to  have  ouV  commercial  plans 
seconded  by  him.  Have  the  expectations 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  been  fiilfil- 
led  ? — Not  any  thing  more,  sir,  occurs  to 
me  on  which  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  except  that  most  im- 
portant subject  which  formed  the  basis  of 
the  motion  that  I  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  house  on  the  29th  of  Feb. 
last.  1  then  stated,  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  degradiixg  to  this  country  to  pro- 
pose a  negociation  for  peace  with  France. 
At  no  period  of  the  interval  which  has 
elapsed,  has  it  appeared  to  me  that  such  a 

Proposition  would  be  degrading.  Nor  can 
anticipate  during  the  recess  which  is 
kbout  to  take  place,  any  circumstances,  the 
occurrence  of  which  can  by  possibility 
render  it  inexpedient  or  degrading,  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  to  open  such  a  nego- 
ciation. Having  said  thus  much,  sir,  I 
shall  sit  down,  trusting  to  the  candour  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  that  they  will 
afford  to  me  and  to  the  country  every 
satisfactory  explanation  with  regard  to 
those  subjects  on  which  they  can  commu* 
nicate  information  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning. — Sir ;  the  bon. 
gent,  needs  no  apology  for  making  any 
observations,  or  proposing  any  questions 
to  his  majesty's  ministers,  which  to  him 
may  seem  advisable.  I  will  endeavour, 
sir,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  and  with  the  utmost 
disposition  to  firankness  on  my  part,  to 
give  to  the  hon.  gent,  the  satisfaction 
which  he  requires.  In  doing  this  I  wtU 
begin  with  the  topics  with  wnich  he  con- 
cluded his  speech.  The  hon.  gent,  ex- 
presses great  surprise  that  the  armament 
sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  king  of  Swe* 
den,  has  not  yet  commenced  active  opera- 
tions. The  answer  to  this  remark,  sir,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  proposition  that  this  ar- 
mament was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the 
king  of  Sweden.  It  was  s^nt  to  co-operate, 
with  the  forces  of  an  ally ;  to  be  subject  to 
the  plans  of  warfare  which  that  ally  might 
direct ;  if  in  the  interval  that  has  elapsed 
from  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition  con- 
siderable changes  have  taken  place' m  the 
posture  of  affairs,  and  in  the  military  coun- 
cils of  Sweden,  that  circumstance  would 
sufficiently  account  for  the  inactirity  of 
the  British  force.  If  any  blame  can  be 
imputed  to  his  majesty^s  government  on 
this  head,  it  must  be  for  the  decision  which  • 
projected  the  expedition,  and  for  the 
promptitude  with,  whkh  ^at  deciston 
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carried  into  execution,  without  waiting  until  i 
all  possible  chance  vanished  of  its  remaining 
unemployed  on  its  arrival.  But  the  hon. 
gent,  expresses  great  surprise  that  the 
gallant  commander  of  that  expedition  was 
tound  in  England  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  it.  Sir,  1  have  in  a  great  measure  ex- 
plained this  circumstance  on  a  former  oc- 
casion. The  force  under  the  command  of 
sir  John  Moore,  in  Sicily,  was  removed 
fron)  Sicily  to  Gibraltar  at  the  eve  of  a 
considerable  military  operation  in  that 
quarter  of  the  continent,  and  when  it  was 
highly  important  to  aiibrd  the  army  engag- 
ed in  that  operation  the  double  chance  of 
receiving  aid  from  home  and  from  abroad. 
Sir  John  Moore  arrived  at  Gibraltar  in  the 
latter  end  of  November,  two  days  after 
the  emigration  of  the  royal  family  of  Por- 
tugal., Having  waited  tor  some  time,  of 
course  in  vain,  for  a  communication  with 
sir  Sidney  Smith,  he,  in  pursuance  of  his 
orders,  and  not  in  consequence  of  an  error, 
returned  home.  As  to  the  impolicy  of 
leaving  Sicily  with  an  inadequate  garrison, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  if  it  were  possi- 
ble it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  attend, 
at  the  same  time,  to  every  point  ol*  our 
military  defence  ;  but,  sir,  this  is  impossi- 
ble :  tnere  are  occasions  on  which  a  small 
risk  must  be  run,  for  the  hope  of  perform- 
ing a  great  service.  On  this  principle  it 
was  that  his  majesty's  government  thought 
it  advisable  to  weaken  for  a  time  the  gar- 
rison of  Sicily.  Whether  in  doing  so  they 
were  or  were  not  justifiable,  it  is  for  the 
country  to  decide. — I  now  advert,  sir,  to 
the  questions  of  the  hon.  gent,  connected 
with  our  commerce.  He  asks  whether  his 
majesty's  government  have  any  security 
for  the  co-operation  of  Sweden  in  their 
commercial  arrangements  ?  Sir,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  at  this  moment  a  treaty  has 
been  signed  at  Stockholm,  not  of  indulgent, 
but  of  hearty  co-operation  in  those  ar- 
rangements. As  soon  as  the  Swedish  go* 
vernment  were  told  what  was  expected 
from  them  by  this  conntrv*  without  wait- 
ing for  the  formalities  of  a  treaty*  they 
entered  cordially  into  our  views;  but,  sir, 
it  was  thought  adyisable  that  a  regular 
treaty  should  be  concluded,  and  I  repeat 
that  1  have  no  doubt  that  ere  this  it  has 
bectt  aigned. — America,  sir,  is  the  next 
K^lkboii.  gent's  speech  which  I 
Pf  nearly  all  that  has  passed 
itries,  the  house  and 
put  in  possession  by 
neriean  goyem- 
hott.  gent,  does 


not  intend  to  blame  his  majesty's  min 
for  not  having  made  simitar  commu 
tions  to  parliament;  for  if  he  had  the 
such  communications  necessary,  he  v 
doubtless  have  moved  for  them.     Wi 
censuring  their  production  by  the  Ai 
can  government,  his  majesty's  min 
have  felt  that  the  transaction  being  { 
ing,  any  appeal  from  government  to 
liament  %vould  look  as  if  it  were  conclt 
I  shall  only  state,  that  in  the  whole 
duct  of  the  British  government,  with 
pect  to  the  aflatr  of  the  Chesapeak, 
have  endeavoured  to  keep   in  view 
principle  upon  which  we  sft  out;  nan 
to  make  ample  reparation  for  that  w 
was  a  decidedly  wrong  act;  but  to  n 
that  reparation  under  a  firm  determine 
not  to  surrender  a  right  which  the  g 
majority  of  the  country  has  ever  con:>i 
ed  as  essential  to  its  dearest  interests. 
I  may  boldly  appeal  to  the  country  to 
termine  whether,  from  the  corresponds 
on  the  table  of  the  house,  any  such  dii 
sition  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  rnini^ 
has  appeared  through  the  whole  tranj 
tion.    That  the  rupture  of  the  negocia 
on  this  subject  was  not  attended  with 
hostile  feeling  on  either  side  is  an  in< 
trovertible  truth.     The  reparation  was 
accepted  by  America,  because  Ame 
would  not  fulfil  the  condition  on  wh 
alone  it  was  tendered ;  namely,  the  n 
cation  of  that  proclamation  by  which  ] 
tish  ships  were  not  allowed  to  cnler 
harbours  of  America,  while  those  of 
enemy  visited  ihem  at  pleasure.     But, 
the  manner  in  which  the  British  reparat 
was   tendered  to  America  by  a  spe 
mission,  was,  to  all  the  feelings  of  i 
honour,  an  effective  reparation  ;    and 
in  fact,  we  have  every  reason  to  beli 
that  it  was  considered  by  the  Ameri 
government.      M^ith  respect,   sir,  to 
embargo,  and  to  the  probable  efiects 
the  Orders  in  Councd  in  producing 
abandonment,  the  hon.  gent,  nas  mis-st: 
my  right  hon.  friend's  propositions, 
hon.  gent,  declares  my  right  hon.  frien^ 
have  predicted  that  the  Orders  in  Coui 
would  do  away  the  embargo,  whereas 
right  hon.  friend  only  argued,  in  opp< 
tion  to  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  o( 
side,  that  the  Ord<$rs  in  Council  did 
produce  the  embargo ;  that  they  were 
substantively  known  in  America  when 
embargo  took  place  ;  and  that  they  ^ 
not  included  in  the  complaint  made 
the  American  government  to  congress, 
which  eompiaintthe  ettibargo  was  mmc 
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Nor>  sir»  do  t  think  that  the  Orders    in 
Council  themselves  could  have  produced 
any  irritation  in  America.     If  I  were  not 
disposed  on  this  occasion  to  avoid  making 
any  observations  that  might  be  suspected 
of  a  party  feeling,  I  would  say^  that  I  do 
think  the. irritation  in  America  may  have 
been  produced  by  the  echo  of  the  discus- 
aons  in  this  house.     Sir,  since  the  return 
of  Mr.  Rose,  no  communication  has  been 
made  by  the  American  government,  in 
the  form  of  complaint,  or  remonstrance, 
or  irritation,  or  of  any  description  what- 
ever ;  I  mention  this  particularly,  because 
it  is  notorious  that  there  have  been  several 
arrivals  from  America,  supposed  to  be  of 
great  importance,  and  that  several  special 
messengers    have   reached   this    country 
fjTom    thence,    after    having    touched    at 
France.     But,  sir,  if  the  hon.  gent,  in  the 
execution  of  his  public  duty  had  thought 
fit  to  move  for  any  communications  that 
had  been  made  by  the  American  govern- 
ment since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Rose,  my 
answer  must  have  been,  not  that  his  ma- 
jesty's   government   were   disinclined   to 
make  them,  but  that  absolutely  there  were 
none  to  make.     If  it  be  asked  why  ?  I  am 
unable  satisfactorily  to  reply.     I  can  only 
corijecure  that  America  has  entered  into 
negotiations  with  France  which  are  ex- 
pected to  lead  to  some  result,  and  that  the 
communications  of  America  to  this  country 
are  to  be  contingent  on  that  result.     This, 
sir,  is  conjecture  alone,  but  it  is  founded 
on  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  so 
many  arrivals  without  any  communication. 
It  cannot  be  expected  of  me,  that  I  should 
state  prospectively  what  are  the  views  of 
his  majesty's  government  on  this  subject. 
The  principle  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  guided,  they  will  continue  invariably 
to  pursue.     They  attach  as  much  value  to 
the  restoration,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
cordiality,  and  perfect  good  understanding 
with  America,  as  any  men  can  do ;    they 
are  ready  to  purchase  that  advantage  by 
every  justifiable  conciliation ;    they  have 
proved  that  readiness  by  the  act  of  the 
present   session,   in  which   the   trade   of 
America  has  been  placed  on  the  most  fa- 
vourable footing;  but,  sir,  they  are  not 
ready  to  purchase  that  advantage,  great  as 
they  acknowledge  it  to  be,  at  the  price 
of  the  surrender  of  those  rights  on  which 
the   naval   power   and  preponderance   of 
Great  Britain  is  immutably  fixed.     The 
hon.  gent,  has  alluded,  with  proper  deli- 
cacy, to  some  unpleasant  circumstances 
which  the  present  stagnation  of  commerce 


has  produced  in  a  part  of  this  country, 
but,  sir,  in  making  this  allusion,  he  has 
offered  to  the  executive  government   a 
piece  of  advice,  which,  I  trust,  is  unne- 
cessary.    He  has  recommended  to  us,  sir, 
in  any  measures  which  the  excesses  of  the 
misguided  may  compel  us  to  take,  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  objects  of  mercy 
and  those  of  justice ;  and  not  to  apply  to 
innocence,  goaded  by  want  to  imprudence, 
the  punishment  which  belongs  only  to  in- 
defensible guilt.   Sir,  I  trust  it  was  perfect- 
ly unnecessary   for   the  hon.  gent,  to  lay 
down  this  principle  for  the  guidance  of  his 
majesty's  government.    And,  sir,  if  among 
those  who,  by   the  real  pressure  of  the 
times,  are  incited  to  tumult,  men  should 
be  found  who,  without  themselves  expe- 
riencing any  Inconvenience,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  irritation  of  others  to  forward 
views  of  a  very  diflerent  nature,  then,  sir, 
I  trust,  that  to  such  men  the  hon.  gent, 
would  not  wish  his  principle  of  lenity  to 
apply.     I  state  this,  only  because  I  think 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  gent, 
is  rather  too  much  of  a  sweeping  descrip- 
tion,  and  that  it  implies  a  proposition 
which  I  do  not  choose  at  this   moment 
either  to  contradict  or  to  adopt ;   namely, 
that  one  cause  alone,  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  is  enough  to  produce  the  evils  to 
which  he  has  alluded,  and  that  no  other  can 
exist  in  aid  of  it. — Sir  ;  the  hon.  gent,  in- 
quires whether  the  operation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  has  produced  the  full  effects  ex- 
pected from  it  ?  But  he  does  not  state  fair- 
ly the  extent  of  the  expectation.     It  never 
was  supposed  by  his  majesty's  government, 
that  the  Orders  would  throw  no  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country :    we  expected  that  they  would 
impede  the  commerce  of  the  countiy,  but 
we  imposed  this  restriction,   because  re- 
striction existed  elsewhere,  and  because  we 
thought  that  the  restriction  of  the  enemy 
would  be  more  successfully  combated  by  a 
defying  restriction  on  our  part  than  by 
helpless  acquiescence  and  unresisting  sup- 
plication— means  unworthy  of  the  British 
nation.  I  have  now,  sir,  gone  through  most 
of  the  hon.   gent.'s  observations,  except 
those  which  related  to  the  different  com- 
mittees o=f  this  house,  to  the  general  course 
of  parliamentary  business,  and  to  the  labo- 
rious attendance  of  members  during  the 
present  session.     Sir,  I  shall  add  but   a 
very  few  minutes  to  thz^t   attendance    in 
expressing  my  cordial  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  hoii.  gent. ;    and  I  am 
persuaded,  my  right  hon.  friend  near  me 
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(the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  is  bsr  no 
means  disposed  to  dissept  from  the  hon. 
gent/s  opinion,  that  this  has  been  one  of 
the  most  severe  and  laborious  sessions  that 
was  ever  known.     If  the  hon.  gent,  reflects 
with  complacency  on  his  share  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  session,  we  have  also  the 
satisfaction  to  reflect  that  we  have  done 
our  duty  in  it,  and  we  certainly  anticipate 
its  close  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction.     I 
will  not  extend  it  still  further  by  wasting 
the  time  of  the  house  in  descanting  on  the 
desire  which  it  is  rational  to  suppose  that 
government  must  feel  for  the  restoration  of 
a  peace,  I  will  not  say  consistent  with  the 
honour  of  the  country  alone,  but  a  peace 
by  which  her  future  safety  and  independ- 
ence may  be  secured.      The  disposition 
which  has  ever  existed  in  the  minds  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  on  this  subject,  and 
which  was  distinctly  declared  by  us  on 
the  motion  made  by  the  hon.*  gent,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  remains  un- 
changed.    But,  sir,  I  think,  that  under  the 
present  circumstances,  the  hon.  gent,  will 
scarcely  expect  us  to  declare,  whether  or 
not  we  think  there  is  any  prospect  of  an 
opening  for  that  event.     The  hon.  gent, 
may  rest  assured,  that  we  feel  as  much  as 
he,  or  any  man,  can  feel,  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  country  is  involved ;    but  we 
also  feel,  that  she  has  energy  and  resour- 
ces   enough   to    contend,   so   long  as   it 
may  be  necessary  to  contend,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  her  power  and  independence ; 
but  to  say  any  thing  further  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  attempt  to  predict  whether  peace 
is  probable  or  hopeless,  would,   in  my 
opinion,  sir,  tend  only,  in  the  one  case 
to  relax  exertion,  in  the  other,  to  aggravate 
evil. 

Mr.  Wfutbread  declared  that  he  had 
asked  for  no  information  with  respect  to 
the  probability  or  the  improbability  of 
peace ;  he  had  only  called  the  attention 
of  government  to  that  important  subject. 
The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, notwithstanding  what  had  been 
said  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just 
spoken,  had  certainly  held  out  the  expec- 
tation that  the  enforcement  of  the  orders 
of  council  would  induce  America  to  see 
her  true  interest,  and  that  she  would  in 
consequence  withdraw  her  embargo.  The 
fBLCt,  however,  was  otherwise.  As  to  what 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  of  the  echo 
of  the  debates  in  that  house,  having  pro- 
duced an  irritation  in  the  American  mind, 
which  was  subsequently  allayed,  such  a 
statement  was  a  general  reprobation  of 


every  public   deliberative  assembly 
the  members  of  the  house  of  commons 
not  to  speak  their  opinions  freely,  it 
better  that  the  house  of  commons  die 
exist.     But  this  was  the  common  top 
all  ministers,  little  considering   that 
good   far   outbalanced  the   evil.     In 
present  instance  he  did  not  believe 
any  evil  haJ  been  produced.     The  i 
hon.  gent,  had  expressed   his  Sritisfai 
at  the  approaching  close  of  the  ses 
and  had  been  very  plea^^ant  on  the  gr: 
cation  which  this  circumstance  would 
to  his  right  hon.  and  learned   col  lea 
He  could  assure  him  that  he  was  not 
pleased  with  the  prospect  than   him 
and  that  if  he  felt  any  of  that  complace 
in  the  retrospect  which  the  right  hon.  ^ 
had  ascribed  to  him,  it  was  not  so  m 
at  what  he  had  actually   done,  as  at 
line  of  conduct  he  had  pursued.     Ti 
was  one  topic  of  national  importance 
which  he  had  not  touched,  namely,  the 
terual  defence  of  the  country.     The 
son  was  this.     On  a  recent  evening 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke),  in  a  spe 
containing  some   tremendous  truths, 
called  upon  a  noble  lord  opposite  foi 
explanation   on  that  subject ;  and  in 
own   emphatic   language   had  asked 
noble  lord,  whether  our  fortifications  ^\ 
in  such  a  state,  that   if  Buonaparte  w 
to  see  them  he  would  pull  off  his  hat 
them  wrth  respect  ?  The  noble  lord  1 
replied  that  tne  fortifications  of  the  cc 
were  in  some  places  complete,  and 
others  advancing  to  completion  ;  and  a 
that  the  other  military  arrangements 
the  distribution  of  our  force  were  of  sv 
a  nature  that  every  person  might  lay 
head  upon  his  pillow,  and  sleep  in  se< 
rity. — He  would  trouble  the  house  wit] 
few  words  on  what  had  fallen  from  1 
right  hon.  gent,  respecting  the  return 
sir  John  Moore.     Every  body  knew  t 
a  small  risk  ought  to  be  run  for  a  gr 
object ;  but  although  it  might  have  b< 
very  advisable  in  the  pursuit  of  some  i 
portant  object,  to  leave  Sicily  for  a  sh 
time  without  an  adequate  defence,  he  c* 
fessed  he  could  not  divine  why  the  fo 
under  sir  John  Moore  did  not  return  fr 
Gibraltar  to  the  defence  of  that  island, 
stead  of  a  fresh  force  being  sent  out  fr 
this  country  for  that  purpose.     He  had 
ways  been  given  to  understand,  that 
return  to  England  of  sir  John  Moore,  1 
been  occasioned  by  a  mistake  which  mi 
happen  to  any  administration  ;   but 
right  hon.  gent,  had  claimed  the  blame 
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kis  maj/s  miBisters,  by  declariuff  that  the 
neturnof  that  gallant  officer  was  in  confor* 
mity  to  his  instructioos.  In  his  opinion, 
a  great  risk  had  l^en  incurred  for  a  little 
object ;  for  certainly  it  was  a  great  risk  to 
leave  Sicily  undefended  for  such  a  length 
i^f  tisae.— He  was  very  happy  to  learn, 
that  the  commercial  arrangements  between 
Great  Britain  and  Sweden  were  of  so  satis- 
factory a  nature.  He  would  take  it  for 
f ranted  (although  the  right  hon.  gent, 
ad  abstained  from  touching  on  this  part  of 
the  subject) J  that  it  was  intended  to  put 
the  Orders  in  Counci}  into  full  activity  in 
jthis  country.  If  so,  and  if  facilities  were 
to  be  i^iven  to  their  operation  in  Sweden, 
then  on  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  the  country  would 
«ee>  without  the  possibility  of  evasion, 
vhether  those  Orders  had  been  founded  in 
wisdoHn,  as  asserted  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, or  whether,  as  it  was  asserted  by 
his  side  of  the  house,  they  were  an  instance 
of  the  grossest  political  absurdity  that  was 
ever  committea.  The  question  would  be 
fairly  at  issue.  Undoubtedly  it  was  the 
mrish  of  his  friends,  and  of  himself,  that 
ihey  might  be  mistaken  upon  it. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  replied  to  those  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gent,  which  related  to 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company. 
Th^  hon.  gent  had  asked  whether  the 
account  between  his  majesty^s  government 
sad  (the  Ea^t  India  company  had  been 
brought  to  a. final  close  ;  and  whetiier  the  ; 
WTd  that  had  been  already  voted  was  all 
that  it  was  intended  to  profK)se  on  that 
fubject  ?  Undoubtedly,  in  ihis  apprehen- 
^pn,  as  fi^r  as  related  to  the  account  of 
jwhich  the  balance  was  struck,  with  the 
£xc^ti^n  perhaps  of  some  items,  of  which 
only  a  rough  estimate  had  been  given,  for 
i^ant  of  the  necessary  documents*  But  it 
fhould  be  observed,  tlickt  the  account  be- 
tween government  and  the  East  India 
company  was  an  account  current,  and  that 
jf^tlaje  balance  wer«  struck  at  a  particular 
pcf iod,  the  account  still  going  on,  the 
Ffigult.  must  necessarily  alter.  The  hon. 
gent*  .suppiENsed  that  the  aids  to  the  com- 
p^aj^  would. be 'finfficientjto  carry  them  on 
tili  |1^  Ee-Assembling  of  parliament.  The 
fiuQt  iv9Af  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
prefient '.session,,  circumstances  led  him  to 
suppose  that  the  company  would  require 
further  aid  ;  but  the  balance  due  to  them 
from  govemmient  turning  out  to  be  larger 
than  was  imagined,  and  the  company's 
afiairs  assuming  a  more  favourable  aspect, 
'as  far  as  related  to  their  sales  at  home,  he 


had  now  no  heaitatioa  in  declaring,  that 
his  decided  opinion  was  that  the  company 
could  go  on  very  well  without  further 
assistance  until  the  reassiembling  of  parlia** 
ment.  He  had  therefore  not  telt  authoris- 
ed to  come  to  parliament  for  any  further 
aid  during  the  present  session.  Whether 
parliament  would  be  called  upon  in  the 
next  session  for  further  aid  he  knew  not, 
but  if  they  were,  he  thought  they  would 
do  well,  not  merely  to  consider  the  pecu- 
niary circumstances  of  the  company,  at 
the  time  when  such  aid  might  be  required, 
but  to  look  into  all  the  bearings  of  their 
affairs,  and  to  consider  how  far  such  aid 
might  be  -accompanied  by  regulations, 
which  would  place  the  company  in  a 
better  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
were  now  placed. — ^The  amendments  were 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  tormorrow. 

[West  India  Mehchants.]  Mr.  Bflr* 
Jiam,  after  enumerating  the  various  mea- 
sures that  had  been  adopted  and  recom- 
mended for  the  relief  of  the  West  India 
Interest,  and  commenting  upon  their  v^lue 
and  efficacy,  moved,  pursuant  to  his  notice, 
"  That  the  house  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  to^take  into 
consideration  the  second  and  third  Reports 
of  the  West  India  committee.'* 

Lord  Binning  rose  to  second  the  motion, 
and  regretted  that  it  should  have  been 
made  in  so  thin  a  house,  as  the  subject  was 
of  sufficient  importai^ce  to  entitle. it  tQ  a 
fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  Rose  regretted  that  the  hon.  gent^ 
^ould,  ait  this  stage  of  the  sessioUj  have 
tliought  proper  to  l>i*mg  forwards  question 
of  this  description.  The  hon.  gent.,  from 
his  speech,  seemed  to  have  brought  for* 
wavd  the  motion  with  a  view  to  give  hiciself 
an  opportunity  of  stating  that  the  measwred 
which  had  been  taken  far  the  relief  of  the 
West  Indies  were  not  effectual  to  jtheif  ob* 
ject.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into 
a  statement  to  aheyv  Ahat'-tlie  pieasuit^ 
adopted  would  be  beneficial  to  the  West 
Ind  ia  interest,  and  ca«tiqned  <thein  against 
importuning  the  house  with  their  C9^e  lett 
Ihey  might  indispose  it  towarda  their  ret 
lief.  I 

Mr.  Marriot  and  the  dhaiKiellor  of  the 
Exchequer  opposed  the  motiosb  on  accckunt 
of  the  protracted  period  x)f  the  session,  and 
thought  the  measures  already  adopted 
would  be  sufficient  till  next  session. 

Mr.  G,  Hibhert  said,  that  although  nei- 
ther his  eyes  nor  his  ears  had  been  grati- 
fied in  the  present  debate,  (the  thin  attend* 
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ance  on  a  subject  so  interesting  being 
matter  of  almost  as  much  discouragement 
as  the  expressions  which  he  had  heard 
from  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr,  Rose) ; 
yet  that  he  was  not  one  who  would  under- 
value what  had  been  done  tOMrards  the 
relief  of  the  colonists  in  the  present  session. 
The  permission  to  use  Sugar  in  the  Distil- 
lery, for  a  time  however  short,  must  add 
to  the  consumption  of  that  article  and 
open  another  market  for  it.    The  Regula- 
tion, of  the  Duty  on  Spirits  he  had  not  at 
first  seen  in  the  important  light  in  which 
it  now  appeared  to  him ;  but  as  it  took 
away  from  spirits  imported,  what  is  called 
the  Privilege  of  Escape  (or  a  remission 
of  duty  on  the  overproof  strength  as  far  as 
ten  gallons  in  the  hundred)  and,  as  he  was 
satisfied  upon  enquiry  that  all  the  brandy 
and  foreign  spirits  were  contrived  to  be 
ticapet,  while  a  very  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  Rum  imported  was  of  that  descrip- 
tion the  Regulation  must  in  fact  prove  a 
tax  upon  foreign  and   consequently  an 
encouragement  to   the   consumption    of 
colonial  spirits.     He  could  not  see  what 
objection  there  was  to  the  carrying  this 
principle  farther,  in  compliance  with  the 
recommendation   of  the   committee   up 
stairs,  by  a  more  decisive  discouragement 
of  this  traffic  in  the  produce  of  the  ene- 
my, in  favour  of  that  of  our  own  subjects 
and  possessions.    Brandy,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, would  be  con^umeo,  even  if  the  tax 
were  doubled  ;  and  he  was  informed  that, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  the  reve- 
nue could  not  sui!*er  much  from  smuggling. 
The  reduction  of  the  duty  on  Coilee  was 
another  vrise  measure  which  he  trusted 
would  eventually  promote  the  interests  of 
both  the  cofllee  and  the  sugar  planter,  and 
abo  prove  a  source  of  future  benefit  to  the 
revenue.     In  this  instance,  however,  he 
feared  that  the  principle  had  not  been 
carried  far  enough ;  the  present  revenue 
in  the  home  consumption  of  cofiee  was  a 
-matter  contemptible  in  itself,  and  while 
we  were  seeking  to  establish  a  change  in 
the  habits  of  the  public,  it  might  have  been 
well  to  have  made  the  encouragement,  in 
the  first  instance,  more  decisive.      The 
postponement,  too,  of  the  time  when  the 
reduced  duty  was  to  take  eflect  appeared 
to  him  to  be  injudiciouii,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the   right    hon.   the    chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  bad  somewhat 
hastily  committed  himself  upon  that  sub- 
ject, iind  that  he  would  have  been  glad, 
upon  farther  reflection,  to  have  given  that 
act  an  earlier  operation.    From  these  mea- 
Vou  XL 


sures,  however,  when  combined,  he  exp 
ed  benefit,  and  was  sincerely  thankful 
them.    He  believed  that  his  hon.  firi 
(Mr.  Barham)  was  so  also ;  and  that 
expressions  he  had  used,  if  f9.irly  unt 
stood,  would  not  warrant  the  commc 
they  had  occasioned.    His  hon.  friend  i 
very  properiy  said  that  little  or  noth 
baa  been  done  for  the  permanent  benefr 
the  Sugar  Planters,  since  the  use  of 
Distilleries  was   professedly   tempora 
The  committee,  who  recommended  it 
an  expedient  suitable  to  the  present  c 
cumstances  of  the  country,  expressly  < 
precated  either  its  long  continuance  or 
recurrence,  and  there  was  a  large  port! 
of  that  boose  most  anxious  to  see  the  W 
India  trade  relieved  by  other  means,  if 
no  other  reason  yet  that  its  distress  mig 
neither  be  the  motive  nor  the  plea 
any  future  interference  with  the  Disiille 
from  grain.     The  committee,  whose 
hours  appeared  to  liave  met  the  approl 
tion  of  the  house,  had  therefore,  in  conf( 
mtty  with  its  promise,  suggested  measui 
of  permanent  relief.    And  he  thought 
hard  that  he  and  others  nearly  interest 
should  be  accused  of  ingratitude,  or 
impolitic  importunity,  when   they   we 
anxious  to  press  those  measures  upon  t 
early  consideration  of  the  house  and  of  I 
majesty's  ministers.    Tlie  case  of  the  Wt 
Indies  became  more,  perhaps,  a  question 
the  time  than  of  the  amount  of  relit 
Another  year  like  the  last  would  bring  ( 
a  crisis  for  which  it  would  be  difficult 
find  a  cure.    The  estates  had  hitherto  bc( 
supplied  with  necessaries,  and  while  th 
was  the  case,  peace  and  subordination  we 
preserved  there,  and  the  shipping  and  m 
nufacturing  interests  at  home  did  not  fe 
the  weight  of  the  evil  which  was  approac 
ing :  but  the  resources  froin  which  this  hi 
been  done  were  nearly  exhausted,and  wou 
not  bear  out  against  such  another  losii 
year  as  the>  last.     The  consequences  ] 
dreaded  to  contemplate ;    but  the  hou 
might  rest  assured  that  they  would  be  f< 
most  extensively. — The  right  hon.  ger 
(Mr.  Rose)  had  warned  them  against  impc 
tuning  tbe  house  with  their  case,  lest  th« 
might  inQispose  it  towards  their  relief; 
if  their  case  was'  not  the  case  of  th 
house  and  of  the  country.    What  could  1 
or  his  hon.  friend  say  more  in  illustratl^ 
of  the  importance  of  the  colonial  trad 
than  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hu 
gent.  ?  that  it  was  now  almost  the  on 
trade  that  was  lett  to   British   shipin^ 
and  was   it,   then,   wUn    oi    politic 
3Y 
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risk  this  almost  the  last  resource  of  our 
commercial  greatness  and  power  at  sea, 
for  the  sake  of  paltry  and  partial  in- 
terests, eit.her  of  the  Ship  Owners  or  the 
Kevenue  ?  Was  it  to  be  brought  as  a  valid 
objection  against  one  of  the  measures  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  this  trade  by  the 
committee,  that  it  would  occasion  some 
sacrifice  qf  the  revenue,  or  against  another, 
that  it  would  interfere  with  that  monopoly 
which  the  Ship  Owners  claimed,  when  it 
Was  proved  to  the  house,  that  the  colonies 
themselves,  the  substratum  of  these  in- 
terests, were  on  the  brink  of  destruction  ? 
The  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down,  had 
confined  hit  observations  to  the  matter  of 
that  Report  of  the  Committee  which  re- 
lated to  the  licensed  trade  in  spirits,  the  • 
produce  and  manufacture  of  the  enemy ; 
he  would  therefore  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks upon  that  other  subject,  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  to  the  attention 
of  the  house — the  extension  of  the  barter 
in  American  shipping  to  the  articles* of 
sugar  and  cofifee.  It  was  true  that  circum- 
stances, at  present  out  of  our  coiitroul, 
seemed  to  throw  to  a  distance  any  pro- 
ceeding on  that  Report,  but  if  the  dispo- 
sition were  ascertained^  the  moment  for 
acting  might  occur  before  that  house  should 
meet  again,  and  it  was  the  purport  of  his 
faon.  friend's  motion,  that  his  majesty 'a 
ministers  should  not  in  such  a  moment 
have  their  hands  tied  up  or  their  authority 
questionable.  The  policy  appeared  to  him 
so  clear  and  striking,  of  weakening  during 
the  war  the  colonies  of  the  enemy,  which 
ever  had  been  and  must  again  be  the  chief 
sources  of  her  naval  power,  that  he  won- 
dered how  either  this  or  any  former  ad- 
ministration should  have  suffered  minor 

'^  objects  to  interfere  with  il.  The  advantage 
of  pushing  a  few  of  our  manufactures, 
through  America,  into  the  consumption  of 
tlie  enemy's  colonies,  was.  surely,  not  to 
he  brought  into  comparison  with  so  great 
skn  object.  We  had  unwisely  relaxed  the 
rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  until  we  appeared 
to  have  lost  sight  of  it  altogether,  and 
mean  time  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  were 
thriving  while  our  own  were  falling  rapidly 

,  into  decay.  To  have  returned  again  to 
the  policy  of  that  rule  of  1756,  and  to 
have  soi^ned  its  operations  in  respect  to 
America,  by  permitting  her,  during  the 
W^r,  to  take  away  in  her  own  shipping 
that  surplus. produce  of  our  own  colonies 
Which  we  could  not  find  the  means  of 
throwing  into  consumption,  and  could  only 
pertiist  in  monopoUssing  to  their  destruc- 


tion, would,  as  he  must  continue  to  think, 
have  been  our  wisest  proceeding,  whether 
in  respect  to  the  colonies  or  to  America. 
We  had  right  and  necessity  and  prece- 
dent also,  to  plead  in  its  demnce ;  and  he 
wished  the  house  to  look  back  and  See 
what  had  been  in  former  wars  the  conse- 
quences of  our  adherence  to  or  departure 
from  this  policy. — h  appeared  from  the 
authentic  Tables  dven  by  M.  Amould, 
iii  his  '*  Balance  de  la  Commerce,''  that 
on  the  average  of  seven  years  of  peace, 
from  174'9  to  1155,  the  colonial  trade  of 
France  in  round  numbers  of  francs,  wais 
thus  :«^Co]onial  Prodoce, 
Imported,  value  -    -    -    -  65,000,000 

Esporied  ------  35,000,000 

Consumed  at  home   -    -    -  30,000,000 
In  the  course  of  the  Seven  Years  War, 
while  we  acted  upon  the  Rule  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  Rule  of  1756,  say  frbm 
17j;6  to  1763,  the  average  of  ihe  eight 
year»  was  reduced  to  these  amounts : 
Imported   ------  15,400,000 

Exported  ------  12,200,000 

Consumed-    -----    3,200,000 

After  that  war,  followed  a  peace  of  13 
years,  say  from  .1764  to  1776  inclusive, 
during  which  France  had  assiduously  stu- 
died to  restore  her  colonies.  The  average 
of  this  period  was. 

Imported      -    -    -    -    -  1 12,000,000 

Exported 37,700,000 

Consumed 74,300,000 

Then  followed  the  American  war,  in  which 
we  had  relaxed  our  former  rule,  and  the 
average  of  seven  years  of  their  trade  from 
1777  to  1783,  both  inclusive>  was 

Imported 108,700,000 

Exported 50,600,000 

Codsumption  -  -  -  -  .  58,100,000 
The  house  would  see  that  during  that  war 
France,  though  she  was  compelled  to  con- 
sume less  at  home  of  her  colonial  produce, 
yet  greatly  increased  her  foreign  export 
thereof  beyond  the  average  6f  the  pre- 
ceding peace  ;  arid  upon  the  return  of 
peace,  commencing  with  a  colonial  trade 
so  little  checked  or  impeded,  he  begged 
the  house  to  remark  that  in  the  succeeding 
five  years  of  peace,  from  1784  to  1788, 
(immediately  before  the  Revolution)  she 
hud  arrived  at  the  surprizing  increase  of 
an  Import  equal  iii  value  to  -  193^200,000 

Export 93,000,000 

Consumption  -  -  -  -  100,200,(XX) 
The  consequence  of  this  accumulation  of 
her  colonial  trade  in  a  perioii  so  short,  had 
been  attended  with  a  proportionate  exten- 
sion of  her  naval  power,  which,  at  the 
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inoipent  of  the  Revoltttion,  was  very  for- 
midable ;  and,  without  precisely  knowing 
what  was  the  state  of  her  intercourse  with 
her  colonies  at  this  time,  he  yet  could 
assert  that  those  which  remained  to  her 
were  in  themselves  flourishing,  and  must, 
whenever  a  peace  should  occur,  become 
chieily  instrumental  in  furnishing  her  with 
experienced  seamen. — ^l^o  the  object  thus 
considered,  he  earnestly  intreated  the  at- 
tention of  ministers.  The  shipping  interest 
should  reflect  that  we  were  adding  to  the 
monopoly  of  our  own,  that  also  of  the 
trade  of  the  conquered  colonics,  which  at 
a  peace  we  could  not  expect  to  retain ; 
and  on  this  ground,  therefore,  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  our  own  colonics 
during  the  war,  by  a  temporary  conces- 
sion to  the  American  shipping,  was  the 
more  politic.    Such  a  concession  was  com- 
pensated now  by  our  trade  with  the  con- 
quei-ed  colonies;   and  whenever,  on  tlie 
return  of  peace,  we  resumed  our  mono- 
poly, we  might  find,   in   the  increased 
prosperity  of  our  own  colonies^  which  this 
concession    bad    occasioned,  a  counter- 
balance for  that  share  of  the  foreign  co- 
lony trade  which  we  should  then  be  called 
upon  to  relinquish. — for  these  reasons,  he 
must  approve  and  support  his  hon*  friend's 
motion,  should  he  think  fit  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  it 

Mr.  Ellis  contended,  that  in  the  present 
situation  of  G.  Britain  Che  importation  of 
bxandy  and  foc^ga  spirits  into  this  coun- 
try* ou^ht  to  be,  by  all  meansj  discouraged, 
as  tendmg  to  overturn  the  interests  of  the 
.corn-growers  of  this  island^  and  the  sugar 
merchants  of  the  colonies,  by  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  consomptton  of  the  article  of 
rum ;  whilst  it  was  serviceable  to  the  ene- 
n)y»  by  encouraging  the  importation  of 
their  commodities,  by  indirect  means,  into 
this  country. 

.Lord  if.  Petty  gave  notice,  that  early  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament  he  should 
take  an  opportunity  of  attracting  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  destructive 
consequences  of  the  Orders  in  Council ; 
and  should,  therefore,  abstain  from  enter- 
ing into  the  course  of  argument  which  bad 
been  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him. 

Mr.  Barham  briefly  replied,  and  con- 
tended that  he  had  not  undervalued  the 
remedial  measures  resorted  to  by  this 
coontry,  for  the  relief  of  the  West  India 
merchants  :  he  concluded  with  informing 
the  house,  that  he  should  not  proceed  to  a 
Mmn  on  the  question  then  before  it. — 


The  motion  was  accordingly  negnl 
without  a  division. 

[Mb.  Palmer's  Claim.]   Mr.  Huski 
brought  up  Mr.  Palmer's  Arrears 
which  was  rea<l  a  firat  time. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer,  in  i 
ing  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  to-mor 
stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  give  e 
support  to  this  bill  for  carrying  it  thr< 
that  house.  But  if  the  hon.  gent,  who 
concerned  in  the  measure  did  not 
that  it  should  proceed  further,  he  sh 
feel  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  brin 
it  in,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  might,  i 
thought  it  right,  sutler  the  order  of  the 
to  drop. 

Mr.  IV,  SfHith  approved  of  the  cam 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  sav 
cause  of  disapprobation  which  could  < 
against  him  tor  his  conduct,  notwithst 
ing  all  that  had  been  urged  against 
last  nii^ht. — ^The  bill  was  then  orderc 
be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  On 
motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot] 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Adam  rose  and  addressed  the  h^ 

as  follows:''^ — Mr.  Speaker;  I  rise  i 

very  thin  house,  not  at  a  very  early  h 

and  at  a  very  late  period  of  the  session 

discuss  a  subject  of  the  greatest  co 

quence  to  the  part  of  the  united  kiiigdoi 

which  it  relates. — My  intention  is  to 

cuss,  and  not  to  oppose ;  and  my  objec 

to  make  some  parts  relating  to  this  t 

important  subject  generally   known 

attended  to  by  means  of  discussion  in 

place. — ^It  is  highly  necessary  that  m 

of  the  regulations,  proposed  by  this  I 

should  be  well  understood,  and  that  otl 

should  be  suggested  for  consideration. 

this  period  an  interruption  took  place,  ovi 

to  some  members  leaving  the  house,  w 

Mr.  Adam  said,  with  some  eagerness 

Sir,  I  know  how  little  interesting  this  s 

ject  must  be  to  many  gentlemen  prese 

I  am  not,  therefore,  surprised  at  their 

parture  ;  but  I  should  conceive,  late  e 

as  it  is  in  the  sessioo,  and  exhausted  ^ 

house  may  be  with  previous  business^ 

will  hardly  be  thought  decent  to  havi 

said,  that  a  system  of  civil  judicature, 

lating  to  the  'most  important  interests 

Scotland,  and  affecting  no  less  than  t 

millions  and  a  half  of  his  majesty's  s< 

jects,  has  been  discussed  and  passed  ii 

house  not  suflicient,  according  to  its  c 


*  From  the  original  edition,  printed 
John  Murray,  fleetpsueet^  1806. 
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stitution,  to  do  any  act  whatever.     [Here 
the  Speaker  rose  and  stopt  Mr.  Adam, 
raying,  that  as  the  hon.  member  had  no- 
ticed the  state  of  the  house,  and  hinted 
that  there  were  not  40  members  present, 
it  must  be  counted.     The  Speaker  accord- 
ingly counted  the  house,  and  by  the  return 
of  some  of  those  who  were  leaving  the 
house,  it  appeared,  on  counting,  that  43 
members  were  present.    Mr.  Adam  then 
proceeded.] — Sir,  I  regret  that  the  slight 
lutcrraption  that  I  met  with  should  have 
put  me  off  my  guard,  and  should  have 
given  you  the  trouble  to  count  the  house. 
It  was  not  my  intention  ;  and,  much  as  I 
may  regret  the  thinness  of  the  attendance, 
I  should  have  had  more  to  reenret  still,  if 
the  house  had  not  been  able,  from  defect 
of  members,  to  proceed  with  this  business. 
— ^Tlie  subject  of  the  bill,  the  effect  it  will 
produce,  its  being  the  commencement  of 
the  improvement  of  the  civil  judicature  of 
Scotland  (though  far  short  of  what  ought 
to  be  done)  are  reasons  sufficient  for  tnis 
feeling.     But  I  should  have  regretted  it 
likewise  for  reasons  personal  to  myself. 
The  learned  lord,  who  has  now  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  had  postponed 
the  second  reading  of  it,  for  .my  accom- 
modation, several  weeks  ago,  so  that  my 
illness  (which  was  the  cause  of  that  short 
delay),  may  possibly   be  the  cause  of 
the  proceeding  being  retarded  to  the  pre- 
sent time.     If  my  health  had  permitted,  I 
would  have  attended  the  Committee  some 
days  ago,  and  offered,  on  that  occasion, 
what  occurs  to  me  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
was  unable  for  such  an  attendance,  and  I 
doubt  how  far  I  shall  have  strength,  even 
now,  ta  discharge  the  task  which  I  think  it 
incumbent  on  nie,  at  this  last  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  to  perform. — ^The  judicature 
of  Scotland,  in  all  its  parts,  has  been  for 
very  many  years,  the  subject  of  my  roost 
-deliberate  and  anxious  attention.     1  have 
been  excited  to  it  by  particular  catises, 
which  I  need  not  now  relate.     In  the  civil 
branch  of  it,  I  have  been  led  by  my  prac- 
tice as  a  la\«'yer,  in  the  Court  of  Apellate 
Jurisdiction,  and  by  my  connection  wi^ 
that  country,  and  the  sincere    interest, 
which  I  take  in  all  its  concerns,  to  see  and 
feel  the  defects  of  its  judicial  system.   And 
I  should  have  been  extremely  concerned, 
indeed',  jf  this  bill  had  passed  the  legisfa- 
ture  withoi]|t  my  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  some  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  are  strongly  impressed  on  my 
mind,  and  which  I  flatter  myself  may 
prove  usefnl.-^4  systeqi  of  judicial  juri^ 


prudence  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
subjects  that  can  employ  the  human  mind. 
It  is  interesting  as  deciding  upon  all  the 
real  and  personal  rights  of  tne  community 
to  which  it  relateSf  and  as  toming  on  prin- 
ciples  of  jurisprudence    which  raise  it 
much  beyond  an  ordinary  subject  of  legis- 
lative discussion. — The  bill  under  consi- 
deration propbses  to  divide  the  Court  into 
two  Chambers,  or  Courts.    Whatever  ob- 
servations may  occur  to  me  respecting  the 
defects  of  other  parts  of  it,  that  regalation 
is  alone  sufficient  to  make  me  think  that 
it  should  pass  into  a  law.    It  wonld  be 
most  mischievovs  indeed  to  defeat  that 
object,  or  to  do  any  thing  by  delay  or  de- 
bate which  should  frustrate,  or  even  pro- 
crastinate, the  measure.    In  other  respects, 
there  is  much  ground  for  observation ;  but 
I  can  assure  the  house,  that  my  intention 
is  to  make  those  observations  without  any 
spirit  of  hostile  debate.    On  the  contrary, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid  all  eagerness  of 
argument,  and  to  preserve  that  calmness, 
and  (if  I  may  use  the  expression,)  that 
judicial  tone  of  discussion  which  ought  to 
prevail  on  this  most  important  and  interest- 
mg  Kubjectof  judicial  jurisprudence.— *One 
of  the  chambers  into  which  it  is  proposed 
to  divide  the  Court  of  Session,  is  to  be  pre- 
sided over  by.  the  president,  consisting  of 
the  president,  and  seven  ordinary  lords. 
The  other  is  to  be  presided  over  by  the 
justice-clerk,  and  to  consist  of  the  justice- 
clerk  and  six  ordinary  loi^ — ^The  division 
into  two  courts  is  impoKnt,  in«a8-»much 
as  it  removes  a  great  defect  in  the  judicial 
system  of  Scotland,  by  giving  a  choice  of 
forums.      At  present,  there  *  is  but  one 
court,  consisting  of  fifteen  judges,  so  that, 
though  the  suitor  can  select  the  lord  ordi- 
nary, before  whom  he  wiU  bring  his  ac- 
tion, he  has  no  choice  of  tribunal  when 
the  cause  goes  before  the  whole  court. 
The  efiect  of  the  present  system,  there- 
fore, is  to  exclude  all  competition.    Where 
there  is  one  court,  there  is  no  eflbrt  arising 
from  a  desire  to  excel,  as  there  is  when 
there  are  several  courts  of  co-ordinate  ju- 
risdiction, taking  cognizance  of  the  same 
causes ; — and  we  cannot  disguise,  that  it 
is  in  justice,  as  in  every  thing  else,  that 
competition  begets  exertion,  and  that  with 
exertion  duty  is  more  perfectly  discharged. 
In  this  country  (England),  the  suitor  hav- 
ing three  courts  open  in  ail  matters  of  law 
and  equity,  the  King's  Bench,  the  Com^ 
mon  Picas,  and.  Law  side  of  the  Exche- 
quer, for  actions  at  law, — the  Court  of 
Chancery,  the  Bplls,  and  the  Equity  side 


1065]  PAUL.  S&BATES,  June  24,  1809.— &o<cA  Judiaaure  BUL 


of  the  Ezcheaner^fbr  mits  in  eqaity,  there 
19  an  ample  choice  of  tribunals,  and  a  per- 
fect inducement  to  excel  by  competition  ; 
and  suttoni,  if  they  have  any  objection  to 
the  modes  and  habits  of  one  court,  may  so 
to  another.— I  have  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better,  if  the  court  of 
session  was  likewise  to  ftiave  been  divided 
into  three  courts. — ^First,  Because  there  is 
a  certainty,  by  that  division,  of  settling  the 
law  more  satisfactorily,  the  opinion  of  two 
bodies,  on  a  doubtful  question,  leaving  the 
mind  less  satisfied  than  that  of  three ;  and, 
because  where  there  is  a  difierence  of 
opinion,  on  similar  questions  of  law,  the 
third  tribunal  casts  the  balance,  and  fixes 
the  point-— Secondly,  Because,  by  mak- 
ing more  divisions,  each  of  the  courts 
would  be  reduced  to  a  smaller  number, 
which  certainly  renders  the  tribunal  more 
perfect. — It  may  be  observed  here,  that  a 
court  consisting  of  foor  is  the  best  number ; 
because,  when  there  is  a  difierence  of 
opinion,  and  the  court  is  equally  divided, 
the  matter  may  p>  to  the  higher  tribunal ; 
if  it  is  not  equally  divided,  there  most  be 
a  majority  of  three  to  one,  the  matest 
inajority  that  any  number  aflbrds,  and 
which  is,  of  course,  calculated  to  give 
more  satisfiMrtion  to  the  suitors,  and  the 
public,  than  any  other  number  that  can  be 

f  itched  upon. — On  these  topics,  however, 
do  not  now  mean  to  enlarge.  I  only 
throw  them  out,  not  as  opposing  the  pre- 
sent bill,  but  as  sugeestions  for  future  im- 
provement. It  ought,  hovi-ever,  in  fair- 
ness, to  be  observed,  that  the  courts  or 
chambers  will  not  be  so  numerous  as  they 
appear. — ^There  will  be  one  or  two  lords 
from  each  court  employed  in  discharging 
the  duty  of  lords  ordinary,  during  the  sit- 
ting of  the  chamber  townich  they  belong, 
so  that  the  president's  court  will  usually  be 
six — never  more  than  seven ;  and  the  jus- 
tice-clerk's court  will  be  usually  five — 
never  more  than  six; — so  that  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope,  that,  by  this  regula- 
tion of  the  bill,  the  tribunal  (or  the  discus- 
sion of  civil  rights  in  Scotland,  thus  re- 
duced and  constituted,  will  lose  the  cha- 
racter which  is  alledged  now  to  belong  to 
it,  of  being  too  numerous,  and  as  having 
more  resemblance  to  a  popular  assembly, 
than  is  fitting  for  a  court  of  justice.— .Sir, 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  does  not, 
in  ito  preamble,  assign  the  sound  princi- 

rles  of  judicial  jurisprudence,  to  which 
have  just  referred,  as  the  reason  for  its 
enactments ;  but  alleges  only  the  great  in- 
Cfeav  ^  bttiuness,    It  roni  um :  *  Where- 


as, the  great  extension  of  agrlcu 
commerce,  manufactures,  and  popul 
and  the   consequent  multiplicati( 
transactions  in  Scotland,  have  great 
creased  the  number  of  law-suits  brt 
into  the  court  of  session,  whereby 
become  expedient  to  make  some 
arrangements  in  that  court,  to  faci 
the  dispatch  of  business/'— Now, »' 
is  somewhat  singular,  that  the  incre 
law-suits,  from  commerce,  population 
agriculture,  should  be  assignra  as  the 
son  for  this  measure,  and  that  the  langi 
of  the  bill,  respecting  the  introductii 
trial  by  jury,  should  be  so  tame  and 
couraging ;  for  it  is  manifest,  to  everyl 
son  accustomed  to  that  incomparable  sy| 
of  judicature  (trial  by  jury)  that  if  tb 
crease  of  judicial  busmess  has  arisen 
the  causes  assigned  in  this  preamble,  ti 
ought  to  have  been  an  immediate  introj 
tion  of  trial  by  jury  in  those  cases,  as  b| 
peculiarly  suiteid  for  that  tribunal. — (^ 
tions  on  policies  of  insurance,  on  bill 
exchange,  oninercantile,contracts  of  e 
description,  all  those  personal  actions  w 
are  the  result  of  increased  population, 
increased  dealings  between  man  and  i 
in  agriculture,   manufactures,   and  c 
merce,  are  peculiarly  suited  to  trial 
jury.    The  cases  arising  out  of  such  tr 
actions  are>  necessarily,  mere  matter 
fact,  in  which  the  most  simple  and 
shortest  forms  of  pleading  only  can  be 
cessary  to  be  put  on  the  record.    As 
thing  IS  required,  almost  in  any  of  thi 
cases,  but  the  simple  allegation  of 
plaintiff  or  pursuer,  stating  the  injur 
which  be    complains,  ana    the    equi 
simple  denial  of  the  defendant.    Wha 
England  constitutes  and  is  called  the 
claration,  and  a  plea  of  the  general  is: 
and  what  in  Scotland  constitutes  aiic 
termed  the  summons  and  the  defences 
It  is  material  to  observe,  likewise,  that 
introduction  of  the  trial  by  jury,  in  th 
cases  in  which  it  is  practicable,  would  £ 
the  greatest  possible  relief  to  the  appel 
jurisdiction  of  the  house  of  lords.    A  j 
takes  to  itself,  exclusively,  all  matte 
fact,  whereas,  at  present,  the  facts, 
every  case  that  is  appealed,  must  go  to 
house  of  lords,  forcing  that  tribunal 
examine  into  the  fiict,  as  well  as  to  dec 
upon  the  law,  and  go  through  most 
luminous  and  ill-ascertained  proofs,  lis 
to  much  uncertainty,  extremely  inac 
rate  and  confused ;  whereas  nothing  sho 
be  carried  to  an  appellate  judicature 
mere  matter  of  law. — ^I  own  that  I 
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most  earnest  and  anxions  to  take  thi^  public 
opportunity  of  impressing  the  importance 
of  introducinff  trial  by  jury ;   and  I  am 
the  more  anxious  to  do  so,  because,  when 
I  consider  the  manner  in  which  the  com* 
missioners,  created  by  this  act  for  inquir- 
ing and  reporting  on  this  subject,  are  to 
be  appointed,  when  I  perceive  that  that  ap- 
pointment rests  with  the  ministers  of  the 
ctown,  or  rather,  with  those  who  are  the 
authors  of  this  bill,  I  am  very  apprehen- 
sive that  there  is  still  less  chance  of  the 
trfal  by  jury  being  introduced  at  all  into 
the  civil  judicature  of  Scotland. — ^I  know 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  person  of  great 
influence,  one  who  will  be  much,  listened 
to  on  this  subject— -it  is  the  opinion  of  a 
judge  who  has  a  most  profound  knowledge 
of  the  law  of  Scotland,  I  mean  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court  of  session,  that  questions 
of  the  sort  to  which  I  have  referred,  name- 
ly, questions  on  bills  of  exchange  and  po- 
licies of  insurance,  are  not  iit  to  be  tried 
by  jury. — When  the   resolutions  of  the 
house  of  lords,  preparatory  to  another  bill, 
afterwards  brought  forward  by  lord  Gren- 
Title,  (the  measure  which  first  ihti^odiiced 
the  amelioration  of  the  Scots  judicial  sys- 
tem in  civil  causes  to  the  notice  of  paiiia- 
ment,)  were  in  circulation,  I  considered  it 
to  be  my  duty,  on  this  important  public 
subject,  to  have  a  conference  with  that 
learned  jiidge,  and  at  his  desire  I  waited 
upon  him  for  that  purpose.     The  object  of 
us   both  was   purely  public.     I  listened 
with  great  attention  to  opinions  and  views, 
coming  from  a  person  of  the  highest  re- 
tpectability  for  legal  rank,  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  I  afterwards  made  them 
known  to  the  noble  person  who  then  pro- 
moted the  measure   for    improving  the 
judicature    of  Scotland.     Among   other 
things,  he  expressed  himself  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  introduction  of  the  trial  by  jur}^ 
where  it  was  practicable,  according  to  tlie 
ibrms  and  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  law 
of  Scotland.     He  shewed  me  that  such 
had  been  his  opinion  when  a  reform  in 
the  court  of  session  had  been  discussed 
inany  years  ago ;  and  that,  in  a  pamphlet 
which  he  had  written  at  that  time,  he  had 
recommended  it.     But,  he  added,  that  he 
considered  it  to  be   applicable  only  to 
mei-e  personal  injuries  or  delicts,  for  which 
reparation  in  damages  was  required,  such 
as  assaults,  libeU,  or  the  like.     He  particu- 
larly mentioned,  that'  to  questions  arising, 
out  of  bills  of  exchange,  and    likewise  i 
think,  he  sai4t  out  of  policies  of  insurance, 
iC  was  Bot  applicable.     That  they  were 


the  great  source  of  increased  business  in 
the  court  of  sestsiim*    That  in  the.  former 
especially,  .nice  and  difficult  matter  fre- 
auentlv  arises  as  to  the  consideration  given 
ior  a  bill,  and  how  iar  it  is  a  mere  ac- 
commodation note^  for  which  no  value 
originally   patied.-->^ttch    questions,   his 
lordship  thought,  could  not  be  tried  by  a 
jury. — To.  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
the  course  of  justice  in  this  country  (£ng«> 
land),  this  wiU  seenr  moat  surprising,  when 
we  all  know  that  the  sittings  at  Guildhall 
are  almost  entirely  employed  in  trying 
causes  arising  out  of  policies  of  ihsurance, 
charter-parties,    bills  of   exchange,    and 
other  commercial  transactions ;  and  that 
deviation  in  a  voyage^  or  want  of  con- 
sideration for  a   bill  of   exchange,  are 
mere  questions  of  fac(^  peculiarly  calcu- 
lated for  a  jury.    But  if  such  is  the  pre- 
possessi^^  of  a  person  of  «o  much  learn- 
ing in  the  law  of  the  country  where  he 
presides,  respecting  the   introduction  <^ 
this  mode  of  trying  those  caiuses,  it  be- 
hoves us  to  do  our  utmost  not  to  let  such 
opinions  operate  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  trial  by  jury,  but,  if  possible,  to 
enforce    its    introduction    in    mercantile 
causes,  as  they  will  receive  a  more  satis- 
factory and  more  speedy  decision  in  that 
than    in    any  other,  tribunal.  —  Persons 
accustoined  to  the  judicial  system  of  Eng- 
land,   would    naturally  and  justly  sup- 
pose, that  the  preamble  to  the  bill   (to 
the  expressions  of  which  I  have  already 
referred)  would  have  been  followed  with 
kn  immediate  enactment,  introducing  trial 
hy  jury  in  all  cases  of .  litigation  con- 
nected with  the  causes  assigned  for  the 
great  increase  of  judicial  bu&tne«s  in  Sco(> 
land.    But  instead  of  t^is  being  the  case, 
mark  how  the  bill  proceedi : — Commis- 
sioners are  proposed  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  concermng  the 
propriety  of  the  introduction  of  trial  by 
jury  in  civil  causes.    The  words  of  the 
clause  in  the  recital  relating  to  this  ni|utter> 
are  :  '  and  whereas  it  has  been  conceived, 

*  that  it  might  be  for  the  utility  of  die 
'  subjects  within  Scotland,  that  jury  trials 

*  should  be  introduced  into  theproeeedingis 
'  in  certain  causes  before  the  Court  of  Ses^ 
'  sion  in  Scotland.' — ^The  tame,  hesitating; 
indecisive  language  of  this  recital  is  but  a 
poor  encouragement  .to  report  in  i&vour  of 
the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury.  Instead 
of  exciting  the  commissioners  to  recom- 
mend the  introduction  of  that  institutfoa» 
it  is  calculated  to  repress  the  ardour  which 
gave  rise  to  the  idea  of  introducing  du» 
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AK>9i  important  improTenent  into  the  law 
•f  Scotland. — ^I  am  confident,  sir,  that  this 
tameoeM  of  expression  in  the  bill  is  not 
consonant  to  the  general  feelings  of  that 
country  on  the  subject.  It  is  quite  clear, 
that  the  people  of  Scotland  wish  the  trial 
by  jury  to  be  introduced  in  ciril  causes, 
and  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  they  hare 
always  had  it  in  criminal  prosecutions. 
Many  parts  of  the  country  have  expressed 
themselves  strongly  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  there  has  not  been  an  opinion 
expressed  against  it  anywhere.  Two 
xmeetings  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  have 
been  held  on  this  subject ;  the  first,  where 
the  resolutions  brought  forward  by  lord 
Grenville  were  discussed.  The  introduc- 
tion of  trial  by  jury  in  civil  causes  was 
then  considered  by  that  learned  and  en- 
lightened body,  and  it  was  eagerly  ap- 
proved. At  another  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
cnlty  of  Advocates,  held  on  the  23d  of 
February  last,  called  by  persons  not  sup- 
posed to  be  favourers  of  lord  Grenville's 
measure,  and  not  attended  at  all  by  those 
who  were  supposed  to  be  more  particu- 
larly the  supporters  of  that  measure,  h 
was  resolved,  '  That  the  introduction  of 

*  the  trial  by  jury,  in  certain  civil  causes, 
'  would  be  of  evident  utility  to-  the  sub- 

*  jects  within  Scotland,  and  that  the  com- 
<  missioners  should  report  in  what  manner 
'  and  ibrm  it  could  be  most  usefiilly  esta- 
'  blished.'  This  resolution  of  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates  was,  I  believe,  the  real  cause 
of  introducing  the  recital  I  have  just  men- 
tioned into  the  bill.  Had  it  not  been  for 
that  resolution,  I  verily  believe  the  intro- 
duction of  trial  by  jury  would  not  have 
been  thought  of  by  the  framers  of  the  bill. 
All  this  gives  bnt  little  hope  of  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  great  object ;  and  when 
I  observe  how  much  the  language  of  the 
bill  falls  short  of  the  resolutions,  I  confess 
my  fears  are  very  much  increased  on  this 
subject. — In  the  resolutions,  it  is  said,  that 
it  would  be  '  of  evident  utility  to  the  snb- 
« jects  within  Scotland'  to  introduce  the 
trial  by  jury.  In  the  bill,  all  that  is  said 
is,  that  '  it  has  been  conceived  that  it 

*  might  be  for  their  utility  to  introduce  it.* 
If  the  le^slature  thus  discourages  the  mea- 
sure which  it  pretends  to  promote,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  be  sanguine  on  the 
subject. — It  is  farther  material  to  observe 
on  this  head,  that  the  bill  requires  that 
the  commissionera  shall  report,  as  speedily 
as  may  be,  on  the  subject,  of  the  trial  by 
jury,  but  that  it  does  not  require  a  speedy 
report  on  any  other  of  the  matters  referred 


to  the  commissioners.     Under  othei 
cumstances,  I  should  have  anxiously  m 
for  a  speefly  report  on  the  intruducti 
trial  by  jury,  but  as  things  are  nov 
cnmstanced,  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
missioners  will  take  all  the  latitude 
use  all  the  delay  that  the  act  will  : 
— that  they  will  take  full  time  to  dc 
rate — ^that,  by  repeated  consideration 
mature  deliberation,  they   will  bei 
gradually  convinced  of  its  fitness  for  i 
commercial  and  other  causes  to  whi 
have  so  often  alluded,  and  which  ar 
assigned  motives  for  the  introductio 
the  biH  now  under   consideration— 
they  will  thus  be   induced  to  repoi 
favour  of  trial  by  jury  in  every  comp( 
case.    It  is  clear,  that  a  hasty  re] 
under  the  prejudices  which  now  cle 
ejcist,  must  be  an  unfavourable  report, 
the  people  of  Scotland  may  thus   be 
prived,  not  only  of  the  best  and  wisest 
stitution  for  the  administration  of  jusi 
inassues  of  fact,  which  the  wit  of  man 
ever  yet  contrived,  but  of  an  institu 
which  has  the  greatest  possible  infiue 
in  forming  the  national  character. — ^W 
men  are  daily  called  upon  to  admini 
justice  to  their  equals,  to  consider  ; 
weigh  the  rights  of  others,  they  are  s 
to  contract  the  habit  of  forming  a  just 
derstandinff  of  their  own  rights  and  pr 
leges ;  ana  although  the  administratioi 
justice,  on  sound  principles  of  judi< 
jurisprudence,  is  the  primary  object  of 
measure  under  consideration,  yet  it  is 
unimportant  feature  in  the  case,  that 
meuM  of  accomplishing  it  will  have 
efiect  of  elevating  the  general  characte 
the  nation,  by  calling' the  general  masj 
the  community  into  a  new  sphere  of 
tion,  calculated  to  make  them  feel  tl 
importance  and  independence. — ^That  t 
by  jury  in  civil  causes,  and  in  mis 
meanours,  has  had  most  important  eifc 
on  the  English  character  ;  that  it  has  i 
tered  that  just  anxiety  which  prevails 
the  minds  of  Englishmen,  respecting  tl 
political  as  well  as  their  civil  liberty,  c 
not  be  doubted  ;  and  there  is  every  r 
son  to  suppose,  that  it  would  produci 
similar  eiiect  on  the  people  of  Scotia 
1  cannot,  therefore,  avoid  deprecating 
tame,  insipid,  spiritless,  and  discourag 
language  which  is  applied  to  this  most ; 
mirable  institution  in  the  bill  betbre 
An  institution  which   the  experience 
ages,  in  this  country,  has  proved  to 
the  most  satisfactory  and  expeditious  ro< 
for  trying  all  those  questions,  which 
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not  belong  peculiarly  to  a  court  of  equity, 
and  more  particularly  adapted  to  questions, 
arising  from  increased  commerce,  popu- 
lation and  agriculture,  which  the  preamble 
to  this  bill  assigns  as  the  cause  of  the  in« 
creased  number  of  law-suits  brought  into 
the  Court  of  Session. — Sir,  it  is  impossible 
not  tp  observe,  that  the  commissioners 
under  this  bill,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
selection  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
and  not  by  the  choice  of  the  legislature. 
To  this  mode  of  appointment,  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  proceeding,  (if  I  had  been 
able  to  be  present),  I  would  have  given  a 
most  decided  opposition,  as  a  mode  equally 
unconstitutionsd  and  inexpedient.  But  I 
forbear  to  enlarge  upon  it  now,  because, 
in  the  situation  in  which  the  house  now  is, 
it  can  be  attended  with  no  practical  effect 
to  press  it,  and  it  might  be  attended 
with  the  loss  of  the  bill,  which  is  by  no 
means  my  object,  for  the  reasons  al- 
ready stated.  My  object,  in  this  stage, 
is  rather  to  discuss  the  subjects  which 
the  commissioners  are  to  consider,  than 
to  enter  into  the  question  of  their  ap- 
pointment, however  objectionable. — Sir, 
there  are  many  points  for  discussion, 
ai'ising  out  of  this  measure:  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  house,  at  this  period 
of  the  session,  and  iii  the  state  of  my 
health,  I  shall  select  those  which  appear 
to  me  to  be  most  important. — ^The  house 
will  observe,  in  the  third  page  of  the 
printed  bill,  that  it  is  proposed  to  be 
enacted,  '  That  it  shall  be  competent  to 
'  the  judges  of  either  division,  or  a  quorum 
/  thereof^  in  any  cases  which  shall  appear 
'  to  them  to  be  cases  of  importance  and 
'  difficulty^  to  state  questions  of  law  in 
'  writing  arising  on  such  cases,  to  require 
^  the  opmion  of  the  judges  of  the  other  di- 
«  vision  to  be  g^ven  thereupon ;  and  such 
«  judges  are  bound  collectively,  or  as  in- 

*  dividual  judges,  to  communicate  their 

*  opinion  to  the  court  referring  to  them.' 
.^This  regulation  I  consider  to  be  both  at 
variance  with  the  principle  of  the  bill  it- 
self, and  a  violation  of  those  sound,  well- 
knowi),and  established  rules,  which  ought, 
invariably,  to  prevail  in  every  well  regu- 
)^.ted  judicial  system.  I  feel  this  so  strong- 
ly, that  I  wish  now  to  have  it  understood, 
that  it  is  my  present  intention  to  propose, 
in  the  next  session  of  parliament,  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  on  purpose  to  repeal  this  clause. 
^By  the  bill,  there  is  a  choice  of  tribunals 

'  established,  and  the  judicial  system  of 
Scotland  is  thus  most  materially  and  im- 
portantly improved.    Where  a  suit  is  in- 


stituted, the  plaiiitipU>r  pursuer  has  it  in 
bis  power  to  choose  either  the  chamber  of 
the  president,  or  that  of  the .  justice-clerk. 
But,  by  this  clause,  questions  of  law,  aris* 
ing  in  a  cause,  are  liable  to  be  transferred 
from  the  tributial  which  the  party  has 
chosen,  to  that  which  he  has  avoicfed, — 
not  by  igny  aci  of  his  own,  but  at  the  will 
of  others, — by  the  independent  act  of  the 
court  in  which  he  brought  his  action,  who 
arie  placed  beyond  the  influence  of  his 
argument  and  whom  he  cannot  controul 
by  an]r  application,  calculated  to  operate 
on  their  discretion,  or  stay  their  proceed- 
ings.   This  is  not  like  the  act  of  a  losing 
party  proceeding  to  another  tribunal,  by 
^peai,  but  an  act  of  the  court,  to  obtaia 
a  legal  opinion,  which,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, may  decide  the  cause.    But  this 
is  not  all ;  the  division  or  chamber,  which 
is  to  state  the  question  of  law  in  writing, 
for  the  opinion  of  the  other  division  or 
chamber,  are  to  be  themselves  the  framert 
of  that  question.    The  party,  whose  rights 
is  to  be  aecided  by  it,  are  to  have  no  share 
in  framing  it  .  It  is  not  to  be  submitted  to 
them,  nor  the  terms  of  it  settled  in  their 
presence.    It  is  not  to  be  settled  by  the 
mterposition  of  their  counsel,  or  by  any 
public  proceedinff  of  the  court ;  but  by 
Hhe  act  of  the  judges  of  the  division,  in 
private,  behind  the  back  of  the  parties, 
and  without  any  discussion,  to  set  right 
any  mistakes,  in  the  view  which  may  be 
adopted  of  the  question. — Those  who  know 
any  thing  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of 
ju^ice,  are  well  aware,  that  the  soundness 
of  an  answer  to  a  question  of  law,  depends 
upon  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of 
it;  that  the  most  important  rights  may 
receive  a,  perfectly  different  decision,  by 
the  manner  ib  which  the  ca^e  is  framed, 
or  the  question  stated.    What  shall  we 
say  then  of  an  institution  which  ena- 
bles the  tribunal,  before  which  a  case  is 
brought,  to  state  the  question  of  law,  not 
only  without  the  mutual  discussion  of  the 
advocates  on  both  sides,  but  in  their  ab* 
sence;  that  the  case  so  stated,  shall  de- 
cide the  cause :  a  regulation,  which  shall 
enable  the  judges  of  one  tribunal,  pri- 
vately,  to  draw  up  a  question  for   the 
collective  or  individual  opinion  of  the 
judges  of  the  other  tribunal :  an  institu* 
tion,  by  which  the  judges  who  are  to  give 
their  opinion  on  the  question  of  law,  are 
not  only  not  bound  to  do  it  in  public,  but 
where  it  is  clear  that  it  is  meant  that  they 
shall  do  it  in  private ;  so  that  a  case  pri- 
vately  drawn  up  by  one  division,  or  tri« 
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bunaly  is  to  be  privately  pronounced  upon 
by  the  judges  of  the  other  division,  thus 
again  violating  the  best  and  soundest  rules 
of  judicial  jurisprudence — rules  which  the 
wisdom  of  the    framers   of  the  judicial 
sy.;tem   of  this  country  (England)   have 
thought  so  essential  to  the  pure  adminis- 
tration of,  justice.     Namely,  that  judg- 
ments shall  be  pronounced  in  public,  be- 
fore a  critical  well-informed  bar ;  and  in 
a  court  where  all  the  world  has  a  right  to 
enter,  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
publicly  delivered.     Is  it   possible,   that 
such  a  violation  of  all  the  best  and  wisest 
maxims  for  securing  judicial  purity,  cal- 
culated   equally    to    preserve    individual 
rights,  and  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  in  matters  of  judgment,  should 
be  allowed  to  stand  in  your  statute-book ! 
,  —But,  sir,  I  have  not  even  now  stated  all 
the  mischief  and  anomaly  of  this  regula- 
tion.    I  believe,  there  is  no  person  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  administration  of 
justice,  who  does  not  admit,  that  the  judge 
or  tribunal,  tbat  is  to  decide,  receives  the 
greatest  benefit  from  having  the  case  dis- 
cussed by  counsel  at  the  bar.     This  is  a 
topic  on  which  I  need  not  enlarge,  it  is  so 
universally  admitted.     No  mind,  however 
enlightened,  can  have  the  law  present  to 
it  in  all  its  parts,  and  in  every  aspect. 
The  arguments  of  counsel  refresh  the  re- 
collection, and  inform  the  understanding 
of  the  most  learned  judge  ;  their  industry 
produces  analogous  cases  for  considera- 
tion, and    aids  in   every  respect.     The 
greater  the  learning,  the  more  enlightened 
the  intellect  of  the  judge,  the  more  anxious 
is  he  to  have  this  assistance  afforded  to 
him.     But,  by  the  measure  proposed,  the 
tribunal  upon  which  erery  thing  is  to  Umi, 
the  court  which  is  to  decide  the  diilicult 
question  of  law,  on  which  the  justice  of 
the  particular  case,  and  the  rights  of  the 
parties  depends,  is  to  do  it  without  hear- 
ing the  argument  of  counsel ;  without  any 
discussion  before  them,  public  or  private, 
they  are  to  proceed,  upon  the  mere  light 
of  their  own  understanding,  without  any 
aid  whatever.     Thus  it  is  that  the  rights 
of  parties  are  to  be  dealt  with,  under  this 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  regula- 
tion.   The  phiintift^  or  pursuer,  who  has 
the  choice  of  his  tribunal,  by  the  act  of 
the  court,  without  argument,"  or  protest, 
or  appeal,  to  have  the  court  be  has  chosen 
chaaged  x*'—  *-*-      In  the  same  manner, 
botlrpar'  ubjected  to  have  the 

•ta  eir  intervention — to 

^th  the  case  so  stated 


delivered  in  private,  and  by  judges 
have  heard  no  argument,  or  any  disci 
on  the  subject.     Is  it  possible  mor 
tirely  to  subvert  every  sound  and  rec 
principle  of  jurisprudence  on  the  si 
of  judicature ;  and  is  it  possible  that 
a  regulation  can  be  allowed  to  com 
— Sir,  in  the  consideration  which  I 
long,  frequently,  and  repeatedly  best 
on  this  subject,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
as  the  court  of  session  is  to  be  formci 
two  chambers,  a  very  simple  regul 
would  attain  all  the  effect  meant  t 
got  by  the  institution,  on  which  I 
been  observing,   without  violating 
principles  which  should  uniformly  gf 
in  all  judicial  establishments;    wTii 
would,  at  the   same  time,   be   att( 
with   many    other   most    important 
prorements  in  the  system. — I  rcadih 
mit,  that  it  maybe  very  difficult  to  sc 
uniformity  in  the  law,  where  there  i: 
thing  to  connect  the  court,  and  th:. 
two  tribunals  or  divisions  of  the  c 
about  to  be  established,   w^ould,  wii 
mutual  communication,  in  the  end,  a 
different   principles    of   decision,    ui 
there  were  some  mode  of  communico 
upon  and  discussing  the  same  points 
some  corrective  power  by  the  one  trib 
over  the  acts  of  the  other.     It  is  to  be 
served,  that  in  the  court  of  session,  as 
constituted,  there  is  a  mode  of  re-lica 
a  cause,  after  a  decision  or  interlocutc 
the  Court  has  been  pronounced,  by  v 
is  called- 'a  reclaiming  petition.'     [ 
mode,  now  that  there  is  but  one  conn 
the  (wifly  course  of  proceeding  that  cai 
ado^^ted';    but  it  is  necessarily  atten 
with  a  most  grievous  defect  in  the  judi 
system,  being  an  ^ppc^l  ab  eodem  adeinn 
from  the  same  court  to  the  same  cti 
Now,  is  it  nbt  most  extraordinary, 
when  thi  means  is  obtained,  by  the  c! 
siort  df  the  c6urt  into  two  chambers,  to 
rid  of  the  same  tribunal  judging  the  s: 
case  over  again,  that  the  proceeding, 
reclaiming  petition,  for  any  thing  < 
tained  in  this  bill,  is  left  where  it  \ 
So  that  if  a  suit  shall  be  commcncetl 
the  court  of  the  prcj^ident,  and  either  |k 
discontented  with  the  interlocutor,  or 
crce,  the  same  court  or  division  is  to  \ 
it  over  again.     If,  instead  of  Iravint^ 
without  any  regulation,  and  perm  it  tin  ^^ 
reclaimini*  petition  thus  to  make  the  s« 
tnbunni   revise  its  previous  ju(fL::iu*nt 
had  been  enacted,  that  tht.'  rc»  l.iiininir 
titron  should  carry  the  review  to  the  oi 
tribunjtf.      That   is,   if  a  judj^^ment   | 
3Z 
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notinced  in  the  president's  court,  had 
been  carried  by  reclaimin^etition  to  the 
court  of  the  justice-clerk,  and  a  judgment 
of  the  justice-clerk's  court  carried  by  re- 
claiming petition  to  that  of  the  president's 
court,  the  one  would  have  acted  as  a  court 
of  review  upon  the  other.  And  thus  the 
parties  would  have  the  judgment  of  all  the 
wisdom,  of  both  courts.  The  satisfaction 
arising  from  this  would  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  stop  farther  litigation — ^Appeals 
to  the  house  of  lords  would  thus  gradually 
diminish — the  incongruity  of  an  appeal  ab 
€odem  ad  eundan  would  be  got  rid  of;  and 
the  law,  by  being  thus  liable  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  same  cause  by  both  tribu- 
nals, would  be  kept  uniform.  This  I  con- 
ceive to  be  a  matter  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, and  extremely  fit  for  further 
regulation  by  parliament.  Nor  can  it  be 
said  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  would 
deprive  the  party  of  the  tribunal  which  he 
had  originally  chosen.  It  might  as  well 
be  said,  that  introducing  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  (as  a  court  of  error)  into  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  England  would  change  the 
tribunal  where  a  writ  of  error  is  brought. 
In  this  country  (England)  when  a  party 
institutes  his  action  at  law,  he  has  it  in 
his  choice  to  commence  it  in  any  of  the 
three  courts  (with  the  exception  of  real 
actions  which  need  not  now  be  entered 
into),  in  the  King's-bench,  Common  Pleas, 
or  Exchequer.  But  it  never  could  be  said, 
that  when  an  action  is  commenced  in  the 
Xing' s-bench,  that  if  the  losing  party  car- 
ries it  to  the  Exchequer-chamber,  the  tri- 
bunal originally  chosen  is  changed  against 
the  will  and  without  the  consent  of  him 
who  chose  it.  A  tribunal  cannot  be  said 
to  be  changed  when  it  is  appealed  from  : 
but  if  the  judges  of  the  King's-bench  were 
authorised  to  refer  the  law  ofa  case  brought 
before  them  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  to  receive  the  law  from  that 
tribunal,  and  were  to  be  influenced  by  and 
to  act  on  that  opinion,  then  the  tribunal 
would  be  changed  without  the  consent,  nay 
against  the  consent  of  the  plaintifl^  who 
had  selected,  as  he  was  entitled  to  select, 
the  king's  bench  to  judge  his  case  in  t])e 
first  instance.  But  if  the  losing  party  car- 
ried his  case  by  writ  of  error  to  the  supe- 
rior tribunal,  thai  would  be  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  power,  not  a  change  to  a  co-ordinate 
couft.  In  the  same  manner,  the  regula- 
tion which  I  propose  would  be  an  appeal 
to  another  or  reviewing  tribunal,  and  would 
not  be  a  change  of  court  without  or  against 
the  consent  of  the  party. — I  now  come  to 


that  part  of  the  subject  which  I  conceive  to 
be  by  far  the  most  important  improvement 
that  can  be  made  in  Scots  judicature,  next 
to  the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury.  I 
mean  the  manner  in  which  decided  cases  are 
reported,  in  what  are  called  in  this  country 
reports,  in  Scotland  decisions.  This  sub- 
ject, important  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  has 
formed  no  part  of  any  bill  yet  brought 
forward,  ana  has  never,  as  far  as  I  know, 
received  any  public  discussion  any  whe^e. 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  thought 
repeatedly  and  anxiously ;  and  after  con- 
sidering it  in  every  point  of  view,  I  can 
see  no  objection  whatever  to  the  regula- 
tion which  I  am  about  to  suggest,  and 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  carry  into 
effect,  by  moving  to  insert  it  as  one  of  the 
matters  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
and  report  of  the  commissioners.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  there  can  be  the  least 
objection  to  its  introduction  in  that  way,  be- 
cause directing  the  inquiry  concludes  no- 
thing ;  and  it  must  be  a  great  advantage 
to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
missioners a  matter  so  very  important,  and 
what  might  not  otherwise  be  considered 
by  them  as  a  subject  with  respect  to  which 
they  are  authorised,  by  any  general  words 
in  the  bill,  to  examine  and  report.  But 
before  I  enter  upon  the  merits  of  this  most 
material  question,  I  wish  to  obviate  an  ob- 
jection which  I  am  aware  will  be  made  to 
my  amendment.  I  know  it  will  be  said> 
that  what  regards  the  mode  of  reporting 
cases,  or  collecting  decisions,  is  a  matter 
for  the  court  to  regulate  by  rules  of  court, 
(in  Scotland  called  acts  of  sederunt.)  To 
this  I  answer,  that  the  commissioners  are 
directed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  respect- 
ing matters  which  are  equally  the  subject 
of  acts  of  sederunt.  It  appears,  by  the 
recital  in  the  fifth  page  of  the  bill,  that  the 
commissioners  are  to  inquire  into  the  forms 
of  process ;  and  it  is  enacted  in  the  sixth 
page,  that  they  should  report  in  what 
manner  the  forms  of  process  might  be  im- 
proved, and  the  particular  matters,  niany 
of  which  might  be  regulated  by  acts  of 
sederunt,  are  there  specified. — What  I 
shall  propose,  therefore,  is  only  adding 
one  further  head  of  inquiry  to  those  al- 
ready inserted  of  a  similar  nature,  to  en- 
able the  legislature  to  jud^^,  with  full  in- 
formation, obtained  from  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  of  a  subject  which  cannot 
fail  to  appear  to  be  one  of  great  impor- 
tance.— ^But,  besides,  sir,  as  the  court  is 
now  constituted,  and  as  it  will  remain  con- 
stituted even  after  this,  bill  passes  into  a 
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law,  I  despair,  without  the  authoritative 
inteirention  of  the  legislature,  of  seeing 
any  thing  done  on  this  subject.     Although 
the  court  is  divided  into  two  chambers,  for 
the   purpose   of  dispensing  justice,   the 
power  of  making  acts  of  sederunt,  or  rules 
of  court,  is  still  to  remain  with  the  whole 
body  of  fifteen  Judt^es  acting  together  for 
that  purpose  ;    so  that  there  is  no  power 
given   to  each  chamber  or   division    of 
making  rules  for  itself.     I  am  not  discuss- 
ing whether  this  is  right  or  wrong,  but 
shewing  that,  if  the  mode  of  reporting 
which  1  have  to  propose  has  been  viewed 
with  any  prejudice  by  the  court  of  session 
heretofore,  it  is  probable  that  that  preju- 
dice will  continue  to  operate.     But,  oe- 
sides  this,  it  is  very  material  to  know, 
that  the  system  of  reporting  which  I  pro- 
pose to  recommend  for  introduction,  has, 
in  fact,  been  already  attempted,  and  has 
been  suppressed  by  the  court  of  session. — 
A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Bell,  who 
showed  himself  highly  qualified  for  the 
business,  whose  reports  are  universally 
allowed  to  be  most  accurate,  did  commence 
reporting  the  opinions  of  the  judges  in- 
dividually.     But  his   reports   were  for- 
bidden, by  the  court  of  session,  to  be  cited 
as  authority  in  that  court ;  and,  by  this 
means,  after  having  acquired  great  reputa- 
tion, Mr.  Bell  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
pursuit.      I  do  not  mention  this  with  a 
view  to  find  fault  with  the  acts  of  the 
court ;  they  may  have  been  influenced  by 
a  sense  of  duty  in  protecting  the  regularly 
appointed  collectors  of  decisions.     But  1 
mention  it  as  a  most  important  fact,  to 
show  the  opinion  of  the  court  upon  such  a 
subject,  and  to  satisfy  the  house  that,  with- 
out the  interposition  of  parliament,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected,  but  that  the  same  body 
will  continue  the  same  prejudices,  or  act, 
if  you  will,  firom  the  same  sense  of  duty  as 
they  did  before.    There  is  nothing  that  I 
can  see  to  change  their  mind ;  for  the  ob- 
jection of  the  court  does  not  arise  to  this 
mode  of  reporting,  irom  their  strictness  in 
refusing  information,  unless  it  is  known  to 
come  from  sources  of  established  authority 
only.    On  the  contrary,  the  court  of  ses- 
sion is  very  liberal  in  that  respect.    But 
Mr.  Bell's  reports  (and  his  fidelity  and 
ftccaracy  was  never  doubted)  gave  the 
opinion  of  each  judse  in  detail,  a  thing  to 
which  the  court  had  not  been  accustom- 
ed, and  which  they  disliked.    Now,  sir, 
this  is  exactly  what  I  am  anxious  to  have 
introdoced  into  the  judicial  system  of  Scot- 
ia' >f  the  most  important  regttla- 
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tions  which    can   be    devised;    w 
which,  their  law  never  can  be  impr 
or  their  judicial  conduct  reach  the  p( 
tion  of  which  it  is  capable.— The  g 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  specitical 
detail  and  in  substance,  with  accuracy 
correctness,    in   the   reports   of   de< 
cases,  goes  a  greater  way  to  scour 
anxious  and  accurate  discharge  of  tli 
dicial  iiinction  than  almost  any  othe 
gulation  that  can   be  made.     Whti 
words  of  a  judge  are  to  be  forgott* 
soon  as  spoken,  when  there  is  to  b 
written  memorial  of  what  he  haa 
one  great  incitement  to  accuracy  an 
tention  is  removed;   when  on  the  c 
hand,  his  words  and  opinions  arc  su 
be  recorded,  to  the  desire  of  distinguis 
himself  for  the  moment,  before  the  bar 
bystanders,  is  added  that  most  powert 
all  incitements  to  human  exertion,  to 
ed  in  a  propensity  deeply  planted  ir 
breast  of  every  man  who  is  actuate^ 
an  honourable  and  honest  ambition 
desire  of  having  his  name  and  reputi 
handed  down  to  posterity.    When  ju. 
are  to  have  their  opinions  thus  set  fort 
the  public  in  printed  volumes,  which 
to  be  the  authority  for  future  judgm< 
it  insures  due  and  deliberate  considers 
of  what  they  are  to  say,  and  checks 
tendency  tp  looseness  of  thought,  dt 
of  information,  or  inaccuracy  m  deh 
ing  what  has  been  deliberately  and  j 
viously  considered.     But  the  mode  oi 
porting  decisions  of  the  court  of  sess 
gives  no  security  for  any  thing  of  the  s 
—This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  collector 
decisions,  who  are  always  gentlemen  c 
certain  number  of  years  standing  at 
bar,  well  qualified  no  doubt  for  the  i 
charge  of  that  or  any  other  duty,  be 
chosen  by  the  faculty  of  advocates  f( 
among  their  own  body.     I  mean  no  rell 
tion  on  them,  nor  do  1  mean  any  reflect 
on  the  court ;  I  am  discussing  natural 
feds,  arising  firom  natural  causes,  with 
fi«edom  which  the  subject  requires, 
which  this  place  admits;  but  1  trust  I 
doing  so  in  strict  conformity  to  whii 
promised  at  the  outset,  that  I  am  stal 
my  views  of  the  subject  in  a  manner  stn^ 
judicial,   and   without   any    tendencv 
eagemcsrf  of  debate.— In  Scotland  the 
cisions  consist  of  an  abridgement  of  the 
guments  on  each  side,   taken  from 
printed  papers  in  the  cause.    This  is 
lowed  by  the  interlocutor  or  judgmen 
the  court,  which  is  usually  comprisec 
one  short  sentence ;  but  not  one  won 
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given  of  what  the  judges  deliver  as  the 
grounds  of  law  on  which  the  interlocutor  is 
jounded.  When  these  decisions  are  to  be  ap- 
plied, therefore,  there  is  no  way  by  which 
the  opinion  of  the  court  is  to  be  collected. 
You  can  only  guess  that  the  best  argu- 
ments, afforded  by  the  side  which  prevails, 
were  probably  the  grounds  of  determina- 
tion adopted   by  the  court;    but  it'  the 
court  went  on  diflerent  grounds,  the  deci- 
sions contain  nothing  to  show  it     When 
the  court  is  divided,  nothing  appears  to 
show  the  division;  there  is  no  appreciating 
in  such  a  case  the  value  of  the  decision, 
by  the  weight  of  the  reasoning,,  or  the 
character  of  the  judges  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.     When  the  cases  come  to  the 
court  of  appeal,  the  opinions  of  the  judges 
below  (which  are  now  always  asked  for)  are 
only  to  be  had  from  notes  ill  taken  by  per- 
sons- who,  from  want  of  habit  in  taking 
them,  for  reports  to  be  published,  are  not 
possessed  of  the  art  of  taking  notes.     In 
one  recent  instance,  indeed,  the  notes  of 
the  judges  speeches  have  been  revised  by 
themselves,  and  printed  (in  the  late  case 
respecting  the  augmentation  of  ministers' 
stipends) ;  but  this  has  been  very  rare,  and 
is  not  generally  practicable,a8  the  judges, 
even  if  they  were  inclined  to  it,  have  not 
always  time  for  it.     What  I  wish,  there- 
fore, is,  that  some  plan  should  be  suggested 
by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  which 
may  induce  the  legislature  to  put  an  end 
to  the  present  system  of  reporting  in  Scot- 

.  land,  and  to  put  it  on  the  footing  on  which 
it  has  always  stood  in  this  country. — From 
the  period  of  tlie  year-books  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  from  the  reigns  of  the  Henrys 
and  the  Edwards,  to  the  publication  of  the 
last  number  of  the  Term  Reports,  it  has  been 
the  constant  and  invariable  course  to  givte 
the  bpinions  of  all  the  judees,  when  they 
delivered  their  opinions  sertaiitn,  or  to  give 
the  solemn  judgment  of  the  chief  when  he 
delivers  the  opinion  of  all  the  court.  It 
is  this  habit  smd  custom  which  has  not 
only  served  to  form  the  character  of  Eng- 
lish judges  and  English  courts,  but  it  is 
this  which  has  been  the  means  of  unfold- 
ing the  great  and  leading  maxims  of  the 
law,  of  illustrating  and  confirming  them^ 
and  handing  them  down  from  age  to  age,  so 
as  to  trace  them  with  certainty  to  the  text 
amhors;  enabling  us  thus  to  confirm  their 
doctrines  and    principles,    or  to  correct 

'  them,  and  has  thereby  fixed  the  law  of 
England  upon  sure  unalterable  princi- 
ples; and  thus  the  reports  of  English 
cfuses  are  calculated  at  once  to  iatorm 
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the  mind  of  the  student,  refresh  the  re- 
collection of  the  practising  lawyer,  to  give 
certainty  to  the  law,  and  security  to 
our  civil  rights.  These  topics  have  been 
often  dwelt  upon  by  those  whose  pur* 
suits  have  led  them  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject. But  it  has  been  more  ably  un- 
folded by  a  noble  friend  of  mine,  in  his 
preface  to  the  reports  of  the  cases  decided 
in  the  Court  of  King's-bench,  in  the  time 
of  lord  Mansfield,  than  by  any  other  wri- 
ter on  the  law  whatever — I  mean  lord 
Glenbervie.  We  are  all,  sir,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  excellence  of  his  reports 
on  subjects  materially  cobnected  with  a 
most  important  branch  of  the  duties  of 
this  house.  But  his  reports  of  the  deci- 
sions of  election  committees  are  not  more 
eminent  in  their  line  than  his  law  reports 
are  in  theirs.  I  am  sure  I  do  not  go  be- 
yond what  all  the  persons  of  the  pro* 
fession  of  the  law,  now  listening  to  me, 
and  the  bar  and  bench  throughout,  will 
support  me  in,  when  I  say,  that  that  work, 
in  all  its  parts,  stands  as  high  in  reputation 
as  the  most  eminent  reports  in  the  law  of 
England,  and  that  the  preface  to  that 
work,  which  gives  the  history  and  efiect  of 
law  reports  in  England,  is  most  accurate 
in  its  details,  and  most  sound  in  its  con« 
elusions.  Every  part  of  that  preface  ia, 
for  this  purpose,  well  worth  perusing.  It 
shews  that  the  voluntary  acts  of  indfividuals 
who,  like  himself  from  time  to  time  under- 
took the  duty,  were  subsequently  sanc- 
tioned by  the  court ;  and  that  the  law  has 
been,  by  this  means,  preserved  and  im- 
proved. But  my  purpose  in  referring  to 
it  now  is,  to  shew  the  effect  which,  ac- 
cording to  his  account,  it  has  had  in  form- 
ing the  law  of  England. — Lord  Glenbervie 
says,  in  his  preface  to  the  King's-bench 
Reports,  '  The  immediate  province  of  the 
'  courts  of  justice  is,  to  administer  the  law 
^  in  particular  cases.  But  it  is  equally  a 
'  branch  of  their  duty,  and  one  of  still 
'  greater  importance  to  the  community,  to 
'  expound  the  law  they  administer,  upon 
'  such  principles  of  argument  and  construc<« 
'  tion  as  may  furnish  rules  which  shall  go* 
'  vern  in  all  similar  or  analogous  cases.^-^ 
'  Such  are  the  various  modifications  .of 
'  which  property  are  susceptible,  so  bound-* 
*  less  the  diversity  of  relations  which  may 
'  arise  in  civil  life>  so  infinite  the  possible 
'  combinations  of  events  andcircumstancesj 
'  that  they  elude  the  power  of  enomeration, 
'  and  are  beyond  the  reach  of  human  fore- 
'  sight.  A  moment's  reflection,  therefore, 
'  serves  to  evince,  tiiat  il  would  be  impos-* 
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*  sible,  by  positive  aiid  direct  Legislative 

*  authority,  apecially  to  provide  for  every 
'  particular  case  which  may  happen. 
'  Hence  it  has  been  found  expedient  to 

*  entrust  to  the  wisdom  and  experience  of 

*  Judges,  the  power  of  deducine,  from  the 
'  more  general  proposition  ofr  the  law, 
'  such  necessary  corollaries  as  shall  appear, 
'  though  not  expressed   in  words,  to  be 

*  within  their  intent  and  meaning.  De- 
'  ductions  thus  formed  and  established  in 
'  the  adjudication  of  particular  causes,  be- 
'  come,  in  a  manner,  part  of  the  text  of 
'  the    law.    Succeeding   judges    receive 

*  them  as  such,  and,  in  general,  consider 

*  themselves  as  bound  to  adhere  to  them 
'  no  less  strictly  than  to  the  express  dic- 
<  tates  of  the  legislature.' — ^The  doctrine 
here  maintained  relates  to  reports  which 
coutain  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  with 
names  of  each  judge  prefixed  to  what  he 
is  reported  to  have  said  on  Uie  question  ; 
and  it  is  to  these  opinions,  so  reported, 
that  so  much  respect  is  paid.  Those  are 
the  opinions  which  succeeding  jmlges 
'  receive  as  text  law,  and  to  which  they 
'  consider  themselves  bound  to  adhere,  no 

*  less  strictly  than  to  the  express  dictates 

*  of  the  legislature.'— A  nation  where  the 
judicial  habit  has  been  thus  formed  and 
fixed,  cannot  fail  to  have  advanced  as 
near  to  certainty  and  perfection  in  the 
distribution  of  justice  as  human  nature  is 
capable  of.  To  impress  this  view  of  the 
subject,  so  instrumental  in  forming  the  ju- 
dicial character,  so  well  adapced  to  fix  the 
principles  of  law,  and  so  important'to  sub- 
stantial justice,  I  wish  to  add  the  eminent 
authority  of  sir  William  Blackstone  to  that 
of  lord  Glcnbervie  ;  an  authority  which 
is  now  canonized  by  daath,  for,  you  know, 
sir,  that  by  the  rules  of  our  courts,  you 
canaot  quote  a  living  person  as  a  text  au- 
thority. In  the  first  volume  of  his  com- 
nentaries,  sir  William  Blackstone  says  : 

*  The  decisions  of  our  courts  are  held  in 
'  the  highest  regard,  and  are  not  only  pre- 
'  served  as  authentic  records,  but  are 
'  handed  to  us  in  the  ReporU,  which  form 

*  the  lawyer's  library.  These  Reports  con- 
'  tain  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  and 

*  Che  reasons  which  the  court  gave  for  its 
'  judgment,  taken  down  in  short  notes,  by 
'pemns  present  at  the  determination. 
'  Besides  the  reporters,  there  are  the  an- 
'  cient  writers  on  the  law,  from  GHinville 

'  to  lord  Coke,  all  which  Ibmis  the  chief ! 

*  ONiier-stone  of  the*lawsof  Engknd.prr-  ' 
*"<j|yd4n  our  recot-ds,  evplamed  in  ovr  | 
'  DlfMb  aad  digeated  in  the  authoritaiive 


'  writings  of  ihe  memorable  sages  < 
'  law.' — ^Blackstone    here    explains 
mode  in  which  the  reports  are  made, 
shews  the  reliance  which  is  place 
them,  and  the  eiieci.  which  they  have 
in  forming,  iliethodiaing,  and  confir 
the  law  of  England.     1   hope  I  am 
guilty  of  any  disregard  or  want  of  at 
ment  to  the  country  to  which  I  belom 
shewing  great  anxiety  and  extraordi 
earnestness  to  extend  to  that  count 
system  which  has  been  attended  with 
real  solid  benefit  in  this  country,  and 
I  am  not  deceived  by  an  unjust  and 
tial    leaning  to  the  institutions   of 
country,  in  which   I  have  contracted 
legal  habits,  and  fnrmed  my  professi 
opinions,  when  I  consider  that  the  n 
used  here  is  calculated   to  promote 
serve  all  the  great  objects  to  which  I  \ 
so  often  alluded.     Namely,  responsibi 
in  judges  for  what  they  say,  as  we  I 
what  tiiey  do,  correctness  of  judicial  c 
racter,  great  previous  consideration  of 
subject,  and  due  attention  to  the  mod« 
delivery  ;    these  are  its   effects  on 
judges.    As  to  the  law,  it  affords  a  c 
tain  means  of  discovering  the  princt| 
*'  of  decision  in  the  particular  case  ;  of 
certaining  the  grounds  of.  difference  wh 
the    court    is   divided  ;    of  appreciate 
the  value  of  different  opinions  or  juc 
ments  which  may  have  taken  place, 
is  the   grand  and  principal  source  a 
fountain  of  the  law,  and  affords  a  si 
and  certain  mode  of  ascertaining  it  at  t 
time,  of  fixing  it,  and  handing  it  down 
posterity.    It    is    from    those   volunta 
acts  of  reporting  by  individuals  that  t 
law  of  this  country  has  derived  the  mc 
extraordinary  advantages.    It  is    to  tl 
liberal  encouragement  thus  given  by  i 
judges  of  England  to  the  efforts  of  indii 
duals,  that  we  are  indebted   for  the   r 
ports  by  which   lord  chief  justice  Dy 
and  sir  £dward  Coke  Miriched  the  law 
England,  and  that  we  have  such  justm 
morials  of  the  decisions  of  lord  Holt  ai 
lord  Mansfield. — ^All  this,  as  I  have  ji 
said,  has  been  the  result  of  the  voluntai 
acts  of   individuals  who  have    addict 
themselves  to  thi«  pursuit,  and  it  has  be< 
fortunate  for  England  that  such  perso 
existed ;  for  their  labours,  without  ar 
establishment  for  the  purpose,  sanctiotn 
by  the  subsequent    approbation  of   tl 
courts,  where  their  reports  have  been  r 
ceivrd  as  authentic  evidence  of  judici 
opinions,  has  attained  the  end. — It  may  I 
thought  by  some,  indeed,  that  an  estub  lis 
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ment  would  have  aided  these^  exertions. 
But  in  England  it  appears  that  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state  was  not  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  particular  set  of  prejudices  from 
obstructing  the  voluntary  labour  of  indivi- 
duals  in  this  great  work  of  public  judicial 
utility. — It  is  not  so,  however,  in  Scotland. 
There  are  many  persons  of  high  authority 
there  who  may  be  unwilling  to  have  it  set 
about  at  all ;  and  it  is  very  unlikely,  espe- 
cially after  what  happened  to  Mr.  Bell's 
reports,  that  an  individual  will  again  at- 
tempt reporting  upon  this  plan.     To  re- 
move aR  those  difficulties,  1  should  think 
it  advisable  to  counteract  the  prejudices 
of  the  court  by  legislative  authority ;  and 
to  provide  most  minutely  and  particularly 
for  all  the  means  of  accomplishing  a  sys- 
tem of  reporting  in  the  most  perfect  man- 
ner, instead  of  collecting  decisions  in  the 
present  form,  where  the  opinions  of  the 
Judges,  as  I  have  said,  are  never  given,  but 
only  the  mere  words  of  the  interlocutor 
or  decree. — There  ought  to  be  an  institu- 
tion of  short  hand  writers  to  take  notes  of 
the  arguments  of  counsel,  and  the  opinions 
of  the   judges ;    these,  when  translated 
from  the  short-hand,  should  be  delivered 
over  to  the  collectors  of  decisions,  an  in- 
stitution which  might  thus  be  rendered 
very  useful,   to  methodize  and   abridge, 
and  give  them  legal  shape,  form,  and  cor- 
rectness.     In    extraordinary    cases,    the 
judges  themselves  might  revise  and  cor- 
rect the  account  of  their  opinions.     Such 
an  establishment,  under  proper  regulations 
(not  necessary  to  detail,  but  easily  con- 
ceived) would  soon  alter  the  whole  tone  of 
judicial  proceeding.     Solemnity  in  judg- 
ment would  become  the  characteristic  of 
the  court,  and  the  cases  in -which  there 
had  been  a  division  of  opinion  on  the 
bench  would  become  the  most  authentic 
and  useful  sources  of  legal  information. 
Uniformity  of  decision  would  be  secured 
from  age  to  age,  and  the  fluctuation  of 
judgment  and  of  law,  so  much  complained 
of  as  to  Scotland,  would  be  gradually 
cured. — Sir,  I  shall  trouble  the  house  no 
longer  on  this  important  subject.    There 
are  many  material  parts  of  the  bill,  and 
many  topics  relating  to  the  general  mea7 
sure  on  which  I  have  liot  touched  at  all, 
not  because  I  had  not  much  to  observe 
upon  them,  but  because  the  period  of  the 
session,  the  state  of  attendance,  and,  above 
all,  a  determination  to  avoid  all  eagerness 
of  agitation,  by  getting  into  topics  where  it^ 
would  have  been  impossible  to  avoid  com- 
parison with  another  measure,  (lord  Gren- 


ville's,)  has  made  me  avoid  them.  I  am 
happy  in  having  had  the  opportunity  of 
delivering  myself  on  this  subject,  so  inte- 
resting to  the  country  to  which  I  belong, 
and  of  course  so  interesting  to  me.'  I  can 
make  no  return  to  that  country,  which  has 
shewn  me  much,  very  much  kindness,  but 
by  testifying,  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  iJbaX  I  am  devoted  to  hs  best  inte- 
rests ;  that  I  do  my  utmost  to  understand 
them,  and  am  anxious  to  make  them  the 
subject  of  public  discussion  and  considera- 
tion. I  have  to  return  you,  sir,  and  the 
few  gentlemen  present,  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  very  kind  and  flattering  attention 
with  which  you  and  they  have  honoured 
me.  I  shall  only  add,  that  when  you  come 
to  the  part  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Commissioners,  I  shall  move 
an  amendment  on  the  subject  which  I 
have  last  discussed,  as  an  instruction  for 
the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into,  and  re- 
port as  to  the  collecting  of  decisions.  I 
trust,  sir,  that  both  in  the  nature  of  my 
motion,  and  in. the  manner  in  which  I 
have  addressed  the  house,  I  have  per- 
formed the' promise  I  made  at  the  outset^ 
and  that  I  haive  persevered  throughout,  in 
a  temperate  and  candid  discussion  of  this 
grave  and  interesting  subject. 

In  page  11,  line  34,  of  the  bill,  afler  the 
word  '  Sessions,'  Mr.  Adam  moved  to  in- 
sert the  following  words :  "  And  whereas 
it  would  be  expedient,  that  proper  regula- 
tions should  be  made  for  the  reporting 
the  decisions  of  the  respective  Chambers, 
with  the  opinions  which  the  Judges  de- 
liver in  pronouncing  those  decisions,  and  to 
make  proper  regulations  respecting  them." 
If  this  recital  had  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Adam  had  prepared  an  enacting  clause  to 
answer  it ; .  but  this  motion  being  nega- 
tived, it  was  not  competent  to  him  to  move 
the,  enacting  part. — ^Afler  a  few  words 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  in 
support  of  the  bill,  it  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMOIfS. 

Saiurday,  June  25. 

[Mr.  Palmbr's  Claim.]  The  Chancellor 
qftia  Exchequer  stated,  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  biU«  .  A  communication  had 
been  made  to  hioa,  that  it  was  not  the  wish 
of  Mr.  Palmer  that  any  ftirther  step  should, 
at  present,  be  taken  on  it,  Uierelore, 
agreeably  to  what  he  had  said  last  night» 
he  should  not  proceed  further  in  the  bul. 
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Monday,  June  27. 

[Appropriation  Act.]     On  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  took  occasion  to 
reprobate  the  manner  in  which,  of  late 
years,  grants  of  money  were  brought  be- 
lore  their  lordships,  and  which  went  to 
deprive  their  lordships  of  all  power  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  such  grants. 
These  grants  were  made  part  of  the  Appro- 
priation act ;  and  as  their  lordships  could 
make  no  alteration  in  the  act  without  dis- 
turbing the  arrangement  of  the  supplies 
for  the  public,  they  were  therefore  debar- 
red from  making  any  amendment  at  all  in 
the  present  act.  This  act  contained  the 
grant  to  the  college  of  Maynooth,  and 
another  of  1,500,000/.  to  the  East  India 
company.  He  thought  these  two  grants 
ought  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
two  distinct  bills^  that  they  might  be  dis- 
cussed on  their  respective  merits.  Above 
all,  were  their  lordships  prepared  to  con- 
cur in  the  grant  of  the  latter  sum,  without 
z  tittle  of  information  before  the  house  to 
shew  the  fairness  and  propriety  of  such  a 
grant  ?  Were  their  lordships'  hands  thus 
to  be  tied  up  respecting  such  important 
matters,  they  might  as  well  close  their 
doors,  for  surely  that  house  would  then 
have  become  useless,  and  as  such,  must 
utterly  sink  in  the  estimation  of  the  coun- 
try. His  lordship  could  not  suffer  this 
item  to  be  proceeded  in  without  some  in- 
formation. He  should  therefore  move, 
**  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  commons, 
requesting  the  Kepoi't  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany.'* 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said,  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance,  and  that  the  affairs 
of  the  East  India  company  ought  to  be 
inquired  into ;  for  such  was  their  manage- 
ment, that  he  believed  it  would  be  better 
for  this  country  that  the  East  India  com- 
pany should  lose  their  possessions  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe  altogether ;  and  it 
might  be  desirable  th^t  such  an  event 
should  happen  soon,  rather  than  increase 
our  grants  of  large  sums  of  the  public 
money. 

Lora  Hawkesbwy  contended,  that  in  res- 
pect to  the  grant  made  to  Maynooth 
college,  nothing  had  been  done  upon 
this  occasion,  but  what  the  legislature  had 
done  with  regard  to  former  grants  of  this 
nature  to  the  same  college.  When  the 
last  grant  was  voted  by  the  house  of  com- 
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mons,  it  was  incorporated  in  the  App 
ation  act,  and  if  there  was  no  object! 
that  time,  he  did'  not  perceive  wi 
should  have  been  included  in  a  sej 
bill  at  this  time.     The  principle  of  iv 
eluding  in  such  a  bill  such  grants  as  i 
have  a  tendency,  to  cause  their  lord 
dissent  to  the  bill  altogether,  was  one  v 
ought  to  be  attended  to,  and  had  been 
sidered  in  Mr.  Palmer's  case.    The  j 
made  to  the  East  India  company  w: 
respect  to  what  was  due  to  them, 
should  not  enter  at  large  into  the  mer 
the  observations  made  by  the  noble 
whether  we  had  not  better  be  deprive 
these  possessions  altogether,  but  shouU 
give  his  assent  to  the  motion  now  b( 
the  house.    . 

Lord  Holland  did  not  wish  to  prot 
the  present  discussion,  but  he  mustobsc 
that  if  the  house  were  thus  to  be  tree 
if  they  were  thus  to  proceed  without 
cessary  information,  they  had  better  ; 
their  doors  at  once  than  be  degradec 
the  public  estimation. — ^The  motion 
then  negatived  without  a  division. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  The  1 
of  Buckinghamshire,  previous  to  their  li 
ships  entering  into  any  discussion  u 
this  bill,  moved,  "  That  a  Return  be  m 
of  all  the  benefices  in  the  kingdom  of  4< 
and  upwards,  distinguishing  those  wh 
the  incumbent  was  not  resident  either  th 
months  at  one  time,  or  four  months  at 
parate  times." 

Lord  Harrofwby  opposed  the  motion, 
it  then  stood,  and  proposed  an  amendrae 
omitting  the  words  '  distinguishing  thos 
and  in  that  shape  he  had  no  incluiation 
oppose  the  motion. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  represei 
ed  the  great  difficulty  which  would  atte 
any  attempt  to  gain  the  desired  inform 
tion. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  expressed  his  concii 
rence  in  the  motion  as  proposed  by  tl 
noble  earl ;  after  which  the  house  divider 
Contents  ]  6 ;  Non-contents  28.  Majori 
against  the  motion  12. 

The  Bishop  of  London  then  rose,  ai 
stated  that  he  trusted  the  house  would  e 
cuse  any  omission  he  might  make  in  d 
liver'mg  his  sentiments;  for  he  felt  tl 
pressure  of  great  age  and  bodily  infirmit 
It  would  become  him,  in  the  best  maim 
he  could,  to  give  to  the  house  the  reaso 
which  had  led  to  the  introduction  of  tj 
present  bill,  and  then  to  give  a  descripti* 
of  the  provisions  contained  therein.  Th< 
lordships  would  take  into  connderati 
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that  evils  had  arisen  in  the  church  on  ac- 
cpunt  of  the  non-residence  of  its  clergy. 
It  was  not  merely  reading  prayers  and 
preaching  on  a  Sunday  which  formed  the 
chief  functions  of  a  clergyman.  Resi- 
dence amongst  the  people  of  a  parish, 
visiting  them  frequently^  praying  with  and 
comforting  the  sick,  instructmg  the  igno* 
rant,  encouraging  the  virtuous,  reproving 
the  vicious,  catechising  the  children,  and 
superintending  the  schools  instituted  for 
their  education,  were  duties  "which  <  more 
immediately  belonged  to  the  office  of  a 
clergyman,  and  more  essentially  promoted 
the  cause  of  religion.  Bat,  to  accomplhli 
this  purpose,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to 
the  means  provided  by  the  present  bill> 
which  was  no  more  than  to  take  from  those 
who  did  nothing,  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  the  curate  who  performed  the  Avhole 
of  the  service  for  which  the  living  itself 
was  at  first  granted.  To  perform  the  se- 
veral duties  he  had  mentioned,  it  was 
highly  proper  that  the  resident  clergyman 
should  possess  that  degree  of  property 
which  would  enable  him  to  appear  with 
yespectability,  and  have  wherewith  to  re- 
lieve, on  particular  occasions,  the  dis- 
tre80es  of  his  indigent  .parishioners.  The 
introdfretion  of  this  bill^  therefore,  became 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  thetrueinterests  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  An  act  passed  in  the  56th 
of  the  present  reign,  granting  to  the  curate 
75/.  per  ann.  and  the  parsonage -housCj  in 
case  of  the  incumbent's  non-residence;  or 
15/.  in  lieu  thereof  if  he  did  reside ;  bnt^, 
if  their  lordships  would  recollect  the  high 
price  of  the  necessaries*  of  life,  if  they 
would  reflect  that  curates  i-n  genera!  were 
men  of  taste  and  literature,  that  the;^  had 
been  accustomed  to  support  a  decent  *ap-' 
peavance  in  the  worM,  that  tfcey  had  been 
brought  up  at  the  university,  and  then,  if 
they  wt>»ld '  a^so'  con^der,  that*  many'  of 
them  }lad  a  wiife,  and'seveil'or  eight  chil- 
dren; whom  they  were  obliged  to  maintain' 
out  of  so  small  a  sakiiy,  he  submitted' to' 
their  opinion,  that  the  situation  of  stiCh;  a 
curate  was  absolute  •  beggary.  Pf  ^he 
were  disposed  to  take  up  their  lordshijDS* 
time,  he  had  it  in  his  power '  to  pourtray 
such  scenes  of  distress  amongst  poor  cu-* 
rates,  as  would  make  a  deep  and  melan- 
choly impression  upon  their  minds.  The 
present  measure  went  to  provide  a  proper 
person  to  reside  in  thos^  parishes  which 
were  deserted  'by  their  incumbents,  where 
the  living  amounted  to  400/.  and  upwards, 
and  to  ftUt^Wi  out  of  that  income,  one-flf^h 


for  the  support  of  that  person,  so  appoint- 
ed, to  do  the  duty.  There  were  many  be- 
nefices of  1,000/.  2,000/.  and  some  of 
S,000/.  a-year,  but  this  provision  of  one- 
fifth  was  adopted  only  till  it  amounted  to 
250/.  a*year.  Now,  it  had  been  said,  that 
the  principle  of  this  bill  was  a  violation  of 
private  property,  and  an  innovation  upon 
the  ecclesittstieal  establishment ;  but,  if  we 
considered  what  had  been  done  by  the  le« 
gislat'ure  in  the  12th  of  queen  Anne,  and 
36th  of  the  present  king,  we  should  be 
convinced  that  such  interference  was  not 
unprecedented.  He  considered  that  the 
living  of  every  incumbent  was  conditional, 
and  the  canons*  of  the  church  and  various 
conventions,  clearly  shewed  that  it  was 
acvording  to  the  ecclesiastical  law,  that 
bishops  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
vrhble  living,  by  taking  it  from  the  incum- 
bent tvho  neglected  to  perform  his  duty, 
and  granting  it  to  another  under  their  own 
appointment.  This  right  of  the  bishops 
interference  had  continued  in  unison  with 
the  ecclesiastical  and  statute  law,  from  the 
time  of  JSdward  3d.,  down  to  the  present 
hour — ^a  period  of  500  years.  Another 
observation  had  been  made,  and  it  con- 
tained a  very  grave  and  serious  charge, 
alleging  that  the  bishops  already  had  too 
much  power,  and  that  they  had  been  guilty 
6f  abuse  in  the  exercise  thereof.  Re  trusted 
that,  no  ohe  wdtild  presume  to  attack  a 
whole  profession,  without  giving  proof  of 
his  assertion.  He  should  not'  believe  the 
accusation,  if  it  were  not  supported  by 
sufficient  proof,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  diffi^cult  to  prodtice  any  satisfactory 
.testimony.  At  the  same  time/  he  was 
anxious  to  better  the  situation  6?  the  cu- 
rates of  this  kingdgm :  the  benefiped  clergy 
would^  do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  been  as 
solicitous  foi*  their'  interest ;  and  he  did 
think  that'thef  success  of  that  bill,  which 
increased  the  livings  of  the  clergy  of  Lon- 
don, was  accfelerated  by  his  exertions,  and 
he  had  received  th^ir  thanks  for  his  con- 
duct in  respjSct  to  that  measui'0.  Thus  far 
be  wsts  induqtld  to  speak  of  his  own  ser- 
vice*, but  f\'(^m  no  other  motive  than  to 
ju^ifyi  his '  cbnduct '  upon  this  occasion. 
With  confideptice  he  felt  himself  drsposed 
to  leave  the  present  hill  to  the  due  consi- 
deration and  wisdom  of  that  house,  as  their 
lordships  would  duly" estimate  its  import- 
ance as  necessary  to  support  the  best  in- 
terests of  relrgion. 

The  Earl  oTMhira  considered  the  argu- 
m^ts  allediged  by  the  right  rev.  jJrelate, 
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in  respect  to  proceeding  upon  this  mea- 
sure, merely  because  the  legislature  inter- 
fering on  a  former  occasion,  in  1796,  as 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  Church.  He 
did  view  this  measure  in  a  different  light 
from  that  rev.  prelate ;  at  the  same  time,  he 
venerated  him  for  his  learning,  and  the 
good  he  had  done  the  country.  But,  pay- 
ing him  that  homage  which  was  due  to 
him  from  every  peer  of  that  house,  he 
could  not  reconcile  the  principles  of  the 
bill  to  his  approbation,  it  was  a  violation 
of  private  property,  and  it  was  to  be  de- 
fended on  this  ground,  that  a  part  of  the 
rector's  income  had  been  apportioned  to 
the  curate  on  a  former  occasion.  Why 
then,  at  a  future  time  another  bill  might 
be  introduced,  founded  upon  the  present, 
to  appropriate  the  whole  of  the  incumbent's 
living  !  Even  the  act  of  1796,  in  his  mind, 
had  been  the  cause  of  considerable  hard- 
ship ;  there  were  livings  as  low  as  100/. 
a-year,  and  yet  75/.  out  of  that  must  be 
paid  to  the  officiating  curate.  He  felt  as 
much  as  any  man  for  the  distressed  situ- 
ation of  poor  curates ;  but  while  we  at- 
tended to  their  relief,  we  should  be  cautious 
of  doing  injury  to  another  class  of  the 
same  profession.  He  was  adverse  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  certainly  should 
give  his  dissent  to  the  measure. 

Lord  Harratdiy  vindicated  the  present 
measure,  as  justified  by  the  laws  of  ancient 
and  modem  times.  There  was  some  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  the  ecclesiastical 
law,  without  any  act  of  the  legislature, 
permitted  the  bishops  to  interfere  with  the 
disposal  of  benefices,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  service  duly  performed.  The 
right  by  which  all  livings  were  held,  he 
contenaed,  was  conditional.  He  argued 
from  the  canons  and  the  statutes  for  cen- 
turies, that  it  bad  always  been  deemed 
the  lawful  right  of  the  bishop  to  appro- 
priate a  part,  and  sometimes  the  whole, 
as  a  remuneration  to  the  resident  and  offi- 
ciating clergyman. 

Viscount  Sidniouth  attributed  the  present 
measure  to  the  reverend  prelate  who  had 
spoken  first  in  debate,  and  he  regretted 
much  that  his  duty  obliged  him  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  one  he  so  highly  esteemed 
and  venerated.  But  he  was  conscien- 
tiously bound  to  declare  that  he  was  ini- 
mical to  the  principle  of  the  present  bill. 
He  could  not  consider  the  relief  given  to 
the  curate  as  permanent ;  the  rector  might 
return  to  perform  his  duty,  and  then  the 
increased  salary  of  the  curate  would  be 
taken  from  him^  and  he  must  return  to  his 

Vol.  XI. 


former  poverty,  which  would  not  be  c 
a  benefit,  but  an  injury,  to  that  clai 
the  profession;  so  that,  on  their  acc< 
he  aid  not  approve  of  the  -measure, 
did  not  perceive  that  any  notice  was  tl 
of  curates  appointed  vy  lay  irapro] 
tors,  who  were  equally  worthy  ol  th< 
tention  of  the  legislature.     He  did' 
know  that  any  complaint  had  been  li 
by  curates  themselves,  nor  had  an}'  | 
tion  been  presented,  staling  such  g^ 
ances  to  that  house  ;  and  he  hoped  t^ 
informed  by  two  right  rev.  prelates  I 
Ireland^  then  present,  if  they  knew  i 
such  a  proceeding  would  meet  with 
approbation  of  the  Irish  clergy.     His  li 
ship  concluded  by  moving,    <«  That 
Btil  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  tl: 
months." 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  for  the  purp 
of  making  a  few  observations,  in  respec 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  viscoi 
concerning^  the    situation    of   distres 
curates.    Two  years  ago  he  had  interes 
himself  on  that  subject,  and  had  rec< 
ed  nearly  two  hundred  letters  from  ] 
sons  of  that  class  of  the  profession,  but 
had  now  lost  them  ;  but  there  were  ste 
ments  amongst  them,  which  would  h; 
caused  a  benevolent  heart  to  bleed.     C 
of  these  letters  accidentally  was  prcser^ 
(his  lordship  here  read  it)  ;  it  stated  t) 
the  rector  possessed  lOOOi.  a-year,  and  < 
no  duty ;  he  himself,  the  curate,  had  ev^ 
Sunday  to    perform    at  three   places  i 
public  worship  ;  he  had  a  family  to  stl 
port,  and  his  salary  was  altogether  64/J 
year.     His  lordship  also  mentioned,  thai 
clergyman  once  came  to  his  house,  aj 
appeared  before  his  son,  who  perform! 
the  duties  of  a  magistrate,  and  the  natu 
of  his  statement  was,  that  he  was  a  cura 
in  a  parish,  not  far  distant,  the  rector  a 
lowed  him  50  guineas  a-year,  but  he  to< 
care  to  deduct  five  guineas  annually 
pay  that  proportion  of  his  income  dtitj 
and  the  commissioners,  knowing  he  hj 
50  ffuineas  salary,  ordered  him  to  p; 
another  five  guineas  for  his  o^*n  proper 
tax,  90  that  he  was  in  the  actual  enjo 
ment  of  no  more  than  40  guineas  p 
annum.    The  noble  earl  expressed  hu 
self  friendly  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Bucldnghamshirc  consider 
the  present  measure  calculated  to  crea 
great  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness  amon^ 
the  beneficed  clergy.  He  did  not  co 
ceive  that  its  advocates  had  made  out 
case,  or  that  any  evil  was  proved,  caliii 
for  a  remedy  wnich  so  vitally  affected  t 
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securitv  of  church  property.  The  danger 
of  such  a  precedent  might  unhappily  be 
felt  in  future  times  ;  and  it  was  impossible, 
in  such  a  contemplation,  not  to  advert  to 
the  case  of  a  qompliance  ivith  the  Catholic 
petitions — an  occurrence  to  which  he  was 
by  ho  means  friendly.  It  was  also  to  be 
recollected  that  advowsons  were  now 
bought  and  sold  in  the  sauae  manner  as 
any  other  negociable  property.  With  what 
justice  then,  could  the  legislature  call  upon 
a  beneficed  clergyman,  who  harl  bought 
his  living  at  a  calculation  of  having  the 
services  of  a  curate  at  a  certain  price,  to 
pay  a  still  larger  sum  ?  Surely,  it  was  in 
such  a  case  no  slight  violation  of  the  secu- 
rity of  property.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  expressing  his  determination  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  moved  by  his  noble 
friend. 

llie  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  felt  anx- 
ious to  convince  the  house,  that  the  mea- 
sure proposed  was  neither  .oppressive  in  its 
operation,  nor  a  violation  of  t(ie  interests  of 
the  Church.  The  power  which  it  gave  to 
the  bishops  was  only  similar  to  that  with 
which' the V  were  invested  in  the  earliest 
times  of  the  constitution  of  the  Church. 
He  cited  the  case  of  a  bishop  of  Worcester, 
who  was  rebuked  by  the  Pope,  for  not 
allowing  a  sufficient  compensation  to 
TJcars  temporal — curates,  as  they  were 
then  designated  in  his  diocese.  Indeed, 
up  to  tlie  Reformation,  and  subsequent  to 
that  period,  such  power  was  vested  in  th& 
ordinary  ;  and  tlie  very  evil  now  sought 
to  be  redressed,  was  in  a  great  de&ree  to 
be  traced  tu  the  enactment  of  a  legislative 
provision,  which,  for  purposes  then  per- 
haps apparently  wise,  deprived  the  bishops 
of  such  power,  and  substituted  an  act  of 
parliament  as  the  mode  of  regulation. 
The  right  rev.  prelate  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  he  would  be  the  last  man  in 
that  house  wbo  would  support  the  mea- 
sure, if  it  in  the  remotest  degree  trenched 
upon  the  security  or  interests  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church,  but  at  the  same  time  that 
he  gave  his  support  to  the  principle,  he  did 
by  no  means  pledge  himself  to  accede  to 
any  one  of  its  provisions. 

The  Lord  Chaucellor  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying,  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
restore  those  powers  which  originally 
were  vested  in  the  ordinary,  and  of  which 
jn  times  of  violence  they  were  deprived. 
His  own  opinion  on  this  bill  was  in  unison 
*^  ith  the  two  decisions  of  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  and  a  previous  one  of  thcur . 
lordships;  but  still,  though  he  supported 


the  principle,  he  agreed  with  the  right 
rev.  prelate,  who  fast  spoke,  in  by  no 
means  pledging  himself  to  its  provisions. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Lauderdale  reprobated  the 
measure.  It  violated  the  security  of  the 
property  of  the  church,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  weakened  the  interests  of  religion. 
It  was  with  youna  men  in  that  sacred  call- 
ing as  it  was  with  those  in  the  other  re- 
spectable professions  of  life.  Deprive 
tnem  of  the  stimulus  to  professional  ad- 
vancement and  the  spur  to  honourable 
ambition,  and  the  legislature  would  deaden 
their  industry  and  activity,  both  in  the 
exertion  of  the  talents,  and  the  practice 
of  the  duties,  which  led  to  the  highest 
honours  in  that  and  the  other  professions. 
In  applying  that  principle  to  tne  present 
bill,  he  contended,  that  to  give  the  young 
curate  such  an  actual  provision  for  all  the 
enjoyments  of  life,  as  this  bill  gave,  went 
to  deaden  every  motive  of  fair  auibition, 
and  every  inducement  to  deserve,  by  his 
/exemplary  exertions,  the  highest  honours 
of  the  Church.  He  had  a  more  paramount 
objection  to  this  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  legis- 
lated on  the  morality  of  the  country.  The 
unerrinff  testimony  of  experience  con- 
vinced him  that^uch  precepts  were  worse 
enforced,  if  not  totally  perverted,  bjf  an 
act  of  parliament.  The  natural  instinct 
of  man  led  him  to  the  fulfilment  of  his 
duties.  The  parent  knew,  and  would  prac* 
tise,  his  duties  to  his  child  ;  so  would  the 
child  to  his  parent ;  but,  introduce  an  act 
of  parliament  for  such  regulation,  and  its 
introduction  would  not  fail  to  dissolve  the 
cement  of  the  social  feelings,  and  poison 
the  veiy  sources  of  human  happiness.  Be* 
sides,  there  appeared  no  necessity  for  this 
measure,  as  there  was  on  their  table  nei- 
ther addresses  from  curates,  complaining 
of  insufficient  salaries,  or  from  parishioners 
complaining  of  a  neglect  of  duty  in  their 
rectors.  But,  perhaps,  the  great  origin 
of  the  evil  would  be  found  in  the  fre- 
quency of  ordination,  and  in  calling 
to  that  profession  such  numbers  of  young 
clergymen  as  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide for.  In  such  case  the  evils  ooght 
not  to  be  visited  on  the  beneficed  clergy^ 
but  should  be  attributed  to  that  ^lut  of 
the  commodity  which  the  reverend  pre- 
lates themselves  occasioned.  He  also  op- 
posed the  bill  as  laying  a  great  weight  on 
the  possessor  of  a  small  living,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  aflected  t^e  rector^ 
with  2000^  a-year,  in  a  very  triflii]^ 
manner. 

The  questioa  was  then  put^  and  the 
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house  divided :   For  the  amendment  17  ; 
Against  it  30. — ^Majority  19. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesdi^,  June  2». 

[Curates    Residence   Bill.]      Lord 
Harrowby,  pursuant  to  a  notice  which  he 
gave  yesterday,  rose  to  submit  a  motion  to 
Uieir  lordships,  which  was  suggested  to 
him  by  some  observations  that  had  been 
madecfuring  the  discussion  of  this  question. 
It  was  agreed,  and  seemed  to  be  wished 
on  all  hands,  that  something  should  be 
done  towai*ds  improving  the  condition  of 
the  inferior  clergy.     It  had  all  along  been 
his  opinion,  that  the  house  was  proceeding 
to  legislate  on  a  matter  respecting  which 
they  bad  nothing  like  adequate  informa- 
tion before  them.    This  want  of  due  in- 
formation he  felt  very  anxious  to  supply  ; 
and  the  object  of  his  present  motion  was, 
to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
livings  which  were  under  150/.  per  annum. 
The  noble  lord  then  went  into  a  variety  of 
calculations,  grounded  on  former  accounts 
laid  before  the  house,  to  shew  what  were 
the  number  of  these  livings ;  how  many  of 
them  did  not  exceed   30/.;    how  great 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  bring  these  small  livings  up  to  130/. 
per  annum ;  and  how  long  the  period  of 
time,  under  the  present  circumstances,  ne- 
cessary for  the  attainment  of  that  object. 
It  was  also  an  object  with  him  to  ascertain 
how  many  livings  were  assisted  by  queen 
Anne's  bounty.     With  a  view  to  get  at 
this  object  '(an  act  of  parliament  he  did 
not  think  necessary  to  accomplish  it),  he 
should  content  himself  now  with  moving 
an  humble  address  to  his  majesty,  praying 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
that  there  be  laid  before  that  house  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  livings  under  1 50/. 
per  annum. 

The  Archbishop  of  CarUerbitry  expressed 
his  thanks  to  the  noble  baron  for  the  pains 
he  had  taken  oh  this  subject,  and  his  readi- 
ness to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  object. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  also  gave  his  hearty 
concurrence  to  the  motion,  and  declared 
that  no  man  could  be  more  anxious  than 
he  was  to  see  the  condition  of  the  inferior 
clergy  improved.  It  was  not  only  the 
comfort  ol  those  respectable  persons  he 
bad  in  view,  but  the  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  commonalty,  which  improve* 
nient  was  intimately  connected  with  the 
case  and  comfort  of  the  clergy.    Perhaps, 


in  addition  to  the  information  movec 
by  the  noble  baron,  it  might  also  be 
pedient  to  have  before  the  house  an  accM 
of  the  accumulation  of  the  funds,  kii' 
by  the  name  of  queen  Anne's  bounty. 

Lord  Hmvkcsbury  approved  of  the  i 
tion,  and  assured  his  noble  friend  i 
every  thing  should  be  done  by  him  to  p 
effect  to  his  laudable  intentions  and  « 
deavours. — ^The  question  was  then  put  c 
agreed  to.  After  which  the  order  of 
day  was  read  for  the  house  to  resolve 
self  into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  when 

Lord  Sidmouth  rose  to  move  an  instrt 
tion  to  the  committee.     In  his  opini( 
whatever  came  under  the  description 
the  object  which  the  bill  had  in  vie 
might  be  embraced  by  it.     Its  object  w 
to  afford  relief  to  resident  curates,  whe 
th^t  relief  was  justly  required,  and  whe 
it  might  be  easily  procured.     Plis  wi; 
now  was  to  extend  that  relief  to  curat 
appointed  by  lay  impropriators,  and  h 
lordship  concluded  with  moving  an  i\ 
struction  to  the  committee  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  was  sorry  he  could  nt 
assent  to  the  proposition  of  his  noble  frient 
That  proposition  broached  an  entirely  ne^ 
principle,  which  was  not  connected  wit 
the  present  bill.  It  should  therefore  b 
introduced  in  a  separate  bill,  and  stan 
upon  its  own  merits.  The  principle  c 
the  present  bill  was  not  new,  but  ha< 
already  been,  twice  at  least,  recognizee 
and  sanctioned  by  parliament. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  lord  Sid- 
mouth's  motion,  and  negatived  ;  aftei 
which,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  'th({ 
commitlee  on  the  bill.  In  the  committee^ 
a  clause  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Moira^ 
for  rendering  the  curates  acting  under  the 
bill  liable  to  penalties  for  dilapidations  on 
the  vicarage  houses,  was  opposed,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  an  action  at  com- 
mon law  in  such  cases.  On  a  division, 
the  clause  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
26  to  6. — Another  division  took  place  on 
an  amendment  proposed  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  on  the  clause  call- 
ing upon  the  bishop  when  assigning  to 
any  curate  the  allowances  under  this  bill, 
to  assign  the  reasons  on  which  he  inter- 
fered. His  grace  stated,  that  though  the 
bishops  were  by  the  constitution  responsi- 
ble to  the  king,  as  the  head  of  the  church, 
they  were  not  under  the  controul  of  the 
privy  council.  It  was  therefore  unconsti- 
tutional now  to  subject  them  to  the  autho- 
rity of  that  tribunal.  The  amendment 
was  supported  by  lord  Ilawkeibury,  and 
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opposed   by  the   lord   chancellor,  who, 
though  he  allowed  that  the  bishops  were 
in  ordinary  cases  responsible  only  to  the 
crown^  maintained  that  when  extraordinary 
powers  were  given  to  them  by  the  legisla- 
ture, there  was  a  right  in  the  legislature  to 
regulate  and  controul  the  exercise  of  those 
powers.     On  the  division  there  appeared. 
For  the  amendment  15;  Against  it  16. — 
After  some  further  conversation  on  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  it  passed  the  com- 
mittee without  any  amendment. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Appropriation 
act,  thus  attempting  to  deprive  their  lord- 
ships of  the  exercise  of  their  judgment  on 
such  a  measure. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  disavowed  any  such 
design  on  his  part,  and  only  adverted  to 
the  principle  upon  which  the  measure  had 
elsewhere  been  adopted,  and  not  to  any- 
particular  understanding  between  indivi- 
duals of  his  majesty's  government  on  the 
subject. — ^The  bill  was  then  reported. 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.]  On  going  into  a 
committee  upon  this  bill. 

Lord  Holland  inveighed  against  the 
principle  of  this  bill  in  the  severest  terms. 
It  went  to  oppress  those  who  were  already 
labouring  under  circumstances  of  distress 
and  difficulty,  by  increasing  the  duties  on 
deeds  of  conveyance,  which  besides  must 
fall  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  proprie- 
tors of  land.  The  bill  would  also  severely 
affect  attorneys,  and  he  should ,  never  ap- 


Wednesday,  June  29. 

[Appropriation  Act.]  On  the  motion 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  this  act. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  and  repeated  his  ob- 
jections against  inserting  in  this  act  the 
Grant  to  the  college  of  Maynooth,  and  tliat 
to  the  East  India,  company.    The  change 

in  the  amount  of  the  former  grant,  he  saw  I  prove  of  any  principle  of  taxation  that 

tended  to  press  with  peculiar  weight  on 


no  reason  to  justify.  It  was  a  deviation 
from  the  principle  upon  which  the  grant 
had  first  been  made,  and  upon  which  it  had 
'been  augmented  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament. He  wished  to  learn  from  the  no- 
ble secretary  of  state,  by  what  inducements 
government  had  been  led  to  diminish  the 
grant,  and  thus  depart  from  the  principle 
which  had  first  suggested  it  to  the  adop- 
tion of  government,  and  the  sanction  of 
the  last  session  of  parliament.  That 
principle,  the  world  knew,  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  $0  far  conciliating  the  catholics 
of  Ireland. 

Lord  Hawkesbuiy  acknowledged,  that 
the  grant  had  in  some  measure  oeen  di- 
minished ;  but  it  was  upon  an  understand- 
ing that  no  larger  a  sum  should  be  granted 
than  was  necessary  to  complete  the  build- 
ings that  were  then  commenced  at  this 
establishment.  It  was  originally  intended 
that  accommodation  should  be  provided 
for  a  certain  number  of  students;  but 
when  it  was  proposed  to  carry  that  accom- 
modation to  an  unlimited  extent,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  stop  at  what  was  first 
conceived  to  be  an  adequate  provision. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  reprobated  the 
idea  of  circumscribing  the  privileges  and 
powers  of  that  house,  by  conforming  to 
any  understanding  that  might  be  supposed 
to  have  been  agreed  to  in  another  place. 
There  was  no  end  to  the  extent  to  which 
such  a  mode  of  reasoning  might  be  carried, 
if  it  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  upon  an 
understanding  between  ministers  in  another 
place,  such  and  such  a  measure  was  to  be 


any  particular  class  of  the  community. 

Lord  Hawkesbmy  observed,  that  under 
the  urgent  exigencies  of  the  present  mo- 
ment, it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
every  possible  source  of  revenue.  The 
principle  of  the  present  bill  had  loHg  been 
acknowledged  and  acted  upon  by  parlia- 
ment, and  the  increase  of  the  duties  in  the 
present  instance  was  only  a  further  exten- 
sion of  that  principle.  That  principle  did 
uot  bear  harder  on  the  landed  than  on  the  ^ 
commercial  interest ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
must  weigh  heavier  on  the  latter  than  on 
the  former^  as  transfers  of  property  were 
more  frequent  among  commercial  men 
than  among  landed  proprietors.  It  more- 
over would  operate  equally  on  the  buyer 
and  the  seller. 

Lords  Rosslyn  aiid  Lauderdale  contend- 
ed, on  the  contrary,  that  the  hardships  of 
the  increased  duty  would  fall  almost  en- 
tirely on  the^^eller,  who,  from  urgent  cir- 
cumstances was  compelled  to  transfer  his 
property.  Indeed,  the  principle  of  the  bill 
was  in  every  respect  iniquitous  and  unjust 
— ^Afler  a  few  words  from  lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, on  the  bill ;  after  which,  the  report 
was  received,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Wednesday,  June  29. 

[Mr.  Alexander  Davison.] 
Hamilton  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the 


Lord  A. 
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right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
on  a  subject  to  which  he  had  long  since 
calkd  the  attention  of  the  house,  and  the 
prosecution  of  which  he  had  on  that  occa- 
sion relinquished,  in  consequence  of  an 
assurance  given  to  him  and  to  the  public, 
that  the  proper  steps  were  in  train  for 
procuring  justice  to  the  public.    The  sub- 
ject he  alluded  to  was,  the  matter  of  one 
of  the  Reports  of  the  commissioners  of 
Military  Inquiry,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Davison.    It  was  now 
nearly  twelve  months  since  he  had  re- 
ceived the  assurance  that  proper  measures 
were  to  be  pursued  on  this  head,  and  yet 
all  thi^t  the  house  knew  at  present  was, 
that  an  inquiry  had  been  instituted,  and 
It  was  manifest  that  very  great  irregu- 
larities, to  say  the  least,  had  been  com- 
mitted.   The  question  he  had  to  put  was, 
to  ascertain  by  the  answer,  to  what  extent 
the  measures,  which  it  might  have  been 
desirable  to   resort  to,  had  heen    acted 
upon.    If  the  answer  he  should  receive 
should  not  prove  satisfactory  to  him,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty,  in  an  early  part  of 
the  next  session,  to  bring  the  subject  in 
some  shape  or  other  before  the  house.    He 
had  but  one  more  observation  to  add  to 
what  had   been  stated,  and  which  was 
rather  of  a  nature  personal  to  himself.     It 
bad  been  intimated  to  him  from  several 
quarters,  that,  if  he  had  not  taken  up  the 
matter,  it  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
others,  who  would  not  have  lost  sight  of 
it,    and    consequently  he  was  bound  to 
bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequar  could 
not  have  the  smallest  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  fullest  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  inquiry  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  alluded,  llie  noble  lord  could 
not  be  unaware  that  a  parliamentary  com- 
mission had  been  appointed,  to  whom  the 
whole  of  Mr*  Davison's  accounts  had,  in 
consequence,  been  referred*  That  com- 
mission had  from  time  to  time  made  Re- 
ports upon  the  subject  t>f  the  inquiry  in- 
tmsted  to  them,  to  the  Treasury,  which 
regularly  submitted  these  Reports  to  the 
law  advisers  of  the  crown  for  their  opinion, 
vvhether  a  civil  or  criminal  process  should 
be  founded  thereon.  It  appeared  upon 
some  of  them  that  the  inquiries  were  not 
suflficient ;  upon  others,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  considered  that  a  legal  demand 
existed  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  to  be 
recovered  by  civil  process  ;  and  in  every 
such  case,  application  had  been  made  to 


the  party,  as  was  customary  in  all  pf; 
transactions,  for  payment  of  the  sud 
manded  before  the  commencement  i 
civil  suit,  with  directions,  in  case  of  I 
compliance  with  the  application,  to  ri 
to  legal  process.    As  the  inquiries  i 
still  in  prosecution,  the  noble  lord  m^ 
in  the  next  session,  if  he  desired  M 
mation  upon  the   subject,  apply  to! 
treasury,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  busi 
would  then  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  alio! 
the  whole  proceedings  being  laid  bel 
pariiament.    For  the  present,  he  was  j 
the  noble  lord  would  not  expect  binj 
explain  further,  but  of  this  he  could  asi 
that  noble  lord,  that  the  subject  had  n^ 
been  lost  sight  of  by  his  majesty's  i 
nisters. 

[FiNANCB  Committee.]  Mr.  Bankes  { 
sented  from  the  bar  the  Third  RepoH 
the  Conmiittee  of  Finance.     On  the  re| 
having  been  read,  the  hon.  gent,  rose! 
move  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table,  but  bel 
he  should  make  that  proposition,  he  j 
it  necessary  to  address  an  observation 
two  to  the  house.     He  hoped  that  geni 
men  would  not  be  alarmed  at  the  eni 
mous  mass  of  papers  which  he  had  brou^ 
up,  because  under  the  instractions  whl 
had  been  given  to  the  committee^  be  h 
conceived  it  necessary  to  communicate  j 
the  returns  upon  which  the  Report  of  i 
committee  was  founded.     Only  a  smi 
part,  however,  of  the  papers  before  tj 
house,  would  be  necessary  to  be  print^ 
and  he  trusted,  from  the  part  he  bald  taki 
in  the  discussions  respecting  the  printi^ 
of  papers,  that  the  house  would  give  hi 
credit  for  not  wishing  to  have  more  print^ 
than  were  absolutely  necessary  to  put  tl 
house  in  possession  of  the  subject.     It  wj 
only  a  small  part  therefore  of  the  pape 
which  he  had  brought  that  he  shou 
move  to   be   printed.     On  presenting 
Report,  which  had  occupied  so  large  a  po 
tion  of  the  attention  of  the  committee,  1 
was  afraid  that  the  house  might  suppo 
that  much  time  had  been  lost  in  preparii 
it.     But  he  could  say,  as  well  for  himse 
as  on  the  part  of  the  other  members  of  tl 
committee,  that  they  had  not  been  wantu 
in  their  duty.     The  delay,  and  that 
some  months,  in  presenting  the  Repo; 
had  arisen  from  the  contrariety  of  opini< 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  committc 
owing  perhaps  to  its  being  composed 
too  numerous  an  assemblage  of  merabei 
If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  houi 
that  the  committee  should  be  renewed 
another  session,  it  would  be  a  questic 
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founded  upon  the  experience  of  the  pre- 
lent  session^  whether  it  ought  to  be  com- 
posed of  so  large  a  number.     Though  this 
was  the  only  Report  which  the  committee 
had  presented  in  the  present  session,  he 
assured  the  house  that  thev  had  attended 
to  other  subjects,  upon  which  they  had 
made  some  progress,  though  under  the  in- 
struction giTen  to  them  by  the  house,  they 
had  looked  upon  themselyes  as  bolind  to 
suspend  such  inauiries  in  order  to  make  op 
this  Report.    They  had  made  progress  io 
the  business  relating  to  the  Pay  office,  and 
the  War  office  accounts;  but  as  these  sub- 
jects were  also  under  the  consideration  of 
the  commissioners,  they  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  wait  till  these  commissioners  should 
'make  a  Report  upon  these  heads,  a  report 
which  had  been  presented  only  on  Satur- 
day last    As  to  the  report  whicn  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  now  made  to  the  house, 
he  had  only  to  say,  that  it  was  less  satis- 
fedory  to  hhnself,  than  the  report  which  a 
few  days  since  he  had  hoped  to  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  house ;  and  if  gentlemen 
should  be  disappointed  by  its  contents,  he 
conld  assure  them  he  had  expected  a  few 
days  since  ta  have  presented  a  report  in  a 
shape  which  *was  consistent  with  his  own 
wisnes.    Some  alterations,  however,  had 
been  made  in  passages  of  that  report,  and 
some  omiisions ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to 
complain  of  that.    It  miffht  have  arisen 
from  a  smaller  number  of  the  members 
having  attended  towards  the  close  of  the 
session,  than  in  the  earlier  part  of  it,  when 
the  original  form  of  the  report  had  been 
agreed  to-     Such  a  circumstance  was  inci- 
dental to  all  Targe  assemblies,  and  with- 
out complaining  oi  it,  he  stated  the  fact 
only  for  the  guidance  of  the  house,  when 
the  questibn  concerning  the  revival  of  the 
committeo  should  cpme  under  their  con- 
sideration.    Whatever  might  be  thought 
of  the  report  which  he  had  presented,  he 
had  acted  under  a  sanction  of^the  majority 
of  the  committee  present  when  it  was 
finally  voted.    Upon  the  whole,  however, 
it  would  be  found  to  contain  much  useful 
information,  and  many  suggestions  that 
would  be  productive  of  public  good.    At 
all  events^  he  was  happy  that  this  part  6f 
the  labours  of  the  committee  had  been 
brought  to  a  termination.     The  hon.  gent, 
ihen  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  Report 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Le^ester  coincided  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  every  thing  he  had  asserted, 
with  respect  to  the  assiduity  with  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  other  mem- 1 


hers  of  the  committee,  had  discharged  the 
trust  committed  to  them.    He  should  have 
confined  himself  to  this  corroboration  of 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  chairman  of  the 
committee,  if  he  had  not  felt  it  necessary 
from  what  bad  fallen  from  him  on  other 
topics,  to  add  a  few  observations  in  order 
to  obviate  any  misconception  with  regard 
to  what  had  passed  in  the  committee.  Th« 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  some  pas- 
sages of  the  original  report  prepared  by 
him  had  been  altered,  and  another  \eh 
out.    As  to  the  alterations,  he  should  ob- 
serve, that  when  the  report  had  been  first 
proposed  to  the  committee,  most  important 
difierences  prevailed  respecting  several 
passages  in  it,  and  one  passage  had  beeit 
carried  in  that  instance  only  by  a  majority 
of  one.     Upon  that  occasion,  notice  had 
been  given,  that,  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  report,  a  sta^e  understood  on  all  hands 
to  be  designed  for  a  revision  of  the  report, 
an  alteration  would  be  proposed.     Some 
alterations  were  on  that  occasion  carried 
by  a  small,  others  by  a  great  minority  of 
the  committee,  and  others,  again  unaRt* 
mously,  and  this  at  a  meeting  called  by 
the  chairman  in  the  regular  way,  and  ac* 
ceded  to  by  those  present  when  the  ad« 
journment  of  the  proceedings  was  pro^ 
posed.    At  a  meeting  so  adjourned,  the 
amendment  to  which  the  hon.  ^ntleman 
had  aUuded,  had  been  carried.   The  other 
passage  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
alluded  had  been  left  out  of  the  report. 
From  the  importance  which  l^e  hoxtour- 
able  member  attached  to  these  passages,, 
the  house  might  suppose  that  they  were  of 
^^ly  great  consequence,  and  firom  what 
had  been  insinuated  out  of  doors,  if  would 
seem  as  if  the  con^nittee  was  disposed  to 
screen  public  delinquents.     But  the  hense 
would  be  surprised  when  he  explained  to 
them  the  real  state  of  the  ease.     The*  ori- 
ginal report  stated,  if  not  in  terms,  at  least 
in  substance,  that  all  sinecure  places  ought 
to  be  abolished,  with  few  exceptions;  and 
the  amendment  was,  that  the  emolumentii 
of  some  sinecure  places  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nished, and  that  others  shouM  be  abolish- 
ed. When  he  stated  this,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  house  would  not  consider  the  di^ 
ference  of  such  importance,  nor  that  moch 
weight  was  to  be  attached  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  original  passage  having  been 
in  the  first  instance  carried  by  a  majority 
of  one.     The  house  was  left  in  the  same 
situation  with  respect  to.  the  coarse  it 
might  think  proper  to  pursue,  by  the 
amendment  ha  by  the  original  passage,  be- 
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cause  no  definite  line  was  pointed  out  in 
either,  and  it  remained  for  the  houae 
eventually  to  determine  for  itself.  As  to' 
the  other  passage,  to  which,  as  bavinff 
been  led  out,  the  hon.  gent,  bad  alluded, 
he  rather  thought  that  it  was  the  passage 
which  related  to  the  increase  of  the  infim- 
ence  of  the  crown.  One  objection  to  that 
passage  v^as,  that  whilst  it  enumerated  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  increased  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  it  omitted  those  by 
which  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  been 
diminished.  It  was  his  opinion,  at  least, 
that  if  that  subject  were  to  be  introduced 
at  all  into  the  report,  all  the  circumstances 
on  both  sides  ought  to  have  been  noticed. 
But  there  was  a  still  stronger  objection  to 
the  passafi;e.  The  object  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  was,  not  to  inquire 
into  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  in« 
fluence  of  the  crown,  but  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture, and  to  report  how  far  public  money 
might  be  savea  in  that  expenditure.  He 
was  sorry  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  house 
between  the  merits  of  the  original  report 
imd  the  alterations  which  had  been  made 
in  it.  But  he  should  be  glad  if  every 
amendment  that  had  been  proposed,  and 
every  question  that  had  been  discussed  in 
the  committee,  were  before  the  house,  and 
he  was  confident  that  the  house  would 
concur  in  every  alteration  which  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  was  anxious  that  this 
subject  should  be  fully  explained  to  the 
house.  He  had  risen  to  support  the  state- 
ment that  had  been  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  tu  prevent  any  im- 
proper impression  being  made  by  .the 
statement  of  the  learned  gentlemaii  who 
had  just  sat  down.  Tliat  learned  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  that  the  difierence 
between  the  passages  of  the  original  re- 
port and  the  alterations  made  in  it,  was 
wholly  unimportant,  whereas,  for  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  by  no  means  trifling  or 
unimportant.  As  the  report  stood  a  week 
ago,  it  expressed  a  wish  to  retain  those 
sinecure  places  which  were  necessary  to 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  went  on  to 
state,  that  the  remainder,  with  few  excep- 
tions, ought  to  be  abolished.  Li  this  pas- 
sage, the  committee  expressed  a  decided 
ppmion  upon  the  principle  of  sinecures. 
It  recognized  the  principle  of  the  former 
finance  conunittee  in  reserving  these  sine- 
cures, which  would  be  the  remuneration 
of  great  pabUc  aervices,  and  for  which,  if 
not  reserr^d,  a  provision  should  be  substi- 
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)  tuted  out  of  the  public  funds  of  the  c 
tr}'',  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  assert^ 
principle  against  sinecures  in  generi 
The  amendment,  on  the  contrary,  st 
only  that  some  sinecures  ought  to  b< 
trenched,  and  others  abolished,  witi 
containing  any  opinion  against  the  gen 
principle  of  sinecure  places.    As  to 
other  passage  which  had  been  alluded 
that  was  not  of  so  much  consequence.  ' 
increase  of  the  influence  of  the  crown 
only  been  introduced  to  meet  an  argun: 
against  retrenchment*  that  would  les 
that  influence,  by  shewing  that  if  it  sho 
be  diminished  by  such  retrenchment 
had  been  increased  in  other  respects 
The  Report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
table.  On  the  motion  for  its  being  print 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  should  be  glad 
know  precisely  what  parts  were  intenc 
to  be  printed,  and  what  to  be  left  out. 
seemed  now  doubly  necessary  from  t 
account  they  had  just  heard  of  the  d 
ferehce  of  opinion  in  the  Committee,  ti^ 
the  house  should  have  as  much  as  possik 
before  them,  in  order  to  be  able  to  fbi 
a  judgment  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Bankes  replied,  that  whatever  d 
ference  of  opinion  there  mig^  have  be< 
on  other  subjects,  there  had  been  none 
to  the  selection  of  the  particular  documen 
necessary  to  be  printed  along  with  the  r 
port.    £very  information  would  be  befoi 
the  house,  and  a  catalogue  t>f  ,tbe  papet 
not  required  to  be  printed,  but  which  wer 
laid  on  the  table,  would  be  added,  so  ths 
those  papers  might  at  any  time  be  referre 
to  for  particulars. 

[Dismissal  of  the  late  Mb.  Dalhym 
TLB.]  Lord  H.  PUty,  understanding  tha 
no  objection  would  be  made  to  his  motion 
after  paying  a  hish  tribute  to  the  science 
and  services  of  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Dal 
rymple,  who  had  been  ofFeitd  a  pensioi 
equal  to  his  salary  as  Hydrographer  to  th^ 
Admiralty  if  he  would  resign,  and  on  hii 
refusal  had  been  peremptorily  dismisses 
his  office,  which  circumstance  had  accc' 
lerated  his  death,  moved  for  a  copy  of  t 
Letter  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  dis 
missing  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Dalrymph 
from  his  office  of  Hydrographer  to  the 
Admiralty. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  had  no  objection  whabeve] 
to  the  productioB  of  this  and  every  othei 
document  connected  with  the  subject,  uk 
went  along  with  the  noble  lord  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  merits  and  services  of  the 
gentleman  whose  removal  was  the  objeci 
of  the  aoble  lord's  Motion.     He  could 
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assure  that  noble  lord^  that  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  felt  as  fbrciblv  as  be 
could,  what  was  due  to  that  gentleman's 
genius  and  serrices.  But  the  real  state  of 
the  case  was,  that  for  several  months  be- 
fore his  dismissal,  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  get  him  to  comply  with  their 
most  direct  orders.  If  they  directed  him 
to  supply  a  particular  map  or  chart  to  a 
particular  vessel,  he  replied  with  written 
folios,  containing  reasons  for  his  not  com- 
plying, which  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  countenance,  and  this  he  had 
done  latterly  in  terms  so  offensive  as  to 
call  for  some  decisive  measure  on  their 
part.  He  had  never  heard  of  any  offer  of 
his  full  salary  to  that  gentleman,  but  the 
letter  requiring  him  to  retire,  without  ad- 
verting in  the  slightest  degree  to  his  nume- 
rous acts  of  disobedience,  was  couched  in 
the  softest  terms,  and  secured  to  him  the 
usual  portion  of  salary  retained  by  public 
officers,  on  retiring  from  office. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Horner  in 
praise  of  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and  ftom  lord 
H.  Petty  and  Mr.  Ward,  the  motion  was 
suffered  to  lie  over  for  to-morrow,  to  give 
the  latter  an  opportunity  of  considering 
how  far  the  circumstances  of  the  case  could 
be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

[Criminals.]  On  the  motion  of  sir  S. 
Romilly,  the  following  Papers  were  or- 
dered, 1.  ''A  Return  of  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  committed  to  the 
several  gaols  in  England  and  Wales  for 
trial  at  the  different  sessions  and  assizes 
in  the  years  1800,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and 
7  ;  distinguishing  the  crimes  with  which 
they  were  respectively  charged,  and  the 
numbers  severally  convicted,  acquitted, 
or  discharged  upon  proclamation,  or  by 
reason  of  no  bill  being  found  against 
them,  and  the  sentences  of  siich  as  were 
convicted,  and  distinguishing  also  the 
numbers  of  those  capitally  convicted,  who 
have  been  executed ;  and  distinguishing 
particularly,  in  each  year>  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  committed  for  pri- 
vately stealing  in  a  shop  or  warehouse  to 
the  amount  of  five  shillings,  and  of  those 
committed  fpr  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house 
to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings,  and  of 
those  committed  for  stealing  cloth  from 
bleaching  grounds  to  the  amount  of  ten 
shillings,  and  the  numbers  indicted  for 
such  several  offences,  and  the  numbers 
convicted  capitally  upon  such  indict- 
ments, and  the  numbers  of  those  so  capi- 
ally  convicted  who  have  been  executed 


in  each  of  such  years. — 2.  A  Return  of 
,  the  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  com- 
mitted to  the  several  goals  in  England  and 
Wales  for  trial  at  the  several  quarter  sessions 
in  the  said  years,  distinguishing  the  crimes 
with  which  they  were  respectively  charg- 
ed, and  the  numbers  severally  convicted, 
acquitted,  or  discharged  upon  proclama- 
tion, or  by  reason  of  there  not  being 
any  bills  found  against  them ;  together 
with  the  sentences  of  such  as  were  con- 
victed.— 3. 'A  Return  of  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  who  received 
sentence  of  transportation  at  the  different 
sessions,  assizes,  and  quarter  sessions  in 
England  and  Wales  in  Uie  said  years,  dis- 
tinguishing the  numbers  transported  for  7 
or  I*  years,  or  for  life. — 4.  A  Return  of 
the  number  of  persons,  male  or  female, 
who  have  been  transported  as  criminals 
to  New  South  Wales  since  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  the  colony ;  specifying  the 
term  for  which  each  person  was  transport- 
ed, the  date  and  place  of  the  conviction^ 
and  the  time  of  embarkation  for  New 
Sooth  Wales. — 5.  A  Return  of  the  number 
of  persons  who,  beins  under  sentence  of 
transportation,  have,  in  each  year  since 
the  year  1780,  died  in  the  hulks.''' 

[HYDE  Park.]  Mr.  Huskisson  pre- 
sented an  account  of  the  Land  Revenues 
of  the  crown ;  on  the  motion  that  it  do 
lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Windham,  though  not  sure  that  the 
subject  to  which  he  was  about  to  allude 
was  vnthin  the  cognizance  of  the  house« 

Set  considered  it  well  worth  its  attention. 
[e  had  heard  lately  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  extend  the  buildings  (which  had 
already  been  carried  too  far),  still  further 
into  Hyde  park.  Any  contraction  of  that 
scene  of  public  exercise  and  recreation 
would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  health 
and  comforts  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  great 
metropolis  ;  and  though  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  make  any  motion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  a  representative  of  the  people,  he 
was  entitlea  to  bring  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  their  health  and  interests 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  at  a 
loss  toi  know  what  the  right  hon.  gent, 
meant.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  house 
could  interfere  with  the  disposal  of  the 
property  of  the  crown,  where  an  improve- 
ment was  intended.  When  the  right  hon. 
gent,  should  give  notice '  of  this  motion, 
then  the  house  could  judge  of  the  question 
in  some  tangible  shape.  It  could  scarcely 
be  the  right  hon.  geiit.'s  opinion^  that  no 
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imfivoveiiieiit  was  to  be  made,  or  lodge 
built  in  the  royal  domains,  till 'reported  upon 
by  a  special  committee  of  that  house.  Some 
buildings  had  during  the  present  adminis- 
tration beeii  erected  in  a  comer  e£  the 
park,  not  much  used  for  the  recreation  of 
the  pul>lic,  which  had  led  to  others.-  But 
he  could  assure  that  right  hon.  gent.,  that 
he  knew  of  ^no  design  to  extend  the  build- 
ings so  as  to<  contract  the  park.  * 

Mr.  Windham  did  not  impute  blame  to 
9tny  set  of  men,  but  stiil  contended,  that 
this  was  ah  tnteresting  subject,  and  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Crea^ey  corroborated  lyhat  had 
fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  as- 
serted that  a  correspondence  had  taken 
place  between  several  of  the  nobility  and 
Mr.  Fordyce,  on  tfie  subject  of  these 
buildings,  and  that  Mr.  Fordyce  had  been 
80  accommodating,  as.  to  recommend  to 
the  crown,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
build  the  bouses  they  proposed.  If  the 
precedent  of  the  encroaohment  were  once 
established,  the  public  would,  in  the  end, 
be  excluded  from  the  park.  This  was  a 
fit  object  of  the  attention  of  tliat  house. 
Besides,  tiie  recommendation  might  be  a 
Tnatter  of  favouritism,  of  which  that  house 
should  be  jealous.  He  therefore  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  should  move  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  he  had  alluded  to. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  had  stated 
only,  that  he  knew  of  no  plan  for  extend- 
ing buildings  so  as  to  contract  the  park. 
Application,  however,  had  been  made  to 
the  treasury  to  have  superior  buildings,  in 
the  place  of  very  inferior  ones  now  exist- 
ing. 

Mr.  Biddulph  observed,  that  if  the  plan 
were  to  stop  there  it  might  not  be  so  ob- 
jectionable. But  he  assured  the  house  he 
had  heard,  in  a  casual  conversation  con- 
cerning improvement,  of  a  plan  for  sur- 
rounding the  parks  with  a  belt  of  houses, 
the  profits  of  which  would  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  building  such  a  palace  as  would 
be  suitable  for  a  king  of  this  country 
to  reside  in. 

Sir  F.  Burden  had  not  heard  of  any  of 
the  plans  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  and  confident  he  was, 
that  they  would  not  be  countenanced  in 
any  quarter.  The -access  to  the  parks  was 
80  essential  to  the  heakh  and  recreation  of 
the  people  of  this  great  metropolis,  that 
any  beginning  of  encroachment  ought  to 
be  resisted.  If  it  was  intended  only  to 
erect  buildings  on  the  site  of  the  riding 
house,  he  should  say  that  the  ridii^  house 
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took  up  but  a  small  space,  whereas  thd 
mansion  and  ofiices  of  a  nobleman  would 
extend  over  a  considerable  space. 

Mr.  Huskisson  observed,  that  thei%  could 
not  be  any  danger  of  favouritism,  or  of  a 
beneficial  grant  tathe  individual  now,  iii 
any  case  of  a  demise  from  the  crown.  The 
surveyor  general  of  crown  lands,  was  by 
law  obliged  to  report  the  value  of  the  land 
to  be  demised,  estimated  by  professional 
surveyors,  upon  oath,  to  the  treasury.  Ai 
to  the  reports  which  had  gone  abroaa,  they 
were  idle  rumours,  for  which  there  was  no 
foundation.  He  certainly  had  heard  some 
which  had  not  even  the  colour  of  proba^ 
bility,  such  as  that  lord  Ponsoiiby  and  other 
noble  lords  were  amongst  the  individuali 
who  were  to  have  the  privilege  of  erecting 
these  buildings.  '> 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  June  30. 

[Stamp  Duti£s  Bill.]  On  the  motioa 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  SiffoUc  rose  to  express  hia 
disapprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  bill; 
and  of  the  hardships  to  which  it  would  ex- 
pose persons  already  labouring  under  a 
multiplicity  of  distresses.  The  noble  eaii 
instanced  the  case  of  some  tenants  of  hik 
own,  upon  whom  he  knew  it  would  presft 
with  peculiar  severity. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  would  not  detain 
their  lordships  with  a  repetition  of  the  ob^ 
jections  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which 
he  continued  to-  consider  as  most  iniqui- 
tous. He  should  then,  however,  in  the 
most  regular  and  public  manner,  enter  his 
protest  against  it.  ' 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  bill.  Burdened  as  the  country 
already  was  with  a  load  of  taxes,  its  situa- 
tion was  perhaps  such  as,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  to  call  for  and  justify 
some  addition  to  that  burden.  His  object 
in  rising  now  was  to  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  of  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  oife^ 
some  advice  to  his  majesty^s  ministers 
which  the  present  posture  of  afi&irs  sug- 
gested to  his  mind.  He  hoped  it  might  not 
be  deemed  irregular  or  unparliamentary  to 
offer  that  advice,  and  put  a  few  question's 
to  his  majesty's  government,  at  a  moment 
when  parliament  was  voting  supplies  for 
the  current  services  of  the  year,  in  stating, 
however,  his  opinion  to  the  house,  it  was 
by  no  means  his  wish  to  draw  any  answers 
from  the  ministers  which  they  should  not 
deem  it  perfectly  proper  and  safe  to  make 5 
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indeed^  be  looked  for  no  answers  or  observa- 
tions at  aU  respecting  the  subjects  he  should 
touch  upon,  unless  his  majesty's  ministers 
thought  it  consistent  with  their  duty  and 
the  present  criucal  state  of  afiairs,  to  enter 
into  some  explanation  of  them.  The  points 
to  which  he  obviously  alluded,  and  on 
which  the  public  attention  most  anxiously 
hung,  were  the  present  situation  of  Spain 
find  Sweden.     The  most  wanton  ambition, 
the  foulest  perfidvi  the  most,  cruel  oppres- 
sion, had  lately  displayed  themselves  in 
Spain,  to  a  degree  unparalleled,  he  believed, 
in  any  age  or  country.     These  excesses 
had   nred  the  Spaniards  with  becoming 
indignation  and  resentment,  and  tb^y  were 
now  endeavouring  to  resist  the  power  which 
was  preparing  to  overwhelm  them.     Such 
a  spectacle  must  at  all  times  be  interesting 
to  Englishmen  ;.but  it  must  be  peculiarly 
so  at  the  present  moment.     There  was  no 
man  but  must  wish  success  to  a  generous 
people   thus   struggling  in  the    glorious 
jcause  ofthe  maintenance  of  their  independ- 
ence ;   no  man,  he  was  sure,  could  more 
cordially  wish  them  success  than  he  did, 
.or  would  more  willingly  concur  in  the  pro- 
per means  of  promoting  and  ensuring  that 
s uccess.    But  what  were  the  best  mode  and 
the  proper  conditions  by  which  Spain  could 
.be  assisted  ?  He  did  not  pretend  to  know 
.the    particular    circumstances    in    which 
Spain  was  placed,,  or  the  degree  of  hope 
that  might  be  entertained  ofthe  success  of 
those  who  were  endeavouring  to  resist  the 
sternest  tyranny,  instigated  by  the  most  des- 
perate ambition,  that  ever  was  attempted  to 
be  exercised  by  any  potentate  over  the  in- 
.dependence  of  nations.     Louis  XIV.  it  was 
true,  aspired  to  universal  monarchy,  but  in 
a  milder  way,  and  with  means  less  terri- 
ble.    More  formidable  abilities,  and  more 
accumulated  forces,  were  now  to  be  con- 
tended against,  and.  the  issue  was  of  the 
^bighest  moment,  not  only  to  Spain,  but  to 
this   country,  to  Europe,  and  the  world. 
•What  part  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
prepared  to  act  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  he 
.could  not  conjecture.     They  had  at  pre- 
-sent  in  this  country   delegates  from   the 
brave  people  in  Spain,  who  seemed  deter- 
mined to  stem  the  torrent  by  which  they 
were  to  be  swept  into  servitude.      From 
these,  and  o^her  source:?,  he  hoped  they 
might  be  enabled  to  collect  the  best  infor- 
.malion  of  the  real  state  of  that  country, 
.and   of.  the  probability   of  success  wiih 
.l^hich  so  bold  and  hazardous  a  struggle 
might  be  attended.  With  such  information 
before  tlieu:i^  what  would   be  their  con- 
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duct  ?  This  was  the  point  which  excited  his 
anxiety.   Would  they  hold  out  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  to  the  Spaniards  who 
were  now  in  arms  against  the  invaders, 
before  they  saw  any  form  of  goverimient 
established  in  the  country  with  which  they 
could  communicate?   Would  they  nnakc 
common  cause  with  the  patriots  of  Spain,, 
before  they  ascertained  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  acting,  and  the   ends 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  accom- 
plish ?    He  could  not  think  it  politic  to 
embark  in  such  a  cause,  without  some 
previous  knowledge  of  the  designs  of  the 
Spanish  patriots,  without  some  more  defi- 
nite determination  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  were  proceeding  to  act.     He 
hoped  ministers  would,  in  the  present  case, 
take  a  lesson  from  past  expi^rience,  and 
recollect  the  result  of  the  intei^ference  of 
this  country  in  La  Vendee.     He  felt  it  his 
duty  to  throw  out  these  hints,  without  ex* 
pecting  any  detailed  explanation  of  what 
might  be  the  views  and  intentions  of  his 
majesty's  government, — He  now  begged 
leave  to  trouble  their  lordships  with  a  word 
or  two  about  Sweden.     The  situation  of 
that  kingdom  and  of  its  sovereign  was  also 
highly  interesting ;  respecting  the  issue  of 
the  struggle  which  that  gallant  prince  was 
making  against  the  common  oppressor,  he 
confessed  he  had  his  fears.   Still,  he  should 
have  our  best  assistance,  as  if  our  hopes  of 
final  success  were  most  sanguine.     Such 
an  example  was  to  be  supported  and  up- 
held.    But  should  that  spirited  sovereign 
be  also  doomed  to  yield,  we  should  not  be 
inattentive  to  the  fate  that  was  to  befal  his 
kingdom.     If  it  was  to  be  portioned  out, 
should  not  this  country  look  to  the  interests 
of  Denmark,  to  the  future  views  of  the 
great  northern  power,  and  to  the  attempts 
that  might  still  be  made  to  as.sert  the  in- 
dependaiice  of  the  north  of  Europe  ?    Our 
hostility  to  Denmark  could   not  be  very 
keen:    we  should  even  be  disposed   to 
make  the  amende  honorable  to  her  for  what 
had  past,  and  rather  contemplate  what  re- 
conciliation and  future  friendship  might 
etlect^   than  what  might  gratify  present 
hostility.     He  should  trouble  their  lord- 
ships no  furtheri  but  only  hc^e,  that  in 
expressing  these  his  sentiments  on  the 
proeent  occasion,  he  had  not  been  guilty 
of  any  irregularity. 

Lord  Uawkesburjf  gave  fall  credit  to  the 
candiil  and  circumspect  manner  in  which 
the  noble  duke  had  delivered  his  opinions 
upon  points  of  such  delicacy.  The  noble 
duke  nas  perfectly  regular  if|  the  mode  he 
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took  of  delivering  them^  forwhea  supplies 
were  to  be  granted  to  bis  ms^esty,  it  nvas 
doubtless  open  to  every  noble  lord  to  ad- 
vise how  those  grants  ought  to  be  applied. 
In  adverting  to  the  points  to  which  the 
noble  duke  bad  more  particularly  directed 
the  attention  of  the  house,  their  lordships 
must  be  sensible  that  his  observations  must 
be  very  general,  and  that  owing  to  the 
very  peculiar  and  delicate  nature  of  the 
subject,  he  could  not  at  pi*esent  enter  into 
any  detailed  explanations.     With  respect 
to  Spain,  the  people  of  that  country  had 
manifested  a  spirit  and  determination  to 
resist  the  attemptsof  their  invaders,  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  glo- 
rious periods  of  their  history,  and  which 
perhaps  were  not  to  be  expected  under  the 
pressure   of  such   formidable  dilficulties. 
Such  a  scene,  every  man  in  that  house, 
every  man  in  the  country,  must  hail  with 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  ;  and  uhat  «very 
generous  heart  must  wish  should  be  done 
in  support  of  so  glorious  a  cause,  his  ma- 
jesty s  ministers  would  feel  it  their  duty 
to  do.    With  regard  to  what  information 
they  had  received  of  the  designs  or  the 
hopes  of  those  brave  and   resolute  men, 
who,  in  defence  of  their  country's  inde- 
pendance,  were  exposing  themselves  to 
every  thing  which  a  powerful  and  sangui- 
nary tyrant  could  deviiie  and  inflict,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  should  now 
unfold  it     His  majesty's  ministers  were 
fully  sensible  of  the  extreme  importance 
of  this  event ;  and  he  trusted  they  would 
be  found  to  have  acted  accordingly. — The 
situation  of  Sweden  was  certainly  the  next 
in  interest  and  importance,  and  towards 
the  monarch  of  that  kingdom,  whose  gal- 
lant exertions  80  justly  claimed  our  warm- 
est wishes  and  admiration,  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers    would  also,  he 
trusted,  appear  to  be  without  reproach. 
When  the  time  came  freely  to  unfold  the 
principles  and  the  views  which  had  guided 
4hat  conduct,  whenever  that  moment  ar- 
rived».  be  should  not  shrink  from  that  in- 
quiry ;  but  on  the  contrary,  be  most  for- 
ward and  eager  to  court  it.    He  hoped, 
that  mider  circumstances  like  the  present, 
he  should  not  be  expected  to  enter  into 
any  details,  but  be  allowed  to  expect  that 
their  lordships  might  be  assured  that  his 
majesty's  government  would  neglect  no- 
thing which  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
stances, both  of  this  and  of  other  countries, 
might  suggest  and  require. 

Lord  i/o(/afu{  still  retained  his  objections 
to  the  bill^  on  which,  however,  he  should 


not  now  ag^in  dwell,  but  rather  folio 
example  of  his  noble  friend  near  him, 
shortly  express  his  opinion lof  the  pr« 
aspect  of  afiairs.    What  was  the  extei 
the  means  of  the  Spanish  patriots^  or  ^ 
their  future  views  respecting  a  chang 
their  government,  he  did  not  preten 
be  accurately  informed  of.     Of  the  s 
that  actuated  them  he  had  no  doubt ; 
from  the  nature  of  the  country,  and 
resources  which  that  spirit  would  sup 
he   willingly  took    the    most  auspic 
omens,     it  held  out  a  prospect  of  th. 
which  authorized  the  best  hopes ;  anc 
anxiously  expected  it  woidd  be  imp  re 
and   taken  advantage  of.     Much   wc 
depend  upon  the  spirit  and  the  views  v 
which  the   government  of  this   cour 
would  now  act  towards  Spain.    His  ad> 
was,  that  their  spiritshould  be  most  libc 
their  views  most  explicit,    their   objt 
most  distinct,  and  most  plainly  uiiderst* 
If  they  attempted  at  all  to  assist  the  eiii 
of  Spain  to  resist  her  invaders,  they  sho 
broadly  explain,  not  only  what  they 
tended  to  do,  but  also  what  ttav  did 
intend  to   do.     Above   all,   they   sho 
convince  the  Spaniards,  tliat  in  assisi 
them  we  had  no  private  interests  to  ]. 
mote,  no  selfish    objects    to    attain, 
favourite   forms  of  government   to   p 
scribe,  no  commercial    advantage  to 
quire,  no  exclusive  partialities  Ui  insist  a 
that  we  disinterestedly  assisted   Spain 
achieve  what  the  Spanish   people  wc 
hazarding    every  thing  to   accomplibi 
that    we   were   consequently  willing 
guarantee  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  ci 
pire,  and  to  negotiate  with  any  form 
government  which  the  Spanish  people  we 
disposed  to  adopt,   or  with  any   fami 
which  they  might  choose  to  call  to  til 
throne,  if  they  decided  on  a  monarchic 
form,  whether  limited  or  unlimited.     N 
a  moment  should  be  lost  in  layir)g  dow 
agreements  of  that  nature.     The  time  f 
acting  was  the  present  moment,  and  ii 
msyesty's    ministers    would   be  serious 
responsible,  if,  for  any  petty  conside 
ations,  such  as  those  he  had  alluded  to,  tl 
opportmiity  should   be  lost.     He  shou 
again  repeat,  that  the  ground  of  co-op 
ration  and   assistance    between  the  tv 
countries,  should  be  broad,   liberal,  ai 
thoroughly  understood  on  both  sides. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  could  by  no  mca 
assent  to  a  principle  laid  down  by  1 
noble  friend ;  he  meant  the  guaranteeii 
the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  empire*  I 
considered  the  Spanish  possessions  in  Sou 
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America  as  lost  from  the  present  momeftt^ 
and  severed  for  ever  from  the  mother 
country.  It  was,  therefore,  fbr  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  a  commercial  and 
maritime  nation,  to  watch  the  fall  of  the 
Spanish  colonies.  He  could  not  other- 
wise look  with  security  and  satisfaction  to 
the  British  interests  in  that  quarter. — ^The 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

[Hyde  Park.]  Earl  Grosvenor  rode  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  certain 
rumours  that  had  gone  abroad,  of  an  in- 
tention to  erect  a  number  of  buildiifgs,  so 
as  to  obstruct  the  view  of  the  park,  which 
contributed  so  much  to  the  pleasure  and 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metro- 
polis, while  it  would  materially  injure  the 
property  of  several  individuals.  He  was  at 
a  loss  what  mode  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
bring  the  matter  under  their  lordships' 
consideration  ;  but  as  it  regarded  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public,  he  must  think  there  was 
some  mode  or  other  of  submitting  it  to  the 
consideration  of  parliament. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale  insisted  that  it  was  highly  un- 
parliamentar}'^  to  interfere  in  the  private 
concerns  of  the  crown.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
folk* observed,  that  if  the  noble  lord  should 
hereafter  contrive  to  britig  the  question 
before  the  house,  he  would  pledge  himself 
to  prove  that  the  public  were  more  inter- 
ested in  the  property  of  the  crown  than  in 
the  property  of  any  individuals. 

[Curates'  Residence  Bill.]  Upon  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  'Buckinghamshire  renewed  his 
objections  to  the  bill  at  some  length. 

Lord  Harratvby  supported  the  bill  upon 
the  same  grounds  he  had  advanced  upon  a 
former  debate. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  himself 
as  desirous  as  any  man  could  be  to  provide 
amply  for  every  degree  of  the  clergy,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  maintain  the  respect- 
iibility  and  dignity  of  their  sacred  charac- 
ter; but  he  was  much  afraid  this  bill 
would  not  answer  (he  *  end  which  it  pro- 
posed. He  clearly  foresaw  it  would  be 
productive  of  numerous  vexations,  which, 
instead  of  promoting  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion, would  rather  tend  to  injure  them. 
When  the  Residence  bill  passed  that  house, 
it  had  been  proposed  by  a  short  clause,  to 
make  a  provision  for  curates ;  but  that 
clause  had  been  rejected,  and  he  was  per- 
haps as  much  to  blartie  as  any  other  person 
for  the  failure  of  that  clause.      Viewing, 


did,  he  cotrld  not  give  it  im  soplpbrt ;  liiit 
as  his  objections  wcfre  p(rincipaily  gromd* 
ed  on  what  be  conceived  of  kt  effectii,  <a8  k 
lawyer,  ^he  would  wish  the  revertod  bench 
would  give  their  opinions  on  it,  which 
could  not  fail  to  ha^e  greait  weight  with 
the  house. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochesier,  in  conseipience 
of  this  appeal,  rose  said  said,  that  tte  'dio- 
cese over  which  he  presided  *was  sosmalf, 
as  not  to  furnish  a  snfficieht  ncHziber  of  ii^- 
stances  by  which  any  'criterion  for  judg- 
ment could  be  established.  He  could^ 
however,  assure  their  lordships,  that  this 
was  a  measure  to  which  he  had  paid  great 
attention,  with  a  view  of  extending  alt  the 
relief,  comfort,  and  'convenience  po^rble 
to  those  meritorious  and  active  *  labourers 
in  the  vineyard  for  whom  provision  was 
intended  by  the  present  measure ;  he  re- 
gretted, however,  that  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form  was  completely  jinadequate  to 
accomplish  the  object  which  their  lordships 
had  in  view,  and,  above  all,  that  4t  could 
not  'have  that  immediate  and  beneficial 
eiFedt  expected  by  the  liberal  and  humane 
right  reverend  preljjte,  who  chiefly  sup- 
ported it.  Their  lofdships  must  be  aware 
that  nothing  'could  tend  so  effectually 
to  the  support  and  iiiaintefttfnce  of  the 
established  religion  to  union  amongst  its 
clergy.  This  was  an  object  so  desirttble, 
that  every 'well- wisher  of  the  church  must 
feel  strongly  inclined  to  Encourage  and 
support  it ;  bv^  surely  tlie  'proper  line  to 
be  followed  was  not  that  ^hich  the' clauses 
of  this  bill  went  to  -inttHoduoe,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature.  The  curate  and 
the  re<^tor  would  be  set  at  VarfeiAce  in  the 
first  instatice,  and  th^n  their  superiors  were 
to  be  involved  in  the  contcrst  by  the  power 
of  appeal;  so  that  from  beginning  to  end 
there  w6uld  be  nothing  but  one  scene  of 
conftisioft,  distrust,  and  Jealousy.  He  cer- 
tainly "was  as  iit>erally  disposed  as  any 
man  tofwavds  the  itiferlior  clsteses  of 'the 
clergy,  but  until  ^ome  effectual  plan  sbould 
be  introduced  for  affbrdihg  them  complete 
relief,  he'w^nbt  inclined  to  disturb  the 
present  order  of  thinsfs.' ' 

The  Bishops  of  Hef^rd  arid  CMrttsk 
Coincided  \^ith  the  right" tevfel^nd  prelate 
in  his  view  of  the  feiibjebt. 

•The  Bifehop  of  Londm-regthited  tlie  ne- 
cessity which  he  f^l  t' of  dissent!*)  g  fi^omi  the 
right  rev."  prelates  >^6  bad  jiisttJfeliveHed 
their  opinions ;  but,'  pai'rtftil  as  it  was '  for 
him  to  be  in  that  siluatibn,  he  still  'felt' It 
incumbent  on  him'to'give  h1^'feeble'8up■ 


h6wever,  tbe^present  bill,  in  the' light  he    ^ort  to  this  bill,  bcf^ause* fee  ^As^e««i'Tf^ed 
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that  it  wcmld  promote  the  tatereals  of  ne- 
ligion,  and  igive  additional  iocurity  to  like 
established  chilrch. 

Lord  Hawhubtuy  supported  the  bill,  and 
•eaid,  that  the  right  Ikmi.  and  learned  gent, 
who  brought  in  the  bill  f»r  the  residence 
of  the  clergy,  had  expresaiy  declared  that 
•a  better  provision  should  be  nade  for  the 
corates,  by  a  subsequent  measure,  and 
tinder  that  impression  he  had  supported 
that  bill.  When  that  bill  vms  brougnt  into 
ihe  house  of  lords,  a  clause  to  make  a 
•better  provision  for  curates  was  then  pro- 
ipoiedj  and  the  noble  and  learned  lord  was 
one  of  those  who  psrticolarly  objected  to 
it ;  so  that  he  thought  the  present  bill  ought 
to  pass,  in  order  that  a  proper. provision 
might  be  made  for  -so  largte  and  deserving 
'm  body  of  the  clergy  as  the  curates. 

The  Bishop  of  London  bore  testimony  to 
"what  had  been  urged  by  lord  Hawkesbury 
"by  saying,  that  he  bad  himself,  when  the 
'Residence  bill  was  before  the  house,  pro- 
posed the  clause  in  favour  of  the  curates 
which  had  been  alluded  to ;  and  he  recol- 
lected, that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
'then  particularly  objected  to  it,  on  the 
iground'that  it-should  be  the  object  of  a 
separate' bill.  It  had  now  been  introduced 
■in  a  separate  bill,  and  he  thought  that  bill 
•should  pass,  for  if  it  did  not,  he  was  afraid 
*this  vrould  be  the  last  time  it  would  be  at- 
•tempted. 

The  'Lord  Clumcellor  said,  that  thus  called 

*on,  he  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words. 

'He  acknowledged  he  had  oppofed   the 

•clause  alluded  to,  and  which  had  been 

brought  in  by  the  rev.  prelate  who  spoke 

last,  and  he  had  already  mentioned  it  this 

'evening,  and  taken  blame  to  himself  on 

that  account.     He  then  very  much  wished 

the  Residence  bill  should  pass,-  and  he  and 

other  noble  lords  who  thought  with  him, 

'were  apprehensive  that  if  that  ckMse  was 

tacked  to  it,  the  bill  would  be  lost.     He 

owned  they  bad  been  mistaken,  but  that 

was  the  real  cause  of  their  objection.     He 

observed  his  noble  (irieiKl  (lord  Hawkes- 

*  bury)  smiled  at  what  he  said,  bet  if  he 
meant  it  in  doubt  of  what  he  said,  he  woold 
not  bear  it ;  for  he  had  already  expressly 
mentioned  the  circumstance  before  cither 
the  noble  lord  or  the  rev.  prelate  bad  al- 
luded to  the  clause  in  question.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  a  right  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  who  brought  in  the  Residence  bill, 
had  pledged  himself  that  a  separate  bill 

*  shodld-  be  brought  in  for  the  better  provi- 
-  sion  of  curates.     If  any  nran  could  aher 

bis  icutjments  on  llieprosent  biil|  it  would 


be  thatTiglitiKA.  sad  learned  gent. ; 
he  believed,  he  neither  attended  the  di 
sions  oiw  nur  voted  for  tlie  preseot  bill ; 
not  even  the  high  respect  and  aiectio, 
entertained  for  him  could  prevail  on 
to  countenancre  a  measure,  which,  ii^ 
oonso.ience,  he  believed  to  be«o  preg 
with  vexatious  and  mischievous  eilects 

The  Archbishop  of  Canierkury  «aid 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  p 
ciple  of  the  bill,  but  there  were  somt 
the  clauses  which  he  thought  would  be 
tended  with  injurious  efiects,  and  wc 
introduce  vexation  and  mischief;  heehc 
therefore  vote  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  being  called  foo  the  j 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 

[May«iooth  College  ]  On  the  qd 
tion  that  the  Appropriation  act  be  rea 
third  time. 

Lord   Holland  objected    to    it  on 
ground  he  had  done  yesterday,  relative 
the  alteration  in  the  grant  to  jMayno( 
College. 

Lord  H€tt»he$bwy,  for  the  reasons  he  h 
before  assigned,  defended  the  alteration 

The  Duke  of  fic^^ri/ condemned  the  ; 
teration  in  the  s^ant. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  termed  it  a  ni 
row-minded,  parsimonious  saving;  ai 
was  sorry  to  find,  that  after  ministers  hi 
expressed  their  wishes  that  all  terms 
asperity  against  the  Catholics  should  I 
avoided 9  as  well  as  every  thing  that  migi 
tend  to  irritation  among  them,  they  shout 
have  coupled  two  such  transactions,  as  t^ 
sending  back  to  Ireland,  loaded  with  hi 
nouTS,  a  man,  who  had  in  a  most  illiberl 
manner  always  shewn  himself  a  bitt^ 
enemy  of  the  Catholics,  and  this  paltn 
saving  of  3,5001.  previously  granted  thei 
lor  the  better  educating,  at  home,  pries 
to  superintend  the  religion  of  the  gre^ 
mass  of  the  people  ;  which,  takentogethe 
could  not  fiiil,  in  his  opinion,  to  cause  tl: 
greatest  irritation. — ^The  Bill  v^as  then  res 
a  third  tiae. 

[Protest  agaisst  the  Sugar  Distill ^ 
TioN  BiLL.1  On  the  third  reading  of  th 
Bill,  the  following  Protest  was  enterc 
upon  the  Journals  of  their  lordships :  vi 

"  Dissentient,  1st.  Because,  when  y 
consider  that  the  price  of  wheat  was  m 
higher  than  72«.  per  quarter,  xM>r  the  pri< 
of  barley  more  than  -iOs.  <m  4he  7th  ^ 
May,  about  which  time  it-was  firsbpn 
posed  to  stop  the* distilleries, .iuider  li 
r  pretended  notion  of  an  »appiioachiog  soa 
city,  and  that  the  price  lof^  upbeat  wi 
Ihs.  Od.  aadoC  barley  4U*^id.  on  the  A 
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of  Jan.  1802>  at  which  time  the  prohibi- 
tion, imposed  in  Dec.  1801,  was  done  away 
by  the  legislature ;  it  is  obvious  that  this 
measure  proceeds  upon  grounds  perfectly 
different  from  those  prohibitions  which 
were  enforced  in  the  35th,  36ih,  and  41st 
years  of  his  majesty's  reign. — ^Because,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, communicated  to  this  house  by  the 
house  of  commons^  that  this  measure  was 
recommended  '  with  a  view  to  apply  as 
speedy  a  relief  as  possible  to  the  case  of 
tne  West  India  planters,^  and  that  nothing 
in  the  evidence  before  them  could  have 
induced*them  to  propose  a  measure  so  hurt- 
ful ;  independent  of  that  consideration,  we 
feel  it  our  duty  to  protest  against  a  prin- 
ciple so  novel  and  dangerous  as  that  of 
depriving  the  agriculturist  of  the  benefit 
he  derives  from  the  demand  created  by 
the  distilleries,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  a 
temporary  relief  to  the  distresses  of  any 
other  classes  of  the  community. — ^Because 
we  see  great  reason  to  reprobate,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  that  principle  of  commer- 
cial legislation,  now  for  the  first  time 
adopted,  which  sanctions  the  temporary 
relief  of  those  who  have  embarked  their 
capital  in  one  branch  of  industry,  by  im- 
posing hardships  on  those  whose  capital  is 
engaged  in  promoting  the  national  prospe- 
rity through  the  means  of  another  branch 
of  industry. — It  appears  to  us,  that,  if  the 
price  of  cotton  goods  were  at  any  time  re- 
duced so  low,  from  the  abundance  of  the 
stock  in  hand,  that  they  were  sold  at  a  loss 
fo  the  manufacturers,  it  would  be  a  system 
tiew  and  injurious  to  prohibit,  on  that  ac- 
count, certain  classes  of  the  community 
from  wearing  woollen  cloth  Yet  it  is  upon 
this  principle  that  the  industry  of  the 
farmer,  whose  exertions  are  generally  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  most  beneficial  to 
the  community,  is  now  to  be  depressed, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  uncertain, 
and,  at  best,  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
West  India  planter.      LAuoEiiDALE, 

Suffolk  and  Berks, 

Selkirk.'' 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 

Thursday,  June  30. 

[Corporal  Punishments  in  the  Army.] 
Sir  F,  Burdett  rose,  and  shortly  observed, 
that  the  object  of  his  motion  was,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  regularly  before  the 
discussion  of  the  house  in  ^the  course  of 
the  next  session,  a  matter  which  he  con- 
eeived  to  be  of  the  first  importance^  and 


which  had  already  been  discussed  incident* 
ally.  He  concluded,  by  moving,  "Thai 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  .early  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament.  Regimental 
Returns  of  all  Corporal  Ponisbments  sen- 
tenced and  inflicted  during  the  last  ten 
years,  ending  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1808,  in 
every  regiment  of  Regulars,  Militia,  Gar- 
risons, and  Artillery  ;  specify iag  the 
causes,  the  sentence,  and  the  number  of 
lashes  given  at  one  or  more  periods." 

The  Secretary  at  War  rose  to  give  the 
motion  his  decided  negative,  aad  he  trust- 
ed that  the  house  would  coincide  with'  him 
in  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  woald  not 
enter  into  much  argument  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  hon.  baronet  had  not-  prefaced 
his  motion  with  many,  observations';  but 
he  would  appeal  to  the  house  and  to  the 
hon.  baronet  himself,  whether  any  good 
consequences  were  likely  to  result  from 
such  a  motion,  at  this*  particular  time  ? 
For  his  part,  he  was  convinced,  that  it 
could  produce  no  good,  and  might  pro* 
duce  great  evil.  On  this  ground,  he 
would  have  opposed  the  motion,  even  if 
the  return  moved  for  had  been  a  simple 
paper,  which  was  already  in  the  hands  of 
all  the  members.  Although  he  had  al- 
ready given  his  opinion  on  the  subject 
when  it  was  discussed  incidentally,  yet  he 
should  now  repeat,  that  there  was  nothing 
which  history  made  more  evident  than 
that  a  body  of  men  subjected  to  military 
discipline,  and  governed  by  a  particular 
law,  were  much  more  to  be  depended  on 
in  the  field  than  those  who  were  not  so 
disciplined.  *  If  this,  then,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  general  truth»  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why,  at  the  present  moment,  and  with 
such  an  enemy  as. we  have  now  to  contend 
with,  that  the  discipline  which  had  so  long 
subsisted  in  the  British  army  should  now 
be  shaken.  It  appeared  to  him  that  great 
evil  might  be  produced  from  this  question 
being  agitated  among  the  common  sol- 
diers. He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
competence  of  the  house  to  discuss  this  or 
any  other  subject  which  should  be  brought 
before  them  relative  to  the  army,  as  it 
was  competent  to  them  to  address  his 
majesty  on  all  such  subjects  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  would  be  for  the  discretion 
of  the  house,  and  also  for  the  discretion  of 
the  individual  member  who  brought  for- 
ward such  inotions,  to  consider  whether 
they  could  be  productive  of  any  good,  and 
whether,  on  the  other  hand»  they  were  not 
likely  to  produce  much  mischief. — No 
member  Tising  to  speak» 
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Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose,  in  reply  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  the  Secre- 
tary at  War.    He  was  extremely  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  his  motion  had 
been  received  by  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, as  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  matter 
of  greater  importance,  or  more  peculiarly 
important  in  the  present  times,  could  not 
possibly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house.     He  thought  they  would  do 
ill  by  the  country,- and  that  they  would  do 
ill  by  its  gallant  army,  if  they  were  to 
leave  out  of  their  consideration  entirely 
the  sufierings  to  which  that  army,  and  the 
individuals  that  composed  it,  were  daily 
exposed.     If  this  consideration  was  at  all 
times  due  to  the  army,  it  was  more  pecu- 
liarly due  to  it  at  a  time  when  it  comprised 
BO  considerable  a  portion  of  om*  popula- 
tion, and  when,  by  the  institution  of  the 
Local  Militia,  every  man  in  England  was 
affected  by  the  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try.— He  did  not  think  that  considerations 
of  that  nature  should  be  answered  by  old 
trite   observations,   of  military  discipline 
being  a  necessary  thing,  and  of  disciplined 
troops  being  better  than  those  that  were 
undisciplined.     Such  general  observations 
were  not  of  weight  enough  to  be  entitled 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  discussion  upon  the 
subject.     As  to  the  objection  of  the  great 
difficulty   in  obtaining   such  returns,   h^ 
could  not  but  conceive  that  those  returns 
could  be  easily  procured  from  every  regi- 
ment in  the   service.      As  to  the  great 
danger  that  there  was  supposed  to  be  in 
parliament  meddling  at  all  with  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  army,  he  was  enabled,  in 
support  of  his  own  opinion,  to  cite  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  who  in 
speaking  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  said,  "  That 
the  Mutiny  Act  was  an  act  hastily  penned, 
and  he  wished  that  it  should  be,  some  time 
or   another,   submitted  to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  parliament.' '     It  was  not, 
therefore,  extraordinary   that  he   should 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that 
Blackstone  viewed   it,  or  that  he  should 
think  that  this  was  a  time  peculiarly  proper 
for  such  a  consideration.   When  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  were  becoming 
military,  and  perhaps  ought  to  become 
military,  at  such  a  time.it  was  peculiarly 
necessary  that  the  military  code  should  be 
made  as  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  the 
nation  as  was  consistent  with  the  proper 
ends  of  military  discipline.    He  could  not 
•ee  what  objection  there,  was  to  produc- 
ing information  upon  the  subject,  as  the 
bouse  would  have   afterwards  the  power 


of  determining,  according  to  their  discre« 
tton,  up6n  the   information   so  received. 
If  the   information  ^as  laid   before  the 
house,    and    the    house,   upon  deliberate 
consideration,   found  that  the  system  of 
corporal  punishment  could  not  be  got  rid 
of,  it  would  at  least  be  satisfactory  to  the 
public  to  know,  that  the  subject  had  occu- 
pied the  serious  attention  of  the  legislature. 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  found,  that  the  sys- 
tem was  at  least  capable  of  receiving  a 
good   deal   of  moditicdtion ;  and   that  it 
should  tiot  be  lefl  to  the   caprice,  folly, 
or  accidental  disposition  and  character  of 
mind  of  particular  commaiiders,  wh^t  pu- 
nishment those  under  their  command  were 
to  be  subject  to.     It  was  well   known  in 
the  army,  that  under  one  officer  corporal 
punishments  were  seldom  or  never  known 
in  a  regiment ;  but  that  when  the  same 
regiment  passed   under  the  command  of 
another  officer,  they  became  frequent.    It 
was  in  vain  to  say  that  the   character  of 
the  English  soldiers  made  the  frequency 
of  those  punishments  necessary ;  for  it  was 
well  known,  that  some  officers,  much  to 
their  credit,  preserved  the  discipline  of 
their  regiments,  and  increased  their  re- 
putation, without  often  recurring  to  this 
mode  of  punishment ;  whereas  there  were 
other  officers,  under  whom  it  was  much  * 
practised,  and  it  was  not  remarked  that 
their  regiments  were^ much   improved  by 
it.  '  He  should  not  hesitate  to  name  a  par- 
ticular   regiment    in    illustration*  of  his 
argument.     The  15th  Light  Dragoons  had 
formerly  gained  reputation  for  discipline 
at   home,    and   for   good   conduct   when 
abroad.     It  had,  as  he  understood,  been 
for  nearly  eight  years  under  the  command 
of  an  officer  who  was  not  fond  of  infltcting 
corppral  punishments,  and  in  the  space  of 
eight  yeai-s  there  had  been,  as  h(i  under- 
stood, but  six  corporal  punishments  in  the 
regiment,  which  was  at  that  time  remark- 
able for  its  discipline  and  good  conduct. 
That  regiment  had,   however,  now  got 
another  commander  (the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land) ;  and  while  it  was  under  his  com- 
mand, he  w^as  informed,  that  there  had  been 
no  less  than  80  punishments  in  less  than  half 
that  period  ;  and  he  was  told    that  the 
regiment  was  likely  to  be  spoiled.     He 
thought  it  was  most  evident  that  soldiers 
should  not  be  left,  in  this  respect,  to  the 
caprice  or  accidental  character  of  the  dif- 
ferent individuals  who  should  happen  to 
command  it.     The   right   hon.  secretary 
said,  that  discipline  must  be  kept  up  in  an 
army  :  this  was  a  tbing^which  every  body 
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knew;  bat  other  armies  kept  up  tkeir 
discipline  without  haring  recourse  to  the 
punishment  of  the  huh.  The  enemy  with 
whom  we  were  contending,  had  also  disci* 
pUned  armies,  although  there  were  no 
jucb  disgraceful  punishments  in  hii  armies. 
He  would  not  believe  that  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  character  of  English  soldiers 
which  required  a  much  greater  severity  of 
treatment  than  any  other  army>  perhaps 
with  the  exception  of  the  Russian  army. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  surprised  at  the 
hffli.  baronet  having  conceived  that  this 
was  a  proper  period  to  bring  forward  such 
a  motion.  He  hardly  knew  how  to  argue 
against  the  hon.  baronet,  as  their  views 
upon  almost  every  subject  were  so  totally 
different,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  point 
of  coincidence.  He  wondered,  however, 
that  if  the  hon.  baronet  felt  the  subject  of 
so  great  importance,  he  should  have  siept 
over  it  until  the  session  was  just  upon  the 
close.  If  the  returns  could  be  made,  and 
it  appeared  that  punishments  were  fre- 
quent, that  would  not  support  the  argu- 
mejitt  of  the  hon.  baronet,  as  it  would  be  a 
greater  proof  of  the  existence  of  offence 
than  of  the  impropriety  of  the  punishment. 
The  mottcMft  of  the  hon.  baronet,  connected 
with  the  observations  he  had  formerly 
made,  did  k)ok  like  a  settled  and  syste- 
matic intention  to  bring  the  military  code 
of  the  country  into  disrepute,  in  the 
French  code,  to  which  he  appeared  to 
give  so  great  a  preference,  the  officers 
could,  without  any  trial,  inflict  the  punish- 
aaent  of  death,  upon  any  soldier  whom  he 
i^M>uld  conceive  to  have  committed  an 
ofience  that  deserved  it.  When  they  had 
ieatch  a  power,  corporal  punishment  might 
not  be  so  necessary.  If  corporal  punish- 
ment existed  in  our  army,  it  was  because 
by  the  English  code  no  man's  life  or  |jer- 
•on  could  be  touched  or  shaken  without 
the  decision  of  a  competent  tribunal.  The 
hon »  baronet  had,  however,  found  an  op- 
portunity to  insinuate  that  punishments 
in  the  array  depended  on  the  caprice, 
folly, -or  passion  of  commanding  ofiicers, 
end  to  mention  the  name  of  an  illustrious 
commander.  He  must  have  known,  how- 
ever, that  no  man  could  be  punished  in 
the  army,  but  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  the  n>em'bers  of  which  were  upon 
their  oaths.  The  house  might  therefore 
judge  with  what  degree  of  liberality  and 
candour  it  was  that  he  drew  his  views, 
^om  what  he  had  stated  to  have  taken 
place  in  one  particular  regiment.  He 
must  al«o  observe,  that  the  regimetiis  of 


cavalry  w«re  much  fbller  now  than  at  the 
time  the  hon.  baronet  alluded  to,  and  that 
on  that  account  the  punishments  might  be 
supposed  to  be  more  numerous.  H«  an* 
ticipated  the  ^elings  of  the  house,  and  tha 
disapprobation  they  would  express  to  the 
motion.  He  conceived  the  statement  was 
a  most  injurious  misrepresentation  of  our 
military  code.  No  soldiers  excelled  th^ 
Enfflish  soldiers  in  their  attachment  to 
their  king,  and  their  fidelity  to  their 
country,  or  who  testified  it  more,  when 
their  fidelity  and  attachment  were  put  to 
the  test.  He  was  sure  that  the  majority 
of  that  house,  and  the  great  mass  of  the 
country,  would  disapprove  of  interfering 
with  the  established  discipline. 

Sir  George  Warrender  was  of  opinion> 
that  the  full  rigour  of  the  military  coda 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  the  local  militia. 
But  with  respect  to  its  application  to  the 
regular  army  he  difiered  widely  from  the 
hon.  baronet,  as  he  did  almost  on  every 
thing  he  brought  before  the  house,  it 
was  not  only  by  the  previous  form  of  a 
court  martial  that  the  arbitrary  infltction 
of  punishment  was  guarded  against,  but 
by  the  inspection  of  the  visiting  general 
officers,  who  were  to  see  the  regimental 
returns  of  the  courts  martial,  of  the  pu- 
nishments that  should  have  taken  place, 
and  of  the  degree  and  manner  in  which 
those  punishments  should  have  been  exe- 
cuted ;  of  a^  which  particulars  the  com*- 
mander  in  chief  required  particular  reports 
to  be  made  to  him.  The  general  officers- 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  of  the  men, 
as  i^ey  passed  the  companies,  whether 
they  had  any  grievance  to  complain  of. 
With  all  these  checks  there  could  be  no 
instance  of  wanton  or  capricious  punish- 
ment. The  use  of  the  cane  was  entirely 
laid  aside  in  consequence  of  the  denunci** 
ation  of  his  majesty's  severe  displeasure. 
He  lho\ight  it  necessary  to  state  these  facts, 
to  prevent  the  public  mind  from  receiving 
a  false  impression  on  a  matter  so  im« 
portanti 

Lord  Folkestone  supported  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  baronet.  He  agreed  entirely  in 
the  eulogium  which  was  bestowed  by  a 
noble  lord  on  the  character  of  English  sol- 
diers ;  but  he  thought  that  very  eulogium 
was  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
as  it  shewed  that  such  men  did  not  deserve 
to  be  subjected  to  more  disgraccrftrl  of 
severe  punishments,  than  were  those  in 
the  other  armies  of  the  world.  The  noble 
lord,  however,  had  advanced  no  reason 
against  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baron«t. 
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although  iie  had  made  some  comments 
upon  his  speech.  If  by  the  returns  moved 
for,  it  should  appear  that  those  punish- 
ments were  not  very  frequent,  and  that 
they  were  administered  in  a  steady,  even, 
course  of  justice,  then  the  production  of 
such  a  return  would  be  the  best  answer 
that  could  be  given  to  the  speech  of  the 
worthy  baronet.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
appeared  (as  he  believed  no  gentleman 
out  of  that  house  would  deny),  that  the 
system  of  punishment  was  by  no  means 
uniform  or  regular,  but  was  diilerent  in 
one  regiment  from  another,  and  in  the 
same  regiment,  when  it  changed  its  com- 
mander, he  thought  it  was  evident  that 
that  was  not  an  equal  or  impartial  code, 
and  that  the  system  ought  to  be  reformed 
or  modified.  The  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  fmd  out  the  manner  in  which  this 
military  code  was  exercised.  It  was  well 
known  that  every  regiment  was  subject  to 
the  same  military  code,  and  yet,  if  this 
code  in  some  .  regiments,  or  under  some 
officers,  should  be  found  infinitely  more 
severe  than  in  others,  it  was  necessary  to 
guard  those  regiments,  and  the  army  at 
large,  from  the  consequences  of  the  caprice 
of  individual  officers. 

IVlr.  Windham  did  not  conceive  that  such 
return  would  enable  the  house  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  subject.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  principal  thing 
which  was  to  protect  the  soldier  from  ca- 
pricious punishment,  was  effected  in  this 
country  by  making  a  couil-martial  neces- 
sary before  punishment  could  be  inflicted. 
He  thought  that  by  the  French  code,  the 
soldier  was  more  exposed  to  capricious 
punishment,  as  he  bad  not  the  benefit  of  a 
trial.  He  hoped  that  the  evil  would  be 
corrected  in  a  gradual  manner ;  and  he 
tliought  that  it  would  be  best  eficcted  by 
countenancing  those  officers  who  kept  up 
the  discipline  of  their  regiments  without 
making  those  punishments  often  neces- 
sary, and  by  discountenancing  those  who 
only  preserved  the  discipline  of  their 
regiments  by  the  frequency  and  severity 
of  corporal  punishments.  He  thought  the 
feelings  of  the  officers,  and  the  fashion  of 
the  service,  would  do  more  to  diminish 
these  punishments,  than  could  safely  be 
done  by  the  legislature. 

Earl  Temple  said,  that  his  principal  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  was,  that  it  might  at 
the  present  moment  do  harm,  and  that  it 
could  not  do  good.  If  the  motion  was 
agreed  to  at  the  close  of  the  session,  it 
would  hold  out  hopes  and  expectations  to 
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the  soldiers,  which  would  probably  b 
appointed.    He  therefore  thought  it 
do  no  good  to  turn  the  attention  o 
legislature  to    the    subject ;  but  th 
might  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  to  hav 
attention  of  the  different  commanding 
cers  directed  to  the  consideration  of! 
subject.     In  that  point  of  view  onl 
appeared  to  him  that  good  could  r< 
from  the  agitation  of  this  question.     ] 
haps  the  diflerent   commanding  offi^ 
might,  by  consulting  together  upon 
subject,  find  out  other  punishments 
would  be  equally  effectual  in  keeping 
the  discipline  of  those  regiments,  witT] 
being  so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  i 
in  general.     He  did  not  conceive,  lij 
ever,  that  the  motion  of  the  hon.  barcj 
had  justly  subjected  him  to   any  repr 
as  it  was  notorious  that  the  punishmenlj 
the  lash  was  much  less  frequent  iu  ford 
armies  than  in  ours. 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  decidedly  adver?^ 
the    production   of  such  returns.     Tli 
would  be   only  giving  to  the  house 
groans  of  the  sufferers,  without  giving  | 
evidence  upon  which  they  received  th 
sentences.     Corporal  punishment  was  i 
peculiar  to  the  army,  but  might   be 
flic  ted  by  the  sentence  of  the  judges 
various  offences  at  the  common  law. 
soldier  had,  in  addition  to  the  court-mart 
that  tried  him,  the  advantage  of  an  appc 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  mig 
order  a  general  court-martial,  and  he  hi 
actually  known  a  case  where  a  soldier  hi 
obtained  a  new  trial  upon  such  an  appe< 
and  was  acquitted. — ^The  house  then  c 
vided :  For  the  motion  4 .;  Against  it  7i 
— Majority  73. 

[Hyde  Park.]      Mr.  Creecof  rose, 
consequence  of  the  notice  he  had  givci 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  tl 
house  the  intended  encroachments  in  Hyc 
Park.     It  would  be  unnecessary  for  him 
endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  house  tl 
great  advantages  which   the  populatic 
of  this  vast  metropolis  derived  from  bavir 
access  to  the  three  Parks.     It  was,  ther 
fore,  a  subject  of  considerable  regret 
him,  to  find  there  was  a  plan  in  conter 
platidii  for  devotinsc  a  great  part  of  Hy< 
Park  to  private  edifices.     It  was  a  vei 
ungracious  thing  in  any  officer  to  recor 
mend  to  his  majesty  that  certain  parts 
it  hhould  be  granted  out  for  such  purpos< 
He  would  not  deny  that  the  king  had  t 
right  of  doing  so  ;  but  when  it  was  co 
sidered  that  within  these  tew  years   t 

I  public  hud  paid  no  less  than  7 1,000/.  i 
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the  improvement  of  tlie  Parks,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  they  had  a  pretty 
good  claim  to  the  use  of  them  at  least.  It 
vras  siaid  that  the  proposed  plan  would 
extend  only  to  eight  houses,  but  if  the 
buildings  were  once  begun,  he  was  con> 
vinced  the  system  would  go  on.  These 
eisrht  houses  would  not  be  the  last.  When 
on  a  former  evening^  he  made  use  of  the 
word  '  favouritism,^  he  did  not  mean  to 
imply  that  any  political  favouritism  was 
shewn  by  the  Crown  Surveyor ;  but  he 
certainly  did  mean  to  say,  that  an  im- 
proper preference  was  likely  to  be  given 
by  that  person,  and  that  some  individuals 
nearly  connected  with  him  were  to  obtain 
that  preference.  It  was  tio  excuse  to  say, 
that  persons  whose  political  opinions  did 
not  accord  with  those  of  that  gentleman, 
were  also  to  obtain  grants  of  the  same 
kind.  The  object  of  his  motion  was  the 
production  of  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Fordyce  and  the  lords  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  their  consent 

•  to  the  leases  which  he  was  about  to  execute. 
Should  the  correspondence,  be  granted  to 
him,  it  was  his  intention  to  follow  it  up 

.  by  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  leave 
Hyde  Park  in  its  present  state. 

Mr.  Hanhury  Tracey  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. He  censured  the  plan  of  curtailing 
Hyde  Park ;  but  if  the  measure  was  per- 
severed in,  he  wished  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  would  include  him  among  those 
to  whom  lots  were  to  be  given. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  no  ground  had  been  laid  for  the 
motion,  and  that  it  would  ill  become  the 
house  to.  interpose  between  his  majesty 
.  and  the  exercise  of  one  of  his  undoubted 
rights.  It  was  to  be  presumed  that  on  this 
occasion  he  would  act  with  the  same  bene- 

•  ficence  and  conscientious  regard  to  the 
interests  and  convenience  of  his  subjects 
that  had  marked  the  whole  of  his  reign. 
There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  his  ma- 
jesty would  make  any  improper  grants. 
The  plan,  in  fact,  had  not  3'et  been  sub- 
mitted to  him.  It  was  only  a  few  days 
ago  that  it  was  laid  before  the  Treasury. 
With  what  propriety,  therefore,  ill  this 
stage  of  the  business,  could  the  lion,  mem- 
ber call  upon  the  house  to  interfere  ? 
There  was  no  intention  to  convert  the 
Park  into  a  town,  and  for  any  purposes  of 
sordid  gain  to  turn  that  which  was  now 
used  for  recreation  into  streets.  Such 
a  project  would  meet,  and  deservedly,  with 
general  reprobation.    But  he  could  not 


see  upon  what  grounds  that  houae  could 
call  upon  his  majesty  to  refrain  from  the 
moderate  exercise  of  an  undoubted  right. 
As  to  favouritism,  he  would  assure  the 
hon.  gent,  it  was  not  intended  to  give  an 
undue  preference  to  any  person.  The 
grants  were  to  be  the  subject  of  fair  and 
open  competition;  and  they  who  might 
succeed  in  obtaining  them,  would  iind, 
that  t;hey  occupied  the  most  expensive 
houses,  by  far,  in  the  metropolis.  As  he 
had  before  observed,  no  case  had  been 
made  out,  and  he  must,  therefore,  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Windham  contended,  that  this  was 
a  subject,  of  all  others,  fit  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  house,  and  that  this  was  pre- 
cisely the  moment  when  it  should  inter- 
pose. The  plan,  it  appeared,  was  almost 
completely  arranged,  and  if  the  house  did 
not  address  his  majesty  now^  they  .would 
have  no  other  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
By  the  time  they  next  met,  the  houses 
probably  would  be  half  built,  or,  at  least, 
so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  discontinue  the  plan.  Against  the  plan 
he  must  enter  his  protest.  He  was  not 
quite  sure  that  his  majesty  possessed  the 
right  of  disposing  of  the  park  in  the  way 
proposed.  It  would  be  a  satisfaction  to 
him  to  know  how  the  crown  and  the 
public  stood  in  that  respect,  and  whether 
it  had  not  given  up  the  right  which  it  was 
now  intended  to  assert,  in  consequence  of 
the  payment  from  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
It  was  idle  to  suppose  the  plan  would  not 
go  on  if  it  were  once  begun,  and  that  it 
would  be  limited  to  eight  houses.  These 
houses  would  go  on,  co-operating  with 
other  houses,  until  it  would  be  no  longer 
a  park.  Indeed,  it  could  scarcely  be 
called  so  at  present,  for  it  was  almost  in- 
vested with  houses.  On  one  side  there 
was  Knightsbridge,  grown  into  a  consider • 
able  town ;  on  another,  Kensington.  There 
was  also  a  great  town  starting  up  on  the 
northern  sicte.  Now,  if  in  addition  to  these 
a  number  of  houses  should  be  erected,  the 
power  of  vegetation  would  be  completely 
destroyed.  The  park  would  no  longer 
be  that  scene  of  health  and  recreation  it 
formerly  was.  It  was  a  saying  of  lord 
Chatham,  that  the  parks  were  the  lungs  of 
London;  He  could  devise  no  means  more 
efiectual  for  the  destruction  of  these  lungs 
than  the  proposed  plan.  The  great  in- 
crease of  the  metropolis  might  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  desire  which  every  mail  felt  to 
get  as  it  were  into  the  country ;  to  go  a 
little  further  towards  it  than  his  naighboor. 
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He  had  heard  of  parks  being  decorated 
widi  grotios  and  temples,  but  here  was  a 
plan  to  decorate  a  park  with  houses  ;  as  if 
a  citizen,  who  should  leave  Whitechapel  on 
a  Sunday  evening  to  get  a  little  fresh  air, 
would  feel  much  gratified  when  he  arrived 
at  Hyde-nark  to  see  nothing  but  houses. 
He  would  most  probably  think  that  he  had 
seen  enough  of  these  in  the  course  of  his 
walk.  Hyde  park  would  not  admit  of  be- 
ing contracted,  and  he  trusted  that  this 
plan  of  decorating  it,  by  setting  a  few 
London  houses  in  the  midst  of  it,  would  be 
abandoned.  He  was  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  marking  out  these  consequences. 
There  were  but  few  marks  of  royal  splen- 
dour in  the  metropolis.  Though  he  did 
not  think  so  lowly  of  St.  James's  as  othei-s, 
yet  still  he  must  say,  that  if  it  did  not  look 
like  a  palace,  it  did  not  look  like  any 
thing  else :  certainly,  not  like  a  private 
house.  That  and  the  parks  were  the  only 
signs  that  London  was  ever  used  as  a 
royal  residence.  He  protested  therefore, 
against  any  project  intended  to  convert 
these  into  a  source  of  emolument.  The 
inconvenience  that  would  result  from  it 
would  infinitely  outweigh  any  advantage 
that  would  be  derived  from  it.  He  was 
glad  that  this  discussion  had  taken  place* 
It  would  not  be  without  its  use,  if  it  should 
prevent  the  execution  of  a  plan  which,  to 
speak  of  its  consequences  in  the  mildest 
way,  must  at  least  produce  very  considera- 
ble dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  agreeing  as  he 
did  in  every  word  which  fell  from  his 
right  hon.  friend,  he  would  only  trouble 
the  house  with  a  few  words.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  was  extremely  anxious  to 
promote  the  improvement  ot  the  metro- 
polis, and  particularly  of  the  city  of  West- 
minster ;  but  in  all  the  plans  which  he 
had  supported  and  recommended  in  that 
view,  it  was  a  principle  with  him  not  to  crib 
one  inch  from  any  of  the  parks.  He  could 
not  conceive  upon  what  grounds  it  was, 
that  the  surveyor  of  the  crown  lands  sup- 
posed his  majesty  would  give  his  con- 
currence to  so  ridiculous  and  unjust  a  plan, 
as  that  in  contemplation.  The  park  was 
already  sufficiently  encroached  upon.  Ha- 
milton-place was  both  an  encroachment 
and  a  nuisance.  He  had  been  to  visit  it 
that  morning,  and  such  a  gibbet-like  erec- 
tion he  never  saw.  It  was  all  angles  and 
projections.  There  was  also  that  heavy 
lump,  Bathurst  House,  which  he  could 
compare  to  nothing  but  a  tub  of  brick. 
The  plan,  he  understood,  was  to  erect  a 


number  of  houses  parallel  with  Park-Is 
but  to  build  only  opposite  mean  and 
houses.     But  was  not  the  mean  house 
dear  to  the   proprietor,   as  the  splen 
mansions  of  lords  Grosvenor  and   Pc 
were'  to  those  noblemen  ?  Did  he  not, 
fact,  pay  an  additional  price  for  the  vi 
as  well  as  his  wealthier  neighbour,  i 
why  was  he  to  be  deprived  of  it  ?    If  t 
plan  were  carried  into   eiicct,  the  p 
prietors  of  these  new  houses  would  na 
rally  throw  their  best  rooms  towards  i 
park,  and  put  their  stables  and  other  n 
sances  towards  Park-lane.     It  would  b< 
less  objectionable  plan  to  build  on  be 
sides  of  Rotten-row,  that  gentlemen  mi^ 
take  their  morning  rides  there,  and  hn 
the  advantage  of  being  gazed  at  by  t 
ladies  in  the  balconies.     If  the  right  he 
gentleman  would  have  the  candour  to  : 
sure  the  house  that  nothing  further  woi 
be  done  in. this  business  until  the  ne 
session,  he  would  recommend  his   he 
friend  to  withdraw  his  motion.     Before 
sat  down,  he  would  embrace  the  opp€ 
tunity  of  apprising  the  house,  that  in  t 
course  of  the  next  session  it  was  his  inte 
tion  to  bring  forward  the  motion  respe^ 
ing  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis, 
which  he  had  given  notice  two  years  a^ 
but  which  he  afVerwards  dropped  in  co 
sequence  of  some  objections  on  the  sec 
of  economy  from  the  administration  wi 
which  he  was  then  connected. 

Mr.  Creevey  professed  his  willingness 
withdraw  his  motion  upon  the  assuran 
suggested  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  tfc 
consistently  with  his  duty,  and  the  view 
took  of  the  subject,  he  would  give  no  su 
assurance. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  that  so  far  from  t 
plan  being  completely  arranged,  he  h 
only  heard  of  it  about  a  week  ago. 

A  division  then  took  place:  Ayes  2 
Noes  36. — Majority  against  the  motion  ] 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  July  1 . 

[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  Ilolk 
wished  to  be  informed  whether  any  < 
gagement  had  yet  been  entered  into  w 
Sweden,  to  give  eOect  on  their  part  to  t 
Orders  in  Council.  A  noble  friend  of 
(lord  Grenville)  had  formerly  given  noti 
of  a  motion  to  address  his  majesty  to  : 
yoke  those  Orders,  but  bad  been  mdu< 
to  withdraw  it  ih  consequence  of  the  i 
gociations  that  were  pending.     AUhoi 
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BO  motion  to  that  efiect  had,  on  that  ac- 
count, since  been  made,  he  still  retained 
his  former  opinion  with  respect  to  the  im- 
policy and  injustice  of  those  Orders.      As 
the  case  at  present  stood,  the  execution  of 
them  rested  with  his  majesty's  ministers, 
in  whom  he  could  have  very  little  confi- 
dence.    They  had  the  power  of  suspend- 
ing their  execution  in  certain  cases,  by 
means  of  granting  licences;   and  he  was 
anxious  to  know  what  policy  in  this  res- 
pect  it  was  intended   to  adopt  towards 
t>pain.     He  did  not  wish  to  extort  from 
miiiistcrs  any  answer  that  it  might  be  im- 
proper to  give;    hut  he  trusted  that  the 
narrow  policy  of  selling  licences  would  not 
be  adopted  upon  the  present  occasion,  but 
that   a   broad   and   liberal   policy   would 
mark  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters with  respect  to  the  Spanish  nation ; 
and  in  this  view,  it  might  be  expedient  to 
revoke  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  re- 
garded  the  ports  of  that  country.     He 
could  not  help  again  adverting  to  the  ex* 
pediency  of  issuing  a  Declaration,  stating 
in  an  open  and  manly  manner  our  views 
with  respect  to  Spain,  and  pur  determina- 
tion to  assist  them,  without  intermixing 
any  selfish  objects  in  the  recovery  of  their 
independence.      He  had  heard  that  the 
Spanish  prisoners  had  been  released,  and 
he  applauded  it  as  a  wise  and  liberal  act. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of  our 
motives  for  doing  so,  which  would  have 
had  a  much  better  effect  in  Spain  than  the 
mere  act  itself,  or  than  what  the  released 
prisoners  could  be  enabled  to  state  on  their 
return  to  Spain.     He  could  not  agree  in 
the  policy  of  waiting  until  a  regular  go- 
vernment was  established  in  Spain  ;    that 
roust  rather  be  the  result  of  the  present 
struggle  for  their  independence,  than  pre- 
cede it.     In  the  case  of  the  revolotton  in 
England,  at  (he  time  of  the  landing  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  James  H.  having  abdi- 
cated the  throne,  there  was  no  regular  go- 
vernment left;  the  establishment  of  a  new 
government  was  the  result  of  the  discus- 
sions which  then  took  place.      Upon  this 
subject  he  felt,  in  common  with  every  man 
in  the-  country,  the  greatest  anxiety  as  to 
the  result ;   and  a  great  anxiety  also  to 
know,  as  far  as  it  could  with  propriety  be 
known,  what  line  of  policy  ministers  would 
adopt. 

Lord  Hatvkesbury  S2dd,  with  respect  to 
Sweden,  that  the  roost  satisfactory  assu- 
rances had  been  received  from  the  court 
of  Stockholm,  of  the  disposition  of  that 


court  to  give  eveiy  edect  to  that  system 
which  had  been  adopted  in  our  Orders  in 
Council.     He  would  not  now  argue   the 
question  respecting  these  Orders,  as  it  had 
been  argued  over  and  over  again  ;  but  he 
would  merely  state,  that  his  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
that  measure,  remained  the  same  as  he  had 
repeatedly  expressed  in  that  house.     Tbe 
noble  lord  seemed  to   misapprehend    the 
policy  of  tbe  system  adopted  under  tbe 
Orders ;  inasmuch  as  it  was  merely  intend- 
ed to  extend  it  to  powers  at  war  with  bis 
majesty,  and  to  countries  occupied  by  their 
arms.     With  respect  to  Spain,  the  prison- 
ers, as  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  ha^l  been 
released,  and  uiM>n  that  subject  be  couki 
assure  the  noble  lord,  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  give  every 
assistance  to  the  Spanish  nation  that  was 
consistent  with  the  utmost  generosity  and 
liberality,  without  intermixmg  any  partial 
feelings  or  selfish  objects;  every  assistance 
that  could  tend  to  insure  to  them  saccess 
in  the  glorious  struggle   in  which   they 
were  now  engaged.     It  was  the  sentiment 
of  every  man  m  the  country^  whatever 
might  be  his  opinions  upon  other  subjects, 
that  every  possible  assistance  should  be 
given  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  contest  in 
which  they  were  now  engaged,  and  his 
majesty's  ministers  were  disposed  to  render 
that  assistance  in  the  sfSirit  of  generosity 
and  liberality,  and  with  a  hope  that  it 
might  lead  to  that  ultimate  success  which 
it  vtras  the  wish  of  every  man  in  the  coon- 
try,  should  be  the  result.    The  present  si« 
tuation  of  Spain  derived  additional  interest  * 
from  that  congeniality  of  sentiment  which 
had  for  centuries  existed  between  Spam 
and  this  country,  and  of  which  additional 
proofs  had  been  derived  from  tbe  seceat 
communication  with  the  Spanish  nation. 
Their  wars  bad  no  reference  to  any  difie- 
rence  of  sentiment,  the  congeniality  which 
had  so  long  existed  still  remained,  and  ex- 
cited a  strong  additional  interest  in  the 
event  of  the  struggle* 

The  Earl  of  Lmdcrdak  adverted  to  a 
former  statement  of  the  noble  secretary  of 
state,  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the 
court  of  Stockholm  to  g^e  effect  to  the 
system  adopted  in  the  Orders  in  Council, 
and  obsei*ved,  thai  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected by  this  time  that  some  engagement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  or  that  some 
treaty  would  have  been  signed,  which 
might  have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house,  and  which  would  have  been  a  bel- 
ter proof  of  the  dispositions  of  that  court. 


1120]       PARI*  DEBATES,  July  2,  noS.^Chairmm  qf  Ways  and  Meam.       [l 


With  respect  to  the  effect  of  those  Orders, 
he  complained  that  the  i-eturns  which  had 
been  some  time  since  moved  for,  of  the 
exports  and  imports  at  different  ports,  had 
not  yet  been  laid  before  the  house,  so  that 
they  were  unable  to  judge  of  the  effect  of 
those  Orders  upon  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  from  those  papers  not  being  laid 
upon  the  table,  they  had  at  least  a  right 
to  suspect,  that  they  were  not  favourable 
to  the  conclusion  which  ininisters  wished 
to  draw  from  the  operation  of  those  Or- 
ders. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  appeared  to  have  mis- 
conceived a  part  of  what  he  had  said  with 
respect  to  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  on  our  intercourse  with  Spain. 
Spain,  in  her  present  anomalous  state,  was 
not,  it  was  true,  an  enemy  ;  but  still  she 
could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral,  and 
thus,  under  the  operations  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  her  ports  would  be  blockaded 
with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  What 
he  was  therefore  anxious  to  learn  from 
ministers  was,  whether  they  intended  to 
deal,  upon  this  occasion,  in  the  sale  of 
licences,  which  he  considered  a  narrow 
and  unwise  policy ;  and  whether  they  in- 
tended to  revoke  those  Orders  as  far  as 
'  they  regarded  the  ports  of  Spain. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  adverted  to  the 
document  upon  the  table,  containing  a 
statement  of  the  exports  and  imports  at 
the  port  of  London  for  the  quarter  ending 
the  5th  of  April  1 808,  to  shew  the  decrease, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  quarters 
of  1807  ;  the  exports  of  British  manufac- 
tures in  the  latter  being  5,100,000/.  and  in 
the  former  4,900,000/. ;  and  the  imports, 
and  also  the  exports,  of  foreign  produce, 
decreasing  in  proportion,  to  prove  thereby 
the  injurious  efiects  of  the  Orderi  in 
Council. 

Lord  HamkeAwry  observed,  that  the 
amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  was  no 
criterion  in  itself;  the  question  was,  were 
they  greater  or  less  than  they  would  have 
been  if  the  measure  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  not  been  resorted  to  ?  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
lord  (Holland)',  he  now  clearly  under- 
stood the  object  of  that  noble  lord  to  be  to 
ascertain,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
ininisters  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Council 
so  far  as  regarded  the  ports  of  Spain  ?  He 
coiiM  only  state,  that  if  the  noble  lord 

'his  curiosity  for    a  few 

i ted  that  ministers  had  not 

ttion  of  this  part  of 


the  subject,  and  he  had  no  hcsitatio 
saying,  that  in  this  respect,  as  well  a 
others,  it  was  their  wish  to  act  with 
utmost  generosity  and  liberality  tows 
the  Spanish  nation. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  expressed  a  h 
that  the  narrow  policy  of  taking  posses 
of  a  few  ships,  would  not  be  the  only 
mulus  to  induce  ministers  to  afford  as! 
ance  to  Spain.  He  considered  the  ca 
of  the  Spaniards  entitled  to  all  ^he  aid 
protection  this  country  could  afford. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  himself  satisf 
with  the  explanation  given  by  the  nol 
secretary  ot  state. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday,  July  2.  | 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  The  Sugar  fl 
tillcry  bill  was  brought  from  the  lorc| 
with  an  amendment,  to  which  their  lor! 
ships  desired  the  concurrence  of  til 
commons. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  moved,  that  the  hou 
do  agree  to  the  lords  amendment  in  th 
hill.  The  bill,  in  fact,  now  stood  in  ti 
precise  state  in  which  it  was  when  it  le 
that  house.  An  alteration  had  surre| 
tttlously  been  made  in  the  bill  in  its  passa<2 
from  that  to  the  other  house  of  parliamen 
by  substituting  the  words  Great  Britai 
for  the  word  England,  and  the  amendmci 
of  the  lords  only  brought  back  the  bill  t 
that  state  in  which  it  was  when  last  befoi 
them. — ^The  amendment  was  according! 
agreed  to. 

[Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.]  Th 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  move 
the  usual  grants  to  the  officers  of  th 
house,  &c.  and  among  others  the  sum  ( 
1200/:  to  Mr.  Wharton  for  his  trouble  i 
acting  as  chairman  of  the  public  con 
mittees  of  that  house, 

Mr.  Biddulph  took  occasion  to  repe; 
the  objections  he  had  more  than  one 
urged  to  this  grant,  which  was  equal  tott 
allowance  made  to  the  commissioners  < 
customs  and  excise.  The  duty  to  be  pe 
formed  by  these  gentlemen  was  const  an 
whereas  the  labour  of  the  chairman  of  tfa 
committees  of  ways  and  means  ceased  wil 
the  session  of  parliament ;  which  it  w] 
also  his  duty  to  attend,  independantly  < 
any  emolument.  If,  therefore,  11^00/. 
year  was  a  6ufficiciit  remuneration  for 
commissioncT  of  customs  or  excise,  he  w; 
of  opinion  it  was  urcatly  too  much  to  t 
paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  < 
chairman  of  the  committees  of  supply  ar 
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BO  motion  to  that  efiect  had,  on  that  ac- 
count, since  been  made,  he  still  retained 
his  former  opinion  with  respect  to  the  im- 
policy and  injustice  of  those  Orders.  As 
the  case  at  present  stood,  the  execution  of 
them  rested  with  his  majesty's  ministers, 
in  whom  he  could  have  very  little  confi- 
dence. They  had  the  power  of  suspend- 
ing their  execution  in  certain  cases,  by 
means  of  granting  licences;  and  he  was 
anxious  to  know  what  policy  in  this  res- 
pect it  was  intended  to  adopt  towards 
•Spain.  He  did  not  wish  to  extort  from 
ministers  any  answer  that  it  might  be  im- 
proper to  give;  but  he  trusted  that  the 
narrow  policy  of  selling  licences  would  not 
be  adopted  upon  the  present  occasion,  but 
that  a  broad  and  liberal  policy  would 
mark  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters with  respect  to  the  Spanisb  nation ; 
and  in  this  view,  it  might  be  expedient  to 
revoke,  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  ports  of  that  country.  He 
could  not  help  again  adverting  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  issuing  a  Declaration,  stating 
in  an  open  and  manly  manner  our  views 
with  respect  to  Spain,  and  pur  determina- 
tion to  assist  them,  without  intermixing 
any  selfish  objects  in  the  recovery  of  their 
independence.  He  had  heard  that  the 
Spanish  prisoners  had  been  released,  and 
he  applauded  it  as  a  wise  and  liberal  act. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of  our 
motives  for  doing  so,  which  would  have 
had  a  much  better  effect  in  Spain  than  the 
mere  act  itself,  or  than  what  the  released 
prisoners  could  be  enabled  to  state  on  their 
return  to  Spain.  He  could  not  agree  in 
the  policy  of  waiting  until  a  regular  go- 
vernment was  established  in  Spain  ;  that 
must  rather  be  the  result  of  the  present 
struggle  for  their  independence,  than  pre- 
cede it.  In  the  case  of  the  revolution  in 
England,  at  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  James  H.  having  abdi- 
cated the  throne,  there  was  no  regular  go- 
vernment left;  the  establishment  of  a  new 
government  was  the  result  of  the  discus- 
sions which  then  took  place.  Upon  this 
subject  he  felt,  in  common  with  every  man 
in  the- country,,  the  greatest  anxiety  as  to 
the  result ;  and  a  great  anxiety  also  to 
know,  as  far  as  it  could  with  propriety  be 
known,  what  line  of  policy  ministers  would 
adopt.  ,  .  " 

.  Lord  Hawkeshury^  said>  with  respect  to 
Sweden,  that  the  most  satisfactory  assu- 
rances had  been  received  from  the  court 
of  Stockholm,  of  the  disposition  of  that 


[IIM 


court  to  give  every  efilect  to  that  system 
which  had  been  adopted  in  our  Orders  in 
C>ounciK     He  would  not  now  argue  the 
question  respecting  these  Orders,  as  it  had 
been  argued  over  and  over  again  ;  but  be 
would  merely  state,  that  his  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
that  measure,  remained  the  same  as  he  had 
repeatedly  expressed  in  that  house.     The 
noble  lord  seemed  to  misapprehend  th& 
policy  of  the  system  adopted  under  the 
Orders ;  inasmuch  as  it  was  merely  intend- 
ed to  extend  it  to  powers  at  war  with  bis 
majesty,  and  to  countries  occupied  by  their 
arms.     With  respect  to  Spain,  the  prison- 
ers, as  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  had  been 
released,  and  upon  that  subject  he  couki 
assure  the  noble  lord,  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  give  every 
assistance  to  the  Spanish  nation  that  was 
consistent  with  the  utmost  generosity  and 
liberality,  without  intermixing  any  partial 
feelings  or  selfish  objects ;  every  assistance 
that  could  tend  to  insure  to  them  success 
in  the  glorious  struggle   in  which   they 
were  now  engaged.     It  was  the  sentiment 
of  every  man  in  the  country,  whatever 
might  be  his  opimons  upon  other  subjects, 
that  every  possible  assistance  should  be 
given  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  contest  in 
which  they  were  now  engaged,  and  his 
majesty's  ministers  were  disposed  to  render 
that  assistance  in  the  spirit  of  generosity 
and  liberality,  and  with  a  hope  that  it 
might  lead  to  that  ultimate  success  which 
it  was  the  wi^  of  every  man  in  the  coun- 
try, should  be  the  result.     The  present  si* 
tuation  of  Spain  derived  additional  interest  ^ 
from  that,  congeniality  of  sentiment  which 
had  for  centuries  existed  between  Spain 
•and  this  country,  and  of  which  additional 
proofs  had  been  derived  from  the  lecent 
communication  with  the  Spanish  nation. 
Their  wars  had  no  reference  to  any  diffe- 
rence of  sentiment,  the  congeniality  which 
had  so  long  existed  still  remained,  and  ex- 
cited a  strong  additional  interest  in  the 
event  of  the  struggle r 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  adverted  to  a 
former  statement  of  the  noble  secretary  of 
state,  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the 
court  of  Stockholm  to  give  efiect  to  the 
system  adopted  in  the  Orders  in  Council, 
and  obseirved,  that  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected by  this  tiine  that  some  engagement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  or  that  some 
treaty  would  have  been  signed,  which 
might  have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house,  and  which  would  have  been  a  hot- 
ter proof  of  the  dispositions  of  that  court. 
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that  it  would  promote  the  tnlwreato  of  re- 
iigion,  and  give  additional  security  to  the 
established  church. 

Lord  Hawhesbmy  supported  the  bill,  and 
-said,  that  the  right  lion,  and  learned  gent, 
who  brought  in  the  bill  ior  the  residence 
of  the  clergy,  had  expressly  declared  that 
•a  better  provision  should  be  OMule  for  the 
curates,  by  a  subsequent  measure,  and 
^nder  that  impression  he  had  supported 
that  bill.  -When  that  bill  was  brought  into 
Ihe  house  of  lords,  a  clause  to  make  a 
-better  provision  for  curates  was  then  pro- 
iposed,  and  the  noble  and  learned  lord  was 
one  of  those  who  particularly  objected  to 
it ;  so  that  he -thought  the  present  bill  ought 
^o  pass,  in  order  that  a  proper  provision 
might  be  made  for  so  largte  and  deserving 
'a  body  of  the  clergy  as  the  curates. 

The  Bishop  of  London  bore  testimony  to 
'what  had  been  urged  by  lord  Hawkesbury 
"by  saying,  that  he  had  himself,  when  the 
^Residence  bill  was  before  the  house,  pro- 
posed tbe  clause  in  favour  of  the  curates 
-which  had  been  alluded  to ;  and  he  recol- 
elected,  that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
'then  particularly  objected  to  it,  on  the 
aground  that  if  should  be  the  object  of  a 
separate  bill.  It  had  now  been  introduced 
*in  a  separate  bill,  and  he  thought  that  bill 
-should  pass,  for  if  it  did  not,  he  was  afraid 
this  would  be  the  last  time  it  would  be  at- 
'tempted. 

TheLord  CkancelhrsM,  that  thus  called 
'on,  he  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words. 
'He  acknowledged  he  had  oppoted  the 
clause  alluded  to,  and  which  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  rev.  prelate  who  spoke 
last,  and  he  had  already  mentioned  it  this 
'evening,  and  taken  blame  to  himself  on 
that  account.  He  then  very  much  wished 
the  Residence  bill  should  pass,  and  he  and 
other  noble  lords  who  thought  with  him, 
'were  appi'ehensive  that  if  that  clattse  was 
tacked  to  it,  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
owned  they  bad  been  mistaken,  but  that 
was  the  real  cause  of  their  objection.  He 
-  observed  his  noble  friend  (lord  Hawkes- 
'  bury)  smiled  at  what  he  said,  but  if  he 
meant  it  in  doubt  of  what  he  said,  he  wo«ild 
not  bear  it ;  for  he  had  already  expressly 
mentioned  the  circumstance  before  cither 
the  noble  lord  or  the  rev.  prelate  had  al- 
luded to  the  clause  in  question.  The  noble 
iord  had  said,  that  a  right  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  who  brought  in  the  Residence  bill, 
had  pledged  himself  that  a  separate  bill 
*  should'  be  brought  in  for  the  better  provi- 
'  sion  of  curates.  If  any  man  could  alter 
bis  sentiments  on  llie.  present  bill«  it  would 


be  that  right  IkAi.  «ad  learned  gent. ; 
he  believ^,  he  neither  attended  the  diK 
sions  oUi,  nur  voted  for  the  prese«it  bill ;  i 
not  even  the  high  respect  and  aflectioii 
entertained  for  him  could  prevail  on  h 
to  countenance  a  measure,  which,  in  i 
conscience,  he  believed  to  beeo  pregn^ 
with  vexatious  and  mischievous  enacts. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  «aid  tt 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  pri 
ciple  of  the  bill,  but  there  were  some 
the  clauses  which  he  thought  would  be  i 
tended  with  injurious  eflects,  and  wou( 
introduce  vexation  and  mischief;  he^hoii 
therefore  vote  that  the  bill  be  rejected.  \ 

The  question  being  called  for,  the  Bi 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 

[Maynootu  College  ]  On  the  que^ 
tion  that  the  Appropriation  act  be  read 
third  time. 

Lord  Holland  objected  to  it  on  th 
ground  he  had  done  yesterday,  relative  t 
the  alteration  in  the  grant  to  Maynooti 
College. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  for  the  reasons  he  hai 
before  assigned,  defended  the  alteration. 

The  Duke  of  .B^^^r^f  condeomed  the  al 
teration  in  the  s^rant. 

The  Earl  of  jLauderd<Ue  termed  it  a  nar 
row*minded,  parsimonious  saving;  aiu 
was  sorry  to  find,  that  after  ministers  ha< 
expressed  their  wishes  that  all  terms  o 
asperity  against  the  Catholics  should  b( 
avoided,  as  well  as  every  thing  that  migh 
tend  to  irritation  among  them,  they  shouU 
have  coupled  two  such  transactions,  as  th< 
sending  back  to  Ireland,  loaded  with  ho 
nouTs,  a  man,  who  had  in  a  most  il libera 
manner  always  shewn  himself  a  bitte 
enemy  of  the  Catholics,  and  this  palti!i 
saving  of  3,500/.  previously  granted  then 
for  the  better  educating,  at  home,  prioai 
to  superintend  the  religion  of  the  grea 
mass  of  the  people  ;  which,  taken  together 
could  not  foil,  in  his  opinion,  to  cause  th< 
greatest  irritation. — ^The  Bill  Was  then  rea< 
a  third  time. 

[Protest  against  the  Sugar  Distilla 
TioN  BiLL.1  On  the  third  reading  of  thi 
Bill,  the  following  Protest  was  enterec 
upon  the  Journals  of  their  lordships :  viz 

"  Dissentient,  1st.  Because,  when  wi 
consider  that  the  price  of  wheat  was  no 
htgher  than  72^-  perquacteriiiorthe  pric 
of  barley  more  than  •iOs.  tm  the  7th  o 
May,  about  which  time  itwasfirsbpro 
posed  to  stop  the '  distilleries, .  under  lik< 
pretended  notion  of  an  Appcioachiog  soar 
city,  and  that  the  price  lof^w^heat  vwa 
75«.  (id.  aadcii  barley  44«^>9i^,  on  the  4« 
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missal  of  Mr.  Dalrymple  irom  the  office  of 
hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  and  stated 
that  he  understood  an  hon.  gent,  opposite 
to  him  was  now  satisfied  on  this  bead. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  had  taken  some 
part  in  the  conversation  on  this  subject  on 
a  former  night.  He  had  since  been  shewn 
the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Dalrymple  had  ex- 
hibited a  degree  of  contumacy  which  was 
probably  inconsistent  with  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  to  the  admiralty.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  if  the  board 
had  exhibited  to  that  respectable  gen- 
tleman tliQ  greatest  possible  degree  of 
liberality  and  indulgence,  it  was  nothing 
but  what  his  long  and  meritorous  services 
justly  entitled  him  to. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  said,  that  considering  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  formerly  been 
alluded  to,  when  a  noble  lord,  not  then 
present,  had  brought  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Dalrymple  before  the 
house,  and  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
he  stood  respecting  that  tran3action,  he 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  to  give  some 
(explanation  of  what  had  passed.  He  said 
he  owed  it  to  the  public,  to  the  admiralty, 
and  to  himself,  to  state  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  Mr.  Dairy  mple's  re- 
moval :  it  would  give  him  extreme  pain 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  any 
thing  before  the  house  or  the  public  that 
could  in  any  degree  tend  to  create  unea- 
siness to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Dalrymple,  or 
could  at  all  affect  the  memory  oF  that  res- 
pectable gentleman.  Mr.  Pole  said,  he 
understood  the  hon.  gent,  to  have  ex- 
pressed himself  to  be  satisfied,  that  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  he  found 
them  in  the  papers  which  had  been  pre- 
pared, and  had  been  shewn  to  the  hon. 
gent,  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  the 
board  of  admiralty  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  dismiss  Mr.  Dalrymple.  He  under- 
stood the  hon.  gent,  to  say,  that  the  duty 
the  admiralty  owed  to  the  public,  cer- 
tainly justified  them  completely  in  the 
step  they  had  taken.  He  seemed  to  admit 
that  they  had  treated  Mr.  Dalrymple  with 
justice. '  But  Mr.  Pole  said,  he  owned  it 
astonished  him  to  hear  the  hon.  gent,  insi- 
nuate, that  more  lenity  might  have  been 
shewn,  and  that  he  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  more  indulgence  and  liberality 
had  been  shewn  him. 

Mr.  Homer  rose  and  said,  the  ht)n.  gent, 
had  quite  misunderstood  him,  be  had 
meant  no  such  insinuation,  what  be  had 
said  was  in  quite  another  view. 


Mr.  IV.  Pole  resumed  :  he  said  he  was 
extremely  glad  to  find  that  he  had  misun- 
derstood the    hon.   gent.    He    certainly 
thought  he  had  meant  such  an  insinuation. 
He  then  begged  permission  of  the  house 
to  state  the  circumstances  which  led   to 
Mr.  Dalrymple's  removal ;  that  about  the 
month  of  Nov.  last,  the  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, upon  ascertaining  that  his  ma- 
jesty's fleets  were  not  supplied  with  charts 
upon  any  regular  and  settled  principle, 
and  considering  that  great  inconvenience 
had  arisen  from  the  king's  ships  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  being  unfurnished  witn 
proper  charts  for  their  guidance,  deter- 
mined to  lay  down  a  system  by  which  in 
future  all  his  majesty's  ships  in  every  part 
of  the  world  should  be  iujipplied  with  the 
best  charts  existing  for  the  station  to  which 
they  might  belong ;  and  in  order  to  eflect 
this  most  desirable  and  important  object, 
the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  called 
upon  the  board  to  issue  their  orders  to  the 
hydrographer  to  prepare  a  proper  selec- 
tion.    Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  return  to  this 
order,  had  stated  that  he  was  incompetent 
to  make  the  selection,  from  not  having  a 
local  knowledge  of  many  seas,  and  for  a 
variety  of  other  reasons ;  and  he  recom- 
mended that  in  order  to  carry  the  first 
lord's  pl^n  into  execution,  a  committee  of 
ten  officers  should  be  appointed  to  select 
and  arrange  the  charts  proper  to  be  issued 
to  the  navy.    From  the  moment  however 
that  this  committee,  .as  recommended  by 
Mr.  Dalrymple,  was  appointed,  it  became 
impossible  for  them  to  proceed  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty.     It  had  fallen  to 
his  lot,  as  it  was  a  part  of  his  duty,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  state  of  the  hydrographer's 
office  ;  i,t  was  impossible  to  describe  the 
confusion  in  which  he  found  it ;  from  Mr. 
Dalrymple's  infirmities,  it  could  not  be 
otherwifse.     He  wished  at  all  times,  as  he 
always  had  done,  to  speak  of.  that  vene- 
rable and    respectable    gentleman,  with 
every  possible  degree  of  tenderness  and 
attention,  with  all  the  consideration  due  to 
his  talents,  to  his  great  acquirements  and 
his  eminent  services.     But  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to  admit,  that  the  state  of  his  office 
was  such,  as  to  prevent  all  chance  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  arrangements  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  service  under  his  ma- 
nagement.    The  house  would   perceive 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  when  he  informed 
them,  that  Mr.  Dalrymple's  habits  were 
such,   that  he  seldom  or  never  came  to 
his  office  before  three  o'clock,  and  that 
the  office  of  the  hydrographer  closed  at 
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Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose,  in  reply  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  the  Secre- 
tary at  War.    He  wan  extremely  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  his  motion  had 
been  received  by  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, as  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  matter 
of  greater  importance,  or  more  peculiarly 
important  in  the  present  times,  could  not 
possibly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house.     He  thought  they  would  do 
ill  by  the  country,  and  that  they  would  do 
ill  by  its  gallant  army,  if  they  were  to 
leave  out  of  their  consideration  entirely 
the  sufierings  to  which  that  army,  and  the 
individuals  that  composed  it,  were  daily 
exposed.     If  this  consideration  was  at  all 
times  due  to  the  army,  it  was  more  pecu- 
liarly due  to  it  at  a  time  when  it  comprised 
so  considerable  a  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  when,  by  the  institution  of  the 
Local  Militia,  every  man  in  England  was 
affected  by  the  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try.— He  did  not  think  that  considerations 
of  that  nature  should  be  answered  by  old 
trite  observations,  of  military  discipline 
being  a  necessary  thing,  and  of  disciplined 
troops  being  better  than  those  that  were 
undisciplined.     Such  general  observations 
were  not  of  weight  enough  to  be  entitled 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  discussion  upon  the 
subject.     As  to  the  objection  of  the  great 
difficulty   in  obtaining  such  returns,   b^ 
could  not  but  conceive   that  those  returns 
could  be  easily  procured  from  every  regi- 
ment in  the   service.      As  to  the  great 
danger  thai  there  was  supposed  to  be  in 
parliament  meddling  at  all  with  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  army,  he  was  enabled,  in 
support  of  his  own  opinion,  to  cite  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  who  in 
speaking  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  said,  "  That 
the  Mutiny  Act  was  an  act  hastily  penned, 
and  he  wished  that  it  should  be,  some  time 
or    another,   submitted   to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  parliament."     It  was  not, 
therefore,  extraordinary   that  he   should 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that 
Blackstone  viewed   it,  or  that  he  should 
think  that  this  was  a  lime  peculiarly  proper 
for  such  a  consideration.   When  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  were  becoming 
military,  and  perhaps  ought  to  become 
military,  at  such  a  time  it  was  peculiarly 
necessary  that  the  military  code  should  be 
made  as  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  the 
nation  as  was  consistent  with  the  proper 
ends  of  military  discipline,    lie  could  not 
s^e  what  objection  there,  was  to  produc- 
ing inforuiatioh  upon  tlie  subject,  as  the 
liuuie  would  have   afterwards  the  power 


oi  determining,  according  to  their  di 
tion,  updn  the   information   so  rece 
If  the   information  was  laid    before 
house,    and    the    house,   upon  delibt 
consideration,   found  that  the  systei 
corporal  punishment  could  not  be  go 
of,  it  would  at  least  be  satisfactory  tc 
public  to  know,  that  the  subject  had  o 
pied  the  serious  attention  of  the  legislat 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  found,  that  the 
tern  was  at  least  capable  of  receivii 
good   deal   of  modification ;  and   tha 
should  not  be  lefl  to  the  caprice,  fo 
or  accidental  disposition  and  characte 
mind  of  particular  commanders,  what 
nishnient  those  under  their  command  w 
to  be  subject  to.     It  was  well  known 
the  army,  that  under  one  officer  corpc 
punishments  were  seldom  or  never  kno 
in  a  regiment ;  but  that  when  the   sa 
regiment  passed   under  the  command 
another  officer,  they  became  frequent, 
was  in  vain  to  say  that  the  character 
the  English  soldiers  made  the  frequen 
of  those  punishments  necessary ;  for  it  vi 
well  known,  that  some  officers,  much 
their  credit,  preserved  the  discipline 
their  regiments,  and  increased  their  i 
putation,  without  often  recurring  to  t1 
mode  of  punishment ;  whereas  there  w( 
other  officers,  under  whom  it  was  mu 
practised,  and  it  was  not  remarked  tl 
their  regiments  were  much   improved 
it.  '  He  should  not  hesitate  to  name  a  p: 
ticular    regiment    in    illustration  of  i 
argument.     The  I5th  Light  Dragoons  h 
formerly  gained  reputation  for  discipli 
at   home,    and  for  good  conduct   wh 
abroad.     It  had,  as  he  understood,  be 
for  nearly  eight  years  under  the  comma 
of  an  officer  who  was  not  fond  of  inflicti 
corporal  punishments,  and  in  the  space 
eight  years  there  had  been,  as  h6  und 
stood,  but  six  corporal  punishments  in 
regiment,  which  was  at  that  time  rema 
able  for  its  discipline  and  good  condu 
That  regiment  had,   however,  now   | 
another  commander  (the  duke  ofCumb 
land) ;  and  while  it  was  under  his  cc 
mand,  he  was  informed  that  there  had  b< 
no  less  than  80 punishments  in  less  than  \ 
that  period  ;  and  he  was  told   that 
regiment  was  likely  to  be  spoiled, 
thought  it  was  most  evident  that  soldi 
shoufd  not  be  left,  in  this  respect,  to 
caprice  or  accidental  character  of  the  < 
feient  indiviJuals  who  should  happen 
command  it.     The   right  hon.  secret; 
said,  that  discipline  must  be  kept  up  in 
army  :  this  was  a  thing.which  every  be 
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majesty's  ministers,  because  they  had  not 
felt  it  necessary  to  call  for  an  expression 
of  the  sense  of  parliament  on  the  subject ; 
for  his  part,  he  was  free  to  condfass,  that  in 
his  opinion  there  did  not  exist  a  necessity 
for  such  a  proceeding.  The  hon.  gent, 
had  himself  in  a 'slight  degree  travelled 
out  of  the  oniinary  course  of  parti** 
mentary  usage,  to  express  his  surprise 
that  no  further  vote  of  credit  had  been 
asked  lor ;  he  did  not  despair,  however,  of 
being  able  to  satisfy  the  non.  ^ent.  upon 
this  head.  The  reason  why  the  govern- 
ment had  not  thought  it  necessary,  was 
simply,  that  the  provision  already  made 
by  parliament  had  been  so  liberal,  that  the 
government  were  not  without  the  means 
of  giving  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  in- 
dependance,  by  as8istin|r  the  Spaniards, 
that  aid  which  the  public  voice,  and  the 
wishes  of  every  friend  to  liberty  througkoul 
the  world,  demanded  should  be  promptly 
and  unconditionally  offered.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  gent,  and  the  house,  that 
no  means  would  be  lef^  untried,  thaX  no 
exertion  would  be  wanting  on  their  parts, 
to  make  all  the  resources  which  they  had 
it  in  their  power  to  apply,  subservient  to 
the  great  object,  as  much  wished  for  by 
them  as  by  his  majesty,  by  the  parliament, 
and  by  the  bountry.  It  was  not  for  him 
at  present  to  anticipate  the  opinion  of  that 
house  upon  the  manner  in  which  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  should  acquit  themselves 
of  the  great  and  solemn  obligations,  in 
which  they  might  be  said  to  stand  bound 
to  their  country  and  to  Europe  ;  how  far 
ministers  upon  this  great  occasion  had 
done,  what  they  could  do  and  ought  to  do, 
parliament  upon  a  future  occasion  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  deliberately  judg- 
ing and  determining. 

Mr.  Whithread  observed,  in  explanation, 
that  the  turn  which  the  noble  lord  had 
been  pleased  to  give  to  what  he  had  said 
on  a  late  occasion,  when  the  same  subject 
on  a  former  evening  was  brought  before 
the  house,  must  be  imputed  solely  to  a 
feeling  of  political  animosity.  On  that 
occasion,  he  had  disapproved  of  the  mo- 
tion brought  forward  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  In  that  feeling  of  disapprobation 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  plead  the  autho- 
rity of  the  chancellor  of^  the  exchequer, 
though  neither  of  the  principal  secretaries 
of  state  in  that  house  had  thought  the  agi* 
tation  of  the  subject  at  that  time  would 
have  been  attended  with  any  improper 
consequences. 

L»rd  Ctatkftagh,  in  explanation,  denied 
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that  he  had  put  any  unfounded  construction 
upon  the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  gent,  as 
expressed  on  this  subject  upon  a  former 
evening.  In  any  observations  that  nught 
have  fallen  from  him*  he  was  fxs  from 
being  influenced  by  any  motive  of  poli<« 
iical  animosity. 

Mr.  WiiherfMte  confessed  that  the  sen- 
timents he  felt  on  this  great  subject  were 
very  similar  to  those  of  the  hon.  gent, 
opposite*  He  tcoald  not  avoid  expreasing 
his  concern  that  no  communication  had 
been  made  to  parliament^  in  order  that  a 
proper  opportunity  might  have  been  af« 
foroed  of  giving  a  sort  of  authoritative 
publicity  to  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the 
nation,  that  all  that  England  could  do  for 
Spain  and  her  cause,  should  be  done  with 
eoual  leal,  promptitude,  and  disinterest- 
eaness  ;  and  to  shew  to  Spain,  and  to  the 
world,  our  generous  sympathy  in  her  suf* 
ferings,  our  anxious  interest  in  her  strug** 
gles,  and  our  hearty  and  undivided  wishes 
for  her  complete  success.  And  he  was  at 
the  same  time  particularly  anxious  that 
Spain  should  be  satisfied,  that  whatever 
means  we  should  resort  to,  to  second  her 
efibrts,  were  not. the  result  of  any  narrow 
self-consultine  policy,  any  cold  and  iotep* 
ested  speculation,  but  that  they  were  the 
spontaneous  effusions  of  British  sympathy 
in  the  cause  of  that  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence Britons  valued  beyond  their  lives ; 
the  cause  of  Spain  was  the  cause  of  all 
those  who,  from  enjoying^  knew  how  to 
value  liberty.  But  he  was  particularly 
anxious  that  the  Spaniards  should  not  be 
furnished  with  the  slightest  pretence  to 
believe,  that  because  of  the  state  of  hos* 
tility  which  had  but  recently  terminated 
between  the  two  countries,  th^re  still 
lurked  in  the  breasts  of  Englishmen  any 
hostile  disposition  towards  that  country ; 
and  above  all,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Spaniards  should  have  good  re^on  to  oos* 
jfide  in  our  assistance,  and  not  distrust  the 
manner  of  it,  or  question  the  motives  that 
occasioned  it ;  every  possible  means  should 
be  resorted  to,  to  convince  them  that,  at  such 
a  crisis,  we  were  not  base  enough  to  avail 
ourselves  of  their  difficulty  and  danger,  in 
order  ultimately  to  render  theif  noble 
efforts  subservient  to  our  o^n  interests; 
and  he  could  not  but  confess,  that  he 
thought  an  unanimous  vote  of  that  house 
to  that  efifeot  would  have  materially  con« 
tributed  to  the  ccmfirmation  of  auch  a  dis- 
avowal on  our  part.  But  there  was  some 
consolation  in  reflecting  that,  though  tlus 
vote  had  not  been  called  for»  the  leeliiig 
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although  Jbe  had  made  some  comments 
upon  his  speech.  If  by  the  returns  moved 
ibr,  it  should  appear  that  those  punish- 
ments were  not  very  frequent,  and  that 
they  were  administered  in  a  steady,  even, 
course  of  justice,  then  the  production  of 
such  a  return  would  be  the  best  answer 
that  could  be  given  to  the  speech  of  the 
worthy  baronet.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
appeared  (as  he  believed  no  gentleman 
out  of  that  house  would  deny),  that  the 
system  of  punishment  was  by  no  means 
uniform  or  regular,  but  was  different  in 
.one  regiment  from  another,  and  in  the 
same  regiment,  when  it  changed  its  com- 
mander, he  thought  it  was  evident  that 
that  was  not  an  equal  or  impartial  code, 
and  that  the  system  ought  to  be  reformed 
or  modified.  The  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  find  out  the  manner  in  which  this 
military  code  was  exercised.  It  was  well 
known  that  every  regiment  was  subject  to 
the  same  military  code,  and  yet,  if  this 
code  in  some  .  regiments,  or  under  some 
officers,  should  be  found  infinitely  more 
l^vere  than  in  others,  it  was  necessary  to 
guard  those  regiments,  and  the  army  at 
large,  from  the  consequences  of  the  caprice 
of  individual  officers. 

Mr.  Windham  did  not  conceive  that  such 
return  would  enable  the  house  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  subject.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  principal  thing 
'W'hich  was  to  protect  the  soldier  from  ca- 
pricious punishment,  was  ei^cted  in  this 
country  by  making  a  couil-martial  neces- 
sary before  punishment  could  be  inflicted. 
He  thought  that  by  the  French  code,  the 
soldier  was  more  exposed  to  capricious 
punishment,  as  he  had  not  the  benefit  of  a 
trial.  He  hoped  that  the  evil  would  be 
corrected  in  a  gradual  manner ;  and  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  best  eilected  by 
countenancing  those  officers  who  kept  up 
the  discipline  of  their  regiments  without 
making  those  puntishments  often  ueces* 
sary,  and  by  discountenancing  those  who 
only  preserved  the  discipline  of  their 
regiments  by  the  frequency  and  severity 
of  corporal  punishments.  He  thought  the 
teelings  of  the  officers,  and  the  fashion  of 
the  service,  would  do  more  to  diminish 
these  punishments,  than  could  safely  be 
done  by  the  legislature. 

t^l  Tank  said,  that  his  principal  ob- 
jeqlini^^l^^^Qtion  was,  that  it  might  at 

harm,  and  that  it 

the  motion  was 

*  the  session,  it 

expectations  to 
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the  soldiers,  which  would  probably  be 
appointed.    He  therefore  thought  it  wa 
do  no  good  to  turn  the  attention  of  I 
legislature  to    the    subject;  but  that 
might  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  to  have 
attention  of  the  different  commanding  c 
cers  directed  to  the  consideration  of  1 
subject.     In  that  point  of  view  only^ 
appeared  to  him  that  good  could   res 
from  the  agitation  of  this  question.     P 
haps  the  diflerent   commanding  offic 
might,  by  consulting  together  upon  t 
subject,  find  out  other  punishments   tl 
would  be  equally  eiiectual  in  keeping 
the  discipline  of  those  regiments,  withe 
being  so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  m 
in  general.     He  did  not  conceive,  hoi 
ever,  that  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baroii 
had  justly  subjected  him  to   any  repro^ 
as  it  was  notorious  that  the  punishment  j 
the  lash  was  much  less  frequent  in  foin:i| 
armies  than  in  ours.  | 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  decidedly  adverse  | 
the  production  of  such  returns.  Th(^ 
would  be  only  giving  to  the  house  tl] 
groans  of  the  suflerers,  without  giving  til 
evidence  upon  which  they  received  tht 
sentences.  Corporal  punishment  was  nc 
peculiar  to  the  army,  but  might  be  ii 
flicted  by  the  sentence  of  the  judges  fc 
various  offences  at  the  common  law.  i 
soldier  had,  in  addition  to  the  court-martir 
that  tried  him,  the  advantage  of  an  appeal 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  migh 
order  a  general  court-martial,  and  he  ha 
actually  known  a  case  where  a  soldier  ha 
obtained  a  new  trial  upon  such  an  appea 
and  was  acquitted. — ^The  house  then  di 
vided  :  For  the  motton  4 .;  Against  it  T^ 
— Majority  73. 

[Hyde  Park.]  Mr.  Crtecty  rose,  i 
consequence  of  the  notice  he  had  giver 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  th 
house  the  intended  encroachments  in  Hyd 
Park.  It  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  t 
endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  house  th 
great  advantages  which  the  populatio 
of  this  vast  metropolis  derived  from  havin 
access  to  the  three  Parks.  It  was,  there 
fore,  a  subject  of  considerable  regret  t 
him,  to  find  there  was  a  plan  in  conten 
platimi  for  devoting  a  great  part  of  Hyd 
rark  to  private  edifices.  It  was  a  ver 
ungracious  thing  in  any  officer  to  recon 
mend  to  his  majesty  that  certain  parts  < 
it  iJiould  be  granted  out  for  such  purpose 
He  would  not  deny  that  the  king  had  tl 
right  of  doing  so  ;  but  when  it  was  coi 
sidered  that  within  these  tew  years  tl 
public  had  paid  no  less  than  7 1,000/.  £ 
I     4C 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GREAT  BRIT 

FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDED  FIFTH  OF  JANUARY,  1808. 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Income. 

II.  Consolidated  Fund. 

III.  Arrears  and  Balances. 

IV.  Trade  and  Navigation. 


CLASS 

V.  Public  Expenditur 
VI.  Public  funded  Deb 
VII.  Unfunded  Debt. 
VIII.  Disposition  of  Gra! 


I.— PUBLIC  INCOME. 


HEADS  or  KEVUIUKB. 


ORDINARY  REVENUES. 

Permanent  and  Annuai  Taieu 

Customs 

Excise ..•• < 

Sumps •••... 

Land  and  Assessed  Taxes 

Post  Office • 

1  f.  in  the  <£.  on  Peasions  and  Salaries 
6d,  in  the  £.  on  Pensions  and  Salaries 

Hackney  Coaches  ••• 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 


Total  Permanent  and  Annual  Duties  ... 
Small  Brancket  <^  the  HeretStaiy  Revenue, 

Alienation  Fines' 

Post  Fines - 

Seizures ..••.....•.•• •.••••.. 

Compositions  ••••• •.....••...•••••• 

Proffers • 

Crown  Lands •••••• 

Extraordinary  Resourect, 

./Customs • 

§(  Ejicise...... • • •..- 
jProperty  Tax 

'^SAirearso^  Income  Duty  .•••• 

^  lArrears  of  Taxes  collected  under  the  Aid 

^l  and  Contribution  Act 

Lottery,  Net  Profit — one -third  for  Ireland... 

Monies  paid  on  Account  of  the  Interest  ot 
Loans  raised  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  ... 

On  Account  of  the  Commiss.oners,  appointed 
by  Act  35  Geo.  III.  for  issuing  Exchequer 
BilU for Orenada ....• 

Fees  of  Regulated  Exchequer  Offices  .... 

Interest  on  Stock  transferred  by  Instalments 
for  the  Redemption  of  the  Land  Tax   .... 

Monies  paid  on  Account  of  the  Surplus  Re- 
venue of  the  Isle  of  Man........ 

Imprest  Money  repaid  by  Public  Accountants 

Other  monies  paid  to  the  Public.. •• 

Total,  independent  of  Loans 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  including 
«f .  1,500,000  for  the  Service  of  Ireland    . . 

Grand  Total... 


Cron  Revenue. 


£,         e.  d. 

9,573,060    6  3 

19.621,076  15  9 

4,543,971   17  5i 

6,909,190  12  9\ 

1,493,490  11  9 

61,057     2  i 

72,207  12  2i 

28,751   15  0 

13,231     0  4 


42,316,037   13     7j 


8,088  13  4 

963  '7  5i 

9,645  16  1 

2    0  0 

550    3  7 

45,510    1  10 

3,065,904-14  2| 

6,320,553  17  ll| 

10,131,344    7  3} 

23,697  16  9) 

2,966  15  91 

797,500    0  0 

1,967,677  14  0 


33,800    0  0 

40,545    0  2 

5,000    0  0 

2,210  11  0 

33,442    7  8^ 

6,954  12  2 


Met  PioJiicc. 


£.         t.  d, 

7,462.380    4  lOj 

17,896,145  14  2 

4,458,738  14  0} 

7,073,530  10  8i 

1,277,538  11  4^ 

62,685    5  8 

71,353     0  5 

26,455     2  5 

10,325     9  5 


i 


'38,339,152   13     2^ 


8»274    2  9 

5,004    0  II 

2,645  16  1 

2     0  0 

550    3  7 

74,946  12  1 


:3 


{ 


( 


2,730,792  14    61 
6,273.570  18  10| 
9,864,189    4  10     i 
23,072  19    0 


2,888  M     2i 
774,694  II     0 


64^84)5,395  13     0^ 
15,257,211  19    3 


80,062,607  12    3^ 


1,967,677  14    0 


93,800    0  0 

40,545    0  2 

5,000    0  0 

2,210  11  0 

33,442    7  8^ 

6.954  12  2 


1 


60,189,414  12 


H 


15,257,211  19    3 


75.446,626  II     (i 


^•J 


I! 


i\ 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Gkeat  Butaik.— GmfoKdoi^d  Fund. 


Tilt 


An  Accoum  (tfthe  Net  Prodmx  qf  all  the  Pebmambnt  Taxm  ({f  Gbsat  Bbitatn  ; 


la  Um  YEAIS  ended 


Cuttomt. 
Consolidated,  after  reserving '.f.  250,000  per  Annum,  by 

Act  43  Geo.  111.  cap.  68 

Quarantine  Duty    ..,.. • 

«£.4i  per  Cent •....• ••• • 

Canal  and  Dock  Duty   ...• • 

Excite, 
Consolidated,  after  reserving  the  Duties  appropriated  by 
Acu  45  &  46  Geo.  III.  and  carried  to  Duties  1805/6  -  • 

StiOnpsm. 

Reserved  out  of  Consolidated  Duties,  «£.  3,077,463.  18x. 
per  Annum,  by  Act  44  Geo.  III.  c  98.  from  Oct  1804» 
after  reserving  the  Surplus  of  the  Duty  on  Receipts, 
Anno  1803     

Compositions  for  Stamps,  per  Bank  of  England    

Licences  for  selling  Lottery  Tickets • 


Letter  Money 


Ineidentt, 


c«  c3 


8 


g«o 


rHou«es  and  Windows  ...•• 

Inhabited  Houses ,....•  •••- 

_   ^    Horses  for  Riding  ..,.^.., I 

*o  t)^](  Ditto  -  .  -Husbandry 

'' "  ~    MaleServanu       • • 

Carriages 

Dogs ....' .' • 

£.  10' per  Cents.  Anno  1793  and  Anno  1706  ....' 

«^.  20  per  Cent 

X^locks  and  Watches 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs ......'. 

6tL  per  £,  on  Pensions.. •........••... 

1#.  -  Do.  ....  Salaries... 

Seizures • 

Proffers     

Compositions ^ 

Remof  Alum  Mines 

Pitto  of  a  Lighthouse 

Alienation  Duty ' 

First  Fruits  of  the  Clergy 

Tenths....  of  Ditto 

Fines  and  Forfeitures     , 

««/ Female  Servants,  Anno  1785 

Z\  Carts J 

|<  Hair  Powder  Certifices,  1795     *..., 

t)  Horse  Dealers  Licences,  1796 

<\  Armorial  Bearings    -       1798     .., 

By  Acts    C  Hair  Powder  Certificates    ....•• 

43  Geo.  UI.  <Horse  Dealers  Licences     

cap.  68.      (  Armorial  Bearings ....;.. 

Reserved  oytof  Houses  and  Windows,  by  Act  43  Geo.  III. 

cap.  161.  at  <^.  1,897,896  per  Annum 

Inhabited  Houses  «.... •....•. 

Horses  for  Riding   ••..... 

Ditto     -    Husbandry,  and  Mules      * 

Male  Servants 

Carriages.... 

Dogi  .•^•••••••••.. • 


Carried  forward....  •■•••...  £. 


r 

>. 

Sth  J«aaai7  l«n 

» 

5th  jMoary  1S08; 

£.           «. 

d. 

£,         u    d. 

4,005,^65  2 

0* 

3,107.365  11  10 

15,093  8 

4 

9,605  19  10 

6,790  17. 

^h 

5.063  15  5§ 

35,749  3 

0} 

31,469  14  5| 

13,829,170  14 

3 

14,367,912  0  0 

• 

3,017,585  17 

8 

3,017,410  7  9 

32,000  0 

0 

32,000  0  0 

8,292  1 

7 

6,371  1  8 

924,666  13 

4 

9Uy^^^    13   4 

32,460  7 

24 

24,067  8  Of 

16,720  18 

2i 

12,360  18  4 

20,702  19 

04 

21,137  5  6 

22,279  8 

4 

14,085  12  8| 
9,824  9  1; 
18,904  18  7i 

16,134  15 

5; 

28,558  6 

10.; 

14,097  15 

9 

8,510  19  9 

7  11 

''i 

—   14  0 

50  0 

o' 

310  4  0} 

845  1 

5 

— 

11,635  0 

0 

9,300  0  0 

25,857  0 

0 

27,564  0  0 

63,279  0 

0 

71,352  0  0 

54,963  12 

4 

60,544  6  1 

15,783  0 

.6 

2,645  16  1 

620  19 

0 

550  3  T 

1  16 

8 

2  0  0 

960  0 

0 

960  0  0 

6  13 

4 

6  11  4 

9,000  3 

4 

2,634  10  8 

4,156  10 

0 

—^ 

9,834  17 

10 

— 

681  9 

8 

902  1  0 

35  13 

2 

•          ^^^ 

. 

1 

—  18  — 

12,463  16 

1 

4,983  4  01 

2,089  .1 

5 

1,624'  6  10 

6,314  8 

7 

4,499  18  9( 
55,980  19  10| 

43,444  8' 

H 

5,747  0 

6 

8,857  8  8 

21,753  5 

2 

28,291  11  9{ 

1,903,310  9 

1 

1,903,054  14  9 

584,860  2 

8 

671,320  7  \\ 

583.986  5 

*i 

671,285  6  8 

501,667  10 

2 

522,322  4  10  - 

338,435  18 

nj 

351,720  7  \^  . 

302,349  3 

2 

363,826  4  4^ 

112,628  5 

Oi 

134,290  13  11 

26,643,046  5 

lOJ 

26,509.577  19  6^ 

«»] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Gbbat  Butain  -~Coiuolidaud  R 


9 

taken  for  Tbo  Year9,  ending  tetpectivdy  5th  Jamuay  1807  and  5th  January 


r 


Brought  forward 
DvTiii  pro  Anno  1803. 


Brought  from  Consolidated  Customt,  after  reserving  as 
directed  by  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  68 

Surplus  of  Duty  on  Receipts,  Anno  1803,  after  reserving 
as  directed  by  Act  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  186 

Surplus  of  Duty  on  Houses  and  Windows,  Anno  1804,  after 
reserving  as  directed  by  Act  43  Geo.  IIL  cap.  161.  .... 


DoTiis  pro  Anno  1804. 

Surplus  of  Consolidated  Stamp  Duties,  after  reserving  as 
directed  by  Act  44  Geo.  III.  cap.  98  • 


Duties  pro  Anno  1805. 

Taken  from  Consolidated  Letter  Money,  Che  estimated 
Amount  of  the  Additional  Duty  on  Postage  of  Leuers, 

imposed  by  Act  45  Geo.  III.  cap.  U 

Goods,  &c.  Anno  1805 

Legacies 

rSalc     

Auctions    • 

Bricks  and  Tiles 

Co&e  >•-••■■••••••••■••■•■••• 


DtJTIIS 

taken  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Excise,  \  Cyder  and  Pterry. 
by  Act  45  Geo.  III.      Glass    

I  Vinegar      

kWire  


DvTiBs  pro  Anno  1806. 


Wine,  Anno  1803 
Ditto,    ....    1804 


Brought  from  Consolidated  Excise,  S  S^ISf '  ^"**  ?IS   ' 
by  Act46Geo.  III.  cap.  44.       )?«?!./ '.V. ... !?...' 


10  per  Cent  Anno  1806 


Surplus  of  Duties  Annually  granted,  f  Sugar  and  Malt 

after  discharging  Exchequer  Bills  <  Malt      

charged  thereon      ..;. •  ^Tobacco •• 


Duties  granted  to  discharge       \  VmIm 
£.  8,000,000  Exchequer  Bills  - 1  ^^ 


i  Sugar  and  Malt  .... 


Tobacco. 


£. 


la  Uie  VfcAf 


5th  jMotry  1801. 


£. 


t. 


d. 


26,643,046  5  10| 


250,000  0  0 
59,878  0  4 


86,952,924  6  2| 


975,270  17  8 


27,928,195  3  10| 


176,333  6  8 
308,788  15  2^ 

39,489  10  8 
463,814  19 

35.392  0 


40,464 
31,558 

5,544 
67,721 
12,749  13 

5,791  3 


0 
0 
6 
0 


1 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
4 
1 


29,115,841  18  6) 


20,593 

14,115 

188,604 

126,931 

14,779 

6,800 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


29,487,663  18 
916.588 
902,971  0  0 
803,715  0  0 


18  61 
4  3} 


31,510,938  8  lOi 
1,560,343  17  11 
839,364  0  0 
836,386  0  0 


2t 


1 

2'7 


29, 


.  < 


33,549,038  0  9^ 


29,1 
1,< 

i 

32,'. 
1,^ 

1 
34,5 


«0 
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III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


^kes 


^ 


HEADS  AND  TOTALS  OF  TH£SE  ACCOUNTS. 

Anean  doe  on  the  5th  Janeary  1808,  rrom  the  Officers  of  the  <  Present  C«llector» 

Customs  in  England.  &c. ••» •••  {  Late  Collectois 

Arreais  doe  on  Ditto«  from  the  Officers  of  Customs  in  Scot-  V  Present  Collector 

land,  tit ••••••••• • )Late  Collector  . . 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  England,  &c. ••••• 

Arrean  due  od  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  Scotland,  Ice 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  Scotland,  &c. 

Babnces  in  the  Hands  of  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  Uc 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1808,  from  the  Receivers  General  of  the  Land 

and  Assessed  Taxes  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  .••••••••••••••• 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  January,  from  the  Officen  of  the  Post  Office  J  Irrecoverables 

in  Great  Britain^  &c ».••..••.. {  Recoverahlet 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Britain,  lee... 

Balances  due  on  the  5th  January  1808«  from  the  ReceiTers  of  the  Land  Revenue  of 

the  Crown  for  England,  &c.  .....••.^••.. ••.,•• •«•••••.• • 

Balances  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Croivn  for 

Wales,  &c • • ••.«•... 

Accounts  delivered  into  the  Office  of  the  Comptrollers  of  Accounts  of  the  Army,  Ice 


43,790  14 

4 

«,017  14 

9| 

76  12 

6| 

10,9J1     1 

0* 

(No  Total  made) 

3,797  18 

5t 

61,476     6 

H 

110,090    0 

3 

405,045    3 

10 

4,289  12 

'^f 

3,192  17 

7 

81^846    4 

14 

None. 

None. 

(No  Total  given.) 

Dtpartments,  whoae  Accmmu  are  Audited  li^ 
«n^  Me  Public  Accounts  :  vs. 


Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduc* 

tion  of  the  National  Debu 
Sec.  to  the  said  Commissioners. 
Cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Ann. 
Paymasters  of  Exchequer  Bills. 
Inspector  of  Exchequer  Tontine. 
Cash,  of  Bank,  Loans, &  Lotteries 
Sec.  for  Contingent  Exp.  of  Do. 
Chamberlain  oCJLondon,  Orphans 

]fund. 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance. 
Treasurer  of  Navy  Bills  funded. 
Treasurer  of  Ordn.  Bills  funded. 
Inspector  of  Roads  in  N,  Bfitain. 
Paymaster  General  of  the^^rmy. 
Agent  to  Out^Pea.  Chelsea  Hos. 
Barrack  Master  Gen*  in  England. 
Paymaster  of  Widows  Pensons. 


Receiver  Gen.  of  Customs,  Cash, 
Compt.  Do.  of  Customs,  General. 
Commissioners    for    Licencing 

Hawkers  and  Pedlais. 
Receiver  Gaieral  of  Revenues 

arising  by  licensing  Hackney 

Coaches  and  Chairs. 
Receiver  of  Customs,  I.  of  Man, 
Receiver  Gen.  of  Stamps,  Cash. 
Compt*  Do.  of  Stamps,  GenecaL 
Receiver  Gen.  of  the  Post,  Cash. 
Comptroller  Gen.  of  Do.  GeneraL 
Receiver  of  the  Civil  List  Dednc. 
Receiver  of  the  12  d,  Deduction. 
Receiver  of  1st  Fruiu  of  Clergy. 
Receiver  of  Tenths  of  Clergy. 
Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper. 
Paymaster  of  American  Pensions. 
Paymaster    of    Allowances    to 

Toulonese  Emigrants. 


Lord  Chamberlain  of  Household. 

Master  nf  the  Kobes. 

Master  of  the  Horse. 

Master  of  the  Mint. 

Warden  of  the  Minu 

Solicitor  to  the  Treatniy. 

Comptroller  and  Cashier  of  the 
Stationary  Office. 

Surveyor  of  Somerset  Place. 

Agenu  for  Cape  Breton. — ^Baha- 
ma Islands. — ^New  Brenswick. 
—  Prince  Edward  Ufausd. — 
Upper  Canada.  —  Newfound- 
land.—Nova  Scotia^*»Neir  S. 
Wales. — Regimental  Infirma- 
ries.—.Paying  Allowances  to 
retired  and  officiating  Chap- 
lains of  the  Army.-^Volunteer 
Corps. 


JMt  qf  Persons  Aceotmtable  before  the  Cofnmissianersfor  Auditing  the  Public  Account8,>^ 

Money  impresied  on  Accauni,for  Ettruardinaty  Services :  r«;. 

imd  Issues  of  Stores. 
Commissaries  of  Accounts. 


Banack  Masters  Gen.  Abroad. 
0epo^  ifarrack  Masters  jGencral. 
ContracQois  for  VicUialUi'g   bis 

Majesty^s  Forces.  .     ^     - 
Contractors  for  remitting. 

for  pay  of  Extras  of  tKf^ ' 
Contractors  for  furnishi|ii 

with  Bread,  Woodu&i 

Commissaries  Genera|^^JI)||H)u(y 


Engineers,  for  Monies  received       Deputy  Quarter  Masters  Gen. 


out  of  the  Extraordinaries  of  the 

Forces. 
Governors  oflslands  or  Provinoes 

and  Lieut.  Governors  thereof. 
Commanders  in  Chief,  for  Qon- 
.    tingencies. 
Paymasters  of  Provincial  Forces. 


Pnrveyors  of  HosptU^. 
Quarter  Masters  General*  and 


Superintendantt,  &c  of  Indian 

Afl&irs. 
Secretaries  to  Governoia. 
Secretaries   to    Commandeo  m 

Chief. 
Clerk  of  tl^fe  House  of  Commons, 

for  printing  the  Journals. 


Commissaries  for  theTjPuipase 

N.  B^Any  Person  to-#|wn  Money  may  be  Imptctted  on  Aceount  for  Extraordinary  Services  (not 
relating  to  the  Nyyg^^rdnance)  becomes  a  Pubhc  Accountant,  and  is  compellable  to  oass  an 
Account  la  this  d<***»*  *^ 


^'oVYa^u^^Tsor****^^  ^^  »K"Hia  been  Audited,  Stated,  or  Declared , --completed  to  the  5th 

Listof  the  Accounts  which  ^AvE  been  either  StiM«  or  Declared;  so  far  as  any  Balances  appear  to  be 
now  owmg  to,  or  from,  the^'ublic,  upon  any  such  Accounte ;— completed  to  the  5th  January  1808. 


> 


;■* 


C 
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IV.~TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GREAT 


Value  qfall  Imports  into,  and  qfaU  Exports yhmt  Great  Britain^^  7 

the  5th  Januofy  1808. 


Year  ending  5th  January  1806 

• 1807 

1808 


orricUL  TALocor 
mroKn: 


From 

EttrDpt,  Africa, 

udAncrfci. 


tut  lodiei  ts4 
CUoa. 


or 


Foreign 

Colon  I 

Mercian 


£.  £.  £. 

24,272,468  6,072,160  9,950 

25,089, 136  3,746,77 1  9. 1 24 

25,406,330  I  »  9,395, 

Note — ^The  Value  of  Bhtiih  Produce  and  Manufactures  exported,  computed  at 
average  Market  Prices,  was,  in  the  Year  ending  5th  January,  1808 

*  The  Account  of  Xmportt  from  India  and  China,  for  the  last  Year,  cannot  be 

**^    The  Appendixes  state  the  specific  Articles. 


ap 


Number  (/Vessels,  with  the  AnunaU  qf  their  Tonnagb,  wUch  have  been  A: 
Registered  in  the  several  Ports  qf  the  British  Entire,  (except  IreUmd) 
1 805  and  5th  Jan.  1 808.     - 


In  the  Year  1805      , 

In  the  Year  1806,  being  the  Account  delivered  last  Year,  and  now  corre^ed 
In  the  Year  1807       


Number  qf  Vessels,  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  qf  Men  i 
enpkyed  in  Naoigating  the  same,  which  belonged  to  the  several  Ports  (f  the  '. 
in  the  Years  1805,  1806,  and  1807. 


England  .. 
Jersey  ... 
Guernsey 

Man 

Plantations 
Scotland... 
Ireland   .. 


Total 


1805.                  1 

1806. 

SHIPS. 

TOMS. 

IfER. 

SHIPS. 

TOMS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

14,790 

74 

111 

404 

3,024 

2,581 

1,067 

1,799,210 

6,769 

9,759 

9,650 

190,953 

210,295 

56,606 

117,668 

685 

1,326 

0,336 

15,467 

15,160 

5,070 

14,877 

68 

108 

398 

2,867 

2,788 

1,076 

1,786,692 

6,485 

10,193 

9,568 

183,860 

211,431 

55,545 

118,089 

543 

1,351 

2,298 

13,244 

15,415 

5,081 

15,132 

77 

106 

•390 

2,917 

2,615 

1,098 

22,051 

2,283,442 

157,712 

22,182 

2,263,714 

156,021 

22,335 

a«: 


Number  qf  Wesseis,  with  the  Amoiau  qf  their  Tonnagb,  i^.  wku^  entere 
cleared  Outwards,  in  the  several  Ports  qf  Great  Britain,  from,  or  tc 
World,  m  iks  Years  1805,  1806,  and  1807. 


nnvABM.                                1 

OOTW 

^              BaiTXSB. 

PORIGN. 

•tnisH. 

ENGLAND. 

MBPS.' 

8,889 
9,456 
8,590 

2,525 
2,662 
2,623 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TOMS. 

MEM. 

SHIPS* 

TOMS. 

MEM. 

Year  T805  .... 

1806  .... 

1807  .... 
SCOTLAND. 

1805.... 
1806  .... 
1807.... 

1,265.592 
1,239,528 
1,196,872 

228,698 
243,136 
239,795 

71,786 
72,777 
69,544 

15,380 
16,211 
15,453 

4,099 
3,358 
3,712 

418 
435 
375 

633,616 
551,104 
626,603 

58,267 
61,800 
53,541 

31,396 
27,798 
29,406 

3,337i 
ZA5^ 
3.082: 

9,320 
9,789 
8,924 

2,288 
2,462 
2,504 

1,284,691 
1,258,903 
1,190,239 

210,518 
227,399 
233,871 

79,287 
78,596 
73,818 

15,121 
15,961 
15,902 

xv] 
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v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  Interest  8t  Charges  on  the  permanent 
Debt  of  Great  Britain,  Appx.  (A.) 
11.  The  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B.) 

III.  The  Civil  List,  (C.) 

Cod.erChar^JCou™.rfJuU.ce^- 

/     Fund 


Sals  &  Allowances 
Bounties 


V,  Civil  Government  of  Scotland,  (D.)  - 
VI.  Other  Payments  in  Anticipation,  0S,») 
Bounties    for   Fisheries,  Manufac- 
tures, Corn,  &c.      •....«>••■>• 
Pensions  on  the  Heredit.  Revenue 
Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants,  &c. 

VII.  Navy,  (F.)— Salaries  to  the  Offices..-. 

ForWages,  Bounty,  Flag-pay,  Half- 
pay,  and  Pensions 

For  Dock  Yards,  Building  of  Ships, 
Stores,  Pilotage,  Mc 

For  Marine  Service  on  Shore    .... 

The  Victualling  Department    . . . . 
Transport  do.  for  Transports,  Pri- 
soners of  War,  Sick  &  Wounded 

Seamen,  &c. •• 

Miscellaneous  Services    .... 


Vin.  Ordnance,  (G.) 

IX.  Army,  (H.)— Ordinary  Services,  viz. 
For  Regulars,  Fenc.  Milit.  Invalids, 

and  Volunteer  Corps 

Barracks 

Staff  Officers  &  Offic.  of  Garrisons 

Half-pay 

Widows  Pensions.. •-.••• •••- 

Chelsea  Hospital 

Exchequer  Fees    •• ••. 

Pay  of  Public  Offices 


Extraordinary  Services   •-•......... 

X.  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to 
other  Countries,  -  -  Ireland,  (I.) . . 
XI.  Miscellaneous  Services,  (K.) 

At  Home...... 

Abroad  ...•••• 


£.      i.    d. 


130,000     0  0 

2,809,712  19  0 

6,361,735    0  8 

412,100    0  0 


1,829,435    9  10 
300,000    0    0 


8,614,625 

256,549 

144,596 

198^343 

21,500 

550,023 

77,468 

93,578 


1 
8 
6 
3 
0 
7 


1 
2 

9 
0 
0 

7 


0  10 
6    0 


Deduct  Loan,  3ec.  for  Ireland    « 


£.       i.    d. 


958,000 
57,558 
11.576 

290,171 
74,453 

202,402 


0 

17 
2 

4 
7 
8 


0 

0 
9 

9 


438,991  13     6| 

27,700    0    0 

208,197  10    0} 


9,713,547  19     8 
4,932,777  19    9 


2,129,435    9  10 


9,956,683  13    5 
5,431,807    0  11 


1,049,905    7    8J 
178,177  13    0 


£.* 


£.        X.    d. 

30,478,174    8     9| 
1,574,361   18     5 


1,594,161   19     9 
85,359    3     3} 


674,889    3    9 


16,775,761 
4,190,748 


9    3 
6    6 


15,388,550  14    4 
3,681,251    3    4 


1,227,383    0    8) 


75,670,641     8     2 
3,681.251     3    4 


71,989,390    4  10 


«  This  includes  the  Sura  of  £.  438,257. 18. 5.  for  Interest  paid  <sn  Imperial  Loans. 


w  B.  The  several  Items  under  eadihestd  are  stated  in  the  Appeadixes  A,  B,  &c.  above  referred  co^- 

which  follow. 


acviij 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— GUAT  Britain.— Ai6/ic  Expmdt 


Monies  paid  out  qf  the  Exchequer  in  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan,  1808,  tou 
Charges  qfthe  Public  Debt  qf  Great  Britain,  Ireiand,  and  Impet 


INTEREST. 


Pennanent  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain.. 
Loans  raited  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  . . . 
Imperial  Loans    '•••• •...•••...••., 


JO,       *.  (f. 

17,611,968  16  9} 
1,162,631  14  8 
20«,792  7  11 


18,976,698  19  4} 


▲nnuuics  tor  Ltftt, 

or  for 

Trrm*  ot  Yran. 


1,403,350  14    4 

91,208    6     8 

930.000    0    0 


1,724.559     1     0 


Towards  the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt;  viz. 
Annuallssue  by  26  Geo.  Ill 

Ditto 42do : 

Anouities  for  Termi  of  Years  expired,  prior  to  5th  July,  1802  . 
Annuities  for  Lives  on  which  the  Nominees  are  certified  to  have 

died  prior  to  5tb  July  1802,  or  that  have  been  unclaimed  for 

3  Years *. 

Interest  on  Debt  of  Great  ^tain  redeemed 

Ditto Ireland  -  -  -  -  •  do 

Di'tto....... Imperial  -  •  -  -  do       • 

J£,  I  per  cent,  on  Part  of  Capitals  created  since  5th  Jan.  1793. . . 

Part  of  the  annual  Appropriation... •*. •••.. 

j£.  1  per  cent,  on  Capitals  created  (for  Ireland)  by  Loans  ...•••• 
pitto  Imperial  Loans ••... 


£.        9,  d. 

1,000,000    0  0 

200,000    0  0 

79,680  14  6 


49,598  0  7 

3,560,654  4  8 

118,063  13  6 

22,286  19  1 

3,491,360  11  2^ 

468,200  14  0 

452,447  i  9 

36,693  0  0 


I 


APPENDIX  (A.  2,)— Total  Amount  qfthe  Sums  actuaUjf  received  by  the  Co: 
the  Reduction  qfthe  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Jar 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  Annnal  Issue,  26  Geo.  III. 

Ditto 42 

Exchequer  Anns,  tor  99  5c  96  Years,  expired  1792 

Short  Anns.  1777,  expired  1787 

Anns,  on  Lives  expired  pi  ior  to  5ch  July  1 802 

Anns,  on  Lives  unclaimed  for  3  Years  before  5th  Jan.  1807... 
X.\  per  cent  per  aim.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised  from 

1793  to  1807,  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  £.3  percent.  Annuities 

on  .^.4  per  cents 

on  £.5  per  cents • 


Three  quarters  Issue  of  the  Annual  Appropriation  towards  the 
Redemption  of  j^.1 2,000,000,  part  of  ^.14,200,000  Loan  1807 

Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  at  «£.3  per 
cent,  on  account  of  said  Loan • ••... 


IRELAND. 

£.  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capitals  cretted  by  Loans  raised  from 

1797  to  1807,  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  ^.3  percent.  Anns 

IMPERIAL. 
£.  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797  ... 
Interest  on  3  percent.  Imperial  Anns 


£. 
1,000,000 
200,000 
54,880 
25.000 
20,998 
28,599 

3,491,360 

3,445,135 

104,696 

7,100 


».    d. 
0    0 


0 

14 

0 


0 
6 
0 


1     1 
19    6 

11     2} 
15  10 
0    0 
0    0 


468,200 
3.722 


14    0 

8  10 


452,427     1     9 
118,063  13     6 


36,693    0    0 
92/286  12     1 


«^B 


(R,)  will  be  found  in  page  »xiL 


iWM 
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APPENDIX  (C.) — Charges  vpon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  the  Year  ended  Jan.  5,  1808; 
exclusive  of  the  Interest  qf  the  Public  Debt,  and  the  Peyments  vpon  Ekcbequer  Bills. 


CIVIL  LIST. 
For  his  Majesty'^  Household. 
Ditto  hy  44  Geo.  III.  per  ann 


£4        t.    d. 

..898,000    0     0 
..  60,000    0    0 


COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
The  Judges  of  England  and  Walet 
A.  Graham,  Esq.  Inspector  of  the 
teinpovary  places  of  coniinemenc 

•    ofFelons... 

y.'Colquhoun»£sq.  Receiver  of  the 

Thames  Police  Office  

J.  Baldwin,.  Esq.  Receiver  of  the 

seven  Public  Offices 

H.  M.  Dyer,  Esq.  Ch.  J.  Adm. 

Court,  Bahama     

J.  Bedford,  Esq.  do.        Barbadoes 

J.  Sewell,  Esq.  do. at  Malta 

W.Terriit,  Esq.  do.  . .  at  Bermudas 
Alex.  Croke,  Esq.  do.  Nova  Scotia 
H.  I.  HinchdifTe,  Esq.  do  Jamaica 
Sheriffs  of  England  and  Wales  ... 
Keeper  of  the  Hanapei  in  Chan- 
cery ...., 

MINT. 

Master  of,  in  England 

T.  Morrison,  esq.  Receiver  of  the 

Fees  in  the  Mint  ,. 

Master  of,  in  Scdiland   

SALARIES  «•  ALLOWANCES.  - 

The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Abbot,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  com- 
plete his  Allowance  of  6,0001. 

The  Marquis  of  Bute,  late  one  of 
the  Auditors  of  the  Imprest  ... 

P.  Deare,  Esq.  late  Deputy  do. 

C  Roberts,  Esq.  on  the  yearly  Sum 
of650Lforroerlypaidtothe  Au- 
ditor of  the  Exchequer  

Commissioners  Tor  auditing  the 
Public  Accounts   ............ 

Salaries  of  Clerks  in-  thie  Office  of 
Public  Accounts 

Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificates 

Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land,  for  Fees  paid  at  sundry 
PublicOffices 

Do.  ....  of  South  Sea  Co.  for  do  . 

Commissioners  for  auditing  the 
Public  Accounts  in  the  West 
Indies 

Salaries  and  Contingenoies  for  do 

John  Buckworth,  Esq.  49  days  to 
lOUi  Oct.  1807 

John  L.  Panter,  Esq.  fpr  Salaries 
and  Contingencies  in  the  Office 
of  the  said  Commissioners,  to 
enable  them  to  proceed  to  the- 
West  Indies 

*   PENSIONS. 
HifrR.  H.  thePrirfce  of  Wales 

Ditto  ditto   .: 

Ditto  the  Duke  of  York 

Ditto.... Clarence    ... 

Ditto Kent    

Ditto Cumberland  , 

Ditto.  ^..^ Sussex 


17,900  hS    5 


350    0    0 


7,168 

6  10 

16,139 

14  m 

2,000 

0  0 

2,000 

0  0 

2,000 

0  0 

2,000 

0  0 

2,000 

0  0 

2,000 

0  0 

4,000 

0  0 

6,900    0    0 

3,476    2    0 
1,200    0    0 


2,801   10    0 


7,000 
300 

0 
0 

0 
0 

650 

0 

0 

12,300 

0 

0 

35,982 
800 

7 
0 

0 
0 

904    6    e 


4,750 
5,764 


0     0 
18     8 


His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  <£12,000 


Ditto Clarence., 


Ditto 


126    5    9i 


3,073  19     7 


65,000    0    0 


14,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

J  2,000 

0 

0 

6,000 


Kent 6,000 


Ditto Cumberland...  6,000 

Ditto .'Sussex 6,000 

Ditto Cambridge  ....  6,000 

Representatives  of  Arthur  Onslow  3,000 

Earl  of  Chatham      4,000 

Lord  Heaihficld 1,500 

Lord  Rodney 2,000 

Lady  Dorchester       t,  1,000 

John  Penn,  Esq 3,000 

Richard  Penn,  Esq. 1,000 

Duchess  of  York 4.000 

Earl  St.  Vincent S^OOO 

Lord  Duncan 2,000 

Duke  of  Richmond 12,666 

Sir  William  Henry  Ashurst     ....  i  ,500 

Sir  Beaumont  Hotham     8,000 

Sir  Sidney  Smith       1,000 

Baroness  Abercrombie 2,000 

Lord  Hutchinson 8,000 

Sir  James  Saumarez 1,200 

Duke  of  Portland  and  others,  for 

the  Prince  of  Orange 16^000 

Lord  Boringdon  and   others,    in 

Trust  for  Lord  Amherst    3,000 

DukeofAthol  '.»..  3,256 

Lady  Viscountess  Nelson     ......  2,000 

Sir  Rich .  Strachan 1,000 

Lord  CoUrngwood 2,000 

Sir  J.  T.Duckworth 1,000 

Lord  Eidon ••.••........•  955 

William  Earl  Nelson 5,000 

Lord  Rodney 923 

Thomas  Baron  Erskine  .........  3,044 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales 7,000 

Duchess  Dowager  of  Gloucester  .  2,000 

Duke  of  Gloucester    . .. .• 14,000 

Her  Highness  Princess  Sophia  ...  5,000 

Do  for  49  days  to  10th  Oct.  1807  752 

Sir  J.  Stuart,  for  1  day  1  qr.  of  a  . 

yeartoDo 1,508 

Duke  of  Grafton 6,370 


O 
O 
0 
0 

o 
o 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


o    o 

0     0 


0 
0 
0 
0 

o 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0    0 

a  0 

13     4 

0   e 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


a 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
II 
0 
1 


20,000 
20,000 
81,000 


93,079 
15,000 


0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0    0 


0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1* 

0 
6 


8  lOi 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

11  6i 

14  11{ 
0    0 


2,956  15    S 


0  0 
0  0 
0    0 


4,000    0    0 


,   BOUNTIES. 

For  the   Encouragement   of   the 

Growth  of  Hemp  and  Flax  .... 
Richard  Clarke,  Esq.  Chamberlain 

of  the  City  of  London,  for  the 

better  Improvement  of  the  Port 

of  London      •--..•• 

Do.  in  full  of  jf.  100,000 

Do.  in  part  of  ^.45,000 

Commissioners  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London  .. 
Do.    for  Compensations  for  loss 

sustained  under  the  Act  for  the 

Improvement  of   the   Port  of 

London    ., 

Do.  of  Northern  Light-houses.. .. 
The  Directors  of  the  West  India 

Company,  in  part  of  .£.30,000     15,000    0    0 
Sir  W.  Curtis,  for  130  Ticket  For- 

ters,   claiming    Compensations 

under  the  Act    for  Improve- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London,  in- 

cludingFees •••   11,366    8    6 


18    7 
0    0 


df.l,594,U61  19    9 
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APPENDIX  (B.)—Intere8t  paid  an  Exchequer  Bills,  from  the  5th  Da 

the  5th  Dtttf  qfJamiofy  1808. 


Aids  Anno  1806 ••••...•., Cap.    6.  ... 

Supply  Anno  1806 25.  ... 

Aids  Anno  1806 93.  ... 

Ditto  for  jf. 1,500,000  6.  ... 

Ditto  Bank  Charter  for  ^.3,000,000 41.  ... 

Aid«  Anno  1807 28.  .., 

Bank  Premimni  on  Personal  Estates  and  Malt  Duty,  &c. 


APPENDIX  (D.)—A  List  qf  all  such  Sum  and  Sums  qf  Money  as  have 
become  due,  upon  his  Majesty  s  Establishment  for  Civil  Affairs  within 
Date  the  I9th  Da^  qfJune  1761,  for  One  Year:  from  5th  Jan.  1 807  i 
1808  exclusive <£.85 


APPENDIX  (£.  l.)^Amount  (tfBovvri^s paid  in  England  and  Scotlat 
nues  qf  Customs  and  Excise,  between  the  5th  qf  Jan,  1 807  and  the  5th 
Payments  in  the  nature  qf  Anticipations  qf  Exchequer  Issues. 


CUSTOMS. 
Bounties    on    Cotton    and    Linen    Manu£sic-' 

tures,  &c. 

»...••.•  British  and  Southern  Whale  Fishery 

Newfoundlanil  and  White  Herring  do. 

EXCISE. 

Bounties  on  British  Spirits      ••» 

on  Fish 

Buss  and  Barrel  Bounties,  certified  on  the  Excise, 
for  Deficiency  of  Money  in  the  hands  of  the  I 
Receiyer  Gen.  of  the  Customs  


£. 


ENGLAND. 


342,200  i9    5i 


19,840  10  m 


362,041   10    5i 


SCOTLAND. 


65,091  10 


11,858  12 


76,950    3 


APPENDIX  (£.  2.)^PosT  Office.— PMior»  and  Parliamentary  Gk 

ended  5thJanuttfy  1808. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough «^.  5,0 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton 4,7 

Tiie  heirs  of  the  late  Duke  of  Schomberg    4,U 


J:.  13,7 


APPENDIX  (E.  3.)^ExciSE,— An  Account,  shewing  how  the  Public  M 
the  Receipt  qf  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  Jan.  1807,  t<^her  with  the  3^ 
same  during  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1 808,  and  the  Monies  paid  out  qf 
the  Revenues  of  the  said  Year,  in  Anticipation  qf  the  Exchequer  Receipt ^ 
applied;  so  far  as  regards  the  ReceqH  <^the  Excise  in  England,  and  cat 
the  Excise  Qfice. 

I^ENSIOKS,  viz.                                                                         •  £.  #. 

J3uke  of  Grafton    9,000  0 

EarlCowper    2,000  0 

Charles  Boon,  Esq.  Moiety  of  the  Earl  of  Batb*s  .  1,500  0 

Lord  Melbourne's  ....  ditto 1.500  0 


BOUMTYi 


Salted  Provi«ioai 
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iVtif 


APPENDIX  (£.  4(.)—Sttm9  advanced  by  Rtcdven  Gtneral  t^Lani  and  Aatesatd  Taxes,  m 
Account  qf  Militia,  and  Deserters  Warrants,  and  other  Disbursements,  under  various 
Acts  qf  Parliament;  between  the  5th  January  1307  and  the  5th  January  1808. 


Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants 

Volunteers ,., 

Defence  Acts - 

ArmyofR^erve    

Yeomanry  Cavalry       .«, 

Population  Act      


X. 


ENQIANO. 


rf. 


41 


19,659    5 
80,439  16     3^ 
18,182     8  ll| 
32,337    2  10 


150,618  13    5} 


8C0TI«AND. 


6,214  :ifi  10{ 

39,103  13     4 

691  7     7 

10,239  19  11^ 

1,121  10  4 

207  1«  6 

57,578  16  7 


Toial.... ^.208,197  10    OJ 


APPENDIX  (F.) — Monies  received  from  Us  Majesty's  Exchequer,  for  Naval  Services, 

between  5th  January  1807  and  the  5th  January  1808. 


ii£Aos  or  sntncE. 


NAVYi 

Salaries  to  the  Admiralty,  Navy,  and  Navy  Pay  Offices 

Wages  to  Officers  and  Seamen  

Bounty  to  Volunteers,  Flag  Pay,  ice 

flalf  Pay  to  Sea  Officers,  and  Bounty  to  Chaplains     

Pensions  to  Sea  Officers,  their  Widows,  &c.  and  to  superan- 
nuated Artificers 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dock,  and  Rope  Yards      . . . . '. 

Building  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  every  Description, 
repairing  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Ships  taken  from  the  £ncmy, 
Head  Money, '&c.  paid  in  Bills  at  Ninety  Days  Date    .... 

Pilouge    • 

Bills  of  Exchange,  Imprests,  and  Contingencies     

Exdiequer    Fees • 

I^arine  Services  on  Shore,  and  Half  Pay  to  Marine  Officers 


i 


VICTUALLING. 
Provisions  and  all  sorts  of  Victualling  Stores,  paid  for  in  Bills  ? 

at  Ninety  Days  Date     \ 

Wages  to  the  Victualling  Yards 

Bills  of  Exchange  and  Imprest 

Necessary  and  Extra  Necessary  Money,  and  Contingencies  .. .. 
Widows  Pensions 

TRANSPORTS,  &c. 

Freight  of  Transports,  Maintenance  of  Prisoners  of  War,  and 
Expence  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen,  paid,  for  in  Bills  at 
Ninety  Days  Date      .« ...••.. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  and  all  other  Services  paid  for  in   Ready 
Money 


SUM. 


JE.         i.  d. 

130,000     0  0 

2,117,308    7  6 

380,000     0  0 

206,404  11  6 

106,600    0  0 

1,051,000    0  0 

4,654,758  13  7 

38,000    0  0 

605,976    7  I 

12,000    0  0 

412,100    0  0 


TOTAL 


£* 


d. 


9,713,547  19    8 


3,621,954    6  5 

135,100    0  0 

1,031,000    0  0 

112,000    0  0 

32,723  13  4 


],829»435    9  10 
300,000    0    0 


£. 


4,932,777  19    9 


2,129,435    9  10 


16,775,761     9    3 
J 


APPENDIX  [G).--Monies  paid  by  the  Office  qfOnDVkVCE,  in  the  Year  }807,  for  Services 

at  Home  and  Abroad  respectively. 

Services  it  Home 3,895,526  \l     0       i 

,  Services  Abroa4.   .««««.«.«..<iii.*..«.,i«...^,..^.^^^;.,«.^.,,.«« 295,221  15    6 


^.4,190,748     6     6 
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APPENDIX  (H.)^M<mie8  paid  by  the  R^ht  Honourable  the  Paymasters  Gt 
jest/s  Forces,  from  25th  December  1806  to  2Uh  December  IS 


Pay  and  Allowances  of  the  Forces,  &c.  Captains  Allowances,  OIF-  ?  „  g^, 
reckonings.  Recruiting  and  Contingencies,  Bills,  and  Clothing  ....  y  ' 

Volunteers 641 

Exchequer  Fees 7" 

Garrisons 24 

Pfty  of  Officers 93 

Staff    120, 

Barracks     ..« 256 

Half  Pay     198 

Widows  Pensions     , 21 

Chelsea  Hospital ' 550 

Extraordioaries 5,43! 


^.15,38^ 


APPENDIX  (I.) — An  Account  qf  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to  ( 

in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Day  qf  January  1808. 


There  was  remitted  out  of  Supplies  1806/7,  to  that  Pan  of  the  United  Kingdom 

called  Ireland,-  viz.  Jt 

Out  of  <£.  1,000,000  granted  out  of  Spanish  Property  and  Droits  of  Ad- 

miralty,  for  the  service  of  the  Year  1 806    117 

Out  of  Loan  1806,  per  Act  46  Geo.  III.  Cap.  33 276 

Out  of  Lotteries  1806,  per       Ditto  ....  Cap.  148 156 

Qutof  Loan  1807,  per  Act 47 Ditto....  Cap. 28 l,63o! 

Out  of  Loan  1807,  per  Act..  Ditto  ....  Cap.  46. 1,450, 

Out  of  Lotteries  1807,  per  Act  Ditto  ..  Cap.  9 51, 


.£.3,681, 


:^=r: 


APPENDIX  (K). — An  Account,  shewing  how  the  Monies  remaining  in  the 
ExcHEauER  on  the  5th  Day  qf  January  1807>  together  with  the  Monies  paic 
during  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of  January  1808,  have  been  actually  applied;  s( 
to  Miscellaneous  Services. 

SERVICES  AT  HOME. 

To  be  paid  to  the  Officers  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  1806^  

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Superintendence  of  Aliens     J  805/6/7      

For  the  Royal  Military  College,  1806/7 

For  the  Use  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen  who  served  under  the  late  Vice- Admiral 

Lord  Viscount  Kelson,  at  the  Battle  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  on  the  21st  Oct.  1805/6  . 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  tlie  Roads  and  Bridges  in  the 

Highlands  of  Scotland,  1806      

For  confining,  m&inuining,  and  employing  Convicts  at  Home,  1806/7 

For  printing  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  printing  and  delivering  Votes, 

and  for  printing  Reports,  Bills,  &c.  1806 • ••••• •••..«.. 

For  printing  1  ,'i  50  Copies  of  the  58th  Volume  of  Journals,  1806 

For  Printing  and  Stationary  for  the  Two  Houses  ofParliament,  for  J  806/7 

Fgr  the  French  Clergy  and  Laity}  Toulonese,  Corsicao,  and  Dutch  Emigranu;  and 

American  Loyalists,  1806/7 .«•• ] 

Towards  defraying  tbej;xpence  of  the  Public  Office,  Bow  Street,  1806/7      

For  the  Rojal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  for  1806 

For  his  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services,  1806/7 t 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  a  new  Mint,  1806/7 •.••• 

Ujttnfif*  Exptnets  ol  Prosccutioot  relating  to  the  Coio  q(  this  Kingdon^  1806/7    •••• 
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For  the  extra  Charge  of  Messcngert  of  the  Three  Secretaries  of  State,  1806/7        ..  ...^l 0,500  O  0 

PorPo of  Contingencies Do.  1806/7 9,000  O  0 

For  the  Ministers  of  the  Vaudois  Churches,  for  1806/7        J, 828  5  4 

To  Sheriffii,  for  CoDviction  of  Felons  and  Orerpaymenu,  1 806 6,700  O  0 

For  defraying  Law  Charges,  1806/7 13,000  0  0 

Ftotestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor  French 

Protestant  Clergy  and  Laity,  for  1806/7 9.370  5  0 

For  Printing,  by  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  1 806 3,596  5  10 

For  printing  Returns  relative  to  the  Expence  and  Mamtcnance  of  the  Poor,  1806    ....  393  1  OJ 
^or  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  to  erect  a  Building  for  the  Reception  of  Dr.  Hun- 
ter's Collection,  and  a  Theatre  for  tlie  Delivery  of  Public  Lectures  on  Anatomy 

and  Surgery 4,000  0  0 

For  an  Allowance  to  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Inquiry,  1806... 294  16  8 

Towards  the  Support  of  an  Institution  called  the  Veterinary  College,  for  1 806       ....  1,500  0  0 
For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  1806,  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of 

France,  Toulonese,  Dutch  andCorsican  Emigrants,  and  American  Loyalists,  1807  ..  1,432  13  6 
For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  Anno  1 806,  for  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in 

England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  French  Protesunt  Clergy  and  Laity,  1807 ..  377  8  6 

To  defray  Bills  of  the  Usher  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  Stationary,  &c..for  1807  ...  1 ,214  4  3 

For  Works  done  at  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  and  at  the  House  of  the  Speaker  . .  27,900  0  0 

FortheDeficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1806,  for  Do.  1807  11,800  0  0 

For  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  MiliUry  Roads  in  North  Britain,  1 807 4,993  5  0 

For  purchasing  Buildings  and  Ground  in  and  near  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  1807.. ..  1 1,750  14  6 

Ditto Ditto 29,000  0  0 

For  Deficiency  of  Printing,  &c.  for  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament 9,789  11  8f 

For  printing  and  delivering  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  printing  Bills 

Reports,  &c.  1807 16,168  3  3 

For  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  for  Ditto,  Anno  1806    14,881  16  2 

For  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1806,  for  printing  1,750  Copies  ot  the  58th  Volume  of 

Journalsof  the  House  of  Commons,  1807 459  2  4 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  printing  Articles  of  Impeachment,  Minutes  of  the  Evi- 
dence, and  Copies  of  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  1807 2,046  6  0 

For  defraying  the  Expences  incurred  in  the  Department  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  his 

Majesty's  Household,  on  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  1 807       8,556  9  11  { 

For  Expence  of  making  an  Inland  Navigation  from  the  Eastern  to  t)ie  Western  Sea,  . .  25,000  0  0 

For  paying  Fees  on  passing  Public  Accounts,  1807 5,000  0  0 

To  satisfy  an  Award  made  by  Dr.  Swabey  and  Master  Griffulhe,  for  the  Loss  of  the  Ship 

Dunkirk  on  the  Coast  of  Denmark,  1807 ; 11,538  14  6 

For  the  Captors  of  tlie  Second  Swedish  Convoy,  and  for  the  Balance  due  to  the  Owners 

of  the  said  Ships,  1807 10,306  18  5 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  for  the  purchase  of  the  MSS.  belonging  to  the 

late  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  1807 I 4,925  0  0 

Towards  the  Repair  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel,  1807     ...« 2,000  0  0 

Further  Reward  to  Dr.  Jenner,  for  promulgating  his  Discovery  of  the  Vaccine  Inocula- 
tion, 1807 20,000  0  0 

For  enabling  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  carry  on  the  Trusts  reposed  in  them 


t 
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by  Parliament,  1807    .w 5,556 

For  erecting  Buildings  for  a  Naval  Asylum,  and  towards  the  Maintenance  of  the  said 

Institution,  1807    ...,« 30,000    0    0 

For  Salaries  to  the  Officers,  and  Incidental  Expences  of  the  Commissioners  for  re« 

ducing  the  National  Debt   w^ 2^328  18    0 

To  the  Representatives  of  William  Young,  Esq;  for  Expences  attending  the  execution 

of  an  Act  for  the  Redemption  and  Sale  of  the  Land  Tax 1,849 

For  Salaries  and  Expences  of  American  Commissioners 2,61 1 

To  the  Bank  of  England,  for  Discount  on  Prompt  Payments  on  Loan  £.  20,000,000     251,672 

To Do  ........  for  receiving  the  above  Loan ,»  16,115 

To Do for  Discount  on  prompt  Pay  menu  on  Lotteries,  1806/7  ....  2,571 

To Do  , forreceiving  Contributions  to  Lotteries 5,000 

Principsd  and  Interest  of  American  and  East  Florida  Orders,  for  Relief  to  such  Persons 

as  have  suffered  during  the  late  unhappy  Dissentions  in  America 476 

To  the  Commissioners  for  preparing  and  drawing  Lotteries  1806/7 15,500 

To  replace  to  Hit  Majetty's   Civil  List  Revenues   the  Sums  issued  thereout,  pursuani  to 

Addresses  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  viz. 

For  Rewards  to  Persons  employed  under  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  Measures  recommended  by  the  Ho.  of  Com.  respecting  the  Public  Records  . 

To  the  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  House  of  Commons,    Sess.  1 806 

To  the  Second  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Cothmons,  in  Do       1,085 

To  Edward  Colman,  Esq.  late  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attending  the  House  of  Commons   . . 

To  the  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  make  up  his  Allowance  equal  to  JS.  500,  for 
thei  Session  1806 :.... 

Tp  George  Whittam,  Esq;  for  making  an  Index  to  the  Votes  in  Session  1806 

To  H.  Alexander,  Csq;  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  k  Means,  Sess.  1806  . 


18 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1 

16 

B 

4 

8 

0 

0 

7 

^i 

0 

0 

1,085 
980 

1,085 
250 

3 
2 

4 
0 

0 
8 
0 
0 

332 

350 

1,300 

3 
0 
5 

0 
0 
0 

xxix]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Geeat  Britain.— Pecft/te  Etpendk 

To  make  good  io  His  MajeUyi's  Ctoil  List  Revenues  Monies  issued  thereout,  for  Pu 

Services;  viz. 

For  Salaries  of  the  additional  Commissionen  for  auditing  the  Public  Accounts 

To  J.  Johnson,  Architect,  for  carrying  on  the  Building  of  the  new  Mint      ..•• .... 

For  additional  Allowance  to  Clerks  in  the  Office  for  auditing  Public  Accounts 

To  Dr.  Clarke,  for  his  Trouble  and  Attendance  relative  to  an  Act  for  enforcing  t 

Residence  of  the  Clergy 

To  Peter  Lord  Gwydir,  Deputy  Great  Chamberlain,  for  Expences  attending  the  Tr 

of  Lord  Viscount  Melville 

To  Joseph  Kaye  and  John  Winter,  Juii.  Solicitors  to  the  Managers  oi  the  Impcac 

mentagainst  Lord  Viscount  Melville 

To  W.  G.  Rose,  Esq.  and  others  Officers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  their  Atten 

ance  on  various  Committees  in  Session  1806 ....•..•.. 

To  E.  Straccy,  Esq.  as  a  Compensation  for  his  Services  as  Counsel  to  the  Chai 

man  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Peers,  Seuion  1806       .•••••. 

For  defraying  the  Expences  of  a  Plan  for  the  more  perfect  Security  of  the  Shipping 

the  Port  of  London      •••• •.•••• ...••.•• .-.-.. 

To  U.  Cow  per,  Esq.  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Lords,  for  additional  Troub 

during  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville 

To  W.  Chinnery,  Esq.  as  a  Compensation  to  Persons  attending  during  the  Trial  of  Loi 

Viscount  Melville. •• • 

To  J.  Meheux,  Esq.  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  Indi 

for  the  Purchase  of  the  Lease  of  a  House  in  Downing-street  for  ao  Office  for  th 

said  Commissioners ,Z ••.•.•....•....•••• ..•••••>•• 

For  defraymg  the  Expences  of  a  Plan  for  the  Esublishment  of  a  Horse  Patrol  for  it\ 

public  Roads  leading  to  the  Metropolis 

To  W.  CKjnoery,  Esq.  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  Bounties  on  Fish 
.To  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  for  Expences  incurred  b 

them , , 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  West  India  Commissioners,  for  the  Expences  of  their  Office 
To  Sir  J.  Heard,  for  extra  Expences  incurred  at  the  Funeral  of  the  late  Lord  Viscoui 

Kelson *...... 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  for  Books  ot  Science  and  Chemic.il  Articles  for  the  Settle 

mcnt  of  New  South  Wales 

To  J.  Clennentson,  Esq.  for  one  Year's  Rent  of  a  Hou^e,  in  lieu  of  Apartments  h 

resigned  at  the  House  of  Commons       ...•.....# 

To  W.  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  Bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Commissary  Laidlaw,  for  Bountie 

on  Fish   • 

To  T.  Nettleship,  Esq.  for  publishing  the  Average  Price  of  Brown  Sugar 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Enquiry,  for  Contingent  Expences  .. 
To  W.  Watson,  Esq.  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Lords,  for  his  Services  durin] 

the  Session  1806 

To  t,ord  Walsingham,  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  bis  At 

tendance  in  Session  1806 ••...• •••••••••■■«•••••••■ 

SERVICES  ABROAD. 


For  His  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services,  1 806/7       

For  repairing  and  maintaining  British  Foru  and  Settlements  on  the  Coast  of  Africa 

To  pay  Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales,  1807 

For  the  Civil  Establishment  of  Upper  Canada,  1807 • 

NovaScotia,  1807    ' 

New  Brunswick,  1807 

St.  John's,  1807       

Cape  Breton,  1807 , 

Bahamas,  1807 

Bermuda.  1806/7 

New  South  Wales,  1807       

Sierra  teone,  1807., , •. 


£. 
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VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


■■■  I* 


Public  Fundkd  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  same  stood  on  the  First  Day  qf 

Ftkrwary  1808. 


TOTAL  DEBT  UNREDEEMED, 


Bank  of  EngUod,  and  Annuities,*  1726....  At  3  per  cent. 

South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annuities,  1 75 1 Ditto .... , 

Consolidated  Annuities  ...•..••.•. Ditto  .,.. 

Reduced  Annuities  • Ditto 

Consolidated  Annuities At  4  per  cent.. 

Consolidated  Annuities At5  per  cent. . 

Annuities,  1797  and  1802 .....Ditto..... 


Total  Capitals 


Annual  Interest •...••....••.. 

Annuities  for  Lives,  or  for  Terms  of  Years 

Charges  of  Manafement • ••> 

Annuities  fallen  in  or  dead,    1   per  cent,    and  Annual    Grants,    besides 
£.  23,675  2x.  Annuities  unclaimed  for  three  Years  at  5th  Jan.  1808 


Total  Charoi  for  Dibt  payable  in  Gkeat  BaiTAiK 


£. 

s. 

d. 

12,686,800 

0 

0 

18,330,684 

13 

11; 

Or 

359,66236 

8 

99,569,631 

0 

7 

47,107,684 

17 

2 

46,539,742 

1 

8 

2,070,043 

16 

9 

585,959.932 

18 

11 

19,009,021 

8 

71 

1,433,869 

14 

6( 

288,409 

0 

0* 

9,971,892 

4 

'i 

30,703,792 

7 

4 

IVogresf  made  in  the  Redemption  qftbe  Public  Debt  qflnELAUD,  funded  in  Great  Britain, 

at  1st  Fekruary  ISOS. 


FUNDS. 


Consolidated3per 
cent.  Ann. .... 

Reduced  Do 

Consolidated  4per 

cent.  Do 

Do.  5  per  cent.  Do 


Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 


cAPrrAts. 


30,238,^75 
16,028,750 


300,000 
572,000 


47,139,625 
4,628,926 


42,510,699 


Redeemed 

by  the 

Comminioncn 

at 

lit  February 

1808. 


2,211,000 
2,417,926 


4,628,926 


B 


TOTAL  SUMS 
paid. 


£. 


s.    d* 


1,353,691     4    4 
1,457.663    0    3 


2,811,354    4    7 


Avenie 

Price  of 
Stocks. 


60i 
60} 


SUMS 

applicable  tu  Uv-  RedoctioD 

of  DEBT. 


1  per  cent,  on 
Capital  created 

Dividend  on 
>£:.4,628,926 
3  per  cent. 
Annuities    - 


£, 


s.    (L 


479,535     4    S 


138,867  15    7 


618.402  19  10 


-    Ifrogress 

Imperial   3   per 
"-*tttit:"A'tinuitre8 
Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Unredeemed  1st 
February  1808  . 


£.        s,    d, 
485,167    e--11 


58} 


1  per  cent,  on 
Capitals  creat- 
ed      

Dividend  on 
^.829,426, 
3  per  cent 
Annuities  . . 


£. 


#. 


d. 


36,693  0  0 


24,882  \5    7 
61,575  15  7 


\ 
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VIL— UNFUNDED  DEBT. ' 


An  Account  qf  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5th  Dc^    qf 

;  January  1808.  < 

ExcHiQusB.  Bills: 
Under  what  Acts  issued.        On  what  Funds  charged.  Amount  Outstanding* 

47Geo.lII.  cip.    3.  •  -  Malt,  Anno  -    -     1806  -  •  ^.273,000  0  0 

Ditto          cap.    2*  -  -  Aids,  Aano  .    -     1808  -  -  10,500,000  0  0 

Ditto          cap.  88.  -  -  Ditto,  Anno  -    -     1807  -  -  15,691,500  0  0 

.   Ditto          cap.  73.  -  -  Ditto,  Anno  .    -     1807  .  •  i, 048,400  0  0 

Ditto          cap.  27.  -  -  Ditto,  Anno    -    -     1808  -  •  1,500,000  0  0 

Ditto         cap:  76.  .  .  Ditto,  Bank  Charter  1808  -  .  3,000,000  0  -0 

■  31,942,900    0    0 

TaBAcuari 

Miscellaneous  Services 41,058  19  10} 

Warrants  for  Army  Services 79,96117    3 

Treasury  Bills  accepted  previous  to  and  on  the  5th  January, 

1808,  due  subsequent  to  that  day 831,085  16    0 

—————       727,100  13     IJ 

AaMv; 

Ordinary  Services     ..«.. .r.. 1,063,036  10  11   ^ 

Extraordinary  Services  .....  i....... ...........w..  Nil. 

— — —  1,063,036  10  11 

Barracks •• 476,586    0  8 

Ordnance 1,165,828  13  7 

Navy 6,561,837    9  1| 

Civil  List  Advances .••..••.....•••••.....•. 50,430    8  6 

41,987,113     9  11 
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VIIL—DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


ilii  Account,  thewuig  how  the  Monies^  given  for  the  Service  qf  the  Year  I 

disposed  qf;  so  far  as  relates  to  Great  Britain. 


SERVICES. 


Navy.... 
Ordnance 


To  enable  hit  Majesty  to  take  lucb  mea- 
tnret  at  the  exigenqr  of  affairs  may  re 
quire,  for  Great  Britain 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum,  whieh  hat 
been  advanced  to  the  king  of  Prussia, 
in  consequence  of  the  urgency  of  affairs 
upon  the  Continent .•••..—••. 

To  make  good  the  like  sum,  which  has 
been  iuuedby  his  majesty's  orders,  pur- 
auant  to  addresses  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, and  which  has  not  been  made 
good  by  i)arliament 

Civil  Establishments  and  Services   ..... 


SUMS  Toted  or  Gnatod. 


Total 


16,977,837    9    3 

3,964,469    4    8 

15,361,365    2    9 


4,500,000    0    0 


180,000    0    0 


sum  Paid. 


5,382  17    8 
3,038,560    4    9 


43,327,614  19    1 


X,  9,  d. 

16,977,837  9  3 

3,264,469  4  8 

15,361,365  2  9 


4,500,000    0    0 


180>000    0    0 


5,382  17    8 
2,774,575    8  lOj 


43,063,630    3    2} 


Payments  for  other  Services,  not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year • ••••. .••• 


Ways  and  Means  ybr  eoMwering  the  foregoing  Services. 

Dttty  on  Malt  continued ....•• ••••. ••••...••. 

4/.  in  the  Pound  on  Pensions,  Offices,  Icc •••..... •••.... 

Two-thirds  Profits  of  fourth  Lottery,  1806 92,666  13    4> 

Ditto    ...    ofthree  Lotteries,  1807 330,66613    4$ 

Surplus  consolidated  Fund  to5th  April  1808      • •• • 

War  Taxes  • 1 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Vote  of  Credit •••••.....• 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  1806 

Loan,  pan  of  .^.14^200,000.  (the  Remainder  being  for  the  Service  of  Ireland)....  1 

^.4 


Total  Sum  granted  as  per  preceding  Account     •• 4i 

Sums  paid  for  Services  not  voted,  as  per  Do •• ••• 


Amount  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  above 


4 


Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means 


■ 
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CL4M 

I,  Public  Income. 

II.    COKSOLIDATED  FjIHD. 

III,  Ahrears  and  Balancej. 

IV.  Trade  and  ^A»n;ATloa. 


c|.a»s 

V.  PuBtic  Expenditure. 
VI.  Public  funded  Debt. 
VU.  Unfunded  Ubbt. 
Vlll.  DuFosiTtoN  OF  Grants. 


INCOME. 


;»si: 

'VS!f<!:iiX'^.T 

■S2S' 

BouuiBlor 

■"S" 

' 

£.     ..    d. 

420,899     9  m 
253,590    0    5 
46,505  IS     9i 
91,301     4  lOi 

£.       u    d. 
5,fynfiVi    9    4i 
613,S70    8     13 
86,056  13     4 
96,934  14     41 
5,386  19     1 
3.B9S   13     49 
4.3S4  11     0 

£.         1.     d. 

76,886    S    9 

£.        ,.    d. 
95,940    0    9 
101,345    S    6} 

.£.        ».    d. 
95,940    0    e 
178,831    5    41 

1.9' 

.7( 

7 
9 

819,136  IS  m 

H    9    0 
1,«9  13    6} 

5.896,aiS    1 

I5,srr3  11) 

39,459    S 
394,904  10 

19,405  17 

9,115    S 
49,190    3 

!1,W5    6 
10,464    9 

2,071  19 

9.184  18 
■  1,111  10 

901>171    6    9J 

K4i 

i; 

39 
831 

1, 

♦. 

«. 

i; 
10; 

!■■ 

1. 

814,349  n  11; 

S,379;3e4  17 

3,977,747    4 

204,171     6    3 

fc7S9. 

8,977; 

814,349  n   1119.35^139     *     ^ 

76,896     9     2 

197.985     4     Ijl 

304,171     6    3 

1.746, 

xli] 
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CU9S 

1.  Public  Income. 
II,  Consolidated  Fvnd. 

III.  Arrears  and  Ba|.ance9. 

IV.  Trade  and  Naviratiow. 


:««= 


«SB|S 


INCOME. 


CM99 

V.  Public  Expenditure. 
VI.  Public  funded  Debt. 
VIL  Unfunded  Debt. 
VIIL  Disposition  ov  Grants. 


-^3^ 


Total  Psymevla 

oat  of  the 
Cron  Rcrenuc 


£, 


«. 


d. 


Wet  Product,  appUcabte 
to  NatioMi  Ob)re*i» 
and  10  l*aviurnti  loto 
the  Kxcbcqoer. 


£. 


HfmnSM  OB  Account 

of  Milt  ia,  Deaenera, 

Mrtfillnf  •eamce, 

Army  or  iMcnrt, 

and  ForitficatioQ 

Coapcniation. 


£. 


t,    d. 


420,899    9  lOiU         .        o    44!        "        - 
253,590    0    5  /^•"^^•®**    ^    "s  76,866    fi    S 


46,505  18     9^ 
91,201     4  10| 


818J26  13  11|  5.896,818    1     8} 


15,973  10    4i 


673,570    9  1} 

86,056  13  4 

26,934  14  4 

5,386  19  1 

2,898  12 

4,324  n  0 


76,886    2    2 


Pountlca  for 

p«oi«0(ln(  th« 

Fiiherira,  Uoen 

Mannfactare,  Ac. 


£,        «.  d. 
25,940  0  9 
101,345  5  6} 


127,285  4  H 


39,459    2    8^ 
224,904  10    3^ 


18,405  17    6 


•n4    9    « 
12    2    0 


1,429  12    6} 


9,115    8    5 
49,120    3    3) 


2,755    6  4i 

10,464    9  1 

2,071  19  2 

2,184  18  6) 

*  Vll  10  0 


814.342  17  11)6,272,384  17    5| 


2,977,747    4    9 


814,342  17  lli9.25Q|lS2    2     2| 


76^886    2    2 


76,686     2    2 


T9tal  Pjpymcnli 

o«t  ortha 

Mat  Prodoce. 


£. 


t,    d. 


25,940    0    9 
176,231    5    4) 


204>171     6    3) 


127,285    4    li 


127,285    4    lil 


Paj 


1,97^1 

1,76:1 

S64| 

71| 
2G| 

51 
8l 

4! 


4,417 
15, 

224,! 


i.c 


4,7 
49,1 


10,2 

1,5 
1,4 

ni 


204,171     6    3 


204,171     6    3 


4b769,l 


2,977,7 


7,746,9 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  IRELAND, 


Va 


FOR  THB 


TEAR  ENDED  FIFTH  OF  JANUABT,  1808. 


I.— PUBLIC 


BfiAOB  OV  SSVINUS. 


Ordinary  Re^enuei: 

Customs 

Excise ..••»... 

Stamps  ..'. ..•..«, 

Post  Office 

Poundage  Fees 

Pells  Fees 

Duty  on  Wrought  Plate  . 
Casualties 


Total  Ordinary  Revenues  ... 


Extraordinary  ReKurtet : 

Qain  by  Sxchange  on  Sums  re- 
ceived (roin  Great  Britain  . . 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy  oo 
account  of  Advances  by  Col- 
lectors  in  Ireland,  for  Sea 
men's  Wages,  &c  ......... 

From  Great  Britain,  on  Account 
of  the  Profit  of  Lotteries  ..*. 

From  several  County  Treasur- 
ers, paid  to  several  Revenue 
Collectors,  on  Account  o( 
Advances  made  by  the  Trea- 
sury for- enrolling  the  Militia 

Froth  several  County  Treasur- 
ers,  paid  to  severat  Revenue 
Collectors,  on  Account  of 
Deficiencies  in  the  Army  of 
Reserve  ..,..• 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Publtc 


'    Apprafiiattd  Dutiet  fof  Local 

Objecit. 
Linen  ManoCacture  ......... 

lapK^emeot  of  .Dublin  ..... 

Repairs  oi'  the  Royal  Exchange 
and  Commercial  Buildings  . . 

Lagan  Navigation 

Inns  of  Court  ............... 


Total  independent  of  the  Loans 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
in  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of 
January  1808 


GiXMia«C*ipt 
witbin  IheYcv. 


JS.        f.    d. 


toul  BMeipt  to  be 
AccottQied  for. 


£. 


d. 


OfWlMCKSy 

Diacottf  U^  Ac* 


*.    d. 


2,452,765  17     1  ft  ^  7»o  n^ii  i  o    R^f  ^**»'''''*    *    * 
2,306.455    4  i]|{  5.772,065  19    S\H^  ^^c^  ,5    2 


Char«e«  of 
MuMfemeat. 


■^^•- 


594,154  10  9i 

158,749    6  3 

26,934  14  44 

5,386  19  1 

2,898  18  4| 

4,324  11  0 


5^51.669  15  11^ 


15,973  IQ    4i        I5,»13  10    4| 


39^459    2    ^ 

■ 

224,904  10    3^ 


fi>985    €    9 


HG    e    0 
49,120    8    3| 


1,600    0  8 

9,518  18  0 

1,652    5  0 

3,476     2  10 

1,111   10  0 


Grand  Total  I 


5,901,551    5  lOf 


2.977,747    4    9 


8,879,298  10     7| 


790,07^    0  11 

177,257  18 

26,9.^1  14 

5,386  19 

2,898  12 

4,324  11     0 


6,708,9^  15     8| 


d9,4S9    9    «i 
224,904  10    3i 


18,405  17    6 


»,H5    8    5 
49,120    3    3) 


3,529  15  101 

10,476  11  1 

2,071  19  2 

3,614  11  0} 

1,111  10  0 


7,086,727  15     5^ 


2,977,747    4    9 


10,064,475     0    ^ 


16,226  14  ll|i   30,379    3 


239,191 
185,539 


5 
5 


17,477    9     1 


289,463    8  10| 


774    9     6 
12     2    0 


1,321  13    4 


285,571   13     8| 


285,571  13    8| 


d, 
I' 

H 


78,723  \$    9i 


528,668  10     01 


109  14    21 


528,771     4    3 


528,771     4    3 


xir]         PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— •iRBLAKD.—.ilrraira  and  Bofaneet.— Tra 


HI.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


Balances  due  on  the  5th  January  1808,  from  the  Collectors  of  Customs 

Ditto    ....    Ditto  ....  of  Excise 

Hearth-money  Collectors'  Balances , 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


Valttc  </ Imports  and  Exports ^r  T^ree  Years. 


Year  ending  5th  January  1 806 

-    -         1807 

1808 


OFFICIAL  VALUB 
of  Impora* 


5,736,214  10  4 
5,605,964  16  1 
6,637,907  16    7| 


OFFICIAL  V 


Irish  ProducU  «iid 
MMufkcturcs  fcxportcd. 


£,  t.  d. 
5,059.867  13  10 
5,030.722  15  10 
5,307,806  16    4 


Kote.— The  real  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and  Manufactures  exported  in  the  Year 

ending  the  5th  Jan.  1808,  computed  at  the  Average  Prices  current,  was  £A0, 


Number  qf  Vessels,  wUh  the  Amount  qf  thtir  Tonnage,  built  and  registerec 

Ports  qf  Ireland,  w  Three  Years. 


Year  ending  5th  January  1 806 

1807 

1808 


VESSELS. 


28 
41 

33 


Number  of  Vessels,  xvith  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  Number  of  J 
usually  employed  in  Navigating  the  same,  that  belonged  to  the  Ports  of  Irel/ 
Day  qf  September  in  the  Years  1805,  1806,  and  1807  respectively. 


On  the  30th  September  1805 


VESSELS. 

TONKACE. 

erl805  ..«• 

1,067 
1,076 
1,098 

56,755 

1806.-... 

i 

55,545 

1807 

56,902 

Number  qf  Vessels,  xvith  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  8^c.  that  entered  Inwai 
OuTWARps  MI  the  Ports  qf  Ireland,  from  or  to  all  Parts  of  the  World,  in  t 
ending  the  5th  qf  January  1 808. 


^                                     INWAaOS. 

^             ■-     "    " 

UUSB. 

BtlTISU. 

Years  ending  5th  January 
.    -    -    -      1806      .    .    .    • 
.    -    -    -      1807      -    .    .     - 
.    -    -     -      1808      .    .    .     « 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEM. 

6^230 
7,049 
7,231. 

SHIPS. 

TOIfS. 

MCK.     1 

suipy. 

1,976 
1,497 
1,503 

91,890 

10<i,l63 
.107,733 

6,139 
6,687 
6,836, 

580,752 
630,368 
652,946 

33,77i 
36,818 
36,539 

54J 

498 
461 

Years  ending  5  th  January 

•  •    •    •      1806     -    •    -    - 

*  .    .    .      1807      .... 
.     .     .    .      1808      .... 

OUTWAtOS. 

1,172 
1,353 
1.320 

90;  173 
97,162 
97,856 

6,077 
6,754 
6,797 

5,442 
5,888 
6,294 

535,761 
574,688 
615,702 

30,648 
32,441 
34,631 

521 
522 
418 

xliii] 
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>ARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Ireland— AiWic  lExpmdiiure. 


(A.  1 .) — Monies  paid  out  qf  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Year  end\ 
180S,  towards  d^raying  the  Charge  qfthe  Public  Funded  Debt  qf\\ 


Interest,  jec  on  the  Fttnd&d  Debt  of  Ireland 


Annual  Issue  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


£, 


for  Lim  and  Tenna 
of  Yran,  ftc 


ijf .         9.     d. 

3,958,445     1   ll| 
32.996  11     Oj 


3,«91,441   13     OJ 
67,635     8    4 


3,359,077     1     4i 


(A.  2.) — Total  Amount  qf  the  Sums  actuaUy  received  hy  the  Commissioners  fo\ 

qfthe  National  Debt,  m  the  Year  ending  5th  January  1808. 


In  Creit  BrlUin. 


Annual  Issue •••.....••••••••••• •••....•-•.... 

Expired  Annuities  .••..••••.••••-• • 

Appropriation  of  1  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  Loans*  since  1797 


£. 


s.     d. 


498,986  16    8} 


Interest  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed. 


498,286  16     8| 
•150,440     1   104 


.*    mt. 


648,726  18  6| 
305,318  9  7 


954.045  8  Ij 


(BA—Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  wUh  the  Payments  made  m  the  Year  firoi 

1807/0  5th  January  1808. 


There  remained  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  uncbumed  on  <»><t^.?^  J*"^ni?^''  V- ".* 
rOn  ^.200,000— at  5  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  from  28th  March  1807  to  2oth 

Charge  for   j  Dec.  following     1«V"  V"'"r.""*roAZr"* 

faterest     )       .£.2(K),000-at    -    -    -    -    Ditto    -    -    29th  September  1807  to 

I  Ditto    .' • 

De&ict  Interest  unclumed  on  the  5th  January  1808 

Total  Paymenu  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  in'the  Year  to  the  5Ui  January  1 W  ^ 


{Q.y-PaymenU  made  in  the  Year  ending  5th  January  1808,  /or  Purposes  ap} 

Parliament  ijf  Ireland  ftior  to  the  Union,  ifc. 


For  Iwottery  Prizes    ••.••••••• «•• .,..,...•.•. 

Discount  on  Prompt  Payment  of  Loan  Deposits,  fcc • ••• 

Repayment  of  Fines  levied  In  Parishes  for  Deficiencies  in  their  Proportion  of  Men  for 
the  Army  of  Reserve  •••••••••.••..•••••••.. •••..^■. ••>•••• ••••>•• 


▼ot,  Xl.^Jppmii9 


xWi] 


[xlriii 


v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


^k*i 


I.  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of  Ire- 
land, including  Annuities  for  Li^es 
and  Terms  of  Years;  also  1  per 
Cent,  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
Capital  created  hy  Loans  since  1797, 

(A.  1  &  2; 

Tor  Charge  of  Management  thereon  . 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
the  Annual  Issue  of   ..*... 


Whereof  was  applied,  towards  the 
Reduction  of  Uie  National  Debt  .1 

Total  on  Account  of  Interest  •.•.... 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management . . . 

DittOi  on  Account  of  the  Reduction  of 

the  National  Debt 


the 
the 


£. 


t,    d. 


for 


3,858,445    1  Hi 


€7,635     8     4 


3,326,080 
954,045 


10    3) 
8     1} 


2,37^,035 
32,996 


II.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B.>. 

III.  Issues  for  Purposes  ^pointed  by 

Parliament  of  Ireland  prior  to 
Union,  &c.  (C.)  .• -•• 

IV.  Issues  from  Appropriated  Funds 

Local  Purposes  (D.) •».... 

C  Civil  List 

V.   •<  Pensions. 

(  Other  Permanent  Charges*  (£). . 


VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Receipts ;  viz. 
Bounties  ......ri.*.^..--**- ti.. 

Militia,  Army  of  Reserve,  Deserters' 
Wanrants,  &c.  (F  1  &  2.)  ^.. 


Vlf.  Ordnance.  (G.),.... *, 

Vin.  Army. — Ordinary  Service;  viz. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  Vclunte^ 
Cor^s ...^ 

Barracks  .'. : 

Staff  Officers,  and  Oilers  of  Garri- 
sons  ...••• 

Half  Pay  Supernumerary  and  Retired 
Officers 

Officers  Widows 

Royal  Hospital,  Kthnsinham . . . . .  ^ . . 

Public  Offices,  their  DepUtres,  Clerks, 
and  Contingent  Expences,  (H.)... 


Extraordmary  Services. .^;;. ;•...«• 


IX.  Miscellaneous  Services,  (L)  ...••*.* 
Lastly.  Vote  of  Credit,  (K.)      , . . , 


2     2 
II     OJ 


954,045    8    1| 


• 


jB,       s,    d. 


32,996  11     0} 


£, 


t.    <f. 


149,642    3     0 
89,639     6    2J 
188,612  18  ll| 


127,38S    4    H 
76,886    2    2 


2j427,534  14    3 
371^134    d    S 

68,303    5    4i 


a- 


25>7»7    0  ©J 

4,628  15  5^ 

40,315  13  4 

9,466  14  8i 


2,947,170     9    5 
463,52^  ,S    ^ 


^  t  I 


£> 


3,359,077  !  4f 

9,890  8  2 

17,490  5  3 J 

15,110  2  0 


427,894     8    2J 


204,171     6    Si 
519,184    4    6} 


3^1 0,694. 14     7  J 

512,197  14*  2 
90,455    t    5} 


8,56^165  11      ]| 


dttttt 


dh 


Mi)]  PA&L  ACCOUWTS^>ImA»^JMfc  W^wlftMir. 

<F.  2.] — ^motmi  ^  Piymaut  W  tAe  Militia,  Akmt  op  Reiebvb,  Dumi 
4%.  M  fie  Ytar  ended  5lh  Jmrnmy  1808. 

Mimu ; , 

Anny of Reterve  ................................................ ............ 

Deiencn'  Wamnu .■••■. „ 

Fonificaiioii  Compenuiion  ................................................... 

Cwif ■wmoB  le  R«w»b»  C«U*cww  in  htn af  Fe»t  ott  LjcenMi  »..«.. 


(0.)—Mottie»  paid  lo  the  Qfice  qf  OtBVMicz.  iit  tie  Yuv  lo  Ike  Hi  Ji 


PiTtneau  to  the  Ordouce  for  Ote  Cnot  ol  1807  . 


(Ity—ltfonkt  paid  on  Accomt  t^  hit  Mqjanf't  Forcet  in  Iielamd,  in  tit 
Sih  January  1S08. 


Rcgtmmti  of  tlie  Line -..•■■ 

MiUiia 

Volunteer  Corps  ....................  .*>........ 

MiJiury  Huipiult  ................................. 

Royal  Mililarr  Infirniarr  ■ •■ 

Officiating  and  RetireilChapUiu .., 

Bamcki  : ....» 

ttut  (MBWfi  mi  (Metft  of  GMri»MW 

HairPaj,  SapeiDDineiary,  and  Retired  O.licen 

Qffireii' Widowt , 

Riiyal  lloipital,  Rilma.nbam 

Public  Officen,  their  Oeputin,  Clerki,  and  Incidental  bipencci  ., 


1,«6«.J30     0 

881,135     9 

968.073  18 

9,773  1* 

V 

2,033     b 

11 

Eztnordinarj  Service.. 


(L) — PaymeiUt  vt  the  Year  ending  the  Stk  Jatmary  1808,/or  Miscsllane 


Public  OlRcen  for  leveral  Service*  .. 
PnMic ilB^llil  ami  Sdwk  ...... 

MJiBBll— BBU>  Sorfice*. 


»] 


PARL  JiCCQVfnS.-'AmMa^riilfrXffeiiaitm. 


ir^ 


(D.)—Pa/maUs  made  fivm  the  Funds  apfnfiriifledfor  load  Ptafota  w  IbelaNS,  from  the 

5th  Jan.  1807  to  the  SthJm.  1808.. 

■■  W*«<»l——i1—^— ———<—«—  I  I  nil  ■■  — ^— ■■  ■■■■■■II  ■  I  ■ 

Linen  ami  Hempen  Manufacture   ....• .  —  • •— - •••«••• 9|755    4  9 

I«agan  Navigation    ...•••.. •••.,»..«.../i ••••••••.«.«.p«.. ••••»••••«•     1<413     8  ^ 

iJDnniOFing  Dnbfctt «,^&fi     2  2 

Inns  of  Courts 929  10  0 

&(^ai  Exchange  and  Coqameigial  fii»UI4ingt  • • .••..•• •••..••     1»515  17  0 

jff.  15,110     «  0 


(E.)— Pflj^wai/i  w  the  Year  to  the  5th  Jan,  1 808,  under  the  Meverai  Heads  qf  CwU  Lut^ 

PenrionM,  and  other  PtrmMeni  Charget. 


^Rsar  on  the  Civil  list  Qn  the  ^th  J^uary  1807 '  .... , 
Cl^ge  for  Dittoi  for  One  Year  to  25  th  December  1807, 


Df^t  ^fvear  9a  the5tK  Jsaaaxf  1808 


Bfoea  to  the  Curil  Idpt  is  One  Year  to  the  5th  January  1808  • 

PepsipBt .p»4..... 

Other  PermaosAt  Charges ;  viz. 

Public  I|)fi|pmarief  ...•*.. ....v.^  ..*••..•... 

Public  Coal  Yards. » 

Army  Baggage  .,...,.#;,.,..,,,, , 

Police  Establishmeiit^  ,p..^»^»»,... .....J 

Inspector  General  of  Prisons  ...•».....•.•.•.•. 

Transportation  of  Felons...... ............v 

Fees  on  Auditing  Treasury  Accounts  ..•••«  ^..^..^.u..,.. 

Imprest  Ofilce  ..,.. • 

$f prat  Stuvif^  id  dei«ctiqf  Trtaaoft^hle  Caf»8j^mK:ie^ 
Annuities  and  Compensation  Allowances 
Judges  additional  Salaries,  &c. 

Jtoaid  of  Education     ......•• • 

liOttery  Ezpencea      •••• 


•  Ml 


i»S"PI»"""«».«<».«» 


£,      s,      d. 
39^95  15    6i 
145,000    0    0 


184,395  15    4 
34.753  T2    8J 


3,425 

524 

17,418 

15,930 

200 

1,215 

888 

2,600 

7,2ie 

106,457 

30,769 

l^alQ 
•281 

835 


0    0 

18  Uf 

6    9| 


I 
0 
5 


0^* 

2 


13  2| 

0  0 
9 
9 

16  I] 

0  0    I 

17  11 
0  3 


'W  M'  'I' 


4^ 


149,642    3    0 
89,639    $    8(^ 


I88,€12  18  III 


9  <  mmv 


••« 


427,894    8     24 

lb  ^* 


*ww»- 


Amount  of  Bounties  pa^d  ot^  ^^A^  P^lie  Revenue,  in  the  Year  ending  tk 

1908,  kmg  ^Hfmfm*  ^  ^^  Nf^tep^  Qf4Mm9atm  (ffMxp6£^  ^kf^t- 


pfiLiae^ Exported.. «.4.^. ^-,.,...ji^ «,. m---  11,184  0 

Fkhing  Vessels .,.. .;.. .  'T.Qtft  0 

Bark  imported »....•'.....•»... ...p.«»...i.«,.«« 6,111  3 

Iriah  Coals  bionght  CoaatWjjB  to  Public  ,fs^jM*M3 1...  .....>.......... 51  4 

Irish  cured  Fi^h  exported J46  1 

,  IiiishFish  Oileicported .,... 

Fish  idanparted  •.... • .......v....«V»»t»./«»--..*«.^«,.»pv-« 

Corn  exported  -..•'•-.•■•#..^*,..».#....,.«.»«.^*p..«...««.r'r'f »«••*••  »•-»•-»• 

ToDistUiers ......,^,^,  101,121  2 

9,p\rit  Rgfailprg ,.,.,..,, .....i^^, ...... ".--.- ••••.•••••.•II..  224  0 


10 
0 

0 

56  19    J^ 

1,196    6    6 

166    5    a 

8 


if.  127,285    4    1| 


«^ 


mi^^mm 


Mil]  PAKL  MiCOVin&-^UM:ua»^rUUk  tifffntamr. 

(F.  2.) — Amount  rf  Piymmu  t9  the  Militia,  Armt  of  Resertb^  Deseiii 

4t?.  m  Ae  Tear  endti  5tk  Jmamay  1808. 


Mintia , 

Army  of  Resenre  ••• •• •• • 

Desenen'  Wananti •••«•• ...•«•..•*..«.,. « 

Fonification  Compensation • •• • 

ComfntatKHi  le  Re¥eBw>  CrtkcKw  in  U«t  oi  rcc*  on  Licencca  ••*••••«.•••„• 


I.. mn  tri  M'lu  .lAi— a. 


(G.) — Mcmetpaid  to  the  Qfice  qf  Ordnamci,  in  the  Year  to  the  Sth  Ji 


■hA*rfh*M^ab^^k*>tt*K^h**^i^h^^B^i^^k^ 


PaymenU  to  the  Ordnance  for  the  Giant  of  1807 


pi^y—MoMa  paid  on  Account  qf  kit  Mqfatfs  Forces  in  IntLKSD,  in  tht 

5th  January  1808. 

RegiroenUoftheUne..,. « ^•««.*»«« l»26d»530    0  0| 

MiUua 881,835    9  0 

Volunteer  Corps  ...«• •••  • •..•...•«.•     268;U73  12  6 

Military  Hospitals 9,77314  9\ 

Royal Mibtary Infirn^ary ...•• 3^8  11     ^ 

Officiatmg  and  Retifed  Qiaptaina • ••••••—..»...         2,033    fa  11^ 


Baivacks  v....^ #««••••••••••••••••••.... 

vcmk  %^^ttCeTO flMiM  v^Bcevs  Off  vaflfisons  .... ....  •••*....  .....••• 

Half  Pay.  Supernumerary,  and  Retired  Oilicen ^.. 

Officers' Widows ^ < 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilroa.nham ...••.. 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies,  Clerks,  and  Incidental  Ezpences 


£xtraordioary  Service .»• • •• ••.••.••.•..... 

£. 


(L) — Pcgfments  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Janmary  1808, /or  MiscellaN£ 

A         Ml      »!■■■«  ...  .^11  I  ■  ■■■  ■i-..^iPi. 


Public  Officers  for  several  Services •••.•• , 

PoUicHoBfitabaMlSeboek  .^^ ^».«««^ «».«.••.. 

tfiso6ttweoiisScrviGe&..# •..••.. .^..^^.......p....... 

PUbficBoaNt...,.^.. ^ „ «.., 

fioBlnksidnera  for  Paving,  Jic.  ijhc  Sdeeis  of  Dublin ,•. 

Improving  the  Harbour  on  the  North  Side  o»  (he  MiU  of  Uowikp  near  Dublin 
Inland  Navigations , 


(lL)--Amount  (fPoymMtftom  Hie  Vote  <2f  Ceedit  in  the  Tear  ending  5 


AiHotut  of  Paymenu  fimn  the  Vote  of  Credit 


IvJ 


PABL.  ACCOUNTS.— IuuMO.—iVtUic  Rmded  Dtbt. 


[Wi 


VI.    PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Dsbt^  oi  the  tame  Uood  onthe  5tk  Jatuiary  1808. 


Somsnuied .••••. 

Payablb  in  Dublin: 

X,3,  lOx.  per  Cent,  per  Annam 

^.4  per  Cent  per  Annum   .•.•••••. 

ij^.  5  per  Cent,  per  Annum ^ ..•-. 

Payable  in  London  : 

JB.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum 

JB.  3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities    

«&3  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities 

«sf.3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities,  from  5th  January  1808  . 

XA  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities 

-  JS.  5  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Navy  Annuities    

Annual  Interest •-•••> 

Annuities  on  Lives  or  Terms  of  Tears ••..••• 

Charge  of  JManagement 

Annuai.  Cha&ob  fob  RtDucTioN  OF  National  D«bt:. 
Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  IIL  for  JLedemption  jaf  Debt  then 

existing .^.••^•.••••.  .••» 

By  Acts  providing  1  per  Cenu  for  Redemption  Af  Dehts.crcate^ 

since  1797 

Total  of  Annual  Expences  ...^. .••.•••«•••«•.•••.•••••. ...••• 


Total  Principal  of  Funded  Debt,  on  the  5th  January  1808  ,«.,, 


Britith  Curreacr. 


49,618.318 


16    3 


1,900,000 

30,099,625 

16,028,750 

13y,250 

300,000 

572,000 

2,434,845 

317,626 

31,788 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0 

0 

5 

14 


0 
0 
4 

2 


a  ^8i 


69,885    9..  4. 


655^847 
.  3,409,992 


4    0 
(3    3| 


Iriib  Corrtecy. 


£. 


5,668,472. 17  1 

227,600    0  0 

11,625,450  U  S 

2,058,333    6  8 

32,607,927     J  8 

17,364,479     3  4 

150,854    3  4 

325,000     0  0 

619,666  13  4 


70,6^7,783  16    8 


An  Account  of  the  Progress  made  in  the  Reduction  qfthe  Public  Funded  Debt  <2f  Ir£land> 

to  the  5th  qfJanuofy  1808. 


«£.        ».    d. 

Stock  redeemed  by  Sinking  Fund 2,492,288    7    7 

Total  Sums  Paid ..' 2,090,664  12    8{ 

Sums  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt. 

Annual  Income  of  Loans 206,222  II     I 

Annuallntereston  Stock  Redeemed... ..I.. ....••     113,212  18    3 

At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  <£.lOO,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  then  existing 

Debts; — <£. 32,364. -11«.  8d.  of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  Money  borrowed  for 

Iceland,  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1797;  and  .£.67,635.  8#.  '4<^  with  «£. 2,250 

per  Annum  expired  Annuities  which  fell  in  afterwards,  to  Remainder  of  the  Debt  due  by  Ireland^ 

.prior  to  the  year  1 797,  without  any  Reference  to  the  Amount. 

.  The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  not  included  in  the  above 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  be  pro- 
cured from  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  National  Debt  of  England. 


I    .  ■    y 
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VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


^  A, 


An  Account  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  OvtsYanding  on 

January  1808. 


Loan  DiBtwTu&Bt;  • 

Residue  o'  Debentures  bearing  4  per  Cent.  Interest  to  the  Year  1788, 
IKuvided  for  by  27  and  28  Geo.  lU.  but  not  claimed  by  the  Pro- 
prietors; vz 

OldLoan - 975    0    ( 

Loan  by  Lotiery  1780  .' 1,290    0    t 

Loanby  Lottery  1781 730    0    C 

ExcMEQuxK.  Bills: 

Outstanding  Exchequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  several  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors : 
Payable  24  June  1783 ^ 

-  -    -    -Ditto  1790 

-  -    -     -Ditto  1791 

-  -     -    -Dittol795 

-  -    -    -  Ditto  1801 

-  -    -     -Dittol803 


8  6  8 

50  0  0 

100  0  0 

300  0  0 

50  0*  0 

150  0  0 


Exchequer  Bilts  not  in  course  of  Payment  till  after  the  5th  January 
1808,  pan  of  .£.1,000.000  by  47  Geo.  III.   c.  10.— 

Payable  on  or  before  28  Masch  1808    200,000    0    0 

29  September  1808 ." 200,000    0    0 

LoTTiKY  Prizes: 
Outstanding  Lottery  Prizes  of  the  several  Lotteries  from  1782.to  1801    ••. ...... 


Total. 


(a)  Provision  has  been  made  for  these  Stuns  by  several  Acu  of  Parliament. 

(b)  To  be  provided  for. 


VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  shaving  haw  the  MonieSi  granted  for  the  Service  qf  the  Year  1 

disposed  qf;  so  far  as  relates  to  Ireland. 


SERVICES. 


FORCES. 
Army,  with  Garrisons    and  their  Incidents 

(1,078,3G2.  7.  5.  British,  part  of  4,051,623. 

0.6.  Br.) 

Foreign  Corps  (243,792.  2.  6.  Br.   part  of 

832,540. 19.  9.  Br.) 

Allowance  to  Non-commiuioned  Officers  and 

Private  men  of  the  Regulars,  for  small  beer, 

and  while  on  a  march  (69,428.  11.  1 1).  Br. 

part  of  467,273.  3.  II.  Br.).....- 

Recraitingand  Contingencies  (124,481.  15. 

3.  Br.  part  of  271^249. 0. 10.  Br.}.. 


>••■••■•• 


SUMS  Cnntcd. 


£. 


#.    a. 


1,168,225  18     1 
264^108    2    8) 

75,214    6    d| 
134,855    4  10| 


SUMS  raid. 


j£»        t,     d. 


1,268,528  14  lOi 


Ux] 
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[Ix 


StfMS  Granttd. 


Militia, /Pa7,  &c.  (849,081.  7.  V.  Br.  part  of 

AUowaocc  to  Non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Privaee  men  for  small  beer,  and  while  on  a 
march,  (57,844.  11.  ]1|.  Br.  a  further  part 
of  467,273.  3.  11.  Br.)--. 

Contingencies  (29,153.  17.  U.  Br.  part  of 
(62,133.  17.  O.Br.) 


■  •  ■  ■  •  •  4*  ■  m 


Volunteer  Corps,  (830,3<n.  4.  8.  Br.  part  of 
l,47U,30i.  4.  o.  Br.^  ■■■■••■•••«••••  «tf ■• 

General  and  Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  the 
Hospitals,  serving  with  the  Forces  (57,594. 
14.  0.  Br.  part  M  190,5^.  17.  6.  Br.) 

Full-pay  to  SuperHioRierarf  Oiicersi>f  His  Ma- 
jesty's Forces,  (l,0«9.  19.  5.  part  of  34,41 8. 
n.O.«r.) , 

The  principal  Officers  of  several  public  De- 
partments, their  Deputies,  Clerks,  and  Con- 
tingent Expences  (8,897.  6.  6.  Br.  part  of 

Half- Pay  to  Reduced  Officers  of  his  Majesty'^ 
Land  Forces,  (26.982.  1.  9.  Br.  part  of 
186,982.  1.  9.  Br.)...- 

Military  Allowan^ces  to  Reduced  Officers  of 
His  Majesty's  Lan^  Forces  (533.  1.  2.  Br. 
part  of  5,530.  1.  2.  Br.) 

In  and  Out  Pensioners  of  the  Royal  Hospital 
near  Kfimainham,  and  Expences  of  said 
Hospital  (46,1/77.  9.  4.  Br.  part  of  406,383. 
7.5.  Br.)  

pensions  to  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  Land 
forces,  and  expences  attending  the  same 
(6,000  0.  0.  Br.  part  of  43,258.  7.  6.  Br.). 

GeneriiliospiUl  £x]»eiices  of  IKs  Ma^^ty's 
Forces  m  Ireland,  including  Medicaments, 
f0r  Oeiwral  and  Regimental  Hospitahs  and 
^leCiiargeof  the  Royal  Military  Infirmary, 
Dublin,  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers 
(18,461^10. 10.  Br.)>  •••••«*#.•••  .^.r*.^* 

Retired  and  Officiating  Chaplains  of  Uis  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  (3,208.  15.  11.  Br.  part  of 
18,208.15.  11.  Br.) 

Biarrack  Department  in  Ireland  (46^,450.  12. 
6.  Br.) 

Extraordinary  Services  of  the  Aniiy  in  Irefauid 
(600,000.  0.  0.  Br.) 

Orbnance: 

Office  of  Ordnance  in  Irelandf  for  the  Yeai 
'     1807  (479,246.  19. 7.  Br.) - 

Pt7«Lfc  OFFrciis  for  several  Sirvrcts : 

S.  Mo«re,  e^.  Ace.  Gem  far  IH«extraordinttpy 
trouble  and  Expence  in  preparing  and  stat- 
ing the  Public  Accounts  of  Ireland^  laid 
before  Parliament,  in  1807 

J.  Smart,  esq.  Dep.  Ace.  Gen.  for  his  extra- 
ordinary trouble)  in  preparing  the  Public 
Accounts  of  Irdland,  for  the  year  ending 
5th  Jan.  1807 

P«  Le  Bas,  esq.  Examinator  of  Corn  Bounties, 
for  his  trouble  in  keeping  tl\e  Accounts  of 
said  Office 

R.  Marshall,  esq.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Imports 
and  Exports,  for  his  expence  and  tronble  in 
preparing  the  Accounu  of  the  Imports*  aad 
£i^it»9f'Ir«laild»  fof  Padiaoieoty  Ibr'one 
yeareDdifig5tbXaa«I80T .••••^....f 


£.       s.    d. 
919,93%    3    3 


6«,d64  19    7| 
24,000    0    0 


atim^tmi^tim^ 


8(T«$  Md. 


899,493    0    0 

62,394    5    2 

1,115  16     1 

9,638  15    4| 

•i 

29,230  It  11 
577    9    7 

50,892    5    IJ 
6,500    0    0 


2(MM    0    a 

3,476    a  11 
508,571  10    2i 
650,000    O    0 


519,184    4    61 


J£,        «.    eL 


640    0    0 
5M0    0    0 

800  a  (^ 


850    0    d 


86t,a35    9  0 

808,07^  18  S 

68;3Qi4  10  7 

986  12  6 

9,466  14  ni 

2«,488    4  6 
318    9 


■EMAINS. 


JS,        «•    (L 


I(^ 


40,315  13    4| 
4,6d8  15    5J 


124,667  13  10} 

631,419    7  6 

89  14  7 

129    3  1 

t 

172    0  ^ 

4,748    T  5 

859    0  8} 

f  0,576  II  8 J 

1>871    4  €i 


13,06ir    5    8}  5,937  14    3 


2,033  6  Hi 

371,134  0  3 

463,5^  5  21 

519,184  4  6i 


340    0    d 

240    0    d 
800    d    0 


1,442  16  m 
137,437  9  llj 
186,475  14    9} 


850    0    0 
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Hugh  B.  Hantenville,  esq.  First  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Imports 
and  Exports  in .  Ireland,  for  his  extiaordi- 
nary  trouble  in  preparing  Accounts  for  Par- 
liament.  .•*.•».••.•.•••••, 

Ceo.  Hatton,  esq.  Examinator  of  Excise,  for 
his  extraordinary  trouble  and  expeace  in 
preparing  Accounts  for  Parliament 

Sain.  Hood,  esq.  Assistant  Examinator  ^f  Ex- 
cise, for  his  extraordinary  trouble  iu  pre- 
paring Accounts  fof  Parliament ...» 

Tho.  Haffield,  esq.  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  his  e^raor- 
dinary  trouble  in  preparing  Accounts  for 
Psarliament 


MtscKLLAMxons  Si&vicis,  from  5tb  Jan. 
1807  to  Mh  Jan.  1808. 


Expence  of  Civil  Buildings ,. ... 

Expencc  of  Printing  and  Bindiog  250  copiei 
of  the  Acts  of  thr  47th  of  bia  present  Mai> 
jeity 

Expence  of  publiikNog  Proclamationt  and 
Advertisements  i«  the  Dublin  Gazette*  and 
other  Newspaper!  •• ••...•...•.. 

Charge  of  Printing,  Stationary,  and  other 
Disbursements  oif  the  Chief  and  Under 
Secretaries  Officfs  and  Apartment*,  and 
other  Public  Offices,  in  Dublin  Castle,  Sec. 
and  for  the  Riding  charges  and  other  ex- 
pences  of  the  Deputy  Punuivants  and  e;ttrj^ 
Messengers  attending  said  Offices 

Expence  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  other 
Law  Expences  of  Government    

Expence  of  apprehending  Public  Offenders  in 
Ireland p...^......^,...,.,..^ 

Support  of  the  Nonrconformlng  Ministers  in 
Ireland •....« *. r--» 

Expence  of  Pratique,  in  the  Port  of  Dublin  . . 

Expenditure  at  His  Majesty's  Gold  Mine  at 
Croaghan,  in  the  County  of  Wicklow  ..  •• 

Charge  of  Incident!  ()f  tbe  Tceasury  in  Ire.> 
land,   • ,p 

Charge  for  Clothing  Bis  Majesty's  Heralds. 
Pursuivanis  at  Arms,  and  State  Trumpeters, 
for  3  years,  from  th^  17th  March  1807  .... 

Charge  of  Clothing  the  Battle-Axe  Guards, 
for  18  months,  commencing  1st  June  1807 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  msdte  some  allow- 
ance  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  Fees,  Gratuities,  Perqui- 
sites, and  Emolument!  received  in  certain 
Public  Offices  in  IreUnd  (22,50i)  British)  . 

Expence  attending  the  several  Commissions 
tor  taking  and  receiving  Evidence  in  Peti 
tions  against  Returns  to  Parliament,  in  the 
Year  1807    

Salaries  of  the  Commissioners  for  granting 
X.oiteryLicences,iheir  Secretary  and  Clerks, 

•  andiheCompiroUer  and  Inspector  of  Lottery 
Offices  in  Ireland,  for  (wo  years  to  84  Tune 
1807,  and  for  paying  the  Salaries  of  the 
Commissioners  for  certifying  Outstanding 
Lottery  Prizes,  for  22  Months  coding  84 
June  1807  -•. 

BfBcfi9D  and  Completion  of  a  Pier  in  Ptin- 
dBim  Bay  on  the  Coftst  of  the  Covnty  of 
^^Vv'  •••••■•■•■•t ■••«••  •■■««>■•■•■•■ 


auitt  Cranlcd. 


800  0  0 

800  Q  0 

150  0  0 

800  0  Q 


83,000    0    0 

1,800    Q    Q 

10^00    0    0 


81,808    0  0 

85,000    0  0 

8,500    0  0 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  10  8 

600    0  0 

6,000    0  0 

1,086    0  0 

740    0  0 


84,375    0    0 


3,408    0    0 


6,330  0  a 


7,77!  16    0 


SUMS  Pal4. 


800  0  0 

800  0  0 

.150  0  0 

800  0  0 


8d>oae  0  0 

1,058  16  Ui 

IC^5Q0    Q    0 


81,808    0  0 

85,000    0  0 

1,985  17  51 

9,489  18  0 

1,047  10  8 

600    0  0 

6,000    0  0 

1,086    0  0 

740    0  6 


84,875    0    0 


3,408    0    0 


6,898    4    1 


7,771  16    0 
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Public  Boa&ds,  from  5th  Jan.  1807,  to 
5th  Jan.  1806. 

The  Tnitteei  of  the  Linen  and  Hempen  Ma- 
nufacturet,  for  one  year  to  the  5th  January 
1807 

The  Board  of  First  Fruits ;  for  building  new 
Churches,  and  re-building  old  Churches, 
in  such  Parishes  as  no  Public  Service  has 
been  performed  in  for  SO  years  past,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  building  Glebe 
Houses.^ 

The  Dublin  Society,  for  promoting  Husbandry 
and  other  useful  Arts  in  Ireland,  £,  2,000. 
whereof  to  be  applied  in  Aid  of  the  Funds 
of  the  Institution  at  Cork,  for  the  Applica- 
tion  of  Science  to  the  common  Purposes  of 
Life,  and  the  remaining  ^.10,000  for  com 
pleting  additional  Buildings,4upportiog  the 
Botanic  Gardens,  promoting  Husbandry  and 
useful 'Arts,  and  the  other  objects  of  said 
society '. 

Expence  of  .the  Farming  Society  of  Ireland  . . 

F&ving,  Cleansing,  and  Lighting  the  Streets 
of  Dublin 

Commissioners  for  making  wide  and  conve- 
nient Streets  in  Dublin.... 


•VMSOnvlcd. 


Public  Hospitals  and  Schools  from  ^th 
Jan.  1807,  to  5th  Jan.  1808. 

Charge  of  the  incorporated  Society  in  Dublin, 
for  jMTomiting  English  Protestant  Schools  in 
Ireland 

Expence  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  Dublin 

Charge  of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society  in 
Dublin ». b 

Expence  of  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers 
ChUdren 

Charge  of  the  Female  Orphan  House  near 
Dublin ......•••^•.. 

Expences  incurred  by  the  Association  for  dis 
countenancing  Vice,  and  promoting  the 
Knowledge  and  Practice  6f  the  Christian 
Religion.... ••••.••........ 

Towards  supporting  the  Westmorland  Lock 
Hospital  in  Dublin 

Towards  the  Charge  of  supporting  the  House 
of  Industry  and  Penitentiary  in  Dublin...  . 

Expence  of  maintaining  80  Patients  in, the 
House  of  Recovery  and  Fever  Hospital  in 
Cork  Street  Dublin   .'. 

Charge  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin.... 

Charge  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 

Charge  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in 
\      Ireland 

Towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  Dr.  Ste- 
vens's Hospital •• 

Expence  of  building  the  intended  Hall  for  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland  .... 

For  finishing  Sir  Patrick  Dunn's  Hospital,  and 
defraying  the  Expence  of  a  temporary  Esta 
bUshment  and  maintenance  of  Patients.... 

To  the  Commissionen  for  paving  the  Streets 
of  Dublin...^ •...•....•.'.. 


£. 


£. 


d. 


91,fi00    0    0 


5,000    0'  0 


18,000  0  0 

5,000  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

4,500  0  0 


23,270    0 
22,500    0 


1,609 

11,626 

1,306 

1,262 
7,957 


0 
0 
0 

0 
0 


25,997  0 

3,092  0 

2,533  0 

400  0 

13,000  0 

503  0 

9,517  0 


SUMSrtilL 


0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

Q 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


6,204    0    0 
137,000    0    0 


5,883,833    0  11 


£. 


#. 


21,600    0    0 


5,000    0    0 


12,000    0  0 

5,000    0  0 

10,000    0  0 

4,500  .  0  0 


23,270 
22,500 


0 
0 


3.092     0 
2,533     0 


9,517 

6,204 

137,000 


BKMAINS. 


0 
0 


1,609  0  0 

11,626  0  0 

1,306  0  0 

1,262  0  0 

7,957  0  0 

25,997  0  0 


0 
0 


400    0    0 

13,000    0    0 

503    0    0 


0  0 
0  0 
0    0 


4^402,978  .  1  10 


£. 


t.     d. 


END  OF  THE  FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1808. 


1,480,854  19     1 

OBBSSSBBBaVBi 
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•'Exemptiam/rom  Property 


An  Account  qf  aU  Exemptions  granted  to  Foreigners,  m  respect  qf  the  !> 
DENDs  til  the  variqut  Funds  qf  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  Dividends  of 
and  South  Sea  Companies,  under  the  Property  Tax,  Jot  the  year  ending  5t 


Exemptions  on  Dividends,  payable  on  the  5th  July  180V. 


9-per-Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities 

East  India  Stork 

South  Sea  Stock  ...., 

Kew  South  Sea  Annuities 

5-per-Cent.  Navy  Annuities 

Irish  Tontine  ••. ., 

South  Sea  Annuities  1*751 

3-per-Cent.  Annuities  172^  

3 -per- Cent.  Imperial  Annuities  .... 

Ei^chequer  Annuities • 

Imperial  Annuitiet  ••.•••••• • 


PRINCIPAU 


1,987,705 

4()8J65 

1,J58.329 

528,26a 

8S0.640 

8,020 

165,419 

87,241 

76,176 

2,057 

1,168 


t.    d. 


1 
13 

1 
14 
13 
12 
12 
12 
19 
10 

9 


1 

10 

3 

11 

1 

4 

5 

10 

0 

0 

0 


DITIDKNO. 


£. 

179,805 

24,578 

20,270 

7,923 

5,511 

4,010 

8,481 

1,306 

1,142 

1,028 

576 


i.    d 

4  10 

5  3 
18  1 
12    6 


9 

6 

5 

12 

13 

15 

1 


5 
2 
7 
2 
0 
0 
6 


248,637  17    6 


ExemptioDi  oo  Dividends,  payable  on 


S-»pcr-Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities 

East  lodia  Stock 

South  Sea  Stock 

^ew  South  Sea  Annuities 

5-per-Cent.  Navy  Annuities 

South  Sea  Annuities,  175 1   ......•..•••• 

3-per-Cent.  Annuities,  1726 

3  •  per-Cent.  Imperial  Annuities   

Imperial  Annuities 

Irish  Tontine 

Exchequer  Annuities • 


11,210,757 

19 

436,608 

11 

l,lll»928 

12 

513,803 

!> 

185,521 

15 

155,768 

4 

82,825 

13 

74,078 

Jl 

1,237 

2 

835 

17 

19 

0 

the 

5th  January  1808 : 

0 

168,160  15  9 

0 

22,921  18  0 

4 

19,458  18  11 

6 

7,706  18  8 

11 

4,637  18  7 

0 

8.336  9  11 

1 

1,842  7  5 

9 

1,111  3  6 

0 

618  11  0 

6 

117  13  9 

0 

9  10  0 

228,321  19  6 

Exemptions  on  Dividends,  payable  on  10th  October  1807 : 


t per-Cent*  Reduced  Annuities 
per-CenL  Annuities .......•., 

Old  South  Sea  Annuities , 

Long  Annuities 

Short  Annuities 

Irish  5-per-Cent.  Annuities. •.» 
5»per^Cent.  Annuities,  1797  .... 

Irish  Aanuicies ...••....., 

Exchequer  Aoouities  ••••••  —  •• 


8,193,280 

9 

821.314  11 

518,949 

8 

6,174 

8 

4,631 

19 

61,200 

0 

35,056 

4 

330 

18 

4  15 

3 

10 

10 

6 

5 

0 

3 

10 

0 


32,898  15  8 

16,426  3  6 

7,694  3  3 

3,087  0  11 

8,315  19  8 

1,530  0  0 

876  9  6 

165  10  5 

8  7  6 

64,996  10  5 

Exemptions  on  Dividends,  payible  on  5th  April  1808 : 


8-per-Cent.  Reduced  Annuities.. 
^pCT'Cent.  Annuities  ...••.... 

Old  South  Sea  Annuities 

Long  Annuilies.  ..•.•..,. 

Irish  5-per.Cent.  Annuities 

Sboit  Annuities. •••......, 

5 -per-Cent.  Annuities,  1797  .... 

Irish  Annuities ••••.•...• 

Exchequer  Annuities  •••• 


2,083,599    7  0 

724,011  17  8 

495,207    5  8 

4^38  25  7 

50,170    0  0 

3,968  11  4 

33,084  14  11 

331     0  8 


30,353  15  8 

14,479  13  3 

7,487  19  9 

8,466    7  6 

1,254    5  0 

990  12  10 

827     1  5 

165  10  4 


57,965    5    9 


Total  Amount  of  Exemptions  on  Dividends  in  each  Quaiter^ 

£. 

icfa  Jolj 1807 84,861 

5ch  January....     1808 88,830 

10th  October....  1807 6,498 

5th  April 1808 5,795 
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LIST    OF    PUBLIC    ACTS, 

Passed  in  the  Second  Session  qf  the  Fourth  Parliament  qf  the  United  Kingdom  qf  Greets 

Britain  and  Irekmd.^~^Sth  qf  George  IIL 


Cap.  i.  An  act  for  regulating  the  issuing  and 
paying  off  of  Exchequer  Bills. 

52.  An  act  for  continuing  to  his  majesty  certain 
duties  on  Malt,  Sugar,  Tohacco,  and  Snuff, 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  on  Pensions  and  Of- 
fices in  England ;  and  for  repealing  so  much 
of  certain  acts  as  relate  to  certain  duties  of 
Sixpence  and  One  Shilling  respectively  on 
Offices  and  Pensions;  and  for  regran ting  the 
said  duties  of  Sixpence  and  One  Shilling  re- 
spectively, and  the  said  other  duties,  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1808. 

S,  An  act 'for  empowering  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  advance 
the  sum  of  Three  Millions,  towards  the  Sup- 
ply for  the  ser\ice  of  the  year  1808. 

4.  An  act  to  authorize  the  advancing,  for  the 
public  service,   upon  certain  conditions,  a 

Sroportion  of  the  Balance  remaining  in  the 
lajik  of  England  for  payment  of  Unclaimed 
Dividends,  Annuities,  and  Lottery  Prizes; 
and  for  regulating  the  allowances  to  be  paid 
for  thfe  management  of  the  National  Debt. 

5.  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  made  in  the 
47th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, 

*  An  act  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an 

*  act  of  the  36th  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
'  for  the  further  Support  and  Maintenance 
'  of  Curates  within  the  Church  of  England, 

*  and  for  other  purposes  in  the  said  act  men- 

*  tioned,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  avoidance 
'  of  benefices  by   the   incumbents  thereof 

*  having  accepted  augmented  curacies.' 

6.  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  end  of  this 
session  of  parliament,  several  acts  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  his 
majesty  and  the  united  states  of  America. 

7.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 
by  exchequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  1808.    - 

8.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  of  the  25th  year 
of  his  present  majesty,  for  better  regulating 
the  oflfice  of  the  Treasurer  of  his  majesty's 
Navy. 

9.  An  act  for  abolishing  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  Subsidies  and  Petty  Customs  in  the  port 
of  London. 

10.  An  act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  act,  made 
in  the,  46th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 
granting  certain  duties  on  Spirits  made  in 
Scotland,  as  relates  to  delivering  up  the  li- 


cences granted  for  distilling  spirits  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  for  better  pre- 
venting Private  Distillation. 

11  An  act  for  permitting  the -Importation  of 
Goods  from  the  Portuguese  territories  on 
tlie  continent  of  South  America,  in  Portu- 
guese ships. 

13.  An  act  to  amend  and  continue,  until  the 
25th  of  March  1809,  so  much  of  au  act  of 
the  47th  year  of  his  present  majesty  as  al- 
lows certain  Bounties  on  British  Plantation 
Raw  Sugar  exported. 

13.  An  act  for  settling  and  securing  a  certain 
Annuity  on  viscount  Lake,  and  the  two  next 
persons  to  whom  the  title  of  visceunt  Lake 
shall  descend,  in  consideration  of  the  emi- 
nent services  of  the  late  peneial  vise.  Lake. 

14.  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  his  majesty's 
Royal  Marine  Forces  while  on  shore. 

15.  An  act  fur  punishing  M<utiny  and  Deser^ 
tion ;  and  for  the  better  payment  of  the 
Army  and  their  Quarters. 

16.  An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  the 
25th  of  March  1809,  certain  Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  Sugar  ^from 
Great  Britain  ;  and  for  suspending  the  coun- 
tervailing duties  and  bounties  on  Sugar  when 
the  duties  imposed  by  an  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament  shall  be  suspended. 

17.  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  25th  of 
March  J809)  certain  acts  for  regulating  the 
Drawbacks  and  Bounties  on  the- exportation 
of  Sugar  from  Ireland,  and  allowing  British 
Plantation  Sugar  to  be  warehoused  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  for  warehousing  in  Ireland  Rum 
or  Spirits  of  the  British  sugar  plantations. 

18.  An  act  for  amending  and  farther  conti- 
nuing an  act  made  in  the  38th  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  regulating  the  payment 
of  the  duties  on  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Nutmegs, 
and  Mace. 

19.  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  25th  of 
March  1810,  an  act  made  in  the  46th  year 
of  his  present'  majesty,  for  permitting  the 
importation  of  Masts,  Yards,  Bowsprits,  and 
Timber,  for  naval  purposes,  fiom  the  British 
colonies  in  North  America,  duty  free. 

20.  Au  act  to  contiuue,  until  the  25tb  of 
March  1810,  several  laws  relating  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  Greenland  Whale 
Fisheries;  to  the  admission  to  entry  in  Great 
Britain  of  Oil  and  Blubber  of  Newfoundland 
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taken  by  his  majesty's  subjects  carrring  on 
the  fishery  from  and  residing  in  the  said 
isUnd ;  and  to  the  allowing  the  importation 
of  Pish  from  Newfoundland  and  the  coast  of 
Labrador. 

51.  An  act  to  empower  the  Commissioners 
appointed  for  distributing  the  money  paid 
by  the  united  states  of  America,  to  with- 
draw the  same  from  the  Bank,  and  invest  it 
in  exchequer  bills. 

52.  An  act  for  making  perpetual  several  laws 
relating  to  permitting  the  exportation  of  To- 
bacco ripe  Clay  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
British  Sugar  colonies  in  the  West  Indies; 
the  importation  of  Salt  from  Europe  into 
Quebec  in  America;  and  the  prohibiting  of 
foreign-wrought  Silks  and  Velvets. 

93.  An  act  to  continue  several  laws  relating 
to  the  granting  a  Bounty  on  the  importation 
into  Great  Britain  of  Hemp,  and  rough  and 
undressed  Flax,  from  his  majesty's  colonies 
in  America ;  and  to  the  more  efl^ctually  en» 
couraging  the  manufacture  of  Flax  and  Cot- 
ton in  Great  Britain  until  the  25th  of  March 
1810;  and  for  granting  a  Bounty  upon  cer- 
tain species  of  British  and  Irish  Linens  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  and  taking  off 
the  duties  on  importation  into  Great  Britain 
of  foreign  Raw  Linen  Yarns  made  of  Flax, 
until  the  S5th  of  March  181 1. 

94.  An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  an  act  made  in  the  4-ith 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  permitting 
the  importation  into  Great  Britain,  of  Hides 
and  other  articles  in  foreign  ships. 

25.  An  act  for  further  continuing  until  the 
95th  of  July  1809,  an  act  made  in  the  SSd 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  rendering  the 
payment  of  Creditors  more  equal  and  expe- 
ditious in  Scotland. 

86.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty,  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament. 
Duties  of  Customs  on  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  therein  enumerated,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  provisions  of  certain  Orders 
in  Council. 

27i  An  act  to  continue  until  the  25tb  of 
March  1809,  an  act  of  the  41st  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation from  Irelan<l«  and  for  permitting  the 
importation  into  Ireland,  duty  free,  of  Corn 
and  other  Provisions. 

98.  An  act  for  granting  to  bis  majesty,  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
certain  Duties  on  the  exportation  from  Ire- 
land of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  there- 
in enumerated. 

99.  All  act  to  prohibit,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  sesMoo  of  parliament,  the  exporuuion 
of  Jesuits  Bark  and  Cotton  Wool  from  Ire- 
land. 

90.   An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  in  the  d3d  year  of^  his 
^nt  majesty,  for  regulating  the  Trade  of 
'  to  and  from  th«  East  Indies. 


31.  An  act  to  extend  the  provi 
made  in  the  45th  year  of  1 
jesty's  reign,  for  preventing  i 
ing  of  certain  Silver  Tokens  t 
Tokens  which  may  be  issued  I 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
promote  the  circulation  of 
mentioned  tokens* 

39.  An  act  to  permit  certain  G 
into  Ireland  to  be  warehous 
without  the  duties  due  on  t 
thereof  being  first  paid. 

33.  An  act  to  prohibit,  until  I 
next  session  of  parliament,  t 
of  Jesuits  Bark  from  Great  B 

34.  An  act  to  prohibit,  until  tl 
next  session  of  parliament,  t 
of  Cotton  Wool,  from  Great 

35.  An  act  for  imposing,  until 
next  session  of  parliament,  a  < 
Wool,  the  growth  of  the  Bi 
exported  from  Great  Britain. 

36.  An  act  for  further  contiui 
24th  of  June  1809,  an  act  of 
of  his  present  majesty,  foi 
amending  several  laws  relatin 
of  Excise  upon  Malt. 

37.  An  act  for  making  valid  cei 
Council,  and  Warrants  of  the  < 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  en 
housing  of  certain  goods  impi 
tral  Vesseb,  and  for  iodemi 
sons  concerned  therein ;  for  t 
Forfeitures  in  certain  cases ; 
bling  his  majesty  to  allow,  du 
nuance  of  hostilities,  and  un 
after  the  commencement  of  tl 
of  parliament,  the  im porta 
from  countries  from  which  th< 
excluded,  in  any  vessels  what< 

38.  An  act  for  granting  Annu 
certain  exchequer  bills. 

39.  An  act  for  increasing  the  ra 
ence  to  be  paid  to  ion-keepers 
quartering  Soldiers. 

40.  An  act  to  mdemnify  such 
United  Kingdom  as  have  omi 
themselves  for  Offices  and  1 
and  for  extending  the  times  lit 
purposes  respectively,  until 
March  1809,  and  to  permit  si 
Great  Britain  as  have  omitto< 
file  affidavits  of  the  execution 
of  Clerks  to  attornies  and  solic 
and  file  the  same  on  or  before 
Hilary  term  1809. 

41.  An  act  to  repeal  certain  di' 
in  Ireland,  and  to  grant  certu 
ties  in  lieu  thereof;  and  also 
Stamp  Duties  ;  and  lo  amend 
lating  to  the  Stamp  Duties  in 

42.  An   act  to   grant  to   his  m 
duties  and   taxes  in  Ireland, 
CairiageSy  Dogs,  Fire  UeattliH, 
Servunts,  and  Windows,   in 


duties    and 
articles. 


taxes,  m   rc*«pe<. 
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43.  An  act  to  suspend  until  the  11th  of  June) 
1808,  the  payments  on  all  Drawbacks  on 
Spirits  made  or  distilled  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  and  exported  from  either  country  to 
the  other  respectively. 

44.  An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Wool 
to  Ireland,  before  bond  given  for  the  doe 
landing  thereof. 

45.  An  act  for  defraying  until  the  S5lli  of 
March  1809,  the  char|^  of  the  Pay  and 
Cloathing  of  the  Militia  of  Ireland;  for 
holding  courts  martial  on  Serjeant  majors, 
Serjeants,  corporals,  and  drummers,  for 
offences  committed  during  the  time  such 
militia  shall  not  be  embodied ;  and  for  mak- 
ing allowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern 
officers  of  the  said  militia  during  peace. 

46.  An  act  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Pa^ 
and  Ctoathing  of  the  Militia  m  Great  Bri- 
tain  for  the  year  1808. 

47.  An  act  for  quieting  possessions  and  con- 
firming defective  Titles  in  Ireland,  and  li- 
miting the  right  of  the  cYo'wn  to  sue  in 
manner  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  the 
relief  of  Incumbents  in   respect  of  Arrears 

-  due  to  the  crown  during  the  incumbency  of 
their  predecessors. 

48.  An  act  to  enable  hb  majesty's  Post  MasteY 
General  of  Ireland  to  purchase  premisses  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  General  Post  Office 
in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

49.  An  act  for  accelerating  the  making  trp, 
examination,  and  audit,  of  the  Accotints  of 
the  Paymaster  General  of  his  majesty's 
Forces. 

SO.'  An  act  to  suspend  the  grunting  of  Offices 
in  Reversion,  or  for  joint  lives  with  benefit 
of  survivorship,  for  one  year  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  six  weeks 
after  the  commencement  of  the  then  next 
session  of  parliament. 

51.  An  act  fur  making  Allowances  in  certain 
catfes  to  subaltern  officers  of  the  Militia  in 

''  Great  Britain,  while  disembodied. 

53.  An  act  to  revive  and  Continue,  until  the 
S5th  of  March  1809,  and  tonend  So  much  of 
an  act^  made  in  the  d9th  and  40th  years  of 
his  present  majesty,  as'grants  certain  Allow- 
ances to  Adjutants  and  Seijeant-Majofs  of 
the  Militia  of  England,  disembodied  under 
an  act  of  the  same  session  of  parliament. 

55.  An  act  (or  raising  tiie  sum  of  Three  Mil- 
lions by  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of 
Great  Britain  for  (he  year  1808. 

54.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,500,000/, 
by  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 

■   Britain  for  the  year  1808. 

55.  An  act  for  repealing  the  duties  of  Assessed 
Taxes,    and    granting   new    duties  in   lieu 

'  thereof,  and  certain  additional  duties  to  be 
consolidated  therewith  ;  and  also  for  repeal- 
ing the  Stamp  Duties  on  Game  Certificates, 
and  granting  new  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
be  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  Taxes. 

56.  An  act  for  abolishing  Fees  received  by 
Officers  in  the  service  of  the  Castoibs  n  the 


several  ports  of  Ireland,  and  for  reguhitii^g 
the  hours  of  attendance  and  the  number  of 
bolydays  to  be  observed  by  the  said  Officers 
and  certain  officers  of  Excise. 

57.  An  act  for  increasing  the  duty  on  Corks 
ready-made,  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

58.  An  act  for  amending  the  laW  with  regard 
to  the  course  of  proceeding  on  Indictments 
and  Informations  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  in  certain  cases :  for  authorizing  the 
execution  in  Scotland  of  certain  Warrants 
issued  for  offences  committed  in  Enghind  ; 
and  for  requiring  officers  taking  bail  in  the 
king's  suit  to  assign  the  bail  bonds  to  the 
king. 

59.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  settle 
an  Annuity  on  her  royal  highness  the  Dochess 
of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel. 

60.  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  passed  in  the 
1st  year  of  king  James  the  Isl,  intituled, 

*  An  act  concerning  Tanners,  Curriers,  Shoe- 

*  makers,  and  other  Artificers  occupying  the 

*  cutting  of  Leather ;'  and  also  for  repealing 
and  amending  certain  parts  of  several  other 
acts  of  parliament  relating  thereto. 

61.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  pariiament,  an  act  of  the 
45th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  ap- 

fofnting  Commissioners  to  enquire  into  the 
'ublic  Expenditure,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
public  business  in  the  Military  departments 
therein  mentioned. 

62.  An  act  for  the  making  perpetual  several 
acts  for  the  better  coHecdun  and  security  of 
the  revenues  of  Customs  and  Excise  in  Ire- 
land, and  for  preventing  frauds  therein  ;  and 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  security  of 
the  said  revenues,  and  for  the  execution  of 
the  several  acts  relating  thereto. 

63.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the  47th 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  for  se- 
curing the  collection  of  the  Duties  on  Auc- 
tions in  Ireland. 

64.  An  act  lo  amend  an  act  made  in  the  46th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  enabling  his 
majesty  to  accept  the  services  of  Volunteers 
from  the  Militia  of  Ireland. 

65.  An  act  to  make  more  effecttial  provision 
for  the  building  and  rebuilding  6f  Churches, 
Chapels,  and  Glebe  Houses,  ieittd  for  the 
purchase  of  Glebe  Lands,  Glebe  Hotises, 
and  Impropriations,  in-Irelatid. 

66.  An  act  for  enforcing  the  Kes>idence  of  Spi- 
ritual Persons  on  their  benefices  in  Ireland. 

67.  An  act  for  granting  an  additional  duty  on 
Copper  imported  into  Great  Britain,  until 
the  5th  of  April  1811,  and  from  tlienCe  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  par- 
liament. 

68.  An  act  for  extending  the  Bounty  now  pay* 
able  on  Pilchards  exported  to  the  Vilest 
Indies  or  Mediterranean  to  Pilchards  ex* 
ported  to  any  parts  beyond  the  seas. 

69.  An  act  to  permit,  until  the  35th  of  March 
1810,  Sugar  and  Cdffee  to  be  exported  from 
his  majesty's  colonies  Or  Plantatioits  to  any 
port  in  Eurbpe  to  the  sottthwud  of  Capt 


Ixxiii] 


JJST  OF  ACTS  PASSED  48  GEO.  HI. 


Finisterre,  and  Corn  to  be  ioiporttd  from 
such  port  and  from  the  coant  of  Africa  into 
the  said  colonies  and  plantations. 

70.  An  act  to  provide  that  British  ships  which 
shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  shall 
afterwards  become  the  property  of  British 
subjects,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privilege 
of  British  ships, 

71.  An  act  to  amend  so  much  of  two  acts  of 
this  session  of  parliament,  for  carrying  into 
execution  certain  Orders  in  Council,  as  re- 
lates to  the  duties  on  Goods  eiported  from 
the  warehouses  in  which  they  hare  been 
secured  on  importation,  and  on  certain  Prize 
Goods  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land. 

72  An  act  for  the  increase  and  preservation  of 
Timber  in  Dean  and  New  Forests. 

73.  An  act  to  improve  the  Land  Revenue  of 
the  Crown  in  England,  and  also  of  bis  ma- 
jesty's duchy  of  Lancaster. 

74.  An  act  for  the  better  collection  of  tbe 
Duties  on  Malt  made  in  Great  Britain. 

75.  An  act  fur  providing  suitable  Interment 
•an  church-yards  or  parochial  burying  grounds 

in  £ngland,  for  such  dead  human  Bodies  as 
may  be  cast  on  shore  from  the  sea,  in  cases 
of  wreck  or  otherwise. 

76.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 
by  way  of  Annuities. 

77.  An  act  to  enable  his  mi^ty  to  vest  the 
ri^ht  of  appointment  of  Master  of  the  Free 
School  of  Londonderry  in  the  cit^  and 
county  of  Londonderry,  in  the  bishop  of 
Derry  for  the  time  being. 

78.  An  act  to  grant  to  his  majesty  duties  upon 
Malt  made  in  Ireland,  and  upon  Spirits 
made  or  distilled  in  Ireland  ;  and  to  allow 
certain  Drawbacks  on  tbe  Exportation 
thereof. 

79.  An  act  to  amend  the  two  acts  for  the  col- 
lecting of  the  Malt  Duties  in  Ireland,  and 
regulating  the  trade  of  a  Maltster. 

80.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  5th  of  July 
1809,  and  to  amend,  several  acts  for  grant- 
ing certain  Rates  and  Duties,  and  for  allow- 
ing certnin  Drawbacks  and  Bounties  on 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize  imported 
into  and  exported  from  Ireland ;  and  to 
grant  new  duties  on  the  importation  of  East 
India  Sugar  and  Foreign  Spirits;  and  to 
reduce  the  Duty  on  British  Plantation  Coflee 
imported. 

81.  An  act  to  amend  the  scTeral  acts  for  the 
regulating  and  securing  the  collection  of  the 
Duty  on  Spirits  distilled  in  Ireland. 

99.  An  act  to  make  perpetual  and  to  amend 
several  acts  for  the  better  regulating  the 
issuing  and  granting  of  Permits  and  Certifi- 
cates, fbr  tl^  conveyance  and  protectiou  of 
certain  exciseable  goods  in  Ireland. 

83.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  750,060/.  by 
way  of  Annuities  fbr  the  service  of  Ireland. 

84.  An  act  for  amending  and  rendering  more 
efTectoal  an  act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  to  make  more  effectual  pro- 
~^'    tor  the  preTeotion  of  Sfflnggling,  and 


for  regulating  the  periods  for 
delivering  up  certain  Bonds 
revenue  of  Customs. 

85.  An  act  to  regulate  the  ' 
Great  Britain  and  the  united 
rica  until  the  end  of  tbe  j 
parliament. 

86.  An  act  to  revive  and  com 
85th  of  March  1809,  an  m 
year  of  his  present  majesty, 
efiectnal  encouragement  o 
Fisheries. 

87.  An  act  for  repealiiic  the 
taken  by  licensed  Hackney  i 
for  establishing  others  in  lie 
for  amending  several  laws  re! 
ney  Coaches. 

88.  An  act  to  restrain  the  nec^c 
missory  Notes  and  Inland  Bil 
under  a  limited  sum,  in  £ngli 

89.  An  act  for  enabling  tbe 
appointed  to  examine  Acco 
Expenditure  in  the  Barrac 
speedily  and  effectoally  to 
said  Accounts. 

90.  An  act  to  enable  the  Cod 
auditing  Public  Accounts,  an 
sieners  for  the  Afiairs  of  Bi 
tively,  to  send  and  receii 
packets  on  the  business  of  tk 
of  postage. 

91.  An  act  for  enabling  tbe 
appointed  to  examine  Acco 
Expenditures  in    the    West 
speedily  and  effectually  to  : 
said  Accounts. 

93.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  g 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  prese 
charging  the  sum  of  12,200,0 
the  service  of  Great  Britaii 
1807,  upon  the  duties  of 
Excise  granted  to  his  anajei 
continuance  of  the  present  wi 
money  issued  for  Charges  of  1 
Stock  redeemed. 

93.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  < 
1st  year  of  king  James  1.  as 
penalties  on  shooting  at  Har< 
repeal  an  act  of  the  8d  year  o 
relating  to  Game-keepers. 

94.  An  act  for  repealing  so  m 
made  in  the  parliament  of  S 
fourth  session  of  the -first  parli 
Anne,   intituled,  <  Act  for 
Game,'  as  relates  to  the  She 

95.  An  act  fbr  continuing,  ui 
August  1811,  an  act  of  the  ^ 
present  majesty,  for  allowing 
restrictions,  tbe  bringing  a  li 
of  Coals,  Culm,  or  Cinders, 
Westminster,  by  inland  navig 

96.  Anactfortbebetter'carear 
of  Lunatics,  being  Paupers  < 
England. 

97.  An  act  to  enable  the  Comn 
inajesty^B  Treasury,  to  inue  i 
•n  tht  credit  of  toch  ajda  on 
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li6.  Ad  act  for  Testing  the  stock  of  the  Cotirt 
of  Session  in  Scotland^  in  trustees,  for  the 
erecting  buildings  for*  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  College  of  Justice,  and  a 
Public  Gaol,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and 
for  other  purfKises  therein  mentioned. 

^47.  An  act  to  permit  the  sale  of  the  Danish 
prize  ship  Constantia  Maria,  and  her  cargo, 
10  the  port  of  Fowey  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall. 

148.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  applying  cer- 
tain monies  therein  mentioned  for  the  sc»r- 
▼ice  of  the  year  1808 ;  and  for  farther  ap- 
propriating, the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
session  of  parliament. 


149.  An  act  for  repealing  the  Stamp  Duties 
on  Deeds,  Law  Proceedings,  and  other 
written  or  printed  instruments,  and  the 
Duties  on  Legacies  and  Successions  to  per- 
sonal estate  upon  intestacies,  now  payable 
in  Great  Britain  ;  aud  for  granting  new 
Duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

150.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  esta> 
hlish  a  permanent  Local  Militia  Force  in 
Scotland,  under  certain  restrictions,  for  the 
defence  of  the  realm. 

151.  An  act  concerning  the  administration  of 
Justice  in  Scotland,  and  concerning  Appeals 
to  the  house  of  lords, 

159.  An  act  for  granting  certain  Duties  on 
Worts  or  Wash  made  from  Sugar  during  the 
prohibition  of  distillation  from  ccim  or  grain 
IB  Great  Britaio. 
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First  Hb?ort  from  the  Committee  osr 

'.  THE   DlBTItLAXrON    OP   SuGAR  ANl>   Mo- 

Lasses. — Ordered  to  be  printed  1 3th  April, 
1808. 

The  Commitl^e  appointecl  to  enquire, 
and  report,  how  far,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  it  may  .be  prac- 
ticable, and  expedient  to  confine 

■  the  Distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Sugar  and 
Molasses  only  ;  and  also  what 
^  other  provision  can  be  made  for  the 

fielief  of  the  Growers  of  Sugar  in 
the  British  West  India  Colonies  ; 
firnd  to  report  the  same,  with  their 
Observations  and  Opinion. there- 
upon, from  time  to  time,  to  the 
House : — and  who  wereempowei^d 
to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evi- 
dence taken  before  them ; . 

riAVE,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the 
houf^e,  exaitiined  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred ;  and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
][loport  :* 

'    Your  Committee  felt  it  their  first  duty 
to  examine  kito  the  continuance  of  that 
severe  pressure  upon  the  holders  of  West 
India  property,  and  those  connected  with 
it,  which  was  so  clearly  proved  before 
your  committee  of  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament.— t'or  this  purpose  your  commit* 
tee  called  before  them  several  gentlemen 
connected  with   those   Islands,  and  ex- 
perienced .in  the'  colonial  tfade  ^    these 
gentlemen  fully  confirmed  the  evidence 
•j^iven  last  year,  and  proved  to  the  convic- 
tion of  your  committee,  that  the  continu-. 
ance  of  the  pressure  ha^  matpriall}^  added 
to  its  weight. — It  appears, from  accounts 
laid  before  your  committee,  that  the  price 
pf  Sugar- has  greally  diminished  ^ince  the 
year  1799;  the  average  price  of  1800, 
was  65«.  per  pwt. ;  the  average  of  18D7," 
was  34«.-per  cwt.  both  exclusive  of  duty. 
In  consequence  of  that  depreciation,  and 
'of  the  increased  expeni&e  attendant  on  the 
^cultivation  of  the*  article,  the  situation  of 
the  Suzar  Planter  has  been  rapidly  declin- 
'ing,  till  at  length  the  value  of  the  produce 
•Hi  o)i  an*  average,  barely  equal  to  the 
charfi^es  of  production,  leaving  no  rent  for 
the  land,  and  no  interest  for  the  large 
capital  employed   upon   it. — It   appears 

*  See  Appendix  to  vol.  ix.  p.  Ixxx. 
Vm.  XI.-^ilp/xjr. 


that  the  obstacles  opposed  ta 
tion  of  colonial  produce,  add i 
ed  accumulation  in  the  mar 
conquered  colonies,  have  hi 
cipal  causes  of  its  depreci^ 
the    planter  has  remained 
monopoly   in  favour  of  Bri 
and  navigation,  his  exclusive 
the  home  market  has  been  int< 
and,  while  the  British  com 
been  increasing/  the  efibrts  h* 
meet  it  have  turned  entirely 
disadvantage. — It  appears  tha 
cannot  so  withdraw  his  capi 
the  extent,  or  change  the  c 
cultivation,  as  to  procure  for 
adequate  relief;  and,  withoi 
intervention,  there  is  no  pre 
being  extricated  from  his  d 
nuitants  dependant  on  Wesi 
perty  for  their  provision,  ha 
instances,  been  totally  depr 
iiicoroe. — ^The  increased  pri< 
usual  articles  of  supply,  addc 
preciation  of  colonial  produ 
prived  a  great  proportion  of  t 
the  resources  wherewith  to  fu 
customed  stores  of  food  and  < 
their  negroes,  and  of  duly  ] 
their  superintendance :  and, 
not  speedily  applied,  these  si 
actually  diminished  or  withh< 
much  painful  privation  will  b 
the-  negroes,  and  discontent, 
motion  among  them,  hiay  be  i 
prehended. — In  the  Report  i 
mittee  of  the  assembly  of  J 
stated,  that  there  are    115  S 
respecting  which  suits  are  ( 
the  court  of  chancery  ;  fron 
from  other  evidence,  it  appe; 
closures,  of  securities  on  pro] 
come  unusually  frequent  in 
which  will  deprive  many  ow 
estates,  for  sums  quite  dispn 
their  value.      Another   eftei 
cause  will  be,  much  individi 
the  negroes,  who,  in  conseqii 
foreclosures,  will  in  many 
separated  from  their  familic 
these  considerations,  your  co 
mit,  thai  the  case  or  distrej 
out,  is  as  urgent  as  it  is  severe 
fore  it  is  not  only  necessary 
sures  of  permanent  relief,  I 
as  may  have  an  early  open 
ply  to  the  coming  crop,  in 
vent  the  accumulation  of  dis 
otherwise  arise,  before  any 
regulations  can  take  eiect. 

/ 
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From  the  Accounts  annesed  to  this  Report,  it  appears. 

That  the  average  importation  of  Siigar  into  G.  Britatii«  far  5  yean,  ending 
with  1785,  waa-        -*•.--.-- 

Cwti. 

mr'.Tr.roiSeTU    :}.Ann»aUver.ge{[^;.j;j}._St^O 

Average  annual  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  Britain     -  1,264|807 

Add,  quantity  exported  as  above  to  Ireland     -        .        -        -  157,217 

Annual  balance  remaining  for  the  annual  consumption  of  the  empire  1 ,422,02i 
The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  small  import  into  Ireland  from  the  West  Indies. 

That  the  average  importation  of  Sugar  into  G.  Britain,  for  1802  and  1805 

(being  two  years  of  peace]  was  -        -»        -  .     -^        *         -        -  5,741,485 

Deduct  average  export  to  Ireland  *  -1    *             «^  «  f     1 67,267  \  ,  oTnrw; 

Ditto  -  ditto    .    -     to  other  parts  )  ^'"*-  ''"^^V^  {  1,702.758  )  '  J'*^^"'"^' 

Annual  average  balance  remaining  for  consumption  of  Britain-        -  M7 1^461 

Add,  average  annual  importation  into  Ireland  (direct)  1  .  i^ ,  0^4, 


ibr  the  same  period 
Deduct,  export  from  Ireland    - 

Add,  quantity  exported  to  Ireland,  as  above 


1,666 


169,5581 
•     167,267/ 


536,82^ 


Average  annual  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire    2,206,28<> 


T'hat  the  average  importation  of  Sugar  into  G.  Britain,  for  four  years,  from 

1504-  to  1807,  both  inclusive  (being  four  years  of  war)  was    - 
Deduct,  average  annual  export  to  Ireland        -        -      174,166 1 

Ditto     -     -     -ditto     .    -    to  other  parts  -        -     .971,758/     * 
Annual  average  balaiice  remaining  for  consumption  of  Britain  - 
Add,   average   annual  importation    into  Ireland 

direct  from  the  West  Indies,  for  three  years, 

from  1804  to  1 806,  both  inclusive  (the  return 

for  1 807  not  bavins  been  yet  received)  - 
Deduct,  export  from  Ireland      - 

Add,  quantity  exported  to  Ireland,  as  above    - 


155,500 


462 


5,473,488 

1,145,924 
2,327,564 


154,9» 

174Jfi6 


Average  annnal  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire    g»tf3M^j 


That  the  quantity  of  Sugar  imported  into  G.  Britain,  dunng  the  year  end- 
ing 5th  January  1808,  was ;  viz. 

From  the  old  British  West  India  islands    -     5,069,805  \ 

From  the  conquered  colonies;  viz.  Trini-"j  /  sO5V09Ki 

dad,  Demerara,  St.  Lucia,  Surinam,  and  I    581.881!  *        ^      '     ' 

Tobago -    .    .    ^J  ) 

Deduct,  ^xport  to  Ireland        ^        -        -        .        -       255,108?  i  $m,M 

Ditto  -  ditto  to  other  parts    -         -        -        -  ,    -    l,150,5S4j  '    -^ 

Balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  Britain  -        ~       .  -.       -  2,288,044 

Add,' quantity  exported  to  Ireland,  as  above    - 

Balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire«.  exclusive  of 
the  direct  import  into  Ireland     -.>.,.«.«•-»  2,521  ^l^^ 


253,108 


•  •    • 


^•' 
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Annual  ayerage  for  5  years, 

ending  with  1785      -    -    - 

Annual  average  for  2  years; 

viz.  1802  8l  1803      -     -     - 

Annual  average  for  4  years; 

viz.    1804,   1805,   1806,    & 

1807 

q^^ Imported  from  the  old 
V   \      British  islands  -  3,069,803 
V|)o.  from  conquered 

Colonies      -    -    581,881 


AttBiial  tteragc  Imponailoa 
into 

TMtl 

Great  Britain. 

ireliad. 

laiwiuiloii. 

1,579,537 

< 

1,579,537 

3,741,486 

171,224 

3,912,710 

3,473,488 

135,390 

3,608,178 

3,651,686 

-    • 

3,Q5 1,686 

Afcnme  Riin«] 

txporiatton 

to  Forrtio  P«rt 


157,51! 
I,704,42i 

972,22( 

1,130,53^ 


aBsaa 


The  preceding  Statement  shews,  that  the  quantity  of  Sugar  annually  coi 
sumed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  an  average  of  four  years,  em 
ing  with  ]  807  inclusive,  was     -        -        - 

And  that  the  average  export  from  the  united  empire,  during  the  same  p 
riod,  to  foreign  parts,  was  .*-.*.. 

That  the  importation^  fiur  the  year  endiiig  5th  January  1808,  not  includir 

the  quantity  impoited  into  Ireland  direct,  was    •        -.       -        . 
Of  which  the  quantity  exported  to  foreign  parts  was       -        •        • 

Leaving,  for  home  consumption    ^        «       ^        •        .        •        • 

Should  there  be  no  export  to  the  continent  in  the  course  of  1808,  a  q 
to  what  was  exported  daring  1807,  as  above  stated,  will  be  thrown  upc 
lor  home  consumption ;  to  which  most  be  added,  the  quantity  of  Sugar  i 
expected  from  the  Danish  islands ;  and  the  consequence  of  such  a  glut 
rily  be,  a  very,  considerable  deduction  in  the  price  of  Sugar,  unless  an  a 
shall  be  found  at  home  to  take  off  the  surplus. 

'  Thb  following  calculation  shews  the  increased  consuniption  of  Sugar 
«ropire  within  the  la§t  22  years ;  also,  a  comparative  statement  of  the  a 
tioa  of  the  British  colonies;  and  of  the  surplus  production  of  the  Bril 
with  the  demand  for  Sugar  at  the  British  market  for  the  use  of  the  conl 
.the  short  interval  of  peace : 

Annual  consumption  of  Sugar  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  an  averag 
of  five  years,  ending  with  1785  ------ 

Ditto  upon  an  average  of  four  years,  ending  with  1 807   •        -        • 

Increased  consumption         ------- 

Average  annual  import  of  1804,  1805,   1806,  and  1807,  into  the  unite 

empire,  was     -.-.--..--- 
Deduct,  import  from  conquered  colonies  (supposing  1807  to  be  an  averag< 

Average  annual  import  from  old  British  colonies     .        -        -        - 
Average  annual  consumption  in  G.  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  above  peric 

•Annual  surplus  above  consumption,  from  our  own  colonies 

Average  annual  export  durine  peace,  1 802  and  1 803      -        .        . 
Average  annual  superfluity  of  old  British  colonies,  as  above    - 

Shewing  the  insufBciency  of  the  present  surplus  produce  of  the  old  Britii 
cvlouies  to  meet  a  continental  demand,  equal  to  that  of  the  laat  peace^  to  I 
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With  a  view  to  apply  as  speedy  a  relief 
as  po&sible  to  the  case  thus  made  out;  yoor* 
Committee  proceeded  to  consider  of  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  Distilleries 
of  the  united  kingdom,  or  an-y  part  thereof, 
from  the  use  of  grain,  and  confining  thexh 
to  that  of  sugar  and  molasses.     This  in- 
quiry invoWing  in  it  the  interests  of  the 
r^venue^  the  distilleFs,  and  the  landl^olc}- 
ers  of  the  country,  your  committee  have 
gone  thruugh  a  long  and  minMte  investi- 
gation, with  a  view  to  ascertain   bow  far 
these  interests  might  severally  be  effected 
h^  the  proposed  restriction.r- It  appears 
from  the  Evidence  of.  Mr.  Jackson,  that 
the   revenue  received  .from  the  English 
distilleries  amounvs-to  near  2,000,000/. ; 
and  is  collected  at  the  cxpence  of  ^df.  in  the 
l^ound.     This  revenue  arises  from  a  duty 
of  Is,  4-\d.  per  gallon  bf  wash  ;   100  gal- 
lons of  wash  are  produced  from  about  one 
quarter  of  corn ;  and  the  allowed  produce 
^f  spirit  from  that  quantity  of  wash  is  19 
gallons,  at  1  to  10  over  hydrometer  proof. 
3!he  customs  duty  on  the  cwt.  of  sugar  is 
21s, ;  tw  o  cwt.  of  sugar  will  produce  100 
gallons  of  wasii,  which  will  produce  22 
gallons  of  spirit  at  1  to   10- over  hydro- 
meter proof. — The  present  duty  on  sugar 
ivash  IS   2s,  O^d,   per  gallon*      If  sugar 
%vere  to  be  used  without  any  alteration  of 
the  rate  of  duty,  the  revenue  would  gain  ; 
'but  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  would  be 
-greatly   increased,  and  a  proportionable 
.rise  in  the  price  of  spirits  to  the  consumer 
would  be  the  consequence.     It  would  be 
desirable  therefore  that  some  modification 
of  the  duty  should  take  place.-^It  appears 
from  a  calculation  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that 
taking  the  price  of  barley  at  43*.  a  quarter, 
>nd  of  malt  at  80*.  a  quarter,  116  gallons 
of  corn-wash  (producing  the  same  quan- 
tity of  spirit  as  2  cwt.  of  sugar)  would,  in 
/uaaterials  and    djuty,    cost    the    distiller 
.  105.  A-^d,  per  gallon,  .of. which  7s,  |0|<f. 
wduld  be  the  duty  to  government.     Tak- 
ing the  price  of  sugar  at  60*.  per  cwt.  and 
reducing  the  duty  on  the  wash  to  U.  2\d. 
.per  gallon,  the  cost  to  the  distiller  would 
be  10*.  \0d.  per  gallon,  of  which  the  duty^ 
.  would  be  7*.  lOrf.,  bringing  the  duty,  under 
the  proposed  restriction,  to  within  a  frac- 
tion of  what  it  now  is. — ^The  Malt  Duty 
being  much  more  easily  evaded  than  the 
"  Customs  Duty  on  Sugar,  which  in  fact  is 
little,  if  at  Jill  eluded,  it  appears  that  that 
^  duty  ought  to  remain  as  it  is,  and  that  the 
*  reduction  ought  to  take  place  in  the  duty 
on  the  wasti.     There. is,  on  account  of  the 
quicker 'dissolution   of  the    materi^U   a 


greater  facility  of  fraud  in  the  case  of  su- 
gar than  bf  corn  w^h  ;  but  on  the  whole, 
the  chances  of  fraud  would  be  dimi{)ishe4^ 
the  pio&t  of  it  lessened,  and  the  loss  to 
the  revenue,  even  if  it  were   practised, 
would  not  be  so  great. — Under  these  limi- 
tations, your  Committee  are  induced  by 
the  evidence   befoie  tbem>  ta.hope  tha( 
the  Excise  regulations  may  be  so  arranged, 
without  great  or  inconvenient  alteration, 
as  to  prevent  any  material  injury  to  the 
revenue  from  the  proposed  suspension.*^ 
'in  Scotland,  the  system  of  collecting  the 
duty  is  dilierent  and  more,  complicated. 
In  the  Lowlands  there  is  an  annua i.licence 
duty  of  162/.  per  gallon  on  the  contents  of 
the  still ;    for  which  the  distiller  is  per« 
mitted  to   make  2,025   gallons  of  spirit 
within  the  year,  the  licence  expiring  when- 
ever that  quantity  appears  to  have  beei) 
made.    This  duty  amounts,  on  the  gallon 
of  spirit,  to  1*.  Id.  -j^^ths.     There  is  a  wash 
duty  of  5d,  which,  computed  at  the  rate  of 
1(5  f  galls,  per  cent,  on  the  100  gallons  of 
wash,  amounts  to  2*.  6^.  i^^ths  ;  and  there 
is  a  spirit  duty  of  U, ;    the  total  being 
5s.  1  \d,  per  gallon. — ^The  lower  per-cenu 
age  on  the  wash  i%  occasioned  by  the 
rapid  mode  of  distillation  which  is  impos- 
ed upon  them  by  law,  and  which  subjects 
them  to  a  constant  waste  of  material, 
which  they  consider  as  a  species  of  in^ 
direct  dutyl     Sugar,  it  appears*  would  \A 
better  adapted  to  their  quick  mode  of  di.^* 
tillation  than  corn,  as  in  the  wash  from  the 
former  there  is  no  such  residuum  as  there 
is  ill  the  wash  produced  from  the  latter. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  same  per-centage  of  22  galfoiis  df 
spirits  fromr  100  gallons  of  sugar  wash 
might  not  be  expected  in  Scotland  as  well 
as  in  England.     As  it  would  be  adviseable, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  Mr.  Jackson,  to 
retain  the  whole  of  the  customs  duty  on 
the  sugar,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to 
make  a  certain  reduction  in  the  duty  on 
the  wash,  oi:  on  the  spirit. — The  present 
distinctions  in   favour  of    the   Highland 
distiller  (by  which  he  is  required  to  pro- 
duce  only  10  percent-  on  the  wash,andj$ 
charged  with   a  duty  amounting  on  the 
whole  to  4*.  5d,  per  gallon  of  ^"P'^^^^*  "^" 
stead  of  5s,  \\d,)  arose  from  analledged 
inferiority  of  the  material  from  which  ft* 
works.     Under  the  proposed  restriction 
(the  material  being  the  same  as  that  usea 
by  other  distillers)  the  same  per-cenW 
of  22  gallons  would  of  course  be  requirea. 
If  it  should  be  thought  fit  to  charge  tne 
same  amount  of  duty,, it  would  (^^1^ 
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necessary  {o  apply  tl^e  principle  before    increase. — ^The  substitution 


recommended.    The  process  of  working 
is  slower  than  in  the  Lowlands,  and,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fuel, 
h  might  be  proper  to  leave  that,  as  it  is 
now  established. — ^The  trades  for  export 
from  England  to  Scotland,  and  rice  versa, 
and  for  home  consumption,  are  separately 
ctirried  oh,  and  under  separate  regulations. 
If  tberetbre,  it  should  be  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  confine  the  prohibition  to  England, 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  subjecting 
the  Scotch  ex  port- trader  to  that  prohibi- 
tion, as  he  is  to  other  regulations  imposed 
on  the  English  distillers.     But  the  partial 
adoption  of  this  measure  in  any  part  of 
this  island  would  afford  so  strong  a  temp- 
tation in  the  other  to  smuggle  tlie  corn 
6pirit  which   they^ would  be  entitled  to 
manufacture,  into  the  part  subject  to  the 
prohibition,  that  much  detriment  would 
accrue  to  the  revenue   therefrom :  and, 
indeed,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
tonnected  with  the  revenue  why  this  mea- 
-sure  should  not  be  extended  to  Scotland. 
•Much  illicit  trade  is  undoubtedly  carried 
on  in  the  Highland  district,  and  the  pro- 
posed restriction  would  encourage  it,  to  a 
•certain  degree,  on  account  of  the  prefer- 
ence entertained  for  corn  spirit ;  but  the 
frauds  practised  in  evading  the  malt  duty, 
by  the  licensed  distillers,  would  be  effec- 
tually  stopped. — The  collection  of   the 
Irish  revenue  is  ultimately  regulated  by 
the  (juantity  of  the  spirits,  and  is  necessa- 
rily attended  with   more  checks  than  in 
England.     A  duty  of  44.  is  charged  on  the 
gallon  of  spirit.    The  mode  of  working 
the  distilleries  is,  by  a  certain  number  of 
-doublings  or  charges  of  the  still,  required 
within  twenty-eight  days.   There  are  three 
stages  in  which  the  duty  is  checked,  on 
the  pot*ale  or  wash,  at  the  rate  of  ]0  gal- 
lons of  spirits  to  100  gallons  of  wash  ;  on 
the  singlings  of  low  wines,  at  two-fifihs  of 
spirits  ;  and  on  the  spirits  according  to 
the  quantity ;  no  reference  whatever  be- 
ing had  to  the  strength. — Should  it  be 
thought  tit  to  extend  the  prohibition  to 
Ireland,  a  modification  of  the  rate  of  duty 
would  be  required,  on  the  principle  before 
stated.     If  the  number  of  doublings  is  to 
continue  to  regulate  the  duty,  the  amount 
of  the  charge  ought  to  be  calculated  on  the 
utmost  possible  numberof  workings,  which 
has  been  the  principle  on  which  the  laws 
Tor  collecting  the  r«svehue  have  been  made. 
The  number  of  workings  has  been  gradu- 
ally and  progressively  increased,  and  it  is 
*ftpprebended  may  admit  of  ttUI  further 


grain  in  Irish  distillation  \v< 
ediy  so  far  prove  beneficial  t 
of  that  country,  ^s  it  woul 
fraud  on  the  material  to  be 
frauds  on  the  malt  duty,  whi 
to  be  enormous,  so  far  as 
distilleries,   would    be  prev 
stated  however,  that  it  woul 
ble  to  restrict  the  Irish  iicen 
to  the  use  of  sugar,  their*  nun 
those  of  the  English  distil le 
portion  of  five  to  one  : — tha 
very  difficult  to  prevent  the 
corn  wash,  which  (under  pr 
taining  yeast)  they  would  p 
strength  requisite  for  their  p 
the  breweries,  which  are  not 
excise,  excepting  in  as  far 
the  malt  duty.    This  practi 
stated  to  have  followed  whet 
tion  from  corn  was  last  proh 
however,  admitted,  that  if  pc 
tions  could  be  devised,  and 
of  the  revenue  officers  could  I 
the  frauds  might  in  a  great 
prevented.     But  there  would. 
be  considerable  difficulty  in  J 
regulations,  or  in  inducing  the 
denly  to  change  that   rela> 
and  in  many  cases  corrupt  I 
which  they  have  been  unfoi 
much  addicted.    This  diffici 
gard  to  the  officei-s,   M'ould 
faci lilies  to  fraud  arising  fro 
rapid  dissolution  of  sugar,  w; 
itself  would  render  it  far  fi 
get  an  accurate  account  of 
The  enormous  amount  of  thi 
tillation  in  Ireland  (which  is  < 
tised  in  the  North)  is  urged 
objection  to  the  proposed  mi 
very  great  preference  enterts 
people  for  Corn  Spirit;   th< 
hopes  of  sending  them   to 
of  the  country,  where  thei 
illicit  stills;  and  the  des^ire 
be  created  in  landholders  to  I 
for  their  corn,  thus  excluded  t 
distilleries,  would  it  seems,  o| 
srreat  detriment  of  the  revent 
ing  an  increase   of   private 
which  would  be  entirety  froi 
if  so,  whatever  that  increas 
the  revenue  would  receive  c 
jury  to  that  amount,  without 
additional  consumption  of  s 
objection  would,  however,  i 
case  of  a  serious  appfehensi<] 
t^ecaose'  the  inhabitants  wot 
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active  ia  ^tbp]^hig  Ibe  use  et  corn  ib  the 
iliicit  distilleries.  The  detail  of  r^ gula* 
tiim  which  would  be  neceasary  to  protect 
the  intercourse  of  spirits  from  IreUnd 
would  be  considerable,  and  your  Conuoait- 
tee  pass  by  that  subject^  leavinff  it  for  (he 
consideration  of  parliament* — In  case  it 
should  be  thought  inconTenient  to  extend 
the  restriction  generally  to  Ireland,  it  were 
to  be  wished  that  the  distillation  for  ex- 
port from  thence,  might  be  confined  to 
sugar.  Under  such  a  regulation,  how- 
ever»  considerable,  inconyeaience  might 
arise  from  the  probability  that  a  great  deal 
of  corn  spirit  would  be  exported  under 
the  pretence  of  exporting  sugar  spirit. 
This  too  would  be  an  inconvenience  super- 
added to  the  risk  arising  from  the  illicit 
trade  as  above  stated. — On  the  whole,  if 
it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  confine 
this  measure  to  G.  Britain,  your  Commit- 
tee would  recommend  a  suspension  of  all 
intercourse  in  spirits  between  the  two 
islands,  as  the  best  security  that  could  be 
afibrded  to  the  British  revenue  and  ma- 
nufacture, such  suspension  to  continue 
while  the  corn  distillers  should  be  restricted 
in  G.Britain..  With  aview  to-afibrd  se- 
curity to  the  revenue,  as  well  as  to  protect 
the  interest  of  the  present  com  distillers, 
it  would  be  an  indispensable  measure,  to 
whatever  part  of  the  empire  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries 
fthould  be  applied,  to  confine  the  power  of 
distilling  from  sugar,  to  the  houses  now  en- 
gaged in  the  malt  distilleries. — ^The  Maid- 
stone Distillery  was  established  under  a 
particular  act  of  parliament,  and  works^ 
for  a  particular  object,  with  different  ma- 
terials from  the  ordinary  distillers.  That 
house  cannot  make  a  spirit  from  sugar 
similar  to  that  they  now  make  from  corn. 
Were  this  distillery  allowed  to  go  on  work- 
ing from  their  present  materials,  the  rest 
pf  the  trade  being  subject  to  the  suspen- 
aion,  the  injury  that  would  accrue  both  to 
fhe  revenue  and  the  other  distilleries  need 
scarcely  be  pointed  out.  This  peculiar 
panode  of  distillation  ought,  thereforei  to  be 
suspended  during  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed measure.  But  your  Committee  re- 
comniend  that  for  that  period,  the  proprie- 
ty's ought  to  be  allowed  to  enter  and  work 
/rem  sugar  as  ordinary  distillers.  They 
.were  not  allowed  so  to  work  during  the 
4a5t  prohibition,  and  suffered  accordingly, 
^t  is  stated  that  they  now  pay  30,000/.  per 
annum  to  government,  which  would  be  lost, 
while  an  encouragement  would  be  given  to 
Ifte.^sipuggliilg^  of   HoUaB^ls  GeUfevs^  of 


which  their  spirit  is  the  rival.  Againat  tfaia 
loss  however  must  be  set  the  probable  legal 
importation  of  Hollands  gin,  wiuch  pays  a 
much  higher  duty,    and   the  additional 
quantity  of  sugar  spirit  that  would  be  naa- 
nufactured  and  consumed.    Your  Cooi* 
mittee  are  not  prepared  to  ^ive  any  de* 
cided  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  per- 
mitting the  use  of  Molasses  in  distillation. 
That  article  being  the  produce  of  refined 
sugar,  and  a  drawback  being  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  that  sugar  equal  to  the 
whole  duty,  no  abatement  of  duty  could 
be  afibrded  on  the  molasses  wash,  such  39 
has  been  recommended  in  the  case  of  sugar 
wash.     It  besides  appears,  that  the  mate- 
rial of  sugar  is  .equally  advantageous  to 
the  manufacturer,  and  produces  a  spirit 
equally  pure,  and  as  good  for  all  purposes. 
Brandy,  which  is  now  made  from  molas- 
ses, might  with  equal  profit  be  made  from 
sugar. — It  appears  from  the  account  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  that,  calculating  from  the 
quantity  of  spirits  that  pay  duty,  the  distil- 
led produce  of  ^04,206  qrs.  of  grain  is  con- 
sumed in  England,  a  considerable  portion 
of  which  spirit  is  manufactured  in,  and  im- 
ported from  Scotland  and  Ireland.    By  the 
same    evidence,  the    quantity  of   grain 
distilled  in  Scotland,  for  their  home  con^ 
sumption,  amounts  to  147,586  qrs.      By 
the  excise  return  from  that  country  (wbicn 
is  exclusive  of  the  export  to  Enffland,  and 
inclusive  of  the  import  of  English,  barley 
for  the  distilleries,  which  is  considerable 
every   ye^air)  it  is  stated  at  169,367  qrs. 
Mr.  Jackson's  calculation  for  Ireland  is 
formed  on  an  average  of  two  year^  end- 
ing in  1 806,  and  is  far  below  the  quantity 
since  consumed. — Another  evidence  states 
the  quantity  of  corn  used  ixiJrish  distilla- 
tion at  333,333  qrs., — the  quantity  .used 
Scotland  at  1 55,555  qrs.;  and  in  England,  in- 
cluding the  importation  from  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  at  291,166  qrs. ;  making  780,054 
qrs.  for  .the  use  of  ihedistilleriesof  the  united 
empire.     It  is  difficult  to  get  any  very  pre- 
cise information  on  this  head.     But  taking 
780,000  as  the  whole  quantity  ;    taking 
Mr.  Jackson's  account    for  England    at 
about  300,000  ;    the  Scotch  excise  account 
lt59,000  ;  the  total  for  G.  Britain,  469,000, 
would  leave  the  remainder,   or  311,00p 
qrs.  for  the  consumption  of  Ireland.  .  It 
appears  however,   by  an  official   return 
from  Ireland,  that  the  quantity  of  grain 
used  for  distillation  there  is  computed  at 
672,075   brls.,  at  224  pounds  per   brl.; 
three -f pur thcT  of  that  grain  are  oat8.-^Ip 
order^jto.ifoiri]!  their  ojpiBioaoii  the  maonfr 
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ia...  whick  the  proposed  restraction  would 
afifect  the  cultivation  of  barley  in  this 
kingdom,  your  Committee  entered  into  a 
long  and  minute  examination  of  various 
persons  connected  with  the  agripulture  of 
the  country ;  some  possessing  local  and 

Eractical  knowledge,  others  well  known  as 
eing  capable  of  affording  the  most  ex- 
tensive general  information. — ^The  opinion 
of  these  persons  is,  that  barley  is  essential 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  barley  districts 
of  England ;  that  on  such  soils  no  other 
crop  could  be  advantageously  substituted 
in  its  room ;  that  the  distilleries  are  looked 
to  as  a  source  of  considerable  influence 
on  the  price  of  the  article  ;  and  that  the 
proposed  restriction  would  be  injurious  to 
the  growers  of  barley,  by  diminishing  the 
BCiarket  -  for  it..  The  eilect  of  this  would 
be,  in  their  opinion,  a  reduction  in  the 
pricey  on  the  supposition  of  an  average 
crop,  and  that  the  same  quantity  continued 
to  be  sown :  or,  if  to  avoid  the  eiFects  of 
<iepreciation  in  the  market,  a  less  quantity 
were  to  be  cultivated,  the  farmers  would 
be  injured  by  being  driven  out  of  their 
usual  course  of  cropping,  and  by  the 
forced  application  of  the  land  to  other  pro- 
duce less  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  soil. 
— ^Mr.  Arthur  Young,  secretary  to  the 
board  of  Agriculture,  has  stated  the  quan* 
tity  of  Barley  grown  ia  England  at  about 
4,800,000  qrs.  and  calculates  the  quanti- 
ties used  in  the  distilleries  at  300,000,  or 
1-1 6th  of  that  amount..  He  believes,  that 
to  withdraw  from  the  market  even  that 
small  proportion,  would  have  a  great  eilect 
in  lowering  the  price  of  the  article.  He 
conceives,however,  that  the  depreciation,  or 
^e  alarm  of  it,  cannot  have  any  effect  on  the 
quantity  sown  this  year,  but  on  that  sown 
in  the  next  year;  which  effect  '  would 
depend  entirely  oh  the  idea  of  the  public 
relative  to  having  a  different  motive  this 
time  twelve  months,  for  repeating  the  stop- 
page, from  any  which  operates  at  pre- 
sent.' He  thiiiks  that  in  the  event  of  an 
abundant  harvest,  the  restriction  would 
prove  peculiarly  hard  upon  the  fai*mer, 
and  arrest  him  in  eveiy  exertion  of  his 
industry. — ^Another  witness  states,  that  the 
fermers  conceive  the  distilleries  to  be  a 
source  of  greater  influence  on  the  market 
than  they  really  are.  Be  thinks  the  pro- 
posed suspension  would  operate  as  a  greater 
discouragement  than  it  ought,  and  that  the 
fiurmer  (acting  under  exaggerated  reports} 
woald  not  sow  his  usual  quantity  of  Bar- 
ley.— ^It  is"  to  be  observed,  however,  that 
lm;Q^ctjo£  ckukpncor  akrm  i^frcua  its 


nature  but  temporary,  and  would  aswred' 
.  ly  die  away  if  any  equivalent  were  found 
for  the  privation  that  caused  it ;  such  an 
equivalent  would  be  found  in  the  inoreased 
demand  which  would  arise  from  any  failure 
in  our  usual  importation  of  grain«.  More* 
over,  as  the  quantity  sown  this  year  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  proposed  restriction, 
and  as  there  is  no  ground  to*^  suppose  that 
,a  similar  measure  will  take  place  next 
year,,  the  very  .re-opening  of  the  distilleries 
to  the  produce  of  his  industry  cannpt  but 
do  away  any  evil  occasioned  by  the  effect 
of  a  temporary  alarm  on  the  mind  of  the 
farmer!— 7-It  appears  that  in  the  districts 
peculiarly  adapted  to  barley,  that  grain 
pays  better  than  outs,  ^and  prepares  the 
ground  better  for  the  wheat  that  usually  gon<« 
'  eludes  the  cousre.  .  It  is  also  generally  peer 
ferred  to  oats  for  the  purpose  of  sowing  with 
grass,  and  is  considered  as  infinitely  less  ctx? 
hausting  to  the  soil.  It  is  stated  in  a  part  of 
the  evidence,  that  in  the  barley  districts  the 
[number  of  sheep  maintained  under  the 
turnip  husbandry  is  greater  when  barley* 
forms  a  part  of  this  course,  than  it  could 
be  if  oats,  or  any  other  grain  were  sub* 
stituted  for  it,  as  the  turnips  can  be  kep^ 
on  the  ground  longer  if  followed  by  a  crop 
of  barley,  than  if  followed  by  any  other 
spring  crop.  Spring  wheat  is  not  deemed 
admissible  into  the  course  of  cropping^ 
and  the  experiments  tried  with  it  are  stated 
to  have  totally  failed.  It  is  admitted  by 
some  that  supposing  the  price  of  oats  Xof 
be  so  raised  as  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  that  of  barley,  such  a  rise,  coupled 
with  the  greater  quantity  of  the  former  pro* 
duced  on  an  acre  of  land,  might  induce 
some  farmers  to  have  recourse  to  that  crop^ 
though  it  seems.generally  to  be  considered^ 
that  such  a  course  would  be  inexpedient  to 
be  taken  on  land  superiorly  calculated  for 
the  growth  of  barley. — ^There  is  a  pecu- 
liar circumstance  attendant  on  Norfolk^ 
which,  in  the  estimation  of  persons  con- 
nected with  that  country,  would  make  the 
proposed  restriction  bear  harder  on  them^ 
than  on  the  farmers  in  any  other  barley 
district,  namely  the  annual  export  of  barley 
to  Scotland,  which  is  considerable,  and 
which  would  thus  be  cut  off.  It  also  ap'r 
pears,  that  the  culture  of  barley  is  essen^ 
tial  to  the  turnip  husbandry  as  there  prac- 
tised with  so  much  success.  It  is  hpw* 
ever  generally  admitted  that  there  are 
many  parts  of  England  to  which  these 
objections  do  not  apply ;  and  where  the 
cultivation  of  oats,  supposing  the  price 
to  risej  might  he  substituted  £sir  ttuil  of 
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barley  without  any  loss  to  the  farmer. — 
—Without  regard  to  the  southern  part  of 
Scotland,  and  the  districts  in  the  north 
into  which  the  improved  husbandry  has 
been  introduced^  it  appears  that  spring 
wheat  has  been  much  and  very  advanta- 
geously cultivated  there  of  late  years  ; 
and  that  the  quantity  of  barley  grown  has 
proportionably  diminished.  It  appears, 
moreover,  that  oats  are  not  there  deemed 
so  exhausting  a  crop  as  they  are  in  the 
'  South.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  any 
impediment  to  the  growth  of  barley  migKt 
be  detrimental  to ''the  landholder  by  low- 
ering the  price  of  grain. — ^In  the  High- 
lands, and  thp'^e  parts  of  the  North  Low- 
lands into  which  the  improved  system  has 
not  been  introduced,  or  which,  from  the 
nature  of  their  soil  or  climate,  are  under 
peculiar  disadvantages,  the  case  is  dif- 
ferent; very  little  two-roWed  barley  is 
grown  there,  but  the  four-rowed  barley 
called  here.  In  some  parts  of  those  dis- 
tricts, no  wheat  is  grown,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  oats  does  not  amount  nearly  to  that 
.  of  here.  It  is  stated  that  any  measure  of 
discouragement  to  the  culture  of  here 
"would  be  detrimental,  as  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  substitute  for  it;  a  consider- 
^!e  portion  of  it  is  said  to  be  consumed  in 
clistillation,  though  what  the  proportion- 
ate amount  of  that  is  to  the  quantity  grown 
could  not  be  learned.  It  ought  here  to  be 
&gain  remarked,  that  illicit  distillation  pre- 
vails considerably  in  the  highlands  and 
tiorth  of  Scotland,  and  that  doubtless  a 
.great  part  of  the  here  is  consumed  in  that 
way. — It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that 
considerable  quantities  of  wheat,  flour 
and  oats,  have  been  annually  imported  into 
Great  Britain  for  some  years  past,  while 
the  exports  of  those  articles  has  been  very 
trifling.  The  annual  import  and  export  of 
barley  is  very  smalK  This  furnishes  a  suf- 
ficient proof  that  we  have  of  late  years  de- 
pended in  some  degree,  upon  our  foriegn 
Connections  for  a  supply  of  food  for  the  in- 
habitants of  this  country,  and  your  Com- 
mittee are  not  informed  of  any  circum- 
stances attendant  on  the  late  crop  that  can 
diminish  the  importance  of  that  resource. 
•-^Your  Committee  taking  into  their  most 
sefi<5u3  consideration  the  state  of  our  fo- 
rei^  relations,  and  the  consequent  proba- 
bility that  our  usual  supply  of  grain  from 
foreign  countries  may  fail  lis,  are  naturally 
•led  to  ^uggestmeasures  of  precaution  which 
•may*  eveatually  ward  off  so  ^T&aX  an  evil. 
^If  appears  that  about  470,000  qrs.  of 
'f  rain^ard  atuiuaily  ccMMuiiied.by  the.Britifih  j 


distillers,    and  672,075    bris.,'  or  about 
420,000  qrs.  in  Ireland,  and  that  ihc  an>- 
nual  importation  of  corn  into  Great  Bri- 
tain from  foreign  parts,  exclusive  of  that 
from    Ireland,    has  for  five    years  past 
amounted  to  about  770,0(K)  qrs.     Under 
the.  pressure  of  an  actual  scarcity^  there* 
would  be  no  hesitation  in  having  recourse 
to  a  stoppage   of  the  distilleries.     Youc 
Committee  therefore  submit,  that  the  re- 
striction of  that  trade  to  the  use  of  sugar 
for  a  limited  time  in  Great  Britain  only, 
(if  the  measure  should  be  deemed  inadmis-* 
sib  I  e  as  to  Ireland)  would  be  a  wise  pre* 
caution  under  our  present  prospects.     It 
would  leave  for  the  food  of  the  people 
470,000  qrs.  of  grain,  a  quantity  greater 
than  the  importation  of  oats  in  the  last  yean 
— ^A ware,  however,  that  should  any  change 
of  circumstances  open  our  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  this  measure 
might  be  rendered  unnessary  in  the  viewjust 
stated — aware  that  although  in  the  event 
of  a  deficient  crop  this  year,  the  distress 
would  be  greatly  increased  if  accompa- 
nied by  a  deficiency  in  our  usual  foreign 
supplies ;  yet,  that  in  the  event  of  a  super- 
abundant harvest,  the  proposed  restriction 
might  be  found  very  hurtful  to  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  kingdom — aw^are 
that  the  return  of  peace  raignt  relieve  the 
West  India  Planters   from  their  present 
distress,  and  that  probably  some  measures 
may  be  devised  which  may  alleviate  that 
distress  before. the  period  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  limit  this  suspension  shall  be 
concluded,  your  Committee  recommend  in 
the  strongest  manner,  that  any  bill  to  be 
brought  in,  in  consequence  of  this  Report, 
should  contain  aclause  granting  a  power 
to  the  king  in  council,  upon  a  sufficient 
notice,  to  do  away  the  suspension,  and 
allow  the  distillers  to  carry  on  their  trade  - 
in  the  accustomed  manner.— When  it  is 
considered  how  very  small  a  portion  of  the 
barley  grown  in  this  kingdom  is  consumed 
by  the  distillers,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
think  that  the  proposed  measure  itself  can 
bear  very  hard  upon  the  grower.     It  is 
calculated  that  1,200,000  acres  are  used 
for  that  purpose,  of  which  about  80,000, 
or  one-sixteenth,  are  sufficient  to  grow  the 
whole  quantity  from  which  the  spirits  con- 
sumed in  England  a'k'e  produced.     The 
quantity  of  barley  and  bere-  grown  io 
Scotland  docs  not,  in  all  probability,  bear 
a  much  less  proportion  to  that  .consumed 
-in  a  similar  manner.     There  are  doubts 
less  many  pans  of  the  country  in  which 
the^-substitution  of-  a-dii&centxrojpucoiiM 
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be  attended  with  no  disadTantage,  and 
might  eventaaiiy  be  attended  with  pro* 
fit.  In  the  most  cultivated  parts  of  Scot- 
land, in  which  a  practical  knowledge 
of  agriculture  exists  in  as  great  perfection 
as  any  where,  such  a  substitution  has  been 
found  actually  to  answer,  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  although  it  may  be  deemed 
disadvantageous  to  substitute  any  other 
grain  in  the  room  of  barley,  yet  that  the 
prices  of  grain  mutually  operate  upon  each 
other,  and  that  a  rise  or  fall  in  the  price  of 
any  one  kind  must  have  a  correspondinff 
inUuence  on  the  prices  of  the  rest ;  and 
that  any  alarm  which  might  be  created  by 
this  measure  can  only  operate  prospective- 
ly as  to  next  year's  crop,  from  an  expec- 
tation that  the  same  suspension  will  again 
be  resorted  to. — ^Your  Committee  trust,  that 
on  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject  all  ap- 
prehension will  be  done  away  by  the  power 
proposed  to  be  vested  in  the  king  in  coun- 
cil*. They  are  sensible  that  they  shall  not 
have  fulfilled  the  duties  imposed  on  them 
by  the  house,  unless  theyproceed  to  consider 
every  possible  mode  of  relief  for  the  pro- 
prietors of  West  India  estates ;  and  they 
trust  that  they  shall  be  enabled  to  suggest 
measures  so  permanently  beneficial  to  that 
body,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  them 
agam  to  apply  for  the  interference  of  par- 
liament, even  should  the  present  anoma- 
lous state  of  our  foreign  relations  be  pro- 
tracted.— ^Your  Committee  are  persuaded 
that  the  permanent  adoption  of  this  mea- 
sure would  be  attended  with  great  evils  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country ;  they  feel 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  state,  that  nothing 
in  the  evidence  before  them  could  induce 
a  recommendation'  to  that  effect;  they 
conceive  that  its  firequ^nt  rcoetition  would 
be  still  more  hurtful  1  ana  nothing  but 
the  strong  case  so  clearly  made  out 
by  the  West  India  interest,  coupled  with 
the  loss  of  our  trade  with  the  countries 
from  whence  we  derived  a  great  proportion 
of  our  foreign  supply,  could  prevail  upon 
them  to  advise  even  this  slight  temporary 
interference  (guarded  as  it  is  by  the  pro- 
posed limitations)  with  an  established  sys- 
tem of  agriculture. — ^The  peculiar  situation 
of  Ireland,  the  great  difficulty  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue  on  Spirits  there,  the  ereat 
prevalence  of  illegal  distillation,  ana  the 
fear  that  this  measure,  together  with  the 
popular  preference  for  com  whiskey,  might 
mcrease  that  trade  to  an  unlimited  amount, 
and  interfere  with  any  regulations  that 
might  be  adopted  for  its  suppression,  pre- 
vent your  Committee  from  decidedly  re- 
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commending  the  extension  of 
sion  to  that  country  ;  but  the] 
means  pre^^ared  to  assert  that  % 
tions  may  not  possibly  be  lit 
render  its  adoption  there  iu  pr 
io  G.  Britain.  They  are  uium 
press  an  opinion  on  this  part  < 
tion. — Your  Committee  pres 
consideration  of  the  house  the 
that  must  be  felt  by  the  cinj^ 
and  no  part  of  it  more  than  b) 
interest,  if  some  efiicient  rer 
not  save  the  West  India  Color 
disasters  that  await  them.  W 
collected  that  this  country  ( 
them  a  net  revenue  on  sugar  oi 
annually,  besides  the  duties  o 
articles  of  their  produce  ;  th; 
off  manufactures  and  produce 
try  to  the  amount  of  6,0(X),0C 
to  which  considerations  must  I 
shipping  they  employ,  and 
bred  in  the  trade ;  and  that 
striction  taken  off  that  now 
export  of  corn  to  the  colonies 
now  import  from  hence,  to  the 
tage  of  the  British  landholdi 
chant,  a  considerable  propor 
they  now  do  from  foreign 
hoped  that  the  house  will  thin 
mittee  warranted,  under  the  \ 
cumstances  of  the  times,  in 
ing  the  suspension  of  the  use 
the  distilleries  of  G.  Britain, ; 
striction  to  the  use  of  Sugar  i 
from  the  first  of  Juljr  1808  t 
July  1 809,  accompanied  by  t 
discretionary  power  to  be  v< 
majesty. 


Second  Report  from  the  Cg 
THE  Distillation  op  Sue/ 
LASSES. — Ordered  to  be  prink 
1808. 

The  Committee  appointe 
and    report,  how  far, 
what    circumstances, 
practicable  and  exped 
fine  the  Distilleries  ol 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of 
MoLAbSCs  only  ;    and 
other  Provision  can  b 
the  Relief  of  the  Growi 
in  the  British  West 
NIBS ;  and  to  re).ort  thi 
their    Observations    ai 
thereupon,  from  time 
the  House: — ^and  wh< 
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potrered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  EviDENCB  taken  before  them  ; 

riAVE,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
house^  further  examined  the  matters  to 
them  referred  ;  and  have  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Report :  Your  Committee  after 
having  presented  their  First  Report,  lost 
no  time  in  prosecuting  the  enquiries  points 
ed  out  to  them,  in  the  order  by  which 
they-  were  constituted  ;  conceiving  that  if 
by  legislatiye  encouragement  an  increased 
consumption  of  Rum  could  be  created,  ma- 
terial relief  would  be  afibrded  to  the  plan- 
ter, enabling  him  to  diminish  the  quantity 
of  the  inferior  sugars  now  imported,  by 
converting  a  portion  of  them  into  that 
spirit^  their  first  attention  was  directed  to 
the  most  eligible  means  of  accomplishing 
this  object. — Understanding  that  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  foreign  spirits  is  carried 
on  under  the  protection  of  licences  from 
the  privy  council,  and  of  neutral  flags, 
dnd  tnat  thereby  a  great  encouragement  is 
given  to  a  staple  commodity  of  the  enemy, 
while  a  proportionate  discouragement  is 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  consumption  of 
West  India  rum,  your  Committee  called 
before^ihem  teveral  persons  concerned  in 
the  continental  trade,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain the  fact,  and  to  learn  the  ttianner 
in  which  the  traffic  is  carried  oil ;  and 
also  two  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
boards  of  customs  and  excise,  fully  capable 
of  informing  them,  whether  any  loSs  vrould 
accrue  to  the  revenue  by  prohibiting  or 
iiscouiraging  the  importation  of  foreign 
spirits  in  future ;  and  how  that  loss  mi^t 
be  compensated,  should  any  such  be  ex- 
pected to  arise. — It  appears,  that  foreign 
brandy  and  geneva  are  among  the  enume- 
rated articles,,  the  importation  of  which  is 
permitted  by  the  general  war-order  of  the 
king  in  council.  The  expences  of  freight 
and  insurance  however  are  too  heavy,  and 
the  risk  of  seizure  by 'Our  cruizers,  and  con- 
demnation in  our  prize  courts,  is  too  great 
to  allow  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with 
any  prospect  of  advantage  under  the  au- 
thority of  such  a  general  order.  The 
merchants  of  this  country  therefore  apply 
to  the  privy  council  for  particulai*  licen- 
ces ;  which  being  granted,  neutral  vessels 
are  chartered,  by  which  under  thepe  licen- 
ces a  ttade  is  securely  carried  on,  which 
Otherwise  would  not  exist.  The  ships 
proceed  m  ballast  for  the  hostile  port, 
taking  with  them  neither  British  manufac- 
tures nor  colonial  produce,  which  would 
render  them  liable  to  confiscation.  They 
bring  back,  foreign  spirits,  wine,  and  fruit. 


but  neither  raw  «ilk,  nur  any  other  ar^cie 
useful  to  the  Britisli  manufiictnrer.  Tliose 
cargoes  are  chiefly  paid  for  by  bills  of  ex* 
change.  As  this  trade  aflbnls  great  en- 
couragement to  one  of  the  chief  staples  of 
the  enemy»  without  promoting  in  the  smal- 
lest degree  the  welfare  of  tne  riiipping,. 
manufacturing)  or  colonial  interests  of  this 
country,  it  is  evidently  the  policy>  as  we 
are  led  to  believe  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
French  government,  to  connive  at  its  con- 
tinuance, and  to  protect  it.  The  smind 
policy  of  this  country  would  seem  to  re«* 
quire  the  prohibition  or  discouragement  of 
a  trade,  in  which  the  advantage  is  reaped 
by  the  enemy ;  particularly  as  by  so  doing 
the  produce  of  our  own  colonies,  and.  api^^ 
riu  ilie  manufiurture  of  our  own  coontry^ 
Would  replace  those  so  withdrawn  &fna 
the  market.— It  appears  that  the  quantity 
of  foreiern  spirits  for  which  duty  waa  paid 
in  the  last  year,  was  f, 101, 187  gallons^ 
and  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  duty  was 
1>S36,973/.  The  duty  of  customs  and 
excise  per  gallon,  on  fbraign  spirits  H 
i6«.  If^. ;  on  rum,  ]  Is.  2f<f.  an4  the  ex^ 
cise  duty  on  British  spiritsi  elolusive  of 
the  malt  duty^  is  7^.  ll|i.  It  would  aecni 
that  a  bare  substitution  of  a  contonaption 
of  the  same  quantity  of  spirits  at  a  loWer 
duty,  would  occasion  a  certain  loss  to  the 
revenue.  Mr.  Jacksoil  calculates  that  lost 
at  786,0001.  per  annum  ;  andpresoming 
only  on  a  bare  substitution  of  quantity> 
thinks)  that  in  order  to  prevent  anydeficit^ 
and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  the  pre^ 
sent  diflference  between  the  duties  on  rum 
and  British  spirits,  an  addition  of  2«.  ^d. 
pet  gallon  on  each  of  thete  articles  would 
be  required*  But  such  additional  duty>  in 
the  opinion  of  yo^r  Committee,  could  not 
be  imposed  without  Considerable  danger  of 
permanently  diminishing  the  consumption 
of  those  articles.  As  the  AavoUr  of  foteign 
g^eva  IS  wrell  imitated  in  this  coulbtry^ 
tod  as  Brandy  can  be  made  stn»igly  re-* 
sembling  the  foreign  spirits  it  is  impossible 
to  believe  that  rum  alone  would  be  substi* 
tuted  in  the  rootn  of  any  quantity  of  those 
spirits,  which  th#  rec60imendation  of  this 
report  might  withdraw  fVom  the  market. 
Should  the  cons^nnption  of  rani  however 
be  increased  by  the  atnount  of  oMnthird 
of  the  fbreign  spirits  Whith  paid  duty  last 
y^Ar,  that  increase  would  rls«  to  700,000 
gallons.  The  advantage  galn^  by  th« 
We^  Indian  interest  would  not  stop  liere  ; 
as  a  demand  fbr  an  additional  quantity  ^ 
British  brandy  would  create  a  market  for 
a  proportionate  Quantity  of  Mgltf  and 
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lasiMy  tJios^  being  the  materials  from 
which  tb^  be^t  imitatioo  of  foreign  bran- 
4y  can  be  produced.  It  is  proper  tD 
nentioii,  that  the  pbsent  embargo  in  the 

Crts  of  the  United  States  fvill  throw  a 
ge  quantity  of  Rum  on  the  market  of 
tha  ipotber  country,  which  afiords  an  ad- 
ijitional  inducement  to  your  Committee  to 
fe(:oaMaend  any  gi^asure  likely  to  increa^ 
4he  home  consumption  of  that  spirit.^--The 
ire-exportatiop  frpm  this  country  of  the 
Srandy  brought  in  on  license,  is  not  con- 
fider^le;    tne  north  of  £urope    being 
^hieiSly  fi^Ued  by  the  pri^e  spirits.    JNo 
4uty  is  retained  on  the  re-export  to  £iurope 
except  the  war  duty  of  12  and  |  per-cent. 
mi  the  c\|stoms,  or  about  U  per  gallon ; 
to  which  th^  act  enforcing  tne  late  Orders 
jo  CouBpil  has  added  a  duty  pf  Sd.  per 
^^Uoii.    l^  sofne  instances  it  may  be  ex- 
p(urted  duty  free.    This  trade  has  e(\joVed 
tjipfe  adyaotages  onl^  since  the  introduce 
tfen  pf  the  wanebou^mg  system ;  an,  be- 
fpi-^  that  period,  ^uja>  alone  could  b^  ex- 
ported without  duty  ;  the  consequence  is, 
|b^  ^jum  must  have  lost  what  the  other 
fpirit  gained  in  the  export  trade. — ^Tbe 
^i^ost  omriona  mode  of  preyenting  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  £[>reign  spirits,  would 
b^  by  a  law  of  direct  prohibition.    Mr. 
Fnswjn  statesr  that  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
venting smuggling  would  not  be  rendered 
^eatnr  than  at  present,  even  by  a  total 
prohibition  of  the  trade ;  and  Mr.  Jack- 
apE  thinks  that  the  contraband' trade  might 
1^    more  e0ectually  checked   under    a 
change  of  system,  than  by  adhering  to 
the   present  mode  of  granting  licences 
vnd  impofliag  hish  duties.    But  in  case  it 
vbottld  be  deemed  more  expedient  to  adopt 
th0  IPode  of  laying  on  an  high  additional 
dnty*  ^  ceyenue  mi£[bt  re/(;eiye  its  com- 
penaa^ioo  lor  the  diminished  consumption 
9f  for#ig^  spirita,  in  part  by  the  increased 
^onsomption  of  Brititih-made  or  colonial 
spirits  which  at  a  lower  price  would  more 
ipanipeplnce  the  quantity  of  that  diminish- 
ed importation,  and  iu  part  by  the  increased 
^aguonntof  tbedutyon  thatreducedquantity 
ff  ft»r#if n  apirito,  which  would  even  under 
tbeae  piromnstances  continue  to  b^  con- 
mnifsd.    j^ctjo^^  by  these  considerations, 
yimr  jCommiUe^  recommend,  either  that 
t^  ipyoftation  and  use  of  foreign  spirits 

tjM  \^  pvohibiUd  during  the  war,  or 
t  ll^4llties  of  enstoin  and  e;9;cise  on  all 
r '  ^ed  should  J^  greatly  in- 

i  latter  case,  they  also 
'  Jbe  highly  expedient 
their  re^^xpprtauw 


tp  any  part  of  the  world. — Y^ 

tee  conceiving  that  the  greates 

ment  which  could  be  given 

sumption  of  Aum,  womM  be  to 

duties  on  that  article  and  Bi 

examined  several  witnesBes  wi 

ascertain  the  probable  elfecti 

measure.    The  evidence  shev 

great  relief  would  thus  be  aft 

planter;  but  it  is  objected,  on 

the  distillera,  that  they  could  r 

competition,  and  that  materi 

not  entire  ruin  to  their  tradi 

the  consequ^ce.     If  so,  perm 

would  also  be  done  to  the  mark 

which  is  now  aftord^d  by  the 

Your  Committee  therefore  refi 

commending  the  equalization  < 

on  Rum  and  British  spirits,  U. 

deration  of  the  house. — ^Your 

are  proceeding  in  the  examinai 

matters,  which  they  conceive  to 

in  the  order  of  the  house,  and 

enabled  shortly  to  lay  a  thirc 

your  table.    They  are  inducec 

this  report  separately,  not  onh 

relates  to  a  separate  and  disti 

but  also,  that  no  time  may  be 

ing  upon  the  recommendation  c 

it. 


TpiRB  Repoht  raoM  the  €oi 
THE  Distillation  of  Sugai 
LASSES. — Ortiered  io  Uprmtct 
1808. 

The  Committee  appointed 
and  report,  how  far, 
what    circumstances,    i 
practicable  and  expedie 
tone  the  Distilleries  of 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of 
Molasses  only ,    and 
other  Provision  can  be 
the  Relief  of  the  Growei 
in  the  British  West  h 
viEfi  'f  and  to  report  the 
their  Observations    and 
thereupon,  from  time  t< 
the  House  : — and  who 
powered  to  report  the  IS 
the  Evidence  taken  befor 

HaVE^  pursuant  to  the  Oiti 

House>  funher  examined  the  I 
them  referred  ;  and  have  coi: 
follofi'ing  Report: 

IN  the  further  consideration 
tensive  sul^t  referred  to  your  C 
it  has  fippeared  Uf  ihwxt  th^t  in 
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of  a  discontinaance  of  the  embargo  at 
present  imposed  by  the  U.  States  of  Ame* 
rica,  material  rehef  might  be  aifbrded  to 
the  West  India  Colonies,  by  ^me  relaxa- 
tion of  the  restrictions  to  which  their  trade 
with  that  country  is  at  present  subjected. 
This  trade  is,  under  certain  limitations, 
permitted  by  law,  and  appears  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  for  securing  to  the  is- 
lands, during  war,  regular  and  adequate  sup- 
ply of  provisions  ana  lumber,  by  which  lat- 
ter term  is  meant,  the  various  descriptions 
of  timber  used  for  buildings  and  packages 
for  produce.    By  far  the  greatest  portion 
of  these  supplies  has  been  hitherto  imported 
in  American  vessels,  and  paid  for  partly  in 
rum  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  molasses 
(the  only  articles  of  their  growth  which 
the  colonists  are  allowed  to  barter),  and 
partly  in  specie  and  bills  of  exchange. 
The  latter  mode  of  payment  is  greatly  pre- 
ferred by  the  Americans,  who  generally 
insist  upon  it,  and  will  dispose  of  their 
cargoes  at  a  considerably  less  price  when 
it  can  be  obtained.    The  West  Indies  are 
as  solicitous  to  barter,  and  are  often  obliged 
to  press  their  nim  and  molasses  on  the 
American  merchant  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage, in  order  to  get  the  articles  off  their 
hands,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  selling 
produce  in  the  Islands  at  a  losing  price  to 
raise  money  for  their  purchases.     It  ap- 
pears however  in  eviqence  before  your 
Committee,  that  not  above  one-third  oi*the 
supplies  imported  from  America  are  paid 
for  in  this  manner. — ^The  cause  of  the  pre- 
ference thus  shewn  by  the  merchants  of 
the  U.  States  to  amode  of  payment  so  dis- 
tressing to  the  other  party,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  limited  demand  for  rum  a^d  mo- 
lasses, as  compared  with  the  value  of  the 
articles  imported,  and  in  the  advantage 
which  money  and  bills  of  exchange  aflbrd 
in  the  um-estrained  intercourse  which  they 
are  allowed  to  carry  on  with  the  enemy  s 
colonies. ,  It  has  been  their  practice  to 
sail  thither  with  the  money  of  which  they 
have  drained  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
to  purchase  with  it  sugar^  molasses,  and 
coffee,  to  return  with  these  articles  to  their 
own  country,  and  then  to  export  the  sur- 
plus, beyond  the  demand  of  the  American 
market,  to  every  part  of  the  continent  of 
Europe.    One  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  British  colonist  is  to  be  traced  to 
this  source.     His  produce,  loaded  with  war 
chai'ges,   has  bee^!  brought   home   to    a 
glutted  market,  there  to  be  sold  at  low 
prices,  while  the  produce  of  the  enemy, 
carried  hi  neutral  bottoms^  at  expences 


little  exceeding  the  ordinary  chai^ges  of 
peace,  has  securely  reached  the  continental 
market,  supplanting  thereby  the  finglidi 
trader  who  cotild  not  stand  the  competition, 
under  the  complicated  di^dvan^es  at- 
tending his  traffic.  The  free  communica- 
tion which  has  existed  between  the  Ame- 
ricans and  the  enemy's  colonies  has  ena« 
bled  the  latter  to  procure  their  necessary 
supplies  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  tbey 
can  be  obtained  at  in  our  ^islands.  The 
truth  of  this  assertion  is  proved  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  comparative  prices  of  lumber 
and  provisions  in  Martinique  and  Trinidad, 

given  in  evidence  by  Mr.  Marryat,  and 
y  an  account  delivered  in  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn,  of  the  prices  of  the  same  articles  in 
the  island  of  Jamacia. — ^It  alppears  by  the 
Evidence  contained  in  the  Appendix,  and 
seems  naturally  to  follow  from  the  above 
statement,  that  a  permission   to    barter 
sugar  and  coffee,  as  well  as  rum  and  mo- 
lasses, for  the  lumber  and  jprovisions  im- 
ported in  neutral  bottoms,  if  coupled  with 
the  adoption  of  measures  of  encreased 
rigour,  with    regard    to    the    commerce 
carried  on  by  the  enemy's  islands,  would 
efiectually  relieve  the  planter  from  the 
evils  he  now  so  justly  complains  of.    He 
would  not  only  be  freed  from  the  inconve- 
niences that  flow  from  the  restrictions  im- 
posed on  his  trade,  and  the  immediate 
losses  thus  brought  upon  him,  but  what  is 
of  paramount  importance,  a  new  market 
would  be  opened,  which  would  annually 
take  off  a  great  portion  of  that  produce, 
the  forced  accumulation  of  which  in  the 
market  of  the  mother  country  he  has  so 
grievously  felt.  •  Your  Committee  cannot 
too  strongly  press  upon  the  attention  of 
the  house  the  advantages  that  woiild  'be 
derived  by  the  West  Indian  proprietors 
from  the  opening  of  such  an  ouiliet  for  the 
chief  articles  as  their  produce.      Such  a 
system  is  peculiarly  calculated  to  diminish 
the   distresses  under' which    the   British 
planters    at    present    labour.      It  would 
relieve  the  home  market,  and  would  mate- 
rially tend  to  substitute,  ^h  consumption, 
the  productions  of  the  British  for  those  of 
the  French  colonies. — AlUiough  the  per- 
mission to  barter  sugar  and  coflee,  in  ex- 
change for  lumber  and  provisions,  would 
be  productive  of  advantage,  even  if  unac- 
companied by  the  other  measures  to  which 
your  Committee  have  alluded,  they  cannot 
hofpe,  that  it  would  be.  followed  by  'any 
very  extensive  benefits,  unless  sonie  fur- 
ther check  should  be  imposed  on  the  inter- 
course between  the  U.  States  and  the  ene- 
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ny's  poMeMioDs.  That  intercmme  which 
originated  in  the  naval  inferiority  of 
France^  has  been  productive  of  so  many 
advantages  to  the  Americans,  that,  while 
it  continues  to  subsist,  they  will  not  be  in- 
duced to  abandon  the  profitable  practice 
of  draining  our  islands  of  specie  m  order 
to  purchase  at  an  advantage  foreign  colo- 
nial produce.  A  recurrence,  however,  to 
the  rule  of  the  war  of  175(>,  or  a  blockade 
general  or  partial  of  the  hostile  colonies, 
would  materially  alter  the  case.  Upder 
such  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  the  interruption  of  their  traffic  with 
the  French  islands  would  compel  them  to 
resort  to  the  British  colonies,  and  a  trade 
advantageous  to  the  enemy  would  be  suc- 
ceeded by  one  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  this  kmgdom. — ^Yoor  Committee  felt  it 
to  be  their  doty  to  enquire  into  the  m^hner 
in  which  a  permission  to  barter  the  above- 
mentioned  articles  with  neutrals  might 
afiect  his  majesty's  North  American  colo- 
nies and  the  sihipping  interest  of  this  coun- 
try#     Most  of  the  objections  that  were 

Cressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
y  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  apply  to  the  ex- 
istence of  any  intercourse  whatever  be- 
tween the  British  West  Indies  and  the  U. 
States  in  neutral   bottoms.     As  such  an 
intercourse,  established  by  law^  actually 
exists,  your  Committee  telt  themselves  pre- 
cluded from  entering  on  that  extensive 
and  important  subject  of  investigation. 
They  did  not  conceive  it  to^  submitted 
to  them  by  the  house,  and  they  felt  that 
to  report  upon  it  would  be  to  exceed  the 
limits  of  their  instructidns.    They  did  not, 
however,  refuse  to  admit  on  their  minutes 
tome  answers  perhaps  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  matter  of  their  enquiry,  as  these 
answers  were  earnestly  and   repeatedly 
pressed  by  those  who  gave  them,  as  being 
of  importance  to  the  interests  with  which 
they  are  connected.    It  has  been  objected, 
that  the  permission  will  operate  as  a  dis- 
couragement to  the  produce  and  commerce 
ofonr  North  American  colonies,  by  giving 
a  greater  stability  to  an  intercourse,  the 
existence  of  which  is  stated  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  their  welfare ;  and  that  it  will 
injure  the  shipping  interest,  by  afibrding 
a  strong  temptation  to  the  continued  em- 
ployment of  neutral  vessels  in  a  trade,  to 
a  participation  in  which  it  is  asserted  they 
never  ought  to  have  been  admitted.     It  is 
urged*  timt  these  eflects  are  likely  to  fbl- 
thoQgh  the  quantity  of  sugar  and 
Jbatsportad  from  the  ialaadi 


^  Sugar  ofid  Mckua, 

shoold    be    strictly   confine< 

barter  for  the  value  of  the 

provisions  received  from  the  U 

Your  Committee  beg  'leave 

that  a  variation  in  the  mode 

cannot  thus  aflect  either  the 

the  shipping  interests  of  the  kir 

intercourse  is  actually  permitt 

the  Islands  and  the   United 

which  the  former  have  been 

nished  with  the  lumber  am 

they  required;    and  a  referc 

evidence  of  Mr.  Lyon  will  she 

a  quantity  of  the  supplies  hav 

cured  from  his  majestyli  North 

possessions,  or  have  been  iropo 

ish  shipping.    It  is  presumed  j 

the  war  at  least,  there  exists  i 

on  the  part  of  the  British  gov 

disturbing  this  connection.    Tl 

variation  in  the  mode  of  pay 

amount  be  restricted  within  tl 

mere  exchange,  and  the  export 

cles  be  confined  to  the  vessels  I: 

supplies,  cannot  increase  the 

neutral  shipping,  or  material!}; 

the  cultivation  of  our  possess: 

continent  of  America.      8hoi 

partially  have  these  eflects,  !< 

possible  advantages  on  the  o 

set  against  the  utmost  extent  o 

bended  loss  on  the  other,  an< 

ceived  that  the  house  will  ha 

culty  in  forming  its  judgment. 

shipping  interest,  it  is  obvious  t 

diminution  of  the  cultivatio 

Islands  would  be  of  the  grea 

while  a  measure  tending  to  pre 

redaction  must  be  of  the  grea 

in  as  far  as  it  must  leave  thei 

the  continuance  of  their  outi/i'; 

undiminished,  and    secure  tc 

whole  of  the  homeward  frei| 

event  of  a  return  of  peace.- 

view  your  Committee  have  t 

whole  of  the  question  under 

deration,  they  cannot  but  earn< 

mend  to  the  house  the  expedit 

mitting  the  proprietors  of  W< 

totes  to  barter  sugar  and  coife 

rum  and  molasses,  tor  the  luml 

visions  imported  in  neutral  ve 

the  war.    Should  no  objectioni 

of  considerations  of  general 

which  it  is  not  within  the  prov 

Committee  to  give  any  opini 

prevent  the  adoption  of  strong 

to  interrupt  the  intercourse  I 

enemy's  colonies  and  the  Ui 

your  Committee  would  reco 
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iBcourso  dumld  be  )ia4  to  seme  «uob  sys- 
^m.  Such  a  change  in  qut  policy  wo«kl 
produc?  i\^  greatest  bei^afi^  4q  our  oirfo- 
niea^.and  would  transfer  to  them  the  ad- 
Tantages  which  the  war  has  hitherto  pro* 
cured  for  those  of  the  en^my. 


BK 


9oiTvra  %£pOET  inen  nn  ComnrTEs  on 

THX  Distillation  of  Sugar  and  Mo- 
lasses, &c. — Ordered  to  he  prnUed  22d 
June,  1808. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire^ 
and  report,  how  far,  and  mider 
what  Circumstances, ,  it  may  be 
/practicable  and  expedient  to  con- 
fine the  Distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Sugar  and 
Molasses  only;  and  also  what 
other  Provision  can  be  made  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Grower^  of  Sugar 
in  the  British  West  India  Colo- 
nies ;  and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  Observations  and  Opinion 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  House  ; — and  who  were  em- 
powered to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  takep  before  them  ; — 

Have,  puvsuant  te  the  Order  of  the 
House,  further  examined  the  mattei-s  to 
them  referred ;  and  have  agreed  to  the 
following  Report : 

YOUR  Committee  next  proceeded  to  en- 
quire whether  any  and  what  Relief  might  be 
agbrded  to  the  colonies,  by  reducing  the 
prohibitory  duty  on  the  importation  of 
refined  sugM*,  to  a  duty  which  should  be 
merely  equivelent  to  that  on  raw  sugar.-^ 
b  may  be  proper  to  premiae,  that  there  is 
a  process  called  ckiyisg,  which  does  not 
subjeot  the  sugar  to  the  prohibitory  duty, 
apd  makes  it  liable  cHily  to  an  additionai 
dnty  of  4s.  per  cwt.,  which  is  not  more 
than  proportionate  to  its  additional  value. 
This  is,  however,  not  what  is  meant  by 
refined,  which  i«,  properly  speaking,  sugar 
that  \m  ]andergooe  tohitioii,  and  a  fresh 
granulation,  and  such  augar  is  charged 
with  a  ditty  of.  B/.  8«.  per  cwt. ;  wki4sk 
acta  as  an  abAolute  prohibition  of  its  'uar- 
pprt'^Tbe  advaatages  which  the  planter 
would  derive  from  r efintog  hissugar,  before 
he  imports  it.  Are  tbese  r-r^First,  The  im- 
ipen^e  loes  would  be  avoided  which  novf 
arises  from  drainage  in  the  passage, 
9iiMMUitif)g  to  nearly  one-eightb  of  /the 
whel^*  {ws  loss  to  .the  planter,  if  sugar 
be  eetims^  at  im  shipment  at  the  lov 
rate  of  8^iu  per  cwt  ifl«u»t  less  on  the  whole 
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is  indeed  alledgf  d,  that  tl^is  loss  mi||bt  he 
avoided  by  claying,  but  i(  appears  that 
the  process  of  cl^yii^g  is  not  sippUcable  to 
all  sugars,  and^  from  its  increasing  diaqse* 
it  seems  to  \^  reffarded  as  4>y  <io  means 
beneficiaU^-vAp^tner  benefit  to  the  planter 
would  ansa  from  the  great  increase  of  his 
distillery ;  for  9^^!^^,  ^^«  ^^  Wgar  refined 
would  frmiah  materia  for  the  distillatigii 
of  nearly  three  gaMe*  of  nwij  s^id  this  addi^ 
tional  distillatipp  wqmM  be  aecoenpanied 
by  no  additional  e3^penGe--^A  third  benefit 
to  be  es^pected  by  the  planter  would  be 
the  reduction  of  his  hfune  freight*     M 
present  the  shws  on  an  average  obtain 
b?trely  one^i-third  of  a  freight  out,  and  are 
therefore  obliged  (o  charge  two-thirds  ^ 
their  freight  eut  oe  Iheir  freight  J)ome. 
Should  the  refinery  t^k^  place  to  any  coi»t 
siderable  eiEtentj  there  would  be  a  Jerge 
export  of  coalii  and  etensil^.    BesidM  as 
the;  freight  bofne  i§  paid  not  o«  the  sttgar 
that  is  taken  On  bpard*  but  oa  what  ii 
landed,  it  followp  that  the  freight  of  that 
eighth  of  tb^  su£;^r  which  is  mt  on  tbe 
passage  n^pst  be  cbarged  on  the  remaiader. 
Were  this  waste  evqided^  it  is  ptHrions  that 
on  thi«  account  o#ly  the  freight  heme 
might  be  redded  Qne*eigbth,  without  loss 
to  the  shiprowper,  end  &s  would  be,  at 
the  present  rate  ef  freight,  a  saving  Ip  the 
planter  ef  abept  ^QQ^OOC/.  on  bis  whole 
import.r«rl49«t)y,  9^  beiME^t  of  m  small  im- 
portance 108^  9«i8#  ^  tbe  eeleeiee  fnom 
the  number  ef  £iiiopean^  wbieb  would  be 
wanted  in  v^iops  eapeciiies  for  tJiejrefine- 
ry ;  and  )>y  this  meen»  ¥^e«iW  be  obviated 
the  alarming  decrease  rf  white  population, 
which  t^e  pre^nt  diAtreas  of  the  coloniea 
cannot  fail  u>  fMac^lera^*    Te  this  may  be 
added,  tb?it  the  refinery  would  furniji  to 
a  consid^-*ble  number  ef  the  negroes  an 
employment   superior  to   that   of  field 
l^bonr,  and  thereby  peoiribule  t0  that 
^adation  an^ong  tbeipi  on  wbioh  their 
in^p^ovement  and.  well  being  jso  mnqh 
depend»--^To  the  shipping  i^twest  it  does 
not  appear  tbet  any  ii^^ry  epuU  powiblfr 
occur.    ]i»stead  of  a  cwt.  of  raw  ^sugar,  the 
freight  heii9«  woukl  be  '561hs.  of  refined, 
i?(2lbs.pf  b^sta^  svg9r,aAd  three  gaU/>f  rem^ 
wl^ifch  if  at  lea^te^nifialpnt-rr-Wiril  regard 
to  tbf  Seirenup,  it  is  elpar  thet  if  the  duty 
laid  on  tbp  rpfieed  sugar  and  the  bastani 
should  e^ual  in  ae^et  th^t  of  the  raw 
sugar  which  produced  it,  no  loss  could 
arise.    Jn  spme  other  points  of  view  the 
alteration  wovW  be  beneficial  to  the  reve^ 
ni^p,    The  yw9#te  <being  a^oided^  a  greeter 
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^anttty  would  wtrtwe,  and  arrititg  at  no 
addittoaai  expellee^  it  fiiight  be  anorded 
cheaper.  The  consumption  thereby  mro- 
motedi  the  d  uties  must  also  increase.  The 
revenue  would  also  gain  in  another  way. 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  prevent 
the  molasses  produced  in  the  refinery 
from  getting  illegally  into  distMlation^  by 
which  the  revenue  is  materially  iiyured. 
No  such  consequenoe  could  result  from 
molasses  produced  in  the  West  Indies*  as 
the  article  is  not  of  sufficient  value  to  pay 
the  charge  of  importation«^-4t  has  been' 
observed^  that  the  planter  loses  dfte'-^iglTlfi 
of  his  produce ;  one-eighth  of  his  capital 
may  therefore  be  regarded  as  unproduc- 
tive. The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
ahipping ;  being  obliged  to  take  on  board 
a  quantity  of  8ugar»  equal  to  one-eigbth, 
which  does  not  arrive,  it  follows  that  one- 
0  w:«ighth  of  the  West  India  shipping  is  also 
unproductive.  Capital,  under  such  cir- 
€umstances»  not  only  detracts  from  the 
uicO)||^e  of  individuals,  but  is  so  much  loss 
eTnational  stock ;  and  in  this  light  must 
bj.ram^ded  the  two  sums  before  Btated> 
making  an  aggregate  loss  to  individuals 
and  to  the  nation  of  900,000/.  annually. — 
It  is  next  to  be  considered,  what  e€ect 
SDch  alteration  of  the  duty  Would  have  on 
the  domeatit  refinery,  for  encouragement 
of  which  it  Was  obviously  first  imposed. 
In  as  far  as  the  colonial  r^nery  might  Mb 
promoted  by  such  alteration,  there  can 
oe  no  doubt  but  the  domestic  refinery 
must  decrease ;  and  if  this  effect  were  ex* 
tensive  and  immediate,  the  greatdlHspiry 
could  net  fail  to  arise  to  those,  who,  on  the 
ftith  of  existing  laws,  had  embarked  their 
capitals  in  these  ettablishinents. — ^Preeum* 
ing  that  the  house  would  not  entertain  a 
measure  which  could  have  such  an  effect, 
vrithout  at  the  same  time  entertaining  a 
consideration  of  compensation  to  the  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  injured  by  it»  yo«tr 
Committee  thought  it  incumbeiit  on  them 
to  make  enquiry  as  to  the  amount  of  these 
capitals  and  the  nature  of  their  investment 
•^t  is  stated  that  there  were,  two  years 
ago,  364  refining  Pans  in  employ  in  Lon- 
don alone,  but  that  70  of  these  are  now 
out  of  employ.  The  number  of  pans  in 
other  parts  of  the  United  Empire  are  sup- 
posed to  be  240,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
an  equal  proportion  of  these,  viz.  46, 
are  from  the  same  causes  now  unemployed . 
Xhe  total  then  would  be  488  pans  in  em- 
'  110  out  of  employ.— The  capita} 
*  gpan  is  stated  to  be  3,000/. 
are  allotted  to  the 


buildibgs,  and  otoe4hird  to  t 
To  keep  a  pan  at  work,  a  fur 
of  a/KK)/.  in  London»  and  a  la 
the  out^pcHTts,  is  requisite  for  t 
of  sugar,  and  to  discharge  the 
pences.  But  this  latter  capit 
come  into  the  present  view, 
not  be  engaged  were  the  refii: 
Allowing  the  3,000/.  for  et 
would  amount  to  1,464,000/.  f< 
are  in  employ,  and  348,000 
which  are  out  of  employ. 
»4|ptter  capital  may  perhaps  at 
Become  again  productive,  it  ^ 
be  reasonable  to  allow  for  it 
werenso  at  present,  and  perh 
value  only  might  be  consider 
to  depreciation.  This  dedui 
leave  the  total  of  the  buiklingi 
subjected  to  loss  at  1,638,000/ 
not  however  be  total  loss,  for  : 
buildings  would  be  convertil 
purposes,  and  of  all  the  site  ai 
would  retain  their  value,  ne 
the  utensils  be  entirely  lost, 
of  this  nature  cannot  be  expeci 
act,  but  it  is  perhaps  not  wide 
to  say,  that  the  total  eventual 
be  one-half  of  their  cost,  or 
Your  Committee  thought  it  rig 
to  the  house  the  extreme  case^ 
shew  that  even  the  extreme  ca 
occasion  a  loss  equal  to  that  y 
annually  in  the  present  systeiK 
tremity  coold^  however,  ha 
Your  Committee  have  alread 
that  in  a  matter  so  new,  it  is  ii 
say  what  difficulties  might  ar 
to  obstruct  the  progress  of  re{ 
West  Indies.  At  any  rate  it 
that  from  want  of  capital  thei 
giresB  would  be  very  gradual,  ] 
colonial  refinery  would  at  last 
to  such  sugars  as  are  exposed  t 
eat  waste  in  the  passage,  and  ^ 
to  pay  their  fireight  in  a  raw  s 
it  may  be  supposed  that  ultj 
above  one-half  of  the  domesti 
would  be  superseded  by  those 
Indies  ;  and  therefore  not  abo 
above-mentioned  injury  couh 
even  this  would  be  rendered 
being  gradual,  and  in  great  pai 
So  much  however  i^certain,  tl 
as  themi^asur&  .sE3L  produce 
that  effect  wtirbe  hi^ly  bene 
planter  and  the  nation,  and  thi 
fits  arisnig  fh>m  itj  will  furnish 
for  compensating  any  injury  t 
produce.    On  the  other  hand^ 
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refinery  not  lacceed  in  the  West  Indiet»  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  from  an  nnsac^ 
ceasfal  speculation^  any  seriooB  injury  could 
arise  to  the  refiners  of  this  country.— In 
the  course  of  their  enquiries,  it  has  ap- 
peared obrious  to  your  Committee,  that 
effectual  relief  to  tM  West  Indian  colonies 
Was  only  to  be  expected  in  one  of  the 
three  following  ways :  a  change  of  their 
staple  commodity,  Sugar,  for  some  more 
lucrative  produce ;  a  reduction  of  the  ex- 
pences  attending  its  cultivation  and  sale  ; 
or  an  advance  of  price,  whether  a£bcted 
by  an  increase  of  the  demand  or  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  supply.    The  fii*8t  of  these 
modes  has  been  represented  as  impracti- 
cable, and  if  it  be  practicable,  it  could  not 
be  effected  to  so  great   an  extent,  and 
within  so  short  a  time,  as  to  prevent  the 
ruin  of  a  great  proportion  of  West  Indian 
proprietors.  .  Difficulties  nearly  equal  have 
Been  alledsed  to  exist,  in  the  way  of  an 
efficient  reduction  of  the  expence  attend- 
ing the  cultivation  and  sale  of  colonial 
produce;    and  against  opening  new  mar- 
icets  in  any  of  the  modes  nitherto  proposed, 
a  pertinacioAis  struggle  has  been  maintained 
by.difierent  parties,  each  of  them  respec- 
tively jealous  of  the  alterations  suggested 
in  thie  present  system,  as  likely  to  be  in- 
jurious to  their  particular  interests.    As  to 
a  diminution  of  the  supply,  it  could  not  be 
.  effected  without  loss,  except  by  the  dis- 
covery of  some  profitable  moae  of  em- 
ploying the  labour  of  the  negroes,  which 
(as  is  above  stated)  has  not  yet  been  de- 
vised ;  and  this  object,  even  if  it  had  been 
otherwise  ■  attainable,  must  have  been  de- 
feated by  the  great  increase  of  colonial 
produce  created  by  our  recent  conquests. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  your  Commit- 
tee could  not  but  favourably  entertain  the 
consideration  of  a  plan    for  employing 
augar  in  fattening  cattle.    The  advantages 
of  this  scheme,  supposing  the  success  to  be 
but  moderately  answerable  to  the  expec- 
'  tations  formed,  are  obvious  and  peculiar ; 
the  relief  it  ofifers  would  be  of  the  most 
desirable  kind,  that  of  opening  a  new  source 
of  consumption; — ^within  ourselves,  and 
therefore   independant  of  external  acci- 
dents, or  war ;  not  interfering  with  the  in- 
terest of  any  body  of  men  whatever ;  ex- 
tensive in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which 
it  should  prove  beneficial  to  those  great 
classes,  the  feeders  and  cqpsumers  of  cat- 
tle ;   and  on  the  fevourable  supposition  of 
eminent  success,  it  would  be  attended  with 
this  especial  advantage,  that  whatever  in- 
c^ase  of  the  price  of  sugar  ii&igbt  be  oc- 


casioned by  the  increased  coosomption 
from  this  cause,  the  burthen  would  fall 
generally  on  the  whole  country,  and  might 
perhaps  be  even  compensated  by  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  cattle,  arising  from  the 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  feeding  them. 
The  positive  evidence  in  favour  of  this 
plan  canndt  be  stated  as  very  strong ;  nor 
indeed  could  such  be  expected,  while  the 
public  attention  has  not  been  immediately 
called  to  the  subject,  and    experiments 
have  been  so  discouraged  by  the  cost  of 
the  material,  as  to  prevent  their  having 
been  tried  to  any  satisfactory  extent,  or  in 
si^cient  variety  to  asceitain  accurately 
either  the  absolute  or  the  comparative  ad- 
vantage of  the  practice.    A  nearly  univer- 
sal current  of  opinion  may  however  be 
alledged  in  support  of  it ;  nor  wonld  it  be 
difficult  to  produce  high  commendatory 
authorities  from  writers  upon  the .  subject 
of  aliment  in  almost  every  country,  with 
which  the  observations  of  the  best  inform- 
ed colonists  entirely  agree.    The  apparent 
results  from  the  evidence  of  an  honourable 
member  of  this  house  appear  discouraging; 
but  it  does  not  seem  impossible  to  account 
for  them,  without  concluding  a^inst  the 
general  efiect  of  sugar  given  in  larger 
quantities  and  in  a  less  diluted  form.    £x- 
{>eriments,  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove 
more  decisive,  are  about  to  be  instituted. 
A  however  it  is  evident,  that  even  the 
present  price  of  sugar,  swelled  as  it  is  by 
the  duty,  must  prove  an  insuperable  bar 
to  its  adoption  for  this  purpose,  your  Com- 
mittee thought  it  adviseable  to  enquire 
into  the  possibility  of  admitting  a  draw- 
back, to  be  received  on  all  so  employed, 
without  risk  to  the  present  revenue,  which 
appears  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Frewin  to 
form  the  only  ground  of  doubt  concerning 
the  allowance. — ^On  private    application, 
Mr.  Parkes,  a  very  intelligent  practical 
chemist,  took  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion, and  in  a  manner  very  creditable  to 
his  public  spirit,  undertook  a  course  of  ex- 
periments, and  has  detailed  in  a  very  clear 
and  able  paper  (which  will  be  found  in  his 
evidence)  several  substances,  which  appear 
capable  of  being  so  united  with  sugar,  as  to 
prevent  its  being  again  used  either  for 
common  economical  purposes,  or  in  wash 
for  distillation,  and  from  which  it  cannot 
be  again  separated  without  very  considera- 
ble skill,  difficulty,  and  expence,  at  the 
same  time,  not  injur in<y,  as  is  supposed,  its 
nutritive   qualities. — That  those  experi- 
ments are  however  absolutely  conclusive, 
or  of  themselves  form  a  sufficient  baaia  for 
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a  legislative  provision,   your  Committee 
mean  not  to  affirm,  and  therefore  do  not 
at   present   recommend    the    indulgence 
alluded  to ;  but  they  regard  the  magni- 
tude of  the  subject^  and  the  prospect  of 
success,  as  sufficient  to  justify  their  having 
entered  on  the  enquiry,  and  to  warrant 
their  hope,  that  before  the  next  session  of 
parliament  it  may  be  prosecuted  with  such 
diUgence  and  zeal  as  completely  to  deve- 
lope   the    truth. — ^Your    Committee    are 
aware,  that  rlclief  to  the  growers  of  sugar 
has  been  looked  for  and  solicited  in  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  paid  on  the  British 
consumption  of  that  article.     Upon  this 
subject  it  has  not  been  judged  necessary 
to  collect  specific  evidence.     It  is  suffi- 
ciently obvious,  that  the  duty  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  ought  to  be  so  proportioned  as 
to  fall  entirely  upon  the  consumer,  whereas 
it  is  certain,  that  for  some  years  past,  the 
tax  on  sugar  has  been  borne,  not  by  the 
consumer,  but  by  the  cultivator.     It   is 
ei|ua11y  certain,  that  excessive  duties  are 
apt  to  check  consumption.     If  a  quantity 
of  sugar,  considerably  exceeding  the  aver- 
age ordinary  quantity  consumed  in  the 
united  kingdom,  could,  at  a  reduced  price, 
be  forced  into  consumption,  the  revenue, 
in  effecting  that  object  by  lowering  the 
rate  of  duty,  might  find  a  compensation  in 
the  extension  ofthatduty  to  the  additional 
consumption.     But  the  planter,  it  is  evi- 
dent  under    his    present    circumstances, 
however  desirable  the  object  may  be  to 
him,  is  unable  to  bear  that  it  should  be  ac- 
complished at  his  expence,  for  even  now 
receiving  no  return'of  profit  by  the  present 
price,  the  only  expedient  in  his  power 
would  be  to  reduce  in  a  ruinous  manner 
his  cultivation  to  that  point,  which  should 
proportion  the  supply  to  the  existing  de- 
mand of  the  mother  country.     To  what 
extent  the  consumption  of  sugar  in  the 
anited   kingdom  might,  under  judicious 
encouragement,  be  carried,  must  be  matter 
of  conjecture ;  it  appears  in  the  evidence 
'before  your  Committee  to*  have  been  pro- 
'gressive,  even  under  the  heavy  accumula- 
tions of  duty,  which  it  has  sustained,  but 
more  rapidly  progressive  under  those  low 
prices  at  which,  with  much  disadvantage 
and  loss  to  the  planter,  it  has  lately  been 
sold. — ^Your  Committee  think  it  necessary 
to  state  (what  the  accounts  produced  be- 
fore them  will  fully  confirm)  that  the  cul- 
'litation  of  the  old  British  colonies  has  done 
'Skle  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  ex- 
"*nion  of  British  consumption,  and  thkt 
^'^Msive  glut  of  the  market  it  impu- 
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to  another  object  of  cultivati 

alto  tend  to  the  additional  sc 

Islands,  by  increasing  the  nu 

middling  class  of  White   s< 

h 
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whom  their  defence  so  greatly  depends. — 
Your  Committee  having  now  gone  through 
the  consideration  of  ail  the  measures  that 
have  been  suggested  to  them  in  pursuance 
of.  the  orders  of  the  house>  before  they 
close  their  final  report,  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  state,  that  nothing  has  occurred 
since  their  appointment  which  hasopetaed 


the  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the    tions  of  that  Petition,  including  not  only 


situation  of  the  West  Indian  Body ;  and 
therefore  they  cannot  forbear  to  press  on 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  house  the 
several  reports  that  have  been  laid  on 
your  table. 


First  Report  from  the  Select  CoMMfr- 

TEB  ON  THE  AfFAIRS  OF  THE  EaST  InDIA 

Company. — Ordered  to   be  printed  25th 
May  1808. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  present  State  of 
the  Af&irs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  to  report  the  same,  as  it 
shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  House, 
with  their  Observations  thereupon, 
and  also  to  report  their  Proceed- 
ings from  time  to  time  to  the 
House;  and  to  whom  several  Ac- 
counts and  other  Papers  presented 
to  the  House,  respecting  the  Reve- 
nues and  Charges,  and  the  com- 
mercial Concerns  of  the  East  India 
Company ;  and  also  the  Petition 
of  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  were  severally  refer- 
red : — Have,  pursuant  to  the  Or- 
ders of  the  House  examined  the 
matters  to  them  referred,  and  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  Report. 

The  utmost  diligence  which  your  Com- 
mittee have  been  enabled  to  bestow  upon 
a  subject  of  such  extensive  detail,  as  an 
enquiry  into  "  the  present  state  of  the  Af- 
.  fairs  of  the  East  India  Company,'^  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  for  its  full  investi- 
gation within  the  period  which  has  elap- 
sed since  their  appointment,  even  if  many 
of  the  most  necessary  documents,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  Company^s  Affairs  in  India, 
had  not  been  received  so  recently  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being 
examined  with  that  degree  of  accuracy, 
care,  and  attention,  which  the  complicated 
nature,  not  less  than  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  indispensably  requires:  your 
Committee  are  still  engaged*  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  various  matters  compre- 


hended in  the  general  object  of  their  en- 
quiry, and  will  from  lime  to  time  submit 
their  observations  thereupon  to  the  house; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  Petition  w^hich 
the  Company  have  presented  to  the  house* 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  yoar  com- 
mittee, they  have  deemed  it  advisable,  ia 
the  first  instance,  to  advert  to  the  allega- 


those  which  refer  exclusively  to  the  ba- 
lance claimed  by  the  Company  as  owing 
to  them  by  the  public,  but  also  such  as  re- 
late  to  the  general  state  of  their  affairs* 
and  to  report  upon  the  same,  as  far  as  the 
progress  which  your  Committee  have  been 
enabled  to  make  in  their  enquiry,  has,  in 
their  apprehension,  justified  the  Observa« 
tions  which  they  now  oiiFer  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house. — ^Your  Committee, 
finding  it  stated  in  the  Petition  from  the 
Company,  as  one  of  the  causes  firom  which 
the  present  embarrassment  in  their  pecu« 
niary  concerns  had  arisen,  that  a  large 
balance  of  Debt  remained  due  to  them 
from  the  public,  on  account  of  various  ex* 
pences  incurred  for  expeditions  to  the 
French,  Dutch,  and  Spanish  settlements  ia 
the  Indian  seas,  and  to  Egypt,  have  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  first  instance,  on  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  Account'  between  the  pub- 
lic and  the  Company.  Your  Committee 
find,  that  in  the  report  made  by  a  former 
Committee  upon  this  subject,  on  the  26th 
day  of  June  1805,  and  now  referred  to 
your  Committee,  the  several  heads  of 
charge  upon  which  the  claims  preferred 
on  behalf  of  the  Company  were  founded, 
are  arranged  in  the  following  manner,  in 
three  Classes,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  circumstances  and  transactions  out  of 
which  they  have  respectively  arisen.  The 
first  class  composed  of  such  heads  of 
charge  as  should  fall,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  framing  that  Report,  ex- 
clusively on  the  public ;  the  second,  of 
such  as  should  be  borne  exclusively  by 
the  Company  ;  and  the  third,  consisting 
of  charges  to  be  divided  equally  between 
both  parties. — First  Class,  chargeable  to 
the  public. — *'  An  Account  of  Expences 
incurred  by  the  East  India  Company  in 
India  and  England,  for  the  intended  Expe- 
dition to  the  French  Islands,  and  for  the 
Expedition  against  and  Supplies  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  An  Account  of 
Expences  incurred  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  the  intended  Expedition  against 
Manilla.  An  Account  of  the  Expences 
incurred  by  the  East  India  Company,  for 
the  purchase  of  Vessels  for  his  miyesty's 
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navy.  Repairs  to  King's  Ships,  &c.  &c. 
An  Account  of  the  Expences  incurred  by 
the   £ast  India  Company,  by  the  capture 
of  the   Danish  Settlements  in  India,  in 
1801.     An  Account  of  the  extraordinary 
Sixpences   incurred   by  the   East    India 
Company,  by  the  Expedition  to  Egypt, 
over  and  above  the  charge  of  the  troops 
in  India.      Ceylon  balance  of  property, 
December    1801,  and   remittances  from 
India  subsequent  to  th^lt  date;  also  the 
expence  of  the  capture  of  the  said  island/' 
Second  Class,    chargeable    to  the    Com- 
pany.— ^An  Account  of  the  Expences  in- 
curred by  the  East  India  Company,  in 
consequence  of  various  captures  made  from 
the  French'  and  Dutch,  on  th^  peninsula  of 
India,  including  Subsistence  of  Prisoners. 
An  Account  of  the  King's  Troops  in  India, 
beyond  the  number  authorized  by  acts  of 
parliament.     Thkd  Class,  to  be  equally 
divided. — ^An  Account  of  the  Expence  in- 
curred by  the  capture  and  maintenance  of 
Malacca  and  the  Moluccas,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  CeylcHi,  deducting  the  pro- 
fit on  spices." — The  said  Report  further 
states  the  determination  of  that  Commit-' 
tee,  concerning  the  rates  of  interest  to  be 
allowed  upon  the  several  sums  appearing 
on  the  diderent  sides  of  the  account,  as 
follows :  *'  Your  Committee  have  thought 
it  reasonable,  that  the  Company's  claims, 
so  far  as  they  arise  from  an  expenditure 
carried  on  in  India  by  loans  raised  there, 
should  be  made  up  with  the  rate  of  inter- 
est paid  by  the  Company  abroad  for  the 
loan  of  the  year  in  which  the  expence  was 
actually  incurred  ;    and  that  the  paymas- 
ter general'^  account  should  bear  interest 
according  to  the  rate  paid  by  the  public 
for  money  in  Europe,  in  the  several  years 
in  which  the    demands   have  accrued ; 
credit  is  given  on  the  other  side  of  the  ac- 
count on  all  payments  hitherto  made  by 
the  public  in  discharge  of  these  demands, 
at  the  same  rate  of  Indian  interest  as  that 
debited  by  the  Company." — The  Report 
then  states  the  opinion  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, that,  as  far  as  they  can  judge,  a  ba- 
lance of  about  2,300,000/.  would  be  owing 
by  the  public  to  the  Company,  accoi-ding 
to  the  mode  of  stating  and  making  up  the 
account  therein  prescribed,  and  that  the 
sum  of  1,000,000/.  might  safely  be  voted 
by  the  house  on  account    But  it  was  ob- 
served in  the  said  Report,  diat  the  accounts 
on  which  the  opinion  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee (in  regard  to  the  amount  of  what  might 
prove  due  to  the  Company  had  been  found- 
ed) would  require  TOviaioa ;  a&d  it  was  re- 


commended, that  an  accountant  should  be 
nominated  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury^ 
and  another  on  the  part  of  the  Company^ 
to  examine  and  make. up  the  account  ac-* 
cording  to  the  principles  therein  specified^ 
previous  to  the  final  balance  being  dis-> 
charged  ;  and  it  was  also  strongly  recom- 
mended, that  frequent  and  early  adjust- 
ments of  accounts  should  take  place  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  Company.— 
You/  Committee  find,,  that  the  sum  of 
1,000,000/,  was  accordingly  voted  in  that 
session  of  parliament,  and  paid  to  they^ 
Company,  and  that  in  conformity  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  said  Re- 
port, accountants  were  named  on  the  part 
of  the  public  and  the  Company  i^espec- 
tively,  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned* 
who  appear  to  have  entered  without  delay 
upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  The 
discussions  which  took  place  between  them 
on  the  subject  of  these  accounts,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. — ^Your  Committee 
find  that,  in  the  session  of  1806,  another 
sum  of  1,000,000/.  was  voted  and  paid  to 
the  Company  on  account ;  it  appearing  by 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Wittier,  the  account- 
ant named  by  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  part  of  the  public,  to 
George  Harrison,  esquire,  dated  on  the 
25th  day  of  June  1806  (which  letter  is 
referred  to  your  Committee)  that  although, 
for  reasons  therein  particularly  detailed, 
no  final  adjustment  of  accounts  could  at 
that  time  be  made  between  the  public  and 
the  Company,  the  ultimate  balance  due  to  , 
the  latter  would  be  found  to  exceed  that 
sum. — ^Your  Committee  find,  that  addi- 
tional claims  and  demands  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  Company,  sub- 
sequent to  the  Report  of  1805,  above 
alluded  to,  some  of  which  have  accrued 
from  a  continuation  to  a  later  period  of 
accounts  and  heads  of  charge  then  exist^ 
ing,  and  others  from  different  circum- 
stances and  transactions  which  have  since 
occurred. — ^Your  Committee  have  applied, 
to  those  of  the  former  description,  the 
principles  which  they  found  laid  down  in 
the  Report  of  1805.  The  following 
charges,  which  have  grown  out  of  new 
matter  since  that  Report,  they  have  agreed, 
after  due  consideration,  to  include  in  the 
first  class,  as  payable  by^  the  public  :  £x^ 
pences  incurred  in  India  on  account  of  the 
Chinese  settlers  at  Trinidad. — ^Expences 
incurred  on  account  of  the  Expedition  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1805.— Sup- 
plies for  the  Expedition  against  Buenos 
Ay|£8. — Yoar  Committee  are  also  of  opi- 
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nion,  that  the  charge  of  prisoners  of  war 
taken  at  sea  by  his  majesty's  ships,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  particularly 
noticed  by  the  Committee  of  1805,  ought 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  public,  especially 
as  the  principle  on  which  this  claim  is 
founded,  seems  to  be  recognized  and  ad- 
mitted in  the  act  of  1793,  chap.  32.  sect 
127. — ^Your  Committee  find  that  a  new 
demand  has  also  been  brought  forward  on 
the  part  of  the  public  against  the  Com- 
pany for  Victualling  Stores  furnished  for 
the'  Company's  service  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  victuallings  or  their  agents. — 
Your  Committee  find,  that  the  gross  de- 
mand of  the  Company  on  the  public,  drawn 
up  in  conformity  to  what  has  been  stated, 
with  interest  computed  to  the  1st  March 
1 808,  amounts^  according  to  the  best  judg- 
ment which  your  Committee  can  now 
form,  (several  of  the  items  of  such  demand 
being  stated  upon  estimate)  to  the  sum  of 
8,461,331/.  and  that  the  counter  demand, 
on-the  part  of  the  public,  for  advances  of 
cash  upon  account  (including  the  two 
sums  of  1,000,000/.  and  1,000,000/.  men- 
tioned in  the  former  part  of  this  Report) 
for  disbursements  by  the  Pay  Office,  and 
for  supplies  furnished  by  the  Victualling 
Office,  with  interest  computed  to  the  same 
period,  amounts  to  6,960,912/.  leaving  a 
balance  due  to  the  Company  from  the 
pubtic  of  1,500,419/.-— In  the  above  sum 
of  6,960,912/.  is  included  the  sum  of 
3^82,755/.  which  is  the  amount  of  the 
claim  of  the  paymaster  general  on  the 
Company,  including  interest  to  the  1st 
March  1 808,  deducting  therefrom  the  sum 
of  443,767/.  hereinafter  mentioned. — ^Your 
Committee  cannot  adduce  a  stronger  in- 
stance of  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
1805,  as  to  the  frequent  adjustment  of  ac- 
cbunU  between  the  public  and  the  Com- 
pany, than  the  mere  statement  of  a  claim  to 
^o  large  an  amount,  and  which  has  moreover 
been  only  brought  foi*ward  at  a  period  so  re- 
cent, that  it  has  been,  and  for  a  considerable 
time  must  be,  impossible  for  the  kccpunt- 
ants  to  examine  in  detail,  and  form  an 
opinionr  on  the  accuracy  of  all  the  charges. 
There  is -every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
objections  which  have  already  been  urged 
gn  the  part  of  the  Company  to  the  Pav 
Office  demands,  and  which  are  detailed  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  are  in  general 
well  founded,  especially  as  their  validity 
has  been  strongly  confirmed  by  a  return 
which  was  laid  before  your  Committee, 
from  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general,  of 


&e  periods  during  which  the   different 
regiments  were  charges^le  to  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  it  is  very  possible,  that,  on  fur- 
ther and  more  minute  examiaatioo,  by 
the  accountants^  other  objections  will  be 
discovered.    On  these  considerations,  your 
Committee  have  thought  it    reasonable, 
to  suspend  for  further  examination,  such 
part  of  the  Pay  Office  demand  as  has  been 
specifically  objected  to  on  the  part^  the 
Company^  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
443,767/.    In  concluding  this  part  of  the 
subject,  your  Committee  ha^e  no  hesitation 
in  suggesting  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  clause  in  the  act  of  1793  (cap.  52, 
sec.  128.)  which  enacts,  that  the  Company 
shall  be  chargeable  with  all  the  recruiting 
and  other  expeoces  incurred  in  England, 
for  regiments  in  India  (which  in  practice 
has  been  found  so  difficult  to  adjust,)  and 
substituting  other  provisions  which  might 
simplify  the  mode  of  stating  the  account, 
and  consequently  facilitate  its  frequentaad 
early  adjustment,  and  at  the  same  time  se- 
cure to  the  public  an  equitable  compensa- 
tion for  that  portion  of  its  military  expen- 
diture.— ^Your  Committee  have  annexed  to 
this  Report,  a  copy  of  the  account  between 
the  public  and  the  Company,  containing  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  particular  items 
of  which  the  two  sums  of  8,461,331/.  and 
6,960,912/.   are   composed. — Your  Com- 
mittee cannot,  in  justice  to  the  Company, 
conclude  this  part  of  their  Report,  without 
calling  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
remonstrances    made  against    the    mode 
adopted  by  the  Committee  appointed  in 
1805  to  take  into  consideration  the  account 
between  the  public   and  the  East  India 
Company,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  expences 
incurred  by  the  capture  and  maintenance 
of  Malacca  and  the  Moluccas,,  and  the 
maintenance  of  Ceylon ;  a  mode  of  deci- 
sion by  which  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  no   less    an   amount    than 
1,972,984/.   have  been  set  aside. — ^The 
arguments  by  which  these  claims  were  re- 
sisted and  defended,  and  from  which  it  is 
to  be  presumed  the  adjustment  in  .question 
tpok  place,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  ; 
and   also,  a  statement  prepared  by    the 
Court  of  Directors  connected  with  the  same 
subject. — Your  Commitiee,  under  the  order 
of  reference    made    to  them,   have    not 
thought  themselves  authorized   to   make 
any  observations  upon  the  principles  on 
which  the  Committee  of  1805  arranged  the 
claims  of  the  Comffaoy.^ — Your  Commit- 
tee have,  however,  thought  it  their  duty, 
under  a)}  the  circus^staaces  of  jthe  case^  x» 
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state  the  amount  of  what  the  Company 
maintain  to  be  their  just  and  unsatisfied 
demand. 

Independently  of  the  claim  which  the 
company  have  preferred  against  the  public, 
for  expences  mcurred  in  carrying  into 
execution  the .  orders  which  at  different 
times  have  been  transmitted  to  India,  for 
expeditions  against  the  settlements  of  suth 
European  powers  as  have  been  engaged 
in  war  with  this  country,  and  also  to 
Egypt,  your  Committee  observe,  that  in 
the  above  mentioned  Petition  various  cir- 
cumstances (all  of  which  are  connected 
with  that  state  of  war  in  Europe  and  in 
India)  are  represented  as  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  Company's  aliairs,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  they  pray  for  such  relief  as  par- 
liament may  think  fit  to  grant. — ^It  will  be 
evident  from  the  examination  of  the  seve- 
ral accounts  contained  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  Report,  which  exhibit  a  view  of  the 
Company's  pecuniary  concerns  in  England 
during  the  last  ten  years,  when  compared 
with  the  Estimate  for   1808-.Q,  that  the 
deficiencies  of  the  last  and  present  year  have 
proceeded  from  causes  which  have  been 
progressive  in  their  operation,  and  that  the 
state  of  affairs  which  those  accounts  now 
exhibit,  is  to  be  traced  to  a  combination 
of  various  circumstances  connected  with 
the  wars  in  which  the  Company  have 
been  engaged  in  India,  as  well  as  with 
'  the  general  state  of  warfare  in  which  a 
large  portion  of  Europe  has  for  a  long 
period  been  involved.    Your  Committee 
have  selected  from  the  annual  accounts  of 
the  Company's  affairs  at  home,  which  have 
been  presented  to  parliament  during  the 
last  ten  years,  a  comparative  statement  of 
Receipts  and  Payments  in  such  articles  as 
have  experienced  or  admit  of  any  consi- 
derable variation  in  their  amount.    It  will 
appear  from  that  account,  that  the  present 
deficiency  may  be  ascribed  principally  to 
the  following  causes: — 1st.  To  the  dimi- 
nished sale  of  the  Company's  goods ;  the 
sum  estimated  to  be  received  from  such 
sales  for  the  year  1B08-9  being  1,394,589/. 
less  than  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding 
years ;   2,200,996/.  less  than  the  average 
of  the  first  five  years  of  that  period ;  and 
588,183/.  less  than  the  average  of  the  last 
five  years. — ^It  would  lead  your  Committee 
much  beyond   the   limits  within   which 
J^ffMOpo§e  to  confine  this  Report,  if  they 
^^■j^b  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  all  the 
^^^HMkvhich  the  gradual  decrease  in 
^^^^  •»  Company's  sales,  during 


the   last   ten  years,   may 
ascribed.     It  will  appear,  ho 
the  account  of  sales  during 
that  in  the  article  of  tea,  wi 
large  proportion  of  their  wh* 
diminution  has  taken  place,  bi 
chiefly  occurred  in  the  import; 
and  particularly  in  the  aitFei 
tions  of  piece  goods.     The  inc 
sumption  of  cotton  stuffs   ni 
in  Britam,   and  the  advanta 
to  neutral  nations  from  the 
which  the  trade  to  India  mi 
rily  be  carried  on  during  wai 
the  obstructions  inseparable  frc 
of  war  which  has  existed  with 
mission  since  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  in  1793,  are  the  caus< 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Com 
diminished  sale  of  Indian  in 
principally  be  attributed. — 2( 
increased  expetice  of  freight  an 
of  the  Company's  shipping;  th 
amount  of  the  same  for  the  y 
being  276,251/.  more  than  the 
the  ten  preceding  years ;  276. 
than  the  average  of  the  first  f 
that  period  ;  and  275,790/.  mo 
average  of  the  last  five  years. 
the  system  now  pursued  by  the 
in  the  description  of  vessels  i 
have  been  accustomed  to  emp 
most  economical  to  them  or  tl 
neficial  to  the  country,  or  wl 
calculated  to  withstancf  the  cor 
foreign  nations,  are  points  on  i 
Committee  are  not  yet  prepa 
nounce  an  opinion ;   but  whici 
sider  to  be  of  the  highest  imp 
they  affect  not  only  the  comm 
perity  of  the  Company,  but  the 
interest  of  the  British  empire, 
servation  and  exclusive  enjo) 
valuable  portion  of  its  trade.  It 
this  charge,  to  which  the  comn 
Company  is  exposed,  from  i 
freignt,  it  must  be  recoUectc 
means  of  defence  and  consequ< 
which  the  size  and  structure  of 
afford  to  their  valuable  cargoes 
transport  of  troops  and  milii 
must  necessarily  be  included  i 
parison  between  the  present  an 
system  which  may  be  suggcs 
To  the  increased  amount  of  I 
ch^ge  drawn  on  the  Company 
from   India  and  China ;    the 
amount  of  which  for  the  year  1 
725,408/.  more  than  the  avei 
ten  preceding  years  ;  521,970i 
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the  ayerage  of  the  first  five  yean  of  that 
period  ;  and  928,845/^  more  than  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years. — ^It  is  an- 

2uestionably  to  those  heavy  drafts  fironf 
[idia  and  China  on  the  Company's  trea- 
sury at  home,  that  the  largest  portion  of 
the  deficiency  in  their  funds  during  the 
last  and  present  year  must  be  ascribed. 
Vour  Committee  have  been  informed,  that 
in  consequence  of  arrangements  which  the 
Court  of  Directors  have  adopted,  and  of 
orders  vrhich  they  have  transmitted  to 
China,  the  amount  of  Bills  from  thence  is 
Bot  likely  to  increase,  and  that  in  all  pro- 
bability it  will  fall  considerably  below  the 
average  of  former  years.  Your  Committee 
have  not  been  enabled  to  form  any  such  ex- 
pectation with  regard  to  the  amount  of  Bills 
firom  India.  Any  interruption  in  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Company's  territories  would 
create  increased  demands  on  their  treasury 
at  home,  which  can  only  be  effectually 
avoided  by  a  surplus  revenue  in  India. 
The  attainment  of  that  object,  either  by  a 
reduction  of  expenditure  or  by  additional 
feveQue,  or  by  the  operation  of  both  those 
causes,  is  indispensable  to  the  maintenance 
,  of  the  Company's  credit  and  power  in  In- 
dia; and  to  this  important  subject  your  Com- 
Biitiee  will,  without  delay,  direct  its  most 
serious  attention. — ^Your  Committee  have 
confhied  themselves  in  this  Report  to  a 
statement  of  the  principal  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  deficiency. 
There  are  others,  however,  of  inferior 
^unount,  which  have  contributed  to  aug- 
ment it.  The  charge  of  payments  to  mili- 
tary and  marine  ofiicers  retired  from  the 
service  has  been  gradually  increasing  for 
several  years,  and  amounts  now  to  a  sum 
much  beyond  the  calculation  which  was 
formed  or  it  when  the  system  was  first  estab- 
lished.— ^The  addition  to  the  Company's 
bonded  debt  has  also  contributed  to  swell 
the  deficit,  by  the  increased  charge  for  in- 
terest.— ^With  the  view  of  enquiring  into 
the  practicability  bf  retrenchment  in  ex- 
penditure, your  Committee  have  called  for 
the  detail  of  the  articles  comprehended  un- 
der the  hekd  of  "  Charges  General,"  which, 
in  the  aggregate,  amounts  annually  to  ^ 
very  considerable  sum. — ^As  far  as  your 
Committee  have  yet  investigated  this  ac- 
count, they  have  found  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  capable  of  any  material  re- 
duction, but  they  propose  to  go  into  a 
more  detailed  examination  of  the  particu- 
lar articles  of  which  it  consists.  And,  en- 
tertaining this  intention,  they  forbear  at 
present  laying  before  the  house  any  thing 


more  than  an  abstract  of  the  acconnt,  and 
of  its  principal  subdivisions  for  the  last 
three  years,  as  it  has  been  prepared  by  the 
court  of  directbrs.^*>The  company  havings 
stated  in  their  petition,  that  they  did  **  not 

E resume  to  request  the  interposition  of  the 
ouse  to  aid  them  in  their  present  emer* 
gency,  without  at  the  same  time  shewing 
their  unquestionable  ability  to  discharge 
all  their  present  debts  in  England,  and  to 
repay  whatever  the  house  may  in  its  wis- 
dom think  fit  to  assist  them  with  ;"  and 
having  submitted  to  the  house  a  statement 
in  that  petition,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
a  considerable  balance  would  remain  to 
them,  after  making  provision  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  all  their  debts  in  Englaod,  bnt  ex« 
elusive  of  their  Indian  debt ;  your  Com- 
mittee felt  it  their  duty  carefully  to  inves- 
tigate that  part  of  the  subject,  aind  they 
have  no  difficulty  in  stating  an  opinion, 
that  there  will  remain  assets  in  this  coun« 
try  to  an  amount  considerably -beyond  what 
the  present  exigency  of  the  company's 
affairs  appears  to  demand,  in  security  for 
any  advance  to  that  extent  which  parlia- 
ment may  think  fit  to  grant.     Your  Com- 
mittee have  prepared  an  account  of  the 
jprobable  assets  of  the  company  on  the  1st 
March  1 809,  in  which  the  amount  of  debt 
due  to  them  by  the  public,  as  the  balance 
of  their  account,  is  taken  only  at  1,500,419/: 
instead  of  2,4^0,000^  which  the  company 
claims,  and  in  which  nothing  is  allowed 
for  their  property  afloat,  and  which  will 
arrive  in  England   subsequently  to  that 
period,  though  a   large  portion    of    the 
charges  afiecting  that  property  will  be  in- 
curred and  paid  during  the  current  year. 
Estimating  the  amount  in  that  most  unfe- 
vourable  mode,  there  will  remain  a  balance 
of  2,8 1 9,587/.  in  favour  of  the  company.   If 
credit  however  is  given  for  the  value  of 
that  property,   and  the  sum  due  by  the 
public  is  stated  at  the  amount  claimed  by 
the  company,  the  estimated  balance  in  their 
favour  will  be  9,050,587/.— The  value  of 
the  East  India  house  and  warehouses  has 
been  stated  by  the  company's  surveyor, 
whose  evidence  on  that  subject  is  inserted 
in  the  appendix. — It  will  be  apparent  to 
the  house,  from  the  examination  of  those 
accounts,  that  the  most  accurate  estimates 
which  can  be  formed  of  such  articles  of 
receipt  and  expenditure  as  are  compre- 
hended in  them,  must  be  liable  to  uncer- 
tainty; but  your  Committee  have  no  rea- 
son to  doul)t,  that  every  practicable  degree 
of  caution  has  been  used  in  preparing  them* 
— Your  Committee  have  already«tatedj  thafe 
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they  are  proceeding  upon  the  detailed  in- 
vestigation of  the  various  matters  compre- 
hended ia  the  general  object  of  their  en- 
auiry,  and  which  embrace  the  whole  of 
the  financial  and  commercial  as  well  as 
political  concerns  of  the  company.  An 
examination  into  the  civil  and  military 
establishments  in  India,  will  form  a  mate- 
rial branch  of  that  enquiry;  and  your 
Committee  are  already  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  carrying  into  effect  reductions 
in  the  amount  of  those  establishments  to 
a  very  considerable  extent.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  happy  to  add,  that  this  import- 
ant subject  has  also  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  of 
their  governments  abroad. 


First  Report  prom  The  Committbe  on 
THE  Laws  relating  to  Lotteries. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed  ISth  April  1808. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
how  far  the  Evils  attending  Lot- 
teries have  been  remedied  by  the 
Laws  passed  respecting  the  same ; 
and  to  report  their  Observations 
thereupon,  and  upon  such  further 
Measures  as  may  be  necessary  for 
Remedy  thereof;  and  who  were 
empowered  to  report  their  Opinion 
thereupon,  firom  time  to  time,  to 
the  House ; — 

Having  been  employed  in  collecting 
information,  and  examining  witnesses  on 
the  matters  referred  to  them;  and  having 
duly  weighed  and  considered  the  same, 
have  come  to  the  following  Resolutions : 
— ^Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  That  (in  case  it  shall  be 
thought  expedient  to  continue  state  lotte- 
ries) the  number  thereof  in  each  year 
should  be  limited  to  two  lotteries,  of  not 
more  than  30,000  tickets  each ;  (hat  the 
number  of  days  allowed  for  drawing,  in- 
stead of  ten,  the  present  number,  should 
be  brought  back  to  eight  for  each  lottery, 
the  number  fixed  in  1802 :  that  the  num- 
ber of  tickets  to  be  drawn  each  day  should 
be  uncertain,  and  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  commissioners  of  stamp  duties,  and 
kept  secret  till  the  close  of  the  drawing 
each  day,  care  being  taken,  as  the  lottery 
proceeds,  not  to  leave  too  great  a  number 
undrawn  on  the  latter  days  of  drawing, 
but  that  one  moiety  or  upwards  be  drawn 
four  first  days  thereof. — Resolved, 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
should  be  allowed  to 


deal  in  lottery  tickets  withoui 
for  that  purpose  from  the   c 
ers  of  stamp  duties,  and  that 
sion  to  that  effect,  in  the  seccj 
of  22  Geo.  UL  cap.  47,  repeal 
and  not  renewed  in  the  late  acti 
re-enacted,  with  this  addition, 
licensed  lottery  office  keeper 
allowed  to  take  out  from  the  st 
in  addition  to  his  own  licence 
number  of  licences  for  agents,  w 
duty  of  about  one-tenth  of  th 
himself,  in  the  proportion  of 
agents  licences,   for   every    1 
shared  by  him  at  the  stamp  < 
that  all    persons   should   be 
under  a  heavy  penalty,  to  act 
for  any  lottery  office  keeper,; 
in  lottery   tickets,  except  peri 
censed. — ^Resolved,   That  it  i: 
nion  of  this  Committee,   Tha 
to  prevent  persons  setting  up  li 
tery  offices  as  a  cloak  for  carry 
gal  insurances,  the  number  of 

3uired  to  be  shared  in  each  lott 
er  to  entitle  the  parties  to 
should  be  extended  from  thi 
hundred  and  fifly ;  and  that  sut 
should  be  renewed  for  every  loi 
the  parties  continuing  to  share 
ber  of  tickets. — Resolved,  Tha 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  Tha 
tation  of  hours  during  which  lot 
may  be  open  for  the  transactic 
ness,  viz.  from  8  o'clock  in  tb 
till  8  o'clock  in  the  eveninj 
by  22  Geo.  iii.  cap.  47,  and  i 
the  lottery  acts  of  1802,  and  th< 
lowing  years,' but  omitted  in  tli 
two  last  years,  ought  in  futun 
enacted,  without  the  exceptit 
made  with  respect  to  Saturday,w 
offices  ought  to  be  shut  at  as  cai 
as  on  other  evenings. — ^Resolv< 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Committe 
persons  concerned  in  hawking  at 
tickets  and  shares  for  sale,  in  d 
hand-bills  respecting  lotteries 
than  in  the  offices  ot  licensed 
illuminating  lottery  offices  f< 
show,  in  exhibiting  lottery  scl 
bills  upon  boards,  carts,  or  ca 
town  or  country,  should  be  sub 
conviction  before  a  ma&ci^traU', 
siderable  penalty,  and  in  dcfai 
ment  to  imprisonment  for  a  liroi 
— Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opin 
Committee,  That  the  exempt 
censed  lottery  office  keepers,  fr 
risdiction  of  justices  of  the  { 
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police  mafgistrates^  by  inserting  in  sec.  3^ 
of.  the  last  lottery  act,  the  words,  ''  if  not 
licensed  to  divide  tickets  into  shares  in 
the  manner  aforesaid/'  is  inexpedient,  and 
ought  to  be  discontinued  ;  and  that  such 
lottery  office  keepers  ought  in  future  to  be 
sobjected  in  common  with  other  persons 
to  such  jurisdiction. 

Your  Committee  are  still  engaged  in 
collecting  evidence  on  the  subject  ot  clan- 
destine insurances  and  other  illegal  prac- 
tices, which,  notwitHstanding  tde  measures 
adopted  at  different  times  for  their  preven- 
tion, appear  still  to  be  carried  on  to  a 
ccmsiderable  extent;  but  not  having  finish- 
ed their  enquiries,  they  defer  for  the  pre- 
sent making  a  final  report  on  the  matters 
referred  to  them. 


Second  Report  on  Lotteries. 
Ordered  to  he  printed  24M  June  1808. 

The  Committee,  &c. 

Having  made  a  report  to  the  house, 
in  the  month  of  April  last,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  which  they  informed  the  house, 
that  they  were  still  engaged  in  collecting 
evidence  on  the  subject  of  clandestine  in- 
surances and  other  illegal  practices;  which, 
tiotwithstanding  the  measures  adopted  at 
tlifferent  times  for  their  prevention,  ap- 
peared still  to  be  carried  on  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  Having  collected  all  the 
-evidence  which  they  have  deemed  mate- 
rial for  the  formation  of  a  judgment  upon 
the  difierent  points  submitted  to  their  con- 
aid  eration,  have  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing Report, 

Your  Committee  beg  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  ap- 
f)endix,  and  more  particularly  to  that  of 
Mr.  Wood,  an  officer  appointed  and  paid 
by  government,^  under  the  title  of  '*  In- 
spector of  Lotteries,"  from  whom  your 
Committee  might  have  expected  to  derive 
the  most  material  and  satisfactory  informa- 
tion upon  all  the  matters  referred  to  them  ; 
and  more  especially  upon  the  steps  he  had 
lately  taken  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  It  is  manifest,  however, 
that  since  the  year  1802,  when  the  scheme 
of  the  lottery  was  altered,  the  inspector 
of  lotteries  has  performed  no  duti(^s;  and 
he  has  declared  to  your  Committee  that 
there  do  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any 
duties  incumbent  upon  him  to  perform. 
Your  Committee  have  been  further  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  believes, 
by  the  regulations  adopted  since  the 
year   1802^   the  evils  arising   from  the 


lottery  have  been  done  away,- and  illegal 
insurances  suppressed.    But  the  examina- 
tion of  many  other  witnesses  has  proved  to 
your  Committee  that  the  information  so 
given,  by  what  your  Committee  had  a 
right  to  rely  on  as  the  most  competent 
authority,  is  unfortunately  altogether  erro- 
neous ;  and  your  Committee  have  collect- 
ed the  reasons  wby  information  more  to 
he  depended  upon  has  not  been  obtained 
from  the  source  in  question;  for  the  de- 
tails of  which  they  reter  you  to  the  evi- 
dence itself. — Your  Committee  are  com- 
pelled to  state,  that  the  evils  of  clandestine 
msurance  appear  to  them  to  prevail  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  they  had  reason 
to  suspect  when  they  made  their  first  re- 
port in  the  month  of  April  last;    and  it 
now  appears  fairly  questionable  whether 
the  number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
practices  has  materially  diminished,  or  the 
sums  adventured  have  been  at  all  decreas- 
ed.    The  greater  privacy  with  which  the 
transactions  are  conducted  of  course  makes 
every  inquiry  into  their  existence  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  whilst  it  produces  combina- 
tion, and  renders  the  invention  of  any  real 
remedy  the  more  hopeless. — Your  Com- 
mittee have  applied  tnemselves  with  great 
assiduity  to  that   part  of   their   instruc- 
tions by  which  they  are  directed  to  re- 
Cort  upon  such  further  measures  as  may 
e  necessary  for  the  remedy  of  the  evils 
attending  lotteries;   and  they  submit  to 
the  house  some  account  of  the   law,  to- 
gether with  such  observations  and  sugges- 
tions as  have  occurred  to  them  thereupon. 
— ^An  act  was  passed  (22d  Geo.  iii.  c.  47.) 
and  was  intituled,  ''  An  act  for  licensing 
lottery-office  keepers,  and  regulating  the 
sale  of  lottery  tickets.*' — ^The  breach  of 
the  law  was  punished  by  penalties,  re- 
coverable  before  two  magistrates,  "  and 
the  usual  powers  were  given  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  same,  in  case  of  non-payment, 
by  warrant  of  distress  and  sale,  and  for 
want  of  sufficient  distress,  the  offender  to 
be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  six  months  nor  less 
than  three,  unless  the  penalty  should   be 
sooner  paid.''     A  power  of  mitigation  was 
given  to  the  magistrates,  and  no  penalty 
could  be  recovered,  unless  the  offence  had 
been  committed  within  twelve  months  pre- 
ceding the  commencement  of  the  prosecu- 
tion — No  alteration  in  the  law,  with   re- 
spect to  illegal  insurance  in  lotteries,  was 
made   until  the  year  1787,  when  an  act 
(27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1.)  was  passed,  foj*  ren- 
dering more  effectual  the  laws  now   in 
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months   nor  less    than    one  i 

until  the  final  period  of  the 

the  lottery,  in  respect  wherei 

fence  should    he    committed 

the  proceeding  should  be  with 

and  not  removeable  by  Certiora 

wise   into    any  court  whatso< 

evidence  has  been  ^iven  to  the 

to  show  what  were  the  diffici 

occurred  in   the  conviction  c 

under  the  22d  Geo.  tii.  c.  47.  a 

recited  therein;  but  it  appeal 

preamble  to  the  27th  Geo.  iii 

difficulties  had  occurred,  and 

evasions  of  that  act  had  been  f 

tice.     It  is  therefore  reasonable 

that  the  provisions  of  that  ac 

found  insufficient  to  suppress  tl 

of  insuring  in  the  lottery.     I 

therefore  of  more  eflfecttially  s 

the  evil,  the  27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1 .  ^ 

but  it  appears  from  the  evidei 

Estcourt,  and  more  especially 

letter  from  the  under-sheritis  of 

addressed  to  him,  and  contai 

evidence,  that  the  provisions  oft 

been  perverted  to  the  purpose 

tion,  and  had  been  productive 

rious  evil. — In   order  to  cour 

new  evil,  the  30th  Geo.  iii.  c.  fi 

was  passed,  directing  that  no  ac 

be  commenced  or  prosecuted, 

the  name  of  the  attorney  genera 

sequence   of  the   limitation,   ] 

that  all  actions  shall  be  comn 

prosecuted  in  the  name  of  tl 

general,  very  few  actions  have, 

from  the  evidence  given  to  th 

tee,  been  commenced  since  the 

the  last-mentioned  act,  althoug 

no  doubt  that  insurance  in  th< 

still   carried  on  to  a  great  ex 

evidence  which  has  been  give 

spect  to  the  practical  inconvcn 

suiting  from  the  provisions  of 

Geo.  iii.  proves,  that  it  would  b< 

again  to  have  recourse  to  the  |>r 

that  act,  and  yet  it  is  verydiffic 

gest  any  middle  course  bet  wee 

the  power  of  commencing  acti 

attorney  general,  and  giving  ths 

common  informers.     In  the  one  < 

will  probably  be  reason  to  co 

inactivity  in  enforcing  the  law, 

other,  of  a  corrupt  and  mischievc 

sion  of  it     It  might  perhnps  be 

authorize  the   police  magistrate 

magistrates  of  the  city,  to  din 

to  be  commenced,  when  evidei i 

rant  that  direction  shall  have  t 
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being  for  suppressing  unlawful  lotteries.   In 
the  preamble  to  the  last-mentioned  act,  the 
8th  Geo.  i.  c.  2.  the  12th  Geo.  ii.  c.  28. 
and  the  22d  Geo.  iii.  c.  47.  are  recited ; 
and  it  is  further  recited,  **  that  great  diffi- 
culties have  arisen  upon  the  methods  of 
conviction  of  offenders  against  the  said 
recited  acts  before  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  many  evasions  of  the  said  recited 
acts  are    daily  put   in    practice ;''    and 
it  was  by  the  2d  sect,  enacted,  "  That 
from  and  afler  the  passing  of  the  said  act, 
no  pecuniary  penalties  mcurred  by  any 
person  concerned  in  lotteries  should  be 
recovered  before  any  justice,  but  might  be 
sued  for  by  action  in  any  of  the  courts  at 
Westminster,  and  one  moiety  of  the  penal- 
ties, when  recovered,  should  be  applied 
for  the  use  of  his  majesty,  and  the  other 
moiety  to    the   person  who   should   sue 
for   the    same;    and   power  was    mven 
in  every  such  action  to  hold  the  ofrend- 
ers  to  bail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding 
500/." — All  persons  engaged  in  illegal  in- 
surance might  also,  under  the  authority  of 
the  3d  sec.  of  the  last-mentioned  act,  be 
deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds,  under  the 
17th  Geo.  li.  c.  5.;  and  power  was  given 
to  the  magistrates  before  whom  any  per- 
son should  be  prosecuted  as  a  rogue  or 
vagabond,  to  commit  the  person  so  pro- 
secuted to  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  remain  until  the  next  general  quarter 
sessions;  and  the  justices  are  then  to  in- 
vestigate the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to 
proceed  according  to  the  provisions  con* 
tained  in  the   17th   Geo.   iii.     In  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  which  were 
made,  of  the  extent  to  which  common  in- 
formers, aided  by  attornies,  had  abused  the 
powers  given  by  the  2d  sect,  of  the  27  th 
Geo.  iii.  c.  1.  it  was  enacted,  by  an  act 
passed  in  the  33d  Geo.  iii.  c.  62.  sect.  38. 
''  That  from  and  after  the  commencement 
of  the  said  act,  it  should  not  be  lawful  for 
any  person  to  commence  or  prosecute  any 
action  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  in- 
flicted by  any  of  the  laws  touching  or 
concerning  lotteries, unless  the  same  should 
be  commenced  in  the  name  of  his  majes- 
ty's attorney  general.''    And  by  sect.  40 
of  the  same  act,  it  was  enacted,  "  lliat  if 
any  person  should  be  brought  before  two 
magistrates,  and  should  be  convicted  of 
any  ofience  against  the  statute  of  the  27th 
Ofeo.  iii,  whereby  he  should  be  adjudged  a 
'  vagibond,  the  said  magistrates 
~^     ^  »aoch  ofiender  to  the  house 
U>  remain  for  any 
%g  ux  calendar 
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tipon  oath  before  them.    This  however 
would  he  a  noveLand  perhaps  an  improvi- 
dent power  to  grant,  and  considerable  diffi- 
culty would  occur  in  carrying  the  prin- 
ciple into  effect. — ^By  the  27th  Geo.  iii.  all 
Eersons  engaged  in  illeeal  insurance  might 
e  treated  >s  rogues  and  vagabonds^  under 
the  17th  Geo.  iL  c  5.  and  the  magistrates 
had  the  powei;  of  committing  them  to  the 
house  of  correctionr  until  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions^     It   appears  from  the 
evidence  given  to  the  committee,  that  in 
the  interval  between  the  commitment  and 
the   trial,  the  witnesses  were   generally 
tampered  with  or  removed,  and  conviction 
became  impossible.    In  order  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  a  power  was  given  by  33 
Geo.  iii,  to  two  magistrates,  to  commit 
such  persons  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
any  period  not  exceeding  six  months  nor 
less  than  one,  and  until  the  end  of  the  draw- 
ing of  the  lottery,  in  respect  of  which  the 
ofience  had  been  committed ;  and  the  pro- 
ceeding was  without  appeal,  and  not  re- 
movable by  Certiorari  or  otherwise  into 
any  other  court.    From  this  enactment,  it 
appears  that  the  legislature  has  been  under 
the  necessity  of  granting  very  large  and 
extraordinary   powers    to  n^agistrates^  in 
order  to  diminish  the  evil  arising  from  in- 
surance in  lotteries,  and  the  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  it  shew  that  no  pecuni- 
ary means  are  wanting  to  enable  those 
who  are  engaged  in  this  practice  to  evade 
the  punishment  of  the  law. — Your.  Com- 
mittee have  to  lament  that  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  furnish  to  the  house  any  more 
satisfactory  result  of  this  part  of  their-  la- 
bours; but  when  it  was  recollected  that 
for  many  years  past  the  attention,  of  the 
most  acute,  and  ingenious  persons,   well 
acqtiainted  with  the  whole  of  the  lottery 
system,  both  legal  and  fraudulent,  under 
the  auspices  of  successive  ministers,  have 
been  directed  to  this  object  without  sue- 
eess;  that  it  has  been  represented  to  your 
Committee,  that  the  lottery  and  illegal  in- 
surances are  inseparable  ;.  that  the  former 
cannot  ex,ist  without  the  latter  for  its  sup- 
port; that  a  system  of  connivance  in  those 
acts  which  the  law  prohibits  pervades  all 
ranks  concerned,  from  the  persons  contract- 
ing with  government  under  the  law,  down 
to  the  meanest  wretch  employed  in  the  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  and  its  most  ordinaiy  vic- 
tim :  your  Committee  did  not  enter  upon 
this  matter  with  much  prospect  of  success,, 
and  do  not  therefore  feel  any  very  great 
disappointment  at  the   issue.     They  are 
persuaded  thejhouse  will  not  impute,  to  them 


any  want  of  atteiblien  to  the  aubjeet^  or 
zeal  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. — 
In  truth,  the  foundation  of  the  lottery  is 
so  radically  vicious,  that  your  Conunitiee 
feel  convinced  that,  under  no  system  of 
regulations  which  can  be  devised,  will  it 
be  possible  ios  parliamient  to  adopt  it  as 
an  efficient  source  of  revenue,  and  at  the 
same  time  divest  it  of  all  the  evils  and 
calamities  of  which  it  has  hitherto  proved 
.so  baneful  a  source^ — ^A  spirit  of  adventure 
must  be  excited  amongst  the  community> 
in  order  that  government  may  derive  from 
it  a  pecuniary  resource.    'That  spirit  is  ta 
be  checked  at  a  certain  given  point,  in 
order  that  no  evils  may  att^Mi  it — ^the 
latter  object  has  not  hitherto  beea  attained 
with  all  the  pains  which  h«ve  been  be- 
stowed upon  it.    Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  its  attainment  is  tmpoesible. — 
The  ingenuity  of  persons  interested  in 
breakine  the   law,  is  alw8y»  upon  the 
watch  lot  its  new  enactments,  and  has 
hitherto  always  batted  the  sagacity  of  the 
legislature.     Added  to  which,  there  can 
be  no  hope  of  greater  purity  amongst  the 
peisoito  employed  to  detect  and  bring 
offenders  to  punishment  than  has  been 
hitherto  experienced,  or  than  now  exists. 
The  statute  book  is  burthened  with  regu- 
lations entirely  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  rigorous  and  oppressive 
in  the  extreme,  which,  tf  they  are  ever 
executed,  i^ll  only  upon,the  ignorant  and 
destitute,  whilst  the  wealthy  and  more 
profligate  hold  them  in  utter  contempt: 
and  this  unseemly  state  of  things  is  alloived 
to  continue,  in  order  that  the  state  may 
derive  a  certain  annual  sum  from  the  par- 
tial encoui^emeut  of  a  vice,  which  it  is 
the  object  of  the  law,,  in  all  other  cases, 
and  at  all  other  times,  most  diligently  to 
repress. — In  the  mean  time,  yotir  Com- 
mittee find,  that  by  the  effiscts  of  the  lot- 
tery, even  under  tts-  present  restrictions^ 
idleness,  dissipation  and  poveny  are  inn 
creased,  the' most  sacred  and  confidential 
trusts  are  betrayed,,  domestic  comfort  ia 
destroyed,  madiiess  often  created,  crimes, 
subjecting  the  perpetrators  of  them  to  the 
punishment  of  death,  are  eommitted,  and 
even  suicide  itself  is  produced;,  as  w^U  folly 
appear  by  the  evidence  submitted  to  the 
house.    Such  have  been  the  constant  and. 
fatal  attendants  upon  State  Lotteries,  and 
such  your    Committee    have    too    good 
ground  to  fear  wiH  be  their  invariable 
attendants  so  loi^  as  they  are  su£fefred» 
under  whatever  checks  of  regulations,  to 
ejduit.-'*^rhoi.  queatien  natuia^y  o<Hns»  to 
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your  Committee,  whetker  toy  pecuniary 
advantage,  howeyer  large -or  convenient, 
can  compensate  to  a  state  for  the  amount 
of  Tree  and  misery  tfans  necessarily  pro- 
duced by  the  levy  of  it. — ^The  answer  to 
this  question  is  submitted  to  your  wisdom 
and  deliberation.  But  in  oraer  that  the 
house  may  come  to  a  decision,  in  every 
▼iew  so  m^portant  to  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  the  community,  without  pre- 
judice, your  Committee  cannot  conclude 
without  expressing  a  decided  opinion, 
that  the  pecuniary  advantage  derived  from 
a  state  lottery,  is  much  greater  in  appear- 
ance than  in  reality.  When  we  take  into 
consideration  the  increase  of  poor's  rates 
ai'ising  &om  the  number  of  families  driven 
hy  speculations  in  the  lottery,  whether 
fortunate  or  otherwise,  to  seek  parochial 
relief,  the  diminished  consumption  ofex- 
ciseable  articles  during  the  drawings,  and 
t>ther  circumstances  deducible  from  the 
evidence,  they  may  well  be  considered  to 
operate  as  a  large  deduction  from  the 
gross  sums  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
contractors.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sum 
raised  upon  the  people  is  much  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  received  by  the 
State,  than  in  any  other  branch  of  revenue. 
— No  mode  of  raising  money  appears  to 
your  Committee  so  burthensome,  so  per- 
nicious, and  so  unproductive  ;  no  species 
of  adventure  is  known,  where  the  chances 
are  so  great  against  the  adventurer ;  none 
where  the  infatuation  is  more  powerful, 
lasting,  and  destructive. — In  the  lower 
classes  of  society  the  persons  engaged, 
whether  successful  or  unfortunate,  are, 
generally  speaking,  either  immediately  or 
nltimately  tempted  to  their  ruin;  and 
there  is  scarcely  any  condition  of  life  so 
destitute  and  abandoned,  that  its  distresses 
have  not  been  aggravated  by  this  allure- 
ment to  gaming,  held  forth  by  the  state. — 
Your  Committee  are  conscious  that  they 
are  far  from  having  exhausted  all  the 
^[rounds  upon  which  it  might  be  urged, 
that  the  lottery  ought  not  to  be  resorted 
to  as  a  financial  resource.  The  reasoning 
upon  them  appears  to  your  Committee  to 
apply  vrith  peculiar  force  to  the  situation, 
the  habits,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  a 
great  manu&cturing  and  commercial  na- 
tion, in  which  it  must  be  dangerous,  in  the 
hi||hest  degree,  to  difihse  a  spirit  of  specu- 
latiouj  whereby  the  mind  is  misled  from 

raed  industry  which 

^*ff  comfort  and  inde- 

dr^ams  of  sudden 

^  most  gene- 


rally end  in  abject  poverty  ai 
ruin,  if  after  all  that  has  I 
and  a  perusal  of  the  evidenc 
shall  thmk  proper  to  sanction  t 
of  the  lottery  in  any  future  sei 
Itament,  your  Committee  rec 
your  consideration  the  various 
contained  in  their  two  Rep< 
alteration  of  the  law,  from  whi 
willing  to  hope,  at  least,  that  8 
cial  selection  may  be  made, 
cannot  flatter  themselves  with 
tion  that  they  have  been  much 
nate  than  the  able  persons  who  1 
themselves  with  so  much  indi 
little  success  to  the  same  sub 
whom  the  public  are  indebu 
attempt  to  correct  the  evils,  w 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  < 
done  away  by  the  suppression 
from  which  they  are  derived. 


l^IRD   REPORT  FROM   THE  Co 

THE  Public  Expenditure, 
United  Kingdom.  * 

Third  Report  from  the  Con 

Sointed  to  examine  and  c* 
iCffulations  and  Checks  ha 
blisned,  in  order  to  contro 
branches  of  the  Public  £xt 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; 
the  same  have  been  eflectua 
further  measures  can  be  ad^ 
ducing  any  part  of  the  said  i 
tnr  diminishing  the  amouni 
and  Emoluments,  without  < 
the  Public  Service.  —  Oi 
printed  29M  June  1 803. 

1  HE  House  having,  by  an  ii 
7th  July  1807,  directed  the 
your  Committee  to  all  pensioD 
and  reversionary  grants  paid 
public  revenue,  or  out  of  any 
cable  to  the  public  service,  i 
judged  proper  to  lay  separatel 
House,  the  result  of  their  in 
subjects  of  such  importance.— 
paid  out  of  public  money  to 
actually  performing  service^  hs 
times  attracted  the  notice  of  pi 
Towards  the  close  of  the  Ad 
when  the  burden  of  expense  i 
extraordinary  weisht  upon  tj 
of  the  country,  ana  when  app 
made  to  parliament  to  dischar 


♦  The  Fhrst  and  Second  Re 
Committee  of  Finance  will  be 
Appendix  to  vol.  tx. 
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of  the  civil  list,  a  more  vigorous  and  decid- 
ed step  was.  taken  than  had  characterized 
any  former  interposition  of  parliament; 
and  in  the  attempt  *  to  regulate  the  civil 
'  list,  and  to  prevent  the  same  from  being 
'  in  arrear  for  the  fiiture/  by  22  Geo.  3.  c. 
82.  this  growing  branch  of  expenditure 
was  not  overlooked. — It  was  endeavoured 
to  obviate  the  excess  of  such  grants  by 
limiting  their  amount,  and  their  abuse,  by 
giving  publicity  to  them  :  it  was  accord- 
ingly enacted, '  That  no  pension,  exceed- 
'  ing  the  sum  of  300/.  a  year,  should  be 

*  granted  for  the  use  of  any  one  person, 
'  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  pensi- 
'  ons  granted  in  any  one  year  should  not  ex- 
'  ceed  600/. ;  a  list  of  which,  together  with 
'  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
'  same  were  granted,  should  be  laid  before 
'  parliament  in  twenty  days  after  the  be- 
'  ginning  of  each  session,  until  the  whole 

*  pension  list  should  be  reduced  to  00,000/. 
'  which  sum  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  ex- 
'  ceed  bv  more  than  5,000/.  in  the  whole 
'  of  all  the  grants ;  nor  should  any  pension 

*  to  be  granted  after  the  said  reduction,  to 
'  or  &r  the  use  of  any  one  person,  exceed 
'  the  sum  of  1,200/.  yearly,  except  to  his 
'  majesty's  royal  family,  or  on  an  address 
'  of  either  house  of  parliament.' — ^The  effi- 
ciency of  this  measure  did  not  entirely 
correspond  with  the  expectations  which 
were  entertained  of  it>  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  bring  the  subject  again  be- 
fore parliament  some  years  afterwards, 
when  the  annual  provision  for  the  civil  list 
became  insufficient  for  t\xe  charges  to 
which  it  was  liable.~The  regulations 
which  the  civil  list  act  contained,  were  not 
ill  calculated  to  effectuate  their  object ;  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  bring  all  pensions 
under  one  head ;  to  have  them  paid  at  the 
same  office,  and  to  prohibit  the  diffiising 
pf  them  over  various  departments,  where 
they  might  be  more  likely  to  escape  no- 
tice, than  if  they  were  distinctly  classed 
with  allowances  of  their  own  denomination. 

Pensions. 
The  pensions  considered  by  the  board 
of  treasury  as  coming  under  the  operation 
of  the  ]7th  clause  of  the  civil  list  act,  are 
contained  in  Appendix  No.  I.;  and  your 
Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  remark- 
ing, that  their  total  amount,  being  89,067/. 
(which  includes  7,085/.  of  contingent  or 
boating  CTant^,  and  not  at  this  time  in  a 
course  ox  payment)  is  within  the  sum  al- 
lowed. Iji  1804<  the  total  amount  of  pen- 
sions, having  reference  to  this  clause,  was 
62,237/<  as  appears  by  the  list  printed  at 


length  in  the  Journals,  vol.  59.  and  recapl- 
tttlated  p.  71-7* 

A  list  of  all  other  pensions  paid  at  the 
Exchequer  out  of  the  civil  list,  or  any 
other  funds,  is  given  in  N°  2. 

The  pensions  payable  by  Treasury  War- 
rants out  of  the  4|  per  cent,  duly,  which 
are  included  in  N<*  2,  stand  upon  a  diflerent 
footing  from  the  others  ;  because  that  part 
of  the  hereditary  revenue  not  having  been 
given  up  to  the  public  at  the  coranoence- 
ment  of  his  majesty's  reign,  (Finance  Rep. 
23^  pp.  11*  43),  has  been  considered  as 
continuing  in  the  absolute  disposal  of  the 
crown;  but  as  this  fund  augnients  the 
general  stock,  which  is  applicable  to  royal 
bounty  under  the  direction  of  government, 
it  is  nt,  in  that  point  of  view,  not  to  be 
omitted.  Theamount  is  15,331/.  including 
two  contingent  pensions  of  1,500/.  and 
3,000/.  not  now  in  a  course  of  payment. 

N°  3,  and  4  give  lists  of  other  pensions 
paid  out  of  the  4^  per  cent,  duty,  by  the 
husband,  amounting,  m  the  year  1807,  to 
20,896/.  besides  which  it  is  charged  with 
two  contingent  pensions  of  615/.  each,  not 
now  in  a  course  of  payment. — ^In  the  59th 
vol.  of  Journals,  p.  766,  767,  are  accounts 
of  the  produce,  for  three  years,  of  this  duty, 
to  1st  Jan.  1804,  and  the  charges  thereon, 
together  with  the  sums  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer. 

"N**  5,  shows  the  pensions  granted  in  the 
War-Office,  chiefly  by  his  majesty's  au- 
thority, through  the  Secretary  at  War ; 
the  whole  amount  of  which  is  5,640/.  and 
they  are  all  granted  to  those  who  have  been 
formerly  employed  in  the  business  of  that 
office.  This  sum  is  now  covered  in  the  an- 
nual vote  of  the  Establishment  of  the  War- 
Office  ;  but  it  deserves  consideration,  whe- 
ther, in  future,the  ^laries  and  Pensions  paid 
in  this  department  ought  not  to  be  distin- 
guished in  the  Annual  Estimates  £i*om  the 
current  Expences. 

The  Compassionate  List,  and  other  al- 
lowances paid  at  the  War-Office,  are  con- 
contained  in  N^  6 ;  the  annual  amount 
is <£.  5,163. 

N°  7.  Pensions  to  Officers'  Widows,  in- 
cluding Paymaster's  Poundage    .£.36,672.  I 

N®  8.  Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Revenues 
of  the  Isle  of  Man,  amounting  to   «£.  560. 

N°  9,  out  of  the  Revenues  of  Gibral- 
tar   -     -   £.692, 

Out  of  the  Revenues  of  Ceylon,  480/. : 
paid  to  the  Widow  of  an  Officer,  and  to  a 
retired  Civil  Officer  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company. 

Out  of  the  Revenues  of  Lower  Canada 
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(according  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  that  province^  printed  at 
(Quebec  1807) — ^Pensions  for  Services  per- 
formed, or  to  Widows,  &c.  pursuant  to 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  Lords 
of  the  Treasury *C.  2,537. 

N°  10,  contains  a  list  of  Allowances 
granted  bv  Treasury  Minutes,  and  paya- 
ble out  ot  the  Civil  List,  and  other  funds, 
but  not  included  in  either  of  the  former 
returns:  The  amomit  is    -    -    ^.3,150. 

It  appears  by  Journal,  vol.  59,  p.  677, 
that  Allowances  to  retired  Oflicers  of  the 
Treasury,  which  are  now  charged  on  the 
Fee  Fund,,  were  formerly  made  in  the 
shape  of  Pensions  out  of  the  Civil  List. 

]S°*11  &,  12,  exibit  Allowances  paid 
out  of  the  Fee  Fund  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Foreign  Department;  the  subsisting 
charge  upon  which,  in  case  no  parts  of 
the  payments  were  suspended,  is  £,  2,5 1 5. 

N*  13,^  belongs  to  the  same  Department, 
containing  the  Minute  of  Council,  grant- 
ing a  Pension  of  1,000/.  charged  upon  the 
Establishment,  and  included  m  N°  1 1 . 

N°  1 4,  gives  the  same  account  for  the 
Colonial  Department,  amounting  to  1,625/; 
including  one  floating  Pension,  not  now  in 
a  course  of  payment,  of  600/. 

One  Pension  of  550/.  included  also  in 
the  above  sum,  is  granted  out  of  a  fund, 
styled  Extra  Contingent,  which  is  annually 
voted,  to  prevent  over  burthen  ing  the  Civil 
List ;  for  whicjb  service,  in  the  last  year 
(1807)  15,000/.  was  allotted,  besides 
12,000/.  for  extra  Messengers. 

N°  15,  exhibits  the  same  for  the  Home 
Department. — ^It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
more  of  these  Pensions  appear  to  have  the 
direct  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Treasury 
than  those  in  the  other  two  departments. 
The  annual  amount  is  -    -    -    ^.2,172. 

N°  16,  contains  an  account  of  Pensions 
payable  on  the  Ordinary  Estimate  of  the 
IS'avy,  or  granted  by  his  Majesty's  sign 
manual  out  of  the  sale  of  Old  Naval  Stores. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  these,  being 
fixed  Allowances  to  Sea  Officers,  or  per- 
sons connected  with  the  Naval  service, 
according  to  a  regular  order  of  supcrannua* 
tion,  your  Committee  wish  to  distinguish 
from  others  which  appear  in  the  same  List ; 
noting  onlVf  for  the  sake  of  the  general 
view  of  the  whole  subject,  their  total 
amount,  which  is     •    -    X  62,884 ;  viz. 

To    25  Rear  Admirals,    super- 
annuated, &c*  according  to  a  fixed 

liMe 4:.  10,265 

'*-^ins     -    -    -    D»  -    .    5,913 
lieutenants  -  D^  -    •    5^475 
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2  Physicians  and  one  prim 
Surgeon     ------ 

89  Masters;  68  Surgeons; 
Pursers ;  90  Boatswains ;  1 00  < 
ners ;  105  Carpenters ;  32  Coc 

To  Officers  who  have  recc 
wounds  in  the  Service  ;  viz. 

2  Admirals;    17  Captains; 
Lieutenants;    2  Masters;    3 
geons;    2  Pilots;    22  Office i 
Uoyal  Marines     -     -    -    - 

Mothers,  Widows,  and  Chil 

Dp  -  determinable  on  i 
contingency     -    -    -     -    - 

Widows  of  Lieutenants  - 

D°  -  of  Officers  of  Mai 
and  of  Subalterns  in  the  Navy 

Pensions,  in  the  nature  of 
ations,  to  persons  employed  i 
Line  of  this  department,  such 
Secretaries  of  tne  Admiralty,  C 
Navy,  Victualling  and  Sick  an 
ces,  and  Clerks  in  the  several  y  a 

The  same  to  Master  Atten 
ter  Shipwrights,  Sailmakers,  I 
Caulkers,  ^atbailders,  and  \ 
Artificers,  Storekeepers,  and 
employed  in  the  Yards     -     - 

Pensions  to  persons  retiring 
on  the  Ordinary  Estimate     - 

Contingent  rensions  on  D' 

Pensions  to  some  of  the  sa 
on  the  produce  of  Old  Store 
Total  of  Pensions  on  Old  Stort 
the  above  1,817/.    -    -    -     - 

Contingent  Pensions  on  D* 

Your  Committee  conceive 
tend  to  encourage  abuse,  if  ; 
ances  as  some  of  these  should 
be  covered  under  the  Ordinal 
of  the  Navy  ;  and  that  the  moi 
Allowances  out  of  the  Fund  | 
the  sale  of  Old  Stores,  in  some 
very  same  pei-sons  who  recei' 
on  the  Ordinary  Estimate,  req 
correction,  at  least  constant  at 
superintendence. 

N*  17,  shows  the  applicatior 
received  in  the  year  ending 
1 806,  from  ^he  sale  of  Old 
Ships  in  his  Majesty's  several  ] 

List  of  Bills  assigned  on  the  * 
the  Navy    -    -    -    -    -  <£.  4 

Payments  by  sign  manual, 
in  aid  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Offices  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty^  Treasurer  of  the 
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VdLTv,   and   Paymaster   of 

Wi(K>W8  Pensions      •    •    .     8^820   O   0 

Pensions  to  Officers  of  the 
Kavy^  their  Widows,  and 
near  Relatives     ....     7,059   0  0 

Miscellaneous  Allowances 
to  Officers  on  whom  honours 
have  been  conferred,  to  pay 
the  Fees  thereon,  to  others 
to  defray  the  Table  or  other 
Charges  of  Military  or  Di- 
plomatic  Persons  whom  they 
have  conveyed  to  or  from 
die  several  Stations  of  their 
Public  Service      -    .    -    -  13,802  16  0 

Balance  in  hand,  31  Dec. 
1800 12,599  13  4 

.£.85,115  n"2 

Your  Committee  cannot  view  without 
jealousy  the  Fund  arising  from  the  sale  of 
Old  Stores,  which,  in  the  year  ending  31 
Dec.  1806,  amounted  to  85,1 15/ ;  and  they 
suggest,  that  it  would  be  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  Public,  if  those  Pensions, 
which  have  been  usually  /granted  out  of 
this  Fund,  should  be  assigned  only 'on  the 
.Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  the  Trea- 
surer of  the.  Navy  should  be  made  debtor 
for  the  produce  of  Old  Stores,  under  the 
head  of  Voluntary  Account ;  by  which 
means  he  would  become  accountable  for 
the  Arrears  to  the  Exchequer,  according 
,lo  the  practice  which  prevails  with  regard 
to  Old  Stores  in  the  Ordnance. 

N*  18.  Tax  Office  :— To  superannuated 
Officers £.  1,900. 

N»  19.  Office  of  Master  of  the  Horse  :— - 
The  highest  of  these  Pensions  is  30/.  «£.902. 

N**  20.  Lord  Steward's  Office :— Annual 
Bounty £.  1,661 

Quarterly  D». 1,781 

£.  3,442. 

N®21.  Transport  Office: — ^A  Pension 
for  relinquishing  an  Office  in  1778,  paid 
at  the  Treasury  out  of  the  Civil  List,  but 
not  included  in  N*"  12.    -    -    -    «£.  100. 

N®  22.  Excise  : — A  Pension  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  Compensation  for  an  Office  in  the 
Salt  Duties ,£.148 

Another  on  the  same  Account    -     428 

3  others  on  ditto ;  together^  *    -  li019 

£.  1,595 
The  Pensions  granted  out  of  the  here- 
ditary Revenues  of  Excise,  by  Charles  2, 
and  William  3,  are  omitted. 

N«  23  &  24.  Muster  Master  Generars 
Office. — ^Pensions  granted,  by  virtue  of 
letters  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  Com- 


missaries, &c.  suppressed,  in  the  nature  of 
Compensations     -----«£.  1,966 

N«  25.  A  Pension  of  100/.  in  lien  of  a 
Place  in  the  Salt*Office  ;  which  does  not 
appear  in  the  Excise  List,  nor  in  that  of 
the  Stamp-Office,  returned  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

N*26.  Pi^-Office: — Four  Pensions  to 
Widows  of  Accountants,  &c.-  gi*anted  by 
Treasury  Letters ;  together    -    £,  1,100. 

N°  27.  Post-Office : — ^Pension  to  a  late 
Surveyor  of  the  Customs,  abolished  «£.51 1 

Another  Pension,  on  relinquishing 
the  Office  of  Postmaster  of  Ports- 
mouth      --•----•-80 

£,  590. 

N"28.  Stamps,^ — ^Pension  as  a  Com- 
pensation to  Clerk  of  Wine  Licences  £.50 

The  following  are  paid  and  in- 
cluded in  the  Bill  of  Incidents,  in 
obedience  to  Treasury  Warrants: 
To  superannuated  Officers  and  Per- 
sons employed  in  the  Perfumery 
Duty,  and  other  Duties  which  have 
been  repealed,  or  transferred  to 
other  management     .    -    .    -    -  3,080 

^.3,130. 
.  The  amount  of  Pensions  payable  out  of 
the  ,Land  Revenue  of  England,  and  com- 
prized under  the  denomination  of  "  Per- 
petual Pensions,''  is  contained  in  the  12th 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Woods, 
Forests,  and  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown, 
p.  66  to  69  ;  and  those  out  of  the  Revenue 
of  North  and  South  Wales,  are  in  the  same 
Report,  p.  151  and  153.  They  are  an- 
cient charges  upon  those  Revenues,  and 
have  been  subject  to  no  alterations  since 
the  date  of  that  Report,  except  by  the 
governments  of  Conway  and  Ludlow  Cas- 
tles being  now  vacant  (to  the  former  of 
which  a  Salary  of  23/.  and  to  the  latter  a 
Salary  of  30/.  was  attached),  and  by  the 
Stewardship  of  Cantermellenith,  held  by 
the  earl  of  Oxford,  having  been  granted, 
without  the  Salary  of  100/.  since  1795, 
when  the  late  earl  of  Oxford  died. 

The  Salary  of  400/.  payable  annually  to 
the  Auditor  for  Wales,  was  transferred 
from  the  Civil  List  to  the  Land  Revenue, 
by  Treasury  Warrant,  in  1804  or  1805  ; 
and  other  annual  sums,  to  the  amount  of 
10,168/.  have  also  been  transferred,  under 
the  same  authority,  from  the  Civil  List  to 
the  Land  Revenue;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  contained  in  N^  29 ;  and  it 
appears  that  these  payments  properly  be- 
long to  the  Forests,  Parks,  or  Land  Reve- 
nue of  the  Crown. 
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Gratuities  for.lenglh  of  service  to  sondrv 
Officers  on  the  above  Establtshment^  esti- 
mated and  voted  this  year,  8,565/:  the 
particulars  of  ivhich  are  placed  opposite 
to  the  names  in  the  return  of  the  Esublish- 
ment,  endorsed  ^1*751,  among  the  papers 
of  your  Committee. 

ii*  30.  The  pay  of  superannuated  and 
disabled  men,  halt-pay  of  reduced  Officers 
for  good  services,  pursuant  to  his  majesty's 
Warrants,  according  to  the  Estimate  of 
this  year  (1808),  voted  by  the  house, 
amounts  to  -•••--  £.60,$05 
Pbnsions. — Scotland. 

N^  SI,  32,  and  33,  contain  an  account 
of  the  total  Amount  of  Pensions  paid  out 
of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  S(t>tland,  in 
the  year  1807,  being    -    -    -    «f. 38,588. 

— together  with  a  list  of  such  of  the 
above  Pensions  as  were  granted  in  the 
same  year,  amounting  to     -    -    X2,834 

Also,  a  list  of  of  Pensions  paid  in  1800 
amounting  to    -    -    •    •    -     j£,  36,880 

— together  with^  a  list  of  contingent 
Pensions,  amounting  to    •    -    «£.  2,600 

Also,  an  account  of  the  total  Amount  of 
Pensions  in  1805,  exclusive  of  contingent 
Pensions,  being     ....     J^.  36)086 

Of  the  same  in  1804,  being  <£.34,679 

'  It  appears  from  an  account  ordered  to 

be  printed  18  June  1801,  that  the  Amount 

of  Pensions  was,  in  1801    -    -    <£.  24,864 

And  from  30th  Report  Committee  of 
Finance,  appendix  (A.  22.) 

In  1797      -    -    .     .  i!.23,862 
And  in  1761      -    -    -    5,940. 

The  Revenues  out  of  which  these  Pay- 
ments are  made,  and  the  aathority  as  well 
as  the  general  circumstances  under  which 
they  are  granted,  require  some  observation. 

The  Civil  List  acts  passed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  and  present  rei^n 
1  Geo.  2,  c.  1.  1  Geo.  3.  C.  1.  by  which  the 
hereditary  revenues  were  surrendered  in 
consideration  of  a  fixed  annuity,  expressly 
reserved  to  his  majesty  the  several  duties 
and  revenues  which  had  been  antece- 
dently payabfe  to  the  crown  in  Scotland, 
**  in  die  same  manner  only  and  subject  to 
the  like  charges  as  the  same  were  subject 
to''  in  iIk  immediately  preceding  reigns. 
«— Thase  BevemKS  constituted,  antece- 
denftljr  to  the  Wxm,  a  fund  applicable  to 

imral  charges  of  the 

d ;  but  laws 

•  (7  Anne, 

1.  s.  108.) 

Customs 

barged 
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with  the  support  of  the  Courts 


Justiciary,  and  Exchequer;  o 
fessed  ground,  that,   ''  since 
"  the  expense  of   keeping  u 
"  courts  could  be  no  otherwii 
«  for.'' 

The  Customs  and  Excise  are 
ed  with  the  expences  of  the 
and  of  the  Great  Seal,  althoug 
not  mentioned  in. the  acts   r* 
The  20th  Geo.  2,  c.  43.   s. 
abolished    heretable   jurisdicti 
authority  to  mnt  competent 
the  Sheriffs,  but  without  spec 
fond  out  of  which  they  should  bt 
— (N"  38.) — ^These  salaries  have 
charged  upon  the  Customs  ar 
though  they  seem  more  properl} 
to  the  reserved  Rev^nues^  smce 
to  which  they  are  annexed  mak 
the  general  Civil  establishmen 
Geo.  3,  c.  47.  the  salaries  of 
Officers  of  the  Court  of  Admiral 
the  commissary  court,  whose  ei 
before  the  passing  of  that  act  de 
tees  of  office,  then  abolished,  w< 
ed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same  fti 
Report    Finance  Committee, 
(A.  5.) 

N*  34.  These  reserved  Reve 
sist  of  new  subsidy  of  Customs, 
course  increases  with  the  progrcs 
merce ;  of  the  hereditary  and  t 
revenues  of  Excise,  which  depei 
quantity  of  Beer  aiid  Ale  brewe 
land ;  of  the  seizures  of  customs 
and  forfeitures  of  Excise  ;  an 
Crown  Rents  and  Casualties,  all 
are  subject  to  fluctuation.  Thei 
amount  in  three  years,  ending 
1 807,  was  209,37 1 ; — being  on  a 
yearly        -        -        -        . 

N*  ^5  &  36.  Their  total  groi 
in  the  same  three  years  was     Jt 

N*  37.    The    difference  bef 
gross  and  net  amount  of  these 
arose  from  Bounties,  Drawbacks, 
legal  Re-payments,  as  well  as  C 
Management. 

N«  38.  Their  total  gross  amoi 
three  years  1761,  1762,  and  J 
119,504/.  -  average  , 

N«  39.  The  Charges  to  which 
liable  in  the  year  ending  10  € 
were — 1st  Tbt  of  the  Pension  I 
then         ^        .        •        • 

2nd.  Certain  Payments  forti 
Civil   Eftablithment  of  Scotlan 
uncomiected  with  the  Courts 
Justice        ••       «        •        « 
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A|id,  thirdly,  Pajnnents  for  Mis- 
ccllancouB  Setvicfcs      -        -        -J     8,575 

£.  5*3,843. 

N'  40.  In  the  year  ending  10  Oct.  1 806, 
the  sum  of  30,000/.  beine  a  surplus  of  this 
Revenue,  was  transferred  to  his  Majesty's 
Civil  Government  in  England  ps'*  41),  by 
a  Warrant  for  that  purpose,  and  was  ap- 
plied (with  the  exception  of  ;,000/.  to 
yaridus  purposes  of  the  Civil  List. 

Your  Committee  perceiving  that  so  large 
and  increasing  a  proportion  of  these  re- 
served Revenues  has  been  applied  to  Pen- 
sions, and  that  under  the  present  system 
there  is  no  security  against  their  further 
extension,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
idirect  their  particular  attention  to  this 
subject ;  which  had  likewise  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  in 
1798,  (30th  Report,  p.  15.)  who  adverting 
to  the  great  increase  of  Pensions  on  the 
Civil  Establishment  of  Scotland,  even  at 
that  time,   '  and    to  the    comparatively 

*  small  duties  performed  bv  many  of  the 
f  persons  holding  some  of  the  offices,' 
thought  it  .'an  object  well  deserving  consi- 

*  deration,  whether,  instead  of  their  being 
'  granted,  as  in  some  instances  they  ap- 
«  peared  to  have  been,  the  emoluments 

*  thereof  should  not,  as  future  occasions 
5  and  as  instances  might  ofifer,  be  applied 
/  in  favour  of  persons  who  might  have  dis- 
'  tinguished  themselves  by  great  public 
'  service,  or  in  ease  of  the  funds  applied 
''  to  the  Pension  Listj  if  the  existing  charges 
'  thereon,  on  a  due  examination,  should  be 

*  found  necessary.' — ^The  amount  of  pen- 
sions, which  is  already  equal  to  more  than 
two-fifths  of  the  allowed  pension  list  of 
England,  ought  clearly  to  be  considered, 
in  connexion  with  the  emoluments  of  sine- 
cure places  and  offices  performed  by  de- 
puty in  Scotland,  which  amount  9>  near 
30,000/. ;  a  subject  which  will  come  under 
more  immediate  consideration  in  a  further 
jjart  of  this  report.^ — By  the  articles  of 
union,  it  was  stipulated  that  certain 
blanches  of  the  ancient  establishment  of 
Scotland  should  remain ;  but  although  the 
duties  of  some  of  these  offices  have  ceased, 
and  those  of  others  have  been  diminished, 
*the  ancient  salaries  and  emoluments  con- 
tinue to  be  annexed,  and  in  one  instance 
Jthat  of  the  Privy  Seal)  an  addition  of 
1,500/.  per  annum  was  jnade  in  1804, 
which  is,  however,  professedly  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  annuity,  and  to  continue  only 

'  so  long  ias  the  present  possessor  shall  con- 
^imiQ  to  hold  the.  office  of  keeper ^of  the 
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Privy  Seal ;  being  in  substance  ^m  aug^ 
mentation  of  the  pension  Jist,  to  which  it 
has  been  added  in  the  foregoijng  Account. 
It  is  payable  out  of  a  part  of  the  reserved 
revenues  called  land  rents  and  casualties  ; 
and  the  warrant  has  been  already  printed 
by  order  of  the  house,  5th  March  1805. — 
As  it  appears  from  the  foregoing  statements, 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  the  crown  in 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  reserved  revenues  out  of  which  they 
are  paid,  have  been  considerably  increas- 
ed, your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
they  should  not  have  acquitted  themselves 
of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  if  they 
had  not  pointed  out  these  subjects  as  mat- 
ters which  will  well  deserve  the  consider- 
ation of  parliament,  whenever  the  expen- 
diture oi  the  Civil   List  shall   again  be- 
come the  subject  of  investigation ;  and  if 
not  precluded  by  the  terms  of  the  Civil 
List  act,  from  interfering  in  any  manner 
at  present  with  the  application  of  the  re- 
served revenues,  your  Committee  would 
suggest,  that  it  might  Ipecome  the  advisers 
of  the  crown  to  refrain  from  recommend- 
ing any  further  increase  of  the  pensions 
charged  upon  those  revenues  until  occa- 
sion shaU  have  been  given  for  such  in- 
vestigation.— ^The  number  of  persons  re- 
ceiving pensions  in  1761  was  19  ;  in  1797 
It  had  increased  to    185  ;    and    it  now 
amounts  to  331,  exclusive  of  24  contin- 
gent pensions.  The  present  pensions,  how- 
ever are  for  the  most  part  small,  and  about 
two-thirds  are  granted  to  females. — ^The 
Committee  of  Fiilance  in  1798,  remark  on 
the  delicacy  with  which  a  fund  should  be 
touched,  which  concerns  the  munificence 
of  the  sovereign,  as  applied  either  to   the 
encouragement  of  learning  and  religion, 
to  the  remuneration  of  national  services 
in  the  rewarding  of  public  merit,  or  in  the 
support  of  those  branches  of  noble  and 
respectable   families,  '  which,  the  policy 
'  and  principles  of  the  British  Constitution 
'  cannot  suffer  to  fall  into  indigence."   30. 
p.  1 2.- — ^Your  Committee  by  no  means  wish 
to  repress  the  munificence  of  the  ci-own 
as  applied  to  the  three  first  of  these  ob- 
jects, nor  even  to  exclude  the  last-men- 
tioned consideration;   but  the  undefined 
state  of  the  reserved  revenues  appears  to 
have  encouraged   a    growing  facility    in 
granting  pensions,  which  it  may  be,  on  a 
fiiture  occasion,  important  to  restrain.     It 
is  obvious  that  a  too  general  application  of 
them  '  to  the  support  of  the'   (remoter) 
*  branches  of  noble  and  respectable  fami- 
'  lies'  even  though  tlie  individuals  who  re- 
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ceive  them  should  not  be  affluent,  may 
serve  to  spare  the  funds  of  the  opulent  at 
the  expence  of  the  public,  and  may 
create  an  undue  dependence  upon  those, 
in  whose  hands  the  distribution  of  royal 
tnuniiicence  is  vested. 

N"  42,  presents  a  Return  of  the  Con- 
vention of  royal  Burghs  in  Scotland  to  an 
order,  for  an  account  of  public   money 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Convention, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Civil  List  act,  sec.  10. 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  same. — ^The  lords  of  trade  and 
police  in  Scotland  being  abolished  by  that 
statute,  it  was  enacted,  *  that  ail  sums  under 
their  management  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Convention  of  royal  Burghs;' 
it  appears  however  that  no  such  sums  have 
been  received,  that  considerable  ditHculty 
and  delay  occurred  in  procuring  informa- 
tion, nearly  five  years  having  elapsed  be- 
fore the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier 
to  the  late  board  (amounting  in  July  1783 
to  858/.)  was  ascertained,  that  a  demand 
to  deliver  up  the  records  of  the  board,  and 
to  pay  this  balance,  was  resisted,  on  the 
ground  that  the  act  gave  no  power  to  re- 
ceive such  papers,    nor  to  call  on  the 
cashier  to  account  for  his  intromissions 
with  the  sums  received  by  him  during  the 
existence  of  the  board ;  that  the  board  of 
police  also  represented  •  that  the  same  act 
authorised  th^  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  grant  annuities  equal  to  the  legal 
emoluments  of  the  persons  whose  offices 
should  be  suppressed  ;  (the  expression  of 
the  act  is  '  who  have  diligently  and  (ailh- 
*  liiUy  executed  the  offices.')  and  that  the 
cashier  having  been  used  to  derive  emolu- 
ments from,  the  money  in  his  hands,  he 
could  not  continue  to  enjoy  a  compensa- 
tion equal  to  his  accustomed  and  legal 
emoluments,  if  the  balance  in  his  hands 
should  be  taken  from  him  during  his  life  ; 
that  the  Convention  commenced  un  action 
against  the  cashier  in   1789  for  his  said 
balance,  but  relinquished  it  in  1791,  from 
an  unwillingness  to  incur  expence  in  pro- 
secuting a  claim  which  might  not  be  esta- 
blished.— The  return  further  states,  that 
600/.  per  annum,  formerly  granted  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  the  board 
of  police,  which  the  Convention  claimed, 
conceivint^  it  to  have  been  the  only  fund 
at  their,  disposal,  have,  since  'the  passing 
of  tfaMMlHMD  granted  to  officers  of  the 

" "»   for  the   eniolu- 

ressed,  of  which 

"^aid  to  four  per- 

one.  (No.  43.) 


This  payment  havin^j*  been  i 
purely  local,  seems  to  be  a  c\ 
ally  belonging  more  properly 
ditary  Scotch  Revenue  than 
list. — ^Your  Committee  submit^ 
unsatisfactory  a  return  may 
attention  of  the  commissioner 
jesty's  treasury  ;  and  that  the 
t'rom  the  cashier  ought  to  be 
with,  or  if  it  should  be  irrcco^ 
the  annual  payment  to  biiii  of 
immediately  to  cease. 

^ENSio^s.-^/rc/^trtrf 

The  total  of  pensions  on  the 

Ireland  were,  in  the  year  end 

180S,   according  to  the   anni 

finance  account,  p.  91      -     - 

They  were  for  the  year  end 

J807 - 

An  account  was  laid  before 
made  up  to  June  1801  (and  [: 
June),  with  the  names  of  the  | 
the  amount  of  which  was     -  , 
There  were  also  two  additior 
printed  22nd  Feb.  1 805,  of - 
and  (jth  Feb.  1807,  of     -    - 

In  the  5yth  vol.  ot  the  Joun 
is  a  list  of  all   pensions  gran 
establishment  of  Ireland,  up 
Jan.  1804-,  specifying  the  dat< 
tinuance  of  each  grant ;  to  \ 
Committee  are  obliged  to  refe 
culars,  not  having  received  a 
thc»r  repeated  orders,  of  the  pi 
of  the  pension  list.    The  amc 
Jan.    ISO-I-,   according  to   tha 
104,258/.    exclusive  of    104/. 
head  of  Charity,  and  3,832/.  i 
Pensions. — ^The  civil  list  act, 
c.  34,  directed  the  gradual  re 
the  pension  list  to  80,000/. ;  1 
lowed  an  annual  grant  of  pens 
extent  of  1,200/.  in  every  ycai 
continues  an  excess  above  the  li 
In   1793,  when  the  act  pas$e< 
was     --------^ 

N*  44,  contains  a  list  of  al 
and  diminutions  in  the  peu^ic 
civil  establishment  of  Ireland 
June  1801,  of  which  the  form 
to  8,400/.  and  the  latter  to  32,3  j 
upon  the  whole  a  diminution  • 
to  be  subtracted  from  the  tot< 
the  printed  account  for  IS'j 
would  leave,  as  the  total  of  tl 
pension  list,  88,103/.  but  by  t 
papers  abovt*  referred  to,  the  to 

5th  Jan.  180^ 

N»  4ti.  Out  of  the  Customs  f< 
cndcd^Sth  Jan.  1807    -    -    •- 
k 


exlrit] 


FARL.  PAPERS— T^W  Reptn-tfiom  the 


[cjdvm 


The  greater  number  of.  these  are  in 
sums  not  exceeding  20/. 

In,  the  printed  finance  papers  for  the 
year  ended  5th  Jan.    1808,   p.   1S>  the 
salaries,  pensions,  and   gratuities  in   the 
customs,  exclusive  of  salaries  on  the  esta- 
blishment, are  stated  at     -    -  «£.  41,662. 
N°  48.  Out  of  the  Excise  for  the  year 
^nded  5th  Jan.  1 807     -    -^   -    of.  5,993. 
These  pensions  have  been  increased  by 
S00/«  or  rather  more,  in  each  of  the  three 
last  years  — ^Thcy  are  in  general  in  sums 
under  52/.  and  are  all  granted  by  the 
board,  with  the  approbation  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  lords  of  the  treasury. — In 
th^  printed  finance  papers  for  this  year, 
ended  5  th  Jan.  1808,  p*  14,  the  salaries, 
pensions,  and   gratuities,  payable  out  of 
the  Excise  (excluuve  of  salaries  on  the 
establishment)  amounted  to;  -  £.  15,277. 
N"*  49.      Pensions    out   4f   the    Post- 

Office £.  1,334. 

N°  50.     D^    ».    .    -  out  of  the  Stamp 

Duties <£.  1,496. 

N°  51.  Under  acts  passed  in  1799  and 
1800,  pensions  were  granted  to  persons 
instrumental  in  suppressing  the  rebellion, 
to  be  named  by  the  lord  lieutenant; 
which  amount  at  this  time,/  subject  to 
diminution    by  the  .  extinction  of  lives, 

to £.  2,700. 

645.  Pension  contingent  to  Thomas 
lord  Manners,  now  lord  chancellor  of  Ire- 
land     -    -     -  ' £>  4,000. 

Pension  to  John  lord  Redesdale,  late 
ditto     --.*----    iT.  4,000. 
Pension  to  right  hon.  Geo.'  Ponsonby, 
ditto     -    -    r     -    -    -    -    -    jp.  4,000. 
The  description  of  pensions  contained 
in  N^  11.  14.  15.  and  in  13,  are  (^an  ob- 
jectionable nature,  inasmuch,  as  they  are 
neither  paid  nor  entered  at  the  Exchequer 
under  the  head  of  Pensions ;  and  in  case 
of  any  deficiency  in  the  Fee  Fund-  they 
fall  directly  upon  the  civil  list.     These 
allowances  are  in  some  cases  conferred  by 
the  head  of  an  office  upon  persons  in  that 
office  itself,  without  amy  other  apparent 
isontrol ;  and  even  where  they  have  been 
granted  by  his  majesty  in  council,  al- 
though the  instrummit  becomes  more  for- 
mal, all  objection  is  not  removed.    They 
tend  to  confound  two  things,  which  ought 
always  to  be  kept  {>erfectly  distinct,  the 
necessary  expence  incurred  for  transact- 
ing the  business  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, and  gratuities  paid  where  no  duty 
is  annexed;   they  become    indirectly  a 
burden  upon  the  civil  list,  and  by  escaping 
notice,  under  the  general  title  of  Establish- 


ment, may  tend  to  divert  a  fund,  which 
was  wisely  formed  under  the  sanction  of 
parliament  out  of  the  fees  of  office  for  the 
purposes  of  economy,  into  a  source  of  pa- 
tronage.—rThis  fund  was  constituted  io  the 
year  1795,  out  of  the  fees  and  gratuities 
received  in  the  offices  of  the  three  seae- 
taries  of  state ;  and  it  has  relieved  the  cW\\ 
list  from  the  burden  of  the  fixed  es« 
tablishment  of  those  offices,  which  was 
previously  charged  upon  it  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  deficiencies  as  are  now  oc- 
casionally made  up  by  the  Civil  List ;)  in 
consequence  of  which  arrangement,  a  ma- 
terial saving  has  been  obtained  for  the 
public,  and  the  salaries  in  those  offices, 
which  were  before  liable  to  great  fluctua- 
tions, have  been  fixed  at  a  precise  sum, 
considerably  below  the  average  of  their 
former  amount. — ^In  N**  28,  it  has  been  ob- 
served, that  pensions  to  certain  persons 
formerly  employed  in  the  stamp  office 
are  paid  and  mciuded  in  the  bill'  of  inci- 
dents, in  pursuance  of  warrants  from  the 
board  of  treasury.  Your  Committee  con- 
ceive that  annual  allowances  ought  not  to 
be  granted  generally,  and  without  ^cjal 
reasonsi  to  persons  retiring  from  official 
situations  either  by  their  own  chmce,  or 
upon  any  new  arrangement  in  the  mode 
of  conducting  business;  and  that  such 
grants  become  more  particularly  objection- 
able, if  the  practice  should  be  allowed  to 
continue  of  charging  any  allowances,  be- 
yond .  such  as  are  superannuations  in  the 
strictest  sense,  mmong  the  salaries  or  in- 
cidents of  any  department,  instead  of 
classing  tod  entering  them  as  Pensions, 
so  that  they  may  be  kept  entirely  distinct 
from  the  salaries  paid  for  transacting  the 
current  business  of  the  office. — ^Even  when 
a  meritorious  officer -has  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  yean,  he  ought  not  to  receive  re- 
miineration  as  a  mere  matter  of  course 
upon  retiring,  without  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  emoluments  of  the  office,  and 
the  fortune  which  he  may  have  had  the 
means  of  acquiring  in  that  service,  as  well 
as  the  particular  circumstances  of  hisca«J 
but  with  regard  to  such  as  may  he  ineffi- 
cient or  useless  (otherwise  than  in  conse- 
quence of  age  or  infirmity)  special  cir- 
cumstances alone  can  justify  the  propriety 
of  rewarding  them,  when  it  becomes  con- 
venient for  the  public  service,  that  tneir 
situations  should  be  filled  by  persons  bet- 
ter qualified  to  discharge  the  datics.- 
Your  Committee  cannot  but  discounte- 
nance the  principle  of  granting  ^*^|?P^j 
sationforioffices  «>ppressed  oraboJwneO; 
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the  possessors  of  which  hare  not  either 
had  an  interest  in  them  for  life,  or  by  the 
custom  of  such  offices  have  been  justly 
considered  as  having  such  a  tenure  in 
them. — ^With  regard  to  the  allowances 
made  to  those  who  were  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  duties  either 
repealed,  or  transferred  to  other  manage- 
ment, it  is  impossible  not  to  animadvert 
upon  suffering  persons  to  remain  a  per- 
manent burden  upon  the  public,  if  there 
has  been  any  opportunity  of  placing  them 
.in  other  offices,  where  their  qualifications 
and  habits  of  business  miG;ht  render  them 
useful,  and  deserving  of  salary.  The  war- 
rants for  most  of  these  grants  were  in  fact 
very  properly  drawn  only  «*  during  the 

*  pleasure  of  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 

*  sury>  or  until  the  parties  are  respectively 
'  otherwise  provided  for."  The  scale  of 
all  offices  has  necessarily  been  so  much  ex- 
tended since  the  repeal  or  transfer  of  those 
duties,  that  little  difficulty  seems  likely 
to  have  occurred  in  giving  employment 
to  all  those  individuals ;  and  their  situation 
would  probably  have  been  more  frequently 
presented  to  the  notice  of  the  executive 
government,  if  the  allowance  had  appeared 
in  the  shape  of  pension,  instead  of  being 
included  among  the  incidents  of  the  es- 
tablishment.— Since  offices  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  created  solely  for  public  uti- 
lity, and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  happen  to  hold  them,  there 
must  exist  a  perfect  right  in  those  who 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  public,  to  re- 
gulate, alter,  and  control  their  functions ; 
ft  becomes  a  doty  to  abolish  such  as  ap- 
pear superfluous,  and  to  abridge  the  emo- 
luments of  all  which  can  be  conducted  to 
the  same  advantage,  but  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  Without  the  constant  superintend- 
ence and  vigilance  of  the  house,  irregula- 
rities hi  the  i^ranting  of  compensations  and 
superannuations  may  from  time  to  time 
creep  m ;  but  your  committee  conceive 
that  it  may  be  some  check  against  this 
sort  of  expenditure,  if  all  such  grants, 
besides  being  brought  ai  it  were  into  one 
ibcus,  where  they  may  be  viewed  collect 
lectively,  and  distinctly,  shottld  also  pass, 
without  exception,  under  the  teview  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasurvy  who  being 
constitutionally  responsible  for  all  matters 
of  expenditure,  should  be  intrusted  with 
a  general  control  over  every  article  of  it, 
and  armed  with  powers  to  prevent  in 
every  department  any  improper  accumu* 
lotion  of  charge. — Tne  Committee  on  Fi- 
aatfoo^  (22.)  having  observedi  that  it  may 


materially  conduce  to  the  cn( 
economy,  if  parliament  should 
require  annual  accounts  of  eve 
and  diminution  which  may 
place  in  the  course  of  each  pre 
m  the  salaries,  emoluments,  ar 
of  all  public  offices,  your  Co 
commend  that  it  should  be  ma< 
of  the  house,  that  such  an  a( 
be  produced,  within  twenty  da 
commencement  of  every  sessic 
an  account  of  all  additional  P 
allowances  paid  for  services  not 
Compensations. 

Compensations  for  the  loss 
which  it  has  been  judged  e: 
abolish  or  regulate,  aflbrd  anoi 
allowances  paid  for  service  n( 
cuted  ;  they  exhibit  a  sum 
decreasing,  as  the  lives  of  thos 
them  gradually  fall  in. — ^The 
tions  printed  in  the  Report  up 
List,. were,  for  the  year  18C 
but  there  were  included  in  t1 
annual  and  quarterly  bounty  i 
Steward's  office,  ancf  small  pei 
office  of  Master  of  the  Horse 
here  classed  with  the  Pensions ; 
the  pensions  and  allowances 
in  this  Report,  many  will  be  1 
might  perhaps  be  classed,  witl 
priety,  under  the  title  of  Comp 
The  List  of  Compensations  grs 
land  on  account  of  the  unio 
particular  periods  daring  whi 
ral  offices  were  held  by  the 
ceiving  compensations,  is  pri 
50th  voL  of  the  Journals,  p.  77 

The  accounts  of  Compcsisati 
N<>  b3  to  N<»  62,  in  the  Append 

In  examining  the  several  L 
servation  of  the  house  will  natv 
tracted,  in  the  first  place,  to  th< 
of  the  sum  derivea  through  vi 
nels,  to  the  use  of  persons  not  a 
forming  any  speaes  of  public 
is  true,  that  considerable  porti< 
payments  are  to  be  regarded  ii 
of  remnneration  for  services  ^ 
been  rendered  to  the  public,  e 
persons  themselves,  or  their  net 
and  to  such  as  strictly  belons^  1 
where  the  duty  has  been  dil 
faithfully  done,  and  for  an  ade< 
of  time,  and  where  the  persont 
cnmstanced  as  to  have  strong 
the  public,  no  impediment  is 
be  objected.  But  though  ins 
occur  of  persons  whose  clain 
public  are  not  equally  appar 
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to  be  traced,  your  Committee  do  not  con- 
ceive that  it  is  their  province  to  descend 
into  the  invidious  ti^sk  of  examining  par- 
ticular cases,  being  desirous  of  carry ii^g 
their  retrospect  no  further  than  may  be 
8utficlent  to  lay  a  foundation  fur  future  re- 
form and  regulaiiun. — The  words  with 
which  this  par«  of  the  statute,  sec.  19.  is 
prefaced,  that  'it  is  no  disparagement  for 
•  any  persons  to  be  relieved  by  the  royal 
'  bounty  in  their  distress,  but  on  the  con- 
'  trary,  it  is  honourable  on  just  cause  to  be 
'  thought  worthy  of  reward,'  point  out  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  objects  of  bounty 
should  be  selected,  and  show  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  allot  so  large  a  sum  to  be 
distributed  through  favour,  without  regard 
to  just  cause  and  desert.  But  the  practice 
which  has  been  animadverted  upon,  of 
granting  and  charging  pensions  under  the 
general  expenses  of  separate  departments, 
tends  to  elude  the  limitation  which  was 
meant  t6  be  imposed,  and  by  rewarding  in 
this  manner  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  claims  of  official  merit,  and  long  ser- 
vice, to  leave  a  larger  amount  than  was  in- 
tended fur  gratuitous  disposal. — It  must 
not  be  overlooked,  that  in  cases  of  distin- 
guished merit,  parliament  has  ever  been 
ready  to  exempt  the  Civil  List  from  any 
additional  burden ;  and  as  instances  of 
this  honourable  description  have,,  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  never  occurred 
more  frequently  than  within  these  latter 
yearrf^  so  the  liberality  of  the  nation  has 
been  called  forth  to  a  larger  extent  than 
in  any  former  period. — ^A  further  consi- 
deration is,  that  although  most  of  the 
grants  are  nominally  during  pleasure,  they 
are  generally  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an 
interest  for  life ;  and  that  examples  rarely 
occur  where  a  change  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  grantees  has  occasioned  those  who 
have  the  legitimate  controul  to  abolish,  or 
jnduce4  those  by  whom  they  are  held,  vo- 
luntarily to  surrender  them.  The  foQt- 
steps  towards  royal  bounty  are  visible  in 
all  directions,  but  few  traces  of  return  are 
discoverable. — Undler  all  these  circum- 
stances your  Committee  do  not  hesitate  in 
submitting  to  the  house,  that  all  allow- 
ances in  the  nature  of  pensions,  which  are 
not  strictly  superannuations,  should  be 
classed  under  their  proper  head,  and  paid 
at  the  Exchequer  ;  preserving  at  the  same 
time  entries  of  such  pensions,  Together  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  have 
been  granted,  on  the  establishment  of  the 
offices  in  which  the  services  have  been  per- 
formed.— ^It   may   be   also    expedient  to 


I  limit  the  sums  in  which  allowances  may 
be  applied  to  cases  of  superannuation,  so 
as  not  to  exceed  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
former  salary. — The  regulations  under 
which  superannuations^  are  granted  in  the 
customs,  Ko.  ()7,  deserve  the  attention  of 
the  house,  as  uniting  a  due  consideration 
towards  long  and  meritorious  service,  with 
a  just  attention  to  economy. — By  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  commons  of  Ireland, 
7  th  April  1784,  no  yearly  allowance  was 
permitted  to  be  placed  on  incidents  in 
cases  of  superamiuation,  except  ibr  officers 
who  shall  have  served  forty  year?!  without 
censure  ;  or  ofiicers  who  shall  have 
received  a  wound  or  hurt  in  the  service, 
amounting  to  a  total  disability ;  or  for  wi- 
dows of  officers  who  shall  have  lost  their 
1  i ves  i  n  t  h  e  se  r  v  ice  of  the  re  venue. :  but  by 
a  subsequent  revision  of  that  resolution, 
26th  July  1793,  twenty-five  years  were 
substituteij  instead  of  the  term  of  iurty 
years,  as  being  sufficient  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  said  resolution,  respecting 
the  placing  on  incidents  any  yearly  allow- 
ance for  superannuated  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue, yfho  have  already  served,  or  shall 
have  served  the  said  term  of  twenty-five 
years  without  censure. — ^These  general  un- 
qualified expressions  have  been  perhaps 
liable  to  misconstruction,  as  if  tbey  were 
calculated  to  convey  a  sort  of  right  of  su- 
perannuation after  twenty-five  years  of 
service ;  whereas  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
it  never  could  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  house  of  commons  to  countenance  a 
new  claim  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  but  on 
the  contrary  to  impose  a  restraint  upon  the 
executive  government*  from  granting  any 
such  allowances  even  to  superannuated  of- 
ficers, unless  where  they  bad  served  meri- 
toriously the  prescribed  number  of  years, 
or  had  otherwise  been  incapacitated  in  the 
public  service,  as  described  in  the  resolu- 
tion.— The  18th  section  of  the  Civil  List 
act  makes  an  exception  in  favour  of  per- 
sons who  have  served  the  crown  in  foreign 
courts,  and  continues  to  his  majesty  .the 
power  of  granting  at  his  pleasure  such 
proportion  of  their  former  appointments 
as  may  seem  expedient,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  their  service.  The  names  of  all 
those  who  now  receive  allowances  upon 
this  account  are  contained  in  N°  63,  and 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  several  ser- 
vices are  particularized  in  N**64i — The 
circumstances  attending  the  present  war 
make  this  list  unusually  large,  at  a  period 
when  so  little  of  friendly  intercourse  sub- 
sists, between  this  country  and  the  contf* 
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your  Committee^  whether  iuny  pecuniary 
advantage,  however  large  or  conyenieat> 
can  compensate  to  a  state  for  the  amount 
of  Tree  and  misery  thus  necessarily  pro- 
duced by  the  levy  of  it. — ^The  answer  to 
this  question  is  submitted  to  your  wisdom 
and  deliberation.  But  in  order  that  the 
house  may  come  to  a  decision^  in  every 
view  80  in^portant  to  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  the  community,  without  pre- 
judice, your  Committee  cannot  conclude 
without  expressing  a  decided  opinion, 
that  the  pecuniary  advantage  derivea  fit>m 
a  state  lottery,  is  much  greater  in  appear- 
ance than  in  reality.  When  we  take  into 
consideration  the  increase  of  poor's  rates 
ai'ising  from  the  number  of  families  driven 
hy  speculations  in  the  lottery,  whether 
fortunate  or  otherwise,  to  seek  parochial 
relief,  the  diminished  consumption  of  ex- 
ciseable  articles  during  the  drawings,  and 
"Other  circumstances  deducible  from  the 
evidence,  they  may  well  be  considered  to 
4>perate  as  a  large  deduction  from  the 
gross  sums  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
contractors.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sum 
raised  upon  the  people  is  much  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  received  by  the 
State,  than  in  any  other  branch  of  revenue. 
—No  mode  of  raising  money  appears  to 
your  Committee  so  burthensome,  se  per- 
nicious, and  so  unproductive  ;  no  species 
of  adventure  is  known,  where  the  chances 
are  so  great  against  the  adventurer ;  none 
where  the  infatuation  is  more  powerful, 
lasting,  and  destructive. — ^In  the  lower 
classes  of  society  the  persons  engaged, 
whether  successful  or  unfortunate,  are, 
generally  speaking,  either  immediately  or 
ultimately  tempted  to  their  ruin;  and 
there  is  scarcely  any  condition  of  life  so 
destitute  and  abandoned,  that  its  distresses 
have  not  been  aggravated  by  this  allure- 
ment to  gaming,  held  forth  by  the  state. — 
Your  Committee  are  conscious  that  they 
are  far  from  having  exhausted  all  the 
Iprounds  upon  which  it  might  be  urged, 
that  the  lottery  ought  not  to  be  resorted 
to  as  a  financial  resource.  The  reasoning 
upon  them  appears  to  your  Committee  to 
apply  with  peculiar  force  to  the  situation, 
the  habits,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  a 
great  manufacturing  and  commercial  na- 
tion, in  which  it  must  be  dangerous,  in  the 
highest  degree,  to  difibse  a  spirit  of  specu- 
lation, whereby  the  mind  is  misled  from 
those  habits  of  continued  industry  which 
insure  the  acquisition  of  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence, to  delusive  dreams  of  sudden 
ttd  enormous  wealth,  which  most  gene- 


rally end  in  abject  poverty  aij 
ruin.  If  after  all  that  has  Ij 
and  a  perusal  of  the  evidenc^ 
shall  thmk  proper  to  sanction  tj 
of  the  lottery  in  any  future  se^ 
liament,  your  Committee  red 
your  consideration  the  various; 
contained  in  their  two  Repq 
alteration  of  the  law,  firom  whii 
willing  to  hope,  at  least,  that  sj 
cial  selection  may  be  made.! 
cannot  flatter  themselves  with  ti 
tion  that  they  have  been  much ; 
nate  than  the  able  persons  who  U 
themselves  with  so  much  indu 
little  success  to  the  same  subji 
whom  the  public  are  indebte 
attempt  to  correct  the  evils,  wl 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  cj 
done  away  by  the  suppression  i 
from  which  thej  are  derived. 


Third  Report  from  the  Co^ 
THE  Public  Expenditure, 
United  Kingdom.  * 

Third  Report  from  the  Com 

Sointed  to  examine  and  co 
Regulations  and  Checks  hav 
blished,  in  order  to  control 
branches  of  the  Public  Expi 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; 
the  same  have  been  effectual 
further  measures  can  be  ado 
ducing  any  part  of  the  said  e 
tnr  diminishing  the  amount 
and  Emoluments,  without  d 
the  Public  Service.  —  Ori 
printed  29th  June  1803. 

Xhe  House  having,  by  an  in 
7th  July  1807,  directed  the  s 
your  Committee  to  all  pensions 
and  reversionary  grants  paid 
public  xievenue,  or  out  of  any  i 
cable  to  the  public  service,  il 
judged  proper  to  lay  separatel) 
House,  the  result  of  their  inq 
subjects  of  such  importance.^- 
paid  out  of  public  money  to  j 
actually  performing  service,  ha^ 
times  attracted  the  notice  of  pa 
Towards  the  close  of  the  Am 
when  the  burden  of  expense  p 
extraordinary  weisht  upon  tli 
of  the  country,  ana  when  appl 
made  to  parliament  to  dischar^ 

*  The  First  and  Second  Rep 
Committee  of  Finance  will  be  ( 
Appendix  to  vol.  ix. 


civ] 


PARL.  PAPERS'— J7tird  Report  from  tie 


[clvi 


r 


*  vho  have  sacrificed  lucrative  professional  | 
'  situations  on  engaging  in  the  public  ser- 

'  vice,  by  vesting  such  office  in  the  per- 

*  sons  themselves,  or  in  their  immediate 
'  descendants/ — Since  the  date  of  that  re- 
iport,  his  majesty  has  been  empowered  by 
the  statute  39  Geo.  S.  c.  10.  to  make  provi- 
sion for  life  for  those  who  have  sacrificed 
lucrative .  professional  situations^  so  far  as 
relates  to  chancellors  and  judges,  on  retir- 
ing from  office ;  which  must  be  remarked^ 
in  passing,  as  extending  the  power  of 
granting  pensions,  and  as  fairly  to  be  set 
off  against  some  of  the  retrenchments  pro- 
posed. In  the  peerages  subsequently 
created,  your  Committee  cannot  discover 
that  any  such  application  of  the  sinecures, 
as  was  suggested  in  that  respect,  has  taken 
place,  but  that  the  annexing  of  pensions 
by  authority  of  parliament  has  been  not 
unfrequent. — ^The' view  which  your  Com- 
mittee take  6f  this  subject  corresponds  in 
principle,  and  differs  only  in  degree  from 
that  of  the  former  committee  ;  but  it  is 
their  anxious  wish  to  guard  against  suffer- 
ing the  subject  to  escape  notice,  without 
bemg  acted  upon,  while  the  information  is 
fully  brought  under  observation.  If  the 
opinion  should  prevail,  that  a  legislative 
pleasure  ought  to  be  no  longer  deferred 
\^itb  regard  to  offices  of  this  description, 
your  Committee  submit  that,  leaving  un- 
touched all  places  of  honour  and  distinc- 
tion coiM^ected  with  the  personal  service 
of  his  majesty  and  of  bis  royal  family,  it 
may  b^  expedient  considerably  to  reduce 
the  emoluments  of  some,  and  to  abolish 
others.  At  the  same  time,  regarding  it  as 
^  fundamental  part  of  the  constitution  of 
this  country,  and  of  the  reason  of  state  in 
every  country,  that  there  must  be  means 
of  rewarding  public  service,  and  that  those 
means  will  be  incomplete,  and  indeed 
wholly  insufficient  tor  that  purpose,  if  there 
should  b^  ho  further  reward  for  that  ser- 
vice than  the  daily  wages  it  receives  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  your  Com- 
mittee ai*e  of  opinion  that  such  sinecures 
as  the  house  in  its  wisdom  may  think  fit  to 


retain,  should  always  in  future  be  applied    usage,  and  the  extent  is  limited  by  no  writ- 


to  recpmpence  the  raithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  efficient  office  ;  or  in  the  eVent 
of  the  house  preferring  to  abolish  generally 
aH  such  offices,  they  conceive  that  it  will 
become  proper  to  substitute  some  other 
ipM>de,  by  which  the  Ci*own  may  be  ena- 
bled to  reward  public  servants  m  a  man- 
ner proportioned  to  the  nature  and  length 
of  the  duties  performed. 

Offices  sxbcuted  by  Deputy. 


Offices  executed  wholly  or  chiefly  by 
deputy,  should  be  arranged  with  as  much 
reeard  to  economy  as  the  public  service 
will  admit ;  and  any  offices  that  have  not 
duty  annexed  in  proportion  to  4he  salary 
should  be  reformed,  and  the  salary  suited 
to  the  responsibility  and  labour  of  the  of- 
fice.— ^The  list  of  such  offices  is  extracted 
from  the  returns  in  as  complete  a  state  as 
the  examination  of  them  can  render  it ; 
but  it  may  probably  be  sUll  defective,  for 
the  same  causes  as  have  been  mentioned 
under  the  former  head.  In  applying  the 
principle  of  retrenchment  to  this  class, 
your  Committee  desire  to  be  understood, 
as  recommending  it  with  the  same  excep* 
tions  with  «which  they  have  accompanied 
their  recommendation  in  the  case  of  sine* 
cures.  Some  of  the  great  offioes  in  the  ex- 
chequer (which  are  indeedi  as  far  as  re- 
gards the  principals,  purely  sinecures)  be- 
ing probably  among  the  fittest  to  be  re- 
tamed,  '  for  the  ^reward  of  personal  ser- 
'  vices,  or  to  secure  an  Honourable  retreat 
^  to  persons  who  are  entitled  to  marks  of 
'  public  favour,  by  the  long  and  meritori- 
*  ous  discharge  of  the  duties  of  high  office, 
'  or  who  have  sacrificed  lucrative  profes* 
'  sional  situations  on  engaging  in  the  pub* 

^  lie  service.'     Finance  Rep.  xxi.  19 ^It 

should  also  be  considered,  that  some  of 
the  lucrative  offices  in  our  courts  of  jus* 
tice,  which  are  in  the  disposal  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  courts,  constitute  a  (considerable 
part  of  the  valuable  appendages  to  those 
situations,  which  it  concerns  the  essential 
interests  of  the  state,  still  more  than  its 
dignity,  to  have  filled  by  persons  who  are 
the  most  eminent,  and  best  qualified  in 
their  professions. 

Reversions. 

The  last  general  head  is  that  of  places 
granted  in  Reversion ;  a  power  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exercised  by  the  Crown 
with  regard  to  particular  departments,  for 
a  very  long  period,  withont  any  fixed 
rule  or  principle  which  is  discoverable,  as 
ffuidiug  its  disctetion  in  the  original  se- 
lection:   the  right  therefore  rests  upon 


ten  law. — But  although  no  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  a  practice  which  perhaps 
must  be  referred  only  to  accident  or  tem- 
porary accommodation,  it  becomes  obvious 
that  it  can  never  have  obtained  with  re-^ 
gard  to  efficient  offices,  without  ccmsider* 
able  risk  of  ultimately  producing  the 
effect  of  converting  them,  so  £atr  as  re- 
spects the  principals,  hito  sinecnrts,  or 
into  offices  to  be  executed  wholly  by  de* 
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puty.— The  chief  objections  to  this  method 
of  conveying  contingent    interests    are, 
that'  in  the  first  instance  of  every  such 
grant,  a  diminution  must  take  place  in 
the  permanent  prerogative,  equsil  to  the 
difference  in  value  between  expectancy 
and  possession ;  that  the  appointment  of 
fit  and  Bufiicient  persons  to  hold  offices,  is 
less  likely  to  be  regarded  when  it  is  to 
take  effect  at  a  distant  and  uncertain  pe- 
riod, than  when  a  certain  notoriety  attaches 
upon  the  manner  in  which  each  vacancy 
is  filled ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  disputed 
that  incapacity  from  age,  sex,  or  natural 
disability,   may   be  disregarded,   in  the 
former  case,   which  could  not  be  toler- 
ated in  the  latter.     It  may  be  further 
urged,  that  anticipations  of  this  sort  tend 
to  perpetuate  inefficient  places,  and  to  ren- 
der any  alterations  ana  regulations  less 
eflfectual,  and    more  distant,  which  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  may  think  fit  to 
adopt  with  regard  to  them. — On  the  other 
hand,  reversionary  grants  may  be  defend- 
ed as  a  cheap  and  economical  mode  of 
conferring  favours,  of  paying  services  by 
expectation,  rather  than  by  actual  office 
or  pension;   and  of  enabling  the  crown 
to  draw  distinguished  talents  and  eminent 
characters  into  the  public  employ,  who, 
without  some  prospect  of  permanent  pro- 
vision for  their  families,  might  be  unwill- 
ing to  give  up  their  time  and  labor,  and 
above  all  their  professional  emoluments, 
upon  the  hazard  of  the  short  and  uncertain 
duration  of  two  things,  so  precarious  in 
their  nature,  as  office  and  life.— It  must  be 
admitted,  that  the  prerogative  will    be 
abridged  during   the  suspension   of  the 
power  of  making  such  grants,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  value  of  the  reversionary  right 
in  these  particular  offices ;  and  no  rarther. 
-—It  is  also  contended,  that  grants  of  this 
sort  have  neither  been  carried  to  excess, 
nor  become  chargeable  with  actual  abuse. 
—With  the  view  of  fairly   stating   this 
part  of  the  case,  your  committee  proceed 
to  lay  before  the  house  the  extent  and 
amount  of  all  subsisting  Reversions,  some 
of  which  will  be  found  to  come  distinctly 
within  the  class  of  those  offices  which 
they    recominend    to    be    regulated    or 
suppressed ;    and  with  regard  to  the  re- 
mainder, they  see  no  cause  to  depart  from 
their  opinion,  which  was  reported  to,  and 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  house,  on  the 
24th  March  1807,  thinking  it  safer  to  in- 
vigorate and  restore  to  an  entire  state  this 
branch  of  the  prerogative,  than  to  allow 
that  it  should  continue  encumbered  by 
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any  such  anticipations.    The  r 
cro\vn  over  its  own  demense 
formerly  as  complete,  as  its  pov 
ferring  offices;    and  yet  the 
was  made  of  that  part  of  its  p 
occasioned  parliament  frequer 
terpose  ;  and  particularly  after 
had   been  greatly  impoverishc 
passed  whereby  all  future  gran 
loneer  term  than  31  years,  wer 
void. — The  misfortune  is,  as  I\ 
Blackstone  remarks,  that  the  act 
too  late,  afier  every  valuable  po 
the  crown  had  been  gtanted 
ever,  or  else  upon  very  lonsr 
must  not  be  passed  altogeth 
notice,  that  Reversionary  grants 
some  instances,  been  applied  t( 
on  the  civil  list;  and  it  is  ea 
to  what  an  extent  such  a  pract 
be  carried,  and  how  entirely  it 
haust  the  future  means  of  best 
royal  bounty,  even  upon  the  mc 
ing  objects.    Appendix,  N**  77 
Upon  the  more  general  quesi 
ing  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
connected  with,  and  affected  b^ 
posed  arrangements,  your  comr 
ceed  to  submit  their  sentimei 
judgment  of  the  house,  trustin 
same  disposition  which  has  so  < 
manifested  by  parliament,  will 
wanting  to  coirect  the  growtl 
abuses  as  the  lapse  of  time,  or 
in  the  mode  of  transacting  busi 
have  imperceptibly  introduced 
of  the  departments  of  executiv 
ment. — ^ITie  civil  list  act  in  178 
for  abolishing  certain  offices  in 
1798,  and  1807,  that  already] 
of  the  present  session,  and  ma 
afford  abundant  examples  of 
and  judicious  retrenchment; 
the  beneficial  objects,  proposed 
stitution  of  the  Committee  of  ] 
1797,  have  been  attained,  nor 
for  which  your  present  committ 
pointed,  be  expected,  without  i 
in  some  decree,  with  the  patr 
influence  of   the    crown. — ^Th 
which  are  detailed  in  this  re\ 
been  specifically  brought  under 
tion   by  the  direction  of  the 
obedience  to  which  your  comn 
present  them,  in  the  full  persi 
the  reforms,  which  they  venture 
mend,  may  be  made  without 
to  the  public  service,  and  with 
to  the  public  revenue. — ^No  offi 
description  were  originally  cren 
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mere  p'*rpose  of  giving  lucrative  appoint- 
ments into  the  disposal  of  the  crown ;  the 
fact  is,  that  duties  were. formerly  attached 
to  many  places,  which  a  diflerent  manner 
of  transacting  business^  or  accidental  al- 
terations, have  long  rendered  sinecure ; 
and  therefore  the  patronage  of  the  Crown 
has,  in  some  cases,  been  unintentionally 
increased,  by  transferring  to  new  offices 
the  business  of  the  old  ones,  witliout  abo- 
lishing the 'latter,  or  the  salaries  attached 
to  them. 

Under  the  words  directing  '  the  names 
'  and  descriptions  of  the  jper^sons  to  be  re- 

*  portedyby  whom,  and  in  trust  for  whom, 

*  all  offices,  pensions,  and  emoluments, 
'  payable  out  of-  funds  applicable  to  the 
^  public  service  are  held,'  your  committee 
conceive  that  the  house  may  be  desirous  to 
sec  at  one  view,  which  of  these  are  pos- 
sessed by  their  own  members;  and  the 
subjoined  list  gives  the  names  of  all  those 
who  appear  so  described,  upon  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  returns.  (See  below.) — 
A  more  compleat  catalogue  is  also  given  of 
every  office  from  wjbich  returns  have  been 
required,  than  it  was  possible  to  make  out 
before  the  close  of  the  last  session,  distin- 
guishing those  from  which  none  have  been 
yet  received :  the  present  report  therefore 
IS  intended  to  be  substituted  for  that  which 
was  presented  in  August  1 807,  and  enti- 
tled '  The  third.'  N«  81,  82,  83.— Your 
committee,  having  selected  such  parts  of 
the  papers  before  them  as  are  immediate- 
ly connected  with  the  subject  of  this  re- 
port, have  only  to  lay  before  the  house 
the  remaining  mass  of  information  which 
has  been  collected  in  consequence  of  their 
precepts,  consisting  chiefly  of 'all  the  civil 
and  judicial  establishments  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  many  of  which  have  been  al- 
ready printed  in  the-  reports  from  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  material  alterations  since  that 
period,  which  have  not  been  noticed  in 
the  returns  of  increase  and  diminution  of 
offices,  presented  from  time  to  time  to  the 
house. 


EXTRACT  from  the  Appendix.  (No.  80.) 

List  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons holding  Offices,  &c'.  .with  the 
Annual  Value  of  such  Offices. 

Admiralty :  -^ Lords  Commissioners,  — 
Vice-Adm.  sir  R.  Bickerton,  of.  1,000; 
Capt.  \V.  J.  Hope,  £,  1,000 ;  Robt.  Ward, 
JE.  1,000;  viscount  Piilmerston,  £,  1,000 ; 


James  Buller,  £.  1,000 ;  hon.  W.  W.  Pole, 
Secretary,  ,£.4,000,  subject  to  a  deduc- 
tion of  \  during  peace. — Abo  Secretary  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Charity  for  Poor 
Widows,  .£.160. 

Alienation  Office : — ^Receiver  General, 
— Right  Hon.  Geo.  Canning,  ,£.492. 
(Vide  ir{fra.) 

;  Auditor  of  the  Land-Revenue  for  Wales, 
— ^Tho.  Jobnes ;  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Car- 
diganshire, aifd  Steward  of  several  manors 
and  lordships  belonging  to  the  Crown  in 
that  county,  £,  1,505. 

Lord  Chamberlain's  Office : — Secretary, 
— J.   Calvert;    appointed  #by   the   Lord 

Chamberlain,  c£- 1,389- 

Clerk  of'  the  Parliaments, — Reversion 
vested  in  Geo.  Hehiy  Rose,  <£.  3,278. 
(Vide  infra.) 

Exchequer,  Teller  of, — Hon.  W.  F.  E. 
Eden,  c£.  2,700. 

•  (Jovernor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, — ^Visc. 
Fitzharris,  for  life,  <£.  1,379. 

Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  His  Ma- 
jesty,—Hon,  Edw.  Finch. 

India  Board,  Officers  of  the;  receiving 
salary  from  the  East  India  Coippany  only : 
Right  hon.  Robert  Dundas.  (Vide  i/^a,) 
Lord  Lovaine  ;  Right  hon.  Tho.  Wallace; 
Geo.  Johnstone,  is  also  a  commissioner, 
but  receives  no  salary.  Secretary, — Geo. 
Holford ;  paid  by  the  East  India  Company. 

King's  Printer, — Andrew  Strahan  ;  by 
patent,  for  30  years,  from  21st  Jan.  1800. 
No  salary  annexed  to  this  office ;  which  i^ 
paid  for  the  work  done  as  Printer.' 

Master  of  the  Horse : — Office  of  First 
Equerry, — ^Robert  Manners,  £,%36. 

Mint : — Clerk  of  the  Irons  and  Meltings, 
— Riglrt  hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  <£.  114. 
(Vide  infra,) 

Navy  Office: — Comptroller, — Sir  Tho. 
B.  Thompson,  ,£.2,000. — ^And  a  pension 
of  «£.500.  on  account  of  wounds  in  service. 

Navy  Pay-Office : — Right  hon.  G.  Rose, 
— ^Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  «£.  4,324  ;  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments,  £,  3,27 S ;  and  Keeper 
of  the  Records  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, £  400. 

Ordnance  : — Clerk, — Hon.  C.  Ashley 
Cooper,  cf.  1,958;  Storekeeper,  —  Mark 
Singleton,  <£.  1,799 ;  Treasurer, — Jo.  Hunt, 
£.  025  ;  and  a  pension  paid  out  of  the  sale 
of  old  naval  stores,  £,500.  Clerk  of  the 
Deliveries, — ^Tho.  Thoroton,  £  1,243. 

Pay-Officc  :  — Joint-Pay  masters, — Right 
hon.  C.  Long,  £.  2,000 ;  and  a  pension  of 
£.  1,500. ;  suspended  on  holding  any  office 
exceeding  X 2,000. — Right  hon.  loi*d  C. 
Henry  Somerset,  £.  2,000. — Jpint-Deputy 
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Pfetymaster,*— Lord  R.  Edw.  H.  Somerset, 

Privy-Seal : — Principal  Clerk, — James 
Macdonald,  <£.358. ;  appoii^ted  by  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  for  life. 

Popham,  Sir  Home  Riggs,  Pension,  and 
after  his  death  to  wife,  ;£ .  500. 

Secretaiy  of  State,  Foreign  Department, 
— Right  hon.  G.  Canning, t£.  6,000.  (Vide 
tupra.) 

Ditto,  War  Departnient> — Lord  visb. 
Castlereagh,  «£.  6,000. 

Under  Secretary  of  State, — Brigadier- 
General  hon.  C.  Socwart,  <£.  2,000. 

Ditto,  Htyme  Department, — Hon.  Cecil 
Cope  Jenkinson,  .£.2,052. 

Lord  Steward's  Office  : — ^Treasarer  of 
IheHoosebold, — Vise.  Stopford,  ^.1,200. 
Comptroller  of  the  Househotd, — Lord  Geo, 
Thynne,«£.  1,200. 

Treasury : — ^Right  hon.  Spencer  Perce- 
val, «£.  1,600.  (Vide  supra  et  ittfra.)  And 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
J£.  4,525.— Hon.  W.  Brodrick,  £.  1,600. ; 
and  Pension  of  «£.  1,200.;  of  which  £,6O0 
is  suspended, — Hon.  W.  Elliot,  «£.  1,600. 
— ^W.  Sturges  Bourne,  J£,  1,600. 

Secretaries, — ^W.  Huskisson,  £,  4,000. ; 
and  colonial  agent  for  Ceylon,  J£,  700. — 
Pension  of  £.  U200  for  li^  suspended. — 
Hon.  H.  Wellesley,  <£.  4,000. 

Vice-Chamberlain  to  His  Majesty, — 
Kight  hon.  Lord  John  Thynne. — ^Ditto  to 
Her  Majesty, — ^Edw.  Disbrowe. 

War-Office : — Secretary  at  War, — Right 
hon.  sir  James  Pulteney,  bart.  £,  2,480. 

Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Jamaica, — 
Right  hon.  sir  Evan  Nepean,  bart. 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Inrolments, 
Jamaica, — Hon.  Charles  W*  Wyndham. 

Provost-Marshal,  Barbadoes, — ^Thomas 
Carter. 


Membees  of  the  House  holding  Offices,  in 
Courts  of  Justice. 

Attorney-General, — Sir  V.  Gibbs.  No 
return  of  annual  Value. 

Clerk  of  the  Declarations,  King's  Bench, 
£.  187. — Held  in  trust  for  W.  Lee  Antonic, 
by  ffrant  from  W.  Lee,  formerly  chief 
clerk. 

Chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
— ^Right  hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  ^.2,605. 
(Vidcnpra.) 

Clerk  of  the  Juries,  Common  Pleas, — 
Sir  Tho.  Tarton,  bart.  £  D6. 
Jtmat  of  the  Roll8,~Right  hon.  sir  W. 


Chancery,  J.  Simeon,  ap- 


pointed   by  Lord    Chancellor 
jP.  2, 1 40.— Ditto  Edward  Moiri 
Lord    'IVeasurcr's    Remcml 
Snowdon  Barnc,  £,  3 10. 

Sm^veyol*  of  Green  Wax, — ^\'i 
£.  260.  And  Keeper  of  Recoi 
tnlflgham  Tower.     (Vide  infra. ^ 

Judge  of  the  Consistory  Con 
hon.  sir  W.  Scott,  i*.  170.—V 
ral,  and  Master  of  the  Facui 
Commissary  and  Oflicial  of  Can 
And,  Judge  of  the  High  Coun 
ralty,  ,£.6,524.. 

Judge- Advocate  General, — B 
R.  Ryder,  «£.  2,500. — And  Joint 
of  the  Consistory  Court,  £.  1 80 

Chief-Justice  in  Eyre  S.  of  Trer 
hon.  T.  Grenville,  £.2M^,  D 
IVefnt,— -Ri^ht  hon.  J.  C.  Villers, 

Judge  tA  Great  Sessions,  Den 
Montgomery, — Fra.  Burton,  £,  i 
King's  Advocate-General,  — 
NichoU.    No  return  of  annual 
Salary,  ,£.20. 

King's  Professor  of  Civil  I^w 
for  life, — ^Dr.  French  Laurence, 

Prerogative  Court,  Charles  Mo 
Register,  £.  3,670. — And  Princi[ 
trar  of  t(ie  Faculty  Office,  £A 
pointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Ca 

Judge  of  Great  Sessions,  ^] 
Caernarvon,  and  Anglesey, — Hi 
cester,  «£.  770. 

Solicitor-General, — Sir  Thoma 
— ^And  Justice  of  Great  Sessions  f 
neth,  Caernarvon,  and  Anglesey 
— ^And  King's  Serjeant,  Duchy  o 
ter. 


Members  of  the  House  holding 

in  Scotland* 

Keeper  of  the  Signet, — Right  \ 
Dundas,  £.  2,069. 

King's  Remembrancer,  Court  o 
quer,---Sir  P.  Murray,  bart.  £.  5( 

Presenter  of  Signatures;  Court  c: 
quer, — Sir  James  Montgomery,  ^ 

Lord  Advocate,-^Archibuld  Co 
£.  1,500. 

Solicitor-General,~David  Boyl 


Members  of  the  House  holding 
&c.  in  Ireland. 

Treasury  : — Right  honourable  < 
<£.  3,101. — Annuity  for  life,  bv  I 
40  Geo.  HI.  £  5,038.— Sir  (;. 
£,  1,200. — Annuity,    by    said 
£.  2,265.;  and  Recorder  of  Lowi 
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jC.eo.— J.  Barry,  £.  1,200— C.  Vereker, 
£.  1.200.— -Hon.  T.  H.  Foster,  £.  1,200.— 
Secretary  to  Chancellor,— -J.  Leslie  Foster, 
^.433. 

Chief  Secretary, — ^Right  hon.  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  K.  B.  £.6,566. 

Muster-Master  General,  jointly  with 
Marq.  of  Drogheda, — W.  Bagwell ;  salary 
£.  4,107.  Fees  suspended,  £.6^}, 

Vicar-General,  Armaffb,  appointed  by 
Primate,  for  life, — Patr.  Ihiigenan,  LL.D. 
«£.  108.;  and  Judge  of  the  Prerogative 
Court. 

Consistory  Court,  Dublin :  —  Official 
Chancellor,  &c. — ^Patr.  Duigenan,  LL.  D. 
<£.349.  Appointed  by  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  for  life. 

Keeper  of  Records  in  Birmingham 
Tower,  by  patent,  for  life, — ^Visc.  Mahon, 
^.431.;  and  Surveyor  of  Green  Wax. 
(Vide  st^a.) 


Prothonotary's  Office  : — Lord  Robert 
Seymour, — Joint-Keeper  of  the  Writs,  &c. 
for  Hfe,  by  patent,  «£.  12,511. 

Crown-Officfe : — Lord  Rob.  Seymour, — 
D*  jointly  with  Lord  H.  Seymour,  JS.427. 

Filazers  Office  : — Lord  Robert  Sey- 
mour,—D>  jf.  1 , 1 05 . 

Keeper  of  the  Signet, — ^Right  hon.  C. 
Abbot,  Speaker,  £.  1,500. 

Quarter-Master  General, —  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  H.  Clinton,  jP.  2,507. 

Chief  Remembrancer,  Court  of  Exche- 
chequer, — Hon.  W.  W.  Pole,  jointly  with 
Marquis  Wellesley,  .£.  4,201.;  and  Sec. 
to  the  Admiralty.     (Vide  supra.) 

Teller  of  the  Exchequer^ — ^R.  Neville, 
<£.  2,195. 

Right  hon.  Geo.  Ponsonby,  as  late  Lord 
High-Chancellor,  pension  of,  £.  4,000. 

One  of  the  Joint  Solicitors  in  Great 
Britain,— W.  H.  Fremantle,  .£.391. 
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INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Appropriation  Actj  1085 

B 
Bank  of   Ireland  Charter  Bill, 

901,976,996 
Brunswick,  Duchess  of ;  King's 

Message  respecting  the,  158 


Catholic   Petition,   1,   SO,   139, 

640,  706 
Curates  Residence  Bill,  958, 975, 

1086,  1093,  1095,  1111 


Danish  Merchant  Ships  detained 
previous  to  Hostilities,  86, 300 
Debton  BiU,  99,  852 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  913 

H 

Hyde  Park,  nil 


I 

Indictment  BiU,  30,  877,  416, 

541,  544,  710 
Irish  Customs   Regulation  BiU, 

539 
Irish  Clergy  Pesidence  BiU,  719 
Irish  Glebe  House  Bill,  719 


King's  Message  respecting  the 
Duchess  of  Brunstvick,  158 


Local  MUitia  BiU,  914, 953 

M 

Marriage  Indemnity  BU1»  414, 

488 
Maynooth  College,  1114 


Offices    in   Reversion  Bill,  31, 

139,  15^ 
Orders  iu  CoudcU,  707,  1 126 


Palmer,   Mr;    bis  d 
870,  959 


Reversion  BiH,  31, 1!! 

Roman  Catholic  Peti 

139,  643,  706 


Scotch  Judicature  Bil 

Scotch  Teinds,  449 

Sicilian  Treaty,  857 

Spain,  1138 

Speech  of  the  Lord 
sioners  at  the  Ci 
Session,  1139 

Sump   Duties  BiU, 
1106 

Sugar  Distillation,  9£ 


Treaty  with  the  Kin] 
857 
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AgricuUure;  Board  of,  1131 

Annuity  Plan,  261,  697 

Army ;    Corporal   Punishments 

in  the,  1 1 15 
Army  Clothing,  1002 
Assessed  Taxes  BUI,  120,974 

B 
Bank  of  Ireland,  700,  714,  720, 
'  808 

Bmnswick,  Duchess  of;  King's 
Message  relating  to  the,  141, 
142 
Budget,  11,  764 
Budget;  Irish, 829 


Carnatic  Question,  315, 767, 921 
Catholic  Petition,  32,  489,  549 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 

1130 
Copy  Right  Bill,  918,  988 
Corporal    Punishment t    in    the 

Army.  1 1 15 
Courtt  Martial,  811 
niBliinl  Law.  395,  877 
jjpM^1103 


Crown  Lands;  131, 141,859 
Curates  Residence  BiU,  54,  61, 
141,  833,  876,  956 


Dalrymple ;  Dismissal  of  the  late 

Mr.  1102,  1134 
DardaneUes,  Expedition  to  the, 

131,  285,  475 
Davison,  Alexander,  1096 
Dead  Bodies  Imerment  BiU,  79 
Duigenan    Dr. ;    Mr.  Barham't 

motion  respecting,  145 


East  India  Company ;  Affairs  of 

the,68,  129,  8<Mv859 
Expedition  to  the  DardaneUes, 

131,285,475 
Expiring  Laws  Bill,  911 


Finance,  Cl 

Finance  Committee,  907,  1008 

Flax  ;  Cultivation  of,  in  Ireland, 

80 
Forrijrn  Property  in  the  Funds, 
'     895 


H 

Hackney  Coaches  B 
Hyde  Park,  1104,11^ 


Irish  Habeas  Corpus  I 

712 
Irish  Protestant  Char; 

63 
Irish  Clergy  Resident 
Irish  Tylhes;  79,  908 
Irish  Budget,  830 
Irish  Supplies,  8,  84 
Irish  Spirit  Drawback 
Irish  First  Fruits  Bill, 
Irish  Prisons,  1131 


King's  Message  rebi 

Duchess  of  Brunsi 

142 
King's  Message  rest 

ciiy,  845 
Kins^'s  Message  re$pc( 

of  Credit,  8j» 
King's  Piotior,  870 


1 


L 

Life  Annuity  Plan,  261,  697 
Local  Militia  BUI,  39,  66,  100, 
S74,  406,  717,  824,  838,  849 

M 

Maynooth  College,  89,  121 
Military  Commissioners  Bill,  802 
Military  Report ;  Fifth,  80,  639 

N 
Naval  Asylum,  3,  919 


Offices  in  Reversion  Bill,  18 
Orders  in  Council,  642 
Oyster  Fishery  Bill,  ^93 


Palmer,  Mr.  j  his  Claim,  161, 
289,  394,  473,  642,  866,  956, 
1010,  1062,  1084 


INDEX  OF  NA»IES. 

Paymaster  Gcnerars  Accounts 

Bill,  87 
Parish  Settlement  Bill,  423 
Plymouth  Dock  Police  Bill,  828, 
Popham,  Sir  Home ;  Conduct  of, 

721 
Prisons  in  Ireland,  1131 
i^missory  Notes  Bill,  810 
Publicans  Licenses,  848 


Reversion  Bill,  18 

Roch  fort  Squadron ;  State  of  the, 

132 
Roman    Catholic    Petition*   32, 

489,  549 
Royal  Naval  Asylum,  3 

S 
Scotch  Judicature  Bill,  973,  1063 
Scotch  Local  Militia  Bill,  946 
Scotch    Judges'    Annuity    Bill, 
117,  798 


Sicilian  Subsidy,  861 

Small  Pox  Prevention  Bill,  715, 

810 
Spain,  848,  866,886,  1141 
State  of  the  Empke,  1042 
Sugar  Distillation,  55,  160,  404, 

493,702,816,967,  1130 


Treaty  with  Sicily,  845 


Vaccine  Institution)  803,  841 
Vote  of  Credit,  858,  898 

W 
Wcllcsley,    Marqols ;    Conduct 

of,  315,767,921 
Westminster  Election — Case  of 

Privilege.  143,,403,  544 
Westminsrcr.  Improvements,  863 
West  Indies  j  State  of  the,  973, 

1056 
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Albemarle,  Earl  of,   1000 
Auckland,  Lord,  30,    158,  692, 

707 

B 
Ban^oi,  Bishop  of,  681 
Bathurst,  Earl,  708,  998 
Bedford,  Duke  of,    1114 
Buckingham,  Marquis  of,   917, 

985 
Buckinghamshire,  Earl  of,  686, 

915,  I08i,  1090,1111 


Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  488, 

976,  1085,  1091,  1093,  1114 
Cumberland,  Duke  of,  30 

D 

Darnley.  Earl  of,  160,  1130 
De  DOnstanville,  Lord,  1001 

.     E 
Eldon,  Lord;    see  Lord   Chan- 
cellor 
Eliot,  Lord,  959 
EUeoborough,   Lord,    99,   258, 

314,417,  419,  710^71 1 
Erskine,    Lord,    253,  3  J  4,  420, 
.  541,687,711,969,  978 
Ej^eter,  Bishop  of,  414 


Grenville,  Lord,  1,  2,  643,  694, 

708,  901,905,976,  987 
%osvcuor.  Earl,  32, 140,  1 1 U 


H 
Harrowby,  Lord,  159,  968,  980, 

1085,  1089,  1093 

Hawkesbury,  Lord,  31,  87, 139, 
142,  158,  314,  539,  687,  709, 
857,  902,  914,  916,  959,  978, 
995,  1001,  1085.  1094,  1095, 

'   1108,  1113,  1127,  1129 

Holland,  Lord,  30,  31,  86,  87, 
140,  160,  415,  418,  422,  540, 
543,  691,  709,  711,  858,  904, 
914, 917,  975, 995, 1000, 1085, 
1095,  1096,1109,  1114,  1126, 
1129 

Hutchinson,  Lord,  682 


Lauderdale,  Earl  o^   142,   158, 
159,  315,  414,  415,  422,  ^% 
539,  540,  709,  903,  958/  975, 
976,  985,  996,    1001,     1085,- 
1092,  1095,  1106,  1128 

London,  Bishop  of,  958,  1085, 
1112,  1113,  1114 

Lord  Chancellor  (Eldon)  2,  142, 
277,  313,  414,  415,  421,  473, 
489,  540,  709,  711,  904,  918, 
971,  996,  1091,1111,1113 

M 
Moira,  Earl  of,  i;  31,  140,  252, 
672,  710, 916,  960, 1088, 1093 
Montrose,  Duke  of,  1001 
Morton,  Earl,  140 
Mulgrave,  Lord,  685,  905,  918 


N 
Ndrfollf,   Duke    of,    686,    909, 

1106,1110 
Norwich,  B.shop  of,  675 


Oxford,  Bishop  of,  489 

R 
Radnor,  Earl  of,  959,  972 
Redesdale,  Lord^  14Q,  415,  48$, 

973,  985 
Rochester,  Bishop  of,  1112 
Rosslyn,  Earl  of,  90$ 


Selkirk,  Earl  of,  915,  958,  999 
Sidmouth*  Viscount,  86,  87, 300,. 

66S,    706,    917,    959,     1000, 

1085,  1089,  1094 
Somers,  Lord,  141 
Spencer,  Earl,  905 
SUnhope,  Earl,  30,  277,    314, 

415.  416,  42jl,  542,  543,  544, 

685,710,958,  972,985 
Suffolk,  Earl  of,  694,  912,  1085, 

1090,  1106, 1138 

W 
Walsingham,  Lord,  971 
Westmoreland,  Earl  of,  985 


York,  Archbishop  of,  681 
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Abbot,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  See  Speaker 
Abeicroroby,  J.  117«  800,885, 

918,  989 
Adam,  W.  1062 
Advocate    General    (Sir    John 

NicboIU)  755,  878 
Allan,  A.  373 
Auitruther,  SIf  J.  78^  130,  769, 

806 
Attornef  General   (Sir  Vicary 

Gibbi)  989 

B 
Babingtooi  T.  55,  S74 
Bankes,  H.  84,  889,  425,  474, 

701,    798,     801,     863,    864, 

899,  907,  1036,  1098 
Barham,  J.  188,  145,  157,  497, 

705,  956 
Baring,  A.  278 
Barry,  I.  8,  65 
Bastard,  J.  P.  874 
Bathurtt,  C.  B.  548,  818 
Beretbrd,  J.  C.  158 
Kiddulph,  R.  M.  6,  8,   18,   61, 

62,  63,  180,   141,  700,  1105, 

1130 
Bioning,  Lord,  55, 57,  160, 488, 

493 
Bourne,  S.  897,  641 
Boyle,  D.  587 
Brand,  T.  58,  868,  816 
Browne,  D.  83 
Browne,  H.  1082 
Bardett,  Sir  F.  85, 105, 119, 143, 

839,  898,  401,  544^  545,  548, 

814,    836,    843».  853,    1049, 

1105,  1115,  1117 
BurreU,  Sir  C.  447 
Burghersh,  Lord,  881 
Barton,  F.  835,  877^  885,  910, 

1041 


Calcraft,  J.  138,  410,  754 

Calvert,  N.  880 

Canning,  Mr.  Secretary,  38, 488, 
578, 845,  861,  889,  892,  1048 

Castlereagh,  Lord,  39,  53,  100, 
114,  874,  875,  589,  618,  895, 
987,954,  1119,1142 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Right  Hon.  Spencer  Perce- 
val), 7,  10,11,19,33,37,54. 
55,  58,  62,  67, 75,  80,  81,  88, 
84,  93,  94,  123, 189,  138, 148, 
144,  830,  261,  873,  888,  403, 
487,  440,  447,  536,  545,  619, 
698,  708,  717,  760,  764,  801, 
808,  809,  840,  899,  911,  1010, 
1097,  1104,  1105,  1123,  1138 

Chute,  W.  50 

Cok«^  T.  W,  438,  493,  708,  819 


Cieevey,  T.  55,  73,  129,  131,1 
804,807,834,1105,  1188         | 
Crokcr,  J.  85,  97,  828,  403 
Curtit,  Sir  W.  433 
CurweuyJ.C.  144,  154,483,434 


Duigenan,  P.  9, 11,  79,  188,  880 
Dundat,  R.  78,  118,  130,  580, 
.     84)1,859.1055,1130 


Eden,  W.  818 
Elliot,  W.  10,65,94.601 
Ellit,  C.  59,444,  1061 
Eyre,  A.  819 
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